William Briggs

The Land Forces International Defence
Expo has shown with appalling clar-
ity the lengths that the state will go in
order to support the right of capital
to make profits. The profiteers here
represent the most reprehensible
capitalists on the planet. These are
the ones that make, sell, and buy the
weapons that are used to destroy, kill,
and inflict untold suffering on mil-
lions of people.

These same profiteers have produced
the arms that have been used in genocide.
Those who stood against them were branded
“filthy animals” by the leaders of Victoria’s
police force. Those who stood against the
merchants of death have been tear-gassed,
pepper-sprayed and hit by rubber bullets. All
this in the name of business. It is a shameful
indictment on the state and capital.

The awful business is made even more
grotesque when we look at the background
of the organisation promoting the Expo.
AMDA, the Australian Maritime and Defence
foundation is the outfit that so deftly pro-
moted the festival of death. AMDA is a
registered charity. This outfit pays no tax,
and yet earns $35 million a year as a ‘not-
for-profit’ organisation. It lives by its motto
that says “AMDA takes Australia to the world
by bringing the world to Australia.” Look at
the world they’ve brought us.

The Land Forces Expo has completed
its immoral work. The dealers in death have
paraded their wares, deals have been done,
showbags have been packed away and the city
of Melbourne has moved on to ready itself
for the next big pro-business, pro-capitalist
event. The police have put away their arms,
and restocked their stores of rubber bullets,
pepper spray, and tear gas ready for the
next encounter. The violence of the police
has been justified. The shrill attacks by the
media denouncing the rabble, police quotes
about the filthy animals have been read, and
‘calm’ has returned to the streets.

The level of force used to keep the ‘Land
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Land Force Expo:
state, capital give three
cheers for war profiteers

Australian Defence Force’s Mercedes-Benz G-Class at a careers expo in Perth, 2019.
Photo: ZidaneHartono — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Force’ customers safe was carefully organised
and orchestrated. The Expo was two years
in the planning and the police had plenty of
time to prime themselves. Much has been
exposed by the event. Those inside the doors
of the showrooms had all manner of shiny
military materiel to look at. Some of the
more ridiculous and frivolous representa-
tives of the media likened it to a car show
or a garden show. Ridiculous? Frivolous?
They tried to make the grotesque trade seem
almost benign. It made it easier to accept the
pepper-spraying of the protesters. It made it
somehow acceptable. The protesters were,

we were told, violent thugs, who threw things
at the police.

INJURIES

The level of violence perpetrated by the
police has been downplayed by the media but
Anthony Kelly from Melbourne Activist Legal
Support documented what was happening
on the ground. “The medic team reported to
us that they treated somewhere between 50
to 100 people ... We documented quite a few
injuries as a result of arrests or as a result of
police weapons fire, but we don’t have a final
number.” Kelly reported that police were
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using excessive force against people trying
to escape the violence and those already on
the ground.

It is the 14th time this year that the police
have used pepper spray on the streets of Mel-
bourne. They were joined by units flown in
from New South Wales. Between 1,000 and
1,800 police, in riot gear and heavily armed,
let everyone know that capital rules, and that
arms fairs are more important than people.
The police commissioner praised his forces
saying that they acted “appropriately.” Gas-
sing people is appropriate behaviour.

Continued on page 2
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Don’t thank me, pay me

That’s one of the slogans held up at a recent
nurses and midwives’ demo. Nurses have had
enough in NSW. They’re out on strike for a 15
per cent pay increase after a decade of pay sup-
pression. NSW Premier Minns says the state can’t
afford more. Nurses are leaving in droves for
neighbouring states with higher wages. Minns
seems to think the people of NSW can get by
with just the nurses who can’t move to Victoria
or Queensland.

Capitalism pretends it’s a meritocracy, where
the people who deserve more get more. The real-
ity is that people inherit vast sums without doing
anything for them, and fail upwards by knowing
the right people despite not doing good work.
Unearned wealth like that of Gina Rinehart is
protected like a baby chicken that’s just been given
to a small child.

On the other hand, tough and important jobs
like nursing don’t get properly paid, despite nurses
and other workers having infinitely more merit
than someone who’s inherited more than a nurse
or midwife will ever earn. Imagine a world without
Gina Rinehart. It’s easy to do. That world would
look just like the one we live in now. Now im-
agine a world with no nurses; patients dying of
preventable diseases and badly applied dressings,
conditions going unreported. Life would be pain-
ful, dangerous and short.

Not to worry. NSW has a Labor government, so
Minns will look after the workers, right? Anyone
who knows Australian history will give a hol-
low laugh here. Likewise anyone who’s read the
Guardian’s coverage of federal Labor’s attack on
the CFMEU.

Minns has shown his priorities. He’s prioritis-
ing not having a budget deficit. He’s prioritising
tax breaks for big developers. He’s prioritising
giving money to private schools. All those things
are more important to Minns than NSW having
nurses who are paid what they should be.

Nationally we have priorities. Our capitalist
Labor government puts tax cuts for the rich and
insane spending on the military ahead of paying
nurses enough to stay in work.

This is a rich country. We can afford to pay
nurses properly.

More than that, we can afford to pay all work-
ers properly. This paper has written a lot about
the CFMEU recently. Read it carefully because
what happens to that union will happen to any
union that’s effective. Nurses have a much bet-
ter public image than the CFMEU does. They’re
usually shown as female, looking tired after do-
ing difficult caring work in a hospital, while the
builders are usually depicted as big scary looking
blokes in black t-shirts just standing around look-
ing threatening (never mind that they’re the ones
who are going to build the new hospitals, as well
as housing for the nurses).

The fact is, nurses and the CFMEU are con-
nected. Why? Well they’re workers we can’t do
without. Another connection is that what happens
to the building workers affects what happens to
the nurses as it does what happens to all other
workers.

So let’s support the nurses of NSW as they fight
for a living wage, and let’s fight for a good living
wage for all workers.
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Continued from page 1

What would not have been on the shelves inside
the Expo would have been chemical weapons. They
are quite rightly banned by international law. The
armed forces must not fire tear gas at an opposing
army. They must not use chemical agents of any
kind. So says international law. It is quite alright for
the manufacturers of tear gas and pepper spray to
sell to the police, and quite alright for these banned
‘weapons’ to be used on civilian protesters.

The protests were relatively small. The police
presence was not. There was a constant repetition in
the media in the days leading up to the Expo that up
to 25,000 protesters would attend. The public was
repeatedly told that this would probably be the big-
gest protest seen in Melbourne for decades. Nobody
seemed to notice that pro-Palestinian rallies attracted
bigger crowds, week in week out for months. Nobody
thought to point out that 50,000 were on the streets in
support of the CFMEU just a couple of weeks earlier.
But then truth and the work of the state apparatus do
not make good bed-fellows.

If the media ignored such obvious truths, it also
ignored what was going on inside the Expo itself. This
trade was why the demonstrations were held.

BIG DEADLY BUSINESS

Up to 20,000 people attended the three-day
weapons-fest. There were 1,000 exhibitors. It is big
business, and enormously profitable. The global arms
trade is huge. According to The Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) the total
dollar value of the arms industry, on a global scale,
will top $3.5 trillion in Australian dollars in 2024.
Australia is by no means an insubstantial player in
this sordid business.

Australia now ranks 13th in overall military spend-
ing in the world. The budget for the military is set to
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double to $100 billion per annum. Australia is one of
the top 20 arms exporters in the world. In the 2023-
24 financial year, 4,000 export defence permits were
finalised. The value has been estimated to be more
than $100 billion.

The Australian government buys as well as sells,
as any capitalist economy does. It is the eighth largest
importer of arms in the world. This makes up 3.7 per
cent of total global armament imports. It is impossible
to justify, but when 80 per cent of these imports come
from the USA, no justification is needed. Among the
imports in the past couple of years are ships, aircraft,
helicopters, missile defence systems and 300 long-
range missiles.

DEADLY TRADE

This festival of armaments is not a harmless car
show. The weapons bought and sold end up being
used. Palestinians know only too well what that
means. Israeli company Elbit Systems was front and
centre at the Expo as were most, if not all of the global
companies that make component parts for the F35s
that are assembled in the USA and shipped to Israel.
Every night we are treated to Ukrainian President
Zelensky demanding more weapons and long-range
weapons to be used against Russia. Every killing field
in the world has a trail of blood that reaches back to
these arms dealers.

Is it any wonder that people take to the streets to
say “no more” As they do so, they are met with the
full force of the state. If proof were ever needed that
Marxist theory was correct, then we only have to look
at the events in Melbourne.

The state exists to facilitate the smooth running
of capitalism. The state is always the state of the
dominant economic system. When the police are
called out to put down protests, they are doing so to
protect the interests, not of the people, not even of
the government or state, but of the economic system
that runs the show. The Victorian government can
and did increase the police budget by $15 million to
“handle” public order. Taxpayers’ money paid for the
tear gas, pepper spray and rubber bullets that were
used against the protesters.

The media howl at the crowds. They call them
a mob. They are aghast that they should block the
streets and disrupt the smooth flow of commerce
(the police blocked the streets too, but they don’t get
criticised for this). The government lets it be known
that they will maintain order. The order that they are
so solidly maintaining is a deeply immoral one. The
state makes no bones about protecting the rights of
capital to make a profit where it sees fit. The state and
capital are one. The people are simply used to do the
work to make the products that make the profits. If
they forget that, then there is a not-terribly-thin blue
line, armed and ready to protect business. @&
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Hands off
our Union!

Labar and the Coalithon have teamed up to pass the most
draconian, anti-unlon Laws in Australia’s history.

The laws:

» deny rank-and-file CFSEL members the right to run and control
their awn wrion,

« wiplate international Law.

= wiolate the rule of law and basic fundamental rights.

The CFMEL is a strong and effective union that belengs to its
members - not paliticlans

This is an attack on all unipns and workors and we must fight
back!

Stand up for your union and help us take this fight to the High
Cowrt?

https:/ /your-union-your-choice.raiselysite.com/
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User-pays aged care

Anna Pha

Treasurer Jim Chalmers constantly
refers to five pressures on the budg-
et — the National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS), defence, health, inter-
est on government debt, and aged care
— as if they need to be reined in. So
what is the Labor government doing?

Military (‘defence’) spending is being
increased as if the budget were a bottomless
pit. There have been billions of dollars in tax
cuts to the wealthy which increase govern-
ment debt, and hence interest payments.
The tax cuts reduce government income.

To ease the strain, there are spend-
ing cuts. A draft bill on the NDIS will cut
expenditure by $14.4 billion over 5 years
at the same time as needs grow. The health
system is in crisis with bulk billing under-
mined by stealth, a chronic shortage of GPs,
and unaffordable specialists.

The fifth “budget pressure,” aged care,
is next in line for the chop. A bill currently
before a Senate Committee also aims to
reduce “pressure” on the budget. Chalmers
says it will result in net savings over the next
11 years of $12.6 billion despite a predicted
surge in the aged population.

“We must act now. The Baby Boomers
are coming,” warns Aged Care Minister
Anika Wells.

The bill is based on a user-pays model
with means and assets testing for residential
and home care. The maximum amount people
will contribute to home care or residential
aged care will increase from the current
lifetime cap of $79,900 to $130,000 — an
increase of almost 40 per cent — which will
be indexed in line with inflation.

It is expected that 3 in 10 full pensioners,
and 3 in 4 part-pensioners, will pay more.

Low income, self-funded retirees will
be hit hardest if their combined assets and
income throw them onto the highest levels
of fees.

HOME CARE

There is one positive; the government will
release more home care packages with a new
Support at Home package that will enable
around 1.4 million people to remain in their
homes. Sounds great but that is by 2035.
It appears the government is going in the
right direction by placing greater emphasis
on home care in line with the wishes of care
recipients. Home care costs the government
considerably less than residential care.

The question is, will it meet future
demand? As at June 2023, 277,684 people
were on home care packages with a long
waiting list. When assessed as eligible, the
average wait time is more than 10 months,
and often 12 months to get a more intensive
level 3 or 4 package. Some people are going
into more costly residential care or even
dying while waiting for a package.

With 923 providers the system is complex
and difficult to navigate.

Depending on needs, support at home
will provide support for:

« Clinical care — nursing care or
occupational therapy

« Independence — help with showering,
getting dressed, or taking medications

« Everyday living — cleaning, gardening,
shopping or meals.

The government will pay 100 per cent
of clinical care services, with individual
contributions (means and assets tested)
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going towards independence and everyday
living costs.

RESIDENTIAL CARE

Self-funded retirees face an increase
of up to $9,100 per annum based on their
combined income-generating assets and
income. Assets include investment property,
savings, shares, and superannuation. Many
self-funded retirees are on low incomes but
are ‘asset rich.’

The doubling of property prices in the
last 10 years will see many self-retirees fail
the combined income and assets test, even
though their income is low.

There are smaller increases for those on
full or part aged pension.

The government bandies around all
sorts of dollar increases in funding. They
may be next year or even in 10 years’ time.
The media tend not to report the time span,
giving the illusion that more is being done
now than is the case.

PRIVATISATION

Making users pay more does not address
the causes of “unsustainability.” These
increases in user-payments are the thin edge
of the wedge, with further increases likely as
costs rise. It is a reminder of what happened
to higher education, which went from fee-free
to an “administrative fee” of $250 through
to tens of thousands of dollars today.

Any “unsustainability” of the aged care
system is a result of government priorities
and the profit-gouging private sector. The
recent Aged Care Taskforce reported that
close to 70 per cent of aged care facilities are
currently operating at a loss, up from just
over 50 per cent the previous year.
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But are they? Reports by the union body
Public Services International (PSI) and the
Centre for International Corporate Tax
Accountability & Research (CICTAR) reveal
rorting of the system and incredible hidden
profit-churning. (See Guardians #2021,
29/08/2022 and #2022, 5/09/2022)

“In a labour-intensive sector where
conditions of work are the most important
determinant of care quality, for-profit pro-
viders also engage a number of strategies to
minimise costs ... short-staffing, contracting
out, wage suppression, erosion of conditions,
undertraining, attacks on trade union rights,
and the transferral of responsibilities onto
families and informal carers.” (PSI)

“While many non-profit aged care entities
seek to provide the best care with available
resources, many of the largest non-profit
aged care operators were also found to be
using public aged care funding to buy prop-
erty and grow the business at the expense of
quality care for residents and decent wages
and conditions for workers.” (CICTAR)

Thanks to the support of the Labor gov-
ernment, aged care workers have received an
interim 15 per cent wage rise with a second
tranche likely in 2025 or later. More is
urgently needed now to retain the existing
stressed-out workforce, let alone overcome
the shortage.

Case studies of large Australian aged care
operators that syphon off taxpayer money in
a similar fashion to other large corporations
demonstrate the urgent need for govern-
ment reforms to require transparency and
public accountability on how federal aged
care funding is spent. The bill fails to do this.

These businesses hold billions of dollars
in interest-free deposits paid by residents.

The government’s bill provides for 2 per
cent for each year up to 5 years to be kept
by the provider when the resident exits.
The government says this is to encourage
private investors to increase investments
in the sector!

POLICY

The government must implement all of
the Royal Commission’s recommendations.
It has started the process of higher wages,
introduced registered nurses on every shift,
and increased the mandatory minimum
number of care minutes.

There needs to be appropriate staff-to-
patient ratios to reduce workloads and enable
quality care. Aged care workers should be
offered permanent work alongside improved
working conditions negotiated through union
industry bargaining.

Staff, residents, and residents’ families
should have greater involvement in the
running of centres. Regulation for higher
standards, including measures to inspect
and enforce them.

Most importantly, aged care should be
funded through a progressive tax system for
a nationalised system with universal access
and the abolition of deposits and hefty daily
or weekly payments.

People who have paid taxes throughout
their working lives deserve a system based on
care, with full accountability and transpar-
ency, not a “care economy” or big business.

The aged are not a ‘burden.’ There is NOT
a shortage of money to fund such reforms.
It is an ideological and political question
regarding priorities. Should hundreds of
billions of dollars be spent on war prepara-
tions for the US? &

rorting, and incredible
profit-churning
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Retail workers
support CFMEU

Statement from the Retail and
Fast Food Workers Union (RAFFWU)

For weeks we have seen sustained attacks on
the CFMEU.

Of course, no-one supports any criminal con-
duct, anywhere. However, alleged criminality is not
and cannot be the basis for the sustained attacks by
some of the most powerful people and organisations
in Australia against the CFMEU. The government has
abandoned processes for investigating alleged crimi-
nality despite the rule of law in Australia requiring a
presumption of innocence.

The CFMEU has delivered for its members in con-
struction. CFMEU members are paid decent, respect-
ful, living wages. Workers are far safer and less likely
to be killed at work because of CFMEU organisation
and action. When a worker is injured, work stops until
it is safe. The bosses hate this.

The ALP, the ACTU, bosses and other elites don’t
know what it is to work hard and still not have enough
to feed their families or put a roof over their head.
They hate that workers who don’t look like them, earn
more than them. They see construction workers as
they see fast food and retail workers, less than them.

At RAFFWU we know exactly the kind of ‘union’
they support. The SDA has overseen the largest wage
theft in Australian history. Their tame yellow unionism,
always on the side of bosses, is anathema to genuine
democratic unions putting members first. SDA has
been unequivocally on the side of bosses for many
decades. That has cost Australian workers billions
of dollars. In return, the bosses help them pressure

the next generation of child workers to pay up to 15
per cent of their wages into SDA. That channels the
stolen wages of children into the coffers of the ALP
and ACTU.

Meanwhile, the children are left in unsafe work-
places paid pitifully low poverty wages. When a worker
is abused, assaulted or threatened with murder in
our supermarkets or fast food outlets, they are told
to suck it up, that it’s just part of the job. Every pos-
sible effort is made to avoid losing a sale. The cost of a
yellow union is much more than just the stolen wages.

The SDA, ALP, ACTU, and the bosses knew mil-
lions were having billions stolen from them — and
didn’t lift a finger to stop it. They do not care about
retail and fast food workers. They were expendable.
So are construction workers. Political expediency
and a complete disregard for international law sees
workers thrown to the wolves.

We know whose side we are on. We have always
been on the side of workers. It’s workers whose hearts,
minds and bones break as the bosses amass profits
stolen from our pay cheques. If there are criminal ele-
ments, they should be dealt with by the law. Instead,
those who have always looked down on us with con-
tempt want to break our spirit. We won't let them.
We stand with CFMEU members and every other
unionist who decries the evil of yellow unionism and
fights tirelessly for a real solidarity that is forever.
Retail and Fast Food Workers Union &

Workers turned out in force in Meanijin/Brisbane to support the CFMEU agalnst attacks from the Labor

government.

Rally in support of the CFMEU in Sydney, 18 September 2024.

Guardian

z‘;te.s-s

‘.‘..,

Farmers have travelled from across Queensland to deliver
a clear message to politicians ahead of the election cam-
paign: Farmers want a clean future. Farmers for Climate
Action hosted a Farmers Parliamentary Reception
and Sustainable Agriculture Luncheon at Queensland
Parliament House.

Leaders from across agriculture, politics and ener-
gy attended the luncheon, which featured speeches
from both the Minister and Shadow Agriculture Minister.
Farmers then met with relevant Ministers, Shadow
Ministers and backbenchers to drive the message home.
Farmers for Climate Action has some 8300 farmer mem-
bers, making it one of the largest farm advocacy groups in
the nation.

Farmers for Climate Action CEO Natalie Collard said
clean air, clean water and a stable climate were crucial for
all farmers.

“We’re advocating for the quiet majority of farmers who
want a clean future so their kids can keep farming for-
ever,” Collard said. “Our polling shows farmers are proud
of Australia’s clean, green, and sustainable agricultural
heritage.

“Farmers across Australia are leading the way on sus-
tainable farming, looking after Australia’s biodiversity and
reducing carbon pollution at the same time.

“Farmers for Climate Action is proudly non-partisan, and
we aim to be in the room with the decision makers having
calm and measured conversations.

“This event will bring together numerous leaders from
across the political spectrum so they can hear our mes-
sage loud and clear: Farmers want a clean future.”

The militarisation of the economy is going on apace,
and every extra dollar spent on armaments means less
for hospitals and education and other essential services
for the people. Furthermore, the new warplanes, naval
craft, and other weapons are intended for new wars that
are always a tragedy for the people of all the countries
involved.

Sometimes these issues seem to be a long way away
from the issues of wages, health and safety, and working
conditions in a particular workplace or the problems con-
fronting a particular trade union. But that is an illusion. It is
these bigger issues that have their origins in capitalist glo-
balisation, that underlie the fact that hardship in Australia
is steadily increasing. Many families are living in poverty.

The way forward is unity. Unity does not rule out differenc-
es of opinion, and building strength calls for all participants
to join in the common cause of strengthening the working
class and people’s movements and organisations.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The military-industrial com-
plex. Whence the threat to peace? Both the US and
Russia remain, officially committed to the START treaty
that still limits, despite its uncertain future, the number of
nuclear warheads they possess. Three years ago a sig-
nificant change occurred; a new guidance “fuze” doubled
the hit capacity of US warheads, enabling them, for the
first time, to preemptively destroy all land-based nucle-
ar silos in Russia and China simultaneously. The month
before that, September 2021, saw the US, Britain and
Australia sign the AUKUS treaty, initiating a new stage in
the militarisation of the Pacific.
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Government by morning show

Banning kids from social media in a genocide

Alex McKinnon

On Saturday 14 September, the
ABC reported on the apparent
use of the infamous ‘Hannibal
Directive’ — the IDF’s unoffi-
cial protocol to fire on enemy
combatants holding Israeli
soldiers hostage, even at risk
to those soldiers’ lives — on 77
October. It described Israe-
li attack helicopters and Zik
attack drones emptying their
payloads at vehicles mak-
ing for Gaza without regard
for whether Israeli hostages
were inside, and tanks shell-
ing homes in Kibbutzes where
Hamas soldiers were believed
to be hiding with hostages.

The ABC article didn’t break any
new ground. It recapped reporting
by Haaretz in July, testimony from
7 October survivors published by
Yedioth Ahronoth in December, a
Haaretz interview with Israeli Air
Force reserve colonel Nof Erez,
an interview Israel’s Channel 13
conducted in March with Israeli
tank captain Bar Zonshein, and
the eyewitness account of Neomit
Dekel-Chen, a survivor of the
Hamas attack on Kibbutz Nir Oz,
that was originally published on
13 October.

What’s notable is that it was
published at all. If you relied on
Australia’s largest news outlets
for information on what is objec-
tively one of the biggest ongoing
stories in the world, you'd probably
assume that the genocide in Gaza
ended months ago. You probably
wouldn’t have much idea that the
genocide is a genocide in the first
place. (Presumably Nine’s Chip Le
Grand is preparing to ask the ABC
journalists who wrote the piece if

they consider themselves “October
7 deniers”.)

That makes the news that the
government intends to somehow
ban kids and teenagers from social
media all the more infuriating. List-
ing all the ways in which the “ban”
is an offensively bad idea would
take more time and energy than
I have right now. Maybe this is a
cunning ploy to trick the nation’s
teens into STEM careers by giving
them a janky government firewall
to vault over, but based on Labor’s
recent track record I doubt it.

Labor’s line that this is to “keep
our kids safe” comes from the
same government-by-morning-
show dreck that had Jason Clare
coming out in November to tell
school kids to stop protesting
Gaza and go back to class. The
fact that today’s teenagers are
the most politically and socially
aware in human history, not least
because of what they see on their
phones every day, isn’t seen as a
potential opportunity to push for
bolder policies that might appeal
to this emerging cohort.

It’s seen as a threat — an unwel-
come disruptive element to be
squashed — because it’s making
convenient political fictions impos-
sible to sustain. Young voters who
see footage of people their age
being blown to pieces on a near-
daily basis are much less likely to
believe Penny Wong when she says
the government is “serious about
keeping children safe” or subscribe
to a newspaper site to read takes
about how protests against genocide
are antisemitic.

It goes without saying that
social media is a cesspit. Elon Musk
has turned Twitter into a hell’s
playground for white supremacists.

Photo: Chattanooga Public Library — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0).

Facebook is melting the minds of
Boomer shut-ins with an avalanche
of Al slop. Instagram is pushing
misogyny at an algorithmic level.
(I'm too scared of TikTok to get
on there and see what the kids are
doing.)

But it took nearly a year for
Australia’s biggest and most trusted
news outlet to report a story that
has been covered exhaustively by
Palestinian, Middle Eastern and
Israeli press — a story that most
people in Western countries would
know almost nothing about if not
for social media. An establishment
press that routinely launders Israeli
government lies about Hamas
hiding in refugees’ tents and chil-
drens’ hospitals is, somehow, a
less reliable source of information
about an ongoing genocide than
a social media platform that’s so

toxic its main advertisers are now
things like this:

rea Media ©

Kids are already well aware that
their government and the country’s

biggest media outlets are lying to
them — constantly telling them to
disregard what they see and ignore
their own consciences. Now the
government’s trying to stop kids
from protesting a genocide by ban-
ning them from looking at it. Is it
any wonder that, among voters
under 35, Labor and the Coalition
are going the way of the dinosaurs?
Everythingisfine. beehiiv.com

(Editor's note: Nine’s Chip Le Grand
invented the crime of ‘October

7 Denialism’ and gave it a run in
Melbourne’'s The Age newspaper.
You'd think it meant denying that

the attacks on 7 October took

place, but you'd be wrong. For Le
Grand, ‘October 7 denialism’ means
talking about Israeli persecution

of and attacks on Palestinians

more than Chip Le Grand thinks
appropriate.) &

Melbourne:

Up to 65,000 people gathered outside the Victorian
Trades Hall on September 18 to draw a line in the sand
against the ongoing assault against workers in Austral-
ia. Multiple speakers, including some who had never
spoken before a crowd before, gave stirring speeches
highlighting CFMEU efforts on safety. Speakers were
unanimous against legislation which allows for at-will
destruction of any union that any government wishes
to harm. Speakers highlighted bosses wanting to get
rid of EBAs and return to award wages, as low as $23
an hour, and how they intend to fight them.

The march to Flagstaff Gardens, lead by women carrying a
large banner reading “CFMEU HERE TO STAY”, sprawled down
La Trobe Street. At the gardens, speakers made it clear that the
CFMEU would resist any attempts to roll back workers’ rights.
Zach Smith (CFMEU National Secretary) promised 1,000 new
EBAs in Victoria — a decision from a recent delegates’ meeting
— and promised to fight for pay rises. The line in the sand was
made clear: safety, conditions and wages would not go back-
ward. Organisers made it clear that any employer who crosses
the line will face resistance. The overall message from the rally
was: if the bosses’ attack continues a future rally attached to a
72-hour work stoppage will take place.

Melbourne Comrades &

Robo-debt rule-breaker runs university

The National Tertiary Educa-
tion Union (NTEU) has called
for Charles Sturt University
Vice-Chancellor Renee Leon
to resign after she was found
to have breached public serv-
ice rules as part of her role in
the robo-debt disaster.

Leon, who was the secretary of
the Department of Human Services
between 2017 and 2020, has been

in charge of CSU since 2021. In
a damning report, Public Service
Commissioner Gordon de Brouwer
found Leon breached public service
rules 13 times.

The breaches included misrep-
resentations of the department’s
legal position on income averaging,
failures to correct or qualify that
position and failures to “expedi-
tiously” inform the responsible

minister of advice on the lawfulness
of the robo-debt scheme.

NTEU General Secretary Dr
Damien Cahill said:

“Renee Leon must resign imme-
diately. Her role as vice-chancellor
at CSU is untenable after these
damning findings.

“The chancellor’s claim that
Leon has the full backing of the
university completely ignores the

fact staff want the vice-chancellor
to resign.”

NTEU National President Dr
Alison Barnes said:

“A public university should
not be run by someone found to
have breached public service rules
more than a dozen times through
their role in one of the greatest
public policy disasters in Austral-
ian history.

“The chancellor’s immediate
defence of Ms Leon after the public
service commissioner’s report was
released raises serious questions
about university leadership’s atti-
tude to governance, integrity and
accountability.”

National Tertiary Education Union &
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Op-ed: economy, recession
and crisis

William Briggs

The Australian economy is barely
registering a pulse. Treasurer Jim
Chalmers has been searching about
for someone, anyone to blame. Lead-
ing economists have been contradict-
ing each other as to why things are so
desperately bleak. Are we in reces-
sion? Are we not? Radio presenters ask
the ludicrous question; does it “feel
like a recession?” There is a sense of
panic. Nobody seems willing or able
to explain what is happening and why.

The criticism by Chalmers over the RBA
and interest rates, and the defence of the RBA
by some commentators simply highlights the
chaos that is unfolding. It is a chaos born of
a refusal to accept some unpalatable truths
about the economy, about the anarchy of
capitalism and about the depth of crisis that
exists in capitalism.

Some observers claim that the “problem”
in Australia is exacerbated by conflicting
priorities between the government and the
Reserve Bank. Others argue that “transpar-
ency” is required. No amount of muddying
the waters can change the fact that the
economy is going nowhere and that it has
been in deep trouble since the GFC of 2008.

There are no levers that can be pulled
to resolve the problems we are facing. Aus-
tralia is just one economy among many in
the global capitalist system. Australia may
be not quite in official recession. The apolo-
gists for our economic structures might
point to a miniscule rise in the economy
and say that there is still growth, but the
same sorry story is being played out across
the capitalist world.

GDP growth in Australia has contracted
for the past six quarters. G20 nations are in
the same boat. Germany is growing at 0.1
per cent, Canada at 1.15, France at 0.75,
Japan at 0.86 and the UK at 0.46 per cent
for this year. The ‘best performer’ is the US
at a far-from-healthy 2.5 per cent growth.

Australia’s growth rate for the past quar-
ter was 0.2 per cent. This was the result of
government spending. Its annual growth
rate is very much in the middle of G20
expectations. Counting becomes a subjective
measure. When per capita GDP is consid-
ered then we are well and truly in recession.

Treasurers, shadow treasurers, RBA
officials, economist are all sniping at one
another. It is easy to become confused. Per-
haps we are meant to be confused. We are

told that interest rates are to blame. Then we
hear that inflation must be brought under
control if the economy is to grow. The next
authoritative voice tells us that unemploy-
ment rates need to rise to counter inflation.

Significant spokespeople for capital
quickly joined the debate. Geoff Wilson,
who heads one of the country’s leading
asset management firms, claimed that the
problem was of the government’s making.
In his opinion, broadly reflecting much of
the thinking of his class, the fault is that
the Labor government has been running
“expansionary” budgets which have made
the RBA’s work impossible. The working
class of this country would dearly love to
see the evidence. The Albanese government
has cut services, not delivered on election
promises, and raised military spending to
unsustainable levels. Wilson doesn’t say, but
it’s a safe bet he doesn’t think the military
spending is unsustainable. Spending for
war is often left out of criticism on budgets.

The fact is that the economy is growing
at the slowest rate since the ‘recession we
had to have’ of the 1990s.

The fact is that household spending rose
by just 0.5 per cent in the last year which
is well below an even low ten-year average.

The fact is that private sector wage
growth is the lowest in the last two years and
that wages have been in decline for decades.
This is reflected in all OECD countries.

Consumer spending fell by 3.1 per cent
in the last year and retail sales fell by 0.3
per cent in the last quarter. Food banks
can’t cope with demand. Homelessness
and poverty are on the rise. People are not
spending because they have no disposable
income. Those with mortgages are having to
spend hundreds of dollars extra each week
to keep a roof over their head.

The fact is that the crisis in our economy
cannot be fixed. It shares the same problems
as all capitalist economies. Capitalist crises
historically come in cycles. Boom followed
bust. The period between crises has shrunk as
the crisis in capitalism has sharpened. There
is now little respite. Capitalism never really
recovered from the GFC of 2008.

The Governor of the RBA may offer
advice about the nature of inflation and how
to tackle it. She may say that some people will
lose their homes in that battle. The treasurer
may claim that the RBA has ‘smashed’ the
economy. No Dr Chalmers, it is capitalism
that smashed the economy. &

Photo: Alex Proimos — flickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0).
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Lismore gathering highlights

Indigenous community lead-
ers and disaster resilience
experts will gather at Lismore
Showground — a central point
for emergency flood support
and relief during the region’s
flood emergency — to high-
light the importance of Indig-
enous leadership in disaster
response and recovery.

The National Indigenous Dis-
aster Resilience (NIDR) initiative
— part of Monash University’s Fire
to Flourish program — seeks to
advance the resilience and recovery
of Indigenous communities in the
face of increasing disasters.

As disasters impact on Indig-
enous peoples at greater rates than
non-Indigenous people, NIDR seeks
to fill gaps in knowledge and under-
standing about Indigenous expe-
riences of disasters, and harness
opportunities to embed Indigenous
leadership in Australia’s future
responses to major disaster events.

Indigenous leadership

The immersive three day NIDR
Gathering will feature keynotes,
plenary sessions, workshops,
yarning circles and on-Country
activities. The Welcome Reception
will be hosted by the Koori Mail, a
local Indigenous media company
which led the community response
during and after the catastrophic
2022 floods.

Bhiamie Williamson, a proud
Euahlayi man and NIDR Research
Lead, said the event was a chance
for representatives across disaster
response and emergency sectors to
support Indigenous-led conversa-
tions on disaster resilience.

“It has been 18 months since
the 2022 floods that devastated the
Lismore region, this is an opportu-
nity to highlight and celebrate some
of the local leaders and successes
that helped to rebuild and provide
flood support to a community in
need,” Williamson said.

“Since 2019, more than 60 per

cent of Local Government Areas
(LGAs) that experience disaster
events — like Lismore — have an
Indigenous population higher than
the national average. Yet, disaster
response in Australia has not suf-
ficiently taken Indigenous peoples’
distinct needs, nor strengths, into
account. We are hoping to address
this by connecting the relevant lead-
ers that work in this area.”

Professor Briony Rogers, Chief
Executive Officer of Fire to Flour-
ish said the NIDR Gathering is a
wonderful opportunity for attendees
to hear and learn from Indigenous
leaders, about how Australia’s
Indigenous peoples experience
disasters.

“There is so much knowledge to
be gained and by listening deeply
we can improve the structures and
processes of our emergency man-
agement and disaster resilience for
everyone.”

The gathering builds on the

goal of the NIDR 2023 Summit,
the first ever event dedicated to
connecting Indigenous disaster
resilience leaders with a community
of non-Indigenous practitioners
working in disaster resilience and
emergency management sectors.

Wiliamson said that champi-
oning indigenous leadership in
disaster resilience is pivotal to
create lasting change in the struc-
tures, institutions and processes
of emergency management and
disaster response.

“As climate change fuels more
and more major disasters, it is vital
that we understand the unique
needs of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. If we don’t
understand how disasters impact
us in ways that are different to all
others, we will be unable to support
our communities in response and
recovery,” Williamson said.

The event follows the National
High risk Weather Summit held in

Canberra where the first ever ‘Plan-
ning Evacuations with Indigenous
Communities Guide’ was launched
by members of the National Indig-
enous Disaster Resilience team.

“As traditional owners and
custodians of Australia’s lands and
waters, Indigenous peoples must
be leading agents in enhancing
the resilience of both their lands,
Country and communities,” Wil-
liamson said.

The NIDR Gathering will be
held between 24 - 26 September at
Lismore Showgrounds. The event
is hosted in collaboration with
Jagun Alliance, Resilient Lismore
and Koori Mail.

Monash University &



Guardian

The Universities
Accord: Will it work?

A Carruthers

The Universities Accord is the
first major review of higher
education policy since 2008.
It comes on the back of a disas-
trous decade for the sector. As
the NTEU (National Tertiary
Education Union) put it, “For
decades, thousands of higher
education staff have experi-
enced insecure employment,
wage theft, and damaging
workplace culture because of
poor university governance.”

The Universities Accord Panel
agreed, and called for rapid changes
in governance structures to save
the sector. “Save” is the word being
used here because, as anyone work-
ing in universities can attest, the
situation is so systemically broken
that, if nothing is done, student
and staff conditions will become
intolerable and the whole point
of having universities will be lost.

The numbers are dire: over
100,000 workers in Higher Educa-
tion have had wages stolen, exceed-
ing $382 million nationally, mostly
in dodgy casual contracts. Job cuts
number in the tens of thousands,
waxing and waning at the whim
of management; the latest threat

from Universities Australia is an
axe to 14,000 jobs.

Meanwhile, Vice-Chancellor
salaries have gone through the
roof. The average VC salary is well
over $1 million dollars — Monash
University’s VC for instance is paid
$1,569,999.

Worse: there’s no democracy
whatsoever in university govern-
ance. Academic corporate boards
and academic councils in Austral-
ian universities now have little to
no representation from staff and
students. They're usually internally-
appointed fossil fuel CEOs that
nobody knows about; strange men
in suits who know nothing about
research and have no connection to
staff or students. They’re the cream
of the crop of the upper crust of the
national bourgeoisie, completely
out of touch with people.

The bottom line is this: Austral-
ian universities have ceased being
places of learning, places where
stable salaries are earned and
sober analysis is made. Instead,
they’re where the most extreme and
hysterical form of neoliberalism
is found. The lack of democratic
mechanisms and democratic trans-
parency or oversight at most Aus-
tralian unis has led to catastrophic

- T E

University of South Australia, School of Mines, North Terrace, Adelaide.
Photo: Rexness — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

errors of governance, absurd levels
of expenditure in the wrong areas
(i.e., weird marketing campaigns,
carparks, empty buildings that can’t
even be booked), and worsening
conditions for staff and students.

In the midst of this, and on the
back of the Universities Accord,
Labor has announced caps on
international students. But they
have not guaranteed no further
job losses. They have only agreed
to follow through on 29 of the 47
recommendations “in part.” This
is sure to be disastrous yet again.

Pressure needs to be put on the
ALP and the Australian government
to follow through on the findings of
the Accord, and do so swiftly and
comprehensively. What is needed
most of all is an Australian gov-
ernment that forcibly and aggres-
sively reforms the sector from top
to bottom, which forcibly intervenes
to install a truly transparent, demo-
cratic governance system, ends
wage theft, job cuts, and course
cuts, a government which restores
funding and job security, cuts VC
salaries, works on the ground with
people, that is not out of touch with
staff and students. &

Asylum-seekers still
detained on Nauru

In July 2023 when the final refugees were
removed from Nauru, there was some hope
that it would signal the beginning of an end to
the abhorrent practice of offshore detention.

A few months later, the Labor government started
secretively transporting and locking people up again

on Nauru.

It is now 12 months since the first new groups of
asylum-seekers were sent to immigration detention
on Nauru by Australia, and we know little about their
health and welfare as the government cares about the

lives of any refugees.

The Refugee Action Collective (RAC) has con-

own sake.

There’s no resettlement plan, no legal transpar-
ency about the processing of the claims. It’s just an
expensive political exercise in flexing muscles for its

People escape war and persecution so they can live
free and in safety. It doesn’t matter if they arrive by

air or sea, their treatment should not be discrimina-

tory, secretive or fundamentally unjust.

RAC calls for the asylum-seekers on Nauru and
in Papua New Guinea to be brought here and offered
protection. They also call for the government to abolish

offshore detention and mandatory detention.

demned the Australian government for keeping offshore
processing in place after such a disastrous history of
causing the worst forms of harm and cruelty.

Refugee Action Collective &
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China and peace -
a good news story

Peter Farmer

Life can be pretty discouraging for people in the peace
movement. Nuclear arms still menace the world, and
Australia is making things worse by buying into the
AUKUS program at a record-breaking cost which will
decimate other areas of government spending. The US
is backing Israel as it commits genocide in front of social
media video feeds, as well as encouraging Ukraine to
fight to the last Ukrainian with weapons and financial
encouragement. Whoever wins the next US presidential
election, that country will be interested in peace only as
much as it helps its interests.

However, there is a good news story for peace. It’s
called China. Here are some ways in which China is a
reason to be hopeful for global peace.

Firstly, China contributes directly to peace by hosting
meetings between opposed groups, such as the recent
meeting held in Beijing between Iran and the Arab coun-
tries, and the conference of Palestinian groups earlier
this year. China is seen as much more of an ‘honest
broker’ than the US because it does not have the same
history of throwing its weight around in an effort to run
the world.

Another reason for hope is China’s efforts to be on good
terms with other countries. It has had a very successful
meeting with Vietnam, and has great relations with coun-
tries as varied as Sri Lanka and Laos, through the Belt
and Road Initiative, the BRI. Contrary to vague scare
stories about ‘debt trap diplomacy’ the BRI has been a
huge source of debt forgiveness. China also works hard
for good relations with countries like Australia and the
UsS.

China has nuclear weapons, it’s true, but unlike the USA,
it has a clear ‘no first use’ policy, something the USA has
explicitly ruled out.

More broadly, another Chinese policy which augers
well for global peace is “shared future.” This has not
been widely noticed among the deluge of stories about
China’s “rise,” and the alarmist talk of it being “assertive,”
but China’s policy towards the world is “win-win,” not win-
ner takes all. The Communist Party of China has been
very clear that it is not aiming for global domination,
but for ‘multi-polarity’; in other words, a world with no
one superpower dictating to other nations, with respect
between nations. No wonder the USA sees it as a threat!

Does this mean that all anyone needs to do for world
peace is to support China? Obviously not. Peace, like
war, is an area where it takes a lot more than two to tan-
go. We need to work hard to fight against militarism in
our own country. The Guardian, The Workers’ Weekly
and this column in particular draw readers’ attention to
areas where we need to work for change; AUKUS, the
militarisation of South Australia into ‘the defence state,
Australia’s support for Israel — the list is endless. There’s
a lot to do. Fighting against our country’s slavish ‘alli-
ance’ with the USA is a work in progress to say the least.

However, it's good to know that there are international
reasons for hope. It's good for peace activists to know
that the world’s second largest country and second larg-
est economy is on the road to a peaceful planet.
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Homage to
Comrade
Sitaram Yechury

The Polit Bureau of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) expresses its
profound grief at the passing away of
Comrade Sitaram Yechury, General
Secretary of the Party on 12 September
2024. He died after battling a severe
lung infection at the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi.
He was aged 72 years.

Sitaram Yechury was the foremost leader
of the Communist Party of India (Marxist),
an outstanding leader of the Left movement
and a well-known Marxist ideologue.

He was a brilliant student who secured
a first class in both his undergraduate and
post-graduate degrees in economics. He
joined the student movement in Jawahar-
lal Nehru University in 1974 and became a
leader of the Students’ Federation of India.
He was thrice elected as President of the
Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’ Union
within a span of two years. He was All India
President of the Students Federation of India
from 1984 to 1986 and played an important
role in developing the student organisation
as an all-India force.

Sitaram Yechury joined the CPI(M) in
1975. He was arrested during the Emergency
for his political activities. He was elected to
the Central Committee of the Party in 1985
at the 12th Congress and he remained on
the Central Committee until now. He was
elected to the Central Secretariat in 1989
and to the Polit Bureau in 1992 at the 14th
Congress of the Party.

He was elected as General Secretary of
the CPI(M) at the 21st Congress in 2015, a
position he continued until now. As part of the
leadership team at the Party Centre for over
three decades, he played an important role
in formulating the political positions of the
Party from time to time. It was in the field of
ideology that Sitaram played a distinctive role.
The Party adopted a resolution ‘On Certain
Ideological Issues’ at the 14th Congress, which
formulated the ideological positions of the
Party consequent to the setbacks to socialism.
This resolution was presented by Comrade
Sitaram to the Congress. Subsequently, he
was the prime mover of the resolution which
updated the ideological positions adopted
at the 20th Congress of the Party in 2012.

As head of the International Department
of the Central Committee, he participated in
various international forums of Communist
and progressive forces, and strengthened rela-
tions with socialist countries and solidarity
with anti-imperialist movements.

Sitaram Yechury was the Editor of the
Party’s weekly paper, People’s Democracy,
for over two decades. He was also a prolific
writer. His other main contribution in the
ideological field was his critique of Hindutva,
which was published in his books, What is
this "Hindu Rashtra’? and Communalism
vs Secularism.

Sitaram Yechury was a member of the
Rajya Sabha Jawaharial Nehru University for

If was Iin

two terms from 2005 to 2017. He served as
the leader of the CPI(M) group and was an
effective parliamentarian. He was given the
best parliamentarian award in 2017.

In the recent period, Sitaram Yechury
devoted a lot of his time and energy towards
forging a broad unity of the secular opposition
parties, which took the shape of the INDIA
bloc. In both the period of the United Front
government and later the United Progressive
Alliance government, Sitaram was one of the
key interlocutors for the CPI(M), which was
supporting these coalitions.

Given his amiable temperament, he had
a wide circle of friends across the political
spectrum and in all walks of life. He was
respected by all for his political integrity
and commitment.

The untimely demise of Sitaram Yechury
at this crucial juncture in our national
politics is a big blow for the CPI(M) and a
grievous loss for the Left, democratic and
secular forces.

The Polit Bureau pays respectful homage
to our beloved colleague and dips the red
banner in his memory. The Polit Bureau calls
upon all Party ranks to unite and work harder
to advance the struggle for an exploitation-
free society. This is the best tribute that can
be paid to him.

The Polit Bureau conveys its deepest
sympathy and condolences to his wife Seema,
his daughter Akhila, son Danish, brother
Shankar and all other family members.

(Muralidharan)
For CPI(M) Central
Committee office
(Editor's note: The Emergency’ was a
21-month period of repression from 1975-
1977 in India under Prime Minister Indira
Ghandi. Over 100,000 political opponents and
journalists were imprisoned) &

of ideology that
Sitaram played
a distinctive role.
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A rich history

Sitaram Yechury is the General Secretary of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and the parliamentary group leader of his Party. When he visited
Sydney to speak at a conference he also visited the Communist Party of
Australia’s headquarters. He kindly agreed to an interview with Anna Pha
from the Guardian which we are republishing here in his memory.

Guardian: I thought we could start
with some background about the Com-
munist Party of India Marxist?

Sitaram: The Party has a very long
history. It is the product of the fight of the
Indian communists, first against revisionism
that appeared in the communist movement
and then against adventurism that surfaced
a few years later.

G: What period are we talking
about?

SY: I am talking about the decade of
the 1960s. Following the 20th Congress of
the CPSU [Communist Party of the Soviet
Union — 1956] these trends developed in
the international Communist movement.

Both these manifestations emerged rather
strongly in India and we had to struggle
against them. Eventually, the Indian Com-
munist stream ended up in three streams: one
the CPI, one the CPI(ML) which was more
aligned to Chinese and in those days Mao Ze
Dong’s positions and then us, the CPI(M).

But over a period of time we grew to
become the stronger of these three ten-
dencies and emerged as a major player in
Indian politics, a role we continue to play
now though not in such a big way as it used
to be. But still it is a force that Indian politics
cannot ignore.

So there is a distinct point of view in
Indian politics that is articulated by the
CPI(M) and represented by the CPI(M).

G: So how large is the CPI(M)?

SY: It has over 100,000 members. We
are very selective in our party membership.
We have very rigorous criteria. But we have
what we call the mass organisations in which
the party leaders work, leading that section
of the people.

Apart from the trade unions, youth, stu-
dents, women, the agricultural workers and
the peasantry, we also have employees like
federations of financial organisations like the
banks, like the insurance companies, like the
teachers, university and college teachers, and
all these federations. When you add up the
membership of all that together it is around
40 million plus.

G: Are you concentrated in particu-
lar parts of India?

SY: Traditionally we have been stronger
in three of the Indian states — in Bengal,
Kerala and in Tripura.

Of these three we have now the state
governments in Kerala and Tripura — elected
governments in which the CPI(M) is in the
lead of these governments. In Bengal, we
have been under tremendous attack by a
grand coalition of all the reactionary forces
that managed to come together to put an end
to our winning elections after our winning
seven times on the trot and forming and
running a government for 35 years.

They had the great, grand coalition for
that.

G: When did they succeed?

SY: That was in 2011. They succeeded
on the basis of and continue to maintain
themselves on the basis of a very intense
level of politics that is determined by vio-
lence and terror.

We have lost more than 200 comrades
of ours during the last four years or so. And
these struggles continue every day. There’s
physical fights that continue to happen. We
are facing it, our comrades are braving it and
I think will be able to hold them.

G: I think the CPI(M) has a rich
history of martyrs and struggle.

SY: We do. The Party has what we call a
very rich history of what we call mass agita-
tions, which are not only strikes but marches
where we march through various stretches
of the country.

It is not as the long march of the Chinese
but it is the same idea. We cut across the
lands in the various states and we still do
that. In fact next week, all the agricultural
workers and the farmers are organising seven
different marches from all across India to

congregate at a central place after a period
of nearly 45 days of marching.

That is to highlight the issue of a very
deep agrarian crisis in India.

AGRARIAN CRISIS

G: Could you tell us more about
that crisis?

SY: India has traditionally been an agri-
cultural economy but of late in the last 20
years or so with globalisation and all that
— all of us are familiar with — the nature of
the Indian economy underwent changes
and today it is the services, that includes
the information technology sector, where
India has developed itself to be very good
with human skills in the software branches.

So the services sector has actually become
the dominant contributor to India’s GDP,
and then after industry, agriculture has been
reduced to the third position. But yet more
than 60 per cent of the Indian people are
dependent on agriculture.

So therefore the agrarian distress is a
very serious issue for us in India because of
these new agreements that have been con-
cluded. Whether it is the Doha agreement
or the WTO [World Trade Organisation], or
whether it is the access of foreign imports to
India, Indian agriculture is actually suffer-
ing with the dumping of highly subsidised
western products. That is really affecting
our farming in a big way.

As a result of this the Indian farmer is
not getting proper remuneration for his
produce which is leading up to the farm-
ers taking loans from the banks in order to
survive. The inability to return these loans
is pushing thousands of farmers to commit
distress suicides. These distress suicides,
very distressing as it is, the volumes are
increasing rapidly.

So we have a very serious agrarian crisis.
Unless the Indian government and the state
intervene positively, giving relief to our farm-
ing community and ensuring proper wages
to the agricultural workers, this crisis cannot
be overcome.

In the last 10 years, for instance, the real
wages of agricultural workers have actually
declined so their living conditions are worse
than what they used to be. So the march is
highlighting these issues and demanding the
government give these farmers an adequate
minimum support price for their produce so
that they don’t have to starve.

PITTING WORKER
AGAINST WORKER

G: If we could return to the ques-
tion of services, this is an issue that
concerns Australian workers and
trade unions because, for example,
Telstra recently announced the sack-
ing of 400-500 workers because they
are going offshore to India for call
centres. There is a pattern of compa-
nies going offshore for cheap, skilled
technical labour and sacking Austral-
ian workers which of course then has
a tendency to pit Australian workers
against Indian workers as they are
seen as “taking our jobs.” I am wonder-
ing if there are any communications
between the trade union centres and
what approach the CPI(M) is taking
on this question?

SY: There are approaches, in fact both
between the trade unions and also as part
of the World Federation of Trade Unions
whose Congress, as I speak, is meeting in
Dublin that issue figured. This is going to
be a major issue on which there should be
a unified position.

The point is very simple. This is the tactic
of the bourgeoisie to pit one worker in one
country against the worker of the other while
the actual culprit is the bourgeoisie who in
their search for maximising profits that this
offshore business is happening. It is not that
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the Indian people are stealing Australian
jobs. It’s the Australian bourgeoisie who
is maximising profits by shifting to India.

That target should not be missed out.
What the bourgeoisie always does is pit one
section of workers against the other while
they get away scot-free by their predatory
profit maximisation which is what capital-
ism is all about.

So I think both the Australian workers
and the Indian workers will have to bring
back the central issue into focus. That is as
far as the Party is concerned. We are trying
to tell the trade unions that you have to bring
it back to that focus, saying that the Indian
workers be given the same rates of wages
that are paid to Australian workers.

If that is done then they will not shift.
Why would they shift?

DEINDUSTRIALISATION

G: Could you say more about the
government’s domestic policies?

SY: Domestically the policies are impos-
ing unprecedented burdens on our people.
The economic policy is more connected with
creating greater access for foreign capital to
maximise profits. They have opened up every
area of the Indian economy to the inflow of
foreign capital.

The net result is that Indian domestic
industry is very badly affected. Not just
agriculture, but everything.

India has a very large component of
industry which we call small scale indus-
try. They are small units. They are not huge
factories and these small units employ the
maximum number of people.

Now with this inflow of foreign capital,
these small units are the ones that are get-
ting wiped out. And with them employment
for millions of people is wiped out. So that is
leading to growing unemployment.

There are completely uncontrollable rises
in the prices of all food articles and social
commodities. The subsidies are all being
withdrawn, if not already withdrawn they
are all being withdrawn.

So the net result because of the global
capitalist thirst, by opening up India’s
economy and resources for international
capital profit maximisation, India’s domes-
tic deindustrialisation has virtually begun.

G: It could hardly have been said
to have become industrialised?

SY: That’s right. Last month data that
had been put out by the government shows a
negative, a minus 2 point something growth
of industry and minus 3.3 per cent growth
of manufacturing.

Any economist would tell you that the
production of capital goods is the index for
the future of the economy. Last month’s
capital goods production figure fell by minus
29.6 per cent. Whopping! That means no
new investment is being planned for the
next few years.

So this is the overall crisis, difficult times
in India.

TRADE AGREEMENTS

G: India is part of the Trans Pacific
Partnership, the Trade In Services
Agreement?

SY: Yes, and now they are going for a
free trade agreement with the European
Union which will be disastrous for India.
It means that highly subsidised European
dairy and agricultural products will flood
Indian markets and the Indian farmer,
already in crisis, is going to be completely
drowned with this.

It is a right-wing government in India, but
so far the right-wing policies were confined to
domestic issues which are also very danger-
ous as they are going to completely disrupt
the unity of our country and our people.

India is a huge multinational country.
You really can’t have an exclusivist political
situation where you speak for only one reli-
gion or you speak for one language.

But among its diversities what we have
is a government that is pursuing a singularly
exclusivist agenda of wanting to convert
India to be more and more dominated by
just one community, a religious community
and that is Hindu and by only one language
which is Hindi.

India will just implode. That is India’s
domestic right-wing government that is
happening and that is in current terms of
employing people in various positions.

US STRATEGIC
DEFENCE PARTNER

G: I think it would be worth you
saying a few words about recent devel-
opments in India’s relations with the
US and the recent military agreement,
because India until the Modi govern-
ment, if I am correct, was considered
non-aligned.

SY: That’s correct.

We are very concerned and critical of what
our government, the Indian government, is
doing in this area. In fact we have organised
public actions against the government’s move
of virtually using India as a subordinate area
of US imperialism.

India has now been reduced as a subor-
dinate ally and the USA has declared India
as its Strategic Defence Partner which is
something that it has never been in India’s
case. This is the first time you are having
a Non-Aligned Summit where an Indian
Prime Minister has not attended. This has
never happened in the history of our land.

It is a very clear shift to pro-US impe-
rialism. It is happening in all areas. It’s not
only in foreign policy, but it is happening in
defence as a strategic defence partner; it is
happening in the economic sphere with free
trade agreements and the signing of vari-
ous economic treaties; it’s happening with
climate change where suddenly against the
opinion of the Indian parliament, decided
to go and ratify the Paris Accord. This hap-
pened just two days ago. So these are not
usual developments.

G: Have the relations with Russia
changed with this government?

SY: Yes, because the government has
moved away from the traditional framework
of our defence cooperation relations. So, they
moved away from Russian defence coopera-
tion which means they are buying a lot of
western defence equipment which again is
very disturbing for us because we have about
200 million Indian Muslims. India is now
buying a lot from Israel.

India has the largest military budget from
Israel in the world today. This means that
we are financing to a large extent Israel’s
continuing oppression of the Palestinians.

That is something that was impossi-
ble to have conceived of even a few years
ago. Naturally it is disturbing Russia. Now
they have signed to buy a huge number of
French fighter planes and a lot of American
equipment.

US imperialism is creating a
situation,encouraging tensions between
India and Pakistan.
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Anna Pha with Sitaram Yechury during the interview.

HINDU FUNDAMENTALISM

G: That brings me to my next
question:what is happening in Paki-
stan and also inKashmir?

SY: With the right-wing government in
India it was only a matter of time before this
became very sharply exposed. I mean if you
are talking only of a Hindu India then you
will have a Muslim reaction. So you have
Muslim fundamentalists on the other side
and you have Hindu fundamentalists in India
and they both feed each other.

That is exactly what is happening, with
greater tensions between the two countries
and that is a playground for US imperial-
ism and for the military industrial complex.

G: They play both sides ...

SY: Absolutely. The US have this defence
agreement with India, calling it a major stra-
tegic defence partner and now they [the US]
are talking with Pakistan along similar lines.
So they do it with both sides, that’s how they
always come through.

But there has always been this tension
between India and Pakistan on Kashmir.

PARTITIONING OF INDIA

On Kashmir, the fact of the matter has
always been that British India was united, it
included Pakistan, Bangladesh and Kashmir.
When British India became independent,
at that time, unfortunately the partition of
India took place.

Many of these, what we call princely
states, they are feudal kingdoms in British
India — there were about 666 plus in British
India at that time — so all of them were given
the option to choose who they wanted to go
with. India or Pakistan. So it was mayhem,
some choosing here, some there.

So when that was finally settled, Kashmir
remained in dispute, which actually was not
a dispute because the ruler of Kashmir had
signed the accord of acceding to the Indian
union in 1948. But Pakistan contested that.
That is a bone of dispute.

Now historically the rulers were given
the option of choosing where to go. The ruler
chose to go with India. Pakistan’s argument
is that the ruler chose India because the ruler
was a Hindu but the majority of the people
are Muslim.

So it was not the people who chose to
go with India but it was the ruler. So Paki-
stan claims that the people want to go with
Pakistan. That is not a fact at all. Today,
in fact, in Kashmir, if you ask anyone who

they want to be with, they will tell you they
neither want Pakistan nor India.

That is where we are worried because
Kashmir is part of India but why are people
getting alienated? For that we have taken,
the CPI(M) have taken, a public position
consistently through all these disturbances
saying that the government of India should
have a political dialogue with all the stake-
holders in Kashmir.

Political parties, non-political parties, all
those who are stakeholders and see where
the promises made to Kashmir at the time of
their joining India, if under those promises
how much has not been fulfilled or not been
kept by the Indian state, and how that has
been constantly eroded by the Indian state
that leads to the alienation of the people.

So they need to be addressed. Now the
unfortunate part is that part of Kashmir
is occupied by Pakistan, and that part of
Kashmir they have not occupied Pakistan
are saying is occupied by India.

G: And that suits the US?

SY: Absolutely. And that is the imperialist
and the USA. Just look at it geographically
and the geopolitics of it. Kashmir today, what
is occupied today by Pakistan in that valley
is what the US would love, that is what they
want to have to create an independent state.

An independent state means that is the
point of access to Central Asia — to Afghani-
stan — and that is the part that joins with
China, Tibet. And so it is a very strategic
location. And that is exactly what the USA
would want.

Pakistan, because of its own historical
origins and because of its Muslim popula-
tion is saying Kashmir is theirs and India is
saying no, the king has signed accession to
the Indian union, so it is ours.

And legally, India has the legal documen-
tation, because that is what the ruler signed.
That is what Mountbatten* told these princely
kingdoms: you are to choose between India
and Pakistan. They chose India. So legally
India is right.

So all of this together contributes to
a rather difficult situation. Therefore the
only way is to win back the confidence of
the people of Kashmir by the Indian state
and this can only happen through a political
dialogue with all the stakeholders concerned.

That is what we are pressing for.

*Lord Mountbatten was viceroy of India with a
mandate to oversee the British withdrawal in
1947 when India won its independence from
its British colonisers. &

We (India) are financing to a
large extent Israel’s continuing
oppression of the Palestinians.
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Japan’s re-militarisiation

Dear Comrade Editor,
The article ‘Concern over Japan’s
rising militarism’ (Guardian #2116)
really struck a chord with me. I lived
in Japan for almost a decade, from
1995 to 2005, and witnessed, on the
ground, the creeping re-militarisation
that the article describes.

In one way, I noticed it by an absence.
Japanese accounts of the Second World

War are entirely internal, referring only to
the war’s effects on Japan and the suffering
it endured due to incendiary bombing cam-
paigns by the USA, as well as the heartbreak
of people who lost loved ones overseas.

The suffering was very real, but the self-
centred way it is portrayed could lead one to
conclude that the rest of the world decided
to carpet-bomb Japan for no good reason.
There is almost no depiction of the Japanese
invasion of China and of other Asian coun-
tries, and the main reason that the topic of
Japan’s brutal thirty-year occupation of Korea
comes up is when some Japanese people
complain that the Koreans are expecting
Japan to apologise properly.

It’s not all bad news; there is a sizable
constituency for peace in Japan, and several
political parties really value the ‘pacifist
constitution.” However the governing party,
the Liberal-Democratic Party which holds a
near-monopoly on power, is steadily moving
Japan towards re-militarisation.

Petar Privednik
Victoria

Beyond Economics:
The Human Cost of Sanctions

Dear Comrade Editor,

The United Nations defines ‘unilat-
eral coercive measures’ as economic
actions taken by one state to compel
another to change its policy. How-
ever, the reality is far more sinister.
These so-called “sanctions” are often
aggressive acts of warfare, designed
to inflict collateral or direct damage
on a targeted nation’s population and
environment.

From trade embargoes and financial
blockades, to asset freezes and travel bans,
these measures have a devastating impact
on millions of people. They cause physi-
cal harm, malnutrition, disease, economic
hardship, and environmental degradation.
Despite their humanitarian consequences,
the United States has frequently employed
sanctions as a tool of foreign policy, par-
ticularly against nations that challenge its
economic or political interests.

Guardian

Venezuela, a country that has dared to
defy the neoliberal capitalist order dominated
by the United States and Western Europe,
has been a prime target of these sanctions.
Since the rise of the Bolivarian Revolution
under Hugo Chévez and his successor, Nicolas
Maduro, the United States has pursued a
relentless campaign of hostility, including
failed coups, economic warfare, and threats
of military intervention.

The devastating impact of these sanctions
on the Venezuelan people is undeniable.
They have led to catastrophic inflation, and
a collapse of essential services. Yet, despite
the growing international condemnation of
these measures, the United States continues
to escalate its aggression against Venezuela,
demonstrating a disregard for human suf-
fering and international law.

Jesus Rojas

WORTH READING: UNEXPECTED CLASSICS

Critias

Plato and geology

Western Marxist attempts
to reconcile Marxism with
individualism.

In the 4th century BC, Plato
writes in Critias about his concern
for soil degradation in Attica. He
was the first ancient philosopher
to write on deforestation, the
stripping of the sail, erosion and
their impact on local agriculture.
He also discusses the impact

of geology and earthquakes on
ancient Greece.

Nekrassov

Sartre and fun

If he’s thought of at all, Jean-
Paul Sartre is associated with
existentialism, a now old-
fashioned term for pretentious
moping, and with plays in
which people have very serious
conversations about that it all
means. For those in the know,

Much less well-known is that a
couple of Sartre’s plays are still
really funny. Nekrassov is the
story of a creative but depressed
man in Cold War France who
pretends to be a Soviet defector.
For a while, he has fun accusing
various obnoxious public figures
of being Communist spies, but
then it gets out of hand.

Dialectics of Nature

Engels and conservation

We don’t think of Marx and
Engels relating to conservation.
They were writing at a time when
nature seemed inexhaustible.
However, Engels never stopped
thinking, and this late book is him
applying the dialectics he took
from Hegel to nature.

he’s associated with failed
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Union Crossword
Answers

Across
1. Scab
3. ALP

4. Picket

7. CFMEU

8. FredPaterson

9. RankAndFile

Down
1. StrikeFund
2. BLF
5. Eureka
6 Wharfies

APOLOGY: We realise

that the correct spelling of
Paterson is as above, and
that in the crossword the clue
only worked with Patterson,
not Paterson. The Guardian
apologises and will redouble
its crossword proofreading
efforts.

Across;
3. Will cost taxpayers hundreds of billions for no
positive return (10)
4. International system AUKUS is in aid of (8)
6. We'll have none of this with AUKUS in place

(5)

A8 7. Region where AUKUS impact will be felt the
most (7)
9. What we are heading towards (7-3)
10. American colonial territory where threats to
global security may be held (4)

Down;

1. The sector that's been stripped of
funding for AUKUS (6)
2. AUKUS is seen as a move

towards this (12)

2. Annual naval exercise involving
AUKUS members (7)
8. Country with strained relations
after AUKUS announcement (6)
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The Hannibal Directive
and Israeli army ‘morality’

William Briggs

Despite everything that has
happened in Gaza since Octo-
ber 2023, some still cling
to the absurd claim that the
Israeli military is the world’s
‘most moral.” The myth that
the Israeli army does not
target civilians is still touted
about by the likes of Netanya-
hu and a dwindling supporter
base. The thousands of dead
civilian Palestinians debunk
that myth.

The very name Israel Defence
Force (IDF) is now a lie. The enact-
ment of the ‘Hannibal Directive,’
that allows the army to kill its own
people rather than see them become
captives is a final nail in the coffin.
Israel can have no credibility as a
legitimate state if it can sanction
the deaths of its own people.

The ‘Directive’ was originally
formulated as a battlefield order.
Soldiers are after all seen to be dis-
pensable. It was used on 77 October

against military personnel as well
as its own civilian population —
the ones the ‘IDF’ is supposed to
defend. From the start journalists
expressed doubts about the level
of destruction inside Israel. The
cameras showed Hamas fighters
armed with machine guns but
no heavy weaponry. The footage
showed major damage to build-
ings that simply could not have
been inflicted with those same light
weapons. Journalists reported this
but it was quickly swept aside my
the news of that fateful day and the
horror of the ensuing days, weeks
and months unfolded.

Reports are now showing what
many have long believed. The Israe-
lis, enacting the Hannibal Directive,
used fighter jets and tanks against
vehicles, buildings and homes,
killing Hamas operatives, Israeli
soldiers, and civilians alike.

The Israeli forces are highly
trained and professional. However,
as Israeli Air Force Colonel Nof Erez
(now retired) described it, “this was

Provocation in
Korea: DPRK
responds

Australia and New Zealand
participate in the so-called ‘UN
Command’ in Korea. A bet-
ter name would be ‘US Com-
mand,’ since the command is
directed by the US.

The Institute for Disarmament
and Peace of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) has
released the following statement
in response:

The US and its vassal forces
convened the second round of meet-
ing of defence authorities between
the Republic of Korea (ROK) and
member nations of the “UN Com-
mand” on 10 September.

Their moves to revitalise the
tool for war and confrontation on
the Korean peninsula even at the
cost of usurping the authority of
the UN are indeed arousing a seri-
ous concern of the international
community.

Another anti-DPRK confronta-
tion confab was held in the name
of the “UN Command” whose dis-
mantlement was declared by the
international community decades
ago. This is an insult to the invio-
lable organisation of the United
Nations and its Charter, and serves
as another important occasion to
clearly discern who is the illegal
force inciting military conflict on
the Korean peninsula.

The “joint statement” adopted
after the meeting also shows that
the US has buckled down to drawing
member states of the “UN Com-
mand” into different joint military
drills of aggressive nature so as to
make them proficient in the US-
drafted war scenario and substan-
tially enhance their capabilities to
fight a war.

We hereby term the US and
its vassal forces’ confrontational
moves an extremely dangerous
political and military provocation
that will cause security imbalance
and escalate the danger of war on
the Korean peninsula and in the

region, and resolutely denounce
and reject them.

Expansion of the “UN Com-
mand” is a prelude to the estab-
lishment of the “Asian version of
NATO,” which will result in pushing
the Asia-Pacific region deeper into
a new cold war structure, far from
easing the military tensions on the
Korean peninsula and in the region.

Taking into consideration that
the revival of the “UN Command”
will further increase the possibility
of military conflict on the Korean
peninsula by stirring up the war
hysteria of the ROK military gang-
sters running amuck in military
confrontation with the DPRK, we
cannot afford to overlook the danger
of such moves.

Moreover, if countries in dif-
ferent regions blindly follow the
hostile policy of the US towards
the DPRK and subsequently take
part in moves to revive the “UN
Command,” military conflict on
the Korean peninsula will not be
confined to the one between the
DPRK and the US but will inevitably
lead to the start of a new world war.

It is an essential requirement
for the national security and the
region’s peaceful development to
steadily improve the strategic force
capable of deterring and weakening
the hostile countries’ will for war
provocation.

The US and its vassal countries’
collective military confrontation
against the DPRK will serve as a
motive and catalyst for accelerating
the formation and development of a
just strategic axis that will definitely
disallow the imbalance of power
on the Korean peninsula and in
the region. The DPRK will steadily
take a new strategic counteraction
to contain and frustrate the reck-
less confrontation moves of the
hostile forces to disturb peace and
stability on the Korean peninsula
caused mobilising an illegal war
organisation. @

a mass Hannibal. It was tons and
tons of openings in the fence, and
thousands of people in every type
of vehicle, some with hostages and
some without.”

An Israeli journalist has report-
ed that “twenty-eight fighter heli-
copters shot over the course of the
day all of the ammunition in their
bellies, in renewed runs to rearm.
We are talking about hundreds of
30-millimetre cannon mortars and
Hellfire missiles.’

There are also confirmed
reports of tanks as well as aircraft
firing not only on vehicles but on
buildings.

Israeli philosopher Asa Kasher,
commented that “the real question,
the moral question, is whether it’s
the right thing to do — to fire tank
shells on a house with hostages —
even though it’s selective shooting.”
He answered his own question by
saying that “I think it was not the
right decision, not a good decision
and not moral ... That’s insane, it’s
not the nature of a democracy, it’s
not the nature of the IDF, it’s not
the nature of the command.”

Tragically it has become the
‘nature’ of the IDF. An inquiry was
held into the shelling of houses
inside Israel. The military cleared

Israeli forces of any wrongdoing.
This is the work of the world’s most
‘moral’ military. &

Israeli tank. Photo: US Government — rawpixel.com (CCO)

British and US spooks warn of

‘largest threat’

UK: Rattled British and US spook bosses have
warned that their notion of an internation-
al world order is “under threat in a way we
haven’t seen since the cold war.”

In a first-ever joint article, M16 chief Sir Richard
Moore and CIA director William Burns said that they
saw the war in Ukraine coming “and were able to warn
the international community,” partly by declassifying
secrets to help Kiev.

The security service chiefs said there was work
being done to “disrupt the reckless campaign of
sabotage” across Europe by Russia, push for de-
escalation in Gaza, and counterterrorism to thwart
the resurgence of Isis.

Among the threats they listed was the rise of
China, describing it as “the principal intelligence and
geopolitical challenge of the 21st century.”

They wrote in the Financial Times: “There is no
question that the international world order — the bal-
anced system that has led to relative peace and stability
and delivered rising living standards, opportunities
and prosperity — is under threat in a way we haven’t
seen since the cold war.”

Amid calls from Ukraine for the West to supply
more weapons and lift restrictions on their use inside
Russia, they said that any fear of escalation of the war
should not deter support for Ukraine.

A Stop The War Coalition spokesperson told the
Star: “The Anglo-American world order is crumbling
because of the disasters in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and
elsewhere — calamities the CIA and MI16 contributed
heavily to — as well as its economic failures.

“The spymasters would do better to act to stop
Israel’s genocide in Gaza, seek a peaceful solution in
Ukraine and rein in the arms race and the cold war
against China.

“It is those policies which are destabilising the
world today.”

Moming Star &
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US extends its territory

Graham Holton

On 19 December 2023 the US State
Department quietly announced it had
extended the territory of the United
States by 1 million square kilometres,
an area twice the size of California. For
over 20 years the State Department
had led a multi-agency collaboration
that included the National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), the US Geological Survey,
and 11 other agencies, collating geo-
logical data to define the extent of US
offshore territory. The Department of
Defense, resource industry leaders,
and environmental NGOs advocated
the research and mapping surveys.

The US claims the Extended Continental
Shelf (ECS) in seven areas: the Arctic, the
Atlantic coast, the Bering Sea, west Pacific
coast, Mariana Islands, and two areas off
Mexico. The claims cover fishing and sea
floor mineral resources worth hundreds of
billions of dollars, including 9o billion bar-
rels of oil. In a show of imperialist power, the
US has grabbed enormous wealth without
firing a shot.

Under international law countries can
claim their continental shelves to manage
and exploit their resources. This is divided
into the territorial sea, the area adjacent to a
coastal state’s land territory, which extends
22 kilometres out from the coastal baselines.
Beyond this the ECS is the area of seabed
that surrounds the continent, where the sea
is shallower than the deep ocean. The ECS is
the furthest extent of the continental shelf,
called the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ),
within the 200 nautical mile limit.

While the US has a history of complain-
ing when nations extended their fishing
limits to the 200-nautical mile limit, it has
extended its own territorial claims a number
of times. In 1976 Congress extended US ter-
ritorial limits under the Magnuson Act. In
1983 President Ronald Reagan proclaimed
an EEZ citing “international law,” without
naming the actual treaty. This latest claim
extends US territory even further, increasing

US jurisdiction supposedly in order to protect
marine ecosystems and enforce environmen-
tal regulations.

The US did not ratify the 1994 United
Nations Convention of the Sea (UNCLOS),
the Law of the Sea Treaty, despite playing a
role in drafting it. Under UNCLOS a country
submits its proposed delimitation to the UN
Commission on the Limits of the Continental
Shelf for review and recommendations, and
“the limits of the shelf established by a coastal
State on the basis of these recommenda-
tions shall be final and binding.” Not being
a member could limit the US international
claim, which overlaps with Canada’s in the
Arctic Ocean.

The US claims raise a number of prob-
lems and questions under international law.
According to Rebecca Pincus, the director of
the Polar Institute of the Wilson Center: “It
was a very unconventional and surprising
move.” US federal law requires an environ-
mental impact assessment before any major
federal authorised action begins in US ter-
ritory. This means an executive order could
deny economic exploitation of such areas. Joe
Biden and Barack Obama tried to eliminate
all hydrocarbon exploration on federal lands
in the offshore Arctic. Many environmental
groups want to eliminate seabed mining,
shipping, and fishing in the Arctic Ocean.
Ten nations have signed the 2018 Central
Arctic Fisheries Agreement. How will the
US claim affect the Agreement? The Alaska
Federation of Natives complains that deci-
sions have been made without their input.
These claims may rekindle arguments about
revenue sharing and local and traditional
knowledge input on decision-making about
oil and gas production.

Mead Treadwell, Co-Chair of the Advi-
sory Committee of the Polar Institute of
the Center, says the claim will “raise some
eyebrows.” China could reciprocate with its
own claims in the South China Sea concern-
ing the Philippines, Vietnam, and Japan. Can
the claim extend from the ocean floor to the
seas above and thereby restrict shipping in
the Arctic? Moving US territory north will
extend the US border northwards. What will

be the reaction from its Arctic neighbours,
especially over mining rights?

Claims over the Arctic Ocean floor by
various countries overlap and the borders
are different on each treaty. Russia claims
nearly 45 per cent of the Arctic floor, and
the US claim may set off further conflict.
The Wilson Center believes that the US does
not need to negotiate with Russia, as “each
country has delineated the outer limit of its
continental shelf consistent with the bound-
ary established in 1990 in the Agreement
between the United States of America and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on
the Maritime Boundary.”

President Vladimir Putin may consider
an agreement signed by the USSR irrelevant,
especially under the current political climate
with the Ukraine Conflict heating up.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

The Wilson Center says: “The United
States is a major maritime nation with the
largest exclusive economic zone in the world,
and this historic step helps protect its sover-
eign rights to vast additional subsea areas.”
This means US corporations can now explore
and exploit along the continental shelves,
knowing they are in US controlled waters.
In April 2024 President Biden announced
sweeping plans to block Arctic oil drilling.
This will change if Trump becomes president.
The ECS potentially hands billions of dol-
lars to US corporations, in a land grab once
typical of the 19th century. How long before
US neighbours push back, especially when
it directly effects Russia? @&

Australia-Japan 2+2

and the running dogs of war

William Briggs

The Australia-Japan 2+2 meet-
ing (two foreign Ministers and
two Defence Ministers) was
held this September, between
Australian Defence Minister
Richard Marles and Foreign
Minister Penny Wong and
their Japanese counterparts,
Minoru Kihara, and Yoko
Kamikawa,

There was no US presence, but
the hand of Washington guided the
discussions.

Marles talked about pressure
on the “global rules-based order,”
and described Japan as “very much
on the front line.”

Such a direct military reference
does nothing to soothe tensions in
an already tense region. He went
on to describe just how excited he
was to take the “relationship” with
Japan to the ‘next level.’

Kamikawa spoke of how the two
countries “are in good alignment,
with partners, including the United
States, to realise a free and open
Indo Pacific. For this, Australia is
indispensable for Japan’s security.”

The usual platitudes of peace,
an open Pacific, freedom and

democracy were all trotted out but
the clarity of ideas, the uniformity
of thinking is brutally clear. There
is a threat because we say there is.
China is a coercive, threatening
expansionist force, because we
say it is.

Penny Wong said that Aus-
tralia and Japan are “ two great
democracies” who share “values
and interests.” She warned of the
“undermining of rules and institu-
tions,” leaving it unsaid that the
rules are set by the US and sup-
ported by dependant ‘allies’ like
Japan and Australia. Wong also
complained about China’s “risky”
actions towards the Philippines
and the Chinese island Taiwan, and
described the DPRK as “reckless.”
She urged “greater interoperabil-
ity”, presumably between Australia,
Japan, and the US.

Japan’s Minister for Defence,
Minoru Kihara called for a “partner-
ship of like-minded countries” with
Japan and Australia at its heart. He
recommended that the Australian
and Japanese militaries work with
the USA “to strengthen deterrence
and response capabilities.”

All nicely bundled and wrapped
up. Two great democracies,

standing shoulder to shoulder to
defend all that is good and true.
The problem with it all is that
regardless of how often they say
it, China cannot be turned into an
enemy. It is simply not a coercive,
expansionist threat to the region or
to the world. Its relationships with
other countries are its own business.
Australia is at liberty to speak with
any other state, to share views, to
make arrangements. Is China not
to have the same rights?

A statement from the meeting
includes these fine words. “Australia
and Japan have never been closer,
and this visit is an opportunity to
deepen our Special Strategic Part-
nership, underpinned by mutual
trust, complementary economies,
and a close affinity between our
people.” When Chinese leaders
meet with their Russian or DPRK
counterparts, they are proving that
some ‘axis of evil’ exists. Truth can
be so easily distorted in the service
of US foreign policy objectives.

The meeting is over. The
ministers return to Tokyo and to
Canberra. Their work is done and
because of the work, the people of
the region rest a little less easily. @&

National Defense Academy of Japan cadets at West Point, NY, 2017.
Photo: US Army Maj. Scot Keith — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)
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PFLP calis to
arm West Bank
Palestinians

Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine flag.
Graphic: Jon C — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0)

In the face of increasing ter-
rorist acts from Zionist set-
tlers on the West Bank under
the protection of the Israeli
occupation army, the Demo-
cratic Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine (DFLP) has
called for Palestinian people
to be armed.

Citing incidents from before
7 October, such as the burning of
the town of Huwara in 2023, the
kidnapping of a boy in Jerusalem
in 2014, and the burning of a family
farm in Nablus, as well as the
increase in attacks since 7 October,
the Foreign Affairs department of
the DFLP has put out a message
calling for arming of West Bank
residents for self defence.

The statement points out that
the UN, the EU, and many Western
countries have condemned the set-
tlers’ crimes, describing the attacks
as “horrific and a direct result of
settlement policies. Many countries

have demanded that the Israeli
government stop the attacks, but to
no avail, the settlers have become
more “ferocious and fascistic.”

The DPFLP statement is quite
clear about what the aim of the
settler attacks are:

“The goal of these practices
is no longer a secret. Dozens of
Israeli officials, including ministers
and security and military officials,
openly take responsibility for these
crimes and their goals, which aim
to expel the largest number of
Palestinians. The recent plan by
(Israeli Finance Minister) Smotrich
to expand the scope and powers of
security, military, and civil control
for the army and its institutions is
just one example of dozens of plans
overseen by senior officials in the
Israeli government and army.

“Smotrich speaks of a clear plan
to prevent the establishment of a
Palestinian state by increasing the
number of Jewish settlements and

settlers in the West Bank. Security
Minister Ben-Gvir calls for unleash-
ing more settlement outposts and
launching a large-scale military
operation to eliminate thousands
of Palestinians.”

All the while, the Israeli govern-
ment pretends to the world that it
is enforcing the law in the West
Bank, through the Prime Minister’s
criticism of the crimes committed
by the settlers against Palestinians.

The DFLP also condemns the
enabling role played by Western
governments, including the United
States, as they depict the violence as
“mere violence.” The DFLP state-
ment describes those governments
as “partners in the crime, practicing
political hypocrisy,” and contrast
their mild criticism of settler vio-
lence with the fierce condemnation
they give to Palestinian resistance.
The full statement can be found at
https://alhourriah.org/english/ &

Honduras coup rejected

In the Honduran capital Tegucigalpa, the peo-
ple have rallied in support of President Xio-
mara Castro after the recent coup attempts
directed from the United States and activated
by the ambassador of that country in Honduras,
Laura Dogu against the Castro government.

The call comes after the president stated in early
September that a plan is underway to destroy her
government, while assuring Hondurans that the
peace and internal security of the Republic was at
risk due to the American interference in the central

American country.

Former President Manuel Zelaya put out a call

on social media:

of Honduras.”

“I call upon the citizens of the resistance and the
people in general to mobilise in front of the Presi-
dential House to show our determined support for
the courageous struggle that our president, Xiomara
Castro, is waging for the independence and dignity

Zelaya also called on the population to firmly
oppose “those who promote and organise a new coup.”
Crowds gathered in front of the Presidential House
to express their solidarity with President Castro and
their rejection of the coup attempt and the North

American interventionism.

Telesur @

US activist killed

26-year-old US activist
Aysenur Ezgi Eygi succumbed
to her wounds on 13 Septem-
ber after being shot by Israeli
forces at a protest in Beita, to
the south of Nablus. Headlines
from Western mainstream
media sources have already
attempted to obscure who
killed the solidarity activist,
with CNN stating, “Ameri-
can activist shot dead dur-
ing protest in West Bank,

Palestinian officials say,”
CBS News writing, “American
woman Aysenur Eygi killed in
Israeli-occupied West Bank,
US confirms,” and BBC writ-
ing, “American activist shot
dead in occupied West Bank.”

The shooting occurred while
Israeli forces were violently sup-
pressing a weekly protest against
an Israeli settlement. Israeli forces
employed live ammunition, stun
grenades, and tear gas. The Israeli

attack also injured an 18-year-old
Palestinian man via shrapnel.

Eygi was reportedly part of the
Faz3a campaign, which aims to
mobilise international solidarity
activists on the ground in Palestine
to protect Palestinian farmers from
Israeli settlers and military forces.
Eygi was also an activist with the
International Solidarity Movement,
a Palestinian-led organisation com-
mitted to resisting the occupation.
Globetrotter &
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@ Global Briefs

RUSSIA: Russia could limit the supply of certain raw mate-
rials to the global market in response to Western sanctions.
For instance, Russia is the world’s largest producer of tita-
nium, critical for the aerospace industry, Russia’s share of
the enriched uranium market is believed to be 40 per cent.
It is a top source of fuel for US civil nuclear power gen-
eration, supplying about a quarter of the uranium used in
American reactors. Earlier this year the US formally banned
uranium imports but there is a catch — it also introduced a
waiver earlier this year allowing purchases due to supply
concerns until 2028. The West so far has been reluctant to
sanction Russian titanium, as both the EU and the US rely
heavily on Russia for supplies.

HUNGARY: In June this year the EU Court ordered
Hungary to pay a 200-million euro fine for not implementing
changes to its policy of dealing with migrants and asylum
seekers. In addition, the European Court of Justice ordered
Hungary to pay an additional 1 million euros a day until it
brings its policy on refugees and asylum seekers into line
with EU law. Hungary’s response was to start preparing to
sue the European Commission for the reimbursement of
funds spent on border protection. “In recent years, Hungary
has spent an amount equivalent to 2 billion euros on the
protection of the external Schengen border without receiv-
ing any contribution from the European Union,” said Prime
Minister Victor Orban’s chief of staff. Hungary also threat-
ened to provide immigrants with free bus transport (one
way) to the EU headquarters in Brussels.

CHILE: The 1978 Amnesty Law and parliamentary immu-
nity that has afforded Augusto Pinochet total immunity from
prosecution remains in full force today. Chilean President
Gabriel Boric promised to repeal the law that ruled out
investigations of crimes committed under Pinochet.
Commemorating the 51st anniversary of the US-backed
military coup against the elected government of Salvador
Allende, Boric pledged to speed up the passage of a Bill
that would revoke the amnesty that has protected most
military officers from prosecution for the torture and Kkill-
ing of thousands of opponents and critics during the first
five years of the dictatorship, 1973-78. Past efforts to over-
run the amnesty were blocked by right-wing parties in
parliament.

USA: The USA has raised tariffs on Chinese goods. The
new levies will notably affect such goods as electric vehi-
cles and semiconductors. The duties will rise to 100 per
cent on electric vehicles, 50 per cent on solar cells and 25
per cent on electric vehicle batteries, steel, aluminium, face
masks, and other products beginning 27 September. A 50
per cent tariff on semiconductors is set to take effect next
year. The Levies on a number of other products, such as
non-electrical vehicle batteries, medical gloves and per-
manent magnets, will be raised gradually over the next two
years.

RUSSIA: The Federal Security Service (FSB) has accused
six British diplomats of spying and informed them that a
decision has been made to withdraw their accreditation. A
FSB official said that the diplomats will be expelled from the
country. In a comment to Russian media, an unnamed FSB
agent said: “It is funny to behold the classic British espio-
nage, but it should be stopped. The British are not heeding
the warnings about the need to stop this practice, so we
have decided to expel these six people first,” he said, vow-
ing further action if the UK does not alter course. The UK
Foreign Office has called the allegations “completely base-
less.” It also suggested that it was a tit-for-tat response to
Britain’s decision to revoke the credentials of an attaché at
the Russian embassy in London.
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Climate casual: YouTube,
the free market, and false hope

C Bartholomew

Online propaganda on platforms such
as YouTube takes numerous forms.
There’s the obvious: Japanese influ-
encers promoting whale meat; USA-
based gaming, fitness, and even car
channels promoting military recruit-
ment, Israeli combatants gloating
about their genocide on just about
every platform. However, there are
also more subtle forms of propaganda,
particularly on climate change. Some
of the most popular science and tech
channels on YouTube feature climate
change narratives which have attract-
ed the attention of sponsors such as
the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion. Perhaps the most dangerous of
these narratives is an approach I call
‘climate casual.’

Various climate change narratives form
what is referred to as ‘New Denial.” These
include lines such as “climate solutions
won’t work,” the Coalition’s current favourite
“climate science and climate movements are
unreliable,” and the retro classic from some
of the fossil fuel industry’s earliest advertising
campaigns, “the impacts of global warming
are beneficial or harmless.” Climate casual
can be summed up as “The free market is
already developing technologies to solve
the climate crisis, so please slow down and
relax.” This message is popular among climate
oligarchs such as Bill Gates, usually as one
element of a three-part narrative.

Here’s how it goes. First, they say “We
can’t shut off fossil fuels overnight.” Then,
linking to the “climate solutions won’t work”
idea, they say “We need intermediate steps
such as nuclear and gas to ease a gradual
transition away from coal.” Finally, they
point to more efficient lightbulbs or carbon
capture to say “Technological progress is
on its way, so don’t be irresponsible and
rush ahead when we have plenty of time.”
This myth has been promoted in Australia
by organisations such as the Gas Industry
Social & Environment Research Alliance
(GISERA), an alliance between the CSIRO
and the five largest corporations behind the
fracking industry, with representatives of all
five companies stacking the management
committee, massive cuts to climate research
jobs, and suppression of research from the
climate scientists who remain. Then there’s

the Bureau of Meteorology, which received
millions from companies including Santos,
Shell, and Woodside to remain silent on
climate change. Executives have redacted
mentions of climate change from public
documents.

The promotion of this narrative is to
be expected from such corporate med-
dling, but it is also a key feature of many of
YouTube’s most prominent science creators.
Even trusted science channels have been
guilty of promoting carbon capture, nuclear
intermediaries, and the idea that tech such
as efficient lightbulbs show the world is on
the right track.

Combatting hopelessness is important,
but the way these channels do it demon-
strates their underlying ideology. They equate
acknowledging the reality of the climate crisis
(and capitalism’s involvement) with “doom-
erism.” Rather than recognise that outrage
against the devastating impacts of climate
change, political inaction, and the role of
capitalist modes of production in creating
the crisis and obstructing climate action
can fuel organised action by the oppressed
classes, these channels instead downplay
the seriousness of the crisis and capitalism’s
culpability to promote a far more casual “it’ll
work out fine” attitude.

The 1.5°C target of the Paris Agreement
is dismissed as too “ambitious,” with little
regard for the cataclysmic harms warming
above this threshold will unleash upon the
world. The human effects of climate impacts
are overlooked. 2°C of warming will likely kill
tens of millions, displace hundreds of millions
more, and decimate global food supplies.
The UN estimates that 21.5 million people
have been displaced by weather events each
year since 2008. Some calculations project
that as many as 1.2 billion people could be
displaced by 2050, an effect which is likely to
disproportionately impact the Global South.
How many of these displaced people will be
butchered by the increasingly militarised
border control schemes of the Global North?
Dismissing the impacts of 2°C of warming,
or speaking of them in ambiguous terms,
to justify the narrative that we can afford
to wait because the free market’s technol-
ogy will save us does little more than shield
the continuation of fossil fuel profits, the
expansion of Western military power, and
the plundering of the Global South.

Channels that subscribe to climate casual

Photo: UNclimatechange — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0) (plus composite of CCO images)

claim that projections showing current cli-
mate action will limit warming to 3°C should
be welcomed as “good news,” and claim,
incorrectly, that “most scientists” think we
have avoided “apocalyptic” climate change.

They claim that the unlikeliness of total
human extinction is a cause for calm. They
celebrate individual technological advance-
ments (attributing their development to
the free market) but make no comment
on the systemic changes necessary for the
deployment of these technologies, nor the
contradictions within the capitalist mode of
production which impede their development
and implementation.

Offline, climate casual is used from all
corners of politics, from the Coalition’s use-
less nuclear plan to Labor’s backing of the
Beetaloo gas project. Those campaigning
for stronger climate action are used to being
told to slow down, often with crocodile tears
about job security or some other economic
impact. Renewables have far more poten-
tial for job growth and security than fossil
fuels. If our economic system cannot
implement strong action on climate
change without sacrificing jobs, then
that is an indictment of capitalism,
not climate action.

Climate casual, particularly the online
brand that equates blaming capitalism with

giving up completely, exposes an ideologi-
cal commitment to capitalism to which, in
the words of Margaret Thatcher “there is no
alternative.” It also promotes free market
solutions to climate change by lauding indi-
vidualistic efforts such as personal solar,
praising things like renewable energy stor-
age while still calling for intermediary gas
and nuclear projects, and endorsing carbon
capture, blue hydrogen, and other technolo-
gies which are little more than excuses for
fossil fuel corporations to continue business
as usual.

The climate casualness narrative is per-
nicious because it’s appealing. We have all
experienced moments of fear considering
the scale of the crisis that has already begun
to rear its ugly head, so being told that busi-
ness as usual is getting the job done, or will
eventually solve our problems, is an easy
source of hope. Unfortunately, this narra-
tive has little substance, only truly serving
as an excuse for the fossil fuel industry and
capitalism generally to maintain the status
quo. As difficult as it may be at times, all
of us committed to genuine climate action
must continue to target the true causes of
the climate crisis. Class-conscious organisa-
tion and systemic change are the only true
sources of hope for the future. &

Hundreds dead as Vietnam
pummelled by Typhoon Yagi

Hanoi: More than 300 peo-
ple in northern Vietnam have
been reported dead or missing
in the wake of Typhoon Yagi —
the most severe storm to have
hit Southeast Asia this year
and the worst to have struck
Vietnam in 30 years.

Child’s rights and humanitar-
ian organisation Plan International
has deployed teams to assess the
extent of damage and immediate
needs of families in areas hardest
hit by the disaster.

At least 325 people are dead
or missing and more than 800
people injured, with 27 of the 28
provinces in the country’s north still
grappling with power outages and
significant flooding one week since
Yagi made landfall on the northern
Vietnamese coastline.

An entire village was swept
away by a landslide caused by
flash flooding, killing more than
40 people, with at least 27 of those
children and more than 50 still
missing, according to local media.

Over 188,000 homes have been
destroyed or inundated with water,
according to the government’s dis-
aster agency, and approximately
752,500 people had been displaced
from their homes. Parts of the
capital Hanoi were evacuated, with
the majority of schools still closed.

“Thousands of families have lost
their entire livelihoods — homes,
schools, infrastructure, crops,
livestock. Many have lost beloved
family members. People in northern
Vietnam need our help, urgently,”
said Pham Thu Ba, Acting Coun-
try Director of Plan International
Vietnam.

“We are very concerned about
the possibility of more landslides,
and the stress and trauma this
disaster will have on children in
particular.

“Our top priority is ensuring the
safety and well-being of children,
youth and families affected by this
disaster.

“We are witnessing in real time
the catastrophic impacts of the

climate crisis. Warming oceans
are creating deadlier storms, and
it’s always the most vulnerable
people who are disproportionately
impacted; the people least respon-
sible for causing climate change,”
she said.

Vietnamese PM Pham Minh
Chinh has asked authorities at all
levels to ensure supplies of food
and essential goods for households
affected by super Typhoon Yagi.

He issued an official docu-
ment, detailing measures to be
taken by chairs of provinces and
market management authorities
in the northern region to support
people in need, especially those
that have been isolated by floods
and landslides.

The PM asked for the prices
of food, petrol and essential items
to be monitored carefully to avoid
hoarding, which might lead to
a decrease in supplies and price
hikes. &
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Ho Chi Minh, 1945

A Carruthers

Vietnam has recently celebrated its National
Day, and day of independence. On 2 Septem-
ber 1945, Ho Chi Minh delivered the Vietnam-
ese Declaration of Independence in Hanoi. It
was on this day that Vietnam gained its hard-
won independence, out of successive wars
that killed millions. It was also the basis from
which Vietnam began its remarkable journey
of socialist construction.

Ho’s speech begins with a call back to the American
and French Revolutions, to the old phrase that “All
men are created equal.” The French turned their backs
on those noble ideals in their conquest of Indochina.
Vietnam was not only subordinated to the French;
in 1940 the French colony then sold Vietnam to the
Japanese. Later the US, who gave us the phrase “Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,” did the same
thing as the French and the Japanese in the brutal
Vietnam War, one of the century’s most horrific anti-
Communist wars.

Ho’s description of the nature of imperialism could
not be more harrowing:

To weaken our race they have forced us

to use opium and alcohol. In the fields of
economics, they have fleeced us to the backbone,
impoverished our people, and devastated our
land. They have robbed us of our rice fields, our
mines, our forests, and our raw materials. They
have monopolised the issuing of bank-notes and
the export trade. They have invented numerous
unjustifiable taxes and reduced our people,
especially our peasantry, to a state of extreme
poverty. They have hampered the prospering of
our national bourgeoisie; they have mercilessly
exploited our workers.

British, French,US, and NATO-Atlanticist imperial-
ism, have all killed millions of people. Imperialism is
the very zenith of historical murder, the very summit

of capitalism, of minority rule. Capitalists portray their
system as a system of wealth creation. It is not that.
Capitalism is poverty. Capitalism is not development,
not progress. Capitalism leads to imperialism, which
leads only to mass death, and ultimately barbarism.
Capitalism in its imperial form is the reduction of entire
nations, cultures, even continents and civilisations,
to inhuman levels of impoverishment.

Some may ask why it is the case that the Communist
Party of Australia (CPA) places such an emphasis on
First Nations liberation, just as we place an emphasis
on the liberation of the working class, the dictatorship
of the proletariat? We know too well, from history,
that there is no socialism without sovereignty. Social-
ism cannot be built on the ground of imperialism
or colonialism. It never has been and never will be.
Socialist civilisation will not emerge on the grounds
of imperial barbarity.

The lesson of Vietnam teaches us this.

Despite articulating this historical misery, by the
end Ho’s speech is an uplifting one:

Our people have broken the chains which for
nearly a century have fettered them and have
won independence for the Fatherland.”

Vietnam had to fight off three curses: the French,
the Japanese, then the United States. If this was
not miraculous, it was the result of pure belief, the
unstoppable force of the people, the liberatory force
of the masses, the majority, the proletarian dicta-
torship under the guidance and stewardship of the
Communist Party. From this moment forward, the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam embarked upon the
socialist road under the steady leadership of the CPV,
the Communist Party of Vietnam. For this reason the
Vietnamese people now live, produce, modernise and
thrive on their own land, trade on their own terms,
practice their culture without interference, and rise
into moderate prosperity together as one.

We salute them, and wish the CPV and the
Vietnamese people eternal glory in the spirit of 2
September. &

Unions, Amazon,
and everyone
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@' &) Half the Sky

Peter Farmer

One thing unions know really
well, but which is overlooked
by most of the media, is the
effect unions have on the
workforce in general. Think
about it; if wages or condi-
tions are good in one area, it
puts pressure on other areas
to improve them. The econo-
my is connected.

Look at the commentary about
the CFMEU in Australia recently.
In amongst all the demonisation of
an effective union for construction
workers and tradies, economists
have blamed the union for the
high cost of employing building

workers anywhere, even in building
a suburban house. As the CFMEU’s
Zach Smith wrote, what they're
complaining about is workers being
well paid.

In the supposedly pro-freedom
USA, unions have to fight to exist,
and the right to be a union member
in a workplace is something that
needs to be worked for. Unions
there have been working hard for
the right to organise Amazon work-
ers in the face of massive intimida-
tion from the company.

The Wall Street Journal reports
that Amazon has introduced an app
making it easier for drivers to get
hold of wages that have accrued
without having to wait for payday.

The company has also put money
into its delivery program, which
will lead to average pay for drivers
increasing 7 per cent on last year.

After successfully unionising
the company’s warehouse in New
York, the Amazon Labor Union
has voted to join one of the USA’s
biggest labour unions, the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters.
It’s been leading strikes of Amazon
workers around the country.

All workers should join their
unions and be active members. The
example of Amazon workers suc-
cess in such a difficult environment
proves that unions are something
every working person has a reason
to be grateful for. &
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CFMEU construction divisions have been placed into
administration across Australia. This has been reported
as being partly on the basis of John Setka’s behav-
iour towards women. While the allegations against
Setka are very serious, destroying the CFMEU is tak-
ing advantage of this for political reasons, as the union
was powerful in pushing for good pay and conditions
for workers. Women are always a big beneficiary of
union protection, as without it we are vulnerable to dis-
crimination based on gender and family characteristics.
Labour’s attack on unions is an attack on women work-
ers, under the guise of protecting women.

If the government really cares about protecting
women from violence and discrimination, it can start
by addressing the housing crisis and the cost of liv-
ing. The cost of rent skyrocketing in the last few years
means that many women are forced to stay in unsafe
environments. In some cases in Western Australia rents
increased by 50 per cent since 2020, pricing many
ordinary working people out of the so called “housing
market” completely.

From the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare:
“For some victim-survivors, lack of suitable housing
options may lead them to stay in or return to a violent
relationship. There is research suggesting that return-
ing to a previously violent partner can increase the level
of violence experienced by victim-survivors who return.
Providing suitable options for secure long-term housing
accommodation is essential to support victim-survivors
leaving a violent relationship.”

Surely if the government is serious about address-
ing the issue of violence against women, they could
address the real issues rather than using us an excuse
for an attack on a powerful workers’ organisation.
Women need the security of a place to live so they are
not forced to stay in a dangerous situation or deal with
the problems that come with couch surfing or rough
sleeping.

Without unions pushing for workers rights, women
would not have the access to parental leave that we
have now and we would not have much chance of
expanding and improving on it in the future. Other
issues of great importance to women including leave
for domestic violence, health, and caring needs could
easily be eroded without strong workers’ organisations.
Awareness and public support for women’s campaigns
against sexism and discrimination has increased in the
last decade but without material change it is at risk of
just becoming a talking point or political cudgel to aim at
opponents.

At rallies defending the CFMEU across the country,
women in the Union were front and centre demanding
their voices to be heard. They need their union in order
to stand together for fair pay and conditions and protec-
tion against discrimination and sexual harassment.

Women in other unions, and all women who work for a
living need to stand with the CFMEU too. Harassment
and sexual violence is a real problem, and we need real
solutions. We don’t need to be used as an alibi for an
assault on an effective union.
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William Briggs

With Gaza turned to rubble,
and the rubble bombed, with
tens of thousands lying dead
and hundreds of thousands
traumatised, the Israeli mili-
tary is turning its brutal gaze
to the occupied West Bank.
It is also sending a message
to Lebanon that it is prepar-
ing to bring its genocidal war
northwards. Israeli Defence
Minister, Yoav Gallant has
provocatively made the claim
that there is little more to do
in Gaza and that his forces
were preparing to shift their
focus, with a ground offen-
sive very much on the Israeli
agenda.

While an offensive against Leb-
anon is being planned, the Israeli
military has been laying waste to
large areas of the West Bank. Label-
ling the resistance movement in
the West Bank “terrorist”, Gallant
chillingly stated that “the process
is an attack to prevent terror. We
are mowing the lawn, [but] the
moment will also come when we
will pull out the roots.”

Israeli leaders no longer refer
to the occupied territories as the
West Bank. They no longer accept
that there is any chance of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state. For Israel
the West Bank is part of a “greater”
Israel. It is now routinely called
by the biblical name of Judea and
Samaria.

Israel’s offensive against the
people of the West Bank was given
the operational name ‘Summer
Camps’. It began with simultaneous
attacks on refugee camps on Jenin,
Tulkarem, and Far’a refugee camps.

INSULTS

Every action, every comment
from the Israeli forces is loaded
and designed to instil fear and to

Israeli barbarism
and the West Bank

demean the people. To refuse to
acknowledge that this land is part
of an internationally accepted state
is insulting. To trivialise slaughter
by such ‘operational’ names is a
calculated strategy.

Gallant left no doubt as to the
long-term goals of Israel in the West
Bank. “These terror organisations

.. in Nur Shams, or Tulkarm, or
Far’a, or Jenin should be wiped
out. Every such terrorist should
be eliminated, [or] if they surren-
der, arrest them. There is no other
option, use all the forces ... with
full strength.” The epithet ‘terror-
ist’ dehumanises a population and
legitimises wholesale slaughter.

Israel’s actions in the West
Bank have been intensifying. The
illegal settlements still stand. The
extremist settler groups continue
to intimidate Palestinians, destroy
their homes and kill with impunity.
Ineffectual ‘sanctions’ are placed
on individual settler terrorists but
no sanctions are imposed on the
Israeli regime that aids and abets
their actions.

The Western media briefly
turned its attention to the occupied
territories when US citizen Aysenur
Ezgi Eygi was shot and killed by
an Israeli sniper while protest-
ing against illegal settlements in
Nablus. Her parents demanded
an independent investigation from
the US State Department, but to
no real effect. A State Department
spokesperson, Vedant Patel waved
the idea of an investigation away,
maintaining that Israel was capa-
ble of conducting any investiga-
tion necessary, and even initially
refusing to admit that the young
woman was killed by sniper fire.
The Western media’s attention was
brief and effectively ignored the
daily reality of what is happening
to Palestinians in the West Bank.

The UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Affairs

Boorloo/Perth, 14 September 2024.

(OCHA) has reported that 652
Palestinians have been killed in
the West Bank since October. They
also reported that settlers launched
close to 1,300 attacks on Palestinian
homes, leaving 120 dead.

The cynically named ‘Summer
Camps’ assault has had a devas-
tating effect on the Palestinian
population. In just the first week
of September, 26 buildings were
demolished. Roads have been
bulldozed, making them impass-
able. OCHA reports that since
October 2023, thousands have been
displaced. Five hundred housing
units have been demolished, and
farmlands destroyed. More than
300 farm buildings have been sys-
tematically made unusable. Olive
groves that are both ancient and
which provide one of the few viable
industries have been destroyed.

The unparalleled blood-letting
unleashed by Netanyahu and
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Gallant in Gaza goes on unabated.
The destruction of the West Bank
city of Jenin goes some way to
reveal the thinking of the occupa-
tion forces. Seventy per cent of this
city has been effectively destroyed
in the latest offensive. The popula-
tion have experienced many attacks,
many incursions, many assaults by
the Israeli military but this is being
described as ‘an earthquake.’

Amnesty International speak of
a ‘horrifying spike’ in lethal force
by the Israelis.

The Mayor of Jenin, Nidal al-
Obaidi described how he witnessed
“army bulldozers sweep the city’s
streets, destroying infrastructure,
water pipes and sewage systems.
We're seeing gunfire being directed
towards phone and electricity lines

.. We're seeing the destruction of
public facilities including schools,
playgrounds and businesses. And,
of course, the destruction of many

homes — either completely or
partially.”

An arrest warrant for Gallant
was requested by the International
Criminal Court on several counts
of war crimes and crimes against
humanity. Gallant and Netanyahu
with the support of the USA treat
such indictments with contempt.
With US support and with the lack
of resolve from countries like Aus-
tralia the crimes continue.

‘Mowing the lawn’ and ‘pulling
up the roots’ are both names for
mass murder, not self defence, not
safety. Eleven months after the war
on Gaza began, the war on the West
Bank is intensifying. Governments
like Australia and the US that talk
about the right to “self defence” are
helping Israel.

The demonstrations in support
of Palestine are still taking place
eleven months on. Join them. &

Israel kills more than 150 children

More than 150 teens and younger chil-
dren have been killed by Israeli forc-
es in the occupied West Bank since
Hamas’s attack on southern Israel
last October.

Amnesty International said that most
of the dead were killed during the nearly
daily raids carried out by the Israelis using
disproportionate and unlawful force.

Amjad Hamadneh lost his teenage son
Mahmoud when the boy’s school dismissed
students at the start of a May raid.

“He didn’t do anything. He didn’t make
a single mistake,” says Hamadneh, whose
son was one of two teens killed that morn-
ing by a sniper.

“If he’d been a freedom fighter or was
carrying a weapon, I would not be so emo-
tional,” says his father, an unemployed
construction worker. “But he only had his
books and a pencil case.”

It is clear from statements by the Israeli
military, resistance groups and families in
the West Bank that a number of the Pales-
tinian teens killed in recent months were
resistance fighters. Many appear to have
been random targets.

The Israeli army said that it has stepped
up raids since October 7 to apprehend Pal-
estinians suspected of carrying out attacks
in the West Bank.

Video from a neighbour’s security system,

shared on social media, shows how teenager
Issa Jallad was killed by an Israeli armoured
vehicle on a June afternoon as he rode a
motorbike with a friend.

The Israeli army said that its soldiers had
spotted two “militants” handling a powerful
explosive device. When the pair tried to flee,
troops opened fire and “neutralised them.”

But an Israeli human rights group
B’'Tselem says that its review of multiple
security camera videos showed Jallad and
his friend posed no threat.

The occupied West Bank was already
seeing deadly clashes before 7 October.
Israeli forces, which police about three mil-
lion Palestinians while assigned to protect

500,000 Jewish settlers, have significantly
stepped up raids in the months since.

Youths represent almost a quarter of the
nearly 700 Palestinians slain in the West
Bank since the war began, the most since
the violent uprising known as the second
intifada in the early 2000s.

More than 20 Israeli civilians and sol-
diers have been killed in the territory since
October.

An Israeli military spokesman said the
country’s army makes great efforts to avoid
harming civilians during raids and “does not
target civilians, period.” He said that human
rights groups focus on a few outlier cases.
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