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Across the nation public hospitals 
are pushed well beyond their limits. 
Patients spend hours in corridors and 
waiting rooms of emergency depart-
ments waiting for beds to become 
available. Ambulances ramp, unable 
to offload patients in the emergen-
cy departments. Staff and resource 
shortages compound the problem. 
The system is in crisis.

Just as with Medicare, the public hospi-
tal system has been run down. Nurses and 
doctors are suffering burnout working in 
extremely stressful situations for long hours 
with no let up.

The Howard government began a cam-
paign to drive people into private hospitals 
with higher premiums for those who join a 
private health insurance (PHI) fund after 
the age of 30.

Private hospitals are subsidised through 
a federal government subsidy of PHI to the 
tune of more than $7 billion per annum.

The public are told that private hospitals 
are superior to public ones, that you have a 
choice of doctor, and that using a private 
hospital takes pressure of the public hos-
pital system.

Public hospitals offer quality services. 
The money spent subsidising private hos-
pitals diverts badly needed funds from the 
public sector.

Between 2012-13 and 2022-23 , federal 
government spending on public hospitals 
increased by 4.3 per cent on average and 
state and territory spending by 5.0 per cent 
on average. This hardly kept up with the 
increase in population and rise in the cost 
of health services, let alone that people are 
now living longer and have more chronic 
conditions.

Wait times for ‘elective surgery’ contin-
ued to blow out in in 23-24 with more than 
one in three patients waiting longer than the 
clinically recommended time for essential 
surgeries, including heart valve replacements, 
and coronary artery bypass surgeries.

Nurses have taken to the streets seeking 
a living wage. In NSW funding and staff 
shortages is critical.

MENTAL HEALTH
NSW is the state with the lowest per 

capita spending on mental health with public 
psychiatrists going interstate, given the big 
pay gap for public psychiatrists compared 
with other states.

An ad in the Sydney Morning Herald on 
24 January: “NSW psychiatrists – Queensland 
is calling. Seeking better pay? We already 
pay more.” Signed – “Queensland Health. 
Make a healthy career move.”

As of writing, more than half the psychi-
atrists in the NSW public health system had 
handed in their resignations due to chronic 
understaffing and under-resourcing. More 
were likely to resign. This followed 15 months 
of discussions in which the Minns Labor 
state government has played a belligerent, 
blocking role.

On 20 January the Australian Salaried 
Medical Officers’ Federation (ASMOF) stood 
side by side with psychiatrists, patients, 
carers, nurses, peer workers, and fellow 
doctors to urge the NSW government to 
avert disaster for communities and address 
the staffing crisis in NSW Health. ASMOF 
Executive Director Andrew Holland noted 
the failure of the Minns government to meet 
its commitment to the health workforce.

This failure, said Holland, is reflected in 
its “wait and see” approach to the psychiatry 
crisis, which has been escalating for over a 
year. It is also reflected in the government’s 
obstructive approach to negotiations with 
the union.

“It has become clear that we cannot sit 
and wait for NSW Premier Chris Minns or 
the Health Minister Ryan Park to address this 
crisis. The only power we have is through our 

collective voice and actions. We are calling 
on all members to urgently hold meetings 
with their departments to discuss the failure 
of the NSW government to negotiate with 
our union and offer a fair deal to doctors.”

Negotiations on the salary and working 
conditions of doctors in NSW have been 
constantly thwarted by the Minns govern-
ment. The NSW Health representatives at the 
negotiating table are not interested in being 
there, not invested in problem-solving and 
have no power or decision-making authority. 

“We have been speaking extensively to 
the media about the staffing shortages facing 
psychiatrists across NSW, and the impact on 
patient care and staff morale. We have also 
been challenging the NSW government’s 
inflated salary figures, and it’s attempts to 
paint the staffing crisis as a ‘pay dispute.’ ”

Continued on page 2
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China’s socialist 
revolution

Following the Russian Revolution of 1917, the next most 
momentous event of the 20th century was the Chinese 
revolution and the establishment of the People’s Republic 
of China on 1 October 1949.

China had by far the largest population of any country 
(recently surpassed by India) and it is a huge daily task to 
provide the basics of life for 1.3 billion people. Not only 
has that been achieved in the short 50 years of the revo-
lution but the standard of living of the Chinese people is 
steadily rising. No other country in the world is achieving 
the regular scale of economic development as is China.

In the first years following the revolution China was set 
back by the “great leap forward” and then, the “cultural 
revolution” which were implemented under the leader-
ship of Mao Zedong, who, in the later period of his life 
adopted extreme “leftist” policies. This happened despite 
Mao’s undoubted contribution to winning the revolution 
before 1949.

It was only following the rejection of these “leftist” pol-
icies and the adoption of what is called by the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), the policy of “opening up to the 
outside world” that things took a dramatic turn for the 
better. China has become steadily stronger economically 
and politically and more influential, particularly among 
other Asian countries who are China’s neighbours.

This has been brought about in part by the fact that 
China did not devalue its currency when other Asian 
countries were forced to as a result of currency raids by 
the likes of George Soros and other financial speculators. 
China’s stand on this question, even though it created 
trade difficulties for itself, was of great assistance to the 
ASEAN countries, and contributed to financial stability 
in the region.

Furthermore, China has implemented the policies of 
peaceful co-existence in relations with other countries. 
These principles are non-interference, equality, mutual 
respect and mutual benefit, a shared future, and cultural 
exchanges. At the same time China opposes imperialism, 
hegemonism, colonialism, and racism, and works to safe-
guard world peace.

China has not established overseas military bases as 
have a number of European and North American coun-
tries. It has  not yet fully reunited all the former territories 
which were torn from China by British, Portuguese and 
American imperialism. Hong Kong has returned. Macao 
is about to be returned. Taiwan is the remaining province 
of China yet to be reunited.

In pursuing a policy of peace and stability China is 
creating the best situation for the continuation of its 
economic and social development and for that of other 
countries as well.

All this has been made possible by the fact that under 
the leadership of the Communist Party (CPC), the people 
of China have embarked on the construction of a socialist 
society.

A resolution adopted by the CPC in 1981 following the 
ending of the Maoist period said: “Socialism aims not just 
at eliminating all systems of exploitation and all exploit-
ing classes but also at greatly expanding the productive 
forces, improving and developing the socialist relations 
of production and on this basis, gradually eliminating 
all class differences and all major social distinctions and 
inequalities ... until communism is finally realised. This 
is a great revolution, unprecedented in human history ...

“This revolution which has entered the period of peace-
ful development is more profound and arduous than any 
previous revolution and will not only take a very long 
historical period to accomplish but also demand many 
generations of unswerving and disciplined hard work and 
heroic sacrifice.”

It is this vision that the Chinese revolution is system-
atically implementing.

It is fortunate for the Australia people that we live in 
the Asian region which has the opportunity to gain and 
learn from the Chinese socialist revolution, not only in 
a material sense by trade ties, but also by the example of 
its foreign policy principles which are helping to create 
a peaceful Asian region.

It is to be hoped that Australian government stupid-
ities in following the US path to war do not throw this 
opportunity away.
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“NSW Health states that they 
cannot put anything on the table 
if there is not a net cost saving for 
the government,” the union told 
members, “therefore it is not pos-
sible to discuss any increase to your 
pay and improve your conditions 
outside their 3 per cent pay offer. 
The common refrain we hear at the 
table is ‘that’s a matter for central 
government.’ ”

These doctors could easily step 
into the private sector, take a locum 
position in their own hospital (for 
higher pay) or move interstate. 
Instead, public psychiatrists choose 
this work so they can care for some 
of the most marginalised people in 
our society and for people with the 
most severe mental illnesses.

And it is here, philosophical-
ly and ideologically, where the 
contradiction behind the dispute 
is to be found: the psychiatrists 
– and the wider public health 
workforce – have a commitment 
to public service, whereas Minns 
and his spin doctors have zero such 
commitment.

Minns and Park are refusing 
to put money on the table and it’s 
clear they have failed to give a clear 
mandate to their bureaucrats to 
reach agreement and are allowing 
them reject proposals for being 
too costly without providing any 
meaningful alternatives.

Nurses have also refused to 
be brought into the government’s 
contingency plans to deal with 
mental health patients. NSW 
Nurses and Midwives Associa-
tion secretary Shaye Candish said 
mental health and emergency 
department nurses were angry 
that the government was push-
ing its plan onto them without 
consultation.

“This whole situation has 
been managed atrociously,” said 
Candish, noting the government’s 
arrogance. “No one has bothered 
to properly consult with our mem-
bers, yet the premier has stated 
publicly that they expected us 
to fill in the shortfalls. It’s not 
acceptable.”

As Sydney-based psychiatrist 
Dr Pramudie Gunaratne puts it; 

“The caseloads for individual doc-
tors are extreme. The injustice of 
sending patients away from our 
overloaded services when they 
are desperate for help weighs 
heavily.” She emphasises, “Our 
leaders need to have the courage 
to start fixing a broken system 
before there is no system left at 
all. The proposal to waste even 
more taxpayer dollars on locum 
[higher paid] psychiatrists may 
help the government save face in 
the short term, but it does nothing 
to save lives. Instead it will likely 
cause more harm.”

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia is calling for the nationalisa-
tion of the health system with an 
end to the subsidisation of private 
hospitals. Public hospitals should 
be adequately funded and staffed.

In particular it is time mental 
health was taken seriously and 
patients received the care and 
services they require. People with 
mental health illnesses are not 
second class citizens.  

Alcohol lobby’s  
killer grip

Experts are concerned that the alcohol industry 
may be deliberately delaying the inclusion of govern-
ment-mandated pregnancy warnings across its prod-
ucts, after new research showed only 63 per cent of 
alcoholic beverages displayed the label – despite being 
given a generous three-year grace period to comply.

The study by The George Institute for Global 
Health, published in the Australian and New Zealand 
Journal of Public Health, analysed around 6,000 
alcohol products sold in four large stores in Sydney 
from June to November 2023, to uncover the wor-
rying finding.

The warning labels are intended to ensure con-
sumers are informed that drinking while pregnant 
increases the risk of potential life-long health issues 
in unborn children.

Lead author of the new paper, Professor Simone 
Pettigrew, Head of Health Promotion at The George 
Institute for Global Health and Professor at the Fac-
ulty of Medicine, UNSW Sydney, said the research 
demonstrates the need for improved alcohol health 
warning regulation and more thorough government 
monitoring to protect babies’ health.

“The industry fought hard against pregnancy 
warning labels when they were mandated by gov-
ernment in 2020, after 20 years of lobbying to bring 
Australia in line with the evidence and WHO recom-
mendations,” she said. “Yet, even with three years to 
display standardised pregnancy warnings on all new 
packaging, more than a third of products we analysed 
did not do so.”

“Most alarmingly, only half of spirits, which have 
the highest levels of alcohol by volume, showed the 
pregnancy warning,” she said. Giving women warn-
ing information has been shown to motivate them to 
avoid drinking while pregnant.

Professor Pettigrew said the analysis found that 25 

per cent of alcohol products carried their own versions 
of pregnancy warnings instead, a concern because 
research consistently shows that industry-designed 
warnings are less effective than warnings developed 
using evidence-based approaches.

Evidence shows drinking alcohol during pregnan-
cy can cause low birthweight, premature birth, and 
foetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD) in unborn 
babies, leading to health issues throughout life that 
can include physical, cognitive, developmental, and 
behavioural problems.

FASD is an emerging public health issue in Aus-
tralia, with data suggesting it impacts between one 
and five per cent of children in high income countries. 
More local data is needed to respond adequately, 
especially for the most vulnerable groups.

Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin, CEO, Public Health 
Association of Australia, said, “This latest research 
shows that the alcohol industry has no interest in 
protecting the health of Australians and will avoid 
and delay introducing mandated health warnings 
until the last minute and beyond.

“As we approach the Federal Election, public 
health experts are asking the next Australian govern-
ment to take meaningful action on obesity, including 
the marketing of unhealthy food and beverages, and 
mandating Health Star Ratings on packaged foods. 
We also want to see kilojoule labelling on alcohol so 
people can see how much alcoholic beverages contrib-
ute to the energy they consume – and so the potential 
contribution to their waistline,” he said.

“The message from this research is that we can’t 
rely on the food and beverage industry to self-regu-
late the labels of their unhealthy products and when 
new regulation is introduced, we shouldn’t allow for 
generous phase in periods which they might exploit.” 
Afterall they are profit-driven capitalists.  
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Extreme heat, fuelled by the worsening 
climate crisis, is reshaping children’s 
lives in Australia, warns the Austral-
ian Conservation Foundation (ACF).

As climate change brings more heat-
waves to Australia, new research shows 85 
per cent of Australian parents worry about 
their children’s health in extreme heat and 
254 Victorian schools – close to 10 per cent 
– were closed last summer during heatwaves.

YouGov research for the ACF found:
•  85 per cent of parents worry about their 

children’s health and safety in extreme 
heat. 

•  70 per cent of parents have kept their 
child inside more often over the summer 
holidays, with higher numbers for 
parents of children aged 5 or younger 
(76 per cent) and Queenslanders (75 per 
cent)

•  67 per cent of parents who kept children 
indoors had negative feelings including 
feeling confined (32 per cent), stressed 
(26 per cent), trapped (23 per cent), 
anxious (21 per cent), sad (21 per cent), 
and overwhelmed (18 per cent)

•  79 per cent report heatwaves impact 
their family’s sleep, with 21 per cent 
saying it significantly impacts children’s 
sleep, and 58 per cent saying it 
somewhat impacts their children’s sleep.

•  45 per cent reported limiting the use 
of air conditioners or fans during 
heatwaves because of the cost of power 
bills.

“For parents and caregivers, extreme 
heat is no longer just an inconvenience, it’s 
a rising threat to their children’s health, 
safety, routines and wellbeing,” said ACF 
CEO Kelly O’Shanassy.

“This research shows how extreme heat 
is reshaping childhood experiences and 
family life. The culprit is clear. Burning coal 
and gas is accelerating climate change and 
destroying idyllic summers and the places, 
wildlife, and the way of life Australians love.

“Unnatural disasters are forcing families 
to stay indoors or cancel plans to stay safe. 
As extreme heat events intensify, so do the 
calls for urgent action.

“Australia must stop digging up, export-
ing, and burning climate-wrecking fossil fuels 

to curb the worsening impacts of extreme 
weather and unnatural disasters.

“The more we delay climate action, the 
more extreme heatwaves and uncomfortable 
nights we can expect. The only way to turn 
down the heat is to turn off fossil fuels.”

Separate research by Parents for Climate 
found 254 Victorian schools and child care 
centres were closed for at least one day last 
February – 48 per cent of those closures 
were on days over 35°C, 30 per cent were 
on days over 38°C, 18 per cent were on days 
over 40°C.

“From hot nights that disrupt sleep and 
searing days that restrict outdoor play, to 
the financial strain of constantly cooling 
homes and concerns about school closures, 
the effects of extreme heat are deeply being 
felt in daily life,” said Parents for Climate 
CEO Nic Seton.

“Schools and early childhood centres are 

increasingly affected by rising temperatures 
and extreme weather. Unplanned closures 
cause chaos for parents who have to reor-
ganise everything and can mean lost income 
for parents too.

“In smaller communities a sudden loss 
of access to childcare can mean a town’s one 
GP can’t see patients, or an area’s one lawyer 
can’t provide legal advice.

“But even when schools and early 
childhood centres aren’t closed, increasing 
temperatures are bad for kids’ health and 
learning outcomes.

“Parents for Climate calls for the services 
that educate and look after our kids to be 
properly supported to do so in the hotter 
world we find ourselves in.”

Quotes from parents:
Desiree, 44, from Leichhardt, Sydney, 

NSW: “The weather is much more of a 
factor in what we do now, compared to my 

childhood. I don’t remember my parents 
even talking about the weather and changing 
what we are doing. I am very worried for my 
children, both now and in the future. I am 
angry and concerned.”

Laura, 45, from Tanunda, South Aus-
tralia: “I remember when I was a kid we had 
hot days – but not like now. Most of the time 
it’s too hot for the kids to go outside and 
run under the sprinkler like we did, without 
risking getting sunburnt …

“Now the combined concern of extreme 
heat, sunburn and threats of fire (we live in 
a regional area), summer outdoors is only 
possible in the early morning and late in 
the day … hibernating in the cool of indoors 
during the main part of the day.”
YouGov surveyed 1,001 Australian parents and 
caregivers of children under 18 between 17 
and 24 January 2025.  
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ANZ cuts staff, branches
While Australians are focused 
on getting back to school, 
ANZ Bank is starting 2025 by 
returning to its greedy and dis-
respectful formula of branch 
and staff cuts. The Finance 
Sector Union (FSU) has been 
advised of the closure of two 
branches in suburban Mel-
bourne – Brimbank and The 
Pines – with the likely loss of 
14 staff.

FSU National President Wendy 
Streets said that the closure of two 
more branches by ANZ and their 
breach of a commitment with the 
Treasurer of Australia is a gross 

act of disrespect from a company 
earning record profits.

“While they’ve tried to spin 
that these bank closures are a 
response to customer choice, we 
know it has been driven by nothing 
other than a desire to make even 
more profits.

“Australians rely on local bank 
branches and no amount of corpo-
rate spin from banks can deny that 
fact. Removing branches from local 
communities is a shameful act.

“There are 14 hard working 
staff in those two branches, none 
of whom are guaranteed future 
roles at the Bank. At a time when 

household budgets are under 
pressure, ANZ Bank are showing a 
heartless disregard for the welfare 
of their people.”

ANZ has plans for a new 
“Regional Hub Model” of man-
agement for bank branches across 
regional NSW. Essentially the 
branches at Coffs Harbour, Grafton, 
Narrabri, Inverell, and Armidale 
will no longer have their own 
branch manager. Instead, those 
branches will share a lesser number 
of managers.

The union warns that this looks 
very much like a way to cut senior 
staff and reduce the seniority of 

management in local branches 
– a dangerous development and 
one that clearly breaches the 
commitment ANZ made with the 
Treasurer when they were granted 
the right to buy Suncorp Bank’s 
business.

“We call on ANZ to reverse 
their branch closures like they 
reversed the decision last year to 
close the Portland Branch,” said 
Streets.” Regional communities 
are used to fighting for their local 
branches, but we fear banks are 
focusing on suburban branch 
closures to avoid media and com-
munity scrutiny.

The Treasurer should immedi-
ately commit to implementing the 
recommendations of the Senate 
inquiry, the first of which is to 
“commit to guaranteeing reason-
able access to cash and financial 
services for all Australians.”

“The Finance Sector Union 
believes there needs to be minimum 
standards introduced to ensure 
that all Australians have access to 
choice in basic banking services. 
The absence of minimum stand-
ards allows banks to cut services 
on a whim with no regard to local 
needs or preferences.”  

Illegal cancellation of payments continues 
ACOSS is demanding an ongoing 
pause to the enforcement of mutual 
obligations following latest IT failures 
which have required the government 
to suspend them.

Mutual obligation requirements are 
tasks and activities to be met by recipients 
of income-support payments such as unem-
ployment and other benefits. Failure to meet 
these obligations can result in payments 
being cut.

Since 6 January the government has 
paused mutual obligations due to ongoing 
failures with the Workforce Australia IT 
system.

The latest failures of the employment 
services system come after a string of errors 
uncovered in 2024, including that income 
support payments may have been illegally 
cancelled, affecting at least 1,000 people 
between April 2022 and July 2024. In addi-
tion, over 1,000 people had wrongful financial 
penalties applied to them in a separate IT 
issue uncovered in January 2024.

“The latest IT failures in Workforce 
Australia are yet more evidence the system 
is failing and needs a full and thorough inves-
tigation,” said Australian Council of Social 
Service (ACOSS) CEO Cassandra Goldie.

“We cannot have any confidence in a 

system which repeatedly fails, placing even 
greater stress on people living on the brink.”

ACOSS is calling for the suspension of 
the Targeted Compliance Framework and 
a fully independent, arms-length legal and 
human rights review.

“The compliance system cannot continue 
to operate against hundreds of thousands of 
people whilst the IT system is vulnerable to 
failure and the legality of decisions are in 
question,” Goldie said.

In December 2024, ACOSS referred the 
government to the Commonwealth Ombuds-
man over potentially illegal cancellations of 
people’s vital income support payments and 

called for the immediate suspension of the 
compliance system.

Since 2018, ACOSS has consistently 
opposed the Targeted Compliance Framework 
and warned successive Ministers about the 
serious harm it causes, including calling for 
the cessation of payment suspensions which 
impact nearly 240,000 people in Workforce 
Australia.

“Payment suspensions and cancellation 
have extremely harmful impacts on people, 
including not only the loss of income but 
also potential homelessness, relationship 
breakdown and destitution,” said Goldie.  

Extreme heat hits kids
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What does the US get out of the AUKUS war-mak-
ing deal? On the promise of eight nuclear submarines 
that are to be given to Australia two to four decades 
down the line, the US gets access to Australia to be 
used as a base for supporting its naval fleet, air force, 
and US soldiers. The words used by the White House 
are, “As early as 2027, the United Kingdom and the 
United States plan to establish a rotational presence 
of one UK Astute class submarine and up to four 
US Virginia class submarines at HMAS Stirling near 
Perth, Western Australia.” Clearly, all the support 
structures required for such rotations are what a for-
eign military base has, therefore they will function as 
US bases.

Here’s Caroline Kennedy of the rich and famous 
Kennedys on her cousin Robert F Kennedy Jnr, head 
of the Department of Health and Human Services in 
the Trump regime: addicted to attention and power; 
a hypocrite, calling on people not to vaccinate their 
children while vaccinating his own children; “His base-
ment, his garage, his dorm were the centres of the 
action where drugs were available, and he enjoyed 
showing off how he put baby mice and chickens in 
the blender to feed his hawks.” Also that “siblings 
and cousins who Bobbie encouraged  down the path 
of substance abuse suffered addiction, illness and 
death while Bobbie has gone on to misrepresent, 
lie, and cheat his way through life.” The head of the 
Department of Health and Human Services.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is Israel. “Israel is iso-
lated now. It is a pariah state. They have committed 
monstrous military acts in the region, huge destruc-
tion, caused unimaginable suffering, but even militarily 
they haven’t achieved all their goals, and politically 
this has been catastrophic for Israel. Its legitimacy is 
gone, and I can’t see that coming back. It’s seen 
across the world as a terror state.” So says Britain’s 
Stop the War Coalition vice-chair Chris Nineham. 
And, in a warning on the increasing crackdown on 
pro-Palestinian protests: “From the very start of this 
cycle of protest, there have been unprecedented 
restrictions put in our way,” Nineham.”

“Restrictions imposed from the very beginning. We’ve 
had politicians openly calling for the police to get 
tough with us, which I don’t remember from previous 
waves of protest.

“We now have arrests of some leaders of the move-
ment and MPs getting called in for police interviews 
for having been on a peaceful protest. And the police 
increasingly assert they can tell us where we are 
allowed to demonstrate rather than this being a nego-
tiated process.

“It’s definitely a departure from the norm. Something 
has changed in the last few months. Maybe they 
saw the imminent ceasefire as likely to demobi-
lise the movement and thought it would be easier 
to break. The police talk of the cumulative impact of 
demonstrations being unacceptable, which is an odd 
idea because it means a protest movement is effec-
tively being criminalised for being successful and 
sustained.”

Wage cut wish list
The ACTU warns that a 
pre-election wish list by the 
Australian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ACCI) 
will restore the wage-cutting 
schemes used by companies 
like BHP and Qantas to reduce 
workers’ wages and working 
conditions.

ACCI’s newly released pre-elec-
tion priorities document, “Agenda 
for Business,” calls for a reversal 
of the Closing Loopholes Bill, the 
scrapping of multi-employer bar-
gaining provisions, and re-opening 
of the labour hire and casual work 
loopholes.

The closing of the labour-hire 
loophole, known as “Same Job 
Same Pay,” prevents companies 
from implementing wage-cutting 
schemes by using lower-paid 
labour-hire workers doing the same 
work as their in-house, directly 
employed co-workers.

The legislation has already led 
to permanent jobs and significant 
pay rises for workers across the 
economy such as flight attendants, 
miners, warehouse and logistics 
workers, and meatworkers.

The casual work loophole effec-
tively allowed an employer to label 
any employee a casual in their con-
tract of employment and created 
barriers for casual employees to 
become permanent. The closing of 
this loophole is delivering greater 
job security for all workers.

The multi-employer bargaining 
laws allowed workers to seek better 
wages and conditions when nego-
tiating collectively with employers. 
This has delivered wage increases 
for workers in early childhood 
education, the community sector, 
private schools, disability and 
aged care.

The reforms led to a surge 
in workers covered by collective 
bargaining agreements, from 1.8 

million prior to the reforms to 2.2 
million since the new laws were 
passed. The extra 400,000 Aus-
tralians covered under collective 
agreements are estimated to have 
added $6.3 billion to workers’ wages 
in the last year. No wonder the ACCI 
wants to wind back these reforms!

The Coalition voted against the 
Closing Loopholes Bill in Parlia-
ment and has publicly committed to 
repealing significant elements of it. 
These include scrapping multi-em-
ployer bargaining and re-opening 
the labour hire and casual work 
loopholes.

Said ACTU Secretary, Sally 
McManus: “It is unsurprising that 

big business is making pre-election 
demands to take away workers’ 
rights. They want their wage-cutting 
schemes back. Every Australian 
should be deeply concerned that 
the real wage growth they have just 
started to see after decades of wage 
suppression is now at risk.

“We know that if big business 
has an opportunity to cut wages, 
most of them would take it. Peter 
Dutton and every Coalition MP 
voted against closing wage-cutting 
loopholes. You cannot be serious 
about helping ordinary people with 
cost-of-living pressures while sup-
porting big business wage-cutting 
schemes.”  
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Failings in aged care sector
The Aged Care Quality and Safety Commis-
sion (ACQSC) has publicly outed 11 provid-
ers, and 27 residential aged care homes that 
have been hit with ‘enforceable undertakings’ 
from the regulator for failing to meet the care 
minute targets.

The care minutes responsibility is based on a sec-
tor-wide average of 215 minutes of care per resident 
per day, including 44 minutes of direct registered nurse 
care. Mandatory direct care minutes were introduced 
in response to the Royal Commission into Aged Care 
Quality and Safety.

Their aim is to ensure that older people in aged 
care homes receive the dedicated care time they need.

These providers have been placed under active 
supervision due to their significant, unexplained 
and sustained non-compliance with care minutes 
requirements.

The Commission was using its regulatory powers 
to hold providers to account, said ACQSC Commis-
sioner Janet Anderson.

“All residential aged care providers are on notice 
as the Commission will continue to actively monitor, 
engage with and take regulatory action against pro-
viders that persistently fall well short of their care 
minutes requirements.

Following the Royal Commission, the federal 
government introduced additional mandatory work-
force-related responsibilities for residential aged care 
providers. These responsibilities require providers to 
deliver 24/7 registered nurse (RN) staffing on every 
site from 1 July 2023.

Since 1 October 2023, residential aged care homes 
have had to deliver mandatory care minutes, increasing 
to a sector average of 215 care minutes per resident 
per day on 1 October 2024. This includes 44 minutes 
of registered nurse care.

The Commissioner wrote to providers that had 
not achieved the mandated care minute targets last 

June, asking them to explain the non-compliance and 
the steps taken to remedy the situation.

This was followed by an open letter addressed to 
providers in October by federal minister for aged care 
Anika Wells who described the lack of compliance 
by some operators as disappointing given the gov-
ernment’s record funding to lift wages in aged care.

Wells highlighted the importance of staffing levels, 
describing mandatory care minutes targets, as a “once 
in a lifetime change” to improve the quality and safety 
of care of nursing home residents.

Mandatory care minutes ensure that older people 
in residential aged care homes receive the dedicated 
direct care time, including from a registered nurse, 
that they need.

Enforceable Undertakings are now in place for 
those providers that have fallen well short of deliv-
ering their care minutes targets across successive 
quarters. These set out agreed actions the provider 
will take to meet their care minutes requirements and 
are legally binding.

Examples of actions that providers have agreed to 
take include immediate recruitment of more nursing 
and care staff.

The Commission’s initial action has focused on 
services in metropolitan locations where surrounding 
services have much smaller – or no – care minutes 
shortfalls.

The Commission can take the provider to court 
for failing to implement its Enforceable Undertak-
ing. Homes that decline an offer for an enforceable 
undertaking or fail to comply, may face sanctions, 
which can involve revoking their ability to provide 
aged care services or restricting the payment of sub-
sidies to the provider.

Enforceable Undertakings are published by the 
Commission in full on the website when they are 
finalised.  
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The 2008 crisis that came out of the 
corrupt practices of banks and finan-
cial institutions exposed the chaotic 
and dangerous nature of the whole 
greed-driven system.

Opes Prime was what is known as a lev-
erage broking firm, one based on a high level 
of debt. Clients of Opes could borrow against 
the shares they purchased – the shares would 
be used as security, in a somewhat similar 
fashion to a home loan where the home is 
used as security in the event that the bor-
rower fails to make repayments.

Borrowing against shares, however, is a 
much more risky business – share prices can 
be much more volatile than housing prices. 
But that is not the only difference to a home 
loan. The shares that Opes clients thought 
they owned were pledged to the banks where 
Opes borrowed the money that they lent to 
their clients. Unbeknown to the investors, 
their shares were being used by Opes as 
collateral (security) for Opes’ bank loans.

In addition Opes was involved in margin 
lending.

Margin lending is an unsavoury, high-risk 
practice, which is becoming more common. 
The borrower secures a loan with assets of a 
certain value. If the value of the assets falls, 
in this case the market price of shares, then 
the lender can retrieve the gap between 
what is owed and the new lower value of 
the shares. Finding the money to cover this 
gap can create financial problems and often 
involves the sale of other assets.

Margin lending itself is a risky enough 
business but Opes apparently went much 
further than that. It was lending money for 
clients to buy short. Buying short is an even 
more risky form of gambling – it involves 
selling shares before you own them, on a 
falling market and then quickly buying the 
shares to sell when they are at a lower price. 
A large sale of shares in itself can push the 
price down.

But that was not all. Reports suggest 
that Opes was much more creative in its 

operations. Favoured clients were allowed to 
“go short” by a method that was fraudulent; 
they could go short by “borrowing” shares 
from the pool of equities held by Opes as 
security from other investors and selling 
them. This time the investors were gambling 
with other people’s assets!

What’s more, these other investors did 
not realise that their stock was being lent and 
sold on the markets, not until Opes was put 
into the hands of the receivers after riding 
high on a robust share market and mining 
boom. The Australian Securities Investment 
Commission (ASIC) told the court that there 
appeared to have been a “systemic manipu-
lation” of client ledgers.

BANKS COME FIRST
ANZ, Merrill Lynch and Dresdner Klein-

wort seized the shares of Opes clients – with 
a total book value at the time of $1.4 billion 

– in an attempt to retrieve $1.1 billion of 
margin debt.

It came as a very unpleasant shock to 
investors that the shares that they had put 
up as security could be sold by ANZ, to cover 
Opes’ debts. In addition, the sale of large 
amounts of stock caused the price of those 
shares to fall, and this is what happened. 
More than 500 companies listed on the ASX 
had some sort of exposure to Opes, and trad-
ing in 23 of them was suspended following 
dramatic falls in their share prices.

One investor who had a $2.2 million 
margin loan, learnt to his horror that without 
his knowledge his shares had been sold off. 
His entire lifetime portfolio had gone. What 
followed was a lawyers’ picnic with banks 
claiming that ownership of the shares had 
been transferred to them, while Opes clients 
cried that promotional material promised that 
“The investor retains beneficial and economic 

ownership of the lent stock including full 
exposure to dividends and corporate actions, 
and exposure to market risk.”

Opes clients had in effect become unse-
cured creditors to the banks to the tune of $1.1 
billion. Some of them started court proceed-
ings to try to stop the sell off of their stock.

Questions were asked about the role of 
ASIC, the stock exchange (ASX), and banks. 
Media commentators described the markets 
as being an “unregulated shambles,” with 
little transparency and no protection from 
crooks and their fraudulent practices.

So what are they suggesting be done 
about it? Well, this is capitalism and you can’t 
interfere with the markets or risk-taking. 
Risk – gambling and fraud – is an integral 
part of the system. Along with the risk to 
jobs and retirement savings as companies go 
bust, share prices collapse and the “winners” 
make off with the loot.  

Some background on the ICC
Marcus Browning

In 2002, in yet another slap in 
the face to the world commu-
nity and the United Nations, 
the US government announced 
that it would not ratify the 
treaty setting up the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC).

Nonetheless, the required 
number of member countries of the 
United Nations ratified the treaty 
establishing the Court and it came 
into existence on 1 July 2002.

In an unprecedented action 
the then Bush administration 
notified the United Nations that it 
would not only not ratify the treaty 
establishing the ICC but would 
also cancel its previous signature 
to the treaty.

Marc Crossman, the US Under 
Secretary for Political Affairs, 

declared that the Court “threatens 
US sovereignty” and that “after 
years of working to fix this flawed 
statute, and having our constructive 
proposals rebuffed, it is our only 
alternative.”

Crossman claimed that the “US 
has been a world leader in promot-
ing “the rule of law” and has been 
“in the forefront of promoting 
international justice”.

HYPOCRISY
In an act of breath-taking 

hypocrisy, Crossman declared 
that the role of the UN Securi-
ty Council has been “usurped”, 
ignoring that the US has con-
sistently ignored the UN and its 
decisions as well as the Security 
Council when that course suits 
US interests.

Today we have the most 

egregious example of US support 
for Israel in its genocide against 
the Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and the collective 
failure of both these countries to 
carry out the resolutions of the 
UN. For almost four decades these 
resolutions have called on Israel to 
evacuate the territories it occupied 
in its 1967 war against its Arab 
neighbours.

It is clear from Crossman’s 
statements that the US fears that its 
citizens may be brought to justice 
and charged with war crimes before 
the International Criminal Court.

He said: “The Court, as consti-
tuted today, claims the authority to 
detain and try American citizens, 
even though our democratical-
ly-elected representatives have not 
agreed to be bound by the treaty.”

He said that the ICC “could have 

a chilling effect on the willingness of 
States to project power in defence of 
their moral and security interests.”

That the US sees its “projec-
tion of power” as encompassing 
every single country in the world 
is indicated by Crossman’s remark 
that “At any given time, US forces 
are located in close to 100 nations 
around the world, conduct-
ing peacekeeping and human-
itarian operations and fighting 
inhumanity.”

LAW UNTO 
THEMSELVES

Indicating that the US govern-
ment and US military forces are a 
“law unto themselves”, he claimed 
that “by putting US officials and 
our men and women in uniform 
at risk of politicised prosecutions, 

the ICC will complicate US military 
cooperation with many friends 
and allies who would then have a 
treaty obligation to hand over US 
nationals to the Court – even over 
US objections.”

“Nations with accountable, 
democratic governments do not 
abuse their own people or wage 
wars of conquest and terror,” said 
Crossman.

While asserting that the US 
believes “in justice and the pro-
motion of the rule of law,” it has 
already torn up a range of treaties 
with other states and is under-
mining the United Nations to the 
point where it has become unable 
to enforce its major decisions. 
Furthermore, the US systemati-
cally ignores the UN whenever it 
believes that it is in its interests to 
do so.  

Blindsided at Nine Darwin
MEAA statement from the Nine Publishing national house committee

We stand with our colleagues at Nine 
Darwin, who have been blindsided by 
management’s decision to decimate 
the bureau and cut all but one report-
er and one camera operator job.

Darwin viewers will now be left without 
a local 6pm Nine news bulletin, with viewers 
to get their nightly news from the Queens-
land newsroom.

Since 1971, Nine Darwin has been an 
integral part of the Northern Territory’s 
media landscape, covering everything from 
Cyclone Tracy on Christmas Day in 1974 to 
the Bali 5 release, and recent court trials that 
have shaped our nation, including that of NT 
police officer Zachary Rolfe.

Territorians cannot be properly served by 
a newsroom thousands of kilometres away.

We also stand with our colleagues in the 
Gold Coast newsroom, who have also learned 
their newsroom is facing job losses.

These newsrooms have been places to 
foster young reporters who have gone on to 
become household names and have worked 
tirelessly to serve their audiences.

This decision fails to value the role region-
al media plays in bringing truth and power to 

Australian audiences and leaves a troubling 
reporting gap in a large part of our nation.

We call on Nine Broadcasting to rethink 
its position and stem any further cuts across 
its network.  

Lessons from 2008
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Reactionaries don’t need to 
be popular to stay in power 
– they just need to keep us 
distracted. While the cost-of-
living spirals, wages stagnate, 
and unions face relentless 
attacks, the right zeroes in on 
convenient scapegoats: ban-
ning trans healthcare, stirring 
up fear around migrants, or 
launching moral panics about 
education.

In all of these so-called “culture 
wars,” the objective is the same: 
create a wedge within the working 
class, pitting us against each other 
so we don’t unite against the real 
culprits – bosses, landlords, and 
complicit politicians.

In Queensland, we see this 
tactic in the Liberal National Party’s 
(LNP) ban on hormone treatments 
for trans youth. 

Once any minority group is 
successfully targeted, broader 
rights – including workers’ rights 
– are at risk.

The LNP’s ban on puberty 
blockers and hormone replace-
ment therapy for minors is a direct 
assault on what the Australian 
Medical Association (AMA), the 
Endocrine Society of Australia, and 
many global health bodies deem 
vital medical care. The LNP cites 
the UK’s ban as “proof” of doubt 
about these treatments, pointing 
to the controversial Cass Review, 
widely criticised for bias and min-
imal input from trans people or 
experienced clinicians.

They also raise allegations 
of malpractice at a single Cairns 
clinic to justify outlawing an entire 
field of healthcare. If one doctor 
mis-prescribed insulin, would we 
ban all diabetics from accessing it? 
Obviously not.

Dr Nick Yim, AMA Queensland 
president, puts it plainly: “We 
cannot let a knee-jerk reaction to 
an isolated incident deprive people 
of the care they need.” Instead of a 
targeted investigation, the LNP has 
imposed a blanket ban – a political 
decision, not a medical one.

Health Minister Tim Nicholls 
claims “children’s wellbeing” is 
his priority, but his actions tell a 
different story. This ban ignores 
decades of puberty blockers 
being safely used for conditions 
like precocious puberty or endo-
metriosis – only now declared 
“dangerous” in the context of trans 
youth. Nicholls also dismisses last 
year’s independent review of the 
Queensland Children’s Gender 
Service, which found no evidence 
of coercion and recommended 
expanding these services instead 
of slashing them.

This inconsistency reveals the 
true motive: weaponising transpho-
bia to distract from skyrocketing 
rents, flat wages, and underfunded 

public services. Queensland’s LNP is 
simply mimicking the international 
trend of anti-trans bans in the UK 
and various US states, all under 
the guise of “protecting children” – 
while stubbornly refusing to address 
genuine crises in healthcare, hous-
ing, and education.

Such attacks can only gain 
traction when working-class 
power is diminished and left-wing 
alternatives aren’t clearly on offer. 
After Hawke and Keating adopted 
neoliberal reforms – privatising 
industries, slashing union power, 
and overhauling the economy – 
many workers felt abandoned. 
By the time John Howard took 
power, the labour movement was 
weakened, and he could intensify 
anti-union policies and push a 
regressive agenda on social issues.

Today’s Queensland LNP ban 
on trans healthcare is cut from 
the same cloth: distract from dire 
economic realities – low wages, 
high rents – and test how easily a 
wedge issue can divide the working 
class, opening the door for bigger 
attacks on unions, social services, 
and civil liberties.

From Queensland to West-
minster to US state legislatures, 
conservative governments keep 
adopting the same playbook. They 
demonise minorities, amplify 
culture wars, and escalate police 
powers to distract from austerity, 
wage theft, or climate inaction.

Australia isn’t immune: attacks 
on the CFMEU, hostility to pro-Pal-
estine demonstrations, and the 
clampdown on climate protesters 
are all part of the same divide-and-
conquer strategy as well as trying 
to suppress dissent. It flourishes 
whenever genuine working-class 
political power hasn’t honed our 
strategy of organising and standing 
together no matter what the issue is.

Transphobia, like other social 
oppressions and discrimination, 
is more than personal prejudice. 
Historically, capitalism and colo-
nialism forced rigid gender norms 
to control labour and reproduction. 
Today, politicians use transphobia 
to split the working class – if we’re 
busy debating who “deserves” 
rights, we’re less likely to unite the 
working class over shared economic 
interests.

Each time trans people are 
stripped of vital healthcare, it nor-
malises the idea that some groups 
are disposable. That opens the way 
for further oppression, from clamp-
ing down on unions to tightening 
protest laws. In that sense, “culture 
wars” aren’t beside class politics – 
they’re a strategic part of it.

Within left circles, there’s a 
recurring worry: that prioritis-
ing trans rights (or other social 
issues) detracts from key econom-
ic battles. But that is exactly how 

divide-and-conquer succeeds. If 
we act like trans healthcare is a 
sideshow, we allow reactionaries to 
shape the narrative – and to isolate 
and target small groups now, so 
they can come after broader worker 
protections later.

Moreover, bigotry doesn’t pull 
the vast majority of workers into 
unions or campaigns. Aside from a 
fringe of ultra-conservatives, people 
generally organise because they 
need decent wages, job security, 
and affordable housing. Politicians 
dangle hate to distract us from these 
unifying on these bread-and-butter 
issues. Ignoring the culture war 
doesn’t stop it; it just gives the right 
a free pass to inflame prejudices 
and fracture solidarity.

That’s why we must hold the 
line on any attack aimed at mar-
ginalised communities whether it 
be people with disability, mental 
illness or First Australians. The best 
traditions of the labour movement 

insist that an attack on one is an 
attack on all. This principle isn’t 
just moral – it’s a tactical necessi-
ty. If we let trans rights slip now, 
tomorrow it could be migrant 
rights, then union rights, then the 
right to strike.

A crucial part of refusing to let 
culture-war debates divide us is not 
engaging in bad-faith arguments 
about whether a minority “deserves” 
healthcare or dignity. We hold it 
as non-negotiable that no work-
er’s rights are up for debate. This 
stance unites us around a simple 
truth: scapegoating is a tool for 
exploitation. By defending trans 
workers and trans youth today, we 
strengthen the entire working class 
and close off reactionary avenues 
for future attacks.

Social controversies, from trans 
healthcare bans to anti-immigrant 
rhetoric, are calculated attempts to 
split the working class. Ignoring 
these attacks won’t preserve our 

unity; it will give reactionaries 
free rein to shape the conversation 
and pick off different groups one 
by one. Only by actively defending 
every section of our class can we 
prevent these wedge tactics from 
undermining our power.

When we stand in solidarity 
with trans youth, we’re defending 
more than one group’s rights – 
we’re defending the principle that 
no worker can be cast aside for 
political expediency. That unity is 
what truly frightens the establish-
ment and their corporate allies.

By ceding nothing on social 
issues, we make it impossible for 
them to divide us, and we lay the 
foundations for a working-class 
movement strong enough to fight 
for all – on wages, housing, health-
care, and beyond. That’s how we 
break the cycle of distraction and 
exploitation, and build a future 
where no one’s rights are ever 
negotiable.  

Dutton for sale
The ACTU has criticised billionaire 
mining magnate Gina Rinehart for 
behaving like an oligarch for trying 
to buy influence over the Coalition’s 
industrial relations policy.

Disclosures from the Australian Elec-
toral Commission have revealed that Gina 
Rinehart is the Coalition’s second-largest 
donor, channelling $500,000 in political 
donations to the Coalition using multiple 
accounts through her company, Hancock 
Prospecting. It’s clear that Australia’s richest 
person is seeking to buy her way into shaping 
workplace laws that will drive down wages 
for working people.

Rinehart’s influence over Coalition 
policies is clearly on display given the Coa-
lition’s commitment to scrap multi-em-
ployer bargaining and re-open the labour 
hire and casual work loopholes, which has 
allowed mining companies to cut wages and 
conditions.

Rinehart has also recently hosted fund-
raisers for Peter Dutton, charging guests 
$14,000 a head, an amount just below the 
threshold that would require donors to be 
publicly listed.

In March 2024, when Opposition Leader 
Peter Dutton flew to Perth for just an hour to 
attend Rinehart’s 70th birthday party before 

returning to Melbourne to campaign on cost-
of-living. When asked about his relationship 
with Rinehart, Dutton said:

“I was very proud to be at Gina Rinehart’s 
70th birthday. I consider her to be a dear 
friend, a great Australian, and Australia’s 
most successful businesswoman.”

In a speech given to the Sydney Mining 
Club on 23 August 2012, Rinehart claimed 
that Australian wages were too expensive 
and too uncompetitive:

“Africans want to work, and its workers 
are willing to work for less than two dollars 
a day. Such statistics make me worry for this 
country’s future.”

“Why not ask whether lowering the min-
imum wages and lowering taxes would make 
employers hire more people?”

Commented ACTU Secretary, Sally 
McManus: “Democracy should belong to the 
people, not an oligarch like Gina Rinehart, 
who wields massive influence over Peter 
Dutton and thinks Australians should work 
for two dollars a day.

“No billionaire should be able to use their 
limitless resources to influence politics to 
scrap workers’ rights.”  

Unite for rights

The best traditions of the  
labour movement insist that  

an attack on one  
is an attack on all.
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Finance capitalism is characterised by a pre-
dominance of the pursuit of profit from the 
purchase and sale of, or investment in, cur-
rencies and financial products such as bonds, 
stocks, futures, and other derivatives. It also 
includes the lending of money at interest.

In financial capitalism, financial intermediaries 
become large concerns, ranging from banks to invest-
ment firms. Where deposit banks attract savings and 
lend out money, investment banks obtain funds on the 
interbank market to re-lend for investment purposes; 
investment firms, by comparison, act on behalf of 
other concerns, by selling their equities or securities 
to investors, for investment purposes.

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS
The meaning of the term financial capitalism goes 

beyond the importance of financial intermediation in 
the modern capitalist economy. It also encompasses 
the significant influence of the wealth holders on the 
political process and the aims of economic policy.

The 21st century predominance of finance capital 
led to a preference for speculation – Casino Capital-
ism – over investment for entrepreneurial growth in 
the global economy.

Marxist analysis reveals the transformation of 
competitive and pluralistic ‘liberal capitalism’ into 
monopolistic ‘finance capital.’

Lenin concluded of the banks at that time that they 
were “the chief nerve centres of the whole capitalist 
system of national economy.”

Georgi Dimitrov in his speech to the 7th Congress 
of the Communist International 1935 described fas-
cism as “the open terrorist dictatorship of the most 
reactionary, most chauvinistic and most imperialist 
elements of finance capital.” Fascism is the power of 
finance capital itself. It is the organisation of terrorist 
vengeance against the working class and the revolu-
tionary section of the peasantry and intelligentsia. In 
foreign policy, fascism is jingoism in its most brutal 
form, fomenting bestial hatred of other nations.

The concentration of monopoly power is also 
connected with the role of finance in the economy. 
Access to finance is a key weapon in a corporation’s 
armoury. Loans and debt provide corporations with 
the financial firepower to, for example, sell goods below 
cost for a period of time to put rivals out of business, 
or even to take over other corporations.

Both debt and mergers and acquisitions have 
boomed in recent decades, cementing corporate 
concentration and monopoly capital. As the Balanced 
Economy Project puts it: “Finance likes to throw cheap, 
plentiful credit at powerful, wealthy monopolists like 
Amazon, while starving their competitors. Venture 
capitalists talk of ‘kill zones’ where innovative firms 
can’t access reasonable financing because lenders judge 
them to be operating in areas where the monopolists 
can kill them at will.”

This has been helped by a tremendous concentra-
tion within the financial industry itself. A new aristoc-
racy of finance has increasingly monopolised access 

to credit and favoured large, increasingly globalised 
corporations. In turn, chasing the capital necessary 
for expansion means corporations are not simply 
competing to make better products within a specific 
sector, but competing against every other corporation 
for investment from a concentrated financial sector, 
hardwiring a tendency across the economy to seek 
short-term profit maximisation as opposed to sus-
tainable businesses.

Increasingly, the largest shareholders in all major 
transnational corporations are made up of the same 
enormous investment funds, with three massive asset 
management firms – BlackRock, Vanguard and State 
Street – responsible for US$20 trillion in assets. As 
Common Wealth finds, the Big 3 dominate global 
financial markets: in the US, one of the Big 3 firms 
is the largest shareholder in 495 out of the 500 S&P 
500 companies, a basket comprising the largest US 
corporations, which includes everything from Exxon 
to Tesla, and Pfizer to Facebook.

Together, they control a staggering 20 percent of 
the average company in this index, and a recent study 
suggested this ownership concentration could double 
to 40 percent within the next 20 years.

In an economy where access to capital is the high-
est priority, these corporations have enormous power. 
One columnist writes in The New York Times: “their 
rise has come at the cost of intense concentration in 
corporate ownership, potentially supercharging the 
oligopolistic effects of already oligopolistic industries 
… in the future, about a dozen people at investment 
firms will hold power over most American companies.” 
Similar consolidation has taken place in other parts 
of the financial sector.

The decisions which are being made by monopo-
lies are deeply political in nature: what should society 
make, for whom, and how? Who should get to partake 
in these products and services and on what terms?

Particularly when we’re talking about the things 
we need to live – food and medicines – it’s obvious 
how economic concentration can warp and subvert 
resource allocation in a way which threatens basic 
human rights. We’re also talking about less essen-
tial products and services, how we utilise society’s 
resources is an important question that goes to the 
heart of the issue.

Food monopolies are intensifying agricultural 
production in ways that both produce more emissions 
and which leave us vulnerable to climate impacts by 
increased use of monoculture crops. But there are 
other ways monopolies fuel climate change too.

The energy sector is dominated by massive corpo-
rations. Oil giants are particularly well known: think 
Shell, BP, Exxon, Chevron, and Total. As with food 
corporations, these conglomerates made profits of 
$195 billion in 2022, at precisely the time so many 
people struggled to pay vastly inflated energy bills.

These same corporations used around $110 billion 
to directly enrich their wealthy shareholders, rather 
than investing it into any form of energy transition. In 
fact, what funds they did invest were overwhelmingly 
in further fossil fuel production, not in renewables.  

Remembering Operation 
Cyclone: USA as state 
sponsor of terrorism

The United States is one of the world’s most prolific state 
sponsors of terrorism. It’s time to remember all the times 
the USA has sponsored terror, including Operation Timber 
Sycamore in Syria and Operation Cyclone, in Afghanistan.

Operation Cyclone was the CIA program to finance the 
Mujahideen in Afghanistan between 1979 and 1992, to fight 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan (DRA). Operation 
Cyclone is significant because it was one of the longest-run-
ning and most expensive CIA operation in world history. In 
1979 it was a modest $700,000, but by 1987 it was $630 
million a year. The USA sent some of its most advanced 
weapons to the group that would later become the Taliban.

These facts aren’t well known.

It is often falsely claimed that the DRA was a Soviet puppet 
(it was not, it had a complex relation with the Soviets, and 
was plagued by factional splits), and that the USSR invad-
ed Afghanistan (it did not, see below). What happened was 
that the United States (through the CIA) and Britain (through 
MI6) funded the terrorists to destabilise the DRA; thus what 
followed – an asymmetric and catastrophic “Civil War,” if it 
can be called that, since it began as a US-led invasion.

The Soviet “invasion” was not an invasion at all, but rath-
er involvement in defending Afghanistan in the Civil War 
against the United States-sponsored terrorists. The Soviets 
were only responding to the fact that the USA had become, 
to use their phrase, state sponsors of terrorism. That, plain 
and simple, is what happened, despite what the victors (the 
terrorists, the USA), have said. As the saying goes: history 
is written by the victors.

The real reason the USA funded the terrorist forces in 
Afghanistan was because they didn’t like the fact that 
Afghanistan was a socialist country, pursuing a socialist pro-
gram and a communist society.

Peace needs a plan. We have forgotten that forging peace 
and harmony in the world requires that major countries 
play their part and plan for a shared future for human-
kind. China’s foreign policy is based on the famous “Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence”: 1. Mutual respect for 
each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty; 2. Mutual 
non-aggression; 3. Mutual non-interference in each other’s 
internal affairs; 4. Equality and co-operation for mutual ben-
efit; and 5. Peaceful co-existence. Internationalism, peace, 
socialism: these are the cornerstones of Chinese foreign 
policy.

In recent times China has launched three major initiatives: 
the Global Development Initiative, the Global Civilisation 
Initiative, and the Global Security Initiative, to tackle three 
areas that require urgent attention in a degraded interna-
tional relations situation: economic development, respect 
for cultural heritage, and eliminating terrorism and regional 
instability.

The difference couldn’t be starker.

The United States government and military are a disease, 
a cancer on the planet, and the greatest obstacle to peace 
that humankind has ever known. We must never forget, as it 
punishes Cuba, North Korea, Iran, and Syria for being “state 
sponsors of terrorism,” that the United States is the biggest 
financier of state terrorism the world has ever known. The 
lengths to which it will go to try to eliminate communism, 
socialism, and Marxism are boundless. But so too the resist-
ance to US imperialism is boundless. In the end, we will win. 
The forces of peace will overcome the forces of war.

PEACE NOTES
Political economy

Finance capital and 
casino capitalism

Photo: pickpik.com (CC0)
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Members of the Sunshine Coast Branch 
of the CPA stumbled upon a statement 
from 1931 outlining the CPA’s posi-
tion in solidarity with Aboriginal Aus-
tralians. It marks the CPA as the first 
Australian political party to have an 
official policy standing for the rights 
of First Australians.

It outlines the genocide, many massa-
cres, injustices, and abuses First Austral-
ians suffered, that have continued to the 
present. This publication marked the CPA  
as the very first Australian political party to 
ever have an official stance/policy to stand 
for First Australians’ wellbeing and rights. 
This incredible achievement demonstrates 
our Party’s longstanding commitment to 
justice in the fight for the liberation of the 
Australian working class; liberation that will 
never be complete without First Nations 
emancipation.

The CPA recognises these terms are slurs, 
extremely offensive and rightfully under 
modern lenses recognised as hateful. Simply 
it was wrong then and it remains an error 
today, however after much deliberation it 
was decided not to edit the text to change 
the terms. It demonstrates how far the evo-
lution has come in language. Despite this, 
the article wholeheartedly demonstrates its 
compassion and solidarity with First Aus-
tralians’ liberation.

The following is the statement from 1931:

The Aboriginal races, the original inhab-
itants of Australia, are among the most 
exploited subject peoples in the world. 
Not only are inhuman exploitation, forced 
labour and actual slavery forced upon the 
Aboriginals, but a campaign of mass phys-
ical extermination is being and has been 
carried on against them, until today less 
than 60,000 full bloods have survived the 
murder drive – out of the million or more 
who inhabited Australia less than one and 
a half centuries ago.

Such gentle British colonising devices as 
“Abo shooting hunts,” poisoning of the only 
water holes in the desert country, cyanide in 
the meat, and strychnine in the flour, police 
shooting parties, burning the bush over 
their heads, segregating sexes, kidnapping 
the children – particularly females – and 
putting them to work hundreds of miles 
away from their race and parents; killing 
off the game on the territory inhabited by 
Aboriginals, thus starving them to death; 
arresting without any warrant or for that 
matter, any cause whatever, the most virile 
men in the tribes (after killing off the aged 
and infirm) and forcing the arrested to work 
with chains around their necks on Govern-
ment roads and for station owners; issuing 
licences to any capitalist desiring to employ 
“unlimited numbers of natives without pay 
(for an indefinite period),” setting up organ-
isations of crawlers and kidnappers, known 
as “Aboriginals Protection Boards” to enslave 
the remaining members of the tribes; and 
“Mission Stations,” under dope-peddlers to 
muster the youth so that they can be sold 
into slavery – such truly British methods 

were used, and are still being used to enslave 
the Australian Aboriginals and to totally 
exterminate the race so that the crimes of 
British and Australian imperialists may be 
covered up.

NO POLITICAL RIGHTS
The Aboriginals have no political, social, 

or economic rights, no right to have prop-
erty; they are denied education, or to have 
schools of their own; intellectuals from among 
the Aboriginals are not allowed to practice 
their professions; the tribal customs and 
arts are stifled; wages are not to be paid to 
Aboriginal workers excepting to the amount 
of 10/-* per week, but the Government gets 
5/- of this amount for the APB [Aboriginals 
Protection Board], and no wages at all to be 
paid by holders of licences. Although subject 
to all the penalties of the capitalist criminal 
code in the courts of justice(?).

Aboriginals have no status therein, and 
their evidence is inadmissible in “mixed” 
cases. Police accusers have the right (and 
exercise it) to beat and even shoot the accused 
until they plead “guilty” to whatever crime the 
police desire to place upon them. Individuals 
who expose the maltreatment of Aboriginals, 
or who discover the burnt remains of whole 
tribes, and demand inquiries, are officially 
threatened with death, and transported. (Rev 
ERB Gribble, 1926 massacre.)

When inquiries are held into police mur-
ders of Aboriginals, and the inquiries are 
remarkably few, police only are put on the 
Inquiry Commission (exposure of Constable 
Murray, 1928-9), and always find the mas-
sacres “justified” because the victims “did 
not stop when the King’s name was called 
out to them” – this, despite the fact that they 
cannot understand English.

WOMEN PERSECUTED
The women of the Aboriginal race are 

subjected to terrifying experiences – there 
is no protection of them, de-spite the “ordi-
nances” that appear on the statute books. 
Not only are they the legitimate prey of the 
station owners, government officials, but 
the so- called “protectors of the Aboriginals” 
have been proved to have raped the women 
without any action being taken.

The tribal natives who object to this prac-
tice are murdered for their objections, but 
should one native be successful in preventing 
his own murder, and succeed in killing the 
station owner, then “drastic steps” are taken, 
not only against him, but against the whole 
tribe, which is thereupon exterminated by an 
infuriated mob led by the mounted constable 
“protectors” of the Aboriginals.

Mothers and fathers have no right to 
their own children, and police, APB rats, or 
others appointed, may kidnap them at any 
time, in any place, without the knowledge 
of the parents, and hire the children out as 
slaves, gaol them on fake charges, or put 
them in “homes” of correction.

This happens every day in all parts of 
Australia, not only to full-blooded Aborigi-
nals, but to half-castes as well. Aboriginals 
(full or half-caste) who take part in politics 
are subject to the vilest of terror, denied 

the right to live, and threatened with their 
children being taken from them, and they 
themselves with being gaoled for cattle 
stealing or any other charge that may be 
considered necessary.

STARVATION RATIONS
In NSW the scale of rations of Aborigi-

nals is 3/10 per week for adults and 1/10 for 
children – little more than half that granted 
to white workers – which is just part of the 
general drive against the Aboriginals to make 
their standard of living considerably lower 
than that for other unemployed workers, and 
is part of the drive to exterminate the race.

Under the regime of the social fascist 
Labor governments, Federal and State, the 
victimisation and exploitation of the Aborig-
inals are intensified and repressive measures 
on the part of the police are encouraged. The 
Scullin government recently raised the scale 
of “wages” for the Aboriginals, but in the 
same ordinance, takes 50 per cent of these 
“wages” for itself, whilst in no way enforcing 
payment to the Aboriginals.

Hitherto, the conditions of the Aboriginals 
have not been considered, by workers in the 
revolutionary movement, and the rank and 
file organisation set up by the Aboriginals 
was allowed to be broken up by the APB, the 
missionaries, and the police, but henceforth 
no struggle of the white workers must be per-
mitted without demands for the Aboriginals 
being championed; no political campaigns 
without political programs applicable to our 
fellow exploited – the Aboriginals – being 
formulated.

The fifty thousand Aboriginals in the 
Federal territories, the few hundred in each 
State, and the tens of thousands of half-caste 
workers in each State and the territory must 
be mobilised around the program of demands 
outlined below.

The white workers in unions, and in other 

mass organisations, the intellectuals, scien-
tists and humanitarians; must all unite with 
the Communist Party in a common fighting 
front against murderous rapacious imperi-
alism, and help win back for the natives of 
Australia part of their native country and 
common rights as human beings. 

The Communist Party, speaking in the 
name of white and black workers of Aus-
tralia, demands:

(1) Full and equal rights of all Aborigi-
nals – economically, socially, and politically 
– with white races.

(2) Absolute political freedom for Aborig-
inals and half-castes; right to membership in, 
and right to organise, political, economic and 
cultural organisations, “mixed,” or Aborigi-
nal. Right, to participate in demonstrations 
and public affairs. Right to leave Australia 
as full citizens.

(3) Removal of all colour restrictions on 
Aboriginals or half-castes, in professions, 
sports, etc. Aboriginal intellectuals, school 
teachers, etc., not to be prevented from prac-
tising because of the “colour line.”

(4) Cancellation of all licenses to employ 
Aboriginals without pay. Cancellation of all 
indentures and forced labour conditions from 
Aboriginals, and payment at full wages for 
all time worked.

(5) Prohibition of slave and forced labour, 
whether through the APB police, indentures, 
missions, or otherwise, and compensation 
for all previously employed.

(6) Unconditional release from gaol of 
all Aboriginals or half-castes, and no further 
arrests until aboriginal juries can hear and 
decide cases.

(7) Abolition of Aboriginals Protection 
Boards – Capitalism’s slave recruiting 
agencies and terror organisations against 
Aboriginals and half-castes.

(8) Absolute prohibition of the kid-
napping of Aboriginal children by the APB 

Communist Party’s fight for Aboriginals
Draft program of struggle against slavery 1931

Full Economic, Political and Social Rights

henceforth no struggle of the white workers must be 
permitted without demands for the Aboriginals being 
championed; no political campaigns without political 

programs applicable to our fellow exploited – the 
aborigines – being formulated.
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Communist Party’s fight for Aboriginals
Draft program of struggle against slavery 1931

Full Economic, Political and Social Rights

whether to hire them out as slaves, place them 
in “missions,” gaols or “correction” homes.

(9) Full and unrestricted right of Aborig-
inal and half-caste parents to their children 
without living in constant fear that the APB 
or mission stations will kidnap them to send 
into slavery.

(10) Aboriginal children to be permitted 
to attend public and high schools and to sit 
for all examinations.

(11) Liquidation of all missions and 
so-called homes for Aboriginals, as these are 
part of the weapons being used to extermi-
nate the Aboriginal race by segregating the 
sexes, and ending the young girls into slavery.

(12) Full right of the Aboriginals to 
develop native culture. Right to establish 
their own schools, train their own teach-
ers, for the children of the Aboriginals and 
half-castes. The Australian Government 
to make available sums of money for such 
purposes, to be paid into and controlled by 
committees comprised solely of Aboriginals 
and half-castes.

(13) Unemployed Aboriginals to be paid 
sums not less than other workers as unem-
ployment allowance. Employed workers to 
have the 7-hour day, 5-day week, with pay 
at the same rates as other races.

(14) The handing over to the Aboriginals 
of large tracts of watered and fertile country, 
with towns, seaports, railways, roads, etc., 
to become one or more independent Abo-
riginal states or republics. The handing back 
to the Aboriginals of all Central, Northern, 
and North West Australia to enable the 
Aboriginals to develop their native pursuits.

These Aboriginal republics to be inde-
pendent of Australian or other foreign powers. 
To have the right to make treaties with foreign 
owners, including Australia, establish their 
own army, governments, industries, and in 
every way be independent of imperialism.

Workers, intellectuals, humanitarians, 
scientists, anti-imperialists, fight for these 
demands for the Aboriginal race. Prevent 
Capitalism exterminating this race through 
bare-faced murder or slavery.

Struggle with the Aboriginals against 
Australian Imperialism!

Workers and oppressed peoples of all 
lands, unite! 

Smash Imperialism!
*10/– = ten shillings and no pennies in pre-
decimal currency.
Article is unedited, apart from replacing 
‘Aborigine/s’ - standard at the time -  with 
‘Aboriginal/s’ throughout.
Introduction by Che Janz  

Marcus Browning

The mass media and the leaders of 
many capitalist countries – including 
Australia – spent 27 January recall-
ing the liberation of the Nazi death 
camp at Owicim. Although located in 
the Polish province of Galicia, the site 
will forever be known by its German 
name of Auschwitz.

On 27 January at the site of the death 
camp a selective historical cross section 
gathered: among them the Catholic Church 
which betrayed Jews to the Nazis and the 
Italian fascists; representatives from the 
British and Danish royals, whose various 
family members formed Hitler admiration 
groups during the 1930s-40s; Ukrainian 
fascist Volodymyr Zelensky, and Australian 
foreign minister, willing US hand-puppet, 
Penny Wong. 

But while various government leaders 
and newspaper editorial writers were busy 
denouncing antisemitism and expressing 
their abhorrence of the Holocaust while 
conflating criticism of Israel’s crimes with 
antisemitism, certain basic facts were either 
glossed over, distorted or just plain ignored.

Mostly glossed over also was the fact 
that Auschwitz was liberated, on a wintry 27 
January 1945, by the advancing Red Army, 
which at colossal cost in men and materiel 
had smashed the Nazi war machine.

Estimates of the total number of people 
who perished at Auschwitz vary from 
1,000,000 to 2,500,000. What proportion 
were Jewish also varies from half to two 
thirds, but whatever it was it is surely horrific.

The Red Army found only 7,650 survivors 
still in the camp. The Nazis had removed the 
other remaining prisoners 10 days earlier 
to Dachau, Mauthausen, and other camps 
in Germany.

Ignored is the fact that Nazi extermina-
tion was not limited to the Jews. They began 
by murdering the Communists, Socialists, 
and trade union activists.

They went on to kill Gypsies, and the 
mentally ill. Then the Jews, and then the 
“Bolshevik submen” of Eastern Europe.

In fact, taking account of the activities of 
the Nazis’ special punitive units employing 
mobile gas chamber vans, flame throwers for 

burning alive populations of entire villages, 
and other such refined barbarisms, millions 
of Slavs – Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, Bye-
lorussians – were also systematically exter-
minated by Hitler’s brown plague.

It is not downplaying the appalling gen-
ocide against the Jews to ask why the simul-
taneous genocide against so many Slavs and 
others is passed over?

The Nazis regarded their “non-Aryan” 
victims as sub-human, and therefore unde-
serving of any pity or humanitarian concern. 
The bestiality that German military and police 
were encouraged to practice could be given 
free rein with such “creatures.”

Ignored most assiduously, too, is the fact 
that the death camps were not only about 
killing people, about the “final solution.” 
They were about profit and big business.

Auschwitz was in fact a complex of three 
neighbouring camps. Auschwitz I was the 
smallest and built first (opened in April 1940). 
It was used mainly for political prisoners.

Auschwitz II is the well-known death 
camp near the village of Birkenau, opened 
in October 1941. Auschwitz III, near the vil-
lage of Dwory, was from May 1942 a slave 
labour camp.

Auschwitz III supplied slave workers for 
the large chemical and synthetic-rubber works 
of IG Farben conveniently located nearby. IG 
Farben also made lots of money supplying 
the German government with the poison 
gas used in the extermination chambers of 
Auschwitz II and other camps.

Prisoners arriving at Auschwitz were 
separated into those who were fit for work 
and those who were not. The old, the ill and 
children were put in the latter category.

These were sent off to be starved, hanged, 
shot, or gassed to death, their clothes, hair, 
gold teeth and other meagre possessions 
appropriated to swell the coffers of the Reich.

The others, the “lucky” ones, were sent 
to the forced labour camp. Here, as with all 
the unfortunates (especially those from the 
East) they were forced to do slave labour in 
Germany or the occupied territories; they 
were officially “worked to death” (in accord-
ance with a protocol of 18 September 1942, 
between Himmler and Minister of Justice 
Thierack).

The Nuremberg indictments rightly 

described this exploitation as being based 
on “the concept of extermination.”

An order issued by Germany’s Plenipo-
tentiary General for Manpower, Ernst (Fritz) 
Sauckel, said that all foreign workers assigned 
to forced labour “must be fed, sheltered, and 
treated in such a way as to exploit them to 
the highest possible extent at the lowest 
conceivable degrees of expenditure.”

Quintessential capitalism, really. They 
would introduce such a system everywhere 
if only the workers wouldn’t object.

All the big German corporations clam-
oured for access to slave labour – whether the 
slave labour of the camps or the shipments 
of slave workers provided directly from 
occupied countries to German employers.

Making the link between exploitation and 
genocide quite clear was a special order issued 
on 12 June 1944: “Army Group Centre has 
the intention to apprehend 40,000-50,000 
youths at the ages of ten to fourteen who are 
in the army territory and to transport them 
to the Reich.

“It is intended to allot these juveniles 
primarily to the German trades as appren-
tices to be used as skilled workers after two 
years’ training. ... This Action is aimed not 
only at preventing a direct reinforcement of 
the enemy’s military strength but also at a 
reduction of his biological potentialities as 
viewed from the perspective of the future.”

“A reduction of [the enemy’s] biological 
potentialities” – as neat a description of 
genocide as you could find.

Auschwitz was not the only German death 
camp. And if the Soviet Army had not beaten 
the crap out of the Nazi war machine, the 
Hitlerites had plans for even bigger death 
camps across the USSR.

The blueprints were already drawn up for 
camps that would dwarf Auschwitz, both in 
numbers exterminated and – above all – in 
the number of slave labourers who would 
be put to work there.

The Soviet people and their Army put paid 
to these nightmarish schemes, at an unim-
aginable cost; 24-27 million Soviet citizens.

When they liberated Auschwitz, they 
liberated us all.  

Death camps,  
slaves and profits

Photo: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland – flickr.com (CC BY-ND 2.0)
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From China with love
Elon Musk’s Tesla car sales plum-
meted in 2024 after rapid growth 
in 2023, forcing the company to 
cut production. Things are look-
ing worse for 2025 for the rich-
est person on earth with US$436 
billion known wealth. The loss 
of sales might make a dent in his 
vast fortunes but perhaps more 
troubling for Musk, a dent in his 
trumped up hyper ego.

And why the downturn in Tesla 
sales? It’s not just because he is a fascist 
demolishing government departments 
and sacking workers. He’s been hit with 
real competition!

Don’t capitalists believe in compe-
tition? Not when it comes from China.

Cars such as the BYD, Haval, MG, 
and GWM are making a hit as they 
come onto the market. And there are 
good reasons why.

Firstly, they are far cheaper – a 
fraction of the price – than comparable 
Japanese or Tesla models. They offer a 
full range of vehicles including electric, 
SUVs, and commercial.

Their performance is just as good 
or even superior.

In addition, they have state-of-the-
art safety features only found in far more 
expensive cars and offer great comfort.

For those who care about body 
work and appearance they have a 
modern look.

The cars are rapidly penetrating 
Europe and the US. It may just be a 
matter of time before Musk tries to ban 
Chinese vehicles in the US where his 
Tesla sales have taken a dive.

Chinese AI might not be the only 
technology that wipes stock off the 
US stock exchange. (See page 12 for 
DeepSeek)  

C Bartholomew

Love of poetry has been a common 
feature among socialists since Marx 
and Engels’ admiration for the likes 
of Shakespeare, Byron, Percy Shelley, 
John Keats, and Heinrich Heine. Com-
munists have since made their mark 
on the world of poetry, be it in maga-
zines and newspapers, such as those 
of the Black Panthers, or the works 
of revolutionary leaders such as Mao 
Zedong and Ho Chi Minh. 

Indeed, poetry of some form has been 
a working-class tradition for centuries, 
from the ancient tradition of work songs 
to modern protest music and the many 
literary forms which have given expression 
to class struggle. 

Jeremy Corbyn and Len McCluskey’s 
rationale behind their poetry collection, 
Poetry for the Many, is to introduce readers 
to a variety of poets whose works speak of 

themes which resonate with workers and 
progressive politics. The collection does a 
good job at this, covering topics such as fem-
inism, anti-colonialism, peace movements, 
and class struggle.

The collection also features a diverse 
range of poets, including the likes of Oscar 
Wilde, and Dylan Thomas alongside Langston 
Hughes, and Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz. This 
eclectic mix of poets makes Poetry for the 
Many an engaging introduction for those 
new to the world of poetry, while also pro-
viding opportunities for more experienced 
readers to discover works they may not have 
encountered before.

For anyone who might doubt the power 
of the works selected for Poetry for the 
Many, I would urge them to reflect on the 
outrage the collection has spurred among 
right-wing reactionaries. One of the first 
reviews I found for the book was published 
by the website Mercator, which promotes 
itself as a “dignitarian” platform which 

centres humanity over “left or right, liberal 
or conservative” politics.

Mercator has proven this enlightened 
commitment to “common sense” over poli-
tics by publishing articles which: argue that 
First Nations Australians were never invaded 
by British colonisers; promote eugenicist 
anti-transgender conspiracy theories such 
as the “social contagion” myth; celebrate 
Trump’s attacks on the World Health Organ-
isation; cheer on the stripping away of abor-
tion rights around the world; advocate for 
climate change denial.

The response from platforms such as 
Mercator (whose criticisms of Corbyn and 
McCluskey’s book included that the red 
cover reminded them too much of Mao’s 
Little Red Book) calling the book a weapon 
of the “woke jihad” turning poetry into 
“progressive propaganda” is perhaps the 
strongest endorsement of Poetry for the 
Many’s success. 

My main criticism of Poetry for the 

Many is that it is too short. The collection 
was most likely kept to just over 50 poems to 
remain accessible for those exploring poetry 
for the first time. However, this inevitably 
meant that the collection only touches the 
surface of a much deeper well of poets and 
poems. I would love to see either a second 
collection or an expanded edition including 
Pablo Neruda, Audre Lorde, James Baldwin, 
Adrienne Rich, Oodgeroo Noonuccal, and 
other worthy poets.

Poetry for the Many achieves what it set 
out to do. It’s a great introduction to poetry 
which should leave readers wanting more. 
The selections by Corbyn and McCluskey, 
as well as a suite of guest contributors, are 
varied and engaging. While it may not be 
particularly groundbreaking, Poetry for the 
Many will likely have something valuable to 
offer for anyone who reads it.  

Book Review

Poetry for the Many

Solutions to Crossword
Guardian 03-02-2025 – Issue #2131

Across
3.	 �Liberation – Trans people need more than just acceptance, they also need this

4.	 �Vigil – What the Trans day of remembrance is celebrated as

6.	 �Performative – The opposite of a proactive ally (What you shouldn’t be)

7.	 �Blåhaj – Plush of marine creature, Trans icon

9.	 �Pronouns – Using them correctly shows respect

10.	�Empowerment – Promoting self-worth and pride in trans individuals

Down
1.	 �Martyrs – What all the brave trans people who fought for their rights now are

2.	 �Misgendering – Harming through use of wrong pronouns and/or labels

5.	 �Inclusion – All organisation should have as a core value to welcome and value all 
gender identities.

8.	 �TERF – Acronym for movement dedicated to spreading misinformation and hate 
towards Trans people.
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The president of Ecuador, Daniel 
Noboa, ordered the handover of the 
Galapagos Islands for the construc-
tion of a US military base, due to the 
approval of the “comprehensive secu-
rity project in the island region” and 
the “instructions for the application 
of cooperation agreements between 
Ecuador and the United States” on 
10 December.

With this decision, also arranged by the 
Governing Council of the province of Galapa-
gos, the military cooperation treaties between 
the United States and Ecuador signed by 
Noboa on 15 February 2024 come into force.

By means of the decree signed in February 
of that year, Quito ratified the agreement with 
Washington on the Status of Forces, signed 
on 6 October 2023, during the government 
of Guillermo Lasso, in which the military 
and civilian personnel of the Department of 
Defense were granted privileges, exemptions 
and immunity equivalent to those received by 
the administrative and technical personnel 
of the diplomatic missions under the Vienna 
Convention. This constitutes the establish-
ment of a military base.

In this sense, ships, military personnel, 
weapons, equipment and submarines will 
be able to be installed on the Galapagos 
Islands, an archipelago declared a World 
Natural Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1978.

According to the document, the objective 
of the US military installation in the archipel-
ago is to “operationalise the project in order 
to face the shared security challenges in the 
province of Galapagos, 600 miles [966km] 
from the Ecuadorian continental coast.”

The document also proposes “combating 
drug trafficking, illegal fishing and other illicit 
maritime activities in this region of Ecuador,” 
as well as “preventing violent conflicts and 
other related crimes between narco-terrorist 
groups fighting over drug export routes.”

UNDER IMPERIALIST 
CLAWS

In an interview with teleSUR, sociologist 
Natalia Sierra explained that the decision of 
the Noboa government to hand over these 
islands goes against what the Ecuadorian 
people decided in the referendum to approve 
the Constitution in 2008 regarding the pro-
hibition of military bases in the country.

“It is a wound to the sovereignty of the 
country, but also to a good of humanity, 
because the Galapagos Islands are a World 

Heritage Site. It is absolutely illegitimate,” 
Sierra said.

In the opinion of representatives of social 
and environmental organisations on Galap-
agos, the rule flagrantly violates Resolution 
258 of the Ecuadorian Constitution, which 
establishes that it is strictly mandatory not 
to carry out activities that may put the fragile 
ecosystem of Galapagos at risk.

Former Deputy Foreign Minister Fer-
nando Yépez said: “The National Assembly 
must request information and oversee the 
security cooperation agreements signed 

with the United States and their execution 
protocols, which respond to the strategic 
interests of that country and reflect the 
shameful submission of our foreign policy. 
Wake up Ecuador!”

Some experts say that this event is part 
of a military base that imperialism began 
to construct at the end of World War II as 
a strategy by the US to impose itself in the 
Latin American region, a key territory in 
terms of natural resources.
People’s Voice  

US to build military base on 
Galápagos Islands

Galápagos Islands – Sally Light foot crab. Photo: Anna Pha

Kurimakao – solidarity and joy
FJK

Kurimakao is a music and perform-
ing arts school in Cuba’s Matanzas 
province. During the ‘special period,’ 
in 1992, when Cubans faced massive 
deprivation, Commander of the Revo-
lution Fausino Perez and actor Manuel 
Porto started a school in a rural area 
with not much in the way of cultural 
activities.

The establishment was enthusiastically 
supported by then-President Fidel Castro.

Castro had noticed that improving litera-
cy and removing obstacles to education was 
not enough to guarantee equality for Cubans. 
Some groups were still soaring ahead due 
to ‘cultural capital’ – family and social con-
nections, and expectations. Just providing 
quality universal education wasn’t enough. It 
was decided that the answer was culture – all 
that intangible but important support that 
privileged people had long taken for granted.

Korimakao is a part of that. The school 
teaches performing arts and painting to 
young people from all over Cuba, as well as 
in the community of Palpite where the school 
is located. Korimakao also travels, bringing 
music and dance to remote communities all 
over Cuba via electrifying performances and 
workshops.

The school’s logo is a snail, because as 
Managing Director Yander M Roche Miralles 
says, “we bring our house with us.” Students 
are dedicated to this, practicing music and 
dance for hours every day. There is a perfor-
mance every night, and the recent Southern 
Cross Brigade was privileged to see four 
phenomenal performances as well as being 
treated to a two-hour salsa workshop from 
Kevin Dany, the passionate (and very patient) 
choreographer.

The Guardian, the Workers Weekly had 
the chance to interview singer and musi-
cian Yoanita Callejo Estrada. Yoanita was a 
member of Cuba’s national basketball team 
for three years before retiring due to injury 
and turning to the Cuban music she had 
always loved.

“When I was injured, I realised my sports 
career was over,” said Yoanita, “but when I 
came to Korimakao, I started discovering 
other things. I discovered art from the inside.”

Originally from Havana, a long way 
away, she had come to Matanzas to audition 
for another role when she heard about the 
Korimakao project.

Life isn’t easy for the performers. Resourc-
es are scarce. “On some trips we had to sleep 
on the beach! But it’s really important work. 
For some remote areas, the Korimakao visit 
is the only live culture they see.”

For Yoanita, it’s worth it – “there are 
a lot of artists in Cuba, but to be here (at 
Korimakao), you really need to love serving 
others.”

People ask why she’s there. Yoanita says 
the school has “something that keeps us here.”

Asked what that special thing is, she 
answered “It’s Cubanness – the solidarity, the 
joy, the way we bring culture to communities.”

Asked about favourite musical genres, 
Yoanita said she has a soft spot for older 
forms of Cuban music, and wants to rescue 
culture which is being lost – “youth are losing 
culture,” due to the  homogenising effect of 
music videos.

Asked how Guardian readers can support 
Cuba and Korimakao in particular, Yoanita 
simply suggested that people visit both!
Visits to the school can be arranged directly 
with the school, or through Armistur, Cuba’s 
state tourism agency.  

Guardian editor interviewing Johanna.
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The earliest days of the Trump 
presidency have brought imag-
es of threat, bullying and all 
that is worst about autocracy 
in action. Some commentators 
claim him to be mad. Others 
say that it is a charade aimed 
at keeping other countries and 
leaders in a state of perpetu-
al anxiety.

Will this threat be acted upon? 
Can we arrange a ‘deal’ to save 
our economic ‘skin?’ His appear-
ance, via video-link at the recent 
World Economic Forum meeting 
in Davos, was possibly the most 
important thus far and might have 
far-reaching implications for global 
capitalism.

The Davos gathering is a ver-
itable thieves’ kitchen of billion-
aires, bankers, and oligarchs. The 
assembled representatives of the 
global ruling class listened to what 
is becoming a usual tirade of dem-
agoguery, bombast, and hyperbole. 
They listened not from any sense 
of politeness or protocol; but with 
feeling. They listened, and they 
loudly applauded.

Their capitalist system is in 
serious decay and decline. A ‘Daniel’ 
had come before them, promising 
them not simply wealth and power, 
but of deliverance from the increas-
ingly sclerotic life of their system; 
even if only for a few more years.

Trump’s speech was, at times, 
reminiscent of a Nuremburg rally. 
He seemed to be in no doubt that 
his listeners would be on side. He 
outlined how the “golden age” of 
the USA was going to be achieved. 
With near messianic ‘oratory’ the 
president declared that “our country 
will soon be stronger, wealthier, 
and more united than ever before, 
and the entire planet will be more 
peaceful and prosperous as a result 
of this incredible momentum, and 
what we’re doing and going to do.”

The 3,000 attendees not merely 
applauded, they cheered the new 
messiah. Trump’s message that 
he has “terminated the ridiculous 
and incredibly wasteful Green New 
Deal … [and withdrawn] from the 
one-sided Paris climate accord” 
appeared as music to their ears.

It mattered not that he 
boldly declared a national energy 

emergency to “unlock the liquid 
gold under our feet and pave the 
way for rapid approvals of new 
energy infrastructure.” The audi-
ence were happy. What price the 
planet when, for the next few years, 
there can be massive profits.

The major thrust of his speech 
was a direct pitch to the assembled 
members of the ruling class.

The German newspaper, 
Spiegel, commented that the assem-
bled doyens of capital were “obvi-
ously looking forward to the new 
president and his radical economic 
agenda.” The call from Trump was 
for business to relocate to the USA, 
to share in his vision for a golden 
age of capitalism. He urged such 
a relocation of capital and man-
ufacturing to the USA, promising 
that there will be no better place on 
earth to build factories or grow a 
company than in America.

Trump sought to rally support 
by declaring that he had begun what 
is to be the largest deregulation 
campaign in history. It might be 
‘America first’ but there is a place 
in that America for all who share 
the dream.

Marx, speaking of the work-
ing-class movement, made it clear 
that the working people have no 
country and ought to have no spe-
cial allegiance to the bourgeoisie of 
their ‘native’ land. Trump’s call to 
come to the USA, all you who are 
yearning to make a fortune with 
a decent tax-break, showed that 
capital has no other allegiance than 
to profit and the accumulation of 
wealth.

The US corporate tax rate is 
now 21 per cent. Trump has prom-
ised that this will drop to 15 per 
cent. As the tendency for the rate 
of profit to fall haunts capital, such 
a proposition, to relocate, must be 
a tempting one. Low tax and few 
messy regulations about environ-
mental protections or workers’ 
rights have a certain grubby appeal 
to these captains of industry.

Just how many corporations 
will make the move remains to 
be seen. The carrot is an enticing 
one but the US President also let 
his audience know that he was 
prepared to use a stick as a moti-
vator. Those companies that defy 
the magisterial leader of the less 
than free-market world, have been 

threatened with tariffs. The net 
benefit, according to Trump, for 
the USA and by implication for 
any investor in the USA will run 
into the trillions of dollars.

After his video address, Trump 
engaged in a discussion with the 
representatives of global capital, 
outlining how his ‘plan’ would work. 
The lower tax rates inside the USA 
would be the primary incentive. 
Tax rates would be increased on 
businesses operating outside the 
country that would make the tax 
breaks cost neutral while building 
the American manufacturing base. 
There would be a massive increase 
in oil production and a drive to 
lower interest rates.

Whether any of these plans 
have any chance of success did 
not seem to be an issue for many 
of the participants. Klaus Schwab, 
chairman of the WEF, adopted a 

suitably servile posture, describing 
Trump’s speech as “powerful” and 
saying that “I think you could hear 
the applause all the way from Davos 
to the White House.”

Ana Botin, who heads up one 
of Spain’s and Europe’s most influ-
ential banks, Banco Santander, 
commented that she welcomed 
“your focus on deregulation and 
reducing bureaucracy.” A Doro-
thy Dix question followed about 
how quickly this might happen. 
The answer was Trumpian in the 
extreme: “Very quickly.”

Almost all of Trump’s danger-
ous rhetoric and his actions since 
assuming office have one thing in 
common. The Davos speech reflects 
the manifestly megalomaniacal 
vision of the president. It is about 
America first and to hell with the 
rest of the world. It is about his 
place in history. It is about racism 

and fascism. But everything comes 
back to Davos.

His Davos speech articulates 
a view of the world from the point 
of view of one who sees himself as 
capable of saving, not just America, 
but of pushing capitalism into a new 
mutated age. Many of the members 
of the global ruling class who lis-
tened, did so in rapturous hope that 
capitalism, regardless of the cost to 
nation-states, to the planet, to the 
working class, can wring out a few 
more years or decades.

Observers are asking if Trump 
is mad or feigning madness. The 
system he upholds is prepared to do 
anything to survive. If that means 
Trump, if that means fascism, if 
that means havoc on a global scale, 
then that is the price of securing and 
saving capitalism. It is all madness 
but all has a perverse logic.  

Trump, Davos and  
global capitalism

Photo: Gage Skidmore – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Chinese AI advance threatens US hegemony
History may have been made when, for 
the first time, a Chinese technological 
development had the effect of wiping 
at least a trillion dollars off corporate 
values on the US stock market.

Artificial intelligence firm DeepSeek 
caused the crash by showing that it can 
deliver the same results as US-originated AI 
monopolies at a fraction of the cost.

At least in part, this is a result of an 
own goal by the US government. In placing 
sanctions on microchip exports to China, 
it forced developers in that country to use 
their chips more efficiently.

That means it uses less memory to accom-
plish the same tasks as products developed 
by OpenAI, Meta, Google, and other US 
businesses.

That is bad news for these monopolies as 
they seek investor backing to spend hundreds 
of billions of dollars on artificial intelligence 
development.

Chip-maker Nividia has been particularly 
badly hit in the stock market as the DeepSeek 

advance means that fewer of its products will 
be needed if the Chinese technology becomes 
the industry standard.

There is a wider lesson, however. The days 
are gone when Chinese economic advance 
largely relied on technical innovations devel-
oped elsewhere.

DeepSeek founder Liang Wenfeng 
explains: “For many years, Chinese compa-
nies are used to others doing technological 
innovation, while we focused on application 
monetisation – but this isn’t inevitable.

“In this wave, our starting point is not 
the opportunity to make a quick profit, but 
rather to reach the technical frontier and 
drive the development of the entire eco-
system … We believe that as the economy 
develops, China should gradually become 
a contributor instead of free-riding.”

This has been compared to the “Sputnik 
moment” in 1957 when the Soviet Union 
launched the first satellite to orbit the Earth.

However, the technical advances in 
Soviet science which made it a world leader 

in humanity’s advance into space never 
became pervasive in the wider economy, 
which continued to the end to lag the devel-
oped capitalist countries in most decisive 
measures of productivity.

Today, the challenge to US hegemony 
is more serious still. Artificial intelligence 
has the potential to make an even more 
profound impact on human life than space 
exploration did.

And the Chinese economy is powering 
ahead at a sustained rate of growth which 
has seen it all but draw level with the United 
States in gross domestic product, even if it 
still lags on a per capita basis.

It is likely that what one part of the Chi-
nese economy achieves today will become 
the norm throughout its industry within 
a few years, given the capacity of the state 
to manage development on its own terms, 
combining market incentives with socialist 
planning and regulation.

It is therefore unsurprising that Presi-
dent Donald Trump has called the DeepSeek 

development a “wake-up call.” In its inter-
national policy, his administration is going 
to be defined by great power competition.

China is his number one target, since its 
growing economic and political influence in 
the world is the main challenge to the decay-
ing US-dominated world order.

US firms will now of course respond by 
trying to embrace DeepSeek’s chip-efficient 
methods as their own. Despite all the talk of 
deregulation and market control, state-driven 
security concerns will drive Washington’s 
response, as they did over Sputnik.

Naturally, broader concerns over the 
control and development of AI, and the 
need to manage its impact on labour above 
all remain whoever is leading its growth.

But there is no doubt that these events are 
a landmark in the decline of US hegemony, 
and in the development of global multipo-
larity. With all its contradictions and con-
testations, that can only be welcome.
Morning Star Editorial  
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Vinnie Molina*

A recent visit to Cuba with the 40th Southern 
Cross solidarity brigade was an eye-opener for 
the group of Australians and New Zealanders.

The brigade is always the best way to get to know 
Cuba. The program was excellent and allowed soli-
darity visitors access to community projects, govern-
ment and non-government places like community 
projects, schools, medical centres, cultural groups, 
and high-level members of government at national, 
provincial and local levels.

The three-week program took us to the provinc-
es of Havana, Matanzas, Playa Giron, and Pinar del 
Rio. Every visit was educational and enlightened our 
knowledge about the revolution. We learnt about the 
effects of the US six-decade long blockade and the 
natural disasters that hit Cuba in 2024 like hurricanes 
Oscar and Rafael as well as two earthquakes.

Every policy that has been implemented by the 
revolutionary government, those that have worked 
and those that haven’t worked so well, has been 
influenced by the economic and financial blockade 
and in recent years by Trump’s 243 executive orders 
that tightened the blockade.

That means that almost everything that happens in 
Cuba is determined by the criminal blockade on Cuba.

Without the blockade some of the policies that have 
been implemented over the years perhaps wouldn’t 
have been put in place.

My own observations since my last visit for the 
May Day celebrations held in May 2024 is that things 
have improved. There is more food and other supplies 
available for the population except for access to fuel 
which is still visibly in short supply, causing long 
queues and long wait times.

Small businesses have opened up all over the place 
including in the provinces. This means people have 
places to buy some of the most needed products but 
at a higher cost. People commented on the number 
of new private shops, but despite the prices they 
can purchase food and other products. They added 
it would have been worse to have the money and 
nowhere to spend it.

There is a lot of discussion on the island about 
the causes of the economic crisis and how to find a 
Cuban way out. Many Cubans have left the island for 
economic reasons. In particular we heard that young 
professionals have migrated looking for a better future 
for their children. The destination countries are not 
just the United States but also European countries 
among them Spain, and also other Latin American 
countries.

The expectations of many of the young people 
have changed. They no longer need to just learn to 
read and write or have access to a hospital for a basic 
or complicated treatment. The revolution has given 
them universal access to education and health. Some 
of the people we spoke to have one or two university 
degrees or even doctorates. That is something hard 
to achieve in our countries.

As we know, even in wealthy countries like Austral-
ia, young people can’t simply decide to go to univer-
sity and find a job in their area of study. Many of our 
young people finish university indebted and unable 
to find a job in their profession. Also finding a roof 
over their heads is getting harder as rents have gone 
through the roof or saving enough to for a deposit to 
purchase a home is putting their dreams in the too 
hard basket.

We had the opportunity of speaking to young and 

older scientists who still believe and work for their 
country. A young 22-year-old scientist told us that 
without the US blockade her friends would be still 
on the island working in their field. An older scientist 
told us that, remaining on the island and being part 
of the 20,000 strong science workforce is a political 
commitment to their homeland.

Also, in a visit to the Mariel Special Development 
Economic Zone, we noted it is not a Free Economic 
Zone where often there are no trade union or workers’ 
rights. The Mariel Special Development Economic 
Zone has the input of Cuban trade unions.

The investment is in areas needed in the Cuban 
economy. The enterprises can be mixed government 
and foreign or 100 per cent foreign investment. A 
good initiative in which workers are put first with 
good incentives for companies to invest in.

There are several needs and one of them that 
caught my attention is the production of cement. This 
is a necessary industry for the construction industry 
both domestic and commercial. It would be important 
that some Australian investment should be developed 
at the Mariel Zone.

The production of food to satisfy the needs of 
the population is also always a priority. During the 
visit to Playa Giron the brigade visited the Agro Vivo 
Community project. This project has been adopted 
by the Australia-Cuba Friendship Societies (ACFS) 
across Australia.

We witnessed how this effort is already trans-
forming a former dumping place into arable organic 
land to produce food for the tourism industry. Most 
importantly it provides local schools and aged care 
facilities with the necessary produce free of charge.

I would encourage our readers to donate to the 
project and help make a difference to the lives of the 
Cuban people.

A POLITICAL VIEW.
We heard many guest speakers and a lot of com-

mentary from people we met during the trip. There 
is an open and broad discussion among the people 
looking for a Cuban way out of the crisis.

Some people are well aware of the blockade as 
the main reason for their problems; others blame 
everyone including Stalin for the economic crisis 
but what I could perceive was the willingness to find 
their own way out.

Cubans are following a way to socialism that will 
work for the Cuban people: They don’t look to copy 
other paths to socialism as being suitable for the 
Cuban revolution. Other forms of socialism cannot 
be mechanically transplanted to the Cuban reality.

The Communist Party of Cuba is well aware of their 
historical role as the guiding force of the people and 
their revolution. They know that communists are on 
the front line listening to the people and looking for 
solutions to their problems. The objectives for which 
many Cubans have given their lives stand intact; the 
revolution will continue to move on until they can find 
a Cuban way to socialism. International solidarity is 
essential to support the Cuban people in this effort.

The effort is for homeland or death. The Cuban 
people will not give up their right to self-determination. 
They’ve already made a decision, and even now under 
the prospects of harder times under a second Trump 
term in office, the unity of the people is essential for 
the survival of the revolution.

Socialism yes, capitalism never again.
* Vinnie Molina is president of the Communist Party of 
Australia and the president of the ACFS in Perth.  

UKRAINE: Multiple Ukrainian media outlets have 
issued urgent appeals for emergency donations after 
US President Donald Trump suspended US foreign 
aid programs. Nine out of ten media outlets in Ukraine 
have been impacted by this decision. “Unfortunately, 
almost 90 per cent of Ukrainian media were surviv-
ing on grants,” the head of a media-focused NGO, 
Ms Romanyuk said on Hromadske Radio. Hromadske 
Radio is also looking for donations. Its history is quite 
revealing. It was established in November 2013, just 
before the Maidan protests started, with the money 
received from the US embassy in Kiev and George 
Soros’ Open Society Foundation. The broadcaster 
played a pivotal role in attacking the government that 
was overthrown as a result of a violent coup.

USA: US Democrat Bob Menendez, who championed 
stringent sanctions on Russia while he was chair of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, has been 
sentenced to 11 years in prison on bribery and corrup-
tion charges. He was found guilty of accepting cash 
and gold bars and acting as an illegal agent for the 
Egyptian government.

SLOVAKIA: In late January, large-scale anti-govern-
ment protests took place in more than 30 cities across 
Slovakia, with about 60,000 people gathered in the 
capital Bratislava. A paramilitary group known as the 
Georgian National Legion, which has direct ties to 
Ukrainian intelligence service, was orchestrating the 
anti-government protests. Prime Minister Robert Fico 
said at a press conference: “The Georgian National 
Legion along with the opposition is responsible for 
the protests. The protest organisers were tasked with 
inciting clashes with security forces.” The Georgian 
National Legion is well-known for its mercenary activi-
ties in Ukraine and taking part in combat operations in 
the Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics.

POLAND: An appeals court in Poland will rule next 
month in the case of a women’s rights activist convict-
ed in 2023 of providing another woman with abortion 
pills. The activist was convicted in March 2023 and 
sentenced to eight months of community service for 
having sent pills to a woman seeking an abortion. 
Helping a woman have an abortion is illegal in Poland 
and can result in up to three years in prison. Poland’s 
abortion law is one of the most restrictive, not only in 
Europe, but the world as well.

COLOMBIA: President Gustavo Pedro called on his 
compatriots working without legal status in the United 
States to leave their jobs and return home as soon as 
possible. Pedro said his government would provide 
loans to those who take up his offer to return home 
and enlist in one of its business start-up programs.

NEW ZEALAND: Mount Taranaki, now known as 
Taranaki Maunga, its Maori name, became the lat-
est natural feature to be granted personhood in New 
Zealand. The mountain is considered an ancestor 
by indigenous people and has been recognised as a 
legal person, with a new law granting it all the rights 
and responsibilities of a human being.

Global Briefs
Cuban way to 

socialism!

Brigade’s leaders Mary-Clare and Vinnie present the commemorative 40th Southern Cross Brigade t-shirt to  
the vice director of the International Camp Julio Antonio Mella, CIJAM.
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The ceasefire in Gaza, or the pause in 
hostilities, is appearing to hold, even 
if it is tenuous. The images of Israeli 
hostages and Palestinian prisoners 
being released and returned to their 
families cannot but affect us all. The 
pictures of the hundreds of thousands 
of displaced Gazans trudging north-
wards to homes that no longer exist 
are equally affecting. The hope that 
these suffering people express might 
be a naïve one, but hope is hard to 
defeat or destroy. 

Hunger, hardship, and disease await the 
returning Gazans. Dust and rubble is all that 
remains of their homes. Bodies of loved ones 
might still lie uncounted and undiscovered in 
the wasteland that months of bombardment 
have caused. But even in the midst of such a 
nightmarish spectacle, the insane, heartless, 
cruel comments of Donald Trump that they 
should all simply move on and out into per-
manent refugee camps in Jordan and Egypt 
gain no support. As awful as it is, Gaza is 
home, and the people know that once they 
leave, there will never be a homecoming.

But hope and desperate, even if naïve or 
unrealistic, optimism is hard to sustain when 
life just gets worse. The bombs might have 
stopped falling but Israel is by no means fin-
ished in its work of tormenting and punishing 
the Palestinian people. Recent assaults in 
the West Bank have levelled buildings and 
left many more dead. And then, in an act 
of deliberate and monumental cruelty, the 
Israeli government has all but stopped the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNWRA) from performing its work.

Almost from the formation of Israel and 
the forced removal of Palestinians during the 
Nakba, UNWRA has been working with Pal-
estinian refugees. Today that work has been 
seriously curtailed by decree of the Israeli 
regime. The ramifications of this decision 
are hard to imagine.

Since October, 2023, UNWRA has pro-
vided food for 1.9 million people. It has kept 
600,000 hydrated after their water supplies 
were destroyed in the near endless rounds 
of bombings. They have provided the bulk 
of all primary healthcare and mental health 
needs for the people. They have provided 
shelter for 400,000 people and organised 
waste management operations,

Life has been intolerable throughout 
these long months but it would have been 
immeasurably worse without UNWRA. It 
is impossible to quantify the numbers of 
deaths that would have been added to the 
toll of more than 48,000.

UNWRA has been in Israel’s sights pre-
cisely because of the work that it does. The 
Israelis have declared that UNWRA is effec-
tively a tool of Hamas. There were, allegedly, 
a tiny handful of UNWRA workers involved 
in the attacks on Israeli territory on October 
7, 2023. There are 30,000 people working 
for the aid organisation.

Philippe Lazzarini, Commissioner-Gen-
eral of UNRWA responded to the news by 
committing the agency to a policy of “stay 
and deliver.”

The Knesset passed a two-part piece 
of legislation. The first law bars UNRWA 

presence and activity in Israel, thereby 
affecting Palestinians in East Jerusalem.

The second law prevents any “contact” 
between Israeli and UNWRA officials. This 
does not specifically ban activity in the West 
Bank or Gaza but as Lazzarini points out, “if 
you have no bureaucratic or administrative 
relation, it makes your operational environ-
ment even more challenging.”

The bans restrict the movement of 
non-Palestinian staff, although Palestinian 
UNWRA workers will still be able to continue 
their work. Doing that work under the new 
restrictive conditions becomes increasingly 
difficult.

Jonathan Fowler from UNWRA repeated 
the commitment to “stay and deliver” as best 
they can. He admitted that “our operations 
could be substantially affected.” At the time 
of the ceasefire, 270 UNWRA workers had 
been killed in Gaza. Despite this they kept 
doing what their mandate demanded of them. 
UNWRA is by far the largest relief and aid 
agency in the region and simply cannot be 
replaced by another that Israel might regard 
with less animosity.

The importance of this agency is obvious. 
This becomes even more apparent when the 
scale of their work is shown. In the first three 
days after the guns ceased firing and when 
aid began arriving in anything like useful 
amounts, UNWRA provided food for one 
million people and distributed one million 

blankets. The UN agency is responsible for 
more than half of all aid that has been arriv-
ing into Gaza.

The importance of the ceasefire to 
UNWRA and the people that they support 
was enormous. The sense of hope that began 
to appear was due in large part to the increase 
in work that the agency was able to conduct. 
Fowler made it clear that the new laws and 
their enforcement was making the situation 
and the future increasingly precarious.

Fowler spoke of how it was entirely pos-
sible that all aid could dry up as a result of 
these laws. He commented that “all UNRWA 
operations in Gaza, East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank, affecting schools, healthcare 
centres and other services” could be forced 
to cease.

The immediate sense of relief and joy at 
the end, even if only for weeks or months 
of the carnage, has begun to dim with this 
news. Many are seeing the potential for the 
genocide to continue, but without recourse 
to bombs, planes, tanks and soldiers.

Imam Hillis and her family, who are shel-
tering in an UNWRA school expressed the 
feelings of so many. “We will have nothing 
to eat or drink, and this will affect us greatly. 
All the people will be destroyed and will not 
have food, water or flour.” Hers is just one 
voice but it is the voice of the majority. Her 
message cries out to us all.

To use an aid agency as a weapon in a 

cruel and monstrous crime is beneath con-
tempt. The Netanyahu regime has placed 
itself there, and stands a pariah before the 
world. To talk of peace and attempt to stop 
food aid is just one more indictment to add to 
the list of acts of inhumanity that Israel has 
unleashed on a largely civilian population.

The ‘peace’ if it may be called that is a 
fragile one. The Palestinian people who are 
remorselessly caught up in this grotesque 
blood-letting have no political axes to grind. 
Their sights are set on the immediate, the 
day-to-day grind of life and survival.

If peace does hold and aid can be provid-
ed, then the basics of survival can be deliv-
ered. It will be a primitive form of survival. 
Much, much more than an aid package, a 
temporary shelter, and a relatively calm sky 
is needed. Such an existence can never be 
satisfactory, such a life can never be enough. 
But Imam Hillis, her children and all the 
other innocents who have had no part in the 
destruction will, and know that they must, 
accept even this. It allows them to keep a 
flicker of hope alive.

They look, and they hope that with peace 
might come stability. With stability might 
come a chance to re-build. Life might resume. 
The people’s wants, everywhere, are not 
complicated. We all want to live in peace, 
in a place that can be called home, and to 
see our children grow and live a good life. 
Palestinian aspirations are no different.  

UNWRA, Palestine, and hope

Hague Group formed to defend Palestinian rights
Representatives of nine 
nations met in The Hague to 
develop co-ordinated action 
to support the Palestinians 
and uphold international law.

The inaugural statement from 
the Hague Group, convened in 
the Dutch city by the Progressive 
International, said the signato-
ries refused “to remain passive in 
the face of international crimes” 
committed by Israel against the 
Palestinians.

The statement was signed by 

representatives of Belize, Boliv-
ia, Colombia, Cuba, Honduras, 
Malaysia, Namibia, Senegal, and 
South Africa.

It said the countries were 
“determined to uphold our obliga-
tions to end the Israeli occupation 
of the State of Palestine and support 
the realisation of the inalienable 
right of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination, including the 
right to their independent State 
of Palestine.”

The group pledged to support 

actions such as preventing the 
provision or transfer of weapons to 
Israel and not allowing vessels they 
believe to be carrying weaponry to 
Israel to dock in their ports.

They invited all states to join the 
group “in the solemn commitment 
to an international order based on 
the rule of law.”

Progressive International 
co-general co-ordinator Varsha 
Gandikota-Nellutla said: “The 
Hague Group is born of necessity.

“In a world where powerful 

nations act with impunity, we 
must stand together to defend the 
principles of justice, equality and 
human rights.”

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim said Israel’s vio-
lations “strike at the very founda-
tions of international law, which 
the global community has a duty 
to defend.”

South African Minister of Inter-
national Relations and Co-operation 
Ronald Lamola said the formation 
of The Hague Group “sends a clear 

message: no nation is above the law 
and no crime will go unanswered.”

“The world cannot stand by and 
watch, when we made a commit-
ment more than 75 years ago that 
never again shall the world suffer 
atrocities,” said Namibia’s Minister 
of Justice Yvonne Dausab.

“We cannot be and must not 
be selective about protecting lives. 
Regardless of who the victims are, 
all lives matter, Palestinian lives 
matter.”
Morning Star  
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Another blow for women
The struggle for women’s liberation has been long and 
hard. Over more than a century gains have gradual-
ly been made. The gender pay gap has narrowed but is 
still far from eliminated. School text books are no longer 
gender stereotyped offering diverse role models. More 
girls are entering apprenticeships. Women were por-
trayed as sex objects, used in advertising products. The 
media portrayed unreal (doctored) images of the ‘perfect 
woman’ resulting in eating disorders and other serious 
issues. Abortion was a criminal offence. Women were 
seen as the possession of men, men were recognised as 
sole bread winners. When women employed in the pub-
lic services got married they had to resign. Women have 
also traditionally been portrayed as weak, too emotional, 
with their sole role in life a nurturing one raising children 
and carrying out domestic duties. So the list continues as 
does the struggle.
There are still occupations that are seen as ‘women’s 
work’ or ‘men’s work.’ For example, the overwhelming 
majority of workers in the caring sector are still women 
and men in construction. In many quarters women are 
still seen as subordinate to men or as their possession. 
Sexual harassment and domestic violence are preva-
lent. Misogyny and sexism have never been completely 
eradicated.
A new and sinister threat has emerged – online misogy-
ny and an unrealistic portrayal of women’s images using 
AI. CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s Meta has abandoned its 
fact-checking program and changed its policies in line with 
the ascendency of Trump and other neofascist leaders. 
It is no holds barred. Hatred, division, sexism, misogy-
ny, porn, homophobia, and degrading images of girls, 
women, First Australians, and the LGBTQi community 
will not be censored. Trump even claims responsibility for 
Meta’s change. Zuckerberg says he will follow the model 
used by Musk’s X where hatred can flourish.
Women can now be referred to as objects, as men’s 
property on Facebook and Instagram. Zuckerberg initial-
ly founded Facebook as a network to rate the hotness of 
college students.
Women have historically been invisible, subjected to 
extensive false narratives aiming to undermine their self-
worth and self-confidence, and to justify oppression and 
discrimination. These levels of disinformation ratchet up 
significantly for Indigenous women and women of colour.
“We tried in good faith to address those concerns with-
out becoming the arbiters of trust,” Zuckerberg said. “But 
the fact-checkers have just been too politically biased and 
have destroyed more trust than they have created, espe-
cially in the US.”
“With three billion users globally, this is a diabolical devel-
opment for the rights and freedoms of women and girls 
globally, just as it is for vulnerable groups, and especially 
the LGBTQi community. It will also be especially prob-
lematic for the millions of kids on the platform,” Women’s 
Agenda said. Zuckerberg says the goal is “to get back to 
our roots around free expression.”
Under capitalism victories and progress can never be 
taken for granted. They must continually be defended to 
prevent them being rolled back. In addition, these strug-
gles have been for equality with men under capitalism, 
and in that, although important, they have their limitations. 
Women and men can never be truly liberated under capi-
talism which continues to exploit and oppress them. Only 
when we have a socialist society will it be possible for 
genuine and permanent liberation.
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When Keir Starmer finally got 
his prime ministerial phone 
call with President Trump, 
according to Number 10 the 
two “discussed trade and the 
economy, with the Prime Min-
ister setting out how we are 
deregulating to boost growth.”

Which is odd, because the 
word “deregulation” isn’t in the 
Labour manifesto. In fact, before 
the election Business Secretary 
Jonathan Reynolds argued dereg-
ulation was a Tory sin that didn’t 
bring growth. 

Starmer was telling Trump 
the truth – Labour are pressing 
regulators to let business do what 
they wants in the desperate hope 
they will get some “growth” to drag 
up their low polling. But why does 
Keir tell Trump the truth before 
British voters?

Perhaps aware that they had 
stumbled into openly admitting 
they are a “deregulation” govern-
ment, despite previous promises, 
Starmer finally decided to lay this 
out by writing in The Times, making 
a Tory argument in the Tory press.

In his Times article Starmer 
admitted: “This may seem like an 
unusual goal for Labour politicians. 
But deregulation is now essential 
for realising Labour ambitions in 
this era.”

He referred admiringly to 
Thatcher’s deregulation and 
launched into purple prose about 
the need to hack at “thickets of red 
tape” to “clear out the regulatory 
weeds and allow a new era of Brit-
ish growth to bloom,” and “curb 
regulator overreach.”

While it doesn’t mention 
“deregulation,” the manifesto does 
propose “reform” of “planning regu-
lation” to allow more infrastructure 
and houses to get built. This is an 
area where Labour can say they 
have a mandate.

But in energy, water, social 
care, and elsewhere the manifes-
to proposes a “tougher system of 
regulation.”

If you look at Labour’s Indus-
trial Strategy from Labour 2023, 
Jonathan Reynolds says in the 
introduction that Britain is stuck 
with low growth and productivity 
because “the Conservatives are 
offering more of the same. Stripped 
bare public services, reliance on 

too few sectors and reliance on 
deregulation.”

Which sadly seems to be Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer Rachel 
Reeves’s plan, with reliance on 
south-east developments like 
Heathrow and the Oxford-Cam-
bridge “Silicon Valley,” cuts to the 
public sector, and a new deregu-
lation rush.

In 2020 Keir Starmer appoint-
ed former Labour prime minister 
Gordon Brown to run a commission 
on how to devolve “power, wealth, 
and opportunity” throughout the 
nation. In December 2022 Starmer 
personally helped Brown launch 
this “commission on the UK’s 
future,” report on creating “a new 
Britain” by “renewing our democ-
racy and rebuilding our economy.”

Brown is equally fierce on 
deregulation, arguing “a govern-
ment that pursues purely free 
market policies like privatisation 
and deregulation claims to be lib-
erating business from unnecessary 
red tape and taxation.

“But it is really giving up any 
responsibility for an industrial 
policy, and so for where in the 
country or in which sectors of the 
economy growth is supported.”

So why the sudden rush to 
Thatcherism?

Labour’s professed policy was 
to encourage economic growth by a 
mix of public investment – like the 
“National Wealth Fund” – and stra-
tegic deregulation, like planning.

That’s quite a typically “New 
Labour” mix, an attempt to do both 
business-led renewal and some 
expansion of the social sector. But 
Blair did so on the back of a boom-
ing economy. Starmer is trying to 
do this after years of stagnation.

Their timidity has run up 
against an economy where redi-
recting money from big business 
and the rich to the welfare state or 
public investment is much less easy.

So they are giving up on the 
social investment ambitions – the 
National Wealth Fund and “Green 
New Deal” are shrinking, benefits 
are being cut. In a panic rush they 
are pressing harder on “deregula-
tion” hoping this will attract some 
foreign direct investment from the 
Middle East or other oligarchic 
states. 

You could feel some of this des-
peration when Jonathan Reynolds 
claimed on the BBC this week that 

Labour was “creating a sense of 
excitement and enthusiasm” with 
their announcement of a third 
Heathrow runway.

The BBC’s presenter challenged 
Reynolds, saying “people can’t pay 
their bills because they feel like they 
might be in a better mood.” Reyn-
olds, clearly shaken, responded: 
“The animal spirits that govern 
an economy determine things like 
investment, wages, jobs and that’s 
what we need more of.”

This may have sounded like 
Reynolds was making some mys-
tical call to animal gods to help 
him, but the quote actually comes 
from the economist JM Keynes. 
But Reynolds’s invocation of the 
spirits shows he misunderstands 
how they work.

Keynes was arguing that the 
“market” isn’t as rational or math-
ematical as free marketeers claim, 
that sometimes economic ups and 
downs are moved by emotions and 
feelings of investors – the “animal 
spirits”: he was making the case 
that the “free market” would not 
balance out with “full employment” 
because whatever the mathematical 
model, it wasn’t a rational system. 

For this reason, Keynes argued 
the case for the government to step 
in with public investments and 
increases in demand. The vola-
tility of the “animal spirits” are a 
reason for government action, not 
for Labour ministers to try look all 
smiley at CEOs while grimacing at 
those who need public services.

BLUE LABOUR
Maurice Glasman’s “Blue 

Labour,” founded in 2009, claims 
to be “economically left-wing but 
socially right-wing.”

They periodically get promoted 
by the press, usually to use their 
“socially right-wing” views to attack 
the Labour leadership. This was 
true for Ed Miliband and Jeremy 
Corbyn.

Glasman told the PoliticsHome 
website that Team Trump is 
“pro-worker, so they hate globali-
sation” and that “a big part of Maga 
square [meaning Trump’s “Make 
America Great Again” movement] 
is working-class, and people like 
Steve Bannon and [JD] Vance are 
very engaged with that.”

It should be obvious that 
anyone who can convince them-
selves that Trump, Vance, and 
Bannon are out to do anything other 
than con American workers is not 
somebody who can convincingly 
claim to be “economically left wing.”
Morning Star
Abridged for reasons of space  

UK Labour’s rush  
to Thatcherism
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Since seizing power in our homeland Syria 
on 8 December 2024, as a result of a mil-
itary attack fully supported by colonial 
powers that are members of the aggres-
sive NATO, the dark clique has begun to 
restrict the social rights of the people.

Tens of thousands of state employees and 
public sector employees have been dismissed, 
with many of these facilities liquidated, which has 
worsened the economic and social situation. In 
addition, discrimination between citizens on the 
basis of their beliefs and affiliations is escalating. 
Kidnappings and assassinations have taken place 
and are taking place, accompanied by theft, loot-
ing, and extortion.

On 29 January 2025 the features of the political 
tyranny of the obscurantists began to crystallise 
more clearly. On that day, an expanded meeting 
was held of the leaders of the armed groups who 
had seized most of the country as a result of his-
torical coincidence, without having any qualifi-
cations other than the power of arms.

In this meeting, it was agreed to consolidate 
the authoritarian style of ruling the country. One 
person was given full executive and legislative 
powers in running the state. This means empha-
sising a blatant dictatorial system of government 
under the Turkish mandate. It is worth noting that 
this dangerous step was preceded by numerous 
meetings with representatives of imperialist cen-
tres and reactionary Arab regimes, in addition to 
the permanent presence of the Turkish guardian, 
which indicates that this transformation took 
place with the blessing of these circles.

All promises to establish democratic freedoms 
and to take steps in this direction were thrown into 
the trash can. Syria became without a constitution 

for the country, controlled by the whims of the 
obscurantists and the interests of the powers 
behind them. Note that in the 2012 constitution 
that was abolished, there is no reference to the 
ruling party, but it stipulates general social rights, 
so this constitution was considered an obstacle 
to the path of transforming our country into a 
haven for the reactionary, obscurantist forces, 
and their masters.

The Turkish coloniser wants to carry out 
transformations in Syria of an extremist, obscu-
rantist nature, which it cannot carry out in its 
own country.

The ill-fated 29 January meeting also decided 
to dissolve several national parties, including the 
Syrian Communist Party. We see this measure as 
a first step, which will be followed by other steps 
to restrict all true national and democratic forces.

The Syrian Communist Party, which is over 
a hundred years old and has fought in various 
circumstances, will not submit to this unjust 
decision to dissolve it. It will continue its strug-
gle in defence of the rights of the masses and to 
restore the independence and sovereignty of the 
homeland.

We, the Syrian Communists, are not afraid of 
oppression and persecution, and our history is a 
witness to that. The Syrian people know us for 
our steadfastness on principles and our integrity 
in serving the people.

At this critical stage, we see one of our first 
tasks as working to unify the ranks of all the good 
forces in our country, regardless of their affiliations, 
in order to confront tyranny and dark oppression.

Together in the struggle for a free homeland 
and a happy people!
30 January 2025  

Statement from Syrian Communist Party

No to dark tyranny

Syrian children live in fear. Photo: Wasfi Akab – flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

Nabatieh: Lebanon’s ancient city destroyed
Daria Aslamovar

“We are following an ambu-
lance vehicle through the 
completely deserted city of 
Nabatieh, where only a few 
families remain. The city has 
been completely destroyed. 
We are going to the city cen-
tre to film what has been left 
of it. We are following res-
cuers to have at least some 
hope that we are not going to 
be bombed.

“The city of Nabatieh is one 
of the most ancient cities of 
humankind. According to most 
conservative estimates, its last 
archaeological finds date back to 
the 10th century BC. Now we see 
completely empty streets where 
everything lies in ruins. This is what 
has been left of the city of Nabatieh.

“We have one minute to film 
the ruins as explosions may take 
place at any moment. I am proba-
bly the only journalist in Nabatieh, 
an ancient city that Israel has 

destroyed completely. Rescuers 
risk their lives every day just to 
pull people out from under the 
rubble. The situation here is utterly 
catastrophic.

“Rescuers are covering us up in 
a hope that a Red Cross crew will 
not be bombed. Yet, they bomb 
ambulance vehicles and make no 
exceptions – they bomb absolutely 
everything.

“This used to be a flourishing 
city, the heart of the south. The 
border where the fierce fighting is 

taking place is literally 15-20 kilo-
metres away.

“The tactics that Israel is using 
in Lebanon are reminiscent of 
the tactics used in the Gaza Strip. 
Israel demolishes whole cities to 
the ground and displaces everyone 
living there. More than a quarter 
of the population of Lebanon are 
already refugees that have lost 
everything. They flee to the north 
only to be bombed again. About 
half a million Lebanese have fled 
to Syria.

“This is a major humanitarian, 
social, and military catastrophe of 
horrific proportions. Lebanon does 
not have its own air defences, they 
have nothing to fight back with. The 
people of Lebanon are defenceless 
against Israeli missiles.”
Pravda.Ru  

In response to the inauguration of Donald Trump
Robert Griffiths *

The empowerment of this megalo-
maniac and his far-right and billion-
aire backers poses a grave threat to 
democratic rights, the environment, 
and peace.

Trump and his clique’s contempt for 
women, trade unionists, immigrants and for 
the national rights of the peoples of Pales-
tine, Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Panama, 

and Greenland demands the united, militant 
opposition of left, progressive and anti-im-
perialist forces across the world.

The continuing, increasingly reckless and 
aggressive nature of US foreign policy under 
Biden will continue under Trump. The US 
ruling class and both their political parties 
are determined to maintain US hegemony 
at any cost.

The cost to the working people of Brit-
ain in terms of the billions squandered on 

weapons and the risk of war and nuclear 
Armageddon are immaterial to them.

Instead of queuing up behind Nigel 
Farage to kiss Trump’s rump, if Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer and Foreign Secretary David 
Lammy stood up for the working people of 
Britain, they would prepare to remove Britain 
from NATO and all US military bases from 
Britain. But they won’t do that because they 
don’t stand for us. They serve the same ruling 
class interests that profit from war.

More than ever, we need an independent 
foreign and defence policy based on inter-
national peace, cooperation, and solidarity 
– not a ‘special relationship’ with the world’s 
aggressive, money-mad, war-mongering 
superpower.
* Robert Griffiths is General Secretary 
Communist Party of Britain.  


