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Israeli terrorism

Emergency rally for Lebanon in Boorloo/Perth, 25 September 2024.

William Briggs

Following the terror attacks using
remotely-detonated bombs in pagers
and radios, the Israelis have launched
a massive bombardment of Lebanon.
Five hundred Lebanese were killed in a
night of bombing. 1600 were wounded.

The Israeli military claimed that the
attacks targeted Hezbollah installations
and were designed to ‘degrade’ Hezbollah’s
capacity to launch rockets into Israel. Many
of the dead were women and children. Many
more were clearly civilians. Israeli military
spokesperson, Daniel Hagari indicated that
the assault would not be ending “any time
soon.” Netanyahu has said “I promised that
we would change the security balance, the

kill,

Zionist state terrorism
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balance of power in the north. This is exactly
what we are doing.”

Lebanon’s Health Minister, Firas Abiad,
spoke of the attacks and how support for the
resistance and for Hezbollah will consolidate
in the face of these indiscriminate killings.

Hezbollah’s deputy leader Naim Qassem
talked of “a new phase — the open-ended
battle of reckoning.”

One young Lebanese spoke of the fear he
felt and of the utter dislocation of life that
such a disaster will bring. Another simply
stated that “we are not scared, we have to
stand tall, we have to defend ourselves.” He
is right. Faced with this aggression, there is
nothing left but resistance.

Lebanon’s Information Minister, Ziad
Makary, said his office had received an Israeli

French, Australia, and
China’s ‘influence’

phone call urging it to evacuate its building
in Beirut. It’s part of a psychological war but
Makary said he would not be intimidated.

Prime Minister Najib Mikati, addressing
a cabinet meeting, called the Israeli aggres-
sion “a war of extermination in every sense
of the word.”

Israel’s are clear. Drive the population
of southern Lebanon into permanent inter-
nal exile, destroy as much infrastructure as
possible and launch a ground offensive to
establish a ‘buffer zone.” This area is cur-
rently home to large numbers of Lebanese.
Their hopes for any sort of peaceful life count
for nothing in the eyes of the Netanyahu
regime. These people must be dispersed in
order for Israelis to return to their homes
in northern Israel.
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If the world had not had heard enough
hypocritical words coming from Washington,
Biden said, hypocritically, that the USA was
“working to de-escalate in a way that allows
people to return.”

The Lebanese people have been forced
to confront the deeply barbaric nature of the
rogue state with whom they share a border.
Israel’s pager-bombs and radio-bombs used
against the Lebanese people were wilful acts
of terrorism. Israel, in ignoring international
law, by ignoring the very United Nations
protocol to which it is a signatory and which
prohibits such weapons, should now be a
pariah state. Instead, those same powerful
allies arm it, offer diplomatic cover for its
atrocities and are complicit in its every crime.

Continued on page 2

The attacks were calculated to
maim and instil terror
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Housing shows Labor
for what it is

There’s a housing crisis. It’s hard to avoid, no mat-
ter what your personal housing situation is. Labor is
furious that their housing policy won’t get through
parliament. The mainstream news outlets are assail-
ing the Greens for being impractical, and idealistic by
blocking Labour’s bad policies and putting up their
own ideas. Meanwhile homelessness is at record highs,
and housing and rent stress is at horrendous levels all
around the nation. What’s going on?

If the news about housing is giving you déja vu,
that’s because we’ve been here before many times. The
Labor Party doesn’t want to fix the crisis. They just
want it to go away as an issue.

Labor has to talk about housing because housing
is in the news, and it affects everyone in the country.
Rents are too high all over. Housing is unaffordable,
and all this adds to the cost of living crisis which is
also a major issue.

When we say housing affects everyone we’re not
exaggerating. Housing campaigners Everybody’s Home
report that there is virtually nowhere in Australia for
people on low incomes to afford a rental without fall-
ing into crippling housing stress. If you’re renting,
you don’t need to be told how high rents are. If you’re
looking for a place, you already know how hard it is
to find one. Young people are staying in the family
home longer.

The major parties have solutions to offer. All are
bad.

One solution, beloved of the Coalition and Labor,
is to give financial assistance to people who want to
buy houses. No matter how they go about doing this, it
pushes up house prices as reliably as pumping up a car
tyre. These policies make houses more affordable for
the people getting the assistance, but less affordable
for everyone else.

The other solution is to put money into ‘social and
affordable’ housing. We’ve written about these weasel
terms many times. ‘Social’ means housing owned and
managed by a charity or similar organisation. It sounds
great, and the government gets to look nice helping
out a do-gooder outfit. The problem is, the charity can
have a mix of expensive private housing along with
the affordable housing they build. They can also put
up rents when they feel like it, or flog the buildings
off later on. ‘Affordable’ is a misnomer — affordable
to who? Not to those on low incomes. It just has to be
more affordable than the private market.

Neither social nor affordable housing is public hous-
ing, a term which has become un-sayable for Labor
and the Coalition — they act as though it doesn’t exist.

Labor has another solution, which is to increase
supply through a fund which relies on the stock market
for income and the private sector for home building. If
it works at its best, this fund will not produce enough
houses to make rents affordable.

The Greens are pushing for rental controls, the
abolition of negative gearing and the capital gains
discount, both of which reward people who have invest-
ment properties at the expense of people who don’t.

Communist Party of Australia policy is to support
public housing. It’s doable — in fact it’s been done
before, in this country. We can afford it, right now.
Getting back into public housing in a big way would
solve the housing crisis, but there are two problems;
our bourgeois politicians would have to take some
responsibility, and they’d have to stop fetishising the
market. The first is something they don’t like to do,
and the second is unthinkable for them. To quote a
CPA member, our bourgeois politicians will always
favour growth of capital over human beings.

The Communist Party will continue to support pub-
lic housing in Australia, and to work with groups that
campaign for tenants’ rights and more public housing.
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COMMITTED TO CONFLICT

Before the terrorist attacks on Lebanon that left
dozens dead and thousands wounded, Israel’s Army
Chief of Staff, Herzi Halevi, declared that his forces
were preparing for an offensive inside Lebanese ter-
ritory. Halevi said that “the IDF is very focused on
combat with Hezbollah ... the number of strikes in
the past month, operatives eliminated, rockets, and
infrastructure, is very high.” There has been a steady
build-up in preparation for a devastating assault by
Israel and an extension of its war of aggression.

CLIMATE OF FEAR

The pager and radio attacks were calculated to kill,
maim and instil terror. It mattered not whether the
casualties were Hezbollah, Lebanese civilians, women
or children. For Israel and the apologists for Israeli
terrorism, it was ‘strategic,” ‘brilliantly executed,” and
‘risk-free.’

Twenty-one UN Human Rights Special Rappor-
teurs condemned the “malicious manipulation of
thousands of electronic pagers and radios to explode
simultaneously across Lebanon and Syria as terrify-
ing violations of international law.” The UN experts
made it clear that international and humanitarian
law prohibits booby-traps. Israel is a signatory to an
international convention that bans such weapons.

The Rapporteurs added, it “is also a war crime
to commit violence intended to spread terror among
civilians, including to intimidate or deter them from
supporting an adversary ... A climate of fear now
pervades everyday life in Lebanon.”

Lebanese doctors had never experienced such a
day. Three thousand were injured. Hundreds needed
surgery. Dr Elias Warrak, in Beirut, said that at least
60 per cent of the patients he saw had lost at least one
eye. Many more lost fingers or hands. This was “the
worst day of my life as a physician.”

One casualty in the raid was the Iranian Ambas-
sador to Lebanon, who lost an eye.

Israel did not acknowledge responsibility. There
have been reports from sources in the White House
that there was a call between US Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin and his Israeli counterpart, Yoav Gal-
lant, in the hours leading up to the atrocity with Gal-
lant letting the USA know what was about to happen.
Washington, hypocritically made comments about
the need for calm and not to allow for an escalation
of hostilities. The US could have stopped this crime
but chose not to.

Casualties were also reported in Syria. The day after
the pager attacks, while the dead were being buried,
came the explosions in hand-held radios, adding to
the dead and wounded.

Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah said that Israel

had “crossed all red lines ... The enemy went beyond
all controls, laws, and morals,” adding that the attacks
“could be considered war crimes or a declaration of
war.”
Israel then launched more than 50 bombing
raids across southern Lebanon. Israeli Chief of Staff,
Halevi declared that a ‘new phase of the war’ had been
approved. These bombing raids were the most intense
attacks by Israel in over a year.

The UN Security Council met following a call by
Lebanon’s Prime Minister, Najib Mikati for the UN to
take a stand to stop the aggression. The US ambassa-
dor to the UN blandly called on all parties to “refrain
from any actions” which might escalate the already
incendiary situation.

IMPUNITY

It hardly matters what the UN says. Israel has
shown that it will act with total disregard for any
rules. It knows that it can do so, because, despite
occasional half-hearted and empty phrases from its
chief ally, the USA and the decreasing but powerful
clutch of supporter regimes that give it succour, it can
act with impunity.

Even as the news was breaking, Yoav Gallant
during a visit to an air base, praised what he called
the “excellent achievements.” He was speaking of
both the military and of the deadly role that Israel’s
spy agency Mossad is playing. There was no hint of
‘restraint’ in his words. “We are at the beginning of a
new era in this war and we need to adapt ourselves.”

Since October and the start of the cross-border
fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, hundreds of
thousands of Israelis and Lebanese have been forced
to evacuate. Gallant portrays his military strategy as
one based on allowing Israelis to return “safely” to
their homes. The “safe”return of Israeli civilians can
only come at the cost of a devastating war against the
Lebanese. Gallant was chillingly clear about this. “As
time goes by, Hezbollah will pay an increasing price.”

Israeli troops have been preparing for an invasion. A
senior Hezbollah commander, Ibrahim Aqil was killed
in a bomb and missile attack on a Beirut suburb. The
Lebanese Ministry of Health reported that 14 died in
the attack and more than 66 were seriously injured.

Bombing Beirut, destroying a residential building
and leaving a trail of death and destruction in order
to assassinate a military figure, is an horrific crime.
Israeli media carried a brief statement from Netanyahu
that Israel’s action “spoke for themselves.”

Yes, Mr Netanyahu, the regime’s actions do speak
for themselves and do confirm Israel’s goals. They
are the actions of war criminals. Israel’s allies talk of
living in a world marked by a “rules-based-order.”
Such rules. Such an order. &
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Letter from the Political Bureau
of the Lebanese Communist Party

While the genocidal war waged
by the Israeli occupation army
against the Palestinian people
in the Gaza Strip continues,
along with its brutal attacks
on the West Bank and sever-
al countries in the region, the
occupation is targeting Leba-
non, particularly the south,
with repeated daily assaults.
These attacks occur under
the comprehensive cover of
imperialist governments, led
by the United States of Amer-
ica, resulting since 7 October
to this day in the documented
deaths of more than 43,000
martyrs in Gaza and over 700
martyrs from our country,

Lebanon.

In this context, the recent
escalation in Lebanon includes
the targeting of thousands of pager
devices on 17 September, followed
by wireless radio devices on 18 Sep-
tember. This led to the death of 32
martyrs and about 3,000 injured
after these devices exploded in
the hands of their carriers, in safe
homes, and institutions. This was
a recognised terrorist attack that
targeted users of communication
devices, including civilians, resist-
ance fighters, and workers in health
and social institutions, after these
devices were booby-trapped with
explosives by Mossad agents before
being imported into Lebanon.

These terrorist attacks aim to
intimidate the Lebanese people
and force them to submit to the
conditions of the Zionist enemy
and its backer, the United States,
preventing Lebanese national forces
from supporting the Palestinian
people in Gaza. They also seek to
tighten security control over the
entire region, cement the influ-
ence of imperialist powers over
oil resources and trade routes,
and maintain Israel’s qualitative
military and security superiority,
as Israel serves a crucial role in
this broader project.

International solidarity with the
Lebanese people and their right to
resist the occupation is required

today more than ever, as is the
condemnation of Israeli aggression
on its territories, and the continua-
tion of the solidarity campaign with
the Palestinian people to stop the
genocidal war against them.

The Political Bureau of the Leb-
anese Communist Party counts on
the support of communist, workers,
and progressive parties for its just
cause, and their readiness to act
in solidarity with Lebanon, Pales-
tine, and the peoples of the region.
It calls on these parties to raise
their voices in their countries, in
their statements, movements, and
especially in political and popular
actions in front of Israeli and US
embassies, as well as in national and

regional parliaments, and various
international institutions. They are
also called upon to provide aid to
health and social organizations to
support the resilience of the Leba-
nese people.

« For the immediate cessation of
the genocidal war in Gaza and
the aggression on Lebanon and
other countries in the region.

« For the strengthening of
international solidarity
between peoples.

« For the confrontation of
imperialist and Zionist wars
and aggressions.

The Political Bureau of the
Lebanese Communist Party
September 19, 2024

Iraqi Communist Party leader strongly
condemns brutal Israeli onslaught on Lebanon
and calls for effective solidarity with its people

The Iraqi Communist Party strongly
condemns the brutal Israeli onslaught
on Lebanon and the air raids by the
Zionist occupation army that are still
continuing, on many areas in the
south and east of the country. They
have claimed the lives of more than
270 people and 1000 injured, includ-
ing children, women, paramedics
and unarmed civilians, and have also
caused a large displacement of the
population in the southern and Bekaa
Valley regions.

Comrade Raid Fahmi, Secretary of the

Central Committee of the Party, said that
“this brutal onslaught on Lebanon represents
a dangerous escalation of the criminal war
of genocide by the Zionist occupation state
against the Palestinian people in Gaza, and
comes amid threats of a military invasion of
southern Lebanon. It threatens to ignite an
all-out war in the region that will have dire
repercussions on security and peace in the
Middle East and the world.”

He pointed out that “this dangerous
escalation would not have happened without
the absolute support for Netanyahu'’s fascist
government by the United States and its

allies, enabling it to get away with impunity,
and the absence of solidarity and pressing
measures from the Arab countries, despite
the crimes of genocide and war crimes com-
mitted by the Zionist occupation state against
the Palestinian people, which are continuing
for the twelfth month.”

Comrade Fahmi stressed that “Iraqi
Communists, during these difficult moments,
stand firmly and resolutely alongside the
fraternal Lebanese people and their patri-
otic forces in confronting this brutal Zionist
aggression”. He called on the Iraqi patriotic
and democratic forces “to express effective

solidarity with Lebanon and its people”. He
also called upon the Iraqi Government “to
provide urgent health and humanitarian aid
to the Lebanese people, and to act speed-
ily on Arab and international levels, at the
United Nations, to stop the Zionist aggres-
sion on Lebanon immediately and ensure
the protection of the people of Lebanon and
its national sovereignty.”
Baghdad
23 September 2024

Child prisons: Senate calls on government to intervene

Paul Gregoire

Incarceration of First Nations
people has increased under
the Albanese government,
with 12,556 Indigenous peo-
ple in Australian prisons over
the first quarter of 2022, com-
pared with 15,070 Aboriginal
adults locked in this nation’s
gaols over that same period
this year.

This saw the proportion of the
overall adult prisoner population
made up by Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples rising
from 31 per cent of the total to 35
per cent. This is all despite First
Peoples only accounting for 3.8
per cent of the general populace
living on this continent.

“Indigenous youth now make
up 59 per cent of the youth prison
system and are an appalling 29

times more likely than their non-
Indigenous counterparts to be
locked up,” Gibson added, as he
pointed to the Australian child
prison crisis that’s long seen
northern jurisdictions passing
tough-on-crime bills targeting
youths, which is now an emerging
pattern in the southern states.
The last two months have
seen a second First Nations teen
inmate take their own life in

The laws:

thRelr awn uiion,

» winlate international Law,

members - not paliticians.
backi

Cowrt?

= deny rank-and-file CFMEL members the right to run and control

# wiolate the rule aof law and basic fundamental rights,

The CFMEL is a strong and effective union that bolengs to its

This is an attack an all wniens snd workers and we must fight

Hands off
our Union!

Labar and the Coaliticn have teamed up to pass the most
draconian, anti-union laws in Australia’s history.

Stand ug for your union and help us take this fight to the High

m https:/ /your-union-your-choice.raiselysite.com/

WA over the last year, with the
last having done so while being
detained in a wing of an adult
prison, while the NT just saw a
landslide election go to the Coun-
try Liberals, which promises to
reverse the progressive reforms
of recent years, while Victorian
Labor just reneged on raising the
age of criminality to 14.

So the crossbench in federal
parliament is now demanding that
the Labor government intervene
in the matter. Greens Senators
David Shoebridge and Dorinda
Cox passed a successful motion
two weeks back to establish a
Senate inquiry into youth justice
and how the federal government
can improve it, and this pres-
sure to take a national approach
to youth justice has continued
this week.

YOUTH INJUSTICE
PRESERVED

“Governments are failing to
meet the basic needs of children
and are denying them their basic
human rights,” Senator Lidia
Thorpe said in parliament, “but
when the most vulnerable chil-
dren commit offences, politicians,
both Labor and the Coalition,
don’t respond by addressing the
underlying issues that govern-
ment neglect has created.”

“Instead, they respond by
shamelessly stoking community

fears about children — blak chil-
dren in particular,” the Gunnai,
Gunditjmara and Djab Wurrung
politician continued. “Rather than
take responsibility and follow
evidence-based approaches, the
major parties take advantage
of people’s fear and knowingly
destroy the lives of children, all
in the pursuit of their own politi-
cal power.”

Thorpe urged the federal
government to take national
leadership and a rights-based
approach to these vulnerable
children, adding that the Aus-
tralian child prison system sees
children as young as 10, in most
jurisdictions, subjected to “isola-
tion, abuse, sexual assault, and
the deprivation of food, sunlight
and meaningful contact with
other people”.

Calls to raise the age of crimi-
nal responsibility, or the age at
which a person can be found to
be guilty of a crime and impris-
oned, to at least 14 years old from
a nationwide 10, as it sat in early
2021, have been strong. Yet, the
Standing Council of Attorneys
General and its earlier iteration
stalled on the question of raising
the age from 2018 until releasing
a 2022 report, in which it came
to no conclusion.

Sydney Criminal Lawyers
(edited for space) @
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CFMEU
administration

Robbery of members’ rights and assets

Peter Farmer

The class struggle has intensified in this coun-
try with an ideologically weak Albanese gov-
ernment representing the interests of the
minority wealthy end of town.

This is evident in the most recent attack on work-
ers and their unions.

The government has been incapable of delivering
substantial cost of living relief for working families. It
has instead attacked wages and conditions for public
employees while putting the CFMEU Construction
and General Division under administration.

The administration has proven to be theft of union
members’ assets. For example the cost of the admin-
istration bill which will run into millions of dollars
comes from union members. It is known that the
administrator Mark Irving’s salary is over $640,000
per year plus entitlements including business travel
and expensive accommodation. His appointed team
will also cream members’ money.

It has been reported that Grahame McCulloch had
resigned only 4 weeks after being appointed to take
over the Victorian branch of the CFMEU.

Nine newspapers reported allegations that McCul-
loch had “used inappropriate language to women in
work contexts.”

Meanwhile, McCulloch’s boss Mark Irving, is
having trouble getting the police on board with his
crusade to sack anyone he feels like, using untested
allegations of “connections with organised crime,”
and bikie associations as an excuse.

The police also seems hesitant about putting
resources into investigating the CFMEU because
previous investigations have had “mixed results.” In
other words, they didn’t find anything the last time
they looked. The finding in South Australia of no
criminal activity on the part of CFMEU officials has
made no difference to the Nine crusade against the
union, or to South Australian Premier Peter Malin-
auskus, who acknowledged the findings and said he
still wanted the union to be put into administration.

In an unintended vote of confidence in the
CFMEU’s elected officials, Irving is going to ask
Geoffrey Watson SC to continue the investigation

the CFMEU asked him to do before the administra-
tion started.

The administrator is exempted from the Fair Work
Act, sacking democratically elected officials, and seiz-
ing union members’ assets to run an undemocratic
and unaccountable takeover of the CFMEU.

The CPA supports the rank and file campaign to
return the union to its members and the calls for the
reinstatement of the sacked CFMEU officials. &
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‘Stand up! Fight back!’

Marcus Browning

On 24 September more than
10,000 members of the NSW
Nurses and Midwives Associa-
tion (NSWNMA) came togeth-
er in Sydney’s Hyde Park and
marched to Parliament House
in Macquarie Street demand-
ing the 15 per cent pay rise the
Minns government promised
on its election.

NSWNMA General Secretary
Shaye Candish said the union
remained committed to finding a
path forward, but the government
had failed to negotiate despite
repeatedly being implored to do so.

“Our hospitals are in crisis with
increasing activity and increasing
numbers of nurses and midwives
leaving for better pay interstate. The
public expects their local hospital

to be well staffed, but the current
wage setting for nurses and mid-
wives means they cannot stay,”
said Candish.

“We have genuinely tried to
avert this action, but the govern-
ment has simply failed to demon-
strate a willingness to move.

“Our members are desperate to
provide the safe level of care NSW
patients need when seeking treat-
ment inside public hospitals, but
instead of their skilled work being
remunerated accordingly, their
employer believes a baseline 3 per
cent pay offer is enough.

“It’s not acceptable for the state
government to continue turning a
blind eye to the pay inequity that is
seriously undermining this state’s
largest female-dominated work-
force. We now have the lowest paid
nurses and midwives in the country.

“The government seems to
forget that nurses and midwives are
leaving for better wages and condi-
tions in Queensland and Victoria,
where wages are between 10 and
22 per cent higher.

“It’s also clear when two major
public sector unions are undertak-
ing industrial action, that we have
a government that is incapable of
dealing with the issues at hand.”

Their chants rang out down
Macquarie Street: “When nurses
and midwives are under attack,
what do we do? Stand Up, Fight
Back,” “Pay us properly, pay us
now,” “Take your 3 per cent offer
and stick it where the sun don’t
shine.”

The strong campaign has
increased union membership num-
bers to 80,000. @&

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Labor gave up any pretence of being concerned
about safety when they signed up to AUKUS.”

Peter Dutton, defending his uncosted and indefensible plan to delay action on climate
change and prolong the use of fossil fuels by one day building lots of nuclear reactors.

This quote could be seen as Dutton being as half-arsed about safety as he is about the
rest of his “nuclear plan,” but we’re going to be charitable and interpret it as a statement
of fervent opposition to the AUKUS nuclear-powered submarine project. Welcome aboard,
Comrade Dutton, we’ll see you at the next anti-AUKUS protest.

Senator Lidia Thorpe:

“l just successfully passed a motion in the Senate to make the
Attorney-General provide quarterly reports to the Senate about
deaths in custody, ongoing coronial inquests, incidents of self-
harm, miscarriages and stillbirths in prisons.

“Everyone supported this motion except Labor. Shame on Labor,
and particularly the new Minister for Indigenous Australians, for
voting against it. It shows how much Labor want to ignore what'’s
happening to our people.

“This regular reporting will mean federal politicians can’t keep hid-
ing the truth about the abuses occurring in this country’s prisons.”

At the same time as the Albanese government was seeking to
hide the ongoing racist abuse in the legal system here in Australia,
Albanese himself was in the US with his fellow Labor Party lapdog
Kevin Rudd and the fascist from Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
all sucking up to Uncle Sam and contributing to Benjamin
Netanyahu’s genocidal bloodbath against the Palestinians.

Meanwhile Peter Tregear, a principal fellow of the Melbourne
Conservatorium of Music, noted that the recent attack by the
Israel lobby on pianist Jayson Gillham’s for his comments in sup-
port of the Palestinian victims of Israel’s genocide at a Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra performance, highlighted another element
of the attempt to gag all public criticism: “Whether one agrees or
not with what Jayson Gillham said on stage ... do we really want
to move towards a society in which artists and arts managers are
pre-emptively self-censoring and second-guessing the views of
their rich patrons?”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The Labor government.

Last week Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek approved three
thermal coal mine expansions that will supercharge climate
change by locking in about 1.5 billion tonnes of lifecycle green-
house gas emissions. This is more than three times Australia’s
total annual emissions.

The move comes just a week after the Albanese government
refused to discuss amending the country’s national environment
law to consider the damage of climate change when making deci-
sions about new and expanding coal mines.

The Narrabri Underground coal expansion approval in north west
NSW extends to 2066 and will clear 457 hectares of habitat for
the endangered koala in the Pilliga Forest, while undermining a
key recharge zone of the Great Artesian Basin and draining farm
water bores.

The Mount Pleasant Optimisation Project is a huge expansion of
an open cut mine on the doorstep of the Hunter Valley town of
Muswellbrook. It will clear the habitat of a legless lizard listed as
endangered earlier this year, and which lives only in the Hunter
region.

The Ashton-Ravensworth decision re-approves the exploitation
of around 40 million tonnes of coal at the closed Ravensworth
underground mine in the central Hunter Valley which would other-
wise not have been mined.

Lock the Gate Alliance spokesperson Carmel Flint said, “Through
these decisions, the Albanese government has revealed its reck-
less disregard for the extinction of Australian wildlife and the
effects of catastrophic climate change on all Australians.

“We are shocked that a government that came to power promising
to halt extinction and act on climate change has sunk so low.

“It is shameful that a government supposedly committed to net
zero emissions by 2050 has approved thermal coal mines, the
most polluting fossil fuel on the planet, to operate until 2058,
2064, and 2066. Australians will pay the price of this decision for
generations to come.

“Minister Plibersek is holding a so-called ‘Global Nature Positive’
Conference in just two weeks in Sydney, but she’s sent nature into
a devastating negative spiral with these three approvals.”
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Emergency rally for Lebanon in Boorloo/Perth, 25 September 2024.

and secvurity in
the Middle East,

Beryl Miller’s 98th Birthday

Ron Hall

One of the Party’s longest serv-
ing members, Beryl Miller,
recently turned 98 and is still
a keen reader of the Guardian
— Workers’ Weekly. Over the
years, she has sold countless
copies of Party newspapers in
South Australia.

At the age of 15 she joined the
Eureka Youth League, becoming a
member of the Communist Party
of Australia in 1952. After her mar-
riage to Alan in 1945, she came to
live in Adelaide.

Beryl was very active in the
Union of Australian Women, as
well as the Women'’s International
Democratic Federation and the Aus-
tralian Peace Committee. In 1971
she became a foundation member
of the Socialist Party of Australia.

In 1964 Beryl represented South
Australia when the Communist
Party of Australia organised the
first women’s delegation to the
Soviet Union.

Beryl continued her solidar-
ity into the 1990s. During the
special period for Cuba caused
by the changes taking place in the
Soviet Union, the Australia Cuba

Beryl Miller second from right. Photo:

Friendship Society in South Aus-
tralia was urgently organising medi-
cal supplies to ship to Cuba. This
required hours of sorting, packing
and finally loading the supplies into
a container. Both Beryl and her
husband Alan despite being in their

Michael Perth

older years, didn’t hesitate to help
and the Cuba Friendship Society
was very grateful for their support.

The South Australian Branch of
the CPA is privileged to have been
served for so long by such a dedi-
cated comrade as Beryl Miller. &

‘Gutless fence-
sitters’: Senator tears
strips off ALP UN vote

Greens Senator Mehreen
Farugqi has slammed the deci-
sion of Australia’s Labor
government to abstain from
voting for a recent UN General
Assembly motion on Israel’s
illegal occupation in Gaza and
the West Bank as “gutless and
disgraceful.”

Calling it “just plain cowardly,”
Farugqi pointed out that the vast
majority of countries in our region
including Japan and New Zealand

have voted for the resolution. In
July the ICJ found that Israel’s
occupation of Gaza and the West
Bank was illegal, and also ruled
that Israel’s policies of discrimina-
tion amount to apartheid. Senator
Farugqi called it hypocrisy for For-
eign Minister Wong to say that the
government wanted to vote for the
motion, but then abstain. “You can’t
pick and choose when international
law applies,” she added. &

Support
The Guardian
by donating fo Press Fund
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Racked off with ‘Revs’
A student looks at ‘Revolutions’

Martin Variable

I am a year 12 student doing my final
year of the Victorian Certificate of Edu-
cation (VCE). I am currently doing the
Revolutions subject which has been
running for almost a decade. ‘Revs’ is
a relatively popular subject with a riv-
eting title promising some excitement
and reprieve from the general dull-
ness of year 12. It is an investigation
of four pivotal historical revolutions,
promising genuine historical inquiry
intended to thoroughly explore causes
and consequences. Revs looks at the
French revolution, the American war
of Independence, the Russian revolu-
tion, and the Chinese revolution. Being
a communist, I was really interested
in an exploration of what leads to
and causes revolutions. Even better,
the subject covered two communist
revolutions. In the end it smothered
my love of history under thinly veiled
neo-liberal ravings.

Our teacher bragged about having read
Mein Kampfin German and claimed to have
found The Communist Manifesto too boring
to finish. The class started to sound like an
indoctrination session. Meaningless anti-
communist phrases substituted for critical
thinking: “communism is good on paper
but can never work in real life,” “Lenin was
a man-child,” “the October revolution was
a coup,” “Russia was better off under the
Tsar,” and the never-explained “commu-
nism can only work on a small scale.” The
teacher recited these phrases, but never
explored them.

The actual curriculum seemed to work on
appeals to emotion, more than the promised
investigation. Our teacher preferred pictures
of famine and devastation to information.
Presentation of horrific images and anecdotes
was followed by surface level analysis. The
effects of the Russian civil war were treated as
the direct result of policy and the failures of
communism, with no examination of events
that led up to the conflict.

An example: ‘war communism’ was
treated as an unreasonable policy that caused
anarchy, instead of as an economic policy

directly inspired by a horrific civil war and
invasion. The wartime economy of 1918-1921
and that of pre-1914 Russia were treated as
interchangeable.

The focus of the class was strongly skewed
by my teacher’s views. I had a friend at a
different school who had a totally different
experience — the Russian Revolution looked
at as a historical event, and analysed from
different points of view, with the role of the
declining pre-revolutionary economy taken
into account. Meanwhile, our class put in
hours wallowing in details of the ‘red terror’
and abuses by the Cheka (early Soviet secret
police). The White Russian factions were
dealt with in one morning.

It’s not all down to my bad luck with the
teacher. The textbook Reinventing Russia
presents itself as a tool to “help students
grapple with the profound, social, cultural,
and moral questions.”

What it mainly taught me was the adverse
effects of omission and oversimplification in
the study of complex historical events. Rein-
venting Russia has a simplistic but adequate
explanation of materialism, historical and
dialectical but doesn’t connect these ideas to
decisions the Bolsheviks took. Those decisions
are just presented with no reasons given.
The New Economic Policy is presented as a
sudden and dramatic departure from com-
munism — inexplicable because the course
doesn’t consider Lenin’s and the Bolsheviks’
ideological perspectives. The textbook has a
lot of space for opposition to the NEP.

Of course the Bolsheviks are a “regime,”
while other governments are “governments,”
but the course really wears its heart on its
sleeve when it calls the provisional govern-
ment the “hopes of democratic February,”
while Soviet power gets a “so-called trium-
phal march.”

The ‘anarchy in the rear’ faced by the
provisional government with Russia effec-
tively entering a state of collapse due to
World War 1, served to significantly hasten
the building of revolutionary forces and the
collapse of the provisional government.
The Revolutions textbook doesn’t mention
this. The October revolution is treated as
the result of Soviet agitation and further
German advance. A stark reminder that while

the textbook examines the Bolsheviks and
their knowledge of dialectical materialism
it completely fails to utilise it in analysing
their actions.

The curriculum’s investigation of the
causes of revolution was disheartening. The
Marxist understanding of revolutions was
ignored. Despite promising critical inquiry,
the course just announced that revolutions
are “not historically determined. They are
historical ‘accidents,”” apparently a fact like
‘water = H20.” The Western liberal view of
revolutions was handed down as simply
correct.

The Marxist explanation of revolutions
was apparently too nuanced, so we were
left with assertions: revolutions have no

material factors, there are no sharpening
class contradictions, the productive forces of
society are static and irrelevant — all because
the Revolutions course says so. There were
moments when the course felt like parody.

Despite all this, the subject is worth
keeping on the curriculum. Revolutions
happen and are important. If students are
lucky enough to have a teacher genuinely
interested in historical inquiry, some real
learning can happen. It’s a striking contra-
diction that students are expected to engage
in genuine and in-depth inquiry while the
course material doesn’t.

If there’s a ‘Revs’ student in your life,
they have my sympathy, but you have to start
somewhere. &

Union win on privatisation

Victoria: The office of Births,
Deaths, and Marriages (BDM)
has been recording significant
life events since 1853.

In August this year, more than
400 Victorians interacted with BDM
every day for certificate registra-
tion. Countless others used BDM
for queries about change of identity
or sex, family history, or proof of
identity enquiries.

The office is critical to all peo-
ple’s lives, as it records and man-
ages the most intimate personal
details of all Victorians.

The office of Births, Deaths and
Marriages is currently 100 per cent
Victorian government owned. That
means everyone owns it. That’s as
it should be because of the detailed
personal data about people’s lives
stored there. However the Victorian

government has been considering
selling it off to the private sector.
A potential sale would be bad
news for Victorians for a number
of reasons. It would hand over the
personal and private details of all
Victorians to a private company
with no guarantees on data pro-
tection. Just look at all the recent
data breaches from formerly State
owned businesses! It would allow

the private owner to jack up the
cost of obtaining certificates or
registering information. Private
information could potentially be
sold to third parties for advertis-
ing as a way for the buyer to get
a return on the billions spent to
purchase BDM.

The Community and Public
Sector Union Victoria (CPSU) has
been running a campaign to keep

BDM in public ownership. This
month, it has been reported that
the plan to privatise it has been
dropped.

CPSU will keep up the pressure
to keep personal information in
public ownership.
cpsuvic.org &

Don’t leave us behind
Health professionals urge action

As the Senate Education Employ-
ment Legislation Committee scruti-
nises the University Accord (Student
Support and Other Measures) Bill,
the Health Services Union (HSU) is
renewing its call for the Federal gov-
ernment to extend paid placements
to allied health.

Under the Bill, some social workers,
nurses and teachers undertaking mandatory
placement will be eligible for means-tested
financial support.

However, all allied health professionals,
except for social workers, are excluded from
the budget measure announced in May.

The HSU’s submission to the Committee

highlights that most allied health students
also endure severe placement hardship.
Some courses require up to 2,300 hours of
compulsory practicum.

Overlooking placement poverty in allied
health only prolongs the suffering those
students face.

The flow-on effects are gendered: this is
a workforce that predominantly identifies as
women — in the case of speech pathologists,
98 per cent of the profession.

HSU members are standing together,
and calling on the government to extend
its proposed paid placement support to
allied health.

HSU National Secretary, Lloyd Williams

has said the union “can’t fathom why allied
health has been left behind.”

“The Universities Accord said that there
should be paid placements in the care sector.
Occupational therapists, physiotherapists,
speech pathologists and psychologists are
some of the largest tertiary-qualified profes-
sions within it. Why exclude them?”

“Workforce shortages across allied health
are disrupting hospitals and outcomes for Aus-
tralians using the NDIS and aged care systems.
Barriers to study only make these worse.”

Radiation therapist, and HSU member
Courtney has pleaded for ‘placement poverty’
to be addressed. She pointed out that under-
graduates are expected to study full time

while also completing 42 weeks of unpaid
placement at 35 hours per week.

Clinical psychologist Matteo said that
clinical psychologists in training study for
six years before they are eligible to be paid
as psychologists. Matteo’s HELP debt is
$87,260 after working for five years.

Pharmacy student Samuel spent around
$2,000 on a four-week placement in a hos-
pital in Sydney. He’s exhausted his savings.

The HSU has welcomed the govern-
ment’s action to extend support to students.
It’s urging Labor to not exclude people like
Matteo, Samuel and Courtney who are all
very much victims of placement poverty.
Health Services Union &



Guardian

Nature’s

red alert

UL

MP\T_ECHANGEPS our AT

-~

Over 100,000 marched in Vancouver, 2019. Photo: Chris Yakimov — flickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)

Anna Pha

Large swathes of Europe, the US, Canada,
China, Vietnam, Thailand, Bangladesh, Myan-
mar, South Africa, and Kenya are under water
or in the process of dealing with the devasta-
tion of mass flooding, tornadoes, typhoons,
landslides and other inundations of water.

Flooding affects drinking water and sewerage
systems, can result in power outages, and poses the
risk of disease.

Governments struggle to cope with the thousands
of displaced people. The cost runs into billions of
dollars — beyond the reach of poorer countries. Most
governments have not taken the necessary mitigation
and adaptation action to prevent or cope with such
emergencies. Poorer nations often can’t afford to.

At the same time as flooding, other parts of the
globe face drought, and record wildfires that are more
extreme than ever experienced before — in Chile,
Colorado, and California, parts of the African and
American continents to give a few examples.

The number and intensity of extreme weather
events is on the rise. As the United Nations Secre-
tary-General recently warned, the Earth is no longer
“warming” but “boiling.” We are running headlong
into catastrophic human disasters in the coming years
if global carbon dioxide emissions are not curbed and
climate change is not effectively mitigated.

FLOODS

After a sweltering summer, central Europe expe-
rienced mass flooding. Germany, Poland, Czechia,
Slovakia, Austria, Hungary, and Romania have been
hit by some of the worst flooding on record with thou-
sands of people displaced, and homes, businesses and
crops destroyed. When the water subsides, they face
a bill running into the billions of dollars.

North Carolina declared a state of emergency fol-
lowing a tropical storm that dumped a massive 45cm
of rain in 12 hours. At the same time, other parts of
the US were fighting out-of-control wildfires.
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Henan province in China went from one extreme
of parched crops to 60 cm of rain in 24 hours — three-
quarters of what they would normally expect in a whole
year. Hubei, Sichuan, Shaanxi, and Gansu provinces
have also been hit with flooding and landslides. Tens
of thousands of people have been evacuated, lives lost,
homes and infrastructure destroyed, and crops and
livestock wiped out.

Vietnam was hit with Typhoon Soulik, quickly fol-
lowed by Typhoon Yagi. Flooding and landslides from
that storm had left at least 329 people dead or miss-
ing and caused an estimated US $2 billion damage.
Several hundred thousand people were moved to
temporary shelter.

There are similar stories to be told about Thailand,
Myanmar, and Bangladesh.

PROFIT-DRIVEN

“The overall context hasn’t changed, our climate
continues to warm. The devastating effects of climate
change started well before 2023 and will continue
until global greenhouse gas emissions reach net zero,”
Samantha Burgess, deputy director of Copernicus,
said in a statement.

2023 was the hottest year on record and 2024 is
shaping up to be even hotter. If warming continues
at the same pace, the 1.5 limit set by the Paris climate
conference could be reached by 2032. We are in dan-
gerous territory!

Yet the Australian and many other governments
around the world the world fail to take the climate
crisis seriously. Profit-driven fossil fuel corporations
have these governments in their pockets.

The pursuit of maximum profits is short-sighted
beyond belief. There will be no profits when human-
ity ceases to exist. Capitalism is digging its own grave
and taking humanity with it.

The Labor government has proved to be a true
friend of the fossil fuel sector. Liberal leader Peter
Dutton told the Minerals Council, “I give you this
commitment: a Dutton Coalition Government will
be the best friend the mining and resources sector
in Australia will ever have.” He is trying to keep up
with the ALP.

In Australia, the cost of insurance in flood-prone
areas has risen exponentially and is out of reach for
more people than ever. Governments at all levels must
take responsibility to rehouse people living in those
areas, or take the necessary adaptation measures.
Future planning should take into consideration pos-
sible flooding, bushfires and rising sea levels.

Instead of subsiding fossil fuels and approving
new projects, the government should speed up the
phasing out of fossil fuels. At the same time, the
public sector should accelerate the development of
renewable sources of energy production and storage.

No worker needs to be worse off under the process.
There is the opportunity for hundreds of thousands
of new jobs, with appropriate training provided. It
could serve as a boost to regional development as
dirty power stations are replaced by renewables. &
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Threat multiplier

“Climate change presents a fundamental threat to human
health. It affects the physical environment as well as all aspects
of both natural and human systems — including social and eco-
nomic conditions and the functioning of health systems. It is
therefore a threat multiplier, undermining and potentially revers-
ing decades of health progress. As climatic conditions change,
more frequent and intensifying weather and climate events are
observed, including storms, extreme heat, floods, droughts, and
wildfires. These weather and climate hazards affect health both
directly and indirectly, increasing the risk of deaths, noncom-
municable diseases, the emergence and spread of infectious
diseases, and health emergencies,” warns the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

“Climate change is also having an impact on our health work-
force and infrastructure, reducing capacity to provide universal
health coverage. [...] All aspects of health are affected by cli-
mate change, from clean air, water and soil to food systems and
livelihoods.”

Already of extreme concern, 2 billion people — 25 per cent of
the global population — lack safe drinking water, and 600 million
suffer from foodborne illnesses annually, with children under 5
bearing 30 per cent of foodborne fatalities. The WHO also notes
that 3.6 billion people — almost half the global population — live
in areas already highly susceptible to climate change. Low-
income countries and small island developing states that have
contributed least to global emissions, experience the harshest
health impacts.

In addition to geographic disparities, there are connections to
other inequalities, such as socioeconomic disadvantage, lack of
access to resources, and persisting colonial power structures.
Climate change acts as an amplifier of social injustice as it
applies to health and wellbeing. In vulnerable regions, the death
rate from extreme weather events in the last decade is 15 times
higher than in less vulnerable ones.

Massive emissions of greenhouse gases that heat the earth’s
atmosphere are a specific feature of a destructive and exploit-
ative economic model that has been dominant for the past
100-150 years — capitalism. It is based on fossil fuel use, exploi-
tation and maximisation of profits no matter the cost to health
and the environment.

Extreme heat has already taken hundreds of thousands of
lives. The WHO conservatively estimates that climate change is
expected to cause approximately 250,000 additional deaths per
year, from undernutrition, malaria, diarrhoea, and heat stress
alone. Climate change affects food availability, quality and
diversity, and exacerbates food and nutrition crises, especially
among the young, the elderly, Indigenous and most vulnerable
communities.

Those whose health is being harmed the most by the climate
crisis are the people who contribute least to its causes, and who
are least able to protect themselves and their families against
it — people in low-income countries and communities. No one is
safe from these risks.

A rapid reduction in the emissions of greenhouse gases through
such means as phasing out fossil fuels; replacement of cars
with public transport; and changes to agricultural practices, food
and energy use choices would result in large gains for health.
Such measures cannot wait if humanity is to survive.

The effects of climate change on health will increasingly depend
on the extent to which transformational action is taken now to
reduce emissions and avoid the breaching of dangerous tem-
perature thresholds and potential irreversible tipping points. The
world must limit temperature rise to 1.5°C as a matter of urgen-
cy. Every additional fraction of a degree of warming will take a
serious toll on people’s health and lives.

We'll give the last word to the World Health Organisation:

“Further delay in tackling climate change will increase health
risks, undermine decades of improvements in global health,
and contravene our collective commitments to ensure the
human right to health for all.”
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Women'’s rights
used as ammunition

Dear Comrade Editor,

‘Half the Sky’ (Guardian 2117, 23 Sep-
tember) made a very good point in
protesting against the use of women
and sexual harassment as ammuni-
tion against an effective union. If you
had more space, it could have gone on.
Women'’s rights are used as a rationale
for all sorts of issues by people who
are just looking for a weapon. ‘Protect-
ing women’ was a big part of the hype
about the invasion of Afghanistan in

2003. It’s also cited as a reason for
sanctions on Iran, and of course used
as an excuse for racism and Islamo-
phobia by bad-faith right wingers who
otherwise dislike feminism because
it’s modern and left-wing.

Thank you for standing up for changes
that will really protect women’s rights;
housing, union membership, and socialism!

In solidarity,

Abha Cifti
Melbourne

Huge explosion in Russia

Dear Comrade Editor,

On 18 September a 40,000-tonne
explosion at an arms depot near
Tikhoretsk in Russia triggered a 3.2
magnitude earthquake. In comparison,
the nuclear bomb dropped on Hiro-
shima, Japan on 6 August 1945 was
equivalent to 16,000 tonnes of TNT,
while the Nagasaki bomb was about
21,000 tonnes. Obviously, the explo-
sion in Russia was non-nuclear, but it
does send a clear message to the Unit-
ed States and NATO, especially before

an upcoming meeting between the US
and Britain, that such a violent attack
deep within Russia will not escalate
to an all-out nuclear war.

President Putin has often threatened
that an attack on Russia could merit a
nuclear reprisal. In one of a series of nucle-
ar threats, Russian security council chair
Dmitry Medvedev said in 2023 that Russia
would be forced to use a nuclear weapon if
Ukraine’s counteroffensive succeeded. On 13
September 2024 Putin warned that Russia
would be “at war” with the US and NATO if
they lifted restrictions on Ukraine’s use of
long-range weapons, adding that “we will
make appropriate decisions based on the
threats that will be created for us.” Ignoring
any implied nuclear threat, President Joe
Biden replied: “It’s clear that Putin will not
prevail in this war.”

Since the beginning of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict Putin has repeatedly warned NATO
that crossing Russia’s “Red Lines” would
trigger nuclear conflict. Ukraine has continu-
ously crossed these lines without a nuclear
response from the Kremlin, though Russia
has conducted training on how to respond to
a nuclear attack. In August Ukrainian forces

Guardian

launched an attack on Kursk, the first inva-
sion of Russian territory since World War
II. The occupation has had little response
from Putin.

Following the recent attacks on Ukrainian
cities, President Volodymyr Zelensky pleaded
for a policy change, to allow Ukraine to strike
military assets deep within Russia. Members
of the US Congressional Ukraine Caucus
signed a letter urging Biden to lift restric-
tions on Kyiv’s use of long-range weapons.
Russia has permission to use long-range
weapons such as American ATACMS and
British Storm Shadows only to strike near
the border of Russia.

On 22 September the US and Britain
decided not to authorise Ukraine to use
long-range missiles on targets deep inside
Russia. Zelensky responded: “I think they
are worried about an escalation.” It seems
the massive explosion four days before the
meeting was not enough to prove the con-
trary. So far there have apparently been no
political consequences of the massive explo-
sion. Will this change if Russia’s thrust into
Pokrovsk, Ukraine fails?

Graham Holton
Caboolture

Children of the 80s and 90s can now
rejoice that there is a Transformers
movie that dives back into the heart
of what made the early iterations of
the Autobots inspiring and exciting
to watch. Sure, it started — and con-
tinues — as a way to sell toys. Still, it
has produced some great stories of
true heroism, sacrifice, and loyalty.
The new animated movie Transform-
ers One takes this up a notch by giv-
ing an origin story to the Autobots
that touches on several themes, like
exploitation, friendship, corrup-
tion, and worker empowerment, in
an engaging, entertaining, and fun
way for the whole family. Viewers
would be wrong to dismiss Trans-
formers One as a mindless cash-grab
kids movie.

Directed by Josh Cooley and with a
screenplay by Andrew Barrer and Gabriel
Ferrari, Transformers One takes place on
a distant planet called Cybertron, where
robots have their own society and way of
life. Some robots can transform into other
items, thus being seen as more powerful
and essential. Other robots seemingly do
not have the power to transform. They are
regulated to the dangerous mines to dig
for energy sources to sustain their planet
since their primary energy source from
long ago disappeared. These worker bots
are often exploited with extended hours in
the mines and no hope of a brighter future.

This is where Orion Pax comes into the
story. He’s a rebellious mining robot who
refuses to accept his lot in life. He’s on a
mission to figure out where the primary
energy source is, so he and his friends can
have a better life than working in the mines
and trash heaps for the rest of their days.
While chastising Orion’s shenanigans,
his reluctant best friend, D-16, often has
his back when Orion gets into trouble.
The stakes become higher when Orion
stumbles upon some information about
the primary energy source that puts into
question everything they’ve been told about
their society and the leaders who claim to
be on their side.

Fans of the franchise will know as
soon as they come on screen who Orion
and D-16 are destined to become, but the
story isn’t about knowing that, it’s about
following the journey of how we get there.
The creators do such an excellent job with
the character development of our protago-
nists that although knowledgeable fans will
know where the story is going, they will
nonetheless be on the edge of their seats,
holding out hope that the best friends
somehow work it out.

That said, those who are not fans of
the Transformers franchise need not fear

Film Review

Transformers One

that they will be left in the dark during the
film. Since it’s an origin story, everything is
explained straightforwardly for returning
and future fans alike. It’s the kind of story
that gives balanced fan service to those in
the know, but also stands on its own as a
story that would be just as compelling if
it wasn’t tied to an established franchise.
That’s a strength that not many movies of
its kind have. Too many franchise movies
rely heavily on fan service and nostalgia
in place of a quality story.

The film explores themes of exploita-
tion, corruption, and worker empower-
ment. It makes clear that unsafe working
conditions and back-breaking labour can
be just as evil as someone trying to take
over the world. It also showcases that even
when it seems like those at the top have
all the power, the collective might of most
workers coming together can make a dif-
ference — if they believe in themselves. It’s
pretty inspiring stuff and surprisingly rel-
evant to today’s world, where most people
are searching for joy under a system that
can be oppressive for many.

The voice cast knocks the acting out
of the park. Chris Hemsworth brings
charm and power to the role and fits the
kind of early story the creators are trying
to tell. Brian Tyree Henry as D-16 is a
marvel, conveying the contrasting layers
of his character struggling with his moral
compass in the face of betrayal and chaos.
Scarlett Johansson as Elita-1 and Keegan-
Michael Key as B-127/Bumblebee add a
lot of laughter without coming across as
merely comic relief.

Transformers One is a rollercoaster
ride with action, humour, and heart. Some
very intense emotional moments play out.
This critic wonders if young children may
miss the impact of the storytelling, which
seems to be aimed more at teenagers and
adults. But there will be incredible action
sequences to keep them busy. Then again,
it’s never too early to learn about working-
class unity and power.

Overall, Transformers One is a fun
movie with much happening beneath the
surface. Despite being about robots, the
story is human at its core. Those want-
ing the more flashy and explosive-heavy
Transformers of the live-action Michael
Bay films will probably be disappointed
because there’s more dialogue than fire
and bombs. When action does happen, it
feels earned and impactful.

Hopefully, Transformers One will
spark sequels that continue with this type
of storytelling. If not, this film stands out
as a quality and relevant movie for the
whole family.

People’s Word (edited for length) &

unsafe working conditions
and back-breaking labour
can be just as evil as
someone trying to take
over the world
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New Sanctions on the DPRK -
Australia’s sanctions must stop

Graham Holton

On 19 September the US government
increased its sanctions on Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK),
Russia and Syria. Newly listed is the
Korea Kwangson Bank (KKBC).

The previous sanctions update was on 16
May 2024 when the US Department of the
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC) imposed sanctions on two Russian
individuals and three Russia corporations for
alleged weapons transfers between Russia
and the DPRK in violation of the UN arms
embargo.

Under Secretary of the Treasury for
Terrorism and Financial Intelligence Brian
E. Nelson said: “Today’s action reflects our
commitment to disrupt the DPRK’s deepen-
ing military cooperation with Russia.” Since
2023 Russia and the DPRK have strengthened
their military cooperation, with the DPRK
providing Russia with 40 DPRK-produced
ballistic missiles to be used against Ukraine.

US sanctions are imposed by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury and the Department of
State, and listed in the Specially Designated
Nationals and Blocked Persons (SDN) List.
Anyone caught violating sanctions can have
their assets frozen. OFAC says “The ultimate
goal of sanctions is not to punish, but to
bring about a positive change in behaviour.”

As with US sanctions on Cuba, the sanc-
tions on the DPRK have had a long time to
bring about change and have not worked. The
US has imposed sanctions on the DPRK since
the 1950s, during the Korean War. After some
reductions in the 1990s, the US reinstated
sanctions in 2003 after the DPRK withdrew
from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
Sanctions increased after the DPRK’s first
nuclear test in 2006. UN sanctions increased
after the DPRK conducted nuclear tests in
2006, 2009, 2013, 2016, and 2017.

Since the failure of the February 2019
summit negotiations, US-DPRK relations

have worsened, with missile testing increas-
ing since 2022. On 26 May 2022 China and
Russia vetoed a US-drafted resolution that
would have imposed further sanctions,
including bans on tobacco and oil imports
into the DPRK.

President Joe Biden and the president
of the Republic of Korea (ROK), Yoon Suk-
Yeol, urged Pyongyang to restart talks, while
at the same time increasing joint military
drills on the DPRK border. The DPRK sees
these US-ROK actions as a direct threat to
its existence. The DPRK had ratified the
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty in 1985
but withdrew in 2003, because of US-ROK
aggression. According to Vincent Brooks
and Ho Young Leem, former leaders of the
ROK-US Combined Forces Command, Kim
Il Sung saw nuclear weapons as “a military
asset, an insurance policy, and a vast source
of prestige all in one.” Small world — that’s
how the USA sees its far larger nuclear
arsenal.

The DPRK does have the right to defend
itself. Kim Jong Il witnessed how the Iraqi
and Libyan governments were overthrown
after they gave up developing nuclear weap-
ons. Kim was determined the DPRK would
not make the same error. Kim Jung Un has
said he would dismantle the DPRK’s nuclear
weapons if the US did the same. It has not.

Sanctions on the DPRK initially focused
on weapons-related materials but expanded
to luxury goods to target “the elites.” Sanc-
tions now cover financial assets, banking
transactions, and general travel and trade,
after the US accused the regime of cyberat-
tacks, money laundering, and human rights
violations.

Since 2006, the DPRK has been sanc-
tioned for trading weapons and military
equipment. More recently the US government
issued warnings for countries to not employ
DPRK IT workers. The OFAC warned that
they would, “abuse the entire ecosystem of
freelance work platforms to surreptitiously
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obtain IT development contracts from client
companies around the world.”

On 8 December 2018 the Australian
government gave authority to the Minister
for Foreign Affairs to enforce United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) resolutions relat-
ing to the DPRK. These prohibitions include
insurance services and reinsurance services
for DPRK-related vessels whose registration
has been cancelled.

The Australian Defence Force (ADF)
deploys ships and aircraft to enforce these
sanctions through Operation Argos, which
involves periodic deployments of aircraft and
warships into the region. The ADF detects any
ship-to-ship transfer of contraband goods.

In 2021, the DPRK denounced Australia for
signing the AUKUS agreement as “extremely
undesirable and dangerous,” warning it could
“trigger a nuclear arms race.”

Since 2008, the Australian embassy in
Seoul has managed relations with the DPRK,
while the DPRK embassy in Jakarta, Indo-
nesia, is responsible for its relations with
Australia. The DPRK requested in 2013 to
reopen its embassy in Canberra, which Aus-
tralia refused. Australia must stop its hostility
and end its sanctions on the DPRK, as it is
not a threat to the people of Australia. @

Happy birthday People’s Republic of China!

1 October will be the 75th anni-
versary of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China.
On that day in 1949, Mao
Zedong officially proclaimed
the republic. It was the cul-
mination of a struggle that
began with a of twelve repre-
sentatives of different groups
meeting to form the Commu-
nist Party of China, and ended
with the Party’s victory over
Japanese invasion and the
reactionary Kuomintung.
Since 1 October 1949, the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China has gone
from strength to strength, making
unprecedented strides in literacy

and prosperity, raising more people
out of poverty than has ever been
done in human history. China now
has the world’s second-largest
economy by GDP and is the largest
economy on earth by purchasing
power. It is now setting records in
relation to the production of EVs,
batteries and solar panels, which
will be vital if the world is to avoid
the worst effects of climate change.

The Guardian salutes the
People’s Republic on the occasion
of its 75th anniversary and looks
forward to more progress. Our next
issue will feature more material
about China to mark this historic
event. @
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People’'s Republic of China

Graphic: YuCheinSYQ — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Quad used to preserve US dominance

The ‘Quad’ is a tool the US uses to
contain China and perpetuate US
hegemony, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian said recently,
urging the US to get rid of its obsession
with perpetuating its supremacy and
containing China, stop using regional
countries as its tool, and stop glossing
over the strategic intention behind all
kinds of exclusive groupings.

The US Indo-Pacific strategy attempts to
patch together forces to exclude and contain
China by peddling the ‘China threat’ narra-
tive, and the Quad tries to muster military
and security cooperation under the pretext
of maritime issues — same intention, same

tactics. Though the US claims that it does not
target China, the first topic of the summit was
about China, which was an issue throughout
the event.

“The US is lying through its teeth and
even the US media does not believe it,” said
Lin, who made these remarks at a press
briefing in response to questions about US
President Biden’s comments at the 2024
Quad Leaders’ Summit.

After his national security adviser Jake
Sullivan insisted that “China is not the focus
of the Quad,” Biden was caught on a ‘hot mic’
moment talking about an “aggressive” China
“testing” the Quad members.

Lin emphasised that cooperation between

countries should not target any third party
or even harm their interests. Any regional
initiative should follow the overwhelming
trend of the region and promote regional
peace, stability, and prosperity.

Ganging up to form exclusive groupings
undermines mutual trust and cooperation
between regional countries, runs counter to
the overwhelming trend of pursuing peace,
development, cooperation, and prosperity
in the Asia-Pacific region and is bound to
fail, the Foreign Minister added.

He urged the US to get rid of its obsession
with perpetuating its supremacy and contain-
ing China, stop using regional countries as its
tool, stop glossing over the strategic intention

behind all kinds of exclusive groupings, and
act on its word that the revitalisation of its
alliances is not targeted at China, instead of
seeking selfish gains at the expense of other
countries’ strategic security interests and the
well being of the people in the Asia-Pacific.

Regarding the Quad’s joint coast guard
cooperation at sea, Lin noted that China is
open to cooperation between relevant coun-
tries at sea, but that the cooperation should
not target other countries or undermine
regional peace and stability under any pretext.
Global Times (edited for length) &
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In July 2024 Reuters reported an
increasing number of countries were
repatriating their gold reserves from
the US and UK as protection against
possible sanctions. The US currently
holds 4,600 tonnes of gold in its Bul-
lion Depository at Fort Knox, and a
large amount in the Federal Reserve
Bank in New York. The freezing of
almost half of Russia’s US$640 bil-
lion in gold and foreign exchange
reserves by the G7, and the seizure of
other countries’ assets, led to central
banks around the world withdrawing
their gold reserves to hold them in
their own central banks.

In 2019, when the Venezuelan govern-
ment tried to retrieve its gold reserves, it was
sanctioned by the US government. In August
2020 the US seized millions of dollars’ worth
of Iranian fuel bound for Venezuela, the
largest-ever seizure of its kind. In July 2022
London’s High Court ruled against Venezuela
withdrawing US$1 billion from the Bank of
England. Recently the US seized Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro’s airplane in the
Dominican Republic (see ‘Global Briefs’,
page 13, this issue).

Other countries trying to retrieve their
gold reserves have been knocked back. When
Germany’s Bundesbank asked the Federal
Reserve to investigate the gold it held in the
US, the Fed refused, saying it was a threat to
US financial security. Some analysts believe
these gold reserves have been used as col-
lateral by the US Treasury and the Federal
Reserve and are no longer available. Instead,
in 2017 Germany was able to repatriate 674
tonnes of gold from Paris and New York.

At the beginning of the Ukraine conflict
in February 2022, the Biden administration
transferred Russian assets frozen in US
banks to Ukraine, supposedly to help rebuild
the country. The seizure sent shockwaves

In gold we trust

Sanctions bite back

through the global capital markets. The
unilateral seizure of other countries’ assets
has caused many countries in the Middle
East and Africa to withdraw their gold from
the US and UK. These include South Africa,
Nigeria, Egypt, Ghana, and Saudi Arabia.
The Central Bank of Russia now holds all
its gold bullion within Russia.

Recently, India has substantially
increased its gold reserves to 822 tonnes.
This year, India’s Reserve Bank purchased
24 tonnes of gold in four months, one and
a half times more than all gold it purchased
in 2023. In early 2024 India removed 100
tonnes of its gold from London to India’s
central bank.

Geopolitical tensions have resulted in
increased gold reserves and record gold pur-
chases by central banks around the world,
forcing international gold prices to record
levels. The World Gold Council reported that
the price of gold in August had increased
to US$2,513 per oz. In 2023, Algeria held
the largest gold holdings in Africa with 174
tonnes. This was followed by Libya with 147
tonnes, Egypt with 126 tonnes, and South
Africa with 125 tonnes. Billions of dollars in
gold reserves disappeared from the Libyan
Central Bank in 2011, when NATO destroyed
Libya. In early 2024, Beijing held more
than 2,260 tonnes of gold, the sixth largest
national gold holder, predominantly stored
domestically.

US control of international markets has
weaponised the dollar by imposing financial
sanctions on countries it has disputes with.
In reaction, countries have de-dollarised.
According to an Invesco survey of central
banks and sovereign wealth funds, many
countries have been spooked by these sanc-
tions and seizures, and prefer to hold their
gold in their own central banks. According
to a Reuters survey of central banks: “Almost
60 per cent of respondents said it had made
gold more attractive, while 68 per cent were
keeping reserves at home compared to 50
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x‘ WHO HAS ALL OF THE GOLD?

THIG MAP SHIWS THE 20 COUNTRES & INSTITUTIONS THAT
HOLD 5% OF THE WORLD GOLD RESERVES IN 2016
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The data is based on 2013 figures released by the IMF’s International Financial Statistics
and demonstrates that 88% of the world’s gold reserves are held by 20 countries.
Graphic: Karus Chains — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0) / edited.

per cent in 2020.” Central bank net demand,
mainly from China, Turkey and India, totalled
290 tonnes in the 1st quarter of 2024. This
was the strongest start to any year on record.

It’s more than fifty years since the US
went off the gold standard, but gold reserves
are still an important reserve asset. As for
the US dollar, there is currently no alterna-
tive to it being the world’s reserve currency,
despite a number of countries trying. In
2022, the US dollar accounted for 51 per
cent of global reserves. This is expected to

drop to 40 per cent by 2030. China, Russia,
Brazil, and Iran have started cross-border
local currency settlements, and the BRICS
Organization and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization are considering a settlement
system that bypasses the US dollar.

The US likes to throw its weight around
with sanctions, but as the story of gold
reserves show, the sanctions can come back
to bite the bully that weilds them. &

In a press conference given
on 14 September, Venezue-
lan Interior Minister Dios-
dado Cabello announced that
authorities had dismantled an
operation reportedly backed
by the Central Intelligence
Agency of the United States

Venezuela dismantles
ClA-backed coup plot, arrests Navy Seal

and the National Intelligence
Center of Spain. The effort
sought to assassinate Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro, Vice
President Delcy Rodriguez,
Cabello, and other govern-
ment officials.

The minister announced that

Venezuelan authorities had seized a
total of 400 weapons sourced from
the US and arrested 14 mercenar-
ies involved in the plot. Among
the arrested is Wilbert Joseph
Castafieda, an active US military
officer and Navy Seal. Two Span-
ish citizens were reportedly also
arrested, José Maria Basua, and
Andrés Badasbe.

In the press conference, the
Interior Minister reported that
Venezuelan authorities had seized
a document from one of the detain-
ees, which outlined the plot and

included attacking the Miraflores
Palace and other public institutions.
The would-be perpetrators also
sought to carry out sabotage actions
against various public services to
generate chaos.

Cabello cited government
reports stating that those arrested
possessed between 10 to 12 weap-
ons in their homes that were set
to be used in the destabilisation
plan. Cabello noted that many of
those arrested also have links to
Venezuela’s far-right opposition
network.

He added that the weapons
seized by authorities were brought
to the country covertly and received
by groups linked to the extreme
right.

One of the leaders of the ille-
gal arms trafficking network in
the country, Cabello claimed, is
a man who is already a fugitive
from Venezuelan justice, Ivan
Simonovis.

Telesur &

32 thousand Boeing workers
strike in Seattle

@cpacanberra

act@cpa.org.au

On 13 September, around 32,000 Boeing
workers walked out on strike in the Seattle
area after 95 per cent voted to reject a con-
tract deal with the company, and 96 per cent
voted to strike. This is the first strike at Boe-
ing since 2008.

Aerospace giant Boeing has received heavy public
criticism due to rampant quality control issues that
have resulted in continued investigations and legal
action, not to mention two crashes of 737 MAX jets in
2018 and 2019 that left 346 people dead. Even more
public suspicion has been raised following the deaths
of two whistleblowers who had raised concerns about
safety. Foul play was suspected.

Workers claim that many of the safety issues
result from Boeing caring more about fast production

and stock prices than quality, as highlighted by a set
of interviews conducted by More Perfect Union with
workers and leaders of the International Associa-
tion of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAM).

“The wages that they pay are comparable with
McDonalds,” said Kristi Kidrick, a Boeing assembly
installer. “There is a big turnover rate. And so a lot of
people won't stay there very long to gain the knowledge
and the skillset,” both of which are requirements for
building safe, quality airplanes.

Workers rejected the contract deal that was nego-
tiated between Boeing and IAM. The proposed deal
contained wage increases of 25 per cent, far lower than
the 40 per cent wage rise that workers had demanded.
Globetrotter &
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Féte de PHumanite:
450,000 stand for
Palestine, against

The 89th edition of the Féte
de ’Humanité (Festival of
Humanity) brought together
over 450,000 participants for
three days of political debate,
musical, and cultural perform-
ances. The festival addressed
major issues facing move-
ments in France, from the
rise of the far-right to inter-
national movements like the
fight for Palestine’s liberation
and Kanak self-determination.
Speakers included international
figures like Angela Davis, repre-
sentatives from France’s so-called
overseas territories like Kanak MP
Emmanuel Tjibaou, and local activ-
ists such as anti-fascist and France
Unbowed MP Raphaél Arnault.
Given the political upheaval
that followed President Emmanuel
Macron’s post-election maneuvers,
significant attention was focused
on the future of the New Popular
Front (NFP). Macron’s controversial
decision to appoint Michel Barnier
as Prime Minister, bypassing the

NFP, has sparked intense debate
and brought hundreds of thousands
of people on the streets.

Leaders from all NFP parties
attended the Féte de 'Humanité,
dissecting Macron’s strategy and
reaffirming the coalition’s intent
to stay united despite attempts
to break it up. Fabien Roussel,
national secretary of the French
Communist Party (PCF), left no
doubts about this intent: “We must
remain united and strong to change
France and people’s lives. To move
forward, we must preserve this
union as a common good.”

Speakers from the ranks of
the NFP used the platform given
to them by the festival to reassert
their call to action, encouraging the
public to protest Macron’s tactics.

Another highlight of the Féte
de 'Humanité was international
solidarity, particularly with the
Palestinian liberation struggle. This
section of the program brought
together speakers from across the
world, sharing experiences from
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different areas of struggle. These
included health workers who had
volunteered in the occupied territo-
ries, and European activists advo-
cating for Palestinian liberation.
Nasser Abu Baker, President
of the Palestinian Journalists Syn-
dicate, and Hala Abou Hassira,
Palestinian ambassador to France,
were among those appealing to the
participants to continue their soli-
darity campaigns. “We will never
give up our battle for our right to
self-determination, and we are
counting on you at a time when
Israel is attacking the very existence
of our people,” said Abou Hassira.
The Féte de 'Humanité once
again energised left-wing and
progressive movements in France,
and provided an important meet-
ing point for political parties that
are trying to build power in the
face of both far-right challenges
and liberal efforts to block people-
centered policies.
People’s Dispatch &

MPs worldwide
slam US Cuba listing
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About 600 parliamentarians from 773 countries
across the globe have joined the condemnation
of Cuba’s designation by the United States as
a ‘state sponsor of terrorism’ (SSOT).

In a joint letter co-ordinated by the Progressive
International Organisation, the lawmakers describe
the inclusion of Cuba on the arbitrary US State Depart-
ment list as “cynical, cruel, and a clear violation of
international law.”

The letter calls on their respective governments
to “take immediate action to advocate” the removal
of the designation.

The US state sponsor of terrorism designation,
removed in 2015 by the Obama administration, was
reapplied to Cuba in the last days of the Trump presi-
dency in 2021.

Countries on the US list face extreme sanctions
which hinder access to medicines and foods. The
three other countries with the designation by the US
government are Syria, since 1979, Iran, since 1984,
and the DPRK (North Korea), since 2017.

President Joe Biden has not removed the desig-
nation, despite promising a return to the Obama-era
policy.

The signatories say that Cuba should be removed
from the SSOT “in the name of dignity, decency, and
the integrity of the UN Charter.”

They point out that a range of UN experts have
also made it clear that the designation has undermined
“fundamental human rights, including the right to
food, right to health, right to education, economic, and
social rights, right to life and right to development.”

Among the signatories to the letter are former
president of the Belgian Workers Party Peter Mertens,
Brazilian Deputy Celia Xakriaba, French Deputy Arnaud
Le Gall, Die Linke leader Martin Schirdewan, Ghana-
ian MP Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa, Jamaica’s People’s
National Party leader Mark Golding, Podemos leader
Ione Belarra and independent MP Jeremy Corbyn.

The signatories argue that the designation “is
cruel because it is designed to maximise the suffer-
ing of the people of Cuba, strangling its economy,
displacing its families and even restricting the flow
of humanitarian aid.”

In May 2024, the US State Department finally
removed Cuba from the list of states “not fully co-
operating” with the United States on counterterrorism
efforts. But, the letter argues, “this is not enough” as
“Cuba continues to suffer as a result of its cynical, cruel,
and illegal exclusion from the international economy.”
Morming Star &

. Global Briefs

MARTINIQUE: The island of Martinique is a French over-
seas territory in the Caribbean. Authorities there have
imposed a curfew in several areas in the city of Fort-de-
France, the island’s administrative centre. French media
reported that the curfew covered the port area, as well as
other parts of the city, and additional law enforcement
personnel will be soon arriving from French Guiana and
Guadeloupe. All these measures were taken due to the
ongoing civil unrest and protests against a background of
rising food prices. Food prices in Martinique are 40 per cent
higher than in France, and the people there are not coping
well with the cost-of living expenses.

USA: The International Brotherhood of Teamsters, one of
the largest US trade unions, has decided against issuing a
presidential endorsement for the first time since 1996. The
union’s leadership pointed out that both candidates had “few
commitments on top issues.” The move is a major blow for
Kamala Harris’ efforts to win over working class votes in the
short time left before the elections. Donald Trump has had
months of campaigning for other unions’ favours.

VENEZUELA: Venezuela issued an arrest warrant against
Argentine President Javier Milei and two other members
of his cabinet for hijacking a cargo plane at the request of
the United States. The measure is part of an open investi-
gation into the theft of the Venezuelan-Iranian cargo plane
Emtrasur, which had been held in Buenos Aires since 2022
and was evacuated to the United States in February 2024.
Venezuelan authorities are seeking justice in the face of
an act encouraged by the US and considered a violation of
international law. Venezuela is charging Milei and his offi-
cials with aggravated robbery, money laundering, unlawful
deprivation of liberty, fabrication of a criminal offence, unlaw-
ful interference, aircraft sabotage, and conspiracy to commit
a crime. The indictments and arrest warrants will soon be
presented to a competent court in Venezuela.

RUSSIA: The Russian army will become the world’s second
largest after President Putin signed a decree ordering its
size to be increased to almost 2.389 million people, includ-
ing 1.5 million active servicemen. The move will add 180,000
troops to Russia’s active force by December. China has the
largest number of active combat soldiers, or 2.035 million
personnel. India and the United States come second and
third with 1.445 million and 1.328 million respectively. The
Russian Defence Ministry explained that the move comes
amid NATO’s aggressive activity and expansion. The minis-
try said that the increase in the army size would be gradual
as more contract personnel would be added.

TINIAN (Micronesia): The Freely Associated States lying
between Hawaii and the Philippines are crucial to the United
States in maintaining its position as a Pacific power. With a
combined population of about 100,000 people, the islands
were vitally important to the US during WW2. After the war
the US used some of them for nuclear testing, making some
islands uninhabitable to this day. Newsweek has report-
ed that the US is refurbishing military infrastructure on the
Pacific island of Tinian (with a population of about 3,000
people). The work there involves clearing a runway built on
the island during WW2; at the time it was the longest run-
way in the world. The US Defence Department established
three projects to develop operations on Tinian as part of its
Pacific Deterrence Initiative, which focuses on planning for
a potential conflict with China. The Pentagon seeks to add
refuelling, take-off, landing and parking operations on Tinian.
Few people are aware that in August 1945 it was from Tinian
that two US bombers took off with atomic bombs onboard
and dropped them on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.
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People’s Power wins
presidential election In Sri Lanka

Anura Kumara Dissanayake of the
left-wing National People’s Power
alliance won a historic victory in
Sri Lanka’s presidential elections.

On 22 September the Sri Lankan
election authority announced that Anura
Kumara Dissanayake of the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)-led National
People’s Power (NPP) alliance won the
presidential election. Dissanayake, who
has been the leader of the left-wing JVP
since 2014, defeated thirty-seven other
candidates, including the incumbent
president Ranil Wickremesinghe of
the United National Party (UNP) and
his closest challenger Sajith Premadasa
of the Samagi Jana Balawegava. The
traditional parties that dominated Sri
Lankan politics — such as the Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and the UNP
— are now on the backfoot, although they
dominate the Sri Lankan parliament (the
SLPP has 105 out of 225 seats, while the
UNP has 3 seats). Dissanayake’s JVP
only has three seats in the parliament.

Dissanayake’s triumph to become the
country’s ninth president is significant.
It is the first time that a party from the
country’s Marxist tradition has won
a presidential election. Dissanayake,
born in 1968 and known by his initials
of AKD, comes from a working-class
background in north-central Sri Lanka,
far from the capital city of Colombo.
His worldview has been shaped by
his leadership of Sri Lanka’s student
movement, and by his role as a cadre
in the JVP. In 2004, Dissanayake went
to parliament when the JVP entered an
alliance with Chandrika Kumaratunga,
the president of the country from 1994 to
2005 and the daughter of the first female
prime minister in the world (Sirimavo
Bandaranaike). Dissanayake became
the Minister of Agriculture, Land, and
Livestock in Kumaratunga’s cabinet, a
position that allowed him to display his
competence as an administrator and to
engage the public in a debate around
agrarian reform (which will likely be an
issue he will take up as president). An
attempt at the presidency in 2019 ended
unsuccessfully, but it did not stop either
Dissanayake or the NPP.

ECONOMIC
TURBULENCE

In 2022, Colombo — Sri Lanka’s
capital city — was convulsed by the
Aragalaya (protests) that culminated in
the takeover of the presidential palace
and the hasty departure of president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. What motivated
these protests was the rapid decline of
economic possibilities for the popula-
tion, who faced shortages of essential
goods, including food, fuel, and medi-
cines. Sri Lanka defaulted on its foreign
debt and went into bankruptcy. Rather
than generate an outcome that would
satisfy the protests, Wickremesinghe,
with his neoliberal and pro-Western
orientation, seized the presidency to
complete Rajapaksa’s six-year term that
began in 2019.

Wickremesinghe’s lame duck presi-
dency did not address any of the under-
lying issues of the protests. He took Sri
Lanka to the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in 2023 to secure a USD
2.9 billion bailout (the seventeenth such
intervention from the IMF since 1965),
which came with removal of subsidies
for items such as electricity and with a
doubled rate of value added tax to 18 per
cent: the price of the debt was to be paid
by the working-class in Sri Lanka and
not the external lenders. Dissanayake
has said that he would like to reverse
this equation, renegotiate the terms of
the deal, put more of the pain on the
external lenders, increase the income

tax-free threshold, and exempt several
essential goods (food and health care)
from the increased taxation regime. If
Dissanayake can do this, and if he ear-
nestly intervenes to stifle institutional
corruption, he will make a serious mark
on Sri Lankan politics which has suffered
from the ugliness of the civil war and
from the betrayals of the political elite.

A MARXIST PARTY
IN THE PRESIDENT’S

HOUSE

The JVP or the People’s Liberation
Front was founded in 1965 as a Marxist-
Leninist revolutionary party. Led by
Rohana Wijeweera (1943-1989), the
party attempted two armed insurrec-
tions — in 1971 and again from 1987 to
1989 — against what it perceived as an
unjust, corrupt, and intractable system.
Both uprisings were brutally suppressed,
leading to thousands of deaths, including
the assassination of Wijeweera. After
1989, the JVP renounced the armed
struggle and entered the electoral arena.
The leader of the JVP before Dissanayake
was Somawansha Amerasinghe (1943-
2016), who rebuilt the party after its
major leaders had been killed in the late
1980s. Dissanayake took forward the
agenda of building a left-wing political
party that advocated for socialist policies
in the electoral and social arenas. The
remarkable growth of the JVP is a result
of the work of Dissanayake’s generation,
who are twenty years younger than the
founders and who have been able to
anchor the ideology of the JVP in large
sections of the Sri Lankan working-class,
peasantry, and poor. Questions remain
about the party’s relationship with the
Tamil minority population given the
tendency of some of its leaders to slip
into Sinhala nationalism (particularly
when it came to how the state should deal
with the insurgency led by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam). Dissanayake’s
personal rise has come because of his
integrity, which stands in stark contrast
to the corruption and nepotism of the
country’s elite, and because he has not
wanted to define Sri Lankan politics
around ethnic division.

Part of the refoundation of the JVP
has been the rejection of left-wing sec-
tarianism. The party worked to build
the National People’s Power coalition of
twenty-one left and center-left groups,
whose shared agenda is to confront cor-
ruption and the IMF policy of debt and
austerity for the mass of the Sri Lankan
people. Despite the deep differences
between some of the formations in the
NPP, there has been a commitment to a
common minimum program of politics
and policy. That programme is rooted
in an economic model that prioritises
self-sufficiency, industrialisation, and
agrarian reform. The JVP, as the lead-
ing force in the NPP, has pushed for
the nationalisation of certain sectors
(particularly utilities, such as energy
provision) and the redistribution of
wealth through progressive taxation
and increased social expenditure. The
message of economic sovereignty struck
a chord amongst people who have long
been divided along lines of ethnicity.

Whether Dissanayake will be able
to deliver on this program of economic
sovereignty is to be seen. However, his
victory has certainly encouraged a new
generation to breathe again, to feel that
their country can go beyond the tired IMF
agenda and attempt to build a Sri Lankan
project that could become a model for
other countries in the Global South.
Atul Chandra and Vijay Prashad work
at Tricontinental: Institute for Social
Research. &
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CPA congratulatory message

Janata Vimukti Perumana, JVP
Central Committee

Dear comrades,

The Communist Party of A
Anura Dissanayake Leade
his expected win in the pre
September 2024. The peop
put forward by the NPP. .
The win of a left coalition in Sri Lanka brings challenge§ but also th‘etopp;)tnc;rllhi (o]
build a better future led by a government of a new type in the best intere

Sri Lankan people.

We are confident that President Dissanayake is ready to take on the .chzllefnﬁzs
and deliver his best to fulfil the aspirations of the electorate who are tired 0

status quo and who will support the NPP policies for change.

ustralia conveys its warmest congratulations to comrade
r of the JVP and National People’s Power, NPP for
sidential election held in Sri Lanka on Saturday 21§t_

le of Sri Lanka have spoken and endorsed the policies

In working class solidarity,

Vinnie Molina
International Department _
Communist Party of Australia

23 September 2024

Rideegama Rally. Photo: via @anuradisanayake X

.. the first time a party

from the country's Marxist

tradition has won a
presidential election
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Niger:

sun sets

on the American
century

William Briggs

American imperialism in Africa has just been
dealt a significant blow. Its influence in Niger
has come to an end. The last troops have had
to withdraw from its military base at Agadez.
This follows an earlier withdrawal from a
smaller base in the capital, Niamey. Airbase
201 at Agadez with nine hundred US troops,
was one of the most expensive US military
bases. Since the coup in Niger last July, French
forces have been expelled and now the last
American has left.

Imperialism’s influence in West Africa is in retreat.
Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger have shown France and
the USA the door. These three countries have formed
an alliance, the Alliance of Sahel States.

Thousands of French troops were sent to the
region, ostensibly to ‘protect’ the people against
armed groups and terrorist incursions. Really they led
a quasi-occupation force. More than 15,000 French,
European Union, and UN troops have had to leave
Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger.

Especially infuriating for the USA is that the Sahel
states have become closely aligned with Russia and
with China.

Liam Karr, Africa team lead for the US-based
Critical Threats Project, a ‘conflict monitoring group’,
is particularly concerned. He is worried that the with-
drawal of American forces from Africa will “degrade
the US’s ability to keep tabs on what’s going on.” It is
an admission of meddling in the affairs of the region
on America’s part. Karr’s group is organised by the
right-wing American Enterprise Institute (AEI).

When Niger and the other Sahel states began to
reject US interference, the AEI complained that “the
United States spends hundreds of billions of dollars
on diplomacy, defense, and intelligence and yet ...
it only reacts after the fact rather than implements
a proactive strategy across countries, regions, and
continents. There is no excuse ... America today is
AWOL.” Michael Rubin, the AEI spokesperson, would
be happier if the US was proactive and kept the flag
flying over a subjugated people. Now the USA is faced
with a population in these countries that has had more
than enough. The US is no longer welcome.

African nations choosing alternative alliances
worries Karr. “If the US left it would essentially be
sending a message that it’s a bad partner. Also, if

countries are faced with challenges, they’ll partner
with anyone, including Russia, which the US obvi-
ously doesn’t want.”

This cuts to the heart of the US world view. These
states are making choices that reflect their national
interests. They have had a long history of exploitation
at the hands of colonialism and imperialism. They just
don’t care what the US does or doesn’t want.

Russia has been playing a role in the new Sahel
Alliance states. Russian forces are providing security
assistance without interfering in politics. This makes
it a far more promising partner. Russia is seeking
commercial relationships as well. These are mineral-
rich nations.

Washington is also deeply antagonistic to China’s
engagement with these states. China is increasingly
seen by African nations as a partner of choice. China’s
long-held policy of non-interference in the internal
politics of other states is well-regarded, especially
after the experience of French colonialism and US
imperialism in the region.

The Chinese have played a significant role in
developing infrastructure projects in Niger. Niger is
rich in natural resources including oil and uranium.
Refineries are being built with support from the state-
owned China National Petroleum Corporation. A
2,000-kilometre pipeline from the Agadem oil field
to Benin has just been completed.

These developments stand in stark contrast to the
generations of exploitation experienced at the hands
of colonialism and imperialism in Africa. The recently
concluded Forum on China Africa Cooperation Summit
in Beijing showed just how a more equal relationship
and partnership can be of mutual benefit.

The USA is being eclipsed in Africa. It still has a
strong presence in a range of countries but what has
happened in Niger could spread widely. The anti-US
sentiment is driven, not at a governmental level but
by the people.

The Institute for Security Studies (ISS) describes
US miilitary justifications in Africa as based on pro-
tecting its interests, regardless of any risks this may
present to ‘host’ countries.

The blindness to how the nations that ‘host’ US
military bases might feel, and the patronising nature
of imperialist and colonialist attitudes, are indications
that what has just happened in Niger will be repeated.
The sun is setting on the American century. &

Gas flaring at an oil installation of the China National Petroleum Corporation Niger.

Photo: NigerTZai — Creative Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Distract

Anyone who’s listened to politicians being interviewed will
know that when they call something “a distraction,” they mean
it's something they really don’t want to talk about.

An extreme example of the genre comes to us from Austral-
ia’s cowardly abstention from voting on the recent UN General
Assembly motion to demand that Israel end its “unlawful pres-
ence” in the West Bank and Gaza, and evacuate all its illegal
settlers. The ALP has been on record as asking Israel to do
these things, but didn’t want to annoy the boss (sorry, “ally”),
the USA, so Australia didn't vote. James Larsen, our UN
ambassador said that the resolution “distracts from what the
world needs Israel to do.” Larsen didn’t explain how asking
Israel to do something would distract them.

Communicate

Non-weasellishly, this word is something birds do with bird
song, as well as something that married couples in bor-
ing movies feel they should do more of (as Tom Lehrer said,
if people can't communicate, they could at least shut up).
Weasellishly, ‘communicate’ is a way of being vague-yet-
honest about communications you shouldn’t be having at all.
The CSIRO has been sprung letting a private company influ-
ence submissions to a review of the carbon market, and has
tried to brush it off by saying that the organisation regularly
communicates with all its stakeholders. Hopefully not all the
stakeholders have to put up with that sort of waffle.

Bashing

Non-weasel sense: hitting something or someone hard.
Weaselly sense: implying without spelling it out, that criti-
cism is mindless and wrong. Nobody wants to be a thug, so
if you describe a whole section of commentary as “bashing,”
you're making that sort of talk seem not just rude, but thug-
gish. The Business Council of Australia, always a fragile petal,
has declared that it will stand united against “business bash-
ing.” This is being reported as news, as if the BCA was ever
positive about being bashed or, as the rest of us call it ‘justly
criticised.’

Stability

Rumour has it that “If you want stability, vote Labour” will be
the “catchcry” for the next election campaign. This is weasel
language, because it begs the question of what exactly is sta-
ble here. Labour will be hoping that the message is that life will
be prosperous and boring, and stay that way. Carbon emis-
sions are far too high and the government keeps approving
fossil fuel operations which will make them worse. The gov-
ernment appears to hate effective organised labour, attacking
the CFMEU with a disregard for the presumption of innocence
that must make the Coalition swoon in secret. We're tied to the
US by an idiotic and wasteful AUKUS alliance condemned by
defence experts across the political spectrum. Also, three new
coal mines will be opened.

Do we want those things to be stable? We have ‘stability’ in
the sense that bad things are the same under Labor as under
the Coalition. It’s unsure if that will fire up the voters.

Clarify

Meaning to ‘make clearer’, this word is super-weaselly when
used as a way to announce that someone is about to show-
er you with baffling misinformation. Irksome but necessary job
networking company and (kind of) social network Linkedin has
been found out using user data to train artificial intelligence
models. Outside the EU and Switzerland, Linkedin users have
Al data sharing turned on by default and if they don’t want their
info being shared they have to mess around with settings to
turn it off. Still they can’t say they weren’t told — kind of. Linked-
in has “added language to ‘clarify’ how we use the information
you share with us” to its User Agreement and Privacy Policy.
Clear as mud.




16 30 September 2024

Guardian

Kanaky: French, Australian,
and Chinese ‘influence’

Graham Holton

Since 2016 the Australian and French
governments have seen the Indo-Pacif-
ic as a major theatre of competition
against Chinese economic, political
and military influence, especially in
Kanaky/New Caledonia. To counter
China’s ‘influence’ French President
Emmanuel Macron and former Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Scott Morrison
announced a “France-India-Australia
Axis” in 2018. Australia signed a $90
billion contract with France’s Naval
Group to build diesel-electric subma-
rines. Three years later Morrison can-
celled the contract and announced the
AUKUS alliance for US and UK-made
nuclear submarines which will cost at
least $368 billion.

In 2020, the Australian Defence Force
appointed a liaison officer in Noumea to work
with the Forces Armées de la Nouvelle-Calé-
donie (FANC). That year, FANC participated
in Australia’s Talisman Sabre War games.
In December 2023 France hosted the South
Pacific Ministers meeting for the first time,
with the Australian Defence Minister, Richard
Marles, attending. In the 2024 federal budget,
the Albanese government allocated $20.7
million over five years towards an Australia-
France Road Map. France already had made
a significant defence contribution through the
FRANZ (France, Australia, and New Zealand)
arrangement, which was signed in 1992.

French imperialism has a long history in
New Caledonia, dating from 1853, when it
established a penal colony. Settlers and miners
waged a genocidal war that killed more than
70 per cent of the indigenous Kanak popula-
tion. In 1871 3,000 Kanaks were killed in an
uprising, followed by the 1917 rebellion, which
was also violently put down. In the 1960s
new hopes for independence led to the stu-
dent revolt and mass strikes of May 1968. In
1972 French Premier Pierre Messmer wrote
that French control would be threatened by
nationalist demands by the indigenous popu-
lation. He had a plan: “Massive immigration
of French citizens should make it possible to
avoid this danger, by maintaining or improving
the numerical ratio of communities.” Kanaks
soon became a minority.

Between 1984 and 1988 there were a series
of violent clashes, and massacres of Kanaks
by militia and police. Negotiations culminated
in the Nouméa Accord of 1998, which did not
solve the independence question. The Kanaks,
who make up 40 per cent of the population,
continue to face racial discrimination; there
is a 40 per cent unemployment rate, and 90
per cent of those in prison are Kanak.

Macron visited New Caledonia in 2018,
warning that China, “will soon be a hegemony
that will reduce our freedoms and our oppor-
tunities, and we will suffer.” French paranoia
about the Communist Party of China (CPC)
was being used to justify French imperialism.
In September 2018, the Five Eyes intelligence
alliance (Australia, New Zealand, Canada,
the UK, and the US) called for the need to
counter foreign interference in the region. In
Australia, Macron announced France’s new
Indo-Pacific strategy to develop the role of
France in the area, including countering the

regional expansion of the People’s Republic
of China (PRC). New Caledonia’s independ-
ence is seen as weakening France’s military
and economic power in the western Pacific.

In 2022 62.3 per cent ($2.65 billion) of New
Caledonia’s exports went to China, showing its
economic dependence on that market, which
France and Australia see as needing to change.

In May 2024, following the introduction
of a French law which would have expanded
the number of non-Kanak voters, the most
violent riots in 40 years killed eleven people,
leading to the declaration of a state of emer-
gency. French security forces were brought in
to restore order, and many of those arrested
were taken to France. The call for independ-
ence had led to social unrest, making the
French territory of great political significance
for Australia, which fears independence would
lead to increased Chinese influence.

In August 2024 the reliably pro-war and
anti-China Australian Strategic Policy Insti-
tute (ASPI) released its report, When China
knocks at the door of New Caledonia, exam-
ining the military agenda and geostrategic
role of the CPC. The report argues that nickel
and cobalt deposits are strategically crucial to
miliary materiel for China’s People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA). The Australian government
sees the CPC and Chinese companies as using
“interference tactics” targeting political elites.

To further increase Australia’s concerns,
in 2021 Lindépendant reported that if New
Caledonia achieved independence, the inde-
pendence group, Front de libération nationale
kanak et socialiste (FLNKS), would increase
relations with the PRC, including a Chinese
military base to raise finances. France and Aus-
tralia see this as creating significant instability
in the west Pacific. The ASPI report argues
that France, Australia, New Zealand, and the
US, should bring New Caledonia fully under
their Pacific security umbrella.

In 2021, French analyst Sébastien
Schneegans, asserted that although there was
no evidence of Chinese influence, “it is obvious
that this is set to develop in the next decade.”
He concluded that the French government
should “adopt an all-of-government, total-
defence, approach to the China challenge.”
In 2023 Macron warned of China’s covert
activities in the region, especially if there was
a Chinese military base in New Caledonia.
There isn’t such a base.

The Five Eyes countries have accused
China of “foreign interference” by using “coer-
cive, deceptive, and clandestine activities”
to manipulate public discourse and disrupt
markets for the “purpose of undermining our
nations and our allies.” FLNKS supporters say
that these baseless allegations are being used
“to justify the French presence.” The Chinese
state media accused France of needlessly
demonising China.

Macron maintains the necessity of French
sovereignty in the Indo-Pacific. New Caledonia
will remain firmly under French control, ruling
out independence for the Kanaks.

The Australian government supports
French imperialism in the region, also tar-
geting China as a threat to regional security,
even though the Chinese government has done
nothing threatening. Australian attacks on
Chinese influence in the region will continue
to grow. &

Kanak house — Tjibaou cultural centre, Nouméa, New Caledonia.
Photo: Fanny Schertzer — Creative Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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