
William Briggs

The crimes of Israel grow with every 
passing day. In Lebanon the bombs 
continue to drop and an invading army 
goes about its barbaric work. Beirut 
suburbs are being turned into rub-
ble. Israeli troops have fi red on UN 
peacekeepers. Netanyahu sickeningly 
warns the Lebanese people that they 
might face a “long war that will lead 
to destruction and suff ering like we 
see in Gaza.” Israeli Defence Minister 
Yoav Gallant has already threatened to 
take Lebanon “back to the Stone Age.”

Hezbollah has already intimated that it 
is prepared to negotiate a ceasefi re. This has 
been ignored. Hamas, in Gaza, has indicated 
that it has long been prepared to support a 
meaningful ceasefi re. Netanyahu ignored that 
too. Israel’s agenda is one of destruction, of 
ethnic cleansing, of establishing a ‘Greater 
Israel’ that does not allow for a Palestinian 
state, homeland, or safe place to live.

Thousands of Lebanese are now dead. 
Over a million, or 20 per cent of its total 
population have been displaced. More than 
42,000 Palestinians are dead. There is famine 
and disease, but the killing, the bombing, 
the terror just goes on and on.

DEATH MARCHES
The latest atrocities in Gaza have been in 

the north where the refugee camp of Jabalia 
has been under siege. Nobody gets in and 
nobody gets out. The 175th journalist has 
just died in Gaza. UN centres are still being 
targeted. Schools housing refugees are still 
being bombed. The Israeli army is pursuing 
a policy of forcibly driving the population 
south. It is a mindless endless cycle, hor-
rendously reminiscent of the ‘death marches’ 
in Europe as WW2 was coming to a close.

These atrocities violate international 
law. Israel acts with impunity because it 
has the infamous ‘iron clad’ support of the 
United States.

That support allows it to attack and fi re 
on UN peacekeepers in Lebanon. It allows it 
to lay waste to Beirut. It allows it to terrorise 
and traumatise hundreds of thousands of 
innocent men, women and children. 

CEASEFIRE CHARADE
Many months have passed since US Presi-

dent Biden made the claim that a ceasefi re in 
Gaza might be just a “couple of days away.” 
Since then, he has repeated these claims in 
one form or another many times. The main-
stream media faithfully report his words and 
ignore the fact that the words are empty.

Biden and his White House spokespeople 
go on with this charade. He now calls for “de-
escalation” of hostilities in Lebanon while 
threatening Iran, and supplying Israel. The 
same media promote the lie that the US is 
somehow remotely interested in de-escalating 
or calming the waters in any way.

When Hamas and Hezbollah leaders 
were murdered by Israel, Biden spoke of “a 
sense of justice.” He supported Israel’s vio-
lation of Iranian territory. He now calls for 
“de-escalation” while maintaining political, 
fi nancial and military support for a regime 
that has been condemned in all interna-
tional forums. 

US COLLUSION
It has been revealed that US presidential 

advisor, Amos Hochstein and White House 
co-ordinator for the Middle East, Brett 
McGurk, told senior Israeli offi  cials that 
the USA agreed with Netanyahu’s plan to 
focus its aggression on Lebanon. This was 
described as “a history-defi ning moment – 
one that will reshape the Middle East for the 
better for years to come.”

Borders might be ‘reshaped.’ Political 
and economic realities might be ‘reshaped’ 
but the hatreds that will be engendered in 
a people so callously treated, so wantonly 
murdered and displaced will not be so easily 
‘reshaped.’

There have also been reports coming out 
of Washington indicating that the United 
States is seeking to use the confl ict in Leba-
non, and the catastrophe that is unfolding 
to push for the election of a pro-US presi-
dent there. Matthew Miller, a spokesperson 
for the US Department of State, cynically 

described the war in Lebanon as an ‘oppor-
tunity’ to change the political structure of the 
country.’ The worst examples of US foreign 
policy and ‘regime change’ are on show for 
the world to see.

SHARED INTERESTS
The two regimes, the USA and Israel 

march in lock-step. Each gain from this 
bloody relationship. The interests of the 
two states have become one. The US off ers 
enormous support, politically, economi-
cally, and militarily. $3.8 billion dollars a 
year is a lot of money for a country with a 
population of less than 10 million, and yet 
all US administrations see this as money 
well spent. Israel, for its part, plays a vital 
role in ensuring that the USA maintains a 
position of strategic, political, and economic 
domination in the Middle East. An awful, 
blood-stained status quo exists.
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System change? 
Disaster ready

There have been some natural disasters in the 
USA this month. In case you haven’t noticed, Anna 
Pha describes the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, 
following hard on the heels of Hurricane Helen in  
detail on page 3 of this issue. The human cost was 
high, and people in the US are asking themselves 
if they were ready enough. 

The Milton disaster has prompted questions in 
Australia. Are we ready for the next disaster? Do 
we have evacuation plans, and fl ood insurance? 
Are our fi re and rescue services as well-resourced 
as they need to be?

Since natural disasters are much more likely 
to happen as climate change advances, people 
also look at long-term readiness. Are we doing 
enough to avoid the sort of climate change that 
will make ‘natural disasters’ more frequent, as 
well as harder to deal with, harder to recover 
from?

These are good questions to ask. Our pro-fossil 
fuel extraction bourgeois governments usually 
don’t have good answers, although they are rich 
in measures that sound good and don’t help, like 
Carbon Storage and Capture. 

It’s very worthwhile to plan properly for natural 
disasters. It’s really important to fi x up insurance 
and housing, and welfare so that the next natural 
disaster doesn’t cause more death and suff ering 
than it has to. The Communist Party of Australia 
also supports a just transition for workers in high 
carbon emission industries, so that adjusting to 
a low-emissions society can be something to look 
forward to, not something to fear.

There’s another kind of ‘being ready,’ that 
we  don’t have. As long as we have capitalism, 
Australia won’t really be ready for climate change 
and the natural disasters that come with it. We 
still have a society organised around the impor-
tance of maximum profi t for capital. As long as 
that’s how things are run, Australia is nowhere 
near prepared for what’s coming.

In a capitalist society the needs of capital for 
high returns trump everything else. Large com-
panies tack on a bit of philanthropy, or make their 
staff  volunteer somewhere nice once in a while, 
but the overwhelming imperative is high returns 
on investment. For capital, nature, and human 
lives are ‘externalities.’ That’s why we now have 
a government offi  cially dedicated to improving 
the lives of working people which is putting fossil 
fuels ahead of Australian lives.

Now you can aff ord to treat nature as an ex-
ternality only for so long. Capitalism can dump 
industrial waste somewhere the capitalists don’t 
care about and ruin the lives of people who mean 
nothing to them, but there’s a limit because we 
live in a fi nite world. We’ve reached that limit. 
Capital doesn’t care. That’s why Labor ministers 
with families and young children are cooperating 
with a government that is putting high returns 
ahead of human survival.

Just telling the government that they’re risking 
our lives won’t work. They have all the informa-
tion they need. As long as we live in a capitalist 
society, capital will have top priority. What we 
need is a socialist society – one that values peo-
ple more than money. The Communist Party is 
working towards that society.
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Israel, Lebanon, Palestine: 
contempt for human life

Continued from page 1
Some people have called Israel 

a “failed state.” There is some truth 
in that claim. Without the support 
of the USA, it would not be able 
to function as an economic and 
military force in the region. At the 
same time the regime still enjoys 
enough domestic political support 
to claim a degree of legitimacy. 
This is being rapidly eroded by its 
aggression towards the Palestinian 
people, towards Lebanon, Syria 
and by its perpetual goading of 
Iran to become part of a war that 
would have catastrophic repercus-
sions for all.

Regardless of what happens in 
the next month, year, or decade, the 
fact remains that Israel is a threat 
to all within its very wide reach. 
It will continue to wreak havoc 
in the region and will do so in the 
knowledge that the USA, its politi-
cal institutions, and the American 
ruling class will continue to back it 
and in return, require it to support 
the USA in its imperial designs.

Netanyahu and Biden’s much-
reported telephone call has done 
absolutely nothing to soothe ten-
sions in the region. Kamala Harris 
joined the conversation. According 

to a White House statement, “the 
president affi  rmed his ironclad 
commitment to Israel’s security.” 
The talks were described as “direct” 
and “productive.”

Biden promised that Iran would 
face “severe consequences” for its 
missile attack on Israel. He quickly 
ruled out any support for attack-
ing Iran’s nuclear facilities while 
equivocating about striking oilfi elds. 
While Iran produces just two per 
cent of global output, such a strike 
would see prices escalate. That is 
not what Biden and Harris need on 
the eve of a presidential election.

“If I were in their shoes,” said 
Biden, I would be thinking about 
other alternatives than striking 
Iranian oilfi elds.”

Such an attack would send oil 
prices soaring across the world, 
which could prove costly for Harris 
ahead of the 5 November election.

Oil prices weigh heavily on 
the minds of US presidential can-
didates. The people in Gaza and 
Lebanon, the people in the occupied 
West Bank and Syria have other 
things to consider.

During the Israeli bloodletting 
of the past 12 months more than 
42,000 have been killed in Gaza, 

750 more in the West Bank, 260 
in Syria and now well over 2,000 
in Lebanon. The scale of the bar-
barity has been condemned by all 
international organisations. The 
slaughter goes on only because of 
an unholy alliance between the US 
and Israel, and with the complicity 
of America’s hand-wringing allies 
and partners in crime.

What concerns the American 
leadership as they head into their 
elections? The price of oil. How 
many barrels of crude equals the 
lives of a Palestinian or Lebanese 
family? Not many. What price oil? 
What price human life?

The US has provided uncondi-
tional military and diplomatic sup-
port for Israel since the outbreak 
of the war on Gaza – a policy that 
Harris has promised to maintain.

Australia continues to support 
Israel’s aggression diplomatically, 
and with its close relationship with 
Israeli military company Elbit 
Systems. 

Take action! Join the demon-
strations against Israeli’s aggres-
sion. Contact your MP/Senators and 
demand that Australia withdraw 
support. 
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Australia must learn from Milton
Anna Pha

Hurricane Helene brought a cocktail 
of extreme weather events; a massive 
storm surge, strong winds, heavy rain-
fall, and extensive fl ooding reaching 
more than 800 kilometres inland and 
taking more than 230 lives. The hur-
ricane was huge, spanning 650 km 
as it travelled across the US state of 
Florida at great speed.

Thousands had to be evacuated. Many 
were left traumatised as they watched their 
homes fl oat away, their lives turned upside 
down wondering what lay ahead. Roads, 
bridges and other infrastructure were 
destroyed. Nearly 3 million homes lost power 
and water was cut off . Property damage runs 
into billions of dollars.

The devastation and destruction was 
enormous, but that was only a taste of things 
to come. Before  residents could even start to 
pick up their lives, Hurricane Milton struck 
with even greater ferocity. 

MILTON
Fortunately, Milton weakened from the 

expected Category 5 to a Category 3 cyclone, 
but that did not mean its impact was not dev-
astating. Hundreds of thousands of people 
responded to evacuation orders, but not 
everyone could evacuate. Some believed it 
was better to remain in their homes.

Close to 1,400 people died in the storm, 
many in their fl ooded homes. Rescue work-
ers scrambled to save as many lives as they 
could. Evacuating is not a simple matter; it 
requires somewhere to go, a means of trans-
port, and for the elderly, the sick, people with 
disability, and other vulnerable people there 
are additional diffi  culties.

What some described as a once-in-a-
thousand-year event, is a taste of what is to 
come as oceans continue to warm. Warm 
ocean water fuels hurricanes, and warmer air 
can hold more moisture resulting in stronger 
and stronger destructive storms as the earth 
continues to warm.

CLIMATE WARMING
The frequency and intensity of hurricanes 

is on the rise, driven by human-induced cli-
mate change. “We can expect proportionally 
larger storm surges, rainfall, and fl ooding,” 
said Michael Mann, director of the Centre 
for Science, Sustainability and the Media at 
the University of Pennsylvania. “One recent 
study suggests that human-caused warming 
boosted the Helene-related fl ooding in the 
south-eastern US by 40 per cent. All of this 
continues to increase as long as the warm-
ing continues until our carbon emissions 
reach zero.”

“We know that, in a warmer world, 
regardless of storm characteristics, fl ooding 
from hurricanes will get worse because our 

sea levels are getting higher,” said Andra 
Garner from Rowan University in New Jersey.

“While the storm is notable for its 
intensity, and how quickly it reached that 
intensity, fl ooding from the storm will be 
even worse than it would have been if the 
same storm had occurred decades ago, and 
that increase in fl ooding is due primarily to 
rising sea levels.”

LESSONS FOR AUSTRALIA
Many victims of the 2022 Lismore fl oods 

in NSW are still living in caravans or cars, 
waiting for homes to be rebuilt or relocated 
to a safer location. State and federal govern-
ments were unwilling or unable to cope with 
the 2022 fl ooding that will become more 
frequent and devastating.

Australia has done little if anything to 
mitigate or adapt to climate change as the 
earth continues to warm. Instead govern-
ments have continued to exacerbate the 
situation by approving new coal and gas 
projects – some through to 2060 or 2080.

Australia is not prepared for what lies 
ahead but there is a lot we can learn from 
Milton and Helene. We have been lucky so 
far, but as more extreme weather events lie 
ahead, planning is needed now, not after 
an event.

Large scale planning on how to respond 
to extreme weather events and bushfi res 

is required and the necessary resources 
provided.

The public needs to be educated on how 
to respond and to recognise the need to 
evacuate when directed. Evacuation entails 
considerable logistics, in particular for the 
most vulnerable including those in nursing 
homes and hospitals.

Do we have enough shelters able to 
withstand hurricane-force winds and be 
protected from fl ooding in locations where 
they are needed?

There is scope to improve communica-
tions so that they are timely and clear as 
to the risks posed and what action to take.

Insurance has become a nightmare, with 
private for-profi t insurance sharks hiking 
premiums by tens of thousands of dollars 
for some policy holders in fl ood-prone areas.

The federal government must establish 
and fund a public insurance company. This 
would support people rebuilding, repairing 
damage, or relocating as well as covering loss 
of income for small businesses.

Above all, the lessons of climate change 
and its accelerating impact on humanity and 
biodiversity cannot be ignored.

Time is running out to phase out fossil 
fuels and transition to zero emissions. 

27th CPA SA State Conference 2024
Preparing for a stronger SA Party

CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MESSAGE 

After the acknowledgement that 
the Conference was taking place on 
unceded Kaurna land, proceedings 
opened with a message from the Party 
President, Comrade Vinnie Molina, 
on behalf of the Central Committee, 
wishing “all comrades in South Aus-
tralia a successful and productive State 
Conference.”

The message drew attention to 
“some positive outcomes since the 
14th Congress held in February 2022,” 
especially to “growth across party cen-
tres with many young men and women 
joining the struggle for socialism and a 
better future.” This has certainly been 
refl ected in South Australia

Party participation in rallies sup-
porting a free and independent Pales-
tinian state and opposing the genocidal 
war in the Middle East, and in protests 
against the government takeover of the 
CFMEU construction and general divi-
sion, were key Party actions mentioned 
in the President’s message.

FIDEL’S – 
A TRUE PARTY ASSET

Fidel’s has become a valuable Party 
asset for conferences, meetings, musical 
and “open mic” events. It also houses 
the Workers’ Library, a repository of 
valuable Party documents, and great 

reading. Fidel’s underscores the impor-
tant social and political relationship 
the Party has with the Port Adelaide 
United Workers’ Club that also man-
ages the Semaphore Workers’ Club, a 
popular musical venue and outreach 
to the wider community.

Branch reports highlighted the 
valuable work being achieved regarding 
Party education and the development 
of reading groups

Reports on solidarity work focused 
on Cuba. The 40th National Consulta-
tion of the Australia Cuba Friendship 
Society will be held in Adelaide in 2025.

Letters of acknowledgement were 
given to elder comrades for outstand-
ing service: Beryl Miller for decades 
of service to the Party, particularly in 
selling the Guardian and standing up 
for women’s rights, and Len Lean who 
still produces Fight Back on behalf of 
the Party, dedicated to environmental 
and health issues. Len’s generous dona-
tions have greatly helped the Party, 
notably the purchase of our bold anti-
AUKUS banner.

POST-CONFERENCE 
SOCIAL EVENT

The Conference closed with a rous-
ing chorus of the Internationale, fol-
lowed by a social gathering involving 
Party friends and representatives of 
progressive organisations. Speakers 
included the SA party secretary who 

introduced the theme of how just a 
few dedicated comrades can make 
a diff erence in the fi ght against fas-
cism and capitalist-imperialism. He 
highlighted the link between the state 
repression of the CFMEU, anti-protest 
laws, the jailing of protesters waving 
fl ags of Lebanese resistance and the 
ongoing confl icts in Ukraine and the 
middle-east as well as the ongoing 
state-propaganda against China and 
the DPRK.

The spokesman for the Austral-
ian Friends of Palestine Association, 
explained how many SA people had lost 
family members in Gaza.  Explaining 
how the media conveniently chooses 
the starting point of crises such we have 
today in the Ukraine or the Middle East 
so that the real unpalatable causes of 
confl ict are overlooked, he emphasised 
that the slaughter has been enabled by 
the United States. 

The event concluded with a screen-
ing of the 2012 movie Comrade Kim 
Goes Flying, a light-hearted fi lm cre-
ated jointly by individuals from the 
UK, Belgium, and the DPRK about a 
North Korean miner who dreams of 
becoming an acrobat. A relaxing way 
to end a long and successful 27th South 
Australian State Conference.

As an outcome of the 27th State 
Conference, comrades can look opti-
mistically to a stronger state Party 
working to forge a socialist future for 
South Australia. 

‘Minutes to midnight’
At the same time as Florida 
was reeling from Hurricane 
Milton, UN Deputy Secretary-
General Amina Mohammed 
was addressing the prepar-
atory meeting (Pre-COP29) 
for the 29th conference of 
the parties to the UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) to be held 
next month in Baku.

“We are minutes to midnight 

in our eff orts to limit the rise in 
global temperature to 1.5-degrees 
Celsius,” Mohammed warned. “We 
are witnessing the consequences 
of inaction in real time.”

“Extreme weather is devastat-
ing lives and livelihoods around the 
world, with those who contributed 
the least paying the highest price.” 

“Right now, the greatest threat 
to global ambition is lack of politi-
cal will to act.

“In today’s fraught and divided 
world, we must redouble our collec-
tive eff orts to keep 1.5 within reach 
and protect those on the frontlines 
of the climate crisis.

“We must ensure justice and 
equity so that no country is left 
behind in the race to net zero.”

At the same time she expressed 
optimism, saying there is hope and 
we are moving in the right direction.

“At the signing of the Paris 

Agreement, the world was head-
ing towards four degrees Celsius 
of warming.

“By Dubai we were headed for 
somewhere between 2.1 and 2.8 
degrees based on the UNFCCC’s 
synthesis report.”

She called on parties “to keep 
a spirit of compromise and global 
solidarity at the fore, especially in 
the harder moments ahead.”

At COP28 it was agreed to 

transition away from fossil fuels 
and that new more ambitious tar-
gets would be set by parties at COP 
29 to reach 1.5°C. 

So far the Albanese government 
has accelerated towards more fossil 
fuels, and remained silent on what, 
if any, new commitments it would 
make at the November meeting.

Inaction is a luxury we cannot 
aff ord. 
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NATO has begun nuclear war drills over western Europe. 
Exercise Steadfast Noon tests the nuclear capability 
of non-nuclear weapons states under the US’s “nuclear 
umbrella,” with Dutch F-35A jets declared “ready to per-
form nuclear roles” for the fi rst time.

NATO’s aggressive posturing is sparking a new arms 
race. The US is spending US$1.5 trillion on upgrading its 
nuclear arsenal. Britain too is increasing its stockpile of 
nuclear weapons.

But it is above all the US which has dismantled barri-
ers to nuclear confl ict. It was the US which tore up the 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty, a landmark achieve-
ment which saw US and Soviet missiles removed from 
Europe. Now the missiles are coming back. The US is 
redeploying them across Europe, including in Germany 
and Britain.

Europe is already the battlefi eld for a proxy war between 
NATO and Russia: these deployments will make it the 
battleground should that war escalate to direct confl ict 
between nuclear powers.

Nuclear war is also brought closer by the development of 
“lower-yield tactical” nuclear weapons, again led by the 
US, which equipped its submarine fl eet with the weapons 
under Donald Trump.

The consequence of their use would be to end the taboo 
on using nuclear weapons that has held since their only 
ever use in war – by the United States against Japan in 
1945.

We need to relearn the fear of nuclear confl ict that 
inspired a mass peace movement during the original cold 
war.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the Albanese government 
in its support of Israel’s crimes against the Palestinians. 
In January, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
judged the case against Israel for crimes under the 
Genocide Convention to be plausible. The prosecu-
tor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) has applied 
for arrest warrants for senior Israeli leaders – including 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu – for crimes against 
humanity and war crimes.

In July, the ICJ further ruled that Israel’s decades-long 
occupation of Gaza, and the West Bank including East 
Jerusalem, is unlawful and found Israel guilty of violat-
ing the international prohibition on racial segregation 
and apartheid. Most recently, in September, the United 
Nations general assembly overwhelmingly adopted a res-
olution calling for the implementation of the July ruling of 
the ICJ, including through sanctions against Israel.

Palestinian trade unionists are at the forefront of their 
people’s struggle for freedom and justice. Workers in key 
sectors – notably health workers and journalists – have 
frequently borne the brunt of Israel’s genocidal violence. 
A damning UN investigation found Israel guilty of com-
mitting war crimes and the crime against humanity of 
extermination through its relentless and deliberate attacks 
on medical personnel and facilities in Gaza.

Since October 2023, at least 128 Palestinian journal-
ists and media workers have been killed by Israel. Trade 
unions in Palestine have called upon their counterparts 
and all people of conscience around the world to take 
action to demand a ceasefi re and to put pressure on gov-
ernments and institutions to stop arming Israel.

Something to say? Write to the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au

Child care’s 
corporate cowboys

Marcus Browning

The policies of deregula-
tion and privatisation have 
exposed all aspects of life to 
exploitation for profi t. Even 
child care, a crucial part of 
the lives of so many working 
people and their children, is 
used as a cash cow by corpo-
rate cowboys.

Both major parties kick child 
care around as a political football, 
and both parties are guilty of hand-
ing over child care services to the 
private for-profi t sector.

A strong grassroots move-
ment for the provision of quality, 
aff ordable childcare had gathered 
considerable momentum by the 
1980s. As a result, community-
based and government-funded 
centres received operational sub-
sidies and parent fee relief on a 
sliding scale, which allowed access 
for low-income families.

Publicly run centres were 
set up with federal funding and 
funding from local councils. Care 
was strictly regulated. In 1993 
Australia’s fi rst national system 
for child care was introduced. The 
landmark Quality Improvement 
and Accreditation System was 
formulated through discussions 
with child care organisations in 
the states and territories.

It was based on 52 principles 
and recognised that “good qual-
ity care must appreciate the indi-
viduality of every child and treat 
all children equally.” The special 
needs of children with disabilities, 
children from non-English speak-
ing backgrounds, and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children 
were included.

The principles set four funda-
mental standards of care: Unsat-
isfactory, Basic, Good Quality and 
High Quality. These took into con-
sideration the relationship between 
staff  and parents, staff  and children, 
staff  and staff , as well as the pro-
grams for the children, nutrition, 
health and safety, centre manage-
ment, and staff  development.

Quality of care was paramount. 
Staff-child ratios were set and 
strictly adhered to, with children 
under two requiring extra quali-
fi ed staff .

In 1990 a Federal Labor govern-
ment began providing funding to 
the for-profi t child care industry by 

extending fee assistance to parents 
using private centres.

The owners of these private 
centres opposed the new system. 
Coordinator for the NSW Com-
munity Child Care Cooperative, Jill 
Ruchel, voiced her concern at the 
time: “I think it is very short-sighted 
[of the private centres]. Frankly I’m 
a bit worried about what they’re so 
afraid of – what are they doing in 
their child care centres that they 
are so afraid of having people see?”

More and more government 
funding was diverted into the 
for-profi t sector as government 
commitments to provide quality, 
aff ordable child care were aban-
doned. Though the high standards 
still applied in community-based 
centres, the lack of funding began 
to bite.

Centres were increasingly forced 
to make hard budget decisions that 
avoided aff ecting the quality of care. 
This meant such things as reducing 
the number of places available and 
increasing fees.

Meanwhile, the private centres 
increased their fees. Most refused 
to take children under two years 
of age because they didn’t want to 
employ the extra staff  required.

In 1996, the Liberal-National 
Howard government came to 
offi  ce, seized the opportunity that 
had so thoughtfully been provided 
by Labor, and immediately ripped 
into child care services.

In 1997, after less than a year in 
government, Howard’s hatchet men 
had left their own trail of destruc-
tion, cutting hundreds of millions 
of dollars from child care funding. 
The resultant fee increases forced 
thousands of parents away from the 
community centres. Centres across 
Australia began closing.

The Liquor, Hospitality and 
Miscellaneous Workers’ Union 
(LHMU) representing child care 
workers, reported they were being 
contacted each day by workers who 
had been made redundant or had 
their hours reduced.

The concerns expressed by the 
Community Childcare Cooperative 
were confi rmed with revelations 
about the two biggest private opera-
tors. Peppercorn and ABC Learning 
came under the scrutiny of the 7.30 
Report on the national broadcaster.

Together the two for-profit 
operators ran more than 600 
centres with over 50,000 children 

around Australia in their care each 
week. When former staff  told the 
7.30 Report that food was rationed, 
Peppercorn chief executive Michael 
Gordon was asked if his company 
generally cuts the food budgets of 
centres they take over. He replied, 
“No, we generally don’t.”

He said it came down to the effi  -
ciency of the centre’s cook in using 
the budget. Gordon views parents 
and children as profi t opportunities: 
“Over time it will be seen that these 
corporate structures can actually 
add and deliver an increased level 
of value to parents and children.”

Revealingly, Gordon listed his 
priorities as what he called the 
“four stakeholders,” in this order: 
the investor; the parents; the chil-
dren; the staff .

As the LHMU warned, the fi rst 
thing private owners do is look at 
reducing the budget, in particular 
through the staff  – who are already 
among the lowest paid workers 
in Australia – with the intention 
of cutting wages and conditions. 
Back then, they used the Howard 
government’s Australian Workplace 
Agreements (individual contracts). 

ABC Learning at the time was 
worth $500 million and was the 
corporate sponsor of Brisbane 
Bullets basketball team. Managing 
director Eddie Groves made it onto 
the Business Review Weekly’s list 
of richest Australians.

Like his counterpart at Pep-
percorn, Groves had been funded 
by taxpayers via the government’s 
unoffi  cial corporate welfare pro-
gram, but you’d never know that 
listening to him crow to the Aus-
tralian Financial Review about the 
secret of his success in exploiting 
children and their carers.

“Every barrier that a govern-
ment or a bank, or somebody put 
in front of me, I jumped through 
it; I didn’t care how hard it was, 
I’d just do it.”

In January 2011, Groves was 
charged with “aiding an alleged 
dishonest use of position by fellow 
ABC Learning director Martin 
Kemp” in regards to the sale of 
three childcare centres to ABC 
Learning by Kemp. In June 2012, 
Kemp was found not guilty in the 
Brisbane District Court of charges 
of breaching his director’s duties. 

In January 2013, Groves was 
declared bankrupt. 

Donate: https://your-union-your-choice.raiselysite.com/
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As war continues to cast its 
deathly and destructive shad-
ow over Palestine and now 
Lebanon, Friends of Pales-
tine WA called for a rally to 
maintain the rage and help 
put pressure on our govern-
ments and the media to act in 
meaningful ways and tell the 
truth about why the slaugh-
ter continues and there is no 
ceasefi re. 

MC for the event was Hiba from 
Friends of Palestine who said the 
relentless genocide continues in 
Gaza because of international inac-
tion. “Our grief is delayed but not 
our anger,” said Hiba of the strug-
gle of her people. Nick Everett of 
Friends Of Palestine WA spoke of 
the large new banner they brought  
to the rally. It reads

“ISRAEL KILLS KIDS – HOLD 
THEM ACCOUNTABLE,” to 
emphasise the large number of 
Palestinian children who have been 
killed by the actions of Israel. Nick 
said that at the last rally the police 
had tried three times to take away 
the banner. They tried to seize it 
again at this rally.

Amon Qwaider of FOPWA who 
has lost immediate family in Gaza 
during the Israeli genocide said that 
a new year has begun of hunger, 
pain, and humiliation – when will 
the killing satisfy the anger of the 
Israelis? They have used every 
means of death and destruction on 
the Palestinian people. They have 
ethnically cleansed every area of 
Palestine – the entire landscape of 
Palestine has been changed. Two 
thirds of all buildings have been 
destroyed. A tent is considered a 
luxury.

Anna Copeland a law professor 
from Murdoch University spoke 
about the right to protest in Aus-
tralia, especially as it has become 
framed by the events between Israel 

and the Palestinian people. The 
right to protest in Australia has 
had a lot of pushback recently. It 
needs defending.

Layla from Students for Palestine 
who has family in Lebanon said her 
family was in the centre of Beirut 
when it was bombed, and had suf-
fered damage to their home. There 
have been more than 3,000 attacks 
by Israel on Lebanon in the last few 
months. Layla also recounted the 
massacres that had occurred at the 
hands of the Israeli proxy, Phalange, 
in the two refugee camps of Sabra 

and Shatila in 1982 which killed over 
3,000 refugees.  We are all Lebanese 
and we are not powerless if we can 
get help. Layla was in tears.

Nasser, a Palestinian law stu-
dent, pointed out that Israel is seek-
ing to create a greater Israel out of 
six Arab states including Palestine, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq, and Syria. 

Hiba said, “Palestine is an open 
wound – but it is also our saviour 
as it will enable the world to see our 
reality.” The fi nal speaker was Janet 
Parker, of Jews for Palestine who 
recalled the appointment of Jillian 

Segal in July as a special envoy 
to combat anti-Semitism. Parker 
pushed back against Segal’s inclu-
sion of all pro-Palestinian events as 
anti-semitism. More recently Jillian 
Segal has said there should be no 
cease fi re until all Israeli hostages 
are released, which matches the 
rhetoric coming out of the State of 
Israel at the moment. Parker has 
also said there have been reports of 
children turning up at hospitals in 
Gaza with single gun shot wounds 
in the head – most likely from snip-
ers as they would not have been 

from cross fi re. Parker made the 
point that the State of Israel does 
not speak for all Jews in the world 
and called for the cancelling of all 
military, political, and economic 
ties with Israel by the Australian 
government.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia supports calls by the rally 
for the cancelling of all military, 
political, and economic ties with 
Israel until there is a cease fi re. 

Australia

12 months of genocide
Stop Arming Israel Rally, Northbridge WA, 12 October 2024

The poster police attempted to seize. Amon Qwaider of Friends of Palestine is speaking, Hiba the MC for rally is standing to the right. 
Photo: Richard Titelius

Australia’s food system is failing nature
Food sustains us, but what sustains it? 
The Australian Conservation Founda-
tion (ACF) carried out a study to fi nd 
answers to this question and the cur-
rent impact of food systems on nature. 

“Food that’s good for people and nature” 
is the ACF’s latest campaign. 

“Australia’s food system is failing nature. 
Agriculture for food is one of the main driv-
ers of nature destruction in Australia. It con-
tributes to 19 ecosystems showing signs of 
collapse and our ranking as a global deforesta-
tion hotspot. It accounts for approximately 
three quarters of freshwater removed from 
natural systems and contributes up to 17 
per cent of Australia’s greenhouse gas 
emissions annually.” (ACF)

According to the 2021 State of the Envi-
ronment report, “habitat loss and degradation 
is the main threat to species in Australia.” 
Deforestation is noted as a key threat 
in 60 per cent of Australia’s threatened 
species listings. It leads to the deaths 
of 50-100 million native animals every 
year. Deforestation robs species of their 
homes and denies them access to food, water, 
safe movement across the landscape, and 
causes stress, injury, illness, and death. It 
endangers the future of the natural world 
we love and depend on – for our health, 
our climate, our economy, and our identity.

Australia has the highest rate of defor-
estation of any developed economy.

The modern, heavily industrialised food 
system is a key contributor to the climate and 

nature crises. It can also be a critical part of 
the solution, the ACF says.

The food system, or ‘value chain’ includes 
all activities from production, processing, 
transport, to retail outlets and consumption. 
The way food is grown in Australia is a major 
cause of nature destruction, climate change, 
deforestation and habitat destruction, and 
pollution. Add to that the tons of food waste.

Farmers are constantly being pushed to 
produce at lower costs by the big supermar-
kets and fast-food chains, regardless of the 
impact on nature.

The beef industry has the largest impact 
on nature and climate. Most of the clear-
ance of Australian bush and forest is for 
cattle grazing. The Queensland government 
recently found 88 per cent of statewide 
land clearing was for pasture (sheep 
and cattle) between 2021-22. 

Many harmful chemicals are used in 
farming practices to increase yields to keep 
up with the demands of supermarkets and 
fast-food chains. These chemicals can do 
harm to insects and native species, enter 
waterways and damage soils which are critical 
for growing food and storing carbon. They 
can even be found on the food we buy in 
supermarkets and can negatively aff ect the 
health of farmers.

The ACF assessed how 20 of the larg-
est and most infl uential food companies in 
Australia are managing their impacts on 
nature and supporting the changes needed 
to halt and reverse nature destruction. The 

companies included Coles, Woolworths, 
Aldi, Arnott’s, Bega, Dominos, Kraft, Heinz, 
Nestlé, McDonalds, Sanitarium, Lion, GFW, 
and Hungry Jacks.

Companies were assessed on 37 indi-
cators of sustainable practices across four 
themes: Risk Assessment and Disclosure, 
Nature Targets, Strategy and Action, and 
Governance. ACF also examined each com-
pany’s commitment to transparent reporting 
against these criteria.

The fi ndings tell an alarming story.
Targets to halt and reverse nature damage 

are severely lacking, despite many of the 
greatest impacts on nature occurring at an 
agricultural level. For example, zero compa-
nies have set water use or water pollution 
targets applicable to supplier level. 

The fi ve largest buyers of beef in Australia 
– Coles, Woolworths, McDonald’s, Hungry 
Jack’s, and Patties – have not set deforesta-
tion targets in alignment with international 
best practice despite beef production being 
a major driver of deforestation in Australia.

Food companies are failing to assess let 
alone disclose their material impacts, risks 
and dependencies on nature. Most companies 
do not know where their food is sourced. This 
means they are not engaged with how and 
where their supply chains impact nature or 
how to that eff ectively.

Public reporting on nature-related issues 
is extremely poor, with an industry average 
of 15 per cent for transparency. This means 
consumers, investors, and civil society are 

unable to assess the veracity of companies’ 
sustainability claims or make informed pur-
chasing choices. 

In terms of individual scores, Hungry 
Jacks scored a shocking 0 per cent over the 
37 indicators and not far behind were Patties 
(Four’N’Twenty, Herbet Adams, Nannas) 
on 1 per cent and GFW (Tip Top, Sunblest, 
Abbots, Burgen, Yumi’s) on 2 per cent.

Aldi (own brand products and fresh pro-
duce) scored 11%, Coles 28% and Woolworths 
26%. The top ranking company was Nestlé 
(Allen’s, Uncle Toby’s, Nescafé, Milo) on 47%.

Not a single company hit 50 per cent. 
None of the Australian companies had an 
aligned deforestation target. Not a single 
company had provided evidence that they 
had traced their full value chain to farm level.

Genuine partnership with agricultural 
suppliers, coupled with shared responsibil-
ity, is urgently needed to ensure an equitable 
transition to a sustainable food system. 

The ACF is calling on the federal gov-
ernment to set a target to reduce the risk 
and impacts from pesticides and hazardous 
chemical use to levels that are not harmful 
to nature, in line with the Global Biodiver-
sity Framework. The ACF is also calling on 
Australia’s biggest food companies to set 
targets to reduce chemical use, improve soil 
health along their agricultural value chains, 
and sell deforestation-free products.

Nature needs you now! 
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The nefarious history 
of Peter Dutton

Graham Holton

With the coming state election in 
Queensland, it’s worth a look at Peter 
Dutton, the fi rst Liberal leader to 
come from Queensland.  If the Liber-
al-National Party wins, it will be seen 
as a partial vindication of his politics. 

Dutton objects to the Liberals being called 
a “right-wing party,” although its policies 
obviously are. Dutton’s police background 
is shown in his criticism of the Civil Liber-
ties Council: “the criminal lawyers media 
operative, who appear obsessed with the 
rights of criminals yet do not utter a word of 
understanding or compassion for the victims 
of crime.” He has also attacked the prison 
sentences in Australia for being, he thinks, 
too short: “Time after time we see grossly 
inadequate sentences being delivered to 
criminals whose civil rights have far exceeded 
those of the victim and others in our society. 
This imbalance must be addressed.”

From time to time, Dutton tries to con-
vince Australians he’s down to earth. He 
bought his fi rst property at the age of 18. 
He and his wife built up a portfolio, which 
includes a $2.3 million, four-bed mansion 
on the Gold Coast’s “Millionaire’s Row” in 
Palm Beach, and a Townsville shopping mall. 
Dutton has purchased other properties in 
Queensland and the ACT. The multi-mil-
lionaire and his family live on a two-hectare 
block at Camp Mountain in his Queensland 
electorate.

The opposition leader has a long history 
of controversy, facing numerous allegations 
of wrongdoing while accumulating his wealth. 
He and his father founded Dutton Holdings 
in 2000, operating under six diff erent trading 
and business names, now trading as Dutton 
Building & Development. The company 
bought, renovated, and converted build-
ings into childcare centres. In 2002 it sold 
three childcare centres to the now defunct 
ABC Learning. The company paid $100,000 
to rent a former church which the Dutton 

Holdings bought, renovated and turned into 
a childcare centre. In 2004 Dutton received 
two donations, $5,000 and $10,000 from 
ABC Learning boss and Brisbane business-
man Eddy Groves. 

In June 2007, the Courier Mail reported 
that Dutton denied a confl ict of interest 
relating to his childcare centre business, 
which Labor said had “serious questions 
to answer.” Penny Wong urged then-Prime 
Minister John Howard to investigate whether 
he had breached the code of conduct and 
profi ted personally from policy decisions. 
The Attorney General failed to reproach 
Dutton’s activities.

As Immigration Minister Peter Dutton 
was known as the worst minister in decades. 
To give a signal to people-smugglers he 
allowed the waiting list for legal assistance 
for asylum seekers to be up to twelve months. 
Refugees protested, chanting: “Blood on your 
hands.”  Home Aff airs, apparently created to 
give Dutton more power, was a mess. Dutton 
militarised the department, putting immi-
gration offi  cials in quasi-military uniforms.  
Dutton was slammed as an unfeeling Immi-
gration Minister, who “stopped the boats” by 
militarising the department with “Operation 
Sovereign Borders,” sending asylum seekers 
to off shore detention centres. His policies 
were a failure.

In 2019 a whistleblower complained to 
the commonwealth ombudsman that Dut-
ton’s Home Aff airs department prepared a 
ministerial briefi ng on the case of a convicted 
drug traffi  cker to stop him being deported. 
The commonwealth ombudsman said it 
could not comment on the complaint, as 
disclosures about “the conduct of members 
of parliament is not covered” by Australia’s 
whistleblower laws.

In August 2023, during the Voice refer-
endum, the Australian Electoral Commis-
sion (AEC) rebuked Dutton for making the 
“factually incorrect” statement that a tick on 
a Voice referendum ballot paper counted as 
a vote, but a cross was not counted, giving 

advantage to the Yes vote. Dutton was also 
criticised for the $75,000 bill for a seven-day 
parliamentary trip to the US with his wife.

In June 2024 Peter Dutton put forward 
nuclear energy as a solution to future energy 
supply problems, an idea not new to the 
Coalition. Recently Dutton visited Israel, 
sponsored by the Australia Israel and Jewish 
Aff airs Council (AIJAC), and now wants 
to halt Australia accepting humanitarian 
refugees from Gaza. He “pledged to ‘rebuild’ 
Australia’s relationship with Israel.”

Dutton has a history of race-based lan-
guage. As Crikey’s Bernard Keane said, if 
Dutton isn’t a racist, he’ll do until the real 
ones show up. He has called for a ban on all 
Palestinian immigration. He has previously 
criticised what he called “Lebanese-Muslim” 
immigration. He claimed that Victorian 
(presumably he meant white) people were 
“scared to go out to restaurants of a night 
time” because of “African gangs.” He also 
talked about “Sudanese gangs.” In another 

race-based comment, Dutton called for a 
special refugee intake for white South African 
farmers who he said would “integrate into 
our society.” Dutton and the Liberal Party 
were emboldened by the defeat of the Voice 
referendum. 

The opposition leader is seeking money 
from the Liberal Party’s wealthy support-
ers to help in the next federal election. In 
the fi rst week of October, Dutton hosted a 
series of big fundraising events in Sydney 
and Melbourne inviting the party’s ruling 
class supporters. Tickets for a private lunch 
with Cook MP, Simon Kennedy, in Sydney 
started at $4,000 up to $10,000 a person. 
A luncheon was held for the Liberal Party’s 
candidate Katie Mullens in the Tingha Palace 
in Parramatta Leagues Club. A $5,000-a-head 
private boardroom lunch was hosted by the 
Mitchell Federal Electorate Conference. A 
ticket cost between $5,000 and $10,000 at 
Melbourne’s male-only Athenaeum Club. 

Uni workers support CFMEU 
against undemocratic administration

A meeting of the National 
Tertiary Education Union 
National Council has passed 
the following resolution:

NTEU CFMEU 
Administration
This meeting of NTEU Nation-
al Council stands opposed to 
the administrative measures 

imposed on the CFMEU Con-
struction and General Divi-
sion, introduced through 
Federal Parliament by the 
Albanese government with 
the support of the Coalition.

While Council fi rmly supports 
a zero-tolerance approach to any 
corrupt or criminal infl uence within 
our movement, union democracy 
must be defended and restored in 

the CFMEU as swiftly as possible.
To this end, NTEU:

• Reaffi  rms the need for the 
ACTU and all trade unions to 
strongly and unequivocally 
oppose any corrupt or criminal 
infl uence within our movement

• Strongly opposes the 
precedent created by the 
Fair Work (Registered 
Organisations) Amendment 

(Administration) Act 2024 
(Cth), whereby membership-
based organisations can have 
democratic control externally 
removed by the state on the 
basis of untested allegations

• Expresses solidarity with 
CFMEU members who are 
working to defend their 
union and their right to self-
determination and re-establish 

a democratic union and 
leadership free from corruption 
and criminality

• Encourages NTE members 
to participate in any actions, 
consistent with these 
statements, advocating for 
a swift return of democratic 
processes to the CFMEU and 
the rights of CFMEU members 
to organise freely. 

Peter Dutton at the 2018 Sub-Regional Meeting on Counter Terrorism in Indonesia,
Photo: Australian Embassy Jakarta – Wikimedia Commons (CC BY 2.0)

Communist Parties’ meeting in Sydney
Denis Doherty

The brutal and illegal aggression 
by Israel fi rst on Gaza, then on the 
West Bank, and now in Lebanon 
has brought together fraternal 
parties aff ected by the war being 
waged on the peoples of the Mid-
dle East. Party members Narauki 
Cann, Tony Oldfi eld, Peter Sare-
las, and Denis Doherty met with 
Alan Hijazi, and Jawad Radi (Leb-
anese Communist Party) Kassim 
Abood (Iraqi Communist Party) 
on 12 October.

The meeting started with a pres-
entation from each group. The CPA 
paid tribute to the great work done in 
Lebanon and Iraq by Communist Party 
members and the great heroism of those 
parties in facing tyranny and religious 
animosity in their respective countries. 

The Lebanese Comrades stressed 
that at the basis of the confl ict is US 
imperialism and its desire to control 
the economy of the area. 

The Iraqi Comrade reminded us that 
the expansionist ideas of Israel would 
take it up to the borders of Iraq and from 
there it could infl uence events to favour 
the hegemonic intentions of the US.

Both parties stressed that there has 
been an urgent worldwide call not to 
submit to the aggression of the US and 
not to leave the people of Palestine and 
Lebanon alone to face their enemies.

In responding to the calls of Com-
rades from the Middle East the meet-
ing decided as a fi rst step to organise 
a political public meeting to be held in 
a suburb where a large percentage of 
Lebanese Australians live. 

Left to right Kassim Abood, Tony Oldfi eld, Narauki Cann, Peter Sarelas, Jawad Nadi, Alan Hijazi.
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The Soviet Union was a cradle of environ-
mentalism, a global pioneer in nature con-
servation. Two days after taking power in 
the October 1917 Revolution Lenin’s govern-
ment issued the decree ‘On Land,’ declaring 
all forests, waters, and subsoil minerals to be 
the property of the state. On 14 May 1918 the 
government enacted the ‘On Forests’ law that 
created a Central Administration of Forests 
of the Republic to manage the forests on the 
basis of planned reforestation and sustained 
yield. Forests were divided into an exploitable 
sector and a protected sector, which included 
erosion control, protection of water basins, 
and the preservation of ‘monuments of nature.’ 

In January 1919, after listening to conservation-
ists, Lenin proposed that the ecologists should draw 
up a general decree on conservation to be applied 
throughout the USSR. Nikolai Podyapolski discussed 
with Lenin the creation of a new zapovednik (nature 
sanctuary), which Lenin agreed was of “urgent value.” 
In 920 the fi rst national zapovednik was created, the 
fi rst protected territory created by a government exclu-
sively for the scientifi c study of nature. In 1921 Lenin 
signed into law, On the Protection of Monuments of 
Nature, Gardens, and Parks. Under Lenin signifi cant 

areas of nature were protected across the continent 
and the USSR began the most audacious programme 
in nature conservancy in the 20th century.

In 1921, Lenin argued: “In order to protect the 
sources of our resources, we must act in accordance 
with scientifi c-technical laws. For example, if the sub-
ject is the renting out of forests we must see to it that 
the forestry industry conducts itself properly. If we 
are talking about oil, then we must organise against 
spillage. This, it is necessary to enforce adherence 
to scientifi c-technical laws and to the principle of 
rational exploitation.” 

The zapovedniks were far more ambitious than 
comparable acts signed in the US, to create the 
National Park Service in the Department of the 
Interior, responsible for the protection of thirty-fi ve 
national parks and monuments. After Lenin’s death, 
there was pressure to remove the protected status 
of the zapovedniks and adapt a capitalist system 
to produce profi t rather than serve human needs. 
The Soviet agencies withstood these pressures and 
extended the areas throughout the 1920s under 
Joseph Stalin.

By late 1934 the zapovedniks had achieved what 
Lenin had envisioned. Comrade S Veitsman said before 
the Committee for Zapovedniki that a “zapovedniki of 
a new type” would serve as “models of what the crea-
tive will of man can do with nature under socialism 
... [ahead beckoned] the questions of the restoration 
and development of climate and of the hydrological 
regime, especially in resort areas, questions of drought 
control, fl ood control, and of combating sukhovei and 
other phenomena that imperil the harvest.” In 1948 
the ambitious programme was named the “Stalin Plan 
for the Great Transformation of Nature.”

By the 1950s, 121,406 square kilometres from 
the Caucasus mountains to the volcanoes of Kam-
chatka were set aside in 128 reserves. The Barguzin-
sky nature reserve consists of 103 zapovedniks that 
protect 275,186 sq km of Russia. Soviet zapovedniks 
provided the world’s highest level of protection, under 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s 
designation of “strict nature reserves.” Visitors are 
refused entry to avoid human impact.

During the Cold War the achievements of the USSR 
were ignored or criticised. What the Soviet Union 
achieved was to provide conditions to preserve intact 
natural ecosystems. The zapovedniks are the only 
large system of protected areas created primarily for 
this purpose. The long-term monitoring of nature in 
zapovedniks has provided a datum point for assess-
ing the impact of climate change and anthropogenic 
pressures on natural ecosystems. 

More recently, Russia has suggested a well-funded 
global network of zapovedniks would allow a far 
better understanding of anthropogenic pressures on 
the world’s ecosystems, such as the global collapse of 
many bird populations. So far few have listened. 

Pop-up to pop off
William Briggs

The decision to double the Australian military budget to $100 
billion a year is now an appalling fact of life. Whether Richard 
Marles remains the Minister for ‘Defence’ or whether Andrew 
Hastie or another warmonger has the job after the next elec-
tion makes no difference. The drive to militarisation will go on. 
Finding the troops is another matter.

There are two sales pitches, both abysmal. One appeals to  
‘skills’ acquisition, and the other to old-style tub-thumping. 
Since recruits are hardly fl ocking to the fl ag, the push for more 
money will be accompanied with ever more vigorous appeals 
to get people into uniform. The reliance on more ‘sophisticated’ 
ways of killing people does not really need more young men 
and women to take up arms, but getting the brightest and best 
to commit to the war drive goes hand-in-hand with the propa-
ganda value of old-style recruitment campaigns.

A little over a century ago, as WW2 dragged on, the streets 
of rural and regional Australia were hives of military activi-
ty. Recruiting working class youth from the big cities was not 
going as well as the ruling class would have liked. Instead, the 
focus shifted to the country. Flags were waved, posters put up, 
military bands marched and recruiting offi cers sooled young 
people on to ‘join up.’ Today, we have the spectacle of ADF 
‘pop-up’ recruitment booths. 

Pop-up recruitment has been tried in Geelong in Victoria. 
before moving on to regional centres across the country. It’s 
a logical choice. Marles is the local member and Minister for 
Defence. He was able to get the most of the photo-opportunity 
that this offered. His electorate covers two of the most disad-
vantaged suburbs in the country. He rarely visits these streets. 
A fraction of the $100 billion a year being spent on the army 
would sort out the problems in Corio and Norlane. No such 
money can or will be found for social need. But there Marles 
was, extolling the virtues of a life in khaki.

Opening the mobile recruitment centre with the photo-friendly 
Geelong waterfront as a backdrop gave Marles another oppor-
tunity to talk up a threat that simply does not exist. “We need 
to grow our Defence Force to meet the strategic challenges 
in front of us” he said. And, according to Richard Marles, “the 
only way we can do that is to ...really engage with the com-
munity, and explain what a life of service can really mean for 
someone.”

A life of ‘service’ for Marles is a life committed to engaging in 
US-sponsored confl icts. This ‘service’ means for so many, bro-
ken lives, lives of poor mental health and suicide.

Another more sophisticated approach is also under way. It is in 
the funding of universities to promote AUKUS as a career path. 
The arms industry has become intrinsically linked to the univer-
sities, that are deriving money from the trade and provide the 
innovations that promote the militarisation of the world. Even 
that needs improving if you ask the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute (ASPI) who play a central role in advising government, 
developing policy and urging war.

A recent ASPI report argued that “despite a push for openness 
and transparency in communicating the Australian National 
Defence posture, one group the Australian government is fail-
ing to converse with is its own citizens, especially its youth.”

The report is clear that “communication is integral to AUKUS’s 
resilience and success. As Australia’s youth will be the gen-
eration who will be asked to provide for the national defence 
when AUKUS comes to fruition, it stands to reason that they 
must understand its value ... . This approach must be focused 
on social media presence, outreach to youth organisations and 
schools and increasing access to AUKUS-related information.”

Notice the assumption here that war as a working unit of the 
US military is a good product that only needs the right sales 
pitch. They’re going to keep on fl ogging that product.

PEACE NOTESLenin’s Nature 
Reserves – a great 
Soviet achievement

Barguzinsky Nature Reserve. Photo: Sergio Tittarini – fl ickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Sydney
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Sleepwalking into War?
Independent Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) 

Conference 2024
Richard Titelius

With the clouds of war building over 
the Middle East between Israel and 
the many enemies it is making in the 
region, the intractable war between 
Russia and Ukraine in a proxy war 
with the US, and simmering confl icts 
in Africa and the South China Sea, it 
seems as though the leaders of the 
world are sleepwalking into war.

The world does not need to be this way 
and IPAN held its 2024 Annual Conference 
over the weekend of 5 and 6 October 2024.  
IPAN is a grassroots network of organisa-
tions and concerned individuals aiming to 
build public dialogue and pressure for change 
to build a truly independent foreign policy 
for Australia.

On the Friday before the conference a 
public meeting was held at the Perth City 
Library. Former WA Premier Professor 
Carmen Lawrence who as a former member 
of the ALP spoke up against AUKUS, a for-
eign policy debacle which would not make 
Australia more secure or promote better 
relationships with our Asian neighbours. 

Another former ALP politician and now 
Independent, Senator Fatima Payman talked 
about the failings of the current Federal 
Labor policy on the confl ict between Israel 
and Palestine. 

Professor Lisa Natividad of Guam Uni-
versity spoke up about how the US military 
build-up on Guam paralleled with the estab-
lishment of AUKUS and the increased US 
military presence in Australia. 

Greens Senator for WA  and spokesper-
son on Foreign Aff airs, Jordan Steele-John 
spoke out against AUKUS as not being good 
for our defence or our relations with China. 
Senator Steele-John was also concerned by 
how the Australian Defence Forces were 
shaping the debate on what our security 
risks are and where they come from. This 
has brought about the heavy militarisation 
of northern Australia, with large numbers of 
US military personnel in Darwin and their 
arsenal including six B-52 bombers.

The Conference began with panel discus-
sions on the current geo-political situation, 
how to prevent World War 3 and also Pillars 
1 and 2 of the AUKUS Agreement. The imple-
mentation of these AUKUS pillars through 
the basing of nuclear submarines on Garden 
Island on the coast of Western Australia and 
also associated military installations in South 
Australia and New South Wales has brought 
security risks and environmental risks.

One session looked at alternatives to the 
current defence force posture and how a more 
independent defence policy would make 
Australia more secure and produce better 
relations with our neighbouring nations.  

Veteran peace activist Bevan Ramsden 
said “increased interoperability and inter-
changeability of Australia with the US military 
is taking us towards a military engagement.”  
Referring to Sam Roggeveen’s The Echidna 
Strategy (reviewed in the Guardian #2079, 
20 November 2023), Ramsden said the 
Echidna is not an aggressive animal – and 
is over one million years old. The Echidna 
Strategy suggests Australia will need to defend 
itself without American help. We should rely 
on peaceful and diplomatic means to resolve 
confl ict – which would show mutual respect. 
Ramsden added that Australia would fi nd 

more security within a non-aligned move-
ment – than current arrangements which 
align us with US and British imperialism.

The next speaker, from NSW was Greens 
Defence spokesman Senator David Shoebri-
dge. Pillar 2 of AUKUS was more insidious 
that Pillar 1, as it aligns us with the defence 
strategy of the US, which, “is a genuine 
threat to our national security.” Instead 
said Shoebridge, we should have a defence 
strategy that is about defending ourselves 
and our interests and not threatening our 
neighbours. 

Retired Major Cameron Leckie, a member 
of IPAN and Australians for War Powers 
Reform said he had not joined the Australian 
Defence Forces to prop up US imperialism, 
adding we should be more concerned about 
the health of our soils and climate change – 
protecting these would enhance our security. 
Leckie also said a strategy of deterrence is 
going to fail Australia and the defence aims 
of Australia and the US are not aligned. US 
imperial system is also in decline. The next 
three to fi ve years are going to be critical for 
us and the United States. Australians also 
needed to deal with the spectre of cultural 
programming which is keeping them dis-
tracted from the real issues. Legacy media 
in Australia including the ABC, never wastes 
a crisis in pushing us towards war. This is 
why civil society which is active and engaged 
has never been more important.

Dr Albert Palazzo formerly a Director of 
War Studies for the Australian Army and is 
now an Adjunct Professor at University of 
NSW in Humanities and Social Sciences 
posed the question, “What does Australia 
actually need for a national security policy?” 
Palazzo said that our current policy is broken 
and since 1901 we have been dependant on 
the UK and then the US. The government 
needs to be honest about its relationship with 
the US as at present we are being lied to about 
this military and security relationship. This 

has caused a loss of sovereignty as certain 
decisions can’t be made. The way the world 
is ordered suggested Palazzo makes most 
Australians afraid of the world. Any reading 
of the AUKUS agreement said Palazzo, would 
not lead us to believe that the submarines 
were going to materialise or that the US 
would come to our rescue. Palazzo argued 
that meeting the challenge of reconciliation 
with First Nations people would make Aus-
tralia more secure. 

Lisa Natividad from Guam spoke of the 
colonisation of her people for over 350 years 
and how Chamorra people continue to suff er 
under US domination and exploitation – 
especially through the history of US bases 
not only on her island of Guam/Guahan, but 
also in the nearby Marshall Islands which 
suff ered from the eff ects of nuclear radiation 
as a consequence of the 67 nuclear blasts 
that shook the islands from 1946 to 1958. 
Lisa spoke of babies born with no bones who 
are known as Jellyfi sh babies, babies with no 
eyeballs, or with tails. Natividad and other 
activists have long sought a Nuclear Free and 
Independent Pacifi c. Natividad said that it 
was not possible to clean up anything nuclear 
so we should keep nuclear of the table, and 
keep uranium in the ground.

Ann Wright a former Colonel in the US 
Army colonel and diplomat began her talk 
by declaring, “The United States is not look-
ing for peace anywhere in the world. Today  
alliances are supposed to be for peace but 
they are actually for war.” Wright spoke of 
the huge military buildup occurring in the 
Pacifi c with three military bases being con-
structed in Micronesia, an additional base 
on Guam and another on the island of Palau. 
This build up by the US has prompted Rus-
sian and Chinese military manoeuvres in 
the Pacifi c – we are awash in confrontation. 

NATO is also coming to the Pacifi c; nine 
NATO member nations participated in war 
manoeuvres in the Pacifi c recently. Annette 

Brownlie, IPAN Chairperson said that war 
was still only a potential while climate 
change, poverty and abuse of women were 
real.   Indonesia had recently signed the 
Treaty to Ban Nuclear Weapons. Brownlie 
suggested IPAN and ICAN write a letter to 
the Indonesian government to thank them 
for signing the treaty.

The last speaker for the day was Corazon 
Fabros from the Philippines, current Co-
President of the International Peace Bureau, 
who said the Philippines is being used as the 
focal point for the encirclement of China by 
the US. Fabros wants to have prohibition 
of nuclear weapons included in the Philip-
pines Constitution, especially as the return 
to power by a Marcos in the Philippines has 
seen the return of US bases. Closer military 
ties have also been resumed with Japan and 
Australia. The archipelago is being milita-
rised in preparation for the US encirclement 
of China. US troop numbers have doubled. 
“We live in extremely dangerous times and 
we need to create critical mass for peace and 
justice,” concluded Corazon Fabros.

There were also sessions by WA environ-
mental activists lead by WA Greens member 
of parliament, Brad Pettitt on the impact of 
war and the military on the environment 
as well as on democracy, threats and secret 
deals, militarisation of education involving 
a number of WA activists including Petrina 
Harley from WA Disrupt Burrup Hub, Elise 
West from Teachers for Peace, and Ella 
Marchionda a co-founder of Students for 
Palestine WA.

The Communist Party of Australia, which 
is well represented in IPAN, joins the call for 
a public dialogue and pressure for change in 
the foreign policy formulation by our gov-
ernment to build a truly independent and 
sovereign nation which will help build better 
engagement with our Asian neighbours and 
play a positive role in solving international 
confl icts peacefully. 

CPA member Emily, a Palestinian activist, and CPA President Vinnie Molina at the conference.

the United states is not looking 
for peace anywhere in the world
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committed ... to the long-term 
struggle to end the Israeli 

occupation of Palestine

The man who ...
Vijay Prashad

Israel assassinated Sayyed Hassan 
Nasrallah (1960-2024) because he 
refused to stop the attacks on northern 
Israel until the Israelis ended the gen-
ocide against the Palestinians. During 
the brief Israeli ceasefi re, Nasrallah’s 
organisation – Hezbollah – paused 
their attacks also. When the Israelis 
resumed fi ghting, so did Hezbollah.

Nasrallah was killed because he was unre-
lenting in his support for Palestine. Unlike 
every other Arab leader, Nasrallah had led 
the fi ght against Israel twice, which led to 
its defeat: fi rst, when Israel was forced to 
withdraw from Lebanon in 2000, and second 
when Israel could not vanquish Hezbollah 
in 2006. The man who defeated Israel was 
fi nally killed on 27 September 2024, along 
with thousands of his fellow Lebanese.

In 2013, as the war in Syria escalated, I 
walked with a friend into a crowded area in 
Dahieh, a neighbourhood of Beirut, Lebanon. 
We had come to listen to a speech being given 
by Nasrallah. I had been told that Nasrallah 
would address the reason why Hezbollah – 
which is both a political party in Lebanon and 
a military group formed to defend Lebanon 
from the constant Israeli incursions – had 
decided to enter Syria. A large television 
screen had been erected in the open space, 
and eventually, Nasrallah appeared on it and 
was greeted by loud cheers. Similar scenes 
would have been observed in other parts 
of Lebanon where Nasrallah would have 
appeared on television screens to address 
people about this consequential decision.

The reason Nasrallah was not there 
in person is that Israel had tried to assas-
sinate him ever since he was appointed to 
lead Hezbollah in 1992 at the age of 32. It 
would have been suicidal for him to appear 
in person. For that reason, his exact location 
was unknown, but it was clear where people 
could gather to listen to him. 

The speech began slowly, with Nasral-
lah laying out the complexities of the war in 
Syria, and the dangers posed to Lebanon’s 
people by the assaults of Jabhat al-Nusra, the 
Al Qaeda front, near the borders. If al-Nusra 
entered Lebanon, Nasrallah said, the group 
would target the Shia community, but also 
Christians and others. It is to protect Leba-
non, Nasrallah said, that Hezbollah fi ghters 
would have to cross the border and fi ght in 
Syria’s Qalamoun Mountains.

Later, I went with another journalist 
into those mountains to observe the clashes 
between Hezbollah fi ghters and those of 
Jabhat al-Nusra. The reverence with which 
the Hezbollah men spoke of Nasrallah was 
impressive, and their own sense of destiny 
– to defend Lebanon from the scourge of 
al-Nusra – was commanding. If the Sayyed 
told them to do it, they said it would be done. 
And so, they were there, far from their homes, 
caught in diffi  cult fi ghts with al-Nusra fi ghters 
who were motivated by martyrdom rather 
than by the need to gain territory. If there 
was a poll among Hezbollah members and 
their families, Nasrallah would universally 
have the highest approval rating.

In his speech, Nasrallah said it was vital 
for Hezbollah to protect the Sayyida Zainab 
Mosque at al-Sitt, just outside Damascus. 
This mosque is said by the Twelver Shia to 
be the burial place of Zaynab bint Ali, the 
daughter of Ali and Fatima, and, therefore, 
the granddaughter of the Prophet Muham-
mad. Since the shrine is revered by the Shia 
community, and Al Qaeda groups had been 
terrorising the Shia population in Syria and 
attacking Shia shrines, Nasrallah’s concern 
resonated with his followers.

In interview after interview, Nasrallah 
said that sectarian divides are anathema 
and that coexistence is essential. The entry 
of Hezbollah into Syria was partly about 
protecting Lebanon from al-Nusra and partly 
about protecting the Shia community in 
Syria and Shia shrines. It is emblematic of 
Hezbollah’s location in Lebanon both as a 
Lebanese national force and as the Islamic 
(not Shia) resistance. Throughout his leader-
ship of Hezbollah, Nasrallah moved between 
these two aspects of the organisation deftly.

Driving through Lebanon’s southern 
towns, it is clear that the depth of support 
for Hezbollah is unshakable. The reason is 
that it was Hezbollah’s military ingenuity that 
led to Lebanon being able to end the Israeli 
occupation by force of a large part of Leba-
non in 2000, which had begun when Israel 
invaded Lebanon in 1982. Hezbollah was 
born during that confl ict and demonstrated 
both military prowess and political acumen 
as well as courage in the face of repression. 
Nasrallah had been in Iran from 1989 to 
1991, studying at the Shia seminary in Qom. 
When he returned to Lebanon in 1991, he 
threw himself into Hezbollah and the next 
year – after the assassination of Hezbollah 
leader Abbas al-Musawi (1952-1992) by the 
United States – Nasrallah became the leader 
of the organisation.

Nasrallah immediately set in motion 
a policy that remained in place until his 
assassination: Hezbollah would only hit 
Israeli military targets, but if Israel struck 
Lebanese civilians, then Hezbollah would 
retaliate against Israeli civilians. When Israel 
withdrew in defeat in 2000, Hezbollah made 
a public statement that it would not target 
anybody in Lebanon who collaborated with 
the Israeli occupation. The Lebanese had to 
heal and become a nation.

In the Lebanese coastal city of Sur (Tyre), 
unknown people bombed a number of res-
taurants that serve alcohol in late 2012. I 
went down to talk to some of the owners of 
these restaurants and of a brewery, all of 
whom told me that they had been visited by 
people from Hezbollah who off ered to pay for 
the damages even though the attacks were 
not by their members. Nasrallah had said 
that though he opposed the consumption 
of alcohol, he did not believe that Lebanese 
society must conform to the social views of 
any group but should learn to tolerate the 
mores of each other.

For all the talk of Nasrallah and 
antisemitism, it would be worth consider-
ing that it was Hezbollah under Nasrallah 
that helped the reconstruction of Beirut’s 
Maghen Abraham Synagogue. “[It] is a 
religious place of worship,” Nasrallah said, 
“and its restoration is welcome.” It is this 
attitude that partly led to Nasrallah telling 
Julian Assange during a discussion about 
Palestine in 2012 that “the only solution is 
the establishment of one state – one state 
on the land on Palestine in which the Mus-
lims and the Jews and the Christians live in 
peace in a democratic state. Any other solu-
tion will simply not be viable, and it won’t 
be sustained.”

When Israel, with US support, began 
its bombardment of Lebanon in 2006, it 
appeared certain that Hezbollah would be 
demolished. But it withstood the attack and 
counterattacked Israel. Years earlier, friends 
in the Arab states would ask me, “Why can’t 
we produce a Hugo Chávez?” meaning why 
could they not have a leader who would 
stand up against the interference of the 
West and the occupation of the Palestinians 
by Israel. During the 2006 war, these same 
people began to say that Nasrallah was their 
Chávez, that he was the incarnation of Gamal 

Abdel Nasser. The fact that Hezbollah was 
not destroyed and was able to stand up for 
itself proved to large sections of the Arab 
world that Israel lost that war.

The victory is partly attributed to Nas-
rallah’s ability to convert Hezbollah from 
a military force into an integral part of the 
“resistance society” (mujtama’ al-muqawa-
ma) in large parts of Lebanon; this resistance 
society shaped the worldview of the villages 
of southern Lebanon and the Bekaa Valley, 
where they committed themselves to the long-
term struggle to end the Israeli occupation 
of Palestine and the Israeli interventions in 
southern Lebanon. It is this resistance com-
munity that defi nes Hezbollah’s endurance 
rather than the thousands of missiles it has 
hidden away in tunnels across Lebanon’s 
southern region. The Israelis tried to kill 
Nasrallah many times during and after 
2006 but did not succeed. He would often 
talk about how one of his speeches was his 
last since it was unclear when the Israelis 
might succeed.

The assassination of Nasrallah produced 
a sense of shock across Lebanon because a 
view had been growing that he could not be 
killed. But Nasrallah was a man, and human 
beings die one way or the other. Robert Fisk 
asked him to explain what it meant to pre-
pare for martyrdom. “Imagine you are in a 
sauna,” Nasrallah said. “It is very hot but 
you know that in the next room there is air 

conditioning, an armchair, classical music, 
and a cocktail.” That would have been his 
attitude when the Israeli bombs landed.

In 1997, his eldest son – Muhammad 
Hadi – was killed in an Israeli ambush in 
Mlikh. It was a personal loss for him. The 
day after his death, Jawad Nasrallah, his 
son, went to the site of the gruesome crater 
resulting from 85 2,000-pound and 500-
pound bombs dropped by Israeli planes 
and screamed in torment looking at the 
obliterated bodies. So far, Israel’s continued 
bombardment has taken the lives of more 
than 1,000 people in Lebanon and displaced 
more than half a million others. A society 
that lives in anticipation of war now struggles 
with the ruthlessness bestowed upon it by 
a desperate leadership in Israel that would 
like to make its genocide of the Palestinians 
into a war against Lebanon and eventually 
Iran. Israel’s actions have pried open the 
jaws of hell.

Meanwhile, black fl ags were fl own from 
the Imam Reza shrine in Mashhad, Iran, and 
the Sayyida Zeinab shrine outside Damascus, 
Syria; an honour that few receive. The shock 
that now pervades the Arab world will soon 
dissipate. Hezbollah will try to recover. But 
it will not be able to easily replace Sayyed 
Hassan Nasrallah, the only Arab leader who 
could legitimately claim to defeat Israel.
Globetrotter 

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah (1960-2024). Photo: Unknown author / khamenei.ir – (CC BY 4.0)
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Book Review
Beyond the Wall: East Germany, 1949-1990

by Katya Hoyer
Bruni de la Motte

The German Democratic Republic 
(1949-1990) has long been neglected. 
If it is given attention, it’s been por-
trayed simply as a totalitarian country 
ruled by Stalinists. Katja Hoyer’s new 
book on the GDR, Beyond the Wall: 
East Germany, 1949-1990, is being 
promoted as “the defi nitive history.” 
There is, of course, never a defi ni-
tive history of any period, and this 
book, like any other, has been written 
through a particular ideological lens.

However, Hoyer, who was born in the 
Deutsche Demokratische Republik fi ve 
years before its demise, does present a more 
diff erentiated picture to that to which we 
have become accustomed. Her aim is to 
give a more comprehensive description of 
the GDR, its diffi  culties and achievements, 
and thus reintegrate it as part of German 
history. A fair portrayal of the political situa-
tion in the middle of Europe at the interface 
with NATO, and of the real-life experiences 
of GDR citizens, is urgently needed for a 
better understanding of Germany today. 

Hoyer has produced a very readable book 
that includes many personal stories which 
create a vivid picture. The book has some 
severe limitations.

Before dealing with the GDR itself, Hoyer 
devotes around 150 pages almost entirely 
to the purges in the Soviet Union during 
the 1930s and then the “invasion” of Berlin 
by Soviet soldiers who  are described as a 
“drunken horde of foreign invaders.” No 
recognition here of our ally at the time, the 
Soviet Red Army, liberating Germany from 
the scourge of Nazism. The alleged power 
struggle between the fi rst GDR leaders, 
Walter Ulbricht and Wilhelm Pieck, is given 
undue prominence, whereas hardly anything 
is said about the nature of the new society 
that was being built by so many.

By depicting the attempt to construct a 
new anti-fascist society as simply an impo-
sition by a small political elite, forcing the 
people to make do and accommodate them-
selves to this new reality, the author ignores 
the considerable contributions made by so 
many genuine anti-fascists and socialists at 
the grassroots level. In this sense, Hoyer’s 
book only underlines the mainstream Western 

narrative of the GDR as a totalitarian state 
with few, if any, redeeming features.

Missing in her book, for instance, is 
an analysis of the diff erent ways East and 
West were dealing with the post-war de-
Nazifi cation as laid down in the Potsdam 
Agreement. Hoyer sees de-Nazification 
more as an economic rather than a political 
question. While West Germany (the Federal 
Republic of Germany—FRG) introduced a law 
in 1953 that allowed former Nazis to return 
to their positions as army offi  cers, lawyers, 
and teachers, the GDR removed most former 
Nazis from public offi  ce and was therefore 
obliged to rapidly train new people in these 
professions. This was of central political 
importance for the society the GDR set out 
to build, even though, initially, it had nega-
tive economic consequences.

The vast majority of the personal stories 
Hoyer retells are negative. They convey the 
impression that these are representative 
stories typical of life in the GDR. Yet there 
are many other potential stories about the 
excitement of helping to build something new.
People’s World (edited for space) 

WORTH READING: MAGAZINES/JOURNALS
E-International Relations
https://www.e-ir.info/
E-International Relations pitches itself as a 
world leading international relations open 
access publication. It publishes articles, 
reviews, and frequently books that are 
open-access and accessible to all. Its 
articles refl ect the opinions of the writers. 
The content is wide and readable.

The authors are almost exclusively 
academics but the target audience is 
broader than that. 

The content can be irritating. While it is 
readable, the analysis rarely goes beyond 
the world of the bourgeois journal. However, 
if you want to know what is going on in the 
world, E-International Relations is a useful 
resource.

Foreign Policy
https://foreignpolicy.com/
Foreign Policy is an American magazine 
that makes the lofty claim that it ‘explains 

Washington to the world and the world 
to Americans.’ It seeks to be relatively 
non-partisan, although there is really no 
such thing in a world of bourgeois ideas. 
Much of it is interesting and it offers good 
background. Some of its content on China 
is dubious. It is wide ranging in its scope, as 
the title would suggest.

As its advertising suggests, it “strikes 
a balance and sparks debate among 
specialists but also engages non-specialist 
readers.” It is written with clarity. Its 
usefulness is limited but Foreign Policy 
does provide good, if not entirely impartial 
background information around a wide 
range of foreign relations topics.

(MEIRP) Middle East Research and 
Information Project
MEIRP is an independent research group 
that publishes critical, alternative reporting 
and analysis, that focuses on state power, 
political economy and social hierarchies and 
popular struggles and the role of US policy 

in the Middle East. It has  recently had a 
string of interesting articles on Lebanon and 
Israel. 

Koori Mail
A weekly newspaper produced by and 
for Indigenous Australians, the Koori 
Mail is an almost always positive look 
at issues affecting Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. It’s also a stream of 
positive news about Indigenous people’s 
lives. People love to use the term ‘lived 
experience.’ The Koori Mail is a good way to 
catch up with a bit. 

Monthly Review: an independent 
socialist magazine
monthlyreview.org
The Monthly Review very nearly remains 
true to its title – that it is ‘independent.’ It 
does (to its credit) maintain certain core 
tenets of Marxist theory, specially that 
capitalism is prone to breakdown rather 
than self-regulating. It is a ‘meeting pace’ for 

an eclectic array of thinkers and academic 
voices within the broad Marxist tradition. 
This can be a diffi culty. When a hundred 
fl owers bloom, the scent from those fl owers 
can become diffused.

It is a useful tool for those wanting to be 
kept abreast of ‘academic’ Marxist thought. 
It certainly promotes thought and therefore 
theory, but sometimes its refusal to become 
aligned gets in the way. Its editor once 
declared that the ‘The Monthly Review... 
was and is Marxist, but did not hew to the 
party line or get into sectarian struggles.’ 
This is its strength and weakness.

Underdog magazine
More an occasional pamphlet of images 
than a magazine as such, Underdog is 
produced by some image-lovers in South 
Australia. It can be found on Facebook. The 
pictures are always interesting, and often 
delightful.

Find out more 
about the

Communist 
Party of 
Australia

web www.cpa.org.au

email cpa@cpa.org.au

phone 02 9699 8844
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Chagos: Starmer asked to listen
Elizabeth Mistry

“I was two years old when 
they forced us [to] leave our 
home,” recalls Bernadette 
Dugasse of the day she and 
her family were forced from 
their home on a remote island 
in the Indian Ocean, “but I will 
never forget it.

“My father was a furniture-
maker and my mother was pregnant 
with my sister when they told us 
we had to go.

“We didn’t understand why but 
they told my father that he didn’t 
have the right to make furniture for 
the Chagossian people any more. 
We didn’t have a choice.”

“They” were the British authori-
ties who were in charge of Diego 
Garcia, the island – a three-day 
boat ride from Mauritius – where 
Dugasse was born and spent her 
fi rst carefree years. For the next four 
decades she eked out an existence in 
Mahe, the capital of the Seychelles 
where she married and eventually 
had four children. She never forgot 
her “real home.”

Nor have the other Creole-
speaking members of the Chagossian 
diaspora who, like Dugasse, eventu-
ally found their way to Britain. As 
British citizens Chagossians have 
the right to travel to Britain – not, 
until recently the right to assistance 
such as is off ered to asylum-seekers 
or refugees. Many arrived with just 
a suitcase, a few words of English 
and nowhere to turn.

It was the desire to please 
the United States which wanted 
to establish a military base – the 
largest in the Indian Ocean – that 
was behind the shameful decision 
to empty the archipelago of its 
human inhabitants, leading a civil 
servant of the day to perpetrate the 
lie that there was no indigenous 
or settled population that might 
impede US plans.

In return, the US offered 
discounted Polaris missiles – a 
submarine-based nuclear weapons 
system. The deal was done.

What started with the ousting of 
Bernadette Dugasse’s family ended 
with the dispersal of more than 
2,500 peaceful islanders, many of 
whom died without the chance of 
seeing their parents’ graves in the 
tiny island cemetery again.

Dugasse is one of many who 
have recounted how they were 
forced from their homes. Threats 
of violence were not uncommon. 
Many families – especially when 
members were off island for 
medical treatment were refused 
permission to board a boat back 
to Chagos – were split up with no 
thought for what we would today 
call duty of care.

Approximately 3,500 Chagos-
sians – sometimes also referred 
to as Ilois – and their descendants 
now live in Britain, the majority 
in and around the Sussex town of 
Crawley. Many arrived by air – after 
scrimping and saving for decades – 
at Gatwick Airport. Crawley is the 
fi rst stop off  the plane.

Most had spent their savings on 
a fl ight and would spend the next 
decades campaigning for recogni-
tion from a succession of British 
governments, Labour and Tory, 
who treated them fi rst as a dirty 
secret and then as an embarrassing 
reminder of a faded empire.

It is a complex relationship 
as many Chagossians saw, and 
see, Britain not just as a colonial 
usurper who stole their home, but 
as a motherland, one that had and 
should continue to take responsi-
bility for the exiled islanders and 
their descendants.

As in any community, there 
is a range of deeply held opinions 
on the best way forward. The vast 
majority wish to be able to exercise 
their right to return and are resolute 
that they want to go back to live on 
the archipelago where, apart from 
the base, there is little in the way 
of infrastructure.

Some are campaigning for a 
right of return but wish to remain 
resident in Britain where they 
have brought up children and 

grandchildren; while some have 
other dreams – like father of four 
Jen Francois Nellen, who was born 
in Mauritus and lives in Derby with 
his British-born family, but who 
ultimately wants to go to live per-
manently on Diego Garcia where 
his grandparents and their parents 
are buried.

Mauritius has sought to claim 
the islands for many years and in 
2019 the International Court of 
Justice declared that Britain had 
acted illegally by carving the archi-
pelago out of an agreement that saw 
Mauritius gain independence. The 
ICJ ruled that the islands should 
be handed to Mauritius and it was 
this ruling that Foreign Secretary 
David Lammy acknowledged when 
he gave a statement to Parliament 
recently.

In spite of having previously 
tied itself in knots fi ghting the ICJ 
ruling, with hawks on both sides of 
the political divide warning that 
once in Mauritian hands, the base 
would be at risk of falling under 
Chinese control, the British gov-
ernment now says the agreement 
it has reached with Mauritus – that 
would see Britain ceding sover-
eignty to Port Louis, with a caveat 
that ensures the base remains under 
the administration of the British 
for the next 99 years – is the best 
outcome for everyone.

While it is no secret that Beijing 
has been expanding its footprint 
across the region, a former Royal 
Navy offi  cer and legal adviser who 
is familiar with the base says that 
these concerns are likely “wide of 
the mark.”

Last week’s announcement 
presumes that a treaty which 
Lammy told Parliament was “yet 
to be ratifi ed” (and may yet need 
to be written) will clarify a number 
of unknowns, which Jen Francois 
Nellen, part of the Chagossian 
Voices coalition, is worried will 
not prioritise Chagossian people.

“Firstly it seems unlikely we will 
be allowed to return to Diego Garcia 
unless we are able to secure jobs 
on the base which have been done 
for years by a Filipino workforce.

“Where is the infrastructure? 
Why is the announcement saying 

Chagossians can go to the islands? 
Is that all Mauritians or will there 
be genuine support for Chagos-
sians or will we be ignored again? 
Who will manage the trust fund 
they mentioned? There are so 
many things that are unclear and 
we have not even been consulted. 
This is a deal between the UK and 
Mauritius. It is not a good deal for 
all Chagossians.”

Those who are cautiously wel-
coming the deal include supporters 
of campaigner Olivier Bancoult, 
who has moved between Britain 
and Mauritius calling for the right 
of return and compensation for 
many years.

Alongside Nellen, Bernadette 
Dugasse joined a demonstration of 
around 50 who travelled from all 
over Britain to raise their concerns 
outside Parliament regarding the 
decision which they say was reached 
without proper consultation with 
the Chagossian community.

“Our voices have, yet again, not 
been heard or listened to.”

Top of their worries is that, 
based on what little information has 
so far trickled out, only Mauritian 
nationals of Chagossian descent 
will be allowed back to the island 
of Diego Garcia. How long they 
can stay – or not – has not been 
clarifi ed. While more than 1,000 
US military personnel live on the 
base which is serviced by around 
200 Filipino workers, it is unclear 
what other infrastructure is in place.

As far as other islands, such 
as Perros Banhos, are concerned 
there is, says Iain Orr – the retired 
head of the British government’s 
now-defunct Environmental Policy 
Department and a long-time sup-
porter of Chagossians who wish 
to return – a need for an environ-
mental impact study, as the area 
is fragile.

The establishment of a vast 
maritime protection zone, he 
suggests, was not purely done for 
conservation reasons.

“So much time and money was 
spent keeping people away from 
the base.”

Bill Bowring, barrister and pro-
fessor of law at Birkbeck College, 
agrees: “Everyone knows this was 

all about the US having a torture 
point outside US jurisdiction.”

Clive Staff ord Smith, director 
of the British non-profi t Justice 
League, was one of the fi rst people 
to highlight the use of the base on 
Diego Garcia as a centre for extraor-
dinary rendition. He welcomes the 
decision to cede to Mauritius but 
thinks “it is about 59 years too late.”

“Ships anchored in the sur-
rounding waters were likely used 
as torture centres because, at that 
time, “the UK had not asserted 
the full ‘Law of the Sea’ rights that 
would have given a 12-mile territo-
rial jurisdiction.”

In addition to last week’s 
announcement, he thinks Britain 
“should be admitting its liability for 
some of the Guantánamo detainees 
who were held there.”

Former Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn, a long-time supporter of 
the Chagossians’ campaign to for 
a right to return, is the chair of 
the newly reconstituted all-party 
parliamentary group on Chagos. 
He once referred to the “legal gym-
nastics” undertaken by the British 
government to avoid relinquishing 
the islands or allowing the Chagos-
sians a full say in their own destiny.

In the meantime, the Chagos-
sians are watching and waiting. 
They are all too aware that there 
was pressure from the Prime Min-
ister, according to chief negotiator 
Jonathan Powell, to “get this sorted 
before the [Mauritian and US] elec-
tions,” which are due to take place 
in the next few weeks.

The cost of this shameful epi-
sode has surely run into billions. 
Chagossians claim that Britain 
paid an estimated £40 million 
(about $78 billion AUD) – the 
same amount set aside to compen-
sate them in a previous move – to 
lawyers dealing with the case of 
some Sri Lankan fi sherman who 
claimed asylum after straying into 
territorial waters and who have 
been confi ned to a corner of the 
base for several years.

Meanwhile the Chagossians 
remain in exile and wait, still at the 
mercy of their former and future 
colonial masters.
Morning Star 

The west coast of Mauritius. Photo: Ian 1602 – fl ickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)

Our voices have, 
yet again, not been heard 

or listened to

Perth
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The tiny nation of Tuvalu, for-
merly the British Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands, has a population 
of 11,500. Though independent 
since 1978, Tuvalu is strongly 
tied to Australia, politically and 
economically, although separat-
ed by 3,500 kilometres of ocean. 
In November 2023, at the Pacifi c 
Islands Forum, Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong and Tuvalu signed 
the “Falepili Union.” The bilater-
al agreement includes immigra-
tion, regional and multilateral 
issues. It is based on “values of 
good neighbourliness, care and 
mutual respect,” meaning neigh-
bouring states have a responsibil-
ity for any environmental harm, 
impact and damage caused. The 
Union provides for Australia to 
assist Tuvalu following military 
aggression, natural disaster, or a 
public health emergency. Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese called 
the Union “the most signifi cant 
agreement between Australia 
and a Pacifi c island nation ever.”

The agreement aligns Tuvalu with 
Australia’s military interests, leading 
to an amendment of the Rarotonga 
Treaty to include AUKUS submarines. 
It is part of Australia’s strategic goal to 
limit China’s increasing political and 
economic interests in the South Pacifi c. 
After China signed a security pact with 
the Solomon Islands in 2022, Australia 
wanted veto power to prevent a future 
Chinese military base in Tuvalu. The 
treaty allegedly gave Australia veto 
power over Tuvalu’s foreign policy 
and security agreements.

Prime Minister Kausea Natano has 
claimed the Union is essential for Tuva-
lu’s national identity. His predecessor, 
Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga believed 
it would undermine the country’s sov-
ereignty and that the agreement must 
be repealed. Tuvalu’s sovereignty is 
seen as being diminished, as the United 
States, Australia, and China compete 
for economic, military and political 
infl uence in the South Pacifi c. 

One issue important to China is 
that Tuvalu still recognises Taiwan 
as independent from China, which is 
counter to the “One China” principle. 
China’s presence in the region was a 
major election issue in January 2024, 
as two contenders wanted Tuvalu to 
switch ties from Taiwan to Beijing, 
and to revise the security pact with 
Australia. In March the new prime 
minister, Feleti Teo, said Tuvalu’s 
ties with Taiwan “are purely based on 
democratic principles.” China’s Foreign 
Minister urged Taiwan’s diplomatic 
allies to “stand on the right side of his-
tory and make the right decision that 
truly serves their long-term interest” 
by recognising China. PM Teo said he 

would renegotiate development assist-
ance agreements with Taiwan, and 
that Australia should drop the clause 
that both countries must “mutually 
agree” on any third-country security 
agreement that Tuvalu may seek, as it 
encroaches on “Tuvalu’s sovereignty.” 

In May Australia and Tuvalu signed 
a new security deal aimed at easing 
any sovereignty concerns. Meg Keen, 
director of the Pacifi c Island Program 
at the Lowy Institute, has claimed 
that the new agreement reassures 
Tuvalu “that provisions related to the 
veto-of-third-party arrangements are 
not intended to impinge on Tuvalu’s 
sovereignty, but rather to ensure 
eff ective responsiveness/coordination 
and interoperability in times of crisis 
response.” It’s a veto, all the same. Teo 
said his government would maintain 
diplomatic ties with Taiwan.

Tuvalu is tied to Australia fi nan-
cially, as it does not have a monetary 
authority or a central bank. Since 
1966, the offi  cial currency of Tuvalu is 
the Australian dollar, with Australian 
banknotes having been used prior to 
independence. The Tuvaluan dollar 
is pegged to the Australian dollar 
at parity, making the value of the 
Tuvaluan dollar dependent on the 
Australian dollar.

Australia opened a High Commis-
sion in Vaiaku, the de facto capital 
of Tuvalu, in 2019. Australia sup-
plies important aid to the country. 
In May 2023 the Australian Infra-
structure Financing Facility for the 
Pacifi c (AIFFP) approved $21.4 mil-
lion towards a $120.6 million Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) fund to 
fi nance the construction of passenger 
and cargo facilities on Pacifi c islands. 
The AIFFP funds, together with $11 
million from the Tuvalu government, 
will construct workboat harbours and 
reclaim shoreline. Another $50 million 
is for Tuvalu’s fi rst undersea telecom-
munications cable.

Is Australia following a neo-
imperial path in regards to Tuvalu? 
Neo-imperialism is the dominance 
over another country through legal 
agreements, economic power, and cul-
tural infl uence. Neo-imperial anxiety 
about an ‘assertive’ China has bought  
much needed fi nance and a regional 
political infl uence that far outweighs 
its tiny size, an example of China help-
ing Pacifi c countries without spending 
a cent.

Australia is Tuvalu’s closest neigh-
bour and will remain very infl uential 
in a relationship that is increasingly 
seen as Neo-Imperial, having reduced 
Tuvalu to a colonial dependency. The 
Australian government sees Tuvalu as 
pivotal to restricting Chinese infl uence 
in the region and will maintain its 
political and economic infl uence over 
the Pacifi c nation for the foreseeable 
future. 

Neo-Imperialist Australia’s 
colonial interests in Tuvalu

UK Labour’s war priorities
UK: Communist Party chair Ruth 
Styles has launched an all-round attack 
on the priorities of Prime Minister Sir 
Keir Starmer’s Labour government.

She accused it of putting the interests of 
the energy monopolies, arms corporations 
and the private healthcare giants before 
those of the millions of poor and vulnerable 
people in society.

In a report to the CP’s political committee, 
Styles also condemned the £13 billion ($25 
billion AUD) pledged by British governments 
so far to prolong the Ukraine war.

She noted the heavy carbon footprint of 
arms production and use, much of which is 
not counted in emissions estimates.

Britain’s communists labelled the new 
Britain-Mauritius agreement on the Chagos 
Islands an “anti-democratic imperialist 
carve-up” imposed on Chagossian families 
evicted from their homeland 50 years ago.

They also called for an end to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s policy 
of “mass murder” in Gaza, the occupied West 
Bank and southern Lebanon.

Styles deplored Sir Keir’s complicity in 
Israel’s “genocidal war” on Gaza, and echoed 
the TUC demand for a ban on all British 
arms exports to the extreme right-wing Tel 
Aviv regime.
Morning Star 

Government building in Funafuti, Tuvalu. Photo: lirneasia – (CC BY 2.0)

Haiti: Cuba’s crucial 
medical work

This month the work of the members of 
the Cuban Medical Brigade in Haiti (BMC) 
was described as crucial, due to the results 
refl ected in the improvement of the qual-
ity of life of the population.

At the farewell ceremony for a group of col-
laborators held at the coordination offi  ce in the 
capital, the head of the BMC, Efren Acosta stressed 
that the health personnel worked in the midst of 
unimaginable challenges.

“Their work was crucial in the fi ght against 
the high mortality that aff ects this country, and 
thanks to their dedication, thousands of lives were 
touched and transformed,” Acosta stressed in 
the presence of the Cuban ambassador to Haiti, 
Carlos Moya and other members of the diplo-
matic mission.

“Under bullets and countless diffi  culties such 
as fuel shortages and the high price of food, among 

other shortages, no brigades desisted from car-
rying out their humanist mission,” Acosta said.

“Every consultation, every surgical interven-
tion and every gesture of empathy left an indelible 
mark on the community,” the doctor said.

“They return to their homeland with the pride 
of doing their duty, taking with them not only 
experiences and learning, but also the aff ection 
and respect of those they served.

We bid them farewell with an enormous 
feeling of gratitude and admiration for being an 
exceptional group of professionals who gave their 
hearts and eff orts in this noble mission in Haiti.

‘Their commitment to health and solidarity is 
an example for all of us,’ said Acosta, who, together 
with the Cuban ambassador, presented diplomas 
of recognition to the collaborators who completed 
their work in the Pearl of the Antilles.
Telesur 
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Peace campaigners have 
slammed NATO’s dangerous 
nuclear war games which 
began 13 October in the North 
Sea.

Dubbed Steadfast Noon, the 
exercise will run for two weeks.

Led by Belgium and the Neth-
erlands, it uses eight military bases 
and will involve 2,000 personnel 
and 60 aircraft from 13 nations.

Bomber aircraft and fi ghter jets 
that can carry nuclear warheads 
are taking part in the war games, 
which mainly take place about 800 
kilometres from Russia.

Britain will also be carrying out 
its own exercises called Operation 
Strike Warrior in the North Sea at 
the same time.

Offi  cials of the US-led alliance 
say that Moscow has been informed 
about the drills.

NATO’s new secretary-general, 
former Dutch prime minister Mark 
Rutte, said the manoeuvres would 
show “that NATO is ready and is 
able to respond to any threat.”

The announcement of the 
nuclear exercises came just as sur-
vivors of the two US atomic bombs 
dropped on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki heard that 
they had been awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

Farah Dakhlallah of the Geneva 
Nuclear Disarmament Initiative 
took to social media, saying: “There 
is bad timing, there is dropping a 
brick and then there is this. Nice 
work.”

Director of Lex International, 
Beatrice Fihn, who is also a senior 
fellow at the UN Institute for Dis-
armament Research, described 
NATO’s war games as a practice 
run for “wiping out hundreds of 
thousands of civilians” with weap-
ons that would also “fl atten cities 
and poison survivors.”

But condemnation of the nucle-
ar attack exercises went beyond 
the timing of the announcement.

Campaign for Nuclear Disar-
mament (CND) general secretary 
Kate Hudson said: “When opin-
ion polls show the overwhelming 
majority of European people want 
negotiations to end the Ukraine 
war, it’s a disgrace that NATO 
governments are proceeding with 
these infl ammatory nuclear war 
games.

“This is just a massive waste 
of national resources when every 
pound is needed to lift families out 
of poverty.”

She added: “Why Britain is 
running Operation Strike War-
rior naval exercises in parallel is 

anybody’s guess. The government 
has to change its priorities.”

Communist Party of Britain 
international secretary Kevan 
Nelson said: “The aggressive pos-
ture of NATO is a ratcheting up of 
international tensions, and is part 
of a relentless drive to war.

“The world needs a process of 
dialogue on peace and disarma-
ment, not provocative militarism.”

US-based peace campaigner and 
journalist Eugene Puryear accused 
NATO of continuing “to dance on 
the precipice of World War 3.”

He told the Morning Star
NATO countries were spending 
“trillions of dollars, $2 trillion (£1.5 
trillion) in the US alone, to expand 
their arsenals of planet-destroying 
weapons, while refusing to seriously 
address global challenges like pov-
erty, hunger and climate change.”

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov said that the US and 
its allies are seeking to draw the 
Asia-Pacifi c region into NATO’s 
sphere of interests by creating a 
range of exclusive US-led military 
and political associations.

But Malaysia’s Foreign Minister 
Mohamad Hasan told reporters: 
“We do not need NATO in Asean.”
Morning Star (edited for space) 

NORWAY: Japanese atomic bomb survivors group Nihon 
Hidankyo is the winner of the 2024 Nobel Peace prize. 
The group of survivors of the 1945 US nuclear bombings 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was awarded the prize by the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee for its efforts to rid the world 
of nuclear weapons. “The Norwegian Nobel Committee 
has decided to award the Nobel Peactttttttttors from 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, also known as Hibakusha, is 
receiving the Peace Prize for its efforts to achieve a world 
free of nuclear weapons and for demonstrating through wit-
ness testimony that nuclear weapons must never be used 
again,” the Nobel Prize Committee said in a statement.

ZAMBIA: Zambia signed a deal with China to establish 
its fi rst cholera vaccine plant, an important public health 
development. “The implementation of this project will pro-
vide robust health protection for the people of Zambia, 
promote local employment and enhance Zambia’s emer-
gency response capabilities in the face of a public health 
crisis,” noted the Chinese company’s deputy general man-
ager. Zambian president Hichilema thanked his Chinese 
counterpart for making Zambia’s vision to start vac-
cine production a reality, saying the agreement will make 
Zambia the fi rst African country to manufacture cholera 
vaccine. “The partnership will save lives, boost productivity 
and serve humanity,” he said. Zambia, with a population of 
21 million people is a high-risk country, having faced more 
than 200,000 cholera cases and nearly 700 deaths during 
the 2023-24 outbreak. The vaccine plant will serve not only 
Zambia but also the border region and Africa.

CANADA: A Memorial to the Victims of Communism in 
Ottawa, Canada was to have been unveiled in November 
2023. Now there seems to be another rather embarrass-
ing delay. According to the local newspaper The Ottawa 
Citizen, the setback is due to the fact that over half of 
the 550 names intended to be written on the Wall of 
Remembrance are Nazi-affi liated, as indicated in a gov-
ernment statement, which reads: “between 50 and 60 list 
entries were likely directly connected to the Nazis, while 
in last year, the department recommended more than 330 
names be removed as a precautionary measure due to 
possible links to fascist organisations or the Nazis, as well 
as no direct link to Canada.”

COLOMBIA: Colombia and China have set up a working 
group to negotiate the country’s accession to the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). China aims to create an international 
trade network through infrastructure construction through 
this initiative. At least 150 countries have already signed 
onto BRI. More than 20 Latin American countries have 
joined the initiative, but Colombia has not done so yet, 
though it has awarded signifi cant infrastructure and min-
ing projects to Chinese companies. One of the outstanding 
success stories was the Bogota metro project. In 2019, two 
Chinese companies were selected for the construction of 
the fi rst metro line. Colombian president Gustavo Petro 
visited China last year. The two countries agreed to ele-
vate bilateral relations to the level of strategic partnership. 
President Petro and President Xi Jiping signed cooper-
ation agreements on trade, development, science and 
education.

HAITI: Armed gangs continue their rampage in Haiti. 
Gunmen invaded another town north of the capital Port-
au-Prince, shooting at people and setting houses on fi re. 
The number of casualties was not immediately known. 
Residents of the town called radio stations pleading for 
help and asking police to come and save them. This crimi-
nal gang’s invasion followed a week after a massacre that 
killed at least 115 people in the country’s central region.

Global Briefs
‘Dropping a brick’: 

NATO’s nuclear 
war games

Britain ceded its last Afri-
can colony as the only way 
to retain control over a key 
Indian Ocean military base, 
UK Foreign Secretary David 
Lammy has said.

The Labour government 
announced last week that it would 
hand the Chagos Islands to Mauri-
tius, ending a decades-long dispute 
over the archipelago. The largest 
island in the group, Diego Garcia, 
was turned over to the US in 1966 
and its 2,000 inhabitants deported.

“This is a victory for diplomacy. 
We saved the base, it has been 
secured for the long term,” Lammy 
told Parliament, responding to 
opposition accusations that the 
deal gave up Diego Garcia.

“It’s critical for our national 
security. Without security of tenure 

there will be no base. The deal 
benefi ts us, the UK, the US and 
Mauritius,” Lammy added.

He also noted that the US sup-
ported the deal with Mauritius and 
that something had to be done 
before the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) issued a binding 
ruling against the UK that would 
have put Diego Garcia’s future at 
risk. In a 2019 advisory opinion, 
the ICJ told London to cede the 
islands to Port Louis.

The UK and Mauritius 
announced last week they would 
sign a treaty ensuring “the long-
term, secure and eff ective operation 
of the existing base on Diego Garcia 
which plays a vital role in regional 
and global security.”

According to Lammy, this would 
include retaining control of the 

base for 99 years in exchange for 
recognising Mauritian sovereignty 
over the island itself.

“We’ve just handed sovereign 
British territory to a small island 
nation which is an ally of China, 
and we are paying for the privilege, 
all so the foreign secretary can feel 
good about himself at his next north 
London dinner party,” former Tory 
immigration minister Robert Jen-
rick said, accusing Lammy of work-
ing in the interests of “the global 
diplomatic elite.”

The Chagos announcement 
prompted Argentina to remind 
the UK of its claim to the Malvinas 
(Falkland Islands), an archipelago 
in the South Atlantic the two coun-
tries fought a war over in 1982.

“We will recover full sovereignty 
over our Malvinas,” Argentine 
Foreign Minister Diana Mondino 
announced, using the Argentine 
name for the islands. “The Malvi-
nas were, are, and will always be 
Argentine.”

However, Lammy insisted that 
no such thing would be happening. 
“British sovereignty on the Falkland 
Islands, Gibraltar and the sovereign 
base areas is not up for negotiation,” 
he told parliament. “The situations 
are not comparable.”

The foreign secretary also 
argued that the deal with Mauritius 
addresses the “deeply wrong” way 
in which their native population 
was “forcibly removed.” Meanwhile, 
some Chagossians currently living 
in the UK protested in London 
because they were not consulted 
about the deal at all.
rt.com 

UK admits colony deal was 
about US military base
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Israel is in the news every day, and 
seems to be a Middle East nuclear 
superpower. In reality it is a failed 
Zionist state. It survives because every 
US administration has supported Isra-
el fi nancially, politically and militarily. 
With this support, Israel defi es inter-
national law, UN resolutions, and the 
hatred of its neighbours. It maintains 
power through state-sanctioned vio-
lence, international aid and invest-
ments, not only from the USA, UK, 
France and Germany, but also Aus-
tralia. Without these lifelines Israel 
could not survive. 

This is not an original observation. In 
2001 Sam Bahour wrote in the Institute 
for Policy Studies’ Foreign Policy in Focus: 
“the State of Israel, as a state-building 
model, is a failing experience – ideologi-
cally, religiously, politically, socially and, if 
the American favourite nation status were 
removed, possibly economically as well.” In 
2010 Amir Kulick and Yoel Guzansky, writ-
ing in Research Forum in 2010, concluded 
that Israel was a “failed state.” 

A failed state is fi rstly a state unable to 
maintain fundamental security and eff ective 
control over its territory. A failed state cannot 
carry out law enforcement, security, or ter-
ritorial control. Israel has been in constant 
territorial and border confl icts since the 
1960s. As for law enforcement, corruption 
and criminality are widespread, as numer-
ous court cases against Netanyahu and the 
Likud Party have shown. Failed states are 
noted for internal refugees and involuntary 
population movements, a feature of Israel 
since the 1948 Nakba. Another indication 
is an economy which can not stand on its 
own two feet. Israel’s economy is kept afl oat 
with massive US and European investments.

Failed states also tell unconvincing lies 
to support their origin stories. Prior to the 
creation of Israel the British Mandate of Pal-
estine was inhabited, not an “empty land” as 
the Israeli government claims. Israel relies 
on historically dubious claims based on the 
Tanakh (also known as Miqra, or Old Testa-
ment) to justify its existence. 

More relevantly, Israel and Palestine were 
established by the United Nations in 1948. 
Israel was established via ethnic cleansing, 
with Zionist militias eradicating more than 
400 Palestinian towns and villages. Through 
violence and massacres Israel forced 700,000 
Palestinian from their land, known as the 
Nakba (catastrophe). Ben-Zion Dinur, the 
Minister of Education and Culture, said in 
1954: “In our country there is room only 
for the Jews. We shall say to the Arabs: Get 
out! If they don’t agree, if they resist, we 
shall drive them out by force.” Those who 
did not fl ee became low-class citizens in an 
apartheid state.

After the 1967 war, Israel annexed East 
Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan Heights. 
Over 400,000 Israeli colonisers have since 
built Jewish-only settlements on land con-
fi scated from Palestinians. Seven years later 
there was the Yom Kippur war, followed by 
war in 1982, and the Second Lebanon War in 
2006. By 2009 Israel faced 65 UN resolutions 

condemning its aggression against Palestin-
ians living in the occupied territories. 

Like South Africa before 1993, Israel is 
an apartheid state. More than twenty laws 
privilege Jewish citizens over Muslims and 
Christians. 

Failed states are often propped up by 
larger states, in the interests of imperial-
ism. Israel has been the largest recipient of 
US foreign aid since 1948, having received 
US$310 billion. 

In 2022, the US gave US$3.3 billion in 
foreign assistance to Israel, with the majority 
going to the Israeli military. The US Senate 
in February 2024 provided a US$14.1 billion 
package which included US$4 billion for the 
Iron Dome and David’s Sling missile defence 
systems, US$1.2 billion for the Iron Beam 
laser-based defence system, US$3.5 billion 
in foreign military fi nancing, and US$801.4 
million for ammunition.

The US also props up Israel’s mili-
tary. Israel is the biggest recipient of US 
military aid in US history, having received 
US$251.2 billion since 1959, and remains 
highly dependent on US arms. Although US 
military aid to Israel is classifi ed, we know 
it has received US$17.9 billion since the 
beginning of the Hamas-Israel war. The US 
spent a further US$4.9 billion on regional 
military operations, deploying more than 

50,000 forces and multiple aircraft carriers, 
destroyers, cruisers and the most sophisti-
cated missiles in the Middle East.

The US is not the only country support-
ing Israel. Since 2008, the UK has licenced 
arms sales to Israel worth over £574 million. 
UK industry contributes to F-35 combat air-
craft, which are used in the attacks on Gaza. 
Australia also makes parts for the F-35s. 

Like apartheid South Africa, Israel is 
vulnerable to pressure on the governments 
that support it. In the face of Israel’s geno-
cidal campaign against Palestinians, Canada, 
the Netherlands, Japan, Spain, and Belgium 
have stopped shipping weapons to Israel. 
Denmark may suspend the export of F-35 
fi ghter jet parts to the US, because the jets 
are sold on to Israel. The US is diff erent. In 
an important presidential election year, the 
White House will not punish Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, as this could increase support 
for the Republicans. US President Joe Biden 
paused one weapons shipment, but apart 
from that, it’s been business as usual.

Australia is also an important supporter of 
Israel. Between 2016 and 2023 the Australian 
government approved 322 export permits for 
military and dual-use equipment to Israel. In 
April 2024 the Department of Foreign Aff airs 
and Trade (DFAT) released fi gures showing 
that Australia exported over $1.5 million in 

“arms and ammunition.” Since the Albanese 
government came to power, it has supplied 
Israel with more than $3.3 million in guns, 
bullets, missiles, tanks, swords, and other 
weapons. The Chief Economist of DFAT 
acknowledged that Australia has exported 
$10 million worth of “arms and ammuni-
tion” to Israel over the past fi ve years. David 
Shoebridge, Greens Senator and Defence 
Spokesperson, said: “Make no mistake the 
Albanese Labor government by permitting 
these exports to Israel is complicit in the 
genocide that is occurring.”

In March 2024 protesters picketed the 
Heat Treatment Australia factory, Melbourne, 
with a placard reading: “Stop arming Israel.” 
HTA plays a vital role in the production of 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighters. According to 
Lockheed Martin: “Every F-35 built contains 
some Australian parts and components,” 
with more than 70 Australian companies 
with exports worth $4.13 billion. Protesters 
picketed Rosebank Engineering, Melbourne, 
the only producer in the world of the F-35’s 
“uplock actuator system,” a crucial compo-
nent of the bomb bay doors. 

The Australian government must stop 
arms and munitions being supplied to Israel 
and stop the ongoing genocide. This country 
should not be propping up a failed apartheid 
state. 

Israel: failed state

UK blocks Mandela’s grandson visit
The UK government has 
been accused of “succumb-
ing to Israeli pressure” after 
it blocked the grandson of 
Nelson Mandela from com-
ing to Britain to give a Pales-
tine solidarity speaking tour.

Mandla Mandela was due to 
speak at nine venues across the UK 
in nine days on a tour organised by 
the Scottish Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign.

His visa application was blocked 
by the British consulate in South 
Africa.

The tour was due to start 
on Thursday with a meeting in 

Sheffi  eld organised by Sheffi  eld 
Palestine Coalition Against Israeli 
Apartheid.

“British offi  cials had initially 
told him that his South African gov-
ernment passport did not require 
a visa to enter the UK,” the group 
said in a statement.

“However, on Monday, Mandla 
was informed that he did require 
a visa.”

Mandela spoke instead via 
satellite on Thursday, watched on 
screen by 300.

On Friday he was due to speak 
at a student protest backed by 
10 organisations including the 

University and College Union, 
Youth For Palestine and Greater 
Manchester Friends of Palestine 
(GMFP).

John Nicholson of GMFP 
described the decision to block the 
tour as “cowardly and pathetic.”

Youth For Palestine accused 
the government of “succumbing 
to Israeli pressure.”

“We know that this has nothing 
to do with procedural visa-related 
issues, but with the government 
preventing infl uential pro-Palestine 
voices from addressing the people 
in Britain,” the group said.

Mick Napier of Scottish PSC 

said: “The parallels are striking 
between the past British treatment 
of Nelson Mandela and the Starmer 
government’s decision.

“During the time that Nelson 
Mandela was categorised by the 
UK government as a properly con-
victed terrorist rightly incarcerated 
for 27 years on Robben Island, he 
was given the honorary freedom 
of three Scottish cities: Glasgow, 
Aberdeen and Dundee.”

A meeting organised in Dublin 
will go ahead with Mandela present 
as the Irish government waived 
Mandela’s need for a visa.

The blocking of the tour has 

sparked international media 
attention.

The South African Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions Coali-
tion said it was “appalled” by the 
government’s refusal.

“This shows utter contempt 
for freedom of expression, human 
rights or any pretence of inter-
national solidarity by the ruling 
Labour Party,” the coalition said.

A government spokesperson 
said the refusal was, “part of our 
robust safeguards in protecting the 
security of the UK border.”
Morning Star 

Photo: Nissa Tzun – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Israel as a state-building model, 
is a failing experience
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Anna Pha
Progressive reforms under capitalism can never be taken for 
granted. The struggle for wage rises and workplace gains 
needs to be maintained or they will be wound back and even 
taken away. Medicare is constantly under attack. Free ter-
tiary education won under the Whitlam Labor government 
has since been eroded to the point where courses can cost 
tens of thousands of dollars. The enemies of progress never 
let up. So it is with women’s reproductive rights. At present 
abortion has been decriminalised by all state and territory 
parliaments, but as mainstream politics shifts to the right, 
reproductive rights are under threat.

Under legislation passed in 2021 in South Australia, a preg-
nant person can get an abortion after 22 weeks and six days 
if medically appropriate and with the approval of two doctors. 
In 2023 less than 5 terminations were performed after 27 
weeks.

Right-wing Liberal MP Ben Hood has introduced a bill in 
the SA Upper House to amend the 2021 laws. It amounts to 
forced birth. The bill requires women who seek to terminate 
their pregnancy from 28 weeks onwards gestation to deliv-
er their baby alive. This would be done by inducing the birth 
to deliver a live baby rather than terminating the pregnancy 
in-utero with an injection. The mother would then have the 
choice of keeping the baby or adoption.

“Abortion care is health care, and decisions should be left to 
the pregnant person and their medical team. These are very 
complex, often heart-breaking, cases. […] They were based 
on extensive consultation by the SA Law Reform Institute 
(SALRI) and informed by medical expertise,” Greens MLC 
Tammy Franks said. Hood’s bill would force birth even where 
the mother or the foetus might not survive.

There are many reasons why a woman might seek a late 
abortion – serious foetal abnormalities; physical or men-
tal health, or late diagnosis of a disease requiring treatment 
incompatible with an ongoing pregnancy such as cancer or 
other personal circumstances.

SA Abortion Action Coalition (SAAAC) called the bill “cruel 
and unworkable.” “Doctors and healthcare teams would be 
prevented from providing normal abortion care and required 
instead to force the pregnant person to give birth. It would 
impose unethical practices, with tragic potential conse-
quences for patients.” Brigid Coombe from the SAAC said: 
“Those changes remove the basis of informed consent and 
they don’t recognise at all the complexity of the circumstanc-
es that people are in when they need an abortion at those 
gestations.” The bill was to return to the Legislative Council 
on 16 October.

The question of abortion is also being hotly debat-
ed in Queensland, with speculation that Robbie Katter, 
Queensland state MP and son of the better-known Bob 
Katter, is planning to introduce a bill rolling back abortion law. 
Liberal National Party (LNP) leader David Crisafulli voted 
against Labor’s bill decriminalising abortion in Queensland in 
2018. The bill, however, was passed.

Queensland Unions secretary Jacqueline King said no one 
should be playing politics with women’s bodies, and that 
the proposed abortion law overhaul was a “step back into 
the dark ages.” Given the likelihood of an LNP victory in the 
elections on 26 October and the large number of LNP candi-
dates who hold anti-abortion views the possibility of such a 
bill being passed is not out of the question.

Gillian Gibson, president of the Royal Australian and New 
Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, said 
abortion was “an essential healthcare service. A decision 
to terminate a pregnancy should be a discussion between 
women and their doctors,” she said. “Any attempt to further 
legislate abortion is an attempt to deny women access to 
health care.”
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Petra Farmer 

Research has shown that heat waves make 
existing maternal health disparities more 
dangerous for pregnant women.

A recent report in Grist.org describes how 
researcher Rupa Basu analysed 60,000 summertime 
births in the US from 1999 to 2006 and found higher 
rates of preterm births during higher temperatures.  
Basu’s work was the fi rst large-scale epidemiological 
study looking at preterm delivery and temperature 
conducted anywhere in the world. Since then, numer-
ous studies have confi rmed her fi nding that stillbirths 
and preterm births are linked to heatwaves and higher 
temperatures. 

What was especially shocking, Basu said, was how 
much greater the risk was for Black mothers — 2.5 
times higher than for white populations.

“How did we miss this for so long?” Basu asked. 
“Women are often the last to get studied. But the 
most vulnerable people are those who are pregnant.”

Those vulnerabilities are intensifying. In the last 
year, the hottest on record, 6.3 billion people – notably 
in South and East Asia and the African Sahel – expe-
rienced at least 31 days of extreme heat, hotter than 
90 per cent of documented temperatures between 
1991 and 2020, according to a new report. 

As human-caused climate change continues, the 
number, intensity and duration of heat waves will only 

get worse. Without intervention, those heat waves will 
cause millions of babies around the world to be born 
preterm. Higher temperatures will also aff ect gesta-
tional and fetal health. As temperatures rise, so does 
drought and air pollution, which also increases the risk 
of preterm birth or low birthweight babies. Pollutants 
from vehicle combustion, including nitrogen oxides 
and volatile organic compounds, react in sunlight to 
form ozone. The US Environmental Protection Agency 
calculated that extreme heat events will also lead to 
more wildfi res, leading to air pollution that is expected 
to cause thousands of additional preterm births. 

Basu began research on pregnant people because 
they are woefully understudied and they represent one 
of the most vulnerable populations. Now that there is 
strong evidence that heat exacerbates adverse birth 
outcomes, she hopes it will instigate policy change, 
promote awareness, and ultimately, decrease risk and 
disparities. “We need to take more action,” she said. 
“This is preventable.”

Founder of Mobilizing African American Mothers 
through Empowerment (MAAME) Maya Jackson is 
seeking funding to do community-based research on 
heat impacts on people of colour to make sure that 
their lived experiences and the impacts of policies that 
shape housing, green spaces, or industrial pollution 
in brown and black neighbourhoods are documented. 

“Somehow living has become a political issue,” 
she said. 

Women and climate change
‘Somehow living 

has become 
a political issue’

Venezuela’s President Nicolás 
Maduro has expressed his 
solidarity with the annual 
Indigenous Day of Resistance 
March to commemorate 532 
years of Indigenous Resistance 
in Caracas, and questioned 
whether Spain should cele-
brate October 12 as a national 
date when in fact the popu-
lations of the Americas were 
robbed and murdered.

“Now they say it’s Hispanity 
Day and we are Hispanic, they call 
us Hispanoamerica,” said Maduro. 
He said that he rejected that slogan 
and reaffi  rmed that Venezuelans are 
“the America of resistance, make 
no mistake.”

“Long live the Day of Indig-
enous Resistance, long live the 

Indian Homeland, we are a fi ghting 
people and have only one march, 
532 years marching towards the 
process of decolonisation; their 
surnames, empires are heirs of colo-
nialism, of slavery and all forms of 
discrimination and crime,” declared 
the head of State.

President Maduro said that fas-
cism is the heir and direct expres-
sion of colonialism, and that today’s 
fascists are the heirs of the worst 
in human history.

In contrast, Maduro consid-
ers himself and his people to be 
the heirs of the noblest and most 
beautiful resistance, represented 
by the indigenous “great chief 
Guaicaipuro.”

“Here we are, the children 
of who faced them, who did not 

kneel and who did not submit our 
American people; we are a perfect 
blend of diversity, a demonstration 
that the popular indigenous, Afro, 
and revolutionary forces continue 
in the streets because the streets 
belong to the people and not to the 
oligarchy,” he said.

The speech highlighted recogni-
tion of Commander Hugo Chávez 
for making the indigenous cause 
visible in Venezuela, pushing its 
recognition in the Constitution 
and laws. Maduro also promised to  
establish an institute that rescues 
indigenous languages, and to priori-
tise housing, health, and education 
in indigenous communities.

He concluded by saying that the 
532-year resistance of indigenous 
peoples joins the resistance of Pal-
estine, Lebanon and Syria against 
the same colonising powers, and 
calling for readiness to remain at 
the forefront of just causes.
Telesur 

Venezuela: Maduro stands 
against colonisation
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A Carruthers 

It’s nothing short of a catas-
trophe. Australian university 
rankings have plummeted to 
their lowest ever records in the 
latest world rankings. While 
rankings aren’t completely 
trustworthy – they’re run in 
non-transparent ways by vari-
ous large private corporations 
– they can still refl ect systemic 
problems. This year Australia 
only has one university in the 
top fi fty, China now has four.

The source of this problem is 
glaringly obvious: Australia’s slide 
in the rankings comes off  the back 
of neoliberal austerity measures 
implemented by management 
across almost every university 
in Australia in the past 10 years. 
The last universities that seemed 
immune to neoliberalism have now 
fallen. Funding cuts and austerity 
reign supreme. In China, funding 
is increasing by leaps and bounds, 
especially in Research and Devel-
opment. China spends almost $7 
billion a year on R & D and sup-
port for departments across all 
disciplines  with over an 8 per cent 
year-on-year increase.

Australian universities, on the 
other hand, spend hundred of mil-
lions on external consultants, but 
they don’t spend money on what 
matters – workers and students – 
which is precisely what is leading to 
this dramatic drop in the rankings 
(ironically some of the money they 
spend is on improving rankings).  
Instead they repeatedly slash staff  
numbers, steal wages, cut courses 
and increase class sizes, and even 
decimate whole colleges, depart-
ments and institutes.

CAPITALIST 
SURREALISM

Universities without colleges or 
departments. Universities without 
lecturers. Universities without dis-
ciplines. Empty buildings, multi-
million dollar carparks, ‘wellness 
lifelines,’ yet more high-paid senior 
management than ever before. It 
sounds absurd; but this is what 
the capitalist university looks like. 
Capitalism is unrealistic, hysterical, 
irrational. It makes no sense.

Australian university bosses 
will blame Australian government 
policy for this downward trend, and 
inadequate funding alongside inter-
national student caps is defi nitely 
an important part of the picture. At 
the same time, the real problem is 
what has been an ongoing policy by 
both major parties in this country 

to corporatise university culture 
and erode democratic governance.

University leadership is stacked 
with former politicians and CEOs 
from private industry. The people 
who make the university, workers 
and students, have no say. The 
big bosses are more than happy to 
take home the big bucks with sala-
ries over a million per year while 
attacking working and learning 
conditions, and underpaying the 
most vulnerable workers.

Some will be asking why the 
bourgeois capitalist management 
continue to lead every single uni-
versity to destruction in Australia? 
If it clearly doesn’t work, and so 
clearly fails to deliver, why does 
neoliberal management continue to 
do the same thing over and again? 
For two reasons:

1. The management are part of, 
and linked directly to, the Austral-
ian dictatorship of the bourgeoi-
sie. This dictatorship is addicted 
to fi nancial capitalist methods of 
austerity, rather than growth and 
discipline-building. Vice-Chancel-
lor salaries range in the millions, 
thus they have no stake in actually 
improving the university and their 
interest is directly opposed to that 
of the people they are supposed to 
be looking after, students and staff .

2. Government funding has 
completely stagnated. Successive 
Labor and Liberal governments, 
have decided that universities in 
Australia do not need to have sus-
tainable, expanding or generous 
funding models, despite Australian 
universities having international 
reputations, despite the importance 
of education to society, and despite 
the number of workers employed 
by universities.

NTEU FIGHTBACK, 
ANU ABOLISHES 

MEDICINE
A case in point: the Australian 

National University Vice Chancel-
lor Genevieve Bell, has introduced 
a plan called ‘Renew ANU,’ which 
involves abolishing the College of 
Health and Medicine and will see 
jobs slashed across the entire uni-
versity. NTEU estimates that 638 
full time equivalent positions are 
threatened; 638 workers, probably 
more, will have their livelihoods 
destroyed. 230 workers came to 
the NTEU meeting to organise the 
campaign to protest against man-
agement and reverse their decision 
to destroy the university.

The most revolutionary thing 
one can do today is defend the dis-
ciplines. Once upon a time it was 

possible to say that one disagreed 
with, say, the School of Philosophy 
at Melbourne University. Now, 
there is nothing to disagree with, 
because there’s no School left. A 
typical Australian university now 
has no Departments, just a ‘Hub’ 
with two people left over from a 
traumatic spill-and-fi ll. Students 
are left with less choice and a bleak 
future. Staff  workplace relations 
decline and become cesspits of 
competition and confl ict.

In a worrying trend, biosecu-
rity and weapons technology are 
increasingly the only areas that see 
funding and growth.

THE COMMUNIST 
UNIVERSITY

By contrast, China shows what 
happens when a government 
remains committed to expanding 
the education system, commensu-
rate with the size of the population. 
China has built a genuinely social-
ised system of education, taking 
a sober, calm, rational approach. 
The university is responsible to 
society, and society supports the 
universities. 

Universities are also democra-
tised, as part of the larger system of 
socialist democracy and account-
ability in China. The Chinese 
university is about free speech, 
democracy, freedom, student and 
staff  expression. It’s where China’s 
bright youth come together to 
mould the future of socialist China. 
All students must study at least two 
compulsory subjects on Marxism. 
All staff  and students have canteens, 
and accommodation. The univer-
sity Party leadership is responsible 
to staff  and students. Any breach 
of responsibility will incur strict 
punishment. 

Meanwhile, ANU sets police 
on the Palestine protesters and 
is now attempting to ban poster-
ing on campus. ANU leadership 
knows no shame. This is appalling 
anti-student behaviour that ought 
to be mercilessly punished by the 
government and the people.

At this point in history, social-
ism is not an alternative, its a 
necessity. Labor has shown it is 
completely incapable of fixing 
higher education. The Liberals may 
be worse, but then again it seems 
Labor has been doing the kind of 
damage nobody could previously 
imagine. The Communist uni-
versity is a horizon that is much 
more sober, sensible, realistic and 
achievable. It would put an end 
to the irrational madness, all this 
capitalist surrealism.

Communist Party of Australia

Head Offi ce (Sydney)
74 Buckingham St,
Surry Hills, NSW 2010
phone: 02 9699 8844
email: info@cpa.org.au

General Secretary
Andrew Irving
andrew@cpa.org.au

Party President
Vinnie Molina
president@cpa.org.au

Media  guardian@cpa.org.au
amr@cpa.org.au

www.cpa.org.au      cpa@cpa.org.au
 Canberra act@cpa.org.au PO Box 35 Dickson ACT 2602

 Darwin Vinnie Molina darwin@cpa.org.au 0419 812 872

 Melbourne  Andrew Irving cpavic@cpa.org.au
Box 3 Trades Hall, Lygon St, Carlton Sth, Vic 3053

 NSW State Comm Christian Goopy nsw@cpa.org.au 02 9699 8844 

  74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

 Perth  Elly Hulm perth@cpa.org.au 0421 113 343
PO Box 98, North Perth, WA 6906

 Qld State Comm  0499 476 540 qld@cpa.org.au

 SA State Comm  sa@cpa.org.au 0411 805 356 PO Box 56, Royal Park, SA 5014

 Tasmania Andrew Irving tas@cpa.org.au 03 9639 1550

University rankings plummet: 
capitalist destruction

Australia plummets, China soars

South China University of Technology south campus. (CC0)

SCHOOLS: ALBANESE 
‘LOCKS IN A DECADE OF INEQUALITY’

The introduction of school funding legislation into Par-
liament shows that the Albanese government does not 
understand the reality on the ground of their failed school 
funding negotiations and the impact that this is having 
on the wellbeing and morale of teachers and students in 
public schools.

“While we welcome legislative moves to lock in a fl oor for the 
Commonwealth share of the Schooling Resource Standard (SRS), 
it is beyond belief that the Albanese government is setting this 
fl oor at the previous Coalition government’s 20 per cent cap,” said 
Correna Haythorpe, Federal President of the Australian Education 
Union (AEU).

With stalled school funding negotiations for the vast majority 
of states and one territory, the introduction of legislation into Par-
liament by the Albanese government is premature.

There are a number of key issues:
The setting of a fl oor is critically important to future-proof the 

Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) against federal governments 
who are motivated to reduce public school funding.

A fl oor of 20 per cent is not good enough. It sets the fl oor at 
the Coalition government’s cap instead of the full 25 per cent that 
is needed.

The government needs to answer the question about what the 
regulations currently allow them to do in terms of delivering fund-
ing to the NT, WA, and TAS. Is legislation really needed right now?

The fl oor should not be set until all states and territories have 
signed bilateral agreements, then a true fl oor can be set, rather than 
cementing in the previous government’s position.

The legislation is silent on the 4 per cent depreciation tax and 
its removal from school funding agreements.

A ten year agreement locks in a decade of inequality for the next 
generation of young Australians.

“There has been no genuine opportunity for consultation on 
this draft legislation. Further, we have the astonishing situation 
whereby NSW, VIC, SA, QLD, and the ACT have been told that they 
will receive status quo funding for next year, therefore no additional 
money for these states,” continued Haythorpe.

“This can only be viewed as a cynical political move against 
states that have held fi rm for a full 100 per cent SRS on behalf of 
their public schools. This approach entrenches inequality for the 
students, teachers and families of these jurisdictions.

“There is an urgent need for the Albanese government to show 
leadership and return to the negotiating table with a “better and 
fairer” school funding off er for states and territories.”
Australian Education Union 


