Marcus Browning

As the year draws to a close, 2024 can
be considered as a period of growing
struggle world-wide against the vora-
cious dominance of capital, grappling
with nothing less than the question:
who will decide the future of the world
and humanity? Will it be the fossil
fuel companies, the military indus-
trial complex, the finance sector, or
will it — as it should be — the people?

History is being made by the actions of
ordinary people around the world who have
organised against the giant financial conglom-
erates which dominate our economic life.

Internationally, class contradictions
have sharpened.

A report (see page 12) by international
aid agency Oxfam on Israel’s crimes in Gaza
states, “Israel is in the late stages of ethnic
cleansing of the North Gaza governorate.
For more than 50 days, Israel has prevented
Oxfam, its partners, and other humanitarian
agencies from delivering life-saving aid to
hundreds of thousands of starving people
in north Gaza.

“Our staff in Gaza have been desperately
trying for nearly two months to reach starv-
ing civilians but have been blocked by the
Israeli military. We know that many children
are trapped and will be starving to death.”

Leading the drive for world domination
is the most powerful nation in history, the
USA (Israel is the military arm of the US in
the Middle East). This overarching domina-
tion is certainly not lost on those opposing
US hegemony and the growing number who
are victims of its “world order.”

Capitalism in crisis can be seen every-
where: in its failure to provide the basic
necessities — food, shelter, healthcare, work
— to a greater part of the world’s population;
its push globally for privatisation — theft
from the people that deprives them of even
the most crucial services; in its smother-
ing of national cultures; in its destruction
of the environment; in the development of
its global reach itself, which capital must
impose in order to satisfy the insatiable
need for profits.

There is increased pressure from the
grassroots environment movement to halt
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the destruction of the environment and rein
in fossil fuel polluters that threaten all life.

ORGANISED LABOUR

In Australia, the Albanese government’s
attack on the union movement signals the
agenda of those elements of the ruling class
which want to ramp up open class warfare.

The government’s attack on the CFMEU
is an attack on the whole union movement.
In this agenda, with the government as
the hatchet man, strikes are outlawed with
courts ready to order a return to work, with
threats of heavy fines on unions and workers
alike, and jail.

This is the anti-worker state in action:
governments, courts, and police working
to enforce the employers’ interests. When
even that fails, the army is moved in. Let
it be recalled that the army has been used
against striking workers in Australia — by
a Labor government during the miners’
strike in 1949 and later in the airlines dis-
pute in 1989.

Employers want to return to the days
when there were no unions to challenge the
power and interests of capital.

This attack on democratic rights is mir-
rored in all the developed Western coun-
tries. It involves an attempt at the wholesale
destruction of democratic rights and civil
liberties. War, the crushing of democracy,
the enslavement of whole peoples — these
vile parasites have grown and thrived in the
hothouse of the crisis of capitalism.

The integrated nature of the global
economy means that any apparently insig-
nificant occurrence in the economy of one
region of the world can shake the entire
global structure. So too, the integrated
nature of the growing actions against cor-
porate rule means there are growing global
movements.

People will go to the polls in the federal
election in 2025 with new ideas on their
minds. Many will have been politicised by
the government’s privatisation program
and its job-cutting policies; its cruel and
ruthless use of the razor on welfare, Medi-
care, and on a wide provision of services.
Further, by committing Australia to the
war-making alliance AUKUS, it has diverted
billions of dollars from essential services
for the people.

These developments demonstrate that the
objective of monopoly capitalism has for a
century been domination of the world’s mar-
kets and the unbridled plunder of its wealth.

The whole system has been reeling under
successive blows; poverty and unemployment
are on the rise in all the developed nations.
Australia is no exception.

UNITED FRONT

The need for a broad united front in
Australia is no less pressing.

Historically, all progressive and demo-
cratic sections of society take up campaigns
against the effects of social and economic
crises, the drive to war, and the attacks on
democratic rights and living standards. A
range of progressive movements already
exist, involving workers, intellectuals, pro-
fessional workers and other groups.

While there are overlapping member-
ships and organisational links, these move-
ments, in the main, remain unstructured, but
provide a realistic form by which to build a
broad and active people’s unity in support
of left and progressive issues and demands.

Continued on page 2

people will go to the polls in 2025
with new ideas on their minds

genocide

Cuba and Trump

This is the last issue of the Guardian
for 2024. The first for 2025 will be
on the 20 January.
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Reasons to fight

It’s easy to be despondent about 2025, as we go
into the holiday season. Trump will be US presi-
dent next year. It’s quite possible Australia will
have a Coalition government in 2025. Even if they
hang on to power, the government we have now is
helping to make the planet uninhabitable due to
climate change, as well as attacking workers via an
assault on unionised building workers. There’s no
end in sight to Israel’s ongoing genocidal assault
on Palestine.

The Guardian, the Workers’ Weekly has in-
formed readers about these situations in 2024.
We’ve also shone a light on a lot of reasons for
hope — reasons to get ready for positive action in
2025.

For one thing, socialism around the world
is inspiring us, from China, to Cuba, Laos, and
Vietnam. These countries, in their different ways,
are walking the walk on socialism. We can learn a
lot from socialist nations, although we will never
blindly copy them. China has lifted more people
out of poverty than ever before in human history,
and has smashed targets for production of solar
panels, batteries, and EVs, all things we’re going
to need a lot of worldwide if we want to avoid the
worst of climate change. Laos has the world’s sec-
ond highest rate of home ownership, and fast trains
— something you won’t learn from the mainstream
bourgeois media. Vietnam has improved relations
with China. Let’s not forget Sri Lanka, where the
Marxist-Leninist JVP is leading a coalition that has
swept the presidential and parliamentary elections.

Socialist Cuba, where a Family Code was passed
after the sort of democratic consultation with peo-
ple across the country that Western ‘democracies’
can’t imagine, has survived 66 years of a blockade
meant to finish it off in the early 1960s.

We can also take inspiration from socialists in
the capitalist countries, fighting the good fight,
working in unions and community organisations
to kick goals for the proletariat. The old socialist
line remains true, “we are many, they are few.”
We’ve reported on workers struggles and triumphs
all around the world.

Closer to home, it’s been a busy year for the
Communist Party of Australia, and we’ve reported
on Branch actions across the country; in support
of Palestine, in support of unions, and in support
of peace. There have been huge demonstrations on
all three topics, remorselessly demonised by the
bourgeois press and by parliamentarians who’d
rather we just stayed and home and waited for the
next election. The records broken by demonstra-
tors who are against the killing of innocents in
Palestine, and the sizable demonstrations by build-
ing workers who want to democratically run their
own union prove the mainstream press wrong.

The Party year began with an Organising
Conference in Sydney, and has finished with the
last of the state Party schools. In both events, com-
rades learned their Lenin thoroughly and got into
putting it into practice.

As Lenin said: “in its struggle for power, the
proletariat has no other weapon but organisation.”
This Party is organised and it’s active.

If you’ve appreciated what the Guardian has
done to inform, organise, and inspire this year,
make a donation to the Press Fund and if you can,
join the Party.

We wish all our readers a satisfying holiday
break. Let’s get ready for a busy 2025.
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In fighting together for a
common program, a cohesive
democratic unity can develop
and be directed against the most
reactionary big business circles.
Opposition to emerging forms of
tyranny at home is a necessary part
of the world movement against
corporate tyranny everywhere.
The one gains momentum from
the other.

Asia is rapidly becoming the
main industrial and trade centre
of the world, although the Asian
countries have not yet outstripped
the combined economic power of
the US and the countries compris-
ing the European Union.

But the economic clout of China,
India, and Russia, plus Japan and
the other countries that make
up the Association of South East
Asian Nations, is advancing at a
very fast pace.

Based on this economic devel-
opment, new political groups have
emerged, putting forward new
political priorities. These include
the BRICS group of countries
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa plus new members).

China has implemented the
policies of peaceful co-existence
in relations with other countries.
These principles are non-inter-
ference, equality, a shared future,
mutual respect and mutual benefit,
and cultural exchanges. It is assist-
ing with development through its
Belt and Road Initiative.

At the same time, China
opposes imperialism, hegemonism,
colonialism, racism, and works to
safeguard world peace.

In pursuing a policy of peace,
China has not established military
bases in other countries, unlike
the US and a number of European
countries.

In pursuing a policy of peace
and stability, China is creating the
best situation for the continuation
of its economic and social develop-
ment and for that of other countries
as well. It is a world leader in its
development of renewable energy
and environmental protection
measures.

All this has been made possible
by the fact that under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party of
China, the people of China have
embarked on the construction of a
socialist society.

ROLE OF UN

The US and its supporters did
all in their power to keep China out
of the UN, and succeeded until 1971.

It’s significant that Asian coun-
tries and BRICS member countries
are having many consultations and
have found agreement on a range
of issues as many policies based on
the principles of the United Nations
have been implemented.

The UN Charter establishes
the “sovereign equality” of all UN
members. Disputes between mem-
bers are to be settled by “peaceful
means” and all should “refrain from
the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political
independence of any state.” There
can be no authorised “intervention
in matters which are essentially
within the domestic jurisdiction
of any state”.

The Charter calls for “friendly
relations among nations based on
respect for the principle of equal
rights and self-determination of
peoples” and for “fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction
as to race, sex, language or religion.”

There have been many breaches
of the Charter principles since its
adoption, but their adherence still
remains essential for peace, justice,

and the international rule of law
throughout the world.

The emerging Asian countries
and the various political groups that
have arisen are basing their rela-
tions with one another and other
countries on these principles. They
were incorporated in the Treaty
of Amity and Cooperation that
has been signed by Asian coun-
tries and was signed by Australia
when it wanted to be included in
the summit meetings of Asian
countries. However, a number of
practices of the Australian govern-
ment are in violation of the Charter
principles.

On the economic front, there are
many measures that aim to subju-
gate smaller countries’ economies
to the might of the big powers. A
number of countries are suffering
the pressure imposed by trade
boycotts of one kind or another.
They include Cuba, China, North
Korea, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Ven-
ezuela, and Iran.

These measures and policies
are increasingly opposed.

The principles laid down in the
UN Charter are the basis for a new
type of civilisation, and it is in that
direction that the world is heading.

The world’s workers have long
recognised the need for unity and
internationalism based on class,
to unite the workers of the world.
That is what we are witnessing
now: hands joining across nations,
continents and oceans, in common
need and cause, to decide the future
of the world.

We see the 21st century in
theory and practice as the century
of social justice, of the triumph of
working people everywhere, and of
Socialism. Socialism is the future.

Join the struggle, join the Com-
munist Party of Australia. @&
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The cost of living crisis continues, with no end in sight. The Guardian — Workers’ Weekly
also continues to experience hefty price rises — printing, postage, electricity, insurance,
and rates have all risen considerably. We have no corporate sponsors or ads, and the

ads we run are in solidarity with progressive organisations. We have attempted to keep
the price of the Guardian as low as possible. We depend on you — your contributions to
the Press Fund and your subscriptions. Please keep the contributions flowing in over

the summer break as we will still have wages to pay and other ongoing expenses. All
contributions appreciated. Wishing you a Happy New Year. Many thanks to the following
for their generous contributions:

J Hale $100, A Maarbani $20, B Treasure $50, A Sarkies $20, Y Doley $25, D Bastin $100,
A Fox $120, M McClintock $20, J Adey $60, G Milner $900, M Smith $100, W Briggs $50,
T Bertuleit $50, C Scott $200, Digireb $100, E Seymour $125 ,P Farmer $190,
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Total: $2565 Total for 2024: $5822.79
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For a 2025 without genocide

Vincent Molina
Communist Party of Australia
President

People around the world live in hor-
ror as witnesses to ongoing genocide
in Gaza for the past 14 long months.
Zionism has exposed to the world the
depths of its depravity in the treat-
ment of the Palestinian people. It has
expanded further into Lebanon and
other neighbours in the Middle East,
destabilising the region and leaving
death, destruction, and hundreds of
people injured for life.

The excuse utilised and supported by the
West, including the Australian government,
that Israel has ‘the right to defend itself’
means blood is also on our hands. Millions
around the world have mobilised, demand-
ing a permanent ceasefire, the exchange
of prisoners, and a free and independent
Palestinian state. The thirst for land and a
greater Israel is not what the people of the
world are fighting for. At the time of writing
we hear of new conflicts and also remember
those forgotten conflicts such as Sudan and
Congo in Africa.

At home, we see failure after failure
from the Albanese government who has
not delivered for Indigenous people, on
the cost of living crisis, housing, health,
and the environment, its only notable
‘successes’ are becoming inextricably
embedded as part of the US war machine
redirecting Australian tax payer dollars
into US military coffers and promoting
the expansion of fossil fuels.

The greatest betrayal, though, has been
to workers in this country as the Albanese
government overrode union members’ rights
to elect their leadership, singling out the
CFMEU construction division for its frontline
attack; a threat to all unions. An important
struggle is now to bring the union back to its
democratic rule. The union, currently under
a draconian Administration, has been stolen
by the government from members.

The CPA has expressed its solidarity
with the leaders and members of the union
affected by the unprecedented legislation
introduced by a Labor government, and

supported by the Australian Council of Trade
Unions leadership.

Union members are organising, demand-
ing control of their union. The sacked union
officials are fighting on all fronts including
a High Court challenge in a fight on behalf
of every worker and union in the country.
We demand that the Administration of the
CFMEU ends and the union be returned to
its members. All the officials sacked must be
reinstated, so democratic rule can prevail.

The government has left many people
behind this year. It failed Indigenous Austral-
ians, refugees, women, and working people
struggling with the cost of living. Despite the
attacks and difficulties, workers and their
families have mobilised. There have been
successful workers’ struggles and wins.

The workers at Woolworths have taken on
their employer. QUBE workers are fighting
an arrogant employer. Construction workers
have come out in defence of their union, and
nurses and university staff in a number of
states have taken industrial action fighting
for their rights.

The new year, 2025, will be a year of
important struggles for workers and their
families. Unions will have to struggle for
unity and survival. The inner struggle must
be on the principles of workers first. In the
Communist Party we will continue to fight
alongside workers and people in struggle.
We will continue to commit our resources to
achieving real democracy and social change.

The new year will also deliver a new fed-
eral government. The Albanese government
has opened too many fronts and is at risk of
letting the Coalition in. People will decide
and in this the Greens, trade unionists,
independents, progressive, communists and
socialist candidates can play an important
role to ensure a more democratic and diverse
government is elected that puts the interests
of the people ahead of the corporations.

I also express our solidarity with the
people of Cuba who for 60 years have been
fighting against the longest criminal US
blockade. They will be celebrating the 66th
anniversary of their revolution on the 1st
January.

From my desk I wish you all a peaceful
and victorious new year 2025. &
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Asbestos Victims Association - SA memorial ceremony

Dave Lock

On Friday 29 November a
Victims Memorial Ceremo-
ny honouring the victims of
Asbestos-related illness, was
held in Pitman Park Salisbury
South Australia.

The event was well attended by
family and friends who placed floral
tributes at the end of the Ceremony.
Family members recounted their

experiences and loss. Asbestos
Victims Association (AVA) Presi-
dent Maxine Williams gave her
own heart-moving account of the
impact on her family.

Many Unions were represented
— SA Unions, AMWU, ETU and
CEPU, making contributions by
speaking and offering organisation-
al support. Of note are the efforts of
APHEDA, union aid abroad, who
continue to work in countries that

still manufacture and use asbestos
products.

A very large representation
of politicians and city councillors
were also present, including Penny
Wong, Federal Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Kyam Mabher, Attorney
General SA.

AVA President Maxine Williams
said that, “annually 4,000 Aus-
tralians die from asbestos related
illness, which is greater than the

road toll.” The horror of this is that
this statistic is unlikely to decline.
Although banned for many years,
asbestos products are very much
all around us. Home renovators
are highly at risk as are workers
in the building trades.

The considerable cost of asbes-
tos removal in a cost-of-living crisis,
is out of reach for most Australians.
This results in unprotected works
and illegal dumping.

The companies that made their
profits from asbestos are still out
there. Shouldn’t they be made to
share the load of asbestos removal?

The actions of unions in the
ultimate banning of manufactured
stone are to be applauded. Silicon
was fast becoming our new asbes-
tos, workers being struck down
by what historically was a miners’
disease. @&
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CPA Melbourne/
Naarm branch holds
successful school

Melbourne Comrade

Over the last weekend in November, comrades
gathered at Kathleen Syme Library to increase
their knowledge and practice of Marxism-
Leninism. The school provided a construc-
tive environment in which experienced and
inexperienced, older and younger comrades
could exchange views and knowledge.

The school formed a part of a series of schools con-
ducted by the CPA’s Central Committee to establish
a basic understanding of the party’s needs.

The level of enthusiasm for developing the posi-
tion of workers in struggle was raised.

Discussion and application of dialectical principles
was held, analysing concrete conditions as a central
element of success of Lenin’s contributions. There
was a spirited exploration of how CPA member activ-
ity can be elevated toward the example set by Lenin.

Alively discussion concluded that the attitude of
the Reserve Bank of creating poverty to ‘help’ can be
summarised thus: “The goal of the Reserve Bank is
to increase unemployment.”

The Voice to Parliament referendum was placed in

the context of the struggle for democratic rights. The
ALP government and outlier attitudes on this ques-
tion were condemned. It was noted that the failure
of the referendum to pass has increased the amount
of oppression in Australia.

Additionally, the position of workers was discussed.
It was pointed out that the sole-trader must supply
their own equipment (vehicle, tools) to carry out the
trade, paid for from their own wages. This represents
a diminishment in the position of the workers.

Throughout the school it was noted that the powers
that be are unfit to lead our nations as they have failed
on the basic needs of the people: food, clothing, and
shelter cannot be guaranteed today in Australia.

The final event of the weekend was a workshop
held to increase the skill with which party media is
constructed. Through collaborative processes, two
pieces of writing were produced. This process taught
comrades how to move quickly from a topic to an
advanced draft in a limited time frame.

The party school was a valuable weekend which
has raised the level of understanding in the branch,
increased capacity to run branch education and high-
lighted areas for further investigation. &

‘Same job, same pay’ call
from Woolies workers

Victorian CPA comrades supported Woolies warehouse workers.
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More than 1500 warehouse
workers across three distri-
bution centres in Victoria and
one in NSW have walked off
the job on 2 December and
will be on strike until Wool-
worths comes to the table with
an improved offer on safety,
pay, and equity.

Workers stopped work for
one-hour across all shifts the week
before and voted to take indefi-
nite strike action if Woolworths
remained unwilling to negotiate
an improved workplace agreement.

Workers are calling to perma-
nently scrap Woolworths’ ‘Frame-
work,” which the union says is a
high-risk management approach
pushing workers to work faster,
which could undermine safety in a
very dangerous industry.

Workers want equal pay and
conditions across Woolworths dis-
tribution centres and are seeking
to bring all workers up to at least
$38 per hour in the first year of a
new workplace agreement, with
percentage wage increases in fol-
lowing years.

Workers are calling for a
national agreement so that work-
ers are paid the same for doing the
same work.

United Workers Union National
Secretary Tim Kennedy says “Work-
ers have reported feeling pressured
to cut corners and work unsafely or
lose their job if they don’t pick at
higher speeds. Woolworths must
prioritise the safety and well-being
of workers above all else.

“Workers all over Australia are
struggling to survive in the face of

more than a decade of wage stag-
nation compounded by ever rising
prices. The real purchasing power
of wages today is lower than it was
decade ago.

“Woolworths are squeezing
shoppers at the register, and work-
ers on pay and conditions, while
making ever increasing profits. This
is contributing to growing wealth
inequality in Australia.

“Woolworths workers are strik-
ing for a cost-of-living wage increase
and to be paid the same rate of pay
for doing the same work under a
national agreement.”

“No one wants to see bare
supermarket shelves in the lead
up to Christmas. Woolworths can
fix this by coming back to the table
and negotiating a fair agreement.”
United Workers Union &

In 1834 the six Tolpuddle Martyrs were transported from Britain
to Australia for the ‘crime’ of attempting to form a trade union.
However, the idea of unionism spread world-wide and now,
millions of workers are members of trade unions. Workers, expe-
riencing the savage exploitation of capital know that they have to
become a collective if they are to improve their living and working
conditions.

The ruling class and the employers never gave up their hostili-
ty to the organised working class, first displayed in the penalty
imposed on the Tolpuddle six.

Laws were enacted to limit and control the organisations that
workers formed. When workers withdrew their labour and went
on strike, the ferocity of the employers knew no bounds. Workers
and their leaders were jailed and sometimes shot.

The ongoing accumulation of private profits and successive
mergers and takeovers has resulted in the formation of the giant
transnational corporations that dominate whole industries, with
demands to get rid of trade unions, backed by governments like
Albanese’s willing to help them achieve their aims.

In the dying days of the last week of Parliamentary sittings for
2024, and what is expected to be the last sitting before a federal
election in 2025, Labor shamefully pushed through three piec-
es of legislation that will further seriously undermine the human
rights of refugees and non-citizens.

The anti-refugee trifecta includes a bill (Migration Amendment
(Prohibiting Items in Immigration Detention Facilities) Bill 2024)
that could see mobile phones banned from detention centres, a
draconian measure that Labor opposed in 2020.

Despite clear findings by the High Court that only courts have any
right to punish, Labor’s deportation bill (Migration Amendment
Bill 2024), will entrench the discriminatory and racist provisions
of the Migration Act that allows extra-judicial punishment of
non-citizens.

The Bill gives the government extraordinary powers to violate the
human rights of refugees and non-citizens by deporting them to
third countries, without any guarantee of their treatment there.

Labor is trying to avoid its international obligations by avoiding
having ‘effective control’ of any non-citizens deported to third
countries. This is a transparent attempt to avoid the kind of scru-
tiny by Australian courts that ordered the government to evacuate
sick children at imminent risk of serious harm from Nauru.

The Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights has
already expressed serious reservations regarding the Entry Ban
Deportation Bill but the government seems determined to press
ahead with legislation that will breach their human rights.

“This is shameful politicking from Labor, playing political football
with refugee lives in the runup to the federal election,” said lan
Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refugee Action Coalition. “Instead
of standing up to Dutton’s scare-mongering about communi-
ty safety, Labor is amplifying the scare-mongering. Instead of
standing up for human rights, and the rule of law, Labor is trash-
ing them.

“Anthony Albanese says he will leave ‘nothing on the field’ in his
bid to win the election for Labor. He really means there is noth-
ing he won’t stoop to. But a race to the bottom, aping Dutton and
Trump and bashing refugees, won’t guarantee an election win for
Labor.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Santos. Last year the Environmental
Defenders Office took transnational gas polluter Santos to court
representing Tiwi Island traditional owners, and gained an emer-
gency injunction to force the company to suspend plans to lay
a 262-kilometre pipeline. The EDO presented evidence that the
project risked damaging Tiwi Islanders’ underwater cultural her-
itage. Federal Court judge Natalie Charlesworth overturned the
decision claiming the EDO “coached Indigenous witnesses.” How
do you coach an Indigenous person about their dreaming sto-
ries? The EDO — on a shoestring budget — has to pay Santos’
legal costs of $9 million. During COVID Santos sold around a tril-
lion dollars of gas offshore and paid not one cent in tax.
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Treasurer Jim Chalmers stirred the
Coalition pot when he announced
changes to the Future Fund (FF) with
its current nest egg of more than $230
billion. Opposition leader Peter Dut-
ton accused him of being “political.”
How dare Chalmers interfere in the
work of the government’s ‘independ-
ent’ sovereign fund!

The FF webpage reads: “The Future Fund
is Australia’s sovereign wealth fund. Our
purpose is to invest for the benefit of future
generations of Australians. Established in
2006 [by former Coalition Treasurer Peter
Costello] to strengthen the Commonwealth’s
long-term financial position, today the Future
Fund is the country’s single-largest financial
asset. As a sovereign wealth fund we manage
money on behalf of the Australian Federal
Government.”

Since its formation the FF has expanded,
now managing 6 separate funds — the Future
Fund, the Medical Research Future Fund,
the Disability Care Australia Fund, the Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander Land and
Sea Future Fund, the Future Drought Fund,
the Disaster Ready Fund, and the Housing
Australia Future Fund.

“The new Investment Mandate will
require the fund to consider Australia’s
national priorities in its investment decisions,
where possible, appropriate and consistent
with strong returns,” says Chalmers. These
national priorities are:

« Increasing the supply of residential
housing in Australia.
 Supporting the energy transition as part

Australia

Future Fund

Dirty and deadly

of the net zero transformation of the
Australian economy.

« Delivering improved infrastructure
including economic resilience and
security infrastructure.

“This will mean more investment where
we need it most but not at the expense of
returns,” Chalmers said.

The FF claims to “Do the right thing,”
and “Focus on what matters.”

It says in its 2023-24 annual report, “As
a large global asset owner with a long-term
perspective, we understand ... the integra-
tion of environmental, social and governance
(ESG) factors into our investment decision-
making ....”

“The United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has
identified that human activities, particularly
the burning of fossil fuels, deforesta-
tion, and various industrial processes, have
significantly increased the concentration
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere,”
the FF says in its 2023-24 annual report.
(emphasis added)

It even goes as far as acknowledging such
considerations as environmental protection,
biodiversity, ecosystems, water, and circular
economy, and waste.

HOW RIGHT?

So how does the FF “Do the right thing”?

When it comes to climate change, analysis
by Michael West Media (MWM) reveals that
the FF is a top 10 shareholder in three of Aus-
tralia’s worst climate wreckers — Woodside
Energy, Santos, and Whitehaven Coal — with
a total of more than $1 billion of shares in
these companies.

The FF has increased its share holdings
in these three companies between December
2023 and June 2024. In addition, MWM’s
analysis also reveals that the FF has failed to
support a single climate-related shareholder
proposal at these three companies since 2021.

Furthermore, the FF currently holds more
than half a billion dollars’ worth of shares
in weapons manufacturers and war-related
companies.

ABC analysis shows the total market
value of the fund’s shareholdings in those
30 companies rose between October 2023,
and June 2024. It is not clear to what extent
that was due to company profits rising or
an increase in investments in those war
machines.

Its investments include $1.33 million in
Elbit, Israel’s largest weapons manufacturer,
arise of 172.25 per cent in the past year. The
value of its holdings in the last year in BAE
Systems rose 87.5 per cent alone.

The Australian government is investing
$917 million in Elbit whose weapons are being
used in Israel’s genocide of Palestinians, and
attacks on Lebanon and other countries.

MWM questions whether the FF is putting
Australia’s sovereign wealth fund at legal
risk of contributing to genocide.

When Chalmers includes Australia’s
“security” as part of the infrastructure man-
date, what does he mean? Is it further invest-
ments in the military industrial complex?

The FF should immediately withdraw
investments from fossil fuel and military
industries. They are not doing “the right
thing” by humanity.

In June this year Greg Combet was
appointed chairman of the Future Fund
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Board of Trustees. Prior to this he served
as chair of the Australian Government Net
Zero Economy Agency, overseeing the eco-
nomic transformation from fossil fuels to
renewable energy and net zero emissions.
He is a former secretary of the ACTU, and
has previously held the positions of Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Defence Procurement
and Minister for Climate Change in Labor
governments.

Watch this space, as they say, to see
which way he takes the board: fossil fuel
and military investments or a just transi-
tion to renewables and socially responsible
investments. @&

Future Fund military
investments:

» Airbus SE

* BAE Systems

» Boeing Co

» Elbit Systems

» General Dynamics

* Honeywell International
* Lockheed Martin

* Northrop Grumman Corp

A number of these corporations
produce nuclear weapons.

Source ABC

Sunshine Coast Branch holds AGM

Graham Holton

The Sunshine Coast Queensland
Branch of the Communist Party of
Australia held its Annual General
Meeting on Saturday 30 November.
It has been a great year for the two-
year-old branch.

We have attended numerous rallies and
protests throughout the year: Pro-Palestine,
Abortion Rights, LGBTQ+ and anti-TERF ral-
lies, and Indigenous Rights. We have gained
support from other Left-wing groups, and
opened the Sunshine Coast’s eyes to the Party’s
presence and activity on a number of issues.

During the recent Queensland State

election, we visited small towns and handed
out fliers for “Any Party But LNP”, going to
places that the Party has not been to since
the 1950s.

The members elected comrades to hold
the positions of President, Secretary, Treas-
urer, and LGBTQ+ issues. The election was
overseen by the Secretary of the Brisbane

Branch, who also handed out 2025 mem-
bership cards.

The branch is small, but very active and
willing. We expect this to increase next year
as the public becomes increasingly aware
what the Communist Party of Australia is
doing, on the Sunshine Coast and around
the country. &

Shop Progressive!

Books from the Party Bookshop if you’re needing
a present for the Marxist in your life

POLITICAL ECONOMY

Modern Political Economy: A New Coursebook
By Cheng Enfu & others

This book provides a comprehensive study of political
economy in the present day context. It encompasses the latest
research in the political economy of China and abroad with
sections on capitalist political economy and also on social-
ist political economy. An invaluable resource for anyone
seeking to extend their knowledge and understanding of
political economy.

Canut Publishers, paperback, 564 pages, $60

PHILOSOPHY

Reader in Marxist Philosophy —
Jfrom the writings of Marx, Engels and Lenin
Edited by H Selsam & H Martel

A selection of edited writings from Marx, Engels and
Lenin with introductions and notes by Howard Selsam
and Harry Martel. It covers materialism versus idealism;
dialectics and the dialectical method; theory of knowledge
and philosophy of science; the materialist interpretation of
history; religion; and ethics. It draws on many well-known
writings of Marx, Engels, and Lenin, is well referenced
and has a bibliographical index with useful that assist with
understanding.

International Publishers, paperback, 384 pages, $20

FLAGS

The Communist Party of Australia has produced a great
red flag with hammer and sickle. Take it on marches and fly it
proudly wherever and whenever you get the opportunity. $15

Or fly the “Hasta la Victoria Siempre” flag with Che.
Also $15

T-SHIRTS

T-shirts make excellent and welcome gifts. We have a
range of designs, colours and sizes: Che Guevara — red
or white with black image; Lenin — red or grey with black
image; Marx — white with black image. CPA — red with
Party logo; Eureka flag — blue with white cross. They come
in M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL. Each $25

T-TOWEL

“How to Spot a Communist” t-towel

The “How to Spot a Communist” t-towel is a popular and
humorous item, which has a practical use or can be hung in
the kitchen or somewhere else. It gives guidance in spotting
a communist and makes an excellent gift for communists
and non-communists alike with 15 pointers. For example:
“A communist can be spotted by his frequent use of foreign
phrases like ‘increase wages,” ‘fix prices,” ‘unity is strength,’
‘peace not war, etc.” $15

BADGES

The CPA produced a metal badge to honour the bicente-
nary of the birth of Karl Marx. It carries the slogan: “Work-
ers of all lands unite” and the years 1818 and 2018 on either
side of Marx’s image. Badges are $5 each including postage.
If ordering more than one badge ask for a price.

Find more books on page 13

All prices include postage within Australia.
Available online at cpa.org.au/shop

eMail: shop@cpa.org.au

Phone orders: 02 9699 8844

Postal: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
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Victoria: VCE debacle

Victorian Comrade

Over 50,000 students attempted
the Victorian Certificate of Edu-
cation year 12 exams this year.
Supervising them is an important
task for the Victorian Curriculum
and Assessment Authority (VCAA).
Are they up to it?

In 2024 56 out of 116 end of year
exams in Victoria were compromised
after exam cover previews provided by
VCAA were found to contain invisible but
highlightable text that contained content
present in the exams. Understandably
this has created doubts surrounding the
academic integrity of the exams, and
many year 12’s, fear for their own results
given that other students having access
to exam questions as early as October.

One VCAA solution has been to
insist that the slip-up won'’t affect final
assessments — this despite very simi-
lar questions turning up in the actual
exams. Another, more creative solution
is ‘anomalous grading.” Put simply, this
means that students who excelled in
exams without cheating, but achieved
poor results earlier in the year will have
their marks adversely affected in refer-
ence to any compromised exam materials.

The stuff-up happened despite VCAA
being aware of this issue in October
and assuring the state government that
changes had been made to the affected
questions and that they in no way

compromised the validity of the exams.
VCAA boss Kylie White said “The VCE
examinations haven’t been compromised
and all students can be very confident
about completing their exams.” The real-
ity of the situation was however that no
significant actions were taken to resolve
the issues.

Additionally, statements were made
mitigating the severity of the issue and
basically lying to the public. “There are
similarities, but they’re not the same
questions” is an entirely false claim given
the fact that multiple maths questions
were exactly the same, apart from the
numbers being discussed.

Another blatant example is the inclu-
sion of compromised legal studies exam
case studies where the only difference
was the names of the parties involved.
Kylie White’s resignation as VCAA chief
after the government ordered a sweep-
ing review of the body demonstrates just
how severely VCAA failed to remedy the
situation. Of course, this entire debacle
follows after a slew of albeit much more
minor but still genuine exam failures
and errors attributed to VCAA, with
2023’s general maths and Chinese lan-
guage exams having multiple error and
2022’s exam having five general maths
exam questions with completely incor-
rect answers.

Victoria has ‘the education state’ on
its car number plates. There’s obviously
a lot more work needed. &

Photo: pexels.com (CCO)
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A look back at Eureka

Denis Doherty

In 2004 at the 150th anniversary of the Eureka Stock-

In 1954, the 100th anniversary of the Eureka Stock-
ade, the Communist Party of Australia published a
portfolio of lino prints commemorating the event.
The introduction of to this portfolio reads:

This folio of lino-cuts produced by the Melbourne Popular
Art Group, pays tribute to a great occasion in our history
— the stand of the Ballarat miners in the Eureka Stockade.

At dawn on Sunday, 3 December 1854, a handful of
poorly-armed diggers stood within their flimsy wooden
stockade in defiance of the organised might of government,
army and police.

Their grievances had been acute: an unjust and oppres-
sive tax on their labour, enforced by a corrupt and brutal
administration in the election of which they had no choice.

Military victory went to the government — but the moral
victory was the diggers’.

Within one year of Eureka the tax they fought against
had been abolished, and the democratic reforms they
demanded had been granted. Within two years their leader,
Peter Lalor, at first declared an outlaw, had become their
representative in the Parliament their blood had won.

In remembering this anniversary, we celebrate men
standing together, in mateship, to defend their rights and
liberties. We celebrate the birthday of Australian democracy.

ade, the Party republished the lino prints with the permis-
sion of the artists or their relatives. The 2004 anniversary
introduction said in part:

As the Eureka Stockade 150th Anniversary dawns, the
struggles of the men of 1854 still resonates down the ages
to call on all Australians to join the march to protect demo-
cratic freedoms. The men of Eureka would be disappointed
to see their most cherished desire for democracy skewed
into a two-party dominance of the present day Australian
Parliaments. These parties rule for the same types who so
cruelly oppressed the gold miners at Ballarat in the 1850’s.

At the time, Karl Marx responded to Eureka:

“There are actually two big issues around which the
revolutionary movement in Victoria State is revolving.
The gold diggers are demanding the abolition of the gold
digging licences, ie of a tax directly imposed on labour;
secondly, they demand the abolition of the property
qualification for Members of the Chamber of Representa-
tives, in order themselves to obtain control over taxes
and legislation. Here we see, in essence, motives similar
to those which led to the Declaration of Independence of
the United States, except that in Australia the conflict is
initiated by the workers against the monopolists linked
with the colonial bureaucracy.” &

KA

150TH ANNIVERSARY
1854 — 2004

EUR

Australian fashion brands bring in billions,
yet don’t pay a living wage

As Black Friday and the hol-
iday shopping season came
and went, Oxfam Australia is
calling out major Australian
fashion brands that raked in
over $1 billion in revenue last
year while garment workers
who produce their clothing
remain underpaid.

According to Oxfam analysis,
Kmart Group, Big W, Cotton On,
Rip Curl, and Kathmandu owner
KMD, Myer, and Bonds parent
company Hanes all made over $1
billion in 2022-2023, yet still don’t
pay living wages to the women
working in their supply chains.

Oxfam’s analysis reveals:
« Kmart Group earned $10.6
billion in revenue last year,
yet workers in Bangladeshi
factories producing Kmart
apparel are paid as little as $6
per day.
» Big W recorded $4.8 billion
in sales, its fourth consecutive
year surpassing $4 billion
« Cotton On has consistently
made over $1.5 billion in sales
annually since 2015
Oxfam is intensifying its
demand for these profitable brands,
and others on their Company
Tracker, to expedite paying workers

a living wage. Despite seven years
of Oxfam’s advocacy through its
What She Makes campaign, many
brands still fail to pay workers
enough to live on.

Oxfam Australia’s Chief Execu-
tive, Lyn Morgain, condemned the
inequalities in the fashion industry,
pointing to the vast revenues of
some of Australia’s most popular
fashion brands compared to the
poverty-level wages paid to their
garment workers.

“Inequality is stark in the
fashion industry. Oxfam’s analysis
reveals a profound injustice — while
brands sales soar, the women who

make their clothes often live in
poverty, many being paid as little
as $6 a day,” said Morgain.

“The fashion industry is built
on entrenched exploitation. With
Black Friday and the holiday season
approaching, brands have a critical
opportunity to start paying work-
ers a living wage for their labour.
This is a vital step in addressing the
systemic inequalities that perpetu-
ate poverty.

“The women who make our
clothes have waited long enough.
Consumers have the right to know
their money supports brands that
treat workers fairly,” she added.

Last month, Oxfam congratu-
lated Lorna Jane for being the first
brand in the history of its What She
Makes campaign to pay a living
wage to all garment workers at their
one apparel factory. This win has
shown that paying a living wage
is not only possible, it’s essential.

Oxfam Australia emphasises
that these brands, benefiting from
significant revenue, must rapidly
accelerate their journey towards
living wages for garment workers
in their supply chains.

Oxfam Australia @&
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Marles, missiles and
a Canadian alliance

William Briggs

Australian Minister for
Defence, Richard Marles,
has shown yet again that he
will spare no effort in pre-
paring Australia for war. It
doesn’t faze him that there
is no threat. He helps cre-
ate a threat perception and
then acts.

Marles has just signed a deal
with his Canadian counterpart,
Bill Blair, to spend $474 million
on ‘researching emerging missile
threats.” As Blair said, “we’re going
to focus on countering hypersonic
weapon systems and under this
new agreement ... [we will be] very
closely tied in all of our efforts col-
lectively together.”

The focus of their research
will be on ‘potential adversaries’
in the Pacific region. This was the
thrust of a joint statement issued
by Marles and Blair. “As potential
adversaries continue to develop
more advanced missiles ... new
solutions are required to defeat
these threats.” The statement also
talks about a “shared objective of
security and stability in the Indo-
Pacific region and beyond.”

The statement highlighted the
“long history” of Canada-Australia
collaboration on defence science
and technology, including under
the Five Eyes intelligence gather-
ing alliance.

The ministers added that
the partnership “will fast-track
understanding of advanced mis-
sile technologies and inform next-
generation defence solutions.”

There is hardly a week that
passes that does not see Marles
smiling into the cameras as he
makes further preparations for
war. It might be to show how extra
spending on long range missiles is
in our ‘defence’ interests. It might
be to herald a new initiative to build
missiles in Australia, or to spruik
the advantages of handing over
control of our territory to the USA
in the Northern Territory.

The joint announcement in
Canada was made at the annual
summit meeting of the Halifax
International Security Forum
(HISF), an “annual summit for
international government and
military officials, academic experts,
authors and entrepreneurs,” held
in Halifax in Canada. It is organ-
ized by what is officially designated
as an independent, nonpartisan,
nonprofit organisation based, not
in Halifax, nor indeed in Canada,
but just across the border in Wash-
ington DC.

Minister for Defence, Richard Marles.
Photo: US DoD/Chad J McNeeley — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

It exists, according to its mis-
sion statement, ‘to strengthen
strategic cooperation among the
world’s democracies.’ It sets about
its task of defending democracy
through global security. As Marles
and Blair see it, democracy is best
served and defended through the
barrel of a gun.

Richard Marles’ eyes are never
far from the region and his pre-
occupation is always on saving us
from an advancing ‘China threat.’
He would not have been disappoint-
ed in the debates. The defenders
of freedom and democracy spent
a good deal of time and energy on
China and especially on Taiwan, but
the war against Russia was foremost
in the thinking of all. This became
abundantly clear when the former
president of Taiwan, Tsai Ing-wen,
addressed the forum.

Her speech focused, less on
Taiwan and the ‘Chinese threat’ and
more on Ukraine. A united front of
pro-US forces has solidified. She
argued that the United States must
‘prioritise helping Ukraine.’ She still
found time to talk of the potential
‘invasion’ from China, but stressed
that the USA “should do whatever
they can to help the Ukrainians ...
We [Taiwan] still have time.”

Sydney Vigil

The former Taiwanese leader
was assured that her words would
be heard. Peter Van Praag, founding
president of HISF, enthusiastically
declared that “what we have done
here, is basically given everybody a
sense of optimism ... We are going
to choose victory, and we are going
to work together as a community
of democracies, with the brave
Ukrainians and push Russia out
of Ukraine.”

As Van Praag was celebrating,
another meeting was taking place
in Canada. It was the 7oth Annual
session of the NATO Parliamentary
Assembly, held this year in Mon-
treal. There was predictable talk
of “shared democratic values” and
opposition to “autocratic powers”
(other than the autocratic powers
not on the US naughty list).

Anti-NATO and pro-Palestinian
demonstrations met the meet-
ing. Canadian PM Justin Tru-
deau denounced the violence on
the streets while protesters were
baton-charged and tear-gassed,
democratically of course.

For Richard Marles, his Cana-
dian tour was a success. For Aus-
tralian working people who are up
for $474 billion spent on escalating
tensions, less so. @
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Adding insult to injury

As the year draws to a close, corporations and their compliant
governments are taking humanity closer to self-destruction.
Developing countries went to the COP29 UN climate summit
in Baku, Azerbaijan in good faith. The main focus of COP29
was a “loss and damage” fund for developing nations to
address climate change. Developed countries washed their
hands of their historical and moral imperative of their respon-
sibility. Developing countries were seeking US$1.3 trillion per
annum by 2035. The summit concluded on 24 November with
developed countries aiming to deliver a paltry $300 billion per
year to developing countries by 2035 to drastically reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and protect lives and livelihoods
from the worsening impacts of climate change.

Australia, one of the largest exporters of fossil fuels
announced it would contribute a pathetic AU$50 million. This
is a government that can find hundreds of billions of dollars for
the military industrial complex and billions in subsidies for fos-
sil fuel corporations.

“I regret to say that this document is nothing more than an opti-
cal illusion. This, in our opinion, will not address the enormity
of the challenge we all face.” Indian delegation representative
Chandni Raina told the closing plenary session of the sum-
mit. Nigeria backed India’s stance and termed the finance
deal a “joke”. Negotiators from the Least Developed Countries
(LDC) group and the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS)
stormed out of the meeting of the heads of delegation, say-
ing they were being “ignored” during consultations. They are
among the very worst impacted by this climate crisis.

Adding insult to injury, much of the funding will not come
from governments but from sharks like the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund with all the usual conditions
attached. Developing countries spend more of their budgets
on maintaining the status quo repairing damaged roads and
bridges, rehousing flood victims, leaving less to provide basic
services without going further into debt. The real beneficiar-
ies are private contractors in developed countries who are
brought in to build climate-resilient infrastructure.

Climate change is here now. Climate is already a matter of
life and death for millions of people. Pacific Island coast lines
are receding. Extreme weather is already costing vulnerable
island nations US$100 to US$500 billion in damage each year.
It is estimated that it will rise to US$1 trillion annually by 2030.

2024 is on track to be the hottest on record after an extend-
ed streak of exceptionally high monthly global mean
temperatures, according to the World Meteorological
Organization. Developing nations are experiencing dispro-
portionate suffering and loss. They are the most vulnerable to
climate change. Millions are going hungry in southern Africa
following an unprecedented drought that devastated crops.
Zimbabwe lost 80 per cent of its crops, Zambia 70 per cent. In
2022, catastrophic floods in Pakistan forced almost 8 million
people to leave their homes and forced another 20 million to
seek immediate humanitarian aid.

Europe, the fastest-warming continent, has experienced
record flooding in the east. Record flooding in parts of Asia
and Europe is outpacing predictions. Unprecedented bush-
fires, drought, floods and heatwaves are happening in different
parts of Australia.

As a report from the Grantham Research Institute says,
“Humanity is at a crossroads — a moment of great risk and
great opportunity. One path leads to attractive growth and
development; the other to great difficulties and destruction. As
shown by each successive report from the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, climate change is occurring at
a faster pace than previously anticipated, the impacts and
damage are greater than foreseen, and the time for remedial
action is rapidly narrowing.”

The Australian government must stop approving new fossil
fuel projects and accelerate the transition to renewables.
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On Cuba

Dear Guardian Editor,

Thank you for your coverage of Cuba.
I went on the Southern Cross Brigade at

the end of last year. Thanks to all, including

Bob Treasure who made it possible. It was

brilliant. T have the latest flyer in front of

me. The website is cubabrigade.org and the
email is southerncrossbrigade@gmail.com

Cuba continues to suffer from the illegal
US blockade. Under wretched Trump (I call
him Caligula) it could get worse. That means
we need to show more solidarity. Bravo to
Vijay Prashad who was recently here talk-
ing about the excellent book he wrote with
Noam Chomsky, On Cuba, to do just that.

Thanks to Ivan and Adriana who made
our trip such a pleasure and adventure.
Such good memories ... singing ‘My Island
Home’ at nearly every school and coopera-
tive we visited.

On this flyer it says it costs $2500. This
is extraordinary for about 6 weeks. Please go,
and read the terrific book called On Cuba.

I have so many impressions and memo-
ries and stories from the trip. Readers are
welcome to contact me about my experience.

In what other country does the leader
march in a demonstration for Palestine?

Viva Cuba!
With best wishes...
Stephen Langford
(Any readers wanting to contact Stephen can
write to editor@cpa.org.au and we will pass on
contact details)

Foreign policy
in the Trump era

Dear Comrade Editor,

I read the article “Trump, Israel, and
dark days for Palestine” (#2126, 25
November) with a mixture of anger
and sadness that this campaign of
genocide and expansionism has been
able to continue for nearly 15 months.
In particular, I felt little surprise in
seeing, based off the rhetoric of Marco
Rubio and co, that the Trump admin-
istration will double down on the US’s
support of this.

Guardian

Recent reports that Israel has continued
strikes in Lebanon despite a ceasefire agree-
ment being drawn between themselves and
Hezbollah only serve to further demonstrate
Israel’s blatant disregard for international
law, and as a precedent for the depravity and
destruction that a far-right US government
will enable (and no doubt drag Australia into).

For me this truly brings home the point
that, especially in this period of transition
between the Biden and second Trump
administration, any Australian government
with a shred of moral integrity would take
this opportunity to reconsider the influence
they allow the US to have on its defence and
foreign policy. This should first and foremost
manifest in tearing up the AUKUS agree-
ment and redirecting the billions of dollars
from this to fund schools, health services,
and so on.

In solidarity,

R. O Ceallaigh

Book Review

On Cuba: Reflections on 70 Years of Revolution and Struggle
by Noam Chomsky and Vijay Prashad

Graham Holton

On Cuba is a great introduc-
tion to modern Cuba and the
problems it currently faces.
Having taught Cuban history
at university level, I recom-
mend it highly for those new to
Cuba, and for those who keep
in touch with current events.

Chomsky and Prashad began
this book with a taped conversation,
which they then edited. Drawing
on declassified documentation,
the authors clearly demonstrate
an understanding of the long his-
tory of US hostility and aggression
towards Cuba, providing an impor-
tant insight into how US imperial-
ism works in contemporary Latin
America.

Examining the attacks, aggres-
sion, and sanctions since 1959 leads
the reader to wonder what the Car-
ibbean Island had done to deserve
such constant onslaught and hatred.

Cuba’s only crime is being a socialist
country close to the world’s largest
capitalist economy. Cuba commit-
ted the unpardonable sin of “defy-
ing” the US by not conforming, as
did the rest of Latin America, which
obeys US suzerainty in the region as
tributary states, through economic,
political and military means. The
US State Department, the Penta-
gon and the CIA have never ceased
trying to overthrow its communist
government.

Throughout its nefarious past,
the US government has never
uttered, or showed, any remorse for
the violence and horrific crimes it
has forced upon the Cuban people.
It is a hostility originating from an
ideological difference — capital-
ism vs communism. If socialist
Cuba succeeded it would hold
up for questioning how the US
treats its poor, minorities, native
peoples, women, and its LGBTQ+
community.

As the authors correctly point
out, Castro did not reveal that
he was a Marxist-Leninist until
after the failed CIA-sponsored
Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961. The
end of the Cold War thirty years
later followed with the Torricelli
Act (1992) and the Helms-Burton
Act (1996) that strengthened the
blockade on Cuba in an attempt
to cripple its economy, while call-
ing for a regime change. It failed.

In 1995 the Clinton adminis-
tration’s US Strategic Command
(STRATCOM) put forward in
“Essentials of Post-Cold War
Deterrence” that the government
had to create a national persona
of irrationality and vindictiveness
towards those it is in conflict with.
Four years later the National Secu-
rity Strategy for a New Century
stated that the US was “exerting
our leadership abroad,” an indi-
cation it was getting tougher. In
2003 President Bush set up the

Commission for Assistance to a
Free Cuba, to prevent the Revo-
lution surviving after the Castro
brothers.

As President Donald Trump
implemented 243 new sanctions.
In 2018 the US National Security
Adviser, John Bolton, concocted
the term “Troika of Tyranny,”
which included “Cuba, Nicaragua
and Venezuela.” In 2020 West-
ern Union suspended delivery of
remittances to the island, impact-
ing 2.3 million people. Cuba’s
treatment was no better under
President Joe Biden.

Much of the information in
this book has been written about
elsewhere, but a few areas are
worth discussing. A review in
Kirkus Reviews criticises the
authors for “sugarcoating” Cuba’s
homophobic history in the 1950s.
What the reviewer fails to explain
is that the Cuban government
had been misled by US and UK

psychiatrists, who argued that
homosexuality was a psychiatric
abnormality, then a widespread
belief elsewhere. Once the Cuban
government discovered this was
not the case, the LGBTQ+ com-
munity was accepted. Today
queer literature and arts are well
established in Cuba.

What is important to under-
stand, but not mentioned by Chom-
sky and Prashad, is that Cuba has
been fighting attacks from various
nations besides the US. Documents
released in 2021 show that Britain
supplied information to the US
secret service to help overthrow
the government and stop Cuba’s
assistance to liberation movements
in Africa.

This book is timely. Donald
Trump has been elected president
and his administration will be
ardently anti-socialist Cuba. &
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Interviewer: Jim Shaw

How do the Cuban people view the
re-election of Donald Trump as US
President, and what does a second
Trump administration mean for US-
Cuba relations?

Every advance made during the previ-
ous period was not only erased by Trump’s
first administration, but worsened. His is a
policy of maximum pressure that even used
the COVID-19 pandemic as an ally. During
the pandemic the US didn’t allow us to get
ventilators and medical oxygen. Even before
the pandemic, we were already suffering the
impact of Trump’s administration . Over 290
measures were applied against Cuba. He put
us back on the State Sponsors of Terrorism
list, strengthened sanctions against oil and
shipping companies that export resources to
us, and tightened commercial and financial
persecution. He also applied Title III of the
Helms-Burton Act — I strongly recommend
that you read about this and the impact it has
on potential investors, and tourism.

All of this put our economy in a very
vulnerable position in the face of the upcom-
ing pandemic, even though we had better
numbers facing COVID-19 than the US, and
we were able to create not only two, but
five vaccine candidates, resulting in three
vaccines that were administered in Cuba
and also internationally. We were one of
the first nations to produce a COVID vac-
cine (and the first in Latin America), one
of the first two nations to achieve a 9o per
cent vaccination rate, and the first nation
that vaccinated children from as young as
2 years old. We also managed to create our
own ventilators, and we even helped over
40 nations, including developed countries,
to combat the pandemic. We achieved these,
among many other outstanding results
during that period, while facing the most
hostile policy against our nation by the main
western power.

During Biden’s administration, there
was almost no change in that policy, so it has
been just as criminal as Trump’s. Now again,
with Trump the odds are really bad, but at
least we already know what he is capable of
doing, and we have been under such siege
that there is little he can do to worsen his
approach towards us. He recently appointed
Marco Rubio (a well-known anti-Cuban con-
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himself has declared in prior years that
under Trump’s previous administration, he
was the mastermind of his policy towards
Cuba, so we expect high levels of hostility.
The degenerative impact of the blockade
(mostly in the last three decades and even
more in the last seven years) has generated
serious damage, including in critical sectors
like the electrical system. It is one of the main
reasons why our power grid does not receive
proper maintenance and at proper intervals;
one of the main causes of the instability of
fuel supplies here; the main limitation in
our recovery from the impact of any natural
disasters or emergencies.

It is a crucial factor to take into account in
relation to every single aspect of what Cuba
is suffering right now. It is a policy that has
been generating so much harm, and for too
much time, and is still being implemented
against any legal or moral justification, and
against the will of the vast majority of the
global community. The only party that dares

Southern Cross Cuba Brigade 2022-2023. Ivan on the right.
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policy is Israel ... you can draw your own
conclusions about this.

As communists, we are committed
to principles of solidarity and interna-
tionalism. How can we, as your com-
rades in Australia, support the Cuban
people both now and into the future?

Keep spreading the word about what the
US has been doing to Cuba, and establish
links between this and other events that
have taken place in the world, including in
your own area. Learn about the history of
cooperation and solidarity that Cuba shares
with the world, including with Australia.
Understand us, with all our complexities
and nuances. The Cuban Revolution is not
a perfect work — it has its contradictions, its
mistakes, virtues and challenges. It is still an
ongoing process in the face of US imperial-
ism. Of course, raising funds and material
donations would be a relief during these
difficult times, but raising consciousness
and sensitising more and more people, and

really important for breaking down the unfair
blockade brick by brick.

Thanks so much for your responses
and your time Ivan. Our hearts are
with the Cuban people now and for-
ever. iVenceremos!

If you are interested in the project
of building solidarity with Cuba, please
consider reaching out to the Austral-
ia-Cuba Friendship Society (ACFS),
which has several branches across
Australia. If you want to go one step
further and see the achievements of
the Cuban Revolution for yourself, the
annual Southern Cross Brigade offers
its brigadistas the trip of a lifetime,
while also lending valuable material
support to the Cuban people. Infor-
mation about the trip can be found on
the Southern Cross Brigade website
(www.cubabrigade.org).

gressman) as his Secretary of State. Rubio

to support the US in its vile and arbitrary

mobilising around this noble cause is also

Jim Shaw &

Trump and the coming economic crisis

William Briggs

A damoclean sword hangs over
the head of the global econo-
my. Its name is Trump. The
president-elect’s economic
policies of trade war, tariffs,
and protectionism will hurt
everyone, in every country;
including the USA. Entire
industries will be decimated.
Jobs will be shed. There will
be a deadly race to the bottom.

Trump becomes president on
20 January 2025. Economists and
governments are scrambling to find
some hope in what appears to be
a hopeless situation. Australian
‘experts’ point to the significant
trade surplus the USA enjoys and
hope we might get an exemption.
Even if this does come to pass,
then it would be cold comfort. The
economies that Australia trades
with might not be so ‘fortunate.’
Our economy is overwhelmingly
dependent on extractive industries.
If a trading partner is feeling an
economic pinch, then it uses less

of the raw materials that Australia
provides. The result is a shrinking
Australian economy. That means
less money for services, fewer jobs,
greater hardship for the working
class. It means the ugly face of
capital laid bare.

While Trump is declaring
economic war on all countries,
his special target is China. China
is the biggest threat to American
domination of the global economy.
As a special target, the Chinese
economy will suffer.

China lives in and with the
world capitalist economy. Like
other states, it is trying to find
buffers, small and large areas of
economic relations that can shield
it from the worst that is to come, as
it faces possible 60 per cent tariffs
on all goods exported to the USA.
As all countries react, then the cost
of doing business everywhere will
grow. Profits across the globe will
fall. GDP growth will shrink. Free
trade between states and blocs will
be threatened.

Australia and China are major

trading partners. Australia, espe-
cially, relies on China to survive as
an economy. Any serious contrac-
tions in the Chinese economy will
spell massive trouble for Australia.

How Australia reacts to the
looming crisis of a global trade war
will be telling. It can keep its fingers
crossed and hope for a magical ‘get-
out-of-gaol-free’ card in the form
of a US tariff exemption. It might
cling to the hope that Australia
could export massively into the US
economy. This ignores one impor-
tant fact. Nobody wins in a trade
war. The US economy will weaken
as well as those it will be fighting.
Australian raw materials will find
limited markets in a contracting US
economy and a shrinking American
industrial base.

The idea that the US might
rescue Australia is very much a
flawed vision.

The logical approach would
be to shore up its two-way trade
arrangements with China. Feel-
ers have been out by China in this
regard. The Chinese ambassador to

Australia, Xiao Quian, in a speech
marking the 10th anniversary of
the Australia-China comprehensive
strategic partnership, pointedly
remarked that ties were ‘back to
the right track’ after the period of
a limited trade war with Australia.

The ambassador stressed that
a Trump presidency should not
damage the relationship between
Australia and China.

These are words that make
sense but are increasingly difficult
ones for Australia to act upon. It is
entirely logical to improve relations
in all areas with China and with
all nations in the region. But, for
any economy that is tied into the
global capitalist system, and that
includes China, there is another
logic to be considered. Alliances
are often fragile things. Australia,
in hitching its wagon to the USA
accepted its subservient place in
the hierarchy. There was a price
to pay but it has meant that 25 per
cent of total global flow of capital
into Australia in the form of foreign
direct investment comes from the

USA. It is not a figure that is set
in concrete. US politicians have
never been shy about reminding
us of that fact.

China certainly offers stability
as a trading partner but its foreign
investment accounts for just four
per cent.

Australia needs China and its
economy to continue to grow and
develop. Trade war threatens this.
Important sections of Australian
capital know that their futures are in
China-Australian relations remain-
ing profitable. At the same time,
the Australian capitalist state, and
its ruling class are unlikely to risk
the acrimony that such a change in
line would bring down upon their
heads. Such are the contradic-
tions of capitalist relations. The
damoclean sword that hangs over
the global economy makes those
contradictions even sharper. &
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Graham Holton

The 29th United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP 29) was held
from 11 to 22 November 2024. Its aim
was to meet the Paris Agreement goal
of limiting global temperature rise to
1.5 C°, by building consensus on cli-
mate finance, transparency and sup-
porting the Less Developed Countries
(LDCs) in their transition from fossil
fuels. These annual meetings are the
world’s only multilateral decision-
making forum on climate change. Dr
Amna bint Abdullah Al Dahak, UAE
Minister of Climate Change and Envi-
ronment called the Global Cooling
Pledge “not just an agreement; it’s a
lifeline,” with the potential to collec-
tively reduce emissions by nearly 78
billion tonnes by 2050.

COP 29 took place in Azerbaijan, an oil
and gas-rich nation. In a keynote speech
the nation’s president, Ilham Aliyev, called
fossil fuels a “gift from God.” A coalition of
NGOs, the Kick the Big Polluters Out (KBPO)
group, found that more than 1,700 people
who attended COP 29 were linked to fossil
fuel interests.

The opening plenary session on 19
November 2024 was stalled by Brazil, South
Africa, India, and China, who wanted CBAMs
to be on the COP agenda. CBAM is the EU
carbon tariff to penalise countries that export
emission-intensive commodities but have no
carbon pricing policies.

Finance is critical in supporting climate
action and energy transition. A UN Advisory
group claims that global climate action will
need up to US$6.7 trillion a year by 2030,
of which: US$1.6 trillion is needed for clean
energy; US$250 million for climate adapta-
tion; US$250 million for loss and damage;
US$300 million for sustainable agriculture
and natural capital; US$40 million for energy
transition; and US$100 billion to support
climate mitigation. The “G77 and China”
group suggested that US$1.3 trillion was
needed to offset the impact of climate change.

After two weeks of marathon negotia-
tions, with countries walking out on the last

COP 29’s
$300 billion insult!
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“1ittle more than
an optical illusion”

day, the target of US$1.3 trillion per annum
by 2035 was not adopted. Instead, the LDCs
will receive US$300 billion per annum by
2035. The majority will come from private
investments, and levies on fossil fuels and
frequent flyers. That sounds like a lot, but is
not much compared with the problems it’s
meant to address.

US President Joe Biden said the COP
29 agreement was a “historic outcome.”
EU climate envoy, Wopke Hoekstra, said
it would be remembered as “the start of a
new era for climate finance.” The devel-
oped nations would be “taking the lead” to
provide the US$300 billion, implying that
other countries would also have to take up
the burden. Mark Howden, director of the

ANU’s Institute for Climate, Energy, and
Disaster Solutions, said that in comparison
to the US$300 billion, fossil fuel subsidies
amounted to “US$7 trillion a year.”
Kenya’s Mohamed Adow, director of
Power Shift Africa, said: “With no real money
on the table, and vague and unaccountable
promises of funds to be mobilised, they are
trying to shirk their climate finance obliga-
tions.” Adow added that, “poor countries
needed to see clear, grant-based, climate
finance” and this “was sorely lacking.”
India’s Chandni Raina called the aid package
“a paltry sum” and that it was “little more
than an optical illusion.” Sierra Leone’s
Environment Minister, Jiwoh Abdulai, said
the deal showed a “lack of goodwill” by rich

countries to stand by the world’s poorest
as they confront rising seas and harsher
droughts. Nigeria’s Nkiruka Maduekwe
called it “an insult.”

Trump’s second presidency loomed over
COP 29. Wood Mackenzie Energy Analytics
believes that the US will be even “further
away from net zero emissions.” Tom Ste-
venson writes in London Review of Books:
“A second Trump term is clearly a disaster
for the scant existing international effort to
co-ordinate climate response.”

COP 30 will be held in Belem on the
Amazon River, so Brazil’s President Lula can
show off his Green policies. With the fossil
fuel exporting countries deeply embedded
in COP discussions, hopes are not high. &

Israel is in the late stages of
ethnic cleansing of the North
Gaza governorate, Oxfam says.
For fifty days, Israel has pre-
vented Oxfam, its partners,
and other humanitarian agen-
cies from delivering life-saving
aid to thousands of starving
people in north Gaza.

Amitabh Behar, Oxfam Execu-
tive Director, said: “Our staff in
Gaza have been desperately trying
for nearly two months to reach
starving civilians but have been
blocked by the Israeli military.
We know that many children are
trapped and will be starving to
death.

“Israel’s ethnic cleansing of the
North Gaza governorate proves
once again that it is operating
with impunity from the dictates of
international law. It is laying infra-
structure for a long-term military
presence — a de facto annexation
of the land — and burning any
remaining hope of a just and peace-
ful solution.

“The international community
remains impotent and, in some
cases, fully complicit. This is a dark
moment in history as Israel is sub-
jecting thousands of men, women,

Oxfam: No aid or access as
Israel intensifies ethnic cleansing

and children to starvation as a
weapon of war while world lead-
ers look on in full awareness and
choose to do nothing,” Behar said.

Around 50-75,000 people are
trapped there without access to
food, water, or power. Israel claims
them as combatants because they
have not left, or been able to. It is
impossible to know how people are
surviving there or how many are
dying, including from malnutrition.

There have been no fully com-
pleted UN food missions into North
Gaza governate since 6 October.
All kitchens and bakeries have
shut down and nutritional work
suspended, including support pro-
grams for child malnutrition and
for pregnant and breastfeeding
women. Israeli authorities have
rejected all UN attempts to send
in emergency medics and provide
fuel to keep water and sanitation
services operating.

An Oxfam worker said: “The
north is cut off — Jabalia, Beit Lahia,
Beit Hanoun — there is only chaos
and confusion, hunger and death.
In the north, no one can help those
people — no one — no food, no elec-
tricity, only famine. It’s horrific to
contemplate.”

Oxfam’s partner, Juzoor, still
has staff working in the north.
Its Executive Director, Dr Umai-
yeh Khammash, said that recent
Israeli bombardments have hit a
Juzoor-run homeless shelter “caus-
ing panic and chaos,” along with
one of Juzoor’s 15 health points
“destroying equipment and burn-
ing medicines,” and also a food
and medical storage facility the
organisation runs.

Dr Khammash said Juzoor staff
“are stronger than us and send
messages saying thank God there
is something we can do.” They
are still providing some medical
support from their centres that
remain open, including helping
women give birth. He described
people going without any food and
children dying of malnutrition. To
date, Juzoor has lost ten staff killed
by Israeli bombing.

Oxfam is part of the Food
Security Cluster, made up of UN
and international agencies, all of
whom have been continually denied
permission to enter the North Gaza
governorate since Israel escalated
its military siege there on 6 Octo-
ber. Oxfam had received 1,840 food
parcels and, had permission been

granted, could have trucked in 800
parcels immediately — a shipment
would have served 5,600 people
with food.

Around 100,000 people have
recently fled north Gaza under
Israeli forced displacement orders.
Oxfam staff trying to support them
have heard harrowing testimonies.
Israeli soldiers have told people
fleeing “don’t dream of northern
Gaza again” and made false prom-
ises of food being available at the
end of their forced marches out. A
man from Beit Hanoun described
living in a damaged school with his
young son, having to sift insects
from flour to make dough and
lighting fires inside a classroom
for fear of attracting the attention
of military drones outside.

Another person told Oxfam:
“There was an elderly man in a
wheelchair whose chair got stuck
in the sand. The soldiers ordered
us to move on without him.”

An Oxfam staff member said
that the forcible transfers south
into the neighbouring region
around Gaza City have created
overcrowding to such a degree that
conditions there are now “famine-
like.” Despite being in charge of

Oxfam’s aid distributions in the
north, he himself is only able to
have one daily meal, consisting of
one item. He has been displaced
ten times in a year.

He said: “There is no market
in Gaza city. We are in famine-like
conditions here too. Last week, we
had 280 food parcels and hope to
deliver them here this week. The
people who have been displaced
from the north are in a really shock-
ing state. Meanwhile, the southern
part of Gaza is like another country
entirely separated from us.”

Across the entirety of Gaza,
including the south, an average
of 37 trucks of aid entered each
day last month, 69 a day in the
first week of November. Before 7
October, 500 trucks a day of aid
and commercial items used to cross
into Gaza.

Oxfam is demanding an imme-
diate, unconditional, and perma-
nent ceasefire, and immediate
access for humanitarian aid to
north Gaza. Access to aid must be
scaled up across all of Gaza and
Palestinians must be given the
freedom to move home, rebuild,
and live in peace free of occupation
or blockade. @&
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Looking for gifts or a good summer read while
serving a progressive cause? Try Shop@CPA.
We have a range of books, t-shirts, lapel pins
and other merchandise.

ENVIRONMENT

Green Strategy: Path to Fundamental
Transformation
By Marc Brodine

Green Strategy links environmental issues to other
struggles and applies lessons from past struggles. It
explores the interwoven environmental problems
caused by the imbalance between humanity and the
natural world on which humanity depends. The roots
of our environmental crises are identified as lying in
capitalism. Brodine puts forward a number of positive
proposals for building the necessary coalitions and alli-
ances with other movements. A very interesting and
useful contribution towards the understanding of the
complexity of climate change and its all-encompassing
impact on every aspect of life.

International Publishers NY 2018, paperback,
293 pages $36

Fighting for the Future
By Dr Hannah Middleton

This attractive booklet is a call to action to save
our planet and humanity.

It argues that humanity is at a crossroads. The
insatiable drive for profits by capitalism is leading to
irreversible and catastrophic climate change. Capitalist
governments — and the giant corporations they work
for — are refusing to act on the warnings of the great
majority of the world’s leading scientists.

A popular movement for change is growing around
the world. It aims to dismantle the destructive policies
that have led us to this uniquely perilous moment of
human history, and to move toward a world system
that gives priority to human rights and needs. The
stakes in the bitter class war that is taking shape are
immense and arise from the nature of capitalism.
Capitalism is an unsustainable system.

The booklet insists that we must confront the real-
ity that what we do now will forever alter the course of
humanity and all life on Earth. Now more than ever
we must fight for a better system. Our lives are more
important than their profits.

New Age Publishers, paperback, 44 pages, $10

REVOLUTION

State and Revolution
By Vladimir Lenin

The concept of the state is fundamental to under-
standing capitalist society and the revolutionary proc-
ess. This important booklet clarifies what Engels and
Marx said about the conditions in which the state
exists and its role in class society. Lenin counters the
distortions that are propagated by capitalist writers
and explains the well-known term “withering away
of the state.”

International Publishers, paperback, 103 pages, $18

Birth of The Communist Manifesto
By Karl Marx & Frederick Engels
Edited with an introduction by Dirk J Struik
This publication contains the full text of the Com-
munist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
with early drafts by Engels and other supplementary
material. It has an invaluable introduction by Professor
Struik that assists with understanding the Manifesto
and the context in which it was conceived and writ-
ten. A must read for anyone wishing to understand
Marxism, and still very relevant today.
International Publishers, paperback, 103 pages,
$20

Ten Days that Shook the World
By John Reed

In this iconic work, John Reed provides a first-
hand riveting description of the extraordinary events
that occurred in the lead-up to and during the Revo-
lution that resulted in the Bolsheviks seizing power.
The book was first published in March 1919, and this
edition was published for the centenary of the Revolu-
tion. It includes an introduction by Lenin written at
the end of 1919, a preface by M K Krupskaya written
in 1923 and a new foreword by David Laibman. It
also has an interesting piece about the author John
Reed by Howard Lawson, which raises some ques-
tions for today.

International Publishers, paperback, 430 pages, $45

POLITICAL ECONOMY

Imperialism, The Highest Stage of Capitalism
by Vladimir Lenin

One hundreds years after it was written, the clas-
sic Marxist theory of imperialism, as articulated in
Lenin’s publication: Imperialism, The Highest Stage
of Capitalism, remains the best framework to under-
stand capitalism’s international political economy.
Subsequent capitalist development shows the key
aspects of Lenin’s thesis to be correct. It remains an
essential starting point for understanding the prin-
cipal international developments today.

International Publishers, paperback, 128 pages, $18

Frederick Engels on Capital
By Frederick Engels
Capital, also known as Das Kapital, is one of the
most iconic works by the great revolutionary Karl
Marx and fundamental to understanding capitalism
and Marxist political economy. It revealed and sub-
stantiated the source of surplus value and exploitation
of workers, the true source of private profits. This
publication provides a clear outline of the essentials
covered in the three volumes of Das Capital.
International Publishers, paperback, 108 pages, $14

All prices include postage within Australia.
Available online at cpa.org.au/shop
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@ Global Briefs

ANGOLA: With less than two months to go before
he is out of office, US President Joe Biden visited
Angola from 2-4 December. “This is a historic trip”, a
White House official said. “It marks the first visit of a
US president to Africa in nearly a decade, since 2015.
And also, importantly, this is the first-ever visit by a
sitting US president to Angola,” the official added.
Commenting on the true purpose of Biden’s trip to
the region in the twilight of his presidency, Professor
Alexis Habiyaremye, Research Chair in Industrial
Development at the University of Johannesburg said:
“Biden’s visit is admittedly intended to counter the
growing influence of China on the continent, but it does
not take a rocket scientist to understand that it's too
late for anyone to weaken, let alone break the bond
between China and Africa.”

SYRIA: The armed forces of Syria and Russia have
destroyed five headquarters and seven weapons
depots of terrorists in the provinces of Aleppo and
Idlib in the past 24 hours, the general command of the
Syrian army said. “As a result of air strikes, cannon
and rocket artillery of the Syrian Army in coordina-
tion with friendly forces on terrorist positions and their
supply routes in the provinces of Aleppo and Idlib,
five headquarters and seven warehouses with ammu-
nition and drones were destroyed,” the military said
in a statement. Syrian and Russian troops have also
eliminated more than 400 terrorists, including foreign
mercenaries.

JAPAN: The US is planning to set up temporary
bases along Japan’s Nansei island chain to deploy
missile units to be prepared for a possible contin-
gency on Taiwan, Kyodo news agency reported. A
US coastal defence regiment equipped with a highly
mobile multiple launch rocket system will be deployed
along the island chain that stretches from Kagoshima
and Okinawa prefectures to Taiwan. The Japan Self-
Defense Forces will primarily handle logistic support,
including fuel and ammunition.

BELGIUM: This EU country became the first in the
world to allow sex workers to sign formal employment
contracts and gain the same rights as other profes-
sions. The industry was decriminalised in 2022. The
move allows sex workers to access health insurance,
paid leave, maternity benefits, unemployment support
and pensions, as well as establishing rules on working
hours, pay, and safety measures.

INDIA: Amazon staff took part in strike action calling
for better wages and working conditions as the com-
pany prepares for one of the busiest shopping periods
of the year. The walkout on so-called Black Friday,
which starts one of the biggest shopping weekends of
the year, was repeated at Amazon warehouses in other
countries as workers called for higher wages, better
working conditions, and union rights.

SPAIN: Tens of thousands people marched in Valencia
to mark a month since the devastating floods and
demand the resignation of regional officials. The pro-
test was the second major march calling on regional
president Carlos Mazon to resign. Many flood survivors
are angry with what they consider negligent or inept
handling of the disaster, in which 230 people died.




14 9 December 2024

Guardian

Who are the Syrian
Jihadist

Graham Holton

On 27 November, Jihadists attacked
Aleppo, Syria’s second largest city.
Hundreds have been killed and the
UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said Aleppo’s
two key public hospitals were full of
patients. The Jihadist coalition is led
by Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), along with
the Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP), the
Syrian National Army (SNA), which is
loyal to Ankara, and Turkestan and
Uyghur rebel groups. It is the first
time in four years that Jihadist forc-
es have broken out of the province of
Idlib since the end of the Syrian Civil
War, in which 500,000 were killed
and 6 million made refugees.

The offensive has unified the various
extremist factions in Syria’s north west,
which plan to advance on Damascus, the
capital, after the fall of Aleppo. HTS wants
to establish fundamentalist Islamic rule in
Syria. It is a Sunni Islamist militant and
political group, originally known as Jabhat
al-Nusra, a former affiliate of Al Qaeda.
ISIS black flags have been seen amongst
the jihadists. HTS has released political
prisoners from Aleppo and kidnapped
Kurdish girls. Turkey, a major backer of
Syrian opposition groups, has denied any
involvement in the offensive.

President Bashar Al-Assad’s Syrian forces
are pushing back against the Islamists, with
Assad asking Russia and Iran for assistance.
Assad said Syria will continue to “defend
its stability and territorial integrity against
terrorists and their supporters.” Most likely
Syria will defeat the rebels no matter how
intensive their attacks are. After an advisor
to Syrian forces, Brigadier General Kioumars
Pourhashemi of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) was killed, Iranian
Foreign Minister, Abbas Araghchi, said Iran
would continue to support Damascus.

3

Russia’s state news agency Tass says
Russian warplanes have killed hundreds of
militants in Aleppo, including two senior
Jihadist commanders. Russia had been
distracted by its conflict in Ukraine and was
unprepared for this assault. The Kremlin has
since dismissed the commander of Russian
forces in Syria, General Sergei Kisel, amid
“significant” losses.

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) are
a US partner consisting of Kurdish fighters
known as the Peoples’ Protection Units (YPG).
They are fighting to defend the Kurds, and
Christian groups in the city.

US National Security adviser, Jake Sul-
livan, said in an interview on CNN’s State

Rebels?
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Russian soldiers of the International Mine Action Center in Aleppo. Photo: Mil.ru — flickr.com (CC BY 4.0)

of the Union: “We were not surprised that
these rebels would try to take advantage of
a new situation, in which the Syrian gov-
ernment’s main backers, Iran, Russia, and
Hezbollah, were all distracted and weakened
by conflicts and events elsewhere.” This has
left Syria “in a weaker strategic position.”
Sullivan called it “a complicated situation.”
That’s an understatement.

The sudden uprising has been seen by
some as the direct result of Israel’s offensive
against Hezbollah in Lebanon and Iranian
forces, upsetting the political and military
balance in Syria. Hours before the rebel
attack on Aleppo, Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
spokesman Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari said

in a press conference: “If Syria helps Hezbol-
lah to rebuild, they will pay direct prices. Not
only the convoys will be attacked, but there
will be prices to pay in Syria as well.” Iran
has since accused Israel of being behind the
Jihadist uprising.

Haidar Mustafa writes in the Cradle.
Co that Damascus is supported by the Arab
League and several Persian Gulf states. They
do not want a return to Jihadist wars that
would destabilise Lebanon and Iraq. US and
British forces continue to operate in Syria
against the Jihadists. The US, Britain, France,
and Germany are calling for a de-escalation
in the fighting. &

Yemen: US airstrikes aren’t working

Vijay Prashad

On 14 November 2023, a
month into Israel’s genocidal
attack on Gaza, Abdul-Malik
al-Houthi, one of the leaders
of Ansar Allah and of the gov-
ernment of Yemen, delivered
a speech on Al-Masirah tel-
evision. “Our eyes are open
to constant monitoring and
searching for any Israeli ship,”
he said. “The enemy relies on
camouflage in its movement
in the Red Sea, especially in
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Bab al-Mandab, and [does]
not dare to raise Israeli flags
on its ships.” The Bab al-Man-
dab, the Gate of Grief, is the
14-nautical-mile wide water-
way between Djibouti and
Yemen. What is interesting is
that, by United Nations treaty,
a country claims 12 nautical
miles as its territorial limit, so
a large part of the waters are
within Yemen’s jurisdiction.

Five days later, Yemeni com-
mandos flew in a helicopter over
Galaxy Leader, a cargo ship regis-
tered in the Bahamas, operated by
the Japanese NYK shipping line but
partially owned by Abraham Ungar
(one of Israel’s richest men). The
ship is still held within Yemen’s
territorial waters with its 25 crew
members as hostages. This assault
on Galaxy Leader, and several
other Israeli-owned vessels, halted
the traffic of goods to the Port of
Eliat, which sits at the end of the
Gulf of Aqaba. Squeezed between
Egypt and Jordan, this port, the
only non-Mediterranean Sea access
for Israel, no longer has the level
of cargo ships it had before Octo-
ber 2023. It is almost bankrupt.
Over the course of the past year,
the port has been hit by drone and
missile strikes from Bahrain, Iraq,
and Yemen.

US STRIKES ARE
NOT WORKING

Yemen’s government said that
it would desist from any attack if

Israel stopped its genocidal war
against the Palestinians. Since the
Israeli attack continues, Yemen’s
attacks have also continued. These
Yemeni attacks have provoked
massive assaults on Yemen’s
already fragile infrastructure —
including an Israeli attack on
Yemen’s port city of Hodeidah in
July and punctual missile attacks
by the United States. When US
President Joe Biden was asked
if the US airstrikes and missile
strikes on Yemen were working,
he answered bluntly: “When you
say ‘working,” are they stopping
the Houthis? No. Are they going
to continue? Yes.” In other words,
Yemen’s government — errone-
ously called the Houthis after
the Zaydi tradition of Islam fol-
lowed by a quarter of the Yemeni
population — is not going to cease
its attacks on Israel just because
the US and the Israelis have been
hitting their country. Yemeni
opposition to the Israeli genocide
exceeds the Zaydi community,
the Ansar Allah movement, and
the Yemeni government. Even
Tawakkol Karman, who received
the Nobel Prize for Peace in 2011
and is a critic of the Yemeni gov-
ernment, has been vocal in her
criticism of Israel.

Biden’s admission that the
US missile strikes will not stop
Yemen from its attacks has been
accurate. Yemen faced a murder-
ous bombardment from Saudi
Arabia from 2015 to 2023, with
the Saudis destroying large parts

of the infrastructure in Yemen. Yet
the Yemenis have maintained the
ability to strike Israeli targets. In
October 2024, the United States
military deployed B-2 Spirit bomb-
ers to hit what the Pentagon called,
“five underground targets.” It was
not clear if these weapons depots
were destroyed, but it does show
the increasing desperation of the
US and Israel to stop the Yemeni
attacks. The names of the US
missions (Operation Prosperity
Guardian and Operation Poseidon
Archer) sound impressive. They
are backed by a roster of carrier
strike groups to protect Israel and
to hit Yemen as well as groups that
attempt to deter Israel’s genocide.
There are at least 40,000 US
troops in the Middle East and at
any given time at least one carrier
strike group with aircraft carriers
and destroyers.

A POLITICAL
SOLUTION

Biden has not been the only
person to say that the US attacks
on Yemen have failed. US Vice
Admiral George Wikoff, who leads
Operation Prosperity Guardian,
addressed an audience in Wash-
ington, D.C. from his headquarters
in Bahrain in August. Wikoff said
that the United States cannot “find
a centralised center of gravity” for
the Yemenis, which means that it
cannot apply “a classic deterrence
policy.” If the United States cannot
strike fear into the leadership of

the Yemeni government, it cannot
halt the Yemeni attacks on Israeli
shipping or infrastructure. “We
have certainly degraded their
capability,” Wikoff said referring
to the drones and missiles shot
down by the US weapons. Wikoff
did not mention that each of the
Yemeni missiles and drones cost
about $2,000, while the US mis-
siles used to shoot them down cost
$2 million. In the end, the Yem-
enis might be the ones degrading
the US military (the Wall Street
Journal reported in October that
the US is running low on air-
defense missiles, and the same
paper reported in June that the
US had spent $1 billion on its war
on Yemen since October 2023).
Like Biden, Wikoff reflected:
“Have we stopped them? No.” In
an interesting aside, Wikoff said,
“The solution is not going to come
at the end of a weapon system.”
As far as the Yemeni govern-
ment is concerned, the only solu-
tion will come when Israel ceases
its genocide. The ability of the
Yemeni government to cease ship-
ping to Israel and to pin down the
United States off its coast might
embolden it to continue if Israel
continues its illegal policies of
genocide, ethnic cleansing, and
apartheid. Both Wikoff and Biden
agree that the US policy has not
worked, and Wikoff even said
that the solution is not going to
be through military force. It will
have to be political.
Globetrotter &
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Workers in Italy
walk out on a
general strike

Thousands of workers took part in a general
strike across Italy on 29 November.

The action, which hit domestic and international
flights, schools, hospitals, and local transport, was
taken in protest against a decline in spending power,
low pay and government policies workers say have
weakened public services.

Italian trade unions called the eight-hour strike
and mobilised marches in cities across the country to
target Premier Giorgia Meloni’s latest budget that they
warn penalises schools, healthcare, and other services.

They are also pressing for a more equitable distri-
bution of profits from private companies to workers.

“These protests don’t just speak to the govern-
ment,” Maurizio Landini, head of the CGIL federa-
tion, told reporters in Bologna. “They speak also to

entrepreneurs, managers, and businesses, who in these
years have made profits like never before.”

While unions called for an eight-hour strike, Trans-
port Minister Matteo Salvini imposed an injunction
limiting the strike in the transport sector to four hours.

Italy’s healthcare sector has been suffering staff-
ing shortages and has been forced to hire nurses
from abroad.

“There are many people who go abroad because
the salaries are too low,” said Anna Salsa, a member
of the UIL health care union, at the demonstration
in Rome.

“We are forced to do double shifts to give the
minimal levels of essential care.”
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France must close military
bases in Senegal

Senegal’s President Bassirou
Diomaye Faye has declared
that France must close its mil-
itary bases, as their presence
is incompatible with Senegal’s
sovereignty.

“France enslaved, colonised and
stayed. If the roles were reversed, it
would be very difficult to imagine
another army having a military
base in France,” President Bassirou
Diomaye Faye said of the French
military presence in Senegal.

“Senegal is an independent and
sovereign country. Sovereignty is
not compatible with the presence
of military bases in the country,” he
said, clarifying that Senegal does
not seek a rupture with France
but rather a redefinition of their
relationship based on a “renewed
partnership.”

His remarks, however, confirm
the decline of France’s influence in
its former African colonies. Previ-
ously, Mali, Burkina Faso, and

Niger also decided to terminate
their security agreements with
France.

Faye noted that Senegal main-
tains relations with Russia, Tiirkiye,
China, the United States, and Saudi
Arabia, none of which have military
bases in Senegal.

Chad, Mali, Burkina Faso, and
Niger have also decided to termi-
nate their security agreements
with France.

Telesur &

Poetry for the many

Peter Farmer

No one puts their children in a boat,
unless the water is safer than the land.
No one would choose days and nights
in the stomach of a truck,

unless the miles travelled meant
something more than journey ...

The insults are easier to swallow than
finding your child’s body in the rubble

These lines come from a poem called “Home,” by
Warsan Shire, a British poet born to Somali parents.
The poem conveys the harrowing reality of refugees
forced to flee their homes for safety. The poem is fea-
tured in an anthology of poetry Poetry for the Many
selected by British socialist MP and former Opposition

Leader Jeremy Corbyn and Len McCluskey, leader of
Britain’s largest and most influential union. Both men
have dedicated their careers to advancing workers’
rights and social justice.

The title echoes the slogan “For the many, not the
few,” used by the UK Labour Party when Corbyn was
at the helm. That phrase derives from a famous Shel-
ley poem in which he exhorts the working people of
England to recognise their collective power: “Ye are
many, they are few.”

In essence, this collection is a call to arms. It cel-
ebrates the working class and their struggles while
deepening our understanding of our shared humanity.
Poetry for the Many encourages readers to see poetry
not just as an art form, but as a means of mobilising
for change, for the many — not the few.” &
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Competent

Some regular words become weaselly when they’re just what you
have to say even when you know they’re not true. Former Coa-
lition frontbencher Karen Andrews has described Liberal Party
shadow treasurer Angus Taylor as “competent,” adding that “you
can rely on him to get it right.” It’s not so long ago that Taylor for-
got to use his sock-puppet account on Twitter, and sent himself
the message “great job Angus.” We also remember the fake email
affair in which Taylor’s office overstated the flight budget for then
Sydney Mayor Clover Moore by an order of magnitude. The culprit
was never found despite Taylor — no doubt competently — leaving
no stone unturned.

Honourable

Peter Hegseth, former US Marine and Fox news host and current-
ly Donald Trump’s preferred Secretary of Defense, has said that
‘elites™” are only protected by action-hero types who are “honour-
able, powerful, and deadly.”

Hegseth has campaigned for the release of convicted war crim-
inals, so it's fair to say he understands honour as well as he
understands elites.

*see previous Weasel Words. For Hegseth, ‘elites’ is just anyone
who’s not a fellow Trump-worshipper.

Hawk

Meaning aggressive about something. President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s choice for Secretary of State Marco Rubio has been
described as “a China hawk,” which is at least easier to spell than
“unhinged xenophobe.” Australia has proud China hawks too, like
Peter Hartcher or Senator James Patterson, constantly trying to
get us into a war with China in which they personally won’t have to
get their hands dirty. They’re more accurately and non-weasellish-
ly known as chicken hawks.

Track (on/to)

Chris Bowen says that Australia is ... “on track to reduce emissions
by 43 per cent by 2030.” We're on track to hit that inadequate tar-
get in the same way that someone who drinks a bottle of vodka a
day is on track to total sobriety by next Wednesday.

Facts (in accordance with)

Mao tse Tung advised people to “seek truth from facts,” a good
operating procedure for anyone. Anyone but the Albanese Labor
government, that is. Tanya Plibersek, having approved three coal
mines in defiance of various facts about carbon emissions and the
survivability of this planet, has defended her decision as being “in
accordance with facts.” She didn’t expand on which facts she’s in
accordance with, but we know which ones she’s ignoring.

Respectful and constructive

Is it respectful and constructive to strongly imply that someone is
lying?

Step up ABC chair Kim Williams who has explained how civil,
respectful and constructive conversations are really what he’s into
in a National Press Club appearance, before using his next breath
to strongly imply that sacked reporter Antoinette Lattouf was not
sacked.

Lattouf was sacked according to the Fair Work Commission, for
the crime of posting Gaza-related content from Human Rights
Watch. Then again, facts aren’t Williams’ strong suit — perhaps
that’s why he described himself as “impeccably silent” on the top-
ic he was talking about to a roomful of reporters while being live
broadcast on national television.

Denigrate

Non-weasel sense; disparage, speak ill of, defame. For the wea-
sel sense, we turn to Nine newspaper the Australian Financial
Review which describes the terrible scenario in which “elements
of the left have embraced antisemitism to denigrate Israel’s mili-
tary campaign to dismantle terrorist group Hamas.”

Given that the “military campaign” referred to has involved collec-
tive punishment and the killing of at least 45 thousand innocent
people, there’s no need to resort to antisemitism to run it down.
You could just describe what the IDF have done and continue to
do.
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The Lebanese ceasefire and the
ongoing nightmare for Palestine

William Briggs

News of a ceasefire between Hezbollah
and Israel captured headlines and raised
hopes that the destruction of Lebanon
might be coming to an end. Whether peace
is dawning is yet to be determined. There
were swift and predictable reports of vio-
lations of the ceasefire.

Israel fired mortar shells and launched an
airstrike into Lebanon almost immediately after
the fighting was supposed to have stopped. The
Israelis claim this to be in response to Hezbol-
lah actions. The Lebanese people can only hope
that order prevails and that they can return to
something roughly resembling peace.

If peace does come, then it will have been at
a huge cost. Lebanon does not have the finan-
cial capacity to rebuild quickly. Amin Salam,
Lebanon’s Minister for Economy and Trade, has
estimated the total cost of reconstruction to be
between US$20-30 billion. 99,000 homes have
been destroyed or damaged. The cost to the
economy runs to more than $8.5 billion. There
is no guarantee that peace will last.

Netanyahu, while accepting the ceasefire, has
all but pledged to resume hostilities at a moment’s
notice. Hezbollah has also said that it is ready to
resume fighting.

Wars, apart from the devastation, the mayhem,
and the wanton destruction of lives, have a broader
political aspect. Israel has certainly weakened Hez-
bollah. The Lebanese resistance movement had
first declared that there would be no peace until
a ceasefire was declared in Gaza. The genocide in
Gaza is ongoing. Israel can claim the ceasefire as
a ‘victory’ and a retreat by Hezbollah. In a similar
fashion, Iran has not escalated the war. Israeli
propaganda will paint this as a ‘backdown.’

Geopolitical issues are seldom uppermost in
the thinking of those whose lives are so savagely
torn apart by war. The 4,000 dead Lebanese are
to be mourned. The 16,000 wounded must some-
how be rehabilitated. The 1.2 million displaced
might find a way to return. What it means for
the untold numbers of traumatised, is another
matter. The sense of relief for the innocents, the
survivors, is palpable. The chance, even if it is only
a slim chance at this stage that life might return
to normal is all that matters for them.

But even as hopes rise in Lebanon, the terror
continues in Gaza. The Israeli military has
increased its attacks.

An official from UNWRA has described the
latest bombardments in Gaza as ‘absolutely
terrifying’ for Palestinian civilians who remain
trapped in the north of the Gaza Strip. There
are now 44,000 dead and 105,000 wounded in
Gaza. Buildings that were once schools and are
now shelters are still being bombed.

There are reports of talks that might lead to a
cessation of hostilities. Hamas has indicated its
willingness for a ceasefire. Israel still demands
the right to control territory in Gaza, making
progress unlikely.

ISRAELI EXTREMISM

Netanyahu’s allies inside Israel include
some of the most extreme right-wing elements
imaginable. Their support and US backing allows
Netanyahu to remain in power. Israel’s finance
minister, Bezalel Smotrich, has long pushed for
the annexation of the West Bank. He has now
begun staking a claim to Gaza. He is pushing for

an ‘occupation’ of Gaza and for a halving of the
population. His ethnic cleansing is described as an
“encouragement of voluntary emigration.” Smot-
rich has urged Israel to “conquer” the Gaza Strip,
adding “ We should not be afraid of the word.”

WEST BANK

The situation in the West Bank is also dire.
The Association for Civil Rights in Israel, the
country’s oldest and most influential human
rights organisation has published a report, One
year of war: the collapse of human and civil
rights in Israel and the West Bank. The report
accuses the Netanyahu government of “exces-
sive, unrestrained and illegal use of force” in the
occupied territory.

Human rights abuses are now routine. The
report says the Israeli government has the goal
of “realising the vision of full Israeli sovereignty”
in the West Bank. It is “demolishing the judi-
cial system and the civil service with the aim of
accumulating unlimited power; increasing the
use of force in the West Bank and granting tacit
permission for unrestrained settler violence;
using force to limit freedom of expression and
protest; and systematically violating the rights
of detainees and prisoners.”

ISRAEL UNCHECKED

Netanyahu’s pursuit of these goals in the West
Bank, and the genocide and ethnic cleansing in
Gaza is unchecked. The USA blocks action. The
International Criminal Court (ICC) has issued
arrest warrants for Netanyahu and his former
Defence Minister, Yoav Gallant, but the Israe-
lis show their contempt and disdain for both
world opinion, and the words of international
organisations.

Israel has now indicated that it will issue an
appeal against the arrest warrants. The French
government believes that Netanyahu and Gallant
might have immunity from arrest on the grounds
that Israel is not a member of the court!

The court has already stated that there were
reasonable grounds to believe that Netanyahu
and Gallant were responsible for using star-
vation “as a method of warfare” in Gaza. The
world has daily borne witness to this. The fact
is that supplies of humanitarian aid have been
withheld. US law forbids arming a protagonist
in a war if such aid is restricted, but Biden has
allowed the weapons to continue to flow, and
the killing to go on.

A statement from Israel after the ICC ruling
said that “the State of Israel denies the authority
of the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The
Hague and the legitimacy of the arrest warrants.”

The ICC case is limited, not by any legal
arguments, but by geopolitical issues. The USA
needs Israel. Israel needs the USA. The strate-
gic significance of the region allows Israel to act
with impunity.

The people of Gaza know first-hand how
things stand and how they are viewed. They are
to be mistreated, have their homes destroyed, see
their children suffer, and to die in awful numbers.

The people of the West Bank see illegal set-
tlements grow on the land that is meant to be a
Palestinian state. They see terror and the threat
of annexation at the hands of Israel. They do
not see justice.

The Palestinian people mourn their dead and
live in fear. The civilian population of Lebanon
also have cause to mourn. &

Five Resolutions
(from a statement from the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine)

From November 29 to December 11, the United Nations and
the Palestinian people commemorate five General Assembly
resolutions:

The first resolution is Resolution 181, issued on November 29,
1947, which called for the partition of Palestine into two states,
one Jewish and one Arab. The Jewish state established its
control through terrorism, while the Arab state was assassinated
before its birth. The Palestinian people continue to struggle for
the establishment of their free and sovereign state on their land.

Over three decades later, on November 29, 1977, the United
Nations issued the famous Resolution 32/40-B, declaring
November 29 as the International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People, and dedicating it as a day to fight against the
historical injustice inflicted upon them through displacement and
the erosion of their national existence.

The third resolution, Resolution 302, was issued on December
8, 1949, establishing the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) as a temporary
organization until the refugees’ return was implemented.

The fourth resolution, Resolution 217-A, was issued on
December 10, 1948, concerning the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, serving as a legal and humanitarian reference for
relations among peoples and nations.

The fifth resolution, Resolution 194, was issued on December
11, 1948, emphasizing the return of Palestinian refugees to their
homes and properties from which they were forcibly displaced by
Israeli terrorism and killings.

The United Nations has failed to implement any of them. Israel
has escalated its arrogance, perpetrating extensive killings that
have resulted in hundreds of thousands of martyrs and wounded,
and causing widespread destruction in Palestine and neighboring
countries. Israel has even gone so far as to label the United
Nations itself, including UNRWA, as a terrorist organization and
to declare several UN officials persona non grata in its territories.

In the face of these adversities, the Palestinian people have
not raised the white flag but have carried the banner of
revolution and freedom. They are driven by the conviction that
their struggle, which dates back to before the Nakba (1948
Catastrophe), is not merely a confrontation between a people
rooted in their land for thousands of years and an occupying
colonial entity. It is also not limited to the return of millions of
Palestinian refugees displaced before and after 1948 due to
massacres and crimes committed by Zionist terrorist groups.
Nor is it solely about achieving genuine peace for Palestinians
and all peoples of the region or attaining freedom, which
remains incomplete without Palestine. Rather, it is a struggle
against the core elements of terrorism and racism that define
Israel’s mentality. Palestine will remain a symbol of freedom,
and achieving a balanced resolution that respects the will of its
people is essential for restoring the credibility of the international
system.
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