
Marcus Browning

The alliance with “our great and 
powerful friend” the USA comes at a 
human and financial cost to Austral-
ians, currently demonstrated by the 
Albanese government’s increase to 
Australia’s already bloated military 
budget, as demanded by the Trump 
administration.

TALKING TOUGH
In response to widely reported comments 

by Trump’s Defence Secretary, Pete Heg-
seth, asking Australia to increase military 
spending to 3.5 per cent of gross domestic 
product, Albanese talked tough saying “we’ll 
determine our defence policy.” In case that 
sounded too much like the words of a genu-
inely independent leader, Albanese added that 
Australia has “invested” an additional $10 
billion in defence. The message to Hegseth 
is plain; we’ll make independent noises, but 
don’t worry, we’ll do what you want.

The reality is more clearly expressed by 
conservative defence commentator, Sam 
Roggeveen who has said that most people 
arguing for higher defence spending “are 
doing so because they think Australia’s proper 
role is to supplement America’s capabilities, 
and that’s why we’re buying nuclear powered 
submarines, after all.”

The US-Australia military alliance distorts 
our society. Instead of a focus on sustaina-
ble development, socially useful production 
and the needs of the community, priority is 
given to supporting US foreign policy, mil-
itary spending and increasingly repressive 
social control. The US alliance has embroiled 
Australia in conflicts around the world, from 
Korea and Vietnam to Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Along with the US Australia is now supply-
ing arms to Ukraine and Israel and aiming 
words of war at China.

We have to be blunt here. Australian 
military spending is not being used to make 
this country safe or secure. United States 
bases and joint war games on Australia’s soil 

contribute to US war fighting capacity, not 
to Australian needs. Integration into the US 
war machine brings with it massive secrecy 
and denial of national sovereignty. Defence 
doctrines, foreign affairs, and economic 
questions are closely interrelated policies 
for any government. Their fundamental 
purpose should be to ensure the sovereignty, 
security and economic and social well-being 
of a country and its people.

If Australia’s security is to be assured, the 
Australian government must adopt a foreign 
policy commitment to friendly and mutually 
beneficial relations with all countries. This 
must be combined with an independent and 
non-aligned defence policy which serves both 
the defence needs of the country and the 
need for peace and stability in our region. 
Australia’s national security rests on pur-
suing a genuinely defensive, non-offensive, 
non-provocative defence stance.

Security is often interpreted to mean 
military security. However, human security 
also relies on addressing the causes of social 
disadvantage, political injustice and envi-
ronmental degradation. Real and enduring 
security comes with jobs, homes, clean water, 
education and health care, democracy and 
human rights.

Leadership that was genuinely interested 
in the security of the Australian people would 
not have waved through the North-West 
shelf gasfield extension. 

RETHINK
We need to rethink what we mean by 

security, develop peaceful relationships 
with regional states, and increase aid to our 
regional neighbours.

A rational reassessment of our security 
priorities would lead to a number of conclu-
sions which would contribute to Australia’s 
security.

We have better things to do with our 
tax dollars than spend billions on the mass 
destruction technology required to fight in 
United States-led coalitions.

Continued on page 2
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Orphaned AUKUS?
In calling for Australia to raise defence spending to 3.5% of GDP “as soon as pos-
sible,” US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth didn’t mention AUKUS. Maybe he’s 
embarrassed about it, maybe he’s just forgotten. It’s possible he knows it’s a dud. 

AUKUS calls for two nuclear-powered submarines per year by 2028. These are 
submarines we don’t need. If delivered, they won’t make us safer.

The US has never produced two such subs in one year. Australia is paying $4.6 bil-
lion a year to make the US produce Virginia-class nuclear submarines more rapidly.

Will we ever see that money again? Richard Marles, our Defence Minister, has 
admitted that Australia won’t get the money back if the submarines aren’t delivered. 
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Continued from page 1
Military spending can be redi-

rected to upgrading schools, reduc-
ing the cost of university education, 
supporting childcare, strengthening 
Medicare, maximising job crea-
tion and employment opportuni-
ties, solving the water crisis, and 
addressing climate change. 

We can continue the arms race 
or move towards more stable and 
balanced social and economic devel-
opment within a more sustainable 
international economic and political 
order. We cannot do both.

Now, once again, war is being 
promoted by the big corporations, 
particularly those of the United 
States, whose greed for profits 
and control over the resources of 
the world (including the labour 
forces of all countries) has no limit. 
Any and every country would be 
trampled under-foot whether they 
resist or not.

The mentality of the old coloni-
alism has not been exorcised and is 
again riding high in the leadership 
ranks of the US. No social-demo-
cratic governments, such as the 
Albanese government, challenge the 
rule of the transnational corpora-
tions. They are fully implementing 
the ‘economic rationalist’ policies 
demanded by these transnationals. 
The drive to militarisation and war 
is another major step in the fulfill-
ment of the aims of imperialism.

It is high time we opposed the 
power of globalised capital.

SOLIDARITY
More than ever, we need sol-

idarity among the peoples of the 
world, including among active 
forces opposing capitalism and its 
destructive plans.

It is time we consolidated to 
establish a globalisation of another 
type – new revolutionary, humane 

and democratic internationalism 
that can draw lessons from the past.

Australia’s foreign policy should 
be based on the principles which 
are, in fact, incorporated in the 
Charter of the United Nations – 
non-aggression, respect for the 
independence and sovereignty of 
all countries, non-interference in 
the internal affairs of other coun-
tries, equality of countries both big 
and small, respect for the cultures 
and political practices of others and 
trade based on mutual assistance. 
These are not merely principles 
for Australia but should be imple-
mented by all countries.

They do not mean that we have 
no right to an opinion about what 
goes on in other countries, but that 
disputes between nations should 
be dealt with within the United 
Nations as the only existing and 
universal international body.  

Labor won’t help us
PM Albanese has said, and made sure it’s 

reported, that he won’t do anything too radical 
in his second term in power. By being so upfront 
about it, he has dashed the hopes of all those 
optimistic Labor ‘rusted-ons’ for whom the ALP 
is always in the future tense – you know, people 
who run the line that Labor has to be conserva-
tive so it can win power. Labor wins power and 
is a massive disappointment, so they then say 
that Labor has to be conservative or it won’t get 
a second term. Now that Labor has its second 
term, and is widely tipped to get a third term. 
When do we get our progressive Labor? When 
does the ‘just doing this to get/hold on to power’ 
mask come off?

Never. The fact is, Labor is what it actually 
does, not what anyone would like them to do. 
This is as good as they get.

Actually, the Albanese Labor government has 
done radical things – radical in a harmful way. 
By appointing unelected administrators to run 
the CFMEU, sacking elected officials and using 
union members’ money, they’ve established a 
precedent. No democratic union is safe from 
the government. That will have effects long after 
Albanese has retired and collected an award for 
doing what he’s paid to do.

The other radical thing Labor has done is 
approve the North-West Shelf extension. The extra 
carbon emissions produced will cause serious 
harm to farmers, workers and other Australians 
for decades to come. This should concern any-
one who dislikes heat-waves, floods, and food 
shortages.

It didn’t have to be like this. Labor has a lot 
of power and a lot of political capital. They could 
have spent big on a just transition for the workers 
who will be employed on the North West shelf, 
instead of giving those workers’ employer the 
right to produce carbon pollution we can’t afford. 
They could have strengthened unions instead of 
weakening them.

They didn’t because Labor is fundamentally 
a party that works for capital. The difference 
between them and the Coalition is that Labor 
think they can do it while keeping the workers 
happy enough to cooperate. 

Labor will always do the work of capital while 
throwing some crumbs to the working class. So it 
is that we get some extra protections at work, and 
a smidgeon of extra tax on the wealthy. Capital 
gets the Woodside North West Shelf extension, 
negative gearing, almost no taxes on resource 
extraction, and too many other goodies to name.

There’s a Communist Party of Australia pam-
phlet available free from the ‘resources’ section 
of the Party website. It’s called ‘Can we move the 
ALP to the left by joining it?’ If you haven’t read it, 
check it out. Spoiler: the answer to the question 
posed by the pamphlet’s title is ‘no.’ However, Can 
we move the ALP to the left by joining it? is well 
worth a read because it goes into the history of 
attempts to move the ALP in a more progressive 
direction. A lot of brave and determined people 
have tried hard to move the Labor Party towards 
socialism.

Their work has resulted in a lot of advances 
that we now take for granted. For real progress, 
not just crumbs, we need a different Party alto-
gether. We need a Communist Party. 
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Feeling classy?
What’s all this about classes? I left school 

ages ago.
You’re in a social class because of your relation 

to the means of production. If you own those, you’re 
in the bourgeois class.

The what? Anyway, I don’t own factories 
or anything like that. I just work and get by.

Look at Guardian #2148 for a short explana-
tion of bourgeois. So you’re in the working class.  
Congratulations.

I don’t feel like I’m in a class. The other 
workers didn’t give me a badge or anything.

Capital is always working to keep you feeling 
that way.

I should join a union or something. So 
what’s all this about class war and class 
struggle? 

Yes you should. The media and conservative poli-
ticians often call industrial actions, or any progressive 
measures “class war.” In reality, workers and their 
unions are undertaking a class struggle against the 
power of the bourgeoisie.

Class struggle – workers against bosses. 
Class war – bosses against unions.  Who’s 
winning?

Warren Buffet, who used to be the world’s richest 
man, said his class was winning in the US because he 
pays less tax than his secretary. It’s not over though.

Do I get to sit it out?
Not really. Sitting it out means the other side wins, 

not that they stop fighting.  

Adelaide
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Comrades L and J

Communist Party of Australia 
members attended a snap rally in 
Naarm/Melbourne on 10 June to 
protest Israel’s terroristic seizure 
of the Madleen Flotilla.

The flotilla is carrying crucial aid 
to the people of Gaza, including food, 
clothing supplies and even essentials 
for newborn babies. In a disgusting 
display of coloniser arrogance, the 
Israeli ‘Defence’ Force has resorted to 
distraction tactics, characterising the 
mission as a “show”; designed to garner 
attention on social media rather than to 
fulfill its true purpose of assisting the 
victims of Israel’s genocide. Australian 
media has cooperated, with pieces in the 
Murdoch and Nine papers supporting 
this narrative.

The snap rally was having none of 
it. The Madleen Flotilla was attempting 
to deliver aid to a population which is 
the subject of collective punishment 
and the use of starvation as a weapon. 
That’s a war crime.

Representatives from Students for 
Palestine and Free Palestine Melbourne 
spoke to a large and mobilised crowd at 
the State Library. Their message was 
uniform and clear:

Capitalist governments of the West 
(including our own Labor government) 
have enabled this violence by continuing 
to arm Israel.

The intent of those in the Knesset 
(the Israeli parliament) is clear: Starve 
the populations and prevent aid (some 
20,000 children have already been killed 
since the beginning of the genocide 
through systemic and militaristic means)

Only by overthrowing the capitalist 
institutions that both arm and benefit 
from this violence can there be peace. 

The Communist Party of Australia 
wholly supports the people of Palestine. 
It is only though the mobilisation of the 
proletariat in Australia that a workers 
movement can effectively stand in soli-
darity with those suffering effectively.  

The Pacific Elders’ Voice (PEV)
notes with deep concern the 
recent decision by the Gov-
ernment of Australia (GOA) 
to extend the lifetime of its 
Woodside North West Shelf 
Extension gas project until 
2070. The gas project has been 
described by environmen-
talists as a “carbon bomb.” 
Analysis by The Australia 
Institute says the emissions 
from Woodside’s Burrup Hub 
expansion – which includes 
the North West Shelf Exten-
sion – would be greater than 
all the emissions from all of 
Australia’s coal power stations 
each year. According to the 
Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Initiative, backed by 11 

Pacific island nations and ter-
ritories, this is equivalent to 
200 years of combined emis-
sions from 14 Pacific Island 
nations.

This action flies in the face of 
the Pacific Island Countries (PICs) 
seeking genuine Green House 
Gas reduction by large emitters to 
ensure the 1.5 degrees centigrade 
temperature goal set under the 
Paris Agreement is not breached. 
It would also seem deliberately 
neglectful of the climate related 
floods which recently destroyed 
the lives of communities in parts 
of Australia.

We echo Tuvalu’s Climate Min-
ister, Dr Maina Talia’s comment 
that “Pacific leaders have made 
it clear: there is no future for our 

nations if fossil fuel expansion 
continues. The North West Shelf 
Extension would lock in emissions 
until 2070, threatening our sur-
vival and violating the spirit of the 
Pacific-tuakoi (neighbour) climate 
partnership.”

Numerous reports, includ-
ing from the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
underscore the impact of climate 
change on small island states, in 
particular the Atoll states which 
face existential threats. This has 
huge implications for their state-
hood and survival given the direct 
impact on food, water, livelihoods, 
and ecosystems. Australia’s actions 
in approving these mines which will 
increase emissions and enhance 
global warming leading to the 

demise of small islands is a slap in 
the face of fellow member nations 
of the Pacific Islands Forum. As a 
member of the Forum, Australia’s 
actions are in sharp contradiction 
to its platitudes around caring for 
the Pacific ‘family.’ The Woodside 
project is a demonstration of Aus-
tralia’s glaring disconnect between 
rhetoric and action.

Considering the decision by the 
GOA, ironically taken on the eve 
of a decision by the UNFCCC (UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change) on the hosting right for the 
next UNFCCC Conference of Par-
ties (COP31) in 2026, shows that 
Australia is not being a trustwor-
thy Forum partner in tackling the 
Pacific’s number one security threat. 
Pacific Elders strongly believe that 

given the above developments, the 
efforts by Australia in securing the 
support of Pacific Island Coun-
tries to cohost COP31 seriously 
compromises the security of our 
Pacific communities and grossly 
undermines the spirit of partner-
ship and trust in our Pacific family. 
We cannot, with a clear conscience, 
condone an action which knowingly 
endangers the future of our people 
and indeed that of humanity.

PEV believes the COP is a forum 
to discuss solutions to combat cli-
mate change and assess the pro-
gress of commitments made and 
encourages the international com-
munities to do the right thing. Our 
hosting should be consistent with 
our desires and commitments to 
move forward NOT slide back.  

Boost to wages on the way
Peter Farmer

Australian Unions have fought hard 
to win wage rises for lower paid work-
ers throughout the country.

The ACTU has welcomed the Fair Work 
Commission’s decision to award a wage rise 
of 3.5 per cent for the 3 million Australian 
workers who rely on minimum and award 
wages.

From 1 July, this group of mostly part-
time and lower-paid workers will receive a 
minimum weekly wage increase of $32, or 
an annual pay boost of $1,666 if working on 
a full-time basis.

Most workers directly impacted by the 
decision are employed in the accommodation 
and food services, community, care, retail, 
arts, administration, recreation and health 
care sectors.

The pay boost will help workers catch up 
on some of what they’ve lost over the past 
five years of the inflation fight and keeps 
real wages moving in the ongoing effort to 
rebuild living standards.

ACTU President Sally McManus said 
“Australian Unions welcome the decision of 
the Fair Work Commission to lift the wages 
of around 3 million workers by 3.5% come  
1 July. Their decision supports the ACTU’s 

argument that Australia’s lowest paid workers 
should catch up with what was lost during 
the inflation spike.”

‘Some’ is obviously not enough. Workers 
will have to struggle hard to really catch up. 
Workers are still being hit hard by the cost 
of living crisis. Now is a good time to join 
your union, and it’s always a good time for 
unions to fight for workers.  

Woodside gas project extension  and COP31
Statement from the Pacific Elders’ Group

Freedom Flotilla snap defence rally
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Communist mayor Annie Powell has been celebrated in 
Wales with a blue plaque in her honour in the Rhondda Valley. 
Rhondda Cynon Taf Mayor Councillor Sheryl Evans unveiled 
the plaque at the Soar Community Centre in the former mining 
village of Penygraig.

Members of the Pontypridd branch of the Communist Party 
were among a diverse audience at the ceremony.

Welsh Communist secretary Dominic MacAskill said: 
“Although internationally renowned as the communist mayor 
of the Rhondda, Annie Powell was first and foremost a com-
munist activist, fiercely focused on improving the material 
condition of her beloved Rhondda community.

“Tackling the extreme levels of poverty and widespread slum 
housing, that ravaged this area, by overseeing major council 
house building projects and setting up alternative education 
and activity projects for young people.

“Annie Powell is a role model for anyone prepared to fight for a 
better world, and this blue plaque will ensure that she will con-
tinue to influence current and future generations to come.”

Having trained as a teacher, Powell became a political activist 
initially with the Labour Party, then with the Communist Party, 
as a local councillor.

In 1979, Powell was elected as mayor of the Rhondda, an hon-
our she held until 1983, three years before her death.

The blue plaque was placed in the community centre home of 
the Valleys Kids charity, of which she was a trustee.

The commemoration was attended by local leaders, politicians 
and family members, who remembered her political and chari-
ty work, and there was a screening of past interviews with her.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the pushers of privatisation. 
Privatisation involves more than just new sources of capital-
ist profit-generation and accumulation of wealth by private 
individuals. As the CPA policy puts it: “Privatisation results in 
a fundamental change in the objective of service provision 
from one of providing government or the public with a service 
based on needs to one where the service becomes a vehicle 
for making private profits.” Hence the decline in quality of ser-
vices, higher prices, loss of access where it is not profitable, 
the run-down in maintenance, and many other problems that 
follow privatisation.

The policy also notes that privatisation “involves a transfer 
of power from sovereign, elected governments to corporate 
boardrooms whose whole raison d’être is the making and 
accumulating of private profits.” People’s needs, health and 
well-being, jobs, working conditions, quality of life, and the 
environment come last. The policy continues: “The term 
‘public service’ has been redefined from meaning a service 
provided by the public sector to a service which is used by the 
public and increasingly provided by the private corporations.” 
When it comes to public housing, they have even dropped any 
pretence of calling it public; the spin doctors have coined the 
term “social housing.”

Public housing was once built by government public works 
departments and provided affordable housing to thousands 
of families, pensioners, and other individuals. It is another 
victim of privatisation, public works departments have been 
dismantled, public housing is being sold off, rentals reset at 
unaffordable “market rates” with the government subsidising 
some of the gap to ensure private profits.

Every new round of privatisation is accompanied with a variety 
of pretexts: creates competition, lowers prices, is more effi-
cient, shortage of funds, paying off the stimulus debt…. Every 
reason given is a lie, a cover-up for the ideological underpin-
ning of privatisation. The public sector is proven to be more 
efficient, to cost less (no layers of profit), to provide better ser-
vices, is capable of providing universal access, creates more 
jobs and apprenticeships, and is more likely to be unionised.

Queensland: 
consultation fail

Graham Holton

The Minjerribah Moorgumpin Elders in 
Council (MMEIC) are concerned that the Port 
of Brisbane has failed to conduct adequate 
consultation on the environmental and cul-
tural impacts of dredging in Moreton Bay, off 
Brisbane. The MMEIC represent the Quan-
damooka people of North Stradbroke and 
Moreton Island. 

Federal guidelines require Indigenous consultation 
over the proposed dredging. At this preliminary stage 
it is mandatory that formal consultation be made with 
Aboriginal representatives. The Port authorities said 
that consultation would be made when appropriate as 
required under federal Indigenous heritage protection 
regulations. The Environment Protection and Biodi-
versity Conservation (EBPC) Act acknowledges that 
Indigenous groups have a right to be fully engaged in 
the processes and activities that may impact the Bay.

The $3.5 billion project will ensure Australia’s 
third largest container port will be adequate for future 
needs. The Port of Brisbane’s Channel Enhance-
ment Project is a twenty-five-year plan to use the 
Trail Hopper Suction Dredge to remove 96.5 million 
cubic metres of mud and rock to widen and deepen 
shipping channels to accommodate larger cargo and 
naval vessels. The sea floor material will be deposited 
in dredge material placement areas. 

Moreton Bay is crucial to the physical and spiritual 
wellbeing of the Quandamooka people, and MMEIC 
is worried that so much dredging will harm its fragile 
ecosystems and Indigenous cultural heritage sites. 
Aunty Maureen Myers told ABC News that the Bay “is 
the key to the future of our Quandamooka people as 
saltwater people”. These proposals “must be transpar-
ent and give Quandamooka, and all traditional owner 
groups that rely on the bay, enough time to have our 
concerns heard and understood. This didn’t happen 
with this proposal.” MMEIC spokesperson, Pereki 
Ruska, said the Quandamooka people are worried 
about the health of local fisheries, the seagrass beds, 
and important cultural sites. 

The Port authorities referred their proposal to the 
federal Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water (DCCEEW) for assessment, 
under the EPBC Act, in August 2024. However, MMEIC 
said the Port authorities didn’t approach them before 
the document was lodged, and only spoke with them 
months afterwards. The Port said it had consulted with 
representatives of the Quandamooka Yoolooburrabee 
Aboriginal Corporation (QYAC).

Federal authorities are reviewing the claims to 
determine if regulatory breaches have been breached. 
The Port said it will now begin an environmental 
impact statement.  

Qld Nurses and Midwives 
Union strike

Graham Holton

More than 96 per cent of the 
Queensland Nurses and Mid-
wives’ Union (QNMU) mem-
bers have voted to strike over 
a wages dispute with the Lib-
eral National Party state gov-
ernment. This is the first time 
in 23 years that the QNMU has 
taken industrial action over 
wage demands. 

The 50,000-strong union is 
demanding the Queensland govern-
ment follow its 2024 election com-
mitment to the health workforce. 
QNMU Secretary, Sarah Beaman, 
said the strong yes vote in the EB12 
Protected Industrial Action ballot 
demonstrated an “incredible show 
of unity and courage” in the face 

of state government threats and 
“highlights the collective strength of 
public nurses and midwives state-
wide.” Beaman accused Queensland 
Health of threatening to strip nurses 
and midwives of a promised eight 
weeks’ back pay if they entered the 
industrial action ballot.

The public sector wages offer is 
three per cent for April 2025, 2.5 
per cent for April 2026 and 2027, 
and three per cent in December 
2027. The union said this would 
mean 67 per cent of nurses and 
midwives will be paid less than 
their Victorian counterparts. The 
union also wants the agreement 
to address gender pay equity, the 
workforce shortage, and the provi-
sion of a career pipeline for nurse 
practitioners. 

Health Minister, Tim Nicholls, 
said the department’s pay offer 
“meets the commitment in rela-
tion to nation-leading wages and 
conditions.” A Health Department 
spokesperson said: “The Crisafulli 
government is committed to sup-
porting our valued nursing and 
midwifery workforce – this includes 
making Queensland Health an 
employer of choice.” 

Obviously Queensland nurses 
and midwives don’t agree. The 
union says that Queensland 
Health’s offer puts conditions 
at risk and presents “too many 
unanswered questions and missing 
commitments.”  

Our cartoonist keeps 
drawing Sussan Ley 
like she’s Tony Abbott 
in disguise. He says it’s 
because sservants of 
capital all look bassically 
the ssame.
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Paul Gregoire 

As thousands protested the violence 
of the Australian system which has 
yet again led to the death of another 
Aboriginal person in custody, there 
appeared to be a shift in the position 
taken by those gathered to contest 
the killing of Warlpiri man Kuman-
jayi White at the hands of two plain-
clothes police officers in Coles Alice 
Springs on 27 May 2025.

Perhaps it was the callous manner in 
which the two cops set upon the 24-year-
old man with disabilities, perhaps it was 
that this is the second young Warlpiri man 
from Yuendumu to have been violently killed 
by police in recent years, or perhaps it’s the 
parallels between the Israeli state violence 
occurring in Gaza and that of this state, but 
regardless of what it was, a shift has occurred.

The message was clear at the rallies that 
sprung up at over a dozen urban centres 
across the country: the Australian police 
violence reserved for First Nations people 
is endemic and the Aboriginal deaths in 
the custody of police or corrections that 
accompany it, aren’t isolated incidents but 
are common occurrences, and the myths that 
served to convey otherwise are falling down.

Due to his disabilities, Kumanjayi White 
was living in assisted state care in Mparnt-
we-Alice Springs away from his hometown 
of Yuendumu, which has a population of 
870. It was also the home of 19-year-old 
Warlpiri teen Kumanjayi Walker, who was 
shot dead by former Northern Territory 
police officer Zachary Rolfe on 9 November 
2019, with the related coronial report set to 
be released soon.

The demand repeated at each of the 
rallies was, unlike Walker’s death, the inves-
tigation of White’s ought to be conducted 
independent of Northern Territory police, 
a call federal Indigenous Affairs minister 
Malarndirri McCarthy after White’s death. 

KARRINJARLA 
MUWAJARRI

“The government should look at the 
situation with the police and what they are 
doing to us,” Warlpiri elder Uncle Ned Jampi-
jinpa Hargraves told the ABC on Monday. 
“If we want the police to say sorry to us... . 
We would like to say, ‘We want you to drop 
the guns – drop it.’ ... How much more do 
we have to go on like this? It’s got to stop 
somewhere along the line.”

“You want to say sorry? You take the belt 
off. You take the guns off,” said Uncle Ned, 
who is the grandfather of Kumanjayi White. 
“We cannot keep living like this. I would say 
this, ‘Get off our back. Get off our back.’ ” 

According to the brief reports on the 
circumstances, it appears White was being 
approached by shop security over potential 
shoplifting, when two plainclothes police 
officers took over. A witness reported that 
one of the officers had their knee on the back 
of the man’s neck, which suggests they had 
him on the ground in the potentially lethal 
prone position.

Prior to the brutal killing of his jaja-grand-
son Kumanjayi, Uncle Ned was already well 
known, as in the wake of the March 2022 

acquittal of former NT police constable Rolfe 
over the shooting death of Kumanjayi Walker 
in a family home in Yuendumu, the Warlpiri 
elder launched the Karrinjarla Muwajarri 
campaign, which called for a ceasefire and an 
end to police guns in remote communities.

Rolfe shot Walker three times. The second 
and third time involved firing directly into 
the side of the teen’s ribcage as he was on 
his back on the ground with the constable’s 
partner on top of him.

The constable was then charged with 
a sliding scale of offences: firstly murder, 
backed up by a charge of manslaughter, 
and then if that failed, he had a third count 
of violent act causing death laid against his 
name. An all-non-Indigenous jury acquitted 
him of all three crimes.

Uncle Ned explained after the launch of 
the ceasefire campaign that since the Howard 
government launched the NT Intervention 
in 2007, police violence in remote commu-
nities has escalated. Dozens of Aboriginal 
communities are now patrolled by police 
brandishing military-style weapons.

“The Intervention has torn us apart. It 
ripped us apart,” Uncle Ned said in a June 
2022 interview. “Intervention hasn’t given 
us an opportunity. Intervention hasn’t given 
us freedom of will or our rights to carry on 
the way we want to live. We want to run our 
community in the way that suits us. We want 
to run our community and to live in peace.”

A CRISIS DOWN  
THE DECADES

But even as the outpouring of protests 
continued, it came to light that another Abo-
riginal death had occurred in custody in the 
Northern Territory. This time it involved a 
68-year-old Aboriginal man, who was alleg-
edly too drunk to board a flight at Darwin 
airport. In response to a call, he was taken 
into custody by the Australian federal police 
on 30 May.

The AFP took him into custody under the 

terms of section 128 of the Police Admin-
istration Act 1978 (NT), which allows law 
enforcement officers to take people intoxi-
cated in public into custody if they may cause 
harm to themselves or others.

After arriving at the watchhouse, it was 
decided the elderly man should be taken to 
the hospital in Garramilla-Darwin. During 
the trip in the police van, the man is said 
to have lost consciousness. He was then 
placed in the intensive care unit, where he 
never recovered.

The fact that two Aboriginal deaths in 
custody have occurred over the last fortnight 
in the Northern Territory again reveals just 
how often these custody deaths actually 
occur – deaths that the authorities always 
conclude are no one’s responsibility and often 
fail to identify the cause of. At present both 
Kumanjayi’s and the elderly man’s cause 
of death are yet to have been determined.

Since the Royal Commission into Abo-
riginal Deaths in Custody handed down its 
final report in 1991, which made 339 recom-
mendations on how to prevent these custody 
deaths that were also a crisis in the 1980s, 
597 more deaths of First Nations people in 
the custody of police or corrections have 
occurred.

So far this year, 36 deaths have taken 
place in the custody of police or corrections. 
Twelve of these deaths were of First Nations 
people, while 24 were of the non-Indigenous. 
So, a third of all custodial deaths in 2025 
have been of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, yet they only account for 
3.8 percent of the overall population of this 
continent.

Despite making up less than four per 
cent of the country’s populace,Aboriginal 
people make up 36 per cent of the nation’s 
adult prisoner population.

RESOUNDING CALLS FOR 
INDEPENDENCE

National Justice Project director George 

Newhouse is the lawyer representing the 
White family. He spoke at the rally for 
Kumanjayi White on Gadigal land at Sydney 
Town Hall on Saturday night, as he was fresh 
back from Yuendumu, and he read out a 
statement from the family.

The White family are calling for the 
Northern Territory police officers involved in 
the killing to be stood down during the inves-
tigation, that the inquiry be carried out by a 
body independent of the NT police, that all 
relevant CCTV footage and any potential body 
cam footage be released to the family, and 
that police should stop making statements 
that serve to criminalise the deceased man.

Following minister McCarthy’s call for 
an independent inquiry into the death, reac-
tionary NT Country Liberals chief minister 
Lia Finocchiaro, who, since being voted into 
office last August, has gone on a law-and-
order lawmaking binge, which ultimately 
targets First Nations people, responded that 
the senator’s call for an independent inquiry 
was “really unhelpful” and “uneducated.”

Senator Lidia Thorpe has pushed McCa-
rthy to keep up with her demand for an 
independent inquiry, and both senators 
have noted that the town of Yuendumu has 
suffered multiple traumas over recent years.

Thorpe’s demand upon the minister, who 
has since gone silent after her first call for 
an independent investigation, to continue 
to push for a change to how the inquiry is 
carried out became the central demand of 
all those rallying to mark White’s killing.

Thorpe told the ABC, “We’ve had so 
many deaths in custody, in fact almost 600 
deaths in custody, with nobody ever held 
accountable for any of those deaths.”

“We need to enact that Royal Commis-
sion recommendation from 1991, which 
clearly states that we need independence of 
accountability of these killings – these police 
killings, and that’s basically what they are.”
Sydney Criminal Lawyers  

Kumanjayi White’s killing  
shifts the debate

Photo: David Jackmanson – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Australian police violence 
reserved for Aboriginal people 

is endemic

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-07/qld-death-in-custody-kumanjayi-white-brisbane-sydney/105389896
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-07/qld-death-in-custody-kumanjayi-white-brisbane-sydney/105389896
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/the-australian-system-is-designed-to-deny-accountability-for-aboriginal-deaths-in-custody/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/the-australian-system-is-designed-to-deny-accountability-for-aboriginal-deaths-in-custody/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/4/aboriginal-community-shaken-by-second-death-in-australian-police-custody
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/4/aboriginal-community-shaken-by-second-death-in-australian-police-custody
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/police-shoot-dead-unarmed-teen/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/police-shoot-dead-unarmed-teen/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/police-shoot-dead-unarmed-teen/
https://web.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=675382922149395&external_log_id=81cb9bb2-319d-4d97-abad-2f96731ea185&q=kumanjayi%2520white%2520protest%2520naarm
https://web.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=675382922149395&external_log_id=81cb9bb2-319d-4d97-abad-2f96731ea185&q=kumanjayi%2520white%2520protest%2520naarm
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/criminal/offences/larceny-stealing-theft/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/police-guns-out-of-remote-communities-warlpiri-elder-ned-jampijinpa-hargraves-calls-ceasefire/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/police-guns-out-of-remote-communities-warlpiri-elder-ned-jampijinpa-hargraves-calls-ceasefire/
https://karrinjarlamuwajarri.org/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/criminal/offences/murder-manslaughter/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/police-guns-out-of-remote-communities-warlpiri-elder-ned-jampijinpa-hargraves-calls-ceasefire/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/police-guns-out-of-remote-communities-warlpiri-elder-ned-jampijinpa-hargraves-calls-ceasefire/
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nt/consol_act/paa1978227/s128.html#:~:text=POLICE%2520ADMINISTRATION%2520ACT%25201978%2520%252D%2520SECT%2520128,-Circumstances%2520in%2520which&text=(2)%2520For%2520the%2520purposes%2520of,fingerprints%2520and%2520other%2520biometric%2520identifiers.&text=(b)%2520remove%2520or%2520cause%2520to,a%2520power%2520under%2520this%2520section.
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nt/consol_act/paa1978227/s128.html#:~:text=POLICE%2520ADMINISTRATION%2520ACT%25201978%2520%252D%2520SECT%2520128,-Circumstances%2520in%2520which&text=(2)%2520For%2520the%2520purposes%2520of,fingerprints%2520and%2520other%2520biometric%2520identifiers.&text=(b)%2520remove%2520or%2520cause%2520to,a%2520power%2520under%2520this%2520section.
https://www.aic.gov.au/statistics/deaths-custody-australia
https://www.aic.gov.au/statistics/deaths-custody-australia
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples/estimates-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-australians/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples/estimates-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-australians/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples/estimates-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-australians/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples/estimates-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-australians/latest-release
https://web.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1165575995613007&set=pcb.1165576815612925
https://web.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1165575995613007&set=pcb.1165576815612925
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/kumanjayi-whites-killing-has-shifted-the-debate-on-the-aboriginal-deaths-in-custody-crisis/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/kumanjayi-whites-killing-has-shifted-the-debate-on-the-aboriginal-deaths-in-custody-crisis/
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AWU

Noosa Council workers have taken 
their case directly to the Noosa com-
munity with a campaign of door 
knocking and letterboxing to explain 
to ratepayers how poorly they have 
been treated by Noosa Shire Council.

Workers have been locked in a dispute 
with the council CEO since February over a 
new three year pay deal.

To add insult to injury, the latest pay 
offer made by the CEO turned out to be a 

dud. While it improved the offer from 14% 
over three years to 15% it delayed one of the 
three annual pay rises, meaning workers 
would receive no extra money.

This is unacceptable, and the  Austral-
ian Workers’ Union is seeking Mayoral 
intervention.

Over a number of years, a toxic council 
workplace culture has developed, with grow-
ing staff vacancies, and threats of asset sales 
and redundancies becoming commonplace.

This matter must be taken out of the 
CEO’s hands and resolved by Mayor Wilkie.

Mick Anderson, AWU Organiser calls it 
“an absolute disgrace” that a council CEO 
earning almost $400,000 a year is trying 
to block low-paid workers for asking for a 
pay rise.

“If he’s not threatening to dock pay from 
our workers, this CEO is offering us a dud 
deal dressed up as an improved pay offer.

“We know that under this CEO, council 
workers’ pay has fallen behind neighbour-
ing councils.

“This deal could be done tomorrow if the 
Mayor agreed to scrap the pay-rise deferral 

that would dud workers – that’s all our 
members are asking for.

Anderson says that the council exists 
for the benefit of the community, and there 
is no community benefit in depriving low-
paid workers and their families of a pay rise 
during a cost-of-living crisis.

“If the Mayor allows this to continue, we’ll 
see more potholes, more bins go unemptied, 
and residents will suffer.”

“It’s time for the Mayor to step up, stop 
his CEO’s ridiculous behaviour, and deliver 
the pay rise Council workers deserve.”  

Noosa Shire Council workers take 
their case to ratepayers

Naarm/Melbourne: The Com-
munity and Public Sector 
Union Victorian Branch has 
congratulated all Shrine of 
Remembrance members who 
participated in the recent vote 
on the proposed Enterprise 
Agreement.

With an 84% voter turnout and 
100% yes vote, the union says it is  
a powerful endorsement of the out-
comes achieved through collective 
bargaining.

The union particularly thanked 
Neil Sharkey, Bargaining Repre-
sentative, for his dedication and 
leadership throughout the nego-
tiation process. His commitment 
ensured strong representation for 
all Shrine employees.

The Victorian branch thanked 
all members of the Shrine work-
force for their persistence and for 
showing up when needed. 

A major achievement in this 
agreement is the Agility Allow-
ance to be paid each year, secured 
through persistent and strategic 
bargaining – an important and 
well-deserved outcome for Shrine 
members.

The Agreement also includes a 
3% annual pay increase, effective 1 
May each year from 2024 through 
2027, the extension of overtime 
entitlements to workers previously 
not eligible, and new leave entitle-
ments for Reproductive Health and 
Wellbeing.

It’s a win for union members 
at the Shrine. Any workers there 
not in the union are encouraged 
to join the CPSU now.
Community and Public Sector 
Union  

Win for Shrine 
workers

Arrok Nekaza

We’ve already seen alcohol companies 
lobby hard against health warnings that 
could protect pregnant women. Every 
shopper has learned to ignore the com-
plex ingredient labels on cereal boxes. 

In yet another example of the free market 
producing bad outcomes, new research from 
RMIT University and End Food Waste Aus-
tralia reveals confusing food labels are driving 
Australians to throw away perfectly edible food, 
costing households money and contributing to 
the nation’s food waste problem.

There’s a push to make food labels more 
useful. Consumers want labels changed, but 
according to the study workshops revealed 
hesitations from food industry stakeholders, 
who cited concerns around cost, compliance 
and regulatory complexity.

Clearer, more consistent date labels and stor-
age advice with related bigger print and simple 
icons, could drastically reduce the amount of 
edible food Aussies throw away.

Each year, Australians waste 7.6 million 
tonnes of food, much of it still safe to eat.

The study showed poor label design and 
inconsistent packaging were key reasons con-
sumers throw out food, which could cost the 
average household up to $2,500 annually.

Lead author of the study, RMIT’s Associate 
Professor Lukas Parker, said shoppers don’t 
want to waste food or money.

“Australian shoppers deserve better than 
this. They’re being let down by labels that don’t 
give them the information they need to make 
the right call,” he said.

“It’s time for a consistent, clear system that 
helps people make smarter choices, saves money 
and keeps good food out of the bin.”

What is a gap between consumer needs and 
system readiness was also identified as a major 
barrier to progress.

End Food Waste Australia CEO Tristan Butt 
said cutting food waste through smarter labels 
will only happen if government, retailers and 
food producers work together.

“Clear, consistent date labelling is one of the 
most cost-effective and scalable ways to reduce 
household food waste, but it won’t happen 
without industry-wide collaboration,” he said.

“This single change could prevent nearly a 
million tonnes of food waste by 2030.

“The UK’s retail sector has already proven 
this change is possible, without compromising 
food safety. It’s time we did the same.”
Date Labelling and Storage Advice Collective 
Intelligence Workshops: Position Paper, is 
published by RMIT University and End Food Waste 
Australia.  

Confusing food labels  
are costing Australians:  

it’s time for industry to act

Naarm / Melbourne: Labour History Alert!
Melbourne Comrades and supporters may be interested  
in a bit of Labour History:
19th Biennial Labour History Conference, 26-28 November. It will be 
held at the Victorian Trades Hall, and its theme is The Spirit of 1975: 
Transformations in Australian Labour History. Our three keynote speak-
ers have been confirmed. More details to follow, but for those interested in 
giving a paper, see www.labourhistory.org.au/call-for-papers-the-spirit-of-
1975-transformations-in-australian-labour-history/

“Protesting the Vietnam War and National Service”, 26 June, 6pm. During 
the Vietnam War, a huge national protest movement grew around the con-
scription of young Australians ordered to fight in the contentious war. In 
Victoria, many women were at the forefront of the historic protest move-
ment. These brave women are the focus of the award-winning podcast 
Women, Conscription, War.

Discover this pivotal moment in Australian history in a talk by Melbourne 
LH Society member, Alexandra Pierce.
Book at https://bit.ly/43jVjYV

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/cOLrqOaIgZA/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.labourhistory.org.au%2Fcall-for-papers-the-spirit-of-1975-transformations-in-australian-labour-history%2F
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/cOLrqOaIgZA/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.labourhistory.org.au%2Fcall-for-papers-the-spirit-of-1975-transformations-in-australian-labour-history%2F
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/g8DLH23tA8A/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F43jVjYV
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Peter Farmer

We do a lot to keep our chil-
dren safe in this country 
– crossing supervisors, swim-
ming classes, all sorts of safety 
precautions. Every state trains 
teachers in all sorts of ways 
to keep children safe from 
harm.  There’s a very serious 
duty of care involved. Not 
only are children to be kept 
safe from harm and harass-
ment, there are also guidelines 

about products that are not 
to be promoted. We protect 
our kids. 

The West Australian Depart-
ment of Education, for example,  
“is committed to being a child 
safe organisation” and states quite 
clearly that all department staff will 
“take all actions and make deci-
sions based on the best interests 
of the child.” 

That’s why the gambling and 
tobacco industries don’t get to 
shower schools with slick material 

that normalises the use of their 
harmful products. 

One harmful product that seems 
to get through the net of protective 
“child safe” policies and practices  
is war on behalf of foreign powers.  
The US Consulate in Perth has been 
“actively facilitating school visits” 
since the announcement of the 
disastrous AUKUS pact. A ‘Public 
Engagement Director’ has been 
meeting with Education Depart-
ment staff who have passed on 
questions to school management  
about their schools, including 
asking if students and staff would 
be interested in visits from US 
diplomats and scientists to discuss 
STEM and defence careers. 

There are all sorts of entice-
ments – maybe your school could 
be visited by a US diplomat or 
NASA representatives. US Navy 
personnel are free to visit schools 
to speak about “careers in defense” 
and “submarine life.”

The goal, according to the 
Public Engagement Director, “is to 
inspire students by showing them 
real-world role models – you can 
be what you can see.”

This writer can see an imperi-
alist power trying to build up social 
license for a wasteful and dangerous 
military pact.  

Ron Hall, Secretary
Aboriginal Advancement League SA

Thousands gathered at Port Adelaide for the 
opening of the Aboriginal Cultural Centre, 
Yitpi Yartapuultiku, (Kaurna for Soul of Port 
Adelaide). Yipti is situated on the banks of the 
Port River. The opening drew a huge crowd 
of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians 
in a spirit of reconciliation.

Kaurna elder Uncle Lewis O’Brien spoke in the 
retrieved Kaurna language welcoming the hundreds 
gathered on country. Ngadguri elder Aunty Pat War-
ia-Read extended a rousing invitation to everyone to 
come to the centre  to learn about Aboriginal culture 
and appreciate its full significance for Australian people. 
Local federal member of Parliament, Mark Butler 
spoke. While lamenting the referendum outcome, 
he spoke firmly in favour of the welcome to country 
as a matter of showing respect. The mayor of Port 
Adelaide-Enfield, Claire Boan, expressed how proud 
the community must be of this impressive creation, 
such an achievement in consultation and cooperation. 

The Tal Kin Jeri dance group led by Ngarrindjeri 
elder and environmental activist Uncle Major “Moogie” 
Sumner provided a cultural treat on the large specially 
prepared sandy surface of Gunyawayitila, performance 
area, the culmination of a most significant day.

Various spaces surround the long stylish building 
– a Women’s Place, a Men’s Place, and a large outdoor 
performance area, all comprise an outstanding $35 
million landmark located on the Port River, a product 
of a powerful collaboration between an Aboriginal 
committee and artists on one hand and a cooperative 
local council on the other, embracing concepts of rec-
onciliation, environmental regeneration, preservation 
of traditional knowledge, and economic growth. 

Inside there are a gallery, an elders’ room, a gift 
shop and café. Uncle Moogy plans to hold dance 
classes on-site in the near future.

Implementing the principal of caring for country 
has involved energy-efficient systems, use of rainwa-
ter and recycled water, natural ventilation and solar 
and battery technology. The location features a living 
shoreline where there is no seawall but a restored tidal 
zone using native reeds, oyster reefs” in implementing 
Kaurna ecological knowledge.

Significantly, the South Australian Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, Kyam Maher, has just announced 
that the state is now moving from the achievement of 
a “Voice to Parliament” to beginning the consultation 
process for the settlement of a “Treaty” First Nations 
people.  

The demise of the British Empire 
Denis Doherty

On May 25 this year, the Sydney Morning Herald issued an 
editorial “London lets the sun go down on the British Empire,” 
lamenting the fact that the British can never say now that the 
“sun never sets on the empire” as they have had to release 
the Chagos archipelago, which includes among its islands 
Diego Garcia, to Mauritius. 

Diego Garcia is notorious. It was sold to the US military for a 
huge base in the 1960s. The indigenous people of that island 
were savagely, and deceitfully evicted without compensation 
and sent to live in penury in Mauritius. They’ve been trying to 
get it back ever since. So the breezy editorial rubbed a lot of 
people who have consciences the wrong way. 

One angry correspondent wrote “Your editorial on the 
demise of the British Empire sets an odd jarring note of 
remorse that this has come about when it should be a cause 
for rejoicing.  Professor Jeffrey Sachs of Colombia University 
says ‘no country has done greater harm to the world than 
the British.’  The results of British interference and British 
theft are still having repercussions today; our own dear ABC 
ran a show called Stuff the British stole. A fitting farewell for 
the British Empire would be the nickname given to the British 
Flag by Irish republicans “the Union Jack is the butcher’s 
apron.”

The incident is a reminder that the US military-industrial 
complex is not there to protect freedom or human rights. If 
it was, the Chagosians would have mattered to the US cli-
ent-state otherwise known as Britain when it kicked them 
out. 

Space Summit
Sydney’s Darling Harbour was the scene for the Aus Space 
25 Summit, a conference of two parts on the Australian 
space industry towards the end of May. The two parts were 
in equal measure the military and civilian use of space 
research. All too often space research and development 
are synonymous with military applications for such work. 
Aus Space 25 was no different. A small, determined group 
of peace activists from Sydney protested outside the ‘sum-
mit’ and stressed ‘Keep Space for Peace.’ Their leaflet said: 
“While we welcome Australian ingenuity and expertise being 
devoted to a new frontier space, we recoil at the automatic 
involvement of the military in this new and exciting frontier. 
From as far back as 1996 US General Ashy said ‘It’s politi-
cally sensitive, but it’s going to happen ... we’re going to fight 
in space. We’re going to fight from space and we’re going 
to fight into space. That’s why the US has development pro-
grams in directed energy and hit-to-kill mechanisms.’

“We know that Pine Gap known locally as the ‘space base’ 
has been used in US led conflicts since 1991. It has been 
targeting civilians in the wars against Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
facilitating drone attacks on villagers on the Pakistani bor-
der with Afghanistan.  Currently, Pine Gap is being used to 
facilitate the massacre against Gaza and nearby countries 
on behalf of Israel.”

Talisman Sabre 25
Talisman Sabre 25 the giant US-Australian military exercises 
are due to be held this year in July. These exercises occupy 
the air force, the navies and the armies of participating coun-
tries. They usually start in the waters off Jervis Bay NSW 
with naval live firing and various manoeuvres and the action 
moves up the coast to north of Rockhampton Qld, where 
the armies exercise in amphibious landings and bush bash 
through jungle and savannah areas of Queensland, ending 
up in the Northern Territory with more live firing and bomb-
ing practice. This year’s Talisman Sabre will include for the 
first time Papua New Guinea, where there will be exercises 
aimed to entice elements of the PNG society to accept the 
militarisation of their land by the US. 

PEACE NOTESYitpi Yartapuultiku 
Cultural Centre 
Opening – a big 
step towards 

Reconciliation

USA targets our kids

Perth

Something to say?
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Editor!
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Grape grower Li Haohua enjoys stroll-
ing around Château Yuanshi, drinking 
in people’s amazement when they visit 
the stylish wine-tasting hall, which was 
converted from a once-scarred quarry.

At the eastern foothill of Helan Moun-
tain in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, 
northwest China, Château Yuanshi is among 
a cluster of renovated complexes surrounded 
by greenery. Just a handful of decades ago, 
the mountain bore the open scars of mining.

Li, 54, is now a veteran of the winery. 
The former quarry worker who once trans-
ported sand and gravel has witnessed the 
transformation of Helan Mountain from one 
of China’s significant coking coal production 
bases to an idyllic tourist hotspot.

“In the past, strong winds blew sharp 
sand into my face. It was painful! After years 
of afforestation, this place has become a 
popular tourist destination, and the winery’s 
business has flourished,” said Li.

The transformation is not unique to Châ-
teau Yuanshi. Shitanjing, another mining 
area at the foothills of the Helan Mountain, 
has been given a second life as a favoured 
film location.

As an industrial heritage site, towering 
chimneys, cooling towers, and structures 

built between the 1960s and 1990s, including 
hospitals, department stores, and a railway 
station, have been preserved to record its 
past. At its peak, the mining industry in 
Shitanjing supported over 30,000 miners 
and their families.

“The mining town was bustling with 
activity, well-equipped with department 
stores, cinemas and schools,” recalled Ying 
Ziyue, a local community worker.

Following the depletion of coal resources, 
however, the area experienced significant 
population outflow and economic decline.

The transformation started in 2017 when 
the regional government of Ningxia launched 
the Helan Mountain Ecological Protection 
Campaign.

All coal mines, washing plants, and 
industrial facilities within the national 
nature reserve were shuttered for good. A 
systematic ecological restoration initiative 
soon followed.

Shitanjing has found a new path, one 
paved with cultural tourism that blends 
improved ecology with the remnants of its 
unique industrial past. As a result, its rugged 
landscape has become a magnet for film 
crews, serving as backdrops for suspense, 
military, and sci-fi productions.

Since 2021, over 30 stories have been 
filmed here, with five more films and five 
short dramas slated for this year. The local 
government is repurposing vacant buildings 
as dormitories, kitchens, and prop ware-
houses, providing comprehensive support.

Ge Yihong, 63, who regretted not being 
able to wear white clothes when she was 
young because of the coal dust, is now work-
ing as a location scout. Popularly called a 
“living map” for film crews, Ge’s local knowl-
edge helped the “Home Coming” movie team 
find a crucial location they had been hunting 
for months in just 20 minutes.

Unique tourism resources and rising 
fame saw Shitanjing clock up 184 thousand 
tourist visits in 2024 alone.

The stories beneath the Helan Mountain 
showcase a national trend. As China advances 
toward high-quality development, once-de-
pleted mining areas are leading eco-driven 
industrial transformations.

At Dafanpu Coal Mine of Liliang Coal 
Industry Co., Ltd. in Ordos, Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region, reclaimed mining land, 
once choked by dust, now yields flourishing 
apples and grapes.

In the city of Weihai in Shandong Prov-
ince, east China, a former mining gully has 

been reborn as a cultural valley, its cliffs 
etched with masterpieces from generations 
of calligraphy masters.

In Fuxin, Liaoning Province, northeast 
China, young crowds come for the scarred 
mining pits repurposed as challenging off-
road racing tracks, and stay for various 
music festivals.

By the end of 2024, China had rehabil-
itated over 333,300 hectares of abandoned 
mines, including 26,200 hectares in 2024 
alone, according to the Ministry of Natural 
Resources.

“Leveraging ecological restoration, 
industrial upgrading, and cultural-tourism 
integration, former industrial wastelands are 
reborn,” said Liao Lichun, head of Delimo-
fang Afforestation Group with long ecological 
greening experience.

“Green development not only enhances 
the environment but creates new growth 
drivers – offering a sustainable Chinese 
model for resource-depleted regions glob-
ally,” Liao added.
Global Times  

China’s green metamorphosis

Chad may not have billions of 
dollars, but it has dignity and 
pride, the leader of the former 
French colony has declared.

Chadian President Mahamat 
Idriss Deby has announced the sus-
pension of visa issuance to Ameri-
cans in retaliation for Washington’s 
decision to ban Chadian nationals 
from entering the United States.

US President Donald Trump has 
signed an executive order impos-
ing a full entry ban on citizens of 
12 countries, including Chad, the 
Republic of the Congo, Equatorial 
Guinea, Eritrea, Libya, Somalia, 

and Sudan. He cited a range of 
concerns, including the presence 
of terrorist organisations, lack of 
security cooperation, high rate 
of visa overstays, and the refusal 
of some governments to accept 
deported nationals.

In a brief statement posted on 
Facebook, Chad’s leader said he had 
“instructed the government to act 
in accordance with the principles 
of reciprocity and suspend the 
granting of visas to citizens of the 
United States of America.”

“Chad has neither planes to 
offer nor billions of dollars to give, 

but Chad has its dignity and its 
pride,” Deby added.

The new measures by the 
Trump administration, effective 
as of 9 June, also target Afghan-
istan, Myanmar, Haiti, Iran, and 
Yemen. Travellers from Burundi, 
Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone, Togo, 
Turkmenistan, and Venezuela will 
face partial restrictions. Exceptions 
will apply to lawful permanent US 
residents, dual nationals, diplo-
mats, athletes and their relatives 
attending major sporting events, 
and those with family or adoption 
immigrant visas.

Congolese government spokes-
person Thierry Moungalla said he 
believes the Republic of the Congo, 
also known as Congo-Brazzaville, 
was added to the US travel blacklist 
due to a “misunderstanding.”

“Congo is not a terrorist coun-
try, is not home to any terrorist, 
and is not known to have a ter-
rorist vocation. So, we think that 
this is a misunderstanding, and I 
believe that in the coming hours, 
the relevant diplomatic services 
of the government will contact the 
American authorities,” Moungalla 
said in response to a reporter’s 

question during at a briefing in the 
capital, Brazzaville.

Somali Ambassador to the 
US Dahir Hassan Abdi said that 
Mogadishu stood ready to engage 
in dialogue to address the con-
cerns raised. Sierra Leone, which 
faces partial restrictions, has also 
reportedly expressed willingness to 
cooperate with the White House.
rt.com  

African state reciprocates US visa ban

Graham Holton

Every year 8 June marks the 
United Nation’s World Oceans 
Day. This year’s theme is “Won-
der: Sustaining what sustains 
us.” To be sustainable requires 
the conservation and sustaina-
ble use of our seas and marine 
resources by protecting them 
from the pollution of fossil 
fuels, petrochemicals, plastics 
and rubbish dumped in rivers 
and at sea. 

Worsening the health of our 
waterways, seas and oceans is plas-
tic pollution, which harms aquatic 
and marine life, disrupting global 
ecosystems. Each year an estimated 
11 million tonnes of plastics pollute 
our waterways and harm marine life 
before entering the oceans. Plastic is 
not biodegradable but breaks down 
into microplastics, which are ingested 
by marine organisms, leading to 
severe health problems. 

More than eight million tonnes of 
plastic enter the world’s oceans each 
year. Ecosystems are being destroyed 
and marine wildlife species are edging 
closer to extinction due to plastic 
waste. Floating plastic can transport 
invasive species, further disrupting 
biodiversity. An estimated 171 trillion 
pieces of plastic are thought to be 
floating in the world’s oceans.

Since 1980, the world’s plastic 
pollution has increased tenfold, con-
tributing to greenhouse gas emissions 
at each stage of its lifecycle, from 
production to disposal. Annual plas-
tic production has increased from 15 
million tonnes in the 1960s to over 
300 million tonnes and it’s expected 
to triple by 2050. More than 75 per 
cent of all plastic ever produced is 
already waste.

Various ‘greenwashing’ exercises  
either focus on individual litterers 
or on feel-good actions that don’t 
change capitalism’s approach to the 
environment. 

Every minute, 20 tonnes of plas-
tics are dumped into the oceans, and 
an estimated 90 per cent of marine 
pollution comes from coastal cities 
in thirty-two countries. More than 
1,000 rivers around the world suffer 
from plastic pollution. This endless 
tide of plastic waste is entangling and 
suffocating turtles, whales and sea-
birds, or die from ingesting plastics.

Plastic pollution also contrib-
utes to climate change. The oceans 
around the world have been recording 
increasingly higher temperatures, 
with 2024 being the warmest year 
ever recorded. According to UN data 
the seas are now warmer than at any 
time in human history and this tem-
perature increase has been directly 
linked to global warming.  

World Oceans Day 8 June

Oceans of plastic waste

Photo: Snemann – flickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)
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Sami Kupiszewski

In March this year, captured 
PKK (Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party) leader Abdullah Öcalan 
issued a call from prison urg-
ing the PKK to lay down its 
arms and dissolve. Following 
this, the PKK held a confer-
ence at Mount Qandil in Iraq, 
close to the Iranian border. 
They declared their intention 
to end all armed activities and 
dissolve under the name PKK. 
But the Syrian and Iranian 
branches of the PKK – YPG 
and PJAK – are not included 
in this process. 

With the Turkish-Kurdish issue  
apparently settled, little stands in 
the way of a US-Israeli assault on 

Iran. Yet the prospects for its suc-
cess are slim. Israel is known for 
surprise attacks. Its military struc-
ture is highly flexible and adaptable, 
and its forces are ruthless. 

However, Iran is a large coun-
try. Its population will consolidate 
its support in response to what it 
sees as Israel’s genocide in Pales-
tine and Syria. 

Israel’s justification for war 
against Iran is based on their 
assumed Zionist superiority and 
establish hegemony, not on a gen-
uine threat or on international law. 
This is the behaviour of a rogue 
state. 

The US and Israel can certainly 
inflict severe damage on Iran, but 
defeat is unlikely. The state will 
endure and will surely retaliate. 

An attack on Iran will precipitate 
a geopolitical earthquake for which 
the US and its allies are ill-prepared. 

In Syria, it is clear that the new 
President, Al Qaeda terrorist Abu 
Mohammad Al-Jolan, respectively 
rebranded as HTS and Ahmed 
al-Sharaa, is nothing more than a 
quisling of the US Empire. 

In a 2021 interview, former US 
Ambassador to Iraq and Turkey, 
James Jeffrey, referred to HTS as 
“an asset” in countering Assad’s 
forces and Iranian-backed militias. 
In another interview he admitted 
that Jolani had been under US 
protection since 2018. 

On 25 May 2025, the sanctions 
that crippled the Assad govern-
ment were lifted by the US for 
Jolani’s illegitimate self-appointed 

genocidal government. In return 
Jolani has been given four key tasks: 
•  Expel the leaders of the 

Palestinian groups. 
•  Break Iran’s diplomatic and 

military influence. 
•  Expel foreign Takfiri jihadis in 

Jolani’s forces. 
•  Make Syria a mini-Turkey, a 

servile client state of Israel and 
the US. 

Despite US support, Jolani is 
unlikely to last long in office. He 
will be replaced by Kurds or by Tur-
key’s proxy Syrian National Army. 
Both forces have more legitimacy 
and much higher military power 
in the region. 

Western machinations in the 
Middle East are a desperate attempt 
to shore up hegemony. This axis 

of destruction is adept at creating 
chaos, but incapable of imposing 
order. 

The absurd spectacle of a 
former head-chopper being feted 
in Europe’s capitals illustrates this. 
The US Empire is laid bare, as 
impulsive, panicked and without 
any vision for the future. 

Despite unwavering support 
from Western governments to 
Arab-Turk-Kurd Zionist collabo-
rators, the world is awakening to 
the anti-imperialist struggle for 
socialist liberation. 
Socialist Voice  

The Kurdish question and Zionist designs

Biljana Vankovska

As NATO’s next summit looms – 
against the backdrop of an escalating 
proxy war in Ukraine and a genocidal 
horror in Gaza – the sane and moral 
world must roar in defiance, shat-
tering ideological shackles. NATO is 
a zombie alliance, lurching forward 
despite its irrelevance, its fangs drip-
ping with the blood of nations it claims 
to protect. In Ukraine, NATO’s mem-
bers pour fuel on the inferno, cham-
pioning escalation over peace. The 
United States, its puppet-master, plays 
a vile charade, preaching peace while 
strong-arming allies to bankroll its war 
machine. Trump’s $175 billion Golden 
Dome, a space-based missile defence 
boondoggle, is a reckless gambit that 
threatens global annihilation.

Without US muscle, NATO is a toothless 
fraud. Its true mission – past and present – is 
not defence but terror-mongering, fabricating 
enemies to feed the ravenous military-in-
dustrial complex. This hydra now entwines 
media, academia, and Hollywood, peddling 
war as entertainment. NATO is a global arms 
bazaar, hawking obsolete weapons and testing 
new ones on the corpses of the vulnerable. Its 
mantras – ‘peace through strength,’ ‘path to 
peace with more weapons’ – are Orwellian 
poison, weaponising language to silence dis-
sent. Those who dare question this madness 
are smeared as traitors to peace.

The Hague summit will churn out its tired 
script: skyrocketing military budgets – now 
potentially 5% of GDP – siphoning resources 
from health care, education, and the poor. 
Russia and China will be vilified as existential 
threats to justify this plunder. NATO flouts 
the UN Charter and its own founding charter, 
leaving a trail of ravaged nations and dead 
civilians. Its cheerleaders – think tanks, the 
media, and warmonger officials – demand 
a ‘stronger, fairer and more lethal NATO,’ 
lusting for hypersonic weapons, preemptive 
strikes, and space militarisation. This is not 
defence. It’s domination on steroids.

The 1999 bombing of the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia was a turning point in NATO’s 
history. Launched without UN Security Coun-
cil approval, it was a brazenly illegal assault, 
justified by a sham ‘humanitarian’ pretext. No 
legal basis existed; NATO’s actions mocked 
Articles 51 and 2(4) of the UN Charter, setting 
a blueprint for lawless militarism dressed 
in moral drag. Article 2(4) enshrines the 
principle of state sovereignty and prohibits 
unilateral use of force. Article 51, which gov-
erns the right to self-defence, provides the 
only explicit exception to this rule, allowing 
military force solely in response to an armed 
attack. Since NATO’s intervention was neither 
authorised by the UN Security Council nor 

conducted in self-defence, it constituted a 
breach of both provisions of the UN Charter.

Its 50th anniversary was celebrated with 
bombs on a sovereign state that did not 
threaten NATO at all. It was the promotion 
of the ‘out-of-area’ doctrine – something 
that would prove very useful in later inter-
ventions in Afghanistan, Libya, and Syria. 
The 1999 bombing campaign wasn’t about 
human rights protection – it was imperial 
border-carving, birthing client states like 
Kosovo and outposts like Camp Bondsteel, 
the United States’ Balkan fortress. The Kosovo 
conflict was complex, its suffering real, 
but NATO’s illegal intervention unleashed 
chaos, war crimes like depleted uranium, 
civilian infrastructure strikes, and a signif-
icant number of ‘collateral deaths.’ It gave 
the US a blank cheque to redraw maps and 
shatter states. 

In May 2000, during a lecture at the 
George C Marshall Center marking the first 
anniversary of NATO’s intervention, I issued 
a Cassandra-like warning: that Macedonia 
– my country – would soon be drawn into 
military conflict as a result of the spillover 
effect. Nine months later, that prediction 
became reality. NATO, alongside the EU, 
imposed a logic of ethnic partition, echo-
ing the blueprint used in Bosnia. To this 
day, the Balkans suffocate under the legacy 
of NATO’s so-called ‘military humanism’ 

(to borrow Chomsky’s phrase). The EU’s 
state-building medicines did the rest. The 
entire region still resembles a powder keg. 
Ironically, in 2018, Macedonia – renamed 
North Macedonia – surrendered its con-
stitutional identity in exchange for NATO 
membership, seduced by hollow promises of 
peace, prosperity, and security. Instead, the 
country finds itself entangled in the Ukraine 
quagmire, expected to allocate up to 5% of 
its GDP to armaments, while more than a 
third of its population languishes in poverty.

NATO’s economic and social toll is cata-
strophic. Its demand for ever-higher military 
budgets – 2% of GDP, now 3.5%, or 5% – is 
a death sentence for social welfare. Hospi-
tals crumble, schools decay, and citizens are 
crushed under austerity while NATO’s war-
lords feast on our taxes. Anti-NATO circles 
rightly decry this economic vampirism, but 
their calls for budget restraint or austerity 
tweaks are band-aids on a terminal disease. 
These palliative measures leave the beast 
intact, free to drain nations dry. The real 
cure is radical: disband NATO entirely and 
embrace a multilateralism based on the UN 
Charter principle: peace by peaceful means. 
Anything less is complicity in its crimes.

Peace movements will protest the summit 
in The Hague and elsewhere, but NATO’s 
leaders, barricaded behind security cor-
dons, will sneer, as will their media lapdogs. 

NATO’s complicity in Gaza’s genocide and 
Ukraine’s catastrophe will be buried. The 
ruling class, deaf to public outcry, thrives on 
our practicality and civility. Peace activism 
must be a relentless, daily rebellion, not 
summit-pageantry. The warmongers rule 
our nations, funded by our labour and taxes, 
making this fight local, too. In my country, 
Macedonia, the Levica (Left) party demands 
the country’s withdrawal from NATO. My 
2024 presidential programme proposed a 
simple, defiant act: a letter to the US State 
Department to exit the alliance and embrace 
neutral status instead.

In a fractured, multipolar world, where 
Trump’s erratic reign has shattered order, 
NATO and the EU are fusing into a milita-
rised monolith. The EU’s ReArm initiative 
erases their boundaries. This isn’t about 
ideology; it’s about survival. Like the child in 
Andersen’s tale, we must scream the truth: 
NATO is a naked destroyer, perpetuating 
violence (physical, structural, and cultural) 
while gutting the UN system and imperilling 
global peace.

Disband it. Leave it. Choose military 
neutrality and work for a shared future for 
humanity. Nothing less will do.

No to NATO. Yes to Peace.
globetrotter  

Time to consign NATO  
to the dustbin of history

Photo: NATO – flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)
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Policing –  
an ongoing tragedy
Dear Comrade Editor,
Some police officers may wonder why 
they are generally treated with total 
distrust, if not disgust, especially by 
First Nations Australians. Police atti-
tudes and behaviour largely explain 
why. Internal investigations into fatal-
ities fail to engender much in the way 
of community confidence let alone 

reassurance. Note, not one officer 
has been convicted for the long list of 
deaths in custody in Australia.

Living in a country town in the 1970s, my 
family and I as ‘goonyas’ (Kaurna for white 
people) witnessed and even experienced 
some of the racism that existed there, par-
ticularly in the case of police behaviour. As I 
was employed on an action research project 
involving high school students, my wife and 
I became involved with many in the Aborig-
inal community. At the same time we expe-
rienced frequent encounters with the local 
police. This was often in the form of rather 
brusque requests demanding to search our 
house in case we had Aboriginal visitors or 
were ‘sheltering’ Aboriginal people. 

Besides such incidents, our children wit-
nessed some of the brutal police behaviour 
frequently directed towards Aboriginal people 
in town. When my wife and children were 
walking across the main square, my eldest 
daughter who was about 10-years-old at the 
time, saw an Aboriginal Elder lying on the 
grass, being kicked by two big burly officers. 
She immediately asked her mother, “Why did 
the policeman do that?” Often our children 

asked why the police visited our house yelling 
at us. This was possibly because our children 
had their Aboriginal friends come to play. 
One English neighbour used to dump his 
rubbish over the fence stating it was because 
we associated with ‘rubbish,’ presumably 
meaning our Aboriginal friends. The mayor 
and the editor of the local newspaper were 
well known for having racist attitudes. Little 
seems to have changed.

Recently in the very same town, a young 
Aboriginal man, the grandson of an Elder and 
close friend of our family, was approached by 
a police officer while simply sitting in his car. 
He had been followed for some unexplained 
reason. The young man who was waiting in 
front of his girlfriend’s house in his relatively 
new car, suddenly found himself in receipt 
of a $300 fine for no apparent reason. He 
provided all the requested information. This 
quiet, shy young Aboriginal man, a military 
veteran, was treated so disrespectfully by 
the police officer. The police officer told our 
friend he was a resident of Adelaide, and 
should not be in Port Augusta. Would white 
Australians be treated this way?

This situation seems to have arisen as 

a consequence of a practice of profiling. 
Repeated incidents of this nature amount to 
harassment, and could have led to this young 
Aboriginal man returning to the city, where 
to the devastation of his family he suddenly 
chose to end his life. Now, inexplicably, the 
same police are most insensitively pursuing 
if not harassing his girlfriend for some sort 
of a statement, all of which is causing further 
distress to the families involved.

One of the Closing the Gap targets 
involves reducing suicide rates by at least 
15% by 2031. According to Professor Pat 
Dudgeon, a Bardi woman from the Kimber-
ley region of Western Australia, Indigenous 
social and emotional well-being encompasses 
“mind, body spirit and connection to country, 
kinship, community and culture.” Professor 
Dudgeon sees Indigenous suicide as a global 
concern that Australia shares with the United 
States, Canada, New Zealand, and other 
nations, a tragic situation clearly linked to 
the “impacts of colonisation.”

B and R Hall

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Book Review
Fight: Inside the Wildest Battle for the White House

by Jonathan Allen and Amie Parnes
Reviewer: Graham Holton

Fight: Inside the Wildest Battle for the 
White House analyses the 2024 United 
States presidential election, examining 
Joe Biden’s disastrous bid for re-election, 
and the rushed bid for Kamala Harris 
as the Democratic nominee. Jonathan 
Allen writes a weekly political column 
for Roll Call. Amie Parnes is a senior 
correspondent for The Hill. The authors 
provide a fascinating blow-by-blow of the 
workings behind the Democratic Party’s 
campaign, providing backstage insight 
into what went so incredibly wrong lead-
ing up to the election, revealing how US 
politics actually works – or fails.

In June 2024, the infamous debate between 
Biden and Trump showed the world how poor 
Biden’s health was. He fumbled to put words 
together, producing incoherent and nonsensical 

sentences like “We finally beat Medicare!” It 
was a gift for Trump, who responded “Well, 
he’s right-he did beat Medicaid. He beat it to 
death.” Trump had falsely claimed that Bid-
en’s policies were destroying Social Security. 
For Biden’s election support team, the night 
was an unmitigated disaster. Biden had been 
overtrained in learning his scripted answers. 
He got confused. A cold and the gruelling pace 
of criss-crossing the US for the campaign had 
left Biden low on energy.  Voters would not 
forget that night.

In spite of his claims that he had delivered 
economic prosperity, Biden’s obvious cognitive 
lapses on camera did not help secure voter loy-
alty. When advised that he should step down, 
Biden’s wife Jill wanted her husband to continue. 
They had gotten used to the rich trappings of 
the presidency. Biden refused to hand over the 
reins to Harris. Finally, when he was forced to 
step down, he continued to undermine her, 

kneecapping Harris’s efforts to be elected. As 
a result the Democrats struggled to sell Harris 
to the voters. Biden tore his party apart as he 
desperately clung to power. 

The result was that Trump increased his 
share of the electorate across the majority of 
demographics. The final voting tally showed 
Trump had beaten Harris by 2.3 million ballots, 
ending up with 49.7 per cent of the vote. On 19 
January, Trump became president, thanking 
his MAGA supporters.

Although it is an interesting disclosure of 
how the Democratic Party got it so wrong, this 
book provides little insight into the victorious 
Republican campaign. There are only brief ref-
erences to Elon Musk, who played an important 
role for Trump. Joe Rogan disputes some of 
the accounts of the Harris campaign. Anyone 
wanting an exposé of the Trump campaign will 
need to look elsewhere, but this book provides 
insights into one side of the US gerontocracy.  
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Rita Di Santo 

The enduring situation in Gaza has led to the era-
sure of its population, culture, and identity. In this 
context, it is crucial to highlight the films emerging 
from this region, as they serve as powerful expres-
sions of resilience and cultural heritage.

One such film, Once Upon a Time in Gaza, garnered 
international attention at the Cannes Film Festival in the 
Un Certain Regard category. Its remarkable storytelling 
and direction earned it the Best Directing Award, marking 
a significant achievement for Palestinian cinema.

The film, reminiscent of a Western, is the work of Pal-
estinian directors Tarzan and Arab Nasser (aka Ahmed and 
Mohamed Abunasser). Born in the Gaza Strip in 1988, the 
twin brothers attempt to portray their homeland with humour 
and subtle social commentary. Their stories typically focus 
on everyday people living in Gaza. 

The film adopts a vintage 1960s Spaghetti Western style, 
drawing titular inspiration from Sergio Leone’s Once Upon 
a Time in the West and Tarantino’s Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood.

The story unfolds in Gaza in 2007, focusing on Yahya, 
a student who forms an unlikely friendship with Osama, 
a charismatic restaurant owner and small-time criminal 
with a good heart. Together, they venture into the world 
of drug sales, specifically dealing in painkillers prescribed 
by Osama’s doctor. They ingeniously hide the pills inside 
falafel sandwiches for sale. 

Then, the narrative jumps two years ahead, shifting 
focus as a traumatised Yahya is approached by a film direc-
tor. Yahya resembles a militant – whose funeral is shown 

at the beginning of the movie – and he is cast to play him 
in an action film sponsored by Gaza’s Ministry of Culture. 
Yahya finds himself on a set where real weapons are used.

The concept of a film-within-a-film explores the rela-
tionship between cinema and reality, implying that fiction 
can serve as a form of resistance. Themes of resistance and 
martyrdom are central to Palestinian culture.

The film consistently references the struggle against 
Israel, from the drones circling overhead to a humorous 
scene where an actor playing an Israeli officer in a promo-
tional video refuses to step on a Palestinian flag.

Near the end, flashbacks reveal brighter days when 
Osama and Yahya first met.

Through its narrative, the film illustrates the daily real-
ities faced by the people of Gaza, emphasising their resil-
ience and endurance, “living inside a prison sealed from 
every direction.”

The film opens with a plain black screen, and Donald 
Trump’s voice-over introducing his wild plan to turn Gaza 
into “the Riviera of the Middle East.”

Its powerful narrative underscores the remarkable 
resilience of Gaza’s residents, suggesting that the dream 
of the Riviera of the Middle East could truly evolve into an 
inspiring reality, but shaped by the very individuals who 
call this place home. The film’s message resonates deeply, 
highlighting the strength and hope of a community often 
overlooked in broader narratives.

What makes this movie remarkable is its capacity to 
allow the people of Gaza and their environment to tell their 
own stories in an engaging way.
Morning Star  

Film Review
Once Upon A Time In Gaza

Majd Eid and Nader Abd Alhay in Once Upon a Time in Gaza.

Living inside a 
prison sealed 
from every 
direction

Gaming: Helldivers 2
Shen Yi

Mutual support in the virtual 
world, consensus-building 
in digital spaces – recently, a 
global cooperative campaign 
in the popular video game 
Helldivers 2 has drawn pub-
lic attention. 

Players from different countries 
and cultural backgrounds, without 
official coordination or any institu-
tional framework, spontaneously 
formed a collaborative system to 
jointly defend a virtual Chinese 
city – “Equality-On-Sea,” roughly 
equivalent to modern-day Shanghai. 
This event not only demonstrates 
the unique emotional appeal of 
gaming culture, but also reflects 
the potential of cross-cultural 
communication in the digital age. 
It provides a compelling real-world 
footnote for the idea of building a 
community with a shared future 
in cyberspace.

In this game, players faced a 
common external threat and had to 
protect at least one of seven virtual 
megacities worldwide in order to 
turn the tide of battle. Apparently, 

the developers originally intended 
for all six cities – including “York 
Supreme” (virtual New York) and 
“Equality-On-Sea” – to fall, which 
would then trigger a scripted 
counterattack from the seventh city.

Unhappy with the predeter-
mined storyline, a massive number 
of players organised themselves 
effectively – players around the 
globe coordinated across time 
zones, divided responsibilities and 
formed a tacit joint defense system. 
US players even strategically 
abandoned the defense of “York 
Supreme” to support Chinese play-
ers in defending “Equality-On-Sea.” 
With unexpected enthusiasm, they 
overcame negative in-game mod-
ifiers imposed by the system and 
ultimately succeeded in defending 
“Equality-On-Sea.” It was more 
than a win within a game – it was 
a real example of global digital 
cooperation. 

The significance of this stirring 
“cyber defence battle” goes beyond 
the game itself. It has broken 
through the confines of the inter-
net to become a microcosm and a 
symbol of the shared aspirations 

of the world today. It reminds us 
that no country can face global 
challenges alone, and that people 
from different cultures still yearn 
for communication and are willing 
to collaborate in practice – even if, 
for now, it’s only within the virtual 
landscapes of a video game. 

In a sense, this event vividly 
illustrates the concept of building 
a community with a shared future 
in cyberspace. The transnational 
cooperation and cultural fusion 
that emerged in the defence of 
“Equality-On-Sea” validate the fea-
sibility and vitality of this concept 
on today’s digital platforms.

Of course, reason tells us that 
such cases remain rare. In the real 
world, digital divides, cybersecu-
rity threats, platform monopolies 
and cultural barriers still pose 
significant challenges to building 
a community with a shared future. 

On a micro level, misunder-
standings due to language barriers 
and cultural differences persist; on 
a macro level, the shadow of hegem-
onic power – far stronger than any 
scripted force in a video game – still 
looms over digital space. Instead 

of facilitating communication and 
collaboration, certain countries’ 
strategies are increasingly geared 
toward dividing and isolating West-
ern and non-Western populations. 
This trend runs counter to the 
original vision of an open, equal 
and shared cyberspace. 

To transform the vision of a 
community with a shared future 
in cyberspace into an institutional 
reality, concerted efforts are needed 
on multiple fronts. First, strength-
ening multilateral mechanisms for 
global internet governance and 
opposing digital hegemony and rule 
monopolisation. Second, building 
an open and inclusive digital culture 
that encourages people-to-people 
exchanges in gaming, social media, 
education and beyond. Third, rec-
ognising the critical role of youth 
in the digital sphere and guiding 
them – through education and 
institutional support – to become 
builders and communicators of 
online peace and civility.

Interactions in virtual spaces 
should no longer be dismissed 
as mere entertainment. They are 
increasingly revealing their strategic 

potential to reshape international 
relations on a deeper level. The 
internet connects not just data, but 
hearts. A rational, inclusive and 
cooperative digital environment 
is essential as the foundation for 
promoting global understanding, 
building mutual trust, and preserv-
ing peace and stability.

Despite various challenges, 
there is reason for cautious opti-
mism: building a community with 
a shared future in cyberspace is not 
an unattainable dream. It requires 
both visionary ideas and concrete 
actions. Starting from collabora-
tive moments like the defence of 
“Equality-On-Sea,” we have every 
reason to believe that the seeds of 
friendship sown in digital spaces 
will one day blossom into real-
world peace and cooperation. In 
the future, international collabo-
ration will not only take place in 
diplomatic halls or trade negotia-
tions – but also in broader “virtual 
arenas,” where new consensus and 
strength can be forged.
Global Times  
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Manolo De Los Santos

Cuba is once again facing a severe, 
multi-faceted crisis, not due to hur-
ricanes but from the relentless and 
suffocating pressure exerted by its 
powerful neighbour to the north. 
This is a recurring story of a people 
striving for independence under an 
unyielding siege and blockade. The 
US government has been enforcing 
ever greater barriers that threaten 
the very survival of the Cuban people.

The latest expression of this crisis came 
on 30 May with an announcement from 
ETECSA, Cuba’s state-owned telecommu-
nications company, regarding a significant 
rate hike for mobile data. While seemingly 
minor to outsiders, for Cubans, it ignited a 
major criticism. The new rates, particularly 
for additional data, are high in comparison to 
the average salary. An extra 3 GB now costs 
3,360 Cuban pesos, nearly ten times the 
price of the monthly 6 GB plan. This came 
as a shock to the vast majority of Cuba’s 8 
million mobile phone users, many of whom 
rely on internet access for education, work, 
and to connect with family abroad. This 
ETECSA announcement underscores the 
immense strain under which Cuba attempts 
to meet the basic needs of its people under 
the US blockade.

TIGHTENING THE 
BLOCKADE

The island’s economy, already reeling 
from the pandemic’s devastating blow to 
tourism and the six-decade blockade, has 
been further squeezed since Trump first 
took office. The 243 sanctions imposed by 
Trump during 2017–2021 remain in place. 
President Biden, campaigned on promises 
of change, but kept them.

In 2017, the US accused Cuba of “sonic 
attacks” on its embassy. The claim was later 
proven false, yet it served its purpose: it 
was a pretext for Trump to freeze relations, 
collapse tourism, and close the door to over 
600,000 annual US visitors. Then came the 
shutdown of Western Union in 2020, dis-
rupting vital remittances.

The economic devastation since then 
has been profound. Cuba’s GDP shrank by 
a staggering 15% in 2019 and an additional 
11% in 2020. Imagine a country unable to 
purchase basic necessities due to banking 
restrictions, its public services and industries 
crippled. When COVID-19 hit in 2020, Cuba’s 
robust public healthcare system, a point of 
national pride, found itself under immense 
pressure. Its only oxygen plant, critical for 
treating patients, became non-operational 
because it couldn’t import spare parts due 
to the blockade. Thousands of Cubans 
struggled to breathe. Washington refused 
to make exceptions.

CUBA’S RESPONSE
Trump’s final act in office, listing Cuba 

as a state sponsor of terrorism in January 
2021, was a devastating blow. This desig-
nation makes it nearly impossible for Cuba 
to engage in normal financial transactions, 
cutting off vital trade. In the first 14 months 
of the Biden administration, the Cuban econ-
omy lost an estimated USD 6.35 billion due 
to the continued Trump sanctions, preventing 
crucial investments in its ageing energy grid 
and the purchase of food and medicine. The 
Cuban peso plummeted, devaluing already 
low public sector wages. While the ration-
ing system provides a subsistence diet, this 
level of deprivation hasn’t been felt since the 
‘Special Period’ of the 1990s following the 
collapse of the Soviet Union.

The Cuban government has had to adapt. 
In 2020, it began to rely more heavily on the 
private sector as a new source of employment 
and an importer of basic goods – a pragmatic 
step born of necessity. Over 8,000 small- and 
medium-sized businesses have registered 
since 2021, and in 2023, the private sector 

was on track to import $1 billion in goods. 
While this rise of the private sector has 
boosted the import of some supplies, it has 
also introduced new challenges for Cuba’s 
socialist project.

President Miguel Díaz-Canel has con-
sistently emphasised the government’s 
commitment to providing essential services 
while acknowledging the need for change due 
to the current scenario of an ever-tightened 
blockade. He defines Cuba’s socialist project 
of social justice not merely as welfare, but as 
a fair distribution of income where those who 
earn more contribute more, and those who 
cannot are supported. This is the tightrope 
the Revolution walks: balancing economic 
realities with its foundational principles. 
The leadership insists on safeguarding the 
socialist project and guaranteeing essential 
services while resisting calls for major pri-
vatisation efforts.

The pandemic, which decimated tourism, 
Cuba’s leading industry, further exacerbated 
the crisis. Despite dwindling access to hard 
foreign currency, the government spent 
hundreds of millions of dollars on medical 
supplies and continued to guarantee sal-
aries, food, electricity, and water, adding 
$2.4 billion to its debt to cover basic needs.

SIX DECADES OF US 
REGIME CHANGE 

ATTEMPTS
The ultimate obstacle to Cuba’s efforts to 

meet the basic needs of its people is the open 
and unrelenting antagonism of the United 
States. The US government’s objective from 
day one of the Cuban Revolution has been 
regime change, achieved by manufactur-
ing worsening conditions and sponsoring 
internal subversion. While the blockade has 
always hindered Cuba’s development, for 
the first three decades, Soviet support and a 
favourable environment in the Third World 
offset much of its impact. The 1990s, which 
became known as the ‘Special Period,’ were a 
crisis of immense proportions, as Cuba had 
to face the might of the US blockade on its 
own, yet the era forced innovative responses 
that allowed Cuba to survive.

The current moment is different. The 
cumulative effects of Trump’s sanctions, the 
pandemic, the global economic downturn, 

Biden’s inaction, and the return of Trump 
with a vindictive Marco Rubio as Secretary 
of State have created a perfect storm. Lester 
Mallory’s infamous memorandum from 1960, 
which explicitly stated that the blockade’s 
aim was to cause internal rebellion through 
hunger and desperation, has found a new, 
more sophisticated application. This strategy 
is forcing the Cuban state to adopt measures 
that might be contrary to its project but are 
critical for its survival in a period of great 
hostility.

State-owned enterprises, the bedrock 
of Cuba’s socialist economy, are crumbling 
under the inability to fund much-needed 
maintenance or generate enough foreign 
currency reserves, due to the blockade.

ETECSA, heavily sanctioned by the 
US, has been left with few to no options to 
renovate its entire internal infrastructure 
besides raising its rates for the first time in 
years. From its servers to radio base stations, 
all require imported technology. The state, 
historically capable of subsidising everything 
from education and health to transportation 
and food, is being forced to reduce, adapt, 
and in some cases, relinquish its ability to 
meet all needs at once. Garbage collection, 
water services, and most critically, electric-
ity, face such severe challenges that their 
dysfunction breeds not only frustration but 
a growing disbelief in the state’s capacity to 
solve these problems.

In sixty years of relentless economic 
warfare, the US has failed to overthrow 
the Cuban state outright. Now Trump and 
Rubio, are further tightening the noose on 
the Cuban state’s ability to meet the people’s 
needs. Whatever measures Cuba takes at 
this moment are not signs of weakness or 
surrender, but a direct consequence of the 
crisis forced upon it by the blockade.

The people’s responses to this crisis have 
been varied. Since July 2021, protests, often 
small and isolated, have become a normal 
occurrence across the island, and Cubans 
overall have become more vocal in their 
criticisms and demands of the Cuban state. 
In response to the ETECSA price increase, 
Cubans across diverse sectors of society 
have voiced criticism. Among them are 
students and chapters of the Federation of 
University Students (FEU) across campuses, 
which, since the announcement, have not 

only criticised but also led direct negotia-
tions with the Cuban state and ETECSA to 
find solutions. Nonetheless, like clockwork, 
anti-Cuban voices in the US have tried to 
exploit this crisis to manipulate the students’ 
criticisms into attempts to overthrow the 
Cuban Revolution.

Roberto Morales, a high-ranking leader 
of the Communist Party, condemned the 
“media manipulations and opportunistic 
distortions” that “enemies of the Revolution 
have attempted to impose.” While legitimate 
critiques by the people are understandable 
and an important aspect of life in Cuba, he 
argues that they must be viewed within the 
larger context of a nation under siege. The 
objective of Trump and Rubio, as it always 
has been for the anti-Cuban elements in 
Miami, Morales declares, has been ‘to sow 
chaos, promote violence, and shatter the 
peace of our homeland’.

HUMAN TOLL OF  
THE BLOCKADE

An even bigger response to this crisis, 
however, has been the largest wave of 
migration in Cuban history. Nearly 425,000 
Cubans migrated to the US in 2022 and 
2023, representing over 4% of the popula-
tion. Thousands more have gone to Spain, 
Mexico, Brazil, and other countries. Cuba’s 
population has fallen below 10 million for 
the first time since the early 1980s, losing 
13% of its inhabitants since its peak in 2012. 

This is the stark reality for Cuba: a coun-
try besieged, its people enduring great hard-
ship, and its government adapting in ways 
that are both necessary and challenging for 
survival. The challenges are immense, and 
the sacrifices of its people are profound to 
sustain the gains of its revolution.

The Cuban people need more than our 
sympathy; they need our active, unwavering 
solidarity.
Globetrotter (edited for space)
The Communist Party of Australia encourages 
all members and supporters to support the 
Cuban Revolution by joining/supporting the 
Australia-Cuba Friendship Society in their 
state, and by supporting the Southern Cross 
Brigades.  

Cuba: Trump and Rubio  
tighten the noose

May Day 2025, Havava Cuba, including CPA member from Perth, Richard Titelius wrapped in CPA flag.
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Atul Chandra

By November 2025, Kerala is set to become 
India’s first state to entirely eradicate extreme 
poverty. This achievement is not merely a sta-
tistical triumph but a testament to decades of 
socialist-inspired policies prioritising equita-
ble development, grassroots democracy, and 
human dignity. Kerala’s journey offers insights 
into how systemic, community-driven strat-
egies can uplift millions from deprivation, 
proving that poverty is a political choice, and 
not an inevitable reality.

Kerala’s groundbreaking strides in poverty erad-
ication underscore what becomes possible when 
governments choose welfare over warfare, social 
investment over military expenditure.

Kerala’s success is rooted in its meticulous par-
ticipatory approach to identifying and addressing 
poverty. Launched in May 2021, the Extreme Poverty 
Eradication Project (EPEP) set a global benchmark for 
precision. The initiative began with the nomination of 
118,309 poor households from local wards, followed 
by a rigorous four-stage verification process: scrutiny 
by Local Self-Government (LSG) sub-committees, 
face-to-face interviews, validation by Grama Sabhas 
(ward assemblies), and a 20% audit to ensure accu-
racy. The survey focused on four indicators – lack 
of food, income, shelter, and healthcare – excluding 
families already covered by existing welfare schemes 
to avoid duplication.

The final tally revealed 64,006 families living in 
extreme poverty, with 81% residing in rural areas. 
Health crises affected over 40,000 families, food 
insecurity plagued 34,523 households, and 15,091 
lacked adequate shelter. These numbers guided the 
creation of tailored micro-level plans for each house-
hold, blending immediate relief (food kits, emergency 
healthcare) with short-term support (temporary 
housing, employment aid) and long-term solutions 
(skills training, permanent housing). Families facing 
medical emergencies received free treatment through 
Kerala’s revitalised public hospitals, while others 
gained access to self-employment opportunities via 
cooperatives.

Kerala’s anti-poverty framework is rooted in a 
sustained history of structural reforms led by the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) and the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF). These reforms have con-
tributed to a dramatic decline in poverty in the state 
from 59.79% in the 1970s to just 11.03% by 2011. This 
transformation was made possible through a combi-
nation of policy innovations that reshaped land rela-
tions, governance, welfare delivery, and gender roles.

Land reforms dismantled entrenched feudal hier-
archies by granting land ownership rights to tenant 
farmers, imposing ceilings on landholdings, and redis-
tributing surplus land to landless agricultural workers. 
These measures undermined the traditional dominance 
of upper-caste landlords, significantly improved living 
standards in rural areas, and enhanced the bargaining 
power of the peasantry and agricultural labourers.

By devolving substantial financial and administra-
tive authority to LSGs, the state enabled Panchayats to 
design and implement welfare programmes attuned 
to local realities. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
this structure proved crucial as community kitchens 
were swiftly established and volunteers helped deliver 
meals to those in need. 

Kerala’s 96.2% literacy rate is the outcome of dec-
ades of investment in universal education, vocational 
training, and public schooling, contributing to a more 
informed, skilled, and healthy workforce.

Women’s empowerment has been central to Ker-
ala’s development model, particularly through the 
Kudumbashree programme. Through a synergy of 
microfinance, entrepreneurship, collective farming, 
and local governance, the programme has enabled 
hundreds of thousands of women to secure livelihoods 
and challenge patriarchal social structures.

Complementing these efforts are robust social 
security schemes aimed at safeguarding vulnerable 
populations. Initiatives such as Agathi Rahitha Keralam 
provide a comprehensive safety net, offering pensions 
for the elderly, disability allowances, and scholarships 
for children from marginalised communities. These 
programmes reflect Kerala’s commitment to building 
a welfare state that prioritises inclusion, dignity, and 
social protection.
Globetrotter (edited for space)  

United States: The US has once again vetoed a United 
Nations Security Council draft resolution on Gaza. The most 
recent resolution, introduced by a coalition of 10 non-perma-
nent members, demanded both a permanent ceasefire and the 
removal of restrictions on aid. The US Ambassador claimed 
the draft resolution would “undermine diplomatic efforts.” All 14 
other members of the Security Council voted in favour. 

EU: The European Commission has granted permission for 
up to €335 billion (AUD$587 billion) to be redirected from 
the Resilience and Recovery Facility (RRF) – established to 
aid economic recovery following the COVID-19 pandemic – 
towards military projects. The RRF began as a fund of €650 
billion which could be provided as loans and grants for pro-
jects including climate change action, digitalisation, and other 
‘growth-friendly’ reforms. EU countries have until 2026 to meet 
agreed targets in order to secure funding from the remaining 
€335 billion. The EU has listed “feasible” options for countries 
to secure the funds, including injecting capital into national 
promotional banks or transferring them to the EU’s investment 
program, InvestEU. For the first time, military projects are also 
eligible for RRF funding, reflecting the growing push for milita-
risation primarily targeted towards Russia. 

South Korea: Lee Jae-myung of the Democratic Party has 
been elected president, defeating his opponent Kim Moon-soo 
of the conservative People Power Party. Lee has identified 
economic concerns under the USA’s tariffs and rising tensions 
with North Korea as key areas that his government will seek 
to address. Lee’s election follows the impeachment of for-
mer president Yoon Suk Yeol after his disastrous attempt to 
impose martial law. While having seemingly moved to a cen-
trist position in his election campaign, Lee’s more progressive 
past has raised concern among talking heads in the US and 
Japan about whether South Korea will maintain its commit-
ments to military expansion in the Pacific. 

Poland: Right-wing historian Karol Nawrocki has won the 
election to become the new Polish president. Though he 
campaigned as an independent candidate, his candida-
cy was announced and supported by the far-right Law and 
Justice Party. This party leads the United Right coalition with-
in Poland and is a member of the European Conservatives 
and Reformists Party on the EU level. Former prime min-
ister of Poland and member of the Law and Justice Party 
Mateusz Morawiecki replaced Giorgia Meloni as leader of 
the European Conservatives and Reformists Party earlier 
this year. Nawrocki, openly supported by Trump, is expect-
ed to deliver corporate deregulation, environmental protection 
cuts, attacks on immigrant and LGBTQ+ rights, and attacks on 
unions. Neither Nawrocki nor his main opponent, the pro-NA-
TO Trzaskowski, represented the interests of Polish workers. 
Instead, Polish workers will pay for Nawrocki’s tax cuts for 
the wealthy and the aggressive military buildup supported by 
Nawrocki, Trzaskowski, and the EU. 

Colombia: Senator Miguel Uribe Turbay was shot while giv-
ing a speech in Bogota, leaving the grandson of former 
president Julio César Turbay Ayala reportedly in critical con-
dition. Turbay is a member of the conservative opposition 
party Democratic Centre and a presidential candidate for the 
upcoming 2026 elections. His grandfather wielded the full 
might of the Colombian military through arbitrary detention 
and torture against guerrillas, trade unionists, intellectuals, 
and communists considered enemies of his government, while 
allying himself with US presidents Carter and Reagan and 
UK prime minister Thatcher. Current president of Colombia 
Gustavo Petro, whose 2022 electoral victory was part of the 
second wave of Latin America’s social-democratic pink tide, 
was a member of the 19th of April Movement and the later 
M-19 Democratic Alliance which President Turbay fought 
against. US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has blamed the 
assassination attempt on “violent leftist rhetoric coming from 
the highest levels of the Colombian government.” 

Global Briefs
Communist-led 

Kerala eradicating 
extreme poverty
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Peter Farmer

According to Korean media 
site Hani Koreh, Korean 
men in their 20s and 30s are 
showing a definite trend of 
leaning conservative. 60% to 
70% of men in their 20s and 
30s who voted cast their bal-
lot for People Power Party 
candidate Kim Moon-soo or 
Reform Party candidate Lee 
Jun-seok.

Only 24% of the same group 
backed Democratic Party candidate 
Lee Jae-myung.

It’s a definite shift from the 
2022 election. 

“While there will need to be 

further analysis of concrete data 
in terms of things like the break-
down of voting rates among people 
in their 20s and 30s based on 
gender and age, we also need to 
look closely to see where this isn’t 
becoming a situation like in the US 
and Germany, where young males 
are manifesting as a far-right polit-
ical force,” said Shin Kyung-ah, a 
professor of sociology at Hallym 
University.

Findings from an earlier “2025-
26 voter panel survey” conducted 
by the Hankyoreh in conjunction 
with the Korean Association of 
Party Studies and the opinion 
polling organisation STI showed 
that when respondents were asked 

whether there were “occasions 
when dictatorship is preferable to 
democracy,” high rates of positive 
response were observed among 
Reform Party supporters (27%), 
PPP supporters (23.6%), and people 
in their 20s (19.6%).

Capitalism is not delivering for 
a lot of Korean men. A researcher at 
the Seoul National University Insti-
tute for Gender Research told Hani 
Koreh that men in the 20s and 30s 
often express a ‘dirt spoon’ attitude, 
meaning they don’t believe upward 
mobility is possible, “and there is 
a fairly strong defeatist mentality 
where people believe the structures 
can’t be changed no matter how 
hard you try.”  

Young Korean men  
move to the right
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Mark Gruenberg

The Donald Trump-GOP “big beauti-
ful” money bill, which an academic 
study reveals could kill 51,000 people 
unnecessarily each year by 2034, faces 
rising opposition. Planned coast-to-
coast demonstrations against it are 
only the beginning.

Analysts believe that it is increasingly 
possible the bill can be defeated the way 
Obamacare was saved by popular pressure 
during Trump’s first administration. 

Citizens, horrified by the healthcare 
cuts, are turning out at town halls and any-
where else they can find their Republican 
representatives to express opposition to the 
destruction of Medicaid and the disastrous 
effects it will have on healthcare delivery. 
Fearing their prospects of re-election, some 
of the Republicans in the House are finding 
ways to back out of voting for the Bill when 
the time comes.

Conspiracy theorist and Trump supporter, 
Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
is among that group. She admitted to not 
having read some of the bill before she voted 
for it, and says she will not vote for it when 
it returns to the House if an AI provision in 
the bill is not removed.

The bill says that the states will have no 
power to regulate AI for ten years. Green says 
she “did not know” that was in the bill but 
would have voted against it had she known 
because “it violates states’ rights.” She made 
no mention of any concern about  health care.

Three or four Republican senators – 
Alaskan Lisa Murkowski, Maine’s Susan 
Collins, Wisconsin’s Ron Johnson, and 
Missouri’s Josh Hawley – are on the fence. 
Collins, who has a key role to play as chair 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee, 
which helps dole out federal cash, thinks it 
cuts too much, especially from Medicaid, as 
does Murokowski.

The other two senators think it cuts too 
little, even though the House-passed version 
of the measure, called a “reconciliation” bill, 
slams Medicaid with a$715 billion eight-to-
ten-year cut. That, plus $135 billion in other 
health care cuts, would help “pay” for Trump’s 
new $4.5 trillion tax cut for corporations and 
the 1%. Another $2.5 trillion would come 
from Trump’s high tariffs.

The Republican lawmakers backing the 
bill favour no cuts in the $1 trillion-plus 
military budget.

One other Republican, Kentucky’s Ron 
Paul, has already said he’ll vote “no” because 
the measure adds $2.5 trillion over 10 years 
to the national debt, it drives the federal 
deficit up, and  includes an increase in the 
US debt limit. The debt limit covers interest 
on past borrowing.

Opposing the bill is now one of two cen-
terpieces for 1,400-and-counting nationwide 
demonstrations nationwide, “No Kings Day.” 
The other, of course, is a barrage of actions 
in opposition to Trump’s tyrannical rule and 
trashing of the US Constitution. 

The 14 June protests will hit the nation 
from coast to coast except for D.C. itself. 
There, Trump plans to glorify himself with a 
massive parade down Pennsylvania Avenue, 
complete with tanks and troops. 

A raft of organisations have gotten behind 
the No Kings Day protests, with Indivisible, 
the Progressive Democrats of America, and 
the Working Families Party in the lead. 

Trump’s tanks are “a spectacle meant 
to look like strength,” No Kings Day organ-
isers say. 

“Instead of allowing this birthday parade 
to be the center of gravity, we will make action 
everywhere else the story that day: People 
coming together in communities across the 
country to reject strongman politics and 
corruption.

“For that reason, NO KINGS is not host-
ing an event in Washington, D.C. We will 
instead have a major flagship march and 
rally in Philadelphia to draw a clear contrast 
between our people-powered movement 

and the costly, wasteful, and un-American 
birthday parade in Washington.”

NOT JUST BAD POLICY, 
BUT IMMORAL

A study by health care professors at 
Yale and the University of Pennsylvania has 
revealed the Medicaid cuts would lead to 
51,000 unnecessary deaths yearly by 2034, 
through denial of care.

The Medicaid cuts – and the deaths the 
researchers say they’d produce – are impor-
tant. That’s because, as Bernie Sanders points 
out, that spending cut would help fund the 
Trump-GOP’s 10-year $4.5 trillion tax cut 
for corporations and the 1%.

Sanders called the bill not just immoral, 
but “a death sentence for struggling 
Americans.”

“If this bill becomes law, more than 
51,000 Americans will die unnecessarily each 
and every year. That’s not Bernie Sanders 
talking. That is precisely what experts at Yale 
and the University of Pennsylvania found. 

“You throw 13.7 million Americans off 
health care as they [the Republicans] have. 
You increase the cost of prescription drugs 
for low-income seniors, and you make nurs-
ing homes throughout America less safe,” he 
said, citing the non-partisan Congressional 
Budget Office’s calculations.

The result, Sanders declared, is “not 
only will some of the most vulnerable people 
throughout our country suffer, but tens of 
thousands will die. We cannot allow that 
to happen.”

Senator Wyden added that “Taking away 
health insurance and benefits like home care 
and mental health care from seniors, people 
with disabilities, kids, and working families 
will be deadly. This analysis shows the dire 
consequences of moving ahead with this 
morally bankrupt effort.”

Most of the Senate’s ruling Republicans 
pooh-pooh such projections. Over in the 
House  Republicans rejected similar warnings, 
and the reconciliation bill squeaked through 
215-214 in late May. It needs 51 “yes” votes 
to pass the Senate. The GOP holds 53 of the 
Senate’s 100 seats, and Trump is lobbying 
hard to keep the bill unchanged.

That narrow margin magnifies the impor-
tance of the reluctant four Republicans, plus 

Paul. If four of those five oppose the legis-
lation – and they’re going to be targets for 
lobbying by foes on one side and Trump on 
the other – it goes down the drain.

If only three vote “no,” Vice President, 
JD Vance, can cast the tie-breaking vote to 
approve the reconciliation measure.

The researchers said that 7.7 million 
people would lose Medicaid money or 
Affordable Care Act marketplace coverage 
in 2034 as a result of the Medicaid budget 
cut. That loss, including loss of prescription 
drug subsidies, would kill 11,300 people, 
they calculated, using past mortality data.

Another “1.38 million dual-eligible bene-
ficiaries lose Medicaid coverage from disen-
rollment in the Medicare Savings Programs,” 
the researchers reported. All the loss figures 
come from the non-partisan Congressional 
Budget Office.

DISENROLLMENT ALONE 
KILLS 18,200

The disenrollment, the researchers said, 
would kill another 18,200 people yearly. 

The reconciliation bill “immediately 
rescinds” federal safe-staffing standards in 
hospitals and nursing homes. The standards 
were introduced in 2024 after long lobbying 
led by National Nurses United (NNU) and 
other unions – such as AFSCME and the 
Teachers/AFT – who represent  nursing 
home workers. 

Since Medicaid and Medicare fund 
around 50% of all nursing home costs, Med-
icaid rules on safe staffing carry big weight 
in the homes’ profits. Those profits increas-
ingly go to nursing home CEOs, for-profit 
health care chains, or venture capitalists, 
now snapping up nursing homes at high 
rates. Fewer nurses tending patients equals 
higher profits. 

The study estimated 13,000 more Medic-
aid patients would die yearly if safe-staffing 
standards are repealed. Another provision 
in reconciliation would end Medicaid cover-
age for thousands of patients, but still leave 
them with Medicare – which doesn’t cover 
everything.

“The proposed bill fails to extend the 
enhanced ACA premium tax credits,” the 
researchers reported. That would “lead to 
the loss of insurance for another five million 

people, bringing the total number of unin-
sured individuals to 13.7 million. We calcu-
late this retraction will cause an additional 
8,811 deaths.”

Safe staffing in nursing homes and hos-
pitals has been a top National Nurses United 
issue for years. A landmark California law 
setting specific safe staffing levels by type 
of care – nurses per patient in an intensive 
care unit or a nursing home floor, etc. – was 
enacted 20 years ago. Unions are still fighting 
for it, state by state and nationally. 

The federal Veterans Affairs Department 
is the largest hospital system in the USA, so 
safe staffing is important there too. NNU 
represents the VA’s registered nurses.

“The science of ratios has demonstrated 
these” safe staffing “measures improve 
patient outcomes, and nurses from across 
the country who’ve worked in California say 
the ratio limits have a dramatic impact on 
their working conditions,” the union says.

National Nurses United showed up on 
No Kings Day, with a 6 June rally in D.C., 
with veterans groups and lawmakers, for 
safe staffing and against the health care cuts 
Sanders and Wyden denounce. 

Military veterans, who denounce the 
bill because of huge Trump cuts in Veterans 
Affairs Department funding and personnel 
were there too. 

NNU and the Teachers/AFT, AFT locals 
among Chicago community college professors 
and in New Haven, Conn., and Albuquerque, 
N.M., are among the unions officially backing 
the No Kings Day marches. Other backers 
include the Government Employees, the 
Treasury Employees, the Workers Circle, the 
Federal Unionists Network – an organisation 
mostly of workers Trump fired – Black Lives 
Matter, Color of Change, 50501, and peace, 
pro-Palestinian, and progressive groups of 
all stripes.

“In the wealthiest country in the world, 
we should be guaranteeing health care to all 
as a human right, not taking health care away 
from millions of seniors and working families 
to pay for tax breaks for billionaires,” Sanders 
concluded. He pledged to use his committee 
post to do “everything that I can to see this 
disastrous [reconciliation] bill is defeated.”
People’s world  

Trump’s big bad bill  
could kill 51,000
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Graham Holton

The UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) held its first Climate Week 
in Panamá City, Panamá, 19-23 May. The solu-
tions to the climate crisis presented were 
predominantly market-based. Juan Navarro, 
Minister of Environment said “Climate Week 
will be where policy meets investment to cre-
ate an impact on the real economy.” On the 
closing day, UN Climate Change Deputy Exec-
utive Secretary, Noura Hamladji, summed up: 
“This Forum has served as much more than 
a venue just for discussion – it has been a 
springboard for solutions to climate action.” 

These discussions revealed that for policies to be 
successfully carried out there is a greater need for 
collaboration between governments, business inves-
tors, city and state leaders, Indigenous peoples, and 
civil society. Navarro called for every country to take, 
“immediate, concrete actions to stop this devastat-
ing crisis, so that Belém may be a celebration of the 
great global climate consensus and of our unlimited 
possibilities as a planet and as a species.” COP 30 
(Conference of the Parties, the decision-making body 
for the UN Convention of climate change) will be held 
in Belém, Brazil in November.

For a market-based solution there is great poten-
tial if finance, technology, and carbon markets are 
united in their climate goals. For this to happen, all 
developing countries need access to funds for financial 

innovation and institutional readiness. Participants 
called for the Integrated National Financing Frame-
works (INFF) to align Nationally Determined Con-
tributions (NDCs) and National Adaptation Plans 
(NAPs) with sectoral investment plans, supported 
by multi-ministry engagement, private sector inte-
gration, and public financial management reforms. 
Cooperatives, NGOs, and Indigenous Peoples can 
be empowered and given technical assistance with 
localised finance tools. 

It is argued that carbon markets can be powerful 
levers to turn ambitious climate targets into reality. 
It is also strongly argued that carbon markets are a 
distraction, designed to allow more profitable carbon 
emissions that the planet can’t afford if we want to 
live on it.

The problem with the carbon market approach 
is that major corporations continue polluting while 
purchasing forest carbon credits. These so-called ‘off-
sets’ which ‘trade’ the equivalent of their pollution in 
‘stored’ forestry projects are false solutions which are 
only worsening the global climate crisis. Executive 
Director of the Indigenous Environmental Network, 
Tom Goldtooth, said: “We would need to plant three 
planets worth of trees to start moving the needle toward 
being carbon neutral, and we only have one planet.”

The National Secretary for Climate Change at 
Brazil’s Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change and the CEO of COP30, Ana Toni, said: “COP30 
must kickstart a new decade of implementation and 
climate action.”  

Medical misogyny
Clare Marino

Medical misogyny has recently gained significant attention. Rightly 
so. This describes a pervasive inequality in women’s experience of 
the health system. 

Government inquiries, including the Victorian Government’s 
Inquiry into Women’s Pain, show how women are poorly served by 
the health system. The Australian Health Practitioner Regulation 
Agency recently announced a probe into reports of gender bias in 
Australia’s healthcare system.

The health system lets women down in a variety of ways. This 
ranges from poor pain management and dismissal of serious 
concerns to mismanagement which is literally life threatening. 
Australian and international research shows a disproportionate 
number of women experiencing diagnosis delays or a failure to 
have their symptoms properly investigated. Women are also less 
likely than men to receive appropriate treatments and health 
services.

The issue is compounded for Aboriginal women by racist stereo-
typing and assumptions about lifestyle and pain tolerance. 

The stereotyping can be lethal.

Medical research, training and daily practice stems from an 
assumption that the male body is the norm and the female body an 
abberation, faulty or deficient. Hippocrates, considered the father 
of medicine, allegedly coined the term, ‘hysteria’ from one of the 
Greek words for the womb. Hippocratic physicians were fixated on 
the womb as the source of all diseases in women.

While women are less likely to be dismissed as hysterical in mod-
ern medicine, medical misogyny continues to blight women’s 
experience of health care. The medical research field is male-dom-
inated, with women historically excluded from clinical trials. The 
US Food and Drug Administration and the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) mandated the inclusion of women in clinical trials in 
1993 – before that, women were excluded, ostensibly for fear of 
harming their reproductive health. 

Australia still does not mandate the inclusion of women in medical 
research.

Medical misogyny extends to medical training. On the face of it, 
medical courses are gender-neutral, but the evidence base for 
medical training continues to be overwhelmingly male, with male 
anatomy more commonly featured and scant regard for gender 
differences. 

In clinical treatment, the gendered difference is perhaps most obvi-
ous and with most immediate consequences. Women wait longer 
for pain medication than men, and are more likely to have physical 
symptoms ascribed to mental health issues. Endometriosis affects 
about one in nine Australian women and is too often misdiagnosed 
or dismissed. 

The extent of this inequality demonstrates that this is not a prob-
lem of a few sexist doctors, rather it is a systemic issue that must 
be tackled root and branch. Women’s health is poorly researched. 
That means medical students don’t learn enough about it, which 
in turn means they finish their training to become doctors who are 
more likely to misunderstand or dismiss women’s legitimate health 
concerns. 

There are steps that can be taken now to address this unac-
ceptable inequality. Research needs to include women as 
investigators, to focus on topics related to women’s health con-
cerns and to include women as participants. Research ought to 
reflect the ‘by women, for women’ mantra. In their training, doctors 
need to gain knowledge and experience in women’s health issues. 
In clinical practice, health professionals need to recognise and 
challenge their unconscious gender biases. 

Many critics have supported a push to boost Medicare rebates for 
GP appointments that last more than 20 minutes, in an effort to 
improve the quality of care given to women and others with com-
plex health conditions.

It’s good to see many more women graduating as doctors than 
before, but  the problem of medical misogyny and the real harm 
that it is doing must be tackled with a commitment to systemic 
reform throughout the health system, including research, educa-
tion, and clinical practice.

Half the Sky
UN Climate Week in 
Panamá: we need 

three planets

Subscription to  The Guardian
 12 months: $150 (solidarity price)   12 months: $100 (concession)
 6 months: $100 (solidarity price)   6 months: $75 (concession)
 Special offer : 10 issues for $20 (new subscriptions only)

NAME:	 ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________POSTCODE:____________

Pay by   Cheque  Money order  (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
Phone on 02 9699 8844  or  info@cpa.org.au  or  send to:  
Guardian Subscriptions, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
or by credit card:  Mastercard  Visa  *$20 minimum on cards
Card #  _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _
Amount: ________ Expiry Date: ____/____ Date: ________
Signature:________________________________________

Guardian
Editorial Office 

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833 

Email: guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: 
Floyd Kermode

Published by 
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd 

74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, 2010

Printed by 
Spotpress Newspapers 

The Print Centre, corner Hume Highway 
and Muir Roadd, Chullora, NSW

Responsibility for electoral comment 
is taken by T Pearson, 

74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, 2010

After more than two years of 
unrelenting protests, Thurs-
day, 5 June 2025 finally saw 
the national parliament vote 
in favour of repealing the pen-
sion reform pushed by Macron 
and the MEDEF (French Busi-
ness Confederation).

A resolution to this effect was  
passed by a large majority of the 
deputies present. This vote reflects 
the will of the overwhelming major-
ity of the population, particularly 
workers who refuse to sacrifice 
two more years of their retirement.

The left mobilised strongly to 
finally get a vote, which had always 
been refused by the various Macron 
governments.

All the right-wing parties, know-
ing they would be defeated, were 
conspicuous by their absence. They 
once again trotted out the same 
tired budgetary arguments. Their 
new totem is ‘capitalisation,’ which 

consists of gambling with workers’ 
pensions and further increasing 
inequalities. The National Front 
(Rassemblement National), for its 
part, delivered an odious xenopho-
bic speech, and its weak presence 
once again demonstrated its hesi-
tation on pensions under pressure 
from employers.

The political defeat inflicted 
on the government in the National 
Assembly is the result of a social 
battle that began in early 2023 and 
has continued to this day.

In more than 160 rallies and 
demonstrations, organised notably 
by the union body, the CGT, tens 
of thousands of workers, young 
people, unemployed people, and 
retirees continued to demand the 
repeal of the 2023 reform and to 
link it to their demands for jobs, 
wages, industry, public services, 
and more.

The vote is therefore a political 

victory for the social movement. 
Solutions exist to finance the 
repeal, ensure balance, and restore 
retirement at age 60 with early 
retirement for those in arduous 
jobs. These solutions include, in 
particular, wage increases, equal 
pay for women and men, and 
therefore the reappropriation of 
the wealth created by labour and 
captured by capital.

This day marks another step 
forward in the action plan for our 
rights and against the €40 billion 
(AUD $71 billion) austerity plan 
announced by the government, 
which only benefits the rich.

The page on the Macron/Medef 
pension reform has definitely not 
been turned, and the CGT will con-
tinue the fight for its repeal and the 
return to retirement at 60.
Labortodayinternational  

French fight  
to keep pensions
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Roger McKenzie with John Wojcik

On 2 June, Israeli forces opened fire 
on thousands of starving Palestini-
ans near a United States and Israe-
li-controlled aid site in western Rafah 
today, killing at least 40 and injuring 
over 150. 

Palestinians accused the Israelis of target-
ing and blocking ambulances, which delayed 
medical help reaching those who needed it. 

Thousands of Palestinians were heading 
toward the distribution site hours before 
dawn. As they headed toward the site, Israeli 
forces ordered them to disperse and come 
back later, witnesses said. 

When the crowds reached the Flag 
Roundabout, around 1,000 yards (914 
meters) away, Israeli forces opened fire, the 
witnesses said. 

“There was fire from all directions, from 
naval warships, from tanks and drones,” 
said Amr Abu Teiba, who was in the crowd.

Teiba said he saw at least 10 bodies with 
gunshot wounds and several other wounded 
people, including women. People used carts 
to ferry the dead and wounded to the field 
hospital.

“The scene was horrible,” he said.
Ibrahim Abu Saoud, another eyewit-

ness, provided a nearly identical account. 
He said the military fired from about 274 
metres away.

Saoud said he saw many people with 
gunshot wounds, including a young man who 
he said had died at the scene. “We weren’t 
able to help him,” he said.

Mohammed Abu Teaima said he saw 
Israeli forces open fire and kill his cousin and 
another woman as they were heading toward 
the distribution site. He said his cousin was 
shot in the chest and died at the scene. 

Sameh Hamuda, a displaced resident 
from northern Gaza’s Beit Lahiya city, said 
he had walked more than 32 kilometres from 
Gaza City and spent the night with relatives 
in a tent near Rafah before heading to the 
aid center at dawn to wait among a crowd 
of people.

He explained soon after aid began to be 
distributed that “quadcopter drones opened 
fire on the people, and tanks started shooting 
heavily. Several people were killed right in 
front of me.

“I ran and survived. Death follows you 
as long as you’re in Gaza.”

Abdullah Barbakh described a scene of 
“overcrowding, chaos, and screaming.”

“The army opened fire from drones and 
tanks. Chaos broke out, and the area was 
filled with martyrs and wounded. I don’t 
understand why they call people to the aid 
centres and then open fire on them,” he said. 
“What are we supposed to do?”

Barbakh said he witnessed many people 
injured from Israeli fire, including his 
brother-in-law.

Eyewitnesses also reported seeing 
crowds of people returning from the distri-
bution point. Some were carrying boxes of 
aid, but most appeared to be coming back 
empty-handed.

The Israelis released a brief statement 
saying it was “currently unaware of inju-
ries caused by [Israeli military] fire within 
the humanitarian aid distribution site. The 
matter is still under review.”

The Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, 
brought in by the US and the Israelis to 

coordinate aid distribution, claimed in a 
statement that it had delivered aid “without 
incident” on Sunday and has denied previ-
ous accounts of chaos and gunfire around 
its sites, which are in Israeli military zones 
where independent access is limited.

UNACCOUNTABLE
It should be noted that the very sparse 

and inadequate aid that is available is now 
provided by private contractors hired by 
the US and, unlike the UN, which formerly 
handled aid, the contractors are free to do 
whatever they wish. They are not accountable 
to any public body. Unlike the UN, they can 
follow any instructions given by the Israeli 
military, including covering up for criminal 
activity by Israeli troops.

It is difficult to take seriously, then, the 
foundation’s dismissal of these events as 
“false reporting about deaths, mass injuries 
and chaos.”

NOT BEING TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY ENOUGH

Communist parties warn that the killing 
by Israeli troops is going unchallenged by too 
many governments around the world. The 
British Communist Party’s international sec-
retary, Kevan Nelson, said: “As negotiations 
continue on a hostage exchange, the Israeli 
killing machine continues unchallenged by 
its Western sponsors. The refusal of the US 
and Israel to countenance a permanent end 
to the war reveals an agenda to ethnically 
cleanse Palestinians from the Gaza Strip.”

There was also condemnation from an 
array of US activists who note that killing 
starving people reflects the barbaric tactics 
of the Israeli military.

The killings show that Israeli promises 
of abiding by a safe humanitarian zone for 
civilians in Gaza are a ruse to allow them to 
continue a policy of genocide as they lure 
governments around the world into ignoring 
their brutality.

The latest killings of people at food dis-
tribution centres strengthen the positions of 
those who say Israel is carrying out a policy 
of ethnic cleansing in the Gaza Strip.

Demonstrations in support of Palestinian 
rights have taken place around the world and 
can be expected now to intensify as Israel 
steps up attacks on people struggling to feed 
their families. The demonstrators note that 
failure to mobilise against these crimes now 
can mean the removal of the Palestinian 
people entirely from the Gaza Strip.

President Trump, in the style of a crass 
imperialist leader, has said repeatedly that 
“Gaza is destroyed, no one wants to live there” 
and that surrounding Arab countries should 
take in the Palestinians. He has shown zero 
regard for the Palestinian people or their 
homeland. In true autocratic fashion, he plans 
for a grand military parade in Washington, 
DC, featuring himself as the great leader.

Executive editor of Black Agenda 
Reports, Margaret Kimberley, addressed 
the issue of lack of real concern not only by 
Trump but also by other Western leaders 
when she said: “The leaders of the collective 
West cannot be absolved with their half-
hearted expressions of concern. 

“Israel could not carry out its war crimes 
without their military and financial support.”

Bassam Zaqout, director of the Palestinian 
Medical Relief Society, said: “People walk for 

miles from early morning, trying to reach 
the limited aid points, now just four across 
Gaza and all surrounded by Israeli soldiers. 

“When they sense the crowds grow and 
are not controllable, soldiers open fire on 
those waiting for supplies.” 

WAR CRIME
The Popular Front for the Liberation 

of Palestine (PFLP) describes the Israeli 
massacre of Palestinians at aid sites as “a 
genocide with international complicity and 
American participation.”

“What happened constitutes a full-fledged 
war crime,” and the aid distribution points 
were “death traps.”

“We demand urgent international and 
Arab intervention to stop this ongoing 
massacre and impose strict accountability 
mechanisms on the criminal occupation, in 
addition to immediately breaking the siege,” 
the PFLP said.

Meanwhile, a senior Hamas official 
has said that the organisation was seeking 
amendments to the latest US ceasefire pro-
posal for Gaza.

US envoy Steve Witkoff called the Hamas 
response “totally unacceptable.”

The Hamas official, speaking on condition 

of anonymity, said proposed amendments 
focused on “the US guarantees, the timing 
of hostage release, the delivery of aid and 
the withdrawal of Israeli forces.” 

A separate Hamas statement said the 
proposal aims for a permanent ceasefire, 
a comprehensive Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza, and an ensured flow of aid. 

It said 10 living hostages and the bodies 
of 18 others would be released “in exchange 
for an agreed-upon number of Palestinian 
prisoners.”

Some 58 hostages remain, and Israel 
believes 35 are dead.

But Witkoff on social media instead 
described a 60-day ceasefire deal that would 
free half the living hostages in Gaza and 
return half of those who have died. 

He urged Hamas to accept the framework 
proposal as the basis for talks that he said 
could begin next week.

Israeli officials have approved the US 
proposal for a temporary ceasefire. 

A top Hamas official, Bassem Naim, 
accused Israel of disagreeing with agreed-
upon provisions and alleged a “complete bias 
toward the other side” that he said violates 
the fairness of mediation.
People’s World  

‘Death follows you in Gaza’
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Boorloo rallies for Palestine.

You can help!
Israel is using aid as a weapon. That’s a war crime.
•  Contact Prime Minister Albanese to demand a permanent ceasefire NOW.
•  Demand the government expel Israeli diplomats from Australia.
•  Demand the government end all trade, including military equipment and parts 

with Israel.
•  Demand the government support a blockade of Israel.
•  Demand the government pull Australian troops out of the Middle East.
•  Demand the government support South Africa in the Hague.
•  Join the actions in your area.
•  Write letters to the editor.
•  Use social media to call for a permanent ceasefire and two-state solution now
•  Donate to APHEDA (Trade Union foreign aid organisation that helps Palestinians)
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