The Workers’ Wee

Guar

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA  We acknowledge the sovereignty of the First Peoples of Australia.

kly l

#2145 19 May 2025

WWW.CPU.Org.au

ISSN 1325-295X

Police state attack on unions

Marcus Browning & Anna Pha

On average one worker is killed and thou-
sands seriously injured every week of every
year in the building and construction indus-
try. Most of these deaths and injuries are
avoidable. The Construction Division of the
CFMEU and its members have been fined
tens of millions of dollars in the courts since
the onslaught begun by the Howard govern-
ment and the introduction of the Austral-
ian Building and Construction Commission
(ABCC). Their crime? Taking action to defend
workplace health and safety and ensure
workers receive their legal entitlements.

Taken over and forced into administration by
the Albanese government, CFMEU workers and
their officials are being hounded, spied on, and
subjected to intimidation by the state, including
the Australian Federal Police. The administra-
tors are using the union’s money to persecute
its members.

Although Labor officially disbanded the ABCC
and transferred most of its vicious anti-union, anti-
worker powers to the Fair Work Act Commission,
the remaining powers are still being wielded as
a political weapon aimed at destroying militant
trade unionism. The criminalisation of legitimate
trade union activity and use of the courts to bleed
unions of their funds remains in place, albeit with
reduced penalties.

Union officials attempting to recruit members,
speak to their members or organise in the work-
place are still being prosecuted. Workers who take
industrial action to protect their wages and working
conditions or refuse to work in unsafe conditions
are pursued.

The ABCC used its draconian powers to call
workers in for secret interrogation sessions. Failure
to attend or refusal to inform on who said what at
a union meeting was punishable by huge fines and
up to six months jail.

The ABCC was set up by the Howard government
and retained in a modified form by the Rudd and
Gillard Labor governments under a new name. As
well as having drained CFMEU members’ money, it
also wasted millions of dollars a year of taxpayers’
money and cost the court system millions more.

The Albanese Labor government placed the
Construction and General Division of the union
into administration and appointed Mark Irving
KC as Administrator on 23 August 2024 for up to
five years.

The framework giving Irving incredible powers
and absolute control over the union was put in place
by former Attorney-General Mark Dreyfus.

One of Irving’s first actions was to sack paid
union officials in Queensland, NSW, and Victoria
and dismantle elected positions and the democratic
bodies of the union.

BLEEDING THE CFMEU DRY

The Australian Financial Review (AFR) reports
that the administration appointed by Irving has spent
$4.4 million in expenses in its first seven months.
These costs have been borne by the union’s NSW,
Victorian, and Queensland branches.

The bill mostly consists of employees’ hefty
salaries and investigation costs, including con-
tractors and consultants. According to the AFR,
Irving is paid $643,640 a year. That will come to
$1.9 million over the administration’s minimum
three-year term.

Irving’s deputy chief of staff, former Australian
Services Union official Michael Flinn, is reportedly
paid $330,000 a year.

CFMEU SINGLED OUT

Under the ABCC the construction union paid
out tens of millions of dollars in penalties for the
‘crime’ of chasing workers’ unpaid entitlements and
attempting to make construction sites safe. Union
officials and workers were also fined for organising
and taking action.

The ABCC’s obsession was such that some of
the cases taken to court were petty and vindictive.

For example, in one case the magistrate com-
mented on the waste of time and public funds
involved in a long drawn-out case in which an organ-
iser was accused of swearing at a boss, saying: “We
have had one witness today about a case whether
a bloke took his hat off or didn’t take his hat off
and whether he said, f-ck off, to somebody or he
didn’t say f-ck off to somebody. One wonders. One
wonders about the motive for all this.”

Nonetheless the official was found guilty. The
union received a combined total of $12,500 in fines
and the organiser lost his right of entry to building
sites for 12 months. The organiser was on the site
workers were instructed to work in pouring rain
on an unsafe site. Never forget; unions make work
safer. No job can be too safe.

Now with the union handicapped, bullying and
harassment cases are now on the rise.

Despite the hefty penalties, the militant union
never let up pursuing bosses who killed and injured
workers and stole worker’s entitlements. Those
bosses were rarely chased by the ABCC.

IT PAYS TO BE UNION

It is not hard to work out why the CFMEU is
the main target. The union has collected millions of
dollars for workers who were ripped off by unscrupu-
lous employers. “That’s a lot of hard-earned money
back in the pockets of workers for them and their
families that they otherwise wouldn’t have,” the
union’s Construction Worker reported. Speaking
of rip-offs, the laws being used by the government
and employers are funded by the public purse.

Urgent action is required to:

+ End the administration of the CFMEU and
return the union to its members
Repeal all anti-union legislation
Legislate for the unfettered right to strike
Abolish the system of right of entry permits for
union representatives
Restore all rights to union officials and
members

Not just union coffers have been affected.
Workers and their families have been hard hit by
the ABCC, and after that, the Albanese govern-
ment. They should receive full compensation. The
International Labour Organisation has repeatedly
found the provisions of the laws in breach of inter-
national law.

This struggle affects all unions, not just the
CFMEU or other unions in the construction indus-
try. If the government in its anti-union campaign on
behalf of employers succeeds against the CFMEU,
it will come after the other unions.

Guardian readers are urged to write to the Prime
Minister, Workplace Relations Minister, their local
MP, Senators including the Greens and independ-
ents, and contact media outlets and social networks.

The struggle to defeat the government’s
attack is the struggle to defend trade unionism in
Australia. &
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What do we want?
What will we get?

The term ‘mandate’ is always thrown around
just after an election. The general rule is that if a
party talks about something during the campaign
then wins, they have a mandate to do that thing. If
they do the opposite, we get to be angry about it.

The danger for Australia now is that Labor has
had a very decisive win, and might decide that they
have a mandate to carry on the way they have been
for the last three years. What do we want from
Labor?

One thing is a properly funded Medicare. Labor
made a big deal of bringing back Bulk Billing from
the dead during the election. As usual, they’ve made
some steps towards that, but there’s a long way to
go. Doctors are still saying that it’s too expensive for
them to run full bulk billing practices. The private
health sector continues to receive gigantic subsidies
which could be redirected towards making bulk
billing universal.

On Climate Change, we definitely have expecta-
tions. Labor got in three years ago, in no small part
because Australians didn’t want a government that
was actively hostile to effective action on Climate
Change. What they got instead was a government
that makes all the right noises, but continues to
open fossil fuel projects and subsidise the corpo-
rations that run those projects.

This time around, Australians rejected Peter
Dutton’s nuclear distraction — in fact we rejected
it so decisively the Coalition went quiet on nuclear
part way through the campaign. What we want is
real action on climate. Australians can see what’s
going on. We register the abnormal levels of bush-
fires, floods, heatwaves, and coral bleaching. Labor
has spent three years treating climate as a matter
of perceptions, as something that will go away if
they just get the figures looking good. It’s going
to take a sustained struggle to get them to take it
seriously.

One thing there is not a mandate for, is anti-un-
ion politics. The Dutton Coalition was promising
to bring back the ABCC, the watchdog body set up
to persecute building unions. There’s no popular
desire for more anti-union actions from govern-
ment. Australians want safe, well-paid, and secure
jobs, and a strong union movement is the best way
to get that. The government’s ongoing attack on
construction unions is an attack on all workers.
Here again, we’re going to have to fight. Labor will
assume that the big win means they got that issue
right. They got it very wrong. The administration
they set up to run the CFMEU with members’ money
has created a precedent which can be used by any
government on any union. It’s not going to be used
by Dutton, which is a relief, but the threat to every
worker is still there.

Understandably, Labor is treating the election as
a vindication of its actions since 2022, but there’s
every chance the result was more a rejection of the
Coalition’s clueless incompetence. The Liberals and
the National Party will spend a lot of time analysing
the results, but what it comes down to is this: the
Coalition has bad policies and they didn’t sell them
well. Labor should not take the result as a request
for more of the same.

Politics doesn’t end when the election ends.
Labor will be making decisions that will affect
each and every one of us. The Communist Party
of Australia will be fighting for what the working
class of this country expect. If you support those
expectations, join or support us.

Guardian

Governments failing
Victoria’s public
school students

The Australian Education
Union (AEU) Victorian Branch
has branded the delay in fund-
ing for public schools from the
Victorian and Commonwealth
governments a disaster.

The Allan Labor government
has failed to honour their com-
mitment to delivering the state’s
contribution to fully fund public
schools by delaying their share for
three years to 2031.

“Victoria’s public schools are
the lowest funded in the country,”
said AEU Victorian Branch presi-
dent Justin Mullaly.

“Without full funding delivered
in a fair and timely way, it will be
much harder for teachers, educa-
tion support staff, and principals
to properly and effectively meet
the learning and wellbeing needs
of students.

“The state Labor government

likes to call Victoria the ‘education
state,” but with billions of dollars of
missing funding, every other state
and territory are deserving of that
mantle instead of Victoria.

“Beyond needing to explain to
Victorian public school staff, stu-
dents, and families why they are
not worth the investment compared
to other states and territories, the
Premier and Education Minister
need to fix this mess and ensure
our schools are funded properly
and fairly.

“We should only accept the
Victorian and Commonwealth
governments delivering a bilateral
agreement that delivers full funding
in a meaningful and timely way, and
not pushed out into a timeframe
that means the resources AEU
members and their students need
continue to be delayed.

“With full funding, Victorian

public school students would have
more support to achieve their full
potential.

“Schools would be able to
employ more teachers and edu-
cation support staff, reduce class
sizes, boost wellbeing programs,
and ensure every student gets more
individual attention.

“It would be easier to attract
and retain school staff and better
address teacher shortages, as well
as help tackle excessive school staff
workloads.

“This is an unacceptable situ-
ation that requires urgent action
from both levels of government.

“By delaying funding, the
Allan Labor government and the
re-elected Albanese Labor govern-
ment are failing Victoria’s students,”
Mullaly said. &

Victorian government
urged to help abuse

survivors

Australian Lawyers Alliance says law reform
is urgently needed to ensure justice for all vic-
tim survivors of institutional abuse, following
last year’s High Court decision in Bird v DP.

“We are deeply concerned about the real and
ongoing impact of the High Court’s decision on victim
survivors and their ability to access justice,” said Susan
Accary, Victorian President, Australian Lawyers Alli-
ance. “We welcome the Victorian government’s interest
in this issue and urge the government to engage with
the debate on the Bill proposed by Rachel Payne of
Legalise Cannabis Victoria.

“It is Victorian politicians that are leading the way
on this reform and other states and territories are all
looking to Victoria for guidance on how to best help
abuse victim survivors.

“We believe the best and most expeditious reform
avenue in this space will be for states and territories
to legislate changes in their respective jurisdictions.
For Victoria, we have recommended additions and
amendments to the Wrongs Act 1958 (Vic).”

In Bird v DP, the High Court decided that the
Catholic Church cannot be held vicariously liable
for the sexual abuse of a child committed by a priest

because the Court held that the priest was not an
employee of the Diocese in Ballarat, Victoria. The
High Court chose to overrule the trial division and
the Court of Appeal of the Victorian Supreme Court.

“Bird v DP is an unfortunate white smoke deci-
sion by our High Court. Priests live in church-owned
buildings. They have their food and general needs
paid for the by Church. Priests do the bidding of
Cardinals. But because they do not pay tax or have
a traditional employment contract, our law now
says that the undertaking of the ‘Lord’s work’ is not
equivalent to employment we recognise. It is a fiction
to say priests are not employed by the Church,” said
Susan. “The High Court decision means that there
is a distinct two-tiered system of justice in Australia
impacting victim survivors of child sexual abuse by
non-employees depending on where they live and the
date of their abuse.

“Until we reform this legislation, Australia is now
at odds with decades of authority in the highest courts
of Canada, the United Kingdom, and New Zealand in
regard to institutional abuse cases.”

Australian Lawyers Alliance @
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How’s your posture?

Not so long ago, we heard a lot about
AUKUS. It’s a pact under which Aus-
tralia signs up for more than $360
billion in order to eventually have
nuclear powered submarines pro-
duced by the US and the UK. AUKUS,
which we’ve never been able to vote
on is still going on, and costing us
some serious coin.

But there’s much more to Austral-
ia’s military relations with the US than
AUKUS. The US-Australia Force Posture
Agreement (FPA, signed in 2014) facili-
tates an expansion of the United States’
military presence in Australia, huge mili-
tary expenditures of Australian taxpayers’
money, and the diversion of scarce public
resources away from critical social needs
including affordable housing, health, and
welfare, education, addressing the climate
crisis, and renewable energy infrastructure.

Neither AUKUS or the FPA has ever
been subject to scrutiny through a public
or parliamentary inquiry.

WHAT IS THE FORCE
POSTURE AGREEMENT?

The bottom line with the Agreement is
that it allows the US to control our military.
The US-Australia Force Posture Agreement
(FPA) was signed in 2014, following the
2011 announcement by President Obama
of the US military ‘Pivot to Asia.’ It lasts for
25 years and can be terminated by either
party with one year’s notice.

The FPA says: “United States Forces
and United States Contractors shall have
unimpeded access to and use of Agreed
Facilities and Areas for activities under-
taken in connection with this Agreement.”

It also allows:
unimpeded access to our airfields and
airport facilities for US combat aircraft
and bombers,
unimpeded access to our seaports for
US naval vessels, including US nuclear
submarines at HMAS Stirling in
Western Australia,
the construction of a US Air Force
mission planning, intelligence and
operations centre in Darwin as part of
$630 million in US spending across
the Top End over the next two years,
the establishment, under US military
control, of several storage facilities
for aircraft fuel, spare parts and
munitions, including eleven giant
jet fuel storage tanks near Darwin’s
main port at a cost to the US of

$270 million, which “will allow the
US to run large-scale exercises and
operations from Northern Australia,
demonstrating how strategically
important the top end has become for
Washington,” and

+ the embedding of US military
intelligence analysts within Canberra’s
Defence Intelligence Organisation,
which will be renamed the Combined
Intelligence Centre —Australia, a move
Marles described as a “significant
step” towards “seamless” intelligence
ties.

The Forward Posture Agreement ena-
bles the United States not only to station its
troops in Darwin but to store on Australian
soil, US war supplies including spare parts,
fuel, weapons, ammunition and bombs and
opens Australia’s seaports to their navy and
airports and runways for the use of their
air-force. This Agreement makes Australia
a base in the Indo-Pacific-South East Asia
for the US military from which they can
launch hostile acts against our neighbours.

Currently they have their sights on
the islands claimed by China in the South
China sea and some have said they are set
on blocking the straits of Malacca in order
to put pressure on China by blocking its
major shipping route.

The US strategy could be summed up
as being a policy to contain China in order
to maintain US hegemony on the Indo-Pa-
cific-South East Asia area.

The cost? The initial cost was $2-3
billion. It was to be shared between the
US and Australia, but how much of it was
paid by Australian taxpayers was kept
secret for reasons of “national security.”

SEAMLESS

Richard Marles, our Defence Minister
has said that Australia’s military engage-
ment with the US military would “move
beyond interoperability to interchange-
ability” and Australia would “ensure we
have all the enablers in place to operate
seamlessly together, at speed.”

While the FPA strongly supports
America’s ability to wage war against
China, politicians have not explained
its significance to the Australian public.
Public consultation on the FPA was virtu-
ally non-existent. The Northern Territory
government was consulted, while other
state and territory governments merely
received advice about it.

The FPA makes a mockery of Australian
claims to be independent or sovereign. &
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Albanese does

FK

One notable feature of the govern-
ments Peter Dutton used to be a
member of was the creation of a giant
government department for him to
run. Home Affairs included a group of
previously independent government

departments, all bound up under Dut-
ton’s authority, with Border Force
officers nicely clad in quasi-military
uniforms, just the way Peter Dutton
liked it.

In 2022, Labor moved the Australian
Federal Police back to the Attorney-Gener-
al’s Department. It had good reason to — the

Home Affairs budget blew out wildly, even
under Labor. The Australian National Audit
Office found major inefficiencies in Home
Affairs’ regulation of migration agents.
Apart from the obvious failure of Home
Affairs as a mega-department, there are good
reasons for the Australian Federal Police
(AFP) to be under the Attorney-General.

it Dutton’s way

That provides some sort of check on the
AFP’s extensive powers.

Home Affairs received $100 million in
the last budget to help it do better. Now that
the AFP has been moved back in, Crikey has
described the moves as “Incompetence is
rewarded.” &

3 more years of being lied to?

In Anthony Albanese’s first
major speech after being
returned as Prime Minister,
he lied to the Australian pub-
lic about public housing yet
again.

“I note both the Coalition and
the Greens’ housing spokespeople
won’t be in the parliament,” he says.
“I think part of the reason ... is they
held up public housing.”

The Albanese government has
refused to commit to build public
housing, preferring less affordable,
more expensive, less secure, pri-
vately run, “community housing.”

Max Chandler-Mather, the former
Greens housing spokesperson,
demanded public housing be
included in this housing package
that was ‘held up.’ When ALP rep-
resentatives are brave enough to
utter the words “public housing,” it
is only to mislead the public.
Across Australia, we have
seen public housing neglected,
demolished, and privatised over
the decades. The Victorian Labor
government is committed to tearing
down all 44 public housing towers,
leasing the land to private enter-
prise to run “community housing”

over the next 40 years. We witness
the same agenda against public
housing nationwide.

RAHU DEMANDS

RAHU (the Renters and Hous-
ing Union) demands that Albanese
keep to his word, and commit
to building real, publicly owned,
publicly managed, public hous-
ing, the same housing he grew up
in. RAHU encourages the Senate
cross-bench to push the returned
Labor government to maintain and
build public housing.

Albanese reiterates in his speech

“the key is supply, the key is supply,
get out of the way and let the private
sector build it.” This is a distortion
of our housing crisis. One in ten
properties remain empty, enough
to house every homeless person
and more. The key is distribution.
Property hoarders like yourself
and your colleagues in parliament
are the real problem. The private
sector is not the solution. If it was,
they would have solved the problem
already. We need a publicly owned
builder, building publicly owned
homes, to be used by the public.
Not the private sector raking in

cash from land hoarders, building
shoddy homes to be left empty and
juicing rents.

The Labor party has a mandate
to enact real change for renters,
public housing tenants and prospec-
tive homeowners. Yet their policies
are focused on heating up housing
prices, increasing profits for pri-
vate developers and destroying
the homes of thousands of public
housing, residents.

Renters and Housing Union &
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Greenwashing
to continue

Peter Farmer

Australia’s biggest gas com-
pany has two main priorities.
One is to keep increasing its
production and sale of gas.
Another, according to Aus-
tralian expert Ketan Joshi is
to keep telling investors, gov-
ernments and the general pub-
lic that Woodside is “on the
right side of climate change.”

In the last quarter of 2024,
Woodside hugely expanded its
spending on outdoor and TV
advertising.

“This is a company that still
cares about its public image,” com-
ments Joshi.

Woodside’s latest climate
report makes a big deal of having
almost achieved its climate targets

for 2025. That’s in ‘scope 1 and 2,
which means they’re measuring
emissions from extracting gas and
moving it around, but not looking
at the emissions from that gas after
its sold.

Almost hitting the target already
sounds good, but the compa-
ny’s production of fossil fuel has
increased by nearly a third over
the last four years. It turns out that
Woodside used carbon offsets to
get there. In fact, Joshi reports,
Woodside’s “real emissions are
going up, and ... claimed emissions
are going down.”

Woodside also uses an ‘equity’
filter when they report emissions.
That means they adjust the emis-
sions in proportion to how much
money they have invested in a pro-
ject, even if they’re in total control

of what happens. So, for example,
if a project is worth $100 million,
and Woodside had invested $700
million, the company would only
count itself as responsible for 70 per
cent of the project’s emissions, even
though its doing all the organising
and operating.

Joshi sums it up: “Woodside
are selling much much more of a
planet heating product than they
have been in the past.”

Of the company’s only setting
targets for emissions to do with
digging the gas up, he says “it’s like
a weapons manufacturer bragging
no one died of gunshot wounds in
its factory.”

Joshi's full report on Woodside’s
greenwashing can be found at
ketanjoshi.co &

Guardian

WA: Hedland marches
against family violence

Asad Khan

In recognition of Domestic Violence Preven-
tion Month, dozens of Hedland locals have
marched to stand united against family and
domestic violence.

Organised in collaboration with local service
providers and community groups, the event aimed
to raise awareness, support victim survivors, and
promote long-term solutions to break cycles of abuse.

Among the key voices at the march was Shellene
Remihana, manager of the Hedland Women’s Refuge,
who said the turnout particularly among young people
was encouraging.

“I think today was a great turnout,” she said.

“We saw a lot of youth attending, and even lead-
ing up to the march, schools and youth groups were
heavily involved. That’s the audience we want if we're
serious about breaking cycles.”

The Hedland Women’s Refuge provides crisis
accommodation for women and children escaping
violence and offers outreach services to families still
in the community.

She said the refuge has seen an increase in coer-
cive control, a form of emotional abuse involving
surveillance, financial restrictions, and control over
a person’s choices.

“There’s been an increase in the intensity of vio-
lence,” she said.

“But we're also seeing more women coming for-
ward, many of them reporting for the first time after
years in violent situations.”

She urged the broader community to talk openly
about domestic violence, push for system reform,
and support better funding and housing pathways
for survivors.

“Violence isn’t something that just happens to
someone else,” she said.

“It can happen to anyone, and as a community we
need to collectively say no to it.”

Tori Cooke, a leading family violence expert and
Director of Pandora Projects, also spoke about the
importance of coordinated, professional responses.

“Victim survivors are incredibly strong and cou-
rageous,” she said.

“They don’t accept the violence they manage it.
And we need to stop imagining the men who use vio-
lence as some other kind of person. They’re ordinary
people who have made harmful choices and can be
worked with.”

Cooke, who trains frontline practitioners across
Australia and contributes to policy reform, empha-
sised the need for investment in coercive control
awareness campaigns and support systems that centre
lived experience.

“Change is hard work and takes time,” she said.
“But it’s essential, and governments need to invest
in that work.”

She also raised the growing concern of technol-
ogy-facilitated abuse, noting that some perpetrators
use digital tools to monitor, threaten or control their
partners. In regional areas, a lack of tech literacy can
make this harder to detect or report.

“Tech abuse is a major part of coercive control.”

“Resources like Westnet and forensic IT special-
ists are vital for victims who are being tracked or
surveilled.”

To those still living with domestic violence, she
offered a message of encouragement.

“You are some of the most incredible and brave
people I've ever worked with. Whether you're still
in the relationship or thinking about leaving, please
know we are here, ready to support you.”

Ngaarda Media &
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Israel’s crimes of collective punishment and ethnic cleansing
against the Palestinians have been ongoing, as the following
eyewitness report Dingo came across in the Summer 1988
issue of the magazine Covert Action: From June to August
1987, a period during which the occupied territories were qui-
et — completely quiet — there were a series of pogroms against
Palestinians in Israel itself. By “pogroms” | mean exactly the
common use of the word. In a given neighbourhood, usu-
ally quite a big neighbourhood, all of a sudden all the flats or
houses or rooms rented by Arabs were vandalised and burned.
The Arabs were beaten and expelled from the neighbour-
hoods. | mean all Arabs — both from the Palestinian territories
and lIsraeli Arabs. The police did not give any protection, and
the neighbourhood became free of Arabs. The Hebrew press
invented, or reinvented, using Hebrew characters, a German
word, Arabrein, which means in German “clean of Arabs”, from
the German word employed by the Nazis, Judenrein, “clean of
Jews”.

In a statement, the union for creative and media workers, the
Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance (MEAA), says it is aware
of social media comments by the US President regarding a
potential tariff on movies produced in “Foreign Lands.”

No detail has been released, and it is unclear what impact there
would be for the Australian film industry if this proposal were to
eventuate.

Australia’s film industry is critically important for the economy,
providing diverse employment for tens of thousands of people
each year, and is also an essential part of the nation’s social
and cultural fabric.

The MEAA notes that in recent years, Australia has become an
increasingly attractive filming location for overseas productions,
including those from the US.

“However, we also need an Australian film industry that is bal-
anced between local and international production. One that
fulfils its role of reflecting Australia’s culture, telling our unique
stories, both to local and international audiences.

“That is why MEAA, as the union for the creative and media
workforce, has been calling for strong local content quotas on
streaming as an essential step to strengthen our local industry,
stories, and jobs.

“We note that the Minister for the Arts, Tony Burke, is
monitoring the situation closely, and we look forward to the fed-
eral government advocating strongly on behalf of the Australian
screen industry.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: NSW Treasurer Daniel Mookhey
has proposed extreme changes to the workers’ compensation
system. He is proposing to make it harder for seriously injured
workers to access mental health benefits and support.

This proposal means:

Forcing workers who suffer bullying in the workplace to go
through lengthy and expensive legal loopholes to access treat-
ment and support.

Making it almost impossible for seriously injured workers to
receive long-time care and support.

Declaring that serious workplace injuries caused by work pres-
sure and burnout can’'t be compensated.

This will mean that our essential workers — doing some of the
toughest work — will be significantly cut off from access to
immediate and long-term support and compensation that they
need. These changes will affect everyone including our child
protection officers, nurses, health workers, aged care workers,
retail workers, prison officers, and teachers — who dispropor-
tionately need to access support for psychological injuries due
to the nature of their work.

Mookhey might want you to believe that these changes are
about stopping people getting injured — but really it is to plug his
budget black hole.
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Tom Pearson

A bit of context to the federal elec-
tion. The Federation of the Austral-
ian states in 1901 was the first step
away from British colonial control.
However, imperialist interests con-
tinue to dominate Australian politics
to this day.

At the time of Federation, Australia was
overwhelmingly populated with people of
British background, who did not have to
campaign and fight for freedom as did many
other British colonies. The British certainly
did not wish to push the call of Australia’s
Anglo-Saxon communities for independ-
ence to a military conflict as it had with the
American War of Independence.

The rights of the Indigenous peoples,
who were subject to genocidal policies, their
prior occupation and ownership of Austral-
ia’s land, was wiped away in the Federation
Constitution with just two words: “terra
nullius” (empty land).

The Australian political system was cre-
ated at a time when democratic rights strug-
gles had already achieved much in Britain
and on the continent of Europe. The French
revolutions of 1789 and 1849 had a consider-
able influence in shaping Australia’s political

On Federation

system. The British Chartists, many of whom
were transported to Australia as political
prisoners, contributed to the establishment
of the representative parliamentary system.

The Eureka stockade of 1854 led to the
establishment of adult male franchise. The
struggle of the British suffragists was reflected
in the extension of female franchise — in
State parliaments towards the end of the
1800s, and then by an Act of the Federal
Parliament in 1902.

So the scene was set for the establishment
of a parliamentary capitalist system, which
has persisted since.

The two major parties see themselves as
a white, Anglo-Saxon, imperialist bastion
in Asia with the responsibility of guarding
imperialist interests in the region. Their
distorted view of Australia’s past history
is that the capitalist class is “born to rule.”

Throughout its more than 100 years Aus-
tralian governments have, with the exception
of some Whitlam government decisions,
implemented foreign policies which bow to
the needs of the major imperialist powers —
first to those of Britain and now to those of
the United States.

Being a US deputy sheriff runs counter to
Australia’s long-term economic and political
interests. @&
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People line up outside a polling station on referendum day, Brisbane, 1899.

Photo: State Library of Queensland

Victoria: disregard for human rights,
flawed logic, bad policy

Earlier this year, the Victorian Aborig-
inal Legal Serice (VALS) warned the
Allan Labor government that tight-
ening the bail laws would be a costly
and dangerous mistake for Aboriginal
people. So, the Victorian Premier’s
announcement of ill-informed fund-
ing for corrections facilities came as
no surprise.

The Victorian government’s announce-
ment of $727m into Victoria’s prisons is an
inevitable outcome due to the most recent
bail laws and will result in one of the biggest
increases of unsentenced people across the
nation. In an already tight fiscal environment,
the announcement shows that Premier Allan
has invested in expanding prisons and not in
solutions that would create a safer Victoria
for all of us not just some of us.

VALS urges the government to double
that investment amount in next week’s State
Budget in programmatic responses and legal
services uplift to mitigate the worst impacts
of the government’s disastrous approach to
bail — one that will cost us our humanity and
see a continuation of cyclical incarceration.

To celebrate numbers of children, young
people, and adults held on remand — people
who are yet to be sentenced — as an indication

of achieving community safety is flawed,
deeply troubling, and misguided. This goes
directly against the premise of the National
Agreement on Closing the Gap, something
that the Victorian government has claimed
it is committed to implementing.

The reported 71 per cent increase in
young people being held on remand since
April last year means we have more young
people than ever unnecessarily sitting in
cells without access to the education and
programs they need. This does not equate
to community safety and only causes further
distress, trauma, and cycles of harm.

The evidence is undeniably clear that the
earlier a young person becomes involved in
the criminal legal system, the more likely they
are to reoffend. Balit Ngulu, VALS’ dedicated
youth legal practice, has seen a 300 per
cent increase in young people being held on
remand since June last year. This is a crisis
for Aboriginal young people who, when in
contact with the legal system, are unable to
remain connected to family, community and
culture, or access support services. Instead,
they are learning that the state does not have
hope for their futures, and that they do not
deserve second chances. Once released, the
Allan Labor government’s lack of investments

in their transition back to community will
likely result in more offending behaviour.

For adults, there has been a reported
22 per cent increase of people being held
on remand. VALS has seen a 216 per cent
increase in our clients being held on remand
since June last year. We cannot adequately
support this significant increase in demand
across our services without major investment
in legal assistance.

The announcement also included that if
someone is convicted of assaulting or injuring
a Corrections worker while incarcerated addi-
tional time will be added onto their sentence.
Where is the government’s accountability
for the harm caused by ongoing lockdowns
across state prisons or the abuses of power
we see within the Corrections system? These
environments as they stand are not a place
of rehabilitation, we have heard reports of
distressing declines in mental health includ-
ing suicidal thinking.

The tolerance for ongoing breaches of
human rights in correctional facilities is
should be a national shame. The state gov-
ernment having to incentivise people to work
in prisons shows what a broken system it is.

The Community and Public Sector Union
Secretary has already indicated that there

aren’t enough staff to operate additional beds
which will lead to “concerns around safety
and security.” The Cultural Review into
Adult Custodial Corrections clearly showed
this as well. Unless the government invests
in therapeutic support programs for young
people and adults alongside education and
training, housing, and support — community
safety will not improve. Prison cells are not
the solution.

As we await the release of Yoorrook’s final
report, the timing of the first truth-telling
process in this country coming to an end,
is tinged with the ongoing injustice and
discrimination experienced by our peo-
ples. The Victorian government will be held
accountable for the indisputable harm our
communities are facing.

May it not be at the cost of another life.

Nerita Waight, CEO of the Victorian
Aboriginal Legal Service, has called the
government’s approach to bail “reckless
and ill-informed,” adding that VALS calls
on the government to invest in “legislative
and programmatic off ramps.”

Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service &

NSW rise in rough sleeping

The annual NSW street count has
revealed a concerning rise in rough
sleeping, prompting calls to lift fund-
ing for homelessness services and
build more social housing.

The most recent count of rough sleepers
in NSW recorded 2,192 people compared to
2,037 people in 2024, an increase of eight
per cent.

The five areas with the largest increase

in rough sleeping were the City of Sydney,
Inverell, Nambucca, Sutherland Shire, and
Parramatta.

“The rise in rough sleeping across metro
and regional areas is deeply concerning,” said
Homelessness NSW CEO Dominique Rowe.

“The state’s worsening housing crisis is
forcing more and more people to bed down
on streets and park benches because they
can’t afford the broken rental market.

“Homelessness services across the state
are overwhelmed by the increasing number
of people seeking help. They cannot help
everyone and must make heartbreaking
decisions about who to turn away.

“This should not be happening in one of
the wealthiest places on Earth.

“To fix this worsening crisis, the NSW
government must urgently invest in more
social housing, which has plunged over the

past decade to historically low levels. It must
also boost funding for homelessness services
so they can meet rising demand.”

Almost 68,000 people sought help from
homelessness services last year in NSW, and
many were turned away due to overwhelming
demand. Over 64,000 households are on the
social housing waitlist.

Homelessness NSW &
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Aidan Young

With the Australian Labor
Party gaining a record major-
ity in the House of Repre-
sentatives, Anthony Albanese
winning another term as
Prime Minister, and the Lib-
eral Party being in a state of
utter disrepair, it can be easy
to celebrate the recent elec-
tion as a victory for working
Australians, as some social-
ists are doing.

“The Labor party is the party
of the unions and working class,”
these socialists say, and aren’t they
correct? Their name is literally the
Australian Labor Party. Which
capitalist country has had a ‘Labor’
party in charge without threaten-
ing the capitalist enterprise? The
answer to this rhetorical question
is Australia.

Lenin says the following in his
1913 article, ‘In Australia’:

“The Australian Labour Party
does not even call itself a socialist
party. Actually it is a liberal-bour-
geois party, while the so-called
Liberals in Australia are really
Conservatives.”

112 years later, this is still true.
In their previous term, the so-called
‘party of the unions’ has placed the
CFMEU under dictatorial adminis-
tration, given tax cuts to the ultra-
wealthy, refused to raise the rate
of JobSeeker, and has enabled the
ongoing genocide of the Palestinian
people through the permitted sale
of crucial weapons parts. Evidently,
the ‘Labor’ party is only a party of

the unions and working class in
name, and a party of the liberal
bourgeois in deeds.

Some socialists concede this
point, but still find a way to support
it through hackneyed justifications
that ‘it has a large working-class
base,” which has led to it being
termed a “bourgeois liberal work-
ers party,” a contradictory title and
gross perversion of Lenin’s words.
This nonsensical title is then used
to justify opposition to The Greens
and even ‘entryism’ into the Labor
party (ie socialists joining the ALP
and trying to make it socialist from
within, by taking leading positions).
To these socialists, while the Labor
party is a “bourgeois liberal work-
ers party,” the Greens are “a party
of middle class reformers.” We
would not disagree with the latter
statement, as it is true. However, if
The Greens are “a party of middle
class reformers,” the Labor party is
a party of bourgeois neoliberals, as
evidenced by their deeds. Entryism
into the Labor party would be noth-
ing less than an ill-fated grasp at
relevance while making little to no
change in the actual party structure.

Whatever happens in the way of
‘entryism’ or ‘change from within,’
the ALP will carry on the way it has.
One of the most militant unions in
Australia continues to be forcibly
suppressed, the ultra-wealthy con-
tinue to grow wealthier, Australians
continue to starve or go homeless,
and Palestinians continue to be
killed with the assistance of this
Labor government. &

Nothing to
celebrate about ALP win

Guardian
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Government must deliver on housing

Everybody’s Home

The return of the Albanese government
offers a chance to build on housing
progress, with millions of Australi-
ans expecting bolder action this term,
according to Everybody’s Home.

The national housing campaign said a
Labor win shows that Australians have over-
whelmingly rejected the Coalition’s approach
to Australia’s housing crisis.

Everybody’s Home now looks forward to
working with the Labor government, urging
them to implement:

« A major expansion of social housing,
aiming to deliver 940,000 new homes

within the next two decades to meet
demand

« A phase out of unfair tax handouts to
property investors that fuel property
speculation

« Nationally consistent protections for
renters

» A boost to income support to help keep
people housed and out of poverty.

Everybody’s Home spokesperson Maiy

Azize said: “Everybody’s Home joins the rest

of the sector in congratulating the Labor

government on its re-election. This victory

offers an opportunity to build on the work

the government has done in its first term,

including on housing.

“Australians have rejected the Coalition’s
housing agenda, which offered policies that
would make affordability worse. Raiding
your superannuation to buy a home, allow-
ing first-time buyers to deduct mortgage
interest payments from their taxable income,
and scrapping the Housing Australia Future
Fund designed to build more social homes
are clearly not vote winners.

“An overwhelming majority of Austral-
ians told us they want to see the next gov-
ernment step up and deliver policies that
will shift the dial on the housing crisis and
make homes more affordable for everyone.
Labor must build on its initial progress with
bold, ambitious, visionary housing reform

Op-Ed: It’s really your ABC

Peter Farmer

that meets the scale of the housing crisis and
voter expectations.

“Housing needs to be front and centre
of Labor’s priorities. Australians are buck-
ling under crushing rental costs and a crit-
ical shortage of homes that are affordable.
Mounting homelessness and housing stress
demand urgent action — sticking with the
status quo will only deepen the crisis.

“This term presents Labor with a defining
opportunity: to change the lives of millions
and cement a legacy of bold, lasting housing
reform.” &

Australia has one of the high-
est concentrations of media
ownership on earth. Partic-
ipation in the mainstream
media is limited to a very small
group of privileged people.
Social media has its moments,
but often largely draws on
the mainstream media. In a
country like this, having an
independent media source
is even more important than
elsewhere.

Even if you'd rather doomscroll
on your preferred social media site,
the ABC is important to your human
rights — to all human rights in this
country. As Jo Dunleavy puts it

“Democracy is a sham if important
decisions that affect the nature of
our governments and society are
not informed decisions.”

Having a properly resourced
ABC is also important for partici-
pation. Put simply, you can’t join in
if you don’t know what’s going on.
Relying on mainstream media can
give people a very distorted view of
what this country is like.

Like social media, commercial
media has its moments, but its
reason for existence is to generate
maximum profit. That influences
its content. Commercial media
is also used to push the owners
interest.

For the time being, having an
ABC that can do the job of being an

independent and strong source of
news and Australian stories is the
best corrective to the narrow media
market we inhabit.

The ABC is not perfect, and
years of being underfunded and
threatened by politicians — espe-
cially the Coalition have left their
mark. Peter Dutton’s Trump-esque
description of the ABC (and all
media that showed some independ-
ence) as “hate media” was notable,
but not a drastic departure from
how the Coalition views the media.

We can only hope the newly
re-elected Labor government acts
for the good of this country and
of such democracy as we have
by properly funding the national
broadcaster. @
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Coal and gas
must go

The Australian Conservation Foundation
(ACF) has congratulated Murray Watt on being
appointed the new Minister for Environment
and Water and emphasised the importance of
tackling the long-overdue reform of the bro-
ken national nature laws.

“ACF congratulates Murray Watt on his appoint-
ment to this critical portfolio,” said ACF’s CEO Kelly
O’Shanassy.

“There are many reasons why we should protect
nature, not the least of which is because nature protects
us — by providing clean air and water, beautiful land-
scapes, good food, and the materials we need to live.

“But nature in Australia is under intense pressure
and the national nature law is not working.

“The Albanese government went to the 2022
election promising thorough reform of the law. That
promise remains unfulfilled. It’s time to get on with
the job.

“There can be no more delays, caving to lobby
groups and carving out industries: the Albanese gov-
ernment must fix Australia’s nature laws in the first
year of this term of parliament. ACF looks forward to
working with Watt on this critical task.

“We also congratulate Chris Bowen on being
returned as Climate and Energy Minister.

“At the 2025 election voters chose renewables,
storage and climate solutions over nuclear delay
and distraction. Australia is nearly halfway to 100%
renewable electricity. Bowen has a clear mandate to
continue to coordinate the clean energy transition.

“It will be crucial for this government to stop
approving new coal and gas if Australia is to be a
credible host of a climate COP next year. Every single
new coal and gas mine fuels climate change and cat-
astrophic weather events.

“Having a former Agriculture Minister in Envi-
ronment increases the opportunities for cooperation
on the shared challenges facing nature protection and
sustainable agriculture.

“While every sector of the economy is dependent
on nature to varying degrees and in different ways,
no sector is more dependent on nature being in good
health than agriculture.

“Farmers manage more than half Australia’s land,
meaning producers have a key role in the collective
mission to halt and reverse nature destruction.

“ACF looks forward to working with the re-elected
government on these crucial issues.”

Australian Conservation Foundation &

Hazelwood Power Station. Photo: Mriya — wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Condemnation of
the attacks on Peace
Flotilla for Gaza

19 Moy 2025 7

The Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia (MUA), representing
dockworkers and seafarers
across the Australian mari-
time industry, stands in unwa-
vering solidarity with the
Peace Flotilla and the people
of Gaza.

As maritime workers, we know
firsthand the essential role of free
and safe passage at sea, especially
for vessels delivering humanitarian
aid to those in desperate need.

We strongly condemn the
attack on the humanitarian ship
The Conscience, which was struck
twice by drones in international
waters off Malta, putting the lives
of 30 human rights defenders
and seafarers at grave risk and

violating international law. Such
acts threaten the fundamental
rights of seafarers and dockwork-
ers everywhere and undermine the
principles of safe navigation and
humanitarian solidarity that our
industry upholds.

The mission of the Peace Flotilla
— to deliver life-saving aid to Gaza’s
besieged population — reflects the
core values of maritime workers:
solidarity, justice, and the right to
safe passage.

For over 18 months, Gaza has
endured blockade, starvation,
and bombardment. The denial
of humanitarian access is uncon-
scionable, with the United Nations
warning that Gaza is on the brink
of famine.

The MUA calls on maritime
unions, dockworkers, civil soci-
ety, and governments to join us in
demanding immediate safe passage
for all humanitarian vessels to Gaza
and an end to the blockade.

The delivery of vital humani-
tarian aid must not be obstructed.

As a union with a proud history
of supporting oppressed peoples
and defending the rights of mari-
time workers globally, we reaffirm
our commitment to peace, justice,
and solidarity.

In solidarity with the people
of Gaza,

Paddy Crumlin
National Secretary
Maritime Union of Australia

Iran + Nuclear = ?

Peter Farmer

After a White House meeting between Trump and
Netanyahu, Netanyahu said, “We're both united in the
goal that Iran does not get nuclear weapons.” He added,
“If it can be done diplomatically, in a full way, the way it
was done in Libya, | think that would be a good thing.”
The Libyan model is where President Gaddafi surren-
dered and disarmed, and was promptly overthrown and
killed by rebels who were militarily supported by the US,
UK, and the French.

The Iran—US nuclear deal or, more correctly, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) agreement was
negotiated and signed between the five Security Council
Permanent members (P5), plus Germany-European
Union (P5+1), and Iran in 2015. The US President at that
time was Obama. After Trump took over the US presiden-
cy in 2018, he walked out of the nuclear deal, claiming it
was too soft on Iran.

Since only the US had pulled out of the JCPOA, the other
European countries could have kept the JCPOA and the
Iran deal alive. That did not happen, as the US used its
control over the dollar and global financial flows, and the
threat of financial sanctions to ensure that most countries
and companies stopped trading with Iran. US control over
the dollar allows it to impose unilateral sanctions and pun-
ish organisations that violate not just international law but
also US laws or even US policies. Trump has threatened
any country that attempts to create an alternate global
currency with 100% tariffs.

With the JCPOA in 2015, Iran reduced its number of gas
centrifuges from 19,000 to about 5,000 and its invento-
ry of Low Enriched Uranium (3.7% purity) from 10,000
kg to only 300 kg. Once Trump pulled the US out of the
JCPOA, and the European signatories provided no relief
from the US sanctions, Iran announced that it would no
longer abide by the JCPOA terms. It started to enrich ura-
nium beyond 5% and inducted advanced centrifuges in
more significant numbers. Iran stepped up its enrichment
first to 20% and then to 60% purity. It currently has about
13,000 centrifuges in two locations: Natanz and Fordow.
The last step — moving from 60% purity to 90% purity,
recognised as weapons grade — is even shorter, just a
few weeks, and requires fewer centrifuges. According to
Western think tanks, Iran is only a few weeks away from
breaking out as a nuclear weapons power and, after that,
can enhance the number of nuclear warheads month by
month.

That the Biden administration ratcheted up the Trump
sanctions on Iran did not help in either bending Iran to the
US demands or reducing Iran’s influence in the region.
Though the defeat of Assad in Syria has strengthened
Israel’s and Turkey’s role in the region, and the assassi-
nation of its top leaders has weakened Hezbollah, Iran
remains a viable pole of opposition to Israel. The Houthis
in Yemen also continue as a force in the region that Israel
and the US can damage but not defeat. That explains the
need to bend Iran to the US will, and if that does not suc-
ceed, destroy it as a state, as the US has done in Libya,
Iraq, and Somalia. The US and Israel also believe that
if Iran is destroyed, then the Houthis and Hezbollah will
either surrender or be much easier to deal with.

Israel and the US should be careful what they wish for.
Iran is a very different country to Lebanon, Syria, or
Libya.
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Noosa Council strike update

Graham Holton

TSU (The Services Union)
organiser, Tom Rivers, has
called for Noosa Council in
Queensland to present a wage
offer that keeps up with cost of
living and is aligned to other
councils’ wages in the region.
One hundred workers lost two
days pay in a recent unpaid
lock out. On 1 May, at a rally
for fair pay in Tewantin, work-
ers chanted “CEO has to go.”
Negotiations with the council
continued.

Michael Anderson, organiser for
the TSU, told Noosa Today that the
council is not providing a liveable
wage as members’ pay is 4 per cent
less than other councils. Anderson
said the council wants to force the
conflict through to arbitration in
August. Jess Cassidy from TSU
said members have reached out to
the Salvation Army “for bread and
nonperishables” to supply food every
day at the TSU depot for strikers.

Noosa Council CEO, Larry Seng-
stock, said the lockout was initiated

because staff turned “up for work on
full pay but not undertaking any of
their normal work duties.” Sengstock
continued, “Staff are free to exercise
their right to take protected indus-
trial action and not be paid or they
can return to work and be paid.” He
added that the union offer “will add
millions of dollars to an already tight
operational budget.” The Council has
committed to putting a wage offer
on the table for TSU consideration
at the next meeting.

TSU claims against the Noosa
Council include Domestic and
Family Violence Leave of up to 20
days, the removal of carers’ leave
cap of 10 days a year as personal
leave, work location transfer, one
day funeral leave to be included in
the Certified Agreement, as well as
current bereavement leave, and all
employees to have access to all public
holidays. The TSU also has claims
for five weeks annual leave and the
payout of sick leave. The Council
has tabled an offer of five days well-
being leave each year, coming from
personal leave accruals, which will
be of interest to TSU members. &

Noosa Council Strike Action. Photo: TSU

Closure hits dairy workers

More than 260 United Work-
ers’ Union members are
deeply shocked at Bega’s deci-
sion to close the manufactur-
ing facility at Strathmerton in
regional Victoria. This num-
ber grows to well over 300
when you consider mainte-
nance, security, canteen and
salary staff.

Bega Strathmerton is the big-
gest United Workers’ Union dairy
site in the country. If this closure
goes ahead it will have a devastating

impact on families throughout
the whole region. Workers come
from Strathmerton, Cobram, Yar-
rawonga, Numurkah, Shepperton,
Katunga, Echuca, and other towns
throughout the region.

The dairy industry is the
lifeblood of small local commu-
nities like Strathmerton, which
has a population of about 1,100
people, and the proposed closure
will send a shockwave throughout
the region.

In the latest enterprise

bargaining agreement negotia-
tions, workers won a community
consultation clause.

So far the company has not kept
their end of the bargain and the
union expects genuine consultation
with the Strathmerton community
to occur in good faith.

Bega’s board has questions to
answer for the local school teacher,
the small business owner, and the
businesses that operate around the
factory to keep it running.

For workers to see their years

of devoted service boiled down to a
redundancy figure means there will
be a lot of very hard kitchen-table
conversations over the coming days
and weeks.

The money doesn’t add up.
Why spend $40 million on redun-
dancies that hurt 300 families in
and around Strathmerton, to then
have to spend another $50 million
to upgrade the Bega site in Bega to
do the work that is currently being
done in Strathmerton?

Bega needs to stick to the

agreement and engage in genuine
consultation with workers and the
community. And if there is an abil-
ity to keep Strathmerton operating
as a viable dairy plant, then Bega
should be open to that.

The United Workers’ Union is
on site to assist members and will
be communicating directly across
coming days to support workers and
their families and plan next steps.
United Workers Union &

Riverina Water workers
rally again as pay dispute escalates

Outdoor workers at Riverina Water
have resolved to take further strike
action following a mass meeting held
in response to the board’s ongoing
refusal to address their claims for
pay equity.

The meeting, which took place shortly
after the extraordinary board session, saw
United Services Union (USU) members
reaffirm their commitment to the principle
of “same grade, same pay” — a demand for
outdoor workers to receive the same hourly
rate as their indoor counterparts for all
hours worked.

The dispute centres on a significant pay
disparity, with outdoor staff required to
work 38 hours a week compared to the 35
hours required of indoor employees on the
same pay grade.

Union representatives argue this effec-
tively forces outdoor workers to complete
nearly a month of unpaid work each year,
undermining the principle of equal pay for
equal work.

USU Acting General Secretary Daniel
Papps said the union’s members had returned
to work last week in good faith, hoping for
constructive dialogue, but that the board’s

unwillingness to address the core issue had
left them with no choice but to escalate their
action.

Members have resolved to hold another
mass meeting to decide on whether or not
they will return to work.

“This isn’t just about money; it’s about
respect and fairness,” Papps said.

We're calling on Riverina Water to step
up and address this inequity.”

USU members are assuring the public
that throughout the strike action water
quality and emergency work that threatens
supply, property or public safety will continue

as normal. There will be no threat to public
safety, and the union hopes that the public
will get behind its members as they struggle
for a fair pay outcome.

The union is expected to announce further
industrial actions if the board fails to offer a
satisfactory response, signalling a potentially
long standoff as both sides dig in over the
issue of fair compensation.

United Services Union &

The Northern Territory’s larg-
est land council has welcomed
Labor’s election win, saying
it looks forward to working
together to help close the gap
and elevate First Nations’
voice.

The Albanese government’s
landslide win has seen several
Indigenous organisations express
their support for a government
largely seen as more committed to
working with peak bodies and land
councils, whilst avoiding culture

‘immediate action’ needed
to help NT Indigenous people

wars which dogged the Coalition’s
last three years in opposition.

In a statement, the Northern
Land Council (NLC) said they
were committed to working with
the government to help build a
future “where Aboriginal people in
our region have access to the same
basic needs and opportunities no
matter where they live.”

Whilst acknowledging policies
in their first term designed to help
remote communities, including for
remote housing and jobs, more

needs to be done, Chair Matthew
Ryan said, calling on the govern-
ment to get to work.

“There are still too many areas
that need attention, and we must
see immediate action during this
new term. Now is the time to do
better,” he said.

Mirroring calls from the Pro-
ductivity Commission and other
peak bodies, Ryan said Indigenous
people “have the solutions.”

“We call on the Albanese gov-
ernment to listen to the voices of

Traditional Owners and start taking
real action on the problems we face
out bush every day,” he said.

“That is the only way we can
earn trust and build a future for
Aboriginal Australians.”

The NLC said they looked
forward to working with Labor’s
three NT parliamentary represent-
atives, including the Minister for
Indigenous Australians, Senator
Malarndirri McCarthy, and MPs
Marion Scrymgour and Luke Gos-
ling, to discuss how to “address

critical issues facing Aboriginal
people across the NLC region.”
“More must be done to ensure
Aboriginal Territorians have their
housing, health, and education
needs met — making sure they
can live and thrive on Country
for generations to come,” an NLC
spokesperson said.
National Indigenous Times &
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High-stakes, global battle
over Trump’s tariffs

John Ross

Trump’s ‘tariff war’ is not an issue
solely or even primarily about the US
economy. It is an attempt to bring the
entire world trading system under
unilateral US control, removing any
minimal element of multilateral nego-
tiation from it.

In essence, the United States, despite
accounting for only 11% of world trade and
4% of the global population, is demanding
the right to unilaterally dictate the rules of
global trade to the rest of the world.

If Trump succeeds in this effort, the con-
sequences would be sweeping and deeply
negative. Trade now constitutes 58% of global
GDP, meaning that the livelihoods of more
than eight billion people would be directly
affected by the outcome of this confrontation.

The numbers also show the objective
weakness of Trump’s global position: 89%
of global trade is not with the US. If other
governments resist this pressure, Trump
cannot succeed. He is, therefore, depending
on the willingness of some governments to
surrender their people’s and their national
interests and capitulate to Washington’s
demands. Unfortunately, based on past
events, there is a danger that some govern-
ments may do exactly that. This makes it
essential for people around the world, and
for progressive and democratic forces, to
understand what is at stake and to oppose
this project.

THE WTO SYSTEM

The current world trade system, embod-
ied in the World Trade Organisation (WTO),
is itself fundamentally flawed and unjust.
While the WTO formally operates on the prin-
ciple of ‘one country, one vote,” in practice,
trade deals are shaped by the major capitalist
powers behind closed doors. Rich countries
continue to shield their own industries with
high tariffs in sectors where developing coun-
tries are competitive. They impose technical
barriers, such as anti-dumping duties, to
block exports from the Global South.

Multinational corporations — over-
whelmingly headquartered in the Global
North — have privileged influence within
the WTO system. Progressive social and
developmental policies are excluded from
WTO decision-making. The TRIPS Agree-
ment (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights) prioritises corporate prof-
its over access to medicine and technology.
The Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) allows
chronic dumping of subsidised food exports
from the Global North while failing to protect
small farmers in the Global South, resulting
in devastating crises such as farmer suicides
in countries like India.

Despite these flaws, socialists and

democrats have long understood that the
choice is rarely between a good and bad
system, but between a flawed system and
something worse. Failing to recognise this
can lead to grave mistakes.

IN THE MEANTIME ...

A classic example is the position toward
capitalist democracy. While it is true that
liberal democracy ultimately operates within
the framework of capitalist domination —
where private capital controls the economy,
where media and elections are heavily dom-
inated by wealth, and where military coups
are used to overturn democratic systems if
the rule of capital is challenged — progres-
sive forces still recognise the need to defend
parliamentary democracy against fascist or
authoritarian threats. Lenin and Gramsci
made this point clear during the earliest
fights against fascism in Italy in the 1920s,
confronting those on the left who failed to
grasp this distinction.

Sometimes, alliances must even be made
with imperialist powers. For instance, Pres-
ident Franklin D Roosevelt was the leader
of US imperialism, aiming to establish US
global dominance, while UK Prime Minister
Churchill was a racist and an antisemite,
responsible for atrocities such as the 1943
Bengal famine. Yet the Soviet Union rightly
allied with both the US and Britain to fight
against the still greater threat posed by Nazi
Germany and Japanese militarism. Progres-
sive forces also supported such an alliance,
and failing to make it would have been a
catastrophic error.

Trump’s goal is not to reform or improve
the current global trade system, fundamen-
tally flawed though it is. He opposes it pre-
cisely because even its minimal multilateral
rules constrain US dominance. His aim is to
replace multilateralism with a system based
solely on bilateral agreements in which the
US can use its weight to dominate smaller
partners individually.

Such a system would be a major regres-
sion even compared to the WTO. It would
remove even the modest protections offered
by multilateralism and replace them with
arbitrary, US-dictated terms, vulnerable to
sudden changes depending on Washington’s
interests.

MEXICO

A vivid example is Mexico. In 1992,
Mexico entered a trilateral deal with the
US and Canada — North Atlantic Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA). During his first term,
Trump discarded NAFTA in favour of the
US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA),
a deal more favourable to US interests. That
agreement still allowed about half of Mexican
exports to enter tariff-free, and many others
faced only a 2.5% tariff. In his second term,
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Trump declared this was still not favourable
enough and imposed a 25% tariff on most
Mexican goods not covered under USMCA.
Canada faced similar treatment.

Trump’s model is clear: he wants a global
trade regime where the US can change the
rules at will, penalising any country it deems
too successful or politically inconvenient.

Given how clearly this undermines the
interests of nearly every other country,
one might assume all governments would
resist such a system. It is true that the US
cannot impose this model on its own, given
it accounts for just 11% of global trade. But
experience shows that some governments
do bow to US pressure, even at great cost
to their own nations.

Europe is the largest and clearest case.
Western European governments backed dis-
astrous US policies such as NATO expansion,
which led to the war in Ukraine. That war
not only caused massive human suffering but
also severed Europe’s energy ties with Russia,
driving energy prices in Europe far higher
and deeply damaging European economies
and living standards. These decisions ran
counter to Europe’s own economic, social,
and geopolitical interests.

Mexico and Canada have announced
that they will retaliate against US tariffs.
China, the world’s largest trading nation,
has declared that it will counter-sanction
any country that, under US pressure, takes
hostile trade measures against Chinese
exports. President Claudia Sheinbaum of
Mexico has publicly opposed US pressure and
defended Mexico’s sovereignty. The results
of the Canadian election also show strong
opposition to subordination to US demands.

The understanding and resistance of the
peoples of countries, demanding that their
governments oppose these US actions, is
crucial. The fight is not just about tariffs. It
is about whether the future of world trade
will be determined by a fundamentally
flawed trade system, which requires drastic
improvement, but which contains at least
some minimal elements of multilateral nego-
tiation and compromise, or one determined
purely by unilateral US power. As so often in
the past, but without any evasion, socialists
must defend a fundamentally flawed system
against one which is still worse.
Globetrotter/No Cold War &

Aggression is stepping up
against the countries in the
anti-imperialist Alliance
of Sahel States. This was
reflected in the flagrantly
baseless accusations against
Burkina Faso’s leader Ibra-
him Traoré.

On 3 April 2025, US AFRICOM
Commander Michael Langley tes-
tified to the Senate Armed Services
Committee and claimed without
evidence that interim President
Traoré is misusing the country’s
gold mineral wealth in exchange
for protection. Langley provided
no details on how these supposed
exchanges are carried out or from
what Traoré needs protection.

Defend Burkina Faso!

The imperialist modus oper-
andi is at play here and starts with
demonising and criminalising
the leader of a country as the war
propaganda pretext for more direct
intervention. We have seen this
script before. Commander-In-Chief
of Economic Fighters League of
Ghana and Steering Committee
member of the US Out of Africa
Network (USOAN), Ernesto Yeboah
refutes the liberal framing meant
to arrest dissent against what is
at stake:

“This is not about military vs.
civilian rule. This is about imperi-
alism vs. liberation. This is about
Africans standing up — finally — and
saying: Hands off Africa.”

The BAP Africa Team and
USOAN are heeding the call
emanating across Africa to unite
in defence of Burkina Faso. We
further call on all anti-imperialist
forces around the world, especially
Black forces, to sound the alarm and
publicly denounce these designs
before this all too familiar strategy
takes root.

The complicity of silence by
Economic Community of West
African States, the African Union,
the Congressional Black Caucus,
and the African (Black) compra-
dor class around the world must
be exposed.

This is a pivotal time for the
struggle against imperialism in

Africa. The emergence of the
Alliance of Sahel States and the
revolutionary example of self-deter-
mination being set by the people of
Burkina Faso represents a historic
breakthrough for Pan-Africanism.
The US/EU/NATO axis is desperate
to re-colonise Burkina Faso and to
halt any further influence across
Africa set by the example of the
Alliance of Sahel States. What the
US is angling to undermine is a
popular process of decolonisation.

Under President Traoré’s lead-
ership, Burkina Faso has advanced
toward food sovereignty, estab-
lished a national gold refinery,
and taken critical steps to reclaim
its resources for the benefit of its

people. The accusations issued by
AFRICOM are designed to under-
mine these gains and set the stage
for imperialist subversion. We
must not allow the US and NATO,
currently complicit in the genocide
of Palestinians, to pose as moral
arbiters in Africa.

BAP and USOAN call on all
anti-imperialist forces to join in
active defence of Burkina Faso,
demand the expulsion of AFRICOM
from the continent, and ensure that
no African nation suffers the fate
that befell Libya in 2011.

The time to act is now!

(edited for space) @
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Amelia Canberra

The politics of Doctor Who are as var-
ied as its main character, and have
been made and remade over the dec-
ades. The Doctor, when played by
Peter Capaldi, Christopher Ecclestone,
and the incomparable Tom Baker,
has cracked anti-capitalist jokes.
Matt Smith’s Doctor was allies with
Richard Nixon, and best mates with
Winston Churchill. Malcolm Hulke,
member of the Communist Party of
Great Britain, wrote politically intri-
cate episodes for Patrick Troughton
and Jon Pertwee — often showing the
rigid mindset of the British military
establishment.

Just now, Doctor Who seems to lean
liberal and confused. One of the most recent
episodes, “Lucky Day,” offers a lucid demon-
stration of the close intersection between
liberalism and fascism. It’s written by Pete

Guardian

- Doctor Who, “Lucky Day”

McTighe who wrote the similarly odd 2018
episode ‘Kerblam!” for Jodi Whittaker’s
Doctor. The opening few minutes of ‘Ker-
blam!’ set the viewer up for an anti-Amazon
satire. Instead, the villain turns out to be
an ultraleftist worker who’s worried about
automation. Whittaker’s Doctor solemnly
proclaims that the “system isn’t the problem,
it’s the people.” The ultra-leftist worker is
abandoned to death, while the Doctor leaves
the rest of the Amazon-alike’s workforce
to the mercy of corporate automation and
sympathetically portrayed HR managers.
Not for the first time in popular fiction, cap-
italism is only a problem when nasty people
are in charge.

‘Lucky Day’ shares the anti-worker pol-
itics of “Kerblam!” It focuses on UNIT, the
show’s fictional military organisation devoted
to investigating alien threats. Some people
are suspicious of the money and resources
spent on UNIT. So far, so realistic, especially
since by this stage of Doctor Who, UNIT has

own London skyscraper and small army.
However, as far as ‘Lucky Day’ is concerned,
UNIT’s only critics are nutty misogynistic,
right-wing, conspiracy-theorist podcasters.
These misinformation peddlers have suc-
ceeded in hoodwinking a substantial portion
of the population, and our heroes are in
danger of social media pile-ons, and crowds
throwing eggs at the nice cars UNIT uses.

The message seems to be that if you crit-
icise the state, you're probably a deluded,
right-wing troll, like this week’s bad guy
Conrad (one of the most repulsive Doctor
Who characters to grace our screens in recent
memory), or a member of his troll army. For
the bourgeois police state keeps you safe from
terrifying external threats (like the Shreek,
the toothy alien of the week). Just to rub it
in, the Doctor drops in on Conrad and gives
him a little lecture about Conrad’s likely fate,
imprisonment and violent death.

Cranky right wing conspiracy theorists
are a real thing, but so too is wrongdoing by

Conrad at the Tardis doors. Photo: BBC

powerful militarised government agencies.
“Lucky Day,” like “Kerblam!” demonstrates
how liberalism is opposed to working people,
applauds extra-judicial violence, and is com-
mitted to shoring up corporate dictatorships
and a secretive, xenophobic military-indus-
trial complex. @
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This review is a public service. If you’re
at all left-wing, it’s likely someone will
see this book in a bookshop, note the
cute cover and ‘provocative’ title and
give it to you for Christmas or your
next birthday. There’s also the danger
you’ll give it to your friends or rellos
when you’re stuck for inspiration.

If this review stops even one such pur-
chase, my sacrifice will have been worthwhile.

Short review: It’s terrible, don’t bother
reading it.

Longer review: This book is a lot like
the 1995 bestseller Emotional Intelligence.
Hordes of people looked at the cover, thought
‘fair enough’ and bought it on the strength
of that.

The End of Capitalism:
why growth and climate protection are incompatible -
and how we will live in the future by Ulrike Herrmann

It’s easy to agree with the cover of The
end of Capitalism. The capitalist system
has had a long time to fix the climate crisis.
Instead, capital has made things worse, and
shows no signs of stopping. Capitalism is
innately committed to non-stop growth at
the cost of the environment. It’d be good to
have some sort of plan for what comes next.
So what’s the problem?

Firstly, the book is aimed exclusively
at Germans. It’s so intensely parochial,
the cover should come with a warning for
non-Germans; ‘Not relatable’.

Still, Germany is an industrial country,
we should be able to get something out of it.
Well, yes, we should —if the author under-
stood capitalism. Instead, we're served up
such masterful understatements as “the rich
North is not completely blameless in the

fact that the Global South remains so poor.”

Not that the book is fact-free. The reader
is barraged with facts about how many calo-
ries British workers ate during the Industrial
Revolution, who invented what when, as
well as irrelevant facts like what right-wing
opinion-mongers Stephen Pinker, or Bjorn
Lomborg think about anything. Solar and
wind power are discussed, but batteries are
dismissed because Bill Gates doesn’t like
them. On renewables, we are told that wind
doesn’t always blow and the sun doesn’t
always shine. Batteries are discussed as
though the wind never blows and it’s always
dark. The expense of renewables is given the
scare treatment as though other sources of
energy are free. In another doomist moment,
we are told that BMW, Porsche, Mercedes-
Benz, and VolksWagen “would be a mere

shadow of their former selves if most pas-
sengers and goods transportation were to
move to the railways.” Yes, they would. So
what? So we need a just transition.

The climax of this wave of doomism and
irrelevant fact-citing is that there is hope in
the form of ... Britain 1939. No, I'm not kid-
ding. There was an emergency, Britain was
facing Hitler, which is a lot like humanity
facing climate catastrophe, kind of. The
British shrank parts of their economy so
they could keep fighting. Umpteen pages of
gush about the British war effort (Church-
ill good, Chamberlain bad — you know the
drill) — lead to this point: we need rationing
and de-growth.

That’s it really. Save your money, just
look at the cover and nod, then read some-
thing else. @
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Second international anti-fascist
forum, Moscow 22-24 April 2025

Vinnie Molina,
President, Communist Party of Australia

The Communist Party of the Russian
Federation (CPRF) hosted the Second
international anti-fascist forum in Mos-
cow on 22-24 April 2025.

Some 400 delegates from 91 countries
discussed the very real and current danger of
neo-fascism and neo-Nazism that threatens
peace and security once again the world over.

It is now clear that despite the defeat
of Nazi-fascism in 1945 there has been a
resurgence and it is looking for revenge for
that defeat. Communist, left and progressive
forces must come together to defeat Nazi-fas-
cism again.

Most of the contributions from delegates
discussed the neo-colonial efforts to dominate
poorer countries; the taking of their resources
and in many cases imposing governments that
represent monopoly interests. In the case of
Israel, this has meant attempted genocide of
the entire Palestinian people.

In pursuing a policy of Greater Israel it is
now expanding its military attacks in Syria,
Yemen, Lebanon, and openly threatens Iran.

The 77-year occupation of Palestine and
the genocidal war on its people has endorse-
ment and military and financial support from
US imperialism.

Delegates to the forum adopted an appeal
unanimously pledging to denounce and fight
fascism wherever it surfaces in the world.

LENIN TURNS 155

As part of the activities of the anti-fascist
forum delegates celebrated Lenin’s 155th
birthday. A visit to Red Square was a highlight.
The impressive view of this very special part
of Moscow was a reminder of the Soviet era.
Delegates laid red carnations at the unknown
soldier monument and later visited Lenin’s
mausoleum.

Delegates, young and old, were moved
by the visit feeling the same inspiration that
those who met him at the age of 53 might
have felt. His influence remains, and the
feeling I felt hadn’t changed since my visit
to the mausoleum 40 years ago.

The city and the people have changed very
much and I couldn’t help but wonder what
Lenin would think if he was with us today.
There are many people in Moscow who work
every day for the rebuilding of socialism as
the only alternative for their country and
the planet. Delegates also laid flowers on
the tombs of other Soviet leaders like com-
rade Stalin and others who rest alongside
the Kremlin.

CITY PREPARATIONS

We witnessed a city that appears normal
despite being the most sanctioned country
in the world. A country that is at war but
with its people still carrying on with their
daily lives as best they can. These people
love their country.

As Russia prepares to celebrate the 8oth
anniversary of the defeat of nazi-fascism
during World War II; posters, flags and
murals adorn shop fronts, streets and train
stations. Everyone delegates spoke to had a
story to tell. The Soviet people lost 277 million
people during the Great Patriotic War. Every
single family was touched by their sacrifice.

During the visit to the Victory Museum,
one of the guides was moved to tears when
describing the sacrifice of the Soviet people in
defence of the homeland and the liberation of
the people from the Nazi invaders. The siege
of Leningrad and Moscow were events of
remarkable heroism; the people resisted and
ultimately defeated the Nazi-fascist armies.

Delegates also visited impressive muse-
ums and exhibition centres where we could
see advances in high tech and the economy.

It is important to note that this powerful
country was built and rebuilt by socialism.
Russia today has become a superpower on the
base created and built by the Soviet people
and socialism.

On 9 May several heads of state gath-
ered in Moscow to commemorate the 8oth
anniversary despite the threats to the visi-
tors issued by Zelensky and the daily drone
attacks carried out by the Ukrainian army in
violation of the Victory Day ceasefire enacted
by President Putin.

A TALE OF TWO VISITS

Moscow is a beautiful city with some of
the most attractive architecture. The river and
other attractions are busy with local people
working or simply enjoying themselves.

The metro continues to be one of the
best in the world with stations full of murals
and art. It is comfortable with thousands of
passengers every day in this city of 13 mil-
lion people.

The parks are beautiful and well kept.
One special park is the Kaluzhskaya Garden
Square where the tallest statute of Lenin was
erected in November 1985.

This visit brought back many memories
for me. This was my first visit to Russia, but
the second to Moscow. The first visit was to
the Soviet Union in May 1986 during the
last Komsomol congress. Many things have
changed; of interest is to compare a city during
socialism and how capitalism has changed it.

The current generation might not have
socialism on their minds, having never expe-
rienced it, but they still enjoy the benefits of
the state left behind from the socialist time.
Delegates were inspired by the number of
young people volunteering during the event,
many as CPRF members or sympathisers
that looked after the delegations during the
event. People who were in their 20s at the
time of the collapse of the Soviet Union still
feel proud of their past and continue the fight
for rebuilding the system that created the
powerful country they enjoyed today.

PEACE AND SECURITY
ARE THE FUTURE

The future cannot be war. Russia is fighting
a proxy war not with Ukraine but the entire
West. The conflict in Ukraine didn’t start four
years ago. It is a process that began in 2014.
It has been more than 10 years during which
US and NATO expansionism crossed the red
lines and threatened the country’s security.

Peace requires common security and that
the root causes of the conflict be resolved.
The solution to the conflict has to be through
negotiations and in the best interests of both
peoples. However, the Special Military Opera-
tion is gaining momentum and it could deliver
a military defeat as happened 80 years ago.

Before delegates departed back to their
countries, they thanked the Communist Party
of the Russian Federation for hosting the
event. We personally thanked CPRF leader
comrade Gennady Zyuganov for his mean-
ingful contributions to the event during the
opening and closing ceremonies. We look
forward to visiting Moscow again in the near
future, hopefully in times of peace and col-
lective security.

THE WAY FORWARD

Delegates joined the discussion on the
future. There was a firmly held belief by
many that socialism is the only way forward
for humanity.

The Russian people inherited a country
built from the sacrifices of an entire people,
the Soviet people.

It was refreshing to see young generations
of Russian people curious about the history
of their country.

Despite some earlier attempts to bury
the great legacy of the first workers state it
lives on in the minds and hearts of those who
strove for a different type of society.

Today, many museums about the history of
the Soviet Union and their advances welcome
children who can learn about their past. This
is an important factor in the development of
historic memory.

Socialism or barbarism! &
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100 days of Trump - Ineptitude,
vengeance, and political solitude

Graham Holton

The White House has launched
a streaming looped video on
X touting President Donald
Trump’s amazing accomplish-
ments in his first 100 days in
office. Trump sits at the Res-
olute Desk signing papers, a
text scrolls listing “Promises
made, promises kept.” The
reality is that the first 100
days of Trump have seen the
collapse and evisceration of
America’s political institu-
tions. Even the Constitution is
under threat, despite Trump
taking an oath to protect it.
Article II of the US Consti-
tution reads “The executive
power shall be vested in a
president of the United States
of America.” Trump has used
this to consolidate ever more
power.

In April, Trump announced
125 per cent tariffs on Chinese
imports, and “reciprocal” tariffs on
75 other countries. As a result, the
Dow Jones Industrial Average lost
more than 3 per cent and the S&P
500 fell 1 per cent, wiping trillions
of dollars from the market. Trump
advised his friends to buy shares.
The next day he reduced tariffs
and the market shot up, giving his
billionaire friends hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars. A report released by
the Bureau of Economic Analysis
showed the US economy shrank
in the first three months of 2025,
the first time since the COVID19
pandemic, which had stopped
supply chains in 2022. The market
has stabilised, for now, thanks to a
large tax cut.

Trump does not understand
macroeconomics. He was shocked
that his tariffs had an immediate
impact on the US Treasury bond
market, threatening the US’s ability
to raise future funding. Rather than
a booming economy, Trump warns
that this year will be tough on the
US economy. Instead of admitting
his error, Trump wrote on to his
social media site, Truth Social:
“This is Biden’s Stock Market, not
Trump’s.”

DOGE (Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency) has not, as
promised, saved the federal gov-
ernment US$1 trillion in spending
by slashing the jobs of thousands
of civil servants, from the HHS,
USAID, the IRS, Social Security
Administration, Education Depart-
ment, the Defense Department, the
CIA, National Weather Service and
the National Park Service. Instead,
DOGE’s actions have lowered eco-
nomic growth. Chris Rupkey, chief
economist at the financial research
firm Fwdbonds concluded, “Growth
has simply vanished.” Tara Sinclair,
director of the Center for Economic
Research at George Washington
University, writes: “We are seeing
a dramatic change in people’s
behaviour, similar to what we saw
during the shock of the pandemic.”

Trump has attacked educational
institutions, such as universities
and museums, accusing them of
antisemitism and DEI (‘diversity,
equity and inclusion’, which Trump
and his backers see as a bad thing).
After some pushback from Harvard
University, the Trump administra-
tion vindictively asked the Internal
Revenue Service’s top attorney
to revoke Harvard ’s tax-exempt
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status. Legal experts said there is
no proof that Harvard has violated
tax laws by engaging in political
activities on campus.

The Trump administration has
ensured that Corporate America’s
embrace of DEI has been purged
as “illegal and immoral.” DEI
programs were meant to increase
workplace representation for the
marginalised, such as women,
people of colour, the disabled,
veterans, and the LGBTQ+ com-
munity. These initiatives go back
to the Civil Rights movement in
the 1960s. As DEI cannot be used

in recruitment advertisements,
businesses — many of whom want
the benefits of DEI — get around
it by changing the language used.

Governments around the
world treat Trump with derision.
In Canada and the UK people
have stopped buying US-made
goods. The Trump administration
placed 10 per cent tariffs on the
islands of Heard and MacDonald
in the sub-Antarctic, which have
no human populations. In Aus-
tralia this made Trump a figure
of humour, with endless memes
showing penguins marching against

tariffs. Others call for an end to
AUKUS and to shut US military
bases.

Farmers and small businesses
have gone bankrupt. Many of the
MAGA faithful are now against him,
with his approval rating falling to 42
per cent. Mass rallies demonstrate
against Trump, a president who has
created failure after failure. Trump,
who is a convicted felon and six-
times bankrupt, told a crowd in
Detroit: “We've just gotten started,
you haven’t seen anything yet.” He’s
probably right. The true horror of
Trump is yet to come. &

100 per cent tariffs on Australia’s
film industry threatens 42,000 jobs

Graham Holton

Media production is a bil-
lion-dollar industry for
Australia.

US President Donald Trump has
proposed to place 100 per cent tariffs
on films made outside the USA, in
an attempt to force the film industry
back to Hollywood. This threatens
35,000 jobs and the loss of $1.2
billion in investments in Australia.
If the tariffs include the music and
video game industries, 42,500 jobs
could be gutted.

An industry insider said Trump,
“has no jurisdiction to do this and it’s
too complex to enforce.” Jay Sures,
vice chairman of United Talent
Agency, said: “the tariff doesn’t
make sense.”

Since The Matrix (1999), Holly-
wood movie and television produc-
tions have gravitated to Australia
because of the huge cost of film
production in Los Angeles. Highly
paid studio executives have lost the
ability to make films that US audi-
ences want to watch.

Australia has become a destina-
tion for major US film productions,
generating substantial revenue in
the local economy, increasing tech-
nical skills and creating new jobs.
The USA’s film companies like our

high quality studios, highly trained
technicians, lower production costs,
generous tax incentives, low exchange
rate, and the lack of government red
tape. Major US film productions
currently being shot here, include
Liam Neeson’s The Mongoose, which
is being filmed in Victoria, and the
Netflix thriller Apex, which is being
filmed in Sydney and the Blue Moun-
tains. A 100 per cent tariff could make
these films unprofitable.

Australia has co-production
agreements with nine countries,
allowing projects to access production
funding, subsidies and tax offsets.
The Australian Screen Production
Incentive provides tax incentives for
film, television and video productions.
The Producer Offset entitles compa-
nies to a 40 per cent rebate if there
is ‘significant Australian content.’
The Location Offset is a 30 per cent
rebate for the production of large-
budget film and television projects.
The Post, Digital and Visual Effects
(PDV) Offset is a 30 per cent rebate.
Screen Australia provides funding for
international marketing and partic-
ipation in film festivals and awards
ceremonies. State governments also
offer tax offsets and production sup-
port. That’s why you see ‘thanks for
the support of the South Australian
film corporation’ and similar notices

on your credits if you watch through
to the end.

Australia’s film industry is not
as strongly unionised as Hollywood.
The largest union in the film indus-
try, Media, Entertainment & Arts
Alliance (MEAA), represents creative
professionals. It opposes the tariffs
but says it’s unclear what the impact
would be. The Australian Directors
Guild and Australian Writers Guild
have not commented.

Minister for Queensland Arts,
Leeanne Enoch, said the tariffs
threaten the viability of Village
Roadshow Studios on the Gold Coast,
which previously produced the block-
busters Kingdom of the Planet of the
Apes and Thor: Ragnarok. Federal
Arts Minister, Tony Burke, said the
government would be “standing up
unequivocally for the rights of the
Australian screen industry.” Austral-
ia’s ambassador to the United States,
Kevin Rudd, called the tariffs “a tax
on Bluey.” Foreign Affairs Minister,
Penny Wong, said the Albanese gov-
ernment will raise concerns.

The MEAA is calling for strong
local content quotas on streaming,
to protect and strengthen the local
industry so that it can fulfil its role of
“reflecting Australia’s culture telling
our unique stories to local and inter-
national audiences.” &

Kevin Rudd has called the tariffs “a tax on Bluey.”
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Workers in India

on the

march

Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA) hold their hands to show solidarity.
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Vijay Prashad

Ninety percent of Indian workers are in the
unorganised sector. This does not mean that
they are outside trade union structures, but
only that most workers must fight very hard to
form unions. There are unions in the formal
sector, of course, but there are also unions in
occupations that are designed so as to make
unionisation difficult.

For instance, rural health care workers do not
work in a factory or in a shop, but across vast dis-
tances with very little contact with each other. Yet
rural health workers — or Accredited Social Health
Activist (ASHA) workers, as they are called — have
fought to set aside every barrier and build trade unions.
The ASHA workers are hired by the Indian Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare as part of the National
Rural Health Mission. Rather than treat them as
workers, the government of India pretends that they
are ‘volunteers.” Therefore, according to the Indian
government, there are over 1 million ASHA volunteers
in India, making just this section the largest volunteer
workforce in the world. As volunteers, they are not
entitled to collective bargaining or any union rights.

However, over the past five years, the ASHA
workers have organised themselves against all odds
into the ASHA Workers and Facilitators Federation
of India (AWFFI), affiliated to the Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU), the union body of the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist).

The National Rural Health Mission shows that
ever since ASHA workers went into the field in 2013,
the maternal mortality rate has fallen by 83%, while
the infant mortality rate has decreased by 69%. All
the studies of rural health in the past decade show
that the reason for these dramatic improvements is
the labour of ASHA workers. Treated as volunteers,
these workers are not paid the minimum wage and
do not get any necessary benefits (such as maternity
leave). Their labour is recognised by the government’s
own studies, but they are not rewarded with decent
working conditions and a living wage. In April 2025,

ASHA workers held a convention at which they pledged
to go on a multiple-day nationwide strike in August.

Even before then, the joint platform of trade
unions that brings together most of the confedera-
tions of unions met in Delhi to announce a nationwide
general strike on 20 May 2025 for higher minimum
wages and fixed working hours as well as for a roll-
back of the government’s anti-worker policies. Since
1991, Indian trade unions have held a general strike
at least twenty-four times. In recent years, over 250
million Indian workers have joined these strikes.
The demands are varied, but are largely around the
defence of labour laws and for higher pay. This year’s
general strike is no different.

Strikes are an important instrument to send a
message to the capitalist class that the workers have
not vanished, despite the low numbers in the formal
sector. Workers continue to assert themselves, strike
action after strike action, across India on basic issues
for decency of work and wages. A recent fifty-day strike
at a Samsung factory in Tamil Nadu saw the managers
accept the unionisation of 1,350 of the plant’s 1,850
workers; this is only the second time that Samsung
has allowed for a union in one of its factories in the
world. It was a very determined strike, supported by
a range of urban and rural unions.

Because of these strikes, the state’s capitalists lost
15% of working days. Nonetheless, the state is one of
the most industrialised in the country and has one of
the highest Gross Fixed Capital Formation in India.
Strikes do not force capital owners to flee if they find
that the productivity of labour in the area is high and
if they decide not to go elsewhere, given the uncer-
tainties of being able to build a reliable workforce.
That means that workers, despite the precariousness
of working conditions, continue to have the ability to
strike and win.

Workers are on the march in India. Hundreds of
millions are ready to strike on 20 May, many of them
having been on the streets on 1 May to celebrate their
day. They know that if they do not fight, they will be
destroyed. They fight to win.
globetrotter &

The Guardian encourages readers to donate to
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Global Briefs

NORWAY: Norwegian unions voted for an economic boy-
cott of Israel, and the world’s largest sovereign wealth fund
has sold all of its shares in Israel's Paz Retail and Energy
because the company is “contributing to the violation of
international law” by helping to supply fuel to illegal Israeli
settlements in the occupied West Bank.

AFGHANISTAN: The Afghan government has banned
chess indefinitely due to “religious considerations” and
restrictions set by the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue
and the Prevention of Vice. The Afghan Chess Federation
is closed, and all chess tournaments have been cancelled.
Chess has been gaining popularity in Afghanistan in recent
years, and a few days before the ban a group of chess
enthusiasts asked the government for funding to develop
chess in the country.

USA: “I will be signing one of the most consequential exec-
utive orders in our country’s history. Prescription drugs and
pharmaceutical prices will be reduced, almost immediately,
by 30% to 80%,” President Trump has announced. Trump
claimed that he has been concerned for years about the
high cost of drugs in the US. He also said that prices “will
rise throughout the world in order to equalise, for the first
time in many years, bring fairness to America.”

LIBYA: United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL)
is alarmed by the unfolding security situation in Tripoli
where intense fighting with heavy weaponry is taking place
in densely populated areas. The Mission calls on all par-
ties to cease fighting and restore calm. It also reminded
all parties of their obligation to protect civilians at all times.
UNSMIL fully supports the efforts of elders and commu-
nity leaders to de-escalate the situation. The Ministry of
Internal Affairs urged residents to stay home. The Ministry
of Education suspended classes across Tripoli, citing the
deteriorating security situation.

BANGLADESH: Bangladesh’s interim government has
banned the former ruling party of Sheik Hasina, the Awami
League under the Anti-Terrorism act. The ban will remain
in force until the trial of the party and its leadership is com-
pleted, the government statement said. The Awami League,
formed in 1949, dismissed the decision as illegitimate — “All
decisions of the illegal government are illegal,” it stated.

JAPAN: The Japanese Communist Party (JCP) is press-
ing for an overhaul of the government’s Status of Forces
Agreement, or SOFA with the US, following revelations
of sexual assaults by US Marines in the Japanese island
of Okinawa. The JCP points out that the cases cited are
“just the tip of the iceberg,” since many victims fail to report
assaults to police out of fear and/or shame. The SOFA
gives special privileges to the US military. US bases, cover
40% of the island.

BURKINA FASO: Following a failed coup attempt in
Burkina Faso at the end of April, mass protests erupted
across Burkina Faso, Ghana and Liberia. Demonstrators
denounced imperialist destabilisation and reaffirmed their
support for Captain Ibrahim Traore, the country’s leader.
Protesters marched under the banner “Hands off the AES
(the Alliance of Sahel States). The AES was formed by
Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger to push back against neo-co-
lonial influence. Despite sanctions and external pressure,
Burkina Faso continues to reclaim control over the coun-
try’s resources and re-direct wealth toward public services.
The AES has emerged as a symbol of African resistance,
advocating regional autonomy and economic independ-
ence. With tensions rising across the Sahel, the bloc’s
future remains critical in shaping West Africa’s fight for sov-
ereignty. (see page 9 for more)
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Speech given by Agapi
Pashos, Secretary of the
Greek Democritus Workers
League at a May Day event in
Naarm/Melboumne.

Comrades,

I am here tonight to talk
about The Tempi train crash
that occurred on 28 February
2023, near Tempi in north-
ern Greece, when a passen-
ger train carrying over 350
people collided head-on with
a freight train. The disaster
killed at least 57 people, mak-
ing it the deadliest rail acci-
dent in Greek history.

After the Tempi train crash
on 28 February 2023, authorities
initially claimed the freight train
was transporting only construction
materials. However, mounting
evidence and whistleblower testi-
monies suggested that hazardous
chemicals were also onboard.
Allegations quickly spread that
officials deliberately concealed the
presence of dangerous substances
to avoid greater scandal and legal
repercussions. The attempted cov-
er-up, combined with the already
catastrophic handling of railway
safety, triggered nationwide fury,
massive protests, and a deep crisis
of trust in both the government and
the state-run railway system

The Tempi train crash on 28
February 2023, did more than take
lives — it destroyed them beyond
recognition. Families were handed
body bags, often without answers,
without dignity, without truth.
Some loved ones were never found
at all. Faced with silence, lies, and
a system protecting itself, the vic-
tims’ families refused to be buried
under grief and deception. They
formed an organisation not just to
mourn, but to fight — to expose the
government negligence, corporate
greed, and criminal betrayal that
led to this massacre. Their courage
and determination ignited a wave
of anger across Greece, mobilis-
ing tens of thousands of ordinary
citizens to demand justice in the
streets. Together, they are demand-
ing accountability, not excuses; the
truth, not cover-ups. And they will
not stop until every responsible
hand is held to account.

It was a premeditated crime,
prepared over decades of political
betrayal, corruption, and greed.
It was the direct result of a regime
that sees human lives as collateral
damage in its endless pursuit of
profit and power.

The entire Greek political
system is guilty. Its parties, its
ministers, its foreign masters.

For decades, New Democracy,
PASOK, and SYRIZA - changing
faces but never changing policies

The Tempi Crime
Blood on their hands

— sold our country piece by piece.
They privatised infrastructure,
gutted public services, and handed
over the economy to foreign
interests.

They flooded OSE (the Greek
railway system) with unqualified
political appointees. They allowed
contracts for modern safety sys-
tems — like signalling and remote
control — to remain incomplete
and uninspected. They ignored
every warning by the unions.
They collected European Union
funds meant for modernisation
— and diverted them into their
own pockets and the pockets of
their cronies.

The contracts with Siemens.
The “lost” modernisation projects.
The safety systems never installed.
These are not bureaucratic mis-
takes — these are deliberate crimes.
Crimes committed for money.
Crimes committed against the
people of Greece.

From Karamanlis to Samaras,
from Tsipras to Mitsotakis — they all
knew. And they all chose to sacrifice
human lives for their own power.

When the economic crisis
struck, they accepted the Mem-
oranda that strangled the Greek
people. Not a single Memorandum
demanded the safety of trains,
schools, hospitals. The only demand
was: Privatise everything. Sell off
TrainOSE for the price of a sec-
ond-hand airplane — 45 million
euros — to Ferrovie dello Stato.
Hand over our national assets and
leave the Greek people to ride on
deadly tracks, under a state too
broken to even protect them.

They obeyed the Troika. They
obeyed the banks. They never
obeyed the will of the Greek people.

Tempi is not the first tragedy.
It is the inevitable result of decades
of betrayal.

And when the crime of Tempi
occurred — when 57 people, mostly
young, were burned alive — what
did the regime do?

« They rushed to blame a single
worker.

« They erased evidence.

« They tried to suffocate the
truth.

« They sent police to beat
mourning protesters in
Syntagma Square.

Because the real fear of this
regime is not the people mourning
— it is the people awakening.

They fear the truth: that Tempi
exposed the whole rotten system.
That the blood of Tempi washed
away decades of lies.

OUR STRUGGLE
IS GLOBAL

And let them hear this loud and
clear: The Greek people’s rage does
not stop at the borders of Greece.

Guardian

The names of the victims of the Tempi rail crash. By writing the names in public spaces including
the surroundings of the parliament, people ensure that their memories are never erased.
Photo: NikosLikomitros — wikimedia.org (CCO0)

In every corner of the earth —
from Melbourne to New York, from
London to Berlin, from Johannes-
burg to Toronto — Greeks abroad
are rising too.

They have not forgotten. They
have not become blind. They know
the truth, and they stand with the
people of Greece.

« Diaspora students hold
banners for Tempi at their
universities.

» Workers’ unions across the
world send messages of
solidarity.

» Greek communities abroad
demand accountability .

» Greek organisations abroad
organise rallies in front of
the Greek Consulates and
embassies.

The whole world now sees
that the so-called ‘success story of
Greece’ is a lie built on blood, debt,
and broken lives.

The demands of the Greek
people are clear:

» The immediate opening of
all railway contracts, without
censorship, without cover-up.

« The full investigation of all
ministers of transport since
2000.

« The criminal prosecution not
just of low-level employees but
of political leaders.

» The immediate public
ownership, modernisation,
and democratic control of our
transport system.

« An end to the dictatorship
of privatisation and the

restoration of public safety and
public dignity.

And more than that:

We demand the dismantling
of the regime that made Tempi
possible.

Because we know there will be
no justice for Tempi as long as the
criminals rule us.

OUR MESSAGE
TO THE REGIME

To Mitsotakis and his cabi-
net, to the parties who betrayed
Greece again and again: Your time
is ending.

No matter how many police
you deploy, no matter how many
media lies you spread, no matter
how many scapegoats you offer,
the Greek people are awake now.

The dead of Tempi are not
silent. They march with us. They
cry for justice from the grave. And
we will honor their voices.

WE WILL NOT
FORGIVE - WE WILL
NOT FORGET

Tempi is not just a tragedy.
It is a line drawn in blood. A line
between the Greece of corruption,
and the Greece of dignity.

We owe it to the victims. We
owe it to the mothers who buried
their children. We owe it to the
future generations who must not
grow up under this regime of death.

And so we say, from Greece to
the whole world:

Down with the regime of cor-
ruption and betrayal!

Down with the political crim-
inals who sold our lives for profit!

Justice for Tempi!

Justice for Greece!

We will not stop.

We will not bow.

We will not forget.

The struggle continues —
Until justice is won. &

Tempi train crash

In February 2023, two trains in Greece crashed head-on. One
was carrying cargo from Thessaloniki to Larissa, the other had
342 passengers. The train heading for Thessaloniki switched
lanes and diverged to the freight track. The front carriages
exploded. Many remains were never found. Days after the crash
the areas was cleaned and cemented over.

Anger over the mismanagement that led to the crash and the
cover-up afterwards is behind the largest protests Greece has
seen since the end of the military dictatorship in 1974.

Tempi ...the direct result of a regime
that sees human lives as collateral
damage in its endless pursuit of profit
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Palestine: Prime
Minister Mustafa
declares Gaza a
famine zone; holds
Israeli occupation
fully responsible

In a press conference on the
worsening humanitarian
situation in the Gaza Strip,
Palestinian Prime Minister
Mohammed Mustafa officially
declared that the Gaza Strip
is in a state of famine.

“We hold Israel, the occupying
Power, fully responsible for this
deliberate humanitarian catastro-
phe,” he stressed, calling for urgent
international action.

Prime Minister Mustafa called
on the entire United Nations
system to immediately activate
its response mechanisms and
treat Gaza as a famine-stricken
zone, including international
intervention and the removal
of all restrictions on relief aid
delivery. He further called on the
UN Security Council and the UN
Secretary-General to immediately
intervene by invoking Article 99
of the UN Charter.

The Prime Minister urged all
UN Member States to fulfill their
obligations under international
humanitarian law, recognise the
catastrophe and famine, provide

urgent political and logistical sup-
port to end the siege, ensure the
unimpeded delivery of aid, and
activate mechanisms for interna-
tional accountability and interna-
tional justice.

He further called on the inter-
national community to safeguard
UNRWA'’s mandate and support
its programs, enabling the Agency
to fulfil its vital responsibilities.
In this regard, he commended the
principled position of all those who
have rejected any proposed mech-
anisms to politicise or control aid
distribution.

Mustafa reaffirmed the unwa-
vering commitment of the Pales-
tinian Government to confront the
aggression and man-made famine
against the Palestinian people, and
to continue working closely and
tirelessly with the international
community to save lives, and lay
the foundation for recovery and
reconstruction.

“We raise our voices against the
silence and inaction of the interna-
tional community, and appeal to the
conscience of humanity everywhere:

Do not let the besieged children
of Gaza starve to death.

Do not allow starvation and
thirst and water to be used as weap-
ons of war and control.

This famine is not a natural dis-
aster — it is a deliberate humanitar-
ian crime, and silence is complicity.

The time to act is now.” &
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Half the Sky

Nakba 2025: 77 years of ethnic
cleansing and genocide

15 May marks 777 years since the Nakba, or
‘catastrophe’, the Palestinian term for the
violent expulsion of around three quarters of
all Palestinians from their homes and home-
land by Zionist militias and the new Israeli
army during the state of Israel’s establish-
ment (1947-49). The expulsions and killings

have never stopped.

The event has been marked by demonstrations,
vigils, and renewed willingness to stand with Pal-
estinians in the fight against the ongoing genocide.

The Communist Party of Australia stands with
Palestinian people in their struggle against coloni-
sation and genocide. &
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One person one vote

It might surprise some readers that universal suffrage is
still not a reality in Australia for people aged 18 and over.
The following are extracts from an Adelaide International
Women’s Day talk by Tabitha Lean:

| am a criminalised woman having spent three years on bail,
four weeks in the Supreme Court of South Australia, two
years in Adelaide women'’s prison and Adelaide pre-release
prison and an accumulative two years on Home Detention. |
completed two and half years on parole, or as | like to call it,
open air prison.

In this country, the so-called lucky country, not everyone has
the right to vote yet. Not everyone gets a say in the policies
that shape their lives — or the political direction of the nation.

Incarcerated people serving sentences of three years or
more are stripped of their right to vote. That means thou-
sands of people — overwhelmingly Aboriginal people, poor
people, and those criminalised by systemic injustice — are
denied a voice in decisions that directly impact them.

We are excluded from the very democracy that claims to rep-
resent all.

Let’s be clear: this is not about public safety. Many people in
prison — especially those on long sentences — are working.
They pay taxes through work release programs from pre-re-
lease centres. They contribute to society. But they cannot
vote. They are expected to obey the laws of this country, yet
they are denied a say in how those laws are made.

This is about disposability. About who is seen as worthy of
participation and who is cast aside. It is about power — who
gets to wield it, and who is deliberately silenced. Because the
truth is, people don’'t care when it's prisoners who are disen-
franchised. We are the disposable population.

No one is fighting to expand suffrage because, for the most
part, it has already been achieved. The right to vote is seen
as settled. But it is not settled for us. It is just the criminal-
ised — the poor, the racialised, the marginalised — who
remain locked out of full participation. And because we are
the so-called criminal class, people accept our exclusion as
natural, as justified. Our rights are seen as negotiable, our
voices as unimportant. But we must refuse to accept that.

Because no government can claim legitimacy while deny-
ing thousands of people their democratic rights. Full suffrage
must mean full suffrage. Anything less is an indictment of the
so-called democracy we live under.

We need to think about who we are advocating for. Because
the community that | live in, the community | work for and
walk with and belong to, are some of the most marginalised
people in our society, facing extreme disadvantages before,
during, and after imprisonment.

We are 10 times more likely to be homelessness

More than half of us were unemployed before going to pris-
on, and unemployment post-prison sits around 60%, with
even worse stats for Aboriginal people and women

Over 40% of us have a diagnosed mental health condition

Aboriginal women in prison are 100 times more likely than
non-Indigenous women to have had a child removed by the
child—stealing authorities.

There are deep structural inequalities that pipeline people
into the criminal legal system and keep us locked in cycles of
disadvantage.

Poverty isn’t just an unfortunate condition; it is not an acci-
dent or an inevitable condition; it is the result of deliberate
policies that criminalise, punish, exclude, and abandon the
most marginalised.
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Israel plans Gaza occupation,
Trump cuts deals

John Wojcik

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and his cab-
inet have approved a plan to
seize total control of Gaza
and occupy the territory
indefinitely.

Having already cut off almost
all humanitarian aid to the Gaza
Strip, the Israeli government is
now planning a direct takeover and
occupation and says it intends to
continue controlling the flow of food
and other assistance, supposedly
in order to prevent any of it from
ending up in the hands of Hamas.

Netanyahu has also announced
what could be a backdoor attempt
to help the Trump administration
shore up the right-wing Zelensky
government in Ukraine. Israel is
sending stocks of its US Patriot
missiles to Kiev to use against the
Russian military.

The decision to directly admin-
ister and occupy Gaza is expected
to be implemented as soon as Pres-
ident Donald Trump finishes a trip
to that country next week.

A report aired by Israel’s public
radio said the plan will not be
implemented overnight but would
happen gradually over a period of
months. It is expected that Netan-
yahu and Trump will discuss further
details when the US president is in
Jerusalem on an upcoming visit.

Netanyahu said in a video
message online that the campaign
to seize Gaza in its entirety would
be an “intensive” one and would,
“for their own safety,” involve the
displacement of more Palestinian
people in the territory.

NEW APPROACH

According to Reuters, Netan-
yahu says Israeli troops will not
follow the same tactics they relied
on earlier, which focused on short
in-and-out raids conducted by
forces based outside Gaza. “The
intention is the opposite,” he said,
echoing comments from other right-
wing Israeli officials who have said

Israel would hold on to the ground
it has seized. Thus far, they directly
control at least a third of Gaza.

Even amidst the genocidal war-
fare, private companies are vying
to lock in contracts for aid distribu-
tion in Gaza once Israel completes
its takeover. They’re seeking to
secure profitable administrative
agreements with the Netanyahu
government now. Although aid is
currently being blocked, previously
its distribution was handled not by
private companies but by the UN
and numerous public international
agencies.

While Palestinians are look-
ing ahead with dread toward the
expected disaster that a total Israeli
takeover will bring, they’re already
facing an uptick in the number
of deaths at the hands of Israeli
military forces and an even bigger
increase in the spread of disease.

Doctors no longer have the
medicine they need to keep patients
alive; they report that Palestinians
are dying from heart and kidney
ailments that would not kill them if
needed medications were accessible.

Medical professionals in Gaza
have told the press that the Israeli
government is lying when it claims
there are enough provisions and
medicines available for the people
of Gaza. Humanitarian organisa-
tions and many world governments
report that the supplies are indeed
not available and that Israel is in
violation of international law by
choking off aid.

“To the Israeli authorities, and
those who can still reason with
them, we say again: Lift this brutal
blockade,” Tom Fletcher, the UN’s
humanitarian aid chief said.

On top of these violations of
international law, Israel is stepping
up to assist the Trump adminis-
tration by serving as a middleman
provider of US weapons to Ukraine.
This was stepped up almost imme-
diately after Trump signed what
most believe is a lucrative mineral
deal with Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky, who is supported

Gaza February 2025. Photo: Jaber Badwen — Creative Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0)

by Ukrainian oligarchs who will also
make money from the agreement.

As soon as Zelensky signed the
deal with Trump, he asked for more
US weapons. Israel appears to be
honouring that request through the
back door by providing Patriot mis-
siles to Kiev. The US is refurbishing
the missiles in Israel before they are
then shipped to Ukraine for use in
its war with Russia.

There are reports in the German
press that Germany, too, is being
pressured to send up-to-date refur-
bished missiles to Ukraine.

The Trump administration,
when questioned by the Times,
refused to answer or provide details
about what is going on or whether
there has been a shift in the US’
methods of propping up Zelensky.

“The White House does not
provide details on the strength and
placement of defence systems,”
said James Hewitt, a spokesman
for the National Security Council.
“President Trump has been clear:
He wants the war in Ukraine to end
and the killing to stop,” he said.

Zelensky told reporters in Kiev
that the mineral deal he signed
with Trump, the details of which
remain secret, will result in more
US-made missiles coming to Kiev
via other countries.

PROFIT PATTERN

After talking with Zelensky
recently at the Vatican during the
Pope’s funeral, Trump has hinted
he could easily “switch sides” in the
Ukraine war. The only predictable
pattern with Trump is that he will
line up with anyone who gives him
the best “deal,” which often means
whoever allows him to pile up the
most personal profits from his
so-called diplomacy.

Trump and his family are con-
ducting intensive money-making
operations in several regions of
the world.

Just a few of the foreign policy
and militaristic campaigns of the
administration — on the strength
of the $1.1 trillion military budget
Trump is ramming through Con-
gress — have already resulted in

his family sealing deals on a new
luxury hotel in Dubai, a residential
skyscraper in Saudi Arabia, golf
courses in Qatar, and now lucra-
tive mineral deals with Zelensky
and oligarchs in Ukraine. These
investments all come on top of
Trump’s ventures within the US,
including the establishment of a
Mar-a-Lago type private club in
Washington, D.C.

He has also pitched the idea
of turning Gaza into a resort strip
on the Mediterranean, something
which would be made easier under
a full Israeli occupation of the
territory.

The daily shifts in US foreign
policy under Trump remain unpre-
dictable. The reality is that war will
continue as long as the people in
control are the billionaires, weapons
makers, fossil fuel interests, and oli-
garchs in both East and West. They
are a company of thieves in which
Trump feels quite comfortable.
People’'s World @&

Israel has permanently closed
six schools operated by the
United Nations Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA), the
United Nations agency for
Palestinian refugees, in East
Jerusalem, forcing students
to leave early.

Israel shuts down
siX UN-run schools in East Jerusalem

This action has left more than
800 students without access to
education.

A 30-day closure notice was
issued in April by Israeli officials,
claiming that the schools were
operating without a proper license
— an excuse also frequently used

to evict Palestinians from their
homes.

UNRWA is a primary provider
of education and healthcare to Pal-
estinian refugees across the region.
While its West Bank schools remain
open, Israel has banned the agency
from operating within its territory.

The Israeli Education Ministry said
that the affected students would
be transferred to other schools in
Jerusalem. But parents and staff say
the alternative schools are harder
to reach and some students may
have to pass through crowded and
militarised checkpoints every day.

Others lack the necessary permits
to cross into other parts of the city.
UNRWA administrators said they
had hoped to keep the schools open
for “as long as possible.”
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