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William Briggs

Israel continues its calculat-
ed program of starvation and
ethnic cleansing in northern
Gaza. In a move that surprised
no-one, the Biden administra-
tion has pledged to keep ship-
ping weapons to Israel. This
makes a mockery of US law.
That law prohibits the send-
ing of armaments to a regime
that prohibits humanitarian
aid shipments to people affect-
ed by war.

The world has watched the
unfolding starvation and ethnic
cleansing of northern Gaza. The
world saw the result of Israel’s
denial of aid to Gaza. Blinken and
Biden have ignored all this. The
bombs will continue to fall with-
out respite. Since October 2023,
the US has spent $17.9 billion that
has allowed the genocide to go on.

America’s allies make appropri-
ate noises about the humanitarian
crisis. German Foreign Minister,
Annalena Baerbock, for instance,
stated that “at no time in the past
12 months has so little help reached
the Gaza Strip as is the case at the
moment ... Israel’s right to self-
defence is limited by international
humanitarian law, which includes
the stipulation that humanitarian
access must be guaranteed at all
times and must never be used as
a method of warfare. Time and
again, promises have been made
and not kept.”

While such declarations are
important, the resolve of Israel
to continue its brutal attacks is
undented. The USA remains stead-
fast in its support for Israel. It aids
and abets Israel in its crimes against
humanity.

Israel simply ignores any pro-
test from the international com-
munity, be it at governmental level,
from influential non-government
agencies or from mass demon-
strations. The Israeli government
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Boorloo/Perth rally for Palestine held on Sunday 10th November.

responded to calls for greater
humanitarian efforts by informing
the United Nations of its inten-
tion to completely cut all ties with
UNRWA.

The dying days of the Biden
administration are seeing a famil-
iar scenario being played out. Calls
are made for ceasefires. Hopes are
raised and then dashed. The killing
not only goes on but intensifies.
The past week has seen civilian
structures in the Syrian capital of
Damascus bombed. The assault
against Lebanon has continued,
with targets of no possible military
significance bombed. The destruc-
tion in Gaza goes on.

44,000 Gazans are now dead.
103,000 have been wounded. Star-
vation stalks Gaza. There have been

3,500 Lebanese killed and another
15,000 wounded.

A distraught UN official report-
ed that “sending aid to Gaza is more
difficult than ever with the north
totally cut off as chaos, suffering,
despair, death, destruction, dis-
placement, engulf the Palestinian
territory.”

The United Nations has passed
a resolution recognising the “per-
manent sovereignty of the Pal-
estinian people in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and of the Arab
population in the occupied Syrian
Golan over their natural resources.”
The resolution demands that Israel
stop destroying infrastructure such
as water and sewage pipelines and
electricity networks, and to stop
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confiscating Palestinians homes
and farms. Australia, along with
158 other UN member states, voted
in favour. A tiny clutch of countries
voted against. A small group but a
significant one. Leading them was
the USA.

The world community may
make declarations, but with the
‘ironclad’ support of the United
States, Israel continues to act
with disdain and impunity. The
Netanyahu government has shifted
further to the right with the recent
elevation of Israel Katz to the role
of Minister of Defence.

Another indication of the right-
ward shift of an already right-wing
regime, is the announcement by
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich
that preparations are being made to

annex the West Bank. Smotrich also
has a role within Israel’s Defence
Ministry. His task is to ‘oversee’ the
administration of the occupied West
Bank and its settlements. Smotrich
lives in an illegal settlement in the
West Bank. He has stated that “we
were a step away from applying
sovereignty to the settlements in
Judea and Samaria [a biblical refer-
ence to the region and used by the
extreme right in Israel] and now
is the time to do it. The year 2025
will, with God’s help, be the year
of sovereignty.”

His reference to 2025 is a
pointed one. It is the year that the
second Trump presidency begins.

Continued on page 2

Trump has repeatedly stated that Israel
must be able to “finish the job.’

Biden green lights dangerous escalation of war

against Russia by approving the Ukraine’s launch of
long range missiles into Russia territory. See page 2.

Pratt goes out of his way
to prove Marx correct

What Trump’s extremist
cabinet tells us
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Markets fail yet again

There is a critical shortage of intravenous (IV)
fluids like saline and sodium lactate solution in
Australia and globally. This is resulting in pain
and suffering, postponement of surgeries including
heart surgery, and longer stays in hospital for some
patients. There is no control over their distribution
and usage. Doctors are angry that the for-profit —
large profits — ‘pseudo-medical wellness companies’
are using IV fluids for infusion of vitamins. Such
therapies are being promoted by influencers on
social media.

It’s criminal that Australia is not self-sufficient
in such basic and essential medical products as IV
fluids. They are essential medicines used in hos-
pitals for routine and critical care such as fluid
replacement, resuscitation and administering other
medications directly into the bloodstream.

The Australian Health Practitioner Regulation
Agency issued a warning in 2022 over concerns
“unproven IV infusion treatments” were marketed
inappropriately, saying the treatments were not
supported by a medical justification, or scientific
evidence. Doctors should not need to ration care, and
make difficult choices about who or what medical
condition is more deserving of IV therapy.

A Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA)
spokesperson said the TGA continues to manage
the shortage and supply of IV fluids as a priority,
but was unable to stop wellness companies from
using the products. “The TGA does not regulate the
clinical decisions of health professionals and is un-
able to prevent clinics and/or doctors from using
their clinical judgement for using IV fluids for other
health conditions,” the spokesperson said.

“It is frustrating that sterile salt water — saline,
we call it — is in short supply in Australia,” Denise
Lyons, Newcastle-based nurse practitioner and
Australian Primary Health Care Nurses Association
(APNA) representative, said. “I’'m a bit disgusted
about it, the fact that it can be made so easily, seem-
ingly, but we still just can’t have access to it for god
knows how long. It’s shocking to me for something
that’s used so frequently in so many different ways
for so many different people.”

The TGA is forecasting that the shortages will
last well into 2025. “We are aware of shortages of
multiple intravenous (IV) fluid products from all
three Australian suppliers (Baxter Healthcare, B
Braun, and Fresenius Kabi).” Australia relies heavily
on imports that require approval from the TGA. It
is currently looking into some alternative products.

IV fluids are not the only medical product in short
supply. “It’s one of around 400 medications that
there’s a shortage of in Australia that are listed on
the TGA website and that’s because we don’t manu-
facture a lot of these products here in Australia, so
they have to come from overseas,” the TGA said.

It is criminal and a disgrace that Australia is not
self-sufficient in such a crucial medical product. This
shortage, and that of the 400 other products, illus-
trates how private corporations and the holy grail
of markets fail when left to their own devices. What
would Australia do in a time of war when imports
are cut off? A scary thought as Australia prepares
to join the US in a war on China.

Australia should be self-sufficient in pharma-
ceutical products. This means establishing its own
manufacturing sector in these products which
is owned, run, and controlled by the public, not-
for-profit sector. In addition, they must be tightly
regulated, giving the TGA and health authorities
greater teeth. There is no place for pseudo-medical,
for-profit outfits to be sapping vital medical supplies.

Guardian

Biden green lights
escalation of war
against Russia

William Briggs

A dangerous escalation of
the NATO war against Rus-
sia has moved from the possi-
ble to the probable. Zelensky
has been long urging his US
and NATO sponsors to give
the green light for Ukraine
to launch long range missile
strikes into Russian territo-
ry. Biden, in the dying days of
his presidency, has given the
go-ahead. It will have serious
ramifications.

The weapons have been ready
and primed for some time. As the
world waits to see what the Trump
presidency portends, the USA,
NATO, and Ukraine seem ready to
act to ensure that the war will drag
on even longer and with greater
loss of life.

The only reason that Zelensky
had not yet been given that permis-
sion earlier is that Putin has let it
be known that it would be regarded
as a virtual declaration of war. He
reminded the West there would be
a response and that it would be a
significant response. In Septem-
ber, Putin stated that “it is not a
question of allowing the Ukrainian
regime to strike Russia with these
weapons or not. It is about deciding
whether NATO countries become
directly involved in the military
conflict or not.”

The decision would be an
obvious one. In the event of such
a decision, Moscow would make
“appropriate decisions in response
to the threats that will be posed
tous.”

The UK has already provided
Ukraine with Storm Shadow mis-
siles with a range of 250 kilome-
tres. They are cruise missiles and
are launched from aircraft. The
Ukraine also has been supplied with
ATACM missiles from the USA, with
a range of 300 kilometres. These
are claimed to be for use within
Ukrainian territory. The ques-
tion remains why such obviously
offensive weapons, designated as
long range, are in the armoury of
Ukraine that is supposedly fighting
a defensive war.

It had always been anticipated
that Biden would allow the Ukrain-
ians to use these weapons. Observ-
ers had predicted in September
that such a decision would be made
before his presidency ended.

Then NATO Secretary-General,
Jens Stoltenberg, added fuel to the
fire, saying he did not feel that using
these weapons against Russia would
cross any “red line,” that it would
not be an escalation of the war and
that he did not believe that Putin
would “respond.” Stoltenberg said
that Russia “realises that NATO is
the strongest military alliance in
the world.”

Moscow was quick to respond.
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov commented that Stolten-
berg’s remarks were dangerous.
“This ostentatious desire not to
take seriously the Russian presi-
dent’s statements is a move that
is completely short-sighted and
unprofessional ... Stoltenberg’s
position is extremely provocative
and dangerous.”

Two months later we are faced
by the harsh reality.

It is provocative. It is danger-
ous. From the very beginning of
this conflict, the West has made it
clear that it would continue until
Russia was bled dry, and weakened.
For Russia it has become an exis-
tential crisis.

Such an escalation will make
matters far worse.

The European community have
been drawn deeper into the mire.
The argument that the billions
of dollars being pumped into the
war was almost an act of altruism
in the face of Russian ‘aggression’
needs to be finally put to bed. It is
a war being waged by the USA and
its European allies, not to protect
Ukrainian sovereignty but to dis-
member Russia. &

Trump, Israel, and
dark days for Palestine

Continued from page 1

Israel sees Trump as being
even more supportive than Biden.
It is a disturbing thought, given
the devastation wrought by Israel
with the full support of the Biden
government. Israel has been able
to ignore world opinion. The UN
call to recognise the permanent
sovereignty of Palestine can be
dismissed by Israel because it has
such an ally as the USA.

As difficult as it might seem, the
level of support from the incoming
Trump administration means an
even more terrifying future for the
Palestinian people, for Lebanon,
for Syria, for Iran.

Trump has repeatedly stated
that Israel must be able to “finish
the job.” He had been critical of
Biden for not being supportive
enough. His choice for defence sec-
retary, Marco Rubio spells danger
for the region.

Rubio scoffed at the idea of a
ceasefire. “I want them [the Israeli
military] to destroy every element of
Hamas they can get their hands on.
These people are vicious animals.”
He was loud in his denunciation
of any call to limit arms exports
to Israel.

He ridiculed any suggestion
that the illegal settlements in the
West Bank should be dismantled.
In a letter to Antony Blinken, he
stated that “Israelis rightfully
living in their historic homeland
are not the impediment to peace;
the Palestinians are.” This man

will be America’s alleged ‘top
diplomat.’

The man chosen by Trump to
be his secretary of defence, is Pete
Hegseth. It is an appointment that
has appalling possibilities for the
Middle East. The former soldier and
later Fox News host has derided
any suggestion of a two-state solu-
tion. He sees the conflict through
a particular biblical lens; that of
the evangelical Christian. “This is
not some mystical land that can be
dismissed. It’s the story of God’s
chosen people.” Iran, in his estima-
tion, is an “evil regime.”

Trump is well pleased with
his man. The president elect has
commented that “with Pete at the
helm, America’s enemies are on
notice — our military will be great
again, and America will never back
down.” “Nobody fights harder for
the troops, and Pete will be a coura-
geous and patriotic champion of our
‘Peace through Strength’ policy.”

Trump’s far-right agenda sits
comfortably with Israel and its far-
right agenda. The situation on the
ground in Gaza, in the West Bank,
in Lebanon, in Syria is already dire.

A report just published by
Human Rights Watch organisation
using UN figures offers evidence
that Israel is guilty of systemic war
crimes in its program of forced
displacement of the population
of Gaza.

The report highlights the fact
that 130,000 Palestinians have
been displaced since October 2024.

It shows that 1.9 million, or 9o per
cent of the population have been
forced to flee their homes in the past
year and that 79 per cent of Gaza is
under Israeli evacuation orders in
figures supplied by the UN.

The report states that this
equates to “forcible transfer” and
“shows it has been systematic and
part of a state policy.” All of this
meets the definition of ‘ethnic
cleansing.’

A separate report from the UN
Independent International Com-
mission of Inquiry on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and Israel, has
also been released. It states that
“Israel has perpetrated a concerted
policy to destroy Gaza’s healthcare
system as part of a broader assault
on Gaza, committing war crimes
and the crime against humanity
of extermination with relentless
and deliberate attacks on medical
personnel and facilities.”

These are damning reports.
They indict the Israeli regime.
Netanyahu routinely dismisses all
criticism as “anti-Semitic.” Biden
has made vague and insubstan-
tial remarks and comments about
enough being enough, while permit-
ting the crimes to continue. Nobody
believes, even for a moment, that
the Trump team, once in power,
will make even these feeble com-
ments. The world stands with the
Palestinian people, but they are
facing a dark future. &
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Woolies’ warehouse workers
commence indefinite strike

Miles Fitzsimmons

On Thursday 21 November members
of the United Workers’ Union (UWU)
at four Woolworths distribution cen-
tres commenced an indefinite strike
against their employer. Workers at
Melbourne Liquor, Melbourne South
Regional, Wodonga Regional, and
Erskine Park (NSW) Distribution Cen-
tres began pickets at their respective
worksites while workers at Heathwood
Chilled and Fresh Distribution Centre
(Q1d) undertook a one-hour stoppage
to endorse an indefinite strike along-
side their colleagues.

They are joined by workers at the
third-party logistics company Lineage in
Melbourne, who move frozen goods for
Woolworths, commencing a strike of their
own on 22 Friday.

The combined strike of these warehouses
represents a significant challenge for Wool-
worths, who have not faced a multiple ware-
house strike in recent memory, and their
response has been to stand down workers at
the striking warehouses. This involves stand-
ing down without pay all workers, regardless
of whether they are union members or not,
and ceasing operations at the affected sites.

On Tuesday 12 November UWU members
had undertaken one-hour stoppages at four
Woolworths distribution centres in Victoria
and NSW in order to endorse an indefinite
strike in the leadup to the busy Christmas
period. While Primary Connect has 16 distri-
bution centres, the Christmas period places
a significant strain on its network under
normal circumstances and the workers hope
to use the busy period to amplify the effect
of multiple warehouses striking in order to
force the company to meet their demands.

Workers at these distribution centres have
been bargaining with their employer Primary
Connect (the logistics arm of Woolworths
Group) over the second half of 2024 with
little progress in reaching a new Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement (EBA).

While the workers are demanding sig-
nificant pay rises to account for several years
of high inflation and cost of living pressures,
along with a series of other working condi-
tions, a major conflict that has developed in
bargaining. It is in regards to the program of
a performance framework and engineered

standards that Primary Connect is insist-
ent on introducing at all its warehouses
nationwide.

With the advent of computerised ware-
housing and warehouse management soft-
ware, almost all actions taken by workers in
a warehouse are confirmed and logged via
equipment like computer terminals, scan-
ners, or voice headsets. Primary Connect
contracts specialist firms to observe and
time workers throughout their warehouses
in order to create an average time it should
take the ‘reasonable worker’ to complete
each task in the warehouse.

Then throughout their shifts workers
are presented with a ‘goal time’ that the
system believes the job can be completed
in and when finishing their shifts they are
presented with a performance percentage
between 1 and 100 depending on how the
system considers them to have performed
against their goal times.

While the measuring of performance is
not new, what is new is Primary Connect’s
attempts to introduce a performance frame-
work at all its warehouses that requires work-
ers to maintain an average performance of
100 per cent. Failure to maintain this level
of performance under the framework would
allow the company to discipline the worker,
ranging from close monitoring and coaching
to improve performance, warnings, and all
the way up to termination.

Primary Connect attempted to introduce
the framework earlier this year but significant
resistance organised by the UWU led to them
suspending the program and withdrawing
disciplinary warnings that had been issued
under the framework.

One of the union’s claims in bargaining
is for EBA clauses that expressly prevent the
company disciplining any worker on the basis
of performance, similar to existing clauses
in other agreements, while Primary Connect
has thus far refused to even consider the
claim and retorted that the re-introduction
of the framework is a non-negotiable posi-
tion for them.

It is the union’s contention that the frame-
work is inherently unethical and unsafe as
it forces workers to pursue a performance
target while failing to consider the myriad
of factors that influence a warehouse worker
at any one time or the natural variation in
ability between workers or even the variation

12 November.

in ability a worker experiences from shift
to shift.

The company faces the prospect of sig-
nificant shortages and delays in a very busy
part of the year as these warehouses com-
bined move millions of cartons per week
under normal circumstances. Even before
Primary Connect faced the prospect of a
strike its performance framework was already
gathering media attention from print and
television outlets, with a consistent theme
of its unreasonableness and now the news
of a strike has sent Woolworths’ share price
tumbling to a four-year low.

In addition, this strike campaign adds
more negative public attention on top of
Woolworth’s increasingly poor public image.
In a year of significant public attention and
criticism for price gouging, price collusion,
and Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission investigations, these warehouse
workers can expect a decent amount of public
sympathy in their strike and fight against
the framework.

While the struggle of these workers is of
course a struggle between them and their
employer in the most immediate sense, it also
is part of a broader struggle against a cam-
paign by capitalists to introduce monitoring

Afternoon shift members at EPDC in Sydney brave the rain to endorse strike action on
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and disciplinary regimes, so called ‘scientific
management, that breaks a worker’s job into
a series of discrete tasks with an ‘optimal’
execution that can be timed and averaged
to create a standard that workers must meet
or be punished.

As Marx once wrote, under capitalism
the worker is reduced to little more than an
extension of the machine and under these
systems the worker’s very physical move-
ment is controlled and monitored in order
to maximise the extraction of surplus value
and therefore maximise the potential profits
of a capitalist enterprise.

As capitalists experience a never-ending
need to seek profit and further exploit the
resources available to them systems like
the performance framework are a reality
that awaits many workers whenever the
technology that enables them is adopted in
an industry. We should support these ware-
house workers not only because it is another
battle between the working and capitalist
classes but because it is also a front in the
fight against cruel management systems like
the performance framework.

All support to the Woolies’ workers in
their strike! @&
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The first week of the United
Nations global climate sum-
mit in Baku, Azerbaijan, does
not appear to have brought
nations any closer to a climate
justice deal.

The end of the first week was
marked on by a global “day of
action” for climate justice around
the globe where protesters demon-
strated their frustration over the
lack of progress towards dealing
with the climate emergency.

In week one, there appears to
have been little progress made on
the issue of how much money rich
countries should pay to developing
ones to move away from dirty fuels;
how to cope with rising seas and
temperatures; and pay for damage
already caused by climate-driven
extreme weather.

Countries remain about US$1
trillion (AU$1.53 trillion) a year
apart in the big numbers to be
settled.

While poor countries have come

up with a number for the total final
package, the rich donor nations
have assiduously avoided giving
a total, choosing to pick a figure
late in the bargaining game, said
Debbie Hillier, the global climate
policy lead of Mercy Corps.

“The intention of developed
countries to really come clean and
show commitment is missing,” said
Harjeet Singh, global engagement
director for the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty Initiative.

“They have not uttered a
single word on what the [final
total] is going to be which is very
disturbing.”

United Nations climate secre-
tary Simon Stiell said: “Negotiations
on key issues need to be moving
much faster.”

“What’s at stake here in Baku,”
Stiell said, is “nothing less than
the capacity to halve emissions
this decade and protect lives and
livelihoods from spiralling climate
impacts.”

Hundreds of activists formed
a human chain outside one of the

main plenary halls at the summit
on what is traditionally their big-
gest protest day during the two-
week talks.

The protest was echoed at sites
around the world in a global “day
of action” for climate justice that’s
become an annual event.

During the Baku demonstra-
tions activists waved flags, snapped
their fingers and hummed and
mumbled chants in a silent protest,
with many covering their mouths
with the word “silenced.”

Lidy Nacpil, a co-ordinator with
the Asian Peoples’ Movement on
Debt and Development said pro-
testers like her are “not surprised”
about how negotiations are going.

“This has been the worst first
week of a COP in my 15 years
of attending this summit,” said
Mohamed Adow, of climate think
tank Power Shift Africa.

He said: “I sense a lot of frustra-
tion, especially among the develop-
ing country blocks here.”

Morning Star &
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Disability Support Pension
Take action

During a recent Senate Esti-
mates the Australian gov-
ernment released its official
response to the report on the
Purpose, intent and adequacy
of the Disability Support Pen-
sion (DSP). People with Dis-
ability Australia (PWDA), the
Australian Council for Social
Service (ACOSS), and disabil-
ity advocacy organisations
have expressed alarm at the
government’s dismissal of the
report’s recommendations.

They have called for urgent
action to address barriers to access-
ing the DSP, the risk of poverty
for recipients, and to reform how
eligibility is assessed, and avenues
for dispute resolution.

Key recommendations from the
report that have not been actioned
include:

« Amending claims processes to
ensure people with disability
or chronic illness who have
little opportunity to enter or
re-enter the labour force are
granted the Disability Support
Pension.

Removal of mutual obligations
for people during the process of
making claims and making the
program of support voluntary,
“abandoning punitive
compliance measures,” and
making employment services
more effective.

Increasing funding for
disability advocacy, community
legal services, and First
Nations organisations to
support DSP claimants in their
claims process.

Increasing funding to improve
linkages between Services
Australia and First Nations
organisations.

Establishing principles in

the administration of social
security, including proactively
assisting people to access
support; treating people with
respect.

Adjusting service delivery to
meet individual needs.

While changes to the impair-
ment tables in 2023 were a starting
point for reform, the failure to act
on the systemic flaws in how the

Tactile tablet for the blind. Photo: Kristina Tsvetanova, Slavi Slavev /
BLITAB Technology GmbH — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

DSP is administered and who it
is available to has left people with
disability without the financial
resources necessary to live.

PWDA President Marayke
Jonkers:

“It’s unacceptable that this
report has sat on the shelf for over
two years and received such a lack-
lustre response. The government
has not explained why the report’s
recommendations are no longer
relevant. We know the Disability
Support Pension needs to be higher
and available to more people with
disability or far too many in our
community will continue to live in
poverty and not have the financial
resources to meet their most basic
needs.

“The government must take
action.

“This response from the govern-
ment collides with changes to the
NDIS and people with disability
facing new or continued gaps in
services and fears over how they
will pay for things like mobility
aides, assistive technology, and
support workers.

“Major changes are needed to
support the employment of people
with disability but these must go
hand-in-hand with an adequate
social safety net for those who are

unable to participate in employ-
ment, including people with chronic
illnesses. The Disability Support
Pension is a lifeline for many that
determines whether their support
and living needs will be met — and
there are too many people who don’t
have access, who should.”

ACOSS CEO Dr Cassandra
Goldie:

“Everyday people with dis-
ability struggle to afford the basic
essentials of life due to a system
that does more to exclude them
than support them.

“Each year, 44 per cent of
claims for the Disability Support
Pension are rejected thanks to a
bureaucratic, stressful, and imper-
sonal claims process. People with
disability end up on the woefully
inadequate $56 a day JobSeeker
Payment, with some forced to do
mutual obligations despite having
a disability or chronic ill health.

“The government cannot sweep
this national shame under the rug.
It has a duty to ensure Australia’s
social security provides people
with enough to cover essentials,
including the extra costs that
disability brings, and are treated
with the respect and dignity they
deserve.” &

Fee-free TAFE welcomed

The country’s largest union,
the Australian Nursing
and Midwifery Federation
(ANMPF), has welcomed the
Albanese government’s com-
mitment to expanding fee-free
TAFE courses.

ANMF Federal Secretary Annie
Butler said enduring funding for
free TAFE study would help address
skills shortages in the nursing and
aged care workforces and save stu-
dents thousands of dollars a year
in TAFE course fees.

The union says TAFE courses
have proven to be a success in
providing students with ‘hands-on’
training and placements in relevant
healthcare settings, helping build
the nation’s nursing and aged care
workforce, to meet the needs of our
growing, ageing population.

“We’ve been delighted that,
so far, over 300,000 women have
enrolled in fee-free courses across
various sectors, including nursing,
aged care, and disability services,”
said Butler.

“In a cost-of-living crisis, the
Albanese government’s commit-
ment to continue with free TAFE
courses, will save a student nurse
thousands of dollars a year in course
fees. For example, in Queensland,
a student enrolled in a Diploma of
Nursing course would save almost
$16,000.

“We need to urgently grow the
next generation of high-quality
health and aged care workers and
removing cost-barriers like these
will continue to attract students
into care industries which are still
struggling to find suitably-trained
staff.

“Fee-free TAFE courses will
help recruit new enrolled nurses
into the profession and deliver a
pipeline of suitably-trained job-
ready workers and the ANMF
commends the government on its
commitment to supporting the
health and aged care workforce.”

More broadly, reductions in
funding for vocational education
such as TAFE are both a cause

and a consequence of the decline
in participation in programs,
contributing to a damaging cycle
of cumulative causation: reduced
enrolments allow governments
to further cut funding, which in
turn further damages the quality
of vocational training, and further
reduces the incentive for students
to enrol (and undermining the
confidence of employers in the
whole system).

Continued collapse in enrol-
ments and 8 years of declining
apprenticeship completions make
it very clear: Australia’s domestic
skills pipeline is in disarray. This
has implications for whether Aus-
tralia will have the right workforce
with the right skills for the future
economy.

TAFE and the VET system are
critical to supporting millions of
Australians to access training, facili-
tating crisis-accelerated employ-
ment transitions, and meeting skills
shortages. @&
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The fact that the world has so far continued to buy
dollars come what may has underpinned US pow-
er, funding its enormous deficits, themselves largely
used to finance the Pentagon, as well as allowing it
through threat of exclusion from the dollar economy to
increasingly export its foreign policy and extend uni-
lateral sanctions to third parties.

Yet this position is being eroded. Sooner or later, US
indebtedness will hit its limit. It is currently a stag-
gering $35 ftrillion and escalating each year. Trump’s
commitment to tax cuts and more military spend-
ing will only enlarge the gap, whatever spending
reductions his new adviser Elon Musk is able to find
elsewhere.

So, the day may not be far off when money markets
no longer see the dollar as the ultra-safe investment
they presently do, in which case interest rates will rise,
in turn exacerbating the problem. At present, interest
payments cost each US citizen nearly $2,500 a year.

The BRICS+ countries (including Brazil, Russia, India,
South Africa) constitute another threat. Their summits
regularly call for reduced reliance on the dollar — and
this is not just hot air. Increasingly, countries outside
Washington’s immediate alliance networks are seek-
ing to transact their business in other currencies.

While no other currency looks in a position to take
over as a global reserve, since China does not allow
full convertibility of the renminbi, many states, includ-
ing major exporters, are looking to settle balances in
their own tender.

Trump, not as much of an ignoramus as he contrives
to present, is aware of the danger. In one of his less-
noticed threats during the election campaign, he
wielded the big stick at any state thinking of dumping
the dollar. “We will keep the US dollar as the world’s
reserve currency,” he said. “It is currently under major
siege. Many countries are leaving the dollar.

“They’re not going to leave the dollar with me. I'll say,
‘You leave the dollar, you're not doing business with
the US, because we’re going to put 100 per cent tariff
on your goods.”” On another occasion, the President-
elect said flatly that he “would not allow countries to
go off the dollar.”

Trump’s bluster underscores the vulnerability of US
imperialism and the sense of a world gradually escap-
ing Washington’s grip.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the election of Donald
Trump as the crowning of the corporate dictator-
ship, a period Karl Marx forecast in The Poverty of
Philosophy: “Finally, there came a time when every-
thing that men had considered as inalienable became
an object of exchange, of traffic and could be alien-
ated. This is the time when the very things which till
then had been communicated, but never exchanged;
given but never sold; acquired but never bought — vir-
tue, love, conviction, knowledge, conscience — when
everything finally passed into commerce. It is the
time of general corruption, of universal venality, or,
to speak in terms of political economy, the time when
everything, moral or physical, is brought to the market
to be assessed at its truest value.”
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Militarisation of West Papua

On Australia’s doorstep we have a
situation very similar to what is hap-
pening in Gaza and the West Bank of
Palestine. The new Indonesian Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto has deepened
the occupation of West Papua.

He has sent in the army of soldiers and
workers to achieve this by force. Indone-
sia has continued to divide West Papua
by dividing it from one province into six
smaller provinces each with hand-picked
local government officials. This divide and
conquer strategy involves additional mili-
tary command bases in every one of these
mini-provinces, indeed in nearly every West
Papuan village.

President Subianto has reopened the
Ministry of Transmigration to facilitate this
exercise in colonisation after it had ceased
operation in the year 2000 when “special
autonomy” was brought into West Papua.

Thousands of immigrant workers from
various parts of Indonesia are being chosen
to work on the massive food estates in Mer-
auke in the southern part of West Papua.
The land will be used to grow sugar, rice,
and palm oil.

Obviously, with over 200 bulldozers
having already arrived and at work moving
at a rapid pace, deforestation has become a
real environmental threat. In addition, with
the arrival of over 10,000 new forces from the
Indonesian Army, Tentara Negara Indonesia
(TNI), whose brutal reputation only serves
to raise serious security concerns for West
Papuans, there is a heightened humanitar-
ian threat.

Now a new highway is being constructed
over 135 kilometres long in a cleared area
one kilometre wide, mainly to transport the
food. There has been no consultation with the
Indigenous owners about this. The project has
been deemed to be in the “national interest”
as it will provide food security for a rapidly
expanding Indonesian population in a time
of climate change.

APPEAL TO AUTHORITIES
FOR JUSTICE

West Papuan landowners made an appeal
to one authority:

“We told him the destruction and
impact that we suffered from the

Image: AK Rockefeller — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

project. We already complained to
him but he did nothing. So, we are
appalled [about] whom he protects?
We reject the corporation, but they
already bulldoze our forest, dig up our
water fountain, drive away fish, deer,
kangaroo, pigs, and other animals. So,
we came here to Jakarta to raise our
concerns to the government ministries
here.”

Vincent, another landowner from Jag-
egob District, continues:

“In my area, they plan to grow
sugarcane. My clan has already rejected
the project. We are a bit better off than
Mama Sinta’s situation because we did
not deal with the [military] troops. We
only deal with Bintara Pembina Desa
(Babinsa, low ranking army officers)
who go around door to door to tell

off people to give up their land. This

[action] has caused tension and rift
within families. For some families,
where [a] brother agrees to receive
compensation, his sister opposes or vice
versa so they have [a] family fight.”

Simon, the Coordinator of Forum Soli-
daritas Merauke (Solidarity Forum of Mer-
auke), narrated his story:

“Around June-July 2024, we saw a
luxury cruise [ship] with five decks
and helipad belongs to Haji Thsam*
harboured in Mariana Strait. Towards
the end of July 2024, some 100
excavators arrived, and they are now
clearing the forest aiming to construct
135 km road with 1 km wide straight
from District Ilwayap in the West

to District Muting in the East. The
excavators are so cruel. They just killed
deer by crushing them with their claws
just like that. Meanwhile, the army are

flying around with choppers and shoot
dead any deer they see running away
from the excavators. Then they collect
and bring them to the camp to eat. They
never ask for our permission.”
*Haji Insam is a wealthy Indonesian
pusinessman.

In celebrating the 63rd Anniversary of
West Papua’s Declaration of Independence
the Australia West Papua Association is
seeking support to:

« Stop the militarisation of West Papua
« Stop the Transmigration
« Stop the Land Grab.

The Australia West Papua Association

urges Australians to:

« Stop travelling to Bali in protest!

» Express their concern to their local
Federal MP.

The Australia West Papua Association (SA)

Inc. @&

Democracy: more than a sausage

A Carruthers

The electoral reform Bill that Labor
is right now trying to push through
Parliament has some things that look
good, and may look like avoiding turn-
ing Australian elections into US-style
hysterical, money-fuelled electoral
cycles in the future. But there are
catches. While donation transpar-
ency is good, the real reason Labor
and Liberal want to pass it is to rein-
force the two-party dictatorship, or
what some are calling the “political
duopoly.”

Currently Australia’s preferential election
system allows for more minor parties, which
is healthy for us and may help democratise
our system. But Labor and Liberal are not
happy with this. So what’s the real back-
ground behind the proposed changes?

QUIET CHANGES
NOBODY NOTICES

In 2021, Scott Morrison quietly passed
into law that political parties have to have
1,500 members to run in elections, raising
it from 500 previously. While this may seem
like a trifle, a small change, it revealed a
worrying mindset: the major parties don’t
view minor parties as evidence of expanding
representation or vibrant democracy. They
view them as a threat.

Against this background, Albo’s Electoral
Reform Bill is precisely the same thing, part
of the same push. Part of the Bill is dedicated

to increasing funding for parties who gain
votes to $5 from the current rate of $3.346,
and the rate of $2.914 for the last election.
This means Labor and Liberal will get $20
million more in the next election should
they win the same (declining) amount in
the popular vote.

This smells of desperation about the
future. As independent Senator David Pocock
put it, it looks like a “major-party stitch up.”
Labor and Liberal fear independents and
minor parties, but they are also preparing
for the event that more left-wing parties
challenge their social-democrat and far-
right policies which are growing more and
more unpopular across the Western world,
including in the USA. We saw what the US
Democrats did to suppress new movements
within their party.

AUSTRALIA: A FAILING
DEMOCRACY?

So how healthy is Australia’s democracy?
Is it too early to do a health check on it?

Local Councils in Australia are famously
corrupt, for one. Councils are supposed to
be the bedrock of grassroots democracy, but
corruption watchdogs have found aston-
ishing levels of corruption and back room
deals, including even Real Estate collusion,
drugs, and sex in the recent shocking case
of Moonee Valley Council.

IBAC, the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission, discovered
among other things, the use of cocaine as
payment to councillors.

There’s a strong case to be made that
something is wrong. Things are getting worse,
not better. Transparency is completely lack-
ing, but not just transparency, commitment
to people, to serving the people.

We need to review our democracy, instead
of having arrogance and blind faith that it
is better than every other country in the
world. We have serious problems that are
being overlooked.

Worse, the Australian two-party system
is remarkably rigid when it comes to positive
reforms to democratise the system. We do
not have a Women'’s Federation. We do not
have a Disability Federation to Parliament.
We do not have a broad-based system for
minority representation outside the occa-
sional MP who represents their community.

What about creative reform? What about
a First Nations Congress? Do we not need an
Indigenous Head of State? What about an
All-Migrant Consultative Conference? Who
will represent migrant communities and
address their needs in an all-round manner?

And why do we not have a Worker’s Coun-
cil, something like the ACTU or a national
Union body represented in parliament?

No longer can Labor be trusted to listen
to Unions and their members. So what will
happen to democracy when Union represen-
tation all but disappears nationally?

CREATIVITY STIFLED

Institutional rot comes from the lack of
movement and change in its function. Aus-
tralia’s Constitution and its political system
is remarkably rigid. It hasn’t changed for a

long time. Conservatives say this is good for
stability. But Australian people, the majority
working class and the minorities that make
up our populace, need changes to reflect
what Australia has become, what modern
Australia looks like today.

If we do not have institutional creativity,
the ability to not just reinforce the current
system but reform it to be better and more
representative, there will be a growing dis-
connect between the society and the state.
This is already happening. Bourgeois liberal
“democracy” is fast becoming a corporate
dictatorship out of touch with the needs of
the people.

Universities in Australia famously have
some of the most dictatorial and authoritarian
governance systems ever created in Australia,
including entire governing councils bereft
of student or staff representation, decisions
made with zero consultation. These kinds of
anti-democratic developments are creating
a more desperate and disaffected populace
across the board.

Demand democracy! That should be
our cry in the next period; break the two-
party system and strive for a parliament
that acts in the interests of the majority and
the minorities of our country. Our system
is quietly turning into an autocracy and we
have to keep a close eye on it. If we don’t, in
the future we will be sorry. &
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Pratt goes out of his way

to prove Marx correct

William Briggs

Australian billionaire Antho-
ny Pratt has announced that
he now has his Green Card
and will be a permanent res-
ident of the United States.
His packaging and recycling
business, Visy, has made him
one of Australia’s richest peo-
ple. The announcement of
the move to the USA comes
days after Trump’s election
victory. Pratt has strong ties
with Trump and can expect
to do well from presidential
patronage.

Visy is a private, family-owned
company currently worth $24 bil-
lion. The company has expanded
significantly and now has 180 facili-
ties across the world and a growing
presence in the USA.

Pratt is often portrayed as an
example of the success of the private
capitalist entrepreneur. It has to
be acknowledged that he is a true
representative of his class.

His meteoric rise to super-
wealth in Australia came while he
courted both Labor and Coalition
governments. Scott Morrison once
described him as the “Don Bradman
of job creation.” While receiving
such praise he was paying no tax.
A true representative of capital.

When taxes were demanded of
this billionaire’s business the result
was so skewed as to be at a rate of
5.8 per cent, as opposed to the full
rate of corporate tax of 30 per cent.

Capitalism and capitalists have
no other allegiance but to profit.
Marx and Engels wrote the Com-
munist Manifesto, 176 years ago.
They wrote, not of individual capi-
talists but of a class of capitalists.
They wrote of how “the need of a
constantly expanding market for
its products chases the bourgeoisie
over the entire surface of the globe.
It must nestle everywhere, settle

everywhere, establish connexions
everywhere.” Pratt and his ilk per-
sonify that description.

For the Pratts of this world,
nationality means nothing, the
nation-state means nothing, bor-
ders do not exist. There is only
one consideration and that is the
accumulation of profit.

Pratt Industries is now the 18th
largest privately owned manufactur-
ing company in the US. In a state-
ment upon making the ‘permanent’
move to the USA, Anthony Pratt
said that “we decided it was time to
live in America because: My family
are all US citizens [and] over the
past 30 years we have invested to
build 70 factories in America, creat-
ing 12,000 well-paying American
manufacturing jobs.” These “well-
paid” jobs are simply in line with
US averages.

While Pratt can be seen as a
metaphor for capital. He aligns so
completely with the Marxist view
of capital ‘nestling’ everywhere,
and also brings to life the line from
the Manifesto that ‘connexions’
are made everywhere. He has paid
‘consultancies’ to both Tony Abbott
and Paul Keating and has paid for
favours across the USA.

He has won praise and hon-
ours for his work. The governor of
Kentucky conferred the honorary
title of ‘Kentucky Colonel’ on the
Australian capitalist.

Anthony Pratt’s work also shows
the dialectical relationship between
state and capital. Ultimately Pratt
operates for Pratt. The state exists
to facilitate capital. Capital needs
the state. The capitalist state assists
Pratt. It must do so. But Pratt owes
no special allegiance to any state;
Australian or American.

The quest for profit takes him
from Australia to the USA. The
pledge, on his part, to invest bil-
lions into the US economy wins
him the support and patronage of

Anthony Pratt provides the keynote address during The Wall Street Journal Global Food Forum, Washington,
D.C., 2019. Photo: USDA Lance Cheung — flickr.com (public domain)

the incoming president. It’s how
the wheel turns.

Marx and Engels, in the Mani-
festo, wrote that the working class
“have no country.” The bourgeoisie
will, when economic needs demand,
move entire manufacturing centres
from one country to another to
secure profit. The working class
were traditionally forced to migrate
to find jobs. Capital was stable and
the working class portable. Today
capital more frequently moves to
where there is an exploitable work-
ing class. The worker might have
no country but then, neither does
the capitalist.

Pratt has moved to the US. He
spends time with Trump at Mar-a-
Largo. He has interests everywhere.
He opens recycling plants and is

regarded as a good corporate citi-
zen. He has his Green Card. He has
the capacity to greatly enhance his
personal wealth as Visy remains a
private company.

In Australia, he has won acco-
lades for his recycling endeavours.
He has also been fined for cartel
activities and for price-fixing. He
has been fined for non-payment
of taxes. In 2020 his paper mill
recycling plant at Reservoir in
Melbourne was found to be pro-
ducing “odorous pollution” from
its chimneys. The case is on-going.

New, greener pastures await
this prince of capital. A Trump
presidency serves him well. Gina
Rhinehart, that doyen of Australian
capitalism, after Trump’s victory
offered this advice to Albanese,

“please, Mr Prime Minister bring
more of those successful economic
policies such as cutting tax and cut-
ting red tape.”

Trump seems happy to cut ‘red
tape’ when it comes to environ-
mental protection. He chose Lee
Zeldin to lead the Environmental
Protection Agency who pledged
to ease regulations. A cardboard
box manufacturer and recycling
magnate who has been accused of
breaking environmental safeguards
in Australia must see this as a posi-
tive sign.

For Pratt, it is a positive sign.
Pratt will ‘nestle’ in the US and has
already made ‘connexions’ there.
Marx and Engels might have used
him as a template. &

Code for job cuts

The Commonwealth Bank (CBA) is cut-
ting over 100 skilled technology roles
despite its Chairman Paul O’Malley
claiming, just last month at its AGM,
that there is a lack of skilled technol-
ogy workers in Australia.

The Finance Sector Union (FSU) reports
they have been advised that the 105 roles
impacted are located across various business
units including Retail Technology, Business
Banking Tech, Ops and Tech Corp Services,
and Chief Security Office functions.

FSU National Assistant Secretary Jason
Hall said:

“The decision to sack 105 highly skilled

workers from technology roles at CBA is a
cruel blow to dedicated staff proud to work
at a bank that continues to claim it is the
most technologically advanced in Australia.
We reject that these cuts are for modernisa-
tion and simplification — that’s just code for
cost cutting.

“Once again it appears CBA is putting
profits ahead of its people.

“If CBA cared about being leaders in
technology, they’d be finding ways to keep
these staff, not sacking them.

“These cuts come off the back of 116
job cuts in September also allegedly for
efficiency and simplification. At the time a
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spokesperson claimed the CBA’s ‘priority
was to deploy or reskill” impacted staff for
a new role or opportunity where possible.
We ask CBA to today commit to ensuring
that no worker faces leaving the Bank over
these cuts.

“CBA has been increasing employment
offshore as it sacks staff onshore which is
outrageous behaviour for our largest bank.
It also highlights the lack of commitment to
this country and to training the workers who
are helping it make profits and contributing
to sky high executive salaries.”

Meanwhile, workers at up to 114 own-
er-managed branches (OMBs) face being
sacked with no redundancy benefits, due to
the refusal of Bank of Queensland (BoQ) to
offer them employment.

That’s because many of the BoQ OMBs
are classified as small business employers
as they have 15 or less employees meaning
some of those left without a job will also
receive no retrenchment payments.

While there’s an Expression of Interest
process for staff to indicate their desire to
move across to corporate employment, it’s
not being made clear that if they don’t express
interest they won’t have a job.

BoQ revealed in August that they will be
cutting staff numbers and suddenly taking
over OMBs. The FSU and BoQ members are
outraged that BoQ is operating in a manner
designed to have OMB employees leave before
those branches are taken over.

“We’ve written to Patrick Allaway,
CEO and Managing Director of Bank of

Queensland, demanding that he acts to ensure
the workers who have been building their
profits — and his sky-high pay packet — are
protected by decent redundancy provisions,
if they’re not offered an ongoing job with the
Bank,” said Hall.

“As at today, BoQ staff don’t even know
how many jobs are going to be cut and from
where. And those in OMBs are worried that
if their job goes, they could be walking out
with no severance pay.

“Our members are stressed and con-
cerned, worried they’ll find themselves
without a job due to this BoQ Corporate
surprise takeover.”

The union warns that such cuts will also
have an impact on the remaining staff and
customers who rely on the OMBs as they will
have less people providing the same service
and called this whole process a “shambles.”

“Here’s a business that earned $343
million last year, proposing to cut staff
numbers even before they’ve taken control
of the branches, in an effort to reduce their
overall costs.

“It’s extraordinary that they can propose
reducing staffing numbers in those branches
when the work remains the same. Remain-
ing staff will be left to deal with the impact
of under-resourcing.

“The right thing to do for staff and cus-
tomers as part of this takeover is to employ
all the existing owner-managed branch staff.

“Customers should be concerned by this
— they won’t even guarantee the future of
the branches once in corporate control.” &
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Frack off

Highway action NT. Photo: Lock the Gate Alliance — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Territorians condemn the
Finocchiaro government’s
approval of gas company
Empire Energy’s Carpentaria
project, and renew calls for
the Albanese government to
use the powers available to it
to protect water from frack-
ing. At the time of writing the
specific details were not yet
available because the North-
ern Territory government has
14 days to publish the approval
on its website.

However, Empire Energy’s
original application indicated its
Carpentaria fracking project would:
» Require nearly one billion
litres of groundwater from the
important gum ridge aquifer
over the project’s four-year
lifespan.

Produce up to 475,000 tonnes
of greenhouse gas pollution
each year, despite the Pepper
Inquiry recommendation 9.8
which states fracking should
only go ahead if there can be no
net increase in emissions.

of drilling waste per well for
each of its 9 wells. Empire
previously provided no
information about how it will
dispose of this waste.

Store contaminated waste
water in huge, open, man-
made ponds, contrary to
recommendations this practice
be avoided to prevent the risk
of spills.

The project has already attract-
ed significant criticism, with Tra-
ditional Owners raising concerns
earlier this year after Empire Energy
failed to report a find of ancient
stone tools near one of its exist-
ing exploration wells to the herit-
age regulator. This is the second
Empire Energy project approved
by the Finocchiaro government
since it came to power, despite the
company’s history.

Arid Lands Environment Centre
spokesperson Hannah Ekin said,
“Each new fracking well is doing the
Territory damage, posing serious
contamination risks to water that
sustains towns and communities.

huge volumes of water with toxic
chemicals and sand, and pushing
them deep underground at high
pressure. It’s a recipe for disaster.”

“Despite Empire Energy’s track
record, the Finocchiaro govern-
ment has approved this explora-
tion permit. This doesn’t pass the
pub test.

“The Finocchiaro government
is deploying a scorched earth
strategy to push through as many
fracking projects as possible ... This
will harm Territorians. No one
wins from this except for fracking
companies.

“The CLP government is tram-
pling over Territorians to do the
bidding of big gas companies.” This
will give fracking companies a free
run to inflict whatever damage they
want on Territory communities and
their unique environment.

“We're calling on the Albanese
government to urgently call in this
project using the Water Trigger in
national environment laws so a
proper independent review of the
risks can be conducted.” &
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Produce 600 cubic metres

“Fracking involves mixing

COP process
no longer fit for purpose

Roger McLenzie

The global climate policy process is no longer
fit for purpose and requires comprehensive
overhaul, according to a group of prominent
scientists, advocates, and policy leaders.

The urgent message in an open letter to the
United Nations comes as world leaders gather in the
Azerbaijani capital Baku for the 29th Conference of
the Parties climate summit (COP29).

Signatories to the letter include former UN secre-
tary-general Ban Ki Moon, Earth4All executive chair-
woman Sandrine Dixson-Decleve, Potsdam Institute
for Climate Action Research director Johan Rockstrom,
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change former
executive secretary Christiana Figueres, and former
Ireland president Mary Robinson.

The letter highlights the limitations of the existing
COP process to enact the rapid, large-scale changes
now urgently required to limit warming to the 1.5°C
threshold.

“It is now clear that the COP is no longer fit for
purpose,” the letter states.

“We need a shift from negotiation to
implementation.”

The letter follows remarks from the president of
COP29’s host country that oil and gas are a “gift of
God” and news that an official of Azerbaijan’s COP
presidency had been using the event to advance fossil
fuel business deals.

Dixson-Decleve said,“We need a COP process that

offers delivery, not delay. We demand COPs that are
platforms for government and stakeholder ambition,
not enablers of fossil energy contracts and growing
greenhouse gas emissions.”

She said: “After 28 COPs, time is up on negotia-
tions that don’t foster action and implementation.
Planetary stability is dependent on equality, justice
and poverty alleviation to address the greatest exis-
tential challenge of our time.”

The signatories warn that we can no longer exclude
the possibility of surpassing 2.9°C of warming by 2100.

Rockstrom warned that the Earth was “in critical
condition,” while Figueres said, “We cannot hope to
achieve a just transition without significant reforms
to the COP process that ensure fair representation of
those most affected.”

The signatories propose seven key reforms.

An improvement to the selection process for COP
presidencies; switching COP meetings to smaller, more
frequent, solution-driven meetings; strengthening the
process with mechanisms to hold countries account-
able for targets and commitments; a more robust
tracking of climate financing; and an amplification
of the voices of authoritative science.

The letter also calls for more recognition of the
links between poverty, inequality, and planetary insta-
bility as well as stronger transparency and disclosure
rules for fossil fuel and other companies attending
the meetings.

Moming Star &

COP 29 carbon-market con

The first day of the 29th climate negotiations (COP 29) in Baku,
Azerbaijan opened with a much applauded ‘decision’ on inter-
national carbon markets under Article 6 of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
Representatives of the 197 countries present at COP29 were
presented with a fait accompli. Contrary to normal practice the
question of international carbon markets was given the green light
without negotiation, debate or discussion at COP29. This sets a
dangerous precedent.

“It is a very bad signal to open this finance COP by legitimising
carbon markets as a solution to climate change. They’re not — they
will increase inequalities, infringe on human rights, and hinder real
climate action,” Cacique Ninawa Huni Kui, Federation of Huni Kui
People of the State of Acre Coordinator — Amazon, Brazil said.

Global Coordinator, Hands Off Mother Earth! (HOME) Alliance
said, “COP29 has had a very bad start and sets an appalling prec-
edent from a procedural point of view, but above all, it has taken
yet another step on the road to climate disaster by backing false
solutions and the interest of a few to the detriment of the planet
and peoples. As the last decades have shown, carbon markets
are not only a false solution to the climate crisis but also perpetu-
ate the extractive colonial model of development and human rights
violations.”

Carbon markets involve credits for the ‘removal’ of carbon from the
atmosphere which can be sold to countries, corporations, and oth-
er organisations giving them credit for the removal. They can be a
source of large profits.

Silvia Ribeiro, Latin America Director, ETC Group described the
decision as “[...] a triple blow against climate justice, nature, and
communities. It allows the Article 6.4 supervisory body to decide
independently and to not be accountable to the Parties [to the
UNFCCC], which is a very serious precedent against democracy
and transparency at United Nations. At the same time, the stand-
ards of this unaccountable body open the floodgates for dangerous
marine and terrestrial geoengineering experiments to become new
business, profiting in the carbon markets, even though they entail
serious environmental and social threats and will worsen the cli-
mate chaos.”

Geoengineering refers to large-scale technological schemes to
intervene in the planet’s climate system with governments and cor-
porations depending on as yet unproven massive schemes for the
removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere in the future to
achieve ‘net zero’ emissions. The methods include such things as:

* Ocean Alkalinity Enhancement by increasing the alkalinity of
seawater by chemical means in open ocean coastal and near-
shore areas in order to allow the oceans to absorb more carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere.

» Marine Cloud Brightening (or Cloud Reflectivity Enhancement)
increasing the whiteness of clouds in order to reflect more sun-
light back into space by such means as spraying a fine mist
(of seawater, for example) into low-lying marine clouds to cre-
ate more cloud condensation nuclei, which would allow more
vapour to condense and brighten the clouds.

Stratospheric Aerosol Injection releasing large quantities of sul-
phur particles (such as sulphur dioxide) into the stratosphere
to act as a reflective barrier against incoming sunlight. Self-
levitating particles, as well as other reflective minerals (like
titanium and aluminium), are also being considered.

Genetic engineering is playing god with nature without regula-
tions or concerns about repercussions on third world countries or
ecosystems.

“Carbon markets put Indigenous Peoples’ lives at risk,” Tom
Goldtooth, Executive Director of the Indigenous Environmental
Network said. “For over 20 years, these fraudulent mechanisms
have allowed fossil fuel industries to continue with impunity. At this
COP 29, the corporate capture has superseded any semblance
of UN democracy with a move from the COP Presidency to go
rogue and push through Article 6 carbon market methodology and
removals texts without following party-driven procedure.”

Goldsmith summed the ‘decision’ up: “Carbon markets are not
climate finance [for third world countries]. They are not the mean-
ingful Real Zero action we desperately need while the world
reaches record breaking temperatures. They are a get-out-
of-jail-free card for the world’s Big Polluters and Global North
governments. And they condemn people and the planet.”




8 25 November 2024

Who’s a threat?

Nathan Barnes

Michael Moore, in his excel-
lent film Bowling For Colum-
bine, remarks upon the
culture of fear in the United
States. It is the most discern-
ible link to and justification for
the country’s equally preva-
lent gun culture.

Moore, you will remember,
did some elementary but telling
on-the-spot research on the high
murder rate, multi-locked doors,
suspicion, and fear on the part of
people in Michigan compared with
the unlocked doors, openness, lack
of fear, and low murder rate of
people living just over the border
in Canada.

With more guns than people,
and backed by its super-power arse-
nal, the US population should be
the most secure and least frightened
in the world. Instead they are the
most fearful. They are afraid of their
neighbours, strangers, foreigners,
the UN, the police, the Devil, and
aliens from outer space.

This should not surprise
anyone. After decades of assiduous
promotion of a culture of acquir-
ing wealth by fair means or foul,
people can hardly be blamed for
assuming that others must covet
what they have.

At the same time, and with
equal assiduousness, capitalism
denies that society develops accord-
ing to scientific laws. Instead it
cultivates the view that society
is subject to totally random acts,
that crime and violence are arbi-
trary, indiscriminate and entirely
unpredictable.

In such a seemingly cha-
otic world, with these messages
drummed into them all the time, it

is understandable that US citizens,
who have a startlingly high rate of
superstition and an appallingly
low standard of general education,
should be so susceptible to fear and
paranoia.

It is equally understandable
that the capitalist ruling class fos-
ters that fear and paranoia for its
own benefit.

US ruling circles have used
various mythical “threats” to justify
hiking the military budget, or the
FBI’s or the CIA’s budgets, ever
since the end of World War II.

The overthrow of socialism in
the USSR removed the most gener-
ally useful of all the “threats” — the
“Soviet threat.” This was paradoxi-
cally the most “visible” but also the
most mythical. That it was mythical
did not diminish its usefulness,
however.

While ordinary US citizens wel-
comed the removal of the “Soviet
threat” and looked to a “peace
dividend” wherein previous mili-
tary spending would be diverted
to socially useful projects, the big
corporations looked around for a
new “threat.”

Corporations with Pentagon
contracts, the most lucrative sort
you can get, and corporations who
found it beneficial to have their
economic clout backed up by the
military might of an unchallenged
superpower, were united in their
desire to keep the military budget
at record levels.

They found “their most persua-
sive excuse for inflating the military
budget since the Soviet threat” in
the September 11 suicide airliner
bombings of the World Trade
Centre and the Pentagon. The “ter-
rorist threat” emerged.

But terrorists are, almost by

definition, relatively small scale,
and while they helped to generate
fear, they could not really be used
to justify a world-dominating mili-
tary. So “rogue states” were added
to the mix.

But even these failed to measure
up as viable “threats” according to
the previous ways of assessing a
threat. So, the Pentagon, the State
Department and other relevant US
agencies changed the very defini-
tion of what constitutes a “threat.”

As US writer Diana Johnstone
puts it in Fools’ Crusade: Yugosla-
via, NATO and Western Delusions:
“From its pinnacle of power, the
United States can scarcely perceive
any tangible threats.

“Instead of feeling safer, the
‘defence’ planners imagine poten-
tial threats everywhere. These go
beyond invisible ‘terrorists’ or
recalcitrant ‘rogues.’

“From now on, the United
States fears the very potential of
anybody, anywhere, to have the
capability to pose any sort of threat.

.. Here is the bottom line to ‘glo-
balisation,” and it signifies world
economic domination by military
means. ...

“The pretext is flexible: Har-
bouring terrorists, building
weapons of mass destruction, or
‘humanitarian catastrophe’ — all
can be used to justify bombing as
part of an unfolding strategy of
global control.”

But there is a flaw in this grand
design: it is impossible for capital-
ism to control all sources of infor-
mation, to mould and manipulate
all opinion, to silence or sideline
all dissenting views. People’s own
life experiences teach them about
the different class allegiances of
corporations and working people.
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Many of them never succumbed
to the paranoia and patriotic fervour
whipped up. For example, tens of
thousands took to the streets in the
mass rallies and marches against
the US invasion and occupation
of Iraq.

For those partaking in protests,
like thousands of others around the
world who demonstrated on the

same day, the real threat comes
from their own government and
the corporations that back it. The
“Pentagon threat” and the “CIA
threat” are the ones that they find
most fearsome.

And, unlike the “Soviet threat”
of yore, those threats are very real
indeed. @

The drive to war:
a blurring of the civil with the martial

William Briggs

The hawks driving strategic thinking
and the militarisation of Australia and
the region are demanding successful-
ly that the government expends vast
resources in building and buying mis-
siles with a greater and greater range.
At the same time, there are ever more
strident calls to focus on a strategy to
strengthen our “northern approach-
es” from attack.

The analysts and urgers see no con-
tradiction in any of this. They first put
forward forceful arguments that get the
funds to prepare Australia to “project
force” beyond our borders. But, defence
analysts, in spruiking for bigger budgets
for long range weapons, were quick to
make the point that Australia was rela-
tively secure in the face of any perceived,
as opposed to real, threat. Now we must
strengthen the north.

John Coyne, who heads up the National
Strategic Policy Centre, has recently published
an essay stating that Australia’s National
Defence Strategy “presents a central chal-
lenge to the ADF: deterring adversaries

from projecting power through our northern
approaches.”

Why he was so coy about the use of the
term “adversaries” is a mystery. The Austral-
ian government, defence spokespeople, the
Americans, are all quite specific. They are
unambiguous. The US is preparing for war
against China. Australia has become central
to these war plans, precisely because of its
geography.

A particularly telling video, was released
by the Wall Street Journal not long ago. It
pulls no punches. It names Taiwan as the
flashpoint for a US war. It refers to Australia’s
geographical advantages in the event of war.
Australia, it argues, is all but out of range
of the sorts of counterattacks that would
cripple US bases and fuel supplies that lie
closer to China.

The video, seen by hundreds of thou-
sands, describes Australia as an “unsinkable
aircraft carrier.” It speaks of the construction
of huge fuel depots that will hold 300,000
tons of jet fuel just 15 kilometres from Dar-
win’s CDB. It speaks of the upgrade of Tindal
airbase, although it ignores the fact that it
was the Albanese government that footed
the $1.7 billion bill.

Coyne, however, has other fish to fry.
Australia must secure its borders. This is
against an “enemy” that in the event of a war
against an aggressive USA would have only
one military objective; to hinder US opera-
tions from Australia. He wants the military
to “maximise use of civilian infrastructure,
particularly in northern Australia, where
the local economy cannot always sustain
necessary facilities alone.”

He is particularly focused on Horn Island,
in the Torres Strait.

Horn Island had once been a military
outpost. Pre-existing facilities include two
runways, ammunition storage and defen-
sive installations. Coyne notes that “today,
it mainly supports regional commercial
flights under the management of the Torres
Shire Council.” He wants that relationship
to change. The reason is that it is “an ideal
location for a forward military base.”

Coyne is anxious to incorporate the
island’s fuel storage facility which could
“be expanded to ensure the island remains
self-sufficient during prolonged military
operations, reducing logistical dependency
that could hinder operational effectiveness
and enhancing local resilience.”

The video, seen by hundreds of
thousands, describes Avustralia as
an “unsinkable aircraft carrier.”

Coyne does his best to make things
clear. He accepts that there would be a dual
use of the island; commercial and military.
Upgrades to the facilities on the island would
be costly. He asks, “who would pay for such
improvements?”

In answering his own question, he gives
us a glimpse of a “brave new world” that he
sees as resolving all problems. “The Australian
government must adopt a holistic approach
to the Australian Defence Force’s require-
ments, prioritising ongoing maintenance of
critical infrastructure that can support both
military and civilian demands, especially
in areas where commercial viability is lim-
ited. Such foresight is not merely a matter
of defence strategy; it is an investment in
the social and economic fabric of northern
Australia.”

We are being encouraged to enter into
a new “war economy” mindset. The slogan
might be “all for the front, guns before
butter.” The government would pay, the army
would pay, local communities would pay. As
he bluntly states, “by leveraging civilian infra-
structure, Australia can significantly enhance
its military capabilities and deterrence. The
time for action is now, and a collaborative
effort among Defence, government and local
communities is required.”

So, we get it coming and going. Australia
has a military budget that is set to top $100
billion a year. Missile factories are being set
up in Australia. The government has given
total access to the Northern territory for the
USA to wage war on China. The taxpayers
are being bled white in the mad quest to sup-
port US hegemony. Now, if the likes of John
Coyne have their way, there will be a blur-
ring of what is civil and what is martial. &
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Bhabani Shankar Nayak

The European Union advo-
cates for a free-market econ-
omy and expects countries in
Asia, Africa, and Latin Amer-
ica, along with their govern-
ments, to provide full support
and platforms for European
capital, industries, products,
and services without imposing
any form of trade restrictions.

The EU asserts that the free
mobility of European capital is
central to its trade praxis. How-
ever, these same principles are not
applied when capital, industries,
and services flow from countries
like China, India, or other nations
in the global South.

EU policymakers consider
countries in the global South as
dumping grounds for European
products and services. The con-
cept of free trade for Europe and
restricted trade for the global South
is an extension of neocolonial trade
practices and reflects a colonial
mindset in action.

The undemocratic and unac-
countable European Commission
has decided to impose a 35.3 per
cent countervailing duty (CVD)
on electric vehicles (EVs) from
China, in addition to the EU’s 10
per cent tariff. This means the EU
has effectively imposed a 45.3 per
cent trade tariff on Chinese EVs
under the guise of protecting the
European car industry but at the
expense of European consumers.

These CVDs on Chinese EVs
go against the interests of Euro-
pean consumers, who could have
benefited from more affordable,
technologically advanced Chinese
EVs. However, the EU is indiffer-
ent to the interests of European
consumers. Instead, it prioritises
the interests of European capital-
ists and their car industries, with
policies designed to serve carmakers
rather than car buyers.

The EU provides subsidies to
landlords, industrialists, and large
corporations while undermining
small farmers and small-scale
enterprises. However, when China
offers subsidies, it is labelled as an
“unfair trade practice.”

The focus of Chinese subsidies

EU anti-China tariffs
hit workers and consumers

is on consumer welfare, whereas EU
subsidies are aimed at consolidating
capitalist power for risk-free profit
maximization. Chinese subsidies
prioritise consumer security, while
EU subsidies are designed to protect
capitalists, large industrialists, and
their conglomerates.

China’s subsidies support the
growth of technologically advanced
EVs to protect the environment and
reduce pollution, while also making
EVs affordable for its citizens.

In contrast, the EU’s anti-subsi-
dy investigations and anti-dumping
allegations against Chinese EVs are
intended to protect corporate sub-
sidies for European car manufac-
turers at the expense of European
consumers. The tariffs imposed
on Chinese EVs will raise prices
in Europe, and EU subsidies will
not reduce the production cost or
selling price of EVs.

These anti-dumping allegations
aim to weaken the market for Chi-
nese EVs in Europe, consolidating
European capitalists’ profits at the
expense of consumers. Exploitation
is at the heart of European colo-
nialism, and it continues to affect
European citizens today.

Chinese EV brands like SAIC,
BYD, Geely, NIO, and Dongfeng
are leading producers of techno-
logically advanced and durable
electric vehicles.

These companies not only offer
high-quality EVs at affordable
prices, making them accessible to
consumers with lower incomes, but
they also ensure excellent customer
service. So, why don’t European
EV producers create technologi-
cally advanced vehicles and offer
competitive prices to consumers
in Europe?

The best path forward is to
embrace competition, which would
encourage better products and
services at affordable prices.

Instead of focusing on policies
that benefit consumer welfare and
experience, the EU is negotiating
with China and the Chinese Associa-
tion of Automobile Manufacturers
to set a market floor price cap in
line with the pricing mechanisms
favoured by European EV produc-
ers. This policy is harmful to the
interests of European consumers.

Given the size of China’s auto-
mobile industry and the scope of
its domestic and international EV
market, China and its companies
can withstand the EU’s anti-Chinese
market strategy.

However, the German and
French car industries will face
significant challenges, as they are
highly exposed to the Chinese
market both in terms of sales and
production. If Chinese companies,
backed by the Chinese state and
government, were to stop investing
in Europe, countries like Turkey
and Hungary would immediately
suffer.

Chinese companies, such as
BYD, are establishing new factories
in these countries, bringing invest-
ment and generating employment.
European car and EV producers,
like Germany’s Volkswagen and
Sweden’s Northvolt, are already
facing difficulties due to the EU’s
anti-Chinese policies.

China’s economic and indus-
trial overcapacity is a result of its
hard-working and technologically
advanced and skilled workforce.
It not only provides a competi-
tive advantage but also offers a
model that European states and

Chinese EV NIO. Photo: harry_nl — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)

governments could emulate for the
benefit of their people.

However, asking Europe to
“implement what it preaches” is
a difficult task for a continent of
colonial-era shopkeepers whose
primary motive has always been
profit at the expense of the people.
This mindset remains unchanged
among European capitalists and
corporate elites today.

Import tariffs contradict the
values of a free and open market
that the EU claims to uphold, yet
they are imposed on Chinese EVs
to protect European capitalists and
their car factories at the expense of
European consumers.

This anti-Chinese stance expos-
es the EU’s true priorities to the
European public. The opposition
of Germany and Hungary to the
EU’s anti-China policies reveals the
fault lines within the EU: European
manufacturers are suffering due
to these policies, as many EVs for
Europe are built in China.

Meanwhile, experts from the
Atlantic Council fuel the contro-
versy by arguing that Chinese
EVs pose a security risk in terms
of potential hacking and sensitive
data collection. Such claims are not
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only unfounded but also a political
strategy to discredit and undermine
China and its achievements.

In this context, how should
China respond to the EU’s CVDs?

It would be better for China not
to react and retaliate by imposing
similar tariffs on European prod-
ucts and services. Such a strategy
would strengthen China’s position
among the people of Europe while
undermining the anti-Chinese
propaganda promoted by the Euro-
pean ruling elites.

Instead, China should focus on
creating alternative mechanisms for
investment in cooperative indus-
trial models, both within Europe
and globally. These initiatives can
generate employment opportuni-
ties and ensure good returns on
Chinese investments.

While capitalist market com-
petition is not a strategy China
should adopt, it must continue to
follow its own path in service to the
Chinese people and people around
the world. This approach will not
only help expand China’s model
of development and industrialisa-
tion but also contribute to global
prosperity.

People’'s World &

Statement: Behind Israel’s crimes

The Hamas attack on Israel, despite
its immediate limited and local effects,
has become one of the turning points
in the 21st century. The massive mil-
itary, criminal response by Israel is

abhorrent.

The Zionist attacks on the defenceless
people of Gaza with the most sophisticated
weapons technology, has led to the massa-
cre of more than 43,000 civilians, mostly

women, children, and the elderly, and the
destruction of the health system, homes,
schools ... over the past year have become
the focus of the international community.
The escalation of the war with the Leba-
nese Hezbollah, the military support of
Yemen for Gazans, and the conflict between
Iran and Israel over the past months have
clearly shown that the genocide in Gaza, by
Israel, has expanded beyond the historical

conflict of Israel and the Palestinians: their
strategic aims in this war go further than the
Middle Eastern region.

With the direct logistic, political, and
financial support of the USA in this war,
it proves that the USA plays the main and
leading role in the conflict.

Opposition to war is taking place on the
streets of various cities of Europe, Asia, Africa,
America, Australia, and Canada.

We, as part of the workers and social
activists who have been and are the victims
of decades of suppression by the Islamic
regime in Iran, whilst condemning the geno-
cide by the Israeli Zionists in Gaza, defend
and support the innocent and defenceless
Gazans and Lebanese people.

Solidarity Committees with Iranian Workers’
Movement
November 2024 &

54 countries vote against combatting neo-Nazism

A number of countries, includ-
ing Bulgaria, Hungary, Geor-
gia, Moldova, and Ukraine
voted against the Russia-ini-
tiated resolution titled “Com-
batting the Glorification of
Nazism, Neo-Nazism, and
Other Practices That Contrib-
ute to Fuelling Contemporary
Forms of Racism, Racial Dis-
crimination, Xenophobia, and

Related Intolerance,” a TASS
correspondent reported.

A total of 54 countries voted
against it. Along with the above-
mentioned countries, Australia,
Austria, Germany, Greece, Italy,
Lithuania, the United States,
Poland, France, Finland, the Czech
Republic, and Estonia were among
them.

Meanwhile, 116 countries,

including Azerbaijan, Algeria,
Armenia, Belarus, Bolivia, Brazil,
China, Cuba, Serbia, and Syria,
supported the document.

The draft resolution was co-
authored by Algeria, Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Bolivia, Burkina Faso,
Venezuela, Kazakhstan, China,
North Korea, Cuba, Kyrgyzstan,
Laos, Mali, Nicaragua, Paki-
stan, South Korea, Serbia, Syria,

Sudan, Tajikistan, Togo, Uganda,
Uzbekistan, Ethiopia, South Africa,
and other countries. Russia has
been traditionally initiating this
resolution every year since 2005.

The 74-paragraph document
strongly condemns incidents linked
with the glorification and propa-
ganda of Nazism, welcomes efforts
to preserve historical truth, recom-
mends that measures be taken to

avert the denial of crimes against
humanity, to prevent revisionism
in respect of World War II.

The resolution also “strongly
condemns the use in educational
settings of educational material and
rhetoric that promulgate racism,
discrimination, hatred and violence
on the basis of ethnic origin, nation-
ality, religion or belief.”

TASS &
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Aotearoa and Australia

Across Aotearoa New Zealand Maori,
Pakeha, and New Zealanders from
all backgrounds who support justice
are protesting and raising their voic-
es against a bill dismantling Te Tiriti
o Waitangi (the Treaty of Waitangi).

The bill, advocated for by ACT New
Zealand party, a partner in the right-wing
government coalition, seeks to hack away
at Treaty principles such as co-governance
and self-determination, claiming Te Tiriti
o Waitangi does little more than protect
property rights.

This is typical for ACT New Zealand. One
of its founders, former Labour MP Roger
Douglas, was the architect of modern New
Zealand neoliberalism through the mass

deregulation, corporatisation, and free market
mania of ‘Rogernomics.” ACT itself has a
history of climate denial, tough-on-crime
fanaticism, and opposition to Maori-specific
services such as the recently abolished Te
Aka Whai Ora (the Maori Health Authority).

The sort of rhetoric coming from ACT
New Zealand, such as its leader David Sey-
mour’s insistence that it is actually the oppo-
sition to his anti-Treaty bill which is stirring
up fear and division, should be familiar to
Australian onlookers.

The increasingly ridiculous conspiracy
theories and disinformation spread by Peter
Dutton and the Coalition, Pauline Hanson
and One Nation, and Craig Kelly and the
United Australia Party as part of their anti-
Voice campaigns come to mind.

How many times have these right-wing

Guardian

goons claimed they are only advocating for
‘equality’? How many times have they stoked
fear by spreading lies that First Nations jus-
tice, representation, or self-determination
would somehow steal your backyard, or give
the UN dictatorial control over Australia?
The thousands who have joined the hikoi
(march) on Wellington, the MPs and mem-
bers of the public who protested the bill with
a Haka in parliament, and the speeches of
the MPs, leaders, and community members
who have spoken out against racism and the
denial of the history and ongoing processes
of colonialism should be an inspiration to
those of us in Australia who stand for First
Nations justice.
C Bartholomew

World

Toilet Day

Down

Abortion Crossword Answers
from #2125

World Toilet Day is marked
every year on 19 November;
it is about inspiring action to
tackle the global sanitation
crisis. The global sanitation
crisis affects nearly half of the
world’s population. For trans-
port workers — who keep our
lives and economies moving
— access to toilets and sanita-
tion facilities is not a given.

Safe access to decent toilet
facilities, sanitation systems, and
most importantly the ability to use
them when needed, is truly a global
issue that is widely and deeply felt
by all transport workers.

Inadequate or non-existent
facilities are not just inconvenient;
they are a threat to the dignity,
safety, and health of these workers.
This is a particular issue for women
transport workers who face chal-
lenges that extend beyond health to
issues of privacy and safety.

The lack of safe access to decent
sanitation facilities is also effec-
tively a barrier to employment in
the sector.

As part of this year’s World
Toilet Day transport unions around
the globe are campaigning for the

right to safe, clean, and accessible
toilet facilities for their members.
At the International Transport
Workers’ Federation’s (ITF) recent
Congress in Marrakech, many trans-
port workers expressed concern
and emphasised the urgency of
this issue, calling on employers and
governments to work with unions
to bring about meaningful change.

Train driver’s union ASLEF in
Great Britain launch their Dignity
for Drivers report. General Secre-
tary Mick Whelan highlighted the
often-dire conditions that train
drivers face: “It cannot be right
that train drivers are often left with
no dignified or hygienic options
for carrying out basic bodily func-
tions,” he said. “Some train drivers
choose not to drink tea, coffee or
water — ‘deliberate dehydration’ —
to avoid having to go to the toilet.
Not maintaining good fluid levels
has an effect on concentration,
and harmful long-term effects on
health.”

In Canada, Unifor has taken
significant steps to address these
challenges. Scott Bateman, Road
Transportation Director for Unifor
Canada reported that their union

works with the government and
lobbies directly with hotels and
restaurants to make toilets avail-
able to road transportation drivers.
Unifor is also in negotiation with
warehousing companies to ensure
that if a facility is constructed, there
are discussions with the unions to
avoid a situation where there are
only two bathrooms for over 150
workers.

These are just some examples
of unions taking a stand.

Since launching the Transport
Workers’ Sanitation Charter in 2019
and the Sanitation Rights Toolkit in
2022, the ITF has supported affili-
ates in campaigning for the right
to proper sanitation, empowering
unions to demand that employers
provide decent sanitation facilities
as a fundamental part of workplace
safety.

No worker should be forced to
choose between their health and
their job. Decent toilets are not a
privilege; they are a fundamental
human right.
mF &

1. Blackmarket — If Abortion is criminalised in
Queensland, where women who need one will be
forced to go

Accessible — Abortion should not just stay legal, but
also be this as well

Queensland — State where reproductive laws are at

Across

ClothesHanger — Homeware object used as pro-
choice symbol, stemming from its use as DIY abortion

5.

risk

Stigma — What women who undergo abortions forever
have against them by society

tool

Feminism — Reproductive rights is a core part of this
wider movement

Termination — Another term for abortion

Katters — Party dedicated to passing legislation
against women’s bodily autonomy (and is open about

it)

LNP — Party also dedicated to passing legislation
against women’s bodily autonomy (but lies about it)

10.Mifepristone — Essential medicine that blocks the
hormone necessary for the pregnancy to continue

Across:
5. What a lot of American citizens will

become in the near future (8)

7. "Secrateh a Liberal, and a

_bleeds"(7)

8. Zionist lobby group that funds both major

US parties (5)
9. Candidate scapegoated for the Democrats’
loss (4-5)
10. Who the Democrats have to blame for
their failure (10)

Down;

1. What the majority of the new
cabinet appointees are (11)
2. What the USA's empire shall be at
the end of this one way or another (8)
3. Something neither the Democrats’
nor the GOP are (7)

4. What rightfully scared many
Democratic voters away from them (8)
6. Touted as a cure-all to all of |49
America’s problems by the GOP (7)
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Negating the nuclear threat

Lean Ka-Min

The Union of Concerned Scientists
(UCS) calls them “the most danger-
ous invention the world has ever
seen.” To the writer Arundhati Roy,
they are “the most anti-democratic,
anti-national, anti-human, outright
evil thing that man has ever made.”
The Boston Globe sees them as “the
most clear and present danger to
humankind.”

Just how big a danger nuclear weapons
pose was demonstrated so devastatingly in
August 1945 in Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
where the US atomic bombings are estimated
to have killed up to over 200,000 people and
left a horrific legacy of long-term side-effects
from radiation exposure.

Almost 8 decades on, as tensions flare
between major powers and conflict rages in
Ukraine and West Asia, the threat of atomic
apocalypse is a very real one. “The nuclear
shadow that loomed over humanity last
century has returned with a vengeance,”
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres warned in February. “The nuclear
risk is higher than at any moment since the
depths of the cold war.”

And any nuclear assault this time round
is set to be far more destructive. According
to the US-based UCS, just one US nuclear-
armed submarine carries warheads packing
7 times the power of all the bombs dropped
in World War II, including the 2 atom bombs
dropped on Japan. The US usually has 10
of these submarines at sea at any one time.
The most powerful weapon in the US nuclear
arsenal, the B83 gravity bomb, is over 80
times stronger than the Hiroshima bomb.
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The International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War estimate that a
“nuclear war using as few as 100 weapons
anywhere in the world would disrupt the
global climate and agricultural production
so severely that the lives of more than two
billion people would be in jeopardy from mass
starvation.” The death toll from a full-scale
nuclear war between the US and Russia could
amount to 5 billion in the space of two years.

Still, the quest to develop even deadlier
arms continues feverishly apace. The US and
Russia, which together already hold about 9o
per cent of the world’s nuclear weapons, are
both seeking to “modernise” their armouries
amid frayed relations. The US plans to spend
some $1.7 trillion over the next 30 years, as
flagged by UCS, to maintain and replace its
entire nuclear arsenal with new weapons,
including nuclear-armed bombers, missiles
and submarines.

Further, the potential application of
emerging technologies, such as artificial
intelligence (AI)-assisted decision-making
to nuclear command and control systems
only adds to the dangerously high stakes.

All this immense firepower is concen-
trated in the hands of just 9 countries: Russia,
the US, China, France, the United Kingdom,
Pakistan, India, Israel and North Korea.

Of the global stockpile of some 12,700
nuclear weapons, the US holds about 5,400,
1,744 of which are deployed and ready to be
delivered, according to UCS. Around half
of the deployed weapons are kept on ‘hair-
trigger alert’: land-based intercontinental
ballistic missiles (ICBMs) can be launched in
a couple of minutes, and submarine-launched
ballistic missiles (SLBMs) within 15 minutes.

The president, who has sole authority

in the US to order a nuclear strike, is not
required to consult anyone before doing so.
The Russian nuclear arsenal, meanwhile,
comprises around 6,000 warheads, 1,584
of which are deployed.

The nuclear powers argue that these
weapons are needed as deterrence: no enemy
state would wage a nuclear attack against you,
knowing that it would only invite an equally
or more destructive retaliatory assault.

Maintaining the ability to retaliate quickly
before one’s own weapons are destroyed
(‘use them or lose them’) is why hair-trigger
alerts are seen as necessary. Yet it is this very
capacity to strike at short notice that poses
such great risk — the fate of humankind can
be sealed in a matter of minutes based on
one single decision made in conditions of
extreme pressure. A false alarm, miscom-
munication or technical fault could all lead
to the pressing of the doomsday button.

CLOSE CALLS

There have in fact been a number of
close calls to catastrophe over the years. For
example, on 5 October 1960, as documented
on the UCS website, the US began prepar-
ing for a retaliatory strike under hair-trigger
alert protocol after the radar system reported
dozens of Soviet nuclear missiles headed for
the country. What was deemed to be war-
heads coming over the horizon turned out
to be the rising moon, which had unexpect-
edly reflected radar waves back to the radar.

As a form of deterrence, therefore, pos-
session of nuclear arms does not meet its
supposed objective — it makes us less, not
more, safe.

Nuclear war is thus perhaps best seen as
“a strange game” in which “the only winning
move is not to play,” as the 1983 American
movie WarGames put it. Why then do
countries continue to ‘play,” and ‘play’ so
intently? The answer in large part, as it so
often is, is money.

The late Pentagon Papers whistleblower
and former high-level nuclear analyst Daniel
Ellsberg, in a 2018 interview, maintained:
“You would not have these arsenals, in the
US or elsewhere, if it were not the case that
it was highly profitable to the military-indus-
trial complex, to the aerospace industry, to
the electronics industry, and to the weap-
ons design labs to keep modernising these
weapons, improving accuracy, improving
launch time, all that. The military-industrial
complex that Eisenhower talked about is a
very powerful influence. We've talked about
unwarranted influence. We’ve had that for
more than half a century.”

Consider the case of the US, where
decisions on funding federal government
spending, including on ‘defence,” are made
by Congress. According to the researchers
Hekmat Aboukhater and William D Hartung
writing in TomDispatch, ICBM contractors
have made financial contributions to 505 of
the 535 lawmakers across both Congressional
chambers (the House of Representatives
and the Senate) this year; some received
hundreds of thousands of dollars. Over the
past four election cycles, companies involved
in production of the Sentinel ICBM — the
centrepiece of the modernisation of the US
nuclear arsenal — have donated over $3 mil-
lion to senators from four states that either
house major ICBM bases or host significant
work on the Sentinel programme.

Besides political financing, nuclear weap-
ons firms also engage in lobbying. In any
given year, say Aboukhater and Hartung, the
arms industry as a whole employs between
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800 and 1,000 lobbyists in the US, well more
than one for every member of Congress.
ICBM contractors spent some $226 million
on 275 lobbyists in the last four election
cycles. “The influence of such special inter-
est groups and corporate weapons-makers
over life-and-death issues should be con-
sidered both a moral outrage and perhaps
the ultimate security risk,” Aboukhater and
Hartung warn.

PROHIBITION TREATY

Weapons built to satisfy corporate inter-
ests even though they can end the world
as we know it, are weapons that should be
eliminated. The Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) bans the use,
possession, testing, development and transfer
of these weapons under international law.
Adopted at the UN in 2017 and having entered
into force in January 2021, the agreement
currently has 70 member countries although
they do not include the nine nuclear-armed
states, which are therefore not legally bound
by its provisions. The overwhelming majority
of the membership are developing countries,
many of which have long championed the
cause of nuclear disarmament.

Building on the TPNW as its foundation,
this struggle for a nuclear-free world can be
won. As Melissa Parke, Executive Director
of the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), notes: “Despite
sceptics saying nuclear-armed states will
not eliminate their nuclear weapons, it has
happened before so it can happen again.
South Africa got rid of its nuclear arms and
is now one of the leading TPNW countries.
Other states, including Brazil, Sweden, and
Switzerland, had programs to develop nuclear
weapons that they decided would not bring
them security and abandoned them.”

Turning away from nuclear weapons is
indeed an imperative, but it’s an imperative
that does not go far enough for many, who
call for nothing less than nuclear abolition.
“A nuclear abolition framework,” explains US
anti-nuclear activist Jasmine Owens, “goes
beyond the ... goal of eliminating nuclear
weapons; it strives to upend the systems of
oppression that support and are supported
by nuclear weapons. Nuclear abolitionists
understand nuclear weapons to be related
to other oppressive systems — such as white
supremacy, capitalism, and patriarchy — that
reinforce each other at the expense of life
on Earth ...

“The nuclear abolition movement enables
organisers to highlight how the elimination
of nuclear weapons can help dismantle other
oppressive systems. A nuclear abolition
framework doesn’t discount or eliminate all
other work to curb or completely eradicate
the nuclear threat, but it calls for formulating
and promoting arms control and disarma-
ment policies that seek to radically transform
the world we live in.”

The need for such transformation is
brought into even sharper focus as we
approach the 8oth anniversary of the Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki bombings next year. The
change should usher in a world delivered from
the spectre of nuclear Armageddon, with the
colossal sums now devoted to instruments
of mass death freed up for the life-affirming
aims of healthcare, education and poverty
eradication. In this world, no longer would
its inhabitants be trapped within the terri-
fying confines of that “strange game” which
threatens to checkmate us all.

Lean Ka-Min is editor of Third World
Resurgence. Shortened for reasons of
space. W

As the terrifying prospect of nuclear conflict
looms over the horizon, it is time to put
an end to these supremely destructive
weapons before they put an end to us.
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Sri Lanka: Left presidential win

The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) (People’s Liberation Front)
built an alliance, the National Peo-
ple’s Power (NPP), with other pro-
gressive civil societies, professionals,
intellectuals, and social activists with
the intention of total political, eco-
nomic, and social transformation
for Sri Lanka.

It pledged that it would not form an
alliance with any of the capitalist parties
and corrupt politicians who contributed to
the country’s crisis and this pledge has not
been broken.

The JVP’s leader, Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake, won the presidential elections.

“The ruling class never imagined that
people would recognise the deceptions they
maintained and would elect a candidate who
rose from the downtrodden masses such as
Comrade Anura Dissanayake,” the JVP said
in a statement.

“This win becomes historical and pro-
gressive mainly because:

« This is the first time a leftist candidate
outside of the political elite has been
elected as the President in Sri Lanka
This is a huge leap from the 3 per cent of
the votes we gained in the Presidential
Election in 2019

« It was not a victory won by propaganda
on racism, religion, extremism, fake
pledges, and promises or via social
engineering projects

It is a victory gained without the backing
of any major media

« It has been a victory gained amid a lot

of negative, anti-leftist and anti-socialist
propaganda against us

This is the first time in Sri Lanka, a
leftist movement, has gained power and
been elected without going into alliances

with capitalist parties and corrupted
politicians

« In addition, the minority ethnic
communities also participated in the
process of voting

« This win manifested the clear intention
of people to reject and defeat the
existing system and political elite, and

« The transition of power was peaceful
and non-violent and the stability was
not shaken by the power transition.”

“This victory manifested the confidence
people have placed in us (JVP) as well as
the shift in the mindset of people. The Sri
Lankan economy was at the brink of ulti-
mate collapse and keeling down towards
the imperialist forces.”

The NPP considers this as an opportu-
nity we have taken to rebuild and transform
Sri Lanka on a path of social justice and
sovereignty.

WAY FORWARD

Sri Lanka is still going through the deep
economic crisis that surfaced at the latter part
of 2020. “Therefore, we are gaining power
in Sri Lanka in a highly critical and testing
period. In Sri Lanka economic sovereignty
has been massively compromised. There is an
ongoing IMF program which previous rulers
have signed that will exist until 2027 and
we will have to continue with that program.

“Sri Lanka being a very resource-rich
country with rich human resources as well.
We have planned to increase domestic pro-
duction within a considerably a short span
of time. We also plan to eliminate all kinds
of discrimination with equally distributed
economic opportunities and development.

“However, we are fully aware that this
crisis is only manageable through the reforms
that are done by the Parliamentary system.

Anura Kumara Dissanayake. Photo: Instagram @anurakumaraofficial

We are also aware that our focus should be
on total system transformation. We intend
to implement policies and programs with
both short-term and long-term goals.

“We are aware that permanent solu-
tions for the crisis cannot be relied upon
only through the victory of the executive
and legislature. We are to utilise those to
navigate the country and people through
the necessary transformation.

“With that purpose as a Party we will
continue to educate and organise working
people in our Party organisation as well as
students, youth, women, and the trade union
movement with political consciousness. We
hope to build a country which can bring hope
for all progressive and leftist movements
around the world.

“We are aware too that national and inter-
national adversarial classes and imperialist
forces can group and organise against such
a leftist government.

“We are going to use this governing power
to implement a strong social transformation
while safeguarding the sovereignty of Sri
Lanka. Simultaneously, we hope to continue
and increase our contribution towards the
anti-imperialist international solidarity.

“We also will increase efforts of solidarity
to support and stand with people of Cuba,
Western Sahara, Palestine, and any nation
suppressed due to the imperialist agendas
of wars and as the global bully....

“Simultaneously, we appeal to the inter-
national progressive organisations to come
forward against the possible traps and nega-
tive propaganda that can be used against us.

“We also strongly assure that without
betraying our principles we will continue
to struggle within the government and
also outside the government for a total
social transformation,” the JVP statement
concluded. &

Party of Sri Lanka’s Marxist president
wins big parliamentary majority

The party of Sri Lanka’s new
Marxist President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake has won
a two-thirds majority in par-
liament, according to official
election results, providing a
strong mandate for his pro-
gram of economic revival.

Dissanayake’s National People’s
Power Party (NPP) won 159 of the
225 seats, according to the Elections
Commission.

The United People’s Power
Party of opposition leader Sajith
Premadasa took second place with
40 seats.

Sri Lanka is struggling to

emerge from the worst economic
crisis in its history, having declared
bankruptcy after defaulting on its
external debt in 2022.

The margin of victory will
enable Dissanayake to carry out
sweeping reforms, including a
campaign promise of a new con-
stitution, without having to rely
on other parties.

He was elected president on
21 September, in a rejection of the
traditional political parties that have
governed Sri Lanka since independ-
ence from Britain in 1948. With
just 42 per cent of the votes cast,
questions arose over his party’s

prospects in the parliamentary
elections, but it received a large
increase in support.

In a surprising and significant
defeat for the traditional ethnic
Tamil parties, Dissanayake’s party
won the Jaffna district and many
other minority strongholds.

This represents a major shift
in the attitude of Tamils, who have
long been suspicious of leaders from
the Sinhalese majority. Tamil rebels
fought a civil war from 1983 to 2009
seeking a separate homeland.

Top NPP official Tilvin Silva
described the victory as “complete
and one with political weight,”

because voters from all corners of
the country had voted for a single
programme. He especially thanked
Tamil voters in the north.

“The people have placed
immense trust on us and we must
keep that trust,” Silva said.

Sri Lanka is in the middle of
an International Monetary Fund
(IMF) bailout program, with debt
restructuring with international
creditors nearly complete.

Dissanayake pledged during his
presidential campaign to propose
significant changes to the IMF
targets, arguing that they placed a
excessive burden on the people, but

he now says that Sri Lanka will go
along with the agreement.

Sri Lanka’s crisis was largely
the result of economic mismanage-
ment, combined with fallout from
the COVID-19 pandemic. It led to
a political crisis that forced then
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
resign in 2022.

Parliament elected Ranil Wick-
remesinghe to take over, but his
government’s efforts to meet the
IMF conditions by raising elec-
tricity bills and imposing heavy
new income taxes sparked rising
public anger.
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Protests erupt in Lima
amid APEC Summit

In the context of the 2024 Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC) Summit taking
place in Lima, Peru, various social organi-
sations have taken to the streets to express
their discontent with the government of Dina
Boluarte.

The summit gathers leaders and officials from
around the world with the aim of strengthening eco-
nomic cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. However,
it unfolds amidst intense protests against Boluarte’s
administration, driven by growing dissatisfaction
related to insecurity, the economic crisis, and lack of
access to basic services.

Prior to the official start of the event, demonstra-
tions intensified in various regions of the country,
where thousands mobilised against the policies of
the unelected president.

TeleSUR correspondent in Peru, Ramiro Angulo,
reported that security forces have used tear gas and
rubber bullets to disperse protesters, resulting in
injuries in areas like Arequipa.

In the vicinity of the Grand National Theatre and
the Ministry of Culture, where key summit activities
are taking place, police cordons were established to
control the demonstrations.

Protesters’ demands include effective measures
to combat rising extortion and murder rates, issues
that have become prominent on the public agenda.
Official statistics are alarming: a 62 per cent increase
in crime rates and a 9o per cent disapproval rating
for Boluarte’s government reflect widespread public
discontent.

Additionally, recent congressional approval for the
entry of 600 US military personnel into the country
has sparked further controversy.

The unrest is also linked to structural problems
such as limited access to basic services; currently, 80
per cent of the population lacks potable water and 73
per cent has no access to essential services.
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James Boswell, Two studies of a man with a chain through his head, c.1943, detail
Photo: © The estate of James Boswell / Tate — via Morning Star

Christine Lindey welcomes a fascinating
exhibition of the work of the communist and
socialist artists who founded the Artists Inter-
national Association (AIA) in the 1930s. It is
showing at the Tate Britain, London.

Unlike most working-class children, when Cliff
Rowe left school in 1918 aged 14 he went to the local
art school rather than going straight to work. Aged
19 he was earning a living as a commercial artist, but
painting in his own time. He accepted the profession’s
competitive, individualist values, until someone loaned
him the Communist Manifesto. Convinced of its logic
he became one of Britain’s most principled, lifelong
communist artists.

In 1930 he travelled to the young USSR, then
a beacon of hope to his generation ravaged by the
Hungry ’20s, and where there was plentiful illustra-
tion work. Inspired by Soviet cultural policies and the
USA’s John Reed Clubs, Rowe initiated the founding
of the Artist International (AI) in 1933.

This small Marxist group included Betty Rea,
another returnee from the USSR, and the émigré sculp-
tor Peter Laszlo Peri who brought valuable experience
of his native Hungary’s 1919 Soviet and of political
activism in the Weimar Republic. Although Rea later
revoked her communism she remained an Al member
and its dynamic secretary for several years.

The AI was committed to the artist’s social respon-
sibility and to art as a weapon for social and/or politi-
cal change. In 1935, inspired by France’s anti-fascist
Popular Front, it moderated its Marxist aims to become
the ATA under the new slogan “Unity of artists against
fascism and war and the suppression of culture.” This
widened membership which peaked during World
War IT and diminished during the Cold War.

The AIA was stylistically inclusive and members
ranged from Modernist pioneers such as Henry Moore
and Barbara Hepworth to traditional realists such as
Percy Horton. The younger generation included the
realists Clive Branson and Patrick Carpenter (1920-
1960) who represented these on the ATA committee.

The association was committed to internation-
alism, anti-fascism and peace to combat the rising
right-wing nationalism which threatened another
European war.

In the rather parochial British art world it was
proud of its foreign members including the New Zea-
lander James Boswell and the Hungarian Peter Peri.

During WW2 many AIA artists joined the Brit-
ish army including Clive Branson who was killed in
action aged 35. His realist painting Bombed Women
and Search Lights of 1940 conveys war’s destruction
and chaos but also the heroism of the two women who
flee their homes carrying salvaged bedding.

Boswell’s and Carpenter’s wartime works sati-
rised the class-based injustices of army life. Boswell
depicted the officer class as savage, mindless bulls
in army uniforms for the progressive magazine Our
Time. Carpenter’s Army Red Tape revealed the idiocy
of its bureaucracy.

Unlike the mostly middle-class official war artists,
who were paid and dispensed from normal military
duties, conscripted soldier artists like Carpenter could
only paint while on leave.

In his biography he wrote: “Born 1920. Working-
class family. Father a postman. Born in Chelsea and
lived there until 19 years old. Chelsea, known as one
of the artists’ quarters in London, also had a large

working-class slum area ... in these streets [he] spent
part of his early life.”

He won a scholarship to a secondary school where
he first became class conscious because of the division
between scholarship and fee-paying boys. In 1937 he
joined the Communist Party and the AIA, and in 1938
became a student representative on its committee.
That year he joined anti-fascist demonstrations and
those supporting the Spanish Republic. He joined the
army in 1940 and served in North Africa and Italy.

In 1943 Carpenter painted the Death of Gabriel
Peri while on embarkation leave saying it was his
“first really serious socialist realist painting.” Painted
in a precise realist manner, its sharp diagonals create
a strong spatial recession and it’s simplification of
surfaces highlight the geometric shapes giving an
emotive quality to its tragic subject that depicts the
Nazis’ murder of the editor of L’Humanité (the French
communist newspaper) during the Paris occupation.

In 1948 the AIA was riven by an anti-communist
campaign initiated by Beryl Sinclair and Stephen Bone
calling for the suspension of the AIA’s 1938 consti-
tution’s clause 2f that committed it “to take part in
any political activity” or “other actions in sympathy
with its aims.”

Carpenter, now on the AIA’s central committee,
opposed this change, arguing that the Association
should “do everything in its power to further the
cause of peace [and] develop friendly contacts with
artists and intellectuals in all countries.” Carpenter’s
amendment won, but a vindictive Sinclair declared
the votes invalid on administrative grounds.

The political debate bled into a crude Modernist
versus Realist aesthetic opposition which linked the
former to “freedom” and the latter to communist
“propaganda”. In a letter to the New Statesman and
Nation in April 1953 Carpenter argued that “all art
is propaganda. The fundamental problem in this
debate is whether it should be propaganda for man
or against him.”

Yet given the Cold War demonisation of the Soviet
Union and therefore also its socialist aesthetics, it is
not surprising that the AIA soon lost its socio-political
raison d’étre, and degenerated into an anodyne art-
ists’ society with no clear vision.

I saw this important exhibition with great pleas-
ure especially as few British Socialist Realist paint-
ings exist and they are rarely exhibited. Yet I am
surprised that the Tate’s publicity barely mentions
it nor signposts it inside the gallery but tucks it away
in the lone exhibition room near the cafeteria where
many visitors may miss it.

Nor is there a catalogue or even an explanatory
leaflet. This makes this “display” feel like a grudging,
token nod rather than a wholehearted acknowledge-
ment of this hitherto neglected aspect of British art.

I salute its curators but feel that larger budgets
should have covered a publication. This omission
may be partly due to unconscious bias or conscious
opposition by powerful people at the Tate to the
political beliefs of these neglected artists who were
communists or committed socialists.

For an institution that has long privileged formal
innovation in art, the fact that the Tate only bought
Carpenter’s 1943 painting in 2020, when he was
long dead, does reflect a political bias against the
organised left.
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. Global Briefs

TURKEY: The government of the Republic of Turkiye, led
by Tayyip Erdogan, will not continue or develop its relations
with Israel. “We have cut all trade and relations with Israel —
period. We stand firmly with Palestine in the rightful cause
to the very end,” stated the Turkish President. In early May,
Turkey’s Ministry of Trade announced a complete cessation
of trade with Israel, which followed restrictions in the export
of 54 categories of goods imposed earlier. Turkish political
analyst Oytun Orhan from the Centre for Middle Eastern
Studies said that Erdogan’s declaration reflects the will of
the people who condemn Israel’s actions and seek the ces-
sation of bloodshed in Palestine. However, it's unlikely to
have a serious effect, as Israel continues to commit geno-
cide because it is protected by several states, primarily Arab
regimes and the United States.

USA: According to a report from the Pentagon’s Inspector
General, the US Congress has allocated US$182.99 billion
to Ukraine since the beginning of Russia’s military operation
there in February 2022. European countries, including the
UK, have given around US$127 billion to Ukraine over the
same period, according to data from Germany’s Kiel Institute
for the World Economy. Australia’s taxpayers’ contribution
was more than $1.3 billion.

ITALY: Caritas, the pastoral organisation of the Catholic
Church, revealed in its recent report “Grass in the Cracks”
that in Italy, with its population of 59 million people,
5,694,000 suffer from absolute poverty, a figure equiva-
lent to 9.7 per cent of the population. 1,295,000 children are
in this category, the highest number recorded so far. The
report highlighted the worsening of the situation in the last
decade, as the number of people living in poverty rose from
6.9 per cent in 2014 to 9.7 per cent at present.

MAURITIUS: The Mauritian opposition party Alliance for
Change has won parliamentary elections by a landslide,
securing all seats in the National Assembly. The parlia-
ment of Mauritius has 70 members, 62 of whom are directly
elected. The eight remaining members are appointed by the
Electoral Supervisory Committee under the ‘best losers’ sys-
tem to ensure that ethnic and religious minorities are fairly
represented. Narim Ramgoolam, the leader of the winning
party pledged to raise pensions, provide free transporta-
tion and internet services, and lower fuel prices in the wake
of a cost-of-living crisis that has been of most concern for
Mauritians.

SCOTLAND: Patients in Scotland are languishing in ‘agony’
for over a year while they wait to have their teeth pulled,
Scottish Labour has warned. Data released to the party after
a series of freedom of information requests to Scotland’s
14 health boards paint a gloomy picture of surging average
waits since 2019. Patients waited longest in Lothian, averag-
ing a staggering 62 weeks in 2023-24, compared to just 12
weeks in 2019-20. Children were not spared pain and suf-
fering either. Their Tooth Fairies have flown away, leaving
them with an average wait of 43 weeks in places like Greater
Glasgow and Clyde. Commenting on the figures, Scottish
Labour dentistry spokesperson Paul Sweeney said: “Rotten
teeth can cause excruciating pain but these figures show
Scots are forced to wait for years before getting the surgery
they need. Some Scots will raid their savings to escape the
agony but others will have no choice about living with it.”

NORWAY: Norwegian fishermen will be telling this story for
generations. A team of fishermen went out to sea to fish for
halibut. Instead, their net caught a US submarine. The USS
Virginia, a 115 metre long nuclear-powered attack subma-
rine outfitted with cruise missiles was the catch of the day!
The US Embassy in Oslo confirmed the incident and said
that the submarine was operating in the area. The US Navy
uses Norway as a hub for resupplies and crew changes in
NATQ’s continuing surveillance of Russian naval activities.
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What Trump’s extremist cabinet
tells us

Graham Holton

President-elect Donald Trump’s new
cabinet will begin on 20 January 2025.
His selection tells us a lot about what
Trump 2.0 will be and will do. He has
chosen Marco Rubio as Secretary of
State. If the US Senate confirms Sen-
ator Rubio, he will be the first Latino
to hold the office of US Secretary of
State, and will be the fifth in line for
the presidency.

Rubio has a history of bullying left-wing
leaders, who he sees as threat to US national
security. The Cuban-American maintains an
aggressive foreign policy towards China, Iran,
Cuba, and Venezuela. Rubio is vehemently
anti-communist, especially against China’s
increasing economic role in Latin America.

In April 2024, Rubio warned: “Cuba has
a long history of military and intelligence
cooperation with the communist government
of China.” In August, Rubio said: “the Castro/
Diaz-Canel regime has served as a puppet of
communist China, Iran, and, more recently,
Russia. The United States has a moral duty
to defend our nation’s interests.”

Nora Gamez Torres of the Miami Herald
writes that Rubio has been “one of the most
vocal opponents of the Cuban government in
Congress ... [and] was the mastermind behind
sanctions against the Cuban military under
the first Trump administration.”

With Mexico, Rubio focuses on trade,
drug trafficking and migration. He will
punish countries who deal with America’s
geopolitical rivals, and those who fail to sup-
port Israel. Argentine President Javier Milei
and El Salvador’s Nayib Bukele are eager to
work with him.

Trump has appointed his immigration
adviser, Stephen Miller, as Deputy Chief of
Staff. Miller served as a senior adviser to
Trump during his first administration, and
was his lead speechwriter. Miller is the author
of Trump’s plans for the mass deportation
of undocumented immigrants.

The Southern Poverty Law Center says
Miller shaped the racist and draconian immi-
gration policies of Trump’s Presidency, such
as family separation, the Muslim ban, and
ending the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) program.

A Hatewatch report has verified Miller’s
white nationalist perspective. While studying
at Duke University Miller worked with the
far-right David Horowitz Freedom Center,
an anti-Muslim hate group, organising
events such as an “Islamo-Fascism Aware-
ness Week.”

Donald Trump. Credit: open sources

““Now | realise he’s a total fascist.
He is the most dangerous person
to this country.”

He praised Jean Raspail’s The Camp
of the Saints, a racist French novel popu-
lar with white nationalists and neo-Nazis,
because how it depicts the “white genocide,”
better known as the “great replacement”
conspiracy theory.

It is well-documented that Miller has
ties to the hate groups CIS (Center for
Immigration Studies) and FAIR (Federa-
tion for Immigration Reform). According
to The Washington Post, Miller defended
the separation of families as a “migration
deterrent.” Following the popular outery,
President Trump issued an executive order
to end the policy in August 2019. Now Trump
intends to have a complete moratorium on
immigration, a long-sought goal of white
nationalists and anti-immigrant extremists.

Trump has picked Peter Hegseth as Sec-
retary of Defense. Hegseth promises to get
rid of all the “woke” generals and restructure
US defence. He is a former co-host on Fox
& Friends Weekend and was investigated in
2017 for “an alleged sexual assault.” Hegseth

was a combat captain in the Army National
Guard, and served in Afghanistan and Iraq,
and at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Hegseth faces accusations that he is
associated with white supremacy because
of his Jerusalem Cross and the “Deus Vult”
tattoos. The Jerusalem Cross originated as
the symbol of the Kingdom of Jerusalem
founded in 1099 by King Godfrey of Bouil-
lon. The Latin phrase “Deus Vult” means
“God wills it,” and this has a similar origin
as the Jerusalem Cross. Both tattoos are
associated with white supremacist Christian
symbolism.

The others Trump selected for his cabinet
are just as surprising. Robert Kennedy Jr,
a staunch ant-vaccination campaigner, will
be head of the Department of Health and
Human Services.

Matt Gaetz will be Trump’s Attorney
General. He faces allegations of sexual mis-
conduct and illicit drug use.

John Ratcliffe will be his CIA director.
He was a former Republican lawmaker from

Texas, and served as Trump’s Director of
National Intelligence from 2020 to 2021.

Elise Stefanik will be the United Nations
ambassador. She is a staunch defender of
Israel and a fierce critic of the UN.

Kristi Noem will be the secretary of
Homeland Security. She will enact the
sweeping crackdown on mass deportations
of undocumented immigrants.

All these cabinet nominees are extremely
loyal to Trump, which some have called a
fealty: an oath between vassals and their
lord. Trump now controls the Executive, both
houses of Congress and the Supreme Court,
giving him the power to block the checks and
balances of the US political system. General
Mark Milley chaired the Joint Chiefs of
Staff under Trump. He told the journalist
Bob Woodward: “Now I realise he’s a total
fascist. He is the most dangerous person to
this country.” Many others also see Trump
as a fascist. The next four years will show if
indeed heis. &

COPout: capitalism unwilling and unable
to save the planet

For those determined to save
the planet and humanity as we
slide towards climate catas-
trophe, the latest UN Climate
Change Conference, COP29,
in Baku, will not be inspiring
much confidence.

The capital of Azerbaijan as
the host city was a controversial
choice right from the start due to
the country’s human rights record
and status as a major fossil fuel pro-
ducer (note well without any irony
previous hosts, Britain, Qatar, and
the UAE ... and Australia’s bid).
In the run-up to the conference
starting, a major controversy arose
after the Azerbaijani COP29 chief
executive was secretly filmed using
the event to promote oil and gas
deals within the country.

Western “fake news” and
“blame” should rightly be exposed
in terms of the responsibility for

climate change and the role of
developing nations, but the opening
remarks of Azerbaijan’s President
praising fossil fuels as “a gift from
god” hardly set a promising tenor
for proceedings.

This comedy of errors might be
the least bit funny if the stakes for
every person on the planet were
not so high.

As the crisis becomes more
acute, many world leaders increas-
ingly aren’t even capable of paying
lip service to the global united
action we need to implement the
sweeping economic and social
changes needed to save the planet.

The election of Donald Trump
had global implications, and the
climate is no exception.

Trump has become climate
denier in chief, and his pledges
to expand oil and gas production
in the US and withdraw from the

Paris Agreement to cut greenhouse
emissions place the whole (already
insufficient and fragile) global cli-
mate effort under threat.

The new climate target
announced by British PM Keir
Starmer at COP29 to some fanfare
is an improvement but still falls far,
far short of what is needed, much
like his much-vaunted pledges on
investment in green energy back
in Britain.

At the same time, Starmer is
allowing new and expanded fossil
fuel extraction to go ahead. It has
been left to climate activists to fight
the new Rosebank and Jackdaw oil
and gas fields in court.

The new Labour government
have taken no action to restrain,
regulate, and tax the big monopolies
responsible for and profiting from
climate change.

It is not these monopolies that

suffer the effects of climate change.
Always and everywhere, it is work-
ing people — from the victims of
flash flooding in Valencia to those
battling hurricanes in Cuba in
recent weeks.

The reality that working people
must be won to understand is that
expecting capitalist politicians to
save us from the corrosive actions
of big business is akin to hoping
that the vampire’s familiar will save
you from being bled dry.

But there are reasons to be
hopeful, and as ever, our hope is to
be found in the struggles and in the
determination of working people.

Working people in Valencia,
abandoned and betrayed by poli-
ticians and the state, took to the
streets to hold the system to account
and to help one another.

Socialist Cuba — which, despite
all the crushing impacts of the cruel

US blockade, is one of the most
environmentally friendly societies
in the world — endured hurricanes
amplified by climate change with-
out the loss of life seen in the US
or other Caribbean neighbours.

China, through the use of state
planning and investment, is leading
the world in the implementation of
green energy, public transport, and
reforestation.

The planet and humanity can
be saved, but on the global scale,
too, it is down to working people
to save ourselves.

The left and trade union move-
ment here in Britain must truly take
up the mantle of saving the planet
and be clear that stopping climate
change means system change.
Morming Star &
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Trade war, Trump
and decaying
capitalism

William Briggs

The world is bracing itself for the coming
war. No shot will be fired, at least not imme-
diately. No troops will be paraded, but the
incoming Trump administration has already
declared war; trade war. The president-elect
has announced that he will be imposing tariffs
on all imported goods from all countries. He
has declared war on the global economy, but
has marked out China as enemy number one.
It is a war to preserve US dominance and for
the survival of a moribund capitalism.

China is to be hit with 60 per cent tariffs. There
will be a response. The tsunami of economic devasta-
tion can only be imagined. Global GDP will shrink.
Economies that are barely registering any signs of life
will be stricken, and those who will suffer the most
will be the working class.

The International Monetary Fund has predicted a
global economic shrinkage in GDP terms of as much
as 7 per cent if such a trade war globalises. Global
recession, global depression is facing the world. In
seeking to shore up US capital, global capitalism will
be directly threatened.

Smaller, more subservient economies will be eager
to show their vassal status in the hope that they might
be spared the harsh rod of US economic policy. The
Australian government and capitalist class are desper-
ately trying to either accommodate themselves to US
interests, or at least to calm the nerves of the public
by downplaying the potential fallout.

Even if this wish were to be granted and Trump
gave a loyal ally some ‘exemption’ from economic
sanction, the Australian economy would still suffer
significantly. China is Australia’s biggest trading part-
ner. The big-hitters in terms of export dollars to China
are in the extractive industries. If China’s economy
should contract, then it would need less raw materi-
als from Australia. Finding alternative customers for
minerals, iron ore, and coal on the global market is
fraught with difficulty.

China, as the prime target of the US ‘attack’, will
almost inevitably counterattack. In all likelihood Bei-
jing will impose sanctions of its own, thereby limiting
US access to supply chains. Wang Dong, director of
Peking University’s Institute for Global Cooperation
and Understanding, made it clear that “this is a two-
way process. China will of course try to engage with
President Trump in whatever way, try to negotiate,
but if, as happened in 2018, nothing can be achieved
through talks and we have to fight, we will resolutely
defend China’s rights and interests.”

What tends to get lost in the bourgeois media’s

analysis of Trump and his economic policies is that
most of the tariffs he originally put in place remained
under Biden. Things will get a whole lot worse. This
can be seen from the appointment of anti-China
hawks to important economic, security, defence, and
foreign policy roles.

Trump is fixated on an economic practice that is
nationalist and entirely statist. The fact that economic
nationalism is on the rise is a reaction to globalisa-
tion. Globalisation was an attempt by capital to find
a way out of the destructive “tendency for the rate
of profit to fall.” Once again Marx is proven correct.
The waves that crash against the seawall of capitalism
cannot be turned back.

Capitalism, as Marx described, is not simply crisis-
riven but threatened with eventual breakdown. We are
experiencing this and this drives the US to war with
China. That war is fought on many fronts. Economics
is one important battleground.

Trump and his presidency spell danger for the
region. Biden, for his part, differed only by degrees.
Biden too was introducing new tariffs on China, espe-
cially in the area of green technologies, so vital for the
global economy and for the planet.

Billions of dollars in arms shipments, missiles,
planes, and materiel have poured into Taiwan over
the past 4 years. Biden repeatedly stated that he
would intervene, militarily, in the event of ‘conflict’
in Taiwan. What we can expect is that this position
will be maintained and worsened as Trump runs the
line that the USA must come first and that there can
be “peace through strength.”

The differences between the two administrations
will be ‘proven’ by a string of analysts and commenta-
tors. This or that policy or decision might seem to be
different, but the actual reasons, the motivations for
the US drive to war, first economic but potentially in
a more lethal form, will not have gone away.

The USA believes that it must confront, contain
and roll-back China. A socialist China with a strong
economic base is anathema to the USA. China must be
contained in order for the USA to maintain supremacy,
both ideologically, economically, and globally. Whether
a Republican or Democrat occupies the White House
does not change that primal world view.

That same world view, coupled with the reality
that capitalism is coming inexorably to an end game,
make trade war inevitable. And, as 19th century French
economist and politician Claude-Frederic Bastiat once
said, “if goods don’t cross borders, soldiers will.” He
might also have said, ‘if you want peace, promote free
trade.” But then capitalism does not want ‘peace.’
It wants domination and wars to feed the military
industrial complex. &
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Divisive

‘Divisive’ or ‘division’ is a long-time favourite of that par-
ticular kind of political figure who has a problem with any
measures being taken to address inequalities or barriers
faced by minority groups. The word has recently seen use
by ACT New Zealand party leader David Seymour in his
attempt to dismantle the Treaty of Waitangi. You see, all
Seymour wants is for everyone to be treated the same, so
it's the people protesting the proposed destruction of the
Treaty who are being ‘divisive.” Australians might remem-
ber similar rhetoric from the Pauline Hansons and Craig
Kellys of the No campaign. To put it simply, it's a misuse
of the ideal of equality and an appeal to toothless respect-
ability politics to lazily criticise minority groups and their
allies.

Community

Another classic, this one has been used by the mil-
lion-dollars-a-year Vice Chancellor of the Australian
National University Genevieve Bell in Senate Estimates
in the same breath as “sacking them from their jobs.”
Thanks to mismanagement, greed, and plain old capitalist
austerity, ANU staff have their livelihoods on the chopping
block. Hopefully they will be comforted by Bell considering
them “members of our community.” It must have been a
heartbreakingly difficult decision to sack valued members
of the community while continuing to rake in an exorbitant
salary.

Democracy

This means Western liberal democracy, of course. There
is no other kind. Democracy means the liberal (good)
West versus the authoritarian (bad) Third World. China’s
socialist democracy through the CPPCC, their represent-
ative National Congress, is just a sham meant to make
China look like it's democratic. Meanwhile, the USA’s cor-
rupt electoral college, imperialist and self-appointed role
as world police, two-party system joined at the hip to Wall
Street, and political institutions stuffed to bursting with
Super PAC money are the gold standard for democracy
everywhere.

Surplus

When capitalist bosses are about to sack someone, they
call them “surplus to our needs.” When neoliberal govern-
ments butcher services, its all part of the quest for that
magical government surplus. In reality, workers are the
only ones who are fundamentally necessary. The parasitic
capitalists are the ones truly surplus to everyone’s needs.

Inefficiencies

Another word used by capitalists to refer to workers.
Julie Bishop has recently started calling workers “inef-
ficiencies.” But then managers spend tens of millions on
flying business class and waste all their money on private
consultants. The true inefficiencies are the Julie Bishops
of the world.

Complexity

A delightful euphemism for workers’ rights and health
recently utilised by the HR Nicholls Society in their
blueprint for dismantling union protections to promote
“productivity.” Compare this to the “red tape” Master Build-
ers complains about when they can't just kill construction
workers to save money. It turns out workers caring about
their lives and livelihoods is a real “complexity” getting in
the way of corporate bosses who simply want to hoard the
most wealth they can.
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The Movement of Solidarity with Cuba
of the Asia-Pacific region has held its
10th Regional Meeting of Solidarity
with Cuba from 29 to 30 October 2024,
in Beijing, People’s Republic of China,
with the participation of 70 delegates
from 16 countries, representing 36
organisations and groups of friendship
and solidarity.

During the discussion sessions, delegates
unanimously supported the international
demand for an end to the unjust and criminal
policy of blockade imposed by the United States
government on the Republic of Cuba for more
than six decades, and demanded that Cuba be
removed from the unilateral list of countries that
sponsor terrorism, since this false accusation
represents the main obstacle to the economic
and social development of the Cuban people.

All of us here consider it imperative to
strengthen unity, support, and cooperation in
building a peaceful world with a shared future
among our nations. We therefore declare our
joint commitment to:

1. To support and defend the Cuban Revo-
lution at every opportunity in all possible situ-
ations, in our countries, as a demonstration of
respect, admiration, and solidarity with the
dignified Cuban people, starting with practi-
cal actions.

2. To demand the immediate permanent,
total and unconditional lifting of the economic,
financial and commercial blockade, as well as
the removal of Cuba from the list of countries
allegedly sponsoring terrorism, a measure
which increases trade restrictions, hampers
economic and social development, creates
hardships for the Cuban people, and harms
the interests of other countries and their citi-
zens who seek relations with Cuba, in flagrant
violation of the Charter of the United Nations
and international law.

3. To continue to defend international peace
and security, and the integrity, and sovereignty
of our nations. Cuba, despite having part of
its territory illegally occupied with a foreign
military base, is the guarantor of world peace
and of the Latin American and Caribbean

Final declaration

10th Asia-Pacific regional meeting of solidarity with Cuba

region which was proclaimed a Zone of Peace
in Havana 10 years ago.

4. To promote actions of solidarity and
cooperation among our organisations and
peoples that will make it possible to implement
development strategies in those countries that
need them most, providing resources and equal
opportunities for the shared future that we set
out following the example of many nations in
the region.

5. To increase support for the Cuban people
in order to benefit health, education and the
development of food production systems.

6. To promote the work of friendship with
the new generations, as faithful followers of the
dreams of internationalism, collaboration, and
solidarity among peoples, enhancing the role of
graduates of educational institutions in Cuba.

7. To organise activities during 2024 and
2025 to accompany ICAP [The Cuban Institute
of Friendship with the Peoples] in the interna-
tional events it convenes and organises, inside
and outside Cuba, with the aim of honouring
its mission of solidarity as it reaches its 65th
anniversary; as well as disseminating the
thought and historical legacy of Commander
Fidel, the political and ethical paradigm of
the peoples of the world in the defence of life
and friendship, on the centenary of his birth.

8. To call for an immediate and lasting
ceasefire in the Gaza Strip of Palestine, an end
to actions that escalate tensions, and measures
to alleviate the humanitarian disaster in Gaza.

We express our special congratulations and
deepest thanks to the Chinese People’s Asso-
ciation for Friendship with Foreign Countries
(CPAFFC) for the warm hospitality and excellent
organisation for the 10th Asia-Pacific Regional
Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba. In the year of
the commemoration of the 7oth Anniversary
of the founding of CPAFFC, we would like to
extend our best wishes to the Chinese People
engaged in national defence and construction.
Delegates of the 10th Asia-Pacific Regional
Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba Beijing
People’s Republic of China, 30 October,

2024 &
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Plan of action

10th Asia Pacific Regional Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba:

1. To call on and put pressure on governments of our countries
to demand the lifting of blockade on Cuba and to remove
Cuba from the List of State Sponsors of Terrorism, eg:

* Holding vigils
* Protests
 Solidarity/caravans

2. Protest and promote visits of young professionals to and
from Cuba and to have programs of sharing knowledge and

experiences.

3. Promote awareness campaigns in our respective countries,

e.g:

* Literacy campaigns with Cuba to promote Cuban

methodology of education

» Awareness of Cuba’s achievements in sustainability
» Awareness of Cuba’s methods of agriculture (urban

agriculture)

» Awareness regarding Cuba’s approach to the climate

crisis.

4. To organise visits of solidarity brigades to Cuba
5. To promote sports and cultural exchanges with Cuba

6. To promote fund raising programs in solidarity with Cuba, eg:
* To involve the common public in these programs
» To promote community projects in Cuba.

7. To declare an International Solidarity Day with Cuba.

Cuba: ELAM celebrates its 25th anniversary

that medical work with disadvan-

Since its founding, ELAM,
the Latin American School
of Medicine, has graduated
31,180 doctors from over 120
nations, many from impover-
ished or conflict-affected com-
munities. More than 1,080
graduates are Brazilian, and
currently, there are over 20
Brazilian students from the
Landless Workers’ Movement
(MST) studying at ELAM.

On Friday, 15 November, the
celebration concluded in Havana,
bringing together more than 300
delegates and 250 guests, including
doctors and students from approxi-
mately 100 countries.

Under the motto “Guardians
of life, creators of a better world,”
the event served as a forum for

scientific exchange and aims to
be a significant step towards the
establishment of an international
medical and scientific organisation
composed of ELAM graduates.

The celebration coincided with
the 25th anniversary of ELAM, an
institution that annually welcomes
young people from various nations
with the purpose of training doctors
who can strengthen health systems
in their home countries.

Luther Castillo Harry, one of the
first graduates of ELAM and cur-
rent Minister of Science, Technol-
ogy, and Innovation in Honduras,
emphasised in his inaugural speech
that “we have the opportunity to
create the largest scientific organi-
sation in the world.” He added that
“each one must be an ambassador

of the Cuban Revolution,” stressing
that “the possible is only achieved
by fighting against the impossible.”

In a recorded message, Cuban
President Miguel Diaz-Canel sent
his greetings to the congress,
explaining his absence due to recov-
ery efforts following hurricanes
Oscar and Rafael. He referred to
attendees as “Cuban children born
in other lands,” and expressed
his emotion at seeing how gradu-
ates contribute to health in their
countries.

“Whenever I hear from you,
what you have achieved in your
communities and countries, I think
with deep emotion about Fidel,
how happy I would be to see you
become guardians of life.”

The president also highlighted

taged communities reflects “the
legendary faith in humanity and
the value of solidarity” promoted
by Fidel Castro.

Leandro Aragjo, a Brazilian
doctor who graduated in 2009,
commented on his return to Cuba
for this meeting, noting that it
represents “putting hope above
all.” Araujo explained that they
have been working on creating an
International Medical Association
for ELAM graduates, focused on
the solidarity and internationalist
values promoted by the school.

The Latin American School
of Medicine was inaugurated by
Fidel Castro on November 15,
1999, during an Ibero-American
summit. Its creation was a response

to a severe humanitarian crisis in
Central America and the Caribbean
following devastating hurricanes.
Besides sending military aid, Cuba
opted to establish an international
medical university to train local
professionals.

ELAM has enabled hundreds of
students to access free education
through scholarships, extending
its reach to various regions world-
wide. Fidel Castro emphasised in a
famous speech that Cuba “does not
send bombs or weapons but rather
doctors committed to saving lives.”
Telesur &
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