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Israel’s ethnic cleansing

William Briggs

There have been 1,500 deaths
in northern Gaza in the last
month alone. The warnings of
ethnic cleansing in the north
have been proven to be a ter-
rible fact. Brigadier General
Itzak Cohen, said that “there
is no intention of allowing
the residents of the northern
Gaza Strip to return to their
homes.”

He also said that aid would
continue to enter the south but not
the north. The reason being that
there are “no more civilians left.”

This statement was made
before Netanyahu announced the
sacking of his defence minister,
Yoav Gallant in favour of the right-
wing extremist, Israel Katz. This
appointment shifts the regime even
further to the right and strengthens
Netanyahu’s position. Gallant was
bad news for Palestinians.

Gallant has described Pales-
tinians as “human animals.” He
threatened to return Lebanon to
the “stone age.” He has overseen
an invasion that has left more
than 43,000 dead Palestinians and
rubble where once stood homes,
schools, and hospitals. He has been
described as a more “moderate”
figure than Katz.

Katz has long been a vitriolic
enemy of the Palestinians and of the
right to a Palestinian state. In 2011,
he called for Israel to sever relations
with the Palestinian Authority.
He was later instrumental in the
push to defund UNRWA and was
a prominent supporter of the bill
that has outlawed the relief agency
and blocked aid from reaching
northern Gaza.

It was Katz who made the dec-
laration that UN Secretary-General
Guterres was persona non grata
and who produced a photo-shopped
image of Guterres kneeling in front
of Iranian Ayatollah Ali Khomeini.

In August Katz called for the
eviction of Palestinians from the
West Bank!

In 2022, in a speech to the
Knesset, he said that “yesterday I
warned the Arab students, who are
flying Palestine flags at universities:

The Workers’ Wee

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA We acknowledge the sovereignty of the First Peoples of Australia.

Remember 1948. Remember
our independence war and your
Nakba, don’t stretch the rope too
much. If you don’t calm down,
we'll teach you a lesson that won’t
be forgotten.”

Immediately after his appoint-
ment as defence minister, came the
Trump victory. He declared that
“together, the United States and
Israel will strengthen the US-Israel
alliance, bring back the hostages,
and stand firm to defeat the axis of
evil led by Iran.”

Trump has made it clear that he
expects Netanyahu to be able to get
the “job done” and that he should
be given every support in this.

During the previous Trump
administration the US embassy was
moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.
US aid to Palestine and UNRWA
was cut. Israeli “sovereignty” over

the occupied Syrian Golan Heights
was recognised. A blind eye was
turned to the expansion of illegal
settlements in the occupied West
Bank.

Gaza has been cut in two. The
north has been effectively cleared
of its population. The massacres
in Gaza continue. Dozens die on
an almost daily basis in Lebanon.
Homes, shelters, hospitals, schools,
in Gaza and increasingly in Leba-
non, are bombed.

UN 2024 NAKBA
COMMEMORATION

The Nakba of 1948 and today’s
Nakba in Gaza are not two separate
events, the Chair of the United
Nations Palestinian Rights Commit-
tee told a special event at UN Head-
quarters in New York, stressing the
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need for an immediate ceasefire in
the Strip and to achieve Statehood
for Palestinians.

“Today, we again commemo-
rate the events of 1948 and sub-
sequent years, which led to the
dispossession and displacement of
approximately 750,000 Palestin-
ians from their ancestral lands,”
said Cheikh Niang (Senegal), Chair
of the United Nations Committee
on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People,
as he opened a panel discussion
titled “1948-2024: The Ongoing
Palestinian Nakba.”

After the atrocities commit-
ted by Hamas and other militant
groups on 7 October 2023, “the
Israeli response was and continues
to be disproportionate and indis-
criminate,” he said, asserting that
“breaches of norms by one group
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do not excuse breaches of interna-
tional law and norms by another.”

Between 1948 and 2024, Israel
continued its illegal actions. “The
Nakba, thus, is an ongoing process
affecting the Palestinian people
over generations.”

The State of Palestine has
recently been officially recognised
by all Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) member countries
— an example to follow, he said.
The international community —
Member States and civil society
alike — must redouble efforts to
end the occupation and this ongo-
ing Nakba, he stressed, and finally
realise the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, including to self-
determination and independence
as well as a just resolution to the
plight of Palestine refugees.

Continued on page 2

In August Katz called for the eviction
of Palestinians from the West Bank!

The Guardian

Union royal
witch hunts

Trump and

the global reality

has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast” or use the QR code




2 18 November 2024

Guardian

Issue 2125 18 November 2024

Lessons for Labor

Trump’s victory should have Albanese terrified.

Harris and the Democrats tried to run an election
campaign based on insubstantial rhetoric about the
“promise of America.” The election campaign was
based on attacking Trump. He’s a felon, a racist, a
demagogue, a threat to women. The Democrats tried
this campaign, and they lost.

The Democrats have resorted to two main cop-
ing mechanisms following their defeat. First, there’s
the blame game. Muslims and Arab Americans are
to blame, or the pro-Palestine movement, or the
Latino community, or African American men. If the
Democrats practiced some self-awareness, perhaps
they would see that doing very little to support these
communities, then scapegoating them the instant they
lose might not be a great way to win their favour.

The second coping mechanism has been to focus
on small victories, such as the election of some di-
verse faces among the Democrats. The first Korean
American Senator and openly trans congresswoman
have been elected alongside, for the first time, two
African American women in the Senate at once! Take
into account that the four Democrats in question have
a long history of dogged defence for Israel and enthu-
siastic support for the expansion of US imperialism
and it becomes clear that even this silver lining isn’t
much in the way of hope.

This is the lesson which needs to be learned. Harris
and the Democrats took for granted that the progres-
sives and minority communities they usually rely on
would vote for them just to vote against Trump. In the
meantime, they tried to outcompete the Republicans
on matters such as immigration. Progressive voters
refused to endorse a supporter of genocide who sent
out the police to beat down their protests. Minority
communities became disillusioned by a lack of sub-
stantial action to address their pressing concerns.
Right-wing voters were never going to vote for the
Democrats anyway, let alone a woman of colour.

The working-class more broadly saw appeal in
Trump’s rhetoric around material cost-of-living con-
cerns. The Republicans will do nothing but worsen
the conditions for working people, but the Democrats
offered little more than the status quo in response.

Albanese and federal Labor need to learn this les-
son. Dutton, just like Trump, is the greater evil. That
alone will not allow Labor to win in 2025. Australians
have seen Labor fail to take substantial action to ad-
dress the cost-of-living and the housing crises. They
have seen Albanese and Penny Wong respond to cam-
paigners against Israel’s genocide with little more than
condescension. They have seen Labor declare war on
workers through their attacks on the CFMEU, which
have already lost Labor support from key unions. They
have seen Labor’s two-faced usage of environmental-
ist messaging at the same time as their support for
the expansion of coal and gas. They have seen the
same old neoliberal scheme which pours billions into
arms manufacturing and warmongering while saying
there isn’t enough to help anyone else. They have seen
Labor backflip on gambling regulations that one of
their own MPs fought for to the death. They have seen
Labor abandon First Nations peoples, cut disability
funding, and turn even the bare minimum of support
for LGBT+ Australians into a scandal.

Voters have seen Labor fail to deliver, except when
it comes to AUKUS and their corporate friends.

Trump and Dutton have appeal because people are
desperately searching for an alternative. But they have
nothing to offer other than more extreme repression.
Fundamentally, Labor and the Coalition, just like the
Democrats and the Republicans, advocate the same
class interests. This means, regardless of who loses
the election, corporations win. If Labor wants to keep
hold of power, they must earn working-class support.
Harris’ failure shows that simply being the lesser evil
is not enough to win the election.
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Statement of
solidarity with Cuba

Strengthen the struggle
against the imperialist block-
ade of Cuba, increase the
solidarity.

As a result of the imperialist
blockade of the sanctions imposed
by the USA, amongst them the
inclusion in the list of State Spon-
sors of Terrorism, the Cuban people
face today great difficulties, one of
them the instability of the electri-
cal grid, that is causing blackouts
in a crucial time, as is the hurri-
cane season in the Caribbean that
requires the maximum effort of the
civilian protection services.

The blackouts are exploited by
US imperialism, which attempts to
provoke the economic strangulation

of Cuba, at great suffering and cost
for its people. Due to this, in the
last years they have intensified the
measures and the sanctions to pre-
vent Cuba from obtaining the nec-
essary fuel to generate electricity.
We express our full support for
the efforts of the leadership of the
Cuban Revolution and of the Cuban
people to overcome the difficulties.
The workers’ and communist
parties confirm our solidarity with
the people, the Cuban Revolution
and the Communist Party of Cuba.
We demand the lifting of the
criminal imperialist blockade, which
clearly seeks to suffocate Cuba.
We demand the withdrawal of

Cuba from the spurious List of State
Sponsors of Terrorism.

We condemn the sanctions
from the USA, the cruel measures
both from the Trump and the
Biden administrations that have
aggravated the blockade.

We express our solidarity in
face of the damages caused by hur-
ricane “Oscar.”

Cuba is not alone, Cuba will
prevail.

Statement signed so far by 38
communist and workers’ parties
including the Communist Party of
Australia. &

Nurses campaign for a

More than 60,000 public sector nurses and
mid-wives took to the streets around Australia
for the second time in a month on Wednesday
13 November calling for justified and neces-
sary improvements to help rebuild the state’s
public health services.

As part of these improvements, they are demand-
ing a 15 per cent pay increase, plus superannuation,
for all nurses and midwives from 1 July 2024.

The NSW Nurses and Midwives Association high-
lights the high levels of exhaustion and a decade of
wage suppression, coupled with rising cost-of-living
pressures, that have taken a considerable toll on the
nursing and midwifery workforce across the state.

The union says that as the largest healthcare
workforce, it is essential to look at the investment
needed to sustain our nursing and midwifery pro-
fessions into the future. The viability of the health

Enabling nurses and midwives to achieve and
maintain a healthy work-life balance would deliver
enormous benefit to both the system and patient
outcomes. It will also help retain the knowledge and
skills of experienced nurses and midwives, and leave
a lasting effect on care.

It’s time to recognise the important contribu-
tion nurses and midwives make. This can be done
by paying them a decent and deserving wage. NSW
nurses and midwives deserve more in 2024.

“After weeks of negotiations, the state government
is not willing to put any new money on the table to
pay you fairly for the work nurses and midwives do,”
says the union. “Not only does it not have a solution to
address the interstate pay and gender pay disparities,
but it is also actively trying to silence us.

“It is clear the NSW government thinks we're
worth only 3 per cent per annum for three years.

system depends on it.

Shame on them.”
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Israel’s ethnic cleansing

Continued from page 1

Also addressing the event was
Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observ-
er of the State of Palestine, who
said that “the Nakba encompasses
both a personal tragedy for every
Palestinian family and a collective
deed” — in which most of an entire
nation was uprooted overnight
from its ancestral land while the
rest were treated like strangers in
their own country.

“The Nakba is an enterprise of
displacement and replacement of
people that continues to this very
day,” he observed, adding that it
took 75 years for the UN to recog-
nise and commemorate it.

Today, the people in Gaza are
besieged, bombed and starved

with the aim of their destruction
or removal, he said. The Israeli
government no longer hides its true
intentions of “a second Nakba,”
leaving the Palestinians with three
options: displacement, subjugation,
or death — in other words, ethnic
cleansing, apartheid, or genocide,
he warned.

However, there is now univer-
sal recognition of the Palestinian
people, and soon, it will be matched
by universal recognition of the Pal-
estinian State, he said.

There is a global consensus to
end the Israeli occupation, fulfil Pal-
estinian rights, and have two States
— Palestine and Israel — living side
by side. “It is time for accountability
and justice so freedom and peace

can be achieved,” he declared, com-
mending the brave students from
the United States and all corners
of the globe who give voice to the
Palestinian cause.

The Committee then heard a
series of poems by Zeina Azzam,
a Palestinian-United States writer,
poet, editor and community activ-
ist, which explored themes of war,
displacement and the experiences
of refugees and immigrants.

She said one poem, “Write
My Name,” was written after she
learned that some parents in Gaza
resorted to writing their children’s
names on their legs to help identify
them should they be killed. &
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‘“Homeland” is written in blood

Free Palestine and Lebanon rally Forrest Place Perth - 10 November

Richard Titelius

On a sunny November day in
Perth, Friends of Palestine
WA (FOPWA) held a rally to
protest the continued slaugh-
ter of Palestinians in Gaza by
Israel which is supported by
the US, Australia and a small
number of other countries
around the world loyal to
Israel and the US.

The Chair of FOPWA, Nick
Everett, said since the last rally
there had been two significant
developments in the fight against
Israeli occupation and ongoing
bombing of Palestine, and more
recently Lebanon.

The first is that the Knesset,
Israel’s parliament voted to ban
United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA) effectively
declaring it a terrorist organisation,
even though millions of Palestin-
ians rely on the aid it provides for
their survival. Israel has said it
will provide aid through its own
agencies.

The second is the victory of
Republican Party nominee Donald
Trump in the US Presidential
race, which was an opportunity
for Trump to renew his friend-
ship with fellow far-right traveller
Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu.

The first speaker was spoken
word poet Hannah Magar who
rapped about some of the recent

events in Palestine: History will
remember the actions of Israel
as genocide; fathers and mothers
watch helplessly as their children
die of starvation; it has been 400
days since the genocide started
and the end is not in sight; Prime
Minister Albanese, what more will
it take for you to withdraw your
support for Israel?; Israel and its
false narrative of being allowed to
kill whoever it wants whenever it
wants; this has never been about
self-defence; it has always been
about taking land from the Pales-
tinian people.

The next speaker, Mustafa
Saabi, Chairman of the Palestinian
Community of WA, spoke of the
destruction and suffering occurring
in Northern Gaza, with 65 per cent
of structures having been reduced
to rubble.

Over 43,000 Palestinians have
been killed since 7 October 2023,
through the actions of the Israeli
Defence Forces. In the ongoing
air attacks occurring in Lebanon,
they are told they must leave their
homes and go elsewhere which is
also not safe. Our connection to our
homeland is written in our blood
said Saabi.

The next speaker was Hiba of
Advocacy Network of Palestine
said the state of Israel had been
using disinformation to try to stop
criticisms of its actions. Hiba said
that Israel had also increased its
attacks on UN staff and installations
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including in Lebanon and declared
UNRWA a terrorist organisation.

Are Palestinian lives consid-
ered disposable which is why the
world refuses to act? The sounds of
laughter are replaced by the sounds
of mayhem and destruction at the
hands of Israel.

Dr Christopher Crouch from the
Independent and Peaceful Australia
Network (IPAN) and Stop AUKUS
was the next speaker who sought
to frame the struggle in Australia
to resist AUKUS with that of the
support in Australia for Palestine.

Crouch pointed out from ban-
ners in the crowd that the struggle
of Palestine had been taken to all
corners of Australian society. The

push back against the AUKUS
military deal is also going out into
many corners of Australian society.

We can push back, said Crouch.
We push back against US imperi-
alism which is behind the brazen
genocidal actions of Israel against
the Palestinian people and in Aus-
tralia compromises our sovereignty
by embedding us within the US
military to have US military bases
and listening stations at Pine Gap,
Kojarena, Harold Holt, and Darwin.
No one is free while ever there are
people in the world who are being
oppressed.

The last speaker was Ella from
Students for Palestine who spoke
out against the increasing attacks

on freedom of speech in universi-
ties and the insidious surveillance
which is stretching even into
students’ social media accounts.
Universities are weaponising anti-
semitism against the students who
speak up against what is happening
in Palestine.

The 300 protesters marched
around the CBD of Perth to take
their message of resistance to the
Sunday Christmas shoppers who
had packed the city. The Commu-
nist Party of Australia supports
the resistance of Palestine to the
colonial oppression by the Zionist
state of Israel which is backed by
US imperialism and its compliant
and willing partner Australia. @&

Denis Doherty

The vacant land left over from the Westconnex
(a massive underground road construction)
owned by the NSW state government on the
corner of Mallett Street and Parramatta Road
Sydney, has been handed over to private devel-
opers for the construction of private dwellings.
The move makes no sense for a state suffering
from a housing crisis, amid an urban homeless-
ness problem which is increasing by 13 per cent
per year. On top of that the NSW government
promised that it would devote a third of state
land to social or affordable housing.

The private sector engages in ‘land banking’ where
they leave land vacant till it increases in value then
they begin to build. This site near to the city, educa-
tion, and medical facilities is very valuable. Sites like
these should be utilised for the greater good. We call
for public housing at this location.

Build public housing here!

The Hands off Glebe group decided to take action
and called for a demonstration to put pressure on the
NSW government and its housing minister to vary the
conditions relating to Mallett Street by holding a picnic
on the footpath alongside the vacant land. A ten-metre
cloth was attached to the fence and the words “Build
Public Housing Here” were painted on it. The banner
was positioned alongside a bus stop and traffic lights
and was clearly visible to many hundreds of people as
they passed along busy Parramatta Road.

Hands off Glebe was joined by the two local Greens
MPs Kobi Shetty Member for Balmain and Jenny Leong
spokesperson for the Greens on housing and Member
for Newtown. The Greens brought a banner saying,
“Stop Labor giving this land to private developers,
Public Housing on Public Land.” A series of speeches
concluded the demonstration. This event has launched
the campaign to vary the government’s stance on the
Mallett Street land. &

A parliamentary report into
consultancy firms has rein-
forced how crucial it is for
public sector work to stay
in the hands of public sec-
tor workers, according to the
Community and Public Sector
Union (CPSU).

The inquiry first started when
it was revealed that individuals
at private consultancy firm PwC
leaked confidential information
obtained while undertaking govern-
ment work, to benefit other clients
of the firm.

The CPSU has long highlighted
the integrity risks posed by out-
sourcing to consultants and their
negative impact on the Austral-
ian Public Service capability and
capacity. The PwC scandal exposed
the serious issues surrounding the
relationship between government
and consulting firms.

The CPSU is particularly pleased
to see the report recommend:
« Strengthening whistleblower
protections by ensuring greater
alignment of whistleblower
protection laws across the
public and private sectors;
considering greater support
for whistleblowers such as
a Whistleblower Protection
Authority (covering both the
public and private sectors)
and access to civil remedies
and financial compensation;
and applying whistleblower
protections to large audit,
accounting and consulting
firms.
The Australian government
exclude PwC or any of its
related entities to tender for
government work until the
completion of all ongoing
investigations.

« Consulting firms undertaking
government work be required
to make a declaration if subject
to supervised remediation
whilst undertaking
government work, and the
exact terms of such supervised
remediation.
Creating a consultancy code
and associated compliance
body within government
that will register individual
consultants and have
graduated registration
requirements for firms based
on firm size. Government
entities, including Corporate
Commonwealth Entities,
should be required to only
engage consultancies who are
members of this body.
« The Department of Finance
consider further mechanisms
in procurement on consulting

Keep public work in public hands

to reduce domination of the
Big 4 firms.

While the report makes impor-
tant recommendations, the CPSU
believes it falls short by not
requiring companies to first meet
their tax obligations in Australia
before being awarded government
contracts.

CPSU National Secretary Melis-
sa Donnelly said, “The reason this
inquiry exists at all, is because of
the inability of the private sector
to do government work without
putting their own profit motives
ahead of Australians.

“This is the second Parliamen-
tary report this year that has exam-
ined the wide range of issues that
arise when you give public sector
work to a for-profit business.

“The CPSU commends the work
of the Committee in making some
much needed recommendations

such as the strengthening of
whistleblower protections across
both the public and private sectors
and an increased regulatory frame-
work across audit, accounting and
consultancies.

“However, an opportunity was
missed to recommend that any
companies receiving government
contracts be required to firstly
meet their tax obligations here in
Australia.

“It must be said that these pri-
vate companies will always have a
profit motive, which means they will
always fall short when it comes to
meeting public service standards
because they are not operating to
service the public. They are operat-
ing to service profit margins.

“The solution here is simple
— keep public sector work in the
hands of public sector workers.” &
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Union royal
witch

There have been three Royal Commissions
that were aimed firstly at building unions.
The first of these Royal witch hunts was in
Victoria, into the militant Builders Labour-
ers Federation in the early 1980s. This was
part of the process leading to the deregistra-
tion of the BLF, a Special Operations raid by
police in riot gear and seizure of its assets.

In 1992, the Gyles Royal Commission in NSW
failed to find evidence of alleged union violence. The
Commission revealed the employment of criminals to
stand over workers by several major employers and
use of gangsters to infiltrate the workforce as sham
unionists and intimidate union delegates.

It could not find any evidence of widespread or
serious corruption relating to the unions, but this
did not stop it recommending the deregistration of
the Building Workers Industrial Union — essentially
for standing up and protecting the rights of its mem-
bers against the intimidation. (The Building Workers
Industrial Union WIU merged with other unions to
become the CFMEU.)

The Cole Royal Commission, set up by the then
Minister for Workplace Relations Tony Abbott in 2001,
paved the way for the establishment of the construc-
tion industry policing body, the Australian Building
and Construction Commission (ABCC).

The Commission made little attempt to disguise
its aims, with 97 per cent of its time spent listening
to allegations against unions and the unions given
almost no space to refute them, let alone put the record
straight about employer corruption and illegal conduct.

The Commission was more interested in delving
into union affairs. The media had a field day running
unsubstantiated muck across the front pages with the
unions denied any semblance of justice. When alle-
gations were disproved, they didn’t make the front
page, if any page at all.

The aim of any Commission or inquiry will be no
different to those of the past — destroy the union, in
this case the Construction Division of the CFMEU.

The real issue is the future of trade unionism
in Australia. Individual workers have no power to
defend themselves in the workplace. They are at the
total mercy of unscrupulous bosses and in the case of
the building industry, criminals, gangsters and other
stand-over merchants. Their power lies in unity with
other workers.

It extends beyond the workplace to fighting for
and defending health care, public education, public
transport, public housing, social security and all the
other social and economic gains we tend to take for
granted. The ABCC was also an attack on basic demo-
cratic rights which include trade unionism.

The stronger, militant unions are the biggest bar-
rier to employer dreams of union-free workplaces, of
a life without unions, and the government/big busi-
ness agenda of destroying the social security system
and public sector.

It is class war that is being waged by the govern-
ment, media, and employers. It is people versus profits.
The battle to protect the CFMEU and other trade unions
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affects all working people, all students, pensioners,
unemployed, and vulnerable in the community.
The Communist Party of Australia is standing
by the CFMEU and other trade unions under attack.
The unions cannot win it on their own. The attack
on the CFMEU is an attack on all of us and it requires
the broadest movement possible to defeat it.

CLASS HISTORY

The history of the working classes is one of strug-
gle. There is no workplace condition or entitlement
today that hasn’t been hard fought for.

Superannuation, long service leave, an eight-hour
day, rostered days off, paid holiday leave, workers’
compensation, paid sick leave, accident insurance,
and pay rises were not given to workers by gener-
ous bosses.

Instead, workers united around these causes,
put their pay packets and jobs on the line and fought
with strikes and demonstrations to secure justice in
the workplace.

It is a historic fact that each of these victories by
the working class was fought against with the fury of
a war by employers, big business, and conservative
political forces. The employers’ cry “we’ll all be ruined
before the year is out.” And that was and remains the
big lie that business pushes.

Despite dire predictions, 70 years after the 40-hour
working week became law, it’s never been a better
time to be big business while workers are fighting a
rear-guard battle to defend even the right to a decent
day’s pay.

Today we have the obscenity of corporation after
corporation in Australia hitting record profits while
the employers’ servant, the Albanese government, is
carrying out a vicious offensive against the organised
labour using the state machine.

DRIVING WAGES DOWN

There is in Australia a conga-line of corporations
that have no moral compass when it comes to work-
ers’ safety, job security, and rights.

Their bottom line is that everything — including
humanity and dignity and human life itself cost too
much.

Unions are fighting a concerted bid by business
to drive wages down. They are doing this by offering
individual contracts, using labour hire, casualisation,
and sham contracting. Not only does this reduce the
cost to business, it means ordinary workers are car-
rying the risks that come with the undermining of
health and safety.

Across the world there is a desire and a momentum
for change coming from the working classes. Nations
are still reeling from the global financial crisis created
by corporate greed and corruption and the ongoing
crisis of the capitalist system as a whole.

The bonus system is still operating on Wall Street
and trillions of dollars has been spent propping up
the capitalist structure with corporate welfare via
compliant governments. &
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ExxonMobil is using Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS)
in an Energy Charter Treaty (ECT) to sue the Netherlands
over the early shutdown of gas production in the Groningen
province. The claim has been made despite the fact that the
Netherlands and other EU countries have withdrawn from the
treaty. ExxonMobil is a US company, but the investment was
made through a Belgian subsidiary, taking advantage of the
fact that the withdrawal does not take effect until September
2025. Filed with the International Centre for the Settlement of
Investment Disputes (ICSID), the lawsuit could result in billions
of euros in compensation claims.

ExxonMobil has been extracting gas from Groningen for dec-
ades, causing seismic activity that has damaged homes and
infrastructure. In response, the Dutch government decided
to accelerate the closure of the field, originally set for 2030,
in order to protect public safety. While this move aligns with
broader climate goals, it directly conflicts with ExxonMobil’'s
financial interests. The company argues that the decision
violates its investment rights under the ECT, which protects for-
eign investments in the energy sector, including the right to sue
governments over policies that harm profits.

The ECT allows corporations like ExxonMobil to use ISDS
to bypass national courts. This mechanism has come under
growing scrutiny as companies use it to block or weaken cli-
mate policies, prompting the withdrawal of EU countries.

ExxonMobil’s lawsuit is emblematic of a larger issue: as gov-
ernments move to meet climate targets, oil and gas companies
increasingly turn to legal avenues to protect their profits.

“For sixty years, ExxonMobil has profited from gas extraction
in the Netherlands, resulting in earthquakes and damages to
homes. This has disrupted the lives of many Groningers, but
the companies that caused this damage are dodging damage
repairs. That ExxonMobil is now filing a claim for losses shows
a total lack of moral sense,” said Bart-Jaap, a senior research-
er in the Netherlands Centre for Research on Multinational
Corporations.

The rising number of compensation claims under the ECT pos-
es a growing challenge to the global transition to a low-carbon
economy. ExxonMobil’'s move is a stark reminder of how glo-
bal trade agreements can be weaponised by corporations to
safeguard profits, even at the expense of public safety and the
environment.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is Donald Trump who the most
reactionary and far-right sectors of the capitalist class have
teamed up to back as a wannabe dictator who's managed to
assemble a mass movement of contradictory forces behind
him — outright racists and misogynists along with millions of
disaffected and confused members of the working class. It's
the classic formula for fascism.

But beyond the race hatred, the anti-immigrant hostility, the
misogyny, and the homophobic/transphobic attacks, what else
motivates significant blocs of voters to go over to the fascist
side?

Georgi Dimitrov, in Against Fascism and War, notes:

“What is the source of the influence of fascism over the
masses? Fascism is able to attract the masses because it dem-
agogically appeals to their most urgent needs and demands.
Fascism not only inflames prejudices that are deeply ingrained
in the masses, but also plays upon the better sentiments of
the masses, on their sense of justice and sometimes even on
their revolutionary traditions. Fascism aims at the most unbri-
dled exploitation of the masses but it approaches them with the
most artful anti-capitalist demagogy, taking advantage of the
deep hatred of the working people against the plundering bour-
geoisie, the banks, the trusts, and financial magnates.”

Trump has spent years portraying himself as a champion of
those left out of the post-industrial economy, as a voice for
workers who saw their jobs outsourced and their communities
devastated.
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ALP: A crisis of policies
and ideology

A Como

Opposition from Labor Party
members to the AUKUS war
coalition entered into by the
Albanese government with
the US and Britain emerged
in Labor Party ranks and was
quickly suppressed by the ALP
leadership. The rank and file
unrest reflects a deep-seat-
ed and widespread dissatis-
faction and disillusionment
with the ALP among work-
ing people.

It is a crisis of political leader-
ship of the working class. It is a
crisis of the policies and ideology
of the Labor Party which have been
followed by many trade unions.

Disillusionment, frustration,
and anger will intensify as the
leadership of the Labor Party dis-
tances itself more and more from
the interests of the working class
and the trade unions.

The present-day disillusionment
(there have been previous periods
of dissatisfaction with Labor — the
actions of Labor governments
during the 1930s’ depression, for
example) commenced with the
adoption of economic rationalist
policies by the Hawke/Keating
governments of the 1980s and ’9os.

The Labor Party adopted the
so-called “competition policy.” Its
main aim was to justify the breaking
up and privatisation of public enter-
prises. Since then the privatisation
of publicly owned enterprises and
institutions has been pushed by
the Coalition Howard government
and by both Liberal and Labor state
governments.

As public ownership went, so
did the social charters that were
associated with public enterpris-
es. Profits came first — not social
responsibilities and commitments.

Private ownership was crowned
king and the ALP doffed its cap to
the corporations. Not even those
public enterprises that had been
created by the Labor Party years
before, were defended.

Many other consequences
flowed from the adoption of eco-
nomic rationalist policies. Instead
of technology leading to shorter
working days and other benefits
for workers it became accepted that
technology was sufficient reason for
the number of workers employed to
be substantially reduced. Support
for a reduction in working hours
was abandoned.

Tens of thousands were sacked
and hours of work rose substan-
tially. The argument that employers
had to cut costs, despite enormous
profits, was accepted. The Howard
government scuttled the centralised
system of legally binding awards
and introduced individual work
contracts along with widespread
casualisation.

All these measures are means
by which employers reduce costs,
and at the same time, reduce the
living standards of workers.

Labor joined the Coalition in
implementing policies of contract-
ing out, casualisation of the work-
force, privatisation, the winding
back of Medicare and the promo-
tion of private health insurance,
butting back of public housing,
the transfer of state school funds
to private schools, and cuts to uni-
versity funding.

It is in these circumstances
that the perception grew that there
is little difference between the

Labor Party and the Liberal Party.
It is true, they are both parties of
the ruling class. With this disillu-
sionment came the search for an
alternative.

The fact that many trade union
leaders failed to contest the poli-
cies and arguments being advanced
by the leaders of the Labor Party
resulted in widespread disillusion-
ment among workers with trade
unions as well.

There was an all-too-ready
acceptance of the policies and argu-
ments put forward by the Labor
Party and the employers that are
behind the present political and
economic crisis.

The accumulated bad results
of these policies for the working
people are now being expressed
as disillusionment in the Labor
Party and the welcome search for
an alternative.

But the solution is not to be
found in mere organisational meas-
ures but in the adoption of working
class policies and ideology.

Disillusionment up to now has
been expressed in one election
after another as the primary votes
for both the Labor Party and the
Liberal Party have declined and
those of some of the smaller par-
ties have risen.

Working people require honest
representation and policies that
will look after their interests.
Anti-worker policies and sham
arguments that have had such bad
consequences for working people
need to be rejected.

For its part, the Communist
Party supports every effort to win
support for policies that serve the
interests of the working class. Many
others, in a variety of organisa-
tions, also support and advance
such policies.

Working class policies include
support for public ownership with
social commitments, working class
democracy (which means the par-
ticipation of the working people in
all aspects of economic, social, and
political life), peaceful and humani-
tarian relations with other coun-
tries, substantial improvements
in living standards, jobs, a fully
maintained public health service,
and public education system, and
much more.

The implementation of such
policies requires the establishment
of a new type of government such
as has not been seen in Australia
before.

Such a government, closely
linked with the people’s mass move-
ments and struggles, could imple-
ment many of the policy proposals
which have been put forward by
the left and progressive political
parties, by trade unions, environ-
mental, peace, educational and
community organisations, health
and democratic rights bodies.

To be effective, we believe that
such a new type of government
would have to substantially curb
the power of the big corporations.

Such a government would
include the political representatives
of all the progressive and democrat-
ic forces, from communist and left
Labor, from trade unions and pro-
gressive community organisations,
from the Greens and environmental
organisations, from working farm-
ers, professional, and small business
circles. It would be democratic and
multi-party and answerable to the
people — the vast majority of whom
are working people.

This is not some opportunist
ploy arising from recent develop-
ments but is rooted in the historical
fact that to bring about a significant
change in direction Australia needs
a government giving priority to the
needs and interests of the working
people, to country people, to edu-
cators and professionals and those
who provide the many necessary
services required by the community.

The Communist Party would
contribute by assisting with work
on policies in cooperation with
others, working for unity, provid-
ing hard working activists, and so
on. Communists have proved to be
committed and reliable stalwarts
who are loyal to the working class.

The Communist Party has a
wide range of working class policies.
It is a working class party. Those
who are committed to the imme-
diate and longer-term interests of
the working class have a place in its
ranks as active members. We hope
that those who are at present look-
ing for an alternative do not limit
their perspectives and will think
seriously about joining the CPA.

In Australia, the best years for
the trade union movement were
those of the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s
when the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia had considerable influence
in the working class, in the trade
unions and the labour movement
generally. Many of the strongest
unions of those years had a com-
bined communist and left Labor
leadership.

The present CPA needs to be
much stronger and this can only
happen when working class and
other committed activists join it,
thereby extending the Party’s activi-
ties and helping in the formulation
of policies in the fields of social,
economic, political, and cultural life.

Of course, each present member
of the Labor Party, in considering
their disillusionment and what is
to be done about it, will make their
own decision.

Whatever the outcome, the CPA
will continue to respect and work
with all who have similar or identi-
cal policies on the many issues that
confront the working people of our
country. &

Join us

Too many lessons from history have been left
unlearnt. The problem is not just the leadership of
the Tweedledum-Tweedledee major parties at any
given stage. It is deeper than that. It is the cynical
control of the political process by the capitalist
ruling class. The same cynicism and manipulation
can be seen in virtually every aspect of society.
Profits surge as the cost of vital services continues
to go up. Interest rate cuts are not passed on

to families struggling to keep a roof over their
head. Corporations get huge taxpayer handouts —
ostensibly to keep jobs in Australia — but sack their
workers, anyway.

People are incensed but do not know what to do
about it. A viable alternative does not appear to be
available so an attitude of voting for the “lesser of
two evils” at election time sets in. Apathy is not a
neutral force; it actively assists the capitalist ruling
class to keep control of Australia’s very limited
democratic institutions.

A new political force uniting left and progressive
parties and other organisations with a clear pro-
people agenda is needed urgently. The Communist
Party is convinced of the centrality of this task and is
working hard towards that end. But the message is
not getting out far enough and the process is far too
slow.

The membership and resources of the Party need
to be built substantially to ensure the success of
a coherent, genuine alternative to the disastrous
political course the country is currently headed
down.

The best thing angry workers can do about the
present very parlous state of the economy and the
political scene is not to hurl cheap insults about the
Prime Minister and the ALP. The most constructive
thing a worker could do to build the political
alternative and, ultimately, a more just society is to
join the Communist Party.




6 18 November 2024

Marcus Browning

“The United States is a Pacif-
ic power, and we are here
to stay,” said US President
Obama during his visit to Aus-
tralia in 2011 as he announced
the stationing of 2,500 US
Marines in Darwin; more vis-
its by US ships and aircraft to
Australia; greater US access
to Australian military bases;
more joint military exercises;
and storage of more US mili-
tary equipment in Austral-
ia. Obama followed that up
the following January when
he announced the US policy
which has brought war to Aus-
tralia’s doorstep.
The policy laid out in Sustaining
US Global Leadership: Priorities
for the 21st Century Defence out-
lines a “historic shift” in which the
US will maintain its military pres-
ence in the Middle East and Europe
but will now give priority to Asia,
the Pacific, and the Indian Ocean.
As more US ships, aircraft and
troops come to Australian military
facilities, the level of Australian mil-
itary integration with the aggressive
and destabilising US government
has risen, further undermining Aus-
tralia’s independence and security.
Over 160 years ago, Karl Marx
predicted that the Pacific Ocean —
“the great waterway of commerce”
—would serve as “the centre of grav-
ity of world commerce,” playing the
same role as the Atlantic did in his
century and the Mediterranean in
Roman times. Marx’s comments
captured the essence of the sig-
nificant shift in global political
economy that we are witnessing
today, with increased trade and
investment across the Pacific basin.
The central US goal is control

of the planet; the power to install
governments subservient to its
demands; power to privatise and
deregulate the economies of every
nation in the world; the power to
inflict on peoples everywhere “free
market” corporate capitalism. US
supremacy will be only be assured
by preventing the emergence of any
other potentially competing power
or government independent of its
control.

This doctrine places China at
the centre of US “security” con-
cerns and prioritises expansion of
US war-making capacities in Asia
and the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
This means greater involvement of
Australia, Japan, South Korea, the
Philippines, and India as the US
“pivots” from Iraq and Afghani-
stan to the heartland of the 21st
Century global economy, Asia and
the Pacific.

The US strategy is to first exag-
gerate the level of China’s present
military build-up; to encircle China
through the acquisition of military
bases in the Asian-Pacific region;
to establish anti-Chinese alliances;
and to deploy missile systems near
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The origins of AUKUS

A US Air Force Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor prepares to receive fuel above air force base Tindal, Northern
Territory. Photo: Robert Sullivan — flickr.com (CCO0)

China. Australia is assisting with
the supply of uranium.

US armaments companies are
facilitating India’s military expan-
sion, especially space development,
through an aggressive move into
South Asian markets to supple-
ment reductions in their Pentagon
contracts.

The Sustaining US Global
Leadership strategy includes a focus
on Iran, clearly intended to ensure
that Tehran cannot jeopardise the
West’s neo-colonial control of the
Middle East and its oil which is
so essential to its economies and
militaries.

China’s military expansion is

actually small compared to the US
military. Australia’s intelligence
community has stated that China’s
current limited military build-up
is not a threat to Australia. Rather
it is China’s response to the huge
US military expansion in the Asia-
Pacific region.

China and Iran are the primary
targets of weapons systems to be
developed; of expanded US military
alliances, bases, access agreements
and an increased tempo of military
exercises; as well as advanced cyber
and space war capabilities.

Despite the fact that China’s
military budget is less than one
tenth that of the US, China is

providing the “enemy” the US mil-
itary-industrial complex requires.

Preparing for war with China
provides additional super profits
for the US armaments corporations.
It will be the primary justification
for the acquisition of these costly
new weapons systems.

The expansion of “missile
defence” systems in Australia,
Japan, South Korea, and on US
military platforms near China is
intended to assist with these plans.
It will actually create more regional
tension and instability, increasing
the possibility of war.

The US is engaged in an exten-
sive build-up of military forces as

part of a strategy to strengthen and
position US and allied forces to con-
tain or even militarily defeat China.
Victory from these efforts would
give the US its major economic goal
of securing the natural resources,
cheap labour and increasing pro-
ductive strength of the region for
the US transnationals.

Liberal and Labor governments
have been obediently trotting after
the US, with a bloated “defence”
budget.

A 21st century US-China cold
war catastrophe must not be
allowed to happen. &

Can Qld block Dutton’s nuclear power stations?

Graham Holton

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton pro-
poses to build either nuclear power
plants, or small modular reactors,
on retiring coal sites in Queensland,
NSW, Victoria, South Australia, and
Western Australia. Minister Chris
Bowen said the Coalition had provid-
ed no costings nor details. “Even on
their own timetable, which is hugely
ambitious, they couldn’t get a nuclear
Australia until 2035 or 2037.”

Last month backbenchers, led by Hunter
Valley MP Dan Repacholi, initiated the Alba-
nese government’s parliamentary inquiry into
the Opposition’s nuclear policy. The Inquiry
is due to report back by 30 April 2025, clear-
ing the way for a federal election next year.

The problem is that nuclear power gen-
eration is banned in Australia by federal
legislation: the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999;
and the Australian Radiation Protection and
Nuclear Safety Act 1998, which only allows
the research reactor at Lucas Heights, NSW.
For the LNP to build Dutton’s 7 nuclear
power stations it will need to lift this ban.

The federal Coalition said it will use
Commonwealth powers to deliver on its
nuclear promises. But this is not easy. The
federal parliament first needs to pass laws
to authorise and regulate the operation of
nuclear power plants and this requires them
to convince the federal parliament to lift the
prohibition on nuclear power.

Before a plant can be built, the LNP
government would need to find a dumping
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site for the nuclear waste and convince local
communities and train workers to allow the
handling of uranium. The federal parliament
also needs laws to regulate nuclear plants, and
this relies on constitutional powers covering
trade and commerce; corporations: external
affairs; and the territories.

The LNP says that under Section 52 of
the Constitution it can compulsorily acquire
land in any state for public purposes over
which it can exercise full and exclusive leg-
islative power. Again, this is not straight
forward. In the past administrative laws at
the federal level have been used to stymie
the construction of a nuclear waste facility.
Although the government could have put
through new legislation, it lacked the num-
bers in the Senate. In this case politics was
a stronger weapon than the law.

Dutton proposes to build nuclear plants
in Queensland at Tarong in north-west of
Brisbane and at Callide, west of Gladstone,
which Qld Premier, David Crisafulli strongly
opposes. After the Qld LNP election victory,
federal Nationals leader, David Littleproud,
said if the Coalition wins the next federal
election, he expected Queensland to fall
into line on nuclear power stations. For
this the LNP must overcome a constitu-
tional hurdle.

The Queensland parliament, under the
Peter Beattie Labor government, enacted
the Nuclear Facilities Prohibition Act 2007
to stop any Commonwealth government
from overriding the ban. It includes section
21, which triggers a compulsory plebiscite
when the Commonwealth government wants
to construct a prohibited nuclear facility in
Queensland.

Federal constitutional law suggests that
Queensland has no legal power to counter
a federal government determined to build
nuclear reactors in Queensland. Under

Section 109 of the Australian Constitution:
“When a law of a State is inconsistent with
a law of the Commonwealth, the latter shall
prevail, and the former shall, to the extent
of the inconsistency, be invalid.”

Professor Graeme Orr, an electoral
law expert from University of Queensland,
disagrees. He believes a federal govern-
ment cannot simply override Queensland
legislature. Orr told the ABC News: “if the
state doesn’t want to give up Crown land,
the Commonwealth have to forcibly acquire
that Crown land, pay for it and transfer it.”

Australian National University legal
expert Dr Ron Levy said Queensland’s nuclear
prohibition bill of 2007 would “be a political
minefield for any future Dutton government.”
The Queensland law could not be overridden
by the Commonwealth. “It would have to
be undone by the Queensland government,
who now have a majority,” he said. “If the
federal government builds nuclear plants in
the state, the people will vote on it.”

Anne Frances Twomey AO, an aca-
demic and lawyer specialising in Austral-
ian constitutional law, is the Professor of
Constitutional Law and Director of the
Constitutional Reform Unit at Sydney Law
School at the University of Sydney. In her
recent podcast, Constitutional Clarion,
Twomey says that while a plebiscite only
gauges voter opinions on the nuclear issue,
and is non-binding, it does allow the state
government to put pressure on the federal
government to deter it from taking a par-
ticular action.

Defying the will of the people as expressed
in a plebiscite would be politically danger-
ous, as Beattie states in Hansard. Under the
Australian Constitution, therefore, the LNP
could not force through legislation to build
nuclear power plants in Queensland. @&
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Australia’s
contradictory
relationship
with China

Chinese Dragon as part of the Chinese New Year celebrations at Sovereign Hill, Ballarat, Victoria.
Photo: Chris Fithall — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

William Briggs

Two hundred and fifty Aus-
tralian businesses were rep-
resented at the 7th China
International Import Expo
(CIIE) in Shanghai. Minister
for Trade and Tourism, Don
Farrell, made much of the
opportunities that the fair
offers. It makes perfect sense,
both from the perspective of
the minister and from the
assembled representatives of
Australian capital.

Farrell, in a media release,
spoke of a his “pride” in “support-
ing a record number of Australian
businesses at the expo this year as
they seek out new opportunities to
grow and diversify their markets.”

The minister reminded us
that “China is our largest trading
partner and will remain so for the
foreseeable future. Total two-way
trade reached a record $327 billion
in 2023. The benefits of our trade
relationship with China flow to
everyday Australians in the form
of more well-paying jobs, increased
business opportunities, and a lower
cost of living.”

Farrell’s Chinese counterpart,
Minister of Commerce Wang
Wentao, expressed his hope that
Australia will continue to improve
its business environment and pro-
vide fair and equitable treatment
for Chinese enterprises.

Wang’s hopes represent what
is best for both countries.

China exercises a remarkable
consistency. It is pursuing a social-
ist transformation of its economy
and society. It is seeking socialist
modernisation but does not seek to
interfere in the political or economic
structures of other countries. Its
policy is expressed in the simple
slogan that it pursues ‘win-win’
solutions in international relations.

If Australia could exhibit such a
consistency in its foreign relations
and economic policies, then the
region would be a safer place. The
economy would be more secure
and the threat of war would recede.

The trade fair allowed a moment
of logic in a foreign policy and

economic agenda that is far from
logical. The nagging little issue of
China’s socialist road was over-
looked. Australian capitalism, and
specifically Australian national
capitalism briefly overrode the
drive to war. Money was to be
made and the relationship between
Australia and China promotes the
interests of Australian capitalism.
Seventy per cent of the Australian
businesses at CIIE were food and
beverage companies. This figure
is significant. The ‘big-hitters’ in
the Australian economy and in
capitalism in this country remain
the extractive industries. Over 14
per cent of the economy comes
from mining. Manufacturing is
just 5 per cent and finance capital
represents 7.4 per cent. The service
sector is at 62.7 per cent. Trade for
capitalism is vital.

While trade is important and
trade with China keeps the economy
afloat, foreign direct investment
(FDI) determines how the state,
construction, and infrastructure
can function. FDI from China is
just 4 per cent of total investment.
The USA provides 25 per cent of
total FDI. Investment dollars have
strings. Australia’s foreign policy
decisions sometimes can be seen
to reflect this pressure.

Even as the good news story
of the CIIE trade fair was being
reported, the cold reality of Austral-
ian foreign policy, so clearly tied
to that of American interests was
bluntly exposed. The right-wing
Australian Strategic Policy Institute
(ASPI) released a vitriolic attack
on China with a warning about the
ramifications of ignoring the ‘threat’
from Beijing. ASPI’s importance in
foreign relations and international
relations policy formulation is unde-
niable. It is funded directly by the
Australian government and arms
manufacturers to advise on issues of
military and strategic importance.

In a recent article titled “Don’t
give a free pass to Beijing for
its aggressive behaviour,” ASPI
wrote that “the whole point of
the post-World War II system of
international rules and norms was
that large countries, great powers,

could not just do whatever they
wanted.” A curious argument given
US domination, coercion, policies
of regime change and aggressive
wars since 1945.

China, according to the ASPI
analysts, is “waging its hybrid
warfare on all fronts and setting
precedents through our silence ...
it’s Beijing saying that Australia
will toe the line or else.”

The USA, however, “as the
longstanding international super-
power, has built enormous global
influence ... by cultivating alliances
and genuine partnerships based on
shared values and a common desire
to improve conditions in the world
and to the benefit of the citizens of
their partner nations.” The readers
were urged to “think about it: the
US has dozens of genuine friends
around the world. China doesn’t
have friends; it has subordinates,
captive debtors, vassals.”

The purpose of the article was
not just to bang its anti-China drum
or to advocate for a bigger, more
lethal military. It had an eye on
CIIE in Shanghai. In this light the
article comments that “the climate
of peace and commerce that has
resulted from multinational coop-
eration has benefited few countries
as much as China with its stellar
growth over recent decades.” In
short, war preparations are better
than trade. It is a simple, crude
reiteration of the old ‘guns before
butter’ slogan so well used by Nazi
ideologist Joseph Goebbels.

The Australian people deserve
better than to be confronted by a
set of contradictory messages on
China. Our interests are clearly best
represented by good, open, posi-
tive relationships with all states,
and that includes China. We are
being told, simultaneously that we
need China’s trade but must arm
ourselves to support the USA in its
plans to confront China. We need
to make choices but the constant
threat that 25 per cent of FDI that
comes from the USA might be
reduced, motivates the thinking
of the Australian state and is one
of the factors that keeps us nicely
in line with US imperialism. &
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Peace Focus -
the way forward

Here in Adelaide at the Workers’ Library there is a special sec-
tion devoted to peace while the venue itself, now known widely as
Fidel's, has become a focal point for peace memorabilia. There is
for example, a lovingly prepared banner for the disbanded Australian
Peace Committee, part of whose activist role has been assumed by
the Women'’s International League for Peace and Freedom with has
over a century of history to its credit.

South Australian politicians boast about the “defence state” while
being prepared to embroil communities such as Port Adelaide — a
nuclear free zone — in the nuclear fuel cycle in order to facilitate the
maintenance and possible construction of nuclear submarines as
part of this “defence state” concept and subservience to the United
States. Hundreds of jobs are promised but many of these jobs are
for technicians and highly trained operators that the nation currently
lacks. Hence the need for “defence schools” as selected secondary
schools are described in South Australia.

To provide workers with the high level of skills required, school
curriculums need to be adapted in specific ways with a strong
emphasis on defence operations and technology. Education depart-
ments offer attractive sums of money to high schools prepared to
include a defence stream in their student program. This approach
even extends to preschool where children may be involved in mak-
ing toy submarines.

All of these changes are being attempted with a minimum of com-
munity information or consultation. Mere promises are offered of a
prosperous society with increased employment, promises that deny
such outcomes for similar communities elsewhere. For example
Barrow-in-Furness, a submarine manufacturing hub in the UK, that
despite volumes of defence expenditure, remains one of the poorest
districts in the nation.

VIABLE OPTIONS

Of course, South Australia has a vibrant history of ship building and
submarine building along with steel and motor manufacturing, but
these have slipped out of our grasp! No longer the manufacturing
state, where possibly “green manufacturing” in line with the proposal
for “green steel” at Whyalla could be taking place!

A viable merchant navy fleet would be invaluable to an exporting
nation like Australia.

In such a scenario priority would be given to products derived from
recycled materials such as cardboard and plastic based on tech-
nologies that have been developed or enhanced within a “science

state’s” advanced technology institutes.

Alternatively, if not additionally, how wonderful would it be for South
Australia to now be seen as the “health state,” focused on the new
Royal Adelaide Hospital, possibly one of the nation’s leading hos-
pitals with a high international rating, in collaboration with topline
faculties of medicine in the state’s leading universities.

Small nations such as Australia can exert considerable influence
in critical areas such as health or medicine given the appropriate
peaceful policies. A socialist approach would provide even extra
drive. For example, Cuba, a nation of just over 10 million people,
has established a magnificent reputation not just in medical serv-
ices, but in often being the very first nation on the scene wherever
a natural disaster occurs, such as an earthquake or violent storm,
especially where a Third World nation might be involved.

Australia, a much more prosperous nation and not subjected to one
of the most tyrannical economic blockades ever imposed by one
nation on another, has abundant potential in this way to achieve as
much if not more.

An excellent example exists in Queensland with the Royal Flying
Doctor Service (RDNS). Founded in Cloncurry in 1928, advantage
was taken of the possibilities offered by a burgeoning aviation serv-
ice at the time, combining advances in aviation transport and radio
communication technologies with meeting medical emergencies in
the Australian Outback.

Today, the RDNS is cited as being one of the largest and most com-
prehensive aeromedical organisations globally, providing extensive
primary health care and 24-hour emergency service to people who
live, work, and travel across the 7.69 million square kilometres of
Australia.

As peaceful gestures of goodwill such Australian models can be
offered to help achieve a world where conflict is resolved, and
peace prevails.
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Faceless men

I would like to know who these faceless
(and unelected) people are who wield
enormous influence in our society.
[“HR Who” by Peter Farmer, 11/11/24]

Am I right in suspecting that Peter

Costello could be one? No doubt others —
probably mining magnates and judicial pals
— are involved. Perhaps we need to expose
them all and look into their influence which
has gone on for decades — whoever is in

government.
E N Whitehead

First Transgender woman
to Congress

The one glimmer of hope from the
US November election is the election
of Democrat Senator for Delaware,
Sarah McBride, as the first transgen-
der person to be elected to Congress.
McBride is a well-known LGBTQ activ-
ist who came out on NPR, The Huff-
ington Post, and by Lady Gaga’s Born

This Way Foundation.

In 2016, she was the first openly trans-
gender person to address the Democratic
National Convention. McBride has sponsored
many social and health programs. She sup-
ports legislation to create a statewide paid
family and medical leave insurance program;
has addressed Medicaid reimbursement
rates for home health care services, and
expanded access to dental care for those on
low incomes in Delaware; and she wants to
impose a 3.6 per cent tax on net revenue of
Delaware’s hospitals to leverage additional
Medicaid funds.

Although McBride’s win as a transgender
person is to be congratulated, that glimmer
of hope is dashed when her strong pro-Israel
stance is considered. In an interview in
August 2023 with Jewish Insider, McBride
describes herself as “a staunch supporter of
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Israel and the US-Israel relationship, as well
as a committed fighter against antisemitism.”
She voiced “serious concerns about any
policy that would single out Israel and treat
it differently than other countries that we
support through foreign aid” or hold it “to
a different standard.” McBride supports
the fulfillment of the 2016 Memorandum of
Understanding for US military aid to Israel,
and the Abraham Accords.

While her pro-Israel stance is common
amongst Democrats her stand provides little
hope for the end of the genocide in Gaza. I
find it strange that while McBride supports
the rights of the poor in Delaware, she fails
to remember the human rights of the Pal-
estinians in Gaza.

Graham Holton

Hands off! (Metaphorically and Literally)

Che Janz

Sunshine Coast CPA branch
members attended a rally
in Magandjin/Brisbane,
along with different groups
from the Greens, Young
Labor members, Trotsky-
ists, Anarchists, as well as
our very own iconic Marx-
ist-Leninists. This was in
line with our non-sectari-
an principles, as we were
all gathered for a sole pur-
pose, and a very important
one: Reproductive rights.

The recent Queensland
election unfortunately allowed
“Lies N Populism” or rather the
“Loopy Nuclear Party” (LNP) to
get in by the skin of their teeth.
The new Premier has stated the
government will not enact any
changes, but the Katters intend
to pass a conscience vote in
Parliament on re-criminalising
abortion.

The majority of LNP politi-
cians in parliament are reaction-
ary Christians, and many have
a history of attending pro-life
marches or are members of

pro-life organisations. This
puts the rights of Queensland
women/assigned female at birth
(AFAB) at extreme risk in the
near future. This is all despite
records showing almost 80 per
cent of Queenslanders support
abortion legalisation.

Before the march, many
speakers explained the history
of the struggle for safe access
to abortion in Magandjin/Bris-
bane. In terms of the struggle,
very little has changed. There
are only two clinics active in
the entire city. One of these is
private and extremely expensive,
hence inaccessible to the major-
ity of people. Making it a public/
private mission would ensure
legal abortion in Queensland,
and make it more accessible.

There has been push-back
against the parliamentary cen-
tre-left here and abroad, with a
speaker pointing out that since
legalisation in 2018, neither
of the two Labor premiers of
Queensland had done anything
to permanently ensure abortion
rights or expand them.

Similar hostilities to the

Democrats in the US arose;
(particularly during their past
super-majority in the Senate)
that they didn’t permanently
protect abortion, or did nothing
to push back directly against the
overturn of Roe v Wade.

Some of our current, elected
politicians either demonise
abortion and the people who
have or perform them, or simply
use abortion rights as a political
pawn and do the bare minimum
(if that) to guarantee them for
the long term.

The CPA and all the other
attendees showed with vast
numbers what we want. During
the march, we received constant
cheering from onlookers in
restaurants, pubs, and on the
footpath, showing their support.
I saw only a couple of hecklers
(one of whom resembled Rich
Uncle Pennybags; it figures).

Plans for further rallies
and action for the protection
of Women’s/AFAB bodily
autonomy are already underway.
Members of the CPA branch will
be there. &

WOMENS RIGHTS
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5. Homeware object used as pro-choice symbol, stemming from its use as DIY abortion tool (7-6)

Across;

6. Reproductive rights is a core part of this wider movement (8)
7. Another term for abortion (11)

Down;
1. If Abortion is
eriminalised this

8. Party dedicated to passing legislation against women's bodily autonomy [lIs open about it] (7) is where women
9. Party also dedicated to passing legislation against women's bodily autonomy [Lies about it] (3)

10. Essential medicine that blocks the hormone necessary for the pregnaney to continue (12)
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who need one will
be forced to go
(5-6)
2. Ahortion

IP.

should not just

stay legal, but

6 also be this as
well (10)

3. State where
reproductive laws
are at risk (10)
4. What women
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The Carbon Inequality Kills

William Briggs

Every year Oxfam produces its
report on global inequality. It
always makes for grim read-
ing, as capitalism demands
higher profits while billions
eke out an ever more miser-
able existence. A new Oxfam
document has just been pub-
lished. It shows the level of
environmental vandalism that
the richest of the global par-
asites are wreaking upon the
world. The Carbon Inequal-
ity Kills report is an indict-
ment of the criminality of the
world’s uber-rich.

The report shows that “billion-
aires emit more carbon pollution
in 90 minutes than the average
person does in a lifetime.” The
richest one per cent of these are
responsible for 16 per cent of global
emissions. This is more than the
combined carbon emissions of 5
billion people at the other end of the
scale, or 66 per cent of the world’s
total population.

It has been well-documented
that just 100 global capitalist cor-
porations make up 71 per cent of
emissions, but the figures released
by Oxfam relate to individuals. It
reflects their investments in pol-
luting companies but, significantly,
the emissions produced by their
opulent and fatuous lifestyles. It
exposes a degree of disregard for
humanity, if not criminality that is
difficult to imagine.

Research found that 50 of the
world’s richest billionaires produce
on average more carbon emis-
sions in under three hours than
the average worker does in their
entire lifetime. On average, these
50 individuals take 184 private jet
flights in a single year. They are
spending 425 hours in the air. This
produces as much carbon as the
average person in the world would
in 300 years. Their luxury yachts
emitted as much carbon as the
average person would in 860 years.

Amazon’s Jeff Bezos has two
private jets. They contribute more
emissions than one Amazon worker
would in 207 years.

Elon Musk’s personal jet foot-
print is even worse. His two jets
are discharging as much carbon
as the average American, or Brit-
ish, or Australian worker could in
834 years.

The three yachts of the Walton
family, heirs of the Walmart retail
chain, had a combined carbon
footprint in one year of 18,000
tonnes, which is equivalent to the
combined household emissions of
1,700 of their Walmart workers.

These same billionaires don’t
let their money sit idly by. They are
astute investors. The profits come
from investments in some of the
worst polluters on the planet that
just happen to be returning the
greatest dividends. The research
compiled by Oxfam shows that
almost 40 per cent of billionaire

investments are concentrated in
highly polluting industries. These
include, oil, mining, shipping, and
cement.

Australian billionaires are
equally appalling. The emissions
from our home-grown billionaire’s
yachts and jets are up there with
the worst of their international
compatriots. Emissions in just one
hour from private, luxury travel
for Australia’s richest, is as much
as the average Australian worker
emits in an entire year.

Australian miner, Clive Palmer,
for example, enjoys his share of
luxury travel. This travel produces
5,000 tons of carbon pollution a
year. That is the equivalent to the
amount of electricity required to
power 1,000 homes for a year. This,
for Palmer, is personal use and has
nothing to do with his core business
of destroying the environment.
Greta Packer, whose family struck
it rich in the casino business uses
8,500 tons from her super-yacht.
And so it goes.

It is becoming obvious that
the target of holding temperature
growth to 1.5 per cent is increas-
ingly unlikely. Current estimates
indicate that emission rates the
goal of 1.5 degrees was reached
this past year. This is a potential
tragedy for us all. The Oxfam find-
ings show that if we all consumed
at the rate of the average billion-
aire, the target would be wiped out
in just two days! To rub salt into
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the global wounds, many of these
parasites and climate criminals will
take their place at COP 29 in Baku,
Azerbaijan this month.

One of the issues being negoti-
ated at the Baku meeting is a new
global financial arrangement. This
should see wealthy nations make
contributions that would enable
low-income economies to act on
climate change and mitigate against
its worst excesses.

Organisers of COP 29 see this
as a defining moment in the quest
to keep warming to the target of 1.5

degrees and is expected to provide
at least some compensation for the
nations of the global south for the
dreadful impacts they face due to
a climate crisis they have had little
or no part in creating.

There is a dark irony in all this.
Wealthy countries will be asked to
make financial contributions and
will receive acknowledgements for
so doing. The richest one per cent,
who live, cocooned from disaster,
will be free to enjoy their destruc-
tive and ostentatious lifestyles. &

Cuba fights back
after reeling from another hurricane

Cuba fought back after a fierce cat-
egory three hurricane ripped across
the island and knocked out the
country’s power grid on Thursday
7 November.

The magnitude of the impact remained
unclear through the early hours of the day,
but forecasters warned that Hurricane
Rafael could bring “life-threatening” storm
surges, winds and flash floods to Cuba.

This came after the Cayman Islands
and Jamaica suffered heavy flooding and
landslides.

On Wednesday evening, massive waves
lashed Havana’s shores as sharp winds and
rain whipped at the historic cityscape, leav-
ing trees littered on flooded roads. Much
of the city was dark and deserted.

As it ploughed across Cuba, the storm
slowed to a category two hurricane chug-
ging into the Gulf of Mexico near northern
Mexico and southern Texas, according to
the National Hurricane Centre in Miami.

Classes and public transport were sus-
pended on parts of the island and authori-
ties cancelled flights in and out of Havana
and Varadero.

The Cuban people are forced to fight

against the continued illegal blockade
imposed by the United States for around
six decades.

The increased ferocity of the storms
due to climate change, the COVID-19
pandemic, and the US blockade have had
a major impact on the Cuban economy,
including tourism.

But Cuba is fighting back with a major
campaign to boost tourism to the Carib-
bean nation.

Speaking to the Morning Star at the
World Tourism Market in London, the
director-general of marketing and com-
munications at the Ministry of Tourism
Pilar Alvarez Azze said: “We are ready to
welcome tourists with open arms.”

Azze said tourism was not a money
making venture for Cuba: “Tourism is for
the benefit of the people.”

She said everyone should remember
that “we developed tourism despite the
US blockade and we will rebuild it again
despite the challenges we face.”

Azze said: “Cuba is more than its
beaches. We invite everyone to come and
enjoy the authentic Cuba.”

Morming Star &

Israel approves imprisonment of Palestinian children

Israeli lawmakers have passed
a new law that will jail chil-
dren as young as 12 who are
convicted of “terrorist offenc-
es,” including murder or
manslaughter.

The “Youth Bill” was approved
in the wake of repeated attacks by
young Palestinians, with a state-
ment from parliament saying
the incidents warranted “a more
aggressive approach, including
toward minors.”

Israeli authorities will now be

able to imprison a minor convicted
of serious crimes such as murder,
attempted murder or manslaugh-
ter even if they are under 14, the
statement said.

“Rather than sending them
to prison, Israel would be better
off sending them to school where
they could grow up in dignity and
freedom not under occupation,”
Israeli rights group B'Tselem said
in a statement. “Imprisoning such
young minors denies them the
chance of a better future.”

Previously, the law stated that
minors under age 14 may not
receive a prison sentence.

As the bill was being advanced,
lawmakers within the Israeli state
pointed to child soldiers in neigh-
bouring Syria to buttress their case
for the draconian new measures:
“Today children are being used
(in attacks), and we see children
in the Islamic State group cutting
off people’s heads,” Israeli minister
Anat Berko stated in November,
2015. “This law will give greater

security to the citizens of Israel,
Jews and Arabs alike.”

Approval of the legislative
measure takes place following the
high-profile case involving Ahmed
Manasra, a 14-year-old Palestinian,
who was convicted in May of the
attempted murder of two Israelis in
a knife attack last October. He was
13 when he carried out the attack
and is yet to be sentenced.

Manasra, an East Jerusalem
resident, was the youngest Pales-
tinian to be convicted by an Israeli

civilian court in the current round
of violence.

Palestinian youths are fre-
quently shot dead during protests
and clashes with security forces.
According to the documents
revealed by the Palestinian human
rights group Adalah that operates
within the Israeli state, police forces
are now allowed to use lethal force
as a first resort against Palestinians
who throw stones, firebombs, or
fireworks.

Telesur &
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Richard Titelius

In June 2024, I saw a report on ABC
Online about a female Indonesian
heavy metal band called Voice of
Baceprot who were going to take their
peaceful music to the Glastonbury fes-
tival in England late June. The three
young female members of the Mus-
lim band, Firda ‘Marsya’ Kurnia, lead
singer and guitarist, Euis Siti Aisyah,
and drums and bass player Widi Rah-
mawati wore their hijabs, challeng-
ing the Western narrative of Islam
and Muslims.

The women credited metal for introduc-
ing them to tolerance, peace and equality,
values also taught through their faith. Their
musical influences include System of a Down,
Mettalica, Slayer, and Indonesian death
metal band Deadsquad who have helped
them along their way in Indonesia.

Their Australian tour included Brisbane,
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, and Perth.
Their repertoire at the Rosemount Hotel in
Perth on 28 October was mostly their own
material including; “School of Revolution,”
“Not public property,” and their latest release,
“God allow me please to play music.”

The latter song is particularly pertinent
to more orthodox forms of Muslim such
as practised by the Taliban in Afghanistan
and Iran where women must not be heard
singing or dancing in public. In a nod to

the feminism of Baceprot they had chosen
Mayatrix and the Psychics as their support
act whose female lead singer and guitarist
wore brief shorts, top, stockings and garters.

Baceprot came on to the stage with little
fanfare and launched their performance with
an instrumental metal number to warm the
audience up. As is customary at many metal
shows, there comes the time for audience
participation and they chose to perform a
more raucous version of Queens’, “We will
rock you.”

When Marsya introduced their song,
“God allow me please to play ...”, she paid
tribute to the Palestinian resistance in Gaza,
“to that genocide happening over there.”
Baceprot played for an hour to an apprecia-
tive audience of about 150 people before they
left the stage and on request came back to
play one encore.

Marsya then thanked the audience for
being part of their journey, a journey that
is hoped will bring them back to Australia.
They have also played in Singapore and other
parts of Asia, the US and at the prestigious
Wacken Open Air Festival in Germany in
2022.

Their recordings are on digital platforms
which include one full length album though
no vinyl or CDs exist of their material. While
the three members of Voice of Baceprot have
been together for 10 years — playing since
they were 14, they did not originally have
their parents’ permission to play.

Voice of Baceprot
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They have also had to push back against
male contempt for their music including one
incident when the drummer Siti had a rock
thrown at her. Siti was philosophical about
the incident as to her it showed that her
music had such an impact on that thrower.

The members of the Voice of Baceprot
(in the band’s native West Javan Sundanese

language baceprot means “annoyingly noisy”),
care about the world and with lyrics address-
ing political themes of climate change, peace,
and misogyny set to their own distinctive
sound hope to spread their message around
the globe. There is no use being silent, con-
cludes Marsya, as it won’t change anything
in the world. &

JP Fortin

What’s behind the loom-
ing labour dispute between
Canada Post and the Canadi-
an Union of Postal Workers
(CuPwW)?

Workers saw the extension of
the last non-negotiated agreement
with Canada Post expire in January
2024. The last attempt to negotiate
with the Crown corporation in 2018

Canada: Labour dispute
looms at Canada Post

failed and strikers were forced back
to work. The Trudeau government,
under pressure from big monopo-
lies like eBay and Amazon and
supported by the Conservatives,
criminalised the strike by passing
the Postal Services Resumption
and Maintenance Act in Novem-
ber 2018.

This favoured the employer,
who didn’t have to sit down at the
bargaining table with the union.

The latest “agreement” between
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@ Croxton Park Hotel
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Canada Post and the Crown was
therefore the result of judicial arbi-
tration. Judge MacPherson ruled
on the new working conditions in
June 2020. Her amendments were
applied to the document that has
served as the collective agreement.
CUPW decided to renew this con-
tract until 2024 with a 66 per cent
vote in favour.

One of the union’s main
demands is the elimination of
Separate Sort from Delivery (SSD),
a new work method that increases
delivery time and, in many cases,
pushes working hours into the
evening. Over and above the safety
issues and high costs involved in
this transition, the implementa-
tion of this method leads to the
isolation of workers and leaves
the door open to the complete
“flexibilization” of schedules and

tasks, leading to massive setbacks
in working conditions.

With a strike support vote of
95 per cent for both the urban and
rural units, it’s clear that CUPW
activists are ready for action. How-
ever, the question remains whether
the shop floor is sufficiently mobi-
lised to face the combined attacks
of the government and the big
monopolies. In the current situa-
tion, with national grievances fail-
ing, the only way to stop SSD would
be through mass mobilisation.

Unlike the political context of
2018, the Trudeau government is
currently at a deep low in popularity
and is unlikely to risk special legis-
lation. However, the recent conflict
at CN and CPKC Rail has shown
that the government has several
tools at its disposal to criminalise
the right to strike, in total disre-
gard of workers’ rights. A similar

scenario would involve a lock-out
of Canada Post.

Given Canada Post’s latest
derisory wage offer — 10 per cent
over 4 years, while inflation was
8 per cent in 2022 alone — and
the backlog accumulated since
the Harper years, we shouldn’t be
surprised by the anger on the shop
floor. It remains to be seen how
this anger will be channelled, and
whether it will be able to match
the general feeling of exasperation
against rising prices.

In any case, the postal work-
ers’ struggle depends on solidarity
and on the broader struggle for
the expansion of public services
and against Canadian and foreign
monopolies. This will decide not
only the future of the postal serv-
ice, but also the conditions of all
workers.

People’s Voice &
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avoid Cop29 talks
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Dutch Prime Minister has pulled out of the
Cop29 that began in Baku on 11 November
citing violence involving the clashes between
Maccabi Tel Aviv football fans and residents.

Far-right supporters of the Israeli football team
rampaged through Amsterdam on the night of 7
November night, tearing down Palestinian flags and
chanting racist slogans including “Death to Arabs”
and “Why are there no schools in Gaza? Because there
are no children left.”

Local youths and taxi drivers, many of them
Muslim, brawled with groups of the fans in response
in what authorities claim were “anti-semitic” attacks.

Dick Schoof, who heads a coalition government
in which the largest partner is far-right Islamophobe
Geert Wilders’ Freedom Party, said urgent meetings
were needed on cracking down on anti-semitism in
the Netherlands.

Multiple world leaders have now said they will not
be attending the Cop29 talks: US President Joe Biden
is now transferring power to climate change denier

Donald Trump; Germany’s Olaf Scholz is staying
home because his coalition has collapsed; and French
President Emmanuel Macron cites poor relations with
host country Azerbaijan following French criticism of
its ethnic cleansing of the former Armenian enclave
of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Russia and China are also sending envoys to rep-
resent their leaders, meaning British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer is the only head of government in the
UN security council still planning to be there.

Meanwhile, Papua New Guinea’s Prime Minister
James Marape said he wasn’t going as it was a “waste
of time,” saying he was sitting it out in protest on
behalf of island nations receiving limited practical
assistance from richer countries to cope with rising
sea levels and worsening storms.

Amsterdam police arrested several people on 10
November for refusing to disperse from a Palestine
solidarity demonstration. Mayor Femke Halsema
banned all demonstrations over the weekend, citing
violence. &
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Profits regardless

Rob Gowland*

There was much excitement and outrage in
the United States a while back at revelations
by US investigative writer, Edwin Black, that
IBM made piles of money out of assisting Hit-
ler’s Nazi regime to identify and classify the
population of Germany, enabling sections of
it to be methodically rounded up and shipped
off to concentration camps.

An early computer, the IBM punch card and card-
sorting system, was available from IBM’s German
subsidiary, Dehomag. To satisfy the Nazis’ demand
for IBM technology the company opened a new fac-
tory near Berlin, vastly increasing its investment in
its German subsidiary.

How could an “American” corporation have
helped the Nazis in this way, is the question Black’s
book, IBM and the Holocaust: The Strategic Alliance
between Nazi Germany and America’s Most Power-
ful Corporation raised in the US media. Some tried
to blame it on a personal aberration of IBM’s creator
and chairman at the time, Thomas J Watson, an open
admirer of Hitler.

Watson paid close personal attention to the run-
ning of Dehomag, the company’s German subsidiary.
The Nazis recognised a “good friend” when they met
one and Hitler personally rewarded Watson with the
Merit Cross of the German Eagle with Star.

However, the shock horror reaction aroused by
these revelations is largely a facade designed to obscure
the fact that fascism and big business are inextrica-
bly entwined. Fascism is, after all, a system of class
oppression — specifically capitalist oppression. It is not
peculiar to any one country, certainly not Germany.

Horthy’s Hungary, Mussolini’s Italy, Manner-
heim’s Finland, Pilsudski’s Poland all predate Hitler’s
Germany as fascist states. And fascists everywhere,
Hitler included, could not flourish without substantial
financial and political assistance from big business.

Let’s have a look at how Hitler got started: Imme-
diately after WW1, “Germany was passing through its
period of bitter post-war crisis, of mass unemployment,
of unprecedented inflation and widespread hunger.

“Behind the democratic facade of the Weimar
Republic, which had been established in collusion
with the German High Command after the bloody
suppression of the German workers’ and soldiers’
soviets, a cabal of Prussian militarists, Junkers and
industrial magnates were furtively planning the rebirth
and expansion of Imperial Germany.

“... Supposedly, the German Military Intelligence
Section IIIB, had been disbanded at the conclusion of
the war. Actually, it had been reorganised with lavish
funds supplied by industrialists Krupp, Hugenberg,
and Thyssen, and was busily functioning under the
supervision of its old anti-Semitic chief, Colonel
Walther Nicolai.

“... Among the chief financial contributors to the
secret campaign for rejuvenating German Imperial-
ism was a suave, energetic industrialist whose name
was Arnold Rechberg. A former personal adjutant of
the Crown Prince and a close friend of the members
of the old Imperial High Command, Rechberg was
associated with the great German potash trust.

“He was one of the chief promoters of the secret
German nationalist and anti-Semitic leagues. It was
this avocation that drew his attention to the rabidly
anti-Semitic émigré from the Russian revolution
Alfred Rosenberg.

“Rechberg arranged to meet Rosenberg [the son
of a Baltic landowner from the Tsarist port of Reval].
Taking an immediate liking to the counter-revolution-
ary zealot from Reval, Rechberg introduced him to
another of his proteges, a 30-year-old Austrian police
spy named Adolf Hitler.

“Rechberg was already providing funds to buy
the uniforms and to meet various other expenses
of Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Party. Now Rechberg and his
wealthy friends purchased an obscure newspaper,
the Volkischer Beobachter, and turned it over to the
Nazi movement.

“The publication became the official organ of
the Nazi Party. As its editor, Hitler appointed Alfred
Rosenberg.” (Sayers & Kahn, The Great Conspiracy).

But the Nazis were not aided by German
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Edwin Black, IBM and the Holocaust.
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industrialists alone. Sayers and Kahn again: “Like
Henri Deterding in England [the boss of Shell] and
Fritz Thyssen in Germany, the American automobile
king, Henry Ford, had identified himself with world
anti-Bolshevism and with the rapidly developing
phenomenon of fascism.

“According to the February 8, 1923, edition of the
New York Times, Vice-President Auer of the Bavar-
ian Diet publicly stated: “The Bavarian Diet has long
had information that the Hitler movement was partly
financed by an American anti-Semitic chief who is
Henry Ford.

“‘Mr Ford’s interest in the Bavarian anti-Jewish
movement began a year ago when one of Mr Ford’s
agents came in contact with Dietrich Eichart, the
notorious Pan-German.

“‘The agent returned to America and immedi-
ately Mr Ford’s money began coming to Munich.
Herr Hitler openly boasts of Mr Ford’s support and
praises Mr Ford not as a great individualist but as a
great anti-Semite.’

“In the small, unimpressive office on Cornelius
Street in Munich which was Adolf Hitler’s headquar-
ters, a single framed photograph hung on the wall.
The picture was of Henry Ford.”

A decade later and lots of US banks and indus-
trialists were investing in Nazi Germany, financing
the build-up of its military and industrial strength.
American capital financed and profited from develop-
ments as diverse as Opel cars and trucks (owned by
General Motors), the Lorenz Radio Company, even
Focke-Wulf, manufacturer of fighters and bombers
for the Luftwaffe.

Coca Cola’s German subsidiary flourished under
the Nazis — even inventing “Fanta.” When the US
entered the War, these corporations took elaborate
steps to appear to cease “trading with the enemy.”
But capital knows no national loyalty.

Black points out that IBM, for example, “fabricated
elaborate document trails ... to demonstrate compli-
ance when the opposite was true.”

Pass up the chance to make money from both
sides of the conflict? Not likely.

*Republished article. The late Rob Gowland was
a popular and highly valued contributor to the
Guardian. &
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@ Global Briefs
PALESTINE: The Palestinian Environmental Quality

Authority issued a statement denouncing the continu-
ing Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank. Israel has dropped more than 85,000 tons of bombs
on Gaza Strip since October 2023, more than were
dropped during World War 2. The statement was issued
on the occasion of the World Day for Preventing the Use
of Environment in War and Military Conflict. “The occupier
used all kinds of weapons and missiles in its aggression,
in particular white phosphorus, banned under international
law by the UN Conventional Weapons Convention, caus-
ing serious environmental damage that threatens human
life and living organisms,” the Authority explained in the
statement.

IRELAND: The Irish government accepted the appoint-
ment of a full Palestinian ambassador for the first time. This
comes after Ireland stated in May that it was formally rec-
ognising the state of Palestine. Jilan Wahba Abdalmajid
steps up from her position as Palestinian Head of Mission
to Ireland to full ambassador status.

JAPAN: Japanese car maker Nissan is planning to slash
9,000 jobs after it suffered a massive loss in the last finan-
cial quarter. Nissan Motor Corporation announced the
cuts which amount to around 6 per cent of its more than
133,000 employees, as well as a plan to slash global pro-
duction capacity by 20 per cent. Nissan’s chief executive
said that the company did not respond quickly and was not
flexible enough to global changes, including market tastes
and soaring raw material costs.

RUSSIA: The upper house of Russian parliament has rati-
fied a treaty with North Korea for mutual assistance. The
“comprehensive strategic partnership treaty” obliges Russia
and North Korea to immediately provide military assistance
using “all means” if either is attacked. The treaty’s endorse-
ment by the upper house, the Federation Council, follows
its ratification by the lower house, the State Duma.

QATAR: The Qatar authorities have refused to medi-
ate between lIsrael and the Palestinian Hamas movement
because they had failed to reach an agreement on a cease-
fire in the Gaza Strip and the release of Israeli hostages.
Qatar has already informed both parties to the conflict and
the US administration of the decision. It was also reported
that Qatar would be ready to resume mediation “When both
sides ... demonstrate a sincere willingness to return to the
negotiating table.”

USA: While the Biden administration is still occupying the
White House, Donald Trump, the US president-elect, is
busy gathering his own team. Trump has already indicated
that he would not invite certain people to his administra-
tion. “I will not be inviting former Ambassador [to the UN]
Nikki Haley, or former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, to
join the Trump Administration, which is currently in forma-
tion,” Trump said in a message posted on the Truth Social
network.

MOZAMBIQUE: Mozambique has deployed soldiers on
the streets to help police keep order following weeks of pro-
tests since 9 October elections. Frelimo candidate Daniel
Chapo was declared the winner of the presidential election.
Frelimo has been in power for 49 years since independ-
ence from Portugal in 1975.

SPAIN: Over 100,000 people marched in Valencia
demanding the resignation of the right-wing regional presi-
dent Carlos Mazon in the wake of the catastrophic floods
that left hundreds dead. Mazon is accused of delaying flood
alerts and emergency responses in the interests of busi-
nesses which did not want to close early.
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Vijay Prashad

For the past few weeks I have been
on the road in Aotearoa (New Zea-
land) and Australia at the invitation
of groups such as Te Kuaka, and the
Communist Party of Australia. Both
countries were shaped by British
colonialism, marked by the violent
displacement of native communities
and theft of their lands. Today, as they
become part of the US-led militarisa-
tion of the Pacific, their native popu-
lations have fought to defend their
lands and way of life.

On 6 February 1840, Te Tiriti o Wait-
angi (The Treaty of Waitangi) was signed by
representatives of the British Crown and the
Maori groups of Aotearoa. The treaty (which
has no point of comparison in Australia)
claimed that it would “actively protect Maori
in the use of their lands, fisheries, forests,
and other treasured possessions” and “ensure
that both parties to [the treaty] would live
together peacefully and develop New Zealand
together in partnership.”

While I was in Aotearoa, I learned that
the new coalition government seeks to
“reinterpret” the Treaty of Waitangi in order
to roll back protections for Maori families.
This includes shrinking initiatives such as
the (Te Aka Whai Ora) and programs that
promote the use of the Maori language (Te
Reo Maort) in public institutions.

The fight against these cutbacks has
galvanised not only the Maori communities,
but large sections of the population who do
not want to live in a society that violates its
treaties.

SOVEREIGNTY

When Aboriginal Australian Senator
Lidia Thorpe disrupted the British monarch
Charles’s visit to the country’s parliament last
month, she echoed a sentiment that spreads
across the Pacific, yelling, as she was dragged
out by security: “You committed genocide
against our people. Give us our land back!
Give us what you stole from us — our bones,
our skulls, our babies, our people. ... We want
a treaty in this country. ... You are not my
king. You are not our king.”

With or without a treaty, both Aotearoa
and Australia have seen a groundswell of
sentiment for increased sovereignty across
the islands of the Pacific, building on a cen-
turies-long legacy. This wave of sovereignty
has now begun to turn towards the shores
of the massive US military build-up in the
Pacific Ocean, which has its sights set on an
illusionary threat from China.

US Secretary of the Air Force Frank
Kendall, speaking at a September 2024 Air
& Space Forces Association convention on
China and the Indo-Pacific, represented this
position well when he said “China is not a
future threat. China is a threat today.”

The evidence for this, Kendall said, is
that China is building up its operational
capacities to prevent the United States from
projecting its power into the western Pacific
Ocean region.

For Kendall, the problem is not that China
was a threat to other countries in East Asia
and the South Pacific, but that it is prevent-
ing the US from playing a leading role in the
region and surrounding waters — including
those just outside of China’s territorial limits,
where the US has conducted joint “freedom
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of navigation” exercises with its allies. “I am
not saying war in the Pacific is imminent or
inevitable,” Kendall continued. “It is not. But
I am saying that the likelihood is increasing
and will continue to do so.”

In 1951, in the midst of the Chinese
Revolution (1949) and the US war on Korea
(1950—1953), senior US foreign policy advi-
sor and later Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles helped formulate several key treaties,
such as the 1951 Australia, New Zealand, and

United States Security (ANZUS) Treaty,
which brought Australia and New Zealand
firmly out of British influence and into the
US’s war plans, and the 1951, which ended
the formal US occupation of Japan.

These deals — part of the US’s aggressive
strategy in the region — came alongside the
US occupation of several island nations in
the Pacific where the US had already estab-
lished military facilities, including ports and
airfields: Hawaii (since 1898), Guam (since
1898), and Samoa (since 1900).

“ISLAND CHAIN

STRATEGY”

Out of this reality, which swept from
Japan to Aotearoa, Dulles developed the
“island chain strategy,” a so-called contain-
ment strategy that would establish a military
presence on three ‘island chains’ extending
outward from China to act as an aggressive
perimeter and prevent any power other than
the US from commanding the Pacific Ocean.

Over time, these three island chains
became hardened strongholds for the projec-
tion of US power, with about 400 bases in the
region established to maintain US military
assets from Alaska to southern Australia.

Despite signing various treaties to
demilitarise the region (such as the South
Pacific Nuclear Free Treaty, also known as
the Treary of Rarotonga in 1986), the US
has moved lethal military assets, including
nuclear weapons, through the region for
threat projection against China, North Korea,
Russia, and Vietnam (at different times and
with different intensity).

This “island chain strategy” includes

military installations in French colonial
outposts such as Wallis and Futuna, New
Caledonia, and French Polynesia. The US
also has military arrangements with the
Federated States of Micronesia, the Marshall
Islands, and Palau.

While some of these Pacific Island nations
are used as bases for US and French power
projection against China, others have been
used as nuclear test sites. Between 1946 and
1958, the US conducted 67 nuclear tests in
the Marshall Islands. One of them, conducted
in Bikini Atoll, detonated a thermonuclear
weapon a thousand times more powerful than
the nuclear bombs dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.

US PACIFIC PROJECT

Darlene Keju Johnson, who was only
three years old at the time of the Bikini Atoll
detonation and was one of the first Mar-
shallese women to speak publicly about the
nuclear testing in the islands, encapsulated
the sentiment of the islanders in one of her
speeches: “We don’t want our islands to be
used to kill people. The bottom line is we
want to live in peace.”

Yet, despite the resistance of people
like Keju Johnson (who went on to become
a director in the Marshall Islands Ministry
of Health), the US has been ramping up its
military activity in the Pacific over the past
15 years, such as by refusing to close bases,
opening new ones, and expanding others to
increase their military capacity.

In Australia — without any real public
debate — the government decided to supple-
ment US funding to expand the runway on
Tindal Air Base in Darwin so that it could
house US B-52 and B-1 bombers with nuclear
capacity. It also decided to expand submarine
facilities from Garden Island to Rockingham
and build a new high-tech radar facility for
deep-space communications in Exmouth.

These expansions came on the heels of
the Australia-United Kingdom-United States
(AUKUS) partnership in 2021, which has
allowed the US and the UK to fully coor-
dinate their strategies. The partnership
also sidelined the French manufacturers
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that until then had supplied Australia with
diesel-powered submarines and ensured
that it would instead buy nuclear-powered
submarines from the UK and US.

Eventually, Australia will provide its own
submarines for the missions the US and UK
are conducting in the waters around China.

Over the past few years, the US has also
sought to draw Canada, France, and Germany
into the US Pacific project through the US
Pacific Partnership Strategy for the Pacific
Islands (2022) and the Partnership for the
Blue (2022).

In 2021, at the France-Oceania Summit,
there was a commitment to re-engage with
the Pacific, with France bringing new military
assets into New Caledonia and French Poly-
nesia. The US and France have also opened
a dialogue about coordinating their military
activities against China in the Pacific.

Yet these partnerships are only part of the
US ambitions in the region. The US is also
opening new bases in the northern islands
of the Philippines — the first such expansion
in the country since the early 1990s — while
intensifying its arm sales with Taiwan, to
whom it is providing lethal military tech-
nology (including missile defence and tank
systems intended to deter a Chinese military
assault).

Meanwhile the US has improved its coor-
dination with Japan’s military by deciding
to establish joint force headquarters, which
means that the command structure for US
troops in Japan and South Korea will be
autonomously controlled by the US com-
mand structure in these two Asian countries
(not by orders from Washington).

However, the US-European war project
is not going as smoothly as anticipated.
Protest movements in the Solomon Islands
(2021) and New Caledonia (2024), led by
communities who are no longer willing to
be subjected to neocolonialism, have come
as a shock to the US and its allies. It will not
be easy for them to build their island chain
in the Pacific.
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This wave of sovereignty has now begun to turn
towards the shores of the massive US military
build-up in the Pacific Ocean, which has its
sights set on an illusionary threat from China.
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German ruling
coalition collapses

The Social Democratic Party, the Greens, and
the Free Democratic Party have been strug-
gling to finalise the 2025 budget.

On Wednesday evening 6 November, German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced that he had asked
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier to dismiss Federal
Minister of Finance Christian Lindner. The announce-
ment followed a meeting of the coalition committee
in Berlin.

“I feel compelled to take this step in order to pre-
vent damage to the country,” Scholz said, stressing
the need for a functional government to make deci-
sions for Germany.

The week before, an 18-page document signed
by the federal minister of finance was leaked to the
media. The document proposed measures including
reduced climate regulations and welfare benefits,
which run counter to the policies advocated by Scholz
and Economy Minister Robert Habeck.

The leaked document has exacerbated tensions
among the Social Democratic Party (SPD), the Greens,
and the Free Democratic Party (FDP). The three ruling
parties have been struggling to finalise next year’s
budget, which has huge holes that need to be plugged
ahead of a mid-November deadline.

Over the past few days, Scholz, Habeck, and Lindner
have engaged in discussions to guide the government
through its remaining tenure, despite their increasing
disagreements. Lindner proposed putting an end to
the current federal government and moving elections

to early 2025, ahead of the scheduled date of 28 Sep-
tember 2025 — a proposal Scholz declined. Lindner
said that there is not enough common ground on
economic and financial policies, and a swift return to
stability and capacity to act is in the national interest.

Germany’s economy is projected to experience a
contraction in 2024, marking the possibility of a second
consecutive year of economic decline. Meanwhile,
the support ratings for the three governing parties
have declined substantially compared to their high
approval levels in 2021 and 2022. Lindner empha-
sised his opposition to Scholz’s call for suspending the
debt brake, a fiscal restraint mandated by Germany’s
Basic Law. “I could not agree to this, as it would have
violated my oath of office,” he stated.

Following Lindner’s departure, all other FDP
ministers, including Federal Minister for Digital and
Transport Volker Wissing, and Federal Minister of
Justice Marco Buschmann, also exited the govern-
ment, effectively dissolving the “traffic light” coali-
tion. Scholz has announced plans to seek a vote of
confidence in the Bundestag next year, with a vote
scheduled for 15 January 2025.

The upcoming vote of confidence on Scholz’s
chancellorship is set to determine the future of the
current federal government. Should it fail, Steinmeier
may dissolve the Bundestag, paving the way for par-
liamentary elections to be held in March 2025, six
months ahead of schedule.
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Israel to deport
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family members of
Palestinian fighters

Israel’s parliament passed a
law early on 7 November that
will allow it to deport fam-
ily members of Palestinian
fighters, including the coun-
try’s own citizens, to the war-
ravaged Gaza Strip or other
locations.

The law, another example of
collective punishment for which
the Israelis have been accused was
championed by members of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu'’s
Likud party and his far-right allies.

But the law, passed with a 61-41
vote, is likely to face a challenge in
the courts.

The law will apply to Palestinian

citizens of Israel and residents of
annexed East Jerusalem who knew
about their family members’ attacks
beforehand or who “express sup-
port or identification with the act
of terrorism.”

Palestinians will face banish-
ment to either the Gaza Strip or
another location, for a period of 7
to 20 years.

It was unclear if the new law
will apply in the occupied West
Bank, where Israel already has a
long-standing policy of demolishing
the family homes of Palestinians.

Eran Shamir-Borer, a senior
researcher at the Israel Democracy
Institute and a former international

law expert for the Israeli military,
said that if the law comes before
the Supreme Court, it is likely to
be struck down based on previous
Israeli cases regarding deportation.

He said: “The bottom line is this
is completely non-constitutional
and a clear conflict to Israel’s core
values.”

Palestinians living in Israel
make up about 20 per cent of the
country’s population. They have
citizenship and the right to vote
but face widespread discrimination.

Many also have close family ties
to those in the territories.
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Skye Dannaher

On the 26 October, the Liberal National Party formed a
majority government in Queensland Parliament. On the
5 November (6 November in Australia), Donald Trump
was elected President of the United States of America for
the second time. Anyone that has been following current
events knows that this is a massive blow to the repro-
ductive rights of women and trans and nonbinary people
assigned female at birth. The LNP government is likely to
undo the legalisation of abortion in Queensland by allow-
ing their MPs a conscience vote on legislation that will be
introduced by Robbie Katter of Katter's Australian Party,
and Trump is expected to institute a national abortion ban.

The Communist Party USA (CPUSA) has identified
Trump’s election as the beginning of a turn from bour-
geois democracy, the normal form of government under
capitalism, to fascism, the overt, terroristic dictatorship of
finance capital, which uses state power not just to sup-
press the working class but to destroy working class
power completely. Project 2025 aims to wind back the
rights of women and minorities to the 1950s, abolish the
right of workers to organise into unions, and to invest ulti-
mate power over all branches of government in the US
President. With the incredible power of US finance cap-
ital in Australia, we can expect attempts to transform
the swing to the Liberal National Coalition that is further
towards a fascist movement here.

For communists, this will be a battle on both the domes-
tic and the international front. On the domestic front, one
of our important battlegrounds will be reproductive rights.
They are overwhelmingly supported by the Australian
public and affect half of the population directly. A popular
movement can be formed on this issue if we plan properly
and act with discipline. Particularly in Queensland, where
people were unaware that reproductive rights were on the
ballot and feel like they have been tricked, there is fertile
ground for effective organising.

Another key battleground will be the administration of the
CFMEU. The attack on the right of workers in the most
powerful union in the country to exert democratic con-
trol over their union, if successful, it will seriously damage
the ability of the working class to form a united front in
defence of working-class interests. If the working class is
rendered unable to form a united front, how will it ever be
able to form a popular front with other classes in defence
of reproductive rights, or against fascism? We must use
these struggles to develop the Communist Party, and use
the development of the Party to build the strength of the
working class and the prospects for united and popular
fronts.

On the international front, we must strengthen our ties
with the CPUSA and other communist parties strug-
gling against US imperialist interests and take serious
coordinated action that will break down the power of US
imperialism. At a minimum, there should be serious inter-
party communication and planning on a unified basis. The
annual International Meeting of Communist and Workers’
Parties facilitates international discussion, however it has
so far proved unable to take coordinated action at the
international level.

If we don’t take these challenges seriously, not only will
Queensland lose reproductive rights, we will also lose the
legal tools that the working class has to defend its inter-
ests, including women’s and minority rights. The turning
point for the Left in Australia is now, and it will either be
a leap forward or one of the worst slides backwards our
country has seen. Let’s work to make it the former.
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Trump and the global reality

William Briggs

What does the re-election of Donald
Trump mean? Why was he elected so
comfortably? What does it mean for
the USA, and for the American work-
ing class? What does it mean for the
global economy? What does it portend
for Australia, for China, for peace in
the region and the world? What does it
tell us about the relationship between
the state and capital, and of the future
for bourgeois democracy?

The election has thrown bourgeois com-
mentators and large sections of the ‘left’ in the
Western world into confusion and profound
anxiety. For the middle class commentariat,
it was a simple struggle between good and
bad, between progress and reaction; a simple
black and white struggle that was supposed
to end well.

But things are rarely simple. The elec-
tion was fought with little consideration to
economic questions. And yet it was just these
issues that won the election for the right-wing
demagogue. He was able to harness a fear
that was being felt among tens of millions
of the US working class.

Former Democratic presidential candi-
date Bernie Sanders, in a response to the
Trump win, commented that “... unbelievably,
real [inflation-accounted-for] wages for the
average American worker are actually lower
now than they were 50 years ago.” That fact
seemed to escape the attention of all candi-
dates, all political parties, all observers. It
is not something that happened in the last
year, or decade, but has been a constant and
malignant feature of a crisis in capitalism that
cannot be addressed and therefore has been
ignored. Wages have fallen and inequality
has soared.

The ones who live it, the ones who strug-
gle day-to-day, are not right-wing, conserva-
tive, ‘white’ men who feel disenfranchised
by the ‘elites.’

A West Virginia coal miner was inter-
viewed recently. He was asked what he
thought of the ‘American Dream.” He paused,
then replied that the “dream now is how to
pay my utilities bill and keep a roof over my
family’s head.” Sanders is right to say that
“it should come as no great surprise that
a Democratic Party which has abandoned
working-class people would find that the
working class has abandoned them.” The
class is only recognised or remembered when
it can be exploited.

Bourgeois democracy and the ‘spectacle’
of elections was captured so many years ago
by Marx who observed that “the oppressed are
allowed once every few years to decide which
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particular representatives of the oppressing
class are to represent and repress them.”

Trump and his opportunist, populist
campaign, has, like others before him, been
able to harness the despair and anger of the
working class.

The offer of a ‘bright’ future that the
Trumps of this world present is a step back-
wards. It reflects the failure of capitalism
to provide even the most basic of human
needs; a roof over your head and food on
the table. For workers, it is a recipe for eco-
nomic disaster.

In the late 1970s and 1980s, the capi-
talist order sought to claw its way out of a
crisis of a falling rate of profit. Globalisation
was to be the key. It was a brief panacea as
capital shifted to low-wage regimes and
left the advanced economies with a shat-
tered manufacturing base, with rust-belts,
deserted neighbourhoods, and a despairing
working class.

The globalisation dream was a short-lived
respite for capital. Crisis returned. The rate
of profit again began to fall. The call was for a
return to economic nationalism, to a stronger
state, to nationalist, anti-immigrant politics,
to a rise of the political right. We are living
with the outcomes of this. Across Europe
the right is on the march.

Bourgeois democracy is shattering.
European parliaments are experiencing a
rise in extremist right-wing parties and their
influence is visibly growing. The US political

system all but precludes any form of third
party or multi-party representation. The
emergence of Trump reflects this.

The first of these consequences will be
economic. Trump has pledged a 10-20 per
cent across the board tariff rise, and a 60 per
cent rise on tariffs on Chinese imports. What
does this mean? The International Monetary
Fund has predicted that a global trade war
would result in world GDP shrinking by as
much as 7 per cent.

That is the equivalent of removing the
entire economies of France and Germany
from the world economy. The global economy
is already in crisis. Many leading economies
are barely registering a pulse. A significant
return to economic nationalism would almost
inevitably lead to recession and depression
on a global scale.

CHINA

The emergence of China’s powerhouse
economy has thrown the US objective of
world domination into crisis. What to do
about China? It cannot be blockaded and
sanctioned — China’s economy is embed-
ded in the world economy. The Chinese
economy is one of very few economies that
are consistently registering stable growth.
It is inconceivable that China would not
respond in kind.

Any economic resurgence that the US
economy might gain from Trump’s economic
policies will be short-lived. The reality of

economic nationalism, trade war and tariff
regimes inevitably means a shrinking global
economy and pressure on the local economy
to find external markets and more expensive
locally produced goods. Unless wages grow,
the working class will be unable to consume
the goods that their labour has made. The
crisis of overproduction and underconsump-
tion grow, leading to increased unemploy-
ment and further capitalist crises.

Much has been made of Trumps’s ‘isola-
tionism’ and of his claims to be against war.
History shows that economic nationalist
policies lead to closed borders, which in turn
lead to frictions, and all too quickly to open
hostilities and war. The two world wars of
the 20th century were the product of eco-
nomic crises and the demand for expanded
territory and markets.

The rise of Trump is not some peculiar
aberration. It is not ‘American’ in nature. It
is global and an inevitable consequence of a
failed political, social, and economic system.
Elections will continue. The working class
will be either ignored or manipulated.

As Lenin so caustically observed, “bour-
geois democracy, although a great historical
advance in comparison with medievalism,
always remains, and under capitalism is
bound to remain, restricted, truncated, false
and hypocritical, a paradise for the rich and
a snare and deception for the exploited, for
the poor.” @&

the oppressed are allowed once every
few years to decide which particular
representatives of the oppressing class
are to represent and repress them
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