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Russia’s decision to change
its nuclear weapons doc-
trine has been presented as
a step towards Armageddon.
The United States has led the
charge and Putin has been
portrayed as something akin
to the devil incarnate. The
Kremlin made it plain that
the use of US and British long-
range missiles against Russia
changed the very nature of the
conflict. It is a fact that has
been overlooked by the West
and its politicised and parti-
san media.

Ukraine had been urging the
USA and NATO to give it the go-
ahead to use these missiles for
months. As widely expected, Biden
finally said yes. As a consequence,
US-made ATACMs and the Franco-
British Storm Shadow missiles
have now been used. The deci-
sion to allow their use was always
on the agenda. If NATO, the USA
and non-NATO allies are helping
Ukraine defend its territory, why
were long-range missiles sent in
the first place?

Biden’s sincerity when he
appeared to demur about taking
this action has now been shown to
be a charade. British Labour Prime
Minister Starmer was never as coy.
He was forthright, from the start
about Ukraine’s “right” to launch
such attacks.

The nature of the war has
changed dramatically. US and
British weapons are now being
used deep inside Russian territory.
The mask has been torn away. The
war is a war against Russia and
is being waged by the combined
might of the USA and NATO. The
suffering of the Ukrainian people
will be made worse. The suffering
of the Russian people will be made
worse. Imperialism wants the war
to continue and cares not for the
cost in broken lives.

US Defence Secretary, Lloyd
Austin’s announcement of the
delivery of new land mines to
Ukraine was just another signal of
US’s intent. In June 2022, Biden
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announced that his regime was
joining with the majority of states
in banning the use and sale of land-
mines. In November, 2024, Biden
announced that he was shipping
landmines to Ukraine. The USA
as instigator of this war has once
more shown that there is no degree
of hypocrisy that it will not stoop to.

In an immediate response to the
use of these US and British missiles,
Russia fired a new hypersonic mid-
range ballistic missile into Ukraine.
Putin, in a televised address, said
that Russia had launched the mis-
sile named Oreshnik, “one of the
newest Russian mid-range missile
systems under combat conditions.”

This action was immediately
denounced by all those forces
ranged against Russia in this con-
flict as a major escalation of the war.
Putin’s announcement, soon after
the launch, that Russia’s military
has many more Oreshniks in its
armoury and that it would be using
them, was cited as proof that Russia
was pushing the region, Europe,
and by definition, the world to the
very brink of total war.

The Oreshniks are nuclear-
capable weapons. Russia is ringed
by nuclear weapons from the US
and its NATO bases in Europe.
Putin has made it clear that Rus-
sia’s nuclear doctrine has changed.

Putin had earlier warned the
West that the decision to escalate
the conflict by using US and Brit-
ish weapons directly against Russia
would have consequences. The shift
in nuclear doctrine is one of those
consequences.

The decision by Russia to
permit the use of nuclear weapons
against conventional forces that are
also nuclear-armed is presented by
the West as a step too far. What
does it mean?

In effect, Russian military
doctrine now accords with that
of the USA. There are now only
two nuclear-armed nations that
maintain a strict policy of ‘no first
use.” China and India are the two
remaining countries that have
committed themselves to this most
rational course of action. Ever since
it developed nuclear weapons,

the USA has reserved the ‘right’
to use such weapons offensively.
It has always defended its right
to be the first to launch a nuclear
attack. Russia has simply aligned
its military strategy to meet that
of the USA, France, and any other
belligerent nuclear-armed nation.

There is a high degree of hypoc-
risy and hyperbole in the American,
NATO and Ukrainian response.

US officials have apparently
suggested Biden should “return”
nuclear weapons to Ukraine. The
weapons were withdrawn when the
USSR was dissolved. The report
argues that US nukes in Ukraine
would be “an instant and enormous
deterrent.”

Dmitry Medvedev, Russia’s
deputy national security chairman,
issued an official response saying
that such a move would compel
Russia to share its advanced nuclear
technologies with its allies. If the
situation does escalate, then it is
clear that the instigator will be
the USA.

This is the reality that is now
facing the world. It does not mean
that Russia is likely to launch a
strike, but it sends a message to
the nations arrayed against it that
this is a serious affair. Russia sees
this war as an existential struggle
against an ever-encroaching NATO
intent on isolating, weakening and
dismembering Russia. It sees the
hand of imperialism at work. It
sees a future where Russia is little
more than a quarry for capitalist
exploitation. It sees the Maidan in
Ukraine in 2014 and the rise of a
right-wing Ukrainian regime backed
by the USA as decisive moments.

Pro-war voices are urging the
West to escalate the war. Former
Australian major-general Mick
Ryan, and now senior advisor on
military matters for the right-wing
Lowy Institute, has accused the
West of failing to support Ukraine.
Since there are already NATO and
US long-range missiles being used
on Russia, the only further support
would have to be NATO troops.

Ryan claims that Russia violated
Ukrainian sovereignty in 2014, the
year of the Maidan revolt. It was the
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year when the billions of CIA dollars
spent on a fascist movement inside
Ukraine paid dividends. It was the
year when Ukraine committed
itself to terror against pro-Russian
Ukrainians. Since 2014, left wing,
socialist, communist parties have
been outlawed. Communists have
been arrested. Elections have not
taken place. The government has
cracked down on unions. Democ-
racy has been done away with.
This is not the truth that our

media wish us to know. Instead,
we are given the sort of nonsense
peddled by Major-General Ryan.

Russia, now subject to US mis-
sile attacks, has shifted its nuclear
policy to that of the USA. Russia,
now subject to US missile attacks,
has shifted its nuclear policy to
that of the USA. It has shifted its
nuclear policy to meet that of the
USA. That’s the truth about the
missiles, but you won'’t hear it from
most news outlets. @&
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Let kids be kids,
keep war off Twitch

Young people are in the news again. At a time
when everyone has cost of living pressures on
their mind, the Albanese Labor government has
decided to go all-in on a plan to ban social media
for under-16s. We don’t have space to list what’s
wrong with it, but in a nutshell, it’s a distraction
from issues that really affect young people, and
it won’t work well.

Some have pointed out the contradictions — a
government that’s fine with imprisoning young
people, and doesn’t mind if they’re slathered
with gambling ads when they watch sport, says
it wants to protect them from social media. The
proposed ban also ignores the benefits of social
media — young people can find friends and sup-
port there, as well as harmful things.

That brings us to the real topic, something far
more dangerous to our young people than social
media. It’s the drive to war from our govern-
ment. This may sound melodramatic — after
all, we’re a peaceful country, not involved in
any wars.

We are not a peaceful country. Australia is in-
creasingly a working part of the US military The
next war is coming in the form of a drive to war
in the service of the USA. We’re being softened
up for it by the sales job for AUKUS - the largest
expenditure by an Australian government ever.
Australia will lose more sovereignty as AUKUS
takes off — and pay for it.

The Australian Strategic Policy Institute
(ASPI) is a group you may not have heard of, but
they’re interested in what you think. This lobby-
ing group is funded by Defence and by defence
industries, and consistently promotes war and
militarisation. It is quoted by media outlets as
though it’s source of objective knowledge.

ASPI is worried that Australian children
aren’t as pro-war as they need to be. An ASPI
journal has worried that our young people are
thinking more about climate change and the cost
of living than they are about the need to prepare
for a coming war with China.

This sounds like the kids are alright! ASPI
and the Albanese government are working on
it though. Schools in South Australia are being
bribed to sign up as ‘Defence Schools.” Military
problems are being inserted in science subjects.
ASPI is bursting with suggestions — including
social media. One idea is to promote the mili-
tary through Twitch, the game/video streaming
platform.

This adds even more irony to the Albanese
idea of protecting children by keeping them off
social media. The catchphrase the government
is using is “let kids be kids.” People mock, but
we couldn’t agree more. Let’s let kids be kids,
instead of using their developing years as a test-
ing ground for marketing global conflict. Let
kids be kids instead of imperialist recruitment
targets.

Pay attention to the war promotion, because
it’s going to continue. It’s insidious. This country
does NOT need war. War is NOT inevitable. Stay
sceptical. Stay informed. If you appreciate the
work this paper does to counteract the drive to
war, subscribe, and/or donate to the Press Fund.

Silicosis

Guardian

‘tsunami’

coming for Sydney’s
metro tunnellers

Tunnel workers cutting the gigantic passag-
es for Sydney’s Metros have been exposed to
toxic silica dust levels far exceeding those
working in the engineered stone industry,
secret documents show.

Documents obtained by the Australian Workers
Union (AWU) through freedom of information laws
show tunnellers are exposed to cancer-causing dust
while building government projects like Metro West,
and Metro City & Southwest.

1in 3 air quality tests during construction of Metro
City & Southwest exceeded the Workplace Exposure
Standard (WES), some by 208 times, according to
documents obtained from Transport for NSW (TfNSW).

Air quality reports at the three Metro West sites
currently being bored show that toxic silica dust levels
have exceeded the WES 1in 7 times. The WES is .05
milligrams per cubic metre.

Worryingly, the data shows tunnelling using road-
header excavators exposes workers to silica dust levels
far greater than engineered stone kitchen benchtops,
which were banned after an AWU campaign.

But only a small amount of tunnelling happens
with roadheaders on Sydney Metro.

Projects like NorthConnex, WestConnex, M6 stage
1, and Western Harbour Tunnel all use roadheaders all
the time to construct all of their tunnels (the Western
Harbour Tunnel is also using TBMs).

This is because they need a flatter, wider tunnel
to accommodate three lanes plus of traffic.

Air monitoring reports from these projects, which
is held by Safe Work NSW rather than TENSW, have
been withheld from the public and kept secret.

Safe Work NSW refused to release the data, citing
concerns over potential negative reputational impact
on companies including CPB Contractors Pty Limited
(CPB) and John Holland.

In a letter to the AWU, Safe Work NSW said:

“Release of the reports will ... adversely impact
upon the reputation of CPB ... because it is reasonable
to expect that the reports will lead to adverse media
coverage in respect of the management of health risks,
including the risks presented by respirable dust and
RCS (respirable crystalline silica).”

Safe Work NSW did not explain why CPB’s repu-
tation was their business.

Thanks to the AWU’s representations, The Hon-
ourable Mark Banasiak MLC has used his powers
under standing order 52 to obtain this information
— standing order 52 is a power any member of the
NSW Legislative Council can use to obtain informa-
tion held by a department.

The information from Safe Work NSW, and addi-
tional information from Sydney Metro, and Transport
for NSW (TEINSW) will be delivered to The Honourable
Mark Banasiak MLC on 18 December.

On 1 September new national laws took effect
which give workers the right to demand multiple
safety control measures such as PPE, water suppres-
sion, on-tool extraction systems and local exhaust
ventilation systems.

Workers can also demand a silica risk control
plan from the employer in a high-risk environment.

The Hawkesbury Sandstone under Sydney is
around 85 per cent silica content which makes it
super dangerous because of the very high concentra-
tions of silica dust.

Granite and basalt have much less silica.

Hawkesbury Sandstone is hard enough. It’s sup-
portive but soft enough. It can be cut easily using
roadheaders, not exclusively tunnel boring machines,
which can go through harder rock.

Civil engineering companies need to come clean
about the health impacts of tunnelling on their work-
ers, said Chris Donovan, Assistant National Secretary.

“No Australian in 2024 should be poisoned by
toxic dust at work, not with the technology we have
today,” said Donovan.

“Sydneysiders would be ropable if they knew
the new metro they were sitting on, or underground
motorway they were driving through came at the
expense of someone’s health.

“We need to find out what’s happened under-
ground in these projects right now, so we can stop it
happening in the future,” said Donovan.
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Improve your Marx
WA branch report

The Communist Party of Australia
WA organised a state-based party
school on 23-24 November in Boor-
loo/Perth. This was part of the Cen-
tral Committee Education Collective
cadre education program. Schools
have also been organised in NSW,
QLD, SA, and Victoria.

The program aims to develop party cadre
across the country. The study of Marxism-
Leninism is one of the priorities in the CPA
and as part of the party’s constitution that
individual and collective study is a respon-
sibility for all members of the CPA.

The school was a success and com-
plemented the monthly classes of the WA
branch.

Local tutors presented on the Com-
munist Manifesto, its origins, and lessons
from the past and present, as well as the
definition of class and other communist
fundamentals.

CC education tutors presented on build-
ing the party of a new type, Lenin’s party.
School attendees actively participated in
the discussion enriching their knowledge
and commitment for social change and the
building of the CPA in Western Australia.

Alocal tutor led the school on dialectic
materialism as a tool for analysing climate
emergency. This was a dynamic class and
workshop where comrades moved around
the table working in groups and interacting
by developing their thoughts and initiatives
on how to engage in the struggle to fight for

CC education tutors presented on politi-
cal economy and class struggle. Important
concepts like surplus value and exploitation
were analysed. The understanding of those
concepts is essential for Marxists and their
interaction with workers raising their class
consciousness.

A highlight of the school was the pres-
entation by 3 female branch members on
‘Women and class struggle.” The panel
posted important questions on the strug-
gle for women’s equality, fighting against
domestic violence, and making the CPA an
attractive and welcoming party for women.

The presenters put challenging ques-
tions to reflect on how communists need
to further develop their own practice to
build a stronger party in which both men
and women fight for equality and a better
society for all, free of exploitation and dis-
crimination on class, gender or race.

The school ended by taking the book
to the street, with participants joining the
international campaign Bridges of Love
which demands the end of the US blockade
on Cuba. The CPA joined members of the
Australia-Cuba Friendship Society, ACFS
walking over the Elizabeth Quay bridge
across the Swan River in Boorloo. Cuba is
a beacon of socialism in the Americas and
an example of solidarity worldwide.

The branch will continue to develop
cadres capable of leading the struggle
and branch out to continue building a
strong working-class party in Western
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the environment and building a movement.
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Unions favour Al protections

Unions have welcomed a report by the Senate Select
Committee on Adopting Artificial Intelligence with
its strong emphasis on proposals to protect work-
ers’ rights amid the widespread adoption of Al sys-
tems and other new technologies.

The report recommends using the Occupational Health
and Safety framework of tripartism to bring more oversight
to the introduction of AL

It also recommends placing a positive duty on employers
to identify and mitigate the risks of AI and establishes con-
sultation rights for workers so the risks of new Al systems
can be better managed.

Australian Unions also welcome recommendations to
protect creative workers against the theft of their work,
ensure greater transparency on the use of creative works

in Al systems, and undertake consultation to ensure fair
remuneration for creative workers.

The recommendation for an overarching AT Act will be
vital in ensuring a coordinated approach is taken across
government so the impacts of Al systems being introduced
around the country are fully considered.

The Committee’s report has recognised the potential
benefits of AI for workers. But it has also highlighted the
unfortunate reality, that these systems are already being
used to undermine working peoples’ rights and conditions,
through automated decision making, intrusive surveillance,
and the haphazard adoption of new technology.

The Committee has concluded that the use of Al systems
that impact the rights of people at work is high-risk and
working peoples’ fundamental rights must be protected.

ACTU Secretary Sally McManus said, “Workers should
be at the centre of Al adoption at work, adding that workers
are often enthusiastic about the potential benefits of AI but
are rightly wary of the major risks of AI being misused to
undermine wages, conditions and to sack workers in cynical
cost-cutting exercises.

“So far, large multinational companies and the biggest
businesses have been making the major decisions around
AT and too often workers have been denied a voice.

The ACTU supports the Committee’s proposal to extend
the existing and well-respected OH&S framework to the
introduction of Al systems to ensure employers are aware
of their responsibility to identify and mitigate the potential
risks of these Al tools.
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WA: Karratha police

Union hails end of

apologise for repeated
‘unlawful’ home entry

Asad Khan and
Cassandra Ariuu

A local Aboriginal family has voiced
serious concerns regarding the con-
duct of Karratha police officers, alleg-
ing multiple instances of unlawful
entry into their property without a
search warrant.

According to the family, officers have
repeatedly accessed their home without
knocking, occasionally opening doors them-
selves to enter, despite clear indications
that the individuals sought do not reside at
their address.

Footage provided by the family purport-
edly shows officers entering the premises
multiple times, disregarding the family’s
statements asserting that the persons of
interest are not associated with the residence.

The family claims that attempts to file
complaints over the phone with Karratha
Police were met with disconnection, sug-
gesting a reluctance on the part of officers
to address their grievances.

Karratha resident Nikita Hicks described

the recurring incidents, stating, “They invite
themselves into the house even after we've
repeatedly told the officers that the individu-
als they’re looking for don’t live here.”

In response, a spokesperson from WA
Police told Ngaarda Media, “At this time, a
complaint has not been received in relation to
this matter. Should a complaint be received,
an investigation will be commenced.”

The spokesperson also noted that certain
circumstances allow police officers to enter
private property without a search warrant,
such as situations where a person may be at
imminent risk of harm, or when searching
for an arrestable individual.

Apparently two officers from the
Karratha Police Station have since offered
a doorstep apology to the family in an effort
to address the situation and rectify any
misunderstandings.

As this story unfolds, it highlights ongoing
tensions and concerns regarding the conduct
of police in Aboriginal communities, raising
questions around procedural transparency,
and community-police relations in Karratha.
Ngaarda Media &

‘boss pay bonanza’

The National Tertiary Education Union
(NTEU) has strongly welcomed a
planned federal crackdown on exces-
sive vice-chancellor pay and rampant
wage theft.

The NTEU has released a damning report
into university governance, which has now
sparked a major announcement from Edu-
cation Minister Jason Clare.

It’s claimed a new watchdog will rein
in bulging university executive pay packets
and that action will be taken on wage theft,
which has seen more than 140,000 workers
underpaid an estimated $400 million.

More than 300 senior university execu-
tives get paid more than their state premier.

NTEU National President Dr Alison
Barnes paid tribute to union members who
had driven the change.

“NTEU members have comprehensively
shifted the dial on obscene vice-chancellor
pay packets through bravely speaking out
about governance nightmares at their work-
places,” she said.

“This victory is years in the making. We
want to congratulate the federal government
for taking strong action to make million-
dollar vice-chancellor salaries a thing of
the past.

“The federal government must be
applauded for responding to our calls for
governance reform. Today is a great step
towards better universities.

“Of course there’s more to do and we
stand ready to help the government imple-
ment these changes.

“It is very encouraging that minister
Clare has begun to act on the crisis in higher
education.

“Taking steps to stop systemic wage theft
in our universities will have a major impact
in stopping this shameful behaviour which
has seen more than 140,000 staff ripped off.

“Union members standing together has
resulted in change that will reap huge benefits
for staff, students and society more broadly.”
NTEU &
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Cane cutting
cover-up

Che Janz

I was tasked by a comrade in
Queensland to find documen-
tation on strikes in my area
for a project he was writing
for the Sunshine Coast region.
It was in regards to a period
of Queensland history — the
mid-1930s — when cane cut-
ters, the industry the coast
was built on, had numerous
large-scale strikes.

The strikes focused on protest-
ing the ethno-nationalist British
preference in the Australian agricul-
tural sector, whereby the sugar cane
industry giants and the Australian
Workers’ Union made a gentleman’s
agreement that employment should
go to those of British origin by a
margin of 75 per cent.

The remaining 25 per cent were
other European immigrants such as
Italians, Spaniards, and Finns, or
other immigrants from Asia. Cane
workers went on strike for the usual
reasons, such as low pay and poor
working conditions, which for them
often meant becoming fatally ill or
dying from Weil’s disease (a bac-
terial infection that thrives where
people work outdoors in wet and
warm areas).

In my local museum in Nam-
bour, I explained to a volunteer
historian I was looking for docu-
ments on strikes from 1933-1935.
After hours of searching with them
through newspapers and bulletins
from the time we found nothing on
the subject. This was a surprise, as
it was clear from other research
that strikes did occur in Nambour
and surrounding areas, and were
prominent.

However we did find one single
report that piqued my interest,
it was a Director’s report from
the Moreton Central Sugar Mill
Company Limited (MCSMCL).
The MCSMCL had a monopoly
on sugar, mining, and farming in
Nambour but had acres of land

Sugar cane cutters, Innisfail District, Queensland, 1923.
Photo: Queensland State Library (public domain)

across the Sunshine Coast from
Coolum to Noosa.

The report said that “owing to
unfavourable seasonal conditions,
alarge area of the cane was allowed
to standover,” and that only a small
harvest was produced. This was
entirely false. From other research,
I found that the weather condi-
tions were seemingly fine for the
produce to be grown. It seems the
true reason the crop was harvested
on such a small scale was actually
that a lot of the MCSMCL workers
were on strike.

With the MCSMCL having such
dominance in Nambour’s economy
for close to 110 years, it accumu-
lated immense power and wealth.
It is no surprise to learn that local
news might well have been per-
suaded by the MSCMCL not to give
any coverage to the strikes, or the
reality of their workers’ situation.
This was the conclusion that the
historian and I came to; more or
less that the media in conjunction
with local press kept, the strikes

from the public eye. I thanked the
historian for the help and took a
photo of the report.

But the event stayed in my
mind. I couldn’t stop wondering
how such an obvious cover-up could
occur in my local area. It made
me wonder how many strikes big
or small in Australia or across the
world are not known, due to poor or
no reporting by press, or even lob-
bying by industry and governments.

At the time of writing, there is
a public transport workers strike in
Pakistan. It’s a major dispute, but
the coverage is limited to obscure
websites, with no mainstream
media willing to cover it.

The point of all this is not just
to share some local history of
strikes on the Sunshine Coast, but
to remind people to keep in mind
that even if it looks like no work-
ers are taking action, the media
doesn’t always give us the whole
picture. &

Pay cut? No thanks

Guardian

88 per cent of Australian National Univer-
sity staff have voted “No” to a proposed pay
cut. Never before has the gap between uni-
versity leadership and university workers
been more stark. Staff are asking questions
about why such an unpopular proposal was
put to the ballot in the first place. NTEU ANU
Branch President Millan Pintos-Lopez states,
“the university’s leadership need to reflect
on their approach. This vote is a clear vote
of no confidence in their management style.
I urge all university executives to take the
end of year period as an opportunity to go
away and reconsider how they’ve been run-
ning the ANU, and how they’ve been treating
staff. We need a new leadership style, or we
need a new leadership. It’s up to them which
path they take.”

The vote results were announced 22 November,
the same day the NTEU announced that a new report
that exposes in shocking detail the deep governance
crisis that is threatening Australian universities.
The report reveals how the constant merry go round
of newly appointed and highly paid Vice Chancel-
lors, Chancellors and senior executives have created
inflexible, profit-driven bureaucracies at the expense
of high-quality expert-led education and research.

Opaque senior appointments, prolific wage theft,
heavy reliance on a casualised workforce, course and
job cuts, and wasteful and inefficient spending have
all served to reduce trust in university managements
to an all-time low. Yet astoundingly, university man-
agers remain largely unaccountable to the communi-
ties they serve.

The report reveals that the average Vice Chancel-
lor pay was $1.049 million in 2023, and the average
university now has 6 executives paid more than their
respective state premier, led by Monash University
with a whopping 16 executives taking in more than
Jacinta Allan. It details how university managements
have made decisions against the public interest, like
shutting down important courses and centres, with
no accountability to the public; and how university
senior executives seem to have a free pass when it
comes to egregious conflicts of interest — conflicts that
would not be allowed in the public sector. Universi-
ties spent up to a whopping $734 million in 2023 on
“consulting” and professional advice or services in
2023. Insecure employment, casualisation, retrenching
indispensable staff, and systematic wage theft is out
of control in the sector. The NTEU is calling on the
federal government to hold a parliamentary inquiry
into institutional governance and workforce planning
in our public universities. &
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A new draft of a deal on cash to adapt to climate change
released at the United Nations climate summit (COP29)
“has angered” developing nations. The new draft deal set
out in Azerbaijan capital Baku pledged just $250 billion by
2035 from wealthy countries to poorer ones.

The amount is more than double the previous goal of $100
billion a year set 15 years ago, but it’s less than a quarter of
the amount demanded by developing nations struck hard-
est by extreme weather.

But rich nations say that the number is about the limit of
what they can do, say that it's realistic, and a stretch for
democracies back home to stomach. It struck a sour note
for developing countries, which see the COP process as
their biggest hope to pressure rich nations.

Mohamed Adow, from Power Shift Africa, said: “Our expec-
tations were low, but this is a slap in the face. No developing
country will fall for this.”

He said: “They have angered and offended the developing
world.”

Delegations from numerous countries, analysts, and advo-
cates were kept in the dark about the draft until it dropped
more than a half a day later than promised, prompting com-
plaints about how this conference was being run.

The presidency said in a statement: “These texts form a
balanced and streamlined package. The COP29 presiden-
cy urges parties to study this text intently, to pave the way
towards consensus on the few options remaining.”

Climate Analytics chief executive Bill Hare, a veteran nego-
tiator, said: “We’re in for a long night and maybe two nights
before we actually reach agreement on this.”

Just like last year’s initial proposal, which was soundly
rejected, this plan is empty on what climate analysts call
“mitigation” or efforts to reduce emissions from (or com-
pletely get off) coal, oil, and natural gas, Hare said. Harjeet
Singh of the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty said it
was “a disgrace that despite full awareness of the devas-
tating climate crises afflicting developing nations and the
staggering costs of climate action — amounting to trillions
— developed nations have only proposed a meagre $250
billion per year.”

Experts put the need at $1.3 trillion for developing coun-
tries to cover damages resulting from extreme weather,
help those nations adapt to a warming planet, and wean
themselves from fossil fuels, with more generated by each
country internally.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the Albanese government,
collaborator in genocide. The US has never signed up to
the International Criminal Court. Its political leaders are
open about being rule-makers not rule-takers, insisting oth-
er countries comply with the court’s rulings while rejecting
its jurisdiction over anything the United States or its citizens
do.

No country breaches international law more frequently than
the United States, through wars of aggression like Iraq (with
Australia invariably riding shotgun), routine use of drones
to kill arbitrarily defined enemies (and anyone in the vicin-
ity) across multiple continents, and through the extensive
and illegal sanctions it deploys to wreck other countries’
economies.

If the prime minister of Israel is a wanted war criminal, sys-
tematically starving the civilian population of northern Gaza
among other crimes, will the Albanese government contin-
ue its support for Israel’s genocide? If so, who next to front
the ICC?
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Richard Titelius

Dr Alison Evans, Chief Executive Offic-
er of Centre for Women’s Safety and
Wellbeing launched the 34th annual
rally to honour those killed due to
Family and Domestic Violence, as well
as support for victims, their families
and those living in fear across the
state of WA. Dr Evans said she had
heard from the victims of domestic
violence, especially missing and mur-
dered First Nations women and it was
time for change. The rally also marked
the International Day of Prevention
of Violence against Women.

The rally heard from domestic violence
survivor Noongar Aboriginal woman,
Lorraine Pryor, released from Boronia
Pre-Release Centre after serving a term of
imprisonment for offences related to addic-
tion as a consequence of coping with abuse
and domestic violence. Lorraine spoke of,
“our invisible women,” the Aboriginal women
who are often the ignored victims of domestic
violence. Lorraine has children herself and
worries about the trauma which they experi-
enced. Lorraine with her mother Marie Pryor
had also recently spoken about their experi-
ences of domestic violence through the lens
of the colonial dispossession which caused
the intergenerational trauma of the Stolen
Generations in the documentary, Genocide
in the Wildflower State.

Lorraine also spoke of the incarceration
rates of Aboriginal women — the fastest grow-
ing prison population in Western Australia,
and the need to elevate the voices of Abo-
riginal women and listen to their stories of
abuse and trauma.

Another voice was Ariel Bombara, the
daughter of Mark Bombara who murdered
her mother’s best friend and her daughter.
Ariel is now on the road to recovery and today
publicly spoke about the events of that day
recalling the phone call she received from
Jenny. Ariel recalled the guilt of being the
survivor after weeks of keeping one step
ahead of her psychopathic father. “It is a
heavy burden to feel guilty for men’s behav-
iour,” she said.

He believed said Ariel, that her mother
and her siblings were his property. This is
arguably the essence of domestic violence as
described by Friedrich Engels in, The Origin
of the Family, Private Property and the
State — men at the time believed that women
were their property or chattels and the laws
of the state at the time sanctioned this view.

Australia

‘16 Days in WA 2024 Stopping
Family and Domestic Violence’
launch in Perth WA

¥
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It’s a heavy burde

to feel guilty for
men’s behaviour

Women still suffer from the residue from
this way of thinking.

The Noongar Women’s Choir next sang
a song about survival from an incident of
domestic and family violence, “I'm a woman
with no shame/Angel Goddess/Spirit arising
from the flame.”

Deputy Commissioner of Police, Allan
Adams spoke in support of victims who
continue to face the effects of domestic vio-
lence — of the pain, struggle and resilience of
survivors. After hearing from the two survi-
vors Lorriane Pryor and Ariel Bombara, he
acknowledged, with some understatement,
“We don’t get it right all the time.”

Where is the hope, you may ask? The
Deputy Commissioner spoke of a system
of reform and the establishment of Risk
Management Group. The Deputy Commis-
sioner was heartened by the engagement of
victims with reforms of the system to make
it more effective.

Survivors and senior officials then placed
floral bouquets on the silhouettes represent-
ing the 16 victims of domestic violence who
lost their lives in the past year.

The final speaker was WA’s Minister
for the Prevention of Family and Domestic
Violence, Sabine Winton who said the gov-
ernment was committed to dealing with the
scourge in our community. She was heckled
throughout by an Aboriginal woman about
the lack of action in regards to what hap-
pened to her sister.

The Minister said the government was
working hard on getting the legislation on
Coercive Control strong and effective enough.
According to experts like Commissioner for
Victims of Crime Kati Kraszlan, they’re not
there yet.

There are efforts to help the community
understand which behaviours are unaccept-
able — around Perth there are numerous
billboards which are spreading this message

as part of this campaign. There is also a
Domestic Violence Taskforce which has cre-
ated a system reform plan, and is pushing the
Labor government of Premier Roger Cook
to provide the necessary resources.

The Communist Party of Australia rec-
ognises there is a high incidence of domestic
violence, but it is not really such a mystery
as to what the cause is.

That family and domestic violence also
most heavily affects Aboriginal people who
are one of the most economically and socially
marginalised groups in our society speaks
heavily of the effects which the operation
of capitalism has on these groups. It is also
of concern that there is a systemic insti-
tutionalisation of the problem when the
Deputy Commissioner speaks of working
with the domestic violence industry. Real
change will only occur with changes to the
material conditions of our society from top
to bottom. <

South Australia:
Government gives itself
more money

Peter Farmer

After a secret consultation, the South
Australian Labor government has
decided to press ahead with changes
to electoral laws which will massively
increase government funding to the
two major parties. It turned out that
most submissions to the consultation
were against the changes.

The government set up an independent
review which recommended decreasing
administrative funding for major parties
from $1.4 million per year to $1.2 million.
After carefully considering the review, the
government decided to increase the fund-
ing to $1.6 million. That will give the Labor
and Liberal parties an extra $3.2 million
every four years.

According to an Australian Institute

study, the proposed laws will mean that
administrative funding for the major parties
in South Australia will be 66 times greater
than it was 10 years ago.

“Behind Premier Malinauskas’ proposed
ban on most political donations is around $18
million in new taxpayer funding for political
parties and candidates; the vast majority goes
to the two major parties,” said Bill Browne,
Director of the Australia Institute’s Democ-
racy & Accountability Program.

“This legislation will make election cam-
paigns and politicking in South Australia
bigger and more expensive than ever — but
with the public picking up most of the tab.”

Browne described the laws as a risky
experiment that needs to be rethought, and
criticised the legislation as rushed and unfair.
(see page 16 this issue for something very
similar on a national scale) @

Labor urged to drop ‘cruel’
deportation Bill

Craig Fermwer

Refugee advocates have condemned
Labor’s latest attempt to demonise
asylum seekers. The Victorian branch
of the Refugee Action Collective has
described the deportation legislation
as “harsh,” and has urged Labor to
drop it.

The legislation was introduced in
response to the High Court of Australia
ruling on 6 November, which held that
forcing people released from immigration
detention to wear ankle bracelets and live
under curfews was unconstitutional.

The government has been accused of
catering to a racist panic that asylum-seekers
who have committed crimes, served their
time in prison, and have been released into
the community are a special threat.

Citizens released from prison can return
to their homes and families. Advocates

argue that asylum-seekers should have that
right, too.

But the proposed legislation goes much
further than making it possible to force
asylum-seekers to wear ankle bracelets and
observe curfews.

It gives the government the power to
pay poor, third countries like Nauru to take
asylum-seekers, making deportation much
easier and effectively expanding offshore
detention.

People deported to third countries are
not guaranteed permanent residency there.
They could be detained or sent to their home
country where they would face harm.

The Bill also allows the Minister to over-
turn refugee determinations for virtually all
refugees and asylum-seekers in Australia.

This has been described as a threat to all
refugees and asylum-seekers. @&
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The choices that Australia makes

Vijay Prashad

If you go to the bluff at Kings Park in
Borloo/Perth, Australia, you can look
out over the Swan River and enjoy
a remarkable view. Across the bay,
there is a phalanx of steel and glass
buildings that rise to the skies. Each
of these buildings carries a sign that
glistens in the sharp sun: BHP, Rio
Tinto, Chevron, Deloitte, and others.

Kings Park no longer survives merely
with the patronage of the British King, who
continues to claim sovereignty over Aus-
tralia. Part of it is now named Rio Tinto
Kings Park, needing the corporate profits
from this enormous mining company to
sustain its charms.

Down one of the avenues of the park
there are trees set apart by a few metres, and
at the base of these trees are small markers
for dead soldiers from past wars; these are
not graves but remembrances crowned by
Australian flags. The park brings together
the three crucial pieces of Western Australia,
this state of which Perth is the capital, which
is the size of Western Europe: the British
monarchy, the mining companies and their
affiliates, and the role of the military.

OF KINGS

A few days before I arrived in Canberra,
an Aboriginal senator, Lidia Thorpe, inter-
rupted the celebration of King Charles III
to say, “You are not my king. This is not
your land.” It was a powerful demonstration
against the treatment of Australia ever since
the arrival of English ships to the country’s
east in January 1788.

In fact, the British crown does claim title
to the entirety of the Australian landmass.
King Charles III is head of the 56-country
Commonwealth and the total land area of
the Commonwealth takes up 21 per cent of
the world’s land. It is remarkable to realise
that King Charles III is nominally in charge
of merely 22 per cent less than Queen Vic-
toria (1819-1901).

The day after Senator Thorpe’s state-
ment, a group of Aboriginal leaders met
with King Charles III to discuss the theme
of “sovereignty.” In Sydney, Elder Allan
Murray of the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal
Land Council welcomed the King to Gadigal
land and said, “We’ve got stories to tell, and
I think you witnessed that story yesterday in
Canberra. But the story is unwavering, and
we've got a long way to achieve what we want
to achieve, and that’s our own sovereignty.”

When Captain James Cook (1770) and
Captain Arthur Phillip (1788) arrived on
this Gadigal land, they were met by people
who had lived in the area for tens of thou-
sands of years. In 1789, a smallpox epidemic
brought by the British killed 53 per cent of
the Gadigal, and eventually — through vio-
lence — they reduced the population to three
per cent in 1791.

It is accurate, then, for Elder Murray to
have said to the press after King Charles III
left that “The Union Jack was put on our land
without our consent. We've been ignored.”
What remained were barrangal dyara
(skin and bones, as the Gadigal would have
said). Given the value of the land in Sydney,
the Gadigal clan would today be one of the

The Mount Tom Price mine is an iron ore mine located in the Pilbara region of Western Australia, and is fully owned and operated by Rio

Tinto Iron Ore and is one of twelve iron ore mines the company operates in the Pilbara.

we’ve got a long way to achieve what we
want to achieve ... our own sovereignty

richest groups in the world. Apart from a
few descendants who do not have title to
the land, the ghosts of the ancestors walk
these streets.

OF MINERALS

Australia is one of the widest countries
in the world, with a large desert in its middle
section. Underneath its soil, which has been
walked on by a range of Aboriginal communi-
ties for tens of thousands of years, is wealth
that is estimated to be $19.9 trillion. This
estimate includes the country’s holdings of
coal, copper, iron ore, gold, uranium, and
rare earth elements.

In 2022, Australia’s mining companies —
some of the largest in the world — extracted
at least 27 minerals from the subsoil, includ-
ing lithium (Australia is the world’s largest
producer of lithium, annually providing 52
per cent of the global market).

On 24 May 2020, Rio Tinto’s engineers
and workers blew up a cave in the Pilbara
area of Western Australia to expand their
Brockman 4 iron ore mine. The cave in the
Juukan Gorge had been used by the Puutu
Kunti Kurrama people for 46,000 years and
was kept by them as a community treasure.

In 2013, Rio Tinto approached the
Western Australian government to seek an
exemption to destroy the cave and to extend
the mine. They received this exemption based
on a law called the Aboriginal Heritage Act
of 1972, which had been drafted to favour
mining companies.

Rio Tinto, with substantial operations
in Western Australia and around the world,
has a market capitalisation of $105.7 billion,

making it — after BHP (market cap of $135.5)
— the second largest minerals company in
the world (both Rio Tinto and BHP are
headquartered in Melbourne).

Hastily, BHP began to reconsider its
permission to destroy 40 cultural sites for
its South Flank iron mine extension in the
Pilbara region (and after its investigation and
conversation with the Banjima community)
decided to save 10 sites.

Craig and Monique Oobagooma live in
the northernmost homestead in Australia
near the Robinson River. They are part of
the Wanjina Wunggurr, whose lands are
now used for the extraction of uranium and
other metals and minerals.

The uranium mines in the north are
owned and operated by Paladin Energy,
another Perth-based mining company that
also owns mines in Malawi and Namibia.
There is also a large military base in nearby
Yampi.

Craig told me that when he walks his
land, he can dig beneath the soil and find
pink diamonds. But, he says, he puts them
back. “They are sacred stones,” he says. Some
parts of the land can be used for the better-
ment of his family, but not all of it. Not the
sacred stones. And not the ancestral sites,
of which there are only a few that remain.

OF MILITARIES

In 2023, the governments of Australia and
the United Kingdom signed an agreement
to preserve “critical minerals” for their own
development and security. Such an agreement
is part of the New Cold War against China,

to ensure that it does not directly own the
“critical minerals.”

Between 2022 and 2023, Chinese invest-
ment in mining decreased from AU$1809
million to AU$34 million. Meanwhile,
Australian investment in building military
infrastructure for the United States has
increased dramatically, with the Australian
government expanding the Tindal air base
in Darwin (Northern Territory) to hold US
B-1 and B-52 nuclear bombers, expanding
the submarine docking stations along the
coastline of Western Australia, and expand-
ing the Exmouth submarine and deep space
communications facility. All of this is part of
Australia’s historically high defence budget
of $56 billion.

In Sydney, near the Central Train sta-
tion, I met Euranga, who lived in a tunnel
which he had painted with the history of the
Aboriginal peoples of Eora (Sydney). He had
been part of the Stolen Generation, one in
three Aboriginal children stolen from their
families and raised in boarding schools. The
school hurt his spirit, he told me.

“This is our land, but it is also not our
land,” he said. Beneath the land is wealth,
but it is being drained away by private
mining companies and for the purposes of
military force. The old train station nearby
looks forlorn. There is no high-speed rail in
vast Australia. Such a better way to spend
its precious resources, as Euranga indicated
in his paintings: embrace the worlds of the
Aboriginal communities who have been so
harshly displaced and build infrastructure
for people rather than for wars. &

The Minister’s office has been approached

Alex McKinnon

The Australian Human Rights
Commission is not having a
good year.

From mass staff resignations to
heated Senate Estimates hearings
to allegations of employees being
punished for supporting Palestine,
the Commission’s stance (or lack
thereof) on the genocide in Gaza
has been a near-constant source
of negative publicity and internal
dysfunction.

Now, the cofounders of anti-
racism organisation Hue Consulting

are going public with their experi-
ences working with the Commis-
sion. Hue cofounders Sonia Sofat
and Elsa Tuet-Rosenberg claim
that members of the Commis-
sion’s senior leadership abruptly
curtailed a $77,665 contract with
Hue in April of this year under pres-
sure from the Executive Council of
Australian Jewry, The Australian
and the federal Attorney-General’s
Department.

Sofat says their experience
raises “serious concerns for
community members about the
Commission’s ability to fulfil its

responsibilities as a trustworthy
and independent statutory body.”

“I never imagined we would
be in this kind of situation with
the Australian Human Rights
Commission,” Sofat says. “The
misleading, the unprofessionalism,
and the general lack of good-faith
behaviour from the Commission
seriously jeopardises the trust that
communities experiencing racism
and genocide have in the Commis-
sion to investigate and protect their
human rights.”

Through Freedom of Informa-
tion laws, Sofat and Tuet-Rosenberg

have obtained nearly 200 pages of
internal Commission documents
that reveal how members of the
Commission’s senior leadership
moved quickly to reduce the Hue
contract after being contacted by
ECAJ co-CEO Peter Wertheim
and the publication of a negative
story about the contract in The
Australian.

The documents reveal that the
Attorney-General’s Department
repeatedly contacted members of
the Commission’s senior leadership
in response to The Australian’s
article, and that then-Commission

President Rosalind Croucher per-
sonally contacted Attorney-General
Mark Dreyfus with updates on the
Commission’s planned response.
The internal communications,
and emails between Hue and the
Commission released by Sofat and
Tuet-Rosenberg, also indicate that
Commission chief executive Leanne
Smith may have repeatedly given
untrue evidence about the incident
to the Senate while appearing before
parliament’s Legal and Constitu-
tional Affairs Committee in May.
everythingisfine.beehilv.com &
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Respect,
progress,
and socialism

Floyd Kermode

As Guardian editor, I normal-
ly stay in Melbourne, and trav-
el the world online, looking at
reports from correspondents
and sister publications around
the world. However, on the
Seminar for Cooperation of
Media and Political Parties, I
moved physically — to China.
The Seminar was sponsored
and organised by the Inter-
national Department of the
Communist Party of China,
and hosted media and political
representatives from Afghani-
stan, South Sudan, Zimbabwe,
Sri Lanka, Singapore, Lesotho,
Laos, Mongolia, Iran, Serbia,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kenya, the Russian Federa-
tion, and of course Australia.
There are a lot of useful con-
tacts there, and you can see
two interviews in this issue
resulting from the trip. There
will be more to come.
Chinese culture old and new
was taken in, as we visited the Com-
munist Party Museum in Beijing,
big data projects in Guizhou, and
the Imperial Palace, as well as the
Mongao Caves in the country’s
north east, where Buddhism first
entered China via the Silk Road.
There was a focus on media and

to the China Communications
University and to the offices of the
China Global Television Network,
or CGTN, as well as to a regional
newspaper in Lanzhou.

The overall narrative was one
of progress and continuity — con-
tinuity with Chinese traditions, as
realised in the drive for ‘socialism
with Chinese characteristics,” and
progress in terms of huge leaps
in infrastructure and technology,
always with the goal of serving the
people of the nation.

China has come a long way,
lifting people out of poverty at
a scale never seen elsewhere in
human history.

It still has a long way to go,
and delegates were taken to two
provinces which have been lower-
income for some time, to see efforts
made there, by local governments
and neighbouring provinces —
there’s a kind of buddy system,

to help their less prosperous neigh-
bours. In Guizhou, delegates were
taken to see FAST, the Five Hun-
dred Metre Aperture Spherical
Radio Telescope, and the National
Big Data Centre.

The trip was far from being
merely sightseeing; delegates
participated actively in meetings
about media and development,
and finished by participating in
the opening forum of the ‘China In
Sight, Global Insight’ forum, along
with hundreds of representatives
from around the world.

A theme associated with the
application of Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics is respect
for the concrete circumstances in
individual places. Certainly, par-
ticipants learned a lot about each
others’ countries as well as about
their hosts.

I returned tired, but inspired,
for both the Party and for the
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Canada reinvents
the xenophobic wheel

Bikram Singh is running out of time on his
post-study work visa in Canada.

Singh is one of about 70,000 migrants who were
sold on the Canadian dream of eventually making the
country their home but now face an uncertain future
with their work permits set to expire by December
2024. They came from places like India, China, and
the Philippines. They sold their land and belongings
in their home countries, took out loans, or made other
enormous commitments to get themselves to Canada.

“We came here for our future. They promise you
an easy permanent residency here.” However, due to
the backlog of the Canadian immigration system, it has
become more difficult to secure permanent residency
now compared to in the past, he says.

“We are demanding a fair chance. Now they are
saying, ‘We never promised [permanent residency],””
Singh says.

Canada has a system of post-study visas for students
who graduate from Canadian colleges and universi-
ties. This year, with an upcoming election in 2025,
Canada’s political parties are playing with the lives
of migrants by tightening the country’s immigration
policies, resulting in their visas no longer being eligi-
ble for renewal — as they were during the COVID-19
pandemic. The parties have also been engaging in
xenophobic campaign tactics.

Singh says, “All political parties are playing this
dirty [blame] game,” where immigrants are blamed
for unemployment, housing crisis, and inflation. As a
result, Canadian voters “don’t know their real enemy.
The ruling class of Canada diverts their anger,” says
Singh, from the “Canadian imperialist capitalist
system.”

More than 50 worker-activists with Naujawan
Support Network (NSN) and the Post-Graduation
Work Permit (PGWP) Committee have established a
24-hour outdoor encampment in Brampton, Ontario,
a suburb of Toronto. As of 19 November 2024, they
have been there rain or shine for more than 8o days.

They want their work visas extended for 2024
and 2025 — more than 200,000 work permits. They
are further demanding five-year work visas for all
international students, a fair pathway to permanent
residency, and an end to exploitation under Labor
Market Impact Assessments (LMIAs).

LMIAs are documents that Canadian businesses
must obtain to hire many categories of temporary
workers. Through these documents, they show that
no Canadian citizen or permanent resident was avail-
able for a particular job.

While this may sound harmless, Singh says that,
in practice, LMIAs are a way to generate money for
businesses under the table while tying workers even
more closely to a single employer. It’s a recipe for
exploitation and illegal, “but everyone knows that
this is going on,” says Singh.

LMIAs aren’t the only way that Canadian insti-
tutions have made money off migrants. Singh says
colleges and universities over enrolled during the
COVID-19 pandemic to make money off students
taking classes from home in sending countries.

In 2024, several protests have taken place in other
provinces of Canada, like those in Manitoba and
Prince Edward Island, besides the NSN and PGWP
Committee protest.

Canada’s upcoming election is just the latest to
be affected by xenophobia. In 2024, anti-immigrant
politics have become prevalent across the globe, from
India to Tunisia to Donald Trump’s US, in a year
replete with major elections.

As of 2020, there were about 281 million migrants
around the world comprising 3.6 per cent of the global
population, according to the United Nations. Remit-
tance flows, or money sent from migrants back to their
home countries, amounted to $831 billion in 2022,
a figure bigger than the economies of many nations.
Globetrotter @&

Friendship societies engender peace in spite of militaristic
governments

Recently in Tarndanyangga, or ‘red kangaroo place’ (Adelaide)
on Kauna Land, the South Australian government took delight
in sponsoring a huge defence conference at the Adelaide
Convention Centre, the second such militaristic event in 2024.
While the first seemed to be more about “war toys,” this one
focused on “war games.” The second conference on Maritime,
Air and Space Technologies, known as MAST 2024, received
praise from government, but many participants expressed their
utter disappointment.

Just a few days later the Australia Vietham Friendship Society
(AVFS) held its annual general meeting at Fidel's workers’ cen-
tre. Participants commented how worthwhile the reports and
associated discussions were. At this gathering a key report was
from the Hanoi Medical University entitled Australia — Vietnam
Family Doctor Exchange Program, expressing gratitude for the
insights gained and the warmth of the hospitality shown to the
Vietnamese guests visiting hospitals and other medical services
in South Australia.

In fact, the possibility of further similar exchanges for over 1000
Vietnamese farmers was also amazingly mooted.

While AVFS offers visitors medical technologies and agricultural
insights, the best our government chose to provide was access
to destructive military tech companies and their wares.

Students in STEM (science, technology, engineering and math-
ematics) streams at tertiary institutions are also induced to
become involved in the display of militarism.

South Australian premier, Peter Malinauskas, boasted that
Adelaide had become “the first Southern Hemisphere city to
host the event (MAST) in its 17-year history.” Deputy premier
Dr Susan Close, was even more lyrical, gushing about South
Australia’s role on the “cutting edge” of Australia’s “sovereign
defence capabilities.”

SA political leaders counting on supposed benefits from AUKUS
for a financial bonanza could well be left disappointed. It’s possi-
ble a Trump presidency could scuttle the AUKUS deal.

Despite the organisers’ claim of drawing “more than 1,100 del-
egates from around the world,” MAST 2024 was derided as
something of a farce, with dozens of Japanese officials and
representatives, but hardly anyone official from the Australian
Defence Department.

A spokesperson for the organisers declined to say whether the
MAST conference would be supported in Adelaide in the future.

PEACE IN ACTION

At another AGM, the Muriel Matters Society (MMS), one request
was for members and friends to download the Muriel Matters
Society Global Peace Petition and return it to the Society
before 31 January 2025. If 10,000 signatures are collected
a Parliamentary Committee will investigate and report to the
Parliament, and the government will be required to respond.
Only South Australian citizens can sign in this case, but pro-
cedures are available around the nation to petition every other
Australian parliament.

In an outstanding demonstration of peace in action, state
branches of ACFS (Australia Cuba Friendship Society) across
Australia joined together in an online meeting with Cuban
Ambassador, Tanieris Dieguez La O, to plan a shipment of
urgently needed medical supplies to Cuba. Recently the ACFS
To Cuba With Love fundraiser raised $26,000 to assist with an
urban gardens project in Cuba. All branches agreed to redirect
the funds to Cuba’s more urgent medical needs. Further com-
mitments of funds have enabled $35,000 or more to be pledged.

Of course, the inhumane US economic blockade of Cuba makes
donating difficult but not impossible.

In recognising 40 years of Australian experience in supporting
the Cuban Revolution, the Cuban Ambassador expressed her
deep gratitude for the tremendous solidarity shown by all the
ACFS Branches.

Peace and friendship is the only way for the future.




8 2 December 2024

Guardian

Natural disasters, el bloqueo,
and Trump 2

Perspectives from a young Cuban communist (Part One)

Interviewer, Jim Shaw

From my earliest days as
a communist, I have been
intrigued by Cuba, a bastion
of working-class power and a
beacon of hope for proletar-
ians worldwide. The Cuban
Revolution disrupted centu-
ries-old patterns of colonial
exploitation, tore imperial-
ism out by the roots, handed
the sovereignty to the Cuban
people, and sent shockwaves
through Latin America and
the Western world. Despite
el bloqueo, the suffocating,
illegal, and unilateral regime
of sanctions imposed by the
United States for more than
60 years, material conditions
in Cuba reflect the power of
socialist governance to pro-
vide for the needs of the peo-
ple, even in times of scarcity.

Last December, I travelled to
Cuba on the 39th annual Southern
Cross Brigade. I saw firsthand how
the Cuban people have not only sur-
vived, but thrived, and upheld their
sovereignty from the Revolution to
today. My fellow brigadistas and
I spent a month travelling across
the country. Everywhere we went,
we saw the same sharp political
consciousness, and a deeply par-
ticipatory society, in which every
citizen has the right to be involved
in processes of governance, and
every voice is heard. The Cuban
people are kind, cheerful, fiercely
independent, and driven in all
aspects of life by the same grit that
has kept them firmly in control of
their own affairs.

The guide leading us on our
journey was a young man my age
named Ivan, who at the time was
working with ICAP (the Cuban
Institute of Friendship with the
Peoples), a government body
established by Fidel Castro shortly
following the Cuban Revolution,
with the goal of building solidar-
ity between the Cuban people and
humanity worldwide. To get an idea
of what the situation is like today, I
reached out to Ivan. The following
is our conversation.

Hi Ivan, it’s been great to
be back in touch. Could you
start by telling us a bit about
who you are and what you do?

My name is Ivan Ernesto Bar-
reto Lopez, I'm member of the
Cuban Young Communist Union.
I have a degree in Foreign Affairs,
and currently I'm working at the
Cuban Institute of Friendship with
the Peoples, an organisation that
promotes fraternity with other
peoples and solidarity among the
just causes around the world. I
have previously worked in the Asia-
Pacific division, and currently I'm

working with foreign students that
are being trained in Cuba (mainly
as health professionals) and also
as a peace activist.

Iunderstand that Cuba has
been dealing with a lot lately.
Could you please talk a bit
about the impact of extreme
weather events this year?
What has been the response
of the CPC (Communist Party
of Cuba) to the issues these
events have caused?

Cuba, due to its geographical
position, is impacted by hurricanes
and earthquakes (this last one,
mostly in the eastern part of the
country). Historically, these phe-
nomena have caused considerable
damage, including to human lives.
Nevertheless, before the revolu-
tionary process there was not any
protocol or system of measures
to apply in case of this kind of
situation. There was not even any
mechanism of early alert to warn
rural and isolated areas about
the incoming danger. It was after
Hurricane Flora in 1963 when the
revolutionary government started
several pilot programs in order to
build up what we now know as Civil
Defense system, adopted nationally
in 1966. Since then, the number
of deaths and economic resources
affected has dropped significantly
(typically, the few deaths that have
occurred have been preventable,
in that they have not been due to
the meteorological phenomenon
itself, but rather failure to follow
Civil Defense directives). This rep-
resents a huge change, taking into
account that prior to that time in
Cuba, hundreds of Cubans would
die due to hurricanes and intense
storms.

With the impact of climate
change, these phenomena also
increase their intensity and
strength, and the damage they
cause. This year we knew the hur-
ricane season would be active. The
chance of being hit by them was
high. So, we knew that at least two
to three hurricanes could hit us. The
Cuban protocol to face these kinds
of situations is very comprehensive,
and the role of the CPC is crucial,
because by law, when we are under
extraordinary situations (like war,
natural disasters, or emergency
situations — like COVID-19) the
leadership of the country and local
territories pass to what we call the
‘Defense Council.” The protocol
establishes measures according to
the phases or stages we face when
dealing with a hurricane, of which
there are four: informative, alert,
alarm and recovery.

We take preventative measures,
measures when the impact is in a
matter of hours, measures when the
hurricane is impacting, and meas-
ures in the aftermath. These include
evacuation (not only of people, but

Ivan’s visit to Perth in 2023.

also cattle and other economic
resources), early harvests, early
distribution of resources through
ration cards, and fuel in cases of
hospitals, clinics, and other critical
infrastructure to deal with condi-
tions if electric network is affected,
labour to safeguard workplaces
and homes, tree pruning, and the
release of dam and water reservoirs
in case they are in full capacity to
avoid floods, among many other
measures in order to minimize
the impacts.

In the case of the last two hur-
ricanes that hit Cuba, Oscar (Cat-
egory 1) and Rafael (Category 3),
these protocols went into effect. In
the case of Oscar, the impact hap-
pened while we were already suf-
fering from a total collapse of our
power system, which affected the
application of the protocol, includ-
ing preparation and even recovery,
because the country had already
been dealing with a total blackout
for two days. The aftermath of that
hurricane was intense floods and
impacts on main roads and bridges,
mainly in Guantanamo, where some
communities spent a week almost
totally isolated. Sadly, eight people
were killed due to the floods.

In the case of Rafael, however,
we were able to prepare properly,
and despite the path of the hur-
ricane also affecting the national
power system, the result was very
different. No one died due to this
phenomenon despite it being more
intense, but while we were still
recovering from both hurricanes,
we were also affected by a strong
earthquake in the eastern part of
the country that also caused serious
damage to certain pieces of infra-
structure. In total, the aftermath of
these events left over 35,000 homes
and institutions (schools, clinics,
enterprises etc.) with structural

damage, including partial and total
collapse. Furthermore, over 200km
of wires of the electric system
were affected, eight high-voltage
transmission towers came down,
eight people were killed with a few
others injured (mostly during the
earthquake. Economic damage has
totalled over AU$451 million.

In Australia, we know that the
blockade that the United States has
forced upon the Cuban people is
brutal and illegal, but we might not
know all the details. Firstly, could
you tell us about how the blockade
has changed over the last few US
administrations?

It is important to understand
that the blockade is not a single
measure, or something that has
been immutable during the over
60 years that it has been imposed
against our country. The blockade
is a system of unilateral sanctions
that transversally affects Cubans,
and even has an extraterritorial
impact. Some of these sanctions
have even been codified into laws,
so the US Congress can change
them, whereas for some others
this could only happen with the
will of the executive branch. These
sanctions range from very specific
measures (like punishing certain
political personalities by barring
their entrance to the US), to other
more general measures that actu-
ally affect our entire people.

In the most recent decade we
have experienced very different
scenarios. On one hand we had
the ‘icebreaking’ approach of the
end of the second term of Barack
Obama (this is important to take
into account — the Administration
would not dare to change its hard
line against Cuba during his first
term due to domestic political fac-
tors, specifically the influence of
the anti-Cuban lobby on the House

of Representatives and Congress,
as well as Florida’s importance as
a swing state — it has become a
Republican Party bastion in the
last four years).

During that time, Obama start-
ed a different approach, without
changing his main goals. Despite
his not removing anything related
to the core of the blockade, only
expressing the political will to “try
something different,” his approach
did generate a huge impact in the
way the world related with our
country. People used to say that
we were opening to the world, but
that’s not accurate. We have always
been ready and willing to extend our
commerce and cooperation to the
world without restrictions — the US
has been the one preventing this.
Even in this scenario, however,
foreign companies and banks were
still being sanctioned for their eco-
nomic relations with us, and US and
Cuban enterprises were not able to
conduct commerce and cooperate
freely. Cuba still couldn’t export
anything to the US.

One of the most positive ges-
tures during that stage was the
removal of Cuba from the unilateral
US State Sponsors of Terrorism list
— its placement on this list in the
first place was nonsense, consider-
ing that Cuba has been a victim of
terrorism with the compliance or
direct participation of US authori-
ties and intelligence agencies, and
was originally placed on this list in
the 1980s for supporting national
liberation movements, including
against apartheid in South Africa.
Our removal from this list eased the
financial restrictions under which
we operate worldwide.

Next week: Trump #2, and
Solidarity &

““"We have always been willing to extend
our cooperation to the world - the US has
been preventing this.”
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Sri Lanka JVP Victory
A JVP perspective

The National People Power
coalition, the NPP, lead by

the Marxist Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) have had a
good year. In September, their
candidate for President, leader
Anura Kumara Dissanayake
won the election after a runoff
vote, and in November, the
party won a two-thirds majority
(see Guardian #2126, 25
November). The Guardian
caught up with the JVP’s Gihan
Buddhika Weerasundara, media
director for the presidential
secretariat to discuss the result.

Guardian: Were you surprised
by the win?

Gihan: Yes, I'm surprised.
Pleasantly, of course. In my country
we had 75 years control by another
party. They always did corruption
and bad things. My country has
long been polluted by bad politics.
It’s been difficult for a long time,
but it’s great to see our hard work
paying off!

Guardian: Why do you think
you won so decisively?

Gihan: People really need
some change. People need some
turning point. they need a good
life, sustainability, development.
They need to make a good country
for their children.

Guardian: Do you think the
win was down to the situation, or
the hard work of the JVP in the
NPP?

Gihan: Here’s some back-
ground. For a long time, we tried
to get some power. We tried some
alliances, but they didn’t go right.

After those experiences we
thought we’d fight alone. We fought
the last two elections alone. We got
only 3 per cent.

The difference this time is
that we were in an alliance with
like-minded groups, not different
popular political parties with their
own agendas.

Guardian: Will this election
make the JVP more powerful in
the NPP?

Gihan: No. We have the same
political ideas as the community
organisations in the NPP — like
socialism, and communist ideals.

Guardian: How is the NPP
going?

Gihan: It’s working well. We
have so many young people work-
ing with us, well educated people.
Alot of people don’t want political
power or anything, they want the
country to be in a better place.

Guardian: Besides your
resounding win, what else was
unusual about this election?

Gihan: Before, politicians
divided people by religion, by caste,
by money and/or class. ...

Other parties got the votes of
minorities, like Muslims or Tamils.
They got the minority votes but they
kept dividing people. In that case
Muslims and Tamil people changed
their vote to us.

There are Tamils and Muslims
amongst our MPs.

A cost of living protest organised by the JVP in 2011. Photo: Vikalpa, Groundviews, Maatram,
Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA) — flickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)

The north part of the country
has so much suffering. Thirty years
ago they voted for the majority
party, the party that won power.

This time we won the north
part of the country. That’s the most
unusual part of this election.

Guardian: Now that you've
won the presidency and this big
majority in parliament, what are
the NPPs priorities?

Gihan: Our priority is in the
name of the coalition — National
Peoples Power! We will try to make
Sri Lanka a better place, and treat
all people equally. Ending politi-
cal and other corruption is a top
priority. We never want to use our
political power to do bad things.

We will try to get government
officials to understand this. For
decades, government officials have

been used to cooperating with
political parties in corruption. So
now corruption seems normal.
It’s good to have rules and
enforcement mechanisms, but we
need a change of mindset, so we’re
going to educate the officials.
Interviewer: Floyd Kermode &

What’s happening with the ZANU-PF?

The Zimbabwe African National Union
— Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) has been
the governing party of Zimbabwe since
it won independence in 1980, and
changed the country’s name from the
colonial title ‘Rhodesia’ to Zimbabwe.

ZANU-PF came to power after a
protracted fight for liberation, sometimes
known as the ‘Rhodesian Bush War.’
The party’s first president told the party
congress that it stood for “democracy,
socialism, nationalism, one man/one
vote, freedom, pan-Africanism, non-
racism, and republicanism.”

The Guardian, The Workers’ Weekly
caught up with ZANU-PF information
director Farai Maripira recently to ask
what's happening for the party and the
country.

Guardian: How is the situation in
Zimbabwe at the moment?

Maripira: The situation is very stable
for the party. We have the full support of
our people. We are not where we want to be
economically, so we are, as a people, never at
a point where we have achieved all that we
need to. If we do that, we will become stag-
nant. We never want to become complacent.

Economically, the picture is good. Since
the re-election of Mnangagwa in 2023, we
have continued to grow the economy. We
have broken records for the production of
wheat, tobacco, and maize. We have seen a
progressive rise in platinum production, with
companies increasing production. Lithium
is one of our major foreign currency earners,
thanks to the rise of electric vehicles.

Guardian: Is Zimbabwe still under
sanctions? How to they affect the country?

Maripira: The sanctions gives us the

image of a pariah state, which does affect us
internationally and economically. The sanc-
tions on Zimbabwe are illegal and unilateral,
from the USA and the European Union. The
UK has lifted its sanctions, but we remain
kicked out of the Commonwealth from which
we were illegally expelled. Sanctions affect
our ease of doing business, making it much
harder to compete on the world stage — some
companies avoid investing.

Guardian: Have there been any posi-
tive effects of the sanctions?

Maripira: As with some other countries
in the same boat, sanctions have taught us
to buckle up, and that only we can be the
masters of our destiny. Before sanctions,
Zimbabwe was largely run by international
companies. When those companies closed
en masse, we fell into an economic spiral,
but from those ashes we've created a Zim-
babwe that is largely owned and run by the
indigenous people. More than 60 per cent
of our top foreign currency earners are run
by the people of Zimbabwe.

Guardian: We're doing this interview
while at a seminar in China. How have Zim-
babe’s relations with China been?

Maripira: China helped immensely
during the liberation struggle, when learn-
ing Marxist ideology from Mao tse Tung
taught us to communicate our goals with the
people. We liked and applied his saying “the
people are the water and we are the fish.”
This adage helped us through our struggle
for independence, because prior to that, our
liberation fighters just fought, but had a lot
of setbacks. Our president was one of the
first cadres to come for training in China. We
were not taught military or guerilla tactics,
but we learned about integrating with the
people, and have remained a formidable
fighting force to this day.

Guardian: It’s interesting about Marx-
ist-Leninism and the ZANU-PF. Are there
any other developments you can talk about?

Farai Maripira with Floyd Kermode interviewer, and Guardian editor.

Maripira: We have started industrial-
ising our villages, developing production in
situ instead of the old model in which the
villages just farm things which are taken
elsewhere. This speaks to the communist
ideal of empowering communities and the
people as a whole, and ensuring that the
benefits of the state reach the individual on
a personal level.

Citizens must be able to say to themselves
“I am connected to the state. I have ben-
efited.” In pursuance of this ideal, we have
embarked on a project called ‘devolution’
under President Mnangagwa. This ensures

that development reaches every community
and every household. In the past, decisions
were centralised. Now each province has
been given semi-autonomy to identify and
focus on its own growth.

In Zimbabwe, under President Mnan-
gagwa, we have been pursuing what we call
Vision 2030. This aims at Zimbabwe becom-
ing an upper-middle income economy by
2030. It’s partly inspired by the Chinese, but
is tailored to suit our ends, just as the Chinese
have tailored socialism to suit their ends.
Interviewer: Floyd Kermode &
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Democracy

On reading A Carruthers piece on
democracy (‘Democracy, more than a
sausage,” Guardian 25 November) I felt
obliged to think more deeply about this
word and the concept it misleadingly

conveys. What is ‘democracy’? What
are we expecting to have from living
in a ‘democracy’? A parliamentary
democracy is described as “a system
of government by the whole popula-
tion or all the eligible members of a
state, typically through elected rep-
resentatives.” The word itself derives
from the Greek demokratia, coined
from ‘demos’ (‘people’) and ‘kratos’
(‘rule’) in the middle of the 5th cen-
tury, BCE. In Athens where this was
practised men attended a forum where
ideas about governance and justice,
etc. were thrashed out in the open:
notably, with women absent from any
decision-making. So not very demo-
cratic really.

Today, we no longer meet in the forum
and thrash out ideas with representatives,
but sit at home on our backsides hoping they

will represent our wishes: such as everyone
having a roof over their head and enough to
put food on the table, which gets us to the
present-day where the word ‘democracy’
has become a cipher. Modern democracy —
like other modern political ideologies — has
delivered us to brute power and technological
tyranny. These modern political ideologues
look down on the masses as something to
be subdued by a greater organising power.
Democracy is no defence against dictator-
ship, it has changed into totalitarianism, no
doubt because of the greed of the populace
encouraged by imperial capitalism.
Freedom is attained from the truth of love
for our fellow man; instead, with the cult of
the individual, it’s been subverted into the
truth of choice. Which begs the question:
‘whose choice’? Twenty-first century democ-
racy has withered under siege of renewed
autocracy and gross wealth inequality. The

Guardian

elite continue to ignore the undemocratic
inequality facing the majority at their peril,
but while we keep leaving our welfare to
politicians in the pockets of the elite, we
deserve all we get.

The obscenity of the US presidential
election is proof of the vacuous wasteland
we're living in, aided and abetted by con-
tinuous wall-to-wall news coverage and
the gang warfare of social media. Simone
Weil warned half a century ago that new
ideas of freedom and democracy were
needed “for the purpose of exposing and
abolishing everything in contemporary life
which buries the soul under injustice, lies,
and ugliness.”

Eileen Whitehead

Book Review

Spinning the Secrets of the State:
Politics and Intelligence in Australia

Graham Holton

Justin McPhee’s Spinning the
Secrets of State was inspired
by the intelligence debacle
following the dubious intel-
ligence used by the Howard
government to justify the inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003. McPhee,
who teaches social and polit-
ical sciences at the Royal
Melbourne Institute of Tech-
nology, Melbourne, examines
different episodes in which
intelligence agencies, intelli-
gence officials, and the intel-
ligence they produced were
used, or misused to achieve
specific policy outcomes. He
also looks at the impact of
politicisation of intelligence
on Australia. There’s a lot to
look at; agencies are far from

by Justin T McPhee

neutral in their institutional
political views.

From the beginning, ASIO
(Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation) has supported
right-wing politics, leading to its
many intelligence failures. In 1949
Robert Menzies, in a policy speech
on the CPA (Communist Party of
Australia), stated that “If elected we
shall outlaw it.” In March 1950 the
Solicitor-General, Kenneth Bailey,
informed ASIO Director General,
Justice Geoffrey Reed, that the
government wanted the list of the
top members of the CPA. Bailey
sent a list of 53 people with details
of their activities. A 11-page report
gave details on the CPA’s influence
on the union movement. Reed
also gave a 25-page list of people
and their positions in unions. This
information was used to support

Across

US election -
Crossword Answers
Guardian 25-11-2024 #2126

5. Refugees — What a lot of American citizens will
become in the near future

7. Fascist — “Scratch a Liberal, and a bleeds.” Only
truer seeing Harris supporters’ attitude online

8. AIPAC — Zionist lobby group that funds both major US

government appointees are

and GOP are
Democratic voters away

problems by the GOP

parties
9. Jill Stein — Candidate scapegoated for the Democrats
loss
10.Themselves — Who the Democrats have to blame for
their failure
Down

1. Unqualified — What the majority of the new

2. Moribund — What the USA’'s empire shall be at the
end of Trump’s second term, one way or another

3. Leftist — Something obviously neither the Democrats

4. Genocide — What rightfully scared many of

6. Tariffs — Touted as a cure-all to all of the USA’s

the Communist Party Dissolution
Bill. Most of the officials named
were not members of the CPA. The
problem thus created was that when
such information was presented in
parliament, it “implied that ASIO
supported the government’s politi-
cal agenda,” and that it was used
“for political purposes.” The gross
error reflected badly on ASIO. In
the referendum that followed, the
Australian people didn’t allow
the Liberal Party to ban a politi-
cal party.

McPhee examines how ASIO’s
relationship with the media and
how such interaction becomes
politicised. Intelligence material
was supplied to the media to dis-
credit left-wing political groups.
The Special Branch had close links
with The Sydney Morning Herald,
The Australian, The Age, The Bul-
letin, Quadrant, the Australian
Financial Review, and many more.
Articles were released to the press
to discredit the CPA and left-wing
dissidents during the Vietnam War.
Intelligence material was clearly
used as a political weapon by the
Liberal Party.

When Prime Minister Gough
Whitlam refused to have his min-
isters vetted in a security clearance,
US Embassy official Tom Colon,
threatened that the US would cut
off intelligence with Australia. There
was clear enmity between the US
Embassy and Whitlam. McPhee
quotes David McKnight’s conclu-
sion in his Australia’s Spies and
Their Secrets (1994), that articles
critical of the Whitlam government
were part of a deliberate “ASIO
inspired media campaign.” One
ASIO document given to The Bul-
letin described the socialism of
treasurer Jim Cairns as having “a
striking resemblance to that pro-
moted by the Communist Party of
Australia.”

Whitlam considered the need to
reorganise ASIO, and appointed a
Royal Commissioner to enquire into
the Australian intelligence commu-
nity. The Hope Report was released
in 1976. Justice Hope found ASIO’s
Special Projects disseminated
material to the media which was
“improper in the extreme,” and that
it “must not be allowed to continue.”

McPhee could have expanded
on a number of points that Brian
Toohey makes in his Secret: The

SPINNING
THE SECRETS

OF STATE

POLITICS AND INTELLIGENCE
IN AUSTRALIA

JUSTIN T. McPHEE

Making of Australia’s Security
State (2019), that in the 1970s,
James Angleton, CIA counterintel-
ligence chief, had instructed CIA
station chief, John Walker, in Aus-
tralia to get Peter Barbour, head of
ASIO, to state that Whitlam had lied
to parliament, a sackable offence.
Christopher Boyce, a former
employee of a CIA subcontractor
involved with Pine Gap called the
Governor General who sacked
Whitlam “our man.” This was a
reference to the Governor General,
John Kerr, being instructed by
the CIA to sack the elected Prime
Minister, Gough Whitlam. In the
mid-1960s the CIA station chief in

Australia, Bill Caldwell, had funded
attempts to discredit opponents
of the Vietnam War. In 1995 the
deputy head of ASIO, Gerard Walsh
said that intelligence leaks had led
to murders in Australia.

McPhee concludes that when
intelligence “is not used in the
public interest, intelligence becomes
little more than the steroid-
strengthened muscle of a state.”
While the book is well researched
and argued, I would have liked to
have seen more on the Whitlam
sacking, in which the media played
a major role. There’s much more to
the story, but this book is a good
place to start. &



Guardian

2 December 2024 11

Surplus value: Amazon,
shrinkflation, and hidden taxes

Before Marx, economists recognised
the key importance of work — a dis-
tinctive feature of our species — to the
creation of everything that humans
need to survive.

What Marx added is the recognition that
under capitalism, in “selling” labour power
(their capacity to work) to any employer,
workers receive less than the value they
produce.

The difference — “surplus value” — is
taken by the owners of capital, some of
which is invested in more capital (“capital
accumulation”) enabling them to extract
more surplus value; for the capitalist, this
is a virtuous cycle, underlying the extraor-
dinary dynamism of capitalism.

Marx illustrated this with the metaphor of
a worker, employed for eight hours per day,
but only paid the value produced in perhaps
roughly half this time. The remainder was
taken in the form of rent, interest, or direct
profit by the capitalist — the owner of the
“means of production.”

The rate of surplus value (sometimes
called the rate of exploitation) expresses
the proportion of effectively unpaid work
(“s”) taken by the capitalist beyond the
“socially necessary labour time” (“v” or
“variable capital”) that is received by the
worker directly in the form of wages or
indirectly through the social wage (health
services, education, state pension, trans-
port infrastructure, etc) needed in order to
survive and reproduce the next generation
of workers (raise a family).

“Absolute” and “relative” are terms used
by Marx to refer to different ways in which
capitalists increase their profits, realised from
the surplus value (the product of effectively
unpaid labour) of their employees’ work. In
Capital he declares: “The prolongation of
the working-day beyond the point at which
the labourer would have produced just an
equivalent for the value of his labour-power,
and the appropriation of that surplus-labour
by capital, produces absolute surplus-value.

“It forms the general groundwork of the
capitalist system, and the starting point for
the production of relative surplus-value. The
latter presupposes that the working-day is
already divided into two parts, necessary
labour, and surplus-labour.

“In order to prolong the surplus-labour,
the necessary labour is shortened by meth-
ods whereby the equivalent for the wages is
produced in less time.

“The production of absolute surplus-
value turns exclusively upon the length of
the working-day; the production of relative
surplus-value revolutionises the technical
processes of labour and the composition
of society.”

Raising the level of absolute surplus
value involves increasing unpaid labour
time — the hours worked for a given wage.
This can include increasing the length of
the working day, week or year by cutting
rest breaks or holidays but also increasingly

through more subtle methods such as unpaid
overtime, sham contracting, piecework, and
casual contracts.

Increasing profits through relative sur-
plus value primarily entails enhancing labour
productivity.

It can involve a direct reduction in real
wages for a given time worked, often facili-
tated by reducing the cost of wage-goods (for
example through cheap imports), but a key
feature is an increase in the productivity and
intensity of labour, including mechanisa-
tion, automation, and the “rationalisation”
of production processes, alongside direct
and indirect pressure on employees to make
them work harder.

The distinction between the two is often
unclear. As Marx himself acknowledged:
“From one standpoint, any distinction
between absolute and relative surplus-value
appears illusory.

“Relative surplus-value is absolute, since
it compels the absolute prolongation of the
working-day beyond the labour-time neces-
sary to the existence of the labourer himself.

“Absolute surplus-value is relative, since
it makes necessary such a development of
the productiveness of labour as will allow
the necessary labour-time to be confined to
a portion of the working-day.”

Marx insisted on the importance of distin-
guishing between the two means of increasing
the extraction of surplus value, declaring:
“Accelerating accumulation through a greater
development of the productive powers of
labour and accelerating it through the greater
exploitation of the worker are two completely
different processes.”

It is important to recognise that Marx’s
use of the image of a worker being paid for
only part of the value of hours worked is an
illustration, a metaphor. In Volume III of
Capital, titled “The Process of Capitalist Pro-
duction as a Whole,” Marx emphasises that
the concept of surplus value applies to the
value produced by workers in the aggregate.

The division of labour — in the factory, in
the office, in the supermarket; between pro-
duction, distribution and exchange — makes
it difficult to identify the specific value of any
single process or activity.

Many jobs (think of cold calling, insur-
ance, banking, or advertising) do not in
themselves produce any physical “product”
with an attributable value, but they are
nevertheless central to the operation and
functioning of capital.

Moreover, today the production of that
aggregate surplus value is not limited to any
one country but is distributed globally. The
super-exploitation of workers in the global
South involves a process of dependency,
unequal exchange and the generalisation of
relative surplus value throughout the world.

Capital increasingly uses a combination of
methods — absolute and relative — to increase
its extraction of surplus value. A classic
example is Amazon, which has weaponised
surveillance and automation technologies
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in its “fulfilment centres” to squeeze the
maximum surplus value from its workers.

Employees are not permitted to sit other
than during their unpaid 30-minute statu-
tory lunch break, and the number and length
of toilet breaks they are allowed to take are
strictly monitored (absolute).

“Pickers” are transported along the stor-
age racks by robotised carriers and conveyor
belts feed goods to the “packers.” Monitoring
the output of all workers leads to individual
targets, increasing their required output per
unit time (relative).

In the public sector, analogous processes
often involve less direct methods including
the under-resourcing of health, education,
and welfare services leading to extraordinary
pressure on staff to “deliver” without the
facilities to do so.

Throughout the economy, it is clear
today how real wages have been reduced,
both directly and by a reduction in their
purchasing power.

The latter is achieved through inflation
and through other means including “shrink-
flation” (reducing the content particularly
of packaged food items) and more or less
hidden increases in taxation — most recently
in Britain in the freezing of the personal
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allowance and income tax bands (which will
see millions of the lower paid worse off).

In parallel with this, there are increasing
onslaughts on the social wage — from raising
the retirement age (currently the focus of
demonstrations in many countries though
resistance is oddly muted in Britain) to major
attacks on health services, education, social
and welfare benefits, safety, and working
conditions, food standards, and environ-
mental quality of our towns, countryside,
waterways, seas, and atmosphere.

Attacks on these elements of the social
wage — all secured through years of struggle,
many of them were virtually non-existent in
Marx’s time — represent a sometimes less
obvious increase in the extraction of absolute
surplus value. But they’re just as important
as the attacks on wages.

Battles over capitalism’s continuing
intensification of exploitation through the
extraction of surplus value are central to
the class struggle. The concepts of absolute
and relative surplus value remain valuable
analytical tools for exploring the way that
exploitation is changing, and for fighting back.
Marx Memorial Library
(marx-memorial-library.org.uk) &

CPUSA Statement on
escalation in Ukraine

Sydney Vigil

The Communist Party USA
unequivocally condemns the
Biden administration’s esca-
lating aggression in Ukraine
and the use of American mili-
tary equipment in attacks on
Russian territory. Reports of
long-range strikes on the Bry-
ansk region with US-manu-
factured missiles underscore
a rapidly increasing threat to
civilians and an escalation of
the conflict.

This wanton posturing in the
final days of the Biden presidency

has already provoked threats of
nuclear retaliation from the Rus-
sian Federation. With US imperial-
ism waging a spiraling multi-front
campaign of bloodshed along with
the recent electoral victory of the
most reactionary and chauvinistic
elements of the American ruling
class, our imperative for build-
ing an effective national peace
movement has become ever more
dire. Our struggle against impe-
rialism must continue to grow,
with urgency, and in full solidar-
ity with our fraternal comrades

and progressive allies around
the world.

The CPUSA further calls upon
progressive forces around the world
to work toward the reconstruc-
tion of a global movement against
nuclear weapons as an essential
cornerstone of the international
peace movement. Nuclear brink-
manship once again threatens all
of humanity as we know it — we
cannot afford to wait. We must
unite to stop a descent into global
catastrophe. &

STOP USA
| BLOCKADE
| ON CUBA

4:15 pm Tuesday 17 December
USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney
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Laos

goes

Guardian

from strength to strength

A Carruthers

Though headwinds are rough in the
short term, the long-term health of
the Laos people’s economy is stronger
than ever before. Laos has the second
highest home-ownership rate in the
world at 97 per cent, and their econ-
omy deserves more attention. Recent
infrastructural investment through the
Belt and Road and strong stewardship
by the Laos People’s Revolutionary
Party (LPRP) and the leadership of
General Secretary Thongloun Sisoulith
is putting fundamentals in place for a
grand new turn in the Laos economy.

NEW FUNDAMENTALS

The new fundamentals of the Laos people-
centred economy are the new productive
forces brought about by the construction
of new railways, dams, and infrastructure
projects that are putting the economy on solid
ground and accelerating the development of
core long-term drivers of economic stability.

The long-term gains of these new funda-
mentals will be nothing short of revolution-
ary. The new Laos-China railway has already
carried hundreds of thousands of passengers
between Vientiane and Kunming, the capital
of China’s Yunnan Province. The dreams and
aspirations of the Lao people are coming
true — two socialist countries are sharing
their development and advancing together.

Tourism is on the up. Lao Deputy Minis-
ter of Tourism Darany Phommavongsa has
noted that the Lao government is constructing
new infrastructure projects “while focussing
on the preservation and protection of cul-
tural heritage sites and traditional activities”
along the railway line. Lao’s chairmanship of
ASEAN in 2024 is the capstone of new levels
of engagement with regional development.
Drug and corruption crackdowns are in full
swing; Laos media is saturated with reports
of these offensives.

DEBT FORGIVENESS

The Laos-China relationship is under-
going unusual levels of scrutiny in Western
media. Commentators masquerading as
experts have been hyping the ‘debt-trap
diplomacy’ myth about the Laos and China
partnership. Any serious analyst who actually
understands how the CPC and the Chinese
system operates will note that China will

Part I: New fundamentals
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The China-Laos fast train. Photo: Xinhua.

fwo socialist countries

sharing their development and
advancing together

not force Laos to cripple itself over debt.
China would not allow this to happen to its
socialist neighbour. The success of Laos,
and specifically the net gain of these new
productive forces, is in China’s interests. It’s
also a deep and abiding part of its ‘Shared
Future for Humankind’ international rela-
tions philosophy. Of course these so-called
experts aren’t studying it.

Western analysts, many of whom are
‘useful idiots’ for their foreign-affairs masters
in government, also have an irrational fear of
debt when it comes to long-term infrastruc-
ture spending. This is precisely the cause of
the chaos and misery in their own countries,
which spend nothing on people. An absurd
ABC report this year suggests that Laos join
the IMF austerity club to deal with a so-called

“debt and inflation crisis.” The LPRP and the
Laos government will not listen to this kind
of nonsense. The ABC report misses the big
picture — it admits that “revenue from the
infrastructure is yet to flow through and
the debt repayments are mounting up,” but
completely neglects the underlying truth: the
revenue will flow through, and that it will
flow through is inevitable.

This is exactly what we mean by “new
fundamentals.” Without those fundamen-
tals, there are no future returns to speak of.

The net benefit of high-speed rail is so
extremely high — environmentally, for con-
nectivity, for economy, and for society and
culture — that it will not only pay back, but
pay back more than was put in for it. It’s high
time countries like Australia got something

similar. The problem is Australian govern-
ments no longer plan for people, for long-
term prosperity. The fact of the matter is that
Laos, originally a Third World country, now
has high-speed rail, and Australia doesn’t.

Western economic analysts in main-
stream media, and their masters in govern-
ment, are hell-bent on throwing shade on
Third World/Second World development.
They aren’t thinking about long-term eco-
nomic development, and their World Bank
and IMF masters are there to tell them not
to. They’re not looking at it from a macro-
perspective, but from the narrow-minded
perspective of capitalist austerity.

Laos is now equipped with new funda-
mentals. From this, long-term prosperity
seems increasingly likely. &

The arrest warrants against Israeli criminals
restore some credibility to the international
system and its judicial frameworks

Excerpt from a statement by
the Department of Foreign
Affairs, Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine

The First Pre-Trial Chamber of
the International Criminal Court
(ICC) issued two arrest warrants on
21 November 2024, against Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu and his Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant. They are charged with com-
mitting crimes against humanity,
including murder, persecution, and
other inhumane acts, as well as war
crimes, such as using starvation as
a method of warfare. These deci-
sions were made unanimously by
the court’s 18 judges. Additionally,
the court issued two unanimous rul-
ings rejecting requests submitted by

Israel on 26 September 2024. The
first challenged the ICC’s jurisdic-
tion over the situation in the State
of Palestine and its applicability to
Israeli citizens, while the second
sought to suspend proceedings
concerning arrest warrant requests.

In January 2024, Mexico and
Chile referred the situation in
Palestine to the ICC Prosecutor,
requesting an investigation into
potential crimes under its juris-
diction. This was followed by sub-
missions from several countries
and human rights organisations
accusing Israel of committing war
crimes, crimes against humanity,
and acts of genocide. In mid-May
of the same year, the ICC Prosecu-
tor requested the First Pre-Trial
Chamber to issue arrest warrants

related to the situation in the State
of Palestine. This development
triggered significant pressure from
some Western countries on the
ICC judges to influence judicial
processes and prevent the issuance
of arrest warrants against Israeli
officials. Israel, meanwhile, was
reassured by Western promises that
no such warrants would be issued.

However, given Israel’s failure
to investigate war crimes committed
by its forces in Gaza and the West
Bank, and as the crime of genocide
in Gaza became a global public issue
due to widespread demonstrations
across world cities demanding an
end to the killing of the Palestinian
people, the ICC judges — bound by
their legal oaths — had no option
but to issue arrest warrants. This

decision was based on available
evidence, documents, and data,
particularly as the ICC Prosecutor
had previously attempted to visit
Israeli settlements near Gaza but
was barred from entering the area,
in what appeared to be an Israeli
effort to obstruct the ICC’s work.
Although the ICC has issued
arrest warrants in the past, the
arrest warrants for Netanyahu and
Gallant have garnered significant
attention worldwide due to the
growing international importance
of the Palestinian cause and the
extensive protection provided to
Israel and its leaders by Western
nations. These leaders have long
avoided accountability before
international justice despite com-
mitting numerous crimes against

the Palestinian people in particular
and the Arab peoples in general.
This marks the first time in the
history of international justice and
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict that
arrest warrants have been issued
against Israeli officials — a historic
precedent that all countries, includ-
ing those not signatories to the
Rome Statute, should respect and
implement. The warrants represent
not only a victory for Palestine and
the families of the martyrs who fell
in the ongoing genocide perpetrated
by the Israeli army in Gaza and
the West Bank but also a victory
for justice, international law, and
humanity’s values. &
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Xi Jinping opens
new port in Peru -

et 2% W

US worri

Aerial view of Chancay Port in Peru. Photo: COSCO Shipping — China

Graham Holton

China’s president Xi Jinping, recently attend-
ed the inauguration of the US$3.5 billion port
of Chancay, 75 km north of Lima, with Peru-
vian president Dina Boluarte. The project is
60 per cent owned by the China Ocean Ship-
ping Group (Cosco) and 40 per cent owned by
Peruvian miner Volcan, a subsidiary of Glen-
core. The port will be a key hub connecting
South America with Asian ports. President Xi
said Chancay is “a landmark project of the belt
and road cooperation. We are witnessing ...
the birth of a new land-sea channel between
Asia and Latin America.” The inauguration
demonstrated that Peru will not bend to US
pressure to cancel the project and stop Chi-
nese investment in Peru.

Last year the US$36 billion bilateral trade between
China and Peru, made Peru China’s fourth-largest
Latin American trading partner. Chancay will handle
the world’s biggest container ships, with over 1 mil-
lion shipping containers a year. China will import
Peruvian copper and export electronics, electric vehi-
cles, lithium-ion batteries and solar panels through

Chancay. The port will also serve Chile, Colombia,
and Ecuador.

China’s success has the US government worried. It
has already applied pressure on the region to keep out
Chinese investment. Chinese companies attempted to
begin operations in Ushuaia in southern Argentina until
thwarted by General Laura Richardson, Commander
of the US Southern Command, who visited the city in
April. To further counter China’s projects, the US has
offered South American countries US alternatives.

Across the Pacific, China’s investment could help
local countries indirectly by encouraging US compe-
tition. Since 2001 the US Agency for International
Development (USAID) has invested over US$1.8
billion to promote economic, social, and political
development in the region. In May 2023, the US
International Development Finance Corporation
(USIDFC) provided a US$150 million loan to Ecuador
to expand and modernise a port. The Inter-American
Development Bank will co-finance US$3 billion high-
quality critical infrastructure projects throughout
Latin America. The USIDFC, USAID, and Taiwan’s
development agency plan to jointly fund projects and
the “BID for the Americas” initiative encourages US
corporations to increase investment. &

Aotearoa:
tens of thousands protest

proposed new treaty law

Tens of thousands crowded
the streets of the Aotearoa/
New Zealand capital Welling-
ton to protest a proposed law
seeking to reshape the coun-
try’s founding treaty between
the Indigenous Maori people
and the British crown.

For many of the estimated
42,000 protesters, it was also a
celebration of a resurgent Maori
language and identity that coloni-
sation had once almost destroyed.

“Just fighting for the rights that
our tupuna, our ancestors, fought
for,” Shanell Bob said as she waited
for the march to begin.

“We're fighting for our tamariki,
for our mokopuna, so they can have
what we haven’t been able to have,”
she added, using the Maori words
for children and grandchildren.

What was probably the coun-
try’s largest-ever protest in support
of Maori rights followed a long
tradition of peaceful cross-country
marches that have marked turning
points in the nation’s history.

“We're going for a walk!” one
organiser proclaimed from the stage
as crowds gathered at the opposite
end of the city from the parliament
building. People had travelled from
across New Zealand over the previ-
ous nine days.

The Bill that marchers are
opposing is unpopular and unlikely
to become law. Opposition to it has
been widespread, which marchers
said indicated rising knowledge
among New Zealanders of the
Treaty of Waitangi’s promises to
the Maori people.

As the marchers moved through

the streets of Wellington with ring-
ing Maori haka (rhythmic chants)
and waiata (songs), thousands more
holding signs lined the pavements
in support.

Some placards bore jokes or
insults directed at the MPs respon-
sible for the legislation, which
would change the meaning of the
principles of the 1840 treaty and
prevent them from applying only
to the Maoris, whose chiefs signed
the document when New Zealand
was colonised.

The Bill’s author, libertarian
politician David Seymour, who is
Maori, says the process of redress
for decades of crown breaches of
the treaty has led to special treat-
ment for indigenous people, which
he opposes.
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@ Global Briefs
ITALY: Far-right Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni suf-

fered election setbacks in two regions as the opposition
Democratic Party won a tight contest in the central Umbria
region and tightened its control of the traditional left strong-
hold of Emilia-Romagna in the north. Stefania Proietti won
with 51 per cent of the vote in Umbria compared with 46
per cent for the right-wing coalition’s candidate. In Emilia-
Romagna, Democratic Party candidate Michele de Pascale
received 57 per cent.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Authorities in the Dominican
Republic have arrested a colonel and nine officers accused
of stealing weapons and ammunition from the police depart-
ment’s armoury and illegally selling them into neighbouring
Haiti. It’s not yet known how many weapons and what types
of weapons were sold or when exactly the group started
its operation. The head of the Specialised Prosecutor’s
Office that targets administrative corruption called the case
“extremely serious” and said it placed the country’s national
security at risk. The investigation continues.

SENEGAL: The Patriots of Senegal party (Pastef) secured
a resounding victory in legislative elections, winning 130
of 165 seats, according to provisional results announced
last week. The win provides newly elected President
Faye with a mandate to carry out reforms promised dur-
ing his campaign. Faye, who was elected in March on an
anti-establishment platform, said the lack of a majority
had prevented him from delivering on his pledge, which
included fighting corruption, revamping the fishing indus-
try, and renegotiating contracts with multinationals so that
the population benefits more from the extraction of natu-
ral resources. The main opposition coalition, led by former
president Macky Sall, won 16 seats. Before the legisla-
tive election, Pastef held only 56 seats in the National
Assembly, while Sall’s coalition had a slim majority with 83
seats.

USA: The administration of US President Joe Biden rec-
ognised Venezuelan opposition candidate Edmundo
Gonzalez as the “president-elect” of the country, months
after President Nicolas Maduro was declared the winner of
the July election. Gonzalez moved to Spain after the elec-
tion. Venezuelan Foreign Minister Yvan Gil said that Blinken
should use the last days of his government to “dedicate
himself to reflect on his failures, get rid of the imperial and
colonial complexes of how the Bolivarian Revolution made
him bite the dust of defeat, just like his predecessors.”

URUGUAY: A second round of voting to elect the next pres-
ident took place in Uruguay. The right-wing governing party
and the left coalition failed to win an outright majority last
month. The second round came down to a race between
Alvaro Delgado, the incumbent National Party candidate,
and Yamandu Orsi from the Broad Front, a coalition of left-
wing and centre-left parties. Both candidates promised to
strengthen Uruguay’s economy, Orsi campaigning with
the slogan “We know how to achieve” and emphasising
measures to raise wages for low-income workers. Delgado
focused on strengthening the country’s bureaucracy and
forging trade deals with partners like China.

RUSSIA: An ostrich farm in a village in the Komi republic
in the northeast of European Russia has become briefly
famous because of a runaway Australian emu called Vasya.
Vasya escaped from its enclosure and dashed into the
woods. It's winter time in Russia, not really emu weather,
and a team of volunteers was very keen to get the bird back
as soon as possible. Vasya the emu managed to elude cap-
ture for five days before being caught and returned safely to
the farm.
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remembering the Russian
Revolution and revolutions since
with Vijay Prashad

Richard Titelius

On 5 November on the eve of Presi-
dential elections in the US empire,
visiting Indian Marxist intellectual
Vijay Prashad gave a talk at Perth’s
43 Below on what it takes to foment
a revolution and then keep it going.

Vijay chose to start with Africa which has
had a number of revolutions in the 20th Cen-
tury, the reverberations which are still being
felt. He focussed in Niger and Burkina Faso.
Niger is an important nation in Africa as it
contains the world’s fifth largest recoverable
reserves of yellowcake, the basic ingredient
for uranium, but the French neglected all
but the uranium-producing areas, leading
to a military coup, supported by people who
want a more equitable distribution of wealth.

In Burkina Faso, Thomas Sankara’s left-
leaning government implemented agrarian
reform and Committees for defence of the
revolution, or CDRs, inspired by the Cuban
revolution. Sankara refused foreign aid which
was usually tied to demands for restructur-
ing to benefit imperialist economic interests.
Sankara was assassinated in 1987, and a
regime came to power which was more sym-
pathetic to bourgeois ideals and the French
who supported the right wing coup.

Marx, Prashad said, knew that as capi-
talism expands it comes into a struggle with
the will of the people who wish to be free,
a class struggle as social relations develop
sufficiently to challenge the exploitative and
controlling tendencies of capitalism. Prashad
noted there has been no social revolution yet
in many of the more economically developed
nations such as the United States of America
— “No real revolution in France after the
Paris Commune.”

Prashad also mentioned the inspiration
taken from the Soviet Union by Nehru, the
‘father of India,” and Ho Chi Minh, who read
about the Russian revolution when he was in

Vijay Prashad addressing the crowd.

France. Ho Chi Minh said, “If they can do it
in Russia then we can do it in Indo-China.”
Prashad noted that revolution is a proc-
ess, not an event. He quoted Lenin who also
said that history does not move in a straight
line, sometimes it is two steps forward and
one step back. Prashad said the history of
revolution moves in zigs and zags.

To build socialism two things are
required, “To build the productive forces and
attempt to build a revolutionary society.” It
was also important in a revolutionary society
to, “socialise the relations of production.”
Prashad noted that a revolution faces many
internal challenges but, that “every revolu-
tion is also attacked from without.” It was
therefore important for a revolution to do
three things: 1. Seize the means of produc-
tion, 2. Socialise the means of production,
and 3. Fend off attacks by imperialists.

Prashad described the Venezuelan revolu-
tion as unfinished, observing that “you can’t
grow socialism just by selling oil.”

Prashad noted that it was often difficult
to build productive forces in a developing
country. It was also necessary said Prashad to
have healthy workers through health care and
nutrition which was often why the productiv-
ity of Indian workers is low and many of their
Chinese counterparts are more productive
as they are better fed, better educated, and
have better health care. Productive forces
also cannot be built by harming society and
the environment.

Mistakes have been made in revolutions.
Mao and Castro were both aware of this
and knew it was important to learn from
mistakes and go forward. We are seeing this
said Prashad through “the collapse of social
democracy ... we are seeing social democracy

merging with the right wing.” This added
Prashad, “Sets into play a lot of absurdities
one of which is that the far left has to take
the place of social democratic politics.”

We see this, said Prashad, in how neo-
liberalism has taken over the ALP, increas-
ingly causing it to abandon the welfare state
system. The persistence of neo liberalist
thinking, “depleted the political imagination.”

Prashad said that the current ALP Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese has nothing of
substance to say. “If there was a nuclear
explosion near him, there would be nothing
left of his imprint on a wall except his suit!”

A lively Q&A followed the presentation
and showed the interest in revolutionary and
socialist politics was more productive than
talk about which side was going to win in
the US Presidential elections! &

Vijay Prashad

Cricket has a reputation for
being a game of elites, a lei-
surely game that spreads over
many days. In the subconti-
nent, however, it’s a game of
narrow lanes and overcrowd-
ed fields, a game of a few hours
rather than several days. It
is not the match that counts
but each ball, the need to get
the ball right for the bowler
and the need to select the cor-
rect stroke for the batsmen.
Skill and joy are the anchor
of the game, not scorekeep-
ing. Boys such as Rauf and
Hasnain are gully cricketers,
working-class youth who play
for fun or for money, but play
above all to become legends
on their streets. Their cricket
is a working-class sport, the
ball bouncing too high for the
batsmen, the batsmen play-
ing unorthodox shots to deal
with the uneven bounce. These
are boys who are made for
the urgency of the T20 or the

Leg Glance no. 1.
How Pakistan won the One Day Series

ODI game, playing for this for-
mat long before they became
institutionalised.

Everything was going well at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG) for Pakistan, with 63 runs
on the board for two wickets and
with Babar Azam (on 37) seeming
to have found his form in this first
One Day International (ODI). Then
Adam Zampa came in and bowled a
ball that looked straightforward but
kept far too low for Babar to defend
it. He was out, leaving a forlorn
Mohammed Rizwan — Pakistan’s
captain — at the non-striker’s end.
Mitchell Starc, with his formidable
bounce, had taken the openers
and the Pakistani batting line-up
seemed ready to crumble.

It was the bowlers — in particu-
lar Naseem Shah with four 6s to get
to 40 — that assembled a decent
total of 203. If Starc and Pat Cum-
mins found the pitch helpful, the
same quickly became apparent for
Shaheen Shah Afridi and Naseem
Shah. But then, Steve Smith, with
his unorthodox style, was joined
by Josh Inglis, and they seemed

to take the game away from Paki-
stan. Australia is always hard to
beat at home because the pitches
are so well tuned for their quicks.
But just when it seemed as if Aus-
tralia was going to sail to victory,
Haris Rauf took out Smith, Marnus
Labuschagne, and Glenn Maxwell.

Rauf comes from Rawalpindi,
the military capital of Pakistan. His
working-class parents (his father is
a welder) raised him with all the
good traditions of the Pashtun Swati
community. Interested in soccer as
a young man, Rauf began to play
tape-ball cricket, played with a
tennis ball covered with electrical
tape, to supplement his family’s
modest income. In 2016, the Lahore
Qalandars, which plays in the Paki-
stan Super League, began the Player
Development Programme to scout
for young players. Rauf, and two
friends, travelled to Lahore in 2017,
arriving late, for the trials. They
joined thousands of young boys
who came to test themselves. The
selectors marvelled at Rauf’s natural
speed, which came despite the lack
of training and the lack of muscle

on his working-class body. Rauf
was already 24, almost mid-career
in the world of fast bowlers (Starc,
for instance, was in the Australian
national team at the age of twenty).
Rauf is fast, but what characterises
him is his consistency in line and
length. He frustrates the best bats-
men, forcing them to make errors
against his straight ball. This is
what rattled the Australians in the
three-match series this year.
Australia won the first ODI
thanks to stubborn batting from
captain Cummins and his fellow
seamer Starc. But this was a close
game, even if it did not seem so
on the scoreboard. At the second
ODI in Adelaide Oval, the Pakistani
seamers harassed the Australian
batsmen from the first ball onwards,
with Afridi dispatching the openers
by the start of the seventh over. And
then came Rauf, who took the next
5 wickets with super-fast deliver-
ies, 4 of them resulting from nicks
to Mohammed Rizwan behind the
stumps. By the end of Australia’s
innings, Rauf had figures of 8 for 96
in the first two matches. Pakistan’s

betting in this second match ended
when Babar heaved Zampa for six,
a fitting reply to how Zampa got
Babar in the first match.

Glenn Maxwell, one of the most
dangerous batsmen in the Austral-
ian side, was undone by Haris Rauf
in all three innings (his scores: 0,
16, and 0). Rauf’s burst of speed
came alongside very accurate
fast bowling with a host of short
balls from Afridi and Mohammed
Hasnain. Hasnain, like Rauf, comes
from a modest family, his father an
owner of a small cattle feed shop
in Hirabad. One of Hasnain’s fast
and short deliveries sent Cooper
Connolly back to the pavilion hurt.
The accuracy of these Pakistani
working-class quickies ensured
that no Australian batsman made
a 50 in the series. Pakistan won the
series 2-1, the first such ODI series
win since 2017.

Vijay Prashad is the director of
Tricontinental: Institute for Social
Research and chief correspondent
for Globetrotter. &
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France: massive protest
against femicides,
sexual violence

Thousands of protesters have taken to the
streets of Paris and other French cities against
femicide and sexual violence.

In Paris, large crowds of women and men marched
waving purple placards that denounced gender-based
violence and defended women’s reproductive rights.

The march expressed solidarity for Gisele Pelicot.
The harrowing trial of her ex-husband and dozens of
other men being prosecuted for rapes while she was
drugged and unconscious has stoked anger about

sexual violence in France.

“Unfortunately, anybody can be a perpetrator of
violence. It can be our brothers. It can be our fathers.
It can be our colleagues. It can be our bosses. I think
that’s the big shock for people,” said Maelle Noir,

of us).

representing the feminist collective NousToutes (All

“There is no typical profile of who the rapist could

be and there is also no typical profile of who the victim
could be,” she said.

Protest organisers demanded increased govern-
ment spending to fight sexual and sexist violence and
promote gender equality.

Fabien Roussel, national secretary of the French
Communist Party, posted on social media that the trial

“cruelly illustrates what rape culture is, it is essential

he added. @&

to mobilise to demand a framework law against sexual
and sexist violence.
“Our Republic will be social, secular and feminist!”

Greece: cost of living protests

A huge crowd of workers
marched through Athens on
20 November during a 24-hour
general strike called by Greek
unions in protest against the
rising cost of living.

In an action timed to coincide
with the government submitting
the 2025 budget to parliament,
workers in both the public and
private sectors joined the strike,
which disrupted public transport
and halted ferry services between
the Greek islands and the mainland.

Medical staff at state-run hospi-
tals and teachers were among those
who joined the action, which also
pressed a demand for the reinstate-
ment of collective wage agreements
scaled back during Greece’s finan-
cial crisis — which began in 2010.

Around 12,000 protesters
marched through central Athens,
while another 5,000 demonstrated
in the northern city of Thessaloniki,
Greece’s second largest .

“We want to showcase the rage

and resentment of salaried employ-
ees for what is happening to their
income,” said Yannis Panagopoulos,
head of the General Confederation
of Workers of Greece, the umbrella
union representing private-sector
employees.

“We have no way to be able to
cope with the high cost of living
other than with an increase to our
income. But our incomes remain
frozen in the bailout era,” he said.

Greece’s financial crisis wiped
out a quarter of the economy. Suc-
cessive international bailouts were
conditional on implementation of
deeply unpopular reforms includ-
ing pension and wage cuts, which
led to poverty and unemployment
rates spiralling.

Greece has since returned
to healthy growth and recently
achieved investment-grade status
again, but it still retains the highest
debt-to-GDP ratio in the European
Union.

“Greece needs a pay rise,”

European Trade Union Confed-
eration general secretary Esther
Lynch said.

She said she was in Athens “to
bring the solidarity greetings from
45 million workers and their trade
unions from around Europe.”

The European confederation
supports “all workers in Greece who
are going to come out to demand
that pay rise and to demand the
genuinely binding collecting agree-
ment to guarantee a fair day’s pay
for a fair day’s work,” Lynch added.

Unions have criticised the
right-wing government of Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis for
its housing policies and failure to
tackle inflation, which has eroded
workers’ living standards.

Journalists at Greek media
outlets held their own 24-hour
strike in support, pulling all news
broadcasts off the air for the day
so that they could cover today’s
general strike.
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@ Half the Sky

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women are the most incar-
cerated people on the planet. They make up only 2.5 per cent
of the adult female population, but 40 per cent of incarcerated
women. “A lot of the women shouldn’t be here. Some women
are here for unlicensed driving or ... unpaid speeding fines,”
Florence Onus, a Birri Gubba, Bidjara and Jagalingu woman from
Townsville, said. They are there because of systemic racism, pov-
erty, oppression, unresolved intergenerational trauma, grief, pain,
or for health reasons such as mental iliness, alcoholism or drug
addiction.

Increased severity by the criminal justice system in its treat-
ment of Indigenous people contributes to their growing numbers.
Florence is part of the Elders for Change community-led initiative
in Queensland, which helps Indigenous women on the inside stay
connected to culture, find legal representation, and prepare for
life after prison.

“And building more prisons and incarcerating more people is not
the answer to resolve these issues,” Florence said. Indigenous
advocacy groups are continually advocating to government about
the needs in their communities. Their advocacy falls on deaf ears.
The necessity for self-determination and empowerment of com-
munities to help themselves is far from adequately recognised.

Programs respecting community leaders and elders in resolving
breaches of the law have proven successful and have provided
alternatives to incarceration. “They help make the criminal justice
system more accessible, relevant and responsive for their peo-
ple and within their communities. This, in turn, helps authorities
respect the law and authority of the elders. Elders have used the
strength of their law and culture to reconnect offenders with fam-
ily and community, to heal relationships, conduct community wide
mediations, provide personal and cultural information in formal
court processes, and achieve fair outcomes,” advocacy group
Creative Spirits says.

Thelma Schwartz, principal legal officer at the Queensland
Indigenous Family Violence Legal Service, blames the high rates
of women going to prison on policy changes, such as the removal
of the presumption of bail, meaning it's harder for people to apply
for bail in Queensland.

Tom Calma is a Kungarakan man and the former social justice
commissioner. His advocacy helped lead to the establishment of
the Closing the Gap targets. He says issues like health, employ-
ment, education and housing need to be addressed as part of
any solution. “People are offending because they might have an
addiction to drugs or alcohol, and so that’s a health issue. That’s
not a judicial issue there.”

Over 200 years of dispossession, disempowerment, and system-
ic racism have been deeply formative in shaping the significant
social and economic inequalities that Indigenous people face
today. This painful history continues to manifest itself in the
hearts and minds of Indigenous peoples as intergenerational
trauma.

If government policies stand in the way of Indigenous empow-
erment, leadership, and healing, then the rates will continue to
escalate. There needs to be more emphasis on support servic-
es, treatment, early intervention, prevention, justice reinvestment
initiatives, and community-led programs built on Indigenous
authority and culture.

The right of Indigenous peoples to self-determination recognises
long-held traditions of independent decision-making, self-govern-
ment, and institutional self-reliance.

Colonisation and ongoing and deliberate exclusion from decision-
making processes have resulted in long-lasting and detrimental
social, political, cultural, economic, and health impacts.

One of the most powerful ways to address over-incarceration is
to empower Indigenous people and their communities by restor-
ing self-determination and sovereignty. Central to the fulfilment of
Indigenous rights is the possession by communities of communal
and inalienable title to their land, including the minerals and other
natural resources on and within it and in adjacent seas.

The Communist Party of Australia remains committed to the
campaign to win recognition of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples as the original occupiers and own-
ers of Australian territory, and of the right of Indigenous people
to own and control their land and resources and their right to
self-determination.




16 7 December 2024

Guardian

Electoral ‘reform’:
the two-party strangiehold

Anna Pha

In 2022, one-third of Australian voters
voted for independents and small par-
ties as the electorate becomes increas-
ingly disenchanted with an entrenched
two-party system that sees Labor and
the Coalition take turns in office.

What to do to keep the two-party system
intact? — that is the question for the Lib-Lab
duopoly. The answer: the major parties have
spent the last 6 months working on a bill to
do just that. They have come up with legisla-
tion that will make the system less equitable
and harder for challengers to fairly contest
elections.

Labor sees the Greens and independents,
not the Liberal-National Coalition, as the
main enemy.

The 200-page bill was presented to the
House of Representatives on 18 November;
second reading moved on 19 November;
debated and passed with Lib-Lab support
on 20 November. Labor blocked attempts
by cross-benchers for it to be referred to
a parliamentary committee for review, as
is customary for such a complex piece of
legislation.

“These are major reforms with far
reaching impacts, and the suggestion that
they won’t be subject to a Senate inquiry is
damaging to our democracy,” independent
Senator David Pocock said.

At the time of writing it was before the
Senate.

“This is designed to take big money out
of Australian politics. We’re not targeting
individuals, we're targeting the system that
allows an uncapped amount of money to be
spent on elections,” Special Minister of State
Don Farrell said.

“We don’t want to go down the track of
the American election system. We want to
cap the amount of money people can spend
— and that applies to anybody.

“This is all about making sure that ordi-
nary Australians can participate.

“The Australian electoral system should
not work on the basis that the only people
who can be elected into parliament are people
who are sponsored by billionaires.”

Fine words, but apart from a couple of
transparency measures such as real-time
disclosure of donations and the lowering
the disclosure threshold to $1,000, nothing
could be further from the truth.

The Greens, Centre for Public Integrity,
Transparency International, the Austral-
ian Democracy Network and The Australia
Institute have called for the $1,000 donation
disclosure threshold and real-time disclosure
to be taken out of the bill and passed now.

“These are major reforms with far reach-
ing impacts and the suggestion that they won’t
be subject to a Senate inquiry is damaging
to our democracy,” independent Senator
David Pocock said.

TAXPAYER HANDOUTS

The bill works heavily in favour of
incumbents. The present amount of $2.91
per primary vote received will be increased
to $5, costing taxpayers an additional $41
million. Around 75 per cent of that goes to

Australian Senate. Photo: JJ Harrison — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 3.0)

the Lib-Lab coalition. The system does not
work for new candidates who receive nothing.

The bill introduces $17 million in new
administrative, non-campaigning funding;:
$90,000 per election cycle for a member of
the House of Representatives and $45,000
per cycle for a Senator.

Why not pay the same to Senators as to
MPs? Is it a coincidence that the Senate is
where small parties and independents have
made headway in breaking the Lib-Lab
stranglehold?

Once again smaller parties and inde-
pendents are put at a disadvantage, in
particular new parties and independents
seeking election who get nothing yet have
administration costs.

The bill also puts a cap of $90 million on
a federal political campaign and $800,000
for an individual electorate campaign.

LOOPHOLE NO 1

There is a cap of $20,000 on individual
donations to any one party or candidate per
calendar year, which could be made prior to
or even after an election creating 4 oppor-
tunities in a 3-year election cycle.

As there are 9 registered Labor parties
— one for every state and territory and one
federal — there are nine opportunities for a
single donor to give to Liberal or Labor in
a given calendar year $180,000 per year or
$720,000 in an election cycle.

The Liberal Party has 8 parties, and the
National Party 5 — so an individual could
donate over a million dollars to the Coalition
every election cycle.

Yet the headline news in the media was
a $20,000 cap on political donations!

The Liberal-National Party could split,
creating even more parties.

LOOPHOLE NO2

The bill provides for parties to have
“nominated entities.” These are black holes
where the major parties park undeclared
donations. For example, the Liberal Party
has Parakeelia and Labor has John Curtin
House Limited, organisations that exist only
to receive donations.

There is no transparency when it comes
to donations to these multi-million-dollar
piggy banks. Under the legislation these
funds will be able to be used to promote the
party but not individual candidates. Their
use could easily be concentrated in marginal
electorates.

Smaller parties and individuals without
“nominated entities” would be limited to the
$20,000 cap for each electorate/candidate.

LOOPHOLE NO3

“The popularity of the major parties is at
an all-time low, with one in three Australians
voting for a minor party or independent at
the last election,” independent Kate Chaney
told Radio National.

“But instead of trying to earn back the
trust of voters, this bill is a desperate attempt
by the big parties to rig the rules, squeeze
out the competition and protect their patch.

“Both parties are running scared of the
possibility of a bigger crossbench that will
continue to hold them to account.”

Chaney said a new independent would
have to comply with an $800,000 spending
cap, while “it appears that each political party
can spend $90 million, shifting that money
around to support any member who is being
threatened by a newcomer.”

There will also be a cap on federal spend-
ing for non-political parties of $11 million,
which covers unions and special interest
campaigner groups like Climate 200 but
registered political parties will have a ceil-
ing of $90 million.

Despite the millions of dollars of taxpayer
money being donated to the major parties,
the bill has no ‘truth in advertising’ meas-
ures. It is perfectly legal to lie in a political
ad. The Albanese previously introduced a
separate bill that would implement truth in
political advertising laws, but then put it on
the backburner.

Greens Senate leader and democracy
spokesperson Senator Larissa Waters said:
“Any reform which limits donations to
anyone who challenges Liberal and Labor,
while protecting the establishment parties’
sources of income, will be seen for what it

is — a complete stitch up, undermining our
democracy, and the public’s expectation of
fair play.

“Both the big parties continue to accept
huge sums of money from dirty industries
like coal and gas with a track record of trying
to buy favourable policy outcomes ....

“The Greens are ready, with a bill, that
provides real electoral reform, but we’re very
suspicious that the two big parties will gang
up to rig the system to benefit themselves and
lock out smaller parties and new entrants.”

UNDEMOCRATIC

The changes come into effect in 2026,
for the 2028 election.

The Coalition has not guaranteed it will
support the bill in its current form. Labor
says it is open to further negotiations with
them. Their aim is to treat the millions of
dollars in trade union affiliation fees paid
to Labor as donations. The bill explicitly
excludes membership and affiliation fees
for both party branches as well as “associ-
ated entities.”

“This is an attempt to ensure that the
will of the Australian people is not repre-
sented. Instead of just doing better, Labor
and Liberal are trying to change the rules
to rig the system in their favour,” Greens
leader Adam Bandt said.

As Independent Monique Ryan said in
her second reading speech: “Australians want
a system that fosters participation, encour-
ages diverse viewpoints and ensures that
all voices have a fair chance to be heard.”

Strategically, the two major parties have
aligned their policy positions to exclude the
Greens and independents: the two major
parties are as one on fundamental issues
such as the attack on organised labour,
increased exploitation of labour across the
board, blocking action on climate change,
unfettered access to natural resources, no
barriers to mergers, and increased monopoly.

At time of writing, the Bill has been
shelved, as talks between Labor and the
Coalition have reached an impasse. Labor
will keep trying to get it through. &
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