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Trump targets Native 
American birthrights

Multiculturalism and 
class

William Briggs

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
on hearing of US President Trump’s 
‘plan’ to turn Gaza into a post-geno-
cide playground for the rich was, after 
a momentary double take, delighted. 
Trump sees a way to turn a profit. He 
sees a “Riviera of the Middle East” 
built on the bones of thousands of 
dead Palestinians. Netanyahu sees 
a decades-old dream of a Palestine 
cleansed of Palestinians becoming a 
reality. The policy of ethnic cleans-
ing that began in 1948 with the forced 
deportation of 750,000 Palestinians, 
is alive and well.

That first wave, of ethnic cleansing, the 
Nakba, represented 80 per cent of the pop-
ulation in what was soon to become Israel. 
Nothing has changed since then.

Whether the plans unveiled by Trump 
will come to fruition remains to be seen. 
The fact that such plans can even be talked 
about horrified the world. For Palestinians, 
it’s more of the same. 

Two things have remained constant 
since 1948. The first has been Israel’s dream 
of ridding itself of, and thereby solving the 
“problem” of the Palestinians. The second 
has been resistance from the Palestinian 
people to being driven from their homeland.

The reaction from the majority of Israeli 
politicians was overwhelmingly positive. 
Israeli finance minister Bezalel Smotrich  
quoted a psalm, “the lord has done great 
things for us.” Recently resigned national 
security minister Itamar Ben Gvir went with 
the movie Casablanca, and called Trump’s 
suggestion “the beginning of a beautiful 
friendship.”

The relentless rise of a far-right settler 
movement in the West Bank and the extremist 
political voices being heard in the Knesset 
take the Israeli position to the very edge. An 
entire nation is being treated as a ‘problem’ 
to be solved. 

‘CLEAR OUT’
Trump’s call to “clear out” Gaza has been 

too much for many political leaders around 
the world. To suggest a “repatriation” of 
close on two million people to Jordan, Egypt 
and “elsewhere” reveals a worldview that is 
representative of the most primitive forces 
of capitalism and the worst aspects of colo-
nial thinking.

Trump’s call to create a territory, ‘owned’ 
by the USA might be dismissed as the act 
of a madman. It might also be a way of iso-
lating friend and foe in the international 
community. He has hinted that Saudi money 
should be involved. Saudi Arabia has flatly 
rejected the idea.

IRAN
Nobody knows, at time of writing, if 

Trump’s call is open to negotiation. The US 
leader’s proclamation also has ramifications 
for Iran. Since the attacks on Lebanon by 
Israel, and the incursions and acts of terror 
on Iranian territory by Israel and the USA, 
Iran has been weakened. If anything like 
the US suggestion of ethnic cleansing and 
seizure of Palestinian land goes ahead, it 
might well re-establish Iran’s credentials as 
the only viable force in the region that can 
stand against Israel and the USA.

Other leaders have exhibited a range of 
behaviours. Anthony Albanese’s response has 
been predictably weak – paying lip-service 
to the two-state solution while staying silent 
on Trump’s plan to ignore that solution. 
His craven attitude in the face of American 
power must be an embarrassment for any-
body who still clings to the idea of Australi-
an sovereignty, much less to those who still 
maintain even a residual idea that the ALP 
is a progressive political party.

INTERNATIONAL LAW
What unites many observers, commen-

tators and politicians around the world is 
the fact that Trump’s plan would violate 
international law. Trump isn’t breaking new 
ground here. The USA has ridden roughshod 
over the rights of others since its earliest 
days. We can hardly expect Trump not to 
play by the rule-book that was written in 

blood by colonial, imperialist, and capitalist 
aggressors.

The legal arguments against such an 
action are strong but ultimately unenforce-
able. The UN Charter declares that, “all 
members shall refrain in their internation-
al relations from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any state.” The history of 
the 20th century makes a mockery of those 
words.

Michael Becker, Assistant Professor of 
International Human Rights Law at Trinity 
College Dublin put it plainly. “Trump’s pro-
posal amounts to a blatant rejection of the 
core tenets of international law that have 
operated since at least the end of World 
War II.” 

Continued on page 2
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Election blues 
Australia will have an election very soon. It 

could be as early as 12 April. So what’s on offer?
As this edition of the Guardian, the Workers’ 

Weekly goes to press, we don’t know exactly when 
the election will happen, but of course the ‘race 
calling’ – speculation about who’s going to win 
over any consideration of policies – has already 
started (for some media outlets, it never ends). 

Both major parties have started work on the 
beauty contest that is Australian bourgeois poli-
tics. The Liberal-National Coalition and its media 
allies are engaged in an attempt to make their 
leaders look more relatable, with a sprinkling of 
stories about Opposition Leader Peter Dutton’s 
marital difficulties when young, and frontbench 
Jacinta Price’s struggles with addiction.

Labor, on the other hand, seem to feel that not 
being Peter Dutton will get them over the line, so 
they’re talking about him a lot. Our Weasel Words 
writer (see page 15) has had a gutful of ‘We’re 
not Peter Dutton’ emails. Stand next to Dutton, 
Labor thinks, and you’ve won the beauty contest. 

The Guardian knows better than this. We know 
that it’s not about how relatable or charismatic our 
politicians are. What’s on offer as far as policies 
go? We’ll start with the differences (it won’t take 
long).

From Labor, we are offered better messaging 
on Climate Change, and some photogenic attempts 
to ‘greenwash’ a party that has expanded fossil 
fuel output more than the three Liberal PMs that 
came before it. There are also some improvements 
in worker conditions, to measure against Labor’s 
attack on effective unions like the CFMEU (see 
page 3 for an update there).

From the Coalition, there is a nonsensical 
commitment to developing nuclear power, an 
obvious delaying tactic which will see more use 
of coal and gas. The planet can’t afford that, but 
Coalition donors will be happy. There are also 
what’s being nicknamed ‘Temu Trump’ efforts 
from Dutton – opposing pro-merit Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion policies and encouraging 
more discrimination against trans athletes. For 
people interested in  policies that actually affect 
the majority of working people – you’re out of 
luck. Oh and there is the prospect of tax breaks on 
lunches only the very wealthy can afford. Dutton 
seems to hope that we won’t notice that this policy 
only helps the very wealthy and vote Coalition 
because we think big lunches are good. 

The Coalition’s policies could be summed up 
as “nasty nonsense,” the ALP’s as “nowhere near 
enough, if not actually bad.” On some issues, 
they’re on a unity ticket. Either major party will 
guarantee really expensive subservience to the 
USA. Both the ALP and the Coalition will place 
the interests of large corporations ahead of those 
of the majority of  working Australians. 

The Communist Party of Australia knows that 
democracy is not something that happens once 
every three or four years. It’s something that has 
to be engaged in and fought for. This paper will 
continue to report on the real issues that the beau-
ty contest leaves out. If you support our work, 
write in, subscribe, donate to the Press Fund.

The beauty contest will go on, but there’s a lot 
of real work to do. 
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Barefaced imperialism
Continued from page 1

Speaking of Gaza, and of any 
claims made by the USA to annex-
ation, Becker said that “this would 
amount to the unlawful annexa-
tion of territory. Nor does Israel 
have any right to cede Palestinian 
territory to the United States or to 
anyone else.”

International law is not a con-
cern for Trump and Netanyahu. 

Trump’s view of the world, 
laced with a heavy dose of fas-
cism sees himself as a saviour. He 
speaks of returning the people to 
religious belief and to Christianity, 
although an intensely blood-stained 
version. He calls himself a  peace-
maker, and as he quoted recently, 
“blessed is the peacemaker.” His 
declaration of placing sanctions on 
the International Criminal Court 
is in keeping with his view of the 
world and America’s place in it. But 
his ultimate desire is to sit atop a 
renewed and secure capitalism. 
Fascism, after all, is a tool by which 
to secure capitalist rule.

Netanyahu sees his vision of a 
Greater Israel and a one-state solu-
tion come closer to reality. Gaza, 
emptied of Palestinians makes 
annexation of the West Bank and 
the expulsion of many more Pales-
tinians in another Nakba a dream 
that is realisable.

PLANS AND ACTION
Israeli Defence Minister Israel 

Katz welcomed the Trump’s “bold 
initiative.”

Katz immediately announced 
that he had issued an instruction 
to the military to “prepare a plan 
that will allow any resident of Gaza 
who wishes to leave to do so, to any 
country willing to receive them … 
[This] plan will include exit options 
via land crossings, as well as special 
arrangements for departure by sea 
and air.” To speak of any ‘willing’ 
emigration is the height of hypocrisy 
on the part of the Israeli leadership, 
who have been preparing for ethnic 
cleansing of the Gaza Strip since 
the ‘war’ began.

Whatever comes of Trump’s 
announcement, both the USA and 
Israel are stepping on the face of the 
people of Palestine, of the region 
and of world public opinion. 

What we are witnessing in this 
extraordinary set of manoeuvres is 
not merely the delusions of one or 
two madmen. It is one more reac-
tion to a collapse of an entire eco-
nomic and political global system. 
There is a visible descent into fas-
cism across the globe. Democratic 
regimes are shifting dramatically to 
the right. Autocratic rule and the 
power of oligarchies grows before 

our eyes. Power, for imperialism 
and its allies, comes in two forms; 
economic coercion and the threat 
of arms.

To shore up the power of this 
degrading and degraded system, 
entire peoples are treated as just 
so many numbers. The game is as 
it has always been, for imperial-
ism, about the control of the world 
and of its resources and markets, 
treating people as disposable. The 
people of Gaza do not agree!

Gazan resident Amir Karaja 
spoke for all Gazans and for all 
who struggle against the power of 
imperialism. He simply said that 
he would “rather eat the rubble” 
than be forced to leave his land. 
He knew that the words about 
willing and voluntary repatriation 
were hollow and cynical. “We are 
steadfast here. This is our land, and 
we are the honest and true owners 
of the land. I won’t be displaced.”

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia stands with the Palestinian 
people. We encourage all readers to 
attend pro-Palestinian events, and 
to support the Palestinian struggle 
in workplaces, unions and commu-
nity organisations.  

Government funding 
for private schools 

outpaces public schools
The release of the Productivity Commission 
Report on Government Services 2025 (ROGS) 
highlights the growing disparity in government 
funding between public and private schools.

“ROGS has shown once again that the gap in 
funding between public schools and private schools 
is increasing, with government spending in private 
schools outpacing government funding for public 
schools by 22 per cent over the last decade,” said 
Australian Education Union Federal President, Cor-
rena Haythorpe.

The data clearly shows the inequity that exists in 
school funding between the public and private sectors 
and reinforces the urgency of the current bilateral 
agreement negotiations between the Albanese gov-
ernment and state and territory governments.

“Resources delayed are resources denied. For 
too long, public schools have carried the burden of 
resource shortages, and yet public schools educate 
the vast majority of students with the greatest need.”

The Productivity Commission ROGS 2025, shows 
that private schools have received greater growth in 
real government investment than public schools over 
the last decade, in both total and per student funding.

The report found that:
Over the last decade from 2012-13, total per stu-

dent funding to public schools has increased by 24.5 
per cent at an average of 2.45 per cent per year.

Private school per student government funding 
has increased by 30.2 per cent over the last decade 
at an average of 3.0 per cent per year – 1.22 times the 
rate of the public school increase.

Combined State/Territory and Commonwealth 
government funding to private schools has grown 22 
per cent faster than it has for public schools.

Haythorpe said that all governments have a 
fundamental responsibility to address the growing 
disparity in government funding between public and 
private schools.

ROGS highlights the importance of the Albanese 
government’s recent commitment to public schools 
to deliver full and fair funding of 100 per cent of the 
Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) by 2034.

“There must be bipartisan support for full funding 
of public schools. We call on Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Peter Dutton to declare the Coalition’s position 
and commit to support for all public schools to be 
fully funded at 100 per cent of the SRS by delivering 
a minimum 25 per cent from the Commonwealth,” 
Haythorpe said.

“We urge all governments to work together in the 
negotiations for new bilateral agreements with clear 
timelines that ensure this much needed funding is in 
public schools as soon as possible.”
Australian Education Union  

“Quote of the Week”
“�While they may pay lip service to the policy concerns of the moment, tech oligarchs run their companies to maximise 
profits and minimise costs, not to be society’s protector or mediate a neutral, democratic town hall.

“�This applies to all of them, not just Elon Musk.

“�There is nothing to stop tech oligarchs weaponising their platforms to suit political objectives when the moment is right.”

Emma Briant, Associate Professor, News and Political Communication, Monash University
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The Communist Party of Australia, 
condemns in the strongest possible 
terms the outrageous proposal by US 
imperialism to take control of the 
Gaza strip and expel the Gazan peo-
ple from their land. That amounts 
to ethnic cleansing and a violation 
of international law.

All democratic forces around the world 
must reject such an imperialist proposal 
and demand a permanent ceasefire, the 
release of all political prisoners and the 
recognition of an independent Palestin-
ian state.

The Palestinian authorities will then 
coordinate with the international com-
munity for the reconstruction of the 
country, a peace-keeping force and the 
right to return.

It is now obvious that both Israel and 
the United States are responsible for 76 
years of genocide and the collective pun-
ishment of all Palestinians.

The Communist Party of Australia 
calls on the Australian government to 
back up its bipartisan policy of support 
for a two state solution by immediately 
recognising an independent Palestinian 
state with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The CPA firmly stands in solidarity 
with the Palestinian people in their strug-
gle for self-determination.

Permanent ceasefire!
Free Palestine now!
End the occupation!

Communist Party of Australia
International Department

Return the CFMEU to its members!
Anna Pha

Since the Construction Divi-
sion of the CFMEU was sto-
len from its members by the 
Albanese Labor government 
last year, attacks on the union, 
the industry super fund Cbus, 
and its redundancy fund Incol-
ink have not let up.

The employers, Nine media 
group and the finance sector, hand 
in glove with the Labor government, 
are determined to destroy the 
union. The attack is political and 
ideological against one of the most 
militant and successful unions in 
struggling for and winning work-
ers’ rights, wages and working 
conditions.

It is a slur on the thousands of 
hard-working, honest construction 
workers who have had their union 
stolen from them by the govern-
ment on behalf of employers and 
lost any say in the affairs of their 
union.

BACKGROUND
Since this latest offensive 

against the construction union 
started in earnest in July 2024, 
Nine media have never let up in 
their war on the CFMEU and its 
members. The ‘Building Bad’ series 
and the so-called “joint investiga-
tion” by Nine’s print media and TV 
muckraking program 60 Minutes, 
could hardly be called investigative 
journalism.

There was no shortage of allega-
tions but little in the way of proof, 
and no criminal convictions. In 

particular, Nine waged a rampant 
smear campaign over the Victorian 
branch’s alleged ties to organised 
crime, bikie gangs, and kickback 
offers.

The Labor government respond-
ed by appointing Mark Irving as 
administrator to take over the union 
with powers to appoint staff, spend 
the union’s funds, and sell off assets.

The campaign saw employers 
popping champaign corks. It also 
split the union movement, with 
the ACTU and a number of unions 
turning their backs on the CFMEU.

It was a signal to the employers 
to launch a new offensive against 
construction workers, and gave 
licence to a future Dutton govern-
ment to go in hard.

CFMEU National Secretary 
Zach Smith responded to the theft 
of the union saying, “Our union 
exists for one purpose only: to 
defend and advance the safety and 
conditions of workers.”

INQUIRIES
Last month Irving launched an 

inquiry into “violence, threats of 
violence and menacing conduct,” 
saying he would force current and 
former CFMEU state officials to 
co-operate.

“Under the past leadership, 
the union weakened its industrial 
position and made itself a target 
by allowing itself to be drawn into, 
perpetuating and failing to confront 
a culture of violence, and being 
caught up in a cycle of retaliation 
against employers, other unions, 
and those who stood up to the 

former leadership,” he said. An 
interesting assertion to make prior 
to the investigation.

He also added he would take 
a look at employers. Irving has 
referred the fire-bombing of an 
organiser’s ute to the NSW police 
for investigation.

CBUS
Nine media and the Opposition 

continue to make allegations about 
the industry’s super fund, Cbus. The 
administrator has replaced CFMEU 
representatives on the fund’s board.

This is despite the fund making 
a healthy 10.8 per cent return on 
members’ investments in 2024 and 
lifting assets under management to 
over $100 billion.

This is an attack on all industry 
super funds by the finance sector, 
the Coalition, and their hacks at 
Nine media.

The finance sector would dearly 
like to get control of that $100 
billion and the more than trillion 
dollars in other industry funds.

INCOLINK
Three directors of Master Build-

ers Association Victoria (MBAV) 
wrote to Opposition spokesperson 
Michaelia Cash regarding Incolink, 
the industry’s $1.2 billion redun-
dancy fund. Construction compa-
nies are required to make regular 
payments to the fund on behalf of 
their employees.

These building industry direc-
tors, according to the Australian 
Financial Review, alleged the 
CFMEU’s fund was “unlawfully 

misusing millions of dollars in 
workers’ money. They argued the 
union uses the fund to strongarm 
employer groups.” They sought to 
make it an election issue.

The fund provides redundan-
cy payments and a range of other 
services for members such as sick 
leave, safety and mental health. 
Cash wasted no time calling for an 
investigation and a detailed audit of 
Incolink and challenging Labor to 
bring forward legislation to ensure 
transparent and responsible man-
agement of workers’ funds.

COALITION
The Coalition have plans 

to bring back the anti-worker, 
union-busting Australian Building 
and Construction Commission, 
individual contracts, and a host of 
other restrictions on trade union 
rights along with hefty penalties on 
unions and their members.

The aim is for the administrator 
to clean out the leadership, which 
it has done, and replace it with an 
employer-friendly team. Kneecap-
ping the CFMEU paves the way 
for an assault on weaker and less 
militant trade unions.

The militant Maritime Union 
of Australia is likely to be the next 
in the firing line.

Disarming the organised work-
ing class is seen by the government, 
Opposition and bosses as essential 
if a widespread austerity program 
and virtual slavery in the workplace 
are to be imposed. The bosses have 
already made significant advances 
towards this end.

The union movement has been 
seriously weakened by the divisions 
around the CFMEU.

IMPORTANCE OF 
UNITY

Australian households are 
experiencing a deepening reces-
sion and cost-of-living crisis. They 
need strong unions to protect past 
gains and fight for higher wages 
and better services.

The government is not tackling 
the economic crisis. It has instead 
embarked on a massive program 
of military spending. The last 
thing the government wants is a 
militant trade union movement 
prepared to resist the austerity 
measures planned for households 
and workers.

A group of unions have 
launched a High Court challenge 
to the laws appointing the admin-
istrator. The outcome of the case 
is expected in the coming weeks.

Meanwhile the battle must con-
tinue to be fought on the ground. 
The Communist Party of Australia 
is calling for:
•  Withdrawal of the 

Administration Bill
•  The reinstatement of all sacked 

union officials
•  The Construction and General 

Division to be allowed to carry 
out its own investigation into 
the allegations

•  Maximum trade union and 
community solidarity with the 
CFMEU and any other union 
under attack.

Demand an independent 
Palestinian state now!

CUBA TODAY
A report on the Southern Cross Brigade 2025
First hand information from the WA people who travelled with the 40th 
Southern Cross Brigade to Cuba that took place on 4-23 January 2025. 

2-5pm – Sunday 2 March
Perth Trades Hall training rooms 
82 Beaufort Street Perth
Free event 
For more info call 0419 812 872 or email acfsperth@gmail.com
Organised by the Australia-Cuba Friendship Society WA branch
FB event: https://www.facebook.com/share/18rurDEcjh/
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Early signs of imperial darkness 
Hate symbols and terror offences in Australia will now be sub-
ject to mandatory sentencing with new laws, which could bring 
prison terms ranging from one to six years after the Albanese 
government sided with the Coalition.

Under the new laws, displaying hate symbols or performing a 
Nazi salute is now punishable by at least one year in prison. 
Other penalties include a minimum of three years for financing 
terrorism, and six years for committing or planning terrorist acts.

In the past, the Labor Party has opposed mandatory prison sen-
tences on the grounds that they do not reduce crime, undermine 
the independence of courts and are often applied in a discrimi-
natory way.

Liberal Senator James Paterson accused the government of 
having to be “dragged kicking and screaming to finally introduce 
tough legislation.”

Performing the Nazi salute and displaying Nazi symbols, such 
as the swastika, have been banned since last year and carry 
a maximum one-year in prison. The new law makes the prison 
term mandatory.

Home Affairs Minister Tony Burke said the new law was about 
whether Parliament believed it was acceptable to advocate, 
threaten or commit violence against another person because of 
who they are, who they pray to or who they love.

But, of course, this new law is about none of these things. It’s 
attempting to justify Israel’s crimes against the Palestinians. One 
such appeaser is Australia’s Defence Minister Richard Marles 
who equates criticism of Israel’s murder of 60,000 defenceless 
Palestinians with antisemitism. Says Marles, “Questioning the 
right of Israel to exist strikes at the heart of global Jewry. It is 
antisemitic”. Israel’s PM, Benjamin Netanyahu is wanted by the 
International Criminal Court for war crimes and crimes against 
humanity.

As to Donald Trump’s declaration that the US would “take 
over” and “own” Gaza to make it into “the Riviera of the Middle 
East”, Ben Saul, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 
Counter-Terrorism, warns, “It is not too late to arrest the ear-
ly signs of imperial darkness of the kinds that dominated the 
world in the colonial era or consumed it from the early 1930s. 
Countries like Australia must courageously push back and recal-
ibrate our relationship with the US as needed.

“We should never accept a lawless, violent world of unbridled 
hegemonic power.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the USA’s Musk-led razor gang 
setting the pace in cutting government programs. US unions 
representing government workers are suing President Donald 
Trump’s administration in an effort to stop the country’s foreign 
assistance agency being closed down.

The Elon Musk-led Department of Government Efficiency 
launched an assault on the US Agency for International 
Development (USAid) last week, blocking staff from using inter-
nal systems and placing thousands of workers on administrative 
leave.

The Trump administration slashed the workforce from more than 
10,000 to fewer than 300 employees.

The American Foreign Service Association and American 
Federation of Government Employees responded by filing a law-
suit against Trump, Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent, USAid, the State Department and the 
Department of Treasury to seek an injunctive relief “to immedi-
ately cease actions to shut down USAid’s operations.”

In the lawsuit, the unions wrote: “These actions have generated 
a global humanitarian crisis by abruptly halting the crucial work 
of USAid employees, grantees, and contractors. They have 
cost thousands of American jobs. And they have imperilled US 
national security interests.”

“Apologise to 
Antoinette Lattouf”

The ABC must commission an 
independent inquiry into the 
broadcaster’s independence 
from outside interference and 
apologise for allowing exter-
nal pressure to influence the 
dismissal of Antoinette Lat-
touf, as well as for attempts to 
have other journalists sacked 
in recent years.

Media, Entertainment & Arts 
Alliance (MEAA) members at the 
ABC want the inquiry to be con-
ducted within 12 months and the 
full report released publicly.

Following a union meeting, 
they are also demanding complete 
end to the “special hotlines” that 
some groups are able to leverage 
to influence the ABC and improved 
transparency about complaints and 
lobbying activities directed at the 
Chair and managing director.

“Media, Entertainment & Arts 
Alliance members at the ABC are 
dismayed by the revelations emerg-
ing from the Antoinette Lattouf 
trial and disgusted by the ABC’s 
handling of the case,” said the ABC 
National House Committee.

“The ABC’s position that Ms 
Lattouf has not ‘demonstrated 
the existence of a Lebanese, Arab 
or Middle Eastern race’ destroys 
any hope that the ABC intends to 
address the systemic racism identi-
fied by the Janke review of last year.

“As a public broadcaster, the 
ABC must act as a model litigant. 
We demand it immediately disa-
vows this position and acknowl-
edges, without qualification, that 
Lebanese, Arab and Middle East-
ern people can be subject to racial 
discrimination.

“The trial has confirmed our 
worst fears: the ABC’s independ-
ence is not adequately protected. 
Across successive leaderships, 
political pressure has influenced 
the ABC chair, leading to breaches 
of our independence. There has 
been no commitment to change 
from the new leadership.

“It’s therefore not enough to 
change the personnel. The system 
allowing those breaches needs to 
be changed.

“ABC staff work tirelessly to 
build and maintain the ABC’s 

independence and integrity. It is 
the board’s legal duty to protect 
that independence and integrity. 
But time and again we see ABC 
chairs and managing directors do 
the opposite.

“ABC’s staff know social media 
rules are supposed to ensure the 
ABC isn’t brought into disrepute, 
yet this court proceeding has badly 
harmed the ABC’s reputation.

“This must stop. We demand 
changes be made to ensure it does.”

RESOLUTION
ABC MEAA members demand:
An explicit acceptance by the 

ABC that they will not require any 
proof that it is possible to be racist 
to a Lebanese/Arab/Middle Eastern 
person, and an apology for making 
that argument in court.

An independent inquiry, 
designed in collaboration with 
the ABC MEAA National House 
Committee, to examine the ABC’s 
independence, and how outside 
pressure may have inappropriately 
influenced the ABC, including the 
attempts to sack Emma Alberici 
and Andrew Probyn, revealed in 
2018, and the sacking of Antoinette 
Lattouf. Since these cases appear to 
demonstrate inappropriate outside 

influence despite personnel changes 
across successive leadership teams, 
the inquiry should consider poten-
tial legislative, corporate culture 
or policy changes that might be 
required, as well as changing or 
clarifying the roles of the Chair 
and managing director, to better 
protect the ABC’s integrity and 
independence. The inquiry should 
be conducted within 12 months and 
a full report be released publicly.

A full apology to Antoinette 
Lattouf, ABC staff and the public 
for allowing external pressure to 
influence the ABC, undermining 
the ABC’s independence and hard-
won trust.

An acknowledgement from 
Chair Kim Williams that what 
occurred before his time with the 
sacking of Lattouf was unaccept-
able and a commitment to stop it 
happening again.

A complete end to the “special 
hotlines” that some groups are able 
to leverage to influence the ABC. 
All complaints received by senior 
executives, the MD or the board 
must be directed to the ombudsman 
or appropriate adjudicator with no 
further action. The ABC should 
follow its established and rigor-
ous complaints-handling process 
through the Ombudsman’s Office 
without interference or influence 
from management. Editorial staff 
subject to complaints must always 
be afforded the right to respond 
before any adverse findings or 
actions are taken against them.

Improved transparency around 
attempts to influence including 
the Managing Director and Chair 
publishing their diaries and summa-
ries of all complaints and lobbying 
actions received by them.

That the incoming MD Hugh 
Marks meets with the MEAA 
National House Committee to 
openly and collaboratively discuss 
how to ensure these longstanding 
problems are not repeated.

That the ABC does not unduly 
fold to bad faith external media 
campaigns.

ABC Management will imme-
diately work with ABC MEAA 
House Committee to review and 
implement social media policy with 
transparency.

Call on the ABC management 
to treat staff’s mental health dis-
closures with respect in all circum-
stances, and recognise the mental 
health toll of working in the media 
industry.  

Photo: Penguin Random House – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)
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Graham Holton

Since the 19th-century the United 
States has claimed Manifest Desti-
ny to support its brutal occupation 
and wars against Mexico and else-
where. This grab of foreign territo-
ry persists today. President Donald 
Trump announced at his inaugura-
tion that he wanted Greenland, an 
autonomous territory of Denmark, 
for its minerals and “for purposes of 
national security.”

Trump made an unveiled economic and 
military threat to acquire the territory. Under-
standing what happened to the Danish West 
Indies is relevant to how Greenland and its 
citizens will be treated on US acquisition.

There are obvious parallels between how 
the US acquired the Danish West Indies and 
Trump’s threat to acquire Greenland for 
security reasons linked to a perceived threat 
of the Chinese takeover of the Panama Canal. 
In March 1917 the US took over the Danish 
West Indies (Saint Thomas, Saint John and 
Saint Croix) for US$25 million, equivalent to 

US $595 million in 2025, with US $100,000 
for governance. 

Denmark had acquired the islands in the 
17th and 18th centuries and by the late 1800s 
they were underutilised. During the presiden-
cy of Abraham Lincoln US diplomats warned 
Secretary of State, William Seward, that the 
islands were “vulnerable to the acquisitive 
designs of a number of European powers,” 
mainly Great Britain and Austria.

Seward crafted a treaty to purchase St 
Thomas and St. John for US $7.5 million. 
Interest waned until negotiations resumed 
in 1892 and again in 1902. 

With the outbreak of World War I, US 
political interests reawakened. The opening 
of the Panama Canal in August 1914, with 
the possibility that the US would enter the 
war against Germany, increased the urgency 
to acquire the Islands.

The US considered the Danish West 
Indies as strategically important for pro-
tecting its shipping lanes in the Caribbean 
Sea, for the military security of the Panama 
Canal, and for projecting US naval power in 
the region.

In 1915 the Danish ambassador told 
Secretary of State, Robert Lansing, that 
Denmark “would not negotiate” their sale as 
their commercial value had increased with 
the opening of the Panama Canal.

The US threatened to seize the islands 
if Denmark considered handing them over 
to Germany. “This plain spoken threat … 
had the desired effect,” Lansing reported 
to President Woodrow Wilson. The islands 
were handed over with the US governor of 
the Islands possessing “all military, civil, and 
judicial powers necessary” to run the islands.

The downside was that Virgin Islanders 
had US nationality but not citizenship. In 
1932 Congress granted citizenship to “all 
natives of the Virgin Islands.” 

Water Island was acquired by the US in 
1944 for US$10,000 and Fort Segarra was 
constructed to protect military installations 
on neighbouring islands. In 1950 the Depart-
ment of Defense passed Water Island to the 
Department of the Interior, who leased it to 
the private developer, Walter Phillips, which 
paid US$3,000 rent annually.

On 12 December 1996 Water Island was 

transferred by the federal government to the 
US Virgin Island territorial government to 
become the 4th member of the US Virgin 
Islands. In 1969 the US and Denmark reached 
an agreement, the “Convention between the 
United States and Denmark for the Cession 
of the Danish West Indies.” In 2015 the Dis-
trict of Colombia Circuit held that birthright 
citizenship does not apply to the unincorpo-
rated Virgin Islands territories. This finding 
is important as President Trump has attacked 
the 14th Amendment that grants Birthright 
to all those born in the USA.

What the acquisition shows is that the US 
threat to acquire foreign territory should not 
be taken lightly. Nor does the acquisition of 
new territory mean that the citizens of that 
territory can assume that they will receive 
the same rights as those of the United States. 
The US health care and education system 
is not what Greenlanders desire or want, 
preferring the rights under the European 
Union. Greenlanders have little to gain by 
becoming a US territory, and a lot to lose.  

States and territories ‘abandon’  
people with disability

People with Disability Australia 
(PWDA), the national cross-dis-
ability rights and representative 
organisation, is deeply concerned 
that state and territory govern-
ments are delaying the rollout of 
foundational supports, leaving mil-
lions of people with disability to 
continue without access to essen-
tial services – at a time when NDIS 
reforms are restricting access and 
reducing supports available under 
the Scheme.

PWDA President Trinity Ford said 
this delay amounts to an abandonment 
of responsibility by state and territory 
governments, who walked away from 
disability services when the NDIS was 
introduced and are now refusing to step 
up when people need support the most.

“People with disability are being 
squeezed from both sides. The NDIS is 
tightening access, reducing the supports 
available to many participants, and 
now states and territories are refusing 
to deliver the services they were always 
responsible for,”  Ford said.

“This is a crisis of their own making. 

States and territories cut disability ser-
vices, handed everything to the NDIS, 
and now they are kicking the can down 
the road instead of fixing the gaps they 
created. People with disability cannot 
afford to wait while governments play 
politics with their lives.”

PWDA Deputy CEO Megan Spin-
dler-Smith said foundational supports 
must be properly funded and co-de-
signed to ensure people with disability 
can access services they need – whether 
they are able to access the NDIS or not.

“The NDIS was never meant to be 
the only support system for people with 
disability, but because state and terri-
tory governments stopped maintaining 
their responsibilities, it remains the only 
option for far too many people with dis-
ability. Now, with the Scheme restricting 
access and supports, rolling out founda-
tional supports is more important than 
ever,” Spindler-Smith said.

“If states and territories are no longer 
willing to co-fund these services, they are 
continuing to leave people without essen-
tial supports. This delay will push more 
people into crisis, place additional strain 

on families and carers, and force more 
people to rely on already overstretched 
health and emergency services.”

Foundational supports are intend-
ed to provide critical services like 
community.

Access programs, disability peer 
support, early intervention, and mental 
health support – many of which are no 
longer accessible through the NDIS due 
to the tightening of eligibility and plan-
ning decisions.

PWDA is calling on state and terri-
tory governments to stop delaying and 
commit to properly funding foundational 
supports now.

PWDA is also urging all federal elec-
tion candidates to publicly commit to 
a national system of properly funded, 
co-designed foundational supports and 
hold states and territories accountable 
for their failure to act.

“We will be watching closely in the 
lead-up to the federal election. People 
with disability and their families deserve 
to know which leaders are standing up 
for them – and which ones are failing 
them,” Spindler-Smith said.  

Greenland’s destiny – How the US 
took over Danish West Indies
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The South Australian Mal-
inauskas Labor government 
faces a large industrial pro-
test, with more than 1,100 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (DHS) workers imple-
menting sweeping work bans 
with their action visible on 
streets from Mount Gambier 
to Adelaide.

The disability support workers 
are protesting inadequate pay at a 
time when crushing cost of living 
is severely impacting their ability 
to provide safe support services 
for South Australians. The work 
bans include caulking hundreds 
DHS vans with messages includ-
ing “Safe Support Services NOW!” 
and “Malinauskas must deliver 

Safe Support Services,” so workers 
can make their case directly to the 
people of South Australia.

DHS currently relies on agency 
workers to meet minimum staffing 
levels because there aren’t enough 
support workers to the provide 
continuity of support that is needed 
for vulnerable South Australians.

The workers, who provide sup-
port services to people with disabil-
ities, are calling on the Malinauskas 
government to provide secure jobs 
with decent wages so they can keep 
supporting South Australians.

The industrial action will 
include work bans across 240 
houses targeted at management, 
with workers restricting administra-
tive tasks, limiting communications 

during unpaid time, and using 
prominent campaign slogans on 
DHS vans to raise awareness.

Sam Bannon, United Workers 
Union Delegate and Disability 
Support Officer, stated, “Wages 
are not going up, and the cost of 
living is ever increasing. My rent 
has doubled, groceries have gone 
up by 40 per cent, and workers 
are being left behind. I work with 
families who can’t afford shoes for 
their kids.

“We’ve reached a crunch point. 
The NDIS was meant to be a system 
of empowerment, but we’re not 
experiencing that on the ground 
because, unlike other providers, 
DHS isn’t required to pass on the 
full wage funding.

“We’re not asking for an 
increase in funding; we are asking 
for the funding that is allocated to 
our wages to be paid to us in full. 
We simply can’t afford to work for 
the Malinauskas government when 
we are the lowest paid disability 
support workers in the country. 
Without us, there will be no DHS 
and that means South Australians 
with the most complex disabilities 
are left without the support they 
need. It’s time the Malinauskas 
government valued workers and 
did the right thing by our state.”

BACKGROUND
DHS charges the NDIS the price 

threshold, meaning they claim 
the maximum amount of funding 

which is calculated on the basis that 
they are paying the federal award 
($34.46), yet they are paying sig-
nificantly under at $30.49.

Approximately 1 in 5 Austral-
ians live with a disability and this 
industrial action underscores the 
urgent need for the Malinauskas 
government to deliver safe support 
services for all South Australians.

The actions have been care-
fully designed to ensure clients 
safety and support will not be 
compromised.

The work bans began at 7 am 
on 8 February 2025 and remain 
in effect until further notice.  

Monash University admits fresh  
$7.6 million wage theft scandal

National Tertiary Education Union

The National Tertiary Education Union 
(NTEU) has demanded an urgent 
federal parliamentary inquiry into 
university governance after Monash 
University admitted underpaying staff 
$7.6 million.

The new wage theft revelations at Monash 
are additional to $10 million in previous 
underpayments at the university, and mil-
lions more in alleged underpayments NTEU 
is pursuing in the Federal Court for unpaid 
consultation hours.

The NTEU is calling for an independent 
investigation of governance at Monash, 
alongside a federal parliamentary inquiry 
into the governance crisis at universities 
across Australia.

The national university wage theft tally is 
now a confirmed $265 million, with a further 

$159 million set aside by universities to repay 
workers for suspected wage theft incidents.

More than 140,000 university staff have 
had wages stolen from them in recent years.

NTEU Monash Branch President Dr Ben 
Eltham said:

“This admission brings Monash Uni’s 
total wage theft bill to $17.6m since 2016. 
These are wages and superannuation unlaw-
fully withheld from hard-working teachers. 
Monash’s executive and governing board 
have broken the law and stolen from their 
own staff.

“Union action directly led to this 
admission. It’s no coincidence that this 
announcement has dropped while Justice 
Snaden considers his decision in a separate 
multi-million dollar wage theft case in the 
Federal Court of Australia.”

“We wrote to Monash’s governing Council 
in November about the crisis of wage theft 

at our institution. They haven’t bothered to 
get back to us.

“Monash University’s Chancellor Dr 
Megan Clark has been on the board for 
the entire time these underpayments took 
place. She has failed in her governance 
responsibilities.”

“We urgently need a thorough and inde-
pendent investigation into governance at 
Monash Uni.”

NTEU National President Dr Alison 
Barnes said:

“It’s disgusting that staff are continual-
ly being ripped off by their employers with 
no consequences for the wage thieves who 
are running rampant in public universities.

“There’s no greater proof that the uni-
versity governance system in Australia is 
broken beyond repair than the $400 million 
wage theft shame in our sector.

“Vice-chancellors earning more than $1 

million a year are never underpaid, yet more 
than 140,000 staff who are mostly insecurely 
employed have been.

“We need an urgent federal parliamen-
tary inquiry into the rotten governance in 
universities that has fuelled a wage theft 
epidemic, rampant casualisation and obscene 
executive pay.”

NTEU Monash branch representative 
Tony Williams said:

“Wage theft is endemic at Monash Uni-
versity. This newest disclosure of underpay-
ments stands in stark contrast to the recent 
reporting of exorbitant executive salaries of 
university management.

“When viewed together, it paints a clear 
picture of who is and is not valued within the 
institution.”  

“We’ve reached crunch point”

Victoria: Premier’s review shows blatant 
disregard for Aboriginal communities

The Victoria Aboriginal Legal Service 
(VALS)  has slammed Premier Allan’s 
announcement of a review into Victo-
ria’s bail law reforms as “premature” and 
proof that the Allan government cares 
more about polling numbers than keep-
ing communities safe.

Only 10 months ago, Victoria’s bail reforms 
came into effect. These reforms were the result of 
extensive advocacy from Aboriginal communities, 
legal experts, and the family of Veronica Marie 
Nelson following her tragic death in custody 
in 2020. Veronica was a strong Gunditjmara, 
Dja Dja Wurrung, Wiradjuri, and Yorta Yorta 
woman. Victoria’s unfair and discriminatory 
bail laws put Veronica in prison for minor shop-
lifting related charges. Veronica passed away in 
that prison, alone and isolated from culture and 
support. In the Coronial Inquest into Veronica’s 
passing, the Coroner found that the state’s bail 
laws discriminated against Aboriginal people 
and were incompatible with Victoria’s Human 
Rights Charter.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peo-
ples have been targeted by the state since early 
colonisation, in an unbroken chain of harmful 
interventions that have removed children from 
their families, imprisoned them, subjected them 
to state-sanctioned violence, and denied them 
their culture, freedom and humanity.

By ignoring expert advice, VALS argues, the 
Victorian government is placing more Aboriginal 
peoples’ lives at risk by allowing them to be subject 
to the trauma and isolation of being incarcerated 
thus continuing the colonial project. VALS has 

seen countless examples of how the recent bail 
reforms are improving the lives of their clients. 
“We’re not seeing community members being 
remanded on minor crimes such as shoplifting 
and instead being given the opportunity to be 
supported within their community.”

“This decision is an active one that delegiti-
mises [the government’s] commitment to Treaty 
and calls into question their prioritisation of com-
munity safety. True ‘community safety’ cannot 
exist until the response to offending behaviour 
is based on prevention and early intervention, 
and lead with therapeutic and trauma-informed 
approaches – something that the government 
could choose to invest in now rather than per-
petrating the same tired response.”

Nerita Waight, VALS CEO spelled it out:
“Granting bail saves lives. Using the ‘tough on 

crime’ rhetoric as a political tool shows nothing 
but blatant disregard for the lives of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people who were, and 
continue to be, disproportionately affected by 
discriminatory bail laws.”

“Instead of continuing to pander to this scare 
campaign by VicPol and the conservative media, 
the Victorian government should invest in other 
reforms. Those set out by Yoorrook for Justice 
in its landmark report on Criminal Justice, less 
than 10 per cent of which the Victorian govern-
ment said they supported in full, would be a 
good place to start. The government have had 
many chances to hear directly from Aboriginal 
Communities about what we want throughout 
the Yoorrook process – again, they have chosen 
to block their ears.”  
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Renewed calls for parliament to raise the rate 
of income support.

Remember that there were calls to raise Jobseek-
er, Youth Allowance, and Disability before the Labor 
government came to power? After they came to power, 
the calls continued to fall on deaf ears, although one 
Labor hanger-on just pointed out that there were a 
lot of jobs in Ballarat, as though every unemployed 
person and student in the country could relocate to 
rural Victoria. 

The calls are back. According to the Australian 
Council Of Social Services (ACOSS) parliamentar-
ians, including many members of the crossbench, 
have joined community sector leaders in calling on 
the parliament to raise the rate of income support.

MPs Bridget Archer, Kate Chaney, Helen Haines, 
Monique Ryan, Zali Steggall, Kylea Tink and Andrew 
Wilkie, and Senators Penny Allman-Payne and David 
Pocock called for the parliament to ease cost of living 
pressure for those struggling the most by raising the 
rate of JobSeeker, Youth Allowance, Parenting Pay-
ment, and related payments to a liveable level.

Currently JobSeeker is just $56 a day and Youth 
Allowance just $47 a day. Both rates are less than half 
the minimum wage and leave people unable to afford 
basic necessities such as rent, food and medicine

Tasmanian Liberal MP Bridget Archer said: “There’s 
no doubt that many people in our community are being 
left behind by this government. My office is repeat-
edly contacted by constituents experiencing severe 
disadvantage and it has only continued to increase. 
It’s not acceptable in a country like Australia. More 
urgently needs to be done to support the most vul-
nerable in our society.”

Victorian Independent MP Monique Ryan said: 
“Australians on income support are being left behind. 
You can’t return to the workforce if you can’t afford 
to eat, keep yourself healthy, look after your kids, 

or get to job interviews. We have to lift vulnerable 
people out of poverty.” Her fellow independent Zali 
Steggall agreed, calling on the government MP said 
“to raise income support payments so that the most 
vulnerable in our community, who are hit hardest by 
cost-of-living pressures, are able to afford essentials 
such as rent, food, and healthcare.”

Another Independent, Kylea Tink MP said: “It’s 
hard not to see that both major parties have their 
priorities wrong.

The Coalition wants taxpayers to shout long lunches 
for bosses, while Labor is still busy pandering to the 
interests of gambling and fossil fuel companies which 
leaves the crossbench as the only ones consistently 
standing up for the most vulnerable in our society. 
Increasing the rates of JobSeeker, Youth Allowance 
and the Parenting Payment is a no-brainer – not only 
is it the right thing to do from a moral perspective, but 
raising the rate will also help boost the economy by 
ensuring single parents, young Australians and those 
searching for jobs can afford the basics required for 
a dignified life.”

Veteran independent Andrew Wilkie MP has called 
it “ a disgrace” that a country as wealthy as Australia 
has “poverty by design in government payments that 
force people to make decisions about whether they pay 
their rent, eat or purchase lifesaving medications.”

The community sector agrees with ACOSS CEO 
Dr Cassandra Goldie calling it “unacceptable” that in 
one of the wealthiest countries in the word “people 
are skipping meals, sleeping in cars, or going without 
medicine because JobSeeker and related payments 
are so far below the poverty line.” 

ACOSS is calling for JobSeeker and related pay-
ments to be lifted to at least the pension rate of $82 
a day without further delay.  

Above the law
The wildfires in Los Angeles, massive flooding in north 
Queensland, and floods in greater Sydney are a small taste of 
what lies ahead if governments don’t change their tune. Fossil 
fuels MUST be wound back NOW and as quickly as possible.

The Amazon rainforest is often described as “the lungs of 
the world,” one of the most important tools in storing carbon 
and addressing the climate crisis. According to the World 
Resources Institute, the Amazon rainforest is a net carbon 
sink, thanks to the strong protections in lands managed by 
indigenous communities. Animal agriculture, logging, mining, 
and infrastructure and urban development  caused some parts 
of the Amazon rainforest to emit more carbon dioxide than it 
absorbs by 2021!

Thousands of species of wildlife and plants have been 
eliminated through deforestation, and Indigenous communities 
put at risk with poisoned waterways from mining and 
forced displacement. In the struggles to hold onto their 
lands Indigenous people have been displaced, murdered, 
and injured. Almost 20 per cent of the rainforest has been 
destroyed in just 50 years, much of it illegally.

It beggars belief that in 2024, Perupetro SA, the state-owned 
company responsible for promoting, negotiating, underwriting, 
and monitoring contracts for exploration and exploitation of 
hydrocarbons in Peru, proposed that 15 million hectares of 
the rainforest be handed over for mining. The areas for oil and 
gas mining include millions of hectares of Indigenous land and 
protected ‘natural areas.’

Perupetro is a law unto itself, negotiating contracts with mining 
corporations on behalf of the government. The area proposed 
includes more than a quarter (223,000 hectares) of the Madre 
de Dios Reserve (MDDR) established in 2002 to protect the 
land and lives of the Indigenous people, some possibly living in 
“isolation.”

The forest is dangerously close to breaking point: 25 per cent 
deforestation, with profound impacts for humanity globally.

Resources giant Santos received a token fine in January 
2025 for a large oil spill off the coast of Western Australia. In 
March 2022, three dead dolphins were found floating near 
an oil slick caused by the leak of 25,000 litres of condensate 
through a gaping hole in a hose used to load oil tankers. In 
breach of their obligations, Santos did not call in environmental 
assessors until a week after the incident.

“They could not have known the real scale of impact, it was 
never checked,” said a whistleblower who first brought it to 
public attention. The whistleblower called Santos’ claim that 
the spill did not harm the dolphins “an outright lie.” “I was 
appalled at the culture and management within Santos, which 
demonstrated such wilful refusal to accept responsibility.”

The WA Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation 
and Safety said “Santos’ failures ... included insufficient 
monitoring of condensate loading operations, as well as failing 
to conduct an adequate investigation of the pipeline’s fitness 
for purpose.” In early 2024, Santos’ own investigation drew the 
conclusion: “We did not find any evidence to substantiate the 
allegations raised, but we identified gaps in our internal control 
and communication processes.”

Later in court, the multi-billion dollar corporation pleaded guilty 
to the oil spill and received the peppercorn fine. In addition, 
it was ordered to pay $9,700 in court costs. “The average 
Australian household paid more income tax last year than 
Santos had to pay for a massive oil spill, one which it allegedly 
covered up,” said Mark Ogge, Principal Advisor at the Australia 
Institute.

Meaningless fines for serious offences aren’t the only way 
Santos gets a great deal operating in Australia. According to 
ATO, Santos paid no company income tax in Australia from 
2015 to 2023, despite declaring $38 billion of income.

GREEN NOTESRaise the rate!

The tent city in Sydney saw homeless people come together as a community and stand up to the government. 
Photo: Anna Pha
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A major new report on Australia’s mid-
wifery profession has found that more 
than a third of midwives surveyed are 
considering leaving the industry due 
to poor working conditions.

The report, Midwifery Futures: Building 
the Australian midwifery workforce, also 
found there are not enough midwives, or 
current midwifery students in the pipeline, 
to meet future needs.

Commissioned by the Nursing and 
Midwifery Board of Australia (NMBA) 
and conducted by the Burnet Institute, the 

report made 32 recommendations under 
five key areas:
•  increasing visibility, governance and 

leadership of the profession
•  scaling-up midwifery models of care
•  growing the workforce
•  support conditions and career pathways 

in the workforce
•  improving data workforce planning.

NSW has the lowest number of midwives 
per capita in the country, with only 104 
midwives per 100,000 population. There 
are 6,600 practising midwives in the state.

The report authors say that “strong and 
skilled midwifery leadership is essential 
for developing the future Australian mid-
wifery workforce.” They call in particular 
for the appointment of a Chief Midwife in 
each Commonwealth and state and territory 
government.

They also call for maternity services that 
are led by midwives at clinical and executive 
levels.

Amanda Bailey-Derrett, a registered 
midwife and president of the Coffs Harbour 
NSWNMA branch, says: “As midwives we 

have much responsibility, but not enough 
support. There is definitely a feeling of 
not being valued by the employer and the 
government.”

Amanda, who is a registered nurse and 
registered midwife, believes more midwife-led 
management structures are necessary.

“Our branch has been advocating for 
a number of years to increase midwifery 
management because there is no manage-
ment at executive level that are midwives 
[at my workplace]. The highest we have is a 
midwifery manager who is at level two.”  

Marcus Browning

The undermining of multicul-
turalism currently underway 
cannot be properly under-
stood in isolation: it is taking 
place in the context of world-
wide opposition to neo-colo-
nialism, and is related to the 
drive to promote bellicose, 
flag-waving nationalism, 
and support for US-led wars. 
Attacking multiculturalism 
also supports the increased 
interference by Australia in 
the affairs of neighbouring 
countries in the Asia Pacific 
region, and the promotion of 
militarism.

In addition, there is the appall-
ing treatment of refugees displaced, 
to a great extent, by the actions of 
capitalist globalisation, with its 
consequent wars and economic 
and environmental devastation, the 
attacks on democratic rights under 
the guise of combating “terrorism” 
and the encouragement of racial 
and religious intolerance.

The blows against multicul-
turalism are, in essence, part of an 
overarching policy of cementing 
Australia more firmly into the US 
empire and giving further privileges 
to the transnational corporations 
favoured by US imperialism.

The reactionaries of the Liber-
al-National Coalition have never 
supported multiculturalism. In 
1988 then-PM John Howard said 
that Asian migration should be 
slowed to safeguard his version of 
Australian “values” and “cultural 
identity.” The Federal Treasurer 
Peter Costello said, “If you don’t 
want to take your shoes off, don’t 
go into the mosque. If you want 
to come into Australia, you will be 
asked to respect its values.”

In 2001, at the opening of the 
Liberals’ federal election campaign 

Howard said: “We will decide who 
comes to this country, and the cir-
cumstances in which they come,” 
ignoring every country’s obligation 
to assist refugees.

Multiculturalism is a process 
by which a new (in this case Aus-
tralian) culture is derived from 
the interaction and merging of the 
various cultures present in the com-
munity. It is more than the simple 
sum of those cultures considered 
separately.

All these cultures have been 
developed in a long historical pro-
cess in their original homelands. 
Because the cultures developed in 
class-exploitative societies, they all 
have their progressive and reac-
tionary aspects.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia strongly supports multicul-
turalism and the development of 
an Australian culture based on 
what is good and progressive in 
the cultures present in Australia 
and arriving on its shores.

Multiculturalism as government 
policy in Australia dates from the 
time of the Whitlam government. 
It replaced previous policies that 
sought to assimilate “new Australi-
ans” and impose an “Anglo Saxon” 
cultural stereotype on them. Mul-
ticulturalism encouraged ethnic 
communities to preserve their lan-
guages and to become involved in 
the teaching of them as community 
languages. It assisted ethnic com-
munities to preserve their artistic 
and food culture and to share this 
heritage with all Australians of 
other backgrounds.

The CPA supports giving 
recognition, encouragement and 
assistance to ethnic communities 
to preserve the cultural heritage of 
their homelands. This in no way 
contradicts the support for the pro-
cess of the continued development 
of Australian culture but, rather, 

enriches and complements it. From 
the outset, the CPA has supported 
the teaching of community lan-
guages in schools and institutions 
of higher education, and welcomes 
the fact that, while English is the 
official and main language spoken, 
Australia is a multilingual as well 
as a multicultural society.

A major part of the undermin-
ing of multiculturalism is the con-
servative drive to impose its values 
which involves the acceptance of 
the ruling class view of Australia’s 
history since colonisation. It was 
the promotion of this version of 
history that saw moves to stand-
ardise school curricula across the 
country, where schools through-
out had to sign up to a National 

Framework for Values Education 
in Australian Schools. Under this 
they were obliged to fly the Aus-
tralian Union Jack.

The values and culture being 
promoted reflected the interests, 
attitudes and prejudices of the 
British and increasingly the US 
capitalist ruling class transplanted 
to Australian soil. These “values” do 
not promote genuine patriotism; the 
pride working and other exploited 
Australians have in the achieve-
ments of their people,which goes 
hand-in-hand with internationalism 
and international solidarity. They 
instead push the interests of the 
capitalist ruling class and bourgeois 
nationalism.

The capitalist ruling class knows 

that resistance to the policies that 
boost their interests can be weak-
ened by dividing and distracting 
people. Religious and other cultural 
differences are small compared 
to the common interests workers 
have as exploited people. Howev-
er, as has been seen historically, 
tensions arising from a shortage 
of jobs and services and declining 
living standards can be channelled 
into ethnic tensions.

Promotion of multiculturalism 
and acceptance that Australian 
society is also multilingual will, on 
the other hand, enrich the totality 
of Australia’s culture life and unite 
society.  

Multiculturalism and class

Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity in Australia. Photo: DIAC – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Canberra Airport dispute
On 3 February, over 50 airport 
workers rallied at Canberra 
Airport. In the first Parliamen-
tary sitting week as politicians 
from all over the country were 
flying in to Canberra airport, 
Airport Security Officers were 
facing massive risks to condi-
tions and job insecurity.

At the end of last year, the 
Canberra Airport Group (CAG) 
chose not to continue with the 
current contractor Certis and 
instead awarded the security 
contract to international con-
glomerate MSS Security, a com-
pany notorious for its exploitative 
practices, use of dodgy sub-con-
tractors, high turnover of HR 
personnel, aggressive approach 

to industrial relations, and its 
general anti-union history.

MSS will take over security 
operations from Certis on 1 March 
2025 and so far:
•  MSS has refused to honour all 

existing wages and conditions 
in a genuine Enterprise 
Agreement.

•  Advised the United Workers 
Union (UWU) that there are 
terms within the existing 
agreement that it “… would 
not want carried over in their 
‘current form’ to any future 
agreement.”

•  Advised existing workers that 
they will have to reapply for 
their jobs and, if successful, 
undergo a probation period.

•  Refused to give employees 
a guarantee that all current 
Certis workers will be offered 
new employment with MSS.

•  Advised employees that MSS 
will not be offering work to any 
visa-holders.

Srinivas Narra is an Airport 
Security Officer:

“I’ve worked at Canberra Air-
port for four years. I have two 
children, aged 11 and 9. Our oldest 
child has a disability and needs a 
lot of extra support from me and 
my wife. We work as a team to 
give her a good life, but with the 
uncertainty at work we’re worried 
for her and our future.

“The job is important because 
it’s about keeping people safe, but 

it’s also decent and secure and lets 
you provide for your family. My 
wife works part-time because she 
needs to care for the kids – and 
for example she has not had any 
income for the past 6 weeks because 
of the school holidays.

“Everyone is worried about us 
going backwards. MSS management 
is clearly anti-union and is refusing 
to agree to continue with the cur-
rent union-negotiated agreement.

“I don’t think it’s fair that we 
have to re-apply for the jobs we’re 
already doing just because the 
contract has changed. We need our 
jobs to be secure.”

United Workers Union’s Lyndal 
Ryan said that MSS have a history 
of cutting corners, undercutting 

conditions in the industry, and 
leaving workers high and dry.

“Canberra Airport has a respon-
sibility to the workers to keep 
people safe in high-risk security 
areas of the airport in our nation’s 
capital. Choosing a contractor who 
leads on a race to the bottom on 
exploitation and selectively follow-
ing the law is just not good enough.

“These workers are crucial in 
making sure this airport functions.

“It’s disgraceful that workers 
who want to stay will face job inse-
curity and risks to their pay and 
conditions when they just want to 
keep doing their jobs.”  

More midwives needed
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Marcus Browning

The Australian government 
never hesitates in to preach 
the values of Western democ-
racy, and how Australia is an 
outstanding example. We reg-
ularly elect governments in 
‘free and fair’ elections and 
our Westminster-style parlia-
mentary system is relatively 
open to scrutiny.

Australia’s parliamentary 
system has many shortcomings, 
but at least legislation is usually 
public before it is passed and trade 
unions, consumer, environmental, 
health, education, and other groups 
and individuals have an opportu-
nity to express their views, and to 
lobby and campaign for changes. 
If enough pressure is mounted, it 
is not unknown for a government 
to back down.

Even these limited democratic 
rights were under threat during the 
negotiations of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP). This so-called 
“architecture for a 21st century 
trade agreement” was an exam-
ple of trade designed to serve US 
corporate and strategic interests, 
and to act as a model for future 
agreements.

Aspiring participants included 
Australia, New Zealand, the US, 
Peru, Chile, Mexico, Canada, 
Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia, 
Vietnam and Japan who battled 
it out over the specific provisions. 
Although “battling it out” was 
not the right term to use when it 
came to Australia’s subservience 
to the US.

The big corporations were at 
the table, being consulted on every 
move, but the public was being 
kept in the dark. If it were not for 
WikiLeaks we would still have little 
idea of how much the Australian 
government was willing to sign 
away, including our democratic 
and sovereign rights.

The US corporations, in par-
ticular, are driving the agenda – Big 
Pharma, big financial institutions, 
mining corporations et al.

Anyone who might oppose what 
the government is doing is kept in 
the dark in case they lobby or pro-
test. As a government spokesperson 
said at the time “a lot of those that 
are opposed, they’ve got an anti-
trade agenda.”

Those agitating against the deal 
weren’t opposed to trade itself. 
What people want is fair trade. The 
Australian Fair Trade and Invest-
ment Network (AFTINET), one of 
the main forces representing the 
interests of Australian people and 

the Australian economy, promotes 
fair trade.

It is also a deception to keep 
referring to it as if it were just about 
trade. It is the other aspects that 
the government was particularly 
concerned to hide.

The TPP might be referred 
to as a trade agreement, but only 
about five of its 26 chapters were 
about trade. The remainder go to 
the heart of the powers and role of 
government, in particular, that the 
agreement sought to override the 
government’s sovereign powers 
and responsibility to legislate in the 
interests of its people, its economy 
and environment.

The government’s capacity 
to act is shackled by the rights of 
corporations to sue it for billions 
of dollars over almost every aspect 
of life. Government authority could 
be challenged over such things as:
•  price of medications
•  environmental protection
•  workers’ rights
•  foreign investment rules
•  food and tobacco labelling
•  coal seam gas mining

•  financial regulation
•  internet privacy
•  environmental protection
•  government procurement, and 

much more.
The government claimed it 

was committed to protecting the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
and Australia’s interests. But how 
do we know? Its promises meant 
nothing, especially when it so fears 
the reaction to its actions that it 
treats them as top secret.

One of the most dangerous 
policies on the table is the inves-
tor-state disputes settlement (ISDS) 
provision. ISDS gives foreign 
corporations the power to sue the 
Australian government for poten-
tial not actual, losses in profits 
resulting from government legis-
lation or policy relating to health, 
environmental and other policies.

Cases under the ISDS would be 
heard not by an Australian court but 
by international tribunals whose 
decisions could override Austral-
ian courts.

The Democracy Centre has 
called such international arbitration 

“a privatised justice system for 
global corporations.”

“Decisions in these closed-
door tribunals are made by three 
investment lawyers working on a 
for-profit basis with no obligation 
to balance the public interest with 
the profit-making interest of cor-
porations,” Thomas McDonagh 
explains, in an article published 
by the Democracy Centre. 

“Governments, meanwhile, have 
no corresponding right to bring 
legal action against corporations 
in these arbitration tribunals when 
they breach national environmental 
regulations or human rights laws. 
It’s all one-way traffic,” McDonagh 
warns.

“The conflict of interest between 
corporations hard-wired to max-
imise profit – even if it comes at 
the cost of our fresh water sourc-
es, our public health laws and our 
basic services – and policy making 
designed to serve the public inter-
est is nowhere more apparent than 
in these arbitration cases. The 
means of mediating this conflict 
of interest and blocking unbridled 

profit-making is the democratic 
process.

“The TPP leaks make it ever 
clearer, however, that [free] trade 
agreements are the mechanisms 
that corporations are now using 
to thwart democracy and to under-
mine the ability for us to pressure 
our governments to take action on 
a range of urgent public issues,” 
McDonagh said.

The TPP fell through after 
Trump withdrew the US from the 
agreement. It was succeeded by the 
Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Part-
nership (CPTPP). If you look up its 
provisions, you’ll find one allowing 
governments to “promote inter-
national labour rights” – in other 
words, governments could insist 
that suppliers respect international 
law relating to workers rights. It 
sounds good, but the provision is 
listed under ‘suspended provisions.’

Somebody didn’t want that one 
in. The undemocratic spirit of the 
TPP is still with us.  

Trade: Who benefits?

Photo: GPA – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Iraqi Communist Party condemns  
the US plan for forced displacement  

and ethnic cleansing in Gaza
In a dangerous escalation of the Unit-
ed States’ unconditional support for 
the Zionist occupation state and war 
criminal Netanyahu in his war of gen-
ocide against Gaza and the Palestinian 
people, US President Donald Trump 
has announced a plan for the direct 
occupation of the Gaza Strip, impos-
ing “permanent ownership” over it, 
and forcibly displacing two million 
Palestinians from the area.

This new crime against humanity, tar-
geting the Palestinian people through forced 

displacement and ethnic cleansing in Gaza, 
will only deepen the tragedies caused by Isra-
el’s war of genocide and its war crimes. It also 
exposes the Trump administration’s deter-
mination to proceed with implementing the 
so-called “New Middle East” project, as well 
as its blatant support for Netanyahu’s plan 
to “redraw the region’s map.” This includes 
resuming normalisation agreements between 
Israel and Arab states, primarily Saudi Arabia, 
while expanding Zionist colonial settlement 
in the West Bank and threatening to annex 
parts of it to Israel.

This criminal plan will only further 
inflame the already volatile situation in the 
Middle East. There can be no peace or secu-
rity in the region without ending the Zionist 
occupation and enabling the Palestinian 
people to exercise their right to self-deter-
mination in accordance with international 
legitimacy, by establishing their independ-
ent national state on their homeland, with 
Jerusalem as its capital.

The Iraqi Communist Party strongly 
condemns the forced displacement and 
ethnic cleansing plans announced by the 

US administration. It also salutes the posi-
tions of regional countries and many nations 
worldwide that have rejected these plans. 
The Party calls on Palestinian national forces 
to strengthen their unity and end internal 
divisions, as this is an urgent and decisive 
requirement to thwart the conspiracy of 
displacement and ensure the victory of the 
Palestinian people’s just cause.

The Political Bureau
Iraqi Communist Party

6 February 2025
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Dear Guardian Editor,
I found the crossword puzzle on trans 
rights that was published in issue 
#2131 of the Guardian to be infanti-
lising, and showing a lack of under-
standing of the trans community and 
its struggles.

During such a hard time for the trans 
community, it is important now more than 
ever that we provide a respectful tribune for 
their voice, and not trivialise it in the form of 
a crossword puzzle that has nary a mention 

of the actual issues trans people face. I hope 
in the future there is consultation with trans 
party members before the publication of any 
material related to trans people.

Comradely regards,
Aidan Young

Editor responds: Thank you for this 
letter, Comrade Young. Without going 
into details about the crossword, I’d like to 
reassure you that the Communist Party of 

Australia takes trans issues seriously, as 
can be seen in the latest Political Resolu-
tion, available on the cpa.org.au website. 
Consulting with trans people before pub-
lishing on trans issues is an excellent idea, 
and one we implement wherever possible. 
Trans people were consulted in the writing 
of the crossword.

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

What’s Streaming?

The Palestine Laboratory
Peter Farmer 

Readers of this paper, or even just people who fol-
low the news, could be forgiven for thinking that 
they know everything that is possible to know about 
the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land and its 
mistreatment of, and murderous attacks on Pal-
estinian people in Gaza and the West Bank.  It’s a 
topic that has rightly taken up a lot of space.

You might think you know everything, but if you haven’t 
seen The Palestine Laboratory, now streaming on Al Jazeera, 
and available on YouTube, you don’t know the half of it.

As in his book of the same title, (reviewed in the Guard-
ian #2057, 19 June 2023), Australian journalist Antony 
Loewenstein details the extent of the surveillance Israel 
is practicing on the Palestinian people, but goes further to 
explain the implications for the rest of the world. As the title 
suggests, The Palestinian Laboratory argues persuasively 
that Israel uses Palestine as a testing ground for technol-
ogy, both military and surveillance related, that it exports 
around the world.

In this very compelling documentary, Loewenstein makes 
the case that Israel uses exports of weapons and surveillance 
technology not only for income, but also to get diplomatic 
cover for its illegal occupation of Palestinian land. Israel 
is also selling an ideology, which Loewenstein sums up as 
“selling the idea of getting away with it.”

As in his book of the same title Loewenstein spells out in 

detail how Israeli techniques and ideology are sold around 
the world in places as far afield as Tucson Arizona, where 
Trump’s notorious wall has forced refugees from climate 
change and failed states into ever more life-threatening 
attempts to enter the US. In the second episode, we see a 
clip of Trump himself saying “If you want to find out how 
effective a wall is, just ask Israel.” Loewenstein also goes to 
Mexico, where the Israeli phone tapping system Pegasus has 
helped the Mexican army to crack down on human rights 
activists. As Loewenstein dryly notes while checking his 
own phone, “being Pegasused” is now a verb.

Cooperation between the US and Israel didn’t begin 
with Trump of course, and we learn in the show that US law 
enforcement and intelligence agencies have been turning to 
Israel for training and equipment for a long time, especially 
since the 911 Twin Towers attack in 2001.

Even if you’ve read the book of the same name, it’s 
worth watching this series. A common ploy by people who 
want to shoot down protest about the ongoing genocide in 
Palestine is to scold those of us who think mass murder is 
a bad thing by telling us how far away “Israel-Palestine” 
is. Just this week, a Nine papers journalist described the 
“conflict” as “a miserable little war” and mentioned again 
how far away it was.

He was wrong of course, and this series shows that 
what happens in the Palestine Laboratory definitely does 
not stay there. As the old song has it, “the front line is 
everywhere.”  

Solutions to Crossword
Guardian 10-02-2025 – Issue #2132

ACROSS
8	� Salvador Allende – President of the first 

elected Socialist government, overthrown 
in a CIA backed coup on 11/09/1973

9	� Daniel Ortega – His Sandinista 
National Liberation Front (FSLN) led the 
Nicaraguan Revolution

10	�Claudia Jones – Trinidad and Tobago-
born, founded Britain’s first major Black 
newspaper, The West Indian Gazette in 
1958

DOWN
1	� Fidel Castro – First Secretary of the 

Communist Party of Cuba after the 1959 
Cuban Revolution

2	� Che Guevara – Born in Argentina, joined 
a famous revolutionary to overthrow the 
Batista government

3	� Jacobo Árbenz – Elected president of 
Guatemala, overthrown by the Dulles 
brothers in 1954

4	� Claude McKay – Jamaican-American 
addressed the Fourth Congress of the 
Comintern, “foremost left-wing black 
intellectual of his age”

5	� Maurice Bishop – Leader of the New 
Jewel Movement overthrown in the 1983 
US invasion of Grenada

6	� Ralph de Boissière – Born in Trinidad 
and Tobago and moved to Melbourne in 
1948. Wrote ‘Rum and Coca-Cola’

7	� Abimael Guzmán – Leader of the Shining 
Path, a Marxist–Leninist–Maoist guerrilla 
group launched in 1980.

Book Review

The New China Playbook – Beyond 
Socialism and Capitalism

by Keyu Jin
Graham Drew

For light reading about con-
temporary China that is 
not laden with Sinophobia, 
but is unfortunately very 
(very, very) light on Marx-
ist thought, Keyu Jin’s book 
will fill a few hot summer 
afternoons.

I’ve been reading the mighty 
Domenico Losurdo recently, and 
as I was still digesting his anti-co-
lonialist discourse I was able 
to appreciate Jin’s moments of 
description that punctuated her 
unique take on a neoclassical eco-
nomic prescription for China and 
its resulting place in the world. 

Maybe to ward off particular 
readers, like myself, the publish-
er’s two-word quote from Tony 
Blair on the front cover (“essential 
reading”) made me think that 
Jin’s political economy prescrip-
tion suggests a “turd way” that I 
feel, or at least hope, Xi and his 
ninety five million comrades will 
seek to avoid.

However, my doubts melted 
at the sincerity with which Keyu 
Jin approached the task of artic-
ulating China’s rise to be able to 
rival the US, and her concern for 
humanity if a global superpow-
er(s) can’t find a way to compro-
mise or at least coexist; though 
here I fear the creeping delusion 

of western liberalism may have 
crept in.

Jin has mainly good words 
for Deng Xiaoping and his role in 
the opening up of China’s econo-
my, and she is equally careful in 
appreciating the ‘guiding hand,’ 
especially in dealing with cor-
ruption, that Xi has deployed in 
the face of the rapid economic 
growth resulting from the Deng 
era. For Jin, a part of the unique 
transformation of modern China 
can be found in the “socialism 
with Chinese characteristics” – 
this being in part a cultural and 
longstanding appreciation of the 
social good (Confucianism). She 
feels this can combine with the 
incentive of competition which, 
if kept in check, will continue to 
propel China.

Keyu Jin divides her time 
between Beijing and London, 
where she is an associate profes-
sor of economics at the London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science. Her book is a worthy read 
not only for people wishing to do 
business in China but anyone 
with an out of date and/or biased 
understanding of the country (as 
for Losurdo, I recommend West-
ern Marxism - how it was born, 
how it died, how it can be reborn, 
along with earlier reads such as 
Class Struggle – a political and 
philosophical history.)  
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Graham Holton

If US President Donald Trump’s exec-
utive order to end automatic ‘birth-
rights’ takes effect, it means that 
after 19 February children born in 
the United States to undocumented 
immigrants will no longer be treated 
as citizens. This includes babies born 
to mothers who are in the country 
legally but temporarily. Federal Dis-
trict Court Judge, John C Coughenour 
sided with Washington, Arizona, Illi-
nois and Oregon, signing a restraining 
order to block the Trump administra-
tion’s order for 14 days. 

Meanwhile ICE (Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement) has been arresting undoc-
umented people as illegal immigrants. This 
surprisingly includes, according to Native 
News Online, the arrest in Arizona and New 
Mexico of 15 Native Americans. The raids on 
Indigenous tribal citizens were investigated. 
For Indigenous peoples this has reopened 
old wounds, upsetting many people. Navajo 
President Buu Nygren addressed the tribal 
radio station KTNN, advising Navajo Nation 
residents to carry identification, driver’s 
licenses and their Certificate of Indian Blood. 
ICE responded that these documents are not 
valid proof of US citizenship. This looks like 
a deliberate plan by the Trump administra-
tion to remove Indigenous rights and tribal 
land claims.

Under the filing, the Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ) defended the president’s execu-
tive order by using Native Americans as a 
test case. The DOJ attorneys argued: “The 
United States’ connection with the children 
of illegal aliens and temporary visitors is 
weaker than its connection with members of 
Indian tribes. If the latter link is insufficient 
for birthright citizenship, the former cer-
tainly is.” The DOJ filing reads: “Under the 
plain terms of the Clause, birth in the United 
States does not by itself entitle a person to 
citizenship. The person must also be ‘subject 
to the jurisdiction’ of the United States.” 
This questions whether Native Americans 
born in the US actually do have birthright 
citizenship, as they are not “subject to the 
jurisdiction” of the US because they live on 
sovereign tribal land. 

The DOJ questions the 14th Amendment 
of the US Constitution, arguing it does not 
include Indigenous people, citing a section 
of the act: “all persons born in the United 
States and not subject to any foreign power, 
excluding Indians not taxed, are hereby 

declared to be citizens of the United States.” 
The DOJ argues that “subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof” must be understood “to exclude 
the same individuals who were excluded by 
the Act — i.e., those who are ‘subject to any 
foreign power’ and ‘Indians not taxed.’ ” 
The DOJ concludes that Native Americans 
are therefore excluded from US birthright 
citizenship. 

The removal of Native American rights 
by legislature has a long history in the US. 
From 1820 to 1850, the federal government 
forcibly removed Native Americans from 
their homelands and segregated them on 
reservations in the Indian Territory. The 
Civil Rights Act of 1866 states: “all persons 
born in the United States and not subject 
to any foreign power, excluding Indians not 
taxed, are hereby declared to be citizens of 
the United States.” 

This was followed in 1879 by institutions 
removing Native American children from 

their families and communities. The 1884 
US Supreme Court case Elk v. Wilkins, ruled 
7-2: “because members of Indian tribes owe 
‘immediate allegiance’ to their tribes, they are 
not ‘subject to the jurisdiction’ of the United 
States and are not constitutionally entitled 
to Citizenship.” Three years later Congress 
passed the Dawes Severalty Act, abrogating 
treaties that had guaranteed tribes and their 
citizens reserved lands in perpetuity. 

The Indian Citizenship Act signed by 
President Calvin Coolidge in June 1924 
reads: “all non citizen Indians born within 
the territorial limits of the United States be, 
and they are hereby, declared to be citizens 
of the United States: Provided That the 
granting of such citizenship shall not in any 
manner impair or otherwise affect the right 
of any Indian to tribal or other property.” 
This seemed to have settled the matter until 
the Trump administration. 

With Trump’s mantra “Drill Baby 

Drill” the government wants to remove 
the rights of Native American reserva-
tions which cover 2 per cent of the United 
States. These reservations hold nearly 20 
per cent of the nation’s oil and gas, as well 
as vast coal reserves. Advisors to President 
Trump on Native American issues want to 
remove the federal bureaucracy’s hold on 
56 million acres of tribal lands and place 
it under private ownership. Tribes may 
have rights to use the land, but they do 
not own it. Native Americans view this as 
a violation of tribal self-determination and 
culture. A member of the Navajo and the 
Dakota tribes, Tom Goldtooth, who runs 
the Indigenous Environmental Network, 
writes: “Privatisation has been the goal 
since colonisation – to strip Native Nations 
of their sovereignty.” This is the aim of the 
Trump administration.  

Trump targets Native American 
birthrights

Photo: Howard County Library System – flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

Opinion: Why all the Cuba?
FK 

Cuba is a long way from Aus-
tralia, just under 17,000 km 
if you fly in a straight line. 
Cuba is located in the Car-
ribbean sea, close to Mexico, 
the Bahamas, the USA, and 
Jamaica, but a long way from 
Australia. Its top three export 
partners are Canada, China, 
and Venezuela.

So it’s a long way from here, 
and Australia doesn’t have much 
to do with it. Why all the Cuba 
articles?

The Guardian, the Workers 
Weekly prints a lot of materi-
al about Cuba for the following 
reasons:

Cuba is an inspiration. This 
small country, with only ten mil-
lion inhabitants, has achieved an 
independence from the United 
States and from its former colo-
nial masters, the Spanish, that 
Australia still doesn’t have.  It has 

maintained this independence for 
sixty years in the face of a vicious 
US blockade made up of some 240 
separate measures, all designed to 
starve and punish the Cuban people 
for doing it their way.

Any country can be independ-
ent, but what socialist Cuba has 
done with that independence is 
really something. The country 
ended illiteracy with innovative 
techniques it now exports, and pri-
oritised medicine and culture with 
outstanding results. Cuba, where 
the scientists earn a fraction of the 
wage their counterparts in Australia 
do, produced five workable vaccines 
for Covid. The French, who don’t 
have to run the gauntlet of blockade 
measures to obtain basic supplies, 
produced none.

Cuba has a government that 
puts people first. Schools and uni-
versities are free, something Aus-
tralia could easily afford. Schools 
have doctors and dentists on hand. 
Although Cuba is not a wealthy 

country by any means, streets are 
safe, and crime is low.

The socialism in Cuba is par-
ticularly Cuban, both in being very 
democratic and in touch with the 
people. Politicians keep their reg-
ular jobs, instead of becoming a 
class apart. The country had a ref-
erendum on its Family Code which 
legalised same-sex marriage and 
other rights, after workshopping 
the changes around the country for 
most of a year. The Cuban consti-
tution forbids any discrimination 
harmful to human dignity.

Also inspiring is the socialist 
government’s internationalist 
approach. Cuba has supported 
liberation struggles around the 
world, and is famous for exporting 
doctors, sending medical teams all 
over the world to help out during 
natural disasters, most recently to 
Pakistan. Cuba has also sent literacy 
teachers to Australia, to practice 
the Cuban-developed ‘Yes, I can’ 
program.

Cuban internationalism has 
also seen it host peace conferences 
between Colombian groups to help 
with the peace process there. One 
of those peace conferences was the 
pretext for the USA to put Cuba on 
the State Sponsors of Terrorism list.

Cuba is also a warning of what 
the USA will do if it doesn’t get its 
way. There’s no talking about Cuba 
without mentioning the Blockade. 
The USA has been blockading Cuba 
in one way or another since 1960. 
The original purpose of the block-
ade included the goal of bringing 
about “hunger and desperation.” 
In typical bullying style, the 1996 
Helms-Burton Act punishes foreign 
companies that trade with Cuba. The 
effects of the Blockade are visible in 
shortages throughout Cuba, in the 
higher prices Cubans have to pay for 
basics, and in the difficulty people 
face just travelling to Cuba. If you’re 
Australian and travel to Cuba – 
something we strongly recommend 
– you should prepare financially. A 

lot of Australian banks won’t even 
let you check your account if they 
know you’re in Cuba.

Australia votes against the 
sanctions in the United Nations, 
but could do a lot more.  Our gov-
ernment could direct banks not to 
impose US sanctions on Australian 
citizens for a start. 

This paper will continue to have 
a lot of Cuba coverage – partly 
because Cuba is one of the many 
topics you’ll read about here, but 
not in the rest of the Australian 
media, partly because what happens 
to Cuba shows up the US pretence 
to freedom for what it is, but mainly 
for the inspiration.

We encourage all our readers 
to be informed about Cuba and 
to support it against the Block-
ade. Support the Australia-Cuba 
Friendship Society in your State 
or Territory. If you can, join in the 
next Southern Cross Brigade, and 
if you can’t, support it. 

Viva Cuba!  
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Western Union has announced the indefinite sus-
pension of remittances to Cuba, following the recent 
US Government sanctions.

According to a note published by Prensa Latina, the 
company explained that “due to a change in US sanctions 
regulations,” the financial services company is forced to 
indefinitely suspend its money transfer service to Cuba, 
“with immediate effect.”

Recently, the government of Donald Trump again added 
the Orbit corporation, in charge of remittance processing 
on the island, to the Restricted Entities List.

The news affects a part of the Cuban population that 
benefits from this type of operations.

The Western Union company resumed its service of 
sending money to Cuba in May 2024, after stopping it in 
2020, in the first Trump administration.

At that time the financial company Fincimex, was 
sanctioned as part of the arbitrary measures that, as now, 
tightened the blockade, thus making it impossible for resi-
dents abroad, specifically in the US, to financially help their 
relatives in the archipelago.

Two years later, in 2022, the service was reestablished 
with limitations, and before being cut off due to technical 
problems.

Cubans living abroad can find other ways to send remit-
tances, but those other ways will involve higher costs and 
delays. 

Countless Cuban families will be affected by the suspen-
sion of remittances to Cuba as a result of the US government’s 
reversal of its irrational hard-line policy towards the island
(edited, from Granma)  

Jesús Rojas

The recent announcement of 
the United States’ intention to 
seize a Venezuelan presiden-
tial plane in the Dominican 
Republic has raised significant 
concerns within the Caribbe-
an and internationally.

This development, coinciding 
with US Senator Marco Rubio’s 
visit to the Dominican Republic, 
highlights the complex intersection 
of diplomacy, regional politics, and 
international law. Amidst ongoing 
tensions between the US and Ven-
ezuela, this situation underscores 

the urgent need for a diplomatic 
and measured approach to ensure 
stability and cooperation in the 
Caribbean.

Effective diplomacy prioritises 
dialogue, de-escalation, and the 
cultivation of long-term relation-
ships over immediate confrontation.  
The Dominican Republic, as the 
host nation where the plane is cur-
rently held, plays a crucial role. Its 
actions and stance will significantly 
influence regional perceptions of 
this event. A diplomatic approach 
necessitates engaging all relevant 
parties – Venezuela, the US, and the 
Dominican Republic – in open and 

transparent discussions to address 
the underlying issues without 
resorting to provocative measures.

Seizing a head of state’s aircraft 
could establish a dangerous prece-
dent, potentially leading to further 
polarisation and mistrust. Instead, 
this situation presents an oppor-
tunity to reinforce the principles 
of international law, sovereignty, 
and mutual respect. Multilateral 
frameworks, such as the UN, the 
Organization of American States 
(OAS), or the Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM), can provide plat-
forms for dialogue and mediation, 
ensuring that any action taken is 

legitimate, transparent, and aligned 
with regional interests.

The significance of this event 
extends beyond the immediate par-
ties involved. For the Caribbean, a 
region often caught in the crosscur-
rents of geopolitical rivalries, this 
situation underscores the need for 
a unified and principled diplomatic 
approach. Caribbean nations have 
long championed non-interference, 
peaceful coexistence, and regional 
solidarity. By advocating for a dip-
lomatic resolution, the Caribbean 
can reaffirm its commitment to 
these principles and demonstrate 
its global leadership.

In conclusion, the US’s pro-
posed seizure of the Venezuelan 
presidential plane in the Dominican 
Republic demands careful consid-
eration and diplomatic prudence. 
The Caribbean, with its established 
history of fostering dialogue and 
cooperation, is uniquely positioned 
to promote a path that prioritises 
stability, respect for international 
law, and the development of long-
term relationships. In doing so, the 
region can not only address the 
immediate challenges posed by this 
event but also strengthen its role as 
a beacon of peace and diplomacy in 
an increasingly complex world.  

Opinion: Plane seizure calls for 
prudence and stability

Southern Cross Brigade 2025 – in support of Cuba.

Sudanese communists  
denounce Trump’s Gaza plan

Drawing comparisons between the strug-
gles of the people of Sudan and Palestine and 
the broader Middle East and North Africa 
region, the Sudanese Communist Party (SCP) 
on 3 February strongly denounced Donald 
Trump’s proposal to permanently displace 
the Palestinian people.

The SCP said Trump’s statements “bla-
tantly express the intentions of the imperialist 
powers to exploit the results of the Gaza war 
to eliminate the right of the Palestinian people 
to remain in their land, determine their des-
tiny, and establish their independent state, 
by calling for the displacement of Gazans to 
Egypt, Jordan, and any other areas.

“The peoples of the region are now in 
front of the plan of creative chaos and the 
Greater Middle East project, behind which the 
imperialist powers aim to redraw the borders 
of the countries of the region and fragment 
them into small states to weaken them and 
then control their resources and extend their 
influence over global trade routes.”

The same countries driving the New 
Middle East project are providing political, 
economic and military support to Israel – 
including throughout its genocidal assault 
on Palestine – relying on the apartheid state 

to become the most powerful in the region 
and serve as the beachhead of Western cap-
ital’s interests.

“The Democratic administration under 
Biden opened US arms depots to Israel in 
its war on Gaza and its invasion of Leba-
non, and to cover up its crime of supporting 
Israeli aggression,” said the SCP statement. 
“America is exerting soft pressure on Israel 
to open corridors for the entry of relief and 
aid to the Palestinians, while it [Israel] is 
the same one that chases them from one 
shelter to another with continuous shelling 
and storming hospitals and homes.

“Despite all these violations, America is 
silent on Netanyahu’s refusal to appear before 
the International Criminal Court and uses 
its veto power to give Israel a free hand to 
continue its war crimes and genocide even 
after reaching a truce agreement.”

The US and its allies also stood by 
while Israel invaded Lebanon and refused 
to withdraw from its territory, and while it 
invaded Syria with the aim of destroying that 
country’s military power. All the while, the 
Western countries insist that Israel is simply 
exercising its right to self-defence.

The new Republican administration 

in the US continues this pro-Israel and 
anti-Palestinian policy, with Trump asking 
Egypt and Jordan to “welcome” Gazans 
into their countries as a way to “resolve” the 
situation through permanent displacement 
of Palestinians.

The Sudanese communists note sim-
ilarities between what is happening now 
in their country and what is taking place 
in Gaza – specifically, they point to the 
imperialist plan “to destroy the December 
revolution in Sudan, as one of the prominent 
examples of national liberation revolutions 
in the region. It is the same scheme prac-
ticed by the two parties to the war in Sudan 
[the army and the militia forces] with the 
support of global and regional imperialist 
powers to continue the war and the result-
ing repercussions.”

The war in Sudan, which began in April 
2023, has subjected the people to terrorism, 
war crimes, destruction of key infrastructure 
and the forced displacement of nearly 15 
million people. The SCP warns that the war 
is effectively preparing the way for dividing 
the country and others in the surrounding 
region on ethnic, regional and sectarian bases 
into small weak states which can be easily 

controlled and exploited for resources and 
geopolitical strategic reasons.

“The US imperialist plan is to redraw 
the borders of the countries of the region as 
part of the Greater Middle East project for 
its interests and to protect its client, Israel. 
The existing Arab regimes are already aligned 
with this project, as they are the protectors 
of imperialist interests in the region and 
are protected by these circles to remain in 
power despite the desires of their peoples.”

Noting that confronting this situation 
requires a mass movement in the region 
involving national parties and social organ-
izations, the SCP says that the campaign for 
solidarity with the Palestinian people is the 
decisive factor in changing the balance of 
power in favour of revolutionary and pro-
gressive national efforts and defeating the 
Greater Middle East project.

“Inevitably, the Palestinian people will be 
victorious in winning their rights to remain 
in their land, determine their destiny, and 
establish their independent state.”
People’s Voice, with material from the 
Sudanese Communist Party.  

US orders suspension of remittances to Cuba
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UK: Corbyn demands 
Chagos justice

Former UK Labour leader, MP 
Jeremy Corbyn has told the 
Commons that the government 
must give the Chagos Island-
ers the right to return to their 
homes as a row erupted over 
the cost of the deal restoring 
sovereignty over their home-
land to Mauritius.

The Chagossians were expelled 
from their islands by the UK so 
that the USA could build a Naval 
Support Facility there. 

Corbyn, now an independent 
MP, who has campaigned for jus-
tice for the islanders for decades, 
argued that “this is an issue of 
decolonisation.”

He said: “In international law, 
the Chagos Islands have become 
part of Mauritius.

“There is a right of return of 
all Chagossians to the islands,” he 
stressed, adding that the “islanders 
have suffered for so long and been 
treated so brutally they deserve 
justice.”

However, for Labour and the 
Tories, the issue was less about jus-
tice than cost and vague assertions 
concerning threats to “national 
security.”

Conservative leader Kemi Bad-
enoch leapt on claims by Mauritian 
Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam 
that the deal to transfer the islands 
would be accompanied by £18 bil-
lion (AU$35bn) in payments from 
Britain.

She said that “when Labour 
negotiates, our country loses,” 
calling the agreement “an immor-
al surrender so north London 
lawyers can boast at their dinner 
parties.”

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer claimed that most of 
the talks leading to the deal had 
been held under the previous Tory 
government and that Ms Bade-
noch had not taken up the offer 
of security briefings to explain 
it to her.

The Prime Minister’s spokes-
man disputed Ramgoolam’s figures, 
saying: “He has got those figures, 
or at least the way he was charac-
terising it, wrong.

“His summary of the deal was 
clearly aimed at a domestic polit-
ical audience, but it was factually 
inaccurate” – an unusually blunt 
rebuttal.

The spokesman added that 

there had “been no change to the 
cost of the deal or the terms of the 
lease.”

Its details have not been 
revealed, but the price tag was 
previously estimated at around £9 
billion (AU$18 bn) over a period 
of years.

Sir Keir also spelt out the real 
rationale for the agreement, which 
aims to secure US and British access 
to the Diego Garcia military base 
on the islands for a further century 
at least.

“Without legal certainty, the 
base cannot operate in practical 
terms as it should,” he said. “That 
is bad for national security and is 
a gift to our adversaries.”

The Tories and Reform UK 
are inciting US President Donald 
Trump to block the deal.

Reform leader Nigel Farage told 
MPs that pursuing the agreement 
could lead to US economic sanctions 
against Britain.

He was in turn warned by Mr 
Corbyn against dragging the coun-
try “down the road of rebuilding 
the British empire.”
Morning Star  

The US president has accused Pretoria of “fue-
ling” violence against “racially disfavoured 
landowners.”

US President Donald Trump has issued an execu-
tive order directing government agencies to prioritise 
refugee assistance to white South Africans, including 
through resettlement programs. The move was taken 
after the nation passed a land expropriation law to 
address racial disparities in land ownership.

In his order Trump accused Pretoria of “shocking 
disregard of its citizens’ rights” and claimed that the 
newly adopted legislation allows the government to 
confiscate ethnic minority Afrikaners’ agricultural 
property without compensation.

Afrikaners are descendants of European colonists, 
mostly from the Netherlands, who arrived in what 
would become modern South Africa in the 17th cen-
tury. When the continent’s most advanced economy 
extended voting rights to all adults in 1994 and ended 
decades of apartheid, white farmers still owned the 
majority of land in the country. Pretoria has set a 
target of transferring 30 per cent of farmland to black 
farmers by 2030.

According to Trump’s order, the South African 
government’s policies were supposedly aimed at 
depriving the white minority of equal employment, 
education, and business opportunities while fuelling 
violence against “racially disfavoured landowners.”

The presidential decree orders a halt to any aid 
or assistance to South Africa as long as its “unjust 
and immoral practices” persist and demands that the 
relevant departments and officials, including the sec-
retary of state and the secretary of homeland security 
“prioritise humanitarian relief, including admission 

and resettlement through the United States Refugee 
Admissions Program, for Afrikaners in South Africa.”

The document also criticises Pretoria for suppos-
edly “undermining United States foreign policy,” thus 
posing a national security threat to Washington, its 
interests, and its allies. The list of “aggressive posi-
tions” taken by South Africa includes accusing Israel 
of genocide in the International Court of Justice and 
developing ties with Iran, including “commercial, 
military, and nuclear arrangements.”

The measures introduced by the executive order 
are to stay in place for as long as South Africa con-
tinues “practices that harm” the US, the document 
said. Washington and Pretoria have already recently 
clashed over the land ownership law.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio had earlier 
announced his decision to skip a G20 meeting in South 
Africa later this month, accusing Pretoria of “doing 
very bad things.” Elon Musk, who left South Africa 
to become a billionaire in the United States and has 
become a top Trump advisor, has also branded the 
legislation “racist.”

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa hit back 
by saying that his nation would “not be bullied.” He 
also stated that the world had been witnessing the 
rise of “nationalism and protectionism, the pursuit of 
narrow interests” but did not mention the US by name.
rt.com
(Editor’s note: Peter Dutton is often, accurately, accused 
of being a mini-Trump, but this report from rt.com shows 
Trump taking a leaf from Dutton’s book. Dutton once 
called for ‘civilised nations’ to rescue white South African 
farmers from other South Africans.)  

GREECE: Several thousand high school and university 
students blocked traffic in central Athens during an anti-gov-
ernment demonstration against delays into a 2023 rail 
disaster that claimed 57 lives. The fatal head-on collision hap-
pened in northern Greece when a passenger train was routed 
onto the same track as an oncoming freight train. Protesters 
marched through the city centre, chanting “Murderers, mur-
derers!” Hundreds of police officers, many in riot gear, stood 
by. A deputy minister for civil protection has stepped down 
following claims by the main opposition party that he partici-
pated in unauthorised alterations at the crash site.

VENEZUELA: The Attorney General of Venezuela wel-
comed the news that the United States has launched an 
investigation into the corruption scheme that Juan Guaido 
used to benefit from USAID funds. Last week, US mercenary 
Jordan Goudreau, who took part in Operation Gideon tar-
geting Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, revealed that 
US security agencies are investigating Guaido for fraud. He 
also confirmed that the FBI and CIA were aware of Operation 
Gideon and protected Guaido. President Maduro revealed 
that Guaido had received over $500 million from USAID. 
Venezuela asked Interpol to arrest Juan Guaido.

NAMIBIA: Samuel Nujoma, a prominent leader in the strug-
gle for independence in Namibia and the country’s first 
president after its liberation from apartheid in 1990, has died 
at the age of 95. Nujoma, known as the founding father of 
Namibia, served as president for 3 terms and played a crucial 
role in the struggle for freedom.

SPAIN: Spain plans to reduce the legal working week from 
40 hours to 37.5 hours without any loss of wages by the end 
of 2025. The proposal has been approved by the country’s 
cabinet, but the proposal faces challenges in parliament. The 
Spanish government also plans to increase the minimum 
wage by 50 euros a month.

SYRIA: Remember the celebrations about a dictator being 
toppled in Syria? The jihadist military factions that seized 
power in Syria – with the aid of Western imperialist forces 
and their local auxiliaries – have jointly agreed to suspend 
the country’s constitution and concentrate executive and leg-
islative powers in the hands of a single person, Hay’at Tahrir 
al-Sham (HTS) leader Ahmed al-Sharaa. The jihadist factions 
currently in power in Damascus – yesterday’s terrorists, but 
today’s democrats – continue to provide Western imperialism 
with all the necessary guarantees, starting with normalised 
relations with Israel. Alongside this, they have had multiple 
meetings with NATO (through Turkey) and other “emissaries 
of the dollar empire,” and have wasted no time in liquidating 
state enterprises and laying off civil servants. Despite promis-
es made in broad daylight, they are intensifying discrimination 
based on ethnicity, religion, gender and sexual orientation.

CANADA: Indigenous leaders in British Colombia have 
denounced the Trump administration’s intention to impose 
tariffs on imports from Canada. In a statement issued on 
6 February, the FNLC has demanded that responses by 
the governments of British Columbia and Canada respect 
and uphold the inherent and constitutionally protected title 
and rights and jurisdictions of First Nations. The statement 
claims Trump’s tariffs would wreak havoc on the Canadian 
and BC economies, potentially costing millions of jobs. “First 
Nations will be undeniably and disproportionately impacted 
by the Trump tariffs in violation of our basic human rights,” 
says the FNLC. Grand Chief Stewart Phillip said “We are 
the original people of this land, and we maintain our inherent 
and unceded title and rights to it, and will continue to exer-
cise our jurisdiction. First Nations must play a central role 
in developing and implementing any response to the spec-
tre of President Trump’s capricious, nonsensical and childish 
tariffs.”

Global Briefs
Trump offers 
resettlement  

to white  
South Africans
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William Briggs

The German elections have caught the 
attention of the world. The far right 
of the Alternative for Germany (AfD) 
seem to be about to consolidate their 
rapid rise. The growing strength of 
the right has exposed the bourgeois 
political system as it accommodates 
itself to what is the re-emergence of 
fascism in Germany. It raises ques-
tions that go beyond the potential 
outcome of these elections. It raises 
questions of where fascism springs 
from, its relation to the crisis of cap-
italism and of its organic connection 
to capitalism.

The election itself and the response of 
the mainstream parties is revealing. For 
decades there had been a ‘firewall’ to keep 
the far-right out. The rise of the AfD put that 
claim to the test. The metaphorical ‘firewall’ 
has crumbled as anti-immigration laws have 
been debated.

The ruling centre-right Christian Dem-
ocratic Union (CDU) has been blamed for 
opportunistically failing to stand against the 
right and its anti-immigrant policies. That is 
true, but anti-immigration politics have been 
infecting German society across the board.

A panic seemed to seize the bourgeois 
parties as support for AfD continued to rise. 
Heading into the election the fascists are set 
to become the second biggest party, polling at 
more than 20 per cent of the potential vote.

What has been happening in Germany is 
not an isolated phenomenon. Economic crisis 
is driving people to look for answers beyond 
the mainstream. Populists and demagogues 

offer quick ‘blame the other’ solutions. It 
has been grist to the mill of the far right, the 
fascist, and fascist-leaning political parties. 
Across Europe and beyond we can observe 
the rising strength of the right; Le Pen’s 
National Rally in France, Farage’s Reform 
Party in the UK, Orban in Hungary, Trump 
in the USA.

The richest man in the world, Elon Musk 
is actively working to boost the profiles of 
these quasi-mainstream expressions of the 
extreme right. 

All of this bears out some central obser-
vations of Marxist-Leninist theory.

Marxism argues that the rise of fascism 
is an attempt by capitalism and its state to 
preserve its power when the crisis of cap-
italism endangers its continued existence. 
Fascism does not threaten capitalism, but 
is used by capitalism, to serve the interests 
of capital and the ruling class. 

Fascism is not a first choice for the ruling 
class, which far prefer bourgeois rule and 
bourgeois democracy. That offers the illusion 
that the system works in the real and best 
interests of all in society. This has been a 
potent and winning formula that has helped 
keep the working class cooperative.

Fascism, as a weapon of capitalism, isn’t 
a new ‘stage’ in capitalist rule. It’s designed 
to be a temporary measure while the system 
finds a way of regaining some sense of sta-
bility. Marxism argues that regulation of 
capitalism is ultimately impossible, and 
that the extended and perpetual crises of 
capitalism lead to its collapse. 

Lenin wrote of the decay of capitalism. 
Imperialism shows this decay clearly. Fascism 
follows, but it’s not inevitable. The only force 

that can stop this slide is the working class. 
It is precisely this knowledge that further 
drives capitalism and its state and ruling 
class to seek to cripple the working class, 
politically and organisationally.

What makes the German election so 
symbolic is not simply its geographical 
location or its awful historical significance. 
There have always been neo-Nazis skulking, 
plotting and creating a sense of fear in the 
community. For the past 80 years there have 
been tiny bands of fantasists. It is when the 
black-shirts and the masks are replaced with 
suits and urbane patter that we can see the 
depth of the crisis. 

When wealthy capitalists begin funding 
election campaigns and those campaigns 
begin to gain a foothold among the broad-
er electorate, then the depth of the crisis is 
finally evident. The AfD in Germany is closely 
related to the neo-Nazis in Australia, although 
the AfD has worked to get some electoral 
‘respectability.’ Both blame problems on 
immigration, and call for secure and closed 
borders. The AfD have worked to make it look 
reasonable but the AfD, Respect or National 
Rally have adopted a political framework 
that can attract money and therefore voters.

The common thread that the growing 
European fascists have in common with 
Trump, is the simplistic vilification of immi-
grants. Finding a scapegoat is a whole lot 
easier than finding the real cause of what 
are very real problems.

Society is riven with inequality. Pover-
ty stalks the streets. Homelessness afflicts 
more and more. Living standards are daily 
slashed. The rich are becoming obscenely 
rich. The economy is unstable. Capitalism 

is on the very edge of an abyss and the state 
does nothing. 

Without an alternative capitalism will 
founder.

The working class offers that alternative. 
While fascism is rising, so too are the working 
class, in country after country, on continent 
after continent. They too often maintain a 
belief that the political system can be tinkered 
with and that the economic system can be 
reformed. They remain largely leaderless.

Even in Germany, where the far right is 
enjoying such success, the people are on the 
streets. The accommodation not just by the 
CDU to the anti-immigrant appeals of the AfD 
but across the political spectrum has seen 
hundreds of thousands rallying and marching. 
The problem is that the protesters are yet to 
be convinced that the electoral system, that 
bourgeois democracy, and capitalism itself 
are at the heart of the problem. 

The AfD will poll well. It might be kept 
from winning a share of the government or  
being invited into any new coalition. While 
that is good, it does not take away the prob-
lem. It’s not just a problem for Germany. 
The flames are alight across Europe. To say 
that fascists will not again assume power is a 
fantasy. It can happen anywhere and in any 
state. Large and powerful democracies are 
no guarantee against such a shift. 

The political figures sitting in parliaments 
around the world would rather the status quo 
of bourgeois democracy was maintained, but 
capital knows that fascism is a useful and 
possibly unavoidable tool to ensure survival 
for a system in terminal decay.  

German election  
and the march of fascism

Photo: Carwil Bjork-James – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 4.0)

US: 50 protests, 50 days
The United States has seen a 
wave of protests in multiple 
states against President Don-
ald Trump’s recent policies 
and executive actions. Pro-
testers rallied by social media 
hashtags such as #50501, 
which stands for 50 protests, 
50 states, one day.

Demonstrators took to the 
streets in response to Trump 
policies, including stricter immi-
gration measures, the rollback of 

transgender rights and a proposal 
to relocate Palestinians from Gaza.

Protesters carried signs saying 
“No human is illegal,” as the admin-
istration took unprecedented action 
to remove as many undocumented 
migrants from the United States 
as possible.

Demonstrators also protested 
actions targeting LGBTQ+ people. 
Last week, Trump signed an order 
seeking to restrict gender-affirming 
care for people under the age of 19.

A controversial proposal con-
cerning the relocation of Palestini-
ans from the Gaza Strip has sparked 
wide condemnation. “The idea of 
Americans going in on the ground 
in Gaza is a nonstarter for every 
senator,” said Lindsey Graham, 
a Republican senator for South 
Carolina.

Others expressed alarm over 
Project 2025, a policy framework 
that outlines a hard-right agenda.

Concerns over foreign aid cuts 

were another key issue. In Wash-
ington, protesters rallied against 
the administration’s decision to 
furlough nearly all employees at 
the US Agency for International 
Development (USAID).

The USAID oversees US global 
humanitarian aid and development 
programs. Signs held by demon-
strators read “USAID saves lives.” 

Protesters also expressed anger  
at billionaire Elon Musk, in a 
reflection of the strong opposition 

to the appointment of Musk as the 
head of the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency. Concerns have 
been raised about Musk’s access 
to sensitive Treasury data, with 
fears that it could lead to potential 
security issues.
From Telesur  
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People Power
If you’re (un)lucky enough to be on their mailing lists, the Aus-
tralian Labor Party are sending out funding requests firmly 
based on the ALP’s main political selling point – being Not 
Peter Dutton.
One of our readers has had an email from ALP national sec-
retary Paul Erickson. Apparently, Dutton and the Coalition 
have “billionaires like Gina Rinehart backing them,” while 
Labor has “people power that will get us over the line.” Yeah 
right.
Labor doesn’t have Gina Rinehart, but it has Anthony Pratt, 
who happens to be a billionaire, also hefty donations from 
Sportsbet, the Lottery Corporation, and Responsible Wager-
ing Australia (which sounds nice, but is the peak body for 
businesses which depend on irresponsible wagering for a lot 
of their income). It’s kind of “people power” – these people 
really do have power. 

Making progress
Since it’s hard to get by on donations from battlers like Antho-
ny Pratt, Treasurer Jim Chalmers has also sent out begging 
emails. Chalmers continues with the ‘not Peter Dutton’ theme, 
but on a more positive note, mentions that the alternative to 
Dutton is to “keep making progress with Labor.” Working peo-
ple could live without the kind of progress involved in the 
CFMEU administration, which will hand Dutton a precedent 
for eviscerating any unions he dislikes. Anyone who likes a 
habitable planet could do without the ‘progress’ Labor has 
given to fossil fuel operations. 

Make a difference
Anthony Albanese* has said that Labor is “determined to 
make a difference,” having had four years to do just that.  
While it’s true that Labor have done some good things, 
they’ve also stuck fast to the Liberal/National AUKUS deal, 
at a cost of $368 billion and rising, and opened or extended 
nine fossil fuel projects. Maybe they’re determined to make 
a difference, but what the ALP has done is make a lot of 
similarities.
* In yet another fund-raising email. Our friend really needs to clean 
out their in-tray

Commitment (ethical)
Picture this. You’re sharing a house with someone and they 
haven’t cleaned up their dishes. They’ve done this repeat-
edly, but they tell you they have an “ethical commitment” to 
cleaning the dishes.
Is that enough? Or would you rather they kept their commit-
ment to themselves and just did what they promised?
Now you know how anyone feels who took Albanese at his 
word when he said he’d create an environment protection 
agency. Albo has ditched the promise, apparently because 
he didn’t want to be screamed at by “powerful business 
interests,” a Labor insider has told The Saturday Paper. 
The far-from-powerful Labor Environment Action Network’s 
national co-convenor has admitted that there’s despondency, 
but consoled herself that “the ethical commitment is there.” 
The rest of us are wondering where exactly. 

Discourse (supporting)
Woodside Energy is Australia’s largest fossil fuel gas com-
pany. Their latest project, Burrup Hub, will release as much 
carbon as 15 new coal-fired power stations when the gas is 
burned. Protests of other kinds having failed, some members 
of Disrupt Burrup Hub planned to protest at the CEO’s Perth 
mansion. They’ve been heavily fined. Woodside has said 
that it supports “discourse around climate change,” which is 
sounds nice and civilised, also vague and useless, almost as 
though that’s what Woodside really supports.
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The Al-Qassam Brigades, the 
military wing of Hamas, has 
published a letter written 
by Israeli-American prison-
er Keith Siegel ahead of his 
release. Siegel, 65, was freed 
on 1 February as part of the 
fourth phase of the prisoner 
swap deal.

In this letter, published on 
Al-Qassam’s Telegram channel 
and accompanied by an Arabic 
translation, Keith Siegel describes 
his detention conditions. He says 
his caretakers have ensured that 
he has food, water, medicine, and 
vitamins.

Keith Siegel said that when 
he became ill, al-Qassam fighters 
found him a doctor. They also pro-
vided him with food tailored to his 
needs, including a vegetarian diet 
without oil.

He thanked the guards for the 
care they gave him during his stay 
in Gaza since 7 October 2023. He 
also criticised the Israeli govern-
ment, saying it had failed to reach 
an agreement to bring the prisoners 
home and end the war.

“This decision cost many lives 
and caused even more damage to 
both sides,” he wrote.

Al-Qassam also posted a video 
of Keith Siegel speaking in Arabic 
and thanking his captors before 
his release.

Siegel’s letter read: 
“To the fighters of Al-Qassam,
My name is Keith Siegel and I 

am from Kfar Gaza. I was impris-
oned in Gaza from 7 October 2023 
to January 2025.

“The fighters who cared for me 
during this period made sure that 
all my needs were met: food, water, 
medicine, vitamins, eye care, blood 

pressure monitor, etc. When I felt 
unwell for a long period of time, I 
was taken to the doctor.

“They also catered to my die-
tary needs, ensuring that I had a 
proper vegetarian and oil-free diet. 
My guards always treated me well.

“I believe that the Israeli gov-
ernment has failed to reach an 
agreement to bring the prisoners 
home and end the war. This has 
caused many losses and more suf-
fering for both sides. I hope that 
peace will return soon.

“I want to thank the fighters 
who took care of me all this time.”

In related news, settlers 
launched a campaign against an 
80-year-old Israeli detainee after he 
expressed gratitude to Palestinian 
resistance.

Gadi Moses, an 80-year-old 
Israeli detainee who spent more 
than 480 days in Gaza after being 
held hostage by Palestinian Islamic 
Resistance Movement (HAMAS) 
fighters on 7 October 2023, was 
released as part of a prisoner swap 
deal.

Instead of being welcomed, he 
found himself under a barrage of 
attacks for his praise of Palestinian 
fighters. Moses’ wife, Efrat Katz, 
was killed the same day by Israeli 
regime forces, in accordance with 
the infamous ‘Hannibal doctrine,’ 
which aims to avoid arrests even 
at the cost of settler lives.

The man in question acknowl-
edged that Hamas fighters were 
attentive to his well-being even 
as Palestinians were being mas-
sacred. Moses, an agronomist 
and potato expert, reportedly told 
Hamas members that he dreams 

of returning to Gaza “when there 
is peace” to teach them farming 
techniques.

His son, in interviews with 
Israeli media, confirmed that Moses 
was treated with dignity, living in 
the same conditions as the Pal-
estinian fighters. They even gave 
him books. Moses reportedly said 
that his greatest fear was not the 
Palestinians, but the deafening and 
indiscriminate Israeli bombings.

“Without electricity, Gadi 
would go to bed at dusk and wake 
up before dawn, around 3 am local 
time. Sometimes he would hear 
Israeli shelling, some of which 
would pass nearby. “It was scary for 
him,” his son recalled, according to 
the Hebrew Walla website.

Moses’ comments sparked 
a storm of anger among Zionist 
settlers. “He is mentally ill; he is 
delusional and out of touch with 
reality… It’s a shame we brought 
him back,” one Zionist social media 
user wrote .

A report in The Jerusalem Post 
said Moses frequently debated with 
Hamas members, arguing over land 
ownership and political issues. 
Rather than enduring the “torture 
chambers” that Israeli propaganda 
has long described, he engaged in 
lively discussions with Palestinians.

One Twitter user, Tameem, 
commented that Israeli media 
had “inadvertently” exposed the 
civility and open-mindedness of 
Moses’ guards, contrasting it with 
the brutal conditions Palestinians 
face in Israeli prisons. “Hamas’ 
torture dungeons have turned into 
‘debate rooms,’ ” he joked.
Edited for space, from Resumen 
Latinoamericano  
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Graham Holton

With Trump’s inauguration, the US 
Department of Homeland Security 
sent thousands of federal agents to 
begin arrests and mass deportations. 
Trump directed the military to secure 
‘border security,’ issuing a broad ban 
on asylum and promising to end auto-
matic citizenship for children born 
on US soil. The Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE), has said it 
would “preserve public safety and 
national security by keeping poten-
tially dangerous criminal aliens out 
of our communities.” 

According to ‘border czar’ Tom Homan, 
48 per cent of those arrested had nonviolent 
records. In the first week, over 5,000 undoc-
umented immigrants were arrested, to be 
deported to their countries of origin. There 
are 11 million undocumented Latin American 
immigrants, out of a US population of 341 
million. The great majority of these people 
are law-abiding. The enforced mass deporta-
tion of undocumented migrants has become 
a major issue for Latin American countries.

On 26 January President Trump threat-
ened tariffs and sanctions on Colombia for 
refusing two military aircraft carrying chained 
deportees. Trump wrote that President Pet-
ro’s refusal to accept the deportation flights 
jeopardised US national security. “These 
measures are just the beginning,” Trump 
wrote. “We will not allow the Colombian 
government to violate its legal obligations 
with regard to the acceptance and return 
of the Criminals [sic] they forced into the 
United States!” Secretary of State, Marco 

Rubio, said the US will “no longer be lied 
to nor taken advantage of,” a reference to 
Colombia’s left-wing President Gustavo Petro 
cancelling his authorisation of the planes 
when they were in the air.

Petro condemned the way the US treat-
ed migrants like criminals, and offered his 
presidential plane to facilitate the “dignified 
return” of Colombian nationals. Petro pointed 
out that even though there were 15,660 US 
citizens without legal immigration status in 
Colombia, he would not arrest and return 
them handcuffed to the US: “We are the 
opposite of the Nazis.”

 Petro then said he would place a 50 
per cent tariff on all US imports and to sell 
Colombian products to Europe rather than 
the US, Colombia’s largest trading partner. 
Colombia is the United States’ third largest 
trading partner in Latin America. 

Over 4,000 people were deported to 
Mexico in Trump’s first week of presiden-
cy. The Mexican authorities have provided 
shelter and support services for returnees, 
such as “México Te Abraza,” to provide jobs 
and reintegration services. Mexico is the 
US’s largest regional trading partner and 
co-founder of NAFTA (North American 
Free Trade Agreement), along with the USA 
and Canada. 

After the US stranded deportees in the 
jungle city of Manaus in Brazil, President 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and Mexican Pres-
ident Scheinbaum held discussions with the 
presidents of Honduras and Guatemala to 
seek “unity in Latin America” in response 
to Trump’s new administration.

In response to the mass deportations, 
Honduran President Xiomara Castro called 

an emergency meeting of CELAC (Commu-
nity of Latin American and Caribbean States)  
to achieve a united regional response to 
Trump. CELAC is an alternative organisa-
tion to the Washington-based and anti-left 
OAS (Organization of American States). The 
meeting was called off after President Shein-
baum said she would not attend, possibly 
fearing a US backlash. President Castro has 
insisted that Honduras would keep seeking 

a consensus on how to stem Trump’s mass 
deportation policy.

Unauthorised immigrants include: 4 
million Mexicans, 750,000 Salvadorans, 
675,000 Guatemalans, 525,000 Hondurans, 
275,000 Venezuelans, 230,000 Brazilians, 
and 190,000 Colombians. There are thou-
sands of US citizens in Latin American pris-
ons, mainly on drug charges, but no prisoner 
swaps have yet been announced.  

Mass deportations:  
Latin America responds

Photo: U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement – flickr.com (CC0)

Building the Panama Canal – A study in US racism
Graham Holton

President Donald Trump has 
claimed the Panama Canal is 
American as 35,000 Amer-
icans were killed during its 
construction. His figures are 
false. The great majority of 
the 25,000 killed were West 
Indian and Southern Europe-
an workers.

Under the 1903 Hay-Bunau-Va-
rilla Treaty, the United States took 
over the 10-mile-wide Canal Zone, 
paying a one-time US$10 million 
payment to Panama, and an annual 
annuity of US$250,000. In 1904 
the US government acquired the 
uncompleted French Canal and 
its rolling stock for US$40 mil-
lion. The Panama Canal was used 
extensively for the transport of war 
materiel and troops during the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars. After 
the Zone lost its political usefulness, 
the US handed over sovereignty to 
Panama in 1999. The US has no 
legal or moral right to the Canal.

The Canal Zone was placed 

under the US Army engineer, 
Colonel George W Goethals, known 
as the “Czar of the Isthmus.” The 
Canal was a colossal US engineering 
achievement; the American press 
called it the “Eighth Wonder of the 
World.” What was not told was the 
racist system the US introduced 
into their Canal Zone.

The US government refused to 
bring down white American labour-
ers to work on the Canal, fearing 
American prestige would suffer 
if whites worked alongside Black 
workers. Nor would they ship down 
thousands of America’s Black work-
ers, as this would have increased 
the cost of agricultural labour 
back home. The Canal workforce 
originally consisted of European 
workers – Spanish, Italian, Scan-
dinavian, French, English – and 
American overseers. The Canal 
officials found the Europeans were 
too radical for wanting improved 
working conditions. They turned to 
the plentiful supply of cheap West 
Indian unskilled labour, mainly 
from Barbados and Jamaica, which 

were paid less than a Black cotton 
field hand in America. 

The British and American gov-
ernments agreed that the US would 
return the West Indians when the 
Canal was completed. Instead, 
25,000 West Indians were left to 
languish in a country different in 
culture and language from their 
own. They settled in the port of 
Colon, known as the “Whiteman’s 
Grave,” and Panama City, which 
was described as reeking of filth 
and disease. The Americans took 
control beyond the Canal Zone, to 
ensure there were no “foul Spanish 
Negro Indian camps of disease at 
either end of the Canal.” In the 
shantytowns of Colon, Cristobal and 
Panama City, West Indians formed 
the “Protestant ghettos of Catholic 
Panama,” described as “some of the 
nastiest slums” in Latin America. 

John Foster Fraser describes 
in Panama and What it Means 
(1913) how British ships picked 
up workers at Barbados and took 
them to Colon. The West Indians 
came aboard with their families 

and their worldly possessions 
jammed into every allotted corner 
of the ship. Men wore ragged work 
clothes and women wore brightly 
coloured garments of bright yellow, 
red and blue. At Colon their eyes 
were checked for ophthalmia and 
then they were vaccinated against 
smallpox, at a rate of twenty per-
sons per minute. 

The West Indians contributed 
60 per cent of the physical labour to 
build the Canal. Frederic J Haskin 
writes in The Panama Canal (1913) 
that workers were divided into “gold 
employees” and “silver employ-
ees.” The white American officials, 
clerks, construction and skilled 
craftsmen were paid in gold dollar 
coins. They received free housing, 
free medical care and food at near 
cost price. A steamer arrived daily 
with a mountain of food. Nothing 
was grown in Panama, it was all 
shipped from the USA, three thou-
sand kilometres away. 

The US minted Panamanian 
silver dollars, having half the gold 
coin’s value, which were paid to the 

35,000 manual workers. Unable to 
live on their paltry wage, thousands 
took to the forest with their fami-
lies, building huts from old planks 
and discarded corrugated iron. 
Although poor, the West Indians 
were proudly British and had great 
self-respect. This was something 
white overseers were not used to. In 
retaliation for their racist remarks 
West Indians worked slower. To 
improve productivity, Colonel 
Goethals posted notices warning 
any foremen who used offensive 
language to their gangs would be 
instantly dismissed. 

By the time the SS Ancón made 
the first passage through the Canal 
in August 1914, many US citizens 
had far more money than most 
Panamanians. They bought up 
land or stores and became even 
wealthier. They were disliked by 
the Panamanian ruling class, who 
saw them as unsophisticated. Today 
Afro-Panamanians still live in the 
slums, speaking English and Creole; 
a tragic consequence of the USA’s 
Panama Canal.  


