
Marcus Browning

Asked what his legacy would be, 
Anthony Albanese said “action on cli-
mate.” Since being elected his govern-
ment has made over 30 coal and gas 
approvals, including most recently 
a 40-year extension of big polluter 
Woodside’s North West Shelf gas 
export project (a project with lifetime 
climate pollution equal to around 10 
years of Australia’s annual emissions!)

Digging up and burning coal and gas is 
the biggest driver of climate destruction in 
this country. A safe future relies on switching 
to affordable renewables fast.

Farmlands, water resources and the 
climate can’t afford to keep propping up 
polluting coal and gas. It’s time for Australia 
to grow stronger and tool up to embrace 
cleaner energy.

Gas projects and coal mines are econom-
ically and geologically unstable. Currently 
gas and oil tankers languish offshore with 
no market to unload to. As the tide goes 
out on investment, we run the risk of being 
left holding stranded assets in increasingly 
undesirable industries.

Gas is greedy – it moved from the oceans 
onto the land, and is now consuming around 
a third of the continent with exploration 
licences. The industry takes billions of dollars 
in corporate welfare in the form of tax-based 
subsidies, direct government contributions 
and government-backed finance. 

Why pay an industry that poses an 
unacceptable long-term risk to our food and 
water security? At every stage of production, 
transport and delivery, gas leaks into the 
atmosphere, causing about 30 times more 
damage to the climate than carbon dioxide 
in the near term.

It is urgent that we pull out of gas now.  

TRANSITION TODAY
Australia needs to create a National 

Renewable Energy Roadmap transitioning 
from coal and gas towards renewable energy.

Renewables are ready and already pow-
ering a significant and growing percentage 
of the population. South Australia sources 
over half its power from renewables, while  
Tasmania, pledged to generate 20% of their 
energy needs from clean energy by 2040, 

is on track to generate all of its power from 
renewables. The ACT runs on 100% renewa-
ble energy yet, the Northern Territory, with 
spectacular solar and wind potential has very 
little renewable energy industry to speak of.

There is a need for coherent and efficient 
federal leadership which is absent.

The age of renewables is here. A raft 
of mature technologies are already up and 
working. With stronger commitment to 
funding research into emerging technolo-
gies, we can diversify and accelerate clean 
power to every part of the country for our 
own domestic use and export.

SET THE STANDARD
The federal government must set the 

standard and commit to the National Energy 
Market sourcing 100% of its energy from 
renewables within the decade.

The Australian Energy Market Operator 
has told the government that the National 
Energy Market has the capacity to source 
75% of the power in its network from clean 
energy. Other modelling shows that we could 
quickly, easily and affordably tip that to 100%.

For less money than the government 
already spends on gas and coal, we could 
have clean energy powering Australia. We 
could enjoy the real natural resource advan-
tage that this country has in abundance, sun 
and wind.

With a shift in priorities, the government 
can help states and territories build on their 
strengths and pull together to deliver a clean 
energy country.

There is a need for a coordinated strategy 
that compels all new and existing builds to 
meet and maintain the highest standards 
of efficiency. A well-targeted government 

stimulus package would help businesses 
and households to cut their power use to 
the bare minimum and source what power 
they still need from renewables.

COMMUNIST PARTY 
POLICIES

Donald Trump has become climate-de-
nier in chief, and his pledges to expand oil 
and gas production in the US and withdraw 
from the Paris Agreement to cut greenhouse 
emissions place the whole global climate 
effort under threat.

Continued on page 2
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Another BRIC in the wall
Vietnam is joining BRICS as a partner country.  

Some questions you may have include:
• joining what?
• which means what exactly?
• why should I care?
To deal with the last question first, you should 

care because this is both a good sign for the prospect 
of a world bowing to the USA, as well as a good 
model for Australia to follow. More on this later.

What are they joining? BRICS stands for Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa. It’s an 
intergovernmental organisation that has regular 
summits.  It’s more accurately known as BRICS+ 
because other countries like Indonesia have signed 
up (see page 9 for more). 

BRICS+ has started initiatives such as the New 
Development Bank, an alternative to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and World Bank duopoly on 
development finance. It has also looked at starting 
an alternative reserve currency – an alternative to 
the US dollar. So far the group has encouraged more 
trade in other currencies. 

The US dollar’s status as the global reserve 
currency gives that country a lot of power. That 
monopoly gives the US a lot of clout when it comes 
to trade and to those sanctions it loves slapping on 
nations that don’t do as they’re told.

Joining as a partner country means that Viet-
nam takes part in BRICS+ summits and has its 
views heard, without voting as a full member. It 
means, according to BRICS+, that Vietnam shares 
“a commitment to a more inclusive and represent-
ative international order” with nine other partner 
countries and the BRICS+ nations. 

So why is this a good thing? Two reasons. Firstly, 
it makes BRICS+ that much stronger. Vietnam has 
a population of almost 100 million, and it’s really 
important in global supply chains. BRICS now covers 
56% of the world’s population. So Vietnam joining 
is good for BRICS. It’s also good for Vietnam, which 
has solid reasons for wanting to be in a forum with 
more than half the world’s population. Like most 
nations, Vietnam has reasons for not wanting to keep 
all its’ eggs in one basket with the United States – a 
country which has always bullied other countries 
and is bullying more brazenly under Trump.

Vietnam joining is particularly good because 
the US has been trying to drive a wedge between 
Vietnam and China for some time. Recently it looks 
like they’ve failed. The Socialist Republic and the 
People’s Republic have had friendly political and 
economic relations for a while now. There is respect 
for a fellow socialist country. It’s also likely that 
Vietnam looked at the map and noticed that China 
is next door. It’s very possible they looked at the 
future, which China is a big part of.

Certainly, US President Donald Trump thinks 
BRICS is important. He’s been blowing hard about 
slapping tariffs on nations that support what he calls 
“the Anti-American policies of BRICS.”

So what does that have to do with Australia?  
BRICS+ is an example of ‘multipolarity,’ other 
nations doing their own thing and exercising some 
of that freedom that the USA loves to talk about and 
hates to respect in practice. 

Australia could join BRICS+ too, but it would 
require a massive change in mindset, for this country 
to be an independent nation that acts in its peoples’ 
interest. It would need Australia to have the inde-
pendence that the Communist Party of Australia is 
working towards. 
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Statement from the General 
Delegation of Palestine to  
Australia, Aotearoa New 
Zealand and the Pacific

The Australian Special 
Envoy’s Proposed Plan to 

Combat Antisemitism
On 10 July 2025, Special Envoy Jillian Segal 
AO submitted her Plan to Combat Antisemi-
tism for the Australian government’s consid-
eration. A broad spectrum of stakeholders 
across Australian society have raised con-
cerns that the proposed measures risk under-
mining fundamental democratic rights and 
freedoms, including freedom of speech, for 
political purposes.

The General Delegation of Palestine in Canberra 
reaffirms its firm opposition to all forms of racism, 
discrimination, hatred, violence, or intimidation 
directed at any person or group based on their eth-
nicity, race, or religion – including anti-Palestinian 
racism, antisemitism, Islamophobia, and racism 
against First Nations people.

The Plan’s call for widespread adoption of the con-
troversial IHRA definition of antisemitism is deeply 
concerning. The IHRA definition has been widely 
criticised and discredited for conflating antisemitism 
with legitimate criticism of Israel and Zionism. This 
dangerous conflation distorts and trivialises the real 
and grave threat of antisemitism in order to shield 
Israel from being held accountable to global standards 
of human rights and international law. The IHRA 
definition’s lead drafter, antisemitism expert Kenneth 
Stern, has himself warned it is being “weaponised” to 
suppress political speech.

Palestinians must be able to speak freely about 
their own history, narrative, and lived experiences. 
All people of conscience must have the right to openly 
and legitimately criticise injustices and violations 
committed by any state, including Israel’s ongoing 
policies and practices of settler-colonial expansionism, 

apartheid, racial persecution, ethnic cleansing, 
enforced starvation, and genocidal war against the 
Palestinian people – without fear of being silenced 
or mischaracterised.

This has never been more urgent than it is today, 
when the very existence of the Palestinian people in 
their own homeland is at stake as Israel, the unlawful 
occupying power, escalates its settler colonial project 
of displacement and replacement which has system-
atically suffocated the Palestinian people as a group 
for over seven decades in order to deny them their 
inalienable right to self-determination. Speaking out 
against these violations is not an act of antisemitism; 
it is a duty and a moral obligation.

The true fight against antisemitism is inherently 
tied to all other struggles against racism and oppression 
around the world, including the Palestinian cause. That 
is why countless Jewish individuals and organisations 
– here in Australia, in Israel, and around the world – 
continue working to oppose both antisemitism and 
Israel’s violations of international law and the rights 
of the Palestinian people.

The General Delegation of Palestine urges the 
Australian government to reject the adoption of the 
IHRA definition of antisemitism as a tool for public 
policy, and to seriously consider anti-racism frame-
works that oppose all forms of racism equally and 
holistically, with clarity, fairness, and integrity. The 
National Anti-Racism Framework developed by the 
Australian Human Rights Commission is one exam-
ple in this regard.

For more information, please contact the General 
Delegation of Palestine to Australia, Aotearoa New 
Zealand and the Pacific.

Renewables
Continued from page 1

The global environmental crisis has its origins in 
the capitalist drive for profits, regardless of the social 
or environmental cost. The current global environ-
mental crisis is causing immense human suffering 
and death, while diminishing finite resources. These 
multiple crises threaten global peace and security.

Capitalism is an unsustainable system. The environ-
mental crisis has been largely created by the rapacious 
exploitation of the Earth’s resources by the capitalist 
ruling class. Ignoring scientific evidence, this class 
continues to aggravate the crisis with a disregard for 
the consequences of its activities.

The response of governments in the developed 
capitalist countries to the climate crisis shows greater 
interest in safeguarding corporate profits than the 
environment. Historically the capitalist class has 
always specifically targeted poorer nations and 
exploited their resources as a means of pacifying its 
own working class.

In Australia the climate catastrophe is current. 
Australia is experiencing desertification and deforest-
ation, increasing extreme weather events, pollution 
of the air and freshwater systems, destruction of 
waterways and a major loss of biodiversity. This is 
the consequence of rampant capitalist exploitation, 
and the impacts are felt most by the working class.

Changes are urgently needed. Maximum participa-
tion of workers, unions and community is essential for 
this shift in industry and jobs to succeed. Job creation 
and training are central to sustainable development, 
workers and workplaces are at the centre of production 
and consumption in society and have a key place in 
transforming production at all levels.

To alleviate some of the worst features of the 
environmental crisis, the CPA advocates:
•  No more coal mines and the phasing out of 

current coal mines.
•  A just transition for workers affected by the 

necessary shift
•  Nationalisation of Australia’s electricity 

generation, distribution and supply 
infrastructure.

•  Developing a national energy plan, with 
legislated targets, for transition to an ecologically 
sustainable energy system.

•  Massive investment in research and development 
of alternative renewable energy sources under 
public ownership.

•  Transfer of government subsidies from fossil 
and nuclear fuel sectors to energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, and transition programs.

•  Making energy efficiency and conservation key 
determinants of urban planning and central to 
government economic and industry policy.

•  The provision of an expanded, nationalised 
public transport infrastructure.

•  Reopening country and regional rail lines for 
freight and passenger service under public 
control.

•  Restoration of Australia’s water systems and 
provision of adequate safe drinking water for 
communities through coordinated national 
planning.

•  Phase out unsustainable water-hungry industries 
such as cotton and rice.

•  Planning to be undertaken so that Australia will 
take responsibility and provide for environmental 
refugees driven from their homes by the effects 
of climate change or other environmental 
catastrophes.

•  Closing all uranium mines in Australia and 
cancelling contracts for the export of uranium.

•  Opposing the establishment of nuclear waste 
dumps in Australia.

•  Increasing research and development in energy 
and climate mitigation that can be used to 
stimulate underdeveloped economies in order 
to achieve a global equity of energy and resource 
use, and quality of life, in the course of achieving 
global sustainability.  
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Peter Farmer

The IHRA definition of anti-semitism is globally 
accepted, according to anti-semitism envoy Jillian 
Segal, who wants to use it to pass judgement on 
Australian universities, students, protesters and 
media outlets. According to the Jewish Council 
of Australia, the definition is widely discredited. 
Amnesty international calls it “deeply flawed.” 
Amnesty International Australia’s Occupied Pal-
estinian Territory Spokesperson Mohamed Duar 
calls it “dangerous.”

So what’s wrong with it?
The IHRA definition conflates legitimate criticism 

of Israel with anti-semitism. One of the definition’s 
examples is “Denying the Jewish people their right to 
self-determination, e.g., by claiming that the existence 
of a State of Israel is a racist endeavour.”

Israel was founded on the ethnic cleansing of indige-
nous Palestinians. It’s not anti-semitic to point that out.

Another of the definition’s examples of anti-semitism 

is “Applying double standards by requiring of it [Israel] 
a behaviour not expected or demanded of any other 
democratic nation.” This just weaponises ‘whataboutery,’ 
whereby any criticisms of Israel can be met with “Well 
what about (insert name of other nation)? You’re not 
criticising them, so you’re anti-semitic.”

The definition also conflates anti-Zionism with 
anti-semitism. It has been described as a “weaponised 
smear against Palestinians and their supporters” by the 
Institute for Middle East Understanding. 

The use of the IHRA definition has been criticised by 
Kenneth Stern, its chief author, who has spoken out against 
weaponising the definition to silence criticism of Israel. 

There is an alternative: the Jerusalem Declaration 
on Antisemisim, which was written in response to the 
IHRA definition. It clearly links the fight against anti-
semitism with the fight against other forms of bigotry 
and discrimination. 
jerusalemdeclaration.org  

www.cpa.org.au

Anti-semitism: definitions 
and why they matter

Segal comes up Trump
M Santos

Australia’s Special Envoy to Com-
bat Antisemitism, Jillian Segal, has 
handed down recommendations to 
cut funding to universities and cul-
tural institutions that “enable or fail 
to act against antisemitism.”

On 10 July, Segal, standing alongside 
Anthony Albanese, presented the PM with 
a report containing a number of recommen-
dations to quash “antisemitism” in the name 
of building “social cohesion.”

Segal’s recommendations include:
•  Withholding funding from 

universities, or university programs 
that facilitate, enable or fail to act 
against antisemitism

•  Investigating sources of overseas 
funding entering public institutions, 
including universities, which might 
drive “extreme ideologies”

•  Including terms in all public funding 
agreements with cultural institutions 
or festivals to end funding where 
the institution or festival promotes, 
facilitates or does not deal effectively 
with hate or antisemitism

•  Removing deductible gift recipient 
status from any charitable institution 
which promotes speakers or 
engages in conduct that promotes 
antisemitism (as defined by Segal)

•  Embedding Holocaust and 
antisemitism education in national 
and state school curricula

•  Developing a university “report 
card,” assessing each university’s 
implementation of effective 
practices and standards to combat 
antisemitism, including complaints 
systems and best practice policies

•  Screening visa applicants for 
antisemitic views or affiliations, 
consistent with a risk-based approach

•  Ensuring the Migration Act effectively 
facilitates visa refusals or cancellations 
for antisemitic conduct and rhetoric.

TRUMPISM
There are parallels with Donald Trump’s 

“Reevaluating and Realigning US Foreign 
Aid” policy, which states: “It is the policy of 
United States that no further United States 
foreign assistance shall be disbursed in a 
manner that is not fully aligned with the 
foreign policy of the President of the United 
States.”

To determine what funding will be cut, 
the Trump administration issued a lengthy 
questionnaire to institutions around the 
world, including Australian universities 
and other research organisations. Ques-
tions included:

“Does your organisation have a clear 
policy prohibiting any collaboration, fund-
ing, or support for entities that advocate or 
implement policies contrary to US govern-
ment interests, national security, and sov-
ereignty? [yes/no]” “If yes, please describe.”

“How much does this project directly 
impact efforts to counter malign influence, 
including China?”

“What impact does this project have on 
preventing illegal immigration to the US?”

Trump (like US Presidents before him) 
supports Israel’s genocide against the Pal-
estinians and perceives it and the arming of 
Israel as in US interests.

The similarities to Segal’s demands are 
striking.

Segal’s recommendations are a thinly 
veiled threat to cancel government funding 
if a university or other organisation refuses 
to toe the Segal line and crush anti-genocide 
actions or criticism of Israel.

“SILENCING DISSENT”
Dr Max Kaiser, Executive Officer Jewish 

Council of Australia, commented on Segal’s 
report:

“This document reads more like a 
blueprint for silencing dissent rather than 
a strategy to build inclusion. The report’s 
vague language around ‘antisemitic nar-
ratives’ or ‘affiliations,’ coupled with its 

emphasis on the widely discredited IHRA 
[International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance] definition of antisemitism, make 
the actions recommended dangerously 
unclear. Consistent with her past statements 
erroneously linking antisemitic attacks with 
Palestine solidarity protests, Segal seems 
fixated on driving a pro-Israel narrative and 
repressing legitimate criticism of Israel’s 
genocide in Gaza.

“Antisemitism is real and must be taken 
seriously. But it does not exist in a vacuum. 
Any response that treats antisemitism as 
exceptional, while ignoring Islamophobia, 
anti-Palestinian racism, and other forms of 
hate, is doomed to fail.”

“Segal seems fixated on driving a pro-Is-
rael narrative and repressing legitimate crit-
icism of Israel’s genocide in Gaza,” he said.

Kaiser also said that the document was 
consistent with Segal’s “past statements 
erroneously linking antisemitic attacks with 
Palestinian solidarity protests.”

Ben Saul – chair of international law 
at the University of Sydney and UN special 
rapporteur on human rights and counter 
terrorism – described the IHRA definition 
as “inappropriate ... vague and overbroad” 
and “not workable.”

“It’s not consistent with international 
human rights law because it imposes exces-
sive restrictions on legitimate freedom of 
expression,” Saul told SBS News.

“The definition was never intended to 
be a legal or regulatory enforcement tool. It 
was only designed to be a monitoring and 
awareness-raising tool.”

Saul said if the definition became legally 
binding in Australia it would lead to punish-
ment of “legitimate freedom of expression.”

JUDICIAL RULING
Federal Court Judge Angus Stewart ruled 

that “political criticism of Israel, however 
inflammatory or adversarial, is not by its 
nature criticism of Jews in general or based 
on Jewish racial or ethnic identity.”

“The conclusion that it is not antisemitic 

to criticise Israel is the corollary of the con-
clusion that to blame Jews for the actions 
of Israel is antisemitic; the one flows from 
the other.”

Justice Stewart found that the “ordinary, 
reasonable listener … would understand that 
not all Jews are Zionists and that disparage-
ment of Zionism constitutes disparagement 
of a philosophy or ideology and not a race 
or ethnic group.”

He was speaking in a decision on a case 
brought by Executive Council of Australian 
Jewry to the Federal Court against Sydney 
preacher Wissam Haddad. In his decision 
the judge distinguished between anti-se-
mitic comments directed against Jews and 
criticism of Israeli Defence Forces in Gaza 
and Zionism.

DISHONEST LABELLING
“Anti-genocide and pro-Palestinian 

protesters in this country are currently 
being labelled as antisemitic, when what 
they are actually protesting is a country that 
is wantonly and purposefully killing off a 
particular group of people in order to gain 
possession of their land – and out of sheer 
hate – and these actions have been deemed 
plausible genocide by the International Court 
of Justice,” Paul Gregoire, Sydney Criminal 
Lawyers, said.

“Demonstrators in this country are being 
labelled as antisemitic in order to attempt to 
suppress criticism and understanding that 
another holocaust is being perpetrated in 
the Gaza Strip by the Israeli state, so that it 
can continue on with its genocidal mission 
without any intrusions.”

Ohad Kozminsky, Executive Member, 
Jewish Council of Australia, commenting 
on the police response to a protest outside 
a weapons company allegedly supplying 
Israel said: “There is no Jewish safety in 
a society where criticism of militarism is 
banned, protest is criminalised, and war 
crimes are excused.”

“The International Court of Justice has 
said there is racial segregation or apartheid 
happening in Israel’s occupied territories, 
and the IHRA definition says you can’t call 
Israel a racist endeavour. So that’s clearly a 
contradiction with well-accepted interna-
tional human rights standards,” Saul said.

The Albanese government MUST reject 
Segal’s report in total.

You can act! Call or write to your 
Labor MP and/or Senators. Let them 
know you reject Segal’s totalitarian 
recommendations.  

“... reads more like a blueprint  
for silencing dissent rather than  
a strategy to build inclusion.”

Sydney
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The Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation (ANMF) has 
lodged a dispute in the Fair Work Commission (FWC) over 
aged care provider Bupa’s new plans to cut staffing hours in its 
residential nursing homes across the country.

Bupa is changing the rosters for nurses and direct care work-
ers, which includes cuts to rostered staffing hours, shift lengths 
and shift times, particularly night and weekend shifts – all with-
out consulting the ANMF or its members or explaining the care 
impact on residents. To date, Bupa has refused to provide the 
ANMF with the proposed new rosters.

Federal Secretary Annie Butler said the ANMF was extremely 
concerned the staff cuts would compromise the working condi-
tions of nurses and carers and in turn, pose a serious risk to the 
provision of safe, quality care for Bupa’s aged care residents.

“We know that Bupa has been failing to meet the government’s 
mandated care minutes in most of its facilities, yet it’s now try-
ing to reduce the rostered hours of frontline staff. It’s totally 
unacceptable and will put even more pressure on nurses and 
carers already struggling with excessive workloads,” Butler 
said.

“Our members working in Bupa facilities have lost weekend 
shifts, which some have been working for years and have been 
reliant on to support their families. And Bupa have yet to tell us 
why they’re cutting weekend shifts or the impact on the care 
provided to residents.

“Bupa is also proposing hybrid new role roles such as 
‘Wellbeing Carer,’ ‘Care Companion,’ and ‘Care Therapist’ – we 
have a right to know what they are and what they will do and 
whether they will impact vital direct care needs of residents. Or 
whether this is just another ‘try-on’ from a big for-profit provider, 
already caught-out reclassifying staff roles to manipulate care 
minutes?

“It’s appalling that Bupa is pushing ahead with these major cuts 
to rosters without transparency, proper process or adequately 
consulting their staff. We’re calling on Bupa to stop the introduc-
tion of the new rosters and enter into meaningful discussions 
with the ANMF – for the sake of our members and the people 
they care for.”

PARASITE(S) OF THE WEEK: are the profit-gouging owners 
of Australia’s aged care system. Aged care workers have deliv-
ered a damning verdict about the real situation facing aged care 
residents inside aged care facilities.

Using their own star ratings system, 1,000 reports of aged care 
workers have highlighted dangerously low staffing levels they 
are witnessing.

More than 82% rated their aged care facilities as only one or 
two stars out of five on staffing, in findings contained in the 
Aged Care Watch Quality Snapshot.

The verdict of aged care workers differs sharply from the 
self-reporting of staffing levels made by aged care provid-
ers, where the most recent average rating is three stars or an 
“acceptable” level of staffing across the whole sector.

However, the 1,000 reports from aged care workers, at an 
average of 1.8 stars on staffing, sit well below the federal gov-
ernment’s rating of acceptable levels of staffing.

The low ratings across more than 200 facilities in every state 
and territory in Australia indicate fundamental issues in provid-
ers meeting 215 minute-a-day ‘care-time minute’ targets set by 
the federal government.

Care-time minute targets are a key reform recommended by 
the Aged Care Royal Commission to address the neglect of 
residents occurring through rampant understaffing.

The findings in the report were obtained through Safe Staffing 
reports filed by aged care workers since mid-April through 
United Workers’ Union’s online transparency tool, Aged Care 
Watch.

Using the online tool, aged care workers have delivered insights 
that would be otherwise hidden from the public, providing clear 
signs providers are exaggerating their performance when 
reporting care-time minutes.

Renters are spending a greater 
percentage of their income 
on keeping a roof over their 
heads.

New data from the Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare 
(AIHW) shows that 28% of renters 
across the country are in rental 
stress, paying more than 30% of 
their income. That figure has risen 
from 25.5% of renters in 2022-23. 
In Sydney the median proportion 
of income spent on housing has 
risen to 22.2% in 2024-25, up from 
17.5% in 2009-10.

The AIHW housing afforda-
bility report comes as SQM rental 

data shows significant increases 
in rents over the past three years 
across NSW. 

The increasing stress placed on 
renters has promoted Homelessness 
NSW to call for greater investment 
in social housing. 

“The deepening housing crisis 
is pushing more people onto the 
streets because they simply can’t 
keep up with soaring rents,” said 
CEO Dominique Rowe. 

“With more than 65,000 house-
holds waiting for social housing – 
some for up to a decade – we need 
bold, ambitious action that meets 
the scale of the problem.

“Everyone sleeping rough or 
struggling to keep a roof over their 
head deserves better. 

“After decades of neglect, it’s 
past time to properly invest in social 
housing and homelessness services. 

“The state government must 
increase funding for homelessness 
services and urgently construct 
more social housing as more people 
are priced out of the broken rental 
market.” 

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia is calling for a change of 
approach, and a massive investment 
in public housing.  

Rising rental stress 
prompts calls  

for action

Australian Unions launch 
Workplace Truths survey

In the lead-up to the August 
Productivity Roundtable, Aus-
tralian unions have launched 
a representative poll for work-
ers to have their say on their 
experiences at work and how 
their employer approaches 
productivity.

The survey, launched this week, 
asks workers to relate their current 
experiences of work, as well as past 
experiences, to ensure the union 
movement can take these views 
into the Roundtable.

The Workplace Truths survey 
covers a range of workplace issues, 
including technological changes 
and AI, collaboration and conflict 
at work, and whether supervisors 

and managers have the skills and 
ability to get the best out of their 
teams. 

The survey will result in a 
snapshot of workers’ attitudes to 
job security, workloads, training 
opportunities and investment 
by their employers in the tools, 
equipment or the systems needed 
to carry out their work efficiently. 

It will also examine workers’ 
perspectives on the impact of work 
on their physical and mental health, 
and whether they work in an envi-
ronment that motivates them to do 
their best work.

ACTU Secretary Sally McManus 
says “Australian Unions will bring 
the real world experiences of 

working people to the Roundtable. 
For too long, the discussion on 
productivity has been dominated 
by economic models and concepts 
that are often out of step with real 
life and what actually happens in 
workplaces across Australia.

“Too many employers have 
equated productivity with cost-cut-
ting, which has negatively affected 
the debate around productivity.

“For too long, the perspective 
of workers has been missing. This 
is why we are opening this survey 
up to all workers to have their say, 
knowing that their perspective will 
be represented at the Roundtable 
and in the national discussion.”  

Key Robodebt RC 
recommendations still not 
implemented two years on

Two years on from the findings of the Robodebt 
Royal Commission, the federal government 
has still not implemented all of its recom-
mendations, and alarming flaws in the social 
security system remain. 

“Robodebt was a shocking abuse of government 
power that caused severe distress to more than 
400,000 innocent people,” said Charmaine Crowe, 
Australian Council of Social Service Program Director 
of Social Security. 

Robodebt was a scheme implemented from 2015-
2020 that illegally calculated social security debts by 
averaging annual income earned by people receiving 
income support over fortnights, resulting in inaccu-
rate debts. 

“Many of the victims suffered financial hardship, 
relationship breakdowns, mental health difficulties 
and some were driven to self-harm,” said Crowe. 

“While the government has made some positive 
steps to improve social security administration in light 
of the Royal Commission, including implementing an 
advocates channel and strengthening the Ombuds-
man’s powers, there remains a lot more work to do. 

“It is particularly concerning that no individuals 
involved have been properly held to account for the 
enormous injustice inflicted on hundreds of thousands 
of innocent people.”

ACOSS is calling on the federal government to 
adopt the remaining recommendations of the Robodebt 
Royal Commission, including:

Legislating a statute of limitations on debt recovery 
– a key recommendation that remains unaddressed.

Refraining from recovering debts under review 

– the default position is to continue recovery even 
when a debt is under review, rather than pausing 
automatically. People can request a pause if a debt is 
under review, but this should be automatic. 

Clarifying protections for people in vulnerable 
circumstances – it’s still unclear how people in severe 
hardship are systematically shielded from compliance 
actions that could worsen their situation.

Introducing a duty of care – the government still 
has no formal obligation to ensure people are receiving 
the correct payment for their personal circumstances.

“These reforms are vital to improving our social 
security system and ensuring that nothing like 
Robodebt can ever happen again,” said Crowe. 

“We urge the government to take swift action to 
address these ongoing problems, particularly in light 
of other failures to properly administer the system, 
like the Targeted Compliance Framework, where 
people have had their payments wrongly cancelled.” 

In the Robodebt scandal, hundreds of thousands 
of people were plunged into a state of crisis after 
receiving a notice claiming they owed the government 
money from years ago, often in the tens of thousands 
of dollars. They were told to prove their innocence 
or pay up. 

Many people were driven to thoughts of suicide, 
and, according to reports, at least two people died 
by suicide after receiving a Robodebt. Other victims 
suffered relationship breakdowns and many refused 
to apply for social security or accept paid work fol-
lowing Robodebt for fear of incurring another debt.
ACOSS  

https://u26892420.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.czRgix5dsuISVD4k7s4OuZLQKCdC-2Bma8IysXOOv9lF-2BazzGwytkD3gJhJIDYg8Crgw2FrLD5Vqbt9zFqpPbp-2F6fZeFa2bVQx3JjDGqRkSDzygOqNX0-2BgPISKjY80lm5OUsL4_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfgy2C5-2BEvvZaXTmwTiWft6X6juqQ-2BTz52uifL8I4Jl1b1twxA3eYXPulelIyMcGq9Pd2JHV14Qs5njs1EAOHIZpSWWdhQahCRWS9OPED3eOG1vVBewo6Q2jom91LLdaLMf20wGLtjMI-2BjI507d-2BXLS6xBeorCSI0Ils6RhafBs-2BpZ3jgChJgslrBo-2BhA69k7AnI7xD-2FWmIyZCeKBfMcIDPLdHsSQ-2F0wfQNVNfzzR1MOS4zMFL9tNtSL22b4aVJrHNmgRJfMNz3-2BqvdbRcrqHMItWpN-2F4-2BQeb-2B-2FstRliCy48Kt45Kixng8Se-2BY28tga9GeTQ-3D-3D
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Murujuga, the world’s larg-
est rock art site located on 
the Burrup Peninsula in West 
Australia, has officially been 
confirmed as a Cultural World 
Heritage Site at the 47th World 
Heritage Committee (WHC) 
at the UNESCO Headquarters 
in Paris.

Murujuga was listed with an 
amendment by UNESCO member 
states for the Australian govern-
ment to continue research and 
monitoring of industrial impacts 
on the site; this is a reference to 
the impacts of pollution from 
Woodsides North West Shelf LNG 
processing facility, which research 
has shown is accelerating the 
weathering and degradation of the 
over one million petroglyphs which 
make up this globally significant 
rock art site. 

Environment Minister Murray 
Watt met with European ambas-
sadors at the 47th World Heritage 
Committee at the UNESCO Head-
quarters in Paris this week, lobby-
ing for the approval to be based on 
the West Australian government’s 
executive summary of research into 
the industrial impacts on Murujuga. 

WHC decision makers were 
also considering findings from a 
report written by the International 
Council on Monuments and Sites 
(ICOMOS) which found that indus-
trial activity of the gas industry on 
the Burrup peninsula is weathering 
and degrading the Murujuga rock 
art, which was also confirmed by a 
research paper published this week 
by Bonn University. 

In May, the Environment 

Minister issued a conditional 
approval to Woodside to extend 
operations of its North West Shelf 
LNG facilities on the Burrup pen-
insula until 2070, the conditions 
of which are yet to be made public. 

Raelene Cooper from Save our 
Songlines has also been in Paris, 
alongside other First Nations 
representatives, to ensure the 
conservation and protection of this 
ancient cultural site is considered 
in any ruling by the World Heritage 
Committee. 

Prof Ben Smith Professor of 
Archaeology at the University of 
Western Australia said that while 
he celebrates Murujaga being listed 
as a World Heritage Site, the way in 
which the Australian government 
handled the scientific findings on 
industrial impacts on Murujuga 
during this process “reveals the 
extent to which they will go to 
play down the impacts of our gas 
industry. 

“The scientific data clearly 
demonstrated the advanced weath-
ering of the Murujuga petroglyphs 
from heightened levels of certain 
airborne pollutants from the 
nearby Woodside gas processing 
facility, yet we saw this repeatedly 
dismissed by different levels of 
government, with graphs and data 
being manipulated to back up the 
narrative that no conditions were 
required for the listing. 

“One only hopes that Muru-
juga’s listing as a World Heritage 
Site spurs the government to no 
longer shirk their responsibility to 
conserve and protect this globally 
significant rock art site, and we 

see proper measures put in place 
to stop the polluting gas industry 
from degrading our First Nations 
cultural heritage.” 

Raelene Cooper, a Murujuga 
custodian of the Mardudhunera 
people and the founder of Save 
our Songlines said: “My family and 
community have worked for many 
years for World Heritage protection 
for Murujuga’s ancient rock art.

“This is a momentous day for 
our old people and our future gen-
erations, to have Murujuga’s out-
standing universal heritage values 
recognised by the world.

“Our rock art tells the stories 

of our people, and maintains our 
songlines and bloodline connection 
to our ngurra.

“Today, Australia rewrote 
the World Heritage listing in the 
interests of the gas industry. Even 
though all of the recommended 
protections were removed after 
concerted lobbying from the Aus-
tralian government, we are still 
overjoyed to see Murujuga finally 
World Heritage listed by UNESCO.

“Meanwhile, fertiliser plants are 
still being built around our sacred 
sites and polluting gas plants will 
emit toxic acid on our rock art for 
another 50 years. The final decision 

today falls well short of the protec-
tions that expert body ICOMOS 
has recommended. But comments 
from World Heritage Committee 
members today send a clear signal 
to the Australian government and 
Woodside that things need to 
change to prevent the ongoing des-
ecration of Murujuga by polluting 
industry. Global scrutiny will now 
be applied to what is happening at 
Murujuga. We will continue to fight 
for protection for this very special 
place, and the world is now aware 
of what we are up against.”
Climate Media Centre  

Glencore pays next door more:  
Ulan Mine workers strike over unfair  

pay gap with sister site
Work at Glencore’s Ulan underground 
operations ceased as MEU members 
began 24 hours of strike action.

Fed-up MEU members voted to down 
tools for 24 hours across all midweek shifts 
after 16 months of enterprise bargaining 
meetings failed to deliver a satisfactory 
agreement. The key issue is Glencore’s 
refusal to lift pay rates to match those at the 
neighbouring Glencore-owned underground 
mine, Ulan West.

“It simply doesn’t pass the pub test. We 
work for the same company, doing the same 
work just two kilometres down the road. We 
should be on the same base rate.” said Craig 
Carberry, MEU NSW South-West District 
Vice President.

“Glencore makes billions off our backs, 
I don’t think a bit of fairness is too much to 
ask,” Carberry said.

“All of us live right here in Mudgee. 
We spend our wages locally, support local 

businesses, are involved in all aspects of the 
community and are raising our families here.” 

“As well as trying to keep us on a lower 
rate than the mine next door, Glencore 
continues to outsource jobs to contractors 
who drive in, get paid more, and take their 
earnings elsewhere.

We understand that contractors can play 
an important role when used responsibly, 
but there’s a real concern that Glencore’s 
approach is costing the local community.”

“Members don’t take decisions around 
industrial action lightly, but they’re fired up 
over this and understandably so.” 

The MEU is urging Glencore to get seri-
ous and return to the bargaining table with 
a fair and reasonable offer. Glencore should 
recognise the value of Ulan workers and 
respect the Mudgee community, rather than 
just flat-out reject the mineworkers’ claims 
with no counter offers.
MEU  

Scrap the Surcharge
Anglicare welcomes RBA plan

Anglicare Sydney has wel-
comed the Reserve Bank of 
Australia’s proposal to abol-
ish debit and credit card sur-
charges, saying the move 
would offer meaningful relief 
to families battling rising liv-
ing costs.

“We see people every day who 
are being squeezed from all sides 
when it comes to cost of living,” 
said Paul Fitzpatrick, Head of Food 
and Financial Assistance at Angli-
care Sydney.

“When margins are tight even 
small charges add up. Removing 
card surcharges could potentially 

save households hundreds of dollars 
a year. That’s money that could go 
towards food, bills or rent.”

Fitzpatrick said the proposal 
would especially benefit people on 
lower incomes, who are increasingly 
forced to use cards for everyday 
purchases. 

“More people are paying by card 
out of necessity, and they shouldn’t 
be penalised for it. Surcharges act 
as a barrier to people using their 
own money. Removing them frees 
people up to take better control of 
their finances.” 

Demand for Anglicare Syd-
ney’s food and financial assistance 

services has jumped by 25 per cent 
over the past two years. While the 
organisation continues to support 
people on low incomes, it is now 
seeing a noticeable rise in requests 
for help from people who are in 
need of help for the first time.

“People who never thought 
they’d need help are now reach-
ing out. While removing card sur-
charges won’t fix everything, it’s a 
strong start and puts money back 
into the pockets of people who 
desperately need it.” 
Anglicare Sydney  

The fertiliser plant sits side by side with ancient rock art. Photo: Marius Fenger– wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

WA: Murujuga officially listed  
as world heritage site

Perth
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Denis Doherty

A last-ditch attempt to dissuade the NSW 
government from demolishing 82 Went-
worth Park Road (82WPR) has been held in 
Glebe. A modest crowd heard about the rea-
sons why the community should not lose this 
handsome building, built only thirty years 
ago and designed by a well-known architect. 

The community advocated for refurbishment or 
an infill but the proponents of the new scheme, the 
contractors to the Housing department advised the 
Minister Rose Jackson that the community scheme 
would be too expensive. Their suggestion, to spend 
$25 million for an increase of 24 people is exorbitant.

A magnificent fight has been waged for several 
years to save this site by the ‘Hands off Glebe,’ the 
‘Glebe Society’ and ‘Action for Public Housing’ 
groups to save the building. The building can house 
around 30 people but has been empty for 2 years 
and now with the demolition will be out of action 
for a further 4 or 5 years. Meanwhile the numbers 
of homeless and those on the waiting list rises. The 
community has asked that other sites around Glebe 
such as the ‘Old Fish Market’ and Mallet Street sites 
be put aside for public housing, but they are being 
used for private housing development.  

Comrade Jamie

On 11 July, the United Workers 
Union and Retail, Fast Food 
Workers Union (RAFFWU), 
Community and Public Sec-
tor Union and the National 
Tertiary Education Union 
rallied a large crowd of pro-
testers against the sacking 
of Health and Safety Repre-
sentative of the Keilor Downs 
branch, Sadie.

The rally that preceded the 
march took place in front of the 
Zelda D’Aprano statue at Trades 
Hall, which has a lot of history 
in regards to workers rights and 
women activists in the movement. 
Speakers included Josh Cullinan, 
Secretary of RAFFWU and Sadie’s 
co-worker Ebony who spoke about 
how Sadie had been a constant voice 
for her and her coworkers against 
Aldi’s management.

Monash University Branch 
Secretary of the NTEU Brennah 
expressed deep solidarity for the 
demo and the union. CPSU Victoria 
Branch Secretary, Jazelle gave a 
very passionate speech that spoke to 
the core of the issue that connected 

this single issue to a greater system 
of oppression against workers and 
capped her speech of with a moti-
vating and realistic outlook. 

Sadie herself was the final 
speaker. In 2 years at Aldi she 
observed several distressing and 
alarming incidents; “workers have 
been spat on, threatened with 
knives, physically assaulted, as well 
as seemingly constant verbal abuse, 
sexual harassment [...], coworkers 
leaving with bruises around their 
neck, coworkers receive stitches and 
countless coworkers breakdown 
due to customer aggression and 
occupational violence.” 

On top of this, Sadie, she herself 
has unfortunately been at the end 
of similar abuse such as having a 
carton of milk thrown in [her] face 
and was once pushed to the ground 
by a woman screaming “I’m going 
to kill you … Just you wait until the 
end of your shift.”

Aldi didn’t take this situation 
lightly. They ignored it entirely. 
The supermarket ignored count-
less calls for security and policy 
change, staffing issues, reducing the 
excessive workload on an already 
short-staffed branch. They made no 

changes to excessive over-tracking 
of performance. The only time Aldi 
seemed to have any willingness to 
take action, was the most predicta-
ble scenario, to break up organised 
labour.

After witnessing all of the hor-
rific incidents, experiencing some 
herself and having to deal with the 
death of a coworker, Sadie worked 
to become a Health and Safety 
Representative. After receiving 
numerous complaints from her 
coworkers regarding their stress, 
she undertook a “Psychological 
hazard survey” and “Stress Ques-
tionnaire” from Victorian Trades 
Hall. She notified management 
and received their consent to 
distribute and take responses for 
these surveys. When she presented 
Aldi with the results, they sacked 
her after seeing such dismal and 
negative responses in regards to 
their management of their workers.

Sadie may still get her job back 
to fight for her coworkers, but that 
is still not a certainty, if she does 
not get her job back, there will likely 
be follow-up actions.  

ALDI shoots the messenger, 
workers fight back

M Santos 

On 31 March the Zionist Federation 
of Australia lodged a case in the Fed-
eral Court against Mary Kostakidis, 
one of many journalists who called 
out the Israeli genocide of Palestini-
ans, taking her to court, alleging anti-
semitism. The case will go before the 
Court on 29 July for a strike-out hear-
ing, which if successful would see all 
charges dismissed.

The atmosphere surrounding Kostakidis’ 
case has changed considerably since it was 
launched because the inhumane extermina-
tion process in Gaza is now much more widely 
known and condemned by both experts on 
genocide and the general public. 

“Indeed, the case is now proceeding at a 
time when the conflation of anti-Zionism with 
antisemitism is losing hold of the national 
psyche, especially as it’s proceeding in the 

wake of the recent Federal Court victory of 
journalist Antoinette Lattouf, which recog-
nised the Israel lobby had hunted her down, 
while Federal Court Justice Angus Stewart 
has ruled anti-Zionism is not antisemitism,” 
said Paul Gregoire writing for Sydney Crim-
inal Lawyers.

Former Australian foreign minister Bob 
Carr says: “I’m alarmed once more by the 
bullying of the Israel lobby. It is intent on 
closing down opposition to the genocide in 
Gaza. If they succeed in characterising Mary’s 
reporting as offensive, who will be next? I 
guess anyone who uses the G word or calls 
out apartheid laws or racist settlers.”

Carr himself experienced the Israel lob-
by’s bullying when as NSW premier he was 
subjected to extreme pressure to prevent the 
2004 UNSW peace award going to Palestinian 
politician and activist Hanan Ashrawi. Carr 
stood his ground and didn’t cave in.

Pulitzer-prize winning US journalist Chris 

Hedges said it as it is: “Mary Kostakidis is 
being lynched by the Zionist Federation of 
Australia for apartheid Israel. Speak out on 
Palestinians’ behalf, denounce the genocide, 
call for a ceasefire and arms embargo on 
Israel, demand a Palestinian state and you’re 
branded an antisemite.” 

“Antisemitism’s weaponisation is meant 
to justify genocide and silence dissent,” said 
Hedges. “Those who play this mendacious 
game will regret it. It paves the road for 
far-right extremists and protofascists extin-
guishing what’s left of our open societies.”

Kostakidis is not the only journalist being 
bullied by the Zionist lobby.

“… my experience is instructive and 
disturbing: because of its effects on others 
in the media. I was accused of antisemitism 
because my social media account relentlessly, 
but not exclusively, highlighted the slaugh-
ter of the Palestinian people by the Israeli 
government by retweeting updates from 

the conflict,” well known cricket journalist 
Peter Lalor said.

“I retweet because I feel helpless, sick-
ened and ashamed because such injustices 
and inhumanity could occur in my lifetime,” 
Lalor told the 2025 NSW parliamentary 
inquiry on antisemitism.

“I continue to do it because I believe the 
mainstream media is derelict and compro-
mised in its coverage of what for all intents 
and purposes is a war crime and ethnic 
cleansing.”

SEN Radio (“the home of sport”) sacked 
Lalor from his position as cricket commen-
tator in February because he was accused 
of being antisemitic and making people 
feel “unsafe.”
Readers can support Mary Kostakidis at 
standwithmary.org  

Witch hunt

Denis Doherty speaking at the ‘Save Public Housing Rally’ 5 July in Glebe. The rally was organised to protest  
the demolition of public housing at 82 Wentworth Park Road.

NSW ALP demolishes public housing

Adelaide
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Ron Hall

Fifty years ago NAIDOC, the National Abo-
riginal and Islanders Day Observance Com-
mittee, was commissioned to celebrate just 
one special day. Since 1975 it has become a 
week in which we can celebrate something 
unique to Australia, Aboriginal culture, and 
the achievements of great Aboriginal Australi-
ans such as Albert Namatjira, Cathy Freeman, 
Charlie Perkins, Harold Blair, Yothu Yindi, 
the Bangarra Dancers, and many more with 
international recognition. 

Despite such magnificent endeavour, the long-
term impact on the Australian Aboriginal community 
of the forces of colonialism has amounted to a pro-
tracted genocide resulting from massacres, poisoning 
of waterholes, starvation rations, forced removals, 
slave labour, and many other forms of inhumanity. 

Archaeologists have exploded the myth of “terra 
nullius” by revealing a sophisticated pre-colonial 
society with trade routes as ancient as the Great Silk 
Road stretching over hundreds of kilometres, even 
reaching as far as Papua New Guinea. For thousands 
of years pearl shells from the Kimberley region were 
being traded with the Kaurna people of Tarndanya/
Adelaide, South Australia. Across the continent, the 
moiety system ingeniously regulated First Nations 
genetics, and totemic practices helped safeguard the 
environment. For example, a person of the kangaroo 
totem was forbidden from hunting kangaroos and was 
required to monitor their well-being. 

An overview of progress in the major Australian 
jurisdictions reveals only incremental improvements 
and even regression. This is particularly true of north-
ern Australia where First Nations people represent 
one third of the population, but have little control 
over the unconscionable colonial style practices that 
dominate their lives.

However, the vision of the Uluru Statement does 
provide a way forward for the future based on the voice, 
truth telling and treaty. Significantly, the findings of 
the Yoorrook Commission in Victoria raise the chal-
lenging question of how might the loss of language 

and culture be adequately compensated. At the same 
time, how might the loss of revenue from the capi-
talist exploitation of water and mineral resources be 
remunerated. Sums in the billions will be involved.

Along with Victoria, vision has been shown in 
South Australia which has already legislated a Voice 
to Parliament and is now embarking on a truth telling 
program itself. Such issues, including restitution for 
economic loss, need to be confronted nationwide. In 
part, the answer lies in the education, indeed empow-
erment rather than incarceration of the next First 
Nations generation, so lending them crucial strength 
to counter systemic racism, that has become the ugly 
face of capitalism.

In the past, some First Nations leaders saw the 
Communist Party as the only party who were truly 
supportive of their cause. Members such as the late 
Dr Hannah Middleton who fought for justice for the 
Gurindji at Watti Creek, have demonstrated this com-
mitment. The former Labor Prime Minister Gough 
Whitlam also set a fine example which the nation can 
only hope that Labor will continue to follow resolutely. 

It is so important for the standing of Australia as 
a nation that the legacy of this and future NAIDOC 
weeks is marked by Indigenous Australians attaining 
their rightful place on their country that was never 
ceded.  

Carbon bomb
Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, involves blasting huge 
volumes of water mixed with toxic chemicals and sand deep 
into the earth to fracture rock formations and release oil and 
natural gas. This extreme form of energy production, notorious 
for contaminating water systems and agricultural land, has 
devastated local communities and ecosystems in the US. 
Fracking poses such devastating environmental and health 
risks that it has been banned in Victoria, Tasmania, and 15 
countries worldwide. It poisons our water, contaminates our air, 
and emits massive greenhouse gas pollution including large 
amounts of methane, a dangerously potent greenhouse gas.

Many of the chemicals released during fracking can cause 
cancer in humans. Others harm the skin or reproductive 
system. They are also known to make their way into aquifers 
and drinking water. 

“To prevent catastrophic climate change, we must leave 
about 80 percent of proven fossil fuel reserves in the ground. 
Fracking takes us in the opposite direction, opening up vast 
new deposits of fossil fuels,” the US Center for Biological 
Diversity warns. “If the fracking boom continues, oil and gas 
companies will light the fuse on a carbon bomb that will shatter 
efforts to avert climate chaos.”

Australia has a whopping carbon bomb in the making in 
the Northern Territory. Beetaloo Basin’s main prospective 
operators, Empire Energy and Tamboran Resources, are 
already progressing through exploration and pilot phases, with 
initial gas production likely this year. APA Group, Australia’s 
largest gas pipeline operator, plans to build gas pipelines for 
Beetaloo Energy Australia (formerly Empire Energy) and 
Tamboran Resources, facilitating what is intended to be 
Australia’s biggest ever fracking development.

Analysis by Market Forces clearly demonstrates:

•	 Gas from Beetaloo fracking for domestic gas power genera-
tion needs is not needed.

•	 Beetaloo fracking plans are costly, highly polluting and 
unnecessary.

•	 The astronomical costs would be passed on to consumers 
on Australia’s east coast.

•	 Australia doesn’t have a gas supply problem – it has an LNG 
export problem.

•	 Despite claims that fracking Beetaloo would benefit the 
domestic market, its plans would see 83% of the gas it 
fracks exported .

“The burning of fracked gas from Beetaloo would worsen the 
climate crisis and drastically undermine Australia’s climate 
commitments, when we need to transition to clean energy 
solutions,” Market Forces says. “If Beetaloo proceeds at full-
scale, as the gas companies intend, Beetaloo would become 
one of Australia’s largest and highest emitting gas fields, 
operating until almost 2070. Burning the gas reserves from 
Beetaloo would produce an estimated 1.1 billion tonnes of 
CO2-equivalent, equal to Australia’s largest coal plant, Eraring, 
operating for more than 83 years.”

There is strong opposition to fracking in the Beetaloo Basin 
from Traditional Owners, including the Nurrdalinji Aboriginal 
Corporation, as well as local farmers and landholders. In 2024, 
it was reported that Empire Energy “failed to report a find of 
ancient Indigenous stone tools near one of its [gas] exploration 
wells to the [Northern Territory’s] heritage regulator.”

What can you do? Beetaloo and APA need finance to operate. 
Whether you bank with Macquarie, ANZ, CBA, Westpac or 
NAB or not, you can pressure them to cease financing the 
fracking of Beetaloo or APA’s pipeline. Macquarie is a major 
funder of both leading Beetaloo developers, Empire Energy, 
and Tamboran Resources. ANZ, CBA, NAB and Westpac have 
all contributed millions of dollars to the financing of APA.

Add your name to an open letter and join thousands 
of Australians calling on the banks to stop funding the 
companies working to detonate the Beetaloo carbon 
bomb! The letter is at marketforces.org.au.

GREEN NOTESNAIDOC 2025 – The 
Next Generation

Strength, Vision and Legacy

The Jewish Council of Aus-
tralia warns against increas-
ingly reckless responses by 
government and media to 
recent events in Melbourne, 
including calls to expand 
police powers.

The arson attack on East Mel-
bourne Hebrew Congregation was 
a vile and heartbreaking act of 
antisemitism. The Council stands 
firmly with the congregation, many 
of whom are friends and family of 
its members.

It is irresponsible and inflam-
matory to link this antisemitic act 
with separate protest actions tar-
geting businesses with ties to the 
Israeli military.

We understand that the protest 
at Miznon restaurant was targeted 
at the connection between the res-
taurant and the Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation (GHF) – a US-Israeli 
initiative which has been directly 
linked to the intentional slaughter 
of Palestinians seeking aid in Gaza 
and blocking UN-backed aid. At 
least 600 Palestinians have been 
shot by Israeli soldiers while seek-
ing aid at GHF sites since late May 
according to the UN. Aid groups 

describe it as a “slaughter masquer-
ading as humanitarian aid.” Indi-
vidual restaurant patrons should 
not be subject to intimidation or 
harassment, but it is irresponsible 
to label this protest as antisemitic 
based solely on the Jewish identity 
of the restaurant’s owner.

Similarly, it is irresponsible to 
label the targeting of Lovitt Tech-
nologies Australia as antisemitic. 
Lovitt manufactures components 
used in the production of F-35 
fighter jets, which have been 
deployed to bomb Gaza. Suggesting 
that these actions are antisemitic 
conflates Jewish identity with the 
state of Israel, and risks fomenting 
more antisemitism.

Ohad Kozminsky, Executive 
Member, Jewish Council of Aus-
tralia said “We are heartbroken 
by the attack on East Melbourne 
Synagogue and stand in solidarity 
with its community. It is irrespon-
sible to label protesting a weapons 
company or the spokesperson of 
a discredited fake aid scheme as 
antisemitic and to lump them in 
with a violent act of antisemitism 
at a Synagogue.

Such language inaccurately 

conflates Jewishness with support 
for Israel, and undermines the fight 
against real antisemitism. This 
narrative is inaccurate and dan-
gerously misleading. It is fuelling 
moral panic and justifying repres-
sive and unnecessary police powers 
that will do nothing to combat 
the real problem of antisemitism, 
anti-Palestinian racism and other 
forms of racism.

There is no Jewish safety in a 
society where criticism of militarism 
is banned, protest is criminalised, 
and war crimes are excused.” 
The Jewish Council
(Editor’s note: Deepcut News 
reports that the Jewish Council has 
been excluded from the Victorian 
government’s ‘anti-hate’ taskforce, 
despite requesting inclusion and 
despite Premier Jacinta Allan saying 
she would “invite representatives of 
Melbourne’s Jewish community.” 
In inviting only pro-Israel groups, 
Premier Jacinta Allan seems to be 
reproducing Anthony Albanese’s 
approach of placating pro-Israel 
groups at all costs).  

Jewish Council warns against 
weaponising antisemitism to 

stifle legitimate protest

https://www.originenergy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/223/Origin_2024_Sustainability_Report.pdf
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Just 48 hours after the release 
of the Rio declaration – par-
ticularly the section denounc-
ing unilateral tariffs and 
non-tariff measures – US Pres-
ident Donald Trump issued a 
sharp response. 

From the White House lawn, 
he threatened to impose a 10% 
tariff on all imports from BRICS 
countries and accused the bloc 
of attempting to “degenerate the 
dollar.” In characteristically blunt 
terms, he remarked: “If you have 

a smart president, you will never 
lose the standard. If you have a 
stupid president like the last one, 
you would lose the standard.”

While Trump’s words may have 
been wrapped in personal bravado, 
the underlying message was clear: 
Washington sees BRICS not as a 
neutral economic club, but as a 
mounting strategic threat. Despite 
the bloc’s repeated assertions that 
its cooperation is not aimed against 
any third party, the West views 
efforts to establish alternative 

economic frameworks – particu-
larly those bypassing the dollar and 
Western-controlled institutions – 
as an existential challenge to US 
hegemony.

The nature of the response 
underscores a deeper anxiety in 
Washington. BRICS initiatives 
once dismissed as symbolic or 
impractical are now materialising 
into real structures: trade in local 
currencies, independent payment 
systems, and new investment 
platforms with global reach. These 

are not just alternatives – they are 
systemic innovations that call into 
question the foundations of the 
current world order.

Trump’s outburst, then, is 
not just a political sideshow. It is 
evidence that BRICS is crossing a 
threshold – from peripheral rele-
vance to central influence in global 
affairs. For years, Western analysts 
argued that the bloc would collapse 
under the weight of its internal 
contradictions. Yet BRICS has not 
only endured – it has expanded, 

institutionalised, and begun to 
assert itself in domains once con-
sidered off-limits.

The US reaction confirms what 
many in the Global South already 
perceive: that BRICS is no longer 
a passive forum for South-South 
dialogue. It is becoming an active 
agent in reshaping the architecture 
of international power.
RT Today (edited for length)  

Graham Holton

Known as Simón Bolívar Day, 24 July marks 
the anniversary of his birth in 1783. Bolívar 
is revered as “El Libertador” (The Liberator) 
for his crucial role in the liberation of Ven-
ezuela, Colombia, Panama, Ecuador, and 
Peru from Spain, making him a national hero 
and a symbol of independence. The defeat of 
the Spanish Empire in South America dealt 
a crushing blow to more than 300 years of 
colonialism. 

Bolívar’s revolution has had a profound and last-
ing impact on Latin American politics and culture. 
His writings, especially the “Letter from Jamaica,” 
promoted republicanism, popular sovereignty, 
anti-imperialism and Latin American unity. He 
abolished slavery in 1820 using emancipation to 
gain support. Bolívar’s image is found on currency, 
statues, and in the names of cities and institutions, 
reflecting his status as a great historical figure in 
South America.

Spain sent a strong expeditionary force to put 
down the rebellion. Bolívar received money and 
weapons from Haiti. Fresh from the Napoleonic Wars 
Britain sent its armies and navy to assist the wars 
of independence. British officers brought European 
battle experience, tactics, and discipline to Bolívar’s 
army, transforming it into a capable fighting force. 

Bolívar praised the British Legion, as the “sav-
iours of my country,” but there was a catch. Spain 
was replaced by foreign powers, with republics 
becoming dependencies of European Metropoles. 
The new republics soon became dominated by Brit-
ish merchants, French culture and investments, and 
German investments. After 1914 the US dominated 
foreign investments in the continent. For the next 
100 years South America had to fight US imperial-
ism which treated the republics as its colonies. It is 
a struggle that continues to this day.

Bolívar influenced anti-colonial struggles, inde-
pendence movements, and revolutionary movements 
globally. In Africa Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana and 
Patrice Lumumba of Congo cited Bolívar as an inspi-
ration in their struggles against European imperial-
ism. In Asia, Ho Chi Minh and other anti-colonial 
revolutionaries referenced Bolívar as a model of 
national liberation. 

Bolívar’s guerrilla warfare tactics, including 
forced marches and civilian mobilisation, influenced 
Mao Zedong, Vietnamese resistance leaders, and 

Che Guevara. In Latin American he inspired Fidel 
Castro and the Cuban Revolution, and the Bolivarian 
Revolution in Venezuela. 

In the late 1990s Hugo Chávez promoted social-
ism, anti-US imperialism and Latin American unity. 
The Movimiento Bolivariano called for 21st-century 
socialism based on Bolívar’s ideals of equality, justice, 
national sovereignty and resistance to US hegemony. 
The Bolivarian Revolution is a modern reinterpreta-
tion of Bolívar’s anti-colonial and republican ideals. 

Its key themes include social justice through 
poverty eradication, education, and health for the 
poor. Chávez made a significant reduction in poverty 
and illiteracy thereby empowering marginalised 
communities. The Revolution encourages popular 
participation in politics through referendums and 
local councils. 

Venezuela nationalised its petroleum, telecom-
munications, and electric power industries and 
used the profits to fund social programs. Chávez 
co-founded ALBA (Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples 
of Our America), a trade and political bloc to coun-
ter the US-dominated OAS and IMF. He increased 
cooperation with UNASUR (the Union of South 
American Nations), and had a large impact on the 
Global South. He inspired the leftist movements 
of President Evo Morales in Bolivia, and President 
Rafael Correa in Ecuador. After Chávez’s death in 
2013, his successor Nicolás Maduro continued the 
Bolivarian Revolution. Maduro had to deal with US 
political and economic pressure and international 
sanctions that resulted in a severe economic crisis 
forcing 7 million Venezuelans to emigrate.

The Bolivarian Revolution represents a resur-
gence of the values and ambitions of the Global 
South. Venezuela and the Bolivarian Revolution 
has been at the forefront of this movement. Latin 
America moved towards greater regional integra-
tion, economically and politically, and challenged 
neoliberalism and US imperialism. 

Today Simon Bolívar is celebrated as a great 
visionary who inspired the fight for freedom, jus-
tice, and regional unity. For 200 years his ideals 
have influenced Latin American politics, social 
movements and national identities, making him a 
timeless symbol of resistance against foreign oppres-
sion. His ideals of freedom and sovereignty are still 
invoked by leaders and movements advocating for 
independence from foreign influence and internal 
corruption.  

Simón Bolívar. Image: Public domain.

Why Washington is nervous

The enduring legacy of  
Simón Bolívar’s liberation wars

Marcus Browning

BRICS is the heir to the Non-Aligned 
Movement,” declared Brazilian Pres-
ident Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva at the 
economic alliance’s 17th annual sum-
mit, held July 6-7 in Rio de Janeiro.

“With multilateralism under attack, our 
autonomy is in check once again,” Lula said. 
“If international governance does not reflect 
the new multipolar reality of the 21st century, 
it is up to BRICS to help bring it up to date.” 

Lula called for international relations 
based on respect, independence, and equal-
ity at the meeting of the economic bloc 

established by Brazil, Russia, India, and 
China in 2009. South Africa later joined, 
as did Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran and 
the United Arab Emirates. Saudi Arabia has 
applied for membership, and several other 
nations participate as partners. 

This year’s summit met under the theme 
“Strengthening Global South Cooperation for 
More Inclusive and Sustainable Governance.” 
Present were the presidents of India, South 
Africa, Cuba, Bolivia, Uruguay, and Indone-
sia, the newest member state. Also present 
were various foreign and prime ministers 
from different countries. 

Russia’s Vladimir Putin attended by 

videoconference, and China sent Premier 
Li Qiang. Some in the Western media spec-
ulated that President Xi Jinping’s absence 
indicated China was downgrading its com-
mitment; the extensive positive coverage by 
the Chinese press and Li’s active schedule 
demonstrated otherwise. 

The BRICS group is now equal or larger 
than the G7 in GDP and much bigger in 
population. The first, second, fourth, sixth, 
and seventh largest population countries 
are all part of BRICS; this brings both huge 
problems and vast development possibilities. 

Also in attendance was United Nations 
Secretary General António Guterres, who 

spoke for urgent reform of global institu-
tions to be more inclusive and democratic. 
Director general of the World Health Organ-
ization, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
who helped launch the BRICS Partnership 
for the Elimination of Socially Determined 
Diseases was there too.

The Rio summit was the first attended by 
the new group of partner countries, admitted 
starting in January. The partners include the 
socialist countries Cuba and Vietnam, as well 
as Belarus, Bolivia, Kazakhstan, Thailand, 
Uganda, Malaysia, Nigeria, and Uzbekistan. 
The partners participate in most BRICS 
activities but don’t have a vote.  

BRICS: Multipolar reality



10   21 July 2025� Guardian

www.cpa.org.au
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In 2011, Ixil Maya residents in the 
municipality of San Juan Cotzal, 
Guatemala, blockaded the road into 
Finca San Francisco (San Francisco 
Estate), the site of the Palo Viejo 
hydroelectric plant that Enel Green 
Power constructed on Ixil land. 

This blockade began after Enel failed 
to conduct Free and Prior Informed 
Consent (FPIC) for their project and 
ignored repeated overtures from the 
Alcaldía Indígena/B’oq’ol Q’esal Tenam 
of Cotzal for open dialogue. A year later, 
the same Alcadía Indígena that represents 
Cotzal’s 39 communities brought a legal 
suit against the Ministry of Energy and 
Mines for failure to conduct FPIC before 
approving the construction of an electrical 
station to transport the energy generated 
by Palo Viejo. 

Remarkably, in 2015, Guatemala’s 
Constitutional Court ruled in the Alcalde 
Indígena’s favour, a landmark decision 

that reinforced the required practice of 
consultation and recognised the Alcalde 
Indígena’s authority. In doing so, the 
court supported Ixil claims that the Finca 
San Francisco – and other fincas in the 
region – are actually Indigenous com-
munal lands that outsiders have illegally 
usurped. Understood as reparative justice 
(as construction on Palo Viejo had con-
cluded), plaintiffs began dialogue through 
the Cabinet of Indigenous Peoples with 
the municipal authorities. 

However, in 2019, these meetings 
ceased when former president Jimmy 
Morales Cabrera abruptly disbanded 
the Cabinet of Indigenous Peoples, 
effectively undermining the Constitu-
tional Court’s ruling. Meanwhile, Enel’s 
Palo Viejo hydroelectric plant annually 
delivers 386.95 GW of electricity. Yet in 
the nearby municipality of Cotzal, only 
37 per cent of the population has access 
to electricity. The project generates $30 
million in profit every year, but Enel only 
pays a measly $294,871 per annum to 

the municipality, repeatedly refusing the 
Alcaldía Indígena’s demand of $1 million 
a year. Enel also regularly rejects the 
communities’ demand that 20 per cent 
of the energy generated by Palo Viejo be 
distributed locally, and it has routinely 
failed to deliver promised development 
aid and funds for infrastructure projects. 
Locals view Enel’s actions as part of a 
long history of invasions on their land. 

Giovanni Batz frames his book, The 
Fourth Invasion: Decolonizing Histories, 
Extractivism, and Maya Resistance in 
Guatemala, according to this world-
view. Based on ethnographic research, 
oral history, and archival materials, The 
Fourth Invasion presents the history of 
Indigenous (in this case, Ixil and K’iche’ 
Maya) resistance and efforts to navigate 
outside attacks on their land since Span-
ish colonisation.
nacla.org  

Book Review

The Fourth Invasion
by Giovanni Batz

Classic film:  
Salt of the Earth

Reviewer: Graham Holton

Salt of the Earth (1954), is a 
unique and politically ground-
breaking piece of American cin-
ema. It blends neorealism, social 
critique (including of racism and 
sexism), radical politics, and 
labour struggles. Because of its 
political content the movie was 
blacklisted during the Red Scare, 
condemned by the United States 
government, and boycotted and 
suppressed upon its release. 

The film was directed by Herbert J 
Biberman, written by Michael Wilson, 
and produced by Paul Jarrico, all alleg-
edly involved in communist politics. 
The film was blacklisted virtually in the 
US for decades. That it became widely 
known is an act of resistance, and in 
1992, it was selected to the Library of 
Congress’s National Film Registry of 
significant US films.

The film is set in the 1951 miners’ 
strike at the Empire Zinc Company in 
Grant County, New Mexico, during the 

McCarthy era. The unionised Mexi-
can-American miners, treated as sec-
ond-class citizens, strike for better wages 
and working conditions. The company 
presents a Taft-Hartley Act injunction 
to the union, declaring any miners who 
picket the mine will be arrested. There 
is a loophole which allows the wives to 
picket in their husbands’ places. 

During the film the wife of one 
miner, Esperanza Quintero, changes 
from a submissive housewife to a strong, 
politically conscious woman. The film 
gives voice to women who step up when 
their husbands are barred from strik-
ing. The empowerment of women is 
integral to the workers’ struggle. When 
the workers defend a worker’s home, 
the company capitulates and decides 
to negotiate with the union.

The originally biblical title not 
only announces that the film is about 
working people, but also stresses the 
importance of retaining one’s moral 
values and integrity no matter what 
the hardship.  

The Guardian encourages readers to 
donate to the 3CR Radiothon. 3CR is a 
Melbourne Community Radio station, 
but anyone can hear its programs 
via podcast. If you donate, please 
nominate ‘Alternative News’ as the 
show you support.

https://nacla.org/author/sarah-foss/
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Reviewer: Sajeev Kumar

Trade unions resist capitalism but do not abolish it. 
However, Lenin said trade unions are the schools for 
revolution: it is from there the communist parties tra-
ditionally draw their cadres. 

Capitalism penetrates into every area of human life and 
trade unions are no exception, how trade unions are co-opted 
to abandon class consciousness and suit imperialism is what 
this book explains. Schuhrke explains how trade unions in 
America like the AFL-CIO (American Federation of Labour – 
Congress of Industrial Organizations) were used by the CIA to 
undermine workers at home and abroad. 

This Blue Collar Empire collaborated with the CIA to 
eliminate militant trade unionists, discouraged class struggle, 
rejected the overthrow of capitalism and turned the trade unions 
into an appendage of US foreign policy, sometimes mockingly 
called “AFL-CIA.” This came under scrutiny from the rank and 
file during the Vietnam war when the working class started 
questioning their leadership about its support for imperialism. 

The book explains how the AFL-CIO, by getting involved in 
destroying radical trade unions around the world, facilitated the 
capital flow towards low-wage destinations through offshoring 
of production, thus reducing the bargaining capacity of trade 
unions. The neoliberal era after the Cold war started the “race 
to the bottom” of wages and the American middle-class dream 
became a nightmare. After the fall of the Soviet Union, the 
worldwide implementation of neoliberal policies meant that 
social welfare, corporate regulations, collective bargaining and 
strong public sectors were regarded as inefficiencies. 

After WW2 the term “free” unions,  supposed to mean 
unions free from the influence of the employers and state, took 
a different meaning: namely, unions that were free from com-
munists. The AFL-CIO did not support the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement against apartheid South Africa 
until 1986 because of the ANC’s Communist connections. Ear-
lier, the AFL had endorsed US President Truman’s post-war 
Marshall Plan since it was against communism and the strategy 
created a demand for US goods in Europe, thereby creating 
jobs and better wages for its membership at home. The Soviet 
Union identified the Marshall plan as an imperialist strategy 
to create markets for US goods and an opportunity for Wall 
Street to control finances and Europe’s economy. 

After the success of the Marshall Plan, imperialism turned 
its attention to third world countries and the Blue Collar Empire 

functioned as a conduit to supply money to topple anti-imperialist 
governments and weaken radical trade unions. A few months 
after Iran’s democratically elected Mohammad Mosaddegh 
was removed from power in a CIA coup, Eisenhower allotted 
4.5 billion for the 1954 coup in Guatemala. Jacobo Arbenz was 
removed from power in a CIA-sponsored coup after portraying 
him as pro-Soviet Union. Arbenz had expropriated land from 
United Fruit Company through land reforms. The AFL had a 
role in funding the Union of Free Workers to depose the gov-
ernment. Even the small state of Kerala in Southern India was 
not spared, money was spent to defeat the Communist Pparty in 
the 1957 elections. Kerala is the first place in the world in which 
a communist party came to power through elections, but two 
years later the government was dismissed undemocratically. 

In Cuba the Batista dictatorship was supported by AFL-CIO 
and any criticism of the regime was silenced. The AFL-CIO 
claimed that it worked for “free” trade unionism but in Brazil 
it was hand in glove with the CIA in removing the democratic 
Joao Goulart government and instead installed a military dic-
tatorship. In Guyana (1964), Cheddi Jagan’s left government 
was defeated in elections after a CIA-sponsored strike against 
his labour reform bill. When President Lyndon Johnson became 
unpopular because of the Vietnam war, he wanted peace nego-
tiations, but the AFL leader Meany was so thirsty for war he 
said that the US should continue the war on Vietnam until the 
communists were completely defeated. In 1970, anti-war stu-
dent activists were beaten up by workers using their tools as 
weapons during a rally in Lower Manhattan. This unprovoked 
attack called the “Hard Hat riot” was planned by a union affil-
iated to AFL-CIO and the workers were paid for the time they 
went rioting. 

During the American civil war, Marx sent a letter to Abra-
ham Lincoln which said: “labour in white skin cannot be 
emancipated as long as labour in black skin is branded.” The 
emancipation of the proletarians depended on emancipation 
of all, whereas, AFL-CIO was fragmenting working-class unity 
abroad by eliminating the radical sections of it thereby weaken-
ing the working class at home. Working class internationalism 
depends on opposing the US foreign policy; instead AFL-CIO 
did the opposite to serve imperialism and assist the exploita-
tion of workers abroad. At the memorial service after the death 
of AFL leader Jay Lovestone, it was remarked that there were 
more CIA men than labour men. This was the legacy of the 
Blue Collar Empire.
Socialist Voice  

Book Review

Blue Collar Empire
by Jeff Schuhrke

UK’s largest union  
supports Israel arms embargo

Polly Smythe

Unite’s policy conference has passed 
a statement committing the union 
to support worker-led campaigns to 
boycott the handling of Israeli goods, 
as well as campaigns for divestment 
from Israeli companies. Unite is the 
UK’s largest trade union, with 1.2 mil-
lion members.

The passage of the statement constitutes a 
breakthrough for pro-Palestine campaigners 
within the union.

Tensions within the union have arisen 
over the perceived threat to the jobs of 
Unite’s members in aerospace and defence, 

including at BAE Systems, from the boycott, 
divestment, and sanctions (BDS) movement 
and Palestine solidarity groups that target 
weapons manufacturers.

Last March, Unite general secretary 
Sharon Graham sent a letter to union staff 
and organisers, hitting back at actions 
taken by groups like Palestine Action and 
Workers For A Free Palestine against arms 
manufacturers.

The letter said that there was “no contra-
diction for a trade union to hold a position 
of solidarity with Palestinian workers, while 
at the same time refusing to support cam-
paigns that target our members’ workplaces 
without their support.”

It continued: “The ‘first claim’ on our 
priorities is always the protection and 
advancement of our members’ interests at 
work […] Unite cannot and never will advo-
cate or support any course of action which 
is counter to that principle.

“We cannot and will not endorse any 
organisation which decides unilaterally and 
without any discussion (let alone agreement) 
with the workers themselves, to support 
the targeting of our members’ workplaces 
or their jobs.”

Speaking at the conference, Unite dele-
gate Nicodemus Leo challenged this framing: 
“What is our solidarity worth, if we have to 
ask for permission to interrupt the genocide? 

There needs to be a red line – whenever there 
is a war crime happening, or a genocide 
happening, we’ll take all action, regardless 
if it puts jobs at risk.”

Unite has also been notably absent from 
national demonstrations for Palestine. A 
perception among members that the union 
is not doing enough to support Palestine 
resulted in a record number of motions about 
Palestine at the conference.

These tensions are reflected in the motion, 
which notes that “prior to taking action Unite 
will engage with members and reps in any 
affected sectors.” 
Novara Media (edited for space)  

46 killed, 37 injured in paramilitary attack  
on village in West Sudan: volunteer groups

At least 46 civilians were killed 
and 37 others wounded in an 
attack by the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
on a village in North Kordo-
fan State, western Sudan, vol-
unteer groups have reported.

The Sudanese Doctors Network, 
a volunteer organisation, reported 
that the attack took place in Hillat 
Hamid village. Among the 46 
fatalities were five women, and the 

wounded numbered 37. The group 
said local residents had to bury the 
victims in mass graves.

The group condemned what it 
described as a “heinous massacre,” 
stating, “This crime is part of a con-
tinued pattern of grave violations 
that the RSF has been committing 
against civilians across Sudan.”

The network called on the 
RSF to immediately cease such 
attacks and urged the international 

community to act swiftly to protect 
civilians by imposing deterrent 
sanctions on RSF leaders.

The voluntary Emergency 
Lawyers Group confirmed the 
number of deaths in RSF’s attack 
in a statement. 

The group added, “The village 
was stormed under a barrage of 
gunfire, followed by widespread 
burning of homes and farms, and 
looting of property – in a recurring 

pattern aimed at terrorising and 
forcibly displacing the population.”

The group condemned what it 
described as “systematic massacres” 
and held the RSF leadership fully 
accountable, asserting that the 
attacks amount to genocide and 
crimes against humanity under 
international law.

Armed clashes between the 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and 
the RSF have recently escalated 

in North Kordofan, as the RSF 
reportedly seeks to seize control of 
El-Obeid, the state capital.

Sudan remains gripped by a 
conflict between the SAF and the 
RSF, which erupted in April 2023. 
The fighting has killed tens of 
thousands of people and displaced 
millions, both internally and across 
borders, deepening the country’s 
humanitarian crisis.
Xinhua  
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Jo Dunleavy

The ‘spiritual leader’ of Tibet, the 
Dalai Lama recently announced that 
he will be reincarnated and that his 
non-profit institution will have the 
sole authority to identify his reincar-
nation and to reject anyone the Chi-
nese government appoints.

For mainstream media the Dalai Lama 
and the collection of expatriates that he 
leads are beyond all criticism. For anyone 
who takes a look at the actual conditions 
Tibetans live in now, it’s a different story. 

At times the most popular cause for film 
stars, pop stars and celebrity politicians is 
freedom for Tibet. The “freedom” they want 
would return Tibet to feudalism, to the system 
that prevailed before 1951.

The country would once again be ruled by 
the Dalai Lama, a prospect that the incum-
bents in both the White House and Downing 
Street would clearly welcome. And why not? 
For all their noise about fostering democ-
racy, the leaders of the US and Britain have 
no difficulty cosying up to feudal autocrats 
in the Middle East or Asia or anywhere else 
such relics can be found.

Britain has been actively interfering in 
Tibet since the 19th century, but stepped up 
its activities after the victory of the Revolution 
and the Chinese Red Army in 1949. Together 
with the US, Britain helped to provoke the 
flight of the Dalai Lama to India.

Britain played a dominant role in coun-
ter-revolutionary activity in many parts of the 
world between the two world wars, but after 
WW2 it was eclipsed by the US in this field.

US policy in that period was to try to 
provoke war with China, using the US, Tai-
wanese and South Korean military as well 

as CIA-funded “guerrillas” operating out of 
Thailand.

In 1998 a Los Angeles Times investiga-
tion revealed that during the 1960s, the CIA 
provided the Tibetan exile movement with 
about AU$1.9 million a year for operations 
against China including an annual subsidy 
of AU$197,000 for the Dalai Lama.

The CIA received a new boost in the 1980s 
when President Ronald Reagan established 
the National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED), a classic CIA front which openly 
admits to receiving funds directly from the 
peak US intelligence body.

The NED has financed the work of the 
International Campaign for Tibet, the Tibet 
Fund and the Tibetan Information Network, 
the three leading anti-Chinese Tibetan advo-
cacy organisations.

In short, the CIA/NED directly bankrolls 
the apparatus that runs the Dalai Lama’s 
international campaign for a “non-violent” 
revolution in Tibet to overthrow the Chinese 
government.

The Dalai Lama is not after democracy or 
indeed any form of popular rule. He wants to 
be restored to power, and images of benign 
monks exuding love and kindness simply 
aren’t supported by the historical facts.

The Dalai Lama leads an elite of fam-
ilies and religious figures that once ruled 
Tibet. The Tibet they ruled was one of the 
most backward and inhumane societies in 
the world.

Almost 90 per cent of Tibetans were 
slaves before the Communist Party-led Rev-
olution. Far from any democratic rights, for 
an overwhelming majority of Tibetans, the 
rule of the Dalai Lama was one of unending 
unpaid labour, cruelty and debt-bondage; 
not some spiritual Shangri-la.  

Photo: Pedro Szekely – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Tibet: who’s for feudalism?

When was the last time you bought 
flowers? For a hospital visit? Val-
entine’s Day? A birthday, maybe?

Did you picture them snipped from a 
sunny garden, lovingly nurtured by a cheerful 
gardener humming a tune?

That’s a fantasy.
Flowers are a commodity – slick, glo-

balised and profitable. The petals may be 
soft, but behind them are hard numbers. 
The global flower trade, worth approximately 
US$31.95 billion in 2023, is run by mega-
brands and multinational giants.

One such brand is Queen Flowers. Head-
quartered in Denmark, it moves its blossoms 
through the famous Dutch flower auctions 
and into markets around the world. Its big-
gest greenhouse is in Türkiye, nestled in the 
small Aegean town of Dikili, İzmir.

Who are these roses for?
This colourful business brings in billions 

of dollars each year. The real story is millions 
of mostly women workers sweating through 

long shifts. From Kenya to Colombia, Egypt 
to India, flowers are grown in the shadows 
of toxic chemicals, wage theft, gender-based 
violence, child labour and union-busting.

In Kenya, Europe’s flower basket, over 
500,000 people make their living growing 
and cutting flowers. The flowers are moved 
via cold chains to keep them fresh. Break 
the chain, lose the money, so pressure is 
sky-high. Twelve- to fourteen-hour days 
are standard. Women endure harassment 
in silence to keep their jobs. Overtime often 
goes unpaid. Unionising can get you fired.

Colombia is second only to the Neth-
erlands in flower exports. During peak 
seasons, workers clock up to 100 hours a 
week. Female workers have to prove they’re 
not pregnant to be hired, and many report 
routine sexual abuse.

It’s little surprise that in Colombia, Val-
entine’s Day is also known as Flower Workers’ 
Day; a time not for chocolates, but strikes, 
protests and solidarity.

The company’s PR machine boasts about 
gender equality and women’s empowerment. 
On International Women’s Day, they ran 
flower promotions. The women who grow 
those flowers live in poverty, and face threats 
the moment they ask for dignity.

When scare tactics didn’t work, manage-
ment tried a new trick: union-shopping. They 
invited a different, more ‘friendly’ union in 
through the back door. Workers who quit 
DİSK/BTO-SEN, the Turkish labour union 
and joined the new union were rewarded with 
a holiday bonus, then a full extra month’s 
salary. At a company picnic the Turkish 
co-owner openly declared he preferred 
working with the new union.

This is not just unethical – it’s illegal. 
Under both Türkiye’s criminal law and 
union law, employers cannot manipulate 
union membership or favour one union 
over another.

The workers aren’t backing down. Their 
protests continue. They’ve rallied outside 

the Danish Consulate in Istanbul. In Dikili, 
they hold banners in the fields. In Aarhus – 
Queen’s Danish hometown – young union-
ists and Turkish immigrants are raising 
awareness.

What started in a greenhouse in western 
Türkiye is going global. It’s striking a chord. 

These workers aren’t just fighting for a 
raise. They’re challenging a business model 
that puts image above integrity, flowers 
above fairness.

Look closer at that bouquet. What you 
don’t see is the 12-hour shift. The chemical 
burns. The union flyer tucked under a lunch-
box. The mother threatened at gunpoint for 
demanding decent work.

Flowers can be beautiful. Justice is what 
really makes them bloom.
Equal Times  

Turkish flower workers challenge  
a profits over people business model

On 10 July 2025, the heart 
of Caracas pulsed with the 
voices of thousands demand-
ing the return of Venezuelan 
children held in the United 
States. Mothers, grandmoth-
ers, and relatives of the 252 
Venezuelans detained in El 
Salvador marched through the 
capital, carrying signs embla-
zoned with the acronym ‘SOS’ 
and the faces of their missing 
loved ones.

The marchers, many of whom 
have not seen their children 
for months, accused the US 

government of forcibly separat-
ing families under the Trump 
administration’s renewed hardline 
immigration policy. According to 
testimonies gathered, these sep-
arations have left deep scars on 
Venezuelan families, with children 
placed in foster care or government 
custody while their parents were 
abruptly deported.

“They have once again commit-
ted the extremely serious offence of 
separating families and removing 
a minor from her emotional envi-
ronment and, in particular, from 
her biological mother,” declared 

a Venezuelan government state-
ment, denouncing what it calls 
the “kidnapping” of minors by US 
authorities.

At the forefront of the march, 
mothers and grandmothers held 
signs with the faces of their chil-
dren, demanding the US imme-
diately return every Venezuelan 
child being held. Many recounted 
to Telesur how they have been 
separated from their children for 
nearly six months, after being 
forced to sign deportation orders 
in the wake of Donald Trump’s 
return to the presidency.

Camilla Fabri, head of the 
Return to the Homeland Plan, 
reaffirmed the government’s 
commitment:

“Everyone will return, because 
love never gives up. Here there 
are mothers, a grandmother, and 
relatives who are fighting for their 
children, grandchildren, and other 
family members.”

Fabri reported that authorities 
have now documented 31 cases of 
Venezuelan children forcibly sep-
arated from their parents in the 
United States, each with its own 
harrowing story. The government 

is actively working to rescue every 
child and reunite families torn apart 
by IS policy.

Demonstrators and government 
officials expressed outrage at the 
silence of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
and other international bodies.“It’s 
incredible that the international 
organisation and some world lead-
ers haven’t spoken out. Why are 
they silent? What if it were your 
son?” Fabri asked, calling for global 
solidarity with the affected families.
Telesur  

Venezuela marches for release of children
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At least 10 Palestinians, 
including children, were 
killed by an Israeli attack in 
the early hours of 11 July while 
they were sheltering at the 
Halimah al-Saadiyah school 
in Jabalia, northern Gaza.

Many more were injured in 
Israel’s latest bombardment  of a 
shelter for displaced Palestinians.

Survivors of the brutal attack 
gave harrowing eyewitness accounts 
of the attacks to Qatar-based news 
outlet Al Jazeera.

Abu Haitham Khalla said: “I 
saw the whole area filled with dust 
– that’s when I realised the strike 
had hit this place.

“The panic, fear, and terror that 
swept through the school was over-
whelming. There were about 1,000 
displaced people sheltering here.

“So far, 10 people have been 
confirmed killed in addition to 
many injuries, all of them women 
and children.”

Ahmed Khalla said: “Children 

were torn apart and charred. 
Women who had done absolutely 
nothing. The scenes were horrific.”

He added: I saw a little girl 
without a head – literally without 
a head.”

The Israeli Defense Forces 
(IDF) has since described the attack 
as a “technical error”. 

UN official Philippe Lazza-
rini has described Gaza as “the 
graveyard of children and starving 
people.”

He wrote: “No way out. Their 
choice is between two deaths: star-
vation or being shot at – the most 
cruel and Machiavellian scheme to 
kill, in total impunity.”

Meanwhile, the UN has hit back 
after the United States slapped 
sanctions on UN special rapporteur 
Francesca Albanese.

Stephane Dujarric, spokesman 
for secretary-general António 
Guterres, branded the measure a 
dangerous precedent.

Member states are perfectly 

entitled to their views and to disa-
gree with the reports by the special 
rapporteurs, Dujarric said, “but we 
encourage them to engage with the 
UN human rights architecture,” 
adding: “The use of unilateral sanc-
tions against special rapporteurs, 
or any other UN expert or official, 
is unacceptable.”

Washington announced the 
sanctions against Albanese over 
her role in investigating alleged 
Israeli human rights violations 
against Palestinians. 

Albanese said the US action 
against her was “not a sign of power, 
it’s a sign of guilt.”

She added: “We need to reverse 
the tide and in order for it to 
happen, we need to stand united.

“They cannot silence us all. 
They cannot kill us all. They cannot 
fire us all.”
Morning Star  

China: Chinese scientists have fully constructed a Submicron- 
resolution Three-dimensional Atlas of the Mouse Brain 
(STAM Atlas), a major step forward in neurological research. 
As an adjustable visualisation of the entire mouse brain, the 
STAM Atlas consists of a dataset mapping and annotating 
916 brain regions. STAM Atlas sets a new benchmark for 
precision in brain mapping, allowing researchers to locate 
brain regions and even neurons involved in neurological dis-
orders such as Alzheimer’s. This precision enables more 
effective targeted therapies and interventions. The team has 
also aimed to democratise their research, developing a vis-
ualisation platform and cloud resources enabling research-
ers and the public to engage with the research results. 

USA: The National Education Association (NEA), the USA’s  
largest union, has voted to cut all ties with the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL). The decision, made by the NEA’s 
7,000-member Representative Assembly, marks a continua-
tion of the union’s opposition to Israel’s genocide in Gaza. 
The ADL has sought to utilise its reputation and its history of 
combatting antisemitism to launder Israel’s image and ruth-
lessly promote Israeli propaganda, using labels of antisemi-
tism to smear any criticism of the Zionist project. In addition 
to numerous Jewish groups across the US, the ADL’s cam-
paigns have also targeted teachers, resulting in doxxing and 
death threats as well as assaults on teachers’ labour rights. 
Part of the NEA’s resolution was a declaration that teachers 
“will not use, endorse, or publicise materials” published by 
the ADL, weakening one of the key strategies by which the 
ADL pushes for pro-Israel school curricula.

Cyprus: The Progressive Party of Working People (AKEL)  
and its youth wing, the United Democratic Youth Organi-
sation (EDON), have concluded hosting the 37th Pancypri-
an Youth and Students Festival. The annual event marks a 
celebration of Cyprian culture and its revolutionary spirit, as 
well as solidarity between progressive forces from all ethnic 
and linguistic backgrounds. The event is built upon the work 
of EDON volunteers and is a cornerstone of EDON’s strug-
gle. This year’s event saw an expansion of the festival due 
to rising attendance, as well as connections to international 
struggles. Banners for Palestine and the former Soviet Union 
joined those for AKEL and EDON. Representatives of youth 
organisations from fraternal communist and workers’ parties 
from countries including Portugal, Germany, Israel, and the 
USA were in attendance as part of the festival’s “Internation-
al City.” 

Cuba: Cuban officials and leaders from across Latin America 
have denounced new sanctions imposed upon Cuba by the 
US. The sanctions include travel bans on key Cuban offi-
cials, including President Miguel Díaz-Canel, as well as 
the proscription of eleven hotels as “prohibited accommo-
dations”, meaning persons under US jurisdiction are not 
allowed to lodge or pay for lodging there. Cuban Foreign 
Minister Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla denounced the sanctions 
as part of the “criminal economic siege” waged by the US 
against Cuba. He asserted that the US “does not have the 
capacity to break the will of this people”, stating that the 
sanctions’ worsening of social hardships, family separations, 
and migration pressures will only strengthen the Cuban 
resolve to continue sovereign development. 

Venezuela: The Venezuelan government has condemned 
new sanctions on Cuba as “hatred, sick obsession, and 
imperial arrogance” from the US and Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio, as well as “an expression of deep contempt 
for the free peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean.” 
President of Bolivia Luis Arce also condemned the sanc-
tions, stating that “North American imperialism is trying to 
give lessons in justice without any morals,” constituting “an 
affront to all the countries of our America.” 

Global Briefs
‘Horrific’ scenes as 
Israeli forces kill at 

least 10 Palestinians 
sheltering in  

a school

Nigeria’s foreign minister has said the United 
States is pressuring African countries to accept 
Venezuelan deportees, some straight out of 
prison, but Africa’s most populous country 
could not accommodate them due to its own 
problems.

President Donald Trump’s administration recently 
asked five African presidents visiting the White House 
to take in migrants from other countries when deported 
by the US, two officials familiar with the discussions 
told Reuters.

Yusuf Tuggar, the Nigerian foreign minister, 
told local Channels TV late that Nigeria could not 
accept that.

“You have to also bear in mind that the US is 
mounting considerable pressure on African coun-
tries to accept Venezuelans to be deported from the 
US, some straight out of prison,” he said from Brazil 
where he was at a BRICS summit.

“It will be difficult for a country like Nigeria to 
accept Venezuelan prisoners into Nigeria. We have 

enough problems of our own,” noting his nation’s 
230-million strong population.

The White House did not respond to requests 
for comment.

Since returning to office in January, Trump has 
been pressing to speed up deportations, including 
by sending migrants to third countries when there 
are problems or delays over sending them to their 
home nations.

Recently he hosted the presidents of Liberia, 
Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and Gabon at 
the White House. According to a US and a Liberian 
official, he presented the plan for African countries 
to take in migrants from other countries when they 
are deported by the US. 

The Wall Street Journal reported that an internal 
State Department document sent to the African gov-
ernments before the meeting called on them to agree 
to the “dignified, safe, and timely transfer from the 
United States” of third country nationals.
polity.org.za  

Nigeria resists  
US pressure on deportees
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On 5 June, Israeli prime min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
acknowledged that his admin-
istration had been working 
with “clans in Gaza.” What 
exactly does this mean? Well, 
two Israeli officials elaborated 
on this to the New York Times, 
telling the paper that Israel 
had been providing weap-
ons to Yasser Abu Shabab, 
a militia leader in southern 
Gaza. Abu Shabab presents 
his group as an opposing 
force to Hamas, and says it is 
protecting aid trucks. Within 
Gaza, however, it is widely 
known that the gang does 
quite the opposite, looting 
trucks and intimidating locals 
(Abu Shabab told interviewers 
that he took only enough aid to 
feed himself and his family).

One cannot analyse the phe-
nomenon of Abu Shabab without 
considering Israel’s stated goals 
in its current war: dismantle the 
capabilities of the Palestinian 
resistance, end Hamas’s rule, and 
recover the hostages. Achieving 
these goals necessarily involves 
thinking about the day after the 
war. Netanyahu has made clear that 
postwar Gaza would not be “Fata-
histan” or “Hamastan,” as well as 
signalling his absolute rejection of 
returning the Palestinian Authority 
to govern the strip. Israel did not 
wage this war to unify Palestinian 
territories under one authority. On 
the contrary, for more than 18 years, 
political division within Palestine 
has been cultivated by Israel, which 
has always adopted a hardline 
stance against any form of Pales-
tinian political rapprochement.

PARTNERS IN CRIME
Netanyahu has repeatedly said 

that maintaining Palestinian politi-
cal division serves Israel’s interests. 
He even used Mossad to transfer 
funds from Qatar into Gaza to 
support Hamas’s rule and sustain 
the split between Hamas and other 
Palestinian political groups. This 
division served as Israel’s main 
excuse for avoiding peace commit-
ments since the start of the second 
intifada in 2000, as Israeli society 
shifted sharply to the right.

From the outset, Israel’s 
approach during this war has been 
aimed at dismantling Palestinian 
social and political structures, turn-
ing Gazan society into fragmented 
groups fighting for survival. Conse-
quently, Israeli strikes have focused 
heavily on government buildings, 
especially those of the Palestinian 
security forces, judicial buildings, 
and the Palestinian civil police.

Israel’s actions have driven 

Gaza into a humanitarian crisis, 
using starvation weapons and siege, 
restricting aid entry to further its 
goal of breaking Palestinian society 
and destroying its internal social 
peace. By stripping Palestinian 
victims of their humanity, Israel 
forced Gazans into survivalist 
factions vying for aid distribution 
– leading, inevitably, to societal 
collapse.

Early in the war, Israel sought 
alternative bodies with which to 
interact in Gaza and the West 
Bank separate from Hamas in Gaza 
City or the Palestinian Authority 
in Ramallah. In Gaza, Israel has 
turned to clans and community 
elders (mukhtars) to receive and 
distribute aid. But this has failed: 
families across Gaza have largely 
rejected Israel’s overtures, seeing 
them as a ploy to shape a postwar 
Gaza under Israeli-aligned local 
leadership.

Israel found a solution as loot-
ing of aid grew, especially after the 
occupation of Rafah in May 2024 
and the closing of the Rafah border 
crossing. With Israel controlling all 
aid, goods and individuals entering 
Gaza through opaque mechanisms, 
aid theft spiked along the Kerem 

Shalom corridor. This made it nec-
essary to hire private companies to 
secure shipments. As Israel targeted 
the Palestinian civil police, private 
groups emerged to secure aid and 
deliveries for hefty sums.

A TROUBLED 
LEADER

In the initial months after 
7 October, Yasser Abu Shabab 
emerged as a non-Hamas interme-
diary for Israel, taking responsibility 
for securing aid and controlling its 
path from the border to storage 
sites. Many humanitarian and relief 
agencies began cooperating with his 
group to transport aid safely and 
protect it from looting.

Then things took a political 
turn: Abu Shabab and his group 
began defining themselves more 
nobly as a local anti-Hamas move-
ment, claiming they aimed to 
“liberate the people” from Hamas 
rule. They announced the creation 
of the Public Service Force for 
Combating Terrorism, or simply 
Popular Forces.

From the start, Abu Shabab 
claimed he represented a legitimate 
Palestinian authority. But the PA’s 
security spokesperson denied any 
link between Abu Shabab and the 
PA – removing any legitimacy he 
might claim. His own tribe, the 
Tarabin, also publicly disowned 
him, removing the family protection 
he initially relied on.

All the information we have 
indicates that Abu Shabab and his 
group have roots in drug smuggling, 
and most – including Abu Shabab 
himself – were imprisoned by 
Hamas before the war. They oper-
ate in areas east of Rafah – border 
zones under Israeli oversight – and 
it later became clear they enjoy 
Israeli support. Now Netanyahu has 
admitted to providing “support” to 
this group as part of Israel’s strategy 
to bolster anti-Hamas Palestinian 
entities, preparing Israel to openly 
confront Hamas, end its rule, and 

present itself as the saviour of 
Gazans.

PARTNERS IN CRIME
This strategy is not new in the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It’s 
an extension of Israel’s long-held 
divide-and-rule strategy. Early 
on, Israel funded and otherwise 
encouraged Palestinian local groups 
aligned with its colonial policies: in 
the late 1970s, it established and 
funded “village leagues” to coun-
ter the influence of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation in Pales-
tinian society, supporting mukhtars 
and families that cooperated. The 
experiment failed.

Also in the 1970s, Israel created 
Al-Dahiniya village, a Bedouin 
village protected by the Israeli 
administration and dismantled 
only in 2005. Another example 
is the South Lebanon Army, led 
by Antoine Lahad after the 1982 
invasion, which cooperated with 
Israel to create a buffer between 
Lebanese and Palestinian resistance 
and Israeli forces – until Israel’s 
withdrawal from southern Leba-
non in 2000.

Israel’s long history of support-
ing and even creating Palestinian 
bodies it recognises – entities 
assisting in democratic representa-
tion, civil policing, or intelligence 
cooperation – is the backdrop to 
Netanyahu’s latest admission about 
Abu Shabab. The aim is, and has 
always been, to weaken Palestinian 
civil society.

Specifically, Netanyahu’s goals 
in supporting militias such as Abu 
Shabab’s are clear: to reduce Israeli 
military casualties by using local 
proxies to challenge Hamas; to 
drag the strip into prolonged intra-
Gazan violence; to reshape Gaza’s 
political-security landscape; and 
to produce local leaders Israel can 
leverage later.

Israeli support for Abu Shabab’s 
group continues a century-old 
history of building locally-sanc-
tioned Palestinian bodies under 

humanitarian or rights pretexts 
while serving immediate tactical 
ends. The difference now is the dire 
humanitarian conditions in Gaza 
that make resistance to Israel’s 
manipulation harder – unlike in 
previous periods, when Palestinians 
more actively opposed Israeli-en-
gineered local bodies.

THE DAY AFTER  
THE WAR

Nor can this move be isolated 
from the regional conflict with Iran, 
fought through proxy wars. Since 
Israel views Hamas as an arm of 
Iran, creating local entities that 
break Hamas’s monopoly and gain 
community legitimacy through aid 
distribution also weakens Iran’s 
influence in Gaza. In Israel’s eyes, 
this is a local tactical-strategic 
method to pressure Iran and its 
proxies – building local influence 
while targeting the Iranian network 
regionally.

The Abu Shabab militia cannot 
be understood separately from Isra-
el’s plan for the day after the war. 
Israel is rushing to establish new 
facts on the ground, turning food 
and medicine from humanitarian 
rescue tools into political levers 
to reshape Gaza to its own spec-
ifications. Israel seeks to exploit 
Palestinian internal failures and 
political fragmentation to advance 
its policies, presenting Abu Shabab’s 
militia as local heroes in an envi-
ronment where humanitarian 
action has become politicised and 
exploited. Aid distribution through 
this group is not only a military 
tactic but a political investment 
cloaked as humanitarianism – a 
relief system based on loyalty and 
strength, rather than need.
Dr Talal Abu Rukba is a researcher 
and political analyst specialising in 
conflict and democracy.
Novara Media  
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On 24 June the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), Communist Party of India, Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) Lib-
eration, Revolutionary Socialist Party and 
All India Forward Bloc issued a joint press 
statement fully supporting the 9 July 2025 
Bharat Bandh (nationwide strike). The strike 
was arranged by the ten Central Trade Unions 
(CTUs) and independent all-India sectoral 
federations and associations that comprise 
the Joint Platform of Trade Unions. 

India’s central and state governments are attack-
ing the working class. The general strike was against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s new Labour Codes, 
which are a key part of the corporate agenda aimed 
at severely curtailing the basic democratic rights of 
workers, including the right to organise and under-
take collective action. The unions stand against the 
amendments to the twenty-nine labour laws and the 
four labour codes and the privatisation of public 
sector enterprises. Unions want the Old Pension 
Scheme restored and a national minimum wage 
of INR 26,000 (AUD $461) with a regular revision 
every five years. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) led government 
is implementing a neoliberal agenda of contractual-
isation, and the privatisation of PSU. Congress MP 
Singh Surjewala and AICC general secretary in charge 
of Karnataka, Jairam Randeep, said 53 per cent of 
Indian workforce has no social security. Eighty per 
cent of India’s workforce is in the informal sector, 
while 60 per cent do not have a written contract. At 
the state level, he Andhra Pradesh state government 
amended the law to increase the working day to ten 
hours, diluting hard-won workers’ democratic rights. 
At a time of rising cost of living and stagnant wages this 
has led to massive discontent among the working class. 

Solidarity actions by the peasantry have united 
workers in the face of attempts to divide the movement. 

The trade unions’ demands reflect the concerns of 
peasants, agricultural workers, and the general public. 
The Samyukta Kisan Morcha agricultural workers’ 
organisations supported the general strike. Union 
leaders addressed a workers’ rally in New Delhi, 
saying power, mines, minerals, coal, ports, and public 
transport were impacted by the strike. 

Amarjeet Kaur from All India Trade Union Con-
gress said that over 250 million workers and farmers 
took part in the strike to protest across the country. 
Sanjay Vadhavkar, IndustriALL executive committee 
member and general secretary of the Steel, Metal, 
and Engineering Workers’ Federation of India, said: 
“Today’s successful strike reflects that the working 
class in India is totally against the anti-worker and 
anti-people policies of the present government. 
Workers will continue to fight ... trade unions in the 
country stand united and we will carry on the struggle 
to defend workers’ rights.”

Workers in banking, postal, coal mining, fac-
tories, state transport services joined the Bharat 
Bandh. In West Bengal, including Kolkata, workers 
blocked railway tracks at Jadavpur railway station. 
Odisha members of the Khordha District unit of the 
Centre of Indian Trade Unions blocked the national 
highway at Bhubaneswar. The Rashtriya Janata 
Dal students’ wing blocked the Jehanabad railway 
station in Bihar. 

 The Politbureau of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) congratulated the working class on the 
success of the strike. “Reports show that the police 
resorted to lathi charges and attempts were made to 
intimidate workers from participating in the general 
strike. Braving all such attacks, the strike was held 
successfully. Kisan, agricultural workers and vari-
ous sections of the people too joined the workers in 
solidarity and held protest demonstrations.” CPI (M) 
supporters marched in processions, blocked roads 
and railways. Workers bearing Communist flags were 
seen in marches and demonstrations, protecting the 
rights of India’s working class.  

Inflammatory (remarks)
Just as ‘controversial’ is often used as part of a beat-up, to try to 
make something controversial, ‘inflammatory’ is often a plea by a 
rage-based media outlet for readers to become inflamed about a 
topic, something that’s often just between the ears of whoever’s 
using it as a slur. For Rupert Murdoch’s ‘The Australian,’ “inflam-
matory remark” means that after poring through a public figure’s 
social media like a demented stalker, a journalist has found some-
thing they reckon they can make NewsCorp readers angry about.

Sustained (injuries)
This one of a legion of weasel words that helps out when a jour-
nalist doesn’t want to say who attacked who. What happened to 
former Greens candidate Hannah Thomas at a protest in Syd-
ney was that someone ‘allegedly’ belted her. It’s common to put 
‘allegedly’ before the verb, in case you get in legal trouble. Cer-
tainly the widely-circulated picture of Thomas with a wounded eye 
doesn’t leave much doubt. One paper said that she “sustained” 
an injury – true as far as it goes, but over-formal and making it 
seem like it might have been Thomas’ fault.

Viewed as
Why anyone would want to spare Donald Trump’s feelings is 
beyond us. We’re not even sure that he has feelings to spare, but 
that’s what one cautious headline-writer did when Trump used an 
antisemitic slur at a rally. Trump described unscrupulous bank-
ers as “shylocks.” He may not know, and almost certainly doesn’t 
care that ‘Shylock’ is the name of a character in a Shakespeare 
play, but the US President would certainly know that ‘Shylock’ is 
an anti-semitic term. It’s “viewed as” antisemitic in the same way 
that the Pope is viewed as Catholic.

Tight
Bankers love using very physical terms to describe their 
not-so-physical job. Reserve Bank of Australia governor Michele 
Bullock has kept interest rates as they are instead of reducing 
them as widely expected. One of the reasons Bullock gave for 
the decision was that employment is still “tight.” What this really 
means is that not enough people are unemployed for the Bull-
ock’s liking. If you’ve got work and you’re liking it, don’t worry. The 
Reserve Bank of Australia is trying to fix that.

Ambitious
This word is used weasellishly when someone wants a lot of hor-
rible stuff and the writer would like to approve of it without being 
accountable for that approval. The ABC has reported that Jillian 
Segal, Albanese’s “special envoy to tackle hatred against Jewish 
people” has released a report the ABC described as “ambitious.” 
It’s kind of accurate, and certainly there’s a lot of ambit in the 
report – probably Segal will happily settle for only half the one-
eyed pro-genocide totalitarianism she’s asking for. 

Shrill
It’s always bad to do things in a ‘shrill’ way. This paper has a lot 
to say about Jillian Segal’s proposals to put herself in charge 
of policing the media and universities to make sure that they’re 
pro-Israel enough (see ‘Antisemitism’ this issue). Terms like 
‘totalitarian’ and ‘one-eyed’ come to mind. For Nine hack Chip 
le Grand, Segal’s plans are a test – if you’re against the idea of 
Segal defunding your uni if she doesn’t like the protest there, 
you’re guilty of “shrill opposition,” instead of more thoughtful-
ly agreeing with Segal’s worldview the way le Grand does. He 
doesn’t say what non-shrill opposition to Segal’s Israel-right-or-
wrong worldview would sound like. 

Rancorous 
The Group of Eight vice-chancellors representing our most 
high-profile universities say they’re responding to a Senate 
inquiry into “rancorous protests about the Gaza war”.  This word 
is weaselly because of implied context – as though protests 
about an ongoing genocidal attack which has killed thousands of 
civilians had the option of being quiet and decorous, but went the 
noisy route instead.

India’s Communist 
parties support 250 
million-strong strike

Melbourne ALDI protest, see page 6

Subscription to  The Guardian
 12 months: $150 (solidarity price)   12 months: $100 (concession)
 6 months: $100 (solidarity price)   6 months: $75 (concession)
 Special offer : 10 issues for $20 (new subscriptions only)

NAME:	 ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________POSTCODE:____________

Pay by   Cheque  Money order  (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
Phone on 02 9699 8844  or  info@cpa.org.au  or  send to:  
Guardian Subscriptions, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
or by credit card:  Mastercard  Visa  *$20 minimum on cards
Card #  _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _
Amount: ________ Expiry Date: ____/____ Date: ________
Signature:________________________________________

Guardian
Editorial Office 

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833 

Email: guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: 
Floyd Kermode

Published by 
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd 

74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, NSW, 2010

Printed by 
Spot Newspapers Pty Ltd 

26 Hume Hwy, 
Chullora, NSW, 2190

Responsibility for electoral comment 
is taken by T Pearson, 

74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, 2010



16   21 July 2025� Guardian

Ana Vracar

Only weeks after the crew of the boat 
Madleen was intercepted and abducted 
in international waters by Israeli occu-
pation forces, the Freedom Flotilla 
coalition is preparing to set sail again. 

The Handala, carrying essential sup-
plies including food and medicines, began 
its voyage from Italy 13 July, with 18 crew 
members on board, including trade union-
ists and parliamentarians such as US labour 
organiser Chris Smalls, French MEP Emma 
Fourreau, and MP Gabrielle Cathala.

BREAKING THE SIEGE  
FOR GAZA’S CHILDREN
Michele Borgia, spokesperson for Free-

dom Flotilla Italy, told People’s Dispatch that 
beyond the flotilla’s consistent message of 
solidarity with the Palestinian people under 
siege, this mission has an additional focus: the 
children of Gaza. Thousands of Palestinian 
children, including babies, have been killed 
in Israel’s ongoing attacks, Borgia warned. 
The ship’s cargo includes baby formula. The 
name of the ship, Handala, is a reference to 
the cartoon character who turns his back on 
the world in protest until Palestine is free.

Since Israel broke the ceasefire in March 
and imposed a blockade on all humanitarian 
aid to Gaza, children have starved as formula 
and food remain out of reach, Borgia contin-
ues. “There are also many reports of children 
and parents being targeted while waiting in 
line for aid, specifically baby formula.”

When announcing the mission, Freedom 
Flotilla wrote: “The children of Gaza – who 
make up over half the population – have been 
living under a brutal blockade and siege for 
their entire lives. Since October 2023, over 
50,000 have been killed or injured, tens of 
thousands orphaned and nearly a million 
forcibly displaced and homeless. All now 
face famine, disease and trauma few of us 
can imagine. This mission is for them.”

The specific link to Gaza’s children has 
also prompted a call to action for southern 
Italy. Puglia was the first region in the country 
to officially support severing ties with Israel. 
Now, children from Puglia have been invited 
to send drawings to children in Gaza. These 

will be carried aboard the Handala as an 
additional message of solidarity.

THE HANDALA’S 
POLITICAL MESSAGE

Borgia says that the supplies on board 
the Flotilla’s ships are far from enough to 
meet the needs of the people in Gaza after 
months of blockade. “Critics, including Israel, 
never miss the chance to point out that we’re 
carrying so little, asking what good it can 
do,” he said. “But they fail to mention that, 
for example, last year, when we organised 
the delivery of thousands of tons of essential 
supplies, those shipments were blocked too.”

The mission of the Handala, like that 
of the Madleen and earlier voyages, goes 
beyond delivering material aid, he adds – it 
is, in many ways, a political statement. “For 
years, Israel has undermined Palestinians’ 
ability to fish or farm,” Borgia said. “This 
has forced Palestinians in Gaza into com-
plete dependency on aid, with devastating 
consequences for their sense of dignity and 
self-sufficiency.”

In this context, as governments remain 
silent in the face of Israel’s genocide, ongo-
ing occupation and other crimes, Freedom 
Flotilla aims to break the silence. “Where 
governments fail, we, the people, are there 
to act,” Borgia emphasised.

Freedom Flotilla Italy has taken an 
important role in organising the Handa-
la’s departure, co-ordinating aspects of 
technical and logistical preparations. The 
chapter draws links to Palestine solidarity 
mobilisations in the early 2000s, including 
the work of journalist and activist Vittorio 
Arrigoni, who joined a mission that success-
fully reached Gaza. 

“Ever since then, Israel has cracked 
down on similar missions,” Borgia noted, 
referencing the violent obstruction of recent 
sailings, including the Madleen.

Many of the Freedom Flotilla’s crew mem-
bers are still from Europe and North America. 
“Israel tends to hesitate a bit more before 
attacking international activists,” Borgia 
said. But as the world witnessed with the 
Madleen, even that doesn’t stop them from 
kidnapping crews from international waters 
and subjecting them to abuse. Meanwhile, 

governments from which the activists orig-
inate largely remain silent, including Italy, 
Borgia says. “Our ministers shake hands 
with ICC suspect Netanyahu, but they say 
nothing about Palestine.”

UNIONISTS ON BOARD
He also pointed out that Italian compa-

nies like defence giant Leonardo continue 
arms exports to Israel, despite constitutional 
prohibitions. Others taking part in the mis-
sion have echoed similar critiques. US union 
leader Smalls announced his participation in 
the Handala mission together with an appeal 
for an end to US support for Israel. “It’s not 
just the government,” he wrote. “Our own 
American labour union organisations that are 
supposed to fight for justice are complicit.”

In his statement, Smalls denounced 
the silence of some major US unions on the 
genocide in Gaza and urged them to listen 
to their members. “The killing of innocent 
people does not go beyond the scope of 

labour,” Smalls said on social media. “I am 
calling on American labour to take a stand: 
shut down all arms shipments to Israel, pass 
ceasefire resolutions immediately, and get 
on the right side of history. We will not be 
intimidated. We will not be silent.”

Across Europe, trade unions are increas-
ingly endorsing pro-Palestinian resolutions 
under pressure from their rank and file. In 
many ways, this mirrors the experience of the 
Freedom Flotilla that Borgia describes: strong 
grassroots support and growing engagement 
from communities, met with indifference or 
hostility from the political class. 

“But that hasn’t stopped us,” he said. 
“Many of our core organisers are Palestin-
ian, and when we talk to people in Palestine, 
they always urge us to keep speaking out.”

As the Handala prepares to set sail, its 
crew is determined to keep the focus on 
Gaza. More ships are being prepared to do 
the same.
Peoplesdispatch.org  

Freedom Flotilla sails again  
after Israeli kidnapping
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Israeli-Palestinian Knesset 
member Ayman Odeh accused 
Netanyahu’s regime on of 
waging a war of annihila-
tion against the Palestinian 
people and of carrying out a 
dangerous and undemocratic 
process to remove him from 
office.

In an article for Haaretz news-
paper, Odeh denounced the way 
that the government has abandoned 
even the bare minimum of morality, 
naming Minister of National Secu-
rity Itamar Ben-Gvir and Minister 

of Finance Bezalel Smotrich as the 
main instigators of the genocide 
in Gaza. Odeh pointed out that 
the goal of the Zionist entity is not 
Israel’s security, but vengeance, 
destruction, domination, and occu-
pation of Palestine.

The Knesset plenum must 
vote with a majority of 90 out of 
120 members for the expulsion 
to proceed. The impeachment 
proceedings against Odeh were 
initiated following a message he 
posted on 19 January, the day a 
ceasefire in Gaza took effect, in 

which he celebrated the prisoner 
exchange on both sides.

“From here, we must free both 
peoples from the yoke of occupa-
tion. We were all born free,” the 
politician wrote on social media 
during the truce, which Israel broke 
with renewed bombings, killing 
over 400 Gazans in a single night 
less than two months later.

Settler activist from the far-
right Likud party, Avichay Boaron, 
who initiated the process against 
Odeh, argued in January that 
equating Israeli “hostages” with 

“Palestinian terrorists,” as well 
as calling to “lift the weight of 
occupation,” was legitimising and 
inciting violence.

In his article, Odeh, who is also 
the leader of the predominantly 
Arab Hadash-Ta’al party, accused 
Israeli media of failing to cover 
the impeachment process with 
due professionalism, as well as 
ignoring the horrors of the war in 
Gaza, which he listed as including 
the suffering of children, famine, 
and destruction (editor’s note: on 
13 July an Israeli airstrike killed 

ten people, six of them children in 
what the IDF called a “technical 
error”).

Just before what could be his 
last day as a member of the Israeli 
parliament, he also criticised the 
passivity of the international com-
munity, as well as US President 
Donald Trump and his predeces-
sors, whom he said legitimised 
the war of annihilation in the 
Gaza Strip and the rise of fascism 
in Israel.
Telesur  

Israel’s ‘war of annihilation’

We will not be intimidated.  
We will not be silent.

https://www.peoplesdispatch.org./
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