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The Jewish Council of Australia (JCA)
is a diverse coalition of Jewish aca-
demics, lawyers, writers, and teach-
ers. Here’s what they say:

“For the past 19 months Israel has acted 
with extraordinary brutality, carrying out 
daily massacres, and ensuring the total dec-
imation of infrastructure, healthcare, and 
anything that might sustain Palestinian life.”

“On 5 May, the Israeli Parliament 
approved plans to annex and occupy Gaza. 
These plans have been discussed for months. 
This is a blatant mission to ethnically cleanse 
Gaza, advancing Israel’s colonial intentions 
to take over the territory and rid it of Pales-
tinians,” the JCA said.

Zionist apartheid Israel has the full polit-
ical and military support of US imperialism 
with its expansionist plans for Greater Israel. 
Israel is a US proxy and part of a wider US 
plan to assert and maintain control over the 
Middle East.

Rami Abdu, head of the Euro-Med 
Human Rights Monitor, reports that the 
Israeli military has dropped 70,000 tons of 
explosives on Gaza since 7 October 2023.

Palestinian people are now confined to 
isolated areas covering less than 20% of the 
Gaza Strip.

“For over 600 days, Israel has been saying 
it’s targeting Hamas, but it is civilians who 
have been corralled, bombed, and killed 
en masse every day,” said Bushra Khalidi, 
Oxfam’s policy lead in the Occupied Pales-
tinian Territory.

“The sheer scale and relentless frequency 
of these orders have made it virtually impos-
sible for people to find refuge,” Oxfam said. 
“The pattern suggests not an effort to neu-
tralise a threat, but a deliberate campaign to 
dismantle and depopulate Gaza – a process 
of forced displacement which is a war crime.”

The Palestinian Information Center (PIC) 
points to the near-unconditional support 
from Western countries, particularly the US, 
for Israel’s acts of genocide and occupation 
of Palestinian territories.

“These powers have supplied deadly 

weapons whose catastrophic health conse-
quences for Gaza’s civilians are now emerging 
in heartbreaking cases which lay bare the 
scale of the crimes committed before the 
eyes of the world.”

LABOR UNDER PRESSURE
Australia is shamefully and criminally 

one of those Western countries.
PM Anthony Albanese and the Labor 

government are coming under growing inter-
nal and international pressure to sanction 
Israel and recognise Palestinian statehood 
before a major United Nations conference 
later this month.

After an 11-week blockade of Gaza, Israel 
finally allowed a trickle of aid into Gaza. Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister Penny Wong was 
among the foreign ministers of 23 nations 
who signed a joint statement that opposed the 
severe limitations Israel put on aid delivery. 

But Australia refused to join the United 
Kingdom, Canada, and France in a stronger 
statement calling on the Israeli government 
to stop its military operations in Gaza and 
immediately allow humanitarian aid to enter 
Gaza, and for international law to be upheld 
in Occupied Palestinian Territory – Gaza, the 
West Bank, and East Jerusalem.

Genocide and ethnic cleansing are crimes 
against humanity. Targeting civilians and 
depriving them of food, water, and medical 
supplies are war crimes. These are among 
the most serious of breaches of international 
laws to which Australia is a signatory.

Peter Moss, spokesman for Labor Friends 
of Palestine, called for Albanese to match his 
criticism of Israel with action.

“At a minimum, Australia should imme-
diately support the statement from the 
United Kingdom, France, and Canada and 
prepare sanctions targeted at Israeli officials 
responsible for using starvation as a weapon 
of war,” Moss said.

“Australia should also deliver on official 
Labor policy, supported by the majority of 
the Australian people, and recognise the 
state of Palestine at the upcoming UN con-
ference in June.”

Continued on page 2

Guardian
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA� www.cpa.org.au

The Workers’ Weekly

$   5

ISSN 1325-295X

We acknowledge the sovereignty of the First Peoples of Australia.

#2148  9 June 2025

146
Tariffs, the global 
economy, and well-being

Labor’s carbon bomb

Photo: Jarrod Moore

Australia is 
materially 

supporting the 
Israeli military

The Guardian  
has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast”

Act now against genocide

Australians want government to act
Oxfam Australia, ActionAid Australia, Plan International Australia, Union Aid Abroad-
APHEDA, Caritas and ChildFund Australia commissioned  YouGov polling, which 
found:
•  82% of Australian voters feel that the prevention of food, medicine and water 

reaching civilians in Gaza is unjustified.
•  90% of Labor voters hold this view.
•  67% believe that the Australian government should do more to support civilians 

being able to access food, water and medicine in Gaza.
•  81% of Labor voters hold this view.
Aid organisations have been speaking out about Israel’s deliberate obstruction of 
aid and violations of international law, including the deprivation of aid to Palestinians 
in Gaza and record-breaking killing of aid workers, since late 2023.
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COMPLICIT IN 
GENOCIDE

The government’s claim that 
Australia has “no role” is a lie.

In 2024, Labor awarded Elbit 
Systems, a leading Israeli weapons 
company, a contract worth $970 
million.

Earlier this year, Greens Sen-
ator David Shoebridge revealed 
that Israel has been trialling an 
Australian-manufactured high-pre-
cision weapon platform, the R400 
weapons system, with the firepower 
of a 30mm cannon.

A Freedom of Information 
request by Declassified Australia 
reveals the export to Israel of 
hundreds of parts for military 
equipment, including for the F-35 
fighter plane used extensively in 
bombardments of Gaza.

“It’s our understanding that 
what is called AUKUS Pillar II, 
which is a series of legislative 
changes that allowed weapons to be 
sent from Australia to the United 
States without an export permit,” 
Shoebridge said, “that’s the avenue 
that they used to export this equip-
ment to Israel.” (See Guardian, 
#2143, 5 May 2025.)

The US’s top secret satellite 

communications and signals intel-
ligence surveillance base at Pine 
Gap could also be playing a part in 
Israel’s destruction of Gaza and its 
people. The base is US-controlled, 
and the US provides signal intelli-
gence to Israel, making a mockery 
of Australian pretences to be even-
handed or not involved. 

Australia is materially support-
ing the Israeli military.

AUSTRALIA  
MUST ACT

Words are not enough.
The Australian government 

must do more than stand by and 
watch Israel act with impunity. We 
are a party to the Rome Statute 
which entails a legal obligation to 
fully cooperate with the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) and the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ).

The ICC issued warrants of 
arrest for Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and Yoav 
Gallant, defence minister between 
2022 and 2024, for crimes against 
humanity and war crimes commit-
ted from at least 8 October 2023 
until at least 20 May 2024, the day 
the Prosecution filed the applica-
tions for warrants of arrest.

Under a ruling by the ICJ on the 
plausibility of crimes of genocide 

under a case brought by South 
Africa, the Australian government 
is legally obligated “to take all rea-
sonable measure within their power 
to prevent genocide.”

TAKE ACTION
•  Contact Prime Minister 

Albanese to demand a 
permanent ceasefire NOW.

•  Demand the government 
expel Israeli diplomats from 
Australia.

•  Demand the government end 
all trade, including military 
equipment and parts with 
Israel.

•  Demand the government 
support a blockade of Israel.

•  Demand the government pull 
Australian troops out of the 
Middle East.

•  Demand the government 
support South Africa in the 
Hague.

•  Join the actions in your area.
•  Write letters to the editor.
•  Use social media to call for a 

permanent ceasefire and two-
state solution now.

All perpetrators of crimes com-
mitted against Palestinians must be 
held accountable, and justice and 
reparations for Palestinian victims 
there must be guaranteed.  

A tale of two unions
The Construction Forestry & Maritime Employees 

Union, the CFMEU, has a problem, but it’s not what 
you think. Thanks to a media campaign, our eyes 
and ears are full of CFMEU horror stories recently. 
Bikies! Thugs! Bribery! Violence! 

The Labor government placed the union in admin-
istration, which rolls on regardless of evidence. In 
South Australia the Premier supported the union 
being placed in administration after his own police 
force found nothing to charge anyone with. In Can-
berra, the local branch was placed in administration 
for an alleged membership decline in the ACT branch. 
Administration was meant to deal with alleged sys-
temic crime and corruption – if low membership 
numbers justifies sacking elected officials and seizing 
assets,  we look forward to the Liberal and Labor 
parties being placed in administration!

Is the CFMEU’s problem crime? Crime is a mat-
ter for the police and legal system, not for arbitrary 
administrators, and commissions who focus on work-
ers and ignore corrupt and dangerous behaviour 
by employers. Is the problem bikies? Last time we 
checked, bikies were allowed to work for a living in 
this country.

The real problem for this union is that the CFMEU 
has been effective in a very tough environment. Build-
ing workers still die on the job in this country. The 
union has been zealous in enforcing and improving 
workplace safety, and lobbied tirelessly for industrial 
manslaughter laws. One CFMEU delegate we know 
has to call families of workers who die at work. The 
union’s HSR’s (Health and Safety Representatives) 
work hard every day to make a dangerous job safer. 

The campaign against the CFMEU has made much 
of high pay rates. Construction workers are well paid 
because they’ve been part of an effective union. 

The CFMEU administration is not justified by any 
of the supposed revelations from the Nine media 
campaign that led to it. The administration is 
anti-democratic, sacking elected officials. Ironically, 
after a scare campaign that talked about powerful 
“union bosses,” the administration is unaccounta-
ble, exempt from unfair dismissal laws. Overall, the 
administration is hobbling an effective union that 
worked for safety and wage justice.

Nurses have the opposite problem. While the 
construction union is reported on with pictures of 
big tattooed blokes in black tshirts, the image of 
nurses is of an unthreatening woman who does the 
job because she cares about sick people. Nurses justly 
resent this ‘Florence Nightingale’ stereotype. She 
was a famously charitable nurse who looked after 
British soldiers during the 1853-1856 Crimean war. 

Nurses and midwives aren’t a charity. They’re 
workers. Like construction workers, they do a job 
a lot of other people couldn’t or wouldn’t want to 
do, a difficult and often dangerous job. 

During the UK’s COVID pandemic, the govern-
ment there encouraged people to stand outside their 
houses and applaud the nation’s nurses. The nurses 
response was simple: “Don’t clap us. Pay us.” 

Nurses are unionised and have taken action in 
Australia, although they come up against the niceness 
stereotype all the time. Employers know they can 
lean on staff and demonise any industrial action by 
appealing to the profession’s Florence Nightingale 
image. 

To quote a nurse who spoke to this paper recently: 
“I hate Florence Nightingale. Nurses should be 

more like the CFMEU.”
Workers, whatever their public image, need mil-

itant progressive unions to advance their industrial 
interests, not soft yellow unions. 

Defend your unions!
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Quotes of the Week
“this is about excellence, innovation, and American dominance on the world 
stage – something the MAGA movement is all about”

Donald Trump Jnr on the ‘Enhanced Games.’ The games are also about openly cheating, something 
else the MAGA movement is all about

“If  you shut someone down for saying, ‘Israel should stop killing children and 
killing women and targeting aid workers’ ... if  that’s antisemitic, then are you 
saying that killing children and women and aid workers is inherently part of  
what Judaism stands for? It’s just absolutely mental.”

Tadhg Hickley , Irish Comedian

“We already know about possible futures; the question is, which one are you 
fighting for?”

Ketan Joshi”

Support theSupport the Guardian Guardian by donating to Press Fund by donating to Press Fund

Jetstar and 
genocide

Peter Farmer

A Jetstar worker has allegedly used a staff 
discount to fly to Israel to volunteer with the 
Israeli Defence Force. According to deepcutnews.
com, the worker, a Samoan citizen, worked as 
a volunteer in logistics for the IDF’s ‘Paran’ 
Brigade in May. 

The worker seemed very proud to be the only 
Samoan to ever volunteer for the IDF, posting enthu-
siastically about her “service” and love of Israel. 

Australia Palestine Advocacy Network (APAN) 
has said that Qantas, Jetstar’s parent company should 
“take responsibility and urgently investigate how its 
staff benefits were used in this way”.

Deepcut quoted APAN president Nasser Mashni 
as saying:

“International law makes clear that responsi-
bility for preventing gross legal violations isn’t just 
on states, but on companies too – they must ensure 
their policies and practices don’t enable or support 
atrocity crimes.”

APAN criticised “the Australian government’s 
continued failure to issue warnings and intervene to 
prevent people from flying from Australia to serve 
with Israel’s forces.”

“For more than 18 months, civil society groups 
have urged the Australian government to meet its 
obligations under the Genocide Convention, including 
by issuing clear warnings against travelling to support 
Israel’s Occupation Forces as they commit genocide 
in Gaza and escalate their violence across the rest of 
Palestine,” Mashni said.  
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Graham Holton

3 June 2025 marks the 33rd Anniver-
sary of the first formal recognition of 
Indigenous land rights in Australia, 
as part of National Reconciliation 
Week. The High Court of Australia 
overturned the legal doctrine of 
terra nullius (land belonging to no 
one) which implied that there was 
no land ownership before European 
settlers. The Mabo decision acknowl-
edged Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples’ unique connection 
with their land, and established that 
‘native title’ exists. 

Koiki ‘Eddie’ Mabo, David Passi, Sam 
Passi, Celuia Mapo Salee and James Rice, 
from Mer (Murray Island) in the Torres 
Strait, began legal action in the High Court 
of Australia in 1982, challenging the Aus-
tralian legal system, fighting for recognition 
of the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples as the traditional owners 
of their land. 

Over a period of ten years, thirty-three 
Meriam people generated 4,000 pages of 
transcripts of evidence, including proof 
that the eight clans of Mer have occupied 
clearly defined territories on the island for 
hundreds of years, proving their continuity 
of custom. On 3 June 1992, six of the seven 
judges agreed that the Meriam did hold tra-
ditional ownership of the lands. The decision 
led to the passing of the Native Title Act 

1993, which provides the framework for all 
Australian Indigenous people to make claims 
of native title.

However, the ruling states that native 
title claims only apply to land such as vacant 
Crown land, national parks, and some leased 
land. Aboriginal claimants must go to court 
or a tribunal to prove they have continually 
maintained their traditional association 
with the land in question. The Mabo judge-
ment ensures that whenever there is conflict 
between titles granted by the Crown and the 
native title, the Crown prevails.

The far-right National Party government 
of Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen had the 
Queensland Parliament pass the Torres 
Strait Islands Coastal Islands Act 1985, 
which “extinguished without compensation” 
any Torres Strait Islander claims to their 
traditional lands. In 1986 the Meriam chal-
lenged the legislation and in 1988 the High 
Court ruled in the Mabo No. 1 case that the 
Act contravened the Commonwealth Racial 
Discrimination Act 1975. This enabled the 
High Court to begin hearing Mabo No. 2 
for Meriam land rights. In acknowledging 
the traditional rights of the Meriam people 
to their land, the court held that native title 
existed for all Indigenous people. 

A six-part podcast, Hi, I’m Eddie (2022), 
commissioned by the State Library of Queens-
land, highlights Rhianna Patrick’s journey 
to get to know Eddie Mabo and understand 
his legacy.  

FK 

Melbourne comrades attended and 
participated in the Jathika Vimuk-
thi Peramuna (JVP) 60th anniver-
sary celebration on 31 May this year 
with enthusiastic members of the 
Sri Lankan disapora.

Members learned about the par-
ty’s history through suppression and 
armed uprisings to its current position 
after winning presidential, parliamen-
tary, and local elections.  As previously 
described in this paper, the JVP worked 
with community organisations to form 
a genuinely representative government 
that swept the parliamentary elections 
in November 2024.

Despite most of the audience being 
Sinhalese speakers, the local JVP branch 
kindly translated a large part of the pro-
ceedings into English. Melbourne com-
rades enjoyed a variety of revolutionary 
JVP songs and a phenomenal dramatic 
presentation of the party’s history. I still 
have the Sinhalese version of ‘The Inter-
nationale’ ringing in my ears!

Communist Party of Australia Gen-
eral Secretary Andrew Irving was one of 
the speakers, describing the CPA’s long 
involvement with the JVP, and paying 
tribute to Sri Lankan party members’ 
persistence and organisation. Comrade 
Andrew was also amongst those invited 
to light a traditonal oil lamp as a way of 
wishing the JVP future success.  

Koiki ‘Eddie’ Mabo.

Victoria: Australian Education Union slams  
Allan TAFE budget failure

At a recent AEU TAFE and Adult Pro-
vision Council meeting, a resolution 
was passed condemning the Allan 
Labor government’s continued under-
funding of vocational education, with 
the latest state budget delivering cuts 
to funding.

For more than a decade, Victoria has 
had the lowest-funded vocational education 
system in the country. Nothing in this budget 
suggests that will change, in fact it is likely 
to get worse.

The Council is calling on the Premier, 
Treasurer, and Minister for Skills and TAFE 

to urgently fix the funding shortfall. In the 
meantime, the AEU is ramping up the fight 
for fair funding. This includes a public media 
and social media campaign to call out the 
failure of the government to fund the cost of 
education in TAFE and sub-branches pass-
ing motions condemning the government’s 

failure and contacting their local Labor MPs, 
the Premier, and TAFE Minister.

The AEU is planning further campaign 
actions as part of our broader efforts to ensure 
TAFE is funded properly.  

Sri Lankan People’s Front Party  
celebrates in style

The Mabo decision at 33
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Big tobacco keeps scheming. In Britain, a Tory peer pro-
posed delaying plans for a ban on heated tobacco after 
enjoying a paid-for trip abroad to a leading cigarette firm’s 
research facility.

Tory former minister – now Lord – Ed Vaizey put forward 
an amendment to the tobacco and vapes Bill six weeks 
after his two-day visit to Philip Morris International’s facili-
ty in Neuchatel, Switzerland.

The transnational tobacco giant’s Iqos product is the 
world-leading heated tobacco brand; the Bill proposes 
phasing out tobacco by gradually raising the minimum 
age at which consumers can buy cigarettes and other 
tobacco products.

The peer’s amendment could disrupt this timetable by 
requiring more research to be done into the “potential” 
harms that such products can cause relative to cigarettes.

Philip Morris paid for Lord Vaizey’s flights and accommo-
dation, according to his own parliamentary disclosures, 
though the cost of the trip on 23 April was not revealed. 
Neither the peer nor Philip Morris said whether other 
British parliamentarians were there.

Last year, $2.718 trillion was spent globally on arma-
ments, an increase of nearly 10 per cent compared to the 
previous year, according to calculations by the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute. That is the strong-
est increase since 1988. Military spending by European 
countries will rise to $693 billion. This is an increase of 17 
per cent compared to 2023 and 83 per cent compared to 
2015.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the Crisafulli Queensland 
government. Its decision to release an additional 16,000 
square kilometres of land for gas exploration in the 
Cooper, Bowen, and Surat basins will only benefit multi-
national gas companies, not the people of Queensland. 
The vast majority of Queensland’s gas is destined for 
export, not for domestic use.

Lock the Gate Alliance National Coordinator Ellen 
Roberts said, “There are more than 16,000 gas wells 
already drilled and pockmarking the Queensland land-
scape – many of them capped and abandoned as gas 
companies haven’t found the gas resource they want-
ed. These wells, some many kilometres deep, will stay 
in our landscape forever – risking the underground water 
resources that Queensland’s farms and regional commu-
nities rely on.

“Prior to the last election, the Crisafulli government rec-
ognised the damage that coal seam gas was having on 
some of Australia’s best agricultural land on the Darling 
Downs. The LNP made an election commitment to pro-
tect it. Now six months on and they’re yet to progress that 
election commitment – instead expanding the land availa-
ble for gas.”

There are nearly 16,000 coal seam gas wells drilled in 
Queensland – with many of them on some of Australia’s 
best agricultural land. The government must act urgent-
ly to protect farmland and water from the impacts of coal 
seam gas, such as water contamination, subsidence of 
farmland, dumped waste products and methane pollution.

“We need an urgent moratorium on the gas expansions in 
Queensland to prevent further damage to land, water and 
our climate.”

NSW: Mental health 
overhaul needed

Australians for Mental Health is urgently 
calling for an overhaul of how mental health 
is approached in New South Wales, after the 
ABC’s Four Corners program revealed a men-
tal health workforce in crisis. 

The  program revealed wards and facilities are 
under-resourced in New South Wales, becoming 
increasingly unsafe for staff and patients.

“Psychiatrists are quitting in droves, more and 
more people are requiring help but not getting the 
level of care they need in an appropriate time frame. 
This is a dangerous situation we are in,” Australians 
for Mental Health Chief Executive Chris Gambian said. 

The episode featured stories of mental health 
professionals feeling pressured to discharge patients 
to make room for others, even if they didn’t feel the 
person was well enough to leave.

It also included details about violent incidents in 
hospitals, including one security guard being stabbed 
by a patient who tried to escape after waiting hours 
to be seen by a doctor.

“Psychiatrists are telling us there is a demand for 
services, and that they are seeing more young people 
come into emergency rooms for mental ill health. This 
crisis is out of control and requires bold reform now.

“Mental ill-health is complex, and it is often influ-
enced by many factors including the cost of housing, 
employment, access to social services and commu-
nity connection. These are all areas governments are 
responsible for. This isn’t just a matter for health and 
mental health portfolios,” Chris Gambian said.

Australians for Mental Health is advocating for a 
whole-of-government approach to mental wellbeing 
which takes into account the various aspects of life 
that influence someone’s mental health. 

“I don’t want to see heartbreaking stories like this 
on national television in the future. I want to see gov-
ernments held to account for shaping a culture and 
society that allows people to flourish, not become so 
unwell that they reach crisis point. 

“We need timely and affordable access to high 
quality services no matter where you live and what 
your financial situation is in Australia, but we also 
need a greater focus on how so many aspects of our 
lives influence how we feel, such as having secure 
housing and having places to come together. There 
is a way through this, but it demands radical reform 
and bold leadership,” Chris Gambian said. 
Australians for Mental Health  

Graphic: The People Speak – flickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)

Media

Everything is no longer fine
Peter Farmer

The Australian media land-
scape is not a cheerful topic, 
what with bias, censorship of 
journalists, and media concen-
tration, but there are some-
times good news stories.

For some time now, the Guard-
ian has been using items from a 

blog sardonically titled everything-
isfine, started by Australian journal-
ist Alex McKinnon. Sydney-based 
journalist  McKinnon started the 
site to report without fear or favour 
on, as he puts it “the relentless cam-
paign of censorship, punishment 
and silence being waged against 
people in Australia who oppose 
Israel’s genocide in the Gaza Strip.”

Now he has joined forces with 
Antoun Issa, a journalist who 
resigned from Guardian Australia 
over its coverage of the Gaza gen-
ocide, to start deepcutnews.com. 

Deepcut promises independent 
journalism that actually holds the 
powerful to account. If everything-
isfine is anything to go by, it will be 
well worth a look.  

Bourgeois, or just bougie?
I see the words ‘bourgeoisie’ and ‘bourgeois’ a 

lot in this paper.  I have questions!
Go for it.
I just decorated my flat. I have a nice new 

couch. Everyone says it’s a bit bougie. Is that what 
you guys mean?

No. There’s nothing wrong with being 
comfortable. 

Great. I can keep my new couch. So what’s 
bourgeois? 

It’s the adjective of ‘bourgeoisie’. They’re 
a class.

With nice couches.
Almost certainly! But that’s not what 

makes them the bourgeoisie. They are the 
class that owns the means of production. 
They own the parts of the economy that 
make things. 

So when people talk about our bourgeois parlia-
ment and bourgeois press … .

They mean a parliament and press that 
works for the bourgeois. That’s why there 
are so many landlords in parliament.

So they’re rich? Was it always like this?
They definitely are, and no it wasn’t 

always like this. The bourgeoisie took over 
from the feudal aristocracy.

Took over? So how come the UK still has a king 
and lords?

The bourgeoisie kept aristocrats on as a 
decoration, but they run the economy.

So I’m a bit bougie, but I work for a living 
and don’t have people working for me. I’m not 
bourgeois.

You got it. Enjoy the couch.
FK  
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Peter Farmer

The National Tertiary Education Union 
has strongly condemned foreshadowed 
job cuts at the Australian National 
University. The University has just 
announced that ‘Change Proposals’ to 
cut jobs will be introduced in 6 areas 
in June 2025. Change Proposals for a 
further 9 areas are being considered 
between July and September 2025.

ANU announced ‘Renew ANU’ on 3 
October 2024. As part of that plan, ANU 
aimed to reduce staff expenditure by $100 
million by 1 January 2026.

NTEU estimates show that target has 
substantially been met. ANU’s staffing levels 
have reduced by 635 full-time equivalent posi-
tions since 31 March 2024. Based on these 
reductions, ANU will achieve a reduction of 
$112 million by 1 January 2026. ANU has not 
provided alternative costings on reductions 
so far, or indicative numbers of job losses.

More than 750 staff voted in early 2025 
that they have no confidence in the leader-
ship of the ANU Chancellor, Julie Bishop, 
or the ANU Vice-Chancellor, Genevieve Bell.

NTEU ACT Division Secretary Dr Lachlan 
Clohesy has accused Bell of “single-hand-
edly destroying one of the world’s great 
universities.”

Dr Clohesy said “ANU staff question how 

the Federal Education Minister can have 
any confidence in what is going on at our 
national university. ANU is in a crisis of poor 
leadership, financial mismanagement and 
poor governance. ANU is the only university 
governed by federal legislation.”

“There is no financial rationale for cuts. 
ANU overestimated their 2024 deficit by 
$60 million and will end up cutting far more 
than their original target if these changes 
proceed. ANU staff are not convinced that 
ANU leadership – including the entire Exec-
utive – actually know what they’re doing. 
We expect these plans to contain job cuts 
in the hundreds.”

“If ANU leadership can’t be relied upon 
to give truthful evidence to the Senate, then 
it becomes difficult for staff and their union 
to trust what we are being told.” 

ANU Branch President Millan Pin-
tos-Lopez agrees, saying that it’s no wonder 
ANU staff have no confidence in ANU lead-
ership. “Instead of trying to rebuild trust,” 
said Pintos-Lopez, “ the Vice-Chancellor will 
cause more pain for ANU staff.”

“The cuts are cruel. ANU staff are suffer-
ing under the leadership of the Chancellor 
and Vice-Chancellor. I worry about the future 
of the university, and what these cuts will 
mean for ANU staff and students.”

“These changes started almost 8 months 
ago, and many staff are still no clearer on 

whether their jobs will be impacted. The 
areas listed for change cover almost the 
entire university.”

Reports from union members at the 
university indicate that there is a surprising, 
and welcome, degree of solidarity amongst 
workers there. “You expect people to just 
look after their own skin when they’re under 
attack like this,” said one, “but there’s been 
a lot of solidarity between areas.”

‘SENSELESS CUTS’
Showing that the ANU has no monopoly 

on bad management, the University of South-
ern Queensland is on track to lose more than 
260 jobs as part of a devastating restructure 
that will result in major course cuts.

While the scale of the cuts suggest a 
financial crisis is the reason for the plan, the 
National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) 
has warned that justification doesn’t stack up.

Just under 20 per cent of UniSQ’s entire 
workforce is slated to be cut including 150 
full-time equivalent roles this year on top of 
the 109 jobs cut in 2024.

More job losses have been threatened 
if voluntary redundancy targets aren’t met.

NTEU UniSQ Branch President Pro-
fessor Andrea Lamont-Mills said there had 
been a shocking lack of transparency from 
university leadership.

“Slashing 20 per cent of the workforce 

will have devastating impacts for our local 
communities who deserve access to the 
highest quality teaching and support,” Prof 
Lamont-Mills said.

“Management claims a financial crisis is 
the reason for the cuts. The university does 
face financial challenges, but no crisis that 
would justify the scale of the cuts proposed.

“The NTEU is joining forces with students 
and the wider community to urge manage-
ment to abandon these senseless cuts.

“It’s essential there are no forced redun-
dancies. There should be an end to the 
baseless rhetoric around a financial crisis 
and some real transparency from leadership.

“The lack of transparency shows extraor-
dinary contempt for staff who haven’t even 
been told about the appointment of an interim 
vice-chancellor. The chancellor won’t even 
answer basic questions about the appoint-
ment process.

“These job cuts are part of a major 
restructure, which will define the universi-
ty’s future through determining how many 
schools and services are cut.

“Students in southern Queensland 
shouldn’t suffer because of management’s 
incompetence. Let’s stop the cuts and work 
together on a positive plan for the future.”  

Destructive job cuts  
at ANU and USQ

Public Housing: Stand up fight back
Lauren Trumble 

On 3 June protestors gathered at 33 Alfred 
Street, North Melbourne for the second day 
of a picket line preventing demolition works 
on the North Melbourne public housing build-
ing. Residents became concerned following 
a notice issued on Friday 30 May stating that 
workers in hazmat suits would carry out “con-
crete investigations in empty apartments” 
the following Monday.

Alfred Street is the first of 44 public housing 
buildings due to be demolished and replaced with 
mixed public-private property in a re-development 
project aimed to be completed by 2051. The project 
was announced shortly before then Premier Dan 
Andrews’ resignation. The announcement was sar-
donically described by James from National Union of 
Students Australia (NUSA), as a “parting gift to the 
people of Victoria.” Some parting gift! Andrews made 
the decision knowing he wouldn’t have to take any 
political heat, and knowing that there was a housing 
crisis. There is still a housing crisis.

NUSA’s James recounted the Labor governments 
history of promising residents new public housing 
only to tear down a 3-bedroom home and replace 
it with 3 one-bedroom units. Many residents have 
vacated Alfred Street since Andrews’ announcement, 
while those remaining struggle to find housing large 
enough for families and close enough to their sup-
port systems. 

Workers are yet to enter Alfred Street in the days 
the action has taken place. The fight to preserve public 
housing continues.  

World Heritage listing in doubt
M Santos

In 2023, then-Environment 
Minister Tanya Plibersek nom-
inated the petroglyphs (rock 
art) on the Burrup Peninsula 
to be added to the World Her-
itage List. 

The Murujuga Cultural Land-
scape is around 50,000 years old 
and tells the story line of the tradi-
tional custodians in the area. The 
petroglyphs are irreplaceable. The 
new Labor Environment Minister, 

Murray Watt, has given approval 
for Woodside to continue emitting 
toxic gases in the area up until 
2070! (See page 6)

The World Heritage Committee 
has handed down a draft decision, 
referring the nomination back to 
the Australian government to take 
measures to “prevent any further 
industrial development adjacent to, 
and within, the Murujuga Cultural 
Landscape.”

The Committee referred to 
“degrading acidic emissions 

currently impacting upon the 
petroglyphs.”

Labor’s approval came just 
hours after the United Nations said 
industrial emissions at Karratha 
threatened the nearby rock art.

The UN appears likely to knock 
back the nomination of the Muru-
juga rock art to the World Heritage 
List, citing concerns about emis-
sions degrading the Aboriginal 
carvings near Karratha.

“The UNESCO World Heritage 
nomination of the rock art will be 

a farce if 40 more years of acid 
pollution is allowed to damage the 
petroglyphs at Murujuga,” Austral-
ian Conservation Foundation’s First 
Nation’s lead Josie Alec, a Tradi-
tional Owner at Murujuga, said.

The Committee recommended 
the Australian government consider 
“undertaking measures to ensure 
that interlinked cultural and natural 
values are fully protected, both in 
the terrestrial and marine areas.”

As though he hasn’t signed the 
rock art’s death warrant, Watt said: 

“For over 50,000 years, Traditional 
Custodians have protected and 
managed this significant land and 
seascape – Murujuga deserves to 
be recognised and protected within 
the World Heritage system.”

The petroglyphs are of incredi-
ble cultural significance and a place 
of great world heritage significance. 
They should be protected.

Labor must  cancel the 
approval.  
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M Santos

With the elections safely out of the 
way, Labor’s Environment Minister 
Murray Watt dropped a bombshell, 
announcing the approval of an exten-
sion of Woodside’s North West Shelf 
project for an extra 40 years to 2070.

Woodside’s North West Shelf liquefied 
natural gas operations on the Pilbara’s 
Burrup Hub in Western Australia is dirty 
and old – one of the largest gas exporters in 
the world – and was due to close by 2030.

Environmental activists say it would 
produce 1.6 gigatonnes of carbon emissions 
over its 50-year project life.

The expansion puts at risk 50,000-year-
old Murujuga rock art which is already being 
affected by the toxic fumes being emitted by 
Woodside’s existing operations. It will also 
endanger native species in the area as well as 
the irreplaceable and unique cultural heritage.

The area is home to an estimated one 
to two million images – the largest, oldest, 
densest, and most diverse collections of rock 
art engravings in the world. Murujuga is the 
only place on Earth where the story of the 
people and their changing environment has 
been continuously recorded through art for 
more than 50,000 years.

It also includes the earliest recorded 
images of faces.

The ‘stories from the stones’ of Murujuga 
are still relevant today. They have not been 
lost to history but instead are a key compo-
nent of the living culture of the contemporary 
Aboriginal Custodians of the land.

Australian Conservation Foundation’s 
(ACF) First Nation’s lead Josie Alec, a Tra-
ditional Owner at Murujuga said: “What’s 
happening to the rock art at Murujuga is like 
Juukan Gorge in slow motion.

“… I am appalled of the lack of community 
consultation before making this decision.

“Environment Minister Watt should do 
everything in his power to protect the rock 
art, not protect the gas industry.”

“See you in court,” Raelene Cooper, a 
Mardathoonera woman and former Chair 
of the Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation, 
said in a statement.

“I’m not on my own, I’m bringing war-
riors from this ngurra [country] with me.”

“They have taken away the voices of First 
Nations people in this country to make an 
executive decision without our consent,” 
she said.

Analysis released by the Australian Con-
servation Foundation in 2024 shows lifetime 
emissions from the Burrup gas hub would be 
more than 13 times Australia’s annual emis-
sions from all sources. It hardly lines up with 
a serious attempt to phase out fossil fuels or 
meet the government’s net zero emissions 
by 2050, let alone respecting the culture 
and heritage of the traditional custodians.

CARBON BOMB
Benjamin Smith, president of the Inter-

national Scientific Committee for Rock Art 
told CNN back in 2022 that sulphur and 
nitrogen oxides emitted from the indus-
trial plants on Murujuga were mixing with 
moisture in the air to form acid rain that was 
damaging the rocks.

“What [… is] approved here is the biggest 
carbon bomb in the southern hemisphere 
and the extension of a plant that is actively 
damaging the most important rock art site in 
the southern hemisphere, if not the world,” 
Smith, a professor of archaeology at the Uni-
versity of Western Australia, said.

The decision locks in more than 40 years 
of acid pollution eating away at the rock art, 
known as petroglyphs. During the gas plant’s 
construction in the 1980s, 5,000 Murujuga 
rock carvings were destroyed. Ever since, 

the plant’s acid pollution has put the art at 
serious risk.

“I have ensured that adequate protection 
for the rock art is central to my proposed 
decision,” Watt said. Really? Promises by 
Woodside cannot alter reality. If they really 
could protect the art from the acid rain, then 
why haven’t they done it?

HIDDEN AGENDA
The North West Shelf project processes 

gas. The existing gas fields that feed the 
plant will run out in the 2030s. To extend 
the project to 2070, it would be necessary 
to obtain gas from another source.

That is just what Woodside has in mind. 
The company has already applied to drill 
for gas in the Browse Basin near the Scott 
Reef, which would put migratory pygmy 
blue whales, dusky sea snakes, turtles and 
thousands of corals at risk.

The drilled gas would be sent to the North 
West Shelf for processing via a 900-kilom-
eter pipeline.

The drilling of Browse, Australia’s largest 
untapped conventional gas reserve off the 
Western Australian coast, would be an even 
bigger environmental disaster.

Calling Browse a “carbon bomb” is an 
understatement. The project could lead 
to emissions of up to 1.6 billion tonnes of 
carbon dioxide equivalent over its lifetime. 
It’s a carbon mother of all bombs. 

Woodside and its partners including 
Shell, BP and CNOOC are already attempt-
ing to pre-empt the fierce opposition that 
will arise, saying they will try to capture 
and bury much of the carbon contained in 
the Browse gas fields. “Try” is the operative 
word, Carbon Capture has never worked on 
a commercial scale.

David Ritter, CEO of Greenpeace Aus-
tralia Pacific, condemned the decision as 

one that “brings Woodside’s toxic gas plans 
closer to Scott Reef, holds back the clean 
energy transition underway in WA, and 
fuels growing climate damage in Australia 
and around the world”.

FIGHT IS NOT OVER
“I think people will be horrified that the 

government, who said that they were going to 
take the climate crisis seriously, have ticked 
off on yet another mega fossil-fuel project,” 
Greens leader Larissa Waters said.

“It will be felt by Australians through 
more intense and frequent extreme weather 
events like bushfires, heatwaves, floods 
and coral deaths. Woodside is seeking 
this extension so it can drill gas from the 
proposed Browse gas field at Scott Reef, 
further fuelling global heating,” Australian 
Conservation Foundation (ACF) CEO Kelly 
O’Shanassy said.

O’Shanassy called the extension “a bitterly 
disappointing decision that locks in decades 
more climate pollution and will drive demand 
to open new gas fields.” 

Independent Senator Lidia Thorpe 
described the choice of Reconciliation Week 
as a time to push through the decision as not 
just disrespectful, but disgraceful. 

AgZero is a movement of WA farmers 
and industry representatives committed to 
leading the way on climate solutions in rural 
Western Australia. AgZero Chair, and Corri-
gin farmer, Simon Wallwork said, “Extending 
the life of fossil fuel projects is a slap in the 
face to the farmers and rural communities 
who are already experiencing so many direct 
impacts [of climate change].”

“AgZero sought a meeting with the new 
Federal Environment Minister during his 
recent visit to Perth, hoping to ensure that 
the voices of Western Australian farmers 
would be able to be heard on this critical 

issue. Our request to meet with the Minister 
was denied,” Wallwork said.

“The ability of the Federal Minister to 
conditionally approve this project in the face 
of so much community concern and with 
such externality risks to our farming futures 
clearly shows that Australia’s Environmen-
tal laws need to be dramatically improved.”

CHANGE THE LAW
Incredibly, the Environmental Protec-

tion and Biodiversity Conservation Act that 
governs environmental approvals does not 
include provisions to consider a project’s 
impact on climate change. Projects cannot 
be approved or rejected on that basis under 
the Act.

The project could, however, have been 
rejected under existing law on the grounds 
it would impact native species and cultural 
heritage.

The Act must be amended to include 
climate impact as a priority.

The North West Shelf approval must be 
rescinded. The government must abandon 
the former Morrison government’s ‘gas-
led transition’ for the sake of the future of 
humanity and the planet.

Fossil fuels must be wound back as 
quickly as possible with massive government 
projects undertaken to transition to fossil 
fuels as quickly as possible, while protecting 
workers and communities affected.

The government must learn the lessons 
of Juukan Gorge and start to act, not just 
talk, on climate change.

Call the Minister’s office today with this 
message:

“Our future is renewable. Reject 
Woodside’s North West Shelf gas.”  

Labor’s carbon bomb

Photo: saveoursonglines.org

The biggest Carbon Bomb in the 
southern hemisphere, if not the world.
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Following news that electricity prices will 
increase from 1 July 2025, the Australian 
Council of Social Service (ACOSS) is calling 
for further government action to protect those 
on the lowest incomes who are struggling to 
pay their energy bills. 

The Australian Energy Regulator (AER) has 
released its final determination for the electricity 
default market offer (DMO) for NSW, SA, and QLD, 
announcing increases between 0.5% and 9.7%, depend-
ing on the network area people live in.

“Today’s announcement of another increase to 
electricity prices is a blow for people on the lowest 
incomes, who are already making enormous sacri-
fices to afford their energy bills,” said ACOSS CEO 
Dr Cassandra Goldie.

“People struggling the most are going without 
food, medication, and other essentials to try to pay 
their energy bills. Others are selling belongings or 
turning to buy now, pay later schemes.

“The Australian Energy Regulator has increased 
energy prices as a result of ageing and unreliable coal 
power stations, high gas prices and rising network costs.

“The faster we accelerate the transition to clean 
renewable energy and storage, the better. We must 
also do more now to support people struggling the 
most with their energy costs.

“One-off energy rebates to everyone are poorly 
targeted, expensive, and do not provide the perma-
nent bill relief other solutions offer.

“To deliver on its promise of leaving no-one behind, 
the government must provide targeted support to 
those that need it the most, starting with a substantial 
increase to Jobseeker and related payments, providing 
energy debt relief, and prioritising more investment 
in home energy upgrades to low-income housing and 
for renters.”

ACOSS is calling for the federal government to:
•  Accelerate investment in home energy upgrades, 

prioritising low-income and First Nations 
housing;

•  Provide energy debt relief for those struggling the 
most;

•  As the government is doing for home batteries 
subsidies, it must shift the cost of other 
renewable subsidies off electricity bills (SRES and 
Large Scale) and onto the federal budget, which 
will cut energy bills by an average of 7%; and

•  Raise the rate of JobSeeker and related payment 
so people on low incomes can afford their energy 
bills and be lifted out of poverty.

ACOSS  

Climate change  
set to worsen

“Not only has the world already seen an increase in these 
extreme weather events, but over the coming decades, 
every region around the globe will see significantly worse 
impacts than they are already experiencing. This will result 
in compounding and cascading effects on not only the 
environment but on our health, livelihoods, food, and water, 
as well as national security.” That’s a warning from the 
McKell Institute.

In 2024 alone, the international Emergency Events Database 
(EM-DAT) recorded 393 weather-related disasters. These 
events caused 16,753 fatalities and affected 167.2 million 
people. Economic losses totalled US$241.95 billion 
(AU$370b). The year 2024 was marked by extreme 
temperature events in Asia that caused thousands of deaths; 
severe droughts in Africa affecting over 25 million people; 
and devastating tropical storms in the USA with cumulative 
damage exceeding US$100 billion. EM-DAT is maintained by 
the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters at 
University of Louvain in Belgium.

“Climate change affects the social and environmental deter
minants of health – clean air, safe drinking water, sufficient 
food, and secure shelter,” according to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). It is expected to cause approximately 
250,000 additional deaths per year from malnutrition, malaria, 
diarrhoea, and heat stress alone.

Australia has just experienced record levels of deadly and 
destructive flooding on the east coast of NSW. It will take 
years to recover. At the same time farmers in South Australia, 
after years of severe drought are selling off stock and 
considering leaving the land. They do not have the means to 
carry on under such conditions. Climate change is taking a 
huge toll and set to worsen rapidly in coming years.

The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization 
warns that severe drought in Syria could this year lead to the 
failure of an estimated 75% of local wheat crops, threatening 
the food security of millions of people. Reuters reports that 
European Union’s agriculture sector loses an average of 
28.3 billion euros (AU$50b) each year from extreme weather 
made worse by climate change.

Meanwhile the Labor government is continuing to licence 
the expansion of fossil fuel production in Australia and 
subsidise it to the tune of more than $12 billion. (See story on 
Woodside this issue). Labor has officially adopted the former 
Morrison government’s ‘gas-led transition’ to renewables. At 
the same time it has failed to fully compensate and assist 
victims of climate change with rebuilding or relocating in 
any meaningful way. Labor should be developing alternative 
industries instead of relying on fossil fuel exports.

Australia’s coal exports are facing a bleak future as China 
and other Asian buyers are winding back their use of 
coal. Decarbonisation, rising competition, and energy 
diversification are eroding export volumes. China’s 
renewable surge is increasingly displacing coal power. In 
the first three months of 2025 renewable energy rose by an 
incredible 26.7%. Coal power generation fell by 4.1% over 12 
months despite rising demand for electricity. The growth in 
renewables helped lift clean energy’s share of the generation 
mix to a record 39%. Reuters notes that the expansion in 
China’s clean power output dwarfs the growth pace of clean 
power in other major markets. It has also cut fossil fuel 
production.

Australia should take a leaf out of China’s book by cutting, 
not expanding, fossil fuel production and use as rapidly as 
possible. With our vast continent, surrounded by oceans and 
plenty of sunshine, Australia is well placed to transition to 
renewables. All it needs is  political will.

GREEN NOTESElectricity price 
hike a major blow 

for struggling 
people

Faster move  
to renewables needed

Wyld to keep  
speaking out 

Idwala Dumaralos

Aboriginal author KA Wyld 
has vowed to keep speaking 
out about the ongoing gen-
ocide in Gaza, despite being 
stripped of a literary award 
at the last moment. Wyld 
had been due to receive a 
‘black&write!’ writing fellow-
ship from the Library Board 
of Queensland. 

Queensland arts minister, John-
Paul Langbroek, told parliament 
he had “serious concern over the 
recent decision by the Library 
Board of Queensland to award a 
black&write! Writing Fellowship” 
to Wyld.

Langbroek described Wyld, who 
he did not name, as “an author who 
has publicly expressed sympathy for 
Hamas – a group listed as a terror-
ist organisation under Australian 
law.” Using parliamentary privilege 
– which protects politicians from 

defamation claims if remarks are 
made on the floor of parliament – 
the LNP minister urged the Library 
Board to stop “taxpayer funded 
awards being granted to individuals 
who justify terrorism,” adding that 
the black&write! fellowship “must 
... never [be] undermined or used 
as a platform for views that are 
fundamentally at odds with Aus-
tralian values.”

Langbroek was referring to a 
tribute Wyld posted about Hamas 
leader Yahya Sinwar following the 
latter’s death in Gaza in October 
2024.

“The government completely 
overrode the peer-reviewed pro-
cess that’s supposed to make sure 
programs like this are culturally 
appropriate and arms-length from 
government, and led by experts,” 
Wyld told Deepcut.

Wyld noted that the decision 
came the week before 26 May, 
which marks National Sorry Day 

and the 28th anniversary of the 
tabling of the Bringing Them Home 
report.

“In the 28 years since that 
report came out, only six per cent 
of its recommendations have been 
actioned,” Wyld says. “The manu-
script that I won a ‘black&write!’ 
fellowship for was about the Stolen 
Generations, which was an aspect 
of genocide as defined under the 
UN Genocide Convention.”

“So they didn’t just silence me, 
or people speaking out against the 
oppression of Palestinians, or many 
First Nations people in creative and 
cultural industries. They’ve shut 
down my contribution to raising 
issues of justice for Stolen Gener-
ations members through my novel. 
That’s what the novel was – I wrote 
it to honour them and to help put 
calls for justice and support for 
them back on the table.”  

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au

https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/events/han/2025/2025_05_20_DAILY.pdf
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National peace group, the Independ-
ent and Peaceful Australia Network 
(IPAN) has slammed what they say 
is a ‘hands off’ approach to Ameri-
can military activities in the Top End, 
amid revelations that a significant 
infrastructure project for storing 
hazardous materials does not meet 
construction standards to withstand 
a category Three cyclone.

The Project Caymus tanks, at East Arm 
on Darwin Harbour, in March this year, were 
revealed to have been constructed unlawfully, 
without a building permit. 

Since then, Larrakia Traditional Owners 
have pointed to the project’s discharge 
of unfiltered test water into the harbour, 
without a Waste Discharge License from 
the NT Environmental Protection Author-
ity (NTEPA). 

An ABC investigation has reported that 
the tanks were built to inadequate plans 
which were further altered to reduce the 
tanks’ wind durability below category three 
cyclone standards. 

Justin Tutty, a spokesperson for IPAN, 
warns that “this compounded regulatory 
vacuum exposes a ‘hands off’ approach taken 
to various risks posed by the growing USA 
military presence in the Top End.” 

“This big project didn’t just miss filling 
in a form or two,” Tutty said, “[it] proceeded 
over several years, under multiple project 

managers, apparently free of any relevant 
regulatory guidance,’ he said. 

This lack of regulatory guidance has now 
resulted in 11 huge leaky fuel tanks at the 
port that won’t stand up to a medium range 
cyclone. All Territorians should be extremely 
concerned about this,’ said Tutty. 

According to Tutty, the bilateral Force 
Posture Agreement gives life to a list of ‘spe-
cial facilities and areas’ over which the USA 
maintain ‘access and control.’

“Because the special facilities and areas 
list is a secret list, we don’t know whether 
the fuel tanks site is included, but that might 
explain how appropriate regulation was so 
flagrantly avoided,” he said. 

The USA military presence in the Top End 
has grown steadily since President Obama 
came to Darwin in 2011. 

Tutty claims the compounded failures at 
the tank farm illustrate the way other risks 
of the buildup are being handled. 

“Does anyone believe we are doing better 
at managing the impact of exercises, the risk 
of sexual assault by visiting military per-
sonnel, the presence of illegal weapons, the 
risk of non-strategic conflict?” asked Tutty. 

“The Territory needs responsible local 
authorities to stand up for Australia: to set 
some boundaries for the foreign military 
presence and guarantee Australian law will 
prevail in every appropriate circumstance.”  
IPAN  

Cyclone warning on  
US military activities in Top End

CPA greeting to the Communist 
Party of Norway’s 32nd Congress

For Socialism & Peace!
Runa Evensen

Chairperson
E: nkp@nkp.no

Dear comrade,

The Communist Party of Australia conveys 
warmest greetings to the members and 
leadership of the Communist Party of Norway 
on the celebration of its 32nd Congress to be 
held in Oslo from 7th to 9th of June 2025. 

We are confident that your 32nd Congress will 
contribute to strengthening of the Communist Party 
of Norway and its role in the ongoing struggle for 
Socialism and Peace. Your Congress takes place at 
a crucial time for a broad Left Front mobilising the 
working-class movement and people generally against 
the drums of fascism, war in Europe and elsewhere. 

We wish your 32nd congress every success in its 
deliberations and we extend our wholehearted greetings 
to the party leadership, congress delegates and party 
members in general on the challenge for a better world. 

We look forward to hearing about your congress 
resolutions as we strengthen the fraternal relations 
between the Communist Party of Australia and the 
Communist Party of Norway on the basis of international 
solidarity and the struggle for socialism and peace.

Long live working-class internationalism!

Communist Party of Australia, CPA
International Department

2nd June 2025

Ezme Webb-Hines

Voices of concern and confu-
sion have been raised in China 
over the Australian govern-
ment’s continued efforts to 
break the contract with the 
Landbridge Group’s manage-
ment of Darwin’s commer-
cial port. 

Signed in 2015, the first ten 
years of the 99 year lease has seen 
Landbridge’s investment and man-
agement significantly transform 
the port.

Facilities were upgraded with 

China’s world-leading technology, 
allowing total gross tonnage of 
arriving vessels to increase 95.7 per 
cent, and turning port operations 
from loss to profit.

The $506 million deal helped 
ease the North Territory govern-
ment’s debt crisis at a time the 
federal government wasn’t investing 
in NT infrastructure.

“It’s very morally inappropriate 
to rent out the port when it is in the 
red and take it back once it is prof-
itable,” said Chinese Ambassador 
to Australia Xiao Qian.

The Darwin Port deal has 

become a political football in Aus-
tralian domestic affairs, undergoing 
at least three official reviews, all of 
which found there are no justifiable 
grounds for breaking the lease con-
tract, even under the deliberately 
vague and desperate notions of 
‘national security.’

Still, the United States contin-
ues to pressure Australia to reduce 
Chinese investment and this latest 
campaign to replace Landbridge 
with a US-owned company has to 
be seen in the context of the US 
trade war on the globe. 

The question is why successive 

Australian governments choose to 
side with the increasingly erratic 
US in their destabilising attacks 
on China for simply existing and 
doing well. 

While Australia continues doing 
whatever the US wants, it will be 
always be at the whims of chaotic 
US imperialism. 

The Australian trade relation-
ship with China is clearly a more 
stable bet, with methodical and 
transparent five, ten, and thirty 
year plans readily available for the 
world to read and respond to. 

Australia and other supposedly 

independent countries shouldn’t 
have to make a choice between 
China or the US for trade and 
investment, but it has been Wash-
ington’s demand that it be this way.

The Global Times reports some 
Australian figures suggest Land-
bridge will be well-compensated 
if the Darwin Port deal is broken. 
They may well be, but at what cost 
to the Australian public and its 
reputation as a reliable investment 
partner?  

Darwin Port

Darwin Harbour. Photo: Geoff Whalan – flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)



Guardian� 9 June 2025   9

Graham Holton

The moving picture industry was 
based originally in New York and 
then moved to California in 1903, 
where labour costs were cheaper. 
By 1913 the first full feature 14-reel 
“silent movies” were being pro-
duced. People desperate for work 
signed on as extras, for as little as a 
dollar a day, about US$20 today. By 
the 1920s a day’s pay was US$5. It 
was a dangerous industry with few 
safety laws and no unions to insist 
on safety. People were injured, or 
killed, with little consequence to 
the directors or the movie pro-
ducers. Women were exploited 
in low-paid roles, or worked with 
dangerous nitrate film that could 
burst into flames. 

The demand for talented stunt people 
was such that they were paid a weekly 
salary of US$150. Others were paid by the 
stunt. A high dive up to 60 feet was paid a 
dollar a foot, overturning a wagon was $30 
and $20 extra if he was dragged across the 
ground by a horse. Transferring from a 
motor cycle to a biplane was $100. Many 
stuntmen were injured and some killed. 
Cameramen knew the dangers faced by 
stuntmen. There was no back projection, 
nor green screen CGI for special effects. 
What is seen on the screen is what the 
cameraman saw through the camera’s 
lens. In Howard Hughes’ 1930 epic Hell’s 
Angels, real bullets were used to ensure 
realism in the aerial battle scenes. 

Michael Curtiz’s Noah’s Ark (1928) 
was an epic disaster film, starring Dolores 
Costello and George O’Brien. Filmed at 
Vitagraph Studios, it had spectacular 
massive sets and the nail-biting action 
expected of silent movies. To ensure live 
dramatic footage, Curtiz had the reser-
voir of dump tanks flooding down on 

the unexpecting extras. Costello called 
the scene brutal. The cameraman, Byron 
Haskin, called Curtiz a sadist. The camera 
captured men drowning, and they were 
drowning. It was an unbelievable scene 
of carnage showing dozens of people 
churned around in the flood water, injured 
or killed. Curtiz had no remorse: he got 
the realism he wanted. 

As always, the pressures of the work 
caused workers to organise and unionise, 
and as always the bosses fought back 
and fought dirty. By the 1920s movie 
companies were using spies, and ‘yellow 
dog’contracts that forbade workers to join 
a labour union. Movie producers filmed 
anti-labour propaganda with titles such 
as: Labor Agitators, Lazy Bill and The 
Strikers, and Anarchists on Board. The 
stereotypical labour agitator was shown 
threatening the hard-working company 
bosses. Union members were depicted 
as blue collar workers.

Hollywood was conspicuous for its lack 
of safety laws and unions. Craft workers 
were the first to organise. The Interna-
tional Association of Theatrical and Stage 
Employees (IATSE) was formed in New 
York in 1893. In 1918 five hundred went 
on strike. The Studio Basic Agreement 
of 1926 was the first union agreement to 
improve the lot of Hollywood workers.

In March 1933 the movie studios 
announced a 50 per cent pay cut and 
lengthened hours of work. The famous 
star of Frankenstein, Boris Karloff, had to 
do a 25-hour shoot. The Great Depression 
forced actors, stage hands, and writers to 
organise. The Screen Actors Guild was 
set up in 1933, and the Teamsters Local 
399 was created soon after. Under the 
protection of the new National Labor 
Relations Act, the Screen Writers Guild 
was elected bargaining agent for screen-
writers in 1938. 

The history of unionism in the 

Hollywood film industry is one of fierce 
struggles and courageous victories. John 
Howard Lawson, the Screen Writers 
Guild’s first president, was a member 
of the Communist Party. Film histo-
rian Gerald Horne, in Class Struggle in 
Hollywood 1930-1950 (2001), calls him 
“the spark.” The 1945 strike at Warner 
Brothers saw 10,000 workers clash with 
police who responded with tear gas and 
truncheons. Two years later, at the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
(HUAC), Lawson refused to give up the 
names of other communists. He served 
a year in prison and was blacklisted for 
life, unable to work in the industry he 
fought so hard to make safe.

The strength of unions has greatly 
increased since the 1930s. Unions such 
as the IATSE, DGA, SAG-AFTRA, and 
WGA negotiate contracts, and ensure good 
wages and safe working conditions. IATSE 
represents the interests of technicians, 
artisans, and craftspeople in film and 
television. SAG-AFTRA (Screen Actors 
Guild) represents actors, performers, and 
media professionals, for film, television, 
radio, and digital media.

Unions are still fighting the tough 
fight. Unions are seeking protection from 
AI being used to alter or copy voices in TV 
programmes, movies and video games. 
Production crews work 13-hour days, six 
days a week. 62 per cent of film workers 
say their work conditions take a toll on 
their mental health. Television produc-
tion workers are so exhausted that more 
that 25 per cent have experienced serious 
accidents. To qualify for health insurance, 
performers need to earn US$27,000 
(AUD $42,000) annually. Actors long 
retired become extras in films so that 
they can retain their pensions. Far from 
the glamour portrayed by Hollywood, 
the class struggle is still being fought in 
Tinsel Town.  

Unions are still fighting  
the tough fight.

A working class struggle – Silent films  
and the rise of unionism in Hollywood

CPA greeting to  
the Communist Party  

of Chile’s 113th anniversary
Barbara Figueroa Sandoval
General Secretary
E: internacional@pcchile.cl

Dear comrade,

The Communist Party of Australia conveys its 
warmest greetings to the members and leadership 
of the Communist Party of Chile on the celebration 
of its 113 years milestone on 4th June 2025. 

We are happy to celebrate this anniversary with you. In this 
we recognise the Chilean revolutionaries like Luis Emilio 
Recabarren and other committed comrades in the struggle 
of the working class. 

We are confident that your upcoming anniversary will be a 
time of dedicated work as well as celebration to strengthen 
the Communist Party of Chile in your role for the ongoing 
struggle for Socialism and Peace. 

This anniversary takes place at a crucial time for a broad Left 
Front mobilising the working-class movement and people 
generally against the drums of fascism and war around the 
world. 

We wish the Communist Party of Chile every success and we 
extend our wholehearted greetings to the party leadership, 
and party members in general for a better world for all. 

We look forward to strengthening the fraternal relations 
between the Communist Party of Australia and the Communist 
Party of Chile on the basis of international solidarity and the 
struggle for socialism.

Long live the Communist Party of Chile!

Communist Party of Australia, CPA
International Department

2nd June 2025
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Informal votes  
make a difference
Dear Comrade Editor,
As of 29 May the federal election AEC 
tally count is still continuing, with 
Bradfield having a 3-vote difference 
between Liberal Gisele Kapterian and 
Teal Nicolette Boele. The tally room is 
now going through and discarding all 
informal votes. So far 6,592 informal 
votes, 5.6 per cent, have been excluded. 
Informal votes do make a difference 
in the political count.

Every electorate has had a high number 
of informal votes, a 1 per cent increase from 
2022. Is it that voters do not know how to 
fill in a voting ballot, or is there a political 
message behind such a high number? The 
highest percentage of informal votes are in 

NSW and the least are in the ACT. Former 
deputy prime minister, Michael McCormack, 
slammed informal voters in his Riverina 
electorate, saying it was “shameful.” His 
electorate has 13,260 informal votes, a 4.1 
per cent increase from the 2022 election. 

An AEC spokesperson told 9 News that 
informal votes are “when voters incorrectly 
number all the boxes of the ballot paper, leave 
the ballot paper blank, or do anything other 
than follow the instructions on the ballot 
paper.” Legally, voters only have to have 
their names crossed off from the electoral 
list. Ballots left blank can be an exercise in 
their ‘right’ to not vote, or a protest against 
being compelled to attend a polling place. 
Informal votes may also express dissatisfac-
tion, apathy, or discontent with the political 
status quo.

Academics have argued for years whether 

informal votes are a misunderstanding of 
our complex voting system, or are a political 
message to the government that no party is 
worth voting for. In 2016 professor Hill told 
ABC radio’s Hack: “Now intentional informal 
voting is on par, almost, with unintentional 
informal voting.” If intentional, what are 
voters saying?

The large number of informal votes across 
all electorates is apparently sending the gov-
ernment a message which political parties 
need to listen to. I have spoken to many 
voters who intentionally cast an informal 
vote as a protest to the government. Theirs 
was a message of discontent with the present 
system of government.

Graham Holton
Sunshine Coast

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Solutions to  
Che Guevara Crossword

Guardian 2 June 2025  #2147
Across

5.	� Santa Clara – Cuban city, 1997 Guevara and six other 
revolutionaries were given a proper burial here

8.	� Alberto Korda – Cuban photographer, most famous for 
taking the now most iconic photo of Guevara

10.	�Che – Spanish word for “Mate,” “Bloke,” “Buddy,” 
“Dude,” etc

11.	�MamboTango – Name of the raft gifted to Guevara 
which he used to sail down the Amazon river 

Down
1.	 �Motorcycle – A vehicle which Guevara used to travel 

throughout South America

2.	 �Stalin – Soviet leader and Marxist-Leninist author, 
Guevara affectionately referred to him as “Daddy/Papa”

3.	 �Hands – The part of Guevara’s body that was 
amputated after his execution

4.	� El Chancho – Guevara’s lesser known and more 
unflattering nickname, referencing his at times unkept 
nature 

6.	� Three Peso – Denomination and Currency which 
features Guevara’s portrait

7.	 �Janz – Surname of crossword author despite sharing 
Guevara’s nickname has no relation to him

9.	 �Rosario – City in Argentina, Largest in Santa Fe 
province, Guevara’s birthplace 

Class Struggle,  
A Political and Philosophical History

by Domenico Losurdo
Joseph Jamison

Domenico Losurdo’s recently trans-
lated works Stalin: History and Cri-
tique of a Black Legend and Western 
Marxism are making him better known 
to English-speaking readers. This book 
is equally significant.

In fact, there is hardly an idea more fun-
damental to Marxism than class struggle. 
The very first lines of the first chapter of 
the Communist Manifesto (1848) proclaim:

The history of all hitherto existing society 
is the history of class struggles. Freeman 
and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord 
and serf, guild-master and journeyman, 
in a word, oppressor and oppressed, 
stood in constant opposition to one 
another, carried on an uninterrupted, 
now hidden, now open fight, a fight 
that each time ended, either in a 
revolutionary reconstitution of society 
at large, or in the common ruin of the 
contending classes.

Marx’s word is plural, not singular, “class 
struggles,” a fact that Losurdo considers 
highly significant.

Losurdo’s method is to make no assertion 
about theory not backed up by a reference to 

a historical example. The book is organised 
chronologically in 13 chapters. He surveys 
the evolution of the concept of class struggle 
from early Marx and Engels, to their mature 
works, to Lenin, Gramsci, Mao, Deng, and 
later theorists up to the present.

Marx did not originate the theory of 
class struggle. In a letter of March 5, 1852 
to Joseph Weydemeyer Marx wrote:

As for myself, I do not claim to have 
discovered either the existence of classes 
or the struggle between them ... What I 
did that was new was to prove (1) that 
the existence of classes is only bound up 
with particular historical phases in the 
development of production; (2) that the 
class struggle necessarily leads to the 
dictatorship of the proletariat; (3) that 
this dictatorship itself only constitutes 
the transition to the abolition of all 
classes and to a classless society.

Losurdo’s main thesis is that the concept 
of class struggle, as developed by Marx and 
Engels, should be understood as a compre-
hensive theory of social conflict that tran-
scends simplistic, binary interpretations. In 
other words: the class struggle is not merely 
the conflict between capitalists and workers. 
A key Losurdo idea is the need to overcome 

“the binary interpretation of social conflict, 
which perceives only one contradiction (for 
example, opposing rich and poor) which does 
not make it possible to understand eman-
cipatory movements, whose social basis is 
not formed exclusively of poor people.”[1]

Losurdo critiques the populist tendency 
to reduce class struggle to a moral opposition 
between the poor and the rich, arguing that 
such a perspective overlooks the complexity 
and multifaceted nature of social conflicts. 
Instead, he emphasises that Marx, Engels 
and Lenin arrived at a concept of class 
struggle that includes struggles for national 
liberation, gender equality, and anti-colonial 
movements, each interwoven in unique his-
torical contexts. ​

Written after the 2008 global financial 
crisis, which revived memories of the 1930s 
Great Depression and its fierce class strug-
gles and unprecedented interest in Marxism, 
Class Struggle begins by noting how in recent 
decades major bourgeois thinkers such as 
Niall Ferguson had complacently dismissed 
Marxism’s claim that class struggle is the 
driving force of history. The 2008 crash 
may have given them a reason to rethink 
their position.

Losurdo aims:
to reconstruct the significance of a 

theory as well as the alterations and 
oscillations it has undergone … we 
need to throw light on the theory of 
class struggle formulated by Marx and 
Engels, integrating it into the history of 
their development as philosophers and 
revolutionary militants and their active 
engagement in the political struggles of 
their time … we must determine whether 
this theory is capable of shedding light 
on the rich, tormented history that starts 
out from the Communist Manifesto.

Losurdo contends that Marx and Engels 
developed their theory of class struggle in 
“fits and starts” and only gradually  arrived 
at a mature formulation, which included not 
only the central worker-capitalist contradic-
tion, but also national, racial, and colonial 
oppression and gender inequality. The book 
traces the evolution of the concept of class 
struggle through history, highlighting how 
it has manifested in different forms – such 
as slavery, colonialism, and imperialism 
– beyond the few industrialised capitalist 
societies of Marx’s time.

Not a book for beginners, this book 
gives a convincing defence of the unrivalled 
explanatory power of the Marxist theory of 
class struggle.
Mltoday (edited for space)  

Book Review
Cuba: An American history

by Ada Ferrer
Graham Holton

Ada Ferrer’s history of Cuba begins with Colum-
bus and the island’s Spanish colonisation, and ends 
with Donald Trump’s election in 2016. Ferrer takes 
a pro-Cuba view that sees the CIA-backed Bay of 
Pigs invasion on 17 April 1961, as “optimism bor-
dering on lunacy.” In 1968 Fidel Castro introduced 
a radical land reform that distributed agricultural 
land from large private owners to individual fami-
lies and state-controlled farms and directed state 
resources to produce sugar for export to the Soviet 
Union in exchange for imports. 

In Algeria in 1965, Che Guevara wrote in Socialism and 
Man in Cuba: “The new society in formation has to com-
pete fiercely with the past.” People had to defeat the past in 
themselves and adopt a “new scale of values.” By 1970 Cuba 
had made an irreversible push for socialism, transforming 
social relations, and creating new institutions.

Ferrer argues that the poverty in Cuba in the 1990s 
was created by the dissolution of the Soviet Union and 
the crippling US embargo. The Helms-Burton Act of 1996 
increased already existing sanctions. The Cuban National 
Assembly passed the Law Reaffirming Cuban Dignity and 
Sovereignty declaring the Helms-Burton Act illegal. Despite 
the tough years that followed Cuba retained the permanence 
of revolution and socialism. The revolutionary government’s 

power is borne by the revolution fulfilling the independence 
of Cuba. On one side is Cuba’s revolution, the communist 
party and Fidel Castro. On the other side is US imperialism, 
US capitalism and counter-revolution.

Raúl Castro replaced his brother in 2008. That same 
year Barack Obama was elected president. Obama suggested 
an improved treatment of Latin America, including Cuba. 
Fidel wondered if for all Obama’s hopes it was useless when 
facing the great contradictions within the US government 
and capitalism. He concluded that Obama could change 
little, which history quickly showed was correct. Obama 
visited Cuba in 2016, “to bury the last remnant of the Cold 
War in the Americas.” That year Fidel died, and Donald 
Trump was elected president, placing extra political and 
financial pressure on Cuba.

The antipathy of Cuban exiles toward Castro framed 
how many US citizens perceived the island state 90 miles 
off the Florida coast. 

Ferrer’s interesting book concentrates on the neighbour 
to the north and like other US historians of Cuba shows little 
regard to what other powers, such as the United Kingdom, 
were doing in Cuba. There is little analysis of Cuba’s mil-
itary interventions in Africa and Latin America, fighting 
for independence movements, nor Cuba’s great political 
influence across Latin America. 

Despite these shortcomings it is a good place to start, 
well worth the read.  

https://mltoday.com/?p=27654&preview=true
https://mltoday.com/?p=27654&preview=true
https://mltoday.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=33268&action=edit
https://mltoday.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=33268&action=edit
file:///Users/hollie/G-Working/2148/applewebdata://348145C6-DD95-4115-9F2C-F15E91FC886B#_ftn1
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Reviewer: Eileen Whitehead

A common misconception is that we 
live in a free-market capitalist econ-
omy that protects our individual free-
doms, that competition thrives and we 
all share in the prosperity. The real-
ity is that the rich get richer while the 
rest of us get crumbs.

In this book, Blakeley gives a blistering 
critique of capitalism and reveals how our 
economy is rigged to benefit corporations 
and the uber-wealthy at every level. She 
reflects on how the neoliberal planning of 
the 1980s emaciated organised labour and 
caused forced backdoor bailouts and market 
crashes, which decimated our global econ-
omy. Welcome to vulture capitalism.

She explains the meaning of ‘capital’ as 
referring to a relationship between different 
groups as well as the physical stuff (cash) that 
defines that relationship. Capitalists own the 
resources required to produce commodi-
ties (what Marx calls those resources ‘the 
means of production’). Workers are forced 
to sell their labour. Under feudalism land 
was owned by the aristocratic class. Cap-
italists dominate society using the means 
of production.

Blakeley scoffs at the idea of capitalism 
defined by free markets. “A capitalist soci-
ety is one organised around the interests of 
bosses-not a free-market utopia.” Today we 
see that megafirms are hardly constrained 
by the pressures of market competition. “In 
place of the freedom promised through free 
markets, we find a world dominated by a few 

massive corporations, financial institutions, 
states, and empires. A world characterised 
by pervasive central planning. The question 
we should ask ourselves, then, is not whether 
planning is possible in a capitalist economy. 
Instead, we should ask where planning is 
taking place, how it is being executed, and 
whose interests it is serving.” 

Blakeley goes on to talk about today’s 
inflation saying it’s not natural but politi-
cal. Those with the most power made huge 
amounts of money from COVID, while others 
lost out. She points to the relentless pursuit 
of profit among a few powerful actors in the 
global economy, such as the shipping compa-
nies responsible for transporting 90 per cent 
of goods helping to create the inflationary 
pressure by increasing prices and making 
huge profits – followed by energy companies. 
Exxon made its highest annual profits in 2021 
and launched a $10 billion share buy-back 
programme, giving shareholders billions in 
capital gains: money that could have been 
used to accelerate transition to renewables.

Workers tend to get the blame for infla-
tion for seeking wage rises. In fact, inflation 
is driven by a profit-price spiral as large cor-
porations use market power to raise prices far 
more than the increase in their costs, using 
inflation as an excuse. The cost of living is 
actually being driven by “a toxic melding 
of public and private power.” For Blakeley, 
no economic crisis is a truly natural event. 
The dynamics of modern capitalism are the 
cause, always resolved in the interests of the 
most powerful. 

With the current climate breakdown, 

Blakeley sees the lack of action caused due to 
capitalist competition. If one firm decarbon-
ises, competitors can get ahead by continuing 
their use of fossil fuels. Climate breakdown 
is the biggest problem facing global capital, 
with protection of its interests put ahead of 
the general welfare. We are currently seeing 
this in practice in Australia with Woodside. 
Larry Fink of investment giant Blackrock 
“plans to vote against most climate motions 
put forward by activist shareholders …”

These powerful corporations are shaping 
conditions of life for everyone else, wield-
ing their power with little or no democratic 
accountability. We’re being treated like serfs 
who were told to read their bibles and look 
forward to a better life in the next world. 
Blakeley alleges that we’ve been brainwashed 
into believing that free-market capitalism, 
while not perfect, is the best option. As a 
conclusion, she reminds us of those in the 
past – the Levellers and the Diggers who 
rebelled against an unfair system – pointing 
out that movements “when undertaken at 
scale” can have the “power to subvert and 
even uproot capitalism itself.”

We need millions of people to believe 
that change is possible. “We do not have 
to live in a society defined by such extreme 
inequalities of wealth and power. We do not 
have to spend the rest of our lives dealing 
with feelings of hopelessness and despair. 
We do not have to live in a world that is so 
unfree. We have only to peer through the 
cracks already emerging within capitalism 
to catch a glimpse of the real freedom that 
awaits on the other side.”  

Book Review

VULTURE CAPITALISM: 
Corporate Crimes, Backdoor Bailouts,  

and the Death of Freedom
By Grace Blakeley

Unrest in Kentucky: indie industrial action
Graham Holton

In Kentucky the behind-the-scenes 
crew walked off the set of the US$3M 
indie film Cipher, starring Terrence 
Howard, in protest after produc-
tion refused to recognise the IATSE 
(International Alliance of Theatri-
cal Stage Employees) union as their 
collective bargaining representative. 

The production has contracts with 
the Directors Guild of America and 
SAG-AFTRA, but IATSE was absent 
from the negotiation table. 

The crew believe they were being classi-
fied as independent contractors rather than 
employees, and want to unionise to secure 
industry-standard pension and health ben-
efits, which are crucial for freelance crews. 
Workers began picketing in front of the 

production base camp and crew parking 
areas. Cipher, written and directed by Tony 
Giglio, is being filmed in Louisville, Kentucky, 
receiving more than US$1M in tax credits 
from the Kentucky Entertainment Initiative. 

According to the Reel360 website this 
industrial action highlights an increasing 
trend for workers demanding improved 
treatment and benefits, regardless of the 
film’s budget or location. “With high-profile 

stars attached and a tax rebate in play, the 
outcome of Cipher’s strike could set a new 
precedent for below-the-line crews fighting 
for representation on mid-budget produc-
tions.” The Louisville Filmmaking Group 
warned that anyone who takes work on this 
job site will be crossing a picket line.  

Mexican communists campaign  
to get on ballot

Tim Pelzer 

The Communist Party of 
Mexico (PCM) has launched 
a countrywide campaign to 
meet official requirements to 
get on the ballot for the 2027 
and 2030 elections.

Party leader Pavel Blanco told 
People’s Voice in an interview that 
the PCM must gather 350,000 
signatures as required by the 
National Electoral Institute (INE) 
to regain its electoral registration. 
The Party has set up committees 
in municipalities across Mexico, 
that are collecting signatures in the 
country of more than 131 million 
people. It is also using social media 
including its YouTube channel (El 
Machete TV), and Instagram to 
gather signatures.

Mexicans who want to support 
the Party’s registration can sign the 
online Plataforma Comunista de 
Mexico. They will then be contacted 
by PCM committees in the area who 
will gather their signatures.

According to Blanco, INE also 
requires the party to “hold assem-
blies in 200 electoral districts with 
300 registered voters or 20 state 
assemblies with 3,000 voters. Each 
meeting must then elect 3 dele-
gates that must attend a national 
assembly.”

The PCM has until 28 February 
2026 to meet the requirements 
demanded by INE to get on the 
ballot.

The PCM leader said the Party 
wants to run candidates who will 
fight for the working class in the 
upcoming 2027 and 2030 elections. 

He said there is little difference 
between the governing social demo-
cratic National Regeneration Move-
ment (MORENA) and right-wing 
opposition parties in the Chamber 
of Deputies and Senate which sup-
port the big corporate monopolies 
and the richest 1 per cent of the 
population. “The existing parties 
differ little in their programs and 
end up bribing people to vote for 
them,” stated Blanco.

Since its refounding in 1994, the 
PCM has been unable to regain its 
former electoral registration that it 
achieved in 1978. Mexico has the 
most restrictive electoral laws in 
the world, designed to maintain the 
political monopoly of the existing 
political parties and keep out rival 
competitors. The Party ran can-
didates in 1979, winning 5.4 per 

cent of the vote and electing nine 
deputies to the National Congress, 
to become the third-largest party 
in the country.

In 1981, members voted to dis-
solve the PCM and form the United 
Socialist Party of Mexico (PSUM) 
with other left forces. Then in 1987, 
the PSUM changed its name to the 
Mexican Socialist Party (PMS). 
In 1988, the PMS dissolved and 
formed the Democratic Revolu-
tion Party (PRD) with dissident 
members from the long governing 
Institutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI).

The PRD – to which former 
Mexican President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador belonged during 
the first part of his political career, 
and which he abandoned to form 
MORENA in 2011 – inherited the 

PCM’s electoral registration and 
property. The PRD went on to 
form an alliance with the National 
Action Party.

Denied ballot access for the 
2024 elections, the PCM ran Marco 
Vinicio Davila for president as well 
as candidates for various states 
governors as write-in candidates. 
According to the Party newspa-
per El Machete, PCM candidates 
officially received at least 85,000 
write-in votes and probably more 
since “we have evidence that many 
of the votes our candidates received 
were marked as null.”
People’s Voice  
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Peace-oriented Japanese cit-
izens staged a protest against 
the “Defence Security Equip-
ment International (DSEI) 
Japan 2025,” a trade fair that 
began on 21 May in Chiba City 
to showcase the latest defense 
and security technologies.

Chanting, “No to merchants of 
death,” 350 protesters, including 
civic group activists, concerned 
citizens, and Japanese Communist 
Party local assembly members, 
performed a die-in and formed a 
human chain near the exposition 
site.

Peace groups from Palestine, 
South Korea, and the UK, in addi-
tion to JCP Dietmembers Akamine 
Seiken, Motomura Nobuko, and 

Yamazoe Taku sent messages in 
solidarity to the demonstration.

A protester said, “It is unfor-
givable that about 20 Israeli mili-
tary companies, which have been 
indirectly committing genocide in 
Palestine, are participating in this 
trade expo.”

A woman from Gaza said, “Tens 
of thousands of people have been 
killed, and the situation keeps get-
ting worse every day. The compa-
nies in the expo should be ashamed. 
We won’t be silent. Free Palestine!”

JCP Policy Commission Chair 
Yamazoe Taku has used a press 
conference in the Diet (parlia-
ment) to criticise Prime Minister 
Ishiba for being the first sitting 
Prime Minister to attend the arms 

fair. Noting that more than 100 
Palestinians are killed each day in 
Israeli attacks on Gaza, Taku said 
that he feels bitter resentment with 
PM Ishiba’s act of participating in 
an arms show displaying the same 
type of weapons which are used in 
Israel’s Gaza strikes.

In addition, he said that PM 
Ishiba in his lecture at the three-
day event expressed his intent to 
aggressively promote arms exports 
and international joint development 
and production of weapons, which 
is totally unacceptable.
Japan Press Weekly  

Vijay Prashad

Four points from the Global Report 
on Food crises.

1. The number of people who are hungry 
is greater now than last year.

2. The amount of food produced this 
year is greater than that produced last year.

3. There is enough food to feed the total 
world population, and more.

4. How do we explain why people are 
hungry?

Let’s look at the  data.
Point no. 1: 733 million people faced 

chronic hunger in 2023, according to studies 
from the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), World Food Programme, World 
Health Organisation, International Fund 
for Agricultural Development, and United 
Nations Children’s Fund.

Point no. 2: The world’s farmers and 
agribusinesses produced 11 billion metric 
tonnes of food (including meat, fish, and 
9.6 billion metric tonnes of primary crops 
– such as maize, rice, and wheat) in 2022, 
as the FAO reports.

Point no. 3 is made clear by a simple 
calculation with one premise.

Premise: A person eats one tonne or 
1,000 kilograms of food per year (the FAO 
standard for global average food consumption 
is 2,800 kilocalories per person per day).

Calculation: If one tonne of food is needed 
for one person, and there are eleven billion 
tonnes of food produced, then there is enough 
food for eleven billion people.

Conclusion: There are currently eight 
billion people on the planet. Therefore, 
there is enough food for all the people on 
the planet, with enough surplus to feed an 
additional three billion.

Point no. 4: How do we explain why 
people are hungry?

There are many reasons for acute hunger 
but none of them can be attributed to a lack 
of food due to population growth, as Malthu-
sians, who believe that population growth 
outstrips food production, allege.

There are at least three reasons why near 
famine persist in many parts of the world.

First, wars destroy agricultural and food 
distribution systems. This is the most obvious 
creator of hunger. This is the reason why there 
is famine in Sudan, a country that has the 
largest land area for farming in all of Africa 
and – if there were no war – could become 
the breadbasket of Africa. Despite the war, 
Sudan is the world’s largest exporter of oily 
seeds (groundnuts, safflower, sesame, soy-
bean, and sunflower). Around 80% of the 
world’s gum Arabic is produced in Sudan’s 
countryside. But most fields cannot be 
tended, and many of the farmers have been 
forced off the land or forced to pick up a gun 
because of war.

Second, an ugly old habit of waste remains 

with us. One-fifth of all our food is lost or 
wasted (the equivalent of one billion meals 
a day), two-thirds of all consumption-level 
waste takes place in the richer countries, 
and 60% of global food waste happens at 
the household level. In the richer countries, 
most food waste happens at the retail and 
consumer stages largely because of the high 
level of processing and packaging as well as 
plate waste in households and restaurants. 
In the poorer countries, most food waste 
takes place at the point of production (due 
to bad weather, pests, and disease) and in 
storage (due to poor facilities with inadequate 
refrigeration and inefficient transportation 
systems).

Third, the main reason why people do 
not eat is that they do not have the money to 
eat. Inequality, in other words, is the engine 
of hunger. Let us once more list the facts:

Over 700 million people in the world 
live on less than $2.15 per day and cannot 
afford to buy food.

3.4 billion people live on less than $5.50 
per day, which makes it unlikely that they 
can afford to eat.

In 2023, the world’s total wealth was 
approximately $432 trillion. Of that, the top 
1% of the global adult population collectively 
owned 47.5% of the world’s total wealth, 
equivalent to $213.8 trillion (an average of 
$2.7 million per person). The bottom 50%, 
or 4 billion people, owned less than 1% of 
global wealth or $4.5 trillion ($1,125 per 
person). The yawning gap of wealth inequality 
increases every year.

Those with lower incomes simply cannot 
afford to eat because the inflation of food and 
fuel prices consume their budgets.

Hunger rates among women are higher 
than among men because when there is 
less food in a household, women eat less. 
In women-headed households, hunger rates 
are higher.

While indigenous peoples constitute 
less than 5% of the world’s population, 
they represent 15% of the extreme poor and 
suffer higher rates of hunger than other 
communities.

As the UN Food and Agriculture Organi-
sation argued in 2021, “Poverty remains the 
main cause of food insecurity worldwide, as 
people lack the resources to access adequate 
food, even when it is available.”

All these  statistics, cannot explain the 
damage that poverty does to the human 
spirit. The sullenness of poverty produces 
a kind of fatalism which makes it difficult 
for the impoverished person to explain 
their situation. Cold statistics alone do not 
explain to the impoverished the reality of 
their circumstances, which they already 
know very well. Sometimes, it is poetry 
that is best able to articulate the capitalist 
structure of poverty and the impact it has 
on the human spirit.

Nicolás Guillén (1902–1989) was one of 
the greatest Cuban poets both before and 
after the revolution. In 1931, he published 
the poem Caña (Sugarcane) in his collec-
tion ‘Sóngoro Cosongo,’ a title based on the 
sound of the Afro-Cuban drums:

The Black man 
beside the canefield.
The Yankee 
atop the canefield.
The land 
beneath the canefield.
Blood 
that slips away from us!

If you want to end hunger, you must 
end poverty. In 2021, the Chinese people 
ended absolute poverty in their country. By 
November 2025, the people of Kerala, India, 
will have ended extreme poverty – one year 
ahead of their target date. Vietnam is on 
the road to eliminating absolute poverty. 
This was also the ambition of Burkina Faso 
under Thomas Sankara (1949–1987) and has 
been reborn under the country’s new leader, 

Captain Ibrahim Traoré. Not through char-
ity or foreign aid, but through self-reliance. 

In 1986, Sankara declared, “We must suc-
ceed in producing more – producing more, 
because it’s natural that he who feeds you, 
also imposes his will.” In 2023, Traoré raised 
Sankara’s spirit and said, “Our predecessors 
taught us one thing: a slave who cannot 
assume his own revolt does not deserve to 
be pitied. We do not feel sorry for ourselves, 
we do not ask anyone to feel sorry for us. 
The people of Burkina Faso have decided 
to fight, to fight against terrorism, in order 
to relaunch their development.” The people 
of Burkina Faso, today, he added, are asking 
the following questions:

We do not understand how Africa, with 
so much wealth on its soil, with generous 
nature, water, sunshine in abundance – how 
Africa is today the poorest continent. Africa 
is a hungry continent. And how come there 
are heads of state all over the world beg-
ging? These are the questions we are asking 
ourselves, and we have no answers so far.

But they will soon have answers, and 
when they do, they will ask new questions, 
and then history will move forward.
Tricontinental Institute (edited for space)  

Feeding 11 billion
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Statement from the Communist Party of Ireland 
on the British government decision to charge 
Liam Óg Ó hAnnaidh of Kneecap.
The Communist Party of Ireland expresses its 
solidarity with Kneecap, who are now under 
serious threat by the forces of the British State. 

The arrest and charging of one of the group’s 
members Liam Óg Ó hAnnaidh, is just the latest in 
the ongoing effort to silence the group and to intim-
idate all those who oppose genocide in Gaza by the 
Zionist IDF. 

It is clear this is not just an attempt to silence 
Kneecap, but to silence all cultural workers who have 
spoken out against the ongoing genocide. 

The British state has used the same draconian 
“anti-terror” laws against thousands of Irish people 
over the decades to silence its opponents.

It is deeply ironic that those who continue to 
arm and give political and diplomatic cover for the 
Zionist genocide in Gaza and the ongoing repression 
of Palestinians in the West Bank remain free and 
unaccountable to any legal sanction. 

They wish to silence an artist, not charge those who 
order the dropping of bombs on terrified people shel-
tering in tents, IDF soldiers killing Palestinians with 
impunity, nor hold to account their political masters. 

They will not cease supplying them with weapons 
for industrial scale mass-murder or end the financing 
of the Zionist regime. 

Kneecap have struck a chord and reached millions 
of young people across the world with their courageous 
stand on Palestine. The British state want to gag them. 

The myth of ‘democracy’ in capitalist countries is 
increasingly being exposed for what it is. 

It is beholden on all of us and in particular with 
artists to stand shoulder to shoulder with Liam Óg 
and Kneecap. 

We need to intensify the cultural boycott of Zion-
ist Israel. 

We need more from the Irish state than empty 
sound-bites: we demand real action. 

An injury to one is the concern of all. Solidarity 
with Kneecap and all those who have shown solidarity 
with the heroic Palestinian people.  

BOLIVIA: Right-wing Bolivian presidential candidates met 
for a two-day forum in the United States at the invitation of 
investment billionaire Marcelo Claure. A major investor in 
Australian engineering and resources corporation Ausenco, 
Claure’s forum was part of the launch of the ‘Bolivia360’ 
project. This project ultimately aims to hand over control of 
Bolivian industries, resources, and politics to multination-
al corporations as part of a ‘transnationalisation’ scheme. 
Claure aims to unify the right-wing Bolivian opposition behind 
a single candidate. The forum represents the collaboration 
of Claure, the Harvard Growth Lab and Harvard University 
political training programs, the International Monetary Fund, 
the Inter-American Development Bank, and the World Bank 
to control Bolivia’s future. 

CHINA has undertaken a groundbreaking project with the 
launch of the Tianwen-2 probe, which is on a mission to col-
lect and return asteroid samples before going on to study 
a comet. Three key advances of this project include the 
development of technologies such as weak-gravity surface 
sampling, autonomous navigation, and deep space orbit 
transfers, as well as the successful use of precise, real-time 
adjustments to rocket speed and altitude. The project will 
deepen our knowledge of both space engineering and the 
early development of the solar system. 

VENEZUELA: Details have been revealed of alleged plots 
by far-right groups in Venezuela to attack foreign diplomats. 
Targets included embassies and residencies of Colombia, 
Spain, France, and the United Nations. Venezuela’s Minister 
of the Interior, Justice and Peace, Diosdado Cabello, 
announced that the plan was revealed by evidence obtained 
from the arrest of Juan Pablo Guanipa, a key figure in the 
unelected, US-backed ‘acting presidency’ of Juan Guaidó. 
The attacks aimed to destabilise the country with violence 
prior to elections, the results of which were to be disregard-
ed if unfavourable. Cabello alleges that these plans were 
financed by drug trafficking and organised crime network. He 
also drew attention to an influx of US weapons into the coun-
try. Guanipa’s arrest has been condemned by US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio as “unjustified and arbitrary.”

USA: US officials knew the majority of the arrests and 
deportations of 238 Venezuelans were unjustified and arbi-
trary, according to documents from Homeland Security. 
Government data reveals that only 32 of the deportees had 
been convicted of crimes in the US, with only 6 of these 
being violent offences. Officials were also aware that more 
than half the deportees had no criminal convictions or 
charges, instead being labelled as only having breached 
immigration laws. This flies in the face of the Trump admin-
istration’s justification for the arrests and deportations to 
prison camps in El Salvador. Trump claimed that the Tren de 
Aragua gang had infiltrated the US with Venezuelan govern-
ment backing.

CANADA: The Onion Lake Cree Nation (OLCN) and 
other Indigenous and environmental groups have voiced 
opposition to Albertan separatism amid talks of a constitu-
tional referendum on the Province of Alberta’s independence. 
Separatism is primarily supported by conservative and right-
wing groups opposed to what the Alberta Prosperity Project 
calls the “Socialist/ Marxist Post National State” of Canada, 
Christian nationalists, and corporations seeking to avoid fed-
eral moderation of environmental harm and resource looting. 
Indigenous groups such as the OLCN oppose separatism 
due to the potential risks of overturning treaties with the fed-
eral government and the Crown, which pre-date Alberta’s 
existence as a province. While some separatist figure-
heads claim to support Indigenous rights and even treaties, 
many are vocal in their opposition to ‘wokeness,’ the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
and the supposed rewriting of Canadian history. 

Global Briefs
Irish communists 

solidarity for 
Kneecap

Ecuador’s government has 
issued a public apology to a 
group of plantation workers, 
after the country’s constitu-
tional court ruled last year 
that they were subjected to 
slave-like conditions.

In an event held near the pres-
idential palace in Quito, various 
members of Ecuador’s cabinet 
recognised that more than 300 
workers of a Japanese-owned abaca 
plantation were forced to live in 
conditions of “modern slavery,” 
with labour minister Ivone Nunez 
pledging that Ecuador will strive to 
“build a state that guarantees the 
human rights of workers.”

The apology issued by 

government officials is one of the 
reparation measures ordered by 
the court last year, which deter-
mined that between 1963 and 2019 
workers of the Japanese company 
Furukawa were forced to live in 
dormitories without basic services 
at a plantation in western Ecuador, 
where accidents were common due 
to the lack of safety training. 

Former employees of Furukawa 
attended a ceremony along with 
their lawyers, who have accused 
the company of not paying repa-
rations to workers affected by the 
harsh conditions at its plantation 
in Santo Domingo de los Tsachilas 
province.

The company changed owners 

in 2014 and has said that conditions 
have changed since then. Furukawa 
has also asked Ecuador’s govern-
ment to lift a ban on the sale of its 
properties in Ecuador so that it can 
pay reparations to workers.

Ecuador is among a handful 
of countries that produces large 
quantities of abaca, also known 
as manila hemp, which is used to 
make speciality papers, ropes and 
fishing nets.

Furukawa representatives 
were not immediately available 
for comment. 
Morning Star  

Ecuador apologises to 
plantation workers for 

modern slavery conditions

Liam Óg Ó hAnnaidh, left, seen here with bandmates. Photo: @LiamMurphyPics
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Long Dingbin
Chinese Consul General in Perth

Recently, the US has been imposing 
tariffs on all trading partners under 
the guise of so-called ‘reciprocity,’ and 
at one point raised tariffs on China 
to a maximum of 245%. Under Chi-
na’s resolute countermeasures, the 
US agreed on 12 May to temporar-
ily reduce tariffs on Chinese goods 
to 30% for 90 days, including a 20% 
fentanyl-related tariff.

During the same period, China will reduce 
its tariffs on US goods from 125% to 10%. The 
US has unreasonably imposed two rounds of 
tariffs on China using fentanyl as a pretext.  
China has taken countermeasures, including 
non-tariff measures, to firmly safeguard its 
legitimate rights and interests. These coun-
termeasures are still effective.

The United States placed hegemonism 
(editor’s note: global power) above the 
interests of the international community, 
subverting the international economic and 
trade order through tariff measures, which 
has seriously affected global economic and 
social stability. The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) recently predicted the world 
economy will grow 2.8% in 2025 , shows a 
decrease of 0.5 percentage points from the 
previous prediction. JPMorgan Chase has 
raised the probability of a global economic 
recession this year from 40% to 60%. 

The IMF also warned that if US tariffs 
trigger a “global trade war,” potential cumu-
lative economic losses could reach 7% of 
global GDP. A more profound impact is that 
the global population living in poverty has 
increased by 28 million due to rising food 
prices, and infrastructure construction in 
developing countries has been delayed by 
5-7 years due to steel tariffs.

The tariff war was launched under the 
pretext of “economic security,” but the ulti-
mate cost was borne by ordinary people. The 
Peterson Institute of the United States cal-
culates that tariffs on China have increased 
the average annual expenditure of US 
households by US$1,300, while the number 
of layoffs in Chinese export companies has 
exceeded 500,000. 

According to the Bank of America, the 
cost transmission caused by “reciprocal tar-
iffs” will lead to a comprehensive increase 
in prices of goods such as cars, home appli-
ances, and petrol while the average annual 
expenditure of low and middle income 
households will increase by US$1700-5400. 
US unemployment is projected to rise to  
6.9% in April this year, the highest level in 
8 years (excluding the pandemic period), 
with manufacturing, wholesale and retail 

industries losing 31,000 and 27,000 jobs 
respectively.

The ‘tariff stick’ is dragging the global 
high-tech supply chain into a quagmire of 
fragmentation and inefficiency. About 75% 
of global chip manufacturing capacity is 
concentrated in East Asia, and 100% of the 
advanced manufacturing process capac-
ity below 10nm is in the hands of China’s 
Taiwan Province of  (92%) and the Republic 
of Korea (8%). If the United States persists 
in promoting localised substitution, the 
world will have to pay over US$ 1 trillion in 
additional upfront investment.

Humanity is once again at a crossroads 
of development. The economic cooperation 
system built by the international community 
over 70 years, from the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade after World War II to 
the World Trade Organization in the 21st 
century, must not be destroyed by short-
sighted nationalism. In the current era of 
weak global economic recovery and frequent 
geopolitical conflicts, only by persisting in 
cooperation can we safeguard the hard won 
development achievements. 

All countries should adhere to the princi-
ple of extensive consultation, joint construc-
tion, and shared benefits, jointly oppose all 
forms of unilateralism and protectionism, 

and uphold the international system centred 
on the United Nations and the multilateral 
trading system centred on the World Trade 
Organization. Only by adhering to the wisdom 
of “holding hands instead of letting go, dis-
mantling walls instead of building them” 
can the sunshine of peaceful development 
continue to shine on every corner of the 
global village.

China’s position on tariff issues has 
always been consistent; there are no win-
ners in tariff wars or trade wars. China is 
unwilling to fight, but it is also not afraid to 
fight. The actions taken by the United States 
are essentially a resurgence of unilateralism 
and protectionism, which not only violates 
the laws of economic globalisation, but also 
threatens the peaceful development envi-
ronment that humanity has worked hard to 
build for decades. Faced with the US strategy 
of “fighting while talking,” China has always 
maintained a “two-legged approach”: pre-
paring for a protracted war while reserving 
space for constructive dialogue. We hope 
that the US will soon lift discriminatory 
measures such as the fentanyl related tax, 
chip ban, and “entity list” targeting Chinese 
companies, to achieve true equal opening up.

China and Australia have highly comple-
mentary economies and are natural partners 

for cooperation. According to an Australian 
China Business Council (ACBC) report, trade 
with China increased the average household 
disposable income in Australia by AU$2,600, 
accounting for 4.6% of the average house-
hold disposable income, creating 595,600 
job opportunities and lowering living costs 
by 4.2% for Australian households in the 
2022-2023 financial year. The larger the 
proportion of imports from China in Aus-
tralia’s imports, the more the cost of living 
is reduced.

At present, China is pushing compre-
hensively deepening reform and promot-
ing Chinese modernisation, bringing more 
opportunities to China-Australia cooperation. 
Strengthening cooperation between the two 
countries can transform their complemen-
tary advantages into a powerful driving force 
for their common development, constantly 
cultivate new growth points, and expand the 
cake of win-win cooperation. Australia-China 
relations can help maintain the stability and 
smoothness of the global industrial chain 
and supply chain, and benefit the people 
of both countries, and inject more positive 
energy into the sustained recovery of the 
economies of the two countries, and indeed 
the world.  

Tariffs, the global economy,  
and well-being

Photo: Paul Carmona/ NSW Ports Authority (CC BY-NC-ND 2.5 AU)

Reacting to the news that Hun-
gary, an International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC) member state, 
has welcomed Benjamin Net-
anyahu to the country with-
out arrest and stated that it 
will withdraw from the ICC, 
Agnès Callamard the Secretary 
General of Amnesty Interna-
tional said:

“Prime Minister Orbán is har-
bouring a wanted ICC fugitive. Ben-
jamin Netanyahu is accused by the 
ICC of committing war crimes and 
crimes against humanity against 
Palestinians. By welcoming Netan-
yahu, Hungary is effectively giving a 
seal of approval to Israel’s genocide, 
namely the physical destruction of 
the Palestinian people in whole or 
in part in Gaza.

“Leaders and officials from ICC 
member states must not participate 

in undermining the ICC through 
meeting with Netanyahu or any 
other ICC fugitives who are wanted 
by the Court. Netanyahu’s shameful 
trip to Hungary must not become 
an impunity tour of other ICC 
member states.

“Hungary’s purported with-
drawal from the ICC is a brazen 
and futile attempt to evade inter-
national justice and to stymy the 
ICC’s work. This cynical announce-
ment does not change the fact that 
Hungary still has a fundamental 
obligation to arrest and surrender 
Benjamin Netanyahu to the ICC. 
Any withdrawal would take effect 
in one year and must not distract 
from Hungary’s international legal 
obligations.

“The EU institutions and 
member states must be unequivo-
cal about what this visit is: a direct 

attack by Hungary to undermine 
the ICC and its work, weaken the 
European Union at a time when it 
needs to stand strong and united, 
and an insult to all victims who are 
looking for justice.

“The European Union and all 
ICC member states must urgently 
call on Hungary to arrest and 
surrender Netanyahu and firmly 
commit to defending the Court from 
insidious threats to international 
justice which a visit of this kind 
represents. This moral bankruptcy 
must be stopped before it spirals 
into further damage for the inter-
national rules-based order.”

THE CRIME
Netanyahu’s visit comes 18 

months into Israel’s genocide 
against Palestinians in the occu-
pied Gaza Strip. Israel has killed 

over 50,140 Palestinians, includ-
ing over 15,600 children and 
nearly 114,000 people have been 
injured. Israel forcibly displaced 
1.9 million Palestinians in Gaza 
and the entire population has been 
grappling with a spike in disease 
and battling with starvation as a 
result of Israel’s unlawful siege, 
that for over a month has now seen 
a complete blocking of desperately 
needed humanitarian aid into Gaza.   
Prime Minister Netanyahu recently 
announced that he would “seize” 
territory to “divide up” Gaza.

Withdrawal from the Interna-
tional Criminal Court is possible 
under Article 127 of the Rome 
Statute. Such a withdrawal takes 
effect one year after notification 
is received by the UN treaty office 
in New York. Crucially, there-
fore, withdrawal does not impact 

Hungary’s current legal obligations 
as a member state, including to 
arrest all those subject to ICC arrest 
warrants and of full cooperation in 
relation to ongoing investigations.

Its withdrawal is a betrayal of 
all victims of war crimes and under-
mines the protections afforded the 
Hungarian people, as it removes, 
in a year, their opportunity to seek 
justice at the ICC for crimes com-
mitted against them. 

State officials from ICC state 
parties should sever all non-es-
sential contact with fugitives like 
Netanyahu who are wanted by the 
Court. All EU states have committed 
to avoid such non-essential contacts 
as official EU policy. 
Amnesty International  

Hungary: Not off the hook
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Psychologist María José Conforti finished 
her workday after 12 intense hours in mental 
health emergency services. It was a very long 
day because in the morning she had medical 
examinations, a requirement every year to 
be employed at the Laura Bonaparte Mental 
Health Hospital in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Five minutes after the end of the workday, 
her employer, the Health Ministry, sent her a 
letter in her mailbox firing her. The dismissal 
came without prior notice and the message 
was “totally depersonalised.”

Conforti worked in the adolescent service and in 
immediate urgent care, and is one of a large group of 
200 employees at the Laura Bonaparte Hospital in 
Buenos Aires who were laid off at a moment’s notice 
in March 2025. She is the product of the chainsaw of 
Javier Milei, the Argentine president who has pushed 
for drastic budget cuts. In October 2024 there were 
some signs of the layoffs, when the government said in 
an official statement that it would initiate a “restruc-
turing plan” at Bonaparte Hospital. According to 
the government, the hospital has an average annual 
admission of 19 patients per day, and they considered 
this number very low for such a large hospital.

The Asociación de Trabajadores del Estado (ATE), 
one of the oldest trade union associations in Argen-
tina, disapproves of Milei’s layoffs. “So far this year 
Bonaparte Hospital has provided care to more than 
25,000 people,” said Amelia Rebori, a graduate in 
social work in the hospital’s paediatric division and 
member of the union, who also condemns the gov-
ernment’s layoffs. “The layoffs represent 47 percent 
of the total hospital staff. In the children’s area, 106 
children were left overnight without comprehensive 
mental health treatment,” Rebori added.

MILEI’S ATTACKS  
ON PUBLIC HEALTH

These layoffs are significant, as Argentina has 
had a strong law in force since 2013 protecting 
mental health services. The Comprehensive Mental 

Health Law, requires the government to implement 
a comprehensive mental health system involving 
psychologists and psychiatrists to work together with 
music therapists, art therapy graduates, and social 
workers. There are several specific requirements for 
the whole country: the patient has the autonomy 
to decide about their treatment, such as deciding 
whether or not to use medication and whether to 
opt for alternative therapy. The law also mandates 
that hospitalisation is only mandatory if the patient 
poses a risk to their social circle and community, a 
person cannot be excluded from employment due to 
their mental health condition, and voluntary hospi-
talisation is the last option—in extreme cases, there 
is forced hospitalisation. “This is because it is critical 
that patients not only work solely with psychologists, 
but with a variety of mental health professionals to 
heal and integrate into society. They fired all the social 
workers, they fired the occupational therapists, the 
music therapists,” said Rebori.

Milei’s government fails to comply with the Com-
prehensive Mental Health Law. The government also 
tried to implement new terms to name mental disa-
bilities in January, using terms such as “idiots” and 
“imbeciles” to name anyone with a mental disability. 
However, in the face of the controversy on social 
media at a national level, they decided to backtrack. 
Although they retracted, it is clear that Milei plans to 
continue to take the country’s public health system 
down a dire path. Milei is emphatic about his “cultural 
battle”: all progressive and inclusive policies must 
come to an end.

Despite calling himself “liberal,” Milei is against 
legal abortion rights, transgender people, feminism, 
and a public health system, appropriating Donald 
Trump’s fight against the “woke agenda.” On X, Milei’s 
favourite social network, his army of supporters had 
a very telling answer about how the government 
understands public health from its neoliberal vision. 
One user posted in support of Milei’s layoffs, “Why 
do we need a social worker or a music therapist in a 
hospital?” while another user likened the hospital 
patients to pests.
Nacla.org (edited for space)  

Capability
This word is weaselly because if you say it, you can sound like 
you’re getting ready to do something worthwhile without having to 
explain what it is that you’re capable of. Anthony Albanese, trying 
to reassure the media that he’s warlike enough, has said that he 
will “continue to provide for investing in our capability.” No, he’s 
not interested in making dental treatment free or funding schools 
properly. The capability he’s keen on is wasting money on military 
equipment.

Law and rules
Richard Marles, Defence Minister and lover of having two expen-
sive offices when he only needs one, says that Australia has 
“worked with the United States and other countries ... to see that 
the way in which countries engage with each other is not based 
on a question of might and power, but rather on the basis of law 
and rules.” He doesn’t say whose law and whose rules, but it hap-
pens to be the USA on account of their might and power.

Staunch
Staunch’ sounds great. It implies that Australia is loyal and tough, 
like Robin Hood’s mate Little John. What Australia has been is 
super-sycophantic, already in the air asking “Is this high enough?” 
before the USA has had time to say ‘Jump!’. 

Decision space
Proving that even incompetent far-right nutbags can do near 
meaningless corporate-speak, US Defence secretary Pete Heg-
seth says his job is to “create and maintain decision space for 
President Trump.”
If this means anything, does it mean he doesn’t know what Trump 
wants because Trump doesn’t know? Perhaps it means he’s not 
going to say anything Trump might look silly contradicting. We’re 
not sure, because one thing Hegseth isn’t great at is creating 
meaning space. 

Restrictive
This is one of those true-as-long-as-you-agree-with-the-premise 
weasel words. In this case the premise is that anything that keeps 
employers from doing whatever they like to workers is like tying 
the bosses up in a bondage outfit. Australian Financial Review 
columnist and business lobby fan Jennifer Hewett has bemoaned 
“restrictive industrial relations changes” like multi-employer bar-
gaining. The poor dears, we hope they can still breathe.

Brittle
There’s been a rare dust-up between the Labor government and 
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute. ASPI isn’t happy with the 
amount Australia is spending on armaments and troops and has 
accused Albanese of leaving our military brittle. If we spent the 
amount ASPI is after, the rest of the country would be as brittle as 
a tooth that has to go. 

‘Hard truths’ 
What makes hard truths weaselly is that the speaker usually 
doesn’t find them hard at all. After being rebuked by Albanese for 
being ‘predictable,’ (see ‘brittle’) ASPI director Justin Bassi said 
that his job is to “deliver hard truths” to the government.  ASPI’s 
call for the government to waste more on military spending that it 
is already might have peeved the PM, but it’s not true that Aus-
tralia needs more money thrown away on preparations for war. 
As for ‘hard,’ dishing out this sort of advice is as hard for ASPI as 
barking at cats is for dogs. 

Meritocracy
Most of our weasel words are non-weaselly if used in good faith. 
This one is pretty much always weaselly – used to hide all the 
wheeling and dealing that goes on when someone gets a job.
UK Tory leader Kemi Badenoch says her shadow cabinet “draws 
on the talents of people from across the Conservative party, 
based on meritocracy,” as though nobody owes anyone else any 
favours. Besides, if a genuine ‘meritocracy’ were possible for a 
shadow cabinet, it wouldn’t include any Tories at all. 
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On Tuesday, 27 May 2025, two plain-
clothes police officers intervened in 
an altercation in Alice Springs Coles 
supermarket at around 1:10 pm which 
involved two security guards and a 
24-year-old Warlpiri man with disa-
bilities. The police used force to get 
the Indigenous man to the floor, and 
then restrained him for some minutes, 
until he lost consciousness, stopped 
breathing and died.

Yet, on conducting an autopsy, the 
Northern Territory’s chief forensic officer 
announced the very next day that the cause of 
death of the young man was “undetermined.”

However, one might consider that the 
Aboriginal death in custody most likely 
had something to do with the pair of police 
officers on top of the man, restraining him 
on the floor, and the force and pressure 
applied upon the deceased may too have 
had something to do with the sudden death 
that occurred, especially as these actions all 
happened simultaneously. Of course, that’s 
all speculative.

Many have raised the significance of the 
Alice Springs incident happening just on 
five years of the Minnesota police killing of 
African American man George Floyd, who 
was restrained until he was asphyxiated, as 
last Saturday marked five years since that 
tragedy.

But Australians hardly have to look to 
the US for similar examples of Black cus-
tody deaths. Dunghutti man David Dungay 
Junior stopped breathing with five guards 
on him at Long Bay Gaol in 2015. Wayne 
“Fella” Morrison was forcefully held down at 
SA’s Yatala Prison in 2016, then he stopped 
breathing, while Noongar man Mr Riley 
died with multiple officers on top of him in 
Perth in 2017.

The reasons behind these numerous cases 
involving the death of a First Nations person 
whilst in Australian police or corrections 
custody aren’t all that mysterious, despite 
the authorities always having a difficult time 
when trying to pin down the cause of death. 
While these are not everyday events, their 
occurrence can not be said to be ‘rare.’ 

First Nations asphyxiation deaths in 
custody do occur somewhat regularly, as 
too does the playing dumb about them by 
the Australian authorities in their immedi-
ate aftermath, which continues until a final 
coronial inquiry turns up systemic issues 
but no real reason for criminal charges to 
be pressed.

THE OFFICIAL APPROACH
All reports on the 27 May death allege 

that the 24-year-old man was shoplifting, 
when the altercation occurred, not an offence 
that usually warrants the death penalty in 
Australia.

The mere allegation of shoplifting can 
result in death if you’re Indigenous, as the 
2020 death of Veronica Nelson while on 
remand in Victoria over claims she had been 
shoplifting reminds us. The Gunditjmara, 

Dja Dja Wurrung, Wiradjuri and Yorta Yorta 
woman died due to medical neglect whilst 
in custody.

Respected Warlpiri elder Uncle Ned 
Jampijinpa Hargraves shed more light on 
what his community understands to have 
occurred this week in a 28 May statement, 
in which he reveals that the young Warlpiri 
man who died was his jaja or grandson, and 
he further adds that his family, the Warlpiri 
people and many other people in central 
Australia “are devastated by his death.”

“We know that he was held down by 
two police until he lost consciousness and 
perished. But at the moment, we are in the 
dark about what really happened,” Uncle 
Ned explained. “It is disgraceful that police 
are already putting out stories that portray 
my jaja as a criminal. We are always told by 
lawyers that we need to wait for investigations 
to take place before we comment on events.”

The Warlpiri elder added his family 
is demanding to see the footage captured 
by CCTV, as well as that resulting from 
body-worn cameras security guards were 
apparently wearing, which NT assistant 
commissioner Wurst has mentioned that his 
agency is currently in possession of.

“This young man was living away from his 
community, in town, in supported accommo-
dation because of his disabilities and he was 
very vulnerable. He needed support and not 
to be criminalised because of his disability,” 
said Hargraves, who launched Karrinjarla 
Muwajarri, a “ceasefire” campaign calling for 
a prohibition on police firearms in remote 
Aboriginal communities, in 2022. 

“What are the police doing using such 
force on a vulnerable young man in a super-
market?” he asked. “Did they even try to 
de-escalate?”

THE DEATH OF 
KUMANJAYI WALKER

Not only are custody deaths involving 
pressure applied in restraining Aboriginal 
people by police or prisoner guards not 
uncommon, but First Peoples deaths in cus-
tody are a decades long nationwide crisis in 
this country, which was the subject of a 1991 
Royal Commission that handed down its final 
report containing 339 recommendations, 
many of which remain unactioned, in 1991.

Since the report’s release, 594 more 
Aboriginal people have died in the custody 
of Australian police or prison guards.

The late 1980s Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody was established 
because there was a crisis in these deaths at 
that time. Despite that, these custodial fatal-
ities continue unabated, yet no police officer 
or prison guard has ever been convicted over 
any of these deaths. It’s rare for any officer 
to stand trial in relation to one.

Hargrave’s launched the Karrinjarla 
Muwajarri campaign in the wake of another 
death in custody tragedy that occurred in 
Yuendumu in 2019, which involved NT 
police constable Zachary Rolfe shooting dead 

19-year-old Warlpiri man Kumanjayi Walker 
in a family home on 9 November, with the 
long-anticipated coronial inquiry into this 
death set to be released on 10 June this year.

So disorderly was the killing of Kuman-
jayi that the authorities did not wait for the 
coronial inquest outcomes before charging 
Rolfe over the killing, just three days later. 
The then constable was charged with a sliding 
scale of offences, with the first count being 
murder, followed by the backup charge of 
manslaughter, and if that failed, violent act 
causing death.

On trial, the evidence before the court was 
that Walker struck Rolfe in the shoulder with 
a small pair of scissors, which led the police 
officer to shoot the teenager in the back. Rolfe 
didn’t stop there. He shot Kumanjayi twice 
more at close range in the side of his torso, 
whilst his partner, another police constable, 
was on top of the boy restraining him on his 
back on the ground.

Despite this scenario, the all-non-Indige-
nous jury acquitted Rolfe of all three charges, 
leaving Australia with the unblemished 
record of no police officer or prison guard 
ever having been found guilty in relation to 
a First Nations death in custody.

PROTECTING THEIR OWN
The approach to deaths in custody has 

improved slightly over recent years, where 
once it was rare for any officer to stand trial 

in relation to a death, three such trials have 
taken place over the last five years. All have 
resulted in acquittals. The NSW Coroner has 
twice made recommendations for charges 
to be laid in relation to two custody deaths, 
which was also once unheard of.

Hargraves in his statement points out that 
since the 2007 launched NT Intervention, the 
approach of authorities to First Peoples in 
the Northern Territory has been more hos-
tile. With the Country Liberals Finocchiaro 
ministry coming to power after last August’s 
territory election, there has been an increased 
focus on cracking down on law-and-order 
and putting more bodies in prisons.

Hargraves further explained Yuendumu 
had applied late last year to establish its own 
Law and Justice Group, in line with the Sen-
tencing Act 1995 (NT), and whilst they were 
provided with a small grant to establish this 
proposed new front door into the remote 
community, the Finocchiaro government 
has since removed the funding and ended 
the self-determining proposal.

“We cannot tolerate this situation, with 
continued brutality and lack of respect. We 
will be calling for action from supporters to 
demand accountability, justice and self-de-
termination.” Uncle Ned finished with these 
words:

“The deaths and the racism need to stop.”
Sydney Criminal Lawyers  

Authorities play dumb  
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