
Anna Pha

“It is time for action, and 
reform that is funded,” said 
Justice Richard Beasley who 
headed the NSW Special 
Commission of Inquiry into 
Healthcare Funding. Health 
care is in crisis, and not just in 
NSW. There have been more 
than 20 reports and reviews 
over the past 40 years, but lit-
tle action by governments on 
their recommendations.

The Beasley report, handed 
down earlier this May, reflected 
problems across the country. There 
are many aspects to the current 
crisis that can be sourced back to 
the lack of planning, and the ongo-
ing privatisation of health care. 
In particular, the lack of focus on 
primary care.

Health economist Stephen 
Duckett has previously pointed to 
a “collapse of workforce planning” 
in Australia’s healthcare system, 
which relies on internationally 
trained doctors and nurses. Duck-
ett said, “we have not grown and 
trained our own,” GPs, psychia-
trists, radiologists, nurses, and 
midwives.

UNDER-PLANNING
Preventative health care is 

chronically underfunded, result-
ing in many avoidable hospital 
admissions and avoidable chronic 
health conditions which only add 
to the costs.

If preventative, primary health 
care were made the priority with 
adequate planning and funding, 
it would result in huge savings in 
other areas such as on specialists 
and public hospitals. It would also 
importantly result in far better 
outcomes for patients. 

There is a huge shortage of GPs, 
nurses and midwives, and special-
ists including in psychiatry and 
emergency medicine. Medicare, as 
a universal scheme based on bulk 
billing, has been undermined by 

successive governments. This has 
resulted in far too many patients 
presenting at hospital emergency 
departments because they cannot 
afford to see a GP or specialist.

Thousands of patients who 
don’t need the care hospitals pro-
vide are taking up beds in those 
hospitals. They include the aged 
and people with disability. They 
cannot be discharged and free up 
urgently needed beds for other 
patients because of failings in the 
aged care sector or difficulties in 
accessing the NDIS and its services 
such as community homes.

The latest cost-cutting reforms 
to the NDIS will exacerbate the 
problem. They are a short-sighted, 
spur-of-the-moment false economy, 
not based on needs.

There are too few trainees for 
future needs with little planning or 
thought to resourcing these needs 
which are well known. Nurses and 
other medical staff have left public 
hospitals in droves, burnt-out and 
under-paid. 

The lack of adequate staffing 
and low wages in public hospitals 
are false economies.

Another false economy is the 
failure to increase the Medicare 
rebate so that it becomes feasible 
for GPs to spend time based on clin-
ical and social needs with patients. 

There are long waiting lists for 
public dental services. Untreated 
dental problems, apart from the 
pain and suffering, can have a seri-
ous impact on the health of patients 
resulting in avoidable conditions. 
Oral health should be bulk billed 
under Medicare. Not doing so is 
another short-sighted saving. 

The federal government has 
opened a number of Urgent Care 
Services which bulk bill in an 
attempt to alleviate the pressure 
on public hospitals, but they are 
not designed to provide the sort of 
comprehensive patient care that a 
regular GP offers.

Shortages of beds and staff 
result in mental health patients 

being turned away from care or 
being discharged too early.

Prisons are full of people with 
unmet mental health needs. There 
are numerous people amongst the 
homeless who would not be in 
such desperate straits if the mental 
health services they required were 
readily available and bulk billed 
under Medicare.

Despite all these issues, the 
public health system has a large, 
dedicated and highly skilled work-
force in public hospitals. Health 
workers are not the problem. Nor 
are the millions of patients seeking 
care. The problem is the system 
and lack of overall planning and 
coordination.

PRIVATISATION
The other major cause of the 

current crisis is the ongoing pri-
vatisation of health care.

GPs are private businesses. 
They are not salaried but operate 
on a fee-for service basis, whether 
that be a Medicare rebate through 
bulk billing or with patient copay-
ments. This can result in a conflict 
of interest with an incentive to see 
more patients for shorter periods in 
practices with low-income patients.

Many GPs are frustrated and 
concerned that they cannot afford 
to give patients the time and care 
they need. Over recent decades, 
bulk billing rebates have been 
frozen or at best received paltry 
increases over recent decades to 
the point where they do not reflect 
the costs of good practice.

This in turn results in the 
churning of patients at the expense 
of patient care. Telehealth out-
fits that offer scripts over the 
phone are the extreme end of 
patient-churning.

It is no accident that there are 
way more GPs and specialists in 
wealthier suburbs and huge short-
ages in areas of lower socio-eco-
nomic status including rural and 
regional Australia, and Indigenous 
communities.

In suburbs with wealthier 
patients it is not uncommon to see 
GPs charge up to $100 or more for 
a standard 15-20 minute consulta-
tion, leaving patients to fork out a 
copayment of $60, $70 or more.

There is a maldistribution of 
the medical workforce between 
metropolitan, rural and regional 
areas and Indigenous communities. 
More needs to be done to attract 
medical trainees who come from 
disadvantaged communities.

Continued on page 2

Guardian
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA� www.cpa.org.au

The Workers’ Weekly

$   5

ISSN 1325-295X

We acknowledge the sovereignty of the First Peoples of Australia.

#2146  26 May 2025

166
Nakba: 77 years of 
apartheid and resistance

A great democratic rights 
victory

Photo: Anna Pha

... bulk-billing specialists have become  
an endangered species ... the federal 

government spends around $8 billion a 
year propping up private hospitals

The Guardian  
has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast”

Nationalise health!



2   26 May 2025� Guardian

Continued from page 1
There is also a serious lack of bulk-billing spe-

cialists and radiology, pathology, and other services.
Bulk-billing specialists have become an endan-

gered species, with long waiting lists and closed books. 
Those who see private patients charge high fees car-
rying large out-of-pocket expenses. For example, an 
appointment for a psychiatrist can cost $300-$400, 
with a rebate of $130-$140.

The federal government spends around $8 billion 
a year propping up private hospitals through private 
health insurance (PHI) subsidies. Without this assis-
tance the private hospital system would be unsustain-
able. It is a diversion of much needed funding from 
the public system.

Many patients feel forced into unaffordable PHI 
in fear of not being admitted to hospital when needed. 
Even then, as private patients they can also face hefty 
out-of-pocket expenses depending on the arrangement 
between their fund and the hospital they attend.

The average annual cost for hospital-only insur-
ance for singles can range from $2,340 to more than 
$3,000. Add to that another $1,000 or so for extras 
such as physiotherapy, dental or optical.

It is outrageous that public hospitals offer beds 
to private patients as they receive higher payments 
for services. Governments are even funding public 
patients in private hospitals. 

Dentists are private and costly.

Health care is a basic human right human and 
in such a wealthy country as Australia there is no 
excuse for lack of access to quality care. Instead we 
have a class-based, two-tier system depending on 
ability to pay. We are headed down the path towards 
the US system.

“The failure to embed prevention in all its forms 
into the health system despite repeated and evi-
dence-based recommendations to do so is beyond 
my comprehension,” Beasley said. 

Tinkering around the edges with a few health cen-
tres or a few extra dollars will not solve the crisis. At 
present funding focuses on budgetary concerns in an 
ad hoc manner without comprehensive planning and 
coordination across the health care system.

“What is needed is a detailed plan of the services 
that are required to meet the healthcare needs of the 
population and an identification of the workforce 
required,” Beasley said.

The only way this can be achieved is through 
nationalisation of healthcare, strategic planning 
based on future needs and universal bulk billing of 
all medical services including dental. This requires 
a political commitment to the provision of public 
health services, a commitment completely absent in 
both the major parties.

We are headed down the path towards the US 
system.
See page 5 for CPA’s healthcare policy.  

Nakba – still happening, 
not so ‘distant’

77 years ago, the people of Palestine suffered ethnic 
cleansing, murder and dispossession. It’s documented 
on page 16 of this paper. That’s the Nakba – Arabic for 
‘catastrophe.’ The attack is ongoing, and it’s getting 
worse. 

What’s right in front of you now, apart from this 
editorial? Chances are, what you’ve got on your mind 
is work, maybe the cost of living. The kids, if you have 
kids. Perhaps the weather. Maybe not a 77-year old 
event in another country. 

After all, we’ve got problems right here and right 
now. Prices are always going up, and job security isn’t 
getting any better. Healthcare costs a fortune (see our 
front page story).

So what’s the big deal with the Nakba? It’s a long 
way away from here in distance and in time. Right? 
Why should you care?

There’s opposing the use of starvation as a weapon 
of war, for one thing. Israel has been deliberately starv-
ing the population of the Gaza Strip, ostensibly with the 
aim of destroying Hamas, but pretty obviously with the 
aim of collective punishment and with an eye to taking 
over the whole area. People who support Israel like 
to muddy the waters by saying that it’s ‘complex,’ but 
this part isn’t. They’re deliberately starving children; 
that’s simple enough.

No, the Israeli ‘Defence’ Force isn’t coming for you 
personally. What’s coming for you is the system that’s 
propping up the IDF, the system that’s bankrolling it. 
The IDF couldn’t do its murderous work in Gaza and 
the West Bank without the full support of the United 
States of America. Bombs, bullets, planes, and above 
all money, all come from the USA to Israel. In the face 
of obvious massacres of civilians, former US President 
Joe Biden paused the supply of some of the weapons 
for a short spell. He was careful enough to make the 
pause so short that it didn’t inconvenience the war 
machine at all.

You’re wondering where you come into this? The 
US has brought its war and its reasons for war to this 
country. It’s not just that parts for F-35 aircraft, used to 
bomb Gaza and the countries neighbouring Israel are 
produced in Australia. The US is using this country as a 
forward base for its aircraft and submarines. Runways 
in the north of the country have been strengthened to 
accommodate larger US bombers, and preparations 
are under way for WA to host US nuclear submarines. 

Still not close enough? They’re coming for our 
children too. Schools in South Australia (‘the Defence 
State’) are being leaned on to become ‘Defence Schools,’ 
and pro-nuclear submarine material is being woven 
into Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics 
courses there. 

If you’re not from South or West Australia, consider 
this – the people who support AUKUS and Australia’s 
involvement with the US military are beginning to talk 
about bringing back conscription. It’s a long way off, but 
the fact that they’re even considering it is significant. 
If they bring back national service, that’s coming for 
everyone’s kids.

Israel is committing war crimes. Sure, the Austral-
ian government has joined with 23 other countries to 
demand the full resumption of food aid. They’re also 
allowing weapons components to be made here for 
the planes used to bomb Gaza and Lebanon. They’ve 
signed contracts with Israeli military contractors. 

Communist Party of Australia knows that the im-
perialism being practiced in Palestine is the same as 
the imperialism that’s going to park nuclear-powered 
submarines here, and is softening us up to help out 
in war with China. 

The Communist Party of Australia stands for the lib-
eration of Palestine, and for an independent Australia. 
There’s no contradiction here, the two are connected. 

Join us.
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‘Don’t f** it up’ 
Josh Wilson MP gets a message
An alliance of campaigners 
from groups including Dis-
rupt Burrup Hub, Grand-
parents for Climate Action 
and Voices for Climate have 
staged a sit-in at the office of 
Member for Fremantle Josh 
Wilson to demand the Labor 
government reject Woodside’s 
North West Shelf proposal at 
the Burrup Hub.

It came as new Environment 
Minister Murray Watt arrived 
in Perth, having adopted Peter 
Dutton’s decision of rushing an 
approval decision on the North 
West Shelf within 30 days of the 
election. Minister Watt has indi-
cated he plans to make a decision 
before 31 May.

Around a dozen Fremantle 
residents and climate campaigners 
entered Wilson’s office at 10 am 
this morning and sat in the foyer, 
refusing to move.

Josh Wilson experienced a 16% 
swing against him at the federal 
election, almost losing his seat to 

an independent candidate who 
campaigned heavily against the 
North West Shelf extension.

Disrupt Burrup Hub cam-
paigner  Emma said inside Wil-
son’s office:

“We are here to say Josh 
Wilson’s government must block 
Woodside’s North West Shelf exten-
sion at the Burrup Hub.

“Woodside’s North West Shelf 
will emit billions of tonnes of pollu-
tion and drive up our cost of living.

“Labor has no more excuses.
“They have a majority govern-

ment. The Liberals have been wiped 
out. The election result proved that 
they do not have to fear the wrath of 
the Kerry Stokes or Murdoch media.

“There is absolutely nothing 
standing in the way of Josh Wilson, 
new Environment Minister Murray 
Watt and Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese doing the right thing and 
choosing to protect our future and 
planet, over the bank accounts of 
Woodside shareholders. 

“Woodside’s Burrup Hub will 

release more than 6 billion tonnes 
of carbon pollution.

“More gas exports will damage 
our climate, destroy our nature, 
desecrate sacred heritage and rip 
off Australians. 

“Josh Wilson almost lost his 
seat because of Woodside’s North 
West Shelf. The people of Fremantle 
won’t give him any more chances 
if this project is given approval.

“Any tiny inch of climate cred-
ibility the Federal Labor Party had 
left will be destroyed if this project 
is approved in any shape or form 
– for any period of time.

“For the sake of our future 
and our planet, it simply must not 
proceed. 

“Josh Wilson: This is your 
opportunity to finally do the right 
thing, secure your legacy and stop 6 
billion tonnes of carbon pollution. 
Good luck and don’t f*** it up.”
Disrupt Burrup Hub  
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Sadly on the 15th May 2025 the Austral-
ian and international working class lost 
a staunch supporter for peace, friend-
ship, and socialism with the passing of 
Ian Mac Leod age 93. Born in Innisfail 
North Qld (then known as part of the 
‘Red North’) Ian became an apprentice 
Metal Moulder and active member of 
the Australian Miscellaneous Workers 
Union at the South Johnstone Sugar 
Mills. During the late 30s and early 
40s the CPA became a dominant force 
in the Red North with the election of 
Fred Paterson as a communist can-
didate for the Qld State Parliament. 
These events had a profound impact 
upon Ian, compelling him to become 
more involved in the struggles of the 
working class. 

Being young and enthusiastic, Ian was 
keen to travel and have new experiences, and 
his adventures took him to parts of NSW and 
New Zealand. Travelling NSW he found work at 
AIS Pt Kembla Steelworks. It was dirty, dusty 
and hot work, and at the end of each shift a 
cold beer was the order of the day. In those 
days NSW pubs closed at 6, the rule of thumb 
being if you got to the pub just before closure 
you would order 4 schooners, 2 for yourself 
and 2 for your mate. After spending some 
time working and travelling and gaining new 
experiences Ian returned to Brisbane and once 
again became active in his union and politics. 

Within a short period the quality of Ian’s 
leadership and activities amongst the Union 
members became known, and he was elected as 
a member of the Union executive and shortly 
afterwards the State Secretary. It was at a time 
when metalworkers where campaigning for 
wage increases and a shorter working week and 
in December 1981, a 38 hour week was won 
which became standard in other industries. In 
1983 the Metal Moulders amalgamated with 

the AMWU and Ian became an official of the 
amalgamated union.

As a committed socialist, Ian joined the 
CPA and became a staunch supporter of the 
Soviet Union. He strongly fought against the 
revisionist trend that the CPA leadership 
embraced. In 1971 he became a founding 
member of the Socialist Party of Australia. In 
addition to his union activities Ian understood 
that it was essential to build the party amongst 
the working class. He was instrumental in 
establishing a industrial branch of the party 
in Brisbane, becoming its first secretary. He 
also took a leading role in the leadership of 
the party and became a member of the QLD 
State Committee and Executive.

In 1984, Ian was part of a SPA Trade Union 
Delegation that visited the Soviet Union for 
the 7 November celebrations and was highly 
impressed by witnessing socialism in the 
making. On his return he spoke to workers 
about his experiences as a Party member. A 
couple of years later Ian was also part of a SPA 
Trade Union Delegation that visited Bulgaria 
to study at the Dimitov Trade Union Institute.

Comrade Ian was also a founding member 
of the Brisbane Branch of the Australian DPRK 
Friendship and Cultural Society and for many 
years was the Branch Chair. Ian was a dedicated 
and supporter of the DPRK and the Korean 
people in their just struggles against the hostile 
military policies of US Imperialism and was 
always available to lend a helping hand when 
organising meetings, rallies, demonstrations, 
and other events. 

At his own request, Ian’s remains have been 
donated for research and no funeral service will 
be held. On behalf of all Ian’s comrades and 
friends I extend our condolence to his family. 
Ian will always be remembered as a staunch 
fighter and servant of the working class. 

Ray Ferguson Ian is on the left.

Vale Ian MacLeod 1932-2025

Condolences
Vale Ali Kazak!

The CPA Central Committee is saddened by the passing of 
former Palestinian ambassador to Australia Ali Kazak.

During his time in office, we had the opportunity to 
meet with him and learned more about the plight of the 
Palestinian people which gave us even more reason to 
express our solidarity with the heroic Palestinian people.

We would like to convene our condolences to Ali Kazak’s 
family, friends and to all the Palestinian people who 
have lost a brave advocate for the Palestinian cause.

The Communist Party of Australia reiterates its solidarity with 
the Palestinian people and its strong advocacy for the end of 
the genocide and for a free and independent Palestinian state.

Vale Ali Kazak!

1947-2025

Communist Party of Australia 
Central Committee

18th May 2025
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Just in case you thought that there are areas too remote to 
be affected by climate change, a key climate conference in 
Nepal has recently discussed global climate change, includ-
ing the impact on the highest Himalayan peaks where snow 
and ice are melting.

The three-day conference in Kathmandu, entitled ’Climate 
Change, Mountains and the Future of Humanity,’ included 
discussions of critical climate issues.

At the opening meeting, Nepal’s Prime Minister Khadga 
Prasad Oli told participants: “From the lap of Mount Everest, 
the world’s highest peak, we send this message loud and 
clear that to protect the mountains is to protect the planet.

“To protect the mountains is to protect our seas. To protect 
the mountains is to protect humanity itself.”

Nepal is home to eight of the 10 tallest mountains in the 
world. A high level of glacier melting in the Himalayan 
mountains because of global warming has raised significant 
concerns. Melting snow and ice have exposed the moun-
tains and increased the risk of rock slides, landslides, and 
avalanches. Scientists have warned that the Himalayan 
mountains could lose up to 80 per cent of their glaciers as 
the Earth continues to warm. Ministers from neighbouring 
India, Bhutan, and the Maldives attended the conference. 
Organisers intend to publish a Kathmandu declaration.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the genocidal government of 
Israel:

Highlighted with this message from the Maritime Union:

In solidarity with the people of Gaza
The Maritime Union of Australia (MUA), representing dock-
workers and seafarers across the Australian maritime 
industry, stands in unwavering solidarity with the Peace 
Flotilla and the people of Gaza. As maritime workers, we 
know first hand the essential role of free and safe passage 
at sea, especially for vessels delivering humanitarian aid to 
those in desperate need.

We strongly condemn the attack on the humanitarian ship 
The Conscience, which was struck twice by drones in inter-
national waters off Malta, putting the lives of 30 human 
rights defenders and seafarers at grave risk and violating 
international law. Such acts threaten the fundamental rights 
of seafarers and dockworkers everywhere and undermine 
the principles of safe navigation and humanitarian solidarity 
that our industry upholds.

The mission of the Peace Flotilla – to deliver life-saving aid 
to Gaza’s besieged population – reflects the core values of 
maritime workers: solidarity, justice, and the right to safe 
passage.

For over 18 months, Gaza has endured blockade, starva-
tion, and bombardment. The denial of humanitarian access 
is unconscionable, with the United Nations warning that 
Gaza is on the brink of famine.

The MUA calls on maritime unions, dockworkers, civil soci-
ety, and governments to join us in demanding immediate 
safe passage for all humanitarian vessels to Gaza and an 
end to the blockade. 

The delivery of vital humanitarian aid must not be 
obstructed. 

As a union with a proud history of supporting oppressed 
peoples and defending the rights of maritime workers glob-
ally, we reaffirm our commitment to peace, justice, and 
solidarity.

Paddy Crumlin
National Secretary 
Maritime Union of Australia

The long road  
to full funding

Rachel Power 

It’s 2011. I’m teaching a year 
one class in Bankstown, in 
South-west Sydney. Mid-morn-
ing, a new student is dropped 
off in my classroom. Her name 
is Zainab. She’s just stepped 
off a plane from Syria.

Zainab speaks no English, 
communicating only through hand 
signals. Fortunately, there are a few 
Arabic-speaking students in the 
class, and together we do our best 
to make her first day as smooth as 
possible. The reality is, no matter 
how much effort we put in, the gaps 
in support for students like Zainab 
are bigger than any one teacher or 
classroom can bridge. 

Without proper funding, 
students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds are always at risk of 
slipping through the cracks, no 
matter how hard educators work 
to paste over them. 

THERE ARE TWO 
AUSTRALIAS

The first is the Australia I grew 
up in – where my working-class 
migrant parents could become 
teachers, get good union jobs, and 
ensure we always had a roof over 
our heads. 

Then, there’s the Australia that 
too many kids, like Zainab, grow 

up in – where opportunities are 
limited by our country’s prejudices. 
In my first few years of teaching, 
I saw this divide everywhere. It 
frustrated me. In a country as 
wealthy as Australia, how could this 
be acceptable? Something needed 
to change.

Around that same time, the 
Gonski review came out. It con-
firmed what we already knew: too 
many kids were falling behind in 
an education system that wasn’t 
supporting them. It highlighted that 
public school teachers and support 
staff were doing the heavy lifting 
for students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds without the funding 
needed.

For the first time, we had a real 
school funding model.

REAL CHANGE
That’s when I started to notice 

union members standing up, fight-
ing for full Gonski funding. 

It’s also when I realised that 
if I was serious about making 
change for students like Zainab, 
great lesson plans alone wouldn’t 
cut it. I had to stand with my col-
leagues and demand better from 
our politicians. 

I was invited to union meetings, 
rallies, train station stalls, social 
media campaigns, doorknocks, 
letterbox drops – you name it. And 
you know what? The deal got done. 

That was 14 years ago. Then, 
Tony Abbott happened. He prom-
ised a ‘unity ticket’ on school fund-
ing. He lied. 

Abbott committed for four years 
and then pulled the pin just as the 
bulk of the funding was due to reach 
schools. Zainab has finished school 
now. I hope she is still here, living 
her best life. The truth is, thanks to  
government policies like ‘no school 
left behind’ and ‘Gonski 2.0’, Zainab 
never had access to the full funding 
she needed and deserved.

Like every union campaign, 
it’s been a battle. But this January, 
Anthony Albanese and Peter Malin-
auskas signed on to fully fund our 
public schools and preschools. That 
means an extra $1 billion over the 
next decade. This is an Australian 
Education Union member win that 
will benefit all Australians. 

It means every Zainab will get 
the support they need to reach their 
full potential, and you will finally 
have the funding and resources to 
thrive as an educator. 

The fight isn’t over. 
Every hard-fought gain in 

public education has come because 
union members stood together and 
refused to back down. The next 
generation of kids are counting on 
us to keep going. 
Australian Education Union  
(edited for space)  

Photo: Bruce Matsunaga/ASU English Department – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Bargaining works
Wages rose 3.4 per cent over the year to March, 
driven by strong wage increases for workers 
paid under collective agreements. 

The ABS Wage Price Index shows that wages for 
workers on collective agreements rose by 3.8 per cent 
over the year to March 2025 – the strongest annual 
wage growth in the quarter among all pay-setting 
methods.

Real wages rose by 1.0 per cent over the year to 
March 2025, the sixth consecutive quarter of real 
wage growth.

Healthcare and social assistance, as well as edu-
cation and training, were among the sectors experi-
encing the largest gains. Workers from these sectors 
have benefited from significant wage increases from 
the federal government’s workplace relations changes, 

highlighting the importance of the new rights in 
improving workers’ living standards.

This positive real wage growth has occurred 
while inflation has dropped from a high of 7.8 per 
cent in December 2022, down to 2.4 per cent today, 
comprehensively undermining any claims of a ‘wage-
price spiral.’ 

The Fair Work Commission’s Annual Wage Review 
decision is expected in early June 2025. The decision 
will directly impact more than 2.6 million workers on 
minimum and award wages.

Australian Unions argue that a 4.5 per cent 
minimum wage increase is essential for supporting 
Australia’s lowest-paid workers and lifting the wage 
floor for the broader workforce.
ACTU  
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Superannuation is being 
used by the wealthy to rort 
the tax system to the tune 
of billions of dollars. One of 
the first things the Albanese 
government plans to do is to 
lift the tax rate on the earn-
ings of superannuation bal-
ances above $3 million to 30 
per cent. At present the tax 
on earnings in superannu-
ation funds is 15 per cent. 
The wealthy are turning to 
their crafty accountants to 
work out how to dodge the 
30 per cent.

The same income on invest-
ments outside the superannuation 
scheme would incur $51,667 plus a 
rate of 45 per cent on income over 
$180,000. 

The government expects the 
reform to bring it $2.3 billion in 
its first full year, and increase in 
coming years, while initially affect-
ing around 80,000 people.

Dodging this plan is not proving 

so simple, except for rorters who 
have reached the preservation age 
or a condition of release of funds. 
Preservation age ranges from 
55-60 depending on date of birth. 
It is highest for those born on or 
after July 1, 1964. Certain condi-
tions must be met such as retiring 
permanently or transitioning to 
retirement through part-time work. 
Once the age of 65 is reached there 
are no restrictions on removing 
investments from superannuation.

For those who have not reached 
preservation age or met conditions 
of release, avoiding the tax may 
prove very difficult.

For people who are in a position 
to withdraw their super, account-
ants are raising strategies such 
as transferring wealth through 
gifting contributions to children, 
grandchildren or other people or 
directly into their super funds. 
Alternatively, withdrawn funds 
could be deposited in bonds, family 
trusts or investment companies.

The proposed increase will be 
applied at the end of each financial 

year to all gains made, whether they 
have been realised or not. Unre-
alised gains are referred to as ‘on 
paper profits.’ They occur when an 
investment has not been sold, but 
has increased in value. The 30 per 
cent tax will apply to that increase. 

Even that is not so simple. For 
example, the capital gain on selling 
real estate within a super fund car-
ries a 15% tax. The same sale of real 
estate outside of a fund would incur 
a 50% capital gains tax. Increasing 
the tax on sales inside super funds 
to 30% has these rorters running 
scared and determined to do what 
they can to avoid the additional 
tax. Thus, extracting real estate 
from super is not the solution the 
wealthy are looking for.

The legislation passed in the 
Lower House during the last sit-
ting of the Parliament but failed 
in the Senate when not enough 
cross-benchers supported it. The 
Greens will have the balance of 
power in the new Parliament in 
August when the government is 
likely to hold the next sitting. 

The Greens support the concept, 
but are insisting the tax reform 
apply to income on balances over 
$2 million. That would be far more 
progressive.

However, either way such a 
reform in itself would not end the 
rorting, just reduce it.

If Australia is going to have 
super at all, it should be a way to 
save for needs in old age, not yet 
another form of tax avoidance or a 
way for the already wealthy to pass 
that wealth on to their offspring.  

Universal access to medical 
care is fundamental to build-
ing a healthy socialist society. 
Medical expertise, medical 
institutions, and medical 
research are part of Austral-
ia’s social aspirations for a 
physically and psychologi-
cally robust community, and 
are not as capitalism would 
have them, mechanisms for 
generating profits. A national-
ised health scheme providing 
a quality primary care system 
with GPs, nurses, allied and 
community health working 
together must become our 
frontline for maintaining peo-
ple’s well-being with emphasis 
on preventing disease, includ-
ing early detection of illness.

The privatisation of Australia’s 
health system is socially iniquitous, 
it leads to the wasteful private 
health insurance rebate which is 
driving further privatisation of 
Australia’s health system, and 
which will lead ultimately to the 
rationing of health care for those 
who need it but cannot afford it 
and the means-testing of public 
hospitals.

Our public hospitals are under 
extreme pressure. The CPA rejects 
the monetisation of the system and 
stands for a health care system 
that first and foremost meets the 
needs of working class Australi-
ans and other marginalised and 
disadvantaged groups – especially 

Indigenous Australians – in their 
local communities, local health 
clinics and local hospitals. We 
strongly oppose the introduction 
of a co-payment or means testing 
of access to Medicare or public 
hospital treatment.

A planned expansion and devel-
opment of the health system has 
the potential to create more jobs 
in the research, administration and 
service areas.

The CPA advocates:
•  A nationalised health system 

under local control, with high 
quality and “free” at point of 
delivery care, according to need 
rather than the ability to pay.

•  Accessible quality medical 
and dental treatment for all 
Australians, bulkbilled under 
Medicare, centrally funded 
through progressive forms of 
taxation, and focused on the 
needs of working Australians 
and their families, the elderly 
and the sick.

•  Team-based care focused 
on early intervention 
and providing care in the 
community and in the home.

•  Priority emphasis on 
preventative medical services 
including campaigns by 
governments to educate people 
about healthy lifestyles, the 
importance of vaccinations, 
regular tests and check-ups. 
Preventive medicine should 
also encompass restrictions 

on corporate advertising and 
on the production and sale of 
unhealthy products.

•  An expanded Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme (PBS) so 
that all effective medications 
remain affordable for all 
Australians. PBS scripts should 
be free for all unemployed, 
pensioners and other card 
holders, and the cost for 
others reduced. This must 
include the Pacific region that 
benefits from the lower costs of 
medications as a result of the 
high purchasing power of the 
PBS.

•  The public control of 
pharmaceuticals, diagnostics 
and medical supplies along 
with the employment of 
salaried staff specialists, and 
public hospitals.

•  The development of a publicly 
owned pharmaceutical 
manufacturing industry 
so that Australia has some 
independence from shortages 
in overseas supply, and during 
critical moments such as major 
pandemics. Australia should 
withdraw from agreements 
that prohibit such production 
and not sign new ones; in 
particular the TPPII.

•  The improvement of the public 
system in outer suburban, 
rural and remote areas with 
measures put in place to 
ensure the health system caters 

first and foremost for working 
families and the sick and the 
elderly in these communities.

•  Strong health and safety rules 
in the workplace to prevent 
worker injury.

•  The support of a system 
of generous workers’ 
compensation benefits for 
all injured workers and their 
families.

•  The retirement age for those on 
shift work to be set at five years 
before the rest of the workforce 
due to increased aging effects 
of their work patterns on the 
body.

•  The opportunity for workers 
and local communities to have 
a say on where their health 
facilities are placed and how 
they are managed, including 
having a voice on local hospital 
boards.

•  The urgent expansion of the 
provision of mental health 
services.

•  Funding increases for people 
with disability should be 
brought forward, and services 
provided by the public 
sector.  

CPA policy on healthcare

Monash University clinical teaching.  
Photo: Monash University – flickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)

IUF work stoppages at PepsiCo Adelaide
Graham Holton

More than 150 workers of the Inter-
national Union of Food, Agricultural, 
Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco 
and Allied Workers’ Associations 
(IUF), an affiliation of the United 
Workers Union (UWU), have been 
on four-hour work stoppages across 
five shifts at PepsiCo’s Adelaide fac-
tory. The factory produces Doritos, 
Twisties, and Smith’s chips. On 28 
April PepsiCo offered its Adelaide 
staff a 12 per cent pay rise over the 

next three years, which was rebuffed 
by 97 per cent of workers. Workers 
want a 15 per cent raise over the next 
three years for wages to catch up with 
inflation. The strike ran from 8 May to 
10 May. Union officials warn that fur-
ther industrial action may be taken.

Workers are currently paid 12 per cent 
less than their counterparts in Queensland. 
Inflation has meant workers’ real wages 
are worse off by 8 per cent. Even when the 
UWU’s claim is awarded, Level 3 workers 
will earn $200/week less in the final year of 
the proposed agreement than if their wages 

had matched cost of living since 2022. This 
is a total real loss of $17,000. Level 3 work-
ers are currently being paid $1,266 a week.

The UWU Director of Food & Beverage, 
Mel Gatfield, said: “There is plenty of spare 
change and PepsiCo can afford to do the right 
thing, but they’re choosing not to.” IUF Asia 
Pacific Regional Secretary, Hidayat Green-
field, said: “PepsiCo is squeezing every cent 
from workers while refusing to offer a fair 
deal.” IUF Acting General, Secretary Kristjan 
Bragason said that PepsiCo’s wage increase 
offer was “well below the inflation rate and 
is unfair to UWU members.”

A PepsiCo spokesperson in Australia said 
the corporation’s offer was “fair and reason-
able,” and: “Our people are our top priority 
and we are committed to working with them 
and the unions to continue discussions in 
good faith and come to an agreement that 
is acceptable to our employees.” PepsiCo is 
the world’s second-largest food and beverage 
corporation with a market capitalisation of 
more than US$176 billion.In 2023 PepsiCo 
made $106 million in profits in Australia. 
They’ve got the money to pay their workers 
the same in every state. They can afford for 
wages to keep pace with inflation.  

Tackling super rorts

Photo: aag.com – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)
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Marcus Browning

The defeat of the attempts of the Men-
zies government to outlaw the Com-
munist Party of Australia (CPA) in 
1950 must rank as one of the great 
est victories for democratic rights in 
Australia.

Menzies had introduced legislation called 
the Communist Party Dissolution Bill. It 
had been passed by parliament with the 
support of the Labor Party leaders of the 
time but when challenged in the High Court 
it was found to be contrary to the Australian 
Constitution.

To get over this legal hurdle, Menzies 
attempted to have the Australian Consti-
tution altered by a referendum. This would 
have allowed the government to proceed 
with its plan to outlaw the Party.

As in all referendums, the question posed 
was a simple one – one either votes “Yes” or 
“No” to a question determined by the govern-
ment of the day. The Menzies government 
sought powers to deal with Communists and 
Communism.

Lance Sharkey, General Secretary of 
the CPA at the time, said that the Menzies 
government was “out to fascise the country” 
and to embark on a staggering armament 
program.

“The Referendum,” he said, “is intended 
to hoax the Australian people, to get them to 
vote away their liberties ... by means of the 
‘red bogey’, non-existent ‘communist plots’ 
and the equally mythical threats of ‘commu-
nist aggression’ from abroad.”

The referendum was intended to give 
the government powers to deal with “com-
munism,” meaning by that the ideology of 
communism. It was not just an organisational 
question of banning the Party and dissolving 
its organisations.

It is worthwhile recalling the first words 
of the Communist Manifesto published just 
100 years earlier – “A spectre is haunting 
Europe – the spectre of Communism. All 
the powers of old Europe have entered into 
a holy alliance to exorcise this spectre.”

At that time there were no Communist 
Parties but the genie of Marxist ideas was 
out of the bottle. Desperate attempts have 
been made ever since by the protagonists 
of the old, desperately sick and anti-people 
capitalist system, to imprison Marxist ideas 
or to impale them on the point of a bayonet.

Despite countless repressions and the 
massacres of communists (such as the 
massacre in Indonesia) the ideas of Marx 
and Engels have spread worldwide and 
now inspire millions of people enrolled in 
or supporting communist parties.

Menzies in his assault was attempting 
to not only dissolve the Communist Party of 
Australia but also to exorcise “communism” 
as such.

At that time, in 1950-51 Churchill and 
Truman had launched the Cold War at a 
meeting in the US – the infamous Fulton 
speech by Churchill.

The US still had a monopoly of atomic 
weapons and Churchill urged the Americans 
to use them against the cities of the Soviet 
Union. He was still out to “strangle the Bol-
shevik baby in its cradle” as he had attempted 
in the 1920s’ Wars of Intervention against 
the fledgling USSR.

The Soviet Union had emerged from the 
war against Nazism as a great power with 
immense political prestige and a rapidly 
restored and growing economy.

In 1949 the Chinese revolutionaries had 
won power and established the People’s 
Republic of China.

Dutch colonialists had been thrown out 
of Indonesia, and although the French had 
returned to Vietnam and other emerging 
states of the region, their occupation was 
being challenged by the Vietnamese, Cam-
bodian and Laotian people.

The Vietnamese Communist Party had 
been formed and was leading the Vietnam-
ese people in their struggle for liberation.

Various communist-led governments 

had been formed in a number of East Euro-
pean states.

Menzies was peddling the line that the 
“yellow hordes” were about to sweep down 
from the north and occupy Australia.

War had erupted on the Korean peninsu-
lar and was, in fact, a counter-revolutionary 
military aggression directed at the People’s 
Republic of China.

These events provided the backdrop 
against which Menzies attempted to dissolve 
the Communist Party and carry on his cam-
paign to exorcise communism.

But this attempt of the Menzies govern-
ment with the support of worldwide reaction 
was defeated.

Richard Dixon, who was the President 
of the Communist Party at the time, said 
the Referendum “resulted in a great and 
glorious victory for the working people of 
Australia, which will have a profound influ-
ence upon further developments throughout 
the country.”

The Australia people “saw through the 
fraudulent arguments and understood that 
what was involved in the Referendum was 
an attack upon the traditional freedoms of 
the Australian people,” he said.

Given the overall intense anti-com-
munism of the times the strength of the 
“NO” vote and the defeat of the Referendum 
is even more remarkable.

It is not without its significance that the 
three main industrialised states of NSW, 
Victoria, and South Australia all registered 
solid “NO” majorities and there was an overall 
majority for “NO.”

Whereas the ALP had voted for the ini-
tial Dissolution Bill in parliament, when it 
came to the Referendum the Labor Party 
leadership was split. Keon and Mullins sup-
ported a “Yes” vote, while Dr Evatt, Arthur 
Calwell and Eddie Ward who were the main 
Labor Party leaders at the time, supported 
a “NO” vote.

Ministers of religion, university staff, 
business-people and many other social groups 
also advocated a “NO” vote.

This provided the possibility of a very 
broad movement against the Referendum. 

“Workers, farmers and middle class people 
joined forces to defeat the Referendum,” 
said Richard Dixon.

He said, “In the course of the campaign 
there took place a considerable shifting of 
classes ... a people’s movement appeared in 
the course of the Referendum.”

“We also saw the beginnings of a united 
front between members of the Labor Party 
and the Communist Party. This was basic to 
the victory. This unity and the fact that the 
trade union movement swung solidly for a 
‘NO’ vote were the determining factors in 
securing a majority vote for ‘NO’.”

Dixon also said, “The Communist Party 
played a decisive part. In the greatest mobi-
lisation of forces and the biggest and best 
campaign ever waged, the Communist Party 
drew thousands of working people who stood 
for freedom into action, and stimulated 
the Labor Party rank and file and the trade 
unions to mass activity.”

These were the ingredients of the victory 
and they retain their relevance to this day.

There is one more comment of Dix-
on’s that has to be mentioned. He said, 
“During the Referendum campaign there 
were instances of sectarianism on the part 
of some Communists who sought to thrust 
our whole program down the necks of ‘NO’ 
supporters, who regarded as enemies any 
who did not accept our views on all major 
questions. In the main, however, the Party 
members worked on broad, non-sectarian 
lines, side by side with people who did not 
share all our views ...”

The remarkable united front, the “Vote 
NO” committees that sprang up across the 
country, the mountains of leaflets distributed 
and meetings held.

The campaign became almost tangible 
in the political atmosphere. From a position 
where none would have given the “NO” vote 
a chance, many involved in the organising of 
the campaign said they could feel the swing 
taking place in popular opinion.

Australia became the only country where 
the legality of a Communist Party has been 
upheld in a national referendum.

But this victory is only one struggle in 

what is turning out to be a centuries long 
conflict of ideology, politics, class power and 
military action. The struggle for liberation 
and real freedom continues with revolution 
and counter-revolution contending in an 
extremely complicated pattern and on a 
worldwide scale.

The Cold War did not end, the class strug-
gle between corporate power and working 
class power was not resolved, colonialism 
has and is attempting to reassert itself in 
new forms. The defeat of the attempt by the 
Nazis to impose world domination made 
way for a new pretender — the USA far more 
dangerous and far better armed than the 
Nazis ever were.

The attacks on the conditions and rights 
of the working class did not end.

Another great victory of the period was 
the defeat of the industrial legislation — 
the “pains and penalties” legislation as Ben 
Chifley described them. The Australian 
trade union movement came out on strike 
in support of Clarrie O’Shea, a communist 
trade union leader who was jailed because 
of his refusal to accept the dictates of the 
anti-union legislation of that time.

Although that legislation was defeated 
and anti-trade union legislation was rele-
gated for years, it has been replaced by that 
of the Albanese government’s vicious attack 
on organised labour today.

While the attempt of Menzies to exorcise 
communism was defeated, world reaction 
did not give up and they achieved their 
own victory in the dismemberment of the 
Soviet Union.

With that, conservatives, the representa-
tives of the corporations, proclaimed the “end 
of communism.” This has proven to be false.

The spectre of communism continues to 
haunt the boardrooms of the corporations 
and the think-tanks of their political mentors.

Why? Because communism is on the 
side of the oppressed, it stands for a real 
people’s democracy, for friendship between 
peoples and nations, for multiculturalism as 
against racism, for mutual benefit in all the 
relations between the people of the world 
and for peace and against war.  

Labour History month

A great democratic rights victory
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Australian Workers’ Union (AWU) members 
at Australia’s largest renewable energy pro-
ject have downed tools for 24 hours after their 
employer, Italian company Webuild, refused 
to offer them pay parity with tunneling col-
leagues in Melbourne.

Webuild is undertaking tunneling work on the 
North East Link project in Melbourne and pays their 
workers on that site significantly more than workers 
employed on Snowy 2.0.

This is despite Melbourne-based workers being 
able to return home each night to their families.

In contrast, Snowy 2.0 workers work 12 hour shifts 
underground and then return to an isolated camp in 
the wilderness of the Snowy Mountains where there 
is little more than a mess hall and rooms for sleeping.

Snowy 2.0 workers have had enough, said AWU 
NSW Secretary, Tony Callinan.

“Webuild wasted the first 10 weeks of negotiations 
by refusing to engage, they didn’t respond at all to the 
log of claims the AWU put to them on behalf of our 
1000-odd members in mid January,” said Callinan.

“Our members have had enough of the games, that’s 
why they’re taking 24 hours of protected industrial 
action on Wednesday the 20th.

“All our members want is to be paid the same 
money for the same work as those working for the 
same company in Melbourne on the North East Link 
project.

“And those members get to go home each night 
to their families.

“Those working on Snowy 2.0 live and work in the 
wilderness of the Snowy Mountains in the middle of 
winter and when they’re not underground tunneling 
they’ve confined to spartan work camps.

“They work 14 day shifts of 12 hours then have 7 
days off, then they fly back for 14 night shifts of 12 
hours, and in between they live in work camps where 
it’s just a mess hall and a room to sleep in.

“Even the food is terrible – it’s so bad it was the 
subject of an industrial stoppage when members’ 
found maggots in the chicken.

“It’s tough hard work and it’s incredibly danger-
ous underground.

“It should be obvious to anyone that our members 
working in the wilderness for two weeks straight would 
expect to be paid the same as workers in Melbourne 
who go home to their families each night.”
Australian Workers Union  

Carbon fraud
Anna Pha

Carbon credits are allocated for activities that claim to store, 
reduce or avoid greenhouse gas emissions. These include retain-
ing vegetation instead of clearing it, capturing gas from landfill, 
removing cattle from land, and sequestering greenhouse gases 
emitted by projects (carbon capture and storage – as yet unprov-
en on a commercial scale). Australia’s climate change strategy, 
the Safeguard Mechanism, is based on a carbon credits scheme. 
The government-run scheme allocates Australian Carbon Credit 
Units (ACCUs) for every tonne of carbon dioxide or carbon diox-
ide equivalent stored or avoided one ACCU is credited. These 
ACCUs are financial instruments that can be sold to the govern-
ment or other businesses seeking to offset their emissions with 
credits.

Even when carbon credits are allocated for genuine reductions 
in emissions, a business purchasing the credits is then permitted 
to emit an amount of emissions corresponding to those reduced. 
There is no net reduction in emissions. As the Australia 
Institute (TAI) points out, Carbon Credits “simply mean emissions 
are being theoretically moved from one sector to another.”

The scheme assumes all carbon credits reflect real emission 
reductions. Research by numerous organisations reveals a large 
percentage do not. A report by TAI summarising 23 studies into 
carbon offsets raises questions about the integrity of carbon off-
sets and suggests about 40 per cent of Australian offsets are 
junk. TAI says there is “a dangerous loophole in the Mechanism 
that allows polluters to simply purchase carbon credits to off-
set emissions, rather than making the fundamental and required 
changes to decarbonise their operations. Allowing companies to 
offset also opens the door for fossil fuel producers to continue 
expanding their operations (and their emissions).” The Safeguard 
Mechanism is a driver of unprecedented demand for carbon 
credits, not decarbonisation. Where the carbon credits are junk 
Australia’s emissions will increase.

One of the dodgiest allocations of credits is the avoidance of 
deforestation – worthless at the best with no reduction in emis-
sions, outright criminal when deforestation is later carried out. 
This most commonly applies to deforestation that might otherwise 
(or not) be cleared for agricultural purposes. After considerable 
pressure the Labor government revoked the “avoided deforesta-
tion method” in relation to any new projects that are registered 
with the scheme. Existing projects already registered are allowed 
to keep on rorting!

Storage is considered ‘permanent’ if carbon is stored for 100 
years. A strange definition of permanence. There are no conse-
quences if the storage turns out to last for less than 100 years. 
Anyway, how would we check? Another problem is this; 100 
years isn’t long enough.

Carbon stored in forests and soil can go back to the atmosphere 
due to fire, disease, drought and extreme weather. When it does, 
there’s a high chance it will stay there longer than 100 years. 
Some of the carbon emissions can remain in the atmosphere for 
more than 10,000 years.

“Carbon emissions from the extraction and combustion of fossil 
fuels, which make up roughly two thirds of global annual green-
house gas emissions, are the most acute threat exacerbating 
global warming, and those least able to be addressed through 
impermanent land-based offsets,” said Climate Analytics CEO 
Bill Hare. The Australian government spends millions of dol-
lars buying back credits – money diverted from real action to cut 
emissions and invest in renewables. Allowing companies to offset 
also opens the door for fossil fuel producers to continue expand-
ing their operations (and their emissions).

The Safeguard Mechanism is dominated by the coal, oil, and gas 
industries that have no plans to reduce their emissions. Thus, it 
will drive unprecedented demand for carbon credits, not decar-
bonisation. As climate researcher Ketan Joshi explains, “carbon 
offsetting is an honesty system coupled with a financial incentive 
for dishonesty.”

The Australia Institute report concludes that “unless integrity is 
restored to Australia’s climate policies, Australia is fuelling a net 
zero fraud.” 

GREEN NOTESSnowy 2.0 workers 
down tools for  

24 hours

‘Massive climate bomb’ 
approved

The environment plan for 
Santos’ controversial Barossa 
gas project – which the Aus-
tralian Conservation Founda-
tion (ACF) has warned fails to 
properly assess greenhouse 
gas emissions or explain how 
Santos plans to comply with 
the safeguard mechanism 
– was today given the green 
light by offshore regulator 
NOPSEMA.

The ACF criticised the regu-
lator for approving Santos’ pro-
posed exploitation of the massive 
undersea gas field, which contains a 
higher proportion of CO2 than any 
other gas field in Australia.

“This is Australia’s dirtiest gas 
project and it should never have 
been given the green light,” said 
ACF climate program manager 
Gavan McFadzean.

“Barossa is a massive climate 
bomb that will produce more cli-
mate pollution than usable gas.

“ACF wrote to proponent 
Santos and regulator NOPSEMA 
in December, warning the project’s 
environment plan was not in our 
view compliant with relevant reg-
ulations and again in March this 
year outlining further concerns 
about the plan’s assessment of 
marine impacts.

“Despite our repeated requests, 
Santos has failed to adequately 
explain to ACF how Barossa will 
comply with the safeguard mech-
anism or provide a proper assess-
ment of how the greenhouse gas 
emissions from Barossa will affect 
Australia’s environment.

“Santos’ carbon capture and 
storage proposal is technically and 
financially unfeasible, won’t address 
the problem and does not appear 
to be progressing.

“No matter where it’s burned, 
Santos’ gas damages places Aus-
tralians love. 

“Santos plans to extract gas 

from a delicate and biodiverse 
marine environment, creating risks 
for a range of species including 
sea snakes, turtles, dolphins, and 
whales. 

“This is the company that was 
recently fined for spilling 25,000 
litres of oil condensate into the 
Indian Ocean in 2022 off the coast 
of WA after a kink in a pipeline 
caused it to rupture. 

“This was not the first time 
Santos has been responsible for a 
large spill. In 2013, about 250,000 
litres of crude oil leaked from 
the company’s Zeus oil field in 
Queensland. 

“The federal government must 
comprehensively assess the climate 
and nature impacts of this project.” 

Tiwi Islanders have vigorously 
opposed Santos’ Barossa gas plans 
for years.
Australian Conservation 
Foundation  

Housing advocates  
welcome end to  

no-grounds evictions
Homelessness NSW has welcomed the end-
ing of no-grounds evictions which comes 
into effect today as a positive step towards 
ending the housing and homelessness crisis. 
CEO Dominique Rowe says that eviction from 
private rentals is one of the main causes of 
homelessness.

Rowe argues that ending unfair no-grounds evic-
tions “will help to keep people in housing and reduce 
pressure on our overwhelmed homelessness services.”

“These important changes at last bring NSW into 
line with most of the country and welcome them.”

While these changes are important, much more 
needs to be done to end homelessness.

Almost 68,000 people sought help from homeless-
ness services last year in NSW, and many were turned 
away due to overwhelming demand. Over 65,000 
households are on the growing social housing waitlist.

Homelessness NSW is calling on the state gov-
ernment to Increase the stock of social housing from 
4.7% to 10%, and deliver a 30% increase in baseline 
funding for specialist homelessness services. 

The Communist Party of Australia advocates a 
massive increase in public housing, owned and oper-
ated by the state.  
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Prabawo is desperately seeking 
international legitimacy

Marcus Browning

The United Liberation Movement 
for West Papua provisional govern-
ment interim president Benny Wenda 
warns that since Indonesian president 
Prabowo Subianto took office last 
October his coming marks the return 
of “the ghost of Suharto,” the brutal 
dictator who ruled over the nation for 
three decades.

Wenda, an exiled West Papuan leader, 
says that Indonesian forces are carrying 
out ethnic cleansing in multiple regencies, 
as thousands of West Papuans were being 
forced out of their villages and into the bush 
by soldiers. 

The entire regency of Oksop has been 
emptied, with over 1,200 West Papuans dis-
placed since an escalation began in Nduga 
regency in 2018. 

Prabowo coming to office has a particular 
foreboding for West Papuans, who have been 
occupied by Indonesia since 1963. Over his 
military career – which spanned from 1970 
to 1998 and saw rise him to the position of 
general, as well as mainly serving in Kopassus 
(special forces) – the current president alleg-
edly perpetrated multiple alleged atrocities 
across Timor Leste and West Papua.

According to Wenda, the incumbent 
Indonesian president can “never clean the 
blood from his hands for his crimes as a gen-
eral in West Papua and East Timor.” Wenda 
made it clear that Prabowo’s acts since taking 
office reveal that he is set on “creating a new 
regime of brutality” in Papua.

ENHANCING THE 
OCCUPATION

“Foreign governments should not be 
fooled by Prabowo’s PR campaign,” Wenda 
said. “He is desperately seeking interna-
tional legitimacy through his international 
tour, empty environmental pledges and the 
amnesty offered to various prisoners, includ-
ing eighteen West Papuans and the remain-
ing imprisoned members of the Bali Nine.”

Former Indonesian president Suharto 
ruled over the Southeast Asian nation with 
an iron fist from 1965 until 1998.

Wenda maintains that the proof Prabowo 
is something of a reincarnation of Suharto 
is that he’s set about forging “mass dis-
placement, increased militarisation” and 
“increased deforestation” in the Melanesian 
region of West Papua. He’s restarted the 
transmigration program of the Suharto days, 
which involves Indonesians being moved to 
West Papua to populate the region.

Indonesia’s initial transmigration pro-
gram resulted in West Papuans, who made 
up 96 per cent of the population in 1971, 
only comprising 49 per cent in their own 
homelands at that current time.

Wenda considers the “occupation was 
entering a new phase,” when former Indone-
sian president Joko Widodo split the region 
of West Papua into five provinces in mid-
2022. The West Papuan leader advises that 
Prabowo is set to establish separate military 
commands in each province, which will pro-
vide “a new, more thorough and far-reaching 
system of occupation.”

West Papua was previously split into two 
regions, which the West Papuan people did 
not recognise, as these and the current five 

provinces are actually Indonesian admin-
istrative zones.

“By establishing new administrative 
divisions, Indonesia creates the pretext for 
new military posts and checkpoints,” Wenda 
argues. “The result is the deployment of 
thousands more soldiers, curfews, arbitrary 
arrests and human rights abuses. West Papua 
is under martial law.”

ECOCIDE
Prabowo paid his first official visit to West 

Papua as president last November, visiting 
the Merauke district in South Papua prov-
ince, which is the site of the world’s largest 
deforestation project, with clearing beginning 
in mid-2024. Merauke will eventually have 
two million deforested hectares turned into 
giant sugarcane plantations, via the destruc-
tion of forests, wetlands and grasslands.

Five consortiums, including Indonesian 
and foreign companies, are involved. Despite 
promises that the megaproject would not 
harm existing forests, these areas are being 
torn down regardless. Part of this deforest-
ation includes razing of forest  previously 
declared protected by the government.

A similar program was established in 
Merauke district in 2011, by Widodo’s prede-
cessor president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, 
who established rice and sugarcane planta-
tions in the region, aiming to turn it into a 
“future breadbasket for Indonesia.” However, 
the plan was a failure, and the project was 
rather used as a cover to establish hazardous 
palm oil and pulpwood plantations.

“It is not a coincidence Prabowo has 
announced a new transmigration program at 
the same time as their ecocidal deforestation 
regime intensifies,” Wenda said. “These twin 
agenda represent the two sides of Indonesian 
colonialism in West Papua: exploitation and 
settlement.”

Wenda added that Jakarta is only inter-
ested in West Papuan land and resources. 
Indonesia has killed at least half a million 
West Papuans since 1963. While the occupy-
ing nation is funding other projects with the 
profits it’s been making on West Papuan palm 
oil, gold and natural gas, the West Papuan 
provinces are the poorest in the Southeast 
Asian nation.

BACKGROUND
When Indonesia gained its independence 

after centuries of Dutch colonialism Austral-
ian waterside workers and seamen played a 
significant role: they prevented the return to 
Indonesia of a Dutch military force which had 
intended to re-occupy the archipelago. This 
saved the Indonesians from a war of inde-
pendence that would have followed akin to 
that fought by the Vietnamese people against 
re-colonisation by the French.

The first independent Indonesian govern-
ment was formed by those who had fought 
against the Japanese occupation during 
WW2, and was led by President Soekarno. 
In the immediate post-independence years 
the Communist Party of Indonesia grew 
rapidly. These were also the years during 
which the world-wide sweep of the national 
liberation movement liberated colonies of 
Britain, France, the Netherlands, and other 
European imperialist countries.

In Australia, Prime Minister Menzies 
was proclaiming the “yellow peril” and the 
“domino theory” by which one country after 

another would fall to communist revolution. 
Australia’s interventions, under the US 
umbrella, in Korea and Vietnam were the 
application of these anti-communist cold 
war pretexts.

Reactionary political circles in Australia 
did not support or welcome the liberation of 
Indonesia from Dutch colonialism. Neither 
did they protest when General Suharto, in a 
bloody military coup that overthrew President 
Sukarno’s government, seized power during 
which upwards of one million communists, 
their friends, families and sympathisers, 
were murdered by Suharto’s military forces.

Ever since then Indonesia has been largely 
under the control of right-wing military 
forces. They invaded and seized control of 
Timor Leste and in a fraudulent referendum 
took control of West Papua from the Dutch 
colonialists. All these events were supported 
by successive Liberal and Labor govern-
ments. The Australian government was the 
only government in the world to recognise 
the forcible incorporation of East Timor as 
part of Indonesia.

It is the consequence of these unprinci-
pled decisions by right-wing political forces 
in both Indonesia and Australia that are now 
coming home to roost.

Times have changed. The East Timorese, 
after a long struggle, liberated themselves 
from Indonesian colonialism. Eventually 
the Australian government was forced to 
give back-handed support for East Timor’s 
independence. There was widespread support 
among Australians for the East Timorese 
struggle just as there is now considerable 
support for the struggle of the people of West 
Papua for their independence.

As with most other colonial powers the 
Dutch were forced to give up their colonies 
after WW2 as national liberation movements 
wrested control from the imperialist powers.

For a time the Dutch held on to their West 
Papuan colony. It was agreed in the early 
1960s that Indonesia would assume control 
of West Papua for a “specified” period after 
which the Papuan people would be granted 
the right of self-determination. The UN was 
to supervise a referendum on this question 
and a “referendum” was held in 1969.

Even at this time the overwhelming 
majority of the Papuan people wanted 
independence so the referendum had to be 
manipulated. Although the territory had 
a population of an estimated one million 
people, only 1,022 persons voted in the 
referendum and even those who voted had 
to be terrorised into voting for Indonesian 
annexation.

This faked referendum was, however, 
accepted by the UN, and West Papua became 
a province of Indonesia.

In subsequent years the resistance of the 
Papuan people steadily increased. Today their 
struggle has reached a high level, including 
armed struggle.

For its part, Indonesia has pursued 
the same methods of military oppression 
as were used to occupy Timor Leste. The 
transmigration program is clearly aimed at 
altering the demographic composition of 
the population to ensure that, in the future, 
those of Indonesian ethnic origin will make 
up the majority of the population.

West Papua is extremely rich in minerals 
and forest timber. The Freeport McMoran 
mine on the territory’s north coast is one 

of the largest gold and copper mines in the 
world.

COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
AUSTRALIA RESOLUTION

The following resolution was 
adopted by the CPA Central Commit-
tee executive at its meeting on 27-28 
April 2006.

The arrival of 43 refugees from West 
Papua and the acceptance of 42 as 
refugees by the Australian government 
has highlighted the plight of many West 
Papuan Indigenous people and their long 
struggle for freedom and independence 
from Indonesian rule. The 43rd refugee 
still faces the possibility of deportation 
back to Indonesia.

The CC Executive of the CPA supports 
the call of the West Papuan freedom 
movement for independence and 
sovereignty and pledges to support them 
and their call, in whatever way possible. 
A recent public opinion poll showed 
that a large majority of the Australian 
people also support their struggle for 
independence.

INDEPENDENCE
The CC statement continues: 

Their call for independence is justified 
by the fact that the Indigenous people of 
West Papua are ethnic Melanesians and 
that the 1969 referendum, which it was 
claimed voted for Indonesian sovereignty 

West Papua calling

Free West Papua protest in Melbourne, 2012. Photo: Nichollas Harrison – wikipedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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Prabawo is desperately seeking 
international legitimacy

West Papua calling

Free West Papua protest in Melbourne, 2012. Photo: Nichollas Harrison – wikipedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

‘A law tailored 
to trigger-happy 

police’
Communist Party of Chile 

speaks out against  
use-of-force vote

over the West Papuan territory, was a 
fraud.

Only a little more than 1,000 votes 
were cast in this referendum whereas 
the population of West Papua was, at 
that time, upwards of one million. The 
referendum was a travesty yet it was 
used by the Indonesian and Australian 
governments and others to justify the 
incorporation of West Papua as a part 
of Indonesia. West Papua is also part of 
the land mass making up the island often 
called New Guinea.

The fact that the demand for 
independence runs deeply and is widely 
supported by the West Papuan people is 
confirmed by their long struggle for this 
cause in the course of which many have 
lost their lives at the hands of the armed 
forces of Indonesia.

NEW REFERENDUM
The time has come for a new referendum 
to be held under the auspices of the 
UN Security Council in which all West 
Papuan nationals should be entitled to 
vote and be encouraged to vote. At the 
time of a new referendum all Indonesian 
armed forces should be confined to 
barracks.

We reject the protests of the Indonesian 
government and their demand that 
the West Papuan refugees be forcibly 
repatriated to West Papua where they 
will face almost certain torture and death 
at the hands of Indonesian authorities.

We also reject the amendments to 
the migration laws introduced by the 
Howard government which are clearly 
intended to discriminate against West 
Papuans. Particularly obnoxious is the 
intention that refugees seeking refuge 
in Australia may be shipped off to 
some third country if their application 
is turned down by the Australian 
government.*

By this action the Australian government 
has shown that it will allow the 
Indonesian government to determine 
Australia’s migration and refugee 
policies. Other measures also being taken 
by the Australian government show that 
it is willing to collaborate with the armed 
forces of Indonesia to prevent the arrival 
in Australia of other West Papuans who 
seek refuge in Australia.

The fact that West Papua is rich in a 
number of valuable minerals and that 
they are being exploited by rapacious 
corporations is yet another reason to 
support the struggle of the West Papuans 
for independence.

We encourage Party organisations to 
invite representatives of the Papua 
Freedom Movement (OPM) to address 
party gatherings on their struggle and 
help in whatever practical ways that are 
within the scope of their resources.

* editor’s note: this seems to still be the policy 
now  

Representative and former presi-
dent of the Association of Relatives of 
Detained and Disappeared Persons, 
Lorena Pizarro Sierra, described a 
recent vote on the Rules for the Use 
of Force (RUF) as “very serious for 
democracy in the country, because 
not everything is permitted.”

“Relativising torture, failing to respect 
children and adolescents, and so many other 
practices that merely violate human rights, is 
building a country that, first, doesn’t pursue 
organised crime, because it’s proven that this 
is done through police intelligence, and above 
all, by pursuing money. On the other hand, 
it criminalises the poor in our country, and 
I find that unacceptable,” he said.

Regarding future reporting actions, the 
member of the Joint Commission on RUF 
stated that “we will see which direction we 
move in to denounce, even internationally if 
necessary, the approval of this monstrosity 
that only endangers the safety of those who 
live in this territory.”

Lawyer and congressman Matías Ramírez 
maintained that “a true monstrosity was 
approved regarding the Rules on the Use 
of Force. The principle of proportionality is 

not considered, command responsibility is 
not established in the case of direct orders 
for the use of firearms, and thirdly, a special 
statute for children and adolescents is not 
established.”

“The right tried to establish a law tai-
lored to trigger-happy police. Here, we do 
want rules on the use of force that provide 
guarantees to citizens, but also to the Chilean 
Carabineros, and for that, serious legislation 
is needed,” he explained.

He echoed Representative Pizarro’s 
remarks, stating that “in this case, we do 
not rule out going to international bodies 
to denounce the Chilean state’s failure to 
comply with these matters,” the communist 
legislator stated.

Human rights lawyer and congresswoman 
Carmen Hertz indicated that the bill, as it 
stands, follows the path pioneered by El 
Salvador’s President Nayib Bukele. “This bill 
paves the way for a Bukele-type government. 
It’s an instrument, I insist, that’s anti-dem-
ocratic, a perverse instrument, a dangerous 
instrument for democracy, a police instru-
ment,” Carmen Hertz said.
El Siglo  

Venezuela: Maduro 
calls for popular 
mobilisation as 

election approaches
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro 
has called for fine-tuning the “Five-
by-Five Machinery” to ensure that 
Bolivarian political forces end their 
campaign with a strong mobilising 
effect ahead of the 25 May elections, 
in which Venezuelans will choose new 
governors and legislators.

“Let’s strengthen the five-by-five forces 
to win on the 25th!” he said, referring to the 
complementary structure of various levels 
of grassroots organisation.

In this context, Maduro explained that 
the first force is composed of street leaders, 
community leaders, the United Socialist Party 
of Venezuela (PSUV), and the Bolivar-Chavez 
Battle Units. The second force consists of 
communal circuits; the third includes mem-
bers of the Local Supply and Production 
Committees (CLAP); the fourth force com-
prises defenders of national sovereignty; and 
the fifth involves the social missions and the 
Great Patriotic Pole Simon Bolivar.

“The people are in the streets proving 
that cohesion and unity are possible! The 
mobilisations must be full of joy, enthusiasm 
and spirit,” he stressed during a meeting of 
the VEN25+ Campaign Command, where he 

called on citizens to renew optimism in the 
Bolivarian revolutionary project.

“We are finalising details to ensure that 
the 25 May electoral process takes place 
peacefully. Starting today, we begin our 
campaign closures with maximum optimism, 
faith, and mobilisation in the streets,” he said.

“Nationally and internationally, we 
must win the communications battle before, 
during and after 25 May. So far, we have 
been censored and internationally blacked 
out,” Maduro added, denouncing what he 
called a media blockade promoted by the 
transnational right.

“Votes, yes! Criminal fascists, no! Votes, 
yes! Peace, yes! The right to vote, yes! And 
whoever wins, let them win!” the Venezuelan 
president emphasised.

Maduro also highlighted the importance 
of defending security, peace and stability at 
all times, stressing the need for unity between 
popular, police and military forces.

“We are in the best moment of the Boli-
varian Revolution,” he said, underscoring 
popular mobilisation and youth participation 
in what will be Venezuela’s 32nd election.
Telesur  

a law tailored to  
trigger-happy police
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Bare-faced Brutality
Dear Comrade Editor,
Readers of the Guardian might be 
familiar with the  story of Adriana 
Smith, a pregnant woman from the 

US state of Georgia who, despite hav-
ing been declared brain dead several 
months ago, has been kept on life 
support to continue the pregnancy. 
Neither Smith’s family nor the med-
ical staff at the hospital have a choice 
in the matter. Georgia’s strict new 
anti-abortion laws prohibit abortion 
for any foetus with detectable car-
diac activity, which usually develops 
around only six weeks. Three other 
states have similar bans, while twelve 
ban abortion altogether. 

This story is nothing short of disgusting. 
The rights of Smith and her family are being 
denied. The expertise of medical staff is 
being ignored. The amount of trauma being 
inflicted upon Smith’s family, including her 
five-year-old son, must be immeasurable. The 
foetus has reportedly shown signs of fluid on 
the brain, and could face all manner of other 
health risks due to prolonged exposure to 

the life-support drugs, as well as what other 
developmental issues may arise due to being 
gestated by a deceased mother. None of this 
matters to the self-proclaimed ‘pro-life’ state 
of Georgia, who will most likely abandon 
the foetus and its family if the child makes 
it to birth. Nor does this matter to the pri-
vate health companies who are charging the 
family at every step of the way. 

This situation, I would argue, does not 
represent any sort of mistake or unforeseen 
consequence of anti-abortion laws. Instead, 
this is simply the logical result of the true 
aims of anti-abortion mania coming to fru-
ition. The capitalist state has full control 
over pregnant bodies, even after death. The 
capitalist family structure is defended to 
an absurd degree. All the while, capitalist 
vultures can tear out profits from grieving 
families forced to fund the conversion of 
their deceased loved ones into incubators. 
If the child survives, the family can bear 

the burden of its upbringing, until another 
worker is ready to continue the cycle. If the 
child dies, at least a coffin maker or private 
crematorium can squeeze out a final bit of 
profit. Christian ‘values,’ long ago warped 
to suit the ruthless expansion of capitalism, 
once again serve their role as tools for profit 
and power. 

This case is only one example of the hor-
rifying anti-abortion regime sweeping the 
United States. Even this regime is only part 
of the picture. From bans on gender-affirm-
ing care to criminalisation of sex education, 
from mass privatisations to fearmongering 
about autism, healthcare and medical sci-
ence are under attack by capitalism globally. 
Any attack on healthcare must be resolutely 
opposed. 

C Bartholomew
Queensland

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Solutions to  
Election Crossword
Guardian 19 May 2025  #2145

Across
4	 �Workers – who really lost this election 

7	� Tree Tory – slang for a voter who is 
conservative but environmentally conscious 

8	 �Katter – politician who won his seat for the 
13th consecutive time

9	 �Dickson – electorate that chucked out one 
rotten potato

10	�Temu – Chinese E-shop, Dutton has 
earned “___ Trump” as a moniker 

Down
1	 �Palmer – billionaire who put millions of 

dollars into his own party

2	 �Nuclear – cost and time expensive energy 
source, LNPs plan for the future of the 
Australian grid

3	 �PHON – acronym of a far right party which 
won zero seats

5	� Status Quo – what the next few years will 
entail

6	 �Dying – what the LNPs voter base is 
figuratively and literally doing

Book Review

ON FASCISM: 
12 lessons from American history

by Matthew C MacWilliams
Eileen Whitehead 

Published during Trump’s first 
Presidency, this book is an inter-
esting investigation of the way 
that fascist dictators can take con-
trol. He looks at those men who 
drew up the American Constitu-
tion, especially James Madison, 
a Founding Father and 4th Pres-
ident of the United States from 
1809 to 1817. His was a pivotal 
role in drafting and promoting 
the Constitution and Bill of Rights.

MacWilliams quotes Madison:
There are particular moments 
in public affairs when the 
people, stimulated by some 
irregular passion, or some illicit 
advantage, or misled by the artful 
misrepresentation of interested 
men, may call for measures which 
they themselves will afterwards 
be the most ready to lament and 
condemn.

With the current situation MacWil-
liams states that “authoritarian-minded 
Americans have been activated by 

fear-mongering and othering rhet-
oric” and that powerful democratic 
“norms and institutions that in theory 
exist to combat such forces are fraying 
and threadbare.” He states that under 
Trump every “legal advancement toward 
a more perfect union is now on the chop-
ping block” which shows that American 
democracy and its constitution are not 
as safe and robust as assumed.

Other chapters look at the devel-
opment of the United States from Lin-
coln to Trump outlining the missteps 
on the way, referring to the treatment 
of the indigenous peoples with the 
Indian Removal Act; the racism of the 
deep south with lynching used by the 
whites to terrorise black Americans; the 
Chinese persecutions of the late 19th 
century under the Chinese Exclusion 
Act then the Geary Act in 1892, and 
the Dog Tag Law. 

Followed in the 20th century by 
the Palmer Raids in 1919 led by the 
US Department of Justice, fueled by a 
growing fear of communists, anarchists 
and radicals; the hate radio and deep-
state conspiracy theories of the 1930s; 
then Jo McCarthy’s ‘reds under the bed’ 

campaign after WW2. In 1939, Gerhard 
Wilhelm Kunze, national propaganda 
director of the German American Bund, 
addressed 22,000 Americans, “54% of 
Americans agreed that ‘the persecution 
of Jews in Europe has been partly their 
own fault.” Then followed the intern-
ment of American Japanese, revealing 
the ugly abyss of racism in the country.

MacWilliams’ conclusion is that 
Trump is not an anomaly in Ameri-
can politics. He calls Trump a direct 
descendant of McCarthy – on steroids. 
He sees him as a more dangerous and 
existential threat to democracy than 
McCarthy. His last chapter talks of 
the dangers of the Total Information 
Awareness (TIA) program coming 
under the Pentagon, which is still in 
operation. He contends that “fear is a 
growing factor in American politics” 
with people uncertain of their future.

“Fear breeds repression: that 
repression breeds hate; that hate 
menaces stable government.”

Justice Louis Brandeis,  
Whitney v. California (1927).

A Carruthers 

Years ago I read a pile of books 
published by Verso press 
under the series title ‘Pocket 
Communism.’ They started 
to release them in 2010. They 
were nicely presented books. 
Lately, I’ve been looking over 
them again, astonished at how 
pathetic it was.

Bruno Bosteels contributed a 
book called The Actuality of Com-
munism. Bosteels argues that the 
kernel of communism is emergent 
in capitalism itself. He could have 
gone in a more Leninist direction 
with this. But no. Instead he makes 
a move typical of Western Marxists: 
suddenly there’s a magic Hunger 
Games moment! An arrow is shot! 
A strange logic sets in! Voila! Full 
Communism! 

No stages or phases, just out of 
thin air.  Communism comes as a 
thief in the night! 

This is the magical thinking that 
grips so much of the contemporary 

Western left: Bosteels is utopian 
socialism at its worst.

Jodi Dean’s The Communist 
Horizon, argues that Occupy Wall 
St. is to be the birthplace of a new 
“Party.” Is this an organisation 
that one might join, or that already 
exists? No: what Dean means by 
“Party” here is abstract, a “Party,” 
a possible idea, or “spirit” that, who 
knows, could emerge from Occupy? 
And did Occupy give birth to a new 
“Party”? It did not.

Occupy, though important, gave 
us no Communist Party whatsoever. 
Not once does Dean refer to the 
actual Communist Parties of the 
East or of Cuba in such a mould. 
They’re dismissed out of hand.

Alan Badiou, one of the great 
French Maoists, contributed The 
Communist Hypothesis. In this 
book the Proudhonist haze of 
Eternal Truth and Eternal Jus-
tice prevails above all. It’s great, 
lofty philosophy, but what form 
of ‘Communism’ can ever come of 
this? Moreover, one can use the 

benefit of hindsight to say that the 
far-left deviations of the Cultural 
Revolution did not contain kernels 
of Eternal Wisdom; even from a 
Communist perspective. China’s 
period of class struggle brought 
worthy lessons and a great deal of 
tragedy – what matters most of all 
is they kept the class dictatorship. 
That was how China ended poverty 
and achieved what they achieved. 
There is no Mao without modern 
China, and no modern China with-
out Mao. Badiou doesn’t get this 
dialectic at all.

(I should add that I appreciate 
Badiou’s idea of “communist cour-
age” – it will always remain true 
that being a communist requires 
courage).

Boris Groys in The Commu-
nist Postscript subordinates com-
munism to language. I must confess 
that some of this appeals to me as 
having practical purpose. Half our 
battle today is won in words, and 
one cannot doubt the necessity of 
communication in communism. But 

the premise, though enticing, comes 
to very little: social relations are 
hardly transformed in the sphere 
of language without the dialectic in 
production, and nor can we think 
production without social relations.

The question of production, is 
so lacking throughout this series 
that one is forced to wonder, what 
kinds of readings of Marx and 
Engels have been done in advance 
of these theoretical tracts? Marxist 
philosophers like Roland Boer and 
Domenico Losurdo give us far closer 
and far more scintillating readings 
of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and 
the whole living history of Marx-
ism-Leninism as it unfolds today. 
Even the writings and statements 
produced by working Communist 
Parties, especially those in the Inter-
national Meeting of Communist 
and Workers’ Parties (IMCWP), 
contain theoretical advances far 
better than those coming out of 
the Western ‘Marxist’ academies. 

The worst catastrophes of 
thought are coming out of Western 

Marxist circles. They are full of 
self-satisfied, utopic ignorance. 
They make a mockery of Marx-
ist-Leninist science. The source of 
their errors come from how they 
think. Fatally they separate theory 
from practice. They refuse the dia-
lectic of practice and theory. Pre-
dictably, without practice the theory 
withers. They breezily dismiss 
socialist advances in the socialist 
countries. They have a condemn-
able ignorance of the principles of 
socialist governance, a complete 
lack of close attention to the texts 
of Marx, Engels, and Lenin. Worst 
of all, they lack creativity. 

What did “Pocket Communism” 
give us? More empty dogmatism, 
more good-looking positivistic 
nonsense to clutter our shelves.  

Catastrophes of thought
Looking back on Verso’s ‘Pocket Communism’ series
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(minor spoilers)
Tsiolkov

11bit Studios, publishers of Frostpunk, 
Frostpunk 2, and This War of Mine, 
have recently announced a remake 
of their award-winning game Frost-
punk. The remake, dubbed Frost-
punk 1886, will be released in 2027. 
11bit promises to move the game to a 
new engine, to continue support, and 
introduce new story, mechanics, and 
a new ‘law-tree’ (governing what can 
and can’t be done in the game). So, 
it’s a good time to take another look 
at the original Frostpunk.

A brief overview: Frostpunk is a ‘survival 
city-builder.’ Players take on the role of the 
“Captain” of a settlement in an icy wasteland, 
and the object of the game is to build your 
city and help the inhabitants survive. Frost-
punk is a single player-only game. It’s that’s 
very difficult and the only reward is reveal-
ing more of the game’s story. Players have 
to plan carefully and make moral choices.  
As far as game play goes, I give it a 10/10 
for atmosphere and the interest involved in 
forcing those choices on the player.

Frostpunk is set in a bleak apocalyptic 
world. Earth’s climate began rapidly cooling 
in 1886 (we don’t really learn why, but pos-
sibilities are suggested as you play). Before 
society could entirely collapse, the British 
Empire commissioned several massive heat 
generators to act as a refuge. The game begins 
with the narrator telling the player that their 
group is heading to New London as most of 
the world has become uninhabitable.

Because the Earth is so cold (starting 
at -20º and only getting colder from there) 
the player has to build their city with the 
generator in mind. New London starts as a 
circle of tents around one central structure. 
Later technology allows you to expand the 
generator’s range, or build ‘heat hubs.’

Collecting the necessary materials to 
survive, and maintaining hope (a tangible 
resource in the game) requires both new 
technologies and laws, and some tough 
decisions.

Frostpunk is largely carried by its sto-
rytelling and art, with gloomy visuals, a 
striking orchestral score, and a story that 
leaves you wanting to know more about the 
setting. The soundtrack, by Piotr Musiał is 
haunting and beautiful.

But what is Frostpunk trying to say?  
Around the midpoint of the game, the player 
chooses a new law book. The two options are 
Faith and Order. Each sounds worthwhile, 

but as you go on the laws become more 
oppressive and morally dubious. The end 
point of either tree is The New Faith/Order 
which sets hope to maximum for the rest 
of the game, but will always result in the 
game telling the player they “crossed the 
line” at the end. 

The moral seems to be a ‘liberal’ one, 
that moderation is the best path forward, 
and that an extreme in any direction leads 
to suffering.

Yet the game has other messages. One 
scenario implies that the generators were 
built to house the wealthy and influential. The 
citizens of New London react to some laws 
in ways that imply they are a mix of workers 
and lords, with comments like “Now we’ll 
know how the poor ate in the workhouses” 
and “Anything to calm the growling stomach. 
Just like in London ...”  (when the player 
passes a soup rationing law). Subjecting your 
citizens to extended shifts gets the response 

that “my father used to tell us we’re lucky to 
work ten hours a day ...” 

There’s more evidence of this in a mother 
thanking you if you pass child shelters 
(instead of child labour), saying that having 
children guaranteed food and shelter without 
having to work was a privilege for only the 
rich back in London. 

So why does this matter? Because only 
New London, and a place called ‘the Sanc-
tuary’ survive. What these cities have in 
common is a large population of proletar-
iat. The game even emphasises that a lot of 
the settlements fell into chaos over power 
struggles and resource hoarding. 

I think the most damning piece of 
unintentional Marxist support is the econ-
omy. While Frostpunk 2 would introduce 
a currency and implied economy outside 
of government control, Frostpunk has you 
taking on complete control of people’s jobs, 
the resources, and choosing what to do with 

said resources. There is no victory in the 
game from accumulation, only in providing 
the citizens with what they need to survive 
and be comfortable. The only way to win is 
to utilise your centralised economy to better 
the conditions of your workers. 

While this is arguably the case with 
other city-builders games, because of the 
lower stakes, and larger populations, most 
other such games imply that a wider private 
market exists. In one telling scenario in 
Frostpunk, citizens demand access to some 
of the wood stockpile to keep their houses 
warm. Mechanically all this does is make the 
wood vanish from your stockpile and improve 
the mood of the citizens. After the citizens 
demand private ownership of wood to help 
support themselves, the private market fails 
to accomplish anything other then making 
some people happy. Whether the designers 
intend it or not, it is a scathing critique of 
the private market.  

Game review: Frostpunk 1886

Big win for Hollywood  
VFX workers

Graham Holton

However you feel about VFX, 
aka special effects produced 
using a mixture of live-ac-
tion and Computer-Gener-
ated Imagery, it’s ubiquitous 
in the superhero and action 
blockbuster business. It’s also 
unionised.

On 16 May the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employ-
ees (IATSE) announced that its 
VFX members had ratified their 
first three contracts after collective 
bargaining for visual effects workers 
at Marvel, Disney, and ‘Avatar’ in 
Hollywood. The agreements were 
won after a hard-fought battle 
beginning in 2023 when they offi-
cially unionised. The new contracts 
give workers the same benefits and 
rights as co-workers in other crafts, 
including overtime, minimum rates, 
healthcare and pension contribu-
tions. It’s the first time that visual 

effects workers in Hollywood have 
had union representation to gain a 
negotiated contract. The Disney and 
Marvel contract extends for four 
years, with a three year contract 
for the next  Avatar movie.

VFX workers have been fighting 
for equitable pay, pay transparency, 
job security, industry wide over-
time pay with penalty rates and 
the choice between TOIL (Time Off 
in Lieu) or pay, sustainable career 
paths and sustainable workloads. 
Staff on Level 2 earn less than 
US$14,999 a year ($23,370 AUD) 
and those on Level 3 earn up to 
US$29,000 ($45,182)

Christopher Cornejo, a member 
leader of the Walt Disney Studios 
subsidiary TCF and a Creature & 
Character senior technical direc-
tor, said, “I am beyond proud of 
the bravery and hard work shown 
by my co-workers as we ratify the 
first ever VFX union contract!” Cael 
Liakos-Gilbert, VFX data wrangler 

at Marvel told Brian Welk at Indie-
Wire: “Seeing this come together 
after over two years as an organ-
iser, contract negotiator, and now 
a founding union member is one of 
the proudest moments of my life.” 
Mack Robinson, VFX coordinator 
at Disney, told Welk: “This agree-
ment with Disney and Marvel is 
what I hope is just the first step 
to a broader change for the VFX 
industry.” Matthew D Loeb, the 
International President of IATSE, 
congratulated the VFX bargaining 
units on negotiating “fair contracts 
that earned such strong support.”

IATSE represents more than 
170,000 technicians, artisans and 
crafts persons in the US entertain-
ment industry. It is hoped that 
other VFX professionals across 
North America will also unionise 
and join the cause.  

players have to make moral choices
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Vijay Prashad

It was a surprise to me to 
learn that Smriti Mandhana, 
who opens the batting for 
India’s women’s cricket team 
and is the team captain, is 
right-handed. She bats left-
handed, which gives her the 
natural advantage to drive the 
ball towards the covers. Her 
side-on stance and her bal-
anced posture allows Mand-
hana to take her time, assess 
the length of the ball, rock 
back or move forward and 
execute her shots with the 
best of timing. 

There are few batters our there 
– men or women – whose style is 
fluency and grace, not a hint of hes-
itation and timidity. It is a pleasure 
to watch Mandhana face the fastest 
of bowling, her high back lift allow-
ing her the time to decide how she 
wants to middle the ball gently and 
push it past the boundary.

I suspect that she will not forget 
her One Day International (ODI) 
innings of 15 January 2025 against 
Ireland in Gujarat. Ireland is not 
one of the strongest teams, but it 
does have some inventive bowlers. 
Orla Prendergast, for instance, 
bowls inswing to the right-handed, 
but has been able recently to bowl 
both ways. Mandhana went in with 
Pratika Rawal, who has shone as 
Mandhana’s partner at the top of 
the order with as much elegance 
as her captain. The two openers 
broke a series of records with their 
stand, which broke the will of the 

Irish players who lost by 304 runs 
by the end of the day.

Bear in mind that Mandhana 
made her international cricket 
debut in 2013 at the age of sixteen. 
When she was younger than that, 
and she was inspired by the Indian 
opener Krishnamachari Srikkanth, 
who played international cricket 
from 1981 to 1992. Mandhana 
watched this tornado of a batsman 
on YouTube and took inspiration 
from his remarkable style. 

Sometimes Srikkanth appeared 
erratic, going for a pull shot 
against a ball that was good 
length and coming in too low. 
But he would somehow connect 
and send the ball flying into the 
stands. That is not the approach 
of Mandhana, whose signature 
shot is her cover drive. 

In that remarkable game 
against Ireland, when Prender-
gast or Ava Canning missed their 
length, Mandhana would lean 
into the ball, meet it as it comes 
to her, and with her elbow high 
and her eyes sharply on the ball, 
guide it into the covers with what 
appears to be just a very gentle 
push. “I am a batter who likes to 
time the ball,” she says. “I don’t 
go for power hitting. If I try to 
hit the ball very hard, I lose my 
shape and even a ball that could 
have been timed well for a four or 
six, that ball can also get me out.”

The cover drive is often thought 
as the most elegant shot in the rep-
ertoire of the batter. It is pleasing 
to the eye because of the economy 
and efficiency of the stroke. The two 

words ‘economy’ and ‘efficiency’ 
are frequently used to explain the 
delight of the perfect cover drive. 
There is a reason for this. If the 
purpose is to get the ball to the 
boundary, then there is nothing 
as delightful as a cover drive that 
is timed to perfection; the ball, 
struck at the perfect moment, glides 
off the face of the bat and dances 
across the grass to the boundary 
line. When a batter knows that they 
have accomplished this task, they 

can hold their pose, the bat in the 
air triumphant.

I can’t for the life of me under-
stand why there is such a marked 
distinction between the viewership 
of men’s and women’s cricket. The 
quality of the latter is by far as good 
as the former, and there are few 
batters who are as wonderful to 
watch amongst the men as Mand-
hana. That there remains a pay gap 
reflects the inadequacy of society 
and the cricket industry. But why 

there are not more spectators for 
the women’s side and why there are 
not more test matches for women 
frustrates me greatly. I would like 
to see Mandana and Rawal go out 
there and bat their way to glory in 
test after test. What they accom-
plished in the ODI against Ireland 
is a taster. What they could accom-
plish in a test match would be so 
much more. Sexism furnishes its 
own boycott, disallowing women to 
play as many matches as men.  

Vijay Prashad

Fifty years ago, on 30 April 
1975, the revolutionary 
forces of the People’s Army 
of Vietnam and the National 
Liberation Front entered 
Saigon, the then capital of 
South Vietnam. A lot has been 
written about the war and 
refugees. The Guardian is 
happy to present VJ Prashad 
writing about the country 
itself.
The new socialist Vietnam 
placed enormous emphasis 
on the reconstruction of life 
for the peasantry, who had 
borne the brunt of the war. 

Two projects of immense 
importance have rarely been 
written about: the national food 
programmes to alleviate hunger 
through the increase of rice output 
and emergency food distribution, 
and the rural development pro-
gramme to rebuild rural schools, 
medical clinics, and irrigation sys-
tems, as well as to send out health 
and literacy brigades to build a new 
Vietnamese person out of the rigid 
hierarchies of old Vietnam (con 
người mới xã hội chủ nghĩa – to 
build a new person). 

Against great odds, the Viet-
namese Communist Party was 
able to start the transformation 
of rural society from being utterly 
devastated by the war to attaining 
some level of normalcy. Stagnation 
in the agricultural cooperatives due 

to poor soil quality and out-of-date 
equipment led to serious reconsid-
eration of the path forward. 

It was out of the realisation 
that productive forces needed to 
be advanced that the Vietnamese 
Communist Party launched the 
Doi Moi (or Renovation) policy in 
1986 to attract new technologies 
and finance.

The Doi Moi period has been 
misunderstood outside Vietnam. 
The Vietnamese state continued to 
control the financial and currency 
system through the State Bank of 
Vietnam (monetary policy) and the 
Ministry of Finance (fiscal policy 
and oversight of the state-owned 
enterprises). The state, meanwhile, 
tightly regulates private banks and 
investors, restricts and monitors 
foreign currency flows through 
tight capital controls, and allocates 
credit to favour strategic sectors or 
to state-owned enterprises. 

Linked to the buoyancy of the 
Chinese economy and due to the 
importation of new technologies 
from foreign companies, Vietnam 
has seen high rates of growth 
(over 7% in 2024), driven by 
manufacturing and construction, 
with modest contributions from 
agriculture, forestry, and fisheries. 
As a consequence, life expectancy 
has improved, and so have general 
social indicators.

However, the economy is vul-
nerable to external shocks because 
87% of its Gross Domestic Prod-
uct is from exports. But growing 
demand within the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership 

agreement of 2020, which produced 
the largest trading bloc in the 
world, has provided Vietnam with a 
diversified set of customers and so 
has insulated it from any problem. 
Within Vietnam, there is a strong 
political demand to increase the 
domestic market and eradicate 
absolute poverty, particularly in 
rural areas. That has been on the 
table alongside the Communist 
Party’s campaign to end corruption 
amongst officials and in private 
businesses. 

One indicator of this approach 
is that while Vietnam is the world’s 

largest rice exporter, no rice leaves 
the country unless domestic needs 
are first satisfied.

At the commemoration for the 
reunification of Vietnam To Lam, 
the Communist Party general sec-
retary, invoked a saying from Ho 
Chi Minh: “Vietnam is one, the 
Vietnamese people are one. Rivers 
may dry up, mountains may erode, 
but that truth will never change.” 
In fact, the Vietnamese state and 
the Vietnamese people are in a 
struggle to make sure that rivers do 
not dry up and mountains do not 
erode, that they remain united, and 

that their country begins to abolish 
the old problems (hunger, poverty, 
illiteracy) that have plagued them 
for centuries. 

The Party’s former general 
secretary Nguyễn Phú Trọng said 
in this context, “No Vietnamese 
should go hungry in the land their 
revolution liberated.” This is a com-
mitment that the Party has made 
to ending these rigid inheritances 
from the past. That many of these 
problems are within sight of being 
eradicated gives people faith in their 
system.  

Vietnam and Doi Moi

Leg Glance
The Elegance of Smriti Mandhana

Smriti Mandhana: smriti_mandhana/Instagram)
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Crowds poured into the streets of Montevideo 
to bid a poignant farewell to Uruguay’s for-
mer president Jose Mujica, a former guerilla 
who became a pioneering leader and icon of 
the Latin American left.

Thousands of people joined the procession as the 
flag-furled coffin of Mujica, affectionately known as 
“Pepe,” made its way on a gun carriage through the 
centre of the capital.

The cortège took nearly four hours to reach the 
parliament building, where banners, wreaths, hand-
written notes and portraits littered the lawn and 
emotions ran high.

“Farewell, Pepe” was painted across the walls of 
the historic Legislative Palace.

Mujica died days before he would have turned 90, 
at his house on the outskirts of Montevideo.

The home of the former president, who is remem-
bered most for his humility, simple lifestyle and ideo-
logical earnestness, was a three-room farmhouse where 
he lived throughout his life and during his presidency 
from 2010 to 2015, in rejection of Uruguay’s opulent 
presidential mansion.

He was diagnosed with oesophageal cancer in 
April last year.

Mujica’s coffin lay in state before his funeral, which 
was expected to draw an array of sympathetic left-wing 
leaders, from Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva to Chilean President Gabriel Boric, Uruguay’s 
presidency said.

During his term of office, Mujica legalised can-
nabis and same-sex marriage, enacted the region’s 
first sweeping abortion rights law, and established 
Uruguay as a leader in green energy.

He also won respect for meeting with his political 
foes, despite polarisation across the continent.

Chants of “Pepe, dear, the people are with you!” 
rose as the horse-drawn hearse passed through 
the streets. Uruguayans applauded from balconies, 
packed the pavements along the route and formed 

snaking lines outside the parliament, waiting to pay 
their respects to Mujica’s closed casket. Some wiped 
away tears and others sombrely bowed their heads.

“It’s like losing a family member,” said Estela Piriz, 
a 69-year-old nurse who was among those gathered 
for the wake. “I have come to say my final goodbye.”

That slow and steady stream of ordinary people 
– as well as politicians, ministers and former officials 
– seemed a fitting tableau for the lying-in-state of the 
humble chrysanthemum farmer whose folksy maxims 
on excessive consumerism, and bold progressive 
policies earned him admiration at home and abroad.

President Yamandu Orsi, Mujica’s protégée from 
his left-wing Broad Front party, declared three days 
of national mourning in a presidential decree that 
praised Mujica’s “humanist philosophy.”

Orsi also suspended all government operations 
except what was strictly necessary, while flags dropped 
to half-mast.

The president and Lucia Topolansky, Mujica’s 
wife and fellow guerilla turned politician, launched 
the funeral procession together from the government 
headquarters.

After privately saying farewell to Mujica’s casket, 
Topolansky emerged from the Legislative Palace with 
a stunned expression and left quickly.

A former mayor and history teacher, President 
Orsi has, like his mentor, shunned the pomp and 
circumstance of the presidential palace in favour of 
commuting from his family home.

Mujica made some of his last public appearances 
to campaign and cast his ballot for Orsi last autumn.

Before, as president, overseeing the transformation 
of his small South American nation into one of the 
world’s most socially liberal democracies, Mujica had 
robbed banks, planted bombs and abducted business 
leaders in the 1960s as the head of a left-wing guerilla 
group known as the Tupamaros.
Morning Star  

NEPAL: A three-day conference in Nepal, titled “Climate 
Change, Mountains and the Future of Humanity” took place 
last week. “From the lap of Sagarmatha (Everest), the world’s 
highest peak, we send this message loud and clear that to 
protect the mountains is to protest the planet. To protect the 
mountains is to protect our seas. To protect the mountains 
is to protect humanity itself,” Nepal’s Prime Minister told the 
participants at the opening meeting. Nepal is home to eight 
of the tallest mountains in the world. Scientists have warned 
the Himalayan mountains could lose up to 80% of their gla-
ciers due to warming. Nepal has already experienced a series 
of severe weather events. Floods and glacial lake outbursts 
have already caused damage to the environment and the 
people. 

PHILIPPINES: Former president Eduardo Duterte is cur-
rently behind bars in the Hague following his arrest by the 
International criminal Court (ICC) on a charge of crimes 
against humanity over his war on drugs. However, back in the 
Philippines huge rallies were held in his support across the 
country, demanding his release and return home. In Davao 
City, his home town, Duterte even managed to win the may-
oral seat.

VENEZUELA: President Nicolas Maduro pledged to rescue 
252 Venezuelan migrants kept in El Salvador and reunite 
families.

BOLIVIA: Bolivian party Movement to Socialism (MSA) has 
announced its presidential candidates for the 17 August 
general elections. Eduardo Del Castillo, a lawyer and pol-
itician who served as the Minister of Government of Bolivia 
from 2020 to 2025 was elected as a presidential candidate, 
with Milan Berna as a VP candidate. “We have here our 
brother Eduardo Del Castillo and with Milan Berna, the can-
didates who are determined to strengthen democracy,” said 
party leader Grover Garcia, president of MAS. The alliance 
between the minister and the peasant leader is presented as 
the ideal option to represent social organisations and trade 
unions that constitute the base of the ruling party. The cur-
rent president Arce announced earlier that he would not be 
contesting the elections. President Arce welcomed “with 
enthusiasm and optimism” this decision, and called on social 
organisations, progressive and left-wing forces and the peo-
ple in general to create a unified strategy to ensure continuity 
and stability.

BRITAIN: The Royal Navy is preparing for a potential con-
frontation with Houthis as one of its flagship carriers, HMS 
Prince of Wales, navigates the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait. The 
warship, currently en route to a major Indo-Pacific deploy-
ment, is understood to be carrying 18 F-35 fighter jets. It has 
been reported that the British military plans include pre-emp-
tive F-35 strike options against Houthis positions in case the 
carrier comes under attack.

POLAND: It will have to be the world’s first – Romania’s 
George Simion and Poland’s Karol Nawrocki, presidential 
candidates in the two countries, held a joint election cam-
paign rally in Poland and announced plans for what was 
described as a “pro-MAGA” union as the excited crowd chant-
ed the name of the US president. Addressing the rally, the 
Polish candidate vowed to “build a Europe of values, a Europe 
of home; and, in which we will not allow the EU to central-
ise and turn Poland and Romania into provinces.” However, 
in last Sunday’s elections the Romanian candidate lost, while 
his Polish counterpart would face a run-off election in June. 

CUBA has won a victory in a 30-year battle with the General 
Cigar Company over the trademark for Cuba’s flagship cigar 
brand, Cohiba. In 2022, the US Trademark Trial and Appeal 
Board cancelled General’s Cohiba trademark. General had 
sought to overturn the decision, but has lost again. Cohibas 
are often judged the best cigars in the world. 

Global Briefs
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Canada: Communists 
call for auto industry 

nationalisation
Citing pressures from Don-
ald Trump’s tariff war, auto 
corporations are moving to 
eliminate jobs in Canada. The 
latest wave of layoffs, which 
hit 1,200 workers at General 
Motors’ plants in Oshawa and 
Ingersoll, follows temporary 
layoffs of 3,000 workers at 
Stellantis in Windsor last 
month and combine with 1,500 
additional layoffs in the auto 
industry supply chain.

The moves expose the 
unchecked power of auto monop-
olies, and have prompted an 
upsurge in calls for the industry 
to be nationalised.

One of the organisations rais-
ing that demand is the Communist 
Party, whose Ontario provincial 
executive committee issued a tough 
statement that says public owner-
ship is urgent.

“While the trade war actions 
from the Trump administration 
are new, these layoffs are not iso-
lated incidents. They are part of a 
decades-long assault on workers’ 
livelihoods and sovereignty in 
Canada, enabled by free trade deals 
like the USMCA, which empower 
corporations, pit workers against 
each other across borders, and 
sacrifice entire communities for 
higher profits.

“With over 100,000 jobs in 
Canada directly tied to auto parts 
and assembly, and hundreds of 
thousands more in communities 
built around this industry, we 
cannot let these layoffs continue 
without a fight. The solution is 
clear: it’s time to take auto out of 
corporate hands and put it under 
public ownership and democratic 
control.”

Private control of the industry 

has allowed enormous amounts 
of public money to be drained and 
used to enrich the auto giants at the 
expense of all of Canada’s workers.

The Communist Party’s Ontario 
leader, Drew Garvie, explained that 
successive Liberal and Conserva-
tive Party governments have facil-
itated “the theft of public funds” by 
continuously bailing out the huge 
monopolies.

“GM has relied on public hand-
outs in Canada for over a century,” 
Garvie said in an interview. “It 
started with the City of Oshawa’s 
$50,000 interest-free loan in 1899, 
and has continued to the most 
recent handout in 2022, when the 
Ontario government provided $259 
million in direct grants to ‘secure’ 
investment in the same facilities 
that are now issuing mass layoffs.”
People’s World  
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For Africans, Victory Day was not just 
about the fall of Hitler, but about the idea 
that brutal regimes could fall at all

Moussa Ibrahim, Executive Secretary 
of the African Legacy Foundation, 

Johannesburg

Victory Day, marked every year in 
May, is remembered for the defeat of 
Nazi Germany by the Red Army of the 
Soviet Union and its allies in 1945. The 
world saw fascism crumble under the 
weight of mass resistance, both mili-
tary and moral. While Europe swept 
its streets and held its parades, across 
the African continent, colonised peo-
ples watched with a different kind of 
hope. For them, Victory Day was not 
just about the fall of Hitler. It was 
about the idea that brutal regimes 
could fall at all. That whitewashed 
myths of European superiority, for-
tified by tanks and treaties, could be 
buried in the rubble of Berlin.

Africa in 1945 was still largely in chains. 
From the deserts of North Africa to the for-
ests of Central Africa, Europeans governed 
through coercion, racial hierarchy, and theft 
dressed in the language of ‘civilisation.’ When 
fascism lost, Africa’s revolutionaries leaned 
in. If a system as monstrous as Nazism could 
be crushed, then surely the British, French, 
Portuguese, and Belgian empires – those 
well-dressed relatives of fascism – could be 
kicked out too. Victory Day planted a pow-
erful seed: the idea that no system, however 
armoured in ideology or bullets, is eternal.

Colonialism and fascism were not just 
neighbours on the historical timeline. They 
were ideological cousins who often shared 
the same tailor. Both relied on military terror, 
racial supremacy, and the economic logic that 
some people existed to be ruled, and others 
to rule. In Algeria, France perpetuated forced 
labour, mass internments, and massacres. 
In Egypt, the British occupation entrenched 
inequality and racial hierarchy until the 1952 
Free Officers Revolution ended King Farouk’s 
reign. In the Congo, Belgian rule left a legacy 
of mass violence and extraction so extreme 
that a UN report in 2020 called it a “colonial 
genocide.” Mozambique, Kenya, and Angola 
were ruled by the gun, not by consent.

African leaders like Kwame Nkrumah, 
Julius Nyerere, Samora Machel, Gamal 
Abdel Nasser, and the National Liberation 
Front (FLN) in Algeria didn’t need textbooks 
to define fascism. They lived it. Nkrumah 
declared in 1960: “The colonial territories 
are not free … unless we consider colonial-
ism a form of democratic rule. But coloni-
alism is the rule of a foreign minority over 
the majority.”

Victory Day helped ignite African resist-
ance in very real and practical ways. It wasn’t 
long after the Nazi defeat that uprisings, 
protests, and movements surged across 
the continent. In 1947, the West African 
National Secretariat was formed in London, 
pushing for decolonisation. In 1952, Egypt 
exploded with revolution, as young officers 
led by Gamal Abdel Nasser overthrew the 
British-controlled monarchy. In 1954, Alge-
ria’s FLN launched its full-scale revolt against 
France. Ghana gained independence in 1957 
under Kwame Nkrumah, declaring not just 
Ghana’s freedom, but that of all Africa.

“The independence of Ghana is meaning-
less unless it is linked to the total liberation 
of Africa,” Nkrumah famously declared. His 
words were not mere rhetoric – they were 
a blueprint. That same year, thousands of 

Kenyans were locked in British detention 
camps during the Mau Mau uprising. In 
1960, 69 unarmed protestors were gunned 
down in Sharpeville, South Africa. In 1961, 
South African communists, African national-
ists, and Pan-Africanists formed uMkhonto 
weSizwe. In 1963, the Organisation of Afri-
can Unity was born in Addis Ababa with a 
charter committed to the total liberation of 
the continent.

While the so-called “free world” sup-
ported colonial powers – France in Algeria, 
Britain in Kenya and Malaya, Portugal in 
Mozambique and Angola – the USSR made 
its position clear: the war against fascism 
did not end in 1945. It had merely shifted 
geography.

Moscow supported African and Arab 
liberation movements with military training, 
arms shipments, medical aid, diplomatic 
backing at the United Nations, and ideo-
logical education. The Soviet Union trained 
fighters at military academies in Tashkent, 
Odessa, and Moscow. Cuba, a close Soviet 
ally, sent over 36,000 troops to Angola 
between 1975 and 1988 to help defeat South 
African apartheid forces during the Angolan 
Civil War. Soviet arms were sent to Algeria, 
Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau, and 
Zimbabwe. Leaders like Agostinho Neto, 
Amílcar Cabral, Samora Machel, and Oliver 
Tambo were all beneficiaries of Soviet logis-
tical and ideological support.

Egypt, under President Nasser, became a 
key player in this anti-imperialist axis. After 
the 1952 revolution, Egypt aligned with the 
Non-Aligned Movement and strengthened 
ties with the Soviet Union. Nasser offered 
training, arms, and diplomatic space to 
Algerian, Mozambican, and other African 
liberation fighters. Cairo became a beacon 
of Pan-African and Pan-Arab unity. In 1960, 

the Voice of the Arabs radio station broad-
cast revolutionary content from Cairo to the 
entire African continent.

Algeria’s war for independence from 
France from 1954 to 1962 was arguably the 
most brutal anti-colonial struggle on the 
continent. Backed by Egypt, the USSR, and 
China, the FLN fought an eight-year guerrilla 
war against one of Europe’s strongest mili-
tary powers. Over 400,000 Algerians died. 
In 1962, Algeria declared independence and 
became a continental centre for revolution-
ary diplomacy, training movements from 
Zimbabwe to Guinea-Bissau.

Tanzania under Julius Nyerere became 
the logistical heart of Southern African lib-
eration. Between 1964 and 1980, Tanzania 
hosted freedom fighters from South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and Namibia. 
Samora Machel’s Mozambique fought a dec-
ade-long armed struggle against Portugal’s 
fascist Estado Novo regime and declared 
independence in 1975.

The Soviet Union and Cuba were instru-
mental. Cuba deployed thousands of troops 
to support the People’s Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA) from 1975 
to 1991. These leaders were not ideological 
puppets of the USSR. They were practical 
strategists.

Nyerere famously warned: “We are not 
interested in copying any ideology … but we 
do believe in the equality of man and in the 
right of all peoples to be free.” They took 
Soviet support not because it came with 
strings, but because it came with guns – and 
with it, the ability to stand.

The ideological parallels were clear. In a 
1961 speech, Samora Machel declared, “To 
the colonialists, we say: We are not afraid of 
your bombs. We are not afraid of your pris-
ons. We are not afraid of your propaganda. 

We are not afraid of you because we are 
standing with the people of the world.” In 
1977, Nyerere offered perhaps the most biting 
summary of the West’s hypocrisy: “They 
talk of peace while financing the warlords 
who wish to destroy African independence.”

Victory Day is not just a European cele-
bration. It is an African one. It marked the 
beginning of the end for empires that had 
long painted themselves as eternal. It created 
a new ideological and moral space in which 
Africa’s revolutionaries could act – not just 
with passion, but with international backing.

While Europe held commemorations in 
clean suits and shiny shoes, Africans fought 
in the bush, in exile, and in the streets – with 
little but belief, strategy, and Kalashnikovs. 
The contradiction is almost comical: the same 
Western European countries that claimed to 
defeat fascism in 1945 were simultaneously 
running torture camps in Kenya and bombing 
villages in Algeria.

Today, Africa faces new forms of domi-
nation: debt bondage, corporate extraction, 
foreign military bases, ecological exploitation, 
and digital colonisation. Colonialism may 
have dropped the whip, but it picked up the 
loan agreement. In 2024, over 20 African 
countries still used the CFA franc, a colo-
nial-era currency controlled by the French 
Treasury. Over 40% of Africa’s arable land is 
owned by foreign agribusiness firms. US and 
French military bases stretch from Djibouti 
to Niger to Senegal. We defeated fascism. 
We expelled colonialism. But empire? It 
changed its passport.

Victory Day teaches us that violent, seem-
ingly permanent systems can fall. It teaches 
us the power of solidarity, the strength of 
internationalism, and the necessity of his-
torical memory. Africa’s liberation was not 
a postscript to someone else’s war. It was 
a front line in the same battle for human 
dignity.

So, from Stalingrad to Lusaka, from 
Cairo to Algiers, from Moscow to Accra – 
the struggle against fascism, racism, and 
empire continues.

Let us remember. Let us speak. Let us 
act. Let us never forget: sometimes, the only 
difference between a fascist and a colonial 
officer was who got invited to dinner in Paris.
RT.com  

The Soviet Union defeated more 
than just the Nazis in 1945

Moscow Victory Day Parade. Photo: Vadim Savitsky – wikimedia.org (CC BY 4.0)

... Victory Day was not just about the 
fall of Hitler. It was about the idea 

that brutal regimes could fall.

https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/moussa-ibrahim/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/moussa-ibrahim/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/moussa-ibrahim/
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The Communist and Work-
ers’ Parties condemn the 
new crime against the Pales-
tinian people, which is being 
carried out before the eyes 
of the whole world and has 
been brought about by the 
intensification of the barbaric 
military aggression and the 
criminal Israeli blockade on 
the Gaza Strip. 

The genocide that Israel is 
committing in the Gaza Strip, 
with thousands of dead civilians, 
children and elderly people, with 
millions of people deprived of food, 
water, electricity and medical sup-
plies, with the complete destruction 
of hospitals and with millions of 
people displaced, is supported by 

the USA, NATO, the EU and all 
those bourgeois regimes that sup-
port Israel or keep silent about this 
inhuman crime.

We express our full solidar-
ity with the Palestinian people 
and defend their right to a free 
homeland, to be masters in their 
own land. We condemn the dec-
ades-long Israeli occupation of the 
Palestinian territories, the killings, 
imprisonment, persecution and 
settlements. 

We demand an end to the Israeli 
occupation, the creation and recog-
nition of an independent Palestinian 
state, the cessation and dismantling 
of the illegal settlements in the 
Palestinian territories, the release 
of prisoners from Israeli jails and 

the return of refugees in accordance 
with UN Resolution 194.

We salute the massive inter-
nationalist solidarity with the 
Palestinian people that has been 
expressed in many countries and 
we call on the workers, the peoples 
and the youth in all countries to 
intensify the struggle to stop the 
massacre in the Gaza, to end the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine 
and to express their solidarity with 
the just struggle of the Palestinian 
people in a decisive way.

Everyone on the path of 
struggle!

Freedom for Palestine!
[Cosigned by the Communist Party 
of Australia, the Communist Party of 
Greece, and other parties]

Wealth Creation
A lot of people want to avoid tax one way or the other, but 
terms like ‘tax avoidance’ and ‘tax evasion’ sound so ugly.  
Nine media’s money contributor is here to help in a column 
about super and the fearsome prospect that people with 
more than $3 million in their super might face a slightly 
higher rate of tax (see article this issue). Just call it “wealth 
creation” and all is good. It sounds like you’re building a 
business, employing lots of grateful workers, and generally 
making more money for all of us. How nice!
In fact, you’re just getting out of a payment, and everyone 
else has to make up for that somehow. You could try not 
paying your fare on public transport and telling any inspec-
tors who catch you that you’re creating wealth, but that 
sort of camouflage is mainly for the rich. 

Offshore (terrifying idea that the rich might take their 
money away from Australia if we start taxing it)
Offshore is a fabled land where a lot of rich people’s mon-
ey spends time not being taxed. It’s also a very convenient 
threat used by professional defenders of the rich. If super 
balances are taxed a little more, if negative gearing is tink-
ered with, the cry goes up – do that, and they might take 
their money offshore! So instead of not paying tax on the 
money here, they might take it overseas and not pay tax 
on it there. We’d better give them what they want!

Homes (getting people into)
Getting people into homes is something Liberal just-
scraped-in MP Tim Wilson says he’s obsessed with. You’d 
expect him to support raising the rate of unemployment 
benefits and Disability Support Pension, not to mention 
higher wages and stronger unions (which lead to higher 
wages), but it turns out Tim’s only obsessed with getting 
some people into homes – specifically, people who will 
find it easier to buy homes once they’ve cashed in their 
super. We know a young person with $9,000 in super 
who’s stoked about this idea, because they’ll be able 
to buy a house if Tim gets his way. What’s that you say, 
Where is this house? It’s in 1967.

Consultation (sound, sensible)
New Liberal leader Sussan Ley says there is going to be 
“sound, sensible consultation,” on whether or not the Coa-
lition keeps the wildly unsuccessful plan to build 7 nuclear 
reactors with taxpayers’ money. If you’re going to ‘consult’ 
on something, even if it’s a daft idea, you might was well 
do it in a sensible and sound way. 

Minimiser
Ralph Horowitz, former producer of ‘The Footy Show’, has, 
according to Crikey, been showering abuse on a Jewish 
AFL employee who has spoken up for her right to oppose 
the mass slaughter perpetrated by Israel. Apparently 
opposing mass murder makes her an “Oct 7 minimiser.” 

Distant
A perfectly normal word to describe something that’s a 
long way away from the person speaking, ‘distant’ does 
weasel work as a way of telling people – especially the 
Greens – they should go easy on a war crime. That’s cer-
tainly how ‘distant’ is used when it comes to Palestine. 
The same commentators who tell us it’s vital that Austral-
ia is joined at the hip to the USA – Israel’s main backer, 
also tell us that Israel and the Palestinians it’s murdering 
are ‘distant,’ so we should knock off the protests. Pales-
tine is distant, but the cities in Australia where they make 
components for F-35 bombers aren’t. We’ll keep on caring 
thanks.

Joint Statement of Communist 
and Workers’ Parties

Stop the genocide 
against the 

Palestinian people

Rally for Palestine in Boorloo/Perth, March.
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Peter Farmer

Nakba is the Arabic word for ‘catastrophe.’ 
The term is used to mark the act of disposse
ssion in Palestine which began in 1948 and 
continues today.

WHOSE HOMELAND?
The roots of the ongoing persecution and attempted 

genocide that is happening right now in Palestine 
go back to the nineteenth century, when a Zionist 
movement emerged, based on the idea of building a 
homeland for Jews. Although other locations were 
considered, the movement settled on Palestine. 
Based on religious and historical claims, Zionism 
attempted to build an organised and powerful Jewish 
community in Palestine, using settlement to advance 
its goals. After the Balfour declaration in 1917, the 
project accelerated. 

The British Mandate over Palestine ran from 
1920 to 1948. The Mandate was a kind of soft impe-
rialism – the British were meant to be running the 
area “until such time as they (the Palestinians) are 
able to stand alone.” This meant the British could 
create ideal conditions for implementing the Balfour 
Declaration – a declaration of British support for a 
Jewish homeland in Palestine – by enabling Zionist 
organisations to acquire large areas of land, and by 
facilitating Jewish immigration. 

Militant Zionist groups like Irgun, Stern, Haganah, 
and Palmach worked to make military centres from 
the settlements to create an economic and military 
basis for the founding of Israel after the British Man-
date ended in 1948. 

The settlements were organised strategically, with 
settlements where the future borders of the Jewish 
state were to be – along the borders with Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt, and Jordan. Settlements were also 
concentrated in areas of strategic advantage for future 
wars – areas with resources.

The neighbouring Arabs and Palestinians saw 
what was happening, but failed to organise effec-
tively against it, partly due to a belief that the British 
would change their position. That never happened. 
While the Zionist settlers were organised, united and 
thinking strategically, Arab efforts to confront them 
were uncoordinated and ineffective. 

As the British Mandate came to an end, Zionist 
organisations had a strong military force – Haganah 
was well-armed, had more than 100,000 fighters, and 
was backed by support from other countries.

Arab armies has enormous challenges by the time 
the State of Israel was declared on 15 May 1948. Lacking 
clear objectives, badly organised, and without joint 
battle strategies, the forces from five Arab countries 
were at a disadvantage.

There were successes, such as the Iraqi army’s in 
the battles for the city of Jenin, while the Jordanian 
army let by a British officer helped control the West 
Bank and Jerusalem. However a failure of leadership 
meant that the Arab forces didn’t expand on the mil-
itary gains achieved. 

The Egyptian army, hampered by inadequate 
weapons and a lack of experience and training, suf-
fered heavy losses. Egyptian military planning failed 
against sieges from Israeli forces.

On the other hand, the Israeli military imported 
large amounts of military equipment including weap-
ons from the United States and Eastern Europe. 
Israel achieved victory after victory with battlefield 
superiority.

Britain, the USA, France, and other Western 
powers gave the Zionist project economic, military 
and political support. This could be seen in the 1947 

Partition Plan and large-scale Jewish immigration 
to Palestine, both of which were made easier with 
Western support. 

The result was the displacement of Palestinians 
in the tens of thousands, and Israeli control of 78 per 
cent of historic Palestine.  It was the beginning of a 
refugee crisis that is still ongoing, as well as a political 
and humanitarian crisis. 

That war has lead to ongoing Israeli-Arab conflict, 
and shows the need for international cooperation and 
coordination. Israel didn’t win in 1948 just because it 
had more weapons. It won because it had a combina-
tion of international military and diplomatic backing, 
as well as internal organisation. 

The crime continues. At time of writing, Israel 
has killed at least 53,000 people since 7 October 
2023. That’s the figure being cited by international 
news organisations. The true figure will be far higher, 
because of the difficulty of counting while the assault 
goes on, and because many will die from wounds, 
exacerbated by inadequate medical supplies and a 
shortage of medical staff. After a ten-week blockade 
of food aid, Israel is allowing what it calls a “basic 
amount” of food into Gaza. 

Starving civilians for military advantage is a war 
crime.

THE WAY AHEAD
It is vital that international pressure is kept up. 

Pressure is needed on the governments that enable 
Israel’s campaign of genocide and displacement. 
This is not an easy fix. While it’s true that there is 
not a single switch governments in countries like 
Australia can flick that would end the assault, every 
little helps. Certainly Israel thinks that support is 
important – going out of its way to comment when 
Australia makes decisions it doesn’t like, and spend-
ing considerable amounts on duchessing Australian 
politicians and media figures – paying for every last 
moment of tours of Israel. 

Israel does this because it knows that the its status 
as an international citizen can not be taken from 
granted. It knows that the numbers of dead innocents 
are hard for even sympathetic media to ignore. It has 
been said that the reason Israel has banned United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees in the Near East (UNWRA ) operations in Pales-
tinian territory while bombing food warehouses and 
pressuring donor countries to cut funding is because 
UNRWA’s existence reminds the world of the refugees’ 
legal right of return. Israel wants that memory – and 
all physical traces of it – erased.

That’s what Israel is after. They have not succeeded.

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY
Across the world, streets are filling with people 

who commemorate the Nakba by freshly opposing 
Israel’s murderous campaign and their own govern-
ment’s support.

In the UK, 600,000 people marched through 
London to commemorate the Nakba. The UK Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign is celebrating as British super-
market giant the Co-op decided to cease all trading 
with Israel this year. PSC activist Paul Neill called the 
decision “a historic moment for a UK supermarket chain 
and ... a marker for other supermarkets and retailers.”

It is vital that the pressure be kept up. 
The Communist Party of Australia has consistently 

opposed Israeli genocide. Party members across Aus-
tralia have been joining demonstrations and organising 
their own events in support of the Palestinian right to 
freedom and resistance since way before 7 October. 

PALESTINE WILL WIN  

Nakba: 77 years of apartheid  
and resistance
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Criteria for statehood
Nathan Barnes
What is meant by Israel’s claim that resistance forces such as 
Hamas will not acknowledge Israel’s “right to exist”? 
The criteria for statehood are laid out in the 1933 Montevideo 
Convention, namely: a permanent population, a defined territo-
ry, a government and capacity to enter into relations with other 
states. While Israel is a state and has been recognised as such 
by many other states, it should not be forgotten that there is a fun-
damental distinction between the act of recognising a state and 
the mere fact of being of a state, or a state’s “right to existence.”
Recognition of a state is accorded under international law by way 
of two processes, namely recognition on the basis of objective 
criteria and explicit recognition by states. Explicit recognition by 
states is not necessary if the first factors (criteria for statehood) 
exist, though it obviously carries much political significance.
This was illustrated by the Peoples Republic of China, a state of 
considerable size and stature. Western powers led by the US, 
succeeded in blocking its recognition so that China was only able 
to join the UN in 1971.
Many states, members of the UN, have also refused to recognise 
Israel, or have withdrawn diplomatic relations, for similar reasons. 
In 1975 the UN General Assembly approved a resolution declar-
ing Zionism “a form of racism and racial discrimination.” 
Also largely forgotten in this discussion; a state’s “existence” car-
ries with it many obligations, including the obligation to treat the 
inhabitants of territories under its control (occupied or otherwise) 
in accordance with human rights and humanitarian law.
This includes respect for the rights of minorities, no discrimina-
tion on the grounds of race, religion, or national origin and full and 
equal participation of all its citizens.
Further, a “right to existence” for a state is not an unconditional  
right, it must materialise within a clearly defined territory. Although 
this “right to existence” is intrinsically connected with the issue of 
borders, the fact is that Israel’s borders are undefined.
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