M Santos

Five lives were lost and an estimated
10,000 properties destroyed or dam-
aged by the recent record-breaking
torrential downpour along the east
coast of NSW. Devastated farmers
looked on in despair as crops were
submerged and livestock drowned or
floated away.

Days after the deluge, around 50,000
people remained cut off by overflowing rivers,
roads, and farmland. Thousands of homes
and businesses were still without power.

The flooding impacted bushland and
waterways, local wetlands and estuaries
resulting in sediment and nutrients being
washed downstream and out into coastal
waters. Wildlife was hit hard. Super-saturated
grounds from recent rainfall were unable to
absorb the unprecedented deluge.

It will take some time to count the
toll on people, small businesses and the
environment.

Port Macquarie, Taree, Kempsey, Dungog,
and Mid-Coast of NSW were amongst the
hardest hit. The level of destruction and losses
from the massive downpour and winds that
raged from the north to the south of NSW
are unprecedented.

“The Mid Coast Local Government Area
has experienced back to back disasters over
the last six years, needing support for dis-
aster recovery on 13 occasions, including ...
extensive damage during Black Summer,
the 2021 East Coast floods and this event.
Communities are picking up the pieces over
and over again,” Climate Council Amanda
McKenzie said.

In Sydney, emergency services responded
to hundreds of calls while railway stations
flooded disrupting train services.

“We are seeing more frequent, intense
weather events,” Prime Minister Albanese
said, stating the bloody obvious. But what
to do to address climate change? Albanese
was silent.

The mass media were just as culpable
as Albanese, with hardly, if ever, a mention
of climate change and its causes, let alone a
call to address the causes of climate change.

Judging by the lack of any press releases
on the present climate crisis, Albanese was
more interested in having the new Pope bless
his late mother’s rosary beads.

Climate change is caused by burning
fossil fuels, yet there is no sign that the Labor
government is prepared to stand up to their
wealthy and powerful polluting donors to

phase out fossil fuels. Instead it has approved
greenhouse-gas polluting projects extending
decades beyond 2050.

Communities in Australia will continue
to be exposed to more frequent, severity, and
lethality of climate change disasters including
bushfires, floods, droughts, and extreme hot
weather days will escalate.

GOVERNMENTS FAIL

Time and time again, governments at all
levels have proven unprepared for extreme
weather events, let alone taken the necessary
measures to address climate change.

Emergency workers from across Australia
and New Zealand and the defence forces
joined the rescue effort as local authorities
were unable to cope. Helicopters and drones
dropped off food, medicines, water and other
supplies to isolated communities.

Victims can apply for a paltry one-off
payment of $100 for individuals and $300 for
families. Another payment of $1,000 is being
made available. Workers and sole traders
who are eligible for the federal government’s
Disaster Recovery Allowance (DRA) can also
receive up to the equivalent of JobSeeker,
depending on personal circumstances — if
they are in a declared area. This payment
only lasts up to 13 weeks.

The support being offered by govern-
ments will not cover the massive damage,
loss of homes, businesses, animals, and crops.

It is a failure of leadership. Governments
continue to permit the building of homes on
flood plains and along the coast. Little has
been done to adapt or relocate climate change
victims let alone provide serious assistance
to overcome their economic and other losses.
Post-disaster planning is lacking. Developers
and fossil fuel polluters rule the roost.

The cost of inaction is far higher than
action. The economic costs of this latest
extreme weather event run into billions of
dollars. Yet the government continues to
approve the expansion of fossil fuel projects
and can find hundreds of billions of dollars
to spend on death and destruction in the
name of AUKUS.

What do flood victims who have lost
their homes, jobs, or businesses do now?
Many homeowners and small businesses
are uninsured because they cannot afford
premiums running into tens of thousands
of dollars or were refused insurance.

Insurance companies went under the
microscope following the 2022 floods, with
a federal parliamentary inquiry concluding
the industry “failed too many people” with
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delays in communication, poor claim man-
agement and other issues.

Nothing has changed since.

Research by The Australia Institute
found almost one in five Australians’ homes
are under-insured or uninsured, as
experts in climate change risk and justice
warn more frequent natural disasters could
push up insurance premiums — or see cover
withdrawn.

Many families across Australia already
face an almost impossible choice when it
comes to rising costs of home and contents
insurance. Premiums are certain to rise
following this latest climate catastrophe as

insurance companies protect their massive
profits.

A report from the McKell Institute fol-
lowing floods along Australia’s east coast in
2022 found extreme weather events over the
past 12 months had cost every Australian
household an average of $1,532.

MENTAL HEALTH

Communities in Australia will continue
to be exposed to more frequent, severe, and
lethal climate change disasters including
bushfires, floods, droughts, and extreme
hot weather days.

Continued on page 2

there is no sign that the Labor government
is prepared to stand up to their wealthy
and powerful polluting donors

The Guardian

has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast”
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Housing is for....?

What’s housing for? Is it for:

a) making yourself wealthy?
b) Making someone else wealthy?
¢) Living in?

This sounds like a silly question, but in Australia
we have to ask it. The answer should be c. Housing is
for living in. In Australia, our economic and political
system acts as though the answer is a combination
of a and b. We have a housing crisis. Far too many
people are stressed because of rents or mortgage
payments.

Related to this, there’s a basic contradiction in
how Australian politics treats housing. There are
two contradictory priorities. Young people should be
able to buy a house. Property prices should always
go up. The result? Governments tinker with schemes
which amount to making it easier for some young
people to buy houses. These schemes help house
prices to keep rising. Renters have housing stress.
People with mortgages have stress too. This country
has a housing crisis.

It’s no accident that things are this way. Govern-
ments introduced and kept negative gearing, so that
people with ‘investment properties’ could get a tax
discount for owning more than one property. The
capital gains discount made it more profitable to
cash in on the housing market. It’s almost as though
the Liberal Party thought that unearned income is
better than earned income! The Labor Party kept
these rorts for fear of right-wing media which will
never love them, and for fear of investors who had
gotten used to using property as a way of getting
richer.

For the Communist Party of Australia, the answer
to the question ‘what is housing for?’ is ‘living in’.
To quote CPA policy:

‘Housing is a basic human right enshrined in the
United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.’

There is absolutely no excuse for homelessness
or sub-standard accommodation in this country, but
we’re going to have to fight for the solution, which is
quality public housing. To quote a Party statement:

‘There is only one thing that will create affordable
housing and address the current housing crisis: a
revival of public housing and a revolution in how it
is used. Nothing but a massive and ongoing infusion
of high-quality, publicly owned and managed hous-
ing of diverse types must replace the inefficiency
and choking dominance of the unaffordable private
market.

We speak up in favour of public housing a lot in
this paper. It’s good to spell out exactly what that
means. ‘High quality’ means that the housing is well
built and well managed. It also means it’s publicly
owned and run so that there’s accountability for it.

Quality public housing doesn’t just mean more
of the public housing you’re used to (although that
would be a good start). It means a variety of housing
types in a variety of places. Public housing should
not and need not be a ghetto-like way to store poor
people. The Party also advocates raising the income
restriction on eligibility for public housing so that
public housing becomes an option, rather than a last
resort.

As always, with good ideas, the question is how
to get there. We are ruled by property owners. In
2024, only 12 of 227 sitting MPs and senators de-
clared no property ownership. We are working to
change that, working for an Australia owned and
run by the working class.

Meanwhile, CPA members will support renters and
public housing. If you’re renting, join the Renters and
Housing Union. If there’s a campaign to protect/ ex-
tend public housing in your state, get behind it!

Guardian

‘Including the use of
targeted sanctions’

28 May 2025

The Australian Union movement is a move-
ment of peace and solidarity. We continue to
be horrified by the humanitarian catastrophe
facing Palestinians in Gaza.

The ACTU reiterates our previous statements and
resolutions of October 2023, February and April 2024.
The Australian Union movement condemns the Israeli
government’s blockade since 2 March on humanitar-
ian aid, including food, entering Gaza, putting more
than two million Palestinians at critical risk of mass
starvation. The Israeli government has sought to shut
down the existing aid and distribution system run by
the United Nations and humanitarian partners and
establish its own delivery mechanisms by the Israeli
military, contravening fundamental humanitarian
principles, and meaning large parts of Gaza will go
without supplies.

The Australian Union movement strongly opposes
the escalation of Israeli military operations in Gaza,
with the Israel Defence Forces launching ground forces
into northern and southern Gaza and the intensification
of air strikes, following the announcement of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that Israel had
approved plans to seize control of the Gaza Strip and
forcibly move hundreds of thousands of Palestinians.

The ACTU condemns the use of starvation as a
weapon of war and urges Israel to comply with the
International Court of Justice’s order to take immediate
steps to prevent acts of genocide, punish incitement to
genocide, and facilitate the provision of basic services
and humanitarian assistance to Palestinians in Gaza.
Israel must immediately provide food and essentials
to people in Gaza and ensure unimpeded access for
humanitarian aid.

We stand in solidarity with workers such as health
workers who are both dealing with the immediate risk
to their own health and safety and of caring for those
injured, dying and facing starvation.

We continue to call for the immediate release of

all remaining Israeli hostages by Hamas and condemn
their abuses of human rights.

The ACTU calls on the Australian government to
take immediate steps to secure peace and compliance
with international law by:

Using all influence, pressure and diplomatic meas-
ures — including the use of targeted sanctions — to
achieve a permanent ceasefire and pressure the Israeli
government to stop its military operations in Gaza,
immediately allow humanitarian aid to enter Gaza,
respect international law and Palestinians’ human
rights. Co-ordinating with the United Nations, human-
itarian organisations, and the international community
to support the deployment of a humanitarian convoy
to Gaza, and support the immediate, unhindered and
safe passage of humanitarian aid. Ending all military
trade (including parts and components) with Israel,
and working with other governments to ensure that
Australian exports are not contributing to breaches
of international law. Supporting international efforts
to prosecute violations of international law. Estab-
lishing emergency humanitarian visa pathways and
fast-tracking all pending visa applications for Pales-
tinians fleeing Gaza.

Recognising the State of Palestine

The ACTU calls for an end to the occupation of
Palestine and a just and sustainable peace in accord-
ance with UN Security Council resolutions, including
the removal of illegal settlements, the withdrawal of
Israel from all Palestinian lands along with the dis-
mantling of the separation wall.

In line with the ACTU’s commitment to a two-
state solution with the security of borders for both
nations, we call on all countries to recognise, without
delay, Palestine as a sovereign state with East Jeru-
salem as its capital. This will confirm the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination in a free and
independent Palestine.

Implementing a two-state solution is the path to
lasting peace, safety and security for the peoples of
both Israel and Palestine. &

Quote of the Week

“I’m sorry | don’t have a plane to give you.”
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa to Donald Trump

Floods: the cost of inaction

Continued from page 1

Many are feeling stress, fear,
and uncertainty. This can affect
their mental health and wellbeing,
and that of their families and local
communities. Psychological support
is needed both now and long after
the disaster.

“This year’s been a nightmare.
We've had 17 rain-free days,” one
devastated Kempsey café owner
facing $200,000 in damages told
the media. “We don’t know if we'll
come back from this. I'm devas-
tated. This is my dream.” He is one
of thousands of climate casualties.

Research shows that repeated
exposure to climate disasters leads
to worse mental health outcomes
and slower recovery times (see
page 3).

It’s vital that staff and volun-
teers are prepared and trained in
mental health first aid.

POLICY

“It is vital that emergency ser-
vices, media, governments, and
communities understand why
these events are occurring with
increasing frequency and ferocity

to ensure that we can both tackle

the root cause — pollution from coal,

oil and gas — as well as prepare for
more destructive disasters into the
future,” McKenzie said.

Climate change is caused by the
short-term interests of capitalists
exploiting nature and people in
pursuit of maximising profits.

Governments must:

+ Phase out use and production

of fossil fuels and transition to

renewables without delay while
protecting the rights of workers
involved.

Cancel AUKUS and the US

Alliance, diverting hundreds

of billions of dollars to

climate change action and the

necessary support for victims

of climate change.

» Amend the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act, which
incredibly does not include
climate impact as grounds for a
development application to be
refused.

+ Fund relocations and cost of

rebuilding as appropriate.

Establish a national, universal

public insurance scheme with
a social contract. The private
insurance sector has failed.

« Introduce mitigation and
adaptation measures required
for vulnerable communities
and relocate residents where
necessary.

« Develop sustainable recovery
plans.

« Government planning

according to local conditions,

not the interests of developers
and corrupt councillors and
politicians.

Strengthen building

regulations to ensure all future

construction is climate neutral
and in locations that are not
prone to extreme weather
events.

The cost of inaction is far too
high.

It is clear that neither major
party is prepared to make any
such undertakings. Capitalism is
the cause of the present crisis. It
must go.

Acknowledgements: to Len Lean

and South Australia CPA Fight Back

Bulletin. &
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National Sorry Day and National
Reconciliation Week

Graham Holton

Two very important Indigenous
events are being celebrated in Aus-
tralia. The 26 May marks the annual
National Sorry Day, which commem-
orates the Stolen Generations of Abo-
riginal Australian and Torres Strait
Islander children who were forcibly
removed from their families by the
government to assimilate them into
white Australian culture. This com-
memoration began on 26 May 1998
by a coalition of Australian commu-
nity groups a year after the Bringing
Them Home report (1997) was tabled
in the federal Parliament.

The report was an inquiry into the gov-
ernment policies and practices behind the
Stolen Generations. It’s 54 recommendations
include funding for Indigenous healing ser-
vices, and reparations in the form of formal
apologies. Labor PM Kevin Rudd issued a
formal apology in 2008, becoming the first
prime minister to do so in an official capac-
ity. Many of the report’s recommendations
have still not been implemented. Sorry Day
protestors argue that children are still being
removed from Indigenous families by way of
child welfare, with Indigenous children being
overrepresented under the child protection
system and out-of-home care. In 2005, the
National Sorry Day Committee renamed the
day the National Day of Healing.

27 May to 3 June is National Reconcil-
iation Week, a celebration begun in 1993
during the International Year of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples. It commemorates two
milestones in the journey to reconciliation:
the 1967 referendum (27 May), and the High
Court Mabo decision (3 June). It is a week
in which Australians can learn about Indig-
enous histories, cultures, and achievements,
and how we can contribute to achieving
reconciliation. The Week encourages par-
ticipation in various activities that promote
understanding and respect between Indige-
nous and non-Indigenous Australians. This
year the theme is Bridging Now to Next,
reflecting on the connection between past,
present and future. It calls on Australians to

join together to continue the push forward,
using the past to guide us. “Reconciliation
must live in the hearts, minds and actions
of all Australians as we move forward, cre-
ating a nation strengthened by respectful
relationships between the wider Australian
community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.”

National Reconciliation Week is cel-
ebrated in workplaces, schools and early
learning services, community organisations,
unions, the Communist Party of Australia,
and by individuals across Australia. Events
are listed on the Reconciliation Week web-
site, reconciliation.org.au. @&

Canberra hits the dance floor for Cuba

A Carruthers

The Canberra ACFS (Australia-Cuba
Friendship Society) staged a Pefia (musi-
cal get-together) on Saturday 24 May. It
was a fun evening that really took off.
Festivities were in the spirit of revolution
and love for Cuba. Marcos Cruz Garcia
was host, with speeches by ACFS Presi-
dent Rob Parnel and others. An impres-
sive “Stop the Blockade” banner hung in
the Woden Uniting Church hall. There
was plenteous food and music. A good
amount of money was raised, and people
from all diverse spectrums of Canberra’s
vibrant, multicultural community were
in attendance.

I managed the bar for some of it. It was good
to see some premium Havana Club flowing out
to the attendees.

Adam and MaryClare, brilliant leading organ-
isers of the Southern Cross Brigade, both gave
speeches on their experiences in Cuba with the
Brigade. MaryClare mentioned the excitement
of experiencing a different type of system on her
Brigade trips. To Brigadistas, experiencing Cuba
means experiencing the joy of social relations
based not on competition but community and
shared purpose. That’s the concrete difference
with socialist countries: you get to experience

real-time socialist social relations, not capital-
ist social relations but socialist social relations,
built through the socialist mode of production
for the benefit of the whole society.

We must tell the story of Cuban society and
culture, the beauty of their island and its people.
Cuba is struggling right now more than ever
under the Embargo and Trump’s criminal acts.
But the despicable and genocidal USA and its
Western lackeys will not stop the Cuban revo-
lution. The revolution will not end. Cuba will
prevail because the people overwhelmingly
believe in their system.

For the Canberra CPA Branch, supporting
Cuba and the Canberra ACFS is not an option,
it’s a priority. Amelia baked a cake featuring
the intertwined flags of the Communist Party of
Cuba (PCC) and the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia (CPA). Our Party will always support Cuba
through thick and thin, both when it is weak, and
when it is strong. We have an ironclad loyalty
with the Cuban people and the vanguard PCC
under the great, glorious and correct leadership
of Miguel Diaz-Canel.

The Party and the Cuban people are forever
united as one.

Canberra ACFS and CPA members hit the
dance floor, big time. We are still perfecting our
dance moves. Shout out to Lachlan for showing
us the style! &

Climate change and mental health

Australia is experiencing more floods,
droughts and bushfires as climate
change continues to gather pace. The
findings of scientific studies reaffirm
the interplay between resources,
stressful and traumatic life events, and
health ailments over time. Repeated
exposure takes further tolls on survi-
vors’ mental health.

As climate change continues to esca-
late, scientific data is crucial informing evi-
dence-based mental health interventions to
promote public health.

Climate change puts pressure on several
systems that affect physical and mental
health, including bodily, socioeconomic,
and geopolitical systems.

Communities in Australia will be exposed
to more frequent, severe, and lethality of cli-
mate change disasters including bushfires,
floods, droughts and extreme hot weather
days, with a likely increased incidence of
life threatening illnesses and bereavement.

A considerable proportion of exposed
populations are likely to develop mental
health conditions, such as post-traumatic
stress symptoms, anxiety, and depressive
symptoms after disasters.

There’s a need for interdisciplinary health
professionals, community leaders, educators,
and other disciplines in sustainability and
ecological efforts to address climate change.

As we have seen in Australia, disasters

do not always occur as singular rare events,
and this trend is projected to increase with
further global warming.

A Lancet study by Ang Li and Claire Lep-
pold, drawing on 10 years of data “Long-term
mental health trajectories across multiple
exposures to climate disasters in Australia:
a population-based cohort study,” has
tracked mental health in individuals who
experienced one or more disasters (flood,
bushfire, or cyclones).

The study’s findings show that there were
greater mental health declines with repeat
disaster exposure and identify the timing at
which certain population groups experienced
higher risk to their mental health.

It identified statistically significant
differences in mental health trajectories
across sequential disasters by chronic health
conditions, impairment, or disabilities and
social support.

Their findings from 2009 to 2019 were
based on a nationally significant section of
the population.

Individuals who experienced an addi-
tional disaster in closer temporal proximity
(i.e. 1-2 years after the previous disaster
exposure) had greater mental health declines
than those who did not.

Climate extremes, like all disasters, have
unequal effects that amplify existing social
and economic inequities. People experiencing
poverty are more likely to be displaced by

disasters, less likely to receive post-disaster
recovery aid, and have protracted reductions
in wellbeing, in the aftermath of a disaster.

Results indicate that mental health wors-
ened with multiple disaster exposures, with
the risk of depressive symptoms increased
by 3-4% after a first disaster exposure and
by 7-8% after the second exposure. The con-
sistent decline from the first to subsequent
disasters suggests that, on a population
level, these changes could have important
implications, especially with the projected
increase in climate disasters.

Repeat disasters showed delayed or
impeded recovery. These differences in
mental health recoveries suggest that the
experience of repeat disasters might wear
down an individual’s resources and ability
to respond and recover.

RESPONSE

General practice is the foundation of
Australia’s primary health-care system.

GPs are usually the first point of contact
with the health system for most people. Labor
had pledged $1 billion to expand affordable
mental health services, including building or
upgrading 31 walk-in mental health clinics,
and 58 Headspace centres that provide early
intervention services for young people.

The package announced would also
include $90 million to support the training of
more than 1,200 mental health professionals

and peer workers, and funding 20 youth
special care centres for young people with
complex needs.

Associate Professor and Senior Lecturer
of Mental Health Policy at the Brain and
Mind Centre at the University of Sydney,
Sebastian Rosenberg, said that the govern-
ment promises meant little to a system that
requires a complete overhaul.

“They are pulling at the simple levers
which are not likely to drive effective reform,”
Rosenberg said. Rosenberg pointed to two
elements that are missing in the country’s
delivery of effective mental health care: a
multidisciplinary team to combine the full
effects of medical and psychosocial care for
those with complex conditions to include
education, job, housing and relationship sup-
port; and the scale of how planning occurs,
with most health policy developed and run
by major cities, rather than at the local level.

Environmental degradation also has
detrimental effects on mental health. The
atmosphere and the climate are becoming
increasingly unstable due primarily to the
extraction and burning of fossil fuels. Young
Australians are more aware of the conse-
quences than older Australians and hence
younger people may suffer mental health
problems because of inadequate climate
mitigation actions by the Labor government.
Acknowledgements: South Australian CPA
Fight Back Bulletin No. 127 &
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Not a trade deal

Jo Dunleavy

The Albanese government is looking to enter
a trade agreement spanning Pacific and Euro-
pean countries called the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Part-
nership. But the deal is not about trade and
poses real threats to Australia’s independence
and sovereignty.

The 12-member CPTPP involves Australia, New
Zealand, Canada, Japan, the UK, and the EU. Albanese
caught up with European Commission president Ursula
von der Leyen at Pope Leo’s investiture in Rome ear-
lier this month and Trade Minister Don Farrell “had
a quick chat” with NZ PM Christopher Luxon over
the cadaver of the previous Pope the week before.

The negotiations are shrouded in secrecy, but it is
clear that the CPTPP is the continued roll out of the
2014 Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). That scheme
included provision and cost of health and medicines
being set by giant US pharmaceutical and tobacco
corporations, that threatened to:

« increase patent rights leading to higher medicine
prices

« undermine Australia’s Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme (PBS)

« give special rights for corporations to sue
governments for damages

« restrict government public health regulations for
food labelling.

Pharmaceutical companies already have patent
rights to charge high monopoly prices for new med-
icines for 20 years before we can access cheaper
generic medicines.

Through Australia’s Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme (PBS), health experts compare the price
and effectiveness of new medicines with the price of
cheaper generic medicines to assess their health effects.
They then regulate the wholesale and retail prices of
many medicines in Australia, so that pensioners pay
no more than $6.90 and others no more than $36.10
for important medicines.

As well as keeping the prices of medicines low for
consumers, the lower wholesale price reduces the cost
to the taxpayer. This makes the PBS more sustainable
in the long term.

The government is posing the CPTPP as a response
to the Trump administration’s tariffs. However,
US-based pharmaceutical companies are setting the
pace, calling the PBS “a barrier to trade,” and oppose
it because they receive a lower wholesale price for

their medicines. Big pharma wants to restrict price
comparisons, such as those which are used in the PBS
to make medicines affordable.

Big tobacco companies such as Philip Morris want
the inclusion of special rights for corporations which
would allow foreign investors to sue governments for
damages if their investments have been harmed by
a particular law or policy, even if the law or policy
protects public health.

Known as investor-state dispute settlement, or
ISDS, these disputes are heard by international invest-
ment tribunals, not domestic courts. These tribunals
give priority to investor rights rather than what is in
the public interest.

ISDS has already been used to undermine Austral-
ian legislation. Philip Morris tried to use an obscure
1993 Australia-Hong Kong investment agreement to
sue the Australian government for millions of dollars
of damages in an international tribunal over the plain
cigarette packaging legislation.

The TPP was referred to as a trade agreement, but
only about five of the 26 chapters that were leaked
were about trade. The remainder go to the heart of
the powers and role of government, in particular, they
seek to override the government’s sovereign powers
and responsibility to legislate in the interests of its
people, its economy and environment.

The government’s capacity to act or likelihood of
not acting because of fear of being sued for hundreds
of millions or even billions of dollars covers almost
every aspect of life. Government authority could be
challenged over such things as:

« price of prescriptions

« environmental protection
workers’ rights

local content on TV
foreign investment rules
food and tobacco labelling
coal seam gas mining
financial regulation
internet privacy
environmental protection
government procurement, and much more.

The conflict of interest between corporations hard
wired to maximise profit — even if it comes at the cost
of fresh water sources, public health laws and basic
services — and policy making designed to serve the
public interest is nowhere more apparent than in these
arbitration cases. The means of mediating this conflict
of interest and blocking unbridled profit-making is
the democratic process. &

Homelessness in Moreton

Guardian

Bay and the Sunshine Coast

Graham Holton

Human rights lawyers are
challenging the City of More-
ton Bay Council in northern
Brisbane over the eviction and
destruction of homeless camps
on public land. The lawyers
argue the destruction of home-
less people’s tents and their
property is a human rights
violation. Sam Tracy, legal
practice director for Basic
Rights Queensland, and the
Northwest Community Group,
applied for a Supreme Court
judicial review on behalf of
homeless people evicted from
Eddie Hyland Park, Lawnton.

Tracy told ABC Radio Bris-
bane: “We believe the obligations
in regards to people’s human rights
have not been sufficiently taken
into account.” Tracy said he could
not watch people’s possessions
being destroyed and thrown away.

Northwest Community Group
president, Paul Slater, said: “If it
is found to be illegal we’re hoping
this will stop not just Moreton Bay
but any other council, including
Brisbane City Council and the Gold
Coast council.”

Debbie Bobeldyk, a 56-year-old
whose belongings were bulldozed,
said she felt she had been stripped
of her dignity. Campers in Eddie
Hyland Park were given an hour
notice before council excavators
demolished their tents. Bobeldyk
said the Department of Housing
did not offer them accommoda-
tion because they were unable to
find their ID documents after their
camp was bulldozed.

The homeless whose posses-
sions had been bulldozed were
threatened with fines of up to
$8,065 if they stayed in the area.

A housing department spokes-
person said: “Our Critical Response
Team is working on the ground

across the Moreton Bay region
offering housing support to every
person willing to engage.” A coun-
cil spokesperson said: “There is no
breach of anyone’s human rights in
relation to this matter.”

In sharp contrast is the response
in the Sunshine Coast, two hours
north of Brisbane. In January the
Sleepbus, which offered a comfort-
able pod within a reconfigured bus,
had been wound down. In March
the not-for-profit organisation
Maroochy Neighbourhood Centre
said it was working with Sleepbus
and its founder Simon Rowe to
resume the service. It is now con-
firmed that the service, thanks to
an anonymous donation, will run
as the Sunny Coast Sleeper from
July. The distinctive pink vehicle is
exclusively for women and children.
The Centre said: “The Sunny Coast
Sleeper provides a safe, comfortable
place to rest for those experiencing
homelessness.” @

Support the Guardian
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The Queensland government has ordered coal seam
gas company QGC to clean up a significant erosion inci-
dent caused by the company’s coal seam gas wells in
a state forest north east of Roma that led to sediment
being released into local waterways.

Earlier this May, the Queensland Environment Depart-
ment issued an Environmental Enforcement Order to the
Shell-owned company for failing to put in place “suitable
erosion and sediment control measures” at its gas wells
in Organ State Forest.

The order followed an inspection audit, during which
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Rangers found coal
seam gas company QGC'’s failings had led to soil erod-
ing and sediment washing into local waterways in
stormwater runoff.

Lock the Gate Alliance National Coordinator Ellen
Roberts said, “It's concerning that QGC’s coal seam
gas operations in a public forest has caused signifi-
cant erosion and led to the release of sediment into
local waterways. There are thousands of coal seam gas
wells pockmarking forests across Queensland, and this
incident demonstrates one of the many ways they can
cause environmental harm.

“QGC is backed by multinational oil and gas company
Shell, which last year made a profit of more than $23 bil-
lion. While we welcome the issuing of an enforcement
order, the Queensland government should have gone
further and fined QGC - this is a company that has
more than enough money to avoid making mistakes that
cause harm to Queensland’s much-loved environment.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is Westpac, which is
demonstrating once again why working people see the
banks as bastards. The Finance Sector Union (FSU)
says it is greatly concerned over reports that Westpac is
planning to cut five per cent of its workforce across the
board, on top of hundreds of job cuts in the last year.

The union has not been consulted on any such proposal
and has called for any plans for a five per cent staff cut
across the board to be shelved and immediate talks to
be held.

The FSU has reached out to Westpac to seek an urgent
explanation and confirmation on exactly what its plans
are.

Westpac has already unleashed almost 1,000 job cuts
made over the past year, the most recent being 160
roles in the Tech and Business Wealth Division, and
190 roles were from its Mortgage Operations, Westpac
Institutional Banking and Customer Solutions.

Finance Sector Union National President Wendy Streets
said that FSU members and Westpac employees have
faced ongoing uncertainty and significant job losses
over the past few years with more job cuts now under
what the bank calls “a new business-led simplification
program.”

“As the new CEO, Anthony Miller, had an opportunity to
invest in his existing, dedicated workforce,” said Streets.
“He appears to be choosing not to do so.

“This is deeply disappointing, particularly as Westpac
posted a net profit of $7 billion just last year.

“Our members have worked hard to turn massive profits
for Westpac over the years, they deserve to be reward-
ed and not have their jobs brutally cut for the sake of
cost-savings and even bigger profits.”
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NATO’s deathly embrace

Marcus Browning

As Australian arms manufac-
turers supply weapons to the
fascist regimes in Israel and
Ukraine the Albanese gov-
ernment is moving to bring
Australia into the deathly
embrace of NATO - they call
it “strengthening relations
to address shared security
challenges.”

The historical context reaches
back to the end of World War 1II,
the Cold War, and the formation
of NATO, the military strike force
operating outside international
law, formed by the US and Britain
as an attack weapon against the
socialist states, first and foremost
the Soviet Union.

It was Ukraine’s intention to
host NATO nuclear missiles that
sparked Russia’s military response.
The presence of NATO and US
bases, military forces, and nuclear
missile systems put Russia’s west-
ern border under continual threat.

Since its inception in 1945 the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(currently with 28-member coun-
tries) has pursued the aggressive
and expansionist goals of impe-
rialism in its offensive against
socialism, the international work-
ers’ movement, and the national
liberation struggles which rang the
death knell of colonialism.

The strategic objective of “roll-
ing back communism” was stamped
on NATO’s birth certificate and
West Germany was given the prize
of forward line.

In 1969 Soviet Marshal
Sokolovsky said: “The territory
of West Germany is NATO’s most
thoroughly prepared forward line,
with its broad network of airfields
and missile bases, pipelines, repos-
itories of nuclear and conventional
weaponry, supply centres.”

The 17 June counter-revolutions
in the German Democratic Republic
(East Germany) in 1953, Hungary
in 1965, the actions of “Solidarnosc”
in Poland — none of these could
have happened without NATO’s
diversionary activities.

The armies of the imperialist
alliance which, in 1968, took up
positions along the borders of
Czechoslovakia, had other purposes
than the stated objective to help
establish “democratic socialism.”

The aggressive plans culminated
in the installation, in the early
1980s, on the territory of West
Germany of the Pershing-II nucle-
ar-armed missiles, with a reach to
the Urals. This finally brought about
the capitulation of the Gorbachev
clique in the Soviet Union.

Since 1989 numerous imperial-
ist politicians, from West Germany’s
Secretary of State Egon Bahr to US
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger,
have openly acknowledged the
connection between “detente” and

massive armaments, to suit the
Reagan administration’s formula for
the destruction of the “evil empire.”

LIBERATION
MOVEMENTS

The colonial wars of NATO
member France in Vietnam and
Algeria sought to subjugate the
anti-colonial and patriotic forces.
The Korean war saw the participa-
tion of a number of NATO member
countries, and France could not
have sustained the dirty war in
Indochina without NATO’s backing.
Furthermore, the US aggression in
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia ben-
efited from NATO structures and
forces, including the use of West
Germany as its logistic “hinterland.”

The same happened in 1970,
when Jordanian troops, equipped
and advised by NATO, tried to break
Palestinian resistance in “Black Sep-
tember” when thousands of Pales-
tinian refugees were expelled from
Jordan. At German NATO bases in
Hesse and Palatinate, tanks and
armoured vehicles were painted in
desert camouflage colours.

The long, drawn-out colonial
war of the Portuguese fascists in
Angola, Mozambique, and Guin-
ea-Bissau would have ended with
the victory of the liberation army,
had it not been for NATO backing
of the colonial occupiers.

The Federal Republic of Ger-
many, with its long-standing sup-
port of the fascist Salazar regime
of Portugal since Hitler’s days, was
allocated a key role by NATO.

This was the reason why, in
1969, a commando of the Portu-
guese resistance blew up one of the
numerous speed-boats ordered by
Salazar, in the port of Hamburg, at
the military wharf of Blohm & Voss.

When, in 1981, Iranians
besieged the US embassy in
Tehran, the West German military
and those of other NATO nations,
began to mobilise their reserves.

According to the then West Ger-
many’s Attorney-General Dehler,
the introduction of “lightning
laws,” which led to the persecution
and jailing of tens of thousands of
communists and anti-fascists, was
a “sacrifice of freedom for the war
in Korea.”

The NATO diversionist and
terrorist organisation ‘Gladio’ has
worked without scruples in every
federal state and continues to do
so. Its range of operations included
fascist conspiratorial plans and the
bloody “strategy of tension” in Italy.

Even ‘neutral’ Switzerland inte-
grated itself into this anti-people’s
program with its own conspiratorial
Gladio group, and has long par-
ticipated in NATO staff exercises.

In April 1967 when Gladio
cadres, in conjunction with NATO
command centres, prepared the fas-
cist putsch of the “Black Colonels”
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in Greece, it was an open secret that
in the port of Hamburg dozens of
NATO tanks were ready for ship-
ment to Piraeus and Thessaloniki.

NATO was further involved in
the Portuguese April revolution.
At the time NATO navies patrolled
the entrance to the port of Lisbon.

NATO was especially active
in supporting military fascism in
Turkey. There was the planning
centre for the putsch of 1971,
and during the second putsch in
September 1980 a multinational
NATO naval group was engaged
in strategic manoeuvres.

The fact is that the various fas-
cist and similar regimes in coun-
tries such as Portugal and Greece
until 1974, and Turkey, remain in
full conformity with NATO and its
claims of defending “freedom” and
“human rights.”

To complete the picture,
NATO’s agreements with all
member countries include the
secret additional clause that, in
case of “internal disturbances,”
there are provisions for Brussels
(NATO headquarters) to assume
direct powers.

As early as 1952 the US State
Department had declared that
“NATO exists in order to watch
over the security of its member
states, and security must be
understood as a totality. Internal
security is just as important as
external security.”

NATO has always been flexi-
ble in defining its treaty borders
— sometimes they are in the south
of Africa, sometimes in Vietnam,
more recently in Afghanistan. The
NATO bombing of Yugoslavia was
an example of the true nature of this

spearhead of imperialist aggression
with its adherence to the maxim of
imperialism: aggression internally
and externally.

YUGOSLAVIA

NATO’s bombing of Yugoslavia
lasted from 24 March to 10 June
1999. The aggression continued
after that in the form of a mili-
tary occupation under a United
Nations flag.

NATO air strikes killed 2,000
civilians and injured 6,000 (figures
are to 1 June). Damage to instal-
lations, houses, schools, hospitals,
etc, amounted to billions of dollars.

While there was a huge media
blitz covering the Albanian refu-
gees who were also casualties of
the war, almost nothing was said
about the Serbian casualties. They
were the enemy as far as the media
was concerned.

Twenty-three bridges and via-
ducts, a dozen railway lines, many
roads and eight airports were taken
out, in addition to more than 50
factories, two out of three refin-
eries, several dozen fuel depots
and a dozen power stations and
transformers.

About 30 administrative build-
ings, some 100 hospitals and med-
ical centres, nearly 200 schools
and thousands of residences were
destroyed. Earlier in the war 24
medieval monasteries, churches
and museums were hit.

Some 600,000 people lost their
jobs due to the bombing, putting
more than two million into poverty.

The Serbian Red Cross esti-
mated that more than 200,000
people were forced to leave their
homes because they have been

destroyed or in fear that they were
to be the next target.

Madeleine Albright, the US
Secretary of State, declared that
the Serbs needed “a little bombing
to see reason.”

At the largest demonstration
in the US, 10,000 anti-war pro-
testers marched on 5 June from
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington, DC to the Pentagon.

Former US Attorney-General
Ramsey Clark said: “We must abol-
ish NATO. It is a relentless killing
machine made up of the former
colonial powers who enslaved
Africa, Asia, and Latin America.”

NATO violated international
laws and trampled on the United
Nations Charter. The real purpose
of the war — the destruction of
Yugoslavia — was the US-NATO
agenda.

The NATO occupying forces
were called “peace-keepers,” but
warmongers and aggressors cannot
be peace-keepers.

NATO carved up Kosovo into
zones of occupation by the US,
Britain, Germany, Italy, and France
and set up Pristina’s military airfield
as NATO HQ.

Protests against NATO forces
were not confined to Kosovar Serbs.
US marines encountered hostile
crowds in Greece which had been
consistent in its opposition to
bombing, despite being a NATO
member itself.

“Killers, go home” said the signs
greeting US marines landing on a
Greek beach. Canadian troops had
to disembark at night with flak vests
and helmets on as a precaution
against anti-war protesters. &
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Unions to back land-rights fight
‘whatever the cos?t’

The Native Title Tribunal has cleared
the way for multinational mining
behemoth Santos to commence min-
ing the Pilliga Forest for gas in the
face of opposition from Traditional
Owners, the Gomeroi people.

For nearly a decade, Gomeroi Tra-
ditional Owners have expressed serious
concerns about the devastating cultural
and environmental impact that Santos
mining in the Pilliga Forest will have on
their land.

The recent decision at the Native Title
Tribunal effectively means that Traditional
Owners’ concerns will be completely dis-
missed in favour of Santos’ plans to mine
gas for sale into global markets.

Since Gomeroi Traditional Owners
first blew the whistle on the project, they
have been strongly supported by a large
and sometimes unusual cross section of
the community, from major land holders
in the area through to environmentalists,
teachers, healthcare professionals, trades-
people and their unions.

Unions NSW President Vanessa Sea-
grove expressed deep disappointment with
the ruling, saying that “the right to land is
fundamental to the cultural identity and
survival of Indigenous peoples. The ruling
is a stark reminder of the ongoing strug-
gles faced by First Nations communities
in asserting their rights.”

“Nurses and midwives must use our
voice to advocate for real action on climate
change — this means no new fossil fuel
extraction should occur. The NSWNMA
commits our ongoing support for the right
of the traditional owners of this land to have

Assistant General Secretary of the NSW
Nurses and Midwives Association.

The decision was also condemned
by the Independent Education Union of
Australia (IEUA) and the Electrical Trades
Union (ETU). David Towson, Deputy Sec-
retary of the IEUA NSW/ACT Branch said
that the IEUA “acknowledges the tenacity
and courage of the Gomeroi in their David
and Goliath struggle against Santos.”
The union committed to supporting the
Gomeroi “against Santos’ plans to inflict
environmental and cultural vandalism on
the Pilliga.”

Allen Hicks, Secretary of ETU NSW
condemned the decision as “disgraceful”
and said it would undermine First Nation
land rights and reduce job security to work-
ers involved in nearby renewable energy
zone projects.”

“This is a catastrophic failure of justice
for the Gomeroi people. State and Federal
governments could have ended this trav-
esty years ago but have instead decided to
side with a multinational behemoth over
our own First Nations community. If the
government doesn’t take action to fix this,
then the union movement will. We will do
what we have to in order to stop this pro-
ject. Make no mistake, we will not stand by
while faceless multinational corporations
trash cultural and natural heritage,” said
Paul Keating, Sydney Branch Secretary of
the Maritime Union of Australia. Hicks
pointed out that renewable projects were
set to create over 13,000 local jobs, but
that Santos’ coal seam gas project would
undermine the skills and supply chain
needed.”

their voice heard,” said Michael Whaites,

Maritime Union of Australia @

Threatened Pilliga Mouse. Photo: Justin McDowell/Lock The Gate — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

NSW: Minns public servants dodge scrutiny

Peter Farmer

A caravan filled with explo-
sives and a note listing Jew-
ish-owned properties turned
out to be a staged hoax.

Now a parliamentary inquiry
into the affair is trying to find out if
the state’s attorney general, police
minister and Premier knew that
police considered that the caravan

was a setup. It’s not an academic
question — the NSW government
used the caravan affair as a ration-
ale for passing laws that seriously
eroded rights in the state.

Staff from the three politicians’
offices gave what Paul Gregoire of
Sydney Criminal Lawyers considers
a masterclass in avoiding direct
answers.

Chris Minns and deputy police

WWwWWw.cpa.org.au

minister Hudson revealed the car-
avan’s existence during a dramatic
press conference, with Minns
saying “there was only one way
of calling it out and that is terror-
ism.” Testimony from the deputy
police minister suggests that Minns
had already been told that police
thought the caravan was a setup.
The Australian Federal Police
had told Hudson he was right to

suspect that the caravan was a
setup — involving organised crime
trying to get a reduced punish-
ment in exchange for providing
information. Hudson has said the
AFP backed up his suspicions on
the same day that the anti-protest
and hate crime laws were passed.

Simon Draper, secretary of the
NSW Premier’s Department was
asked why the government didn’t

at least pause the laws when the
public and the government alike
knew that the caravan could well
be a hoax. No answer was given. It
seems most likely that the govern-
ment just wanted to pass the laws.

The inquiry goes on for now,
although Minns is doing his best
to have it discontinued. &

Victoria’s Budget slammed for
‘fiscal injustice and bad policy’

FK

The Victorian government
is celebrating a Budget they
say is “Focused On What
Matters Most,” but from the
Victorian Aboriginal Legal
Service’s (VALS) point of view
it appears what matters most
in the justice space to this gov-
ernment is doubling down
on repeating mistakes of the
past by continuing to expand
investment in police and cor-
rections — rather than commit-
ting to long term investment
in early intervention supports
and culturally safe legal ser-
vices, both of which would
assist the Victorian govern-
ment in finally meeting its
Closing the Gap commitments.

VALS says they have seen
“consecutive blows of regressive
and punitive legislative reforms
impacting Aboriginal communities
since Jacinta Allan took the helm.”

They warn that the government
continues to ignore warnings about
the “inevitable harms” Indigenous
communities will experience as a
direct result of ill-informed policy
decisions.

While the allocation of $7.7
million over two years for Regional
Justice Hubs is welcome, the short
period of this funding poses sig-
nificant risks for VALS’ ability to
continue a high standard of legal
assistance, culturally safe spaces,
and a dedicated workforce. The
two-year funding period is in stark
contrast to much longer periods for
mainstream legal services.

VALS has been calling for
increased funding for Balit Ngulu, a
specialised youth program. Demand
for this youth practice has grown
significantly due to a 300% increase
of Balit Ngulu clients being held
on remand since June last year.
The government announced an
additional $1.6b for implementing
new bail laws. VALS received 0.5%

of that even though Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples repre-
sent 14.5% of the prison population
in this state. “This government,”
VALS says, “would rather acquit
$36 million staffing an empty
prison for two and half years than
invest in the community supports
to stem the flow of numbers into
the criminal legal system.”

Nerita Waight, CEO of the Vic-
torian Aboriginal Legal Service,
said “The fight is not over, the work
continues because our people are
being disproportionately impacted
by this government’s ill-informed
policy and funding decisions.”

“Today the Victorian govern-
ment has shown once again that
the lives and futures of Aboriginal
children and young people don’t
matter, and this inequity is failing
our kids. Postcode injustice and
government inertia should not be
the difference between our kids get-
ting legal assistance and not.” &
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CPA-DFLP bilateral
meeting

Representatives of the International Depart-
ment of Communist Party of Australia, CPA,
and the Democratic Front for the Liberation
of Palestine, DFLP, held a bilateral meeting
to discuss the ongoing genocide in Gaza and
Israel’s actions against the Palestinian peo-
ple. The DFLP delegation shared informa-
tion about the ongoing situation, recognising
international solidarity and emphasising the
importance of solidarity and support for the
Palestinian cause. The CPA welcomed hear-
ing directly about all the aspects of the con-
flict, including protests, diplomatic efforts,
and future plans for continued collaboration
and action.

The CPA delegation, led by General Secretary
Andrew Irving, expressed our willingness to learn
from our Palestinian comrades, with the intention
of reporting back to the Central Committee in June.
Bilateral exchanges of this type not only assist us in
our understanding of the situation but helps us keep
our membership informed and activated. This also
gives us the opportunity to share our work on the
ground with comrades that we hope helps them in
maintaining hope.

We will not look away, Gaza is not alone.

MISREPRESENTATION OF
GAZA CONFLICT

Fathi Kulaib led the DFLP delegation reporting on
the ongoing conflict in Gaza and the West Bank. He
emphasised that the Western media misrepresents the

struggle as a defensive conflict against “the destruction
of the state of Israel or the Jewish people.” The truth is,
it is actually an imperialist Zionist-Palestinian conflict.
The war in Gaza has no military rationale or anything to
do with security or economics; it is a personal pursuit
for Netanyahu to maintain his power. The bilateral
meeting noted that 80 countries including Australia
and other traditional allies of Israel condemned Isra-
el’s actions against the Palestinian people.

ISRAEL-PALESTINE PEACE
SOLUTION NEEDED

Fathi Kulaib emphasised the need for a compre-
hensive solution involving the release of all political
prisoners. The DFLP delegation spoke in recognition
of the coverage of Gaza and more broadly Palestine
in Guardian, the Workers’ Weekly. The CPA agreed
to continue our coverage including publishing a
report on our meeting. They also expressed gratitude
for weekly protests in Australian and other western
cities against the genocide. They called for increased
pressure on Netanyahu’s government to reach a per-
manent ceasefire and a negotiated solution. Fathi
Kulaib concluded by expressing concern over Israel’s
plans to annex the West Bank with US support. Both
delegations agreed on the importance of continued
global support to counter this move.

The CPA delegation pledged its commitment to
continue the campaign for a permanent ceasefire and
to demand that the Australian government unilaterally
recognise the Palestinian state. &

Penny Wong
on the back foot

Peter Farmer

would continue to increase renew-
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In a demonstration of Pacific
solidarity, Penny Wong has
returned to the scene of her
maiden trip as foreign minis-
ter while making the first trip
of her second term.

However, at the Pacific Islands
Forum secretariat in Fiji’s capital
of Suva, she confronted the same
regional concerns over Australia’s
climate action and labour mobility
programs.

Senator Wong said she was
“inspired” by shared achievements
in the past three years, with “Aus-
tralia (working) hand-in-hand with
the Pacific family.”

She cited an increase in devel-
opment assistance to the region, at
$2.1 billion in this year’s budget,
and a spate of upgraded bilateral
agreements with Tuvalu, Nauru,
Fiji, Papua New Guinea, and others.

“We take our place in the Pacific
family seriously,” she said in an
address.

At a subsequent press confer-

ence, Senator Wong was forced onto
the back foot by Fijian journalists
pressing Australia on its commit-
ment to climate action.

There are growing voices in
the region — including government
leaders from Kiribati, Vanuatu, and
Palau — asking Australia to end its
lucrative practice of exporting fossil
fuels, particularly as it seeks to host
the UN’s major climate change
conference in 2026.

The senator didn’t address that
remote possibility, instead saying
Anthony Albanese’s government
deserved credit for actions taken
to date.

“We have been historically a
very fossil fuel-dependent economy
... and we have to transform it and
that is a big task,” she said.

“I often liken it to a large ship
being turned.

“There is no switch where we
flick off hydrocarbons and turn on
renewables. If that were the case,
the world would have been a much
easier place 20 years ago.”

Senator Wong said Australia

able energy projects and suggested
encouraging other countries to
reduce emissions.

“We will not hold to the targets
of 1.5 or 2 degrees unless all major
emitters hold to reaching that
target,” she said.

“China is the world’s largest
emitter. Its actions will determine
whether we can achieve our targets.
We all have to be part of it.”

Penny Wong sits in cabinet with
new environment minister Murray
Watt, who has just approved
Woodside’s North West Shelf exten-
sion. The Climate Council has called
the extension “a climate bomb that
would unleash 4.4 billion tonnes of
climate pollution.

Wong also addressed the issue
of labour mobility programs. While
the labour mobility programs are
valued in the Pacific for remittances,
travelling workers have faced abuse
and home countries also hold con-
cerns about lost skills. &

Peace and money

Say what you like about war, at least it's good for the economy,
right?

Wrong, but you could be forgiven for thinking otherwise. War
and war preparations do have an economic effect, that’s for
sure. People are employed, money is spent, jobs are created.
All true, although you could say the same about the interna-
tional drug trade. The image of war as an economic blessing is
helped along by governments trying to sell people on it. We see
this in Australia, particularly in South Australia where dangling
the carrot of submarine jobs has been a government tactic for
ages.

Another big selling point of war and preparations for war, is
that it seems real and tangible. That’s why we’ve seen so many
images of the ‘Bushmasters’ — big chunky rugged-looking
armoured vehicles. The jobs part of Defence is stressed a lot
too. A lot of military recruitment advertising material stresses
the multi-skilling aspect of military careers.

It's also part of popular folklore that there was a big econom-
ic boom after the Second World War finished. That’s kind of
true, but the boom was largely because we’'d stopped blowing
things up and returned to more productive pursuits like making
cars and selling wool. If you think about it, crediting the war for
an economic boom that came along after the war stopped is
like thanking your hangover for the first day without headaches
after the hangover has gone away.

All up, it's no wonder we think that military spending is an eco-
nomic boon.

It turns out to be untrue. At the heart of military spending is
two things — you'’re either blowing up the stuff you've paid for
(this includes some of the Bushmasters Australia donated to
Ukraine), or not using it.

According to Arthur West, a member of the Scottish Trade
Union Peace network, claims about the economic benefits
of military spending are overblown. Research by the Scottish
Trade Union Peace Network and CND has shown that military
spending has one of the lowest employment multipliers of all
economic categories.

This research has shown that investing in areas such as health
is around two and a half times more jobs-rich than investment
in military spending.

The same research also showed that investment in areas such
as construction and a number of other manufacturing sectors
is also far more jobs-rich than military spending. Money spent
on military hardware is money spent on a capital-intensive but
unproductive part of the economy. ‘Investment’ in military hard-
ware makes a fortune for arms companies, but doesn’t produce
anything useful.

Think about it. If we spend money on preventative health, that
means more healthy people who can work. It also means peo-
ple who don’'t need more expensive health care later on. More
people are employed.

UK Labour minister Dianne Abbott has spoken out against
the false promises being made by the British government as it
ramps up spending on ‘Defence.” There, the government has
decided to pay for a massive boost in military spending by cut-
ting foreign aid. She says that “cutting the aid budget to pay for
a rearmament drive ... will not add to our security and is morally
indefensible.”

This paper often reminds readers of the ‘opportunity cost’
if AUKUS — the things Australia could spend money on if we
weren’'t spending it on nuclear-powered submarines. It's worth
remembering that ‘employment multiplier’ too.

If the idea of a peace dividend is too vague for you, look at
China. While the US continues to be the largest spender on
arms by a mile, China has built fast trains, hospitals and renew-
able power at a rate never before seen in history. Those things
will be employing people and making life better long after the
US weapons have either been fired or rusted away.
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Disaster Nationalism:

Guardian

the downfall of liberal civilisation

by Richard Seymour

Eileen Whitehead

People like to bully and dominate — at least
many do. Does this mean that fascism is some-
thing that inevitably emerges from human
nature? It seems like a bit of a stretch, but
that’s what Richard Seymour seems to think
in Disaster Nationalism.

The overall thesis of the book is that there’s a new
kind of nationalism in town. It’s a nationalism with a
sense of catastrophe, the feeling that the world is racing
towards a crisis, and that nationalism and fascism is
the only reasonable response.

Seymour assumes that fascism is latent in humans,
whereas I see fascism being born in a political and
historical context. It was the child of the Blood and
Iron of capitalist rivalry during the imperialist war of
1914-1918. Rather than reduce fascism to a human
attribute in general it should be understood in the
context of capitalist barbarism and capitalist economic
crisis. The Nazis rose in the Thirties because German
Communists and Social Democrats were unable to
stem the tide. Perhaps Seymour is correct in suggesting
that today’s situation is similar in the rise of the Far
Right, although it’s a relief that he doesn’t just make
simplistic comparisons between the extreme nation-
alism of Trump, Orban, Modi, Le Pen and Bolsonaro
and Italy in the 1920s and Germany in the 1930s.

Seymour provides a wealth of detail to support his
argument, but there are conspicuous gaps. I was dis-
appointed that the ‘disaster nationalism’ he describes
emerges without any effective working class resistance.
For instance, Seymour sees no revolutionary mass
opposition to French racist Marine Le Pen, whereas
the left in France closed ranks and Greens and Social-
ists joined in an ‘awkward’ leftist alliance to fight the
snap election and acquired approximately 190+ seats
to Macron’s 160+, and Le Pen’s 135+. Similarly, in
the US, tens of thousands took to the streets against
Trump in various left-wing causes. Seymour did not
anticipate tens of thousands of workers demanding

democracy in Hungary, and recently we have seen
electoral setbacks for the right in Canada and Aus-
tralia. Seymour’s pessimism is misplaced.

In the UK, however, scapegoating immigrants
(something the Australian right hammers here in
connection with housing) did not stop millions of
workers voting for the left. 13 million people voted for
Jeremy Corbyn. Yet Seymour states that “features of
democracy lend themselves to ethnic nationalist fury
in which class antagonism is transposed into a zero
sum ethnic struggle.” He is nearer the point when he
comments that “the recent rise of right-wing nation-
alism has something to do with the economy, and
specifically with the global financial crash of 2008 ...
voters generally respond to financial crises by moving
to the right.”

The rise of ethnic nationalism is related to a crisis of
working-class representation, where the establishment
fails to defend the material interests of the working
class — in the context of austerity and the cost of living
crisis. Class politics includes a political dimension
e.g. a strike of doctors and nurses to defend the UK’s
National Health Service against government pay policy
and cuts is a political cause as well as economic battle.

There is currently a historically low level of class
struggle, but things can rapidly change. Seymour makes
the dubious historical claim that we are entering a “cycle
of national revanchism, long standing pathologies of
cruelty and deprivation, built into everyday life.” In
his conclusion he states that “Crises of capitalism are
generally also crises of the left in its habitual modes of
thinking and reproduction.” He supports this sweeping
assertion by observing that “an assortment of declassé
intellectuals and others from the left has flipped to a
version of far-right politics” as though selling out is
something new.

Nationalism does not always triumph over class,
and Seymours category of ‘disaster nationalism’ is a
theoretical overstretch. More importantly fascism is
resistible — it is not our fate. &
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Graham Holton

Buettner and Craig, two New York Times
investigative journalists, reveal how the 45th
and 47th US president, Donald Trump, was
given over US$400 million, lost it and gained
the illusion that he was a self-made billion-
aire. The authors trace how Trump’s father
Fred ripped off the US government and used
the media to become one of the richest men
in New York City.

Fred Trump, the son of German immigrants,
started in Queens, New York where he bought up
vacant lots. He later took advantage of the Federal
Housing Administration schemes to finance cheap
housing in the 1930s and 1940s. He made a fortune
by inflating construction costs, while skimping on
construction expenses and pocketing the difference,
on his FHA loans. Fred then set rents based on the
fictitious costs. The Brooklyn Daily Eagle called him
“a pariah feeding on government largesse and goug-
ing his tenants.”

Young Donald Trump learnt a lot from his father
on how to make big money from real estate. In 1976
Donald bought the Commodore Hotel turning it into
the Grand Hyatt, his first building in Manhattan. In
1990 Forbes took the self-proclaimed business genius
at his word and listed him as owning US$500 million,
despite him having lost millions in a stock market crash.
Gambling regulators listed the bankrupt casino owner’s

Lucky Loser:

How Donald Trump squandered his father’s fortune
and created the illusion of success
by Russ Buettner and Susanne Craig

have filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy notice six times.

Donald Trump maintains that his father “gave
me a very small loan in 1975.” Examining tax returns
and documents, the authors show his father gave him
US$413 million, transferred through elaborate tax eva-
sion schemes. In 2003 the television producer, Mark
Burnett, made Trump the star of the heavily scripted
reality TV show, The Apprentice. The show paid him
US$200 million over thirteen years. Trump turned
to golf courses and again lost money. His fortune fur-
ther evaporated through legal judgments, including
an IRS audit bill that may cost him US$100 million.

By 2011 his licensing deals were falling away. In
2015 he decided to run for president against Hillary
Clinton. On the campaign trail he insisted “I am really
rich.” His public appearance made this appear so,
and he used that image to ensure the followers of his
personality cult voted for him. Despite his attacks on
Latin American immigrants, women and the disabled,
Trump won the election in 2016.

In regards to his business acumen the authors
conclude that Trump, “would have been better off
betting on the stock market than on himself.” What
Trump wanted was a worldwide audience and being
president gives him that, no matter how badly he
wrecks the US economy and national institutions.

By now, the Trump story is well known, but the
Buettner and Craig use tax records, documents and
interviews to add a lot of new detail and piece together
the truth of what Donald Trump is — a great illusionist.
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worth at only US$205.7 million. Trump’s companies

A book well worth reading. &

An Ode to Latrell Mitchell

Denis Doherty

Latrell Mitchell is a contro-
versial figure in the NRL and
has had several run ins with
the judiciary of the game.
However, he is undeniably
an outstanding athlete and an
extremely talented player in
his chosen sport. The annoy-
ing thing about talented play-
ers is that they seem to have
so much time to make their
moves, Mitchell personifies
this trait. When he plays there
is sometimes the appearance
of nonchalance and disinter-
est. Whether or not this is
his way of keeping calm and
focused, it does look like lazi-
ness from afar.

Keenly watching every move in
the game, Mitchell inserts himself
just at the right time and often with
devastating effect. In a recent Bron-
cos game, a Bronco’s player broke
through the line at wonderful speed.
The line was open with Mitchell
the only full back to beat. Moving
effortlessly towards this player and

masterly shepherding the opponent
towards the touch line, Mitchell
picked up speed and tackled the
player around the ankles in a classic
try saving manoeuvre which ended
with the player and the ball going
out of play just a few metres from
the line. South Sydney was able to
take possession of the ball regroup
and to push back against a very
strong and determined side in the
Broncos.

Later in the game when the
scores were 14 all, during general
play around the halfway mark,
Latrell was passed the ball. Having
only a few seconds of clear time
to react, he deftly attempted a
field goal. The commentators said
it a was 45-metre kick others a
50-metre kick, but the kick was
straight and true and earned South
Sydney another 2 points to take
them to winning total by a whisker.
Again, the feat was performed with
consummate ease, and despite all
the jubilation of his team mates
Mitchell’s body language simply
said “see, that is how it is done.”

The game still had some

minutes to run, and the Broncos
were keen to reply to Mitchell’s
field goal. The game did not go
in the Bronco’s favour and South
Sydney found themselves close to
the Bronco’s line. South began a
foxing technique to run down the
clock so they could claim victory
without anymore effort. They
played slowly, got up slowly and
so on. In the final minute, Mitchell
in similar mode began the same
behaviour and lulled the Broncos
into momentary stupor. Suddenly
Mitchell sprang into life, ducked
dived and rolled over the try line.
A try!

Of course, Mitchell is the
‘kicker’ for South Sydney and again
he can convert tries from difficult
angles. He easily converted his
try, and the final score was South
Sydney 22 Brisbane Broncos 14.

The Broncos looked the stronger
team for much of the match, and
it was only the determination of
South Sydney’s team that managed
to hold onto a victory. A great team
effort enhanced by the brilliance of
Latrell Mitchell. &

Latrell Mitchell. Photo: FaceBook/ NRL on Nine
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International Meeting in Solidarity
with Cuba, anti-imperialism and
against the resurgence of fascism

Richard Titelius

After celebrating May Day in Revolu-
tion Square, international delegates
from 269 organisations represent-
ing 39 countries gathered to show
their support to the Cuban people,
the struggle against imperialism and
the resurgence of fascism. There were
over 110 delegates from the United
States alone, reflecting heightened
concerns about the impacts of Trump’s
reactionary regime and the role of
international solidarity as a bulwark
against oppression.

Mark Friedman from Hands off Cuba
spoke of the increasing crisis of capitalism
in the US and around the world. On May Day
there were demonstrations in over 700 cities
in the US involving over one million people,
the biggest mass mobilisation in the US since
the killing of George Floyd by a white police
officer in 2020. Friedman called for an end
to the blockade of Cuba, the removal of Cuba
from the list of states who sponsor terrorism,
and for the US to get out of Guantanamo.
Friedman added that more than 10,000
Cubans had recently arrived in the US and
they were more open to progressive thinking.
A majority of Cuban Americans now oppose
the US blockade of Cuba.

A Chinese delegate said the US should
stop using concern for human rights as a
pretext for interfering in the affairs of other
countries. The delegate from South Africa
spoke from experience of global exploitation
and an enemy which can adapt and mutate.
The vultures of imperialism choose to divide
countries and people in order to gain advan-
tage and profits for themselves. The world
needs societies rooted in justice and freedom.

It was shameful to include Cuba on the list
of countries who sponsor state terrorism.

Lucia Costa Maia, President of the Con-
struction and Forestry Federation of Brasil
spoke of the example Cuban healthcare pro-
vides to those living ‘in the belly of the beast’
(Latin America), many of whom go without.

Wanda Ebelice from Puerto Rico empha-
sised the need to keep putting pressure on
the US to lift the blockade. Angel Vlad Cas-
tillo from the Instituto Simon Bolivar from
Venezuela acknowledged the need to con-
tinue to support the Cuba of Che, the Cuba
of Fidel and the Cuba of José Marti. Castillo
said that his organisation was against the
genocide of the people of Palestine and for
the struggle for peace and solidarity amongst
peoples. The people of the world needed to
march together to show how resistance and
insistence can bring about change. Robert
Miller, Director of the Campaign in Support
of Cuba in the United Kingdom, said the
Trump administration was likely to ramp up
its sanctions and other strategies to hamper
support for political and economic change.

The General Secretary of Movement for
National Regeneration of Mexico, Carolina
Rangel Gracida (Morena) and also member
of the National Political Party of Mexico said
Cuba was the example of how another world
is possible — the fight for dignity, humanity,
and equality. Rangel said that Mexico through
the government of President Claudia Shein-
baum maintains a policy of solidarity with
Cuba. Rangel also signed an agreement of
exchange and cooperation between Morena
and the Communist Party of Cuba.

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel con-
cluded the speeches by recalling the words of
Fidel Castro of a better world not only being
possible but also necessary.

Richard Titelius at the meeting.

Diaz-Canel added that the war by Israel
against Palestine was being carried out with
the support and complicity of the USA. He
also gave a special thanks to all the people
from South America especially from Brazil,
Chile, Uruguay, and Mexico, as well as to the
German Communist Party and the African
delegates.

Graciela Ramirez an Argentine living
in Cuba gave a passionate speech about the
need to continue supporting Palestine in its
struggle for freedom and dignity — especially

for what is happening to the children of Pal-
estine who represent the future of that nation.
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel
presented the Medal of Friendship to Chery
Labash Co-President of the National Network
of Solidarity of Cuba with the United States
and to Andre Chassaigne representative
of the French National Assembly and also
President of the France — Cuba Friendship
Group. The event was rounded out by the
Cuban children’s group ‘Colmena.” &

A Carruthers

The United States of America
is a genocidal country. It’s still
in the grip of white suprem-
acism. More and more the
forces of resistance in Aus-
tralia and around the world
are recognising this fact,
especially after Trump’s com-
ments to South African leader
Cyril Ramaphosa. On the
broad Left, we have achieved
a remarkable unity in our bid
to expose the US and Israel,
their brutality and imperial-
ism. Part of the success has
been this focus — to never
keep our eyes off the main
problems: Israel’s genocide
and US imperialism.

This unity in action will
continue.

But something the Left could do
better is support forces of resistance
in Palestine itself. Communists call
this proletarian internationalism.
The premise is quite simple: offer
support to forces of resistance
in the country, and call for unity
between class and progressive
forces in countries suffering under
imperialism or genocide. Just as
we want to achieve unity in our

Op-Ed: We must support
progressive forces in Palestine

movement, we should support
unity in Palestine.

Before Syria’s National Pro-
gressive Front collapsed late last
year due to “Timber Sycamore,”
the long CIA-led operation to
destroy the Syrian government,
there were communists, social-
ists, and nationalists in the Syrian
government. These groups never
received support, moral or other-
wise from progressive movements
in the West. Many groups in the
West didn’t even know about it.
Worse, many did not know what
concrete contributions they made
to Syrian social development in
trying, and ultimately untenable
conditions.

Now the country is in chaos,
ethnic groups are being massacred,
and the US and Turkey have moved
in to take their spoils.

It is absolutely imperative that
we do not make this mistake for
Palestine. There are groups within
the Palestinian Liberation Organi-
sation (PLO) that desperately need
our support now.

The PLO isn’t a united body,
and Palestine at large isn’t united
either. To win victory, unity is
absolutely necessary. It is not our
job as supporters of the Palestinian

revolutionary war to pick sides or
make quarrels. Our job is to help
Palestinian unify and centralise its
progressive forces.

China and Russia have been
lately attempting to unify the Gazan
and West Bank forces, the Hamas
and PLO, knowing that in reality,
this unity will save thousands, per-
haps millions of lives.

Very little is said in media or
commentary about the PLO, except
alarmist or negative rhetoric. The
PLO has an extraordinary, and very
complex history. It is composed of
a Fatah majority, with its leader
Mahmood Abbas being from that
national liberation movement, with
the PFLP (Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine), a com-
munist party, the second largest
group. There are also Ba’athist,
pan-Arabist, and other socialist and
nationalist forces in the PLO, many
with heroic histories, support from
the masses and among the people.
They have sizable memberships,
and presence in militant armies.

The conflict between secular-
ist, or secular socialist, and revo-
lutionary Islamist groups across
Palestine and between Gaza and
the West Bank has a long history,
dating back to the changes in the

region especially in the late twen-
tieth century. But there is a lot
more in common between these
movements than is given credit
for. Groups within the PLO have
been unwavering in their support
for the resistance in Gaza, and
uncompromising in their support
for total liberation.

The basis for unity is there. We
need to raise awareness about it,
and do what we can to encourage it.

We must support the commu-
nist, socialist, and nationalist forces
in Palestine. We should not assume
they are all corrupt, or just repeat
things we have heard in Western
media about them. We should
approach this topic with humility.
We should study the history care-
fully. There is an unwillingness
to even consider the history, the
immensity of struggle and leader-
ship of the resistance. There is an
anarchistic streak that sees any
and all revolutionary leadership
as betrayal or corruption.

This must end. It will end. It
will when our movement takes a
deeper and more mature look at the
situation, and when the movement
for peace and liberation becomes
more materialist and historicist in
its approach. It is long past time

that we completely ignore the US,
Israel and the West every time they
vote against a Palestinian state.
We should insist that Palestine is
a State, even if its borders are still
in flux, even though it is under
siege, even though sovereignty is
not achieved, even though it doesn’t
govern over all its territories, and
even though the reparations of the
genocide have not yet begun. It is
a State, and it always will be a
State. Palestine should already be
a State in the eyes of the world. It
deserves the honour of statehood.
We should want to end the anarchy
once and for all. We should support
the State of Palestine, as complex
as its forces of governance are, for
the good of the Palestinian people
as a whole.

Just as we support First Nations
liberation in Australia, so too will
we support the forces of national
liberation in Palestine.

Long live the progressive, com-
munist, socialist, and nationalist
forces in Palestine.

Long live the militants and the
martyrs, all those who died for
the glorious cause of Palestinian
liberation.

For a strong, stable, secure, and
sovereign State of Palestine! &
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Far-right defeated
after 10-hour
stand-off in Glasgow

Anti-fascists stood firm in a
10-hour stand-off and finally
sent the far-right Great Brit-
ish National Strike packing
on 24 May this year.

Fifty years to the day since Scot-
tish trade unionists united to picket
a meeting of the fascist National
Front at the city’s Kingston Halls,
several hundred anti-racists faced
off against 350 gathering in support
of the far-right front Great British
National Strike.

While many of those standing
with the far right labelled them-
selves “concerned grandmothers”
drafted in from across Scotland,
among their number were a hand-
ful of fascist agitators, including a
known commander in the loyalist
terrorist organisation the UDA and

a known former National Front
member.

Anti-racist groups held the
line until 10.30pm, by which time
far-right numbers had dwindled to
about half a dozen, who soon left
“tired and demoralised.”

Hailing it as a significant vic-
tory, Stand Up to Racism’s Phil
Taylor told the Star: “The far-right
Great British Strike had promised to
rally its supporters on the Buchanan
Street steps, taking control of a
space that is totemic for trade
union, anti-war, pro-Palestine
assemblies.

“They failed, as several hundred
counter-demonstrators from all
walks of life linked arms blocking
them.

“Repeated appeals to the police

to disperse the rapidly dwindling
number fell on deaf ears.

“After 10 hours of protest, of
speeches, chants, music and dance,
anti-racists scored their second
victory when six bedraggled racists
were eventually moved on.”

In a challenge to both activists
and police, Taylor said: “Lessons
must be learned. Our mobilisations
against the far right, some giving
Nazi salutes, making racist and
misogynistic insults and physical
threats, must be bigger.

“Political pressure must be
brought to bear on the police to stop
indulging racists disseminating hate
and division and inciting violence.”
Moming Star &

A lot of media outlets like to ‘both-sides’ Israel’s assault on Palestinians, calling it a
‘conflict’ or an ‘Israel-Gaza’ war. For the both-sides fans out there, here’s a simple
graphic showing the balance of forces.

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA BLOCKADE

ON CUBA

4:15pm till 5:00pm Tuesday 17 June
USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney
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Global Briefs

CUBA has reaffirmed its commitment to international solidar-
ity on multiple fronts in the face of growing aggression from
the US. In a meeting at the Cuban embassy in Madrid, Cuban
officials and Spanish solidarity groups discussed Cuba’s med-
ical aid programs, which span more than 65 years of service
across 165 countries. Cuba, Barbados, and the United Nations
World Food Fund Office conducted successful field trials of
the Cuban developed rodenticide Biorat, which aims to be
an ecological and sustainable alternative to current pest con-
trol methods. Prime Minister Terrance Drew of Saint Kitts and
Nevis has highlighted the crucial role of Cuba in Caribbean
cooperation, drawing attention to Cuban education programs
which help working-class Caribbean students pursue higher
education. Drew called for this spirit of cooperation to lead the
Caribbean region through the difficulties of climate justice, eco-
nomic development, and education for all.

PANAMA: Workers, students, Indigenous groups, and social
organisations have redoubled their protests against the neo-
liberal regime of President José Raul Mulino. Specific targets
of the protests include Law 462, a social security reform
which raises the retirement age, cuts pensions, and opens the
door for mass privatisation. The National Union of Workers
of Construction and Similar Industries (SUNTRACS), teach-
ers, and healthcare professionals have led the charge against
Law 462, calling for health and retirement to be recognised
as rights, not opportunities for profit. Other issues include
secretive deals between the US and Panama, which seek to
establish US military bases on Panamanian soil and allow US
warships free travel through the Panama Canal. The govern-
ment’s plan to reopen the Cobre Panama coal mine, the largest
open-pit mine in Central America, has also been cause for pub-
lic uproar.

HAITI: Ongoing armed violence has resulted in the closure of
over 1,600 schools, impacting the education of over 243,000
children, according to Farhan Haq, Deputy Spokesperson
for UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres and the United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA). This represents a 60% increase in school closures
over just a few months. Haitian and UN authorities have
renewed calls for international aid for education funding, high-
lighting temporary learning spaces, school kits for at least
100,000 children, mental health support, improved water and
sanitation infrastructure, and security measures as priorities for
maintaining access to education during the continuing crisis.

USA: The ‘Enhanced Games’, an Olympics alternative which
supports the use of performance-enhancing drugs, has been
announced for 2026 in Las Vegas. Founded by Australian
businessman Aron D’Souza and funded by a rogues gallery
of billionaires, the Enhanced Games has also received invest-
ment from Donald Trump Jr, who said that “This is about
excellence, innovation, and American dominance on the
world stage — something the MAGA movement is all about.”
International sporting and sports medicine organisations have
widely condemned the event. China’s Global Times said that
behind the event is “a deeply troubling industrial model target-
ing the human body — one where pharmaceutical companies,
tech capital, entertainment media, and political lobbying groups
converge.” Other commentators have noted that allowing drugs
only worsens the financial inequality of opportunity present in
international sports. Despite the evident chaos of the USA’s
own anti-doping oversight, the US previously awarded itself
incredible, unilateral and extraterritorial powers over interna-
tional sport through its Rodchenkov Anti-Doping Act.

China: New guidelines released by 19 government agen-
cies aim to improve support for China’s aging population. The
guidelines include volunteer service programs where seniors
can support underdeveloped regions, the expansion of China’s
senior universities network, and the development of older adult
sport events and travel-based elderly care programs. China
had over 310 million people aged 60 or over at the end of
2024, more than a fifth of the entire population.
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Trump re-focusses

US strategy on China

Nicola Lawlor

China’s economy is now 23% larger than
the US according to the IMF. China is the
largest trading partner with Africa, the
Middle East, Latin America, and Japan.
It’s the EU’s third largest trading part-
ner. The Belt and Road Initiative has gone
from strength to strength since 2013 and is
the centrepiece of Chinese foreign policy,
promising investment in key infrastruc-
ture without political or military inter-
ference that was and is a hallmark of US
investment abroad — investment without
the “Washington consensus” imposed.

China has pioneered the concept of the ‘ecolog-
ical civilisation,” placing sustainability and, indeed,
ecological renewal at the centre of economic and
social development popular with many countries
currently facing the extremes of climate change.
This stands in stark contrast to the US, where
banks have withdrawn from ‘green sustainability
goals’ and have minimal green targets besides.
Indeed, some US states have even pursued legal
action against banks which lent at more favoura-
ble rates to carbon-reducing businesses, arguing
it was discrimination against polluters!

The US makes clear in their foreign policy
strategy documents, available for all to see, that
their priority is US interests at home and abroad:

“[OJur goal is to protect United States’ vital
national interests, as articulated in the four pil-
lars of the 2017 National Security Strategy of
the United States of America (NSS). We aim to:
(1) protect the American people, homeland, and
way of life; (2) promote American prosperity;
(3) preserve peace through strength; and (4)
advance American influence ... United States
policies are designed to protect our interests and
empower our institutions.”

The NSS demands that the United States
“rethink the policies of the past two decades —
policies based on the assumption that engagement
with rivals and their inclusion in international
institutions and global commerce would turn them
into benign actors and trustworthy partners. For
the most part, this premise turned out to be false.

“The CCP has chosen instead to exploit the
free and open rules-based order and attempt to
reshape the international system in its favour ...
The CCP’s expanding use of economic, political,
and military power to compel acquiescence from
nation states harms vital American interests
and undermines the sovereignty and dignity
of countries and individuals around the world.

“The United States is committed to rebalancing
the United States-China economic relationship.”

Clearly, no other country is allowed to expand
its economic reach or present a viable alternative
for countries to “partner” with. The US will not
allow this.

This new Cold War, driven by the US, is sig-
nificantly different and more complex than the
original Cold War. During the first Cold War,
levels of US and Soviet interconnection were very
low. There was virtually no trade or labour/supply
chain integration. Today’s conflict between the
US and China is significantly different. Trade,
debt, technology, labour, and supply chains are
all heavily integrated between the two econo-
mies and major corporations. Chinese students
represent the largest cohort of foreign students
in the US today.

Recognising that the US establishment is highly
class conscious, strategic and well organised, we
can see the shift in Trump policy with regards
to both Russia and China as both deliberate and
strategic. In order to refocus the US on its primary
enemy, China, and prepare for the economic war-
fare being unleashed currently, the US arguably
wants to isolate China and neutralise its poten-
tial allies. Hence, the Trump regime is seeking
to resolve the Russia-Ukraine war, recognising
some of the claims of the Russian state, perhaps
to bring them closer to the US and away from
China. Even with regard to Europe, you can view
the announcement of massive tariffs, and then
the pause on same, as a scare tactic reminding
Europe which side they should be on.

Thus, rather than seeing Trump’s moves as
random, or even idiotic, we should view them in
the context of the US’ new Cold War against China.
Socialist Voice @
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Trump uses ‘sliver’

China, Latin America, the

to get past the law Caribbean: fighting climate

Graham Holton

President Donald Trump has
turned over to the Department
of Defence the Roosevelt Res-
ervation to be used as a mili-
tary base. This sliver of federal
land, 18 metres wide by 290
kilometres long, is a fed-
eral buffer zone that extends
from California to New Mex-
ico along the US-Mexico bor-
der. The base allows 3,000
troops, including a general
support aviation battalion, to
detain illegal migrants along
the border. Using the land as
an army base gets around the
Posse Comitatus Act which
forbids US troops to be used
in domestic law enforce-
ment on US soil. Technically

these troops are protecting
military installations from
trespassers, allowing them
to enforce immigration law.
Dozens of people have already
been detained.

Border experts and civil liber-
ties advocates say it “is yet another
aspect of Trump’s aggressive sei-
zures of power, particularly when
it comes to sealing the border and
pursuing mass deportation of immi-
grants.” Vicki Gaubeca, associate
director for US immigration and
border policy at Human Rights
Watch said “There’s a lot of human
rights concerns around using the
military, which is basically trained
for war, versus using law enforce-
ment that’s trained to do civilian
enforcement.” &

communist.party.australia

change without sacrificing
growth or justice

The Fourth Ministerial Meet-
ing of the China-CELAC [Com-
munity of Latin American and
Caribbean States] Forum,
which was held in Beijing this
May, saw Chinese President
Xi Jinping joined by Colom-
bian President and current
CELAC president Gustavo
Petro, Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva, Chilean
President Gabriel Boric, and
President of the New Develop-
ment Bank and former Brazil-
ian President Dilma Rousseff
in addressing the opening
ceremony.

In his speech, Brazilian Presi-
dent Lula da Silva said: “Over the
past decade, ties between Latin
America and the Caribbean and
China have grown stronger. China
is now CELAC’s second-largest
trading partner and one of the
region’s most important sources
of foreign direct investment. Funds
from Chinese financial institutions
surpass the loans offered by the
World Bank or the Inter-American
Development Bank. Partnership

with China has become a dynamic
force in the regional economy.”

He added: “Chinese demand
was one of the driving forces behind
the growth we experienced at the
beginning of the century. We made
significant advances in reducing
poverty and inequality. It was
during this time that we finally
looked around us and united to
create UNASUR [Union of South
American Nations] and CELAC.

“During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Chinese vaccines and med-
ical supplies helped us protect our
populations. Only through greater
coordination among ourselves can
we fully harness the potential of
Sino-Latin American and Caribbean
cooperation.

“This is especially evident in
infrastructure. Chinese support is
decisive for moving forward with
highways, railways, ports, and
transmission lines. But the eco-
nomic viability of these projects
depends on our ability to coordinate
as a region and give these initiatives
regional scale.”

Lula noted that, “For centuries,

resources extracted from Latin
America and the Caribbean
enriched other parts of the world.
We now have a chance to do things
differently,” and particularly
emphasised: “Latin America, the
Caribbean, and China can show
the world that it is possible to fight
climate change without sacrificing
economic growth and social justice.
COP30, to be held in Belém, in the
state of Par4, at the heart of the
Amazon, aspires to be a turning
point in the implementation of cli-
mate commitments and in building
trust in collective solutions.”

In concluding, he said that he
wanted to, “issue a call to all com-
rades of Latin America: There is no
way out for any country on its own.
We have 500 years of history that
prove this. Either we unite among
ourselves and seek partners will-
ing to build a shared world with
us, or Latin America will remain a
region synonymous with poverty
in today’s world.”

Friends of Socialist China &
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Cuba defends
medical brigades

Havana: The first Cuban med-
ical brigade was established
on 23 May 1963, when doctors
were sent to Algeria, despite
having earlier sent over 50
health professionals to help
recovery actions in Chile, after
the Valdivia earthquake, in
1960. The brigade happened
shortly after the mass exo-
dus of doctors from Algeria
because of France’s with-
drawal after independence.

Cuba’s international medical
collaboration, which according
to national authorities gathers
the spirit of altruism and the
solidarity vocation of its people,
has taken on another dimension
since the triumph of the Revolu-
tion in 1959, a turning point in the
country’s medical sector because
of the migration of over half of the
6,286 professionals in service at
the time.

From that month of May 1963,
Cuban doctors, paramedics, tech-
nologists and other specialists
began to arrive in all the countries

of the world, especially those places
where other doctors and paramed-
ics could not or simply refused to
go. From the beginning it was made
clear; Cuba does not use its medical
outreach as a diplomatic weapon
nor a means of political proselytism
nor an incentive for commercial
relations or sale of services. Health
authorities affirm that the medical
collaboration is offered expecting
nothing in return, governed by
purposes such as meeting the needs
of recipient countries, promoting
true integration, strengthening
infrastructures that help health
systems’ sustainable growth and
benefiting populations settled in
remote or overlooked areas.
Ethics, humanism, altruism,
support, generosity, nobility, and
other values fill the luggage of the
collaborators who, by the hundreds
of thousands, provide their services
in more than one hundred nations
in Africa, America, Asia, and also
Europe. Along with collaboration,
Cuba promotes the training of doc-
tors, nurses and professionals in

other specialties with the opening of
educational centres in almost every
nation where its brigades offer their
services. Cuba also welcomes and
prepares youngsters from different
countries in undergraduate and
postgraduate programs.

The small nation’s medical
outreach and collaboration has
received a flood of grateful testi-
monies. Some US politicians have
accused the Cuban government of
enslaving health professionals and
getting rich from their work and
talent, in an effort to discredit the
nature of the Cuban medical col-
laboration. Against this, the voices
of President Miguel Diaz-Canel,
head of Parliament Esteban Lazo;
Minister of Foreign Affairs Bruno
Rodriguez, and other Cuban gov-
ernment and party leaders, resound
in national and international
forums. Their voices are joined by
the opinions many countries and
organisations in the Caribbean and
Latin America especially.

The Havana Reporter &

Cuban jazz found
‘inconsistent’
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Half the Sky

The Clark College Jazz Band of Washington
State planned to visit Cuba to learn about
Cuban jazz and share experiences with local
music students, but the trip was blocked at the
last minute by the US Treasury Department’s
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC).

Clark’s students had planned to travel to Cuba
through a general “support for the Cuban people”
license, which, unlike a specific license, does not
require OFAC authorisation. But when the school sent
a wire transfer to the tour company organising the trip,
Bank of America froze the payment and reported it
to OFAC. Clark College then requested the funds be
released and applied to OFAC for a specific license for
the trip. Two days before the group was scheduled to
travel, OFAC denied the school’s request.

OFAC’s 25 March letter denying the license claimed
that Clark’s request “to attend several presentations on
Cuban jazz music and participate in musical cultural
exchanges with Cuban musical students ... would be
inconsistent with US government policy.”

The letter does not explain why. But it does hint
at who made this determination: the decision was

made “after careful consideration, including consul-
tation with the US Department of State.” The State
Department is headed by Cuban-American hardliner
Marco Rubio.

Since Donald Trump’s inauguration, multiple
travelers have reported harassment at Florida airports
upon returning to the US. Meanwhile, travel from
Cuba to the US has become more difficult. Recently,
Cuban music students were denied US visas to visit
Berkeley High School.

Rubio’s allies Sen. Rick Scott (R-FL) and Rep.
Carlos Giménez (R-FL) have called for a full ban on
all travel to Cuba. A travel ban would hit families in
both countries.

Cuba-US cultural exchanges boomed during Oba-
ma’s ‘opening’ with Cuba. But the policy toward Cuba
under Trump and Biden has made relations between
artists in both countries more difficult. Nevertheless,
Cuban jazz musicians living in the US have continued
to maintain strong ties with Cuba, often supporting
Cuban students.
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‘Disposable people’

Tabitha Lean is a Gunditimara woman and abolitionist from South
Australia who has been criminalised by the so-called ‘justice’
system. Tabitha spoke at an International Women’s Day event in
Kaurna/Adelaide. The following are extracts from her speech about
the issues affecting criminalised women and girls. (See Half the
Sky, Guardian #2145 for more of her contribution.)

I am #177057. | am one of this country’s disposable people.

I have felt first-hand the violence of the prison system. | have
seen how it punishes, how it exiles, how it disappears women
and girls, especially Aboriginal women. And | have seen how
it does nothing to address the harm and violence that so many
of us have survived.

We must be clear: prisons and police do not keep women safe.
In fact, they are central to the violence that so many women
experience. The state’s response to women in crisis — women
fleeing violence, women struggling with poverty, addiction, or
homelessness — is not care, not support, but criminalisation.
Women are being punished for their survival.

Right now, over 3,000 women are imprisoned in this country.
More than a third of them are Aboriginal. Aboriginal women
are the most incarcerated group of people in this so-called
nation, locked up at 21 times the rate of non-Indigenous
women. They are five times more likely to be criminalised for
minor offences and sentenced more harshly by the courts.

This is not accidental. The prison system is not broken (in fact
that is one of my most hated phrases — please know the sys-
tem is not broken, it is not failing) — it is functioning exactly
as it was designed to. The criminalisation of Aboriginal peo-
ple has always been central to the colonial project. Policing
and imprisonment are not about justice or safety; they are part
of the machinery of colonial control. They are weapons of the
ongoing war against Aboriginal people, tools of land theft, of
genocide, of forced removal. The legacy of invasion is not con-
fined to history — it is alive today in our courts, our prisons,
and in the more than 600 deaths in custody since the Royal
Commission.

We must reject the idea that the solution to violence against
women is more police, more prisons, or tougher laws. We
know that these systems do not protect women — especially
the women most at risk. Instead, they target and harm women
who are already marginalised. Survivors of domestic and fam-
ily violence are being criminalised for defending themselves.
Women in poverty are being sent to prison for unpaid fines.
Mothers are being separated from their children. And we are
expected to accept this as justice?

Rightly, there will be discussions about the rising number of
women killed every year at the hands of men ... And notice-
ably absent, deafeningly silent — because there will be barely
a whisper, let alone a roar — will be the calls to end violence
against women in prison. No one at those corporate lunch-
es will talk meaningfully about the women being raped and
assaulted by prison officers every day. No one will stand up
and talk about the strip-searching of girls as young as ten in
children’s prisons. No one will speak of the state-sanctioned
brutality, the sexual violence, the coercive control masquerad-
ing as ‘corrections’ and ‘rehabilitation.’

We are the criminalised. The poor. The disabled. The Blak.
The unwell. The trans. The gender diverse. We are not fighting
to smash a glass ceiling — we are fighting to stay alive, while
hanging onto the hands of our women so they don’t disappear
through the cracks in the floors.

We must refuse to accept a world where some lives are
deemed disposable, and instead, commit to one where every-
one has the right to dignity, security, and self-determination.

Let’s all work towards a world where everyone has a real say
in shaping their future.

And until all women are free, none of us are.
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Israel’s final solution for Gaza

Vijay Prashad

In early May, the security cabinet of
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu met and agreed that Israel
would ‘capture’ Gaza and remove its
Palestinian population “to protect it.”
To achieve this policy of annexation
of Gaza, the Israelis tightened their
siege by preventing the entry of food,
water, electricity, and other humani-
tarian aid (they had already enforced
a blockade of aid since 2 March 2025).
Then, the Israelis began to bomb Gaza
with increased ferocity, with Israeli
ground forces gathering at the edge
of Gaza and entering in short bursts.
By 18 May, these Israeli ground forces
began measured entries into Gaza.
After intense pressure, the Netan-
yahu cabinet agreed to allow “basic
amounts” of food into Gaza. Mean-
while, the Israeli army released a
‘forced displacement’ order for the
people in Khan Younis.

There is a tangle of war crimes in the
paragraph above: 1. Population transfer in
an occupied territory is illegal. 2. Depriving
civilians of food, water, and electricity for
civilians is illegal. 3. Annexation of an occu-
pied territory is illegal. 4. Deliberately killing
civilians in a war zone is illegal.

It would be meaningless to recite chapter
and verse to prove this, since it is by now
well known that the Israelis have violated
every single one of the laws of war and that
their violations have been meticulously doc-
umented by the United Nations Special Rap-
porteur on the situation of human rights in
the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967.
Francesca Albanese in her annual report (and
in recent statements, where she has spoken
of a “stain on our collective humanity”) and
by Amnesty International in their report,
‘You Feel Like You Are Subhuman: Israel’s
Genocide Against Palestinians in Gaza.’ In
Amnesty’s recent annual report, there is the

chilling sentence: “the world has been made
audience to a live-streamed genocide.”

ERADICATION

The bombardments to prepare the way
for the annexation have been ferocious.
The Israeli bombs have eradicated entire
families of Palestinians. The word ‘eradi-
cate’ is generally used in reference to pests
or diseases. It is an ugly word. I am using it
here deliberately. It comes from the Latin
word eradicare, which means ‘to pull out
from the roots,” a botanical meaning that
now has far more sinister meanings when
used in reference to humans. ‘Eradicate’
sounds clinical when it refers to weeds, but
horrendous when applied to humanity, just
as clinical and bureaucratic as the term ‘The
Final Solution’ (when used to refer to the
horrendous genocide of the Jews in Europe).
Hitler used the terms ‘annihilation’ (Ver-
nichtung) and ‘eradicate’ or ‘exterminate’
(ausrotten) when he spoke of Jews in the
1930s, and then when he spoke of the Final
Solution (Endlésung) in the 1940s. Language
is cruel, already bearing the implications of
the deed.

Consider the deed.

19 May 2025.

At 6 am, a group of Israeli special forces
(mista’arvim) entered Khan Younis disguised
as Palestinian women. They came under
the cover of F-16 airstrikes and quadcopter
drone strikes. The special forces soldiers
executed Ahmad Kamel Sarhan in front of
his family. Then they kidnapped his wife, his
son Mohammed (age 12), and other, older
children. No one knows where they have
been taken. At least sixteen civilians died
in the operation. Their names are:

Abeer Salah Khamis Ayyash
Ahmad Akram Mohammad al-Dali
Ahmad Kamel Hamdan Sarhan
Ahmad Mohammad Abu al-Rous
Ahmad Mohammad Kawarea

Elin Ashraf Hamdan Shalouf
Hasan Mahmoud al-Astal
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8. Ibrahim Hamed Hussein al-Aqqad

9. Laila Fadi Naeem Ayyash

10. Malak Youssef Qeshta (Shalouf)

11. Mohammad Mahmoud Kawarea

12. Muhannad Mohammad Kawarea

13. Nabila Abd Wafi (Abu al-Rous)

14. Saja Salim Ibrahim Asleeh

15. Samira Abdel-Majid Ahmad al-Qarra
16. Tawfiq Ali Hamdan al-Qarra

An Israeli tank fired a shell at a home in
the al-Amour neighbourhood in al-Fakhari, to
the east of Khan Younis, and wiped out Safa
Alyan Saleem al-Amour and her six daugh-
ters, Sama Rashad Omar al-Amour, Lama
Rashad Omar al-Amour, Saja Rashad Omar
al-Amour, Leen Rashad Omar al-Amour,
Nada Rashad Omar al-Amour, and Layan
Rashad Omar al-Amour.

Israeli artillery shellfire hit a house in
al-Fakhari, killing five members of a family:
Jumana Kamal Muhammad Abu Daqqa,
Wassim Muhammad Ali Abu Daqqa, Siraj
Muhammed Ali Abu Daqqa, Jolan Muham-
mad Ali Abu Daqqa, and Jilan Muhamed
Ali Abu Daqqa.

These are a few of the attacks that took
place on one day in one part of Gaza, from

where I was merely able to get reports from
people on the ground as well as press reports.
The attacks took place as well in Gaza City,
near the Indonesian Hospital, which had
been targeted the day before. Other names
could be filled in here for others killed by
other deliberate acts of violence.

These attacks come at the same time as
a severe crisis of hunger inflicts itself upon
the people of Gaza, with children hardest
hit. At least fifty-seven children have already
died of malnutrition in Gaza, while 71,000
Palestinian children struggle to eat. The
World Health Organisation warns of stunted
growth, impaired cognitive development,
and poor long-term health for the children
who do not die. The Food and Agriculture
Organisation warns of ‘famine looming’ in
Gaza. Everyone warns about this or that.
But these warnings amount to nothing. The
UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Thomas
Fletcher condemns Israel’s ‘cruel collective
punishment’ of the Palestinians. He knows
that ‘collective punishment’ is a war crime.

Consider the warnings. Consider the deed.

Consider the genocide. &

Official statement from the General Delegation of Palestine
to Australia, Aotearoa New Zealand, and the Pacific

The General Delegation of Pal-
estine welcomes the collective
international efforts aimed at
halting Israel’s ongoing geno-
cidal assault, forced displace-
ment, and annexation targeting
our people, our land, and our
inalienable rights. This includes
the joint-statement of over 20
countries, including Australia
and Aotearoa New Zealand,
demanding the full resumption
of humanitarian aid into Gaza,
accusing Israel of politicising
the delivery of essential food
and medicine to starving Pal-
estinian civilians, and rejecting
annexation and ethnic cleansing
through forced displacement.

However, words and condem-

nations are not enough at this crit-
ical and intolerable stage. Over two
million innocent civilians are at
imminent risk of death by starvation
and lack of essential healthcare due
to Israel’s inhumane and unlawful
military campaign.

We urge the Australian and
Aotearoa New Zealand governments
to take concrete actions to ensure
accountability for war crimes and
towards immediate recognition of
the State of Palestine as a means of
safeguarding the two-state solution,
in accordance with international
law and resolutions of international
legitimacy.

Israel’s leadership have made
abundantly clear through their
inflammatory rhetoric, violent

incitement and brazen intransigence
that they have no intention of stop-
ping their crimes. It is equally clear
that without a cost for such impunity,
they will remain undeterred. The
International community, including
Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand,
must act now.

United Nations officials have
warned that an estimated 14,000
babies in Gaza are at risk of dying
from starvation within hours. UN
Humanitarian chief Tom Fletcher
referred to the limited aid trucks
permitted to enter Gaza as “a drop in
the ocean of what is urgently needed”
after nearly 3 months of Israel’s total
blockade.

As stated by UN Secretary
General Guterres: “The situation

Urgent call for concrete action

for Palestinians in Gaza is beyond
description, beyond atrocious and
beyond inhumane. A policy of siege
and starvation makes a mockery
of international law. The blockade
against humanitarian aid must end
immediately. This is a moment for
moral clarity and action.”

The Palestinian Ministry of For-

eign Affairs and Expatriates continues
to strongly reject and condemn any
proposed expansion of Israeli mil-
itary operations in the Gaza Strip,
and calls for urgent intervention
and international protection of the
Palestinian people.
For more information, please contact
the General Delegation of Palestine to
Australia, Aotearoa New Zealand and
the Pacific.
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