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ACTIVE IN STRUGGLE

The Communist Party highlights the
importance of women being active in
struggle to improve their employment
prospects and their conditions of work,
taking a stand alongside male workers
to fight for improvements, for a bet-
ter life against exploiting employers
and the governments that represent
the employers’ interests.

Thus, when Treasurer Jim Chalmers as
part of the current election campaign boasts a
reduction in the gender pay gap under Labor,
he is lying. Total income is what matters, and
that tells another story. The average weekly
earnings of males are $1,670.80 and those
of females $1,271.90 — a gender pay gap of
$398.90 per week!

Nurses — a predominantly female work-
force — remain overworked, stressed from
understaffing and lack of resources, and low
paid. Their pay and working conditions do
not reflect the skills and importance of the
work they do.

The Australian Greens are calling for
equal pay for work of equal value. Labor
inserted this principle in the Fair Work Act,
but its implementation is missing.

Prices continue to rise, putting pres-
sure on household budgets. The cost of
housing, power bills, education, transport,
and other essentials will continue to rise
under the major parties. Neither of the
major parties would put price caps on
services or rental accommodation. After
all, that would hurt private profits! The
capitalist state is run in the interests of
capital, not the people.

HOUSING

Eighty per cent of Australia’s one parent
families are headed by women. Single moth-
ers are less likely to be working than single
fathers in one parent families with depend-
ent children. Social security payments are
below the poverty line and working full-time
is difficult, with childcare unaffordable or
inaccessible.

Women are less likely to be able to save
for a deposit on a home. In the major cities
affordable accommodation is becoming a
rare commodity.

Older women paying off a mortgage
experience higher levels of stress than their
male peers, which impacts their health and
wellbeing. As housing becomes even less
affordable, the number of women experi-
encing homelessness continues to rise at
a higher rate than that for men. The 2021
census revealed a dramatic increase in the
number of homeless women.

EMANCIPATION

The struggle for emancipation must go
beyond equality with men. Men, like their
sisters are exploited under capltahsm
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Progressive reforms can never be taken for
granted, as they are constantly rolled back.

Struggles for progressive reforms will
never end under capitalism. Only under
socialism can they be guaranteed.

As a first step, it is necessary to elect
a government of a new type based on a
coalition of left and progressive forces. At
the same time, the struggle must be won
on the ground, outside of parliament. This
struggle must be waged by women and men,
shoulder to shoulder in the interest of the
working class.

CPA POLICY

A socialist society aspires to enhancing
the position of women in society, particularly
those women who form part of the working
class. Female workers make up a significant
section of the working class in industries
such as food processing, textiles, hospital-
ity, community work, and manufacturing.
Through their labour, they are exploited
like their male counterparts, but they are
subjected to additional types of exploitation
and hardships.

The capitalist class continues to find
ways to take advantage of the historical
inequality of the sexes. Industries com-
prised of predominately women workers
pay workers more poorly than male dom-
inated industries.

Economic oppression of women in the

workplace is facilitated by the mass media
that continues to portray women in subor-
dinate roles to men.

Religious institutions and conservative
political parties have traditionally promot-
ed the idea of women as the nurturer of the
family, as opposed to being a breadwinner.
At the same time, the capitalist class realis-
es that bringing women into the workforce
creates a larger base of workers to exploit
selectively.

Capitalism cannot provide real solutions
to women’s problems because the system as
a whole is driven by the profit ambitions of
private companies and not the social needs
of the community.

The Communist Party of Australia sup-
ports the call for women to be paid the same
wage as men for work of equal value, but
stresses that we cannot stop at this demand.
The main obstacle to women’s freedom
under a capitalist system is the exploitation
of their labour. Like men, women should be
afforded the real value of their labour. The
cost of childcare should be included in the
price of labour.

Many women are employed in small
businesses, where their work conditions and
pay can easily be an in-house arrangement
and not open to scrutiny.

Unemployment and casual work are
major concerns for women workers. In areas
hard hit by recession and the decline of the
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manufacturing sector, many women have
no opportunity to gain employment and do
not figure in unemployment statistics. They
are a forgotten section of society.

The CPA advocates:

The immediate introduction of equal pay
for work of equal value.

Part-time or full-time employment to be
on a permanent basis with full rights to all
entitlements such as sick and other personal
leave, annual leave and long service leave.

The end of social security payments based
on relationship status, so that women have
access to an independent income.

The enforcement of anti-discrimination
and affirmative action legislation to assist
Indigenous, migrant and disabled women
to become economically independent.

The provision of publicly funded before-
school, after-school and long day child-care
facilities for all who need them and for good
quality, free early childhood education and
care services, including after-hours, holiday,
and occasional care, in communities, schools
and workplaces.

The payment of parental leave for at
least 26 weeks.

National legalisation for the right of
women to have an abortion.

The elimination of all types of violence
against women.

The enforcement of laws against sexual
harassment. &
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The sun never rises
in the West

The so-called “Western countries” are not, and never
have been, the advanced guard of progressive society.
There are certainly hard won gains, small advances
made through the sheer courage of working women and
minorities in countries like ours. But it’s always been
‘despite,” not ‘because.’ When the see-saw of electoral
politics falls to the likes of Trump and Dutton, all pre-
vious gains are rolled back.

Under the capitalist regime the trend is always
backwards.

There is no sustainable progressivism in Australia.
For every step there are ten steps back. When a far-right
(Liberal) or right-neoliberal (Labor) government pays
its way into power, women’s rights are not guaranteed,
because we cannot guarantee a government that stands
by women no matter what. We cannot guarantee that the
proponents of neo-liberalism, whether Biden, Macron,
or Albo, want to save us from the far-right bigots and
fascists. In fact, they regularly do deals with the fascists.

To say that the United States of America has taken
a fascistic turn is an understatement.

We know Western countries don’t really care about
progressive politics because of what they’ve done his-
torically. The USA has invaded some of the world’s most
progressive states just as they were beginning to succeed
— it spent billions undermining socialist Afghanistan,
which had the most progressive education system for
women and girls in the Arab world. More billions were
spent destroying the National Progressive Front in Syria,
one of the last progressive popular fronts in the Arab
world, through the criminal CIA operation ‘Timber
Sycamore.’

The USA is currently trying to undermine Cuba,
which has Latin America’s most progressive Family
Codes, bringing equal rights to LGBTQIA+ people in
Cuban society. China is also attacked by the West, but
the gains made for women there out of feudalism into
socialism are extraordinary. One study noted that “If
we use female labor force participation as the indicator
to measure gender equality, China would be one of the
most egalitarian countries in the world: female labor
force participation in China increased dramatically after
the founding of the People’s Republic.”

Again, the corporate governments of the West are the
sworn global enemy of advanced progressive society.
They did not invent progressivism. They do not care
about progressive politics. They care about capitalism,
not people. They see progressive societies as a threat.

There is hope, however, for a more sustainable ad-
vance towards moderately progressive societies across
the world. Kumara Jayawardena’s marvelous 1986 book
Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World is still
great reading. Jayawardena shows that women outside
the Western countries have taken matters into their own
hands. Progressive movements and modern ideas have
been adapted to the national conditions of countries
across the Third World, from Egypt to Iran, Turkey,
India, Sri Lanka, China, Japan, Korea, the Philippines,
Vietnam, and Indonesia. This continues today with the
One Billion Rising campaign to end violence against
women. It’s a global struggle.

Communists have always been progressive. We have
always been at the very front line of socially progressive
politics. No matter how much it may be co-opted by
the powers that be, we see a radical kernel in trans,
non-binary struggles in Australia, because we treat
the contradiction of the majority and the minorities
seriously, and we see the struggles of women, trans
people and minorities as material struggles, economic
struggles — struggles for democratic access to safety
and security, to livelihoods.

Western media pretends it invented progressive pol-
itics. We know it did not. Those of us in the belly of the
beast have to keep up the fight for a socialist system, a
sustainable progressivism based on economics as well
as on law, that can bring permanent benefits and long-
term rights to women and minorities.

Guardian

New in the
Australian Marxist
Review

The Australian Marxist Review is the Com-
munist Party of Australia’s theoretical, and
long-form journal. If you haven’t read the
AMR yet, check it out on the Party website,
at cpa.org.au.

Now out, AMR 78, featuring:

General Secretary Andrew Irving’s speech
to the 14th World Socialism Forum

“... the essence of a Shared Future is taking lessons
from history, including its own, in pursuit of a better
future for the world. China rose through the hard work
of socialist construction at home, not through colonial
plunder abroad. Thus it understands that nothing is
more important for major-country diplomacy than to
uphold peace and encourage development.”

A practical piece on making Marxist-Len-
inist Media

“Now, when making any piece of media, you first
need to ask yourself one question: “What am I trying
to say?” Asking yourself this question will keep your
message, or your thesis, clear.”

Review of A Modern Coursebook on Political
Economy

“This book provides a panoramic view of the Marx-
ist political economy that comprehensively expounds
capitalist and Socialist Market economy in the light of
the System of Marx’s Capital and the six part system
of political economy “

‘Socialism versus Capitalism — Connec-
tion versus Alienation,’ by Guardian regular
William Briggs

“Evidence shows that people living in states that
are socialist or are developing socialist economies,
are less stressed, less alienated, more engaged with
society. The development of these socialist socie-
ties flows from the reality of life and the strength or
weakness of the economies they live with. There is
no neat formula that each Communist Party follows.
Revolutions are yeasty brews. “

Interview with Zhou Li, former Vice Min-
ister of the International Department of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China on the limitations of ‘Geopolitics Theory’
in analysing the international situation

“It can be asserted that the ceaseless promotion
of geopolitics theory by Western powers throughout
distinct historical eras, irrespective of how intricate
or “profound” the rhetoric may be, ultimately func-
tions to obtain more colonies, spheres of influence,
sources of raw materials and investment locations
for major Western powers. It serves to advance their
neocolonialism, fascism and hegemonism.”
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‘Cuba: the Price of Freedom’ by CPA Pres-
ident Vinnie Molina

“Despite all the scarcities, Cuba shares with the
world the little they have. They never give what they
can spare, but share what they have. In this, the clear
example was during the Covid pandemic. Unable
to get vaccines from the international community,
they developed 5 Cuban vaccines which they shared
with other countries in need. Cuba also sent medical
brigades to more than 40 countries, rich and poor
alike. Cuban doctors saved lives abroad when they
were needed.”

Previous copies of the AMR can be found on the
Party website, but why wait for the latest one? Sub-
scribe and support the AMR at shop@cpa.org.au, or
by calling 02 9699 8844 &

Quote of the Week

crime and not merely unacceptable.
Honor Blackman, British actor

Domestic violence can be so easy for people to ignore, as it often happens without any witnesses
and it is sometimes easier not to get involved. Yet, by publicly speaking out against domestic violence,
together we can challenge attitudes towards violence in the home and show

at domestic violence is a

www.cpa.org.au
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CPA Statement on
the upcoming federal election

The betrayal of the people by the
Albanese labor government has
opened the door for the Coalition to
form a minority government with the
support of independent candidates.

The latest YouGov poll predicts a victory
for the Coalition if the election had been
held last week.

The poll predicted Labor would win 66
seats while the Coalition 73 and the Greens
and other forces 11.

This should be a warning to all pro-
gressive and left forces to unite efforts to
ensure the betrayal of labour doesn’t deliver
a minority Coalition government.

The electorate is resentful of all the
betrayals; Indigenous Australians, the
betrayal of unions, on Palestine. The destabi-
lisation of organised Labor by the Albanese
government plays into the development of
this move to the right. The reduction in living
standards comes directly from the support
given to the various wars and increases in
military spending at the expense of health,
education and social welfare. The feeling out
there against PM Albanese is a significant
setback for the government as union mem-
bers and others abandon the labor party in
favour of any other candidate.

A Federal Coalition government will
bring with it worse outcomes for unions,
workers, the environment, and the people
in general.

The interest at this election is to build

a front to oppose the militarisation and
opposition to the loss of democratic rights.
The interests of Australia do not align with
Dutton or Trump, our interests are in trade
on a mutually beneficial character.

The trade unions and other groups need
to adopt policies that align with the interests
of the workers in their industries. A war
with China or any other of the predatory
behaviour that is being adopted does not
offer Australian workers a prosperous future.

The Central Committee has decided
to call on all its members to get actively
involved in their localities to ensure the
Coalition is last at the ballot box.

This means that all efforts should be put
into force to work with the community for
an outcome that benefits the people.

Party branches should analyse and dis-
cuss their local candidates and their policies
and support the efforts of those who would
benefit the people and could be part of a
minority labor government.

The CPA calls on party members and the
people in general to vote for the balance of
power in the Senate; in this the vote should
go to the Greens.

A vote for the Greens carries the double
value that it sends a protest message to
Labor but could also either help Greens
candidates to get elected or to pass on their
preference to Labor.

At all levels the CPA calls on the elec-
torate to put the Coalition last. &
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Australian Senate. Photo: JJ Harrison — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0)

The general call is to put the Codalition last.

Socialists, Greens, progressive independents ahead of Labor with the Coalition last.

In the Senate we recommend to vote 1 for the Greens to seek the balance of power.
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Dirty deed: Dutton’s
nuclear scheme
locks In 20 years
of higher climate

pollution

Federal Opposition Leader
Peter Dutton is keeping Aus-
tralians in the dark about
his risky nuclear scheme. An
explosive new report from
Australia’s independent Cli-
mate Change Authority reveals
the Federal Coalition’s nucle-
ar scheme would see climate
pollution blow out for more
than 20 years, leading to up
to 2 billion tonnes of addition-
al climate pollution by 2050.

The Climate Council says Dut-
ton’s nuclear scheme risks locking
Australia into worsening climate
catastrophes, with no credible plan
to cut pollution from coal, oil or gas.

Photo: Gerry Machen — flickr.com (CC BY-ND 2.0)
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Climate Council CEO Amanda
McKenzie said: “Dutton knows
most Australians want their gov-
ernment to be making progress
on climate action. But modelling
from the Climate Change Authority
shows his nuclear scheme would
massively drive up climate pollu-
tion and put Australia in breach
of its own national law, and inter-
national law. Dutton himself has
warned that failing to meet our
global climate commitments would
hurt our own economy and cost
Australians jobs.

“The Coalition is out of step
and out of touch with the majority
of everyday Australians, who over-

at the last election and want to ditch
climate pollution for clean power.”
Climate Councillor Greg Bourne
said: “The Federal Coalition has
spent the past three years actively
blocking policies that cut climate
pollution in our electricity, indus-
trial, and transport sectors, and
now they’re trying to sell an energy
scheme to Aussies that could add
more than two billion tonnes of
pollution and blow up our targets
as a credible climate policy.
“Records show the Federal
Coalition voted against capping
pollution from big industrial pol-
luters. They opposed cleaner and
more efficient vehicles being made

against the National Vehicle Effi-
ciency Standard. They opposed key
policies for making clean energy
more accessible, affordable and reli-
able like the Capacity Investment
Scheme. The Coalition’s policies
obstruct climate progress.”

Climate Council CEO Amanda
McKenzie said: “Dutton’s risky
nuclear scheme would burden our
kids with more unnatural disasters,
rising pollution and higher power
bills. All Australians deserve a
bright future. We need proven solu-
tions like renewable power, backed
by big batteries, that cut pollution
now, not a reckless delay that locks
us into climate catastrophe.”

whelmingly voted for climate action

available to Australians by voting

Climate Council @

Callis for full funding
for public schools after
performance targets
revealed

The NSW Teachers Federation has responded
to new government key performance targets
for public schools. The most critical target to
be met is full funding.

New reports have revealed confidence in public
education sits at just 51 per cent, with a target to lift
this to 53 per cent by 2027.

These targets, including lifting attendance and
Year 12 completion rates, would be impossible to
achieve without proper resourcing.

“No public school in NSW is funded to 100 per
cent of the SRS, the minimum level governments
agreed was required more than a decade ago. Yet every
private school in the state is funded at or above this
standard,” NSWTF president Henry Rajendra said.

“Right now, principals and teachers across NSW
public schools are doing an amazing job but they are
being asked to do too much with too little. Student
needs are growing fast but the funding hasn’t kept up.

“Full funding of public schools will lift student
engagement and student achievement. Closing the
resources gap is also an essential part of closing the
achievement gaps between students from different
backgrounds.”

Rajendra is calling for the Albanese government
and Minns government to finalise an agreement

before the federal election to ensure public schools

are funded at 100 per cent of the School Resource

Standard (SRS).

The union says that two objectives must be
achieved:

« The deal must be signed by the Prime Minister
and Premier before the federal election is called,
and

« The deal lifts all NSW public schools to 100 per
cent of the minimum level funding required to
meet the needs of all children without delay.

“Additional funding will allow schools to cut class
size sizes, give children more intensive one-on-one
attention and provide more specialist support such
as school counsellors,” Rajendra said.

“It will also help cut the unsustainable workloads
of teachers and give them more time to prepare high
quality lessons for students.

“NSW is one of only two states without a long
term agreement on the future funding of schools.
This needs to change now.

“Fully funding public schools is the only way to
ensure every child gets the support they need to suc-
ceed, and we can recruit and retain enough teachers.”
NSW Teachers Federation &

The grip of the dead hand of colonialism continues to be bro-
ken. Ivory Coast troops have taken over the last remaining
French army base in the country, as the former colonial pow-
er withdraws forces across west Africa. Ivory Coast Defence
Minister Tene Birahima Ouattara said 80 French soldiers will
stay behind to advise and train the Ivorian military.

“The world is changing and changing fast,” Ouattara said in
a joint press conference with French Armed Forces Minister
Sebastien Lecornu. Anti-imperialist military takeovers in Mali,
Burkina Faso and Niger forced the expulsion of French troops
who had long maintained a military presence across the
Sahel, besides wielding significant economic sway over coun-
tries using currencies tied to the Bank of France.

Their example has encouraged popular protest at the ongoing
French military footprint in neighbouring countries, prompting
Chad to declare an end to its military co-operation agreement
with France in November, and now Ivory Coast, despite seek-
ing to maintain friendly relations, asking France to pull out.

France retains military bases in Djibouti and Gabon.

When the NSW Minns government took away the right of
councils to decide on project development applications
and essentially handed the decision making to the devel-
opers themselves, Dingo immediately recalled the three
former Labor ministers on trial for corruption; Eddie Obeid, Joe
Tripodi, and Tony Kelly. They are alleged to have doctored a
cabinet submission to gain favourable treatment for Australian
Water Holdings, in which the Obeid family held an interest.
Tripodi is accused of “wilfully misconducting” himself by leak-
ing confidential information to billionaire-turned-bankrupt
Nathan Tinkler. That’s just the tip of the iceberg when it comes
to developers, a sector that is renowned for its corruption.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is for-profit health provider
Healthscope. Catholic Health Australia (CHA) says the closure
of Healthscope maternity services in Hobart and Darwin will
put more pressure on not-for-profit hospitals to deliver essen-
tial health services for those communities.

“This is yet another example of the for-profit healthcare
model’s failure to deliver essential health services to under-
served communities,” said CHA Director of Health Policy, Dr
Katharine Bassett.

“It is troubling to see another for-profit healthcare provider
cherry-picking the work that suits its bottom line and abandon-
ing communities that rely on these vital services.

“Replacing maternity services with high-margin services is not
the answer for patients.

“We have seen private providers, driven by profit motives, sys-
tematically reduce essential services across Australia when
it is no longer financially advantageous, and the not-for-profit
sector is often left to pick up the pieces with limited support,”
she said.

The closures will leave many in Hobart and Darwin with
reduced access to essential maternity services, forcing wom-
en and families to travel further for their care. Closures will
also shift the burden onto public hospitals.

“While CHA welcomes the federal government’s announce-
ment in December regarding potential reforms to maternity
care, it is clear urgent action and bold reforms are needed
to ensure continued access to these essential services.” Dr
Bassett said.

Catholic Health Australia has long advocated for reforms to
maternity services, including the implementation of a National
Private Price that ensures hospitals are paid appropriately to
deliver maternity services.

“We urge governments to take immediate action to ensure
vital services like maternity care are protected and accessible
for all Australians. Inaction is no longer an option,” Dr Bassett
said.
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Rural, regional and remote Australians
are dying at higher rates than their urban
counterparts, with avoidable deaths in
the regions nearly four times higher,
according to new data released by the
National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA).

The Rural Health in Australia Snapshot
2025 paints a grim picture of health inequities
between rural and metropolitan areas. The
life expectancy gap is stark, with men in ‘very
remote’ areas dying up to 13.6 years earlier and
women up to 12.7 years earlier than those in
Metropolitan areas.

Indeed, nearly 18,500 people in Austral-
ia still have no access to essential primary
healthcare services within an hour’s drive
of their home, although this is a significant
improvement from the last data collection.
This is as many people as Double Bay and
Bondi Junction in NSW, St Kilda in Victoria,
or Cottesloe, Dalkeith, and Claremont in WA,
having to drive one hour to access healthcare.

The Snapshot compiles essential data on
health risks, outcomes, disease burden, health-
care workforce, domestic violence, maternity
health, and funding disparities — revealing how
far rural areas lag behind their metropolitan
counterparts.

“This data highlights the shameful failure
to adequately provide funding and services to
rural Australians, who contribute so much to
our economy. Why are they treated like sec-
ond-class citizens, with a staggering $848 less
spent per person per year on healthcare?” said
NRHA Chief Executive Susi Tegen.

Living in rural areas offers numerous ben-
efits. People often enjoy a stronger sense of
community and a healthier environment, sur-
rounded by natural beauty. They have access to
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Rural Australia:
survey paints grim picture

fresh, local produce and tend to report higher
satisfaction with relationships, with a lower
likelihood of experiencing loneliness. As interest
in rural living grows due to these advantages,
it is essential to ensure that people are sup-
ported by adequate infrastructure, including
accessible healthcare, to maintain a fulfilling
and holistic lifestyle.

“The Snapshot reinforces the urgent need
for immediate action, especially with the Federal
election on the horizon. It is a wake-up call to
say enough is enough. For decades, we have
known about the healthcare challenges, the
additional costs, and the tyranny of distance,
but there has been too little action.

“Rural Australia has its own identity and
requires tailored, place-based solutions to meet
its unique geographic and societal needs. We
call for a National Rural Health Strategy under
the National Health Reform Agreement. This
will coordinate Commonwealth, State, and Ter-
ritory policy, investment and service delivery
to ensure tailored, sustainable solutions. We
also call for ‘block’ and infrastructure funding,
that is equitable.

“The solutions exist on the ground,” Tegen
concluded. “It is time to step up, allow for
flexibility, prioritise equity and address these
glaring disparities. “

The National Rural Health Alliance (the
Alliance) comprises 52 national organisa-
tions committed to improving the health and
wellbeing of the over 7 million people in rural
and remote Australia. Membership includes
representation from health professional organ-
isations, health service providers, health educa-
tors, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
health sector, and students.

National Rural Health Alliance &
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nearly 18,500 people in
Avustralia still have no access
to essential primary
healthcare within an hour’s
drive of home

Black Summer bushfire survivors

call on governments to

‘put lives

before profit’

——

Newly sweetened

On 26 February, five years after the devastat-
ing Black Summer bushfires, survivors gath-
ered in Sydney to launch and sign onto a new
Australian Bushfire Survivor Declaration,
which calls on Australia’s governments to
put human lives before the profits of the fos-
sil fuel industry.

To mark the sombre anniversary, Bushfire Sur-
vivors for Climate Action (BSCA) invited politicians
from fire-impacted regions to meet with bushfire sur-
vivors and hear their calls for urgent climate action.

The event included the launch of the Australian
Bushfire Survivor Declaration which calls on all
governments to:

« Unite behind 1.50C-aligned climate targets and
put politicisation of climate action behind us

« Stay the course on the rollout of Australia’s
renewable energy future — supporting all
communities to benefit from it

« Commit to a total phase-out of polluting fossil

fuels and develop a plan to do so

Invest deeply in communities and be guided by

them, so they can prepare for and recover from

future climate disasters

» Raise the money required to pay the escalating
climate damage bill by making the big fossil fuel
polluters pay.

“We formed in 2018 to call for urgent climate

action because climate change had arrived, and was
harming our communities directly through longer and
more dangerous fire seasons. And yet since then we've
seen more than 3,800 homes burned or damaged,
and at least 46 lives lost directly to fires, and many
more claimed by the lasting toll of grief and health
impacts,” said Jo Dodds, President and Co-Founder
of BSCA. “While survivors raise the alarm, the fires
are only getting worse.”

“In spite of the progress this country has made,
we can and must do so much better. So we are calling
on our governments to put human lives before the
profits of the fossil fuel industry, to stay the course
on the rollout of Australia’s renewable energy future
and commit to a total phase-out of polluting fossil
fuels,” BSCA CEO Serena Joyner said. “And with
the damage bill growing from unnatural disasters, it
just makes sense to raise the money required to pay
the escalating climate damage bill by making the big
fossil fuel polluters pay.”

BSCA invited the Prime Minister, key Ministers
and Senators, and MPs and some candidates from
fire-affected regions. If any parliamentarian was
unable to attend, a bushfire survivor sat in their place
to bring the message back to them in the weeks and
months following the event.

Bushfire Survivors for Climate Action &

Brisbane bus drivers strike

Sue Knight

Bus drivers in Brisbane took
strike action on 20 February
as part of their long running
dispute with the Brisbane
city council over backpay and
remuneration. The drivers are

after a settlement of their pay
claim and the backdating of
any pay increase to October.

The drivers have been engaging
in a work-to-rule and not wearing
their uniform as action to develop
unity. The action presented the
council with problems as it was

effective action in shutting down
services and building the unity of
the RTBU members in Brisbane.
Brisbane bus drivers have long
been campaigning for pay increases
that are not below inflation. &
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Israel lobby’s assassins

Marcus Browning

A rich-list of Jewish business
and finance moneybags has
rallied around former Coali-
tion federal treasurer, Josh
Frydenberg, to “raise mil-
lions to fight antisemitism.”
Frydenberg, currently chair
of Goldman Sachs, is the face
of a foundation to be set up to
spread the good word about
Israel into schools and uni-
versities: presumably how
its “right to exist” allows it to
murder 60,000 defenceless
Palestinians, its most heinous
crime to date in a long list.

Members of the board of the
foundation include such corpo-
rate types as former Optus chief
executive Kelly Bayer Rosmarin,
and Reserve Bank board member
Elana Rubin. Venture capitalist
Paul Bassat — whose mother is on
the board — has already created a
$US20 million fund named Iron
Nation to support Israeli start-ups
during its war on Gaza. Similar
foundations in the US have already
raised hundreds of millions in
support.

Here is the money pot of the
Israel lobby. Though most are
Jewish, it is not their religion that
forms the strongest ties between
them; for them it is their elevated
positions of power as members
of the ruling class. The creation
of this body is intended to put an
official stamp on the propaganda
line being run that makes out that
Jews are a persecuted minority in
Australia, an impression the white
noise around antisemitism seeks
to convey. This is simply not true.

The Israel lobby, their bullies
and character assassins are out
there with the support of both major
parties, shutting down criticism of
Israel, including forcing the closure
of cultural events and attacks on
the works of university academics.

So it was that, after a political
and media beatup last month, the
Albanese government, on behalf
of the Israel lobby, had the gov-
ernment’s industry funding body
Creative Australia dump a team
of two artists chosen to repre-
sent Australia at the 2026 Venice

O

Theme:
Guest Speakers:

IT'S TIME TO TURN
PROMISES INTO PROGRESS.

MARCH FORWARD.

International Women's Day 2025

Luncheon

Come and celebrate 50 years since the

declaration of UN International Women’'s Year

12 Noon to 2.00 pm Saturday 8" March 2025

Fidel's 66 Wattle Avenue, Royal Park
Women in Prison and the Abolition of Jails

Aboriginal Elder and Community Worker
Aunty Pat Waria-Read
Aboriginal Artist and Writer
Tabitha Lean
Powerful messages not just for women

but for our whole community, too.

Light lunch provided - bar facilities available

Biennale because their art uses
images of conflict in the Middle
East and its wider consequences,
including the planes flying into the
Twin Towers in 2001. It also has
footage of Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah, who was assassinated by
Israel in 2024.

The dumping followed the art
works being raised in federal parlia-
ment; the decision by the Creative
Australia board was taken with-
out the artist or program director
being present. Artist and Creative
Australia board member Lindy
Lee resigned, as did other board
members, Lee saying, “I could not
live with the level of violation I
felt against one of my core values,
that the artist’s voice must never
be silenced.”

In a convoluted statement,
Creative Australia said the works
of the artists — Michael Dagostino
and Khaled Sabsabi — would cause
“prolonged and divisive debate
about the 2026 selection outcome
[and] pose an unacceptable risk
to public support for Australia’s
artistic community and could
undermine our goal of bringing
Australians together through art
and creativity.” Come again?

In response, the National Asso-
ciation for the Visual Arts pulled
no punches. Executive director
Penelope Benton said: “This is a
devastating and terrifying moment
for artistic freedom in Australia.
The decision to retract support
from an artist of Sabsabi’s calibre
in response to political and media
pressure is an attack on arms-length
arts funding and the independence
of the arts sector.

“This is not just about one
artist or one exhibition; it is about
whether Australia upholds the right
of artists to critically engage with
history, politics, and the urgent
issues of our time.

“The role of the artist is to
challenge, provoke, and offer new
ways of seeing. The government’s
intervention in this process is
an outrageous over-reach that
threatens the very foundation of
independent arts funding.”

The union representing artists,
the Media, Entertainment and Arts
Alliance, has called on artistic and

Adelaide

Donation optional

Khaled Sabsabi, Co-existence, 2009, MCA. Photo: Jenni Carter

creative organisations across Aus-
tralia to reaffirm their commitment
to freedom of expression following a
series of interventions over the past
12 months which have resulted in
artists being silenced or sidelined.

The union notes that “the
latest case of the cancellation of
Lebanese-Australian artist Khaled
Sabsabi as Australia’s representa-
tive at the 2026 Venice Biennale
continues a disturbing trend of
political interference in the arts.”

“The MEAA stands in solidarity
with all Australians calling for the
respectful treatment of all artists
and the creative workforce and
condemns political and industri-
al interference with rightful free
speech and expression. The arts and
freedom of expression are closely
intertwined, and that relationship
is essential to the creation of art
in all its forms,” said MEAA Chief
Executive Erin Madeley.

“Art sheds critical light on our
society and must challenge precon-
ceptions, even if that makes some
people uncomfortable. Any inter-
ference which seeks to prevent this
must be unreservedly condemned.

“This is an industrial and work-
place issue — one that goes to the
very heart of the rights of artists not
only as creators, but as workers.”

MEAA is concerned about the
way in which Sabsabi was dumped
by Creative Australia just days after
he was announced as Australia’s
representative for the prestigious
Venice Biennale.

“The review which has been
announced by Creative Australia
must fully examine not only the
selection process for the Biennale,
but the circumstances that led to the
decision to drop Sabsabi, including
whether there was any political
interference,” said Madeley.

“The outcome of the review
must be released publicly to
ensure full transparency and
accountability.”

In the university sector, the
National Tertiary Education Union
has long campaigned for an end to
political interference in research
grants. In a significant victory
for the NTEU and others across
the sector who fought for change,
last year the federal government
removed ministerial veto of grants
and established an independent
board to make decisions about
grants.

This legislation was a positive
step for independent research after
the blatant politicisation of the
grants process under the previous
Coalition government.

Recent commentary around a
review of a research grant held by
Macquarie University Academic
Dr Randa Abdel-Fattah has raised
serious concerns.

The NTEU has sought assuranc-
es from Australian Research Centre
Chair Professor Peter Shergold that
this process will not be influenced
by external forces, including media
corporations, declaring that the
independence of the ARC is para-
mount and neither politicians nor
any other external parties should
be directing its priorities.

“Australia’s future will suffer
if research grants become politi-
cal footballs. The union wants to
ensure the ARC’s engagement with
Macquarie over Dr Abdel-Fattah
is subject to the highest levels of
integrity, independence and fair-
ness. We have sought assurances
that this process will not be, and
has not been, influenced by any
external parties.”

The Australia Palestine Advoca-
cy Network (APAN) stands firmly
with Palestinian author and aca-
demic Dr Randa Abdel-Fattah in
the face of a coordinated political
and media campaign aimed at
silencing, smearing and discred-
iting her for speaking out against
ongoing US-backed Israeli atrocities
in Palestine.

This attack is part of a broader
effort to crush political opposition
in Australia to Israeli genocide and
apartheid in Palestine, mirroring
similar repressive efforts in the US,
where both the Trump and Biden
administrations have sought to
criminalise anti-genocide demon-
strations and suppress opposition
to Israeli war crimes.

APAN says the latest offensive
against Dr Abdel-Fattah has been
spearheaded by the Murdoch
media and supported by Federal
Education Minister Jason Clare,
who has abandoned any pretence of
ending political interference in the
research sector and the operations
of the ARC.

Minister Clare’s request for an
investigation into Dr Abdel-Fat-
tah’s ARC Future Fellowship, as
well as his previous pressure on
the Queensland University of

Technology (QUT) to “enforce
its code of conduct” following an
anti-racist symposium — after which
Carumba Institute’s Director, Pro-
fessor Chelsea Watego and Jewish
Council of Australia executive
officer Sarah Schwartz were also
attacked and smeared by political
leaders and the media — directly
contradicts his promises to uphold
the integrity and independence of
Australian research.

“The ARC has bowed to this
external pressure and has directed
Macquarie University to launch an
investigation into Dr Abdel-Fattah,
despite her distinguished academic
record and significant contributions
to literature, anti-racism and Islam-
ophobia scholarship and sociology,”
says APAN.

“This investigation is clearly
based purely on the egregious lies
sourced from a blatantly politi-
cally motivated smear campaign
driven by right-wing politicians
and extremist organisations.

“These are racist and cynical
attempts by government, media
and university administrations
to suppress political thought and
academic freedom by conflating
anti-genocide and anti-apartheid
advocacy with ‘hate speech’ or
anti-semitism.

“Universities are being used as
a key battleground to try to punish
Palestinians, and those who speak
up for Palestine.

“We demand that Education
Minister Clare, the Australian gov-
ernment, the media, and univer-
sities cease their efforts to silence
dissent and stand for the rights of
Palestinians, upholding academic
freedom and truth in the struggle
for justice and an end to Israel’s
apartheid, genocide, and settler
colonisation in the occupied Pal-
estinian territory.

“Every academic, writer and
citizen who values intellectual
freedom and human rights should
take a stand against this escalating
repression of Palestinians and their
supporters on this continent.

“Speaking the truth about
Israel’s genocide, apartheid, illegal
occupation, and the impunity it is
offered by its allies, including Aus-
tralia, is a legitimate and necessary
act of resistance against injustice,
not an endorsement of hate.” &
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Global Day of Action 23 February
Close US bases Sydney

Denis Doherty

The US-based peace group World
beyond War put out an appeal to all
to host a #CloseBases day at a bases
near them. Having just witnessed 16
months of unrelenting carnage in
Gaza and some similar scenes in the
Ukraine -Russian war, it seemed that
the time was very appropriate to bring
attention to the negative role military
bases play in the world. In the Aus-
tralian context this means both Aus-
tralian and US military bases, because
in this country our militaries are so
intertwined that as President Obama
once said “You work together so well,
it’s often said you can’t tell where our
guys end and you guys begin.”

Obama was speaking as he presided over
the 2011 agreement to host US marines in
Darwin. He meant it as a compliment, but
this intertwining of the Australian and US
militaries is bad for our country both inter-
nally and externally.

At the rally, the World beyond War group
gave several pointers about the harm done

Australian government to extend Australian
and US military bases to Papua New Guinea.
PNG, with a serious health crisis over tuber-
culosis, should be the last country to engage
in preparation for war with China.

Reports from the ACTNOW (ACT Net-
work Opposing War) and Sydney actions
showed an emphasis on scrapping AUKUS,
the deal valued currently at $386 billion
which will see Australia owning and oper-
ating nuclear submarines as well as hosting
similar submarines from the US and the
UK, plus many extra armaments and more
US bases in Australia, particularly in the
Northern Territory. The ACTNOW group
put it this way:

“... AUKUS (Pillar I and II) integrates
Australia further into US war planning, will
cost upwards of $370 billion for nuclear-pow-
ered submarines, exacerbates pre-existing
tensions in the region, and is likely to involve
the storage of extremely dangerous nuclear
waste in Australia.”

US bases in Australia received particular
attention after the role Pine Gap has played
in coordinating attacks on a defenceless Gaza
for 16 months. As the Sydney anti-AUKUS

by military bases. The bases take up land
belonging to First Nations people, they attract
the attention of potential adversaries, they
pollute the surrounding area with “forever
chemicals,” they are often places where the
military personnel terrorise the surrounding
civilian areas. The cost of the bases upkeep
is prohibitive.

All these factors are evident at Australian
bases with the recent retrograde move by the

coalition said, “by now all Australians know
that the Trump presidency has no respect for
its ‘allies’ including Australia or any country.
Basing US offensive forces in the Northern
Territory and Western Australia and the
ongoing expansion of the Pine Gap war fight-
ing and spy base makes Australia complicit
in Trump’s illegal schemes in Palestine and
Ukraine and his plans for an economic and
military showdown with China.”

#CloseBases actions were held in five
sites around Australia: Cairns, Brisbane,
Sydney, Canberra, and Perth. 2025 will be
a very busy for the Australian peace move-
ment, as we have the 8oth anniversary of
Hiroshima, and the ‘Talisman Sabre 25
military exercise, in which many countries
will send their military forces to Australia
to practice a coordinated invasion of China
in both Australia and PNG.

At the gates of HMAS Kuttabul in Sydney, with banners on AUKUS and Pine Gap.

Both Australia and New Zealand have
expressed surprise that Peoples Republic
of China naval vessels are exercising off our
coast, but see no reason why an exercise
designed to provoke China should not go
ahead. We live in a time when many military
bases should be closed, tensions lessened,
and resources diverted to socially useful
needs. &

Close the US bases - WA

Eileen Whitehead

the Pacific, and a potential acceleration of an

All over Australia on 23 February, groups
gathered to protest the US bases, not only
in this country, but all over the world.
Our nation-wide protest was called by
the Independent and Peaceful Australia
Network (IPAN). In Perth, we met at the
entrance gates to the military establish-
ment of HMAS Stirling at Peron Point,
where American nuclear-powered sub-
marines regularly dock under great
secrecy. Dr Colin Hughes, the IPAN WA
representative spoke at length about
the negative repercussions of AUKUS
for Australia, especially Perth.

Andy Stirling and Phil Johnstone wrote in
2021 that “under the AUKUS agreement, the
United States and the United Kingdom plan
to transfer nuclear submarine technologies to
Australia. One international security scholar
‘characterised’ the deal as ‘a terrible deci-
sion for the nonproliferation regime,” noting
grave concerns for peace and security world-
wide. Others have expressed concerns about
‘loopholes’ surrounding nuclear submarine
fissile materials, increased ‘nuclear risks’ in

‘arms race’ in the region. Still others ‘doubt’
the purported efficacy of nuclear-propelled

submarine designs.”

in 5 years.

So far, there has been no mention of plans
for evacuation or safety of people living in the
Rockingham area should a radiation problem
occur. Nothing has been said about where the
submarines’ highly enriched uranium waste
fuel is to be stored. There’s no solution to this
problem. Meanwhile, we do have problems with
underfunding of our public schooling, health
provision, and housing availability. Better living
standards for all — both town and country — full
employment and decent housing for everyone
might be a better use of this money. &

Since that was written, there has been a
growing movement — now over 60 per cent —
of Australians making it clear that we will not
accept nuclear-powered submarines with their
associated economic, social, and environmental
costs. Defence Minister Richard Marles has
recently given the US $800 million for the
honour of housing their submarines in our
waters. Scott Morrison committed us to give
the US $368 billion for 8 nuclear submarines

Protest at the entrance to HMAS Stirling, WA.

Palestine is Not for Sale Rally, Boorloo/Perth WA

Richard Titelius

Friends of Palestine WA organ-
ised a rally in Forrest Place,
Perth attended by about 200
people. The MC was Pales-
tinian activist Heba who like
most people at the rally who
had been following the news
from the US, were enraged by
US President Donald Trump’s
announcement that the US
would take over Gaza and
clear the rubble and the Pal-
estinian people out by forcing
them into Jordan and Egypt to
make way for his plan of mak-
ing Gaza into “the Riviera of

the eastern Mediterranean.”
Heba began, “Palestine is not a
piece of real estate and neither
Trump nor anyone else will be
able to uproot the Palestinian
people from the land.”
Spoken word poet Hannah who
has featured at many other Free Pal-
estine rallies made it clear: a cease-
fire will not dismantle apartheid:
“We are two years here and
there is no other name for what is
happening here but ethnic cleans-
ing. The world is more upside down
than ever before with dictators
calling the shots. Mr Trump must
have at least a hundred screws loose
with his plan for Gaza. More than

half the Palestinian children in the
West Bank have been killed in the
last two years ... ”

Hannah’s poetry was raw and
real about the trauma and dispos-
session of the Palestinian people
who will not surrender their land
or their struggle.

An academic spoke of the
ongoing censorship in universi-
ties across Australia where some
universities are putting restric-
tions on speech for terms that are
seen to have contested meanings.
This includes Sydney University
which has introduced a Civility
Rule requiring speakers to supply
in advance definitions of words

having contested meanings such as
‘genocide’ or the expression, ‘from
the river to the sea.’

In response, the Australian Pal-
estinian Advocacy Network (APAN)
has commenced a Peoples Inquiry
in February 2025. Details can be
found on their website.

An Australian Palestinian
doctor, the son of a Nakba survi-
vor, spoke about the difficulties
faced by members of the medical
profession in Australia for speak-
ing up or even speaking the truth
about what is happening in Gaza
and the West Bank. This difficulty
was not restricted to doctors in
Australia, but happens to medical

and health professionals around
the world. Even the prestigious
medical journal The Lancet was
subject to abusive correspondence
for an article it published about the
brutality which Australian doctors
had witnessed in Gaza.

There was a more on censorship
from Students for Palestine who
spoke about the difficulty of speak-
ing up on Palestine on campus.

The CPA calls for a permanent
ceasefire, the end of the occupation
and the recognition of an independ-
ent Palestinian state. We join with
those at the rally in opposition to
Trump’s plans for ethnic cleansing.

Free Palestine! &
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Dolores Ibarruri and
International Women’s Day

Graham Holton

They Shall Not Pass: Autobiography of La
Pasionaria, was written by Dolores Ibar-
ruri (Isidora Dolores Ibarruri Gé6mez),
known as Pasionaria, meaning “the Pas-
sion flower.” iNo Pasaran! means They
Shall Not Pass!

Ibarruri shows how Communists should
behave. She holds that a Communist Party is of the
people, and for the people, and that communism
is not dogmatic, but is to be practiced, studied
and discussed. By reading and understanding
Ibarruri we learn what is expected of us as Com-
munists. Ibarruri does not quote Marxist theory
to prove her point, instead citing the behaviour
of Communists to illustrate how to behave as a
Communist. She shows that being a Comrade
is something special, something far more than
merely being a Marxist. For our Party to succeed,
as Communists, we work with and through the
people for the class struggle.

It’s all very prescriptive, so who was this
‘Pasionara’ to tell other communists how to do
it? Dolores Ibarruri joined the Spanish Commu-
nist Party on its founding in 1920 and worked
with unions to develop class consciousness and
educate people in the class struggle. She pushed
for agrarian reform and land ownership for the
peasants. After the Hoyo mine strike she asked
the wife of a rich mine owner if she understood:

“-why I am a communist? Do you understand
the pain, the bitterness, the desperation we moth-
ers have in our hearts when we cannot feed our
children or cure their sickness, when they die
before our eyes because we have no money for
doctors or medicine?”

being a Comrade is ...
something far more than
merely being a Marxist

The united front of antifascist policies gained
ground among the masses. In 1933, Ibarruri
founded Mujeres Antifascistas, a women’s organ-
isation opposed to fascism and the coming war.
She attended the First World Meeting of Women
against War and Fascism the following year. The
insurrectionary movement in Spain had an enor-
mous educational value for the masses, with the
Communists publicly assuming the responsibility
for the insurrection. In 1935, Ibarruri attended
the 7th World Congress of the Communist Inter-
national in Moscow. She joined the strikers at
the Cadavio mine in Asturias and helped poor
tenants evicted from Madrid.

With the outbreak of civil war in 1936 Ibar-
ruri delivered radio broadcasts from Madrid,
including, “A Salute to Our Militia Women on
the Front Line.” On 18 July she broadcast: “It
is better to die on your feet than to live on your
knees! No passaran!” In 1939, Dolores became
General Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Spain, a position she
held to 1960.

Ibarruri’s reflections on why she was a Com-
munist and the work she did to help the working
class struggles is an education on how to be a
better Communist. She discusses the success-
es and shortcomings of the Socialist Party and
how to improve it. Most of all, she shows what
communist women were doing in Spain despite
the violence against them. Ibarruri’s book is well
worth studying, especially as she shows how
women have greatly contributed to the Communist
Party and to Communism. Her tireless work as
a Communist we acknowledge on International
Women’s Day. &

Down;

1. Russian/Soviet revolutionary and diplomat
who advocated for women's emanecipation (9-9)
2. Flower often given on IWD, first used by

[talian feminists (6)

3. Women's rights movement in the 19th-early
20th eentury, campaigning primarily for

women's right to vote (12)

5, African-American author and activist who
wrote “Women, Race & Class™ (6-5)
7. The customary colour of IWD (6)

Across;

3. Country where in 2018 a feminist general strike mobilised 5
million women (5)
4. Famous feminist slogan: "The personal is the ___" (9)
6. First country to make IWD an official holiday (4)
8, German Marxist, eredited as the founder of IMD (5-6)
9. European capital city where in 1910, the makings of the first
IWD celebrations were formalised (10)
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International Women’s Day
‘Determination and bloody mindedness’

Every IWD, we rightly celebrate
women who have had a huge impact
on society. There are also many less-
er-known individuals who have still
managed to quietly do amazing things
through sheer determination and
bloody mindedness.

Women who immediately come to mind
are the UK Suffragettes and Sylvia Pankhurst,
and in Australia, Vida Goldstein, Marie
Kirk and Annette Bear-Crawford. There’s
also Australian suffragette Muriel Matters,
who distributed campaign leaflets from a
dirigible air balloon over King Edward VII’s
procession on his way to open Parliament in
1909. It’s hard to imagine today the courage
required to take to the skies in such a rickety
contraption.

Then there was a Glaswegian, Mary
MacArthur also active in the women’s suffrage
movement, who campaigned for a minimum
wage. She became famous for the role she
played in the Chain Makers’ strike of 1910,
to improve the wages of women working
long hours for piece work rates. Another
strong-minded woman was the secretary
to Eleanor Marx, Edith Lanchester, whose
family in 1895 had her admitted to an asylum
when she stridently opposed the institution
of marriage and the patriarchy.

Of course women were also active during
the period of the Russian Revolution — Clara
Zetkin, Rosa Luxemburg, and Alexandra
Kollontai, and many, many others. The
women of those times were feisty, but so was
an Australian woman from the 19th centu-
ry — Rose Scott (born in 1847), a feminist
and social reformer, devoting much of her

wesil elm

life to campaigns that resulted in increased
independence for Australian women.

Scott saw the Federation in 1901 as a
new “pyramidal scheme which would make
working for common justice in everyday life,
even harder than it was already.” She reck-
oned that with federation, male politicians
backed up by special interests — militarism
and big money — would take control, and

was well aware of the devastation inflicted
upon the Marshal Islands by US nuclear test
experiments. When the Palauans moved to
reclaim their nation’s independence from
the US in 1979, she instigated a nuclear-free
clause in Palau’s Constitution, whereby
75 per cent agreement by voters had to be
obtained before nuclear weapons could be
brought into Palau.

courageous women ...
resisted immense
pressure from the US

democracy would be pushed aside. She said
that Australians were being dazzled by “false
and elusive ideas of national glory,” and was
active in opposing compulsory military train-
ing and service in 1914. Scott warned that
federation would compromise democracy,
and she was certainly right on that.

Closer to our time is a Pacific Islander
woman, many in the West have not heard
about — Gabriela — instrumental in giving
the world its first nuclear-free Constitution.
She was the leader of Otil A Beluad — the
‘Anchor of the Land’ — a women’s organisa-
tion in Palau for 50 years and an inspirational
leader for social justice, for all anti-nuclear
activists across the Pacific and globally. Ngir-
mang survived the Second World War and

That was the first time such a clause ban-
ning and/or restricting nuclear activities had
been included in any nation’s constitution
anywhere in the world: not repeated since.
Retaining this clause has not been easy. For 15
years (1979-1994), the people of the Republic
of Palau were forced to vote 11 times to keep
this unique clause intact. Each time a new
plebiscite was announced, courageous women
travelled between villages and islands to talk
with communities so that informed decisions
could be made about the Compact of Free
Association, which defined the post-sover-
eignty relationship between Palau and the
US. They resisted immense pressure from
the US government and increasing internal
intimidation and corruption. Gabriela faced

threats to her life and suffered violence, along
with her family and supporters.

The US spent millions of dollars cam-
paigning for its preferred version of the Com-
pact of Free Association that, if implemented,
would have seen it granted military rights
to Palauan land and waters. There followed
the assassination of the Palauan President,
and murder and violence of pro-constitu-
tionalists. The British connived in building
an unnecessarily massive power station,
bankrupting the nation, to add pressure on
the people to acquiesce to US demands. In
1987 Gabriela and 50 other women elders
took the government to court for attempting
to force a vote on the constitution requiring
a simple majority to pass, rather than the 75
per cent protective clause that was in the
constitution.

A reign of terror was unleashed to get
them to withdraw the lawsuit and it took
Gabriela over 6 years of lawsuits battling
dodgy lawyers. Today the US retains control
over Palau’s military and foreign affairs, even
though Palau was declared independent in
1994. It has been a David and Goliath strug-
gle, and in 1988 Otil A Beluad was nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize and Gabriela was
also nominated in 2005 by the Swiss-led
global ‘1000 Women for Peace’ campaign
to draw attention to women peacemakers
worldwide.

Women must take the lead again and
vigorously protest the current threat to life
on earth and the future of humanity. We
can’t leave this mess to our children, we
must unite and fight once more.
Tricontinental &
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Caravan distraction

Dear Editor,

Media reports in NSW about a
caravan full of explosives has
been used to inflame tensions
about antisemitism and deflect
attention away from the gen-
ocide committed by Israel’s
attack on Gaza. However, the

caravan explosives were up
to 40 years old and well past
their use by date. The media
is not asking the crucial ques-
tion. Who would organise such
a hoax and why? The police
report that some organised
crime figures were involved
in a prison reduction scheme.
They also report that thisis a
common occurrence among
criminal groups. There was
no detonator in the caravan
but there was a list of syna-
gogues in Sydney.

Who would pay several minor
criminals to prepare a hoax car-
avan? Who benefits from such
actions? The pro Palestine marches
were held within 200 metres of the
Sydney Synagogue each week for

over 16 months without incident.
For pro-Palestine people to engage
in property damage of Jewish sites
would be a sure way to call down
a torrent of hyperventilation of
self-righteousness and accusations
of ‘hate’ ‘antisemitism’ and talk of
‘Germany 1933’. Property damage
is always a bad tactic because it
allows the pro-genocide people to
fume and rant about being victims
when they are the supporters of
the perpetrators of most shocking
genocide in many years. The police
report in other articles that the
graffiti offenders had no ideology
at all, in other words they were not
pro-Palestinian activists, but that
they were paid by someone.
Israel is a master of the dark
arts of manipulation and coercive

propaganda, and there are no
limits to what it is prepared to
do. In answer to the question who
benefits if both sides of politics can
ventilate about ‘hate’ and ‘antisem-
itism,’ even try to out compete each
other in being the most alarmed
about antisemitism. The outpour-
ings from various ministers in the
NSW government, the Federal
government and Opposition must
be music to ears of the zionists of
Australia because all that noise
covers the brutal fact that Israel is
internationally known as a perpe-
trator of war crimes, genocide, and
its leaders have an arrest warrant
out for them by the International
Criminal Court (ICC).

The Israeli lobby in Aus-
tralia is the beneficiary of this

hyperventilating about antisemitism
and so the finger of suspicion must
turn to that as the source of the
problem as they are the ones who
benefit from this manufactured
growth of antisemitism. If we are
fair, we can list the times when
Israel broke rules, moral laws and
engaged nefarious deeds and so it
is reasonable to point the finger
at the zionists in our society being
engaged in distracting attention
away from Israeli misdeeds over

the last 16 months.

Yours sincerely
Denis Doherty
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C Bartholomew

Have you ever thought that the land-
scapes around you look too beauti-
ful? Have you ever thought that your
life needs a bit more of that excite-
ment that only rampant fire danger
can bring? Have you ever wanted to
cut costs by spending more money?
If you’re in the US, then the Trump-
Musk duo’s attacks on parks and for-
ests have you covered. If you’re Aussie,
then the recent track record of the
Liberals and Nationals ought to give
you an idea of what to look forward
to if Dutton wins government.

TRUMP AND MUSK CUT
DOWN FOREST WORKERS

Trump’s war on the federal workforce
led by Musk’s Department of Government
Efficiency has been fast and widespread.
Musk, who has long relied on government
contracts for the survival of Tesla and SpaceX,
and Trump, who signed the Great American
Outdoors Act during his first term, both seem
eager to target the National Park Service, the
US Forest Service, and the Department of
the Interior as supposed government waste.

Some 3,400 employees of the US Forest
Service and around 2,300 from Depart-
ment of the Interior, which includes 1,000
workers from the National Park Service
alongside employees from the Bureau of
Land Management and the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, have been terminated by the
Trump-Musk administration. Most of these
workers were ‘probationary,” meaning they
had been in their current positions for less
than one year. While this means new hires
were targeted, this group also includes newly
promoted workers and seasonal employees,
who are relied upon due to the fluctuating
environmental and tourism needs of parks
and forests.

Several news outlets have reported that
many of these fired workers received the same
email which blamed their termination on
performance issues. Sent from Forest Service
Human Resources Director Deedra Fogle,
the email read “You have not demonstrated
that your further employment at the Agency
would be in the public interest.” However,
significant numbers of those who have been
fired were consistently commended in pos-
itive annual reviews, demonstrating that
performance had nothing to do with the
mass terminations.

DANGEROUS
CONSEQUENCES

The Park Service alone contributes more
than $55.6 billion to the USA’s national
economy, while accounting for only one-fif-
teenth of 1 per cent of the federal budget.
325 million people visit the USA’s National
Park sites each year, with 159 million using
national forests. The workers affected by
Trump and Musk’s cuts clear downed trees

Trump - and
the Coalition’s past and future
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Australians should be looking to
the US as a grave warning

from trails, coordinate volunteer programs,
support conservation efforts, work with local
fisheries and other industries, and maintain
toilets, waste disposal, and other key pieces
of infrastructure. Americans on their spring
break or summer holidays and international
tourists looking for a glimpse of American
wilderness may now find themselves deal-
ing with shut or overworked visitor centres,
impassable trails, closed or garbage-covered
campsites, unavailable education or guide
programs, and overflowing toilets.

One of the biggest concerns for both
people and habitats is the effect of the job
and funding cuts on fire safety. Many of the
workers terminated by the Trump-Musk
scheme contributed to both firefighting
and fire prevention efforts. Additionally,
thousands of wildland firefighters have had
their jobs thrown into jeopardy by the gov-
ernment-wide hiring freeze. Federal agen-
cies rely upon seasonal firefighters during
high-risk periods. The Forest Service has
claimed these positions are exempt from
the hiring freeze. Many wildland firefighters

Sydney Vigil

STOP

¥ USA BLOCKADE
ON CUBA

415 pm fill 5:00 pm Monday 17 March
USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney

themselves, however, reported having their
jobs frozen despite the claimed exemptions.

More than 17,000 wildland fire staffers,
many in seasonal roles, were hired by federal
agencies last year. Many of those workers
have now had their job offers rescinded, or
their transfers and promotions put on hold,
which has brought widespread disruption
to onboarding and training. The freeze on
federal spending has cut off support for
programs including preventative burns,
with officials unclear on what funding has
been restored following recent court rulings.
Tribes who manage their own fire crews are
now unsure if they will receive their federal
support. Engine crews may see themselves
entering danger without a certified leader
due to onboarding delays.

Even if firefighters themselves are exempt,
key support personnel have been lost due to
the job cuts. Firefighters and fire chiefs have
reported losing crucial staff such as aviation
managers, needed for helicopter crews,
and mapping specialists, who provide vital
information. Recruitment and retention of
firefighters is also an issue. Firefighters in
the US have long suffered inadequate worker
protections as they contend with unreliable
seasonal positions, long hours, and exposure
to both dangerous conditions and cancerous
substances, all with little pay. Wildland fire
officials have noted that even without offi-
cial terminations, the doubt and confusion
will likely see many seasonal workers leave
for employment elsewhere. State, tribal,
and local leaders, even including Canadian
officials such as those in the province of
Saskatchewan, have begun collaborating
in preparation for a fire season made more
dangerous without federal support.

WARNINGS FOR
AUSTRALIA

Ahead of the upcoming election, Aus-
tralians should be looking to the US as a
grave warning. In fact, these events should

be familiar to Australian onlookers. The
Coalition and their state counterparts have
an atrocious track record for both environ-
mental and fire management. The NSW
Liberal Party cut tens of millions from fire
services to disastrous effect, while Scott
Morrison went on holiday in Hawaii after his
government failed to act on expert warnings
about the oncoming bushfire crisis. Cuts to
health, communications, the CSIRO, and the
Bureau of Meteorology have harmful impacts
on resources critical for disaster response.

The Coalition has continued support for
logging — even getting involved in illegal
logging activity — despite warnings about
its impact on both conservation and fire
safety efforts. Logging in NSW actually runs
at a loss, meaning taxpayers are funding
the destruction of their own landscapes for
no benefit other than the profits of foreign
companies. Dutton seems eager to contin-
ue this trend, with his energy plan set to
make Australians pay for the second-most
expensive form of energy, gas, to eventually
(if ever) set up the most expensive form of
energy, nuclear.

The Coalition’s attacks on the public
sector may be done in the name of cost-cut-
ting, but they only end up delivering more
expense as the government subsidises the
corporate bottom line. Morrison spent
more than $20 billion on consultants and
outsourcing in his final year, while Dutton
handed half a billion to Paladin, at the time
run out of a shed, and other public funds to
companies who were under investigation by
the Australian Federal Police.

Dutton has promised to cut red and
green tape and set himself up as the mining
industry’s best mate, all with his pal Rine-
hart at his side. Australians should look to
the grave example of the Trump-Musk duo’s
war on the American landscape, as well as
the Coalition’s own past performance, rife
with incompetence and corruption, as dire
warnings of the future that may lie ahead. &
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Israel’s deployment
of tanks Is a
systematic
continuation
of genocide,
displacement, and
annexation

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expa-
triates of the State of Palestine warns of the

Katz’s statements, the deployment of tanks, and the
deliberate intimidation of unarmed civilians — as a
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Israeli occupation army’s deployment of heavy
tanks around Jenin, considering it a prelude
to expanding its crimes against the Palestini-
an people — particularly in the northern occu-
pied West Bank and its refugee camps.

This escalation comes as Israel’s ‘Defense’ Minister,
Israel Katz, boasts that the Israeli occupation army
will prevent displaced Palestinians from returning
to their homes and has ordered an extended military
presence in the area.

Israeli occupation forces have already forcibly
displaced 40,000 Palestinian residents from refugee

grave escalation in the occupied West Bank and a
flagrant attempt to entrench genocide and forced
displacement against a defenceless people.

The Ministry renews its urgent calls for the inter-
national community to intervene immediately to
restrain Israel’s unchecked aggression, which continues
in blatant violation of international law and signed
agreements, and to compel Israel to end its assault
against the Palestinian people and their fundamental
rights, foremost among them being the inalienable
right to remain on their land.

(statement forwarded from the General Delegation of

camps in the northern occupied West Bank.

The Ministry views these developments — including

Palestine to Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific) &

Sinn Feéin leadership rules
out US visit in protest
against Gaza ethnic

Sinn Féin’s leadership will not
attend an event at the White
House in “a principled stance
against the threat of mass
expulsion of the Palestinian
people from Gaza.”

Party president Mary Lou
McDonald and Northern Ireland
First Minister Michelle O’Neill,
Sinn Fein’s vice-president, made
the announcement today.

Senior Sinn Féin figures usually
travel to the United States every
year around the time that the
Taoiseach takes up a traditional
invitation to meet the US president
for St Patrick’s Day events.

Earlier this February, President
Donald Trump suggested that Israel
would turn Gaza over to the US for
redevelopment into the “Riviera of
the Middle East” — a plan involving
the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians
from the territory.

The proposals were widely con-
demned and later comments from
the Trump administration have
suggested that the displacement
would be voluntary and temporary,
though at other times Trump has
said it would be permanent.

McDonald said: “I followed
with growing concern what’s
happening on the ground in Gaza
and the West Bank and, like many

cleansing

other Irish people, have listened
in horror to calls from the presi-
dent of the United States for the
mass expulsion of the Palestinian
people from their homes and the
permanent seizure of Palestinian
lands.

“There is also an onus on us
to speak honestly and to act when
we believe a US administration is
wrong, catastrophically so in the
case of Palestine.

“T've thought deeply about this
issue in recent days and listened to
many voices inside and outside of
Sinn Fein.

“I've made the decision not
to attend the event in the White
House this year as a principled
stance against the call for the mass
expulsion of the Palestinian people
from Gaza, something which I
believe demands serious dissent
and objection.”"McDonald said it
remained important for the Taoi-
seach, Fianna F4il leader Micheél
Martin, to attend as he speaks for
the people of Ireland.

She said Martin must use
his expected bilateral meeting
with Trump to “reflect the view
of the Irish people” in support of
Palestine.

O’Neill said she recognised
the positive impact of the US on

Ireland, including the Northern
Ireland peace process.

However, she said she was
standing “on the side of humani-
ty” by not travelling to the White
House.

Speaking at a press conference
in Dublin, the First Minister said:
“The decision to not travel to the
White House has not been taken
lightly, but it is taken very conscious
of the responsibility that each of
us have as individuals to call out
injustice when we see it.

“We are all heartbroken when-
ever we witness the suffering of the
Palestinian people and the recent
comments by the US president
around the mass expulsion of the
Palestinian people from Gaza is
just simply something that I cannot
ignore.”

O’Neill, who has travelled to
the US several times, added: “At
times like this, people look towards
political leaders to stand against
injustice.

“So in the future, whenever our
children and grandchildren ask us
what did we do when the Palestinian
people endured unimaginable suf-
fering, I can say firmly that I stood
on the side of humanity.”

Morning Star &

@ Global Briefs

FRANCE: France is leaving another military base in
Africa. It has handed over its only army base in Céte
d’lvoire (Ilvory Coast) to the Western African nation’s
authorities. The Port-Bouét military base will be
renamed after Thomas Aquilina Ouattara, the first chief
of staff of the Ivorian Army. The transfer of the military
base to Ivory Coast came just days after France agreed
to the complete handover of its bases in Senegal to the
national army by the end of 2025. Last month France
handed over its remaining base in Chad, which had
been France’s last foothold in the troubled Sahel region
after Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger cut ties with Paris
over alleged failure to combat jihadist insurgents. The
Chadian government ended military cooperation with
its former colonial ruler, declaring the pact redundant
last November.

LATVIA: Latvia has blocked access to the website
of the Communist Party of the Russian Federation
(CPRF) and other Russian websites within its territo-
ry. Latvia’'s National Electronic Mass Media Council
(NEPLP) justifies the decision by stating that the
blocked sites distribute content that has been deemed
“contrary to the security and national security inter-
ests of the Latvian information sphere.” The affected
websites include a number of Russian-language daily
newspapers. The Latvian authorities have taken a
number of measures to restrict the use of the Russian
language in nearly all spheres of life, despite it being
the second most spoken language in the country. The
CPRF has condemned the move as “unacceptable,”
arguing that it undermines freedom of speech and
democratic values.

BULGARIA: Ten police officers were injured amid
clashes with protesters in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria.
Supporters of the Revival Party demanded that the
government step down and chanted “No to the Euro!”
Six protesters were detained. The demonstrators
opposed the plan to introduce the euro as the country’s
official currency, while supporters of the move believe it
could bring greater foreign investment to the EU’s poor-
est nation. The Revival Party has consistently opposed
Bulgaria’s entry into the eurozone and has called for
broader public debate on the potential consequences
of adopting the common currency.

GERMANY: UN Rapporteur Francesca Albanese has
defied numerous attempts to silence her, and has given
a keynote speech to Jewish Voice for a just Peace in
the Middle East in Germany. Albanese reiterated the
clear and proven fact that “there is a genocide ongoing”
in Palestine, and condemned the “relentless pressure
and intimidation from German police and authorities.”
Albanese joked that she was looking forward to getting
back to the relative freedom of her home in Tunisia,
saying “I've never felt the sense of lacking oxygen to
speak as | do [in Germany].” Albanese is the eighth
Special Rapporteur on Palestine since the position
was created by the UN General Assembly, but the first
woman to do the job. The intimidation did not succeed
and Albanese was able to tell a German audience that
“it is overwhelmingly documented that Israel commits
intentionally, and as a matter of state policy the great-
est human rights offences.”
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Graham Holton

US President Donald Trump’s flur-
ry of Executive Orders has had a lot
of attention since 20 January, with
Executive Orders affecting Diversity
Equity and Inclusion policies, abol-
ishing USAID (see Guardian 2134),
and ending US membership of the
World Health Organisation all wide-
ly condemned.

Less attention has been paid to Execu-
tive Orders impacting Native tribal nation
citizenship status and federal funding. Two
weeks after the 50th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act, Trump launched
a series of executive orders and federal lay-
offs that have affected billions of dollars in
tribal funding.

Tribes in Indian Country rely on the
transformational self-determination act,
Public Law 638, to help fund hospitals, health
clinics, education, climate projects, agricul-
ture, law enforcement, firefighting and other
programs under the United States’ trust and
treaty obligations. The Trump administration
ordered a freeze of federal grants and loans.
The freeze was rescinded, but tribes report
ongoing problems accessing these funds.
Federal layoffs will affect the Department
of the Interior, the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
the Bureau of Indian Education employees,
and the office of assistant secretary of Indian
Affairs.

Trump’s Executive Order, ‘Unleashing
Alaska’s Extraordinary Resource Potential,’
declares that the federal government will
“immediately review all Department of the
Interior guidance regarding the taking of
Alaska Native lands into trust and all Public
Land Orders withdrawing lands for selection
by Alaska Native Corporations to determine
if any such agency action should be revoked.”
The Trump administration wants increased
natural resource development and a loosen-
ing of the federal government’s reign over
Alaska’s lands.

The Executive Order removes restrictions
within the National Petroleum Reserve of
Alaska, and will restore cancelled oil and
gas leases in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. It expedites permitting and leasing

Trump attacks
Alaska’s tribal sovereignty
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Beaver Creek and the White Mountains, Alaska. Photo: Bob Wick — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

for oil and gas production on Alaska’s North
Slope, and will open up 80 per cent of the
23-million-acre reserve to oil and gas leasing.

LNG development and the Trans-Alas-
ka Pipeline System will worsen the climate
crisis, directly impacting tribal people. In
Alaska, warming temperatures are thaw-
ing permafrost, threatening infrastructure,
and causing devastating coastal erosion. It’s
estimated that oil and gas development in
the Arctic Refuge would release 7.7 billion
tonnes of carbon dioxide.

Sophia Grande in the Alaska Wilder-
ness League writes: “The struggle to protect
Alaska’s wild spaces is a fight for the future
of the planet, for the rights of Indigenous

peoples, and for the climate stability that
we desperately need.”

Ash Nicole LaMont in Honor the Earth
writes: “It’s time for our Tribal leaders to
stand up and lead, to assert our sovereign-
ty, protect our lands, waters, and resources
on behalf of all life, and prevent the federal
government from veering toward tyranny.”

Conservation protections in the Western
Arctic protect key subsistence resources
values were supported by strong science
and Indigenous knowledge. The Tanana
Chiefs Conference (TCC), an Alaska Native
non-profit corporation which advances
Tribal self-determination and regional unity,
is closely monitoring Trump’s Executive

Orders. The TCC advocates for the protection
of subsistence resources.

Environmental groups have filed a law-
suit to stop the Trump administration from
opening up vast new areas to offshore oil
and gas drilling. The lawsuit was filed by
Earthjustice, a nonprofit law firm, on behalf
of several groups. Kristen Miller, executive
director of the Alaska Wilderness League, said
there is no need to open up Alaska for more
oil and gas production. US oil production
was at a record high of 13.5 million barrels
in October 2024.

Trump is obviously on the side of extrac-
tion. It remains to be seen if the US court
system can restrain him. @&

Peter Farmer

The US Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID)
has had funds frozen and is
controversially being inves-
tigated for corruption.
Cuba’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Bruno Rodriguez, has

Cuba denounces USAID

revealed the eye-watering amount
that the allocated to promote a gov-
ernment transition on the island.

On social media, the Cuban
Foreign Minister indicated that
USAID had spent more than $120
million US to support several pro-
jects with the aim of destabilising
the Caribbean island.

The Foreign Minister repudi-
ated the constant pressure, both
cultural and economic, of the
United States towards the Cuban
population, and insisted that they
will not succeed in annihilating the
Revolution.

Both Rodriguez and Miguel
Diaz-Canel, the Cuban president,

have denounced the USAID support
to subversive activities. According
to them, the agency allocated 61
million dollars between 2001 and
2006 to 142 projects and illicit
actions directed against the island.

For decades, the US government
has supported financially and in
large amounts, various initiatives

both internal and external to Cuba,
all with the goal of dismantling the
Cuban Revolution. USAID has been
alarge part of that. &

Germany’s conservative bloc claims election victory

Chen Qingging

Germany’s conservative bloc, the
Christian Democratic Union (CDU)
and the Christian Social Union (CSU),
have won the German federal elec-
tion, according to preliminary results.

CDU/CSU secured 28.5 per cent of the
vote, followed by the Alternative for Germa-
ny (AfD) with 20.6 per cent and the Social
Democratic Party (SPD) with 16.5 per cent,
Xinhua reported, citing German public
broadcaster ARD.

The Greens came in fourth with 11.8 per
cent, ahead of Die Linke (The Left) with 8.7
per cent. The Free Democratic Party (FDP)
and Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance (BSW) are
projected to receive 4.4 per cent and 4.9 per
cent, respectively.

The election will determine the composi-
tion of the next Bundestag, Germany’s lower
house of parliament. A party must receive at
least 5 percent of the national vote to gain
representation in the Bundestag.

CDU leader Friedrich Merz is poised to
become the next chancellor, but he is likely
to face difficult coalition talks, German media
Deutsche Welle reported.

Merz faces complex and lengthy coalition
negotiations after the far-right Alternative for
Germany (AfD) surged to a historic second
place in a fractured vote after the collapse of
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s three-way alliance.

On transatlantic relations, Merz prom-
ised to “achieve independence” from the US,
saying that Germany had to fundamentally
remake its security arrangements and end a
decades-long reliance on Washington, given

that US President Donald Trump was “largely
indifferent” to Europe’s fate, the Financial
Times reported.

Trump hailed Sunday as a “great day
for Germany” after an election in which the
center-right opposition won first place fol-
lowed by the far-right AfD with its strongest
result ever, Reuters reported.

On the Ukraine crisis, Merz urged earlier
a close cooperation between Europe and the
US in seeking a lasting peace in Ukraine.

Jiang Feng, a professor of European
Studies at the Shanghai International Stud-
ies University and president of the Shang-
hai Association of Regional and Country
Studies, told the Global Times that as Merz
advocates for Europe’s participation in the
Ukraine issue and emphasizes the need to
protect Ukraine’s interests, if he does not

adjust this strategy, improving ties with the
US could face obstacles.

Jiang noted that in the short term,
improving relations with the US also seems
unrealistic due to the foreseeable difficulties
in forming a coalition government. Domes-
tic political challenges may leave little room
for breakthroughs in foreign policy, he
emphasised.

Reuters said that Merz’s victory opens
a new era of German uncertainty, as long
months lie ahead before he can build the coa-
lition he needs with one or two other parties.

“The European Union’s powerhouse
will remain without a proper government
in a heated geopolitical context, just as its
economy is entering its third year of crisis,”
Reuters said.

Global Times &
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Cuba steps up on
HPV vaccination

The purpose is to achieve the
elimination of cervical cancer
related to the virus.

Cuba is strengthening the health
sector to support the introduction
in the country, for the first time,
of the vaccine against the human
papillomavirus (HPV).

Initially, it will be applied to a
group of 68,524 nine-year-old girls,
taking into account the following
scheme: one dose of 0.5 millilitres
intramuscularly, and two doses in
girls diagnosed with an immuno-
deficient disease, explained Dr.
Lena Lopez Ambron, head of the
National Immunization Program

of the Ministry of Public Health
(Minsap).

According to a report by Prensa
Latina, the coverage objective is
equal or higher than 95 per cent,
and the goal is to achieve the elim-
ination of HPV-related cervical
cancer, with less than four cases
in 100,000 women per year, she
explained.

The immunisation will be pos-
sible thanks to the joint efforts of
the Global Alliance for Vaccines
and Immunization, Minsap, and
the Pan American Health Organi-
zation/World Health Organization
(PAHO/WHO), according to the

national workshop on cervical
cancer control held recently.

According to Dr Miguel
Gonzalez, advisor at the PAHO/
WHO Representation on the island,
vaccination against HPV is one of
the measures that are part of the
global initiative for the elimina-
tion of cervical cancer, together
with early detection and access to
treatment.

By 2030, the global goal is
to vaccinate 9o per cent of girls,
detect lesions early in 70 per cent
of women, and treat 9o per cent of
patients, he said. @&
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Extreme heat forces school
closures in South Sudan

Soaring temperatures in South Sudan have
forced the closure of schools nationwide for
two weeks, heightening the risk of child mar-
riage, child labor, and recruitment into armed
groups, Save the Children warned recently.

With temperatures expected to reach 42°C soon,
the South Sudanese government announced school
closures for at least two weeks. Additionally, work-
ing hours for public employees are being reduced for
over two weeks.

This is not the first time South Sudan has had to
take such measures. In March 2024, schools remained
closed for two weeks during a heatwave that saw tem-
peratures soar to 45°C.

Christopher Nyamandi, Save the Children’s Direc-
tor in South Sudan, emphasised the long-term impact
of school closures. “Closing the classroom door often
means closing the door to a stable and healthy future,”
Nyamandi said.

He highlighted that the COVID-19 pandemic
and sudden floods had already disrupted education,

showing that the longer children stay out of school,
the less likely they are to return.

This education gap can lead to increased exposure
to dangers, including child labor, early marriage, and
recruitment by armed groups, as families struggle
to survive.

South Sudan’s Minister of Environment, Josephine
Nafon Kosmos, called the heatwave a “serious threat
to public health.”

She urged citizens to take precautions, such as
avoiding direct sunlight and staying hydrated.

As climate change continues to intensify extreme
weather events, humanitarian organisations are
increasingly concerned about the vulnerability of
children in fragile regions like South Sudan.

The situation underscores the urgent need for
climate adaptation strategies, educational support,
and protection mechanisms to shield children from
the worsening impacts of climate-related crises.
Save the Children &
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Climate change’s
greatest victims

The climate crisis is not gender neutral. Women and girls
experience the greatest impacts, which amplify exist-
ing gender inequalities and pose unique threats to their
livelihoods, health, and safety. Across the world, women
depend more on, yet have less access to, natural resourc-
es. In many regions, women bear a disproportionate
responsibility for securing food, water, and fuel. Agriculture
is the most important employment sector for women in
low- and lower-middle income countries. During periods of
drought and erratic rainfall, women, as agricultural workers
and primary procurers, work harder to secure income and
resources for their families. This puts added pressure on
girls, who often have to leave school to help their mothers
manage the increased burden.

Sajida Batool and her family had nothing to eat for 15 days
as a result of the 2022 floods in Pakistan. Their house was
under water, they contracted malaria but could not access
medicines or hospitals. Her education suffered. Sajida is
just one of 33 million Pakistani victims of the catastrophic
floods, who lost their lives, homes, and livelihoods.

Turkana county is one of the most arid areas of Kenya.
Several years of inadequate rainfall have pushed coping
capacities to the brink. Women struggle to collect enough
water, but when food is scarce, they eat less than men.

The UN estimates that 80 per cent of the people displaced
by climate change are women. Last year’s devastating
floods alone left almost 650,000 pregnant Pakistani women
deprived of access to healthcare, forced to give birth under
the open sky. The relentless floods also left eight million
girls and women without access to basic menstrual hygiene
products and toilets to manage their period.

As gender-based violence is exacerbated by climate crises,
girls are more likely to be traded off into child marriages in
return for food amidst climate-induced starvation. Climate
change is not just an environmental phenomenon, it is a
social injustice crisis that aggravates existing injustices in
communities. Any discussion on climate action is tokenis-
tic in nature and futile in structure unless it addresses the
plight of women in climate crises.

Climate change is a ‘threat multiplier’ — it escalates social,
political, and economic tensions in fragile and conflict-af-
fected settings. As climate change drives conflict across
the world, women and girls face increased vulnerability. to
all forms of gender-based violence, including conflict-relat-
ed sexual violence, human trafficking, child marriage, and
other forms of violence.

When disasters strike, women are less likely to survive
and more likely to be injured due to long standing gender
inequalities that have created disparities in information,
mobility, decision-making, and access to resources and
training. In the aftermath, women and girls are less able to
access relief and assistance, further threatening their liveli-
hoods, wellbeing and recovery, and creating a vicious cycle
of vulnerability to future disasters.

Women’s and girls’ health is endangered by climate change
and disasters by limiting access to services and health
care, as well as increasing risks related to maternal and
child health.

With women across the world rallying for their rights and
demanding climate justice, hope for change is not dim.
From their mass demonstrations against gender-based
violence in France in 2019, to the ongoing fight for repro-
ductive rights in Argentina; from the recent ‘Women, Life,
Freedom’ movement in Iran, to their leadership of climate
marches, women have proven that they possess the poten-
tial to organise the masses, lead them and speak truth to
power.
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Women have long been on the front
lines of the battle to build a more just
world.

LAS BARTOLINAS
MOVEMENT (BOLIVIA)

The Bartolina Sisa National Confeder-
ation of Peasant Women of Bolivia (whose
members are known as ‘Las Bartolinas’) is
the most influential women’s movement
in Bolivia.

The confederation, named in homage to
the Aymara hero Bartolina Sisa (one of the
most emblematic women of Latin America’s
eighteenth century anti-colonial struggles),
was founded on 10 January 1980 in a national
congress, continuing the legacy of the deci-
sive role that many women played through
peasant women’s unions during the period
of military dictatorships.

This movement emerged and developed
as Bolivia rebuilt its democracy and as pop-
ular organisations began to regroup. It was
created with the vision that rural women
would fully participate in this process
through their own organisation and would
be able to fully participate in roadblocks,
hunger strikes, marches, and other forms
of collective action by peasants.

Las Bartolinas seek to reclaim land and
food sovereignty as well as dignity among
Bolivia’s peasant and Indigenous women.

The confederation seeks the equal
participation of women in political, social,
and economic spaces through the Aymara
framework of chacha warmi as a concept
of gender equality. They also promote the
ongoing education and training of women
as the only way to free their minds from
oppression and ignorance and achieve true
freedom.

Las Bartolinas fight for the social, eco-
nomic, political, and cultural advancement
of peasant, indigenous, and Afro-Bolivian
women. They also strive to build a politi-
cal platform for peasant, indigenous, and
Afro-Bolivian women based on their nation-
ality, political program, unity, reciprocity,
and solidarity with the country’s labour and
popular organisations.

Rather than join the existing organisation
formed by men, the Unified Confederation
of Peasant Workers of Bolivia (CSUTB),
Las Bartolinas built their own identity as an
autonomous movement of peasant women,
forming their own confederation with the
same influence and importance. They are part
of the fight against illiteracy in the country-
side, demanding public and free education
for children in coordination with parents,
teachers, and education authorities.

The Bartolina Sisa Confederation soon
took on a leading role in the country. In 1994,
the confederation was among the organisa-
tions that founded the Political Instrument
for the Sovereignty of the Peoples (IPSP),
later to be known as MAS-IPSP, with the
aim of securing a leading role and direct
participation in the country’s parliamentary
politics. MAS-IPSP would later become the
party through which the working, indigenous,
and peasant classes came to power for over
a decade, beginning with the presidency of
Evo Morales.

Latin American
Women of Revolution

During this period, the organisation
directly participated in the state and in form-
ing public policy, such as seeking to guar-
antee the political participation of Bolivian
women through a policy of gender parity.
It has since become impossible to speak of
Bolivian politics without recognising the
pioneering role of Las Bartolinas. Today,
women who are part of the organisation hold
senior positions in the state and are leaders
of regional politics.

Las Bartolinas’ leading role among Boliv-
ian social movements and their influence
on Bolivian public policy represent a huge
step forward in terms of women’s political
participation in the country.

DONA NINA (BRAZIL)

“I began my activism very early, without
realising I was an activist, you know? As
a feminist, from home, in the struggle
for independence.”

Maria Madalena dos Santos, better known
as Dona Nina, is seventy-three years old and
has two daughters, three sons, three grand-
daughters, and two grandsons. She was born
in the quilombola community of Cafundé
dos Crioulos in the city of Santa Maria da
Vitéria, Bahia State, where she began and
continues her activism.

Dona Nina is a rural quilombola woman,
a popular educator, trade unionist, and the
president of her community association.

She became involved in organising around
the struggle of rural women in the early 1980s
following attacks on peasants in her home
region, including through land evictions,
displacement caused by the construction
of dams, and the extreme exploitation of
their labour, which mostly fell on peasant
women who, at the time, received a quarter
of what men received for a day’s work. She
later learned that the same phenomenon
was taking place in several regions across
the country, and that rural women were also
organising there.

In the 1980s, there was a resurgence of
popular organisations in Brazil. In Bahia,
Dona Nina, together with other rural women,
realised that they needed autonomous and
self-organised processes; without this, their
demands would not be included as part of
broader struggles. So, she became one of
the coordinators of the National Platform of
Rural Women Workers (ANMTR) and actively
participated in the struggles to ensure that
social security programmes and protections
would be included in the 1988 Constitution.
She was also the coordinator of the national
campaign, ‘No undocumented rural workers.’

The fight for a better world led Dona Nina
to travel all over Brazil and the world, where
she participated in debates on the need for a
global peasant organisation and in the first
congresses of international farmers organisa-
tion, La Via Campesina (‘the peasant way’).
Dona Nina was instrumental in the creation
of the national Peasant Women’s Movement
(MMC) in 2004, which emerged together
with the international peasants’ movement.
As the coordinator of peasant women in the
northeast, she travelled to several states to
discuss the importance of a national move-
ment so that the feminist and peasant struggle
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would become a reality. Dona Nina recalls:
“It was not easy; some people didn’t want
it [to happen], and they got in the way, but
we knew it was important that women be
fully included in the term ‘peasant.” Today,
we have achieved that.”

Now 73, Dona Nina continues to contrib-
ute to the political coordination of the MMC
in Bahia. She is a guardian of indigenous
seeds and of the Cerrado savanna, serving as
inspiration for resistance and commitment
to women'’s struggles in the fields, forests,
and wetlands. She is part of the living history
of popular peasant feminism.

ARLEN SIU:
THE MOCKINGBIRD TELLS
OF ARLEN

Arlen Siu was a poet, artist, intellectual,
and revolutionary.

She was born in Jinotepe, in the depart-
ment of Carazo in Nicaragua on 15 July
1955. Siu grew up in an intercultural family,
her father a migrant of Chinese origin and
her mother Nicaraguan. Considering the
financial means of Arlen’s family and her
intelligence, she could have achieved any of
the goals that young women of her time and
economic status set for themselves. However,
she chose to be a guerrilla fighter, and, with
that commitment, she decided to take to the
mountains, where the cruelty of the Somoza
dictatorship was most relentless.

Arlen was a gifted writer, and she used her
words to express her indignation in the face
of injustice. Among her most revealing pieces
was the final letter she sent to her parents:

“Mankind’s determined struggle to
achieve perfection is true love. We are
more authentic insofar as we break
down barriers and limitations, bravely
and optimistically confronting the
vicissitudes that appear along the way.
One day, you come to discover that we
are capable of more than what is asked
of us, and that we can achieve what for
some is forbidden or impossible.”

With each of her revolutionary acts,
Arlen became more authentic. Such was the
case in December 1974, when after having
accompanied over five hundred workers
rebelling against the abuses committed by
the textile company Sacos Centroamerica-
nos, SA (SACSA) in Diriamba, Carazo, she

Photo: UN Women/Bruno Spada — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)
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organised study circles with worker leaders.
In these circles, she made use of two com-
muniqués issued by the Sandinista National
Liberation Front (FSLN) during their raid on
Minister Chema Castillo’s house and during
the release of Somoza’s captured henchmen
in exchange for FSLN political prisoners. On
1 August 1975, Arlen was killed in action in El
Sauce, Ledn, in the west of Nicaragua, while
covering for her comrades as they retreated
during an unequal battle against three hun-
dred armed national guards.

Arlen Siu did not live to see the triumph
of the Sandinista Popular Revolution in
1979, but she nonetheless played a key role
in the struggle and in organising workers
and the population. Even after her death,
she inspired the Asociacién de Trabajadores
del Campo (Rural Workers’ Association) in
their work building a rural workers’ social
movement through her poem Maria Rural
(‘Rural Maria’).

Rural Maria
By Arlen Siu

Along the country paths

You carry your sorrow with you
Your sorrow of love and tears
In your womb of clay and earth

Your earthenware jar

That you fill year after year
With the seed that is sown
By the peasant in his poverty

Today | want to sing to you, rural Maria
Oh, mother of the countryside

Mother without equal

Today | want to sing

Of your poor children

Your sad debris

Your maternal pain

Malnutrition and poverty

Are what surround you
Assilent straw hut

Just the murmur of the jungle

Your hands are of cedar

Your eyes the sadness of dusk
Your tears the mud

That you shed in the mountains
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