Israel’s war on Gaza has killed at least
18,000 Palestinian children as the
current Israeli attacks target areas
across the Gaza Strip, from north to
south, including Jabalia, Beit Hanoon,
Gaza City, Nuseirat, Deir el-Balah,
Khan Younis, and Rafah. Areas that
had been designated as safe humani-
tarian zones, including the al-Mawasi
area, have also been attacked.

In western Gaza City, a group of civilians,
including a woman with special needs, was
attacked in front of al-Rantisi Children’s
Hospital.

Additionally, two schools sheltering
displaced families, al-Tabin School in Daraj,
Gaza City, and Dar al-Fadhila School north-
west of Rafah City, were bombed. At least
25 people were killed.

Al Jazeera reports that people are starving
with no access to water or food. The water
desalination plant that was providing water
for 500,000 Palestinians is not working due
to Israel cutting off the electricity.

Entire families have been wiped out
again. Among them was the family of Ramy
Abdu’s sister Nesreen whose home was
bombed in Gaza City at about 4:30 am. Abdu
is the chairman of the Euro-Mediterranean
Human Rights Monitor. Nesreen, her children
Ubaida, Omer, and Layan, as well as Ubaida’s
wife, Malak and their young children, Siwar
and Mohammed, were all killed.

Defence for Children International-Pales-
tine reported that at least 174 children were
among the dead.

“Today marks one of the largest one-day
child death tolls in Gaza in history,” said
Ayed Abu Eqtaish, a program director with
the children’s rights group.

“Israeli forces have signed a death war-
rant for Palestinian children in Gaza as
they carry out nonstop attacks, continue to
destroy civilian infrastructure and prevent
any humanitarian aid from reaching Pal-
estinians in need. This is nothing short of
genocide,” he added.

Israel also ordered the evacuation of areas
of eastern Gaza near Jabaliya in the north
and Khan Younis in the south.

Hamas remains the de facto ruling
authority in Gaza despite Israel’s stated
aim of destroying it during the offensive
beginning in October 2023. Hamas officials
have accused Israel of repeatedly violating
the fragile ceasefire that came into effect on
19 January.

The first phase of the ceasefire, lasting 42
days, largely brought an end to 15 months
of Israeli attacks that killed at least 48,000
people in Gaza since October 2023, including
more than 18,000 children. The terms of the
second phase of the deal had not yet been
agreed upon by Israel and Hamas.
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Israel murder
18,000 children

The ceasefire was supposed to allow
for a surge in humanitarian aid. But Israel
ordered the closure of Gaza’s crossings more
than two weeks ago, creating a new food
crisis in the territory, where people have
endured deprivation of life essentials such
as electricity, fuel, adequate food and clean
water since October 2023.

MONSTROUS CRIME

The Communist Party of Australia
denounces the latest aggression by Israel.
These attacks continue the Zionist regime’s
genocide against the Palestinian people and
threatens to spread the conflict in the region
and to the wider world.

The calculated use of deadly force by
the Israeli military, with the support of
US imperialism, against the Palestinian
population in the occupied territories is a
monstrous crime, and cannot be tolerated
by the international community.

The CPA condemns the atrocities being
committed by the Israeli military, most nota-
bly, the cold-blooded murder of children.

The Communist Party of Australia reaf-
firms its solidarity with the Palestinian people
in their struggle for self-determination and
the formation of an independent state.

We support the charges of genocide
against Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu
brought to the International Court of Justice
by the South African government.

The CPA insists that a just solution must
culminate in the creation of an independ-
ent Palestinian state and the withdrawal of
Israeli occupying forces from all occupied

kly l

#2139 31 March 2025

WWW.CPa.org.au

ISSN 1325-295X

territories, including occupied East Jeru-
salem, as directed by UN Resolution 242.

This must also include the release of all
political prisoners and the implementation
of the “Right of Return” of the Palestinian
people who have been dispossessed and
forced from their land and homes since
1948. &

Updates

killed was a child.

consciousness.”

» On 25 March, Israeli missile strikes across the Gaza Strip killed more than 60
Palestinians, including women and children, the Gaza Health Ministry said.

* The Oscar-winning director of No Other Land, Hamdan Ballal, has been attacked
by illegal Israeli settlers on the occupied West Bank, and taken away by soldiers.

« Israel has attacked Lebanon, killing seven people and injuring 40. One of those

» The Israeli government has been accused of choosing to “give up the hostages”
by a group that represents the families of Israeli hostages.

» A UN official has called the ongoing attacks a “bloody stain on our collective

* Israel killed an Al Jazeera reporter, Hossam Shabat, in Gaza, on 24March.

« Israel’s heritage minister has claimed that Netanyahu sacked an intelligence chief
because Ronen Bar, head of Israel’s internal security service Shin Bet “believes
in the distorted concept of establishing a Palestinian state.”

Full coverage of Federal Budget

in next week’s issue
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We won’t be broken up

Tariffs are in the news. US President Trump likes
using tariffs as a threat, and there has been a lot
of hand-wringing about Australia facing tariffs on
its products, despite years of sucking up to the USA
and our exports being no problem for US industry.
There’s also been worry about the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme or PBS, the scheme which makes
our medicines affordable (see page 3 this issue).
US pharmaceutical giants don’t like dealing with
a single buyer in the form of the Australian gov-
ernment. They’d rather deal with lots of individual
doctors or pharmacies, or even better, consumers.

This should ring a bell. What large companies
are set up to do is to make the maximum profit
possible. Consumers want the most affordable prod-
ucts. Workers want a fair return for their labour.
It’s a contest the companies want to win. You’re
less likely to win if your opponent is strong. When
your opponent is a lot of people, one way to win is
to divide them to make them smaller.

It’'s good that both our major parties are standing
up for the PBS. They’d be in trouble if they didn’t
and Australians suddenly couldn’t afford life-saving
medicines. But there are other areas where big
companies — capital — is use the same approach
to shift the power imbalance between them and
people like you and me who stand in the way of
maximum profits.

An obvious example is industrial relations.
Wages and safety conditions are a major cost for
big companies. Who’s got more money, you or
Woolworths? Who’s got more trained industrial
relations lawyers and experts — you or Woodside?
Employers consistently do their best to break the
workforce down to the smallest possible units to
make the power imbalance as large as possible.

Capital knows the working class can only be
defeated if it’s divided. There’s a reason people
chant ‘The workers united/can never be defeated’
at demonstrations. It’s true. People who work for
a living, also known as the working class, vastly
outnumber the people who own the large compa-
nies that employ us. Really united and militant
workers are unstoppable. So capital works hard to
make bargaining units smaller. Bargaining across
industries was broken down to ‘enterprises,’ so
companies are only dealing with workers at one
company. Next up, the workplace level — even
better. The ultimate goal was what John Howard
went for in 2007 with “WorkChoices,” which tried
to make it easier for companies to bargain with
workers without collective representation. Do you
feel stronger than your employer?

The divide and conquer approach isn’t the whole
story, of course. Employer bodies also campaign
hard to restrict the right to strike, and the Labor
government we have right now has stolen an entire
union from its members by appointing unelected
administrators and using members’ funds to pay
for the exercise, all on the basis of a media cam-
paign, mostly not tested in any court. But breaking
us up into smaller manageable units is always an
important part of big capital’s game.

Don’t fall for it. You are part of a community, a
workforce, a collective. Look around and get into
it! Join your union. Join your community.

The Communist Party of Australia supports un-
ions and solidarity. Consider joining or supporting
the Party, and if you appreciate this paper’s role,
subscribe or donate to the Press Fund.
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Trapping us in poverty:
Welfare recipients
urge government to
raise the rate

It’s five years since the Morrison government
announced the Coronavirus Supplement and raised
the rate of JobSeeker, Youth Allowance, and limited
other welfare payments to around the poverty line
and suspended ‘mutual’ obligations during the initial
waves of COVID shutdowns.

Overnight, they passed legislation to introduce it,
and showed to millions of us that it could be done —
Morrison’s Coalition government and governments
since, have been choosing not to do it.

On the same date this year, indexation will increase
payments by a measly $1.55 per week, a stark differ-
ence to the $275 per week Coronavirus Supplement
payment.

To commemorate this, the Australian Unemployed
Workers’ Union (AUWU), Nobody Deserves Poverty,
Antipoverty Centre, Anti-Poverty Network Queens-
land, Anti-Poverty Network South Australia, and
other anti-poverty advocates held a press conference
at Parliament House to look back on that time, and
call on the government to raise the rate of all income
support payments above the poverty line and abolish
“mutual” obligations as a first priority coming into
the federal election.

AUWTU has also hosted an online event to discuss
and reflect the Coronavirus Supplement and the
impact it had on people during it’s short-lived time,
and compare that to how people are struggling below
the poverty line today.

Avery Howard, spokesperson for the Australian
Unemployed Workers’ Union and JobSeeker recipient
said “With the fourth Budget from this government

... they have shown us time and time again that they
are choosing to keep millions of us in poverty.

“The Supplement made it obvious that they can
vastly alleviate poverty in Australia, but they are inten-
tionally keeping us back in some misguided attempt
at a ‘responsible budget.’

“There’s never anything responsible about trap-
ping people in poverty.”

Fiona Moore, spokesperson for Nobody Deserves
Poverty and Disability Support Pension recipient said
that the Coronavirus Supplement in 2020 showed
that governments can choose to lift people out of
poverty overnight.

With the Supplement, people were happier and
healthier — able to buy fresh fruit and vegetables
and the medications they needed. Many were able
to actually find work in this time without the added
survival pressures of poverty.

“Keeping people in poverty is unnecessary, and
subsidies are no substitute to giving people cash to
support themselves.”

Jayden Oxton-White, spokesperson for Anti-Pov-
erty Network Queensland and Disability Support and
pension recipient said “2020 was the first time in
decades that we had a substantial raise to JobSeek-
er. This showed people that both major parties were
well aware just how dire the situation is for people
on income support payments.

“The fact that they then took it away further illus-
trates just how callous this colonial system is to those
who are disenfranchised.”

AUWU &

capitalism.”
Agapi Pashos, Democritus League Secretary

Joshua Clover, Marxist academic

Quotes of the Week

“Working women do not face a glass ceiling. They face a concrete wall of

“Money moves toward profit and if there is no profit, it does not move.”

“It’s a bit awkward when your signature policy — nuclear —is the one policy
you’re trying to avoid. The simple answer is to dump it.”
Liberals against Nuclear, in the understatement of the week

Rally for Palestine in Boorloo/Perth Saturday 22 March. Photo: V
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Amid all the angst and tur-
bulence surrounding Pres-
ident Trump’s global tariff
trade war, Big Pharma in the
USA have their sights set on
destroying Australia’s Phar-
maceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS).

In a formal submission to the
US trade department the transna-
tional pharmaceutical companies
called on Trump to impose puni-
tive tariffs on Australia because it
subsidises medicines for millions of
patients. The submission described
the PBS as one of the most “egre-
gious and discriminatory” pro-
grams, accusing it of cutting prices
and blocking US exporters.

The US pharmaceutical industry
is by far the largest and the most
profitable exporter of pharmaceu-
tical products in the world. But as
capitalists, they can never rake in
enough profits.

In the USA, Big Pharma is an
extremely powerful lobby group.
Their senior executives are no
strangers when it comes to being
wined and dined at Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago Florida estate.

The industry’s submission
blames the Pharmaceutical Bene-
fits Advisory Committee (PBAC),
the expert group that advises the
Australian government on whether
a medication should be added to
the PBS, for putting barriers in the
way of US exports.

AFFORDABILITY
A ‘CRIMF’

“PBAC conducts biased health
technology assessments that
compare innovative medicines to
the lowest-cost comparator,” the
submission says, adding that this
punishes the US companies.

Yes, the PBAC and government
add the lowest cost medications
where they are comparable in per-
formance and content. Big Pharma
sees putting patients first as a crime!

“Australia creates unneces-
sary data requirements and other
administrative hurdles to secure
PBS listing, causing significant
delays,” the submission says.

It also blames the PBS for
“unreasonable patient access
delays” because the government
takes time to consider new med-
icines and decide whether they
should receive a public subsidy
to make medicines affordable for
patients.

Apparently putting patients
first warrants severe punishment.
If Australia refuses to give Big
Pharma unfettered access without
full scientific verification of their
veracity and safety by the Therapeu-
tical Goods Administration (TGA),
the US pharmaceutical companies
are calling on Trump to retaliate
with tariffs.
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PBS: Need not greed

This attempt to interfere in
the PBS is an attack on Australia’s
sovereignty.

Labor’s health minister, Mark
Butler, publicly stood his ground
defending the PBS. “The American
industry may well want the US
administration to try to encourage
us to do less of that price reduction.
That obviously taps into the profits
that very profitable industry makes.
But we're simply not going to do
it,” he said.

“T want to make it absolutely
clear it’s simply not up for nego-
tiation from our point of view. It
shouldn’t be a surprise, I guess,
that Big Pharma want to sell their
medicines at top dollar. But we
want to make them cheaper ....
We see the PBS as a critical pillar
to what we proudly think is one of
the best healthcare systems on the
planet. We're simply not going to
negotiate around it.”

Both Labor and the Coalition
have refused to include pharma-
ceuticals when negotiating free
trade agreements. Their com-
mitment to the scheme has been
consistent.

VULNERABLE

Australia is in an extremely
vulnerable position. More than 20
per cent of Australia’s imported
pharmaceuticals come from the
USA. Australia is a relatively small
population vulnerable to any with-
drawal from our market as a form
of blackmail.

The supply of some 100 drugs
prescribed in the US is dependent
on a single factory in China. The
aim of imposing tariffs is to attract
investors to the US where they
would be able to better compete
tariff-free.

Australia exported $1.06 billion
worth of pharmaceutical products
to the US in 2023, mainly blood
products and vaccines. These could
be hit with tariffs or Trump might
decide to hit exports such as meat
products worth US$4.03 billion
(AU$6.4b).

It remains to be seen how
Trump responds to his Big Pharma
patrons.

More than 90 per cent of Aus-
tralia’s medicines are imported,
putting the country at risk of deadly
shortages. Australia’s precarious
situation became evident during the
COVID pandemic when there were
delays in availability of around 400
medicines due to logistic problems
and overseas shortages.

The government has previous-
ly announced plans to boost the
sector’s manufacturing capabil-
ities, but it is not so simple. We
are heavily reliant on imported
ingredients, mostly from China
and India.

Australia grows almost half of
the world’s raw pharmaceutical
opium supply, but most of it is
shipped overseas to be made into

Photo: pxhere.com

medicines. We should be making
those medicines in Australia.

CONFLICT OF
INTEREST

There is a serious conflict of
interest when medications are
manufactured in the interests of
profits and not people.

When I visited Tondo, the larg-
est slum area in the Philippines
where hundreds of thousands of
people live in extreme poverty, I
met a woman who was prescribed
antibiotics. She would purchase
one capsule at a time when she
had enough money. Some days
she missed doses, other days she
went hungry to buy one or two
capsules.

Big Pharma has no scruples
when it comes to profits before
patients.

It shows just how important
the PBS is to Australians.

Australian governments could
do more to keep costs down and
guarantee supply by developing a
pharmaceutical industry to ensure
it meets our needs as well as export-
ing products.

It should be researched, devel-
oped, owned, and managed by
the public sector with the aim of
providing free pharmaceuticals on
a universal basis. Such a govern-
ment-funded industry would put
patients first.

Comprehensive free healthcare
is available to all people living in
Scotland including medicines pre-
scribed by GPs. The Scottish gov-
ernment funds healthcare through
taxation.

If Scotland can do it, so can
wealthy Australia. &

Big Pharma has no
scruples when it
comes to profits
before patients.

PBS: The background

The Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) was intro-
duced in 1948 by the Chifley Labor government as a
measure to enable universal access to prescriptions in
the interests of the health and wellbeing of Australians.
Prescription medications were free if they were on the
PBS list.

In 1960 the Menzies Coalition government introduced a
copayment of 50 cents for the general population, while
leaving in place free medications for concessional patients.

Coalition governments made incremental increases in the
copayment over the coming years until it reached $4.00
for the general population and $2.00 for concession card
holders except pensioners. The Hawke Labor government
then increased the general copayment to $5 in 1985.

In 1986 Labor doubled the copayment to $10 and
increased the (non-pensioner) card holders’ copayment
to $2.50. At the same time it attempted to quash objec-
tions by introducing a safety net. Anyone who needed
more than 25 scripts in a year would revert to zero cost if a
pensioner, or to $2.50 for extra scripts. A pensioner copay-
ment of $2.50 followed in 1990.

Labor did not stop there. Four years later, the general
safety net was set at $130.00 with a copayment of $15.00.

Over time the safety nets and copayments continued to
rise.

Today the concessional safety net is $277.20 and the
copayment $7.70. The safety net for general patients is
$1,694.00 and the copayment is $31.60 reduced by Labor
from $42.50 in 2023. The concessional copayment is cur-
rently frozen for five years. The 2025-26 Budget promises
a further reduction in the general copayment to $25.

The federal government subsidised the PBS to the tune
of $17.7 billion per annum out of general revenue and
patients contributed $1.6 billion in 2023-24.

Big Pharma never lets up in its war on the PBS because
the government uses its power as a single buyer, a
monopsony, for the price it pays on every medication that
is listed. The government as the sole purchaser for the
whole of Australia has far more power to drive down costs
than individual wholesalers or pharmacies.

Big Pharma would also like to see the process of approval
of medications become faster at the risk of them entering
the market before their safety and veracity are proven.

To the credit of Labor and the Coalition they have defend-
ed the PBS and process of approval. Labor, however, has
now set in train a review of the PBS.
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‘Il find you out
and hunt you
down’: ANU Vice

Chancellor

ANU School of Art. Photo: Bidgee — wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 2.5 AU)

“I’ll find you out and hunt you down” — chill-
ing words notorious ANU Vice-Chancellor
Genevieve Bell used against senior staff at
the ANU if they leaked information about the
details of the hundreds of millions in budget
cuts, as reported in the Australian Financial
Review. Staff are operating under a “culture
of fear” and bullying as the ANU corporate
dictatorship flexes its muscles amid the lat-
est round of threats.

The VC’s pet project, the School of Cybernetics,
which the entire university has been reorganised
around, has a student-staff ratio disproportionate to
the rest of the university. At a time when tutorials are
bigger than they have ever been, and staff are under
pressure to cut courses with low enrolments, Gene-
vieve Bell’s vanity project has two students per staff
member. Cybernetics is also not what it says it is. Some
professors in the School do not have PhDs, usually a
minimum requirement, and have been fast-tracked to
full professor. Anyone expecting new helpful robots
from the school will be disappointed. The Cybernetics
school is not actually a scientific institute, but rather
a cultural studies enterprise that explores the idea
of Cybernetics. And yet the Humanities and Social
Sciences themselves are currently in the line of fire.

This is blatant hypocrisy.

A Vote of No Confidence in the Vice Chancellor
and Chancellor Julie Bishop has passed resoundingly.
Word on the ground is that the University Executive
is in full panic mode, having completely lost support
of students and staff. An open letter, condemning the
current change management process, has circulated
widely among ANU staff, attracting 455 signatures.

WALL OF LIES: NTEU EXPOSE

Thanks to the National Tertiary Education Union
(NTEU) we know that ANU has revealed that the
provisional 2024 deficit is in fact $140 million. This
is a shocking admission. The University embarked
on a cost-cutting, job-slashing exercise on 3 October
2024, on the basis that the projected 2024 deficit was
more than $200 million.

Either ANU got the figures wrong, or they’ve just
been making up statistics.

Late in 2024, the Vice-Chancellor told Senate Esti-
mates that the reason for the $200 million projected
deficit was “erroneous budgeting” (the Chancellor
blamed staff for being “inefficiencies”).

This is a mistake which has had, and continues to
have, serious consequences. It is being used to justify
significant damage to the University. Already more
than 100 positions have been abolished, and more
lost due to “natural attrition.” Hundreds more jobs
could be on the chopping block (the University won’t
say how many).

NTEU says FOI (Freedom of Information) docu-
ments prove ANU leadership knew before launching
‘Renew ANU’ in October 2024 that reduced staff
numbers had already saved $30 million, to be realised
annually from 2025 onwards. ANU Leadership has not
disclosed this figure, and we don’t know if it counts
as part of the $100 million target for the reduction
in staff expenditure.

NTEU members are entitled to ask if the ANU’s
figures can be trusted.

The future of the University, and of people’s live-
lihoods, depends on getting this right.

Meanwhile NTEU membership is unified and
rapidly growing due to resentment of the dictatorial
methods used by the corporate university.

STUDENTS LEFT IN THE LURCH

Not only are staff distraught, unsure if they will still
have a livelihood in a month’s time, students are also
suffering from the university’s colossal mismanage-
ment. Courses have been cut, teaching hours reduced,
class sizes have been expanded. Teaching quality is
negatively affected by the stress of teaching staff, who
are worried about their livelihoods, and ANU systems
are at a standstill. Mismanagement by ANU’s lead-
ership has caused untold harm to teaching, research
and the reputation of Australia’s national university.

Harming the student experience is nothing new
for Bell, who also presided over the heavy-handed
repression of students protesting the university’s ties
to Israel last year as part of the ANU Gaza Solidarity
Encampment. New information released under the
Freedom of Information Act reveals that Bell and her
administration used surveillance and the university’s
access control system to identify and list student pro-
testers. This is in addition to months of intimidation
of student protesters.

Additionally, free speech on campus was seriously
curtailed by a near-total ban on posters on campus,
hampering student activist and union activities.

The austerity approach Bell uses has also empow-
ered the Labor-aligned student union execs who were
happy to rush through cuts to longstanding student
institutions like the ANU Environment Collective.
However student dissatisfaction is mounting in all
corners of the University. Students recall how many
staff members stood up to support them during their
protest activities. Now that staff are under attack,
many are keen to return the favour. Attempts to sow
disunity are failing.

With each new revelation about the shocking
mismanagement and growing dissatisfaction from
students and staff under Vice Chancellor Bell, many
are asking how much longer she can last.

CPA Canberra &
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Environmental activist group Greenpeace International has been
ordered to pay more than $660 million (US) in damages to a pipe-
line company by a US court. The claim, by Dallas-based Energy
Transfer and subsidiary Dakota Access, relates to protests against
construction of an oil pipeline in North Dakota.

The company accused the Netherlands-based campaign-
ers, Greenpeace USA and funding arm Greenpeace Fund
Incorporated of defamation, trespass, nuisance, civil conspiracy
and other acts.

Greenpeace USA was found liable for all counts, while the others
were found liable for some. The damages owed will be spread out
in different amounts over the three entities.

Greenpeace said earlier that a large award to the pipeline com-
pany would threaten to bankrupt the organisation. Following the
verdict, Greenpeace’s senior legal advisor said the group’s work
“is never going to stop.”

“That’s the really important message today and we're just walk-
ing out and we’re going to get together and figure out what our
next steps are,” Deepa Padmanabha told reporters outside the
courthouse.

The organisation later said it plans to appeal the decision. “The
fight against Big Oil is not over today,” Greenpeace International
General Counsel Kristin Casper said.

The jury found Greenpeace USA must pay the bulk of the dam-
ages, nearly $404 million, while Greenpeace Fund Inc and
Greenpeace International would each pay roughly $131 million.

The case reaches back to protests in 2016 and 2017 against the
Dakota Access Pipeline and its Missouri River crossing upstream
of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s reservation.

For years the tribe has opposed the line as a risk to its water supply.
The multi-state pipeline transports about 5 per cent of the US’s
daily oil production. It started transporting oil in mid-2017.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the fossil fuel polluters. The clear
signs of human-induced climate change reached new heights in
2024, with some of the consequences being irreversible over hun-
dreds if not thousands of years, according to a new report from
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), which also under-
lined the massive economic and social upheavals from extreme
weather.

WMQO’s State of the Global Climate Report confirmed that 2024
was likely the first calendar year to be more than 1.5°C above the
pre-industrial era, with a global mean near-surface temperature of
1.55 £ 0.13 °C above the 1850-1900 average. This is the warmest
year in the 175-year observational record.

WMO's flagship report showed that:

Atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide are at the highest
levels in the last 800,000 years.

Globally, each of the past ten years were individually the ten
warmest years on record.

Each of the past eight years has set a new record for ocean heat
content.

The 18 lowest Arctic sea-ice extents on record were all in the past
18 years.

The three lowest Antarctic ice extents were in the past three
years.

The largest three-year loss of glacier mass on record occurred in
the past three years.

The rate of sea level rise has doubled since satellite measure-
ments began.

“Our planet is issuing more distress signals — but this report shows
that limiting long-term global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees
Celsius is still possible. Leaders must step up to make it happen
— seizing the benefits of cheap, clean renewables for their people
and economies — with new national climate plans due this year,”
said United Nations Secretary-General Anténio Guterres.

“While a single year above 1.5 °C of warming does not indicate
that the long-term temperature goals of the Paris Agreement are
out of reach, it is a wake-up call that we are increasing the risks
to our lives, economies, and to the planet,” said WMO Secretary-
General Celeste Saulo.




Guardian

31 March 2025 B

Victoria: law as a weapon

Comrade Jay

Victorian Comrades beware — over the
last year, the bourgeois state govern-
ment has proposed new reforms to its
criminal law system which could have
destructive consequences for youth
defendants, citizens of colour and even
the Pro-Palestinian/Anti-Imperialist
movement. The three proposed bills
in particular; the Bail Act, Weapons
Bill and — most controversial of the
reforms — the Justice Bill, are the
result of intense lobbying by interest
groups and right-wing media figures
alike, to further weaponise the legal
system to protect their interests.

BAIL REFORMS

The most recent of these reforms, the Bail
Amendment Bill 2025 starts by affirming that
the purpose of the original Bail Act 1977 is
to “maximise community safety” and that
the proposed amendments enliven this. We
should ask how the bill ensures this safety,
and which members of the community — or
even what kind of community - will benefit.

The bill reintroduces the offence of com-
mitting an indictable crime while on bail,
which had been rescinded in 2023 following
an inquest into the death of Veronica Nelson,
a Gunditjmara, Dja Dja Wurrung, Wiradjuri
and Yorta Yorta woman who died due to
whilst incarcerated for a shoplifting offence.

This allows any bailee accused of an
offence to be brought into custody and even
be compelled to face court rather than a bail
justice officer within 24 hours of an arrest,
alongside a 3 month imprisonment.

In addition to re-introducing the criminal
penalty — the bill amends the act to extend the
scope of offences committed to any indictable
offence (rather than just those mentioned in
the original Bail Act). This is an immense-
ly broad spectrum; ranging from smaller
property crimes to more serious indictable
offences such as murder. However, the bill
makes it clear that these laws are aiming to
further imprison those engaged in offences
such as aggravated assault burglary and
home invasion. The reforms also extend to
the Youth Justice Act 2024 to ensure that
youth offenders are also prohibited from
such activity.

It’s no surprise that these reforms were
advocated by the bourgeoisie press, with
the jackals of the Murdoch press alongside
popular radio and television personalities
giving serious airtime to talking up sup-
posed benefits.

What proponents of the bill fail to recog-
nise is that these reforms will only exacerbate
instances of crime and incarceration as it
disproportionately affects youth offenders;
particularly those of colour. Before the Bill,
Victoria had a decrease in its overall crime
rate of 3 per cent, with a drop in youth
offending.

Evidently, this bill will serve as nothing
but as an impetus for the racist executive
of bourgeois government to further target
working class people of colour. With the
inclusions which emphasise the right over
property rather than broad community safety

Graphic: Ndumis092 — wikimedia.org (CCO 1.0)

this bill will serve
as an impetus to further target

working

we can clearly see that the laws only consid-
er the safety of the property-owning class.

WEAPON REFORM

In addition to tougher bail procedures,
the government has also passed amendments
to the Firearms Act 1996 and Control of
Weapons Act 1990.

Notably, the new laws expand the defini-
tion of ‘controlled Weapon’ in the latter act
to specifically include machetes alongside
increased powers within the Firearms Act
1996 for police to search anyone’s body or
home, if they’re suspected of possessing a
firearm or weapon. In considering whether
to issue a warrant, a factor that the mag-
istrates take into account is whether such
an action would be in the supposed “public
interest” to do so.

Whilst the reforms include protections
for those with special vulnerability, such as
those who “(a) is an Aboriginal person or a
Torres Strait Islander; or (b) is under the
age of 18 years; or (c) is experiencing any
ill health, including any mental illness;” it
is wholly apparent that this bill will further
empower the police, servants of capital that
they are, to exert their racist tendencies to
terrorise multicultural and working class
communities.

The introduction of both of these reforms
ultimately reflects the trend in western middle

class thought; in place of economic policies
that support marginalised communities and
deter crime, harsher executive powers are
introduced which further alienate them.

SOCIAL COHESION
REFORMS

Perhaps the most controversial of these
new reforms is the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Anti-vilification and Social
Cohesion) Bill 2024, which seeks to impose
extensive criminal and civil penalties for
behaviour that supposedly vilifies protect-
ed groups — with the purpose of fostering
“social cohesion.” The bill doesn’t define that.

The lynchpin of these reforms is the
expansion of the definition of “protected
attributes” in the Crimes Act 1958 and Equal
Opportunity Act 2010 to include “Religious
belief or activity or personal association,”
with little clarification as to what the latter
term means. This is coupled with a criminal
penalty of up to three years imprisonment
if a defendant is found to have engaged in
activity which is construed to have incit-
ed “hatred against, serious contempt for,
revulsion towards or severe ridicule” of such
protected groups.

Naturally, what can constitute a “person-
al association” has sparked debate during
the bill’s construction. For example, the

Deputy Leader of the Victorian Liberal Party
David Southwick backed calls by the Jewish
Community Council of Victoria for the term
“Zionist” to be included as part of a protected
attribute, despite it being a political label.

Whilst not explicitly included, concern
remains over whether critiques over Israel’s
ongoing genocide of Palestinians will be sub-
ject to such provisions. There is an enshrined
defence for any form of communication
made for a genuine political purpose, but
again, what that means is not explained. If
we are to assume that the implied bourgeois
protection for political communication is
interpreted by the courts is to be applied —
wherein exceptions only apply to those who
engaged “reasonably and in good faith” — it is
ultimately uncertain as to how much leniency
the courts will give to movements that oppose
the hegemony of Western capitalist interests.
It is yet to be determined whether public
demonstrations against protected groups
that happen to align with such interests will
be a protected form of critique.

Without broader protections for political
dissent or even a set definition, it’s apparent
that “social cohesion” will, in practice, be
determined within ruling class interests;
interpreted in such a way as to minimise the
vocal power the proletariat has in opposing
those interests. @&

Budget a lost opportunity to
invest in those who need it most

Leading charity Anglicare Aus-
tralia has said that in trying to
help people with living costs
the 25 March Budget misses
the opportunity to target those
who need it the most.

“Ahead of a crucial Federal Elec-
tion, Anglicare Australia called on
the government to invest in people
— especially those who need it the
most,” said Executive Director Kasy
Chambers.

“Across Australia, living costs

are spiralling. Essentials like food
and transport are shooting up,
and housing is more expensive
than ever.

“Everybody might be feeling
the pinch, but nobody is doing it
tougher than those on the lowest
incomes. Over 3 million people are
living in poverty, including 840,000
children.

“These Australians need real
action, and real leadership. That
means raising Centrelink payments

over the poverty line, investing in
job programs, and taking action
to make housing more affordable.

“Yet this Budget has failed to
take on these challenges or plan
for the future. Instead, it offers
short-term fixes, tax cuts and one-
off payments including for those on
higher incomes who don’t need or
want them.

“Tax cuts and one-off payments
do not help people out of poverty,
and they will do little to tackle rising

costs. Other Budget measures, like
changes to the Help to Buy scheme,
will only help small numbers of
people instead of making housing
more affordable for those who
need it most.

“That’s why more and more
people are saying they want action
on jobs, housing and services
instead of tax cuts and on-off pay-
ments. They want leadership to
make Australia fairer.

“We know what we need to

do to fulfill that vision — invest in
housing for those in need, create
secure jobs, and raise payments
over the poverty line.

“Instead of putting a band-aid
over these problems, we need to
invest in people who need it the
most and fix them once and for
all,” Chambers said.

Anglicare
(The Guardian wil have full coverage
of the Budget next week) &
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Op-ed: Transgender healthcare
shows why Labor can’t beat fascism

Skye Dannaher

Labor’s announcement of a federal
review into the guidelines for health-
care for transgender youth established
by the National Health and Medical
Research Council has had a lukewarm
reception from the queer community.
NGOs have taken the news grateful-
ly, with Equality Australia CEO Anna
Brown implying a contrast with the
LNP’s previously announced state-
based review which has clearly been
established as an attack on transgen-
der youth, coming together with a
suspension on puberty blockers and
hormone replacement therapy. Queer
community activists have taken the
opposite view, with the popular Face-
book page LGBTI Rights Australia
calling it a “Trumpian move.” There
is also a third group within the queer
community, particularly transgender
children, who are simply scared and
don’t trust that Labor will do what is
necessary to protect them. All three
reactions come in response to real
political implications of what’s hap-
pening, but none of them have grasped
the entirety of the situation.

The positive reaction of the NGOs comes
from the fact that Labor is employing the only
tool available in its arsenal, the perceived
impartiality of liberal-democratic institutions
and the supposed weight that it carries. It has
seen the LNP launch an attack on transgender
children by restricting access to the health-
care that they need, and has responded by
resolving to bring together the top medical
experts with the full force of their scientific
studies, NGOs who have round-the-clock
experience serving transgender communities,
and, most importantly of all, experiences of
transgender people themselves to establish
an overwhelming body of evidence support-
ing transgender healthcare. The activist
reaction comes from the fact that this won’t
help at all. They know that the review will
bring about intense scrutiny on the lives of
both transgender children and adults in the
public sphere. They know that no amount
of evidence will ever win over the culture
warriors. To them, the review is just Labor
continuing the attack. The third reaction is
the average queer person’s gut instinct, the
uneasiness of being caught in the middle of
contradiction. Fortunately contradiction is a
part of nature, and identifying it will enrich
our analysis beyond the NGOs and commu-
nity activists.

The contradiction that we face is this:
Labor is doing something supposed to protect
the transgender community, but we know it
will only cause harm, so we are left question-
ing why they would do it in the first place.
The answer is that Labor is acting in a way
that is unsuitable for the current conditions.
It is acting as if liberal-democratic, “impar-
tial” institutions hold the same authority in
the minds of the public as they once did. It’s
acting as though everyone with an opinion
on trans rights is approaching the situation
objectively, without an agenda.

That’s not how things are. The current

Transgender Day of Visibility 2023 Naarm (Melbourne) rally. Photo: matthrkac.com.au — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

main tendency on the right, fascism, has
gained its prominence by turning the failure
of liberal democratic institutions to deliver
on their promises to working people into a
rejection of any and all evidence from experts
and institutions. Contradiction from experts
becomes proof that the right winger is on the
right track, because they’re in authority and
trying to convince you. Lies become truths
and truths become lies, so long as you can
pin them on an authority figure. As a UK
Tory said, triumphantly, “people have had
enough of experts.”

Labor’s arsenal of tactics may as well
be empty against the right, because the
right no longer wants to use institutions to
settle disputes within the bourgeoisie. We've
seen the fascist bourgeoisie begin to wrest
control of the state apparatus in the USA,
and now the right is testing what it can get
away with here. Using the Queensland state
government, the LNP has dipped its toes
into meddling with the healthcare system
in ways that have historically been left to
the federal government. In a context where
the right has taken hold of the erosion of the
public’s trust in institutions so firmly, no
institutional response will work. The waters
have been tested, and Labor has shown that
it’s unable to respond effectively.

Labor’s commitment to institutionalist
tactics also reveals that it is unable to take
a principled class position. The only way to
beat a strategy that can bypass bourgeois
institutions is to fight back with a strategy
that does not rely on them, and that is a
strategy based on supporting the interests

of the working class and organising the
working class into a fighting force. Labor,
as a bourgeois party, will never do this, so
it is up to the organisations of the working
class to take up this task.

The Labor Party’s current position is a
foreshadowing of the vacillating nature of
the liberal bourgeoisie. While attempting
this institutional defence, their Minister for
Health refused to explicitly express support
for transgender youth and for their right to
healthcare, hedging their bets on the out-
come of the inquiry under an increasingly
likely future Liberal-National Coalition
government. The liberal bourgeoisie, who
wishes to maintain the parliamentary and
institutional methods of resolving disputes
within the bourgeoisie, will cooperate with
the fascist bourgeoisie if it is required to pre-
serve their position as members of the ruling
class, and will only fight the far right if it is in
a position to form a temporary alliance with
a strong working class who can bring about
victory. In acquiescing to the far right, it will
also accept its terroristic uses of state power
that aim to crush working class organisation
by any means necessary.

This means that we cannot rely on par-
liamentary Labor and its bureaucrats to take
the initiative in the defence against fascism.
Only a united working class has the ability to
take on a bourgeoisie that will not limit its
use of state power to actions within liberal
acceptability. What’s needed are principled
attacks on Labor actions like this that give
ground to fascism. The more of the Labor
support base we can win to this position,

the more pressure is put on Labor to give in
to popular front demands, the less ground
they are likely to give to fascism, and the
more likely they are to join the popular front
themselves despite a strong working class
weakening their own class position.

This is not to say that the Communist
Party should give up its policy of revolution;
on the contrary, the popular front policy is a
policy of advancing revolution by drawing the
working class into the class struggle of the
day. The Party must maintain its independ-
ence and use the struggle against fascism as a
springboard for the overthrow of capitalism
entirely. Georgi Dimitrov summarises this
when he states,

“We want to find a common language
with the broadest masses for the
purpose of struggling against the
class enemy, to find ways of finally
overcoming the isolation of the
revolutionary vanguard from the
masses of the proletariat and all
other working people, as well as of
overcoming the fatal isolation of the
working class itself from its natural
allies in the struggle against the
bourgeoisie, against fascism.

“We want to draw increasingly

wide masses into the revolutionary
class struggle and lead them to the
proletarian revolution proceeding
from their vital interests and needs
as the starting point, and their own
experience as the basis.”

No amount of evidence
will win over
the culture warriors
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Australia: An
Unofficial History

C Bartholomew

Australia: An Unofficial History is an uncom-
fortable watch in an important way. This may
seem odd for a documentary series which
presents itself as a fun, but insightful glimpse
into the seventies through archived footage
from the Commonwealth Film Unit (later
renamed Film Australia). A lot of SBS’ own
promotion for the series focused on narra-
tor and host Jacki Weaver. However, it’s the
series’ promise to make audiences question
the creation of the Australian identity which
makes it truly worth a watch.

WARNING

Anyone who doesn’t care for Jacki Weaver, be
warned. There’s a lot of her in this series. Also frus-
trating is the supposedly candid, behind-the-scenes
approach to the way it handles Weaver and the various
guest commentators, which I found tiresome. You have
probably seen this sort of thing before: shots of the
set, little left-in moments of film crew directions, or
off-script comments here and there. This was a rather
lazy and obvious attempt at approachability. Perhaps
the style was chosen to relate to the documentary’s
focus on filmmaking. It’s annoying, but doesn’t take
away from the show’s strengths.

COMPETING IMAGES

The first episode introduces us to the Common-
wealth Film Unit and their mission to advertise
Australia to the world, which typically meant films
of white Australians on the beach. The documentary
then takes us through the many voices of the seven-
ties who challenged this official image carefully con-
structed by more than two decades of conservative
rule. For example, the fight for women’s liberation
reached new heights. While the Film Unit targeted
foreign women with ads for exciting prospects like
casserole dishes and bedsheets, Australian women
were taking to the street to demand action on abor-
tion rights, domestic violence, equal pay, and other
issues still relevant today.

On the topic of queer rights, we get a taste of
what the series does really well. The documentary
positions its main topics of women’s liberation, queer
liberation, Indigenous rights, and migrant rights
as interconnected struggles with shared critiques
of Australian society. The series also does a solid
job of interweaving the films of these movements
with events in political history. For instance, when
discussing an Ian Dunlop film produced alongside
the Yolgnu people, the documentary connects the

film to the courtroom battle of the Yolgnu against
exploitation by mining companies.

STRUGGLES TO BE HEARD

The Whitlam government and an increasingly
radical and experimental Film Unit, now focused
on local audiences, become the main topics for later
episodes. The documentary discusses the emergence
of silenced voices like queer filmmakers who asserted
their identities while navigating a society that was in
many ways actively hostile. One of the women fea-
tured in these films talks about using a pseudonym
and only daring to hold hands with another woman
while the crew was present to avoid assault. Later
on, we're shown young men boasting about going on
“poofter bashing” trips.

A similar story is presented in films featuring
migrants, who contradict the government’s project-
ed image of Australia as a land of opportunity. Films
about the first Indigenous voice to parliament, the
National Aborigines Consultative Committee, present
a powerful example of community strength. These
films, ignored in the recent referendum, also show
the political establishment disregarding Indigenous
voices and suppressing protesters, exposing the limits
of even the progressive Whitlam government.

The final episode opens with films made by women
calling attention to post-natal depression, domestic
violence, and other issues not meant to be talked
about in a society which demands women perform
the role of social reproduction. These feminist film
projects also showed the extent society was willing to
go to keep women in line, with confronting images of
wives and mothers doped up on Valium.

FINAL VERDICT

It’s sad to see how many of the films featured in
Australia: An Unofficial History would still be con-
sidered radical today. On the other hand, it can be a
source of strength for those of us fighting for a better
Australia to be able to draw from this history. What
this documentary shows is that Australia has always
had a habit of trying to construct an official image for
itself, usually within a culture of wilful forgetfulness.
I would have liked to see some of the series’ analysis
go deeper (shows such as these could always use a
bit more Marxism), but I was pleasantly surprised
by what I got. As an opportunity to take a closer look
at how exactly the image of Australian identity gets
made, I would say Australia: An Unofficial History
is one worth taking.

Australia, an Unofficial History is streaming on
sbsondemand &
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Serious stuff-ups

Peter Farmer

By the time this paper comes out, everyone will have
heard about US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth’s mis-
take. Hegseth organised a group on secure messaging
app Signal so that he could have a frank and fearless dis-
cussion about bombing Yemen for having the temerity to
stand up against Israel’s genocidal attack on Palestinians.
The group included US Vice President JD Vance,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, and Director of National
Intelligence, Tulsi Gabbard, as well as Hegseth himself.
There was one other member, Jeffrey Goldberg, editor-
in-chief of the centre-left US magazine The Atlantic, who
was so surprised to be receiving extremely specific text
messages about “weapons packages, targets, and timing’
that he thought the whole thing was a prank — until the
bombs started falling.

The whole business is very embarrassing for the Trump
administration. At least it would be if they had any shame
(Hegseth is just pretending it didn’t happen). Everyone
had a good chuckle — apart from the Yeminis who were
bombed.

It does make you think about other mistakes made by peo-
ple with far too much power and far too little accountability,
particularly in the USA, a country which has never really
liked the idea of the ‘rules-based global order’ applying to
it. Everyone is acting as though the Trump administration
is unique as far as incompetence goes, but there’s a long
history of slip-ups — especially when it comes to nuclear
weapons.

If you want to scare yourself, check out Eric Schlosser’s
book Command and Control, a history of nuclear
near-misses, goofs, and accidents. The Pentagon admit-
ted that there were 52 ‘Broken Arrow’ incidents between
1950 and 1980. That’s 52 accidents when a nuclear
weapon was launched without being authorised, acciden-
tally dropped from a bomb, or just plain lost. That’s just
the ones they’ve ‘fessed up to.

Bombers have crashed — at least once into a shed full
of nuclear weapons. One such accident made a bomber
and the hydrogen bomb it was carrying melt. Plutonium
was spread over the surrounding area and the emergency
crews who tried to fight the fire. This was in Morocco. The
military told the Moroccan king, but nobody else.

There have been some famous accidents related to
detecting attacks. The moon rising over Norway was mis-
taken for a massive missile attack coming into the US
from Siberia. The US was saved by a Canadian then — a
commander who had the wits to check where the Soviet
leader Kruschev was. It turned out that Kruschev was in
New York, so the US waited long enough to learn that the
alarm was a computer error.

All very well, you think, but what does it have to do with
peace and/or us? Australia doesn’'t have nuclear weapons.

Don’t we? This country welcomes visiting ships from our
‘ally’ the USA. Their official policy is not to tell anyone if
nuclear weapons are on board. Our policy is not to ask.
More nuclear weapons can be here thanks to the extra-
large runways we’ve been helping build in Tindal in the
Northern Territory, runways that can take our ally’s larg-
est bombers. Those bombers are used to carry nuclear
weapons.

Now there’s the AUKUS ‘alliance.’

It's not worth the risk.
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Meet law-and-order Dutton

Marcus Browning

Peter Dutton is a Queensland cop.
Whatever clothes or title he wears
(Minister of Defence, Minister for
Home Affairs, currently leader of the
Coalition) he is always, above all else,
a cop. And thus his stated intention to
introduce US Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organisations laws to attack
the construction union, is as natural
as night follows day. A brieflook at a
couple of examples of the Sunshine
State’s force upholding law and order
will suffice to demonstrate the Coali-
tion leader’s view of the world.

Let us revisit the moment in Australian
history in 1985 when the Queensland gov-
ernment abruptly sacked 1,000 electricity
workers.

This was part of an attempt by the South
East Queensland Electricity Board to replace
permanent workers with contract labour.
Electrical Trades Union members went on
strike to defend job security.

Queensland was led by the National Party
Premier Joh Bjelke-Peterson. His government
was notoriously corrupt and anti-union. On
7 February 19835, after the strike began the
government declared a state of emergency.

It rushed in a series of anti-union and
anti-strike laws — making picket lines ille-
gal. The dispute stretched over the following
months and the striking workers held out
with community support.

This included groups of clergy joining
the picket line — often finding themselves
under arrest for their troubles. At one pro-
test in April alone, 96 people were arrested.

The government brought incredible
pressure to bear on the strikers. New laws
threatened individual fines for strikers.
Police attacked and arrested workers on
the picket lines. The ETU was deregistered
for six months.

Though they resisted with great courage
and determination facing the power of the
state apparatus with its use of police and the
courts, the strikers were eventually forced
to concede.

Bjelke-Peterson was an advocate for the
type of hard-right economics, called neolib-
eralism, which is obsessed with attacking
unions and driving down wages.

This makes the 1985 dispute particularly
important to remember with its images of
Queensland cops attacking striking workers.

POLICE TERROR
ON PALM ISLAND

December 2004: The people of Palm
Island, off the coast of north Queensland,
were terrorised by Tactical Response par-
amilitaries, with children as young as nine
being forced at gunpoint to lie face down in
their homes during raids. The state terror
tactics followed a community explosion of
rage that had been building over the death
in police custody of islander Cameron (Mul-
runji) Doomadgee, 36.

The people took to the streets in anger
after the coroner’s report found Doomadgee
had suffered broken ribs and a ruptured liver
and spleen portal vein.

Police officer at a public protest in Brisbane. Photo: Samantha Gilmore — pexels.com (CCO0)

Whatever clothes or title
he wears, he is always,
above dall else, a cop

During protests the police station and
court house were burned down. The police
were forced to flee to the hospital. The officer
who killed Doomadgee, Chris Hurley, fled
the island. The island’s other police officers
left and refused to return to duty.

Palm Island Council chairperson Erykah
Kyle said the march on the police station
was a spontaneous action and was fuelled
by community anger with police.

“The community is very devastated,”
she said. “Shock has just gone through the
community. People have been very angry.
After 339 recommendations regarding deaths
in custody, and hundreds of thousands of
dollars, here we are approaching 2005 and
it is still happening.

“Certainly, something has got to change
for Palm Islanders,” said Kyle, whose own
son died in police custody in 2001. Describ-
ing the level of incarceration of her people
as “unacceptable,” she warned, “If it keeps
going you can expect anything.”

Carpentaria Land Council represent-
ative Brad Foster came to Palm Island at
the request of the Council. He described
the paramilitaries as storm troopers. “They
deliberately closed off the island while they
practiced their terrorist drills on unarmed
Palm Islanders.

“If they asked the Council and put up a
list of people they wanted to speak to, they
would have been presented to them without
arrests being made at gunpoint and women
and children being terrorised in their homes.”

Aboriginal Legal Aid members were not
allowed onto the island to represent those
who have been arrested.

The police smashed down front doors of
homes and stormed in with shotguns and
riot shields. An alleged leader of the protests,
Lex Wotton, was arrested by four car loads
of police, who shot him with an immobiliser
gun while he stood with his hands up and
with the police guns trained on him.

Doomadgee died in the police watch

house on Palm Island after a “scuffle” with
Senior Sergeant Hurley.

An autopsy found that Mulrunji (the
coroner ordered that Doomadgee’s tribal
name be used) suffered four broken ribs, a
ruptured liver and spleen portal vein. Patrick
Branwell — who was arrested at the same
time as Doomadgee — gave a statement to
police that he had heard Mulrunji scream-
ing for help outside his cell and had seen
the Senior Sergeant straddling the detainee.

On the first day of the inquest, he repeated
that Hurley “went in [to the cell] and dragged
him out and got into him .... He [Mulrunji]
was just singing out for help, ‘Get some help,’
but I couldn’t, I was in my cell.”

That’s the background Dutton comes
from. Little wonder he walked out on the
Apology, and tried to make the 2018 election
all about non-existent “African gangs.” @

JobSeeker boost ‘completely insufficient’

The Australian Council of
Social Services has called on
the federal government to
boost income support pay-
ments as JobSeeker today
increased by 22 cents a day
following routine indexation.

Pensions and allowance pay-
ments like JobSeeker will increase
due to routine indexation that
occurs twice per year. This routine
indexation delivers an increase of
$1.55 per week, or just 22 cents per
day for a single person receiving
JobSeeker.

Cost of living pressures are
expected to take centre stage in
the 2025 federal budget, with
ACOSS CEO Dr Cassandra Goldie
AO saying the indexation increase
does not adequately address the
crisis facing more than 1.5 million
people across Australia receiving
JobSeeker, Youth Allowance, Par-
enting Payment, and other related
payments.

“An extra 22 cents a day is
completely inadequate and insuf-
ficient for people who are receiving
just $56 a day from JobSeeker — a

payment so low it’s forcing people
to skip meals, cut their medication
in half and go to bed early to save
on energy costs,” Dr Goldie said.

“This routine indexation is not
enough. If the federal government
is serious about addressing the
cost of living crisis, it must lift
income support payments to at
least $82 a day, in line with the
Age Pension.

“Our surveys have shown people
are being forced to deprive them-
selves of essentials because they
simply don’t have enough to get by.

“We've heard from people who
haven’t eaten red meat in more than
two years, who use rags instead of
sanitary products, who have sold
their cars because they can’t afford
to maintain them despite living in
a rural area. These people worry
constantly about their finances and
it is taking a severe toll on their
mental and physical health.

“As the latest Economic Inclu-
sion Advisory Committee has found
for the third year running, the top
priority for government must be to
substantially increase JobSeeker

and related payments to help people
meet basic costs.

“An additional 22 cents a day
does not address the inadequacy of
JobSeeker and related payments.
Ensuring people have a sufficient
income to cover the basics would
transform lives.

“The way to end poverty is
simple: raise the rate. Anything less
is a choice to keep people hungry,
sick, and struggling.”

ACOSS @&



Guardian

Communist Partly of Avustralia ’&

Ph: +61 2 9699 8844 s

ce“'rul commi“ee Fax: +61 2 9699 9833

Email: president@cpa.org.av

74 Buckingham St
Web: www.cpa.org.au

. l A ‘
General Secretary: Andrew Irving w2010 _—

President: Vinnie Molina

CPA greeting on
70th anniversary
of the LPRP

Dear Comrade,

sary milestone.

Revolutionary Party o

The Communist Party of Australia (le
comrades of the Lao People’s Revoluti

significance of the sem1

on the party’s role in shaping Lao
tains ties with 149 countries and has estab
The LPRP was established on 22 March 1955.

i i Lao People’s
i tralia sends hearty congratulations to .the
The Communist Paxty o 2 and wishes its leadership, members and

f revolutionary achievements.

n their 7oth anniversary,
the people of Lao many more years o

Bounleua Phandanouvong )
gcotrirllllgccliairman of the Committee for External Relations

Central Committee Lao People’s Revolution

paper reported.
kly paper The Worker

ary Party, LPRP

A) sends fraternal greetings to our
onary Party on their ~»oth anniver-

The inspiring celebrations of the 7oth anniversary bring the people together with

i i held in Laos

- vanguard leadership party. The seminar, ' .

;}Eteé;Zngby key leaders and guests from the northern provinces of Xaysomboun, Xieng

Khuang, and Huaphan, the Pasaxon news

orted in the CPA’s wee La

spelzcshrz}:) the seminar, Chansamone Chanyalath, a member of t}.let Poh‘;;c;}llfslilzzgxi }(1):

’ . . e

ittee of the LPRP and Lao deputy prime minis er, em) the

e e o the ser nar in marking the party’s leadership in the nation's revogltli)nd
ccesses, national defence, and socio-economic development. He also reflec e

o the , s’ diplomatic relations, noting that Laos now main-

lished strong international partnerships.

’ Xieng Khuang province, was

s’ Weekly Guardian, in his

Communist Party of Australia

International Department
21 March 2025

31 March 2025

Statement by TKP (Turkish Communist Party) Central
Committee on the arrest warrantissued for Imamoglu,

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Mayor:

The AKP government’s latest
operation to undermine the
right to universal suffrage
has reached a new and alarm-
ing stage with the arrest of
Istanbul Metropolitan Mayor
Ekrem Imamoglu.

This arrest is entirely
illegitimate.

Even if the arrest warrant
has been issued on corruption
charges, as with many political
operations during the AKP era,
the underlying motives remain
evident. The true purpose of

Communist Party of Turkey
was in Istanbul Sarachane,
the centre of the protests in
Istanbul, last night with thou-
sands of members and friends

this operation is to shrink polit-
ical space and pave the way

for similar interventions in the
future.

However, the clarity of this
objective does not diminish the
reality of Turkey’s deepening
governance crisis. The tensions,
power struggles, and behind-
the-scenes bargains among key
institutions and actors within
the current system have been
laid bare throughout this trial
process and reflected in the
pro-government media.

Turkey is grappling with
profound turmoil, involving
its government, opposition,
and institutions, as it faces the
ripple effects of international
instability.

The Communist Party of
Turkey recognizes the poten-
tial for these developments to
trigger significant economic,
political, and social conse-
quences that could shake the
foundations of the capitalist
system. Therefore, we stress
the urgent need to organise an

independent and revolutionary
path to prevent working people
from becoming trapped in the
power struggles between com-
peting factions.

On the one hand, we
will take a decisive stance to
increase the resistance against
the usurpation of the right
to vote and the fait accompli
against the Istanbul Metropol-
itan Municipality. Simultane-
ously, we will strive to awaken a
broader segment of society from
the spell of factional conflicts,

(Further statement, received 24 March)

of the party to defend the peo-
ple’s right to politics.

This morning, Head of TKP
Provincial Organisation in Istan-
bul Ahmet Dincel, Member of

Party Council Arda Haciyusufoglu
and party members were detained
from their homes on the grounds of
TKP’s participation in the demon-
stration in Sarachane.

This unlawful detention must
end and our party members must
be released immediately.

Communist Party of Turkey
views the recent developments in

covert bargains, and hidden
agendas.

What is promising is the
growing number of people who
are beginning to embrace this
dual mission.

As the embodiment of this
commitment, the Communist
Party of Turkey will continue to
uphold its steadfast, responsi-
ble, and revolutionary stance.

the context of the AKP’s efforts to
shrink political space and under-
mine the people’s right to partici-
pate in politics.
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email: editor@cpa.org.au

Regarding antisemitism

Dear Editor,
In Marcus Browning’s article
“Israel lobby’s assassins,” he
states that the Israel lobby
“makes out that Jews are a
persecuted minority in Aus-
tralia. ... This is simply not
true.”

One of the goals of hasbara is

to equate Zionism and Judaism,
and consequently anti-Zionism and
antisemitism. Israel can thus use
the shield of a persecuted minority
to deflect all criticism. Concurrent-
ly, these re-definitions strengthen
Israel by directing victims of anti-
semitism into itself.

Browning rightly denounces
the statement that anti-Zionism
is an attack on a minority group.

However, he has further concluded
that because Zionists think that all
anti-Zionism is antisemitism, any
claim of antisemitism (of Jews
being a “persecuted minority”) can
be denied as “not true.” This follows
the illogic of Zionist propaganda.
This wholesale denial of anti-
semitism is an acceptance of the
concerted efforts Israel makes to
equate Zionism and antisemitism.

Guardian

It distances Jews from their local
community and progressive spaces,
and pushes them towards Zionism.
Of course, none of this is to
suggest that the antisemitism faced
by Australian Jews is at all close to
the level of persecution currently
faced by Palestinians, Arabs, and
Muslims.
Kind regards,
Finn

Worth Reading:
What | am reading now

We asked the Guardian Collective what they're
reading right now. This is what they told us.

Spix’s Macaw: The Race to Save the World’s
Rarest Bird by Tony Juniper

By 2000 the world’s rarest bird was extinct,
killed off by collectors who sold them to private
collections for huge sums of money. The challenge
then was to restock the Brazilian Caatinga region
by breeding from the Macaws held in private
collections held around the world. A fascinating
but sad story of what greed is doing to rare but
beautiful birds around the world.

GH
Revolutionary Suicide by Huey P Newton

His autobiography and a brilliant insight into

the Black Panthers
CB
Labyrinths by Jorge Luis Borges

Famous for a series of stories about impossible
things. A man who can’t forget anything hides in
a cupboard to avoid the torment of learning any-
thing new, a Mayan priest is tortured and locked
up with a jaguar, Averroés, the Islamic translator,
who’s never seen a play can’t translate an Aristotle
book about plays, the Minotaur tries to understand
what’s going on. The stories are mind-bending, but
they have interesting traces of Borges’ upbringing
in a Latin America colonised by feudal Spain, and
freshly colonised by the imperialist USA.
Dracula by Bram Stoker

One of those classics that no one actually reads,
even though they should. Dracula is a pretty unique
book. It’s the bridge between Victorian and modern
horror. This means it’s usually a love or hate book
for most modern readers. Like most horror stories
of its time (including Frankenstein) it’s a slow burn,
written as if pieced together from different journal
entries and letters. That’s a style I was familiar with

beforehand from reading some of HP Lovecraft’s
works. What makes Dracula special, at least for
me, is the opportunity to notice all the bits and
pieces that would go on to be genre-defining tropes
to this day. Gothic literature’s blending of themes
like the dark, tragic, and supernatural (lifted from
Shakespeare and Milton) with the sublime (which
carried over from the Romantic writers) is also
really interesting in general.

It’s also just a good horror story. The arrival
of the ship Demeter is a particularly iconic scene.

As a side note, my liking of Dracula should
have been a sign that I would go on to enjoy goth
music so much. I'm a big fan of The Cure, Sioux-
sie and the Banshees, Sisters of Mercy, and other
classic goth bands. Goth is one of the big three
genres that I listen to (the others being George
Harrison/Fleetwood Mac/Paul Kelly folk/folk-
rock and really old jazz).

CB

Eureka and Beyond: Monty Miller, his own
story by Monty Miller, edited by Vic Williams

One of those people whose place in time meant
that his life spanned incidents we usually think
of as impossibly distant, Monty Miller lived in
Victoria through the gold rush, was at the Eureka
Stockade, and then lived long enough to be involved
in anti-conscription campaigns during the First
World War. It’s a Party original too — the book was
edited by poet and long-time Communist Party of
Australia member Vic Williams, and published by
the Socialist Party of Australia in 1988. Miller’s
writing is old-fashioned but readable, and the
book is a very direct account of what it was like to
live in Australia then.

FK
Available from the cpa.org.au shop

Solutions to

Across:
method
Commune began
criticised by the commune

Commune and the army

anthem

Down

before the revolution

2. Communard — Member of the Paris
Commune

3. Freemasons — Organisation that

Paris Commune Crossword
Guardian 24 March 2025 #2138

6. Guillotine — Infamous French execution

7. Montmartre — Hill in neighbourhood where the
8. Haussmann — Architect who rebuilt Paris,

9. Bloodyweek — Extended battle between the

10. Marseille — Volunteers from this city sang
a song adopted as the French national

1. Napoleon — Third emperor of France, ousted

OuUR P

policies.

voucher.

Caption contest!

The Liberal Party obviously heard
our plea for cartoons, and did this
picture for our caption contest.
That, or they decided that a
picture of Peter Dutton bailing up
a woman in a supermarket would
get the female vote to overlook the
Coalition’s many female-unfriendly

The best caption for this picture
will win a year’s subscription to the
Guardian, and a $20.00 shopping

demonstrated in solidarity with the Commune

4. Pétroleuse — Mythical female arsonist that
fought for the rebels

5. Vive — French exclamation meaning ‘long live’

Email floyd@cpa.org.au
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Trump deports hundreds of

Pacific Islanders

Graham Holton

While the United States’ mainstream media
has covered the recent mass deportations
to Mexico and Venezuela, it has paid lit-
tle attention to the mass deportation of
Pacific islanders. It is a region that direct-
ly impacts Australia.

A leaked document, “Noncitizens on the
ICE Non-Detained Docket with Final Orders of
Removal by Country of Citizenship,” from US
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
revealed that 353 Fijians, 261 Australians, 166 New
Zealanders, 151 Tongans, 72 from the Federated
States of Micronesia, 57 Samoans, 39 Marshall
Islanders, as well as others from Tuvalu, French
Polynesia, Kiribati, Solomon Islanders, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Tonga, and Vanuatu have
been arbitrarily deported too.

Henrietta McNeill, a research fellow at the
Australian National University warned that this
deluge of deportees will damage traditional ways
of life across the Pacific.

Officials from the Marshall Islands, Palau
and the Federated States of Micronesia, whose
citizens have the right to live and work in the US
under Compacts of Free Association (COFA),
have met with Department of State and Interior
officers. The officials said that ICE arrests should
not apply to citizens of the Freely Associated
States. The Marshall Islands government advised
its citizens living in the US not to open the door
to ICE without a judicial warrant.

President Trump continues to insist that ICE
is deporting hardened criminals, but the truth is
that numerous people with no criminal record
before their arrest have been expelled from the
US. Under international law countries must
accept their own citizens if deported. Concerns

are mounting that mass deportations could con-
tribute to a rising crime in Pacific nations.

The Fiji Times writes that Fiji’s Minister for
Immigration, Viliame Naupoto, has assured its
deported citizens that they will be allowed back
into Fiji. Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister, Biman Prasad, said repatriation costs
involving deportation are ongoing. Former Fiji
Law Society president, Dorsami Naidu, warned
that deportees with a criminal background
could introduce sophisticated criminal activities
learned in the US, instilling fear in the commu-
nity. Defence Minister, Pio Tikoduadua, said:
“If someone has already registered in the US
justice system as a drug offender, we will know
this person.”

The Tongan Independent writes that Tonga,
with a population of only 100,000 people, must
now face a threat that “could overwhelm its fragile
infrastructure and destabilise its social systems.”
Previously Tongan undocumented migrants were
assured that under the 14th Amendment their
children had the right to US citizenship. Not
any more. This means that “many children of
Tongan migrants could find themselves stateless,
thrust into a legal and existential limbo.” In the
absence of social support Tongans with a criminal
history may turn “back to what they know.” The
result will be increased crime rates, destabilised
communities, and the strengthening of metham-
phetamine networks in the Pacific. Tonga’s newly
appointed Prime Minister, Dr Aisake Eke, is the
chair of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF). Dr Eke
is hoping to leverage Tonga’s role in the PIF by
emphasising its regional strategic importance
to the Trump administration. It might work,
but there are a lot of other countries trying to
appeal to Trump. &

Pacific Islanders’ cultural ceremony. Photo: public domain

Snatching war from the jaws of peace:
the Russian view on ‘peacekeepers’

Russia’s demands for “ironclad”
guarantees on Ukraine include a firm
rejection of NATO “peacekeeping forc-
es” on Ukrainian soil, no matter the
“nameplate” the alliance may try to
insert them under, Deputy Foreign
Minister Grushko has said.

“Any so-called ‘ironclad’ guarantees for
Russia will likely come down to one thing:
keeping Ukraine out of NATO. That, along
with a promise that Western powers will
stop meddling in Ukraine’s internal affairs,
would be the only realistic foundation for any
lasting settlement,” foreign affairs analyst,
political risk consultant and lawyer Adriel
Kasonta explained.

“But here’s the problem — when has the
West ever been good at keeping its promises
to Russia? Time and again, Western leaders
have made commitments only to walk them
back when it suits their interests. NATO
expansion was never supposed to reach
Russia’s doorstep, yet here we are. Obama

and Bush both spoke of ‘resets’ with Moscow,
only for relations to deteriorate further,”
Kasonta told Sputnik.

“Now, Trump is pushing for a deal with
Russia, not out of goodwill, but because he
sees China as the bigger threat,” the observer
said. “The question is, what happens after
him? What stops a future US administration
from reversing course once again? If history
is anything to go by, Russia has every reason
to stay on high alert.”

NATO ‘PEACEKEEPERS’
IN UKRAINE:
TRIPWIRE FOR WAR

“If we're talking about NATO peace-
keeping forces, peacekeeping and NATO
are actually incompatible things,” Deputy
Foreign Minister Alexander Grushko said
in an interview with Russian media.

“We know the history of NATO, and
although they boast very much about being

a defensive alliance, the real history of NATO
consists of military operations, aggression
against unarmed states without justification,
just to emphasise once again its hegemony
in global and regional affairs,” Grushko said.

“Therefore, all these conversations”
about NATO peacekeepers in Ukraine “are
absolutely inappropriate. They are absurd.
And T think that even the average person
in the West understands the real cost of
this kind of deployment ... We absolutely
do not care under which nameplate NATO
contingents could be deployed on the terri-
tory of Ukraine, whether the EU, NATO, or
in a national capacity. In any case, if they
appear there with the consent of Ukraine,
that means they are located in the conflict
zone, with all the consequences this entails,”
Grushko stressed.

“Moscow already views Western involve-
ment in Ukraine — whether through arms
shipments or foreign fighters — as an indi-
rect war,” Kasonta said, commenting on the

deputy foreign minister’s remarks. “Sending
NATO troops would remove any ambiguity,
risking escalation on a whole new level.”

As for the UK, whose government is
reportedly prepared to deploy peacekeep-
ing troops of its own to Ukraine “for years,”
“London is just following Washington’s lead,”
the observer said.

“The UK doesn’t have the military capac-
ity or public support to play a serious role in
Ukraine. No one in Britain is eager to send
troops to die in a war that doesn’t concern
them. The only people who seem to care are
politicians who have spent years hyping up
the conflict and now can’t admit they were
wrong. Rather than face reality, they double
down, pretending that the war is still win-
nable,” Kasonta summed up.

Sputnik &

Japan: Communist party urges

Japanese Communist Party
Secretariat Head Koike Akira
meeting has demanded that
Japan consider imposing high-
er taxes on the rich at a House
of Councillors committee.

At the Upper House Financial
Affairs Committee meeting, Koike
noted that the Japan Business Fed-
eration (Keidanren) in its policy
proposal entitled “Future Design
2040,” which was released in

higher taxes on the rich

December 2024, stated that Japan’s
Gini coefficient index which meas-
ures income inequality is higher
than that of, for example, Italy or
South Korea.

Koike asked if the government
is aware that compared with other
G7 countries, Japan has a high level
of inequality. Finance Minister Kato
Katsunobu in response said that he
recognised the widening economic
disparity in Japan.

Koike stressed, “Among G7
countries, Japan ranked at the
bottom in terms of improvement
of the Gini coefficient through tax
redistribution. The reason for this
is that the government, while weak-
ening the progressive income tax
structure, increased the rate of the
regressive consumption tax to 10
per cent, which directly undermines
the efficacy of tax redistribution
efforts.”

Koike pointed out that even
Keidanren (Japan’s leading busi-
ness body) in the “Future Design
2024” policy proposes to levy a tax
on the assets of the rich. He said,
“The JCP disagrees with Keidan-
ren’s explanation that its proposal
aims to obtain public understand-
ing for a future consumption tax
hike. However, the proposal itself
is important.”

Stating that the JCP also calls

for introducing a wealth tax, Koike
urged the government to consider
these proposals. The finance min-
ister responded by saying that he
acknowledged the importance of
reducing inequalities, but failed
to give clear response to Koike’s
request.

Japan Press Weekly @
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Back to Jim Crow: Trump’s
discriminatory legisiation

Graham Holton

The Trump administration has been
condemned for heading the US back to
the times of the ‘Jim Crow’ laws which
used to enforce racial segregation.

Those laws were formally ended in 1965.
When then-president Lyndon Johnson ended
them, a memo called the Federal Acquisition
Regulation was introduced, stating that
government contractors would not perform
any services “where segregated facilities are
maintained.” As of February this year, that
no longer applies.

For civil rights lawyer Ben Crump, “this
change sends a clear message.” Professor
Melissa Murray at New York University
School of Law, said, “it’s incredibly mean-
ingful in its symbolism.” @AttorneyGriggs
wrote on X: “The administration is aggres-
sively attempting to dismantle hard-won
civil rights.”

Since President Trump’s inauguration he
has been eradicating all DEI (diversity, equity
and inclusion) programmes from the Depart-
ment of Defence and federal departments.
DEI programmes were set up to overcome the
social and psychological impact of a century
of blatant discrimination, police abuse, and
Iynchings. Trump issued an executive order
calling for the elimination of all federal DEI

programs and their employees. The order,
“Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring
Merit-Based Opportunity”, makes the false
argument that boosting minorities as a way to
address historic discrimination and oppres-
sion is itself discriminatory. The adminis-
tration has ordered a freeze on trillions of
dollars in federal funding, and cancelled all
government spending on DEI, claiming these
programmes prioritise candidates of diverse
race, ethnicity, and gender to the exclusion
of more qualified white candidates.

A Trump executive order stopped the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
from using DEI hiring practices, saying it
has “betrayed its mission by elevating dan-
gerous discrimination over excellence.” The
education department was ordered to cease
all DEI-related programmes, curriculums,
admissions or hiring policies, or face loss
of funding.

Trump fired the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, C.Q. Brown, the highest-rank-
ing officer in the US, as part of a major shake-
up of top military leadership. Pete Hegseth
the new Under Secretary of Defense had said
that General Brown should be fired because
of his “woke” DEI programmes. Hegseth
cancelled Black History Month and removed
any references to notable Black and Hispan-
ic people, Native Americans, women and

LGBTQ+ from websites for the Department
of Defence, all military branches, the US
Army Corps of Engineers, and the Arlington
National Cemetery.

On 13 March, the Pentagon issued ‘inter-
im guidance’ stating that service members
could be discharged from the Marine Corps
if they have pseudofolliculitis barbae (PFB,
or razor bumps), a ruling that dispropor-
tionately affects men of African and Asian
background PFB occurs when curly whiskers
are shaved, and hair follicles grow into the
skin resulting in painful and itchy growths.
Black service members make up 16 per cent
of the active-duty force, but 66 per cent of
shaving waiver holders are Black. The direc-
tive reverses a 2022 policy prohibiting forcing
out Marines who suffered from PFB.

The Trump administration has attacked
the Department of Agriculture (USDA) for
dispersing billions of dollars to make up for
the legacy of racial discrimination in farming.
Nearly 2,000 people have been fired from the
USDA as part of Elon Musk’s Department of
Government Efficiency program. John Boyd,
Jr., founder of the National Black Farmers
Association, told The Independent that Trump
has “totally dismantled the work I've been
doing for the last 40 years.”

More discriminatory executive orders
are sure to follow. &

Photo: pxhere.com (public domain CCO)

Countries increase travel warnings to USA
fearing their citizens’ safety

Graham Holton

Under President Trump the
US has greatly tightened immi-
gration enforcement. Travel
advisors warn that holding a
valid visa or ESTA authorisa-
tion does not guarantee entry.
Europe, New Zealand, Cana-
da, and Latin America have
increased warnings to their
citizens travelling to the Unit-
ed States, after citizens were
denied entry, imprisoned and
brutally treated before being
sent home.

Governments place the blame
on their citizens, saying giving
false information, past criminal
records, or even minor overstays

on previous trips could lead to
arrest, deportation, or detention
with no legal recourse. Travellers
must carry documentation show-
ing their return plans and to be
prepared for questioning at the
border. The reality is that Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) agents
are increasingly using any excuse
to arrest tourists.

CBP officers search electronic
devices, mobile phones, comput-
ers, and cameras for comments on
social media and political content.
Denying access to electronics could
be grounds for legal action or bar-
ring entry. The CBP says it has the
power to seize electronic devices as
a matter of national security. These
searches, while legal, raise concerns

about free speech and privacy rights
in the US. Those found with anti-
Trump comments on social media
can be arrested as a security risk.

Stephen Tale-Loehr, a retired
professor at Cornell University, told
Newsweek: “This administration
has declared war on immigrants and
are using all available powers to try
to make the United States unfriend-
ly.” The American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) has challenged the
federal government’s stance that
Fourth Amendment protections
against warrantless search do not
apply at the US border. Trump’s
first administration argued that
freedom of speech does not apply
to foreign citizens.

Numerous tourists have faced

horrific treatment at border entries.
A French scientist was denied entry
after CBP officers found messages
criticising Trump’s cuts to science
funding. Rebecca Burke, a British
national, tried to cross into the state
of Washington from Canada. She
was refused entry and told to go
back to the US and fill in the correct
paperwork. On her return she was
handcuffed and kept in what she
called “horrendous” conditions in
the Tacoma Northwest detention
facility. US border agents hand-
cuffed a US citizen and chained
her to a bench, while her fiancé
was accused of violating the rules
of his 9o-day US tourist permit.
The fiancé was handcuffed and
shackled, and spent 16 days locked

up before being flown home to Ger-
many. There are many other cases.
Because the US government
now refuses to recognise genders
other than male or female, the
LGBTQ+ communities feel stuck
in the US, fearing denial of re-entry
if they travel abroad. Tourists are
asked if they have communist links,
and can be deported if the answer
is ‘yes.” At least one US university
has warned foreign-born students
about re-entry if they go home for
spring break. CBP officers are
looking for any excuse to arrest
and deport foreigners, no matter
which country they come from, and
the laws are getting tougher. &

Foreign tourists ‘turning away’

shatters the myth of US openness

According to a report by AFP, grow-
ing “antipathy” to the US is causing
foreign tourists to “turn away” from
the country. Citing the World Tour-
ism Forum Institute, the report notes
that a mix of stringent immigration
policies, a strong dollar and global
political tensions “could significantly
affect” international arrivals, “poten-
tially reshaping the nation’s tourism
sector for years to come.” Internation-
al tourists are casting their protest
against the US’ high policy barriers
by “voting with their feet.”

The US tourism industry is suffering due
to the government’s tough stance on tariffs
and other policies. According to a report by
Tourism Economics, the US tourism sector
could lose approximately $64 billion (AUD
$101 billion) in 2025 due to reduced interna-
tional and domestic travel. The impact on the
Canadian market is particularly significant.

Meanwhile, Western European tour-
ists, who once made up 37 per cent of all
visitors to the US, are now being pushed
away by increasingly restrictive policies.
US allies, including Germany, the UK, the
Netherlands, and Denmark, have recently
issued new travel guidance for their citizens
traveling to the US. Some analysts suggest
that travellers now find entering the US “too
difficult or unpredictable.” This reality is
steadily weakening the US’ competitiveness
as a tourism destination.

A series of ‘high fence’ policies by the US
government are diminishing global tourists’
enthusiasm for visiting the US. According to
data from the US government, the number
of overseas visitors to the US fell 2.4 per
cent in February from a year earlier, with
visitors from China falling by 11 per cent.
Not long ago, Chinese tourists were one of
the largest foreign groups traveling to the
US and also among the highest spenders.

Tourism has long been an important part
of cultural exchanges between China and
the US, playing an irreplaceable role in
fostering communication between the peo-
ples of the two countries and building the
public foundation for bilateral relations.
However, in recent years, the number of
Chinese tourists visiting the US has signif-
icantly declined.

Wang Yufan, a scholar at the Department
for American Studies, China Institute of
International Studies, told the Global Times
that in recent years, the US has used various
excuses to scrutinise and harass Chinese
citizens entering the country. Some Chinese
students have faced long-term interrogations
and forced deportations by US authori-
ties. Coupled with the US’ stigmatisation
of China, incidents of discrimination and
violence against Asians, and other issues,
these entry restrictions and security concerns
have dampened the enthusiasm of Chinese

tourists, leading to safety anxieties, and
creating a chilling effect.

From tariff policy adjustments to stricter
visa controls, as well as changes in immigra-
tion measures and growing tensions with
allies, a series of recent policy shifts in the
US have made traveling there more compli-
cated and significantly reduced its appeal.
International visitors no longer perceive the
US as the “city on a hill” of prosperity, but
instead face a stricter and more uncertain
entry environment. As global tourism grad-
ually recovers, the US seems to have raised
a giant “No Entry” sign. For international
tourists, traveling to the US has naturally
taken a backseat to more welcoming, safe,
and convenient alternative destinations.
The alienation of international visitors has
become a sharp counterexample to the myth
of US openness.

Global Times &
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Ukraine and Russia
agree ‘in principle’

Ukraine and Russia have
agreed in principle to a limited
ceasefire after President Don-
ald Trump spoke with both
countries’ leaders this week.

The tentative deal to partly
rein in the grinding war came after
Russian President Vladimir Putin
rebuffed Trump’s push for a full
30-day ceasefire.

After an hour-long call with
President Trump that both leaders
said went well, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky told report-
ers that “technical” talks in Saudi
Arabia this weekend would seek to
resolve what types of infrastruc-
ture would be protected under the
agreement.

But it was immediately clear
that the three parties had different
views about what the pact entailed,
with the White House saying
“energy and infrastructure” would
be covered, the Kremlin saying the
agreement referred more narrowly
to “energy infrastructure” and Pres-
ident Zelensky saying he’d also like
railways and ports to be protected.

“One of the first steps toward
fully ending the war could be ending
strikes on energy and other civilian
infrastructure,” Zelensky said on
social media following his call with
Trump, which came a day after the
US president held similar talks with
President Putin.

“I supported this step and
Ukraine confirmed that we are

flickr.com (CC BY-ND 2.0)

During their call, President
Trump suggested that Zelensky
should consider giving the US
ownership of Ukraine’s power
plants, supposedly to ensure their
long-term security, according to
a White House statement from
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
and National Security Adviser
Mike Waltz.

Trump told President Zelensky
that the US could be “very helpful
in running those plants with its
electricity and utility expertise,”

Koshytsia Street, Kyiv. Photo: Oleksandr Ratushniak / UNDP Ukraine —

President Trump suggested
“American ownership of those
plants could be the best protection
for that infrastructure,” according
to White House officials.

The idea was floated even as
the Trump administration looks
to finalise an agreement to gain
access to Ukraine’s critical miner-
als, under the guise of repayment
for US support for Ukraine during
the war.
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ready to implement it.”

the statement said.

Italy: massive
demonstrations support
relaunching European Union

Tens of thousands of Italians have gathered
in Rome to voice their support for greater
European Union (EU) unity amid growing
geopolitical uncertainties and concerns over
transatlantic relations.

The demonstration, inspired by a newspaper
column by journalist Michele Serra, aimed to counter
what he described as US policies seeking to create
divisions between Europe and the United States in
defense and trade.

According to Italian media estimates, between
30,000 and 50,000 demonstrators filled and sur-
rounded Piazza del Popolo, transforming the historic
square into a sea of banners and European flags.

Participants called on European leaders to
strengthen the EU’s strategic autonomy, particularly
in defense and economic policy, in response to shift-
ing US priorities.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni has taken a
cautious stance on increasing EU defence spending,

citing concerns over the financial burden such measures
could impose on Italy, which already has one of the
highest public debt levels in the world as a percentage
of gross domestic product.

Meloni’s reluctance to fully endorse a coordi-
nated EU defence strategy comes as Washington
signals potential reductions in US security com-
mitments to Europe, further fuelling debate over
the bloc’s future geopolitical direction.

“We are 50,000 real people. It was a demonstra-
tion of peace and democracy. Thank you to each and
every one of you. We are European citizens,” Serra
said at the end of the rally in Rome’s square.

“We are many. We are many because we are a
people, a word that in recent years has been elimi-
nated from democracy, despite the fact that it is the
most democratic of words. Europe is not an abstract
concept. It is salvation. Let us remember that when
we reject migrants,” the journalist added.

Telesur &
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NAMIBIA: Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah was sworn in as
Namibia’s first female president, nearly sixty years after
she joined the liberation movement fighting for inde-
pendence from apartheid South Africa. Representing
the South West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO),
she secured a decisive victory in last November elec-
tions, getting 58 per cent of the vote. In her inaugural
address she expressed gratitude to the Namibian people
for their trust, saying that her administration is commit-
ted to “good governance” and called on public officials to
uphold high ethical standards at all times. The president
outlined her priorities, focusing on improving sanitation,
addressing housing challenges, and advancing educa-
tion reforms. She also pledged to combat corruption,
which she described as a source of frustration for
Namibians and a threat to the nation’s stability.

USA: President Donald Trump signed an executive order
calling for the dismantling of the Education Department.
The order stated that Education Secretary Linda
McMahon would “take all necessary steps to facilitate
the closure of the Department of Education and return
authority over education to the states and local communi-
ties.” McMahon announced that half of the department’s
staff would be placed on administrative leave starting.
The number of employees was cut from 4,333 to 2,183.
The Department of Education is responsible for distribut-
ing federal funds to states for underprivileged students.
As US Sen. Brisport pointed out, Trump “wants the pub-
lic vulnerable, under-educated and easy to manipulate.”
The Senator also stressed in his statement on the deci-
sion to eliminate the Department of Education: “The
far-right wants a private education system that they can
profit from, and they want the working-class stripped of
the power that comes from education. Like our found-
ing fathers, president Trump knows that the best defence
against tyranny is public education; that is precisely why
he wants to end it. It is also precisely why Americans will
fight back.”

POLAND: Poland and the three Baltic states plan to
withdraw from the international convention banning the
use of landmines. The defense ministers of Poland,
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia said in a joint statement
that they “unanimously recommend withdrawal from the
Ottawa Convention.” “Military threats to NATO member
states bordering Russia and Belarus have significant-
ly increased,” the statement said. “With this decision,
we are sending a clear message: Our countries are pre-
pared and can use every necessary measure to defend
our territory and freedom.” Estonia’s Defense Minister
added that “Estonia and our regional allies remain com-
mitted to upholding international humanitarian law and
the protection of civilians even after withdrawing from the
Ottawa Convention.” It seems Orwell’'s books were not a
fiction, but a manual for these people.

CYPRUS: Cyprus and the United Nations agency for ref-
ugees clashed over allegations that Cyprus is engaged
in ‘push backs’ against boats loaded with migrants.
Cyprus authorities denied the allegations, claiming that
they abide by the country’s international legal obligations.
The United Nations agency for migration announced that
nearly 9,000 people died last year attempting to cross
borders. The death toll set a new record for the fifth year
in a row. The real death toll is likely to be much higher
given that many deaths go unreported or undocumented.
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Canada’s CSIS takes Trump’s
invasion threats seriously

Graham Holton

President Donald Trump’s
threats to invade Canada have
been taken very seriously by
former senior Canadian intel-
ligence officials, who said that
the US is covertly destabilising
Canada. Ward Elcock, former
head of CSIS (Canadian Secu-
rity Intelligence Service) and
national security adviser, said
Trump, “intends clearly to
try and destabilise our econ-
omy.” He also regards Musk
“as a problem” on a number
of fronts. South African-born
Elon Musk is a Canadian cit-
izen. Musk tweeted on X that
“Canada is not a real country.”

Dick Fadden, former head of
CSIS and a national security adviser
to former PM Stephen Harper, says
the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) will use Musk’s X platform
to try and change political views.
“If so, that’s foreign interference.”
Fadden says it is possible that the
US government would use more
intrusive tactics, such as financing
pro-annexationist groups within
Canada. The CIA has “an extraor-
dinary capacity to do this.”

Neil Bisson, a former CSIS intel-
ligence officer who is now director
of the Global Intelligence Knowl-
edge Network, says that there are
some Canadians who are vulnera-
ble to anti-Canadian propaganda,

particularly the young who feel
economically disenfranchised. He
told CBC News: “If you have indi-
viduals who are concerned about
where their next meal is coming
from or if they’re going to get a roof
over their head, that supersedes
sovereignty.”

US political analyst, Malcolm
Nance, also takes Trump’s threats
seriously. He was an intelligence
and foreign policy analyst, a former
CIA agent, and was a visiting
lecturer on counter-terrorism at
Macquarie University’s Centre on
Policing, Intelligence and Coun-
ter-terrorism. He believes that over
the next 6 to 18 months Trump
will politically and economically
destabilise Canada leading up to a
possible military invasion. Trump’s
plan is to split political parties with
secret destabilisation plans.

President Trump’s threats to
invade Canada have been taken
very seriously by US politicians. So
much so that Rep. Seth Magaziner
has introduced the No Invading
Allies Act legislation into Congress
to prohibit Trump from invading
Canada and other friendly nations.
The bill will ban the use of federal
funds for a military invasion.

Since his inauguration Trump
has continuously attacked Canada.
He referred to PM Justin Trudeau
as the “Governor of the 51st State,”
seeing him as weak. Mark Carney
replaced Trudeau as Liberal prime

Graphic: TUBS — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0)

minister on 9 March. Carney is
seen as a much tougher negotia-
tor. Trump has repeatedly insulted
Canada in virtually every discussion
he has had on the subject, saying
with his usual mixture of threat,
falsehood and exaggeration that
if Canada became the 51st state it
would have “lower taxes, and far
better military protection for the
people of Canada — and no tariffs.”

In early February Trump stated
that “Canada was not viable” as a
country, and that “Canada would
not exist without the United States.”
Forty-eight hours later, he imposed
25 per cent tariffs on Canada. He
claims that the “vast majority” of
Canadian youth want to join the US.

A recent poll from Angus Reid
found only 10 per cent of Canadians,
and 21 per cent of Conservatives,

would vote to join the US, depend-
ing on the conditions offered. Even
French-speaking Quebec, with its
history of wanting secession, saw
no advantage in becoming a US
state. The reality is that the average
Canadian has far better conditions
than US citizens, with free hospitals,
great health care, and low crime
rates. Canadians will fight against
any US invasion. &

OP-ED: On Ukraine: liberals want war, Trump
wants peace. All agree on death in Gaza

Margaret Kimberley

Donald Trump’s efforts to normal-
ise relations with Russia, and to end
the fighting in the Ukraine proxy war
are logical and sensible. But years of
whipped up anti-Russia hatred make
logical solutions difficult to achieve,
with democrats trying to fight his
change of course. While Russia is a
hot button issue, there is silence and
bipartisan consensus about continu-
ing Israel’s war crimes in Gaza.

“Could you take on Russia by
yourselves?”

Trump to Keir Starmer

“You're gambling with the lives of
millions of people. You're gambling
with World War III.

Trump to Volodymyr Zelensky

The oval office sparring between Donald
Trump, JD Vance, and Volodymyr Zelensky
was indeed a unique event. These gatherings
are generally photo opportunities of little
substance that work to the public relations
benefit of all parties. An argument taking
place as the cameras rolled was something
that has never taken place before.

Of course the United States often supports
foreign leaders only to pull the rug out from
under them when circumstances change.
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein is but one example.
The US backed him in his war against Iran
only to later invade his country and have him
hanged. His demise was preceded by closed
doors discussions followed by an avalanche
of anti-Saddam war propaganda.

In contrast, Zelensky’s downfall was
sudden, public, and self-inflicted. Also Zelen-
sky is the darling of corporate media and the
Democratic Party, making the verbal fracas
all the more fraught.

This moment requires clear-headed think-
ing and political maturity that prevents being
swept up in bizarre war propaganda that
results in people changing their appearance
to look like Zelensky or weep on camera for
a man who profits politically and personally
from US funding.

Most people are not aware that European
leaders who have literally given nearly all
their military equipment to Ukraine, and
who were silent as Biden administration
policies deprived them of Russian gas and
deindustrialised their economies, set up the
photo opportunity.

French president Emmanuel Macron
and UK prime minister Keir Starmer visited
Trump in the days before Zelensky did. They
expected Zelensky to agree to a deal giving
the US control over rare earth minerals in
Ukraine in exchange for security guarantees.

He was instructed by the State Depart-
ment not to mention the security guarantee,
meaning the US being willing to have a hot
war with Russia on Ukraine’s behalf. But
Zelensky over stepped and the fireworks
began. The Trump administration was so
enraged that niceties such as a post-meeting
luncheon were dispensed with and Zelensky
and his entourage were instructed to leave
the White House right away.

Democrats also met with Zelensky that
day and showered him with affection as in
his glory days with the Biden administration
which orchestrated the proxy war in 2022.
One by one they declared their love, posed
for pictures and shouted, “Slava Ukraini!”
In the fallout from the meeting disaster they
predictably called Trump a “Putin puppet”
and Russian stooge who was endangering
the country.

But another policy decision was made
after the Zelensky debacle. Secretary of State
Rubio announced that he was approving
$4 billion in military aid to Israel, using

emergency authority to bypass Congress
in doing so. After only six weeks in office,
the Trump administration had authorised
a total of $12 billion for Israel. None of the
Democrats who were so outraged about the
treatment of Zelensky said one word about
continuing a genocide.

Bypassing Congress makes life easier
for all concerned. No one has to be public
and protests are more muted. Not only did
Trump continue pumping up the genocidal
war machine, he also approved of Israel shut-
ting off the delivery of all humanitarian aid
that was coming to Gaza through the Rafah
crossing bordering Egypt.

While brinkmanship with Russia has
made World War III a distinct possibility, it
is Donald Trump who wants to address the
danger and restore a working relationship
with Russia. Democrats live in a fantasy
world in which they think that sending public
money down a bottomless pit will bring down
the Russian economy or create a regime
change plan that will end Vladimir Putin’s
government. The risks of continuing failed
and dangerous policies are never addressed
by them as they convince themselves that
the United States can use military power
and economic power to do whatever it wants
anywhere in the world.

While there is debate about US policy
with Russia and Ukraine, there is absolute-
ly none about Israel. The word ‘ceasefire’
is a misnomer, as Israel continues military
attacks in Gaza and now cuts off food and
other aid, a war crime by definition. The
only concession to Palestine solidarity pro-
tests is that now military aid discussions
are carried out in secret so as to diminish
opposition. Both parties are quite happy
with this arrangement and more people die
as a result of US actions.

Trump is quite serious about ending
the Ukraine proxy war. Democrats are very

unserious in discussing the same issue.
They attack Trump from the right, digging
up every discredited Russiagate trope about
“collusion” with Putin. It is proper that the
United States no longer accuses Russia of
committing aggression in United Nations res-
olutions. Doing so is not treason but a policy
that could lead to a peaceful solution for a
crisis fomented by previous administrations.

The Palestinians have no such luck.
Israel’s aggressions aren’t even mentioned
and if they are they are excused or even
applauded by the administration, congress,
and corporate media. International Criminal
Court arrest warrants and condemnations
from the international community have no
teeth and genocidal continues unperturbed
and flush with US money.

The collusion with zionist aggression is
not just a function of US policy. The same
European nations which declare eternal
support for the Zelensky government are
also instrumental in proudly aiding Israel
in the commission of war crimes. It would
appear that the only bright spot in world
affairs is Trump’s attempt to change course
towards Russia. Then again, if Zelensky can
manage to conduct himself as the supplicant
that he is, US policy towards Ukraine might
not change very much either. Contrary to
Russiaphobic corporate media reporting,
the Ukraine conflict and normalisation of
Russian relations are being dealt with as
separate issues.

On the other hand, Israel is again sitting
pretty in Washington. There is no outrage
from either wing of the duopoly about
aggression aided and abetted by the United
States. Even Donald Trump, labelled as an
outlier Hitlerian dictator gets buy-in from
a so-called opposition party.

Black Agenda Report &
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UK: assisted dying
‘a class issue’

“Assisted dying is a class
issue,” Liz Carr of Not Dead
Yet told activists, journalists
and MPs at a meeting in Par-
liament .

“As long as we live in a world
where certain groups of people are
devalued — and we saw [in the wel-
fare cuts debate] really powerfully
the distinction between the deserv-
ing and undeserving poor — it will
never be safe to legalise assisted
suicide, because no safeguard can
protect against the abuse that will
happen.”

Labour MP Diane Abbott hosted
the meeting, jointly organised
by Disabled People Against Cuts
(DPAC) and the Morning Star,
explaining she opposed the assisted
dying bill “because I know what
people are like, and I know what
institutions are like.”

She had seen how unscrupu-
lous some relatives could be when
questions of money are involved,
and was alert to the likelihood
that an overstretched NHS would
see people pushed towards ending
their lives if that became an option.

Coercion was often almost
impossible to detect, she warned,
and could include what people don’t
say as well as what they do — such
as remaining silent when a patient
worries they are a burden on family
or society.

Abbott said it was no accident
that black MPs overwhelmingly
opposed assisted dying legisla-
tion — “if anybody is assisted to
commit suicide, it'll be people that
look like us.”

Palliative care consultant Dr

Photo: rawpixel.com

Jamilla Hussein said she was not
opposed in principle, but working
with racialised communities she
found the common response to the
bill was “we’re scared that this will
be forced on us.”

Experiences of systematic dis-
crimination during COVID had
led to deep distrust of giving state
institutions power over their lives
and deaths.

Baroness Jane Campbell of Not
Dead Yet spoke of the othering of
disabled people and the assump-
tion that they are “better off dead”
— leading to many able-bodied
people assuming they would opt
to die if they developed a serious
disability, when with time most
come to appreciate their lives if
supported to do so.

DPAC’s Ellen Clifford explained
how Kim Leadbeater MP’s Bill Com-
mittee had rejected almost every
amendment brought to protect
vulnerable groups, while Barbara
Roberts of Disability Labour and
the Socialist Health Association
said attacks on disabled people’s

living standards would drive them
to despairing of life — at which point
institutions with low regard for
disabled people’s contributions to
society would facilitate ending it.

“No witnesses from disabled
people’s organisations, such as
Inclusion London nor campaign
groups such as DPAC have been
called upon to give evidence,” Rob-
erts pointed out.

Former PCS vice-president
John MclInally detailed the loosen-
ing of criteria in countries where it
had been legalised, and stressed the
importance for socialists of prior-
itising collective rights, including
safeguarding the right to life of
vulnerable groups, over an indi-
vidualist “right to die.”

“Never trust a liberal on a moral
crusade,” he warned, pointing to the
blasé rejection of safeguard after
safeguard by the bill committee.

The bill will return to Parlia-
ment for its third reading in late
April or May.

Mormning Star &

Japan: ‘Sushiro’ workers
go on strike

Workers at Sushiro, a nationally well-known
chain of sushi restaurants, went on strike in
Yatomi City (Aichi Pref.) on 11 March, demand-
ing higher hourly wages for all employees.
Supported by the Zenroren-affiliated Aichi Pre-
fectural Federation of Trade Unions (Ai-roren), the
strike was organised by the Kaitenzushi (conveyor-belt
sushi) Union, a sub-branch of the Tokyo Metropolitan

Youth Union.

Kaitenzushi Union consisting of workers in the
Kaitenzushi industry in Japan decided to call a strike
after receiving “no response” to the union’s demand to
raise hourly wages to at least 1,300 yen (AU $13.70)

in collective bargaining.

Yoshida Hokuto who leads the sub-branch said,
“The 1,300 yen hourly wage demand is really a modest
demand for us to just live decently.” A 63-year-old

union member who works part-time said that the
current hourly wage of 1,150 yen is too low to make
ends meet as the cost of living increases.

Part-timers at a Sushiro outlet in Sendai City
(Miyagi Pref.) also went on strike on 7 March, demand-
ing higher wages.

A union member using a megaphone said, “We
work for more than the hourly wage value of 1,000

yen, and 95 per cent of Sushiro workers are non-reg-

ular workers.”

Members of the Miyagi Youth Union, the Zen-
roren-affiliated Miyagi-roren, and union members of
Sushiro outlets from Tokyo spoke in turn to encourage

the strikers. Japanese Communist Party member and

former Miyagi prefectural assemblyperson Fukushima
Kazue addressed the gathering in solidarity.
Japan Press Weekly &
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Half the Sky

Dutton’s return to
the dark ages

Anna Pha

Coalition leader Peter Dutton’s reputation on women'’s issues
has taken another hit. This time it is for his attack on women
employed in the Australian Public Service (APS). He is com-
mitted to forcing public servants back into the office five days
a week. Shadow Finance Minister Senator Jane Hume claims
the APS workforce has shown a “lack of respect for the work
that went into earning the taxes they spend.” She went on
to say, without a shred of evidence, that working from home
“has become a right that is creating inefficiency.” According to
Hume, 61 per cent of public servants reported working from
home at least part of the time last year.

Three quarters of employees in the APS work full-time com-
pared to 54 per cent in the private sector and just 9 per cent
work part-time compared to 21 per cent in the private sector.
When it comes to women, 73 per cent work full-time in the
public service compared with the private sector where 60 per
cent are employed part-time or casually. So, what is the dif-
ference behind the figures? One reason stands out: the public
service has normalised flexible working arrangements such
as working from home and being able to adjust hours of work
from day to day. Such policies have facilitated the entry of
many women into the workforce and enabled many of them to
work full-time.

In fact, research done by the Committee for Economic
Development of Australia, a conservative think tank, found the
workforce participation rate from 2019 to 2023 in jobs where
people could work from home increased by 9 percentage
points for women with young children and by 4.4 percentage
points for people with a disability or a health condition.

Commonwealth Public Sector Union national secretary
Melissa Donnelly confirmed the impact of greater flexibility
saying more women were working full-time in the public ser-
vice because of flexible working arrangements. “So, we are
seeing women move from part-time roles to full-time roles, and
one of the reasons for that is this ability to access flexibility.”

At the end of 2023, 60 per cent of the APS workforce were
women. A forced return to the office five days a week would
disadvantage women. Dutton has rightly been accused of sex-
ism. His response to such accusations: “It doesn’t discriminate
against people on the basis of gender. It is for public servants.
It doesn’t have an impact, and we are not going to shy away
from the fact that this is taxpayer money.” Dutton continued,
“I want to ensure we have an efficient public service.” The slur
here is that ‘fat cat’ public servants are lazy unless they’re in
the office with a line manager glaring at them.

Working from home can provide employees with greater flex-
ibility and autonomy, allowing them to better manage their
work-life balance and potentially leading to increased moti-
vation and productivity. Studies have shown that remote
workers can be more productive, with some research suggest-
ing a 13 per cent increase in productivity compared to in-office
counterparts.

Dutton then dug himself in even deeper, suggesting that it
wouldn’t disadvantage women because there are “plenty of
job-sharing arrangements.” So women who were working pro-
ductively at home can have half the pay with worse conditions.
That thinking sounds like a return to the dark ages. Dutton is
also planning to slash 41,000 jobs from the APS. This would
inevitably discriminate against women as they comprise just
over 60 per cent of the APS workforce.

Dutton has consistently opposed workplace reforms that
benefit women. In 2022, he voted against stronger rights
to request flexible work arrangements which help women to
secure a better work-life balance and to stay connected to
work. He also voted consistently against reproductive rights,
including access to abortion.
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WASHINGTON: On Friday, 14
March, US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio kicked out South
Africa’s ambassador to the Unit-
ed States, Ebrahim Rasool. The
language Rubio used in expelling
Ambassador Rasool was crude in
the extreme.

Evidently Rubio and Trump do not
agree with the maxim of Otto von Bis-
marck, the creator of modern Germany:
“Always observe the amenities: Even a
declaration of war should be phrased
politely.” In a social media post, Rubio
called Rasool a “race-baiting politician
who hates America and POTUS.”

Some speculate that the expulsion
came as a result of criticisms Rasool
had made of the MAGA movement in
the United States — criticisms widely
shared worldwide and within the United
States itself. But it is also likely that the
Trump administration is gunning for
South Africa for other reasons, as well.

TARGET:
SOUTH AFRICA

Trump’s DOGE chief Elon Musk has
been ramping up accusations against his
native country in recent weeks, saying it
is discriminating against white farmers
in its land ownership laws. He refers to
a recent Expropriation Act passed by
the government aimed at addressing
the holdovers of apartheid, in which 75
per cent of the country’s private land
is still owned by the tiny 7 per cent of
Afrikaners. Musk calls it a “genocide of
white people in South Africa,” echoing
white supremacist conspiracies like the
“great replacement theory.”

Picking up the US far-right’s long
commitment to denigrating post-apart-
heid South Africa, Trump has cut off all
US aid bound for the country and offered
refugee status and a “rapid pathway to
citizenship” for white farmers. After dec-
ades of racist rule, this revision of history
is turning perpetrators into victims.

Then there are also South Africa’s
international ties which are at odds with
the Trump administration’s imperial
agenda. The country has significant trade
ties with China and is a key partner in
the Belt and Road Initiative and in the
BRICS group of nations.

South Africa has also had a long-term
friendship with socialist Cuba, a country
that Trump, and especially Rubio with
his family’s Cuban exile background,
heartily detest.

More immediately, US anger is also
probably related to the fact that South
Africa has taken the Israeli government
to the International Criminal Court,
specifically with the charge of genocide
in Gaza. This intervention by South
Africa has been getting support from
other countries as different as Ireland
and Cuba, with the list growing. The
United States is one of Israel’s closest
supporters in the Gaza matter and has
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Trump versus ...
South Africa

Ebrahim Rasool. Photo: Maria Patricia Leiva/OAS — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

made threats against the personnel
of the International Criminal Court,
including sanctions.

WHO IS
EBRAHIM RASOOL?

Rasool is an African National Con-
gress politician classified in uniquely
South African terminology as both a
“Coloured” and a “Cape Malay.” This
requires some explanation. When the
Dutch set up their initial settlement on
the location of the modern city of Cape
Town, their initial idea was simply to
provide ships sailing to and from the
valuable Dutch colony of Indonesia with
a place to stop and take on fresh water,
food, and other supplies.

On the return trip, Netherlanders
who had been living in Indonesia brought
with them slaves, servants, employees,
and even some high-born refugees from
their colony, and settled them in the Cape
Town area, where they were employed by
the settler population in food production,
domestic service, and other occupations.
Because these people spoke languages
roughly grouped as “Malay” and they
lived at the Cape, future generations
in South Africa have referred to them
as “Cape Malays.” They also brought
Islam with them and, eventually, the
first mosques.

This population mixed with the
original inhabitants of that part of
Southwestern South Africa, namely
the speakers of the Khoisan languages,
whose numbers had been greatly reduced
and whose community institutions had
been disrupted by violent repression and
introduced diseases, with Europeans
and with other Africans, thus forming
the social category called “Coloured.”

This population picked up a simpli-
fied version of Dutch as their language,

and this developed into today’s Afri-
kaans. Some of the earliest written texts
of Afrikaans, using Arabic script, were
put out for use in the Islamic worship
services of this “Cape Malay” population.
Those are the origins of Rasool and of
quite a few other important figures in
South African politics, literature, and
cultural affairs.

Many such people have shared a
birthplace in the famous “District Six”
near downtown Cape Town with Rasool
and his family. District Six is nostalgi-
cally remembered by many as an oasis
of multiracial cooperation and freedom,
as well as cultural and especially musi-
cal creativity, in the otherwise racially
divided and white-dominated country.
This is where Ebrahim Rasool was born,
as were many other important politi-
cal activists, including the writer and
anti-apartheid militant Alex La Guma.

But at the end of the 1960s, the fas-
cist apartheid government declared that
District Six would be for white people
only, even though just a tiny proportion
of its population was white. Then, the
police and the bulldozers moved in. By
1973, in spite of strong resistance by
the inhabitants, District Six was only a
memory. The Rasool family was pushed
out, along with thousands of their neigh-
bours, to the barren Cape Flats area to
the Southeast.

After the apartheid regime was
ousted in the elections of 1994, the new
government headed by Nelson Mandela
made strong efforts to remediate the
injury that had been inflicted on the
former inhabitants of District Six.

This is the history that caused Rasool
and many, many others to denounce
racism everywhere they see it, whether
in South Africa or Israel or the United
States of America.

People’'s World &

Yemen

US bombers have killed at least 31 people in
Yemen this month, mainly women and chil-
dren in residential areas. With Donald Trump,
there is none of the pretense offered by previ-
ous presidents that strikes seek to avoid civil-
ian casualties.

“We will use overwhelming lethal force until we have
achieved our objective,” he railed. If Yemen’s Houthi
government does not stop its attacks on Israeli-linked
shipping, he threatened that “HELL WILL RAIN DOWN
ON YOU LIKE NOTHING YOU HAVE SEEN BEFORE.”

The people of Yemen have had their share of hell.
Before China brokered a deal restoring long-severed
relations between Iran, the Houthis’ main ally, and
Saudi Arabia in 2023, Yeminis suffered eight years of
Saudi bombing. The Saudi air force was relaxed about
bombing residential neighbourhoods, hospitals, and
schools. In one infamous atrocity in 2018, it blew up a
school bus, killing 29 children.

The UN estimates the war — aimed at restoring the
Yemeni government in exile, overthrown by the Houthis
in 2014 — killed over 150,000 people directly and more
than another 200,000 from famine and disease as health-
care systems and sanitation infrastructure broke down.

Nonetheless, as Trump will discover, massacring
civilians does not necessarily bring military victory. In
eight long years, the Saudis won no decisive victory over
the Houthis, despite vastly superior firepower, and never
came close to dislodging the Houthi Supreme Political
Council from Yemen’s capital, Sanaa.

Trump’s bombs will kill innocent people, but they
will not stop attacks on shipping. It’s important to note
that there have not actually been any Houthi attacks on
shipping since January’s Israel-Hamas ceasefire was
signed; the US air raids are in response to the Houthi
warning that they plan to resume attacks because Israel
is not abiding by the ceasefire.

Further harassment of shipping could be prevented
if Israel were made to stop its attacks on Palestinians.
Though the US puts the blame on Hamas for the fail-
ure to agree a second phase of the ceasefire, it is Israel
which has reneged on its agreement to withdraw its
forces from Gaza.

It has not stopped killing people in Gaza — Israeli
bombs killed over 400 people in March. Worse still, it
has brazenly used the fragile ceasefire in Gaza to escalate
violence and ethnic cleansing in the West Bank, driving
tens of thousands of Palestinians from their homes and
openly announcing they will not be allowed back for at
least a year.

The failure to rein in Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, whose forces are also still bombing Leba-
non and carving out an enlarged military occupation
zone in Syria, is not just a crime against the Palestinian
people. It has the potential to spark a wider war across
the Middle East.

The United States already blames Iran for everything
the Houthis do, though Tehran has said it is not pro-
viding assistance to the Yemeni group. The Trump
administration says it will hold Iran “accountable” for
Houthi actions.

Netanyahu’s desire to provoke a US-Iran war long
predates the current invasion of Gaza, and such a war
would entail death, destruction, and destabilisation of
the Middle East on an even greater scale than the crim-
inal invasion of Iraq two decades ago.

The US and Israeli Air Forces engaged in threatening
manoeuvres near Iran earlier this month, a provocation
that has been answered by three-way naval exercises
in the area by Iranian, Russian, and Chinese warships.
There could hardly be a starker example of how far and
fast things could escalate.
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