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palestinian
Statehood NO

« RECOGNISE Palestine as an independent sovereign state

« STOP demonising and criminalising Palestine solidarity actions
and statements

« STOP equating Palestinian solidarity and criticism of Israel with
antisemitism

« SANCTION all Israeli leaders and military personnel
responsible for war crimes

« GIVE unequivocal support to the South African government’s
charges of genocide and findings on Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu

« IMPOSE a comprehensive two-ways arms embargo on Israel
« IMPOSE a comprehensive embargo on all trade with Israel

« EXPEL Israeli diplomats from Australia and withdraw Australia’s
diplomats from Israel

« CLOSE Australia’s embassy in Israel

« DEMAND Israel withdraw from all occupied territories and
dismantle the lllegal West Bank settlements

« FIGHT for a lasting peace in all international forums

The above is the minimum the Albanese government must do. The government is obligated
under international law to take action to stop the Israeli Zionist regime’s genocide and ethnic
cleansing of more than two million Palestinians in the territory illegally occupied by Israel. The
death and suffering must end. Words are meaningless unless accompanied by serious action.
(more on page 3)
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Tariffic

US President Donald Trump loves tariffs. He’s
called ‘tariff’ his favourite word. He also loves bul-
lying. In tariffs, he thinks he’s found the perfect way
to bully nations. The idea is super-simple: if another
country doesn’t give the US what it wants, Trump
can threaten to put a tariff on that nation’s products.
Because they want to keep selling to the US market,
they’ll give him what he wants, whether it’s buying
more US products or, as in the case of Brazil, not
prosecuting a Trump-like former president.

Australia seems to have caved in on meat,
dropping restrictions on some US meat products.
Specifically, we no longer ban meat the US has
imported from Canada and Mexico before processing
and re-exporting. Typically, Trump falsely claimed
that Australia had banned all US meat imports.
Also typically, Trump is claiming the decision as a
massive victory, a vindication of his tariff-everyone
strategy, and a warning to other nations that don’t
toe the line.

Does this matter? In one way, it doesn’t. Aus-
tralia meat is better and mostly cheaper than the
US version, and it’s very unlikely that Australia will
become a major market for US beef. As far as our
meat industry goes, it’s not the end of the world.

In a wider sense, this really matters. It gives
encourages Trump in two ways, both bad. Firstly,
Trump is a bully. Giving him what he wants on this
issue could well encourage him to keep asking. He
might turn his attention to pharmaceuticals next.
The Albanese government has staked a lot on not
abandoning the PBS scheme that keeps medicine
affordable for thousands of Australians, but there
are all sorts of other harms it could do in trying to
buy off Trump again. It’s not a good idea to reward
thuggish behaviour, but that’s what it looks like the
Labor government has done. Certainly that’s how
Trump sees it.

It also matters because giving way on this
encourages to think that tariff bullying is a viable
strategy. Every country that gives Trump something
in response to tariff bullying encourages him to keep
doing it. That would be bad for world trade in general
(it already has been), and bad for Australia, a nation
that depends on trade. Trump’s tariffs approach is
the polar opposite of the Chinese philosophy of a
“shared future.”

A still wider issue is the entitlement that lead to
this problem in the first place. The USA is ruled by
an entitled ‘exceptionalist’ mentality. US politicians
long before Trump have been treating their nation
as uniquely entitled to push the rest of the world
around. Madeleine Albright, the US’ first female
Secretary of State in the Clinton administration
described her country as “indispensable.” That’s
the background to Trump’s behaviour. Trump is in
many ways the USA with the mask-off, not a total
aberration.

Don Farrell, Australia’s Trade Minister, said this
about the tariffs: “We have to pursue our national
interest, and our national interest is the removal
of all of those tariffs.”

It’s definitely in our national interest for the US
to not slap tariffs on our products, but it’s not cru-
cial. It is not in our national interest to do whatever
Washington wants.

There’s an alternative to giving way on tariffs
and trying to get gratitude from a US President who
never shows any. We could stand up for ourselves,
not bow to the threats, and instead seek relations
with other countries who are more reliable. This
country could be genuinely independent. That’s the
Communist Party of Australia’s policy.
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Congress Appeal

From 27 Feb to 1 March 2026,
elected delegates representing
Communist Party organisa-
tions from all over Australia
will gather in Melbourne for
the 15th National Congress
of the Party. There will be an
opening on the Friday night,
27 February, to which all
Guardian readers, their fam-
ilies and friends are invited.
(Details will be provided in a
future issue of the Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will
discuss the work of the Party, make
any amendments to and adopt a
Political Resolution. In the lead-up
to the Congress, Party members
are discussing and submitting
amendments to the draft Political

Direct credit details

BSB 062006
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or use the QR code.

Include “Congress Appeal” with
transaction. If you want to be

acknowledged in the Guardian
give name as it should appear.

Resolution. In January 2026 the
Central Committee will consider
these amendments and finalise the
draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Cen-
tral Committee to lead the work of
the Party until the next National
Congress. As the highest body of
the Party, it can also amend the
Party’s Program and Constitution
and adopt other resolutions as its
delegates may determine.

The CPA has launched a Spe-
cial Appeal to help defray the costs
associated with holding a National
Congress. These are considerable
with delegates coming from as far
away as Perth, the printing of doc-
uments, etc.

We are appealing to Party

members and organisations and
all friends and supporters of the
Party and Guardian readers to
help fulfil our $10,000 target as
soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the
form below or write your details on
a separate piece of paper to send
with your contribution. Payment by
credit card can also be phoned in
on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct
credit details.

All contributions will be
acknowledged in the Guardian,
with the names of contributors
unless otherwise requested. We
look forward to your support for
this important occasion. &

Card Number

15th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal

| enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash
for that amount (made out to “CPA”).

For Credit Card payments fill out the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20 o Visa o Mastercard

Nameonthecard ....................
Signature: ........cccoovieiiiienenen,

Expiry Date /

| agree/disagree to having my name published in the Guardian
in acknowledgement of my contribution.

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

The Jewish Council

Quotes of the Week

“This is not a temporary crisis, but a deliberate long-term policy
designed to humiliate and kill slowly.”

Refaat Ibrahim in Gaza (Pearls and Irritations)

“The Special Envoy’s Trumpian plan to stifle criticism of Israel
has fuelled social division and has been roundly criticised for
its democratic encroachment. We have been advocating in the
media and at all levels of government for the rejection of this
weaponisation of Jewish identity. This plan only harms the real
fight against antisemitism and racism.”

‘Broken system’ - university
boards’ ‘toxic’ governance

A damning new report has exposed dysfunc- + 71% were not permitted to report back to staff,

tion, secrecy, and intimidation within uni-

despite being elected to represent them

versity governing bodies, adding to growing -« 90% said agendas and minutes were not publicly

pressure on the federal government to reform

available

how public universities are run. « Only 19% were confident in their board’s ability

The National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU)

to address governance issues

report shows staff on governing bodies experiencing « 57% did not believe their contributions had a

a toxic culture that shuts out dissent, tolerates bul-
lying, and fails even basic standards of transparency.
“This report confirms what staff have been saying

genuine impact on decisions reached by their
governing bodies, with the majority feeling
decisions were pre-determined

for years — university governance is completely broken,” « Several said union membership led to

said NTEU National President Dr Alison Barnes.
“Decisions are being made behind closed doors
by people with no connection to the daily realities of

staff or students.”

The report, based on a survey of staff representa-
tives serving on university senates and councils, found:

discrimination or exclusion within their boards
Dr Barnes said the failures in the report reflect a
broken system that has enabled insecure work, wage

theft, and executive excess to flourish while ignoring

« 59% described the culture as very negative,
with some describing it as toxic and reporting
bullying, intimidation, and exclusion

the voices of staff and students.
National Tertiary Education Union &


https://johnmenadue.com/authors/refaat-ibrahim/
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Official Statement

The Palestinian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates warmly wel-
comes the decision of His Excellency
Emmanuel Macron, President of
France, to recognise the State of Pales-
tine as an expression of commitment
to international law, embarking on a
political pathway to resolve the con-
flict on the basis of implementing the
two-state solution, in accordance with
relevant United Nations’ resolutions
and achieving a lasting peace in the
region and around the world.

The Palestinian Foreign Ministry
expresses its gratitude and appreciation
to His Excellency President Macron and to
the government and people of the friendly
Republic of France for this historic deci-
sion, which President Macron affirmed
in his response to the letter of His Excel-
lency President Mahmoud Abbas and its
contents.

The Palestinian Foreign Ministry calls
on countries that have not yet recognised
the State of Palestine to initiate such rec-
ognition, and calls on all countries of the

world to actively and effectively participate
in the upcoming UN conference to be held
in New York from 28-29 July, and to take
concrete measures to salvage the two-
state solution and prospects for achieving
a lasting peace.

The Palestinian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs considers this decision a victory for
Palestinian diplomacy, led by His Excellency
President Mahmoud Abbas, and the efforts
of brotherly Arab states in supporting the
just and legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people, especially the tremendous efforts
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initiated by the brotherly Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia towards achieving worldwide rec-
ognition of the State of Palestine.

In this pivotal moment, the General Del-
egation of Palestine in Canberra calls upon
the governments of Australia and Aotearoa
New Zealand to join global consensus and
immediately recognize the State of Palestine
in order to salvage the two-state solution
and prospects for peace in the region.

M Santos

Between early March and
mid-May, for 80 consecutive
days, Israel prevented any
aid entering the Gaza Strip,
in a calculated move to push
the population to the point
of famine.

Director-General of the World
Health Organization, Dr Tedros
Ghebreyesus says that since then
“food deliveries have resumed
intermittently, but remain far below
what is needed for the survival of
the population.”

Between 27 May and 21 July,
over 1,000 people in Gaza were
killed while trying to access food.

The death toll continues to rise
as the bombings and shootings of
civilians continue. Gaza’s Health
Ministry reports more than 54,000
deaths.

But as Ralph Nader has said
“Nobody in the academic commu-
nity, UN, and international relief
world believes this low number.
Unofficial estimates range from
250,000 to 500,000 deaths. Most
of these groups readily agree that
almost all the survivors — of the
deadly bombardments of civilians
and their homes, markets, hospitals,
and food, fuel and other emergency
infrastructures, such as destroyed
water mains and electric circuits —
are either sick, injured, near death,
and starving.”

Israel expelled UN aid agency
UNRWA from Gaza and replaced it
in May 2025 with the Gaza Humani-
tarian Foundation (GHF) — a US-Is-
raeli-run bogus aid organisation
offering minimal amounts of food
at distribution points, with Israeli
troops shooting starving civilians
turning up in the hope of getting
something to eat.

“The crimes against humanity,
the war crimes and the different
forms of the crime of genocide
currently being perpetrated in the
Gaza Strip are serving to destroy the
edifice of international law estab-
lished in the wake of the Holocaust
of World War I1,” Paul Gregoire of
Sydney Criminal Lawyers writes.

Gregoire argues that in addition
to the human rights abuses com-
mitted against Palestinians in “a
systematic campaign of dehuman-
isation” international law is being
torn down so that “in all coming
conflicts for the foreseeable future
the bombing of hospitals and killing
of civilians and journalists will be
the norm.”

‘Gaza is starving’

Gideon Levy writing for the
Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, reports:

“Preparations for the first Israeli
concentration camp are in full
swing. Systematic destruction is
proceeding throughout the enclave
so that there is nowhere to return to
other than the concentration camp.”

FAMINE

“This hunger is not a natu-
ral consequence of war. It is a
calculated tool within a military
framework. Food is deliberately
blocked. Water is cut off. Elec-
tricity is denied. Aid trucks are
bombed. Bakeries are targeted.
Those approaching aid convoys
are shot at,” notes Refaat Ibrahim
editor and creator of The Resistant
Palestinian Pens website.

“This famine is not a side effect.
It is a direct objective, the quietest
and deadliest of weapons. Has Israel
succeeded in engineering famine
methodically? Has it succeeded in
silencing the world’s conscience or
muting it into a passive observer?
Sadly, the answer is yes.”

Ibrahim says that the Israeli
military establishment has treated
Gaza’s civilians “as if they fall out-
side the category of human beings.
This dehumanisation made it pos-
sible, politically and in the media,
to justify the unjustifiable: mass
killing, bombing hospitals, burning
tents, and starving children.

“Israel has succeeded in selling
its narrative globally: the people of
Gaza are terrorists, unworthy of life,
and everything happening to them
is a matter of ‘security necessity.””

“In a surreal twist, the United
States and Israel established a
so-called humanitarian aid centre
in northern Gaza, allegedly to pro-
vide relief.

“But that centre, which should
have been a lifeline, became a mass
death trap.

“That centre did not distribute
food. It distributed death.”

“Famine is not just hunger, it is
a slow, deliberate form of death.”

ALBANESE’S
HYPOCRISY

The situation is so dire that
the Albanese government has
been forced to acknowledge the
situation in Gaza, albeit after the
event. “Gaza is in the grip of a
humanitarian catastrophe. Israel’s
denial of aid and the killing of civil-
ians, including children, seeking
access to water and food cannot

be defended or ignored. We call on
Israel to comply immediately with
its obligations under international
law,” Albanese said.

Foreign Minister Penny Wong
has even signed a statement along
with 27 other Western countries
including the UK, Canada, the EU,
and Japan, demanding an immedi-
ate end to the war in Gaza and for
Israel to lift aid restrictions.

The statement criticises the
“inhumane killing” of Palestinians
and condemns the “drip feeding of
aid.” “Israel must comply with its
obligations under international
humanitarian law.”

“We are prepared to take further
action to support an immediate
ceasefire and a political pathway
to security and peace for Israelis,
Palestinians and the entire region,”
they say. They don’t say what that
action might be.

Eighty local Labor Party bran-
ches have passed motions over
recent weeks calling on the Labor
government to impose far-reaching
sanctions on the Netanyahu gov-
ernment and individuals involved
in the war, and sever military ties
with Israel including the supply
of military parts and components.

“Strong words are not enough,”
the conveners of the Labor Friends
of Palestine group said in a letter
sent to Minister Wong.

“We urge the Australian

government to work with inter-
national partners to develop a
practical plan for the establishment
of a free and independent Palestin-
ian State.”

Nlustrating just how hollow
Wong’s words are, Labor, backed
by the Coalition, passed a discipli-
nary motion against Greens Senator
Mehreen Farugqi for holding up a
sign about the war in Gaza during
Governor-General Sam Mostyn’s
speech at the opening of parliament
on 22 July. The sign said, “Gaza is
starving. Words won’t feed them.
Sanction Israel.” No disciplinary
motion was moved against One
Nation Senators for turning their
backs on the Welcome to Country
in the same session.

The Senate motion bans Faruqi
from participating in Senate delega-
tions overseas. Farugqi’s response?
“You are all on the wrong side of
history. Instead of sanctioning
me, maybe you should think about
sanctioning Israel.”

So far 147 countries out of 193
member states of the UN have rec-
ognised Palestinian statehood. That
number will rise to 149 following
French and Canadian commitments
to do so in September when the UN
General Assembly meets. They will
be the first Western powers to do
so. The UK may recognise Palestine
at the same session.

The UK, the US, Japan, South

Korea, the EU, and Australia are
conspicuously absent.

AUSTRALIA
COMPLICIT

On 18 July, Declassified Aus-
tralia reported that as recently as
this month Australia has sent F-35
strike fighter jet parts directly from
Australia to Israel.

“Israel’s F-35s have been used
to commit war crimes in Gaza,
including airstrikes on designated
safe zones killing hundreds of
people. The fighter jets were also
deployed during Israel’s recent
illegal airstrikes on Iran.”

The killing won’t stop with
Gaza. In the occupied West Bank,
high levels of violence continue
with ongoing deadly attacks by
settlers and Israeli Defence Forces
in a process of theft of land and
destruction of property.

On 23 July, the Knesset passed
a resolution by a majority of 71 to
13 that explicitly proclaims the
intention of extending Israeli sov-
ereignty over the entire territory
of the West Bank and integrating
this illegally occupied territory
into Israel’s administrative and
legal system.

It is another step towards the
Zionist regime’s agenda of the
biblical Eretz (Greater) Israel. &


https://johnmenadue.com/authors/refaat-ibrahim/
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Transport minister
‘running protection

NSW Public Service Associa-
tion General Secretary Stew-
ard Little says Transport
Minister John Graham is
“running a protection racket
for bureaucrats in his depart-
ment who’ve been quarantined
from the massive jobs cuts.

The state government
announced almost 1,000 jobs
would go from NSW’s transport
department from a workforce
of 16,000 but the PSA claims
the “bloated” executive of 1,100,
who earn between $250,000 and
$700,000, will be immune.

NSW’s transport department
has far more senior executives than
any other department.

The department has 1 in 4 of
all public sector senior executives
despite employing only 16,000
people. The NSW public service
has over 400,000 staff.

racket’

The PSA says members affected
have not ruled out widespread
industrial action.

Senior executives are entitled
to up to $400,000 for voluntary
redundancy or 38 weeks pay if they
are sacked. This makes it hard for
governments to dismiss them.

This entitlement can only be
changed by legislation.

Little says the Minister needs
to cut fat cat bureaucrats.

“Transport Minister John
Graham is running a protection
racket for senior executives, he
needs to bite the bullet and clear
the decks so people who perform
direct frontline services keep their
jobs,” said Little.

“The truth is it just costs too
much to sack these fat cat execu-
tives, they’re entitled to voluntary
redundancies of 38 weeks pay which
can be up to $400,000, so they

hang around for years while our
members on $75,000 get punted.

“But it’s more than that, these
are the staff the Minister meets
with, the ones he runs into in the
tearoom, the ones he knows by
name, it’s hard to sack these people,
as opposed to the frontline staff who
are just numbers on a page to him.

“If this department has to cut
950 jobs you keep the hardworking
people at the transport management
centre, the accident response driv-
ers in the harbour tunnel and on
The Sydney Harbour Bridge, and
sack the pen pushers at the top, not
make them immune.

“Every day 2.5 million car trips
are made, and 3.2 million people
commute on public transport,
sacking 1,000 people is going to
cause chaos.”

Public Service Association &

Guardian

Sydney Trains guard. Photo: Rail, Tram, and Bus Union.

Unions seek enforceable
agreements on Al

Australian Unions will seek tougher regula-
tions to guide the future roll-out of Artificial
Intelligence in workplaces.

Unions will pursue a pro-job, pro-worker agenda
in the adoption of AI to ensure that it is safe and
deployed in a way that gives workers a stake in the
gains while being transparent and fair.

Unions will go into the August Economic Reform
Roundtable calling for a new set of mandatory enforce-
able agreements that would compel employers to
consult with their staff before new Al technologies
can be introduced into workplaces.

The measures require employers to reach AI Imple-
mentation Agreements with their workforce, including
guarantees around job security, skills development and
retraining, transparency over technology use, genu-
ine privacy and data collection and use protections.

The enforceable Al Implementation Agreements
would also need the backing of a new National Al

Authority and a national Artificial Intelligence Act to
ensure our laws keep pace with the massive technolog-
ical changes workers already face in every sector and
industry, with a regulator resourced to support them.

ACTU Assistant Secretary, Joseph Mitchell said
that Australia can realise productivity benefits from
AT, but added that “we can’t wish away the major
disruptions and social risks that the bad use of Al
and other new tech poses, through massive job losses
and the theft of creative and intellectual property by
big tech companies.

“Al can bring benefits if it is brought in by workers
who are well-trained and well-supported in the use of
Al This can’t happen without the knowledge, expe-
rience, creativity and skills of workers being brought
into the implementation process.

“Working people will not embrace Al if their key
concerns, such as job security, are left unprotected.”
ACTU &

Something to say? Write to the Editor!

On September 11, 1973, General Augusto Pinochet, with the
support of the United States, led a coup d’etat against the dem-
ocratically elected government of socialist President Salvador
Allende, who was killed that same day. What followed was a
brutal dictatorship which implemented a radical neoliberal
economic transformation and lasted until 1990, when the dicta-
torship was ended in a popular referendum.

At the end of his life, once his bloody dictatorship had ended,
Pinochet was accused of genocide, international terrorism, tor-
ture, and the disappearance of persons, which led to his arrest
in London in 1998 by order of Spanish judge Baltasar Garzon.

The English courts decided to release him, and Pinochet
returned to Chile, where he died in 2006 after several unsuc-
cessful attempts to imprison him.

Pinochet’s legacy extends not only to politics but also to the
economy. A few weeks ago, it was revealed that two of his
sons had initiated a legal battle to be the beneficiaries of their
father’'s wealth, which had been inherited by Lucia Hiriart, the
dictator’s wife.

Among the assets in dispute are eight properties, including an
apartment in Santiago, beach houses, homes in various loca-
tions throughout Chile, and other real estate property.

What the heirs of the Pinochet clan (which has 16 poten-
tial heirs) did not expect was that the Seventh Civil Court of
Santiago would order the restitution of more than US $16 mil-
lion (AUD $24.5 million) that, had been stolen from the public
coffers.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the Commonwealth Bank. The
Finance Sector Union (FSU) has blasted the Commonwealth
Bank for axing frontline roles in favour of automation and off-
shoring, calling it a new low for a bank already under fire for
sending jobs overseas.

90 jobs are due to be cut, with the union warning that CBA
is now replacing skilled Australian workers with Al systems as
well as cheaper offshore labour.

This includes 45 roles in Direct Banking, cut due to the intro-
duction of a new voice bot system on the bank’s inbound
customer enquiries line in June this year.

Jobs cut also include local Customer Messaging Specialist
positions — those who customers interact with through the
bank’s online chat. This is also being done in CBA India, which
is currently hiring.

The FSU says workers affected by new technology should be
retrained and supported into new roles, not discarded in the
name of cost-cutting.

The union supports the use of new technology and Al in bank-
ing but say it must be done in partnership with workers, not at
their expense.

These further sackings raise serious concerns about CEO
Matt Comyn’s place on the federal productivity roundtable.

Finance Sector Union National Secretary Julia Angrisano said:
“Just when we think CBA can’t sink any lower, they start cut-
ting jobs because of Al on top of sneakily offshoring work to
India. Workers want a tech-savvy bank, but they expect to be
part of the change, not replaced by it. Our members want to
be trained and supported into better jobs that leverage Al. Yet
rather than invest in its people the CBA are simply discarding
Australians through ongoing redundancies and offshoring.

“If this is what Matt Comyn calls productivity, we’re seriously
concerned about his place at the national productivity round-
table. His carefully curated commitment to policy reform in
Australia just looks like hollow PR when acts like this expose
that his real agenda is just more profit for shareholders.

“There is a human cost to this. You can't just replace frontline
jobs with a voice bot and expect the same service for cus-
tomers. Customers shouldn’t expect to speak to someone in
Australia anymore, or even someone with a voice box. CBA
made $10 billion last year. It has no excuse for treating its
workforce like this.”
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The Australia-Cuba Friendship
Society, ACFS Perth celebrated the
Spark of the Cuban revolution on
Saturday 26 July.

The event was a full house, a mix of
culture and politics. Latino band Candela
kept people on their feet dancing salsa.

The ACFS presenter welcomed and
thanked those gathered for their support
for the Cuban people who have lived
under the criminal US blockade for more
than 60 years.

The ACFS president, recounted the
story of 30 years of Cuban solidarity in
Perth when people from different walks
of life including the CPA WA branch sec-
retary founded the local ACFS branch.

One of the reasons at the time for
setting up the branch was because of
the shortage of milk for young children
created by the blockade.

It was noted at the event that under
the current Trump Administration and
the anti-Cuban Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, the situation for the Cuban people
has been hardened.

The Cuban people are enduring hours
of blackouts caused by shortages of fuel,
suffering a lack of food and transport, all
making their lives harder. True to their
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Moncada forever!

revolutionary spirit they continue to
live with dignity saying that they prefer
to die on their feet than on their knees.

The 26 July event raised funds for
the ACFS solidarity project Agro Vivo for
the production of organic food.

Rhonda Andrews the ACFS WA
coordinator for the annual brigade to
Cuba shared information about the next
brigade in December and encouraged
people to join for a memorable experi-
ence getting to know the Cuban reality.
Readers interested in seeing Cuba with
the Southern Cross brigade can find out
more at cubabrigade.org.

The expression of solidarity with
the Cuban revolution was felt all over
the world this weekend as people in
solidarity held celebrations along with
the demand to let Cuba live.

Lift the blockade on Cuba!

ACSF Perth

(The attack on the Moncada barracks

in Santiago de Cuba on 26 July 1953,
while unsuccessful, inspired the Cuban
revolution and is celebrated as the
beginning of a movement which defeated
a dictatorship and lead to the founding

of a socialist Cuba that continues to
inspire.) &

Magandjin/Brisbane People’s Pride

Lisa Jean where members gave away free

On the 19 July, members of
both the Sunshine, and Bris-
bane branches attended the
Magandjin Peoples Pride
event. The event began with
a rally and march in Bris-
bane CBD, and ended over
the river at Jagera Hall with
the markets and other events
where held.

In Queensland the state gov-
ernment has begun attacking the
transgender community’s most
vulnerable members, trans kids,
a point made clearly during the
rally and march. The event also
highlighted under-prosecution of
bigots who have assaulted/mur-
dered queer people, the ingrained
bigotry of the Queensland Police
Service and Australia’s complicity
in the genocide of Palestinians.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia ran a stall at the markets

stickers, sold drinks and asked
people to fill out a survey for a
lucky dip.

Initial results of the survey
show that the biggest threat to
LGBTQIA+ people is conservative
politicians using them as a polit-
ical scapegoat. Over 50% of the
answers mentioned engaging in
more agitation, and around 30%
mentioned providing mutual aid.
Over 75% of the people surveyed
had positive opinions of socialism,
and 80% had negative opinions of
capitalism.

Queer people face dispropor-
tionately high levels of poverty,
homelessness and unemployment
and can feel the contradictions of
capitalism very sharply.

Attending this event was a
good chance to show that the CPA
has solidarity with the LGBTQIA+
community and was an overall great
success. &

Naarm/

Melbourne
solidarity for
Palestine

On 23 July, the Communist Party of
Australia’s Melbourne/ Naarm Branch
held a trivia night in solidarity with
Palestine, raising over $500 for Union

Aid Abroad (APHEDA). The event saw

strong community turnout, with attend-
ees testing their knowledge across
rounds on general trivia, Palestinian
history, and world flags.

CPA Naarm thanks all participants and
supporters for their generosity, emphasising
the importance of collective action in sup-
porting humanitarian causes. Funds raised
will go toward APHEDA'’s projects providing
critical aid in Palestine. The Communist Party
of Australia’s Naarm Branch looks forward
to hosting more events to foster solidarity
and raise awareness for global justice causes.
Naarm comrades will continue to support the
protests in support of Palestine and against
the ongoing genocide. &

Silent protest
at Brisbane
Pride Memorial
Garden

Lisa Jean

On 26 July myself and another comrade
attended a memorial service, mourning
members from the LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity that have passed. We were there as
part of a silent protest due to Vicki How-
ard, a Brisbane LNP councillor, helping
to organise the yearly event as a public-
ity stunt. The fact that a member of the
party currently attacking trans rights in
Queensland is not only publicly attend-
ing, but speaking at this event, is a slap in
the face for trans kids being victimised by
her party’s policy.

The LNP is currently exacerbating already high
suicide rates by blocking lifesaving healthcare for
trans youth. Many of the LGBTQIA+ community
would not be comfortable going to an event with
an LNP politician at the forefront. True queer
liberation cannot happen under capitalism. It
is in the community’s best interest to oppose
capitalism and fight for the liberation of all. &


https://www.cubabrigade.org/
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Gaza and the media

Starvation in Gaza has made it to the
front page of much of Australia’s and
the West’s pro-Zionist, mainstream
mass media.

For almost two years the media have
covered up the genocide in the Gaza Strip.
When they couldn’t, they tried to justify it
by repeating Israel’s lies that it was protect-
ing its “security interests” or was acting in,
as PM Albanese and Foreign Minister Wong
pretended until recently, “self-defence.”

The ‘G-word’ was unmentionable.

When reports and harrowing images of
starvation began permeating independent
media and social media, they could no longer
hide the genocide from readers and viewers. It
was everywhere on social media, on SBS and
more reputable independent media outlets.

The national broadcaster, the ABC, was
reined in and gagged right from the begin-
ning. Nine threatened journalists who signed
a letter calling for fair reporting.

Media coverage makes no mention of
Western complicity in the supply of weap-
ons. No mention of the US’s continual veto
of condemnation of Israel at the UN Security
Council. No mention of plans to depopulate
Gaza as part of the Zionist Greater Israel
project. No calling it what it is; genocide and
ethnic cleansing.

Instead the Western propaganda machine
set about on a program of desensitisation and
denial of intent.

It had become so clear for all to see who
the main target was, not Hamas but the Pal-
estinians. Even after horrendous front page
images of emaciated, starving children and
babies, news outlets shied away from any
mention of the word “genocide.”

Distressing images now flood the media
to the point where they could be seen as an
attempt to desensitise viewers to the shootings,

bombings, starvation, and thousands of dead
and injured.

But some outlets still attempt to deny
reality.

For example, The Australian Financial
Review republished an ‘opinion piece’ by
the New York Times’ notorious apologist for
Zionist Israel, Bret Stephens. “If the Israeli
government’s intentions and actions are truly
genocidal — if it is so malevolent that it is
committed to the annihilation of Palestinians
— why hasn’t it been more methodical and
vastly more deadly?” Stephens asks.

“In short, the first question the anti-Israel
genocide chorus needs to answer is: Why isn’t
the death count higher?”

“The answer, of course, is that Israel is
manifestly not committing genocide, a legally
specific and morally freighted term that is
defined by the United Nations convention on
genocide as the ‘intent to destroy, in whole or
in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious
group, as such.””

Stephens would have us believe it is just
“war in its usual tragic dimensions.”

Some have found it difficult to acknowledge
the perpetrators. Murdoch pro-Zionist Israel
paper The Australian, ran with the headline:
“There should be no amnesia: the blame for
Gazan misery lies with Hamas.”

With millions of people around the world,
including weekly in Australia, taking to the
streets in protest against the genocide and
weaponisation of starvation in Gaza, the
Western, pro-Israel mass media and gov-
ernments have been forced to acknowledge
some of the brutality.

A turning point has been reached. The
consequences of Israel’s ongoing genocide are
obvious. Calling it what it is and attributing
blame is still too far for most of the Zionist
apologists in mainstream media. &

Australia’s international obligations

Does Australia have to do
anything about the Israeli
genocide? A United Nations
Commission thinks it does.

The UN’s Independent Inter-
national Commission of Inquiry on
the Occupied Palestinian Territory
reported on the implementation
of the International Court of Jus-
tice’s (ICJ) findings that Israel may
be committing “genocide.” The
Commission’s members include
former Australian Human Rights
Commissioner Chris Sidoti.

The 2024 report said: “The
Court was authoritative and unam-
biguous in its advisory opinion that
Israel’s continued presence in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory was
unlawful under international law.
The Court stated that Israel was
under an obligation to: (i) bring
to an end, as rapidly as possible,

the unlawful occupation; (ii) cease
immediately all new settlement
activities and evacuate settlers from
the Occupied Palestinian Territory;
(iii) make reparation for damages
caused to all natural or legal per-
sons concerned in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory.

“The Court found that Israel’s
internationally wrongful acts gave
rise to obligations of other States,
the United Nations and interna-
tional organisations.”

“In terms of financial and eco-
nomic relations, the Court stated
that States must ‘abstain from
entering into economic or trade
dealings with Israel concerning the
Occupied Palestinian Territory or
parts thereof which may entrench
its unlawful presence in the terri-
tory.” The Commission interprets
this to mean that States must cease

all financial, trade, investment and
economic relations with Israel that
maintain the unlawful occupation
or contribute to maintaining it.
States must review their trade and
economic agreements with Israel
that involve products and produce
of the unlawful settlements. The
burden is on Israel to establish
that any product or produce does
not originate in the settlements.”

“..., the Commission recom-
mends that any State engaged in
... transfer or trade to Israel shall
cease its transfer or trade until the
State is satisfied that the goods and
technology subject to the transfer
or trade are not contributing to
maintaining the unlawful occupa-
tion or to the commission of war
crimes or genocide and thereafter
throughout any period when the
State is not so satisfied.”

“On the issue of arms and
military transfer and trade relat-
ing to Israel’s military capability,
States have a duty to conduct a
due diligence review of all transfer
and trade agreements with Israel,
including but not limited to equip-
ment, weapons, munitions, parts,
components, dual-use items and
technology, to determine whether
the goods or technology subject
to the transfer or trade contrib-
ute to maintaining the unlawful
occupation or are used to commit
violations of international law.”

“This includes both preexisting
agreements and future transfers to
Israel. States are obliged to demon-
strate that any transfer or trade
relating to military capability is not
being used by Israel to maintain
the unlawful occupation or commit
violations of international law.”

In 2025, the Commission rec-
ommended that Israel: “Immedi-
ately end the unlawful occupation
of Palestinian territory, cease all
new settlement plans and activities,
remove all settlers and settlements
as rapidly as possible in compliance
with the International Court of Jus-
tice advisory opinion of July 2024
and remove all obstructions to the
full exercise of the Palestinian peo-
ple’s right to self-determination.”
Chris Sidoti was a Human
Rights Commissioner (1995-

2000), Australian Law Reform
Commissioner (1992-1995), and
Founding Director of the Australian
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission (1987-1992). &

First Nations maritime workers

A world first International First
Nations maritime workers’ conference
has been held in Sydney. Participat-
ing in the unapologetically political
gathering were First Nations repre-
sentatives from across Australia, the
Pacific and the Americas.

Over several days, delegates discussed
the challenges facing Indigenous commu-
nities across the waterfront, offshore indus-
tries, and beyond. The conference passed a
number of powerful resolutions that reflect
the urgent need for justice, solidarity, and
the structural reforms called for in the
Uluru Statement from the Heart and the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples.

The landmark gathering, held on Gadi-
gal Land, provided a platform for First

Nations maritime workers to share stories,
build transnational solidarity, and chart a
path forward to strengthen representation,
leadership, and justice across the industry.

Maritime Union of Australia Assistant
National Secretary Thomas Mayo opened the
conference with a call to continue the legacy
of solidarity that has long existed between
maritime unions and First Nations activists.

“Our union has always stood shoulder to
shoulder with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities. From fighting for land
rights, to backing the Wave Hill walk-off, to
supporting struggles for voice, treaty, and
truth telling,” said Mayo.

“That legacy now extends across oceans,
as we stand with our brothers and sisters
throughout the Pacific and into both North
and South America and connect our struggles

to international movements for justice,”
Mayo added.

Central to the conference was the asser-
tion that First Nations people must not only
be included in the maritime industry, but lead
it. This must be delivered through culturally
safe workplaces, fair employment practices,
and union leadership.

Delegates reaffirmed their solidarity
with struggles from the Pilliga to Palestine,
drawing clear links between colonial dispos-
session, resource exploitation, and systemic
racism, both in Australia and globally.

Resolutions called for action on climate
justice, First Nations employment, union
democracy, anti-racism, and international
peace. The conference also demanded
stronger representation within the MUA,
including the reestablishment of a National

First Nations Committee and a dedicated
rank-and-file seat on the National Council.

The message from the conference was
clear: First Nations maritime workers are
organising, building power and taking a
stand, not just for their own communities,
but for justice everywhere. This is the future
of the union movement: inclusive, bold, and
led from the front.

MUA National Secretary Paddy Crum-
lin reaffirmed the union’s commitment to
building a more inclusive, representative
workforce.

“The future of our industry must be built
on equity and respect,” Crumlin told dele-
gates. “That means ensuring First Nations
workers are not only represented, but leading
in their workplaces on the waterfront, at sea,
and at the negotiating table.” &
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NSW: drinking water
in danger

Marcus Browning

A multinational mining giant
has recently announced plans
to explore for coal under more
areas of the Sydney and Illa-
warra drinking water catch-
ment highlight how a broken
planning regime is failing
local communities and the
environment.

US-based Peabody is seeking
to explore for coal in a 4.6 square
kilometre area west of the Royal
National Park.

The application is part of the
company’s attempts to expand
its Metropolitan coal mine at
Helensburgh.

Earlier this year, Peabody was
ordered to pay $500,000 after
being found guilty of two sepa-
rate pollution events in 2022 that
allowed coal sludge to flow into
Camp Gully Creek and the Hacking
River in the Royal National Park,
turning the water black.

Sutherland Shire Environment
Centre Chair Ian Hill said, “We are
alarmed that the NSW government
is considering allowing Peabody to
continue expanding mining into
new areas.

“The immediate concern over
the granting of exploration licence is
this begins the continued westward
expansion of longwall mining in
the Woronora drinking catchment.

“From a historical perspective,
should the exploration lead to a
licence being granted, it would
then be the first in-principal new
approval since Labor first allowed

the mine to go ahead in the catch-
ment in 2009.

“We are concerned about the
impacts on the water table and
any rivers and creeks. Mining for
coal in this area is mobilising toxic
chemicals in the substrate. These
pollutants would not be mobilised if
there was no mining underground.

“Peabody is ravaging the land-
scape the further west they go.
Mining here has the potential to
ruin the surface water and risks
causing the collapse of land above.”

Lock the Gate Alliance National
Coordinator Nic Clyde said, “Sydney
is the only major city in the world
that allows the mining of coal
beneath its drinking water catch-
ment. It’s a national shame.

“Our drinking water catchments

Photo: pxhere.com

are meant to be protected. In this
case, the Woronora Special Area
supplies the Sutherland Shire in
Sydney’s south, and northern sub-
urbs of Wollongong, with high-qual-
ity drinking water.

“The Minns government prom-
ised it would overhaul the previous
government’s pro-coal planning
policies, yet here we are more than
two years after the election and big
multinational companies are trying
to mine beneath new areas of the
drinking water catchment.

“The Minns government should
be doing all it can to protect our
precious water. It should not be
considering sacrificing it to pollut-
ing coal companies.” &
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The right side of history

Marcus Browning

A landmark decision by the NSW Court of
Appeal to overturn the 2022 approval for
Indonesian mining company MACH Energy,
to extend its Mount Pleasant coal mine near
Muswellbrook, comes after a persistent
legal battle waged by the Denman Aberdeen
Muswellbrook Scone Healthy Environment
Group (DAMSHEG).

The Law Society reports that the ruling is a signif-
icant blow to MACH Energy’s plans, which sought to
extend the mine’s operations from 2026 to 2048 and
significantly increase coal extraction. The expansion
would have extracted an additional 247 million tonnes
of coal, with profound implications for greenhouse
gas emissions.

DAMSHEG's challenge focused on the Independ-
ent Planning Commission’s (IPC) alleged failure to
adequately consider the expansion’s climate impacts,
particularly “Scope 3 emissions” — the greenhouse
gases released when exported coal is burned over-
seas. While the IPC had previously noted that these
emissions would be “accounted for” in the countries
where the coal was burned, the Court of Appeal found
this insufficient.

Justice Julie Ward, in her ruling, highlighted a
fundamental flaw in the IPC’s assessment method-
ology, stating that the commission’s obligation to
consider the likely impacts of the development on the
natural and built environment in the locality of the
mine required it to address the potentially adverse
effects of climate change in the area. This obligation,
the judgment stated, “could not be discharged by
general references to the effects of global warming
on the planet generally.”

This decision sets a precedent for future fossil
fuel projects in NSW, indicating that climate harm,
including the impacts of Scope 3 emissions, must be
specifically and thoroughly considered in environ-
mental impact assessments.

“We’re just over the moon,” said DAMSHEG pres-
ident Wendy Wales following the court’s decision.
“It’s been a long haul and we know we’re on the right
side of history.”

The ruling has intensified calls for a complete ces-
sation of new coal and gas mine approvals. Richard
Denniss, Executive Director of The Australia Institute,
weighed in, noting, “There are two other coal mines
that were granted extension by the federal government
in the Hunter Valley.”

He added, “While it is welcome news that one
may not go ahead, these approvals are inconsistent
with Australia’s climate goals and reinforces the
country’s reputation as one of the world’s major fossil
fuel exporters.”

Denniss also stressed the hypocrisy of approving
new coal mines while Australia bids to host UN’s
COP31 climate summit, calling it “a slap in the face to
our Pacific neighbours, who have clearly and repeat-
edly requested that Australia stop expanding fossil
fuel production.” He cited the International Court of
Justice’s confirmation that states have binding legal
obligations under international law to prevent climate
harm, concluding, “The science is clear — the best way
to do this is to stop approving coal and gas mines.”

The case will return to the Land and Environ-
ment Court for further review to determine whether
the expansion approval should be permanently
reversed. @
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Toxic, not natural

A massive, toxic algae bloom has spread to more than
4,500 square kilometres of South Australia’s coastline
spreading from the Southern Fleurieu Peninsula to Coorong
North Lagoon, the Yorke Peninsula, Kangaroo Island,
Spencer Gulf, and Gulf St Vincent. It has also reached
the waters off Adelaide and the Port River. More than 400
different species of marine life have died as a result of the
algal bloom including fish, octopus, seals, stingrays, and
crustaceans. The bloom has taken a heavy toll on the
fishing industry, businesses, tourism, and the mental health
of those who live and work near the sea.

Testing has confirmed high levels of tiny Planktonic algae
a called Karenia Mikimotoi. There have been reports of
surfers and beachgoers becoming sick after swimming or
breathing in spray from the sea. It's not dangerous in the
long term, but exposure to water that is discoloured or
foamy from Karenia Mikimotoi can cause short-term skin or
eye irritation and respiratory symptoms, including coughing
or shortness of breath. The South Australian Department
for Environment and Water (SADEW) warns not to swim or
surf in discoloured water, foam or where marine life is dead
or in poor health.

“There is nothing you can actually do to prevent it. The only
thing you can do is you can hope that there is enough of the
zooplankton, which are swimming, small marine plankton
that actually eat, take up enough of the algae so that it can’t
re-evolve in the next summer when the water gets warmer
again,” Flinders University Associate Professor of Natural
Sciences (Oceanography) Jochen Kaempf said. “The only
thing that can actually only clear it up is if it's consumed, if
it's eaten by other marine organisms of the food chain.”

SADEW describes the present algal bloom as “naturally
occurring.” Karenia Mikimotoi occurs naturally in a lot
of places, but there is nothing natural about this massive
and deadly build-up. Climate change is responsible for the
marine heatwave conditions including around Kangaroo
Island and southern Yorke Peninsula as they continue to
experience moderate to strong marine heatwave conditions
of 1-2°C above average.

Experts believe there are three plausible contributing
factors causing the bloom which started in March 2025 and
has increased since then:

* A marine heat-wave that started in September 2024 — with
sea temperatures above 2.5°C warmer than usual — along-
side calm conditions, light winds and small swells.

» The 2022-23 River Murray floods washed extra nutrients into
the sea.

* An unprecedented cold-water upwelling in summer 2023-24
that has brought nutrient-rich water to the surface.

The South Australian and Australian governments have
announced a $28 million crisis response package. It will
go towards research, clean-up efforts, community support,
industry help, and public information. It will not stop the
bloom or prevent toxic blooms in the future.

The toxic bloom was debated on the first day of
sitting in the Senate last month during discussion of
the Australian Greens’ Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Amendment (Climate Trigger)
Bill. The Senate has agreed to an Inquiry into the bloom.
Another inquiry will solve nothing. The cause is known
and governments must take concerted action to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

State and federal governments must take responsibility
for Australia’s contribution to climate change. That means
no new fossil fuel projects, no expansion of fossil fuel
production, cancelling the extension of the North West Shelf
project and fast-forwarding renewable energy sources.
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Israel and the drug war in Syria

Vijay Prashad

Tensions increased in southern Syria
as Israeli warplanes bombed the Min-
istry of Defence in Damascus, areas
around the presidential palace, and
villages in As-Suwayda on 16 July
2025, killing at least 250 Syrians.
The transitional authorities in Syria,
led by former al-Qaeda chief Ahmed
al-Sharaa, condemned the attacks,
which Israel justified as necessary to
halt fighting between Syrian forces,
the hastily organised Quwwat al-Badu
(or Bedouin Forces), and the Druze
Harakat Rijal al-Karama (Men of
Dignity).

In December 2024, the Men of Dignity,
the Sheikh al-Karama Forces and the Liwa
al-Jabal (Mountain Brigade) joined forces
in the As-Suwayda area to create the Ghur-
fat ‘Amaliyyat al-Janub (Southern Opera-
tions) group to defend the region from the
incursions of the Israelis and the new Syrian
government. However, the group split earlier
this year, hampering its ability to hold off the
incursion of the Israelis beyond their earlier
occupation of Syria’s Golan Heights, occupied
since 1967. Since then, Israel has expanded
its control of the Golan Heights toward the
As-Suwayda area and has been blamed by
local forces for interference in local disputes
to justify further military encroachment.

Since 2012, the central authority of the
Syrian state has been weakened, stretching
from the edge of the Golan Heights, through
the city of Daraa, and to the villages of As-Su-
wayda, forming a belt along the Southern
edge of Syria and along the Jordanian border.
Syrian military forces remained in this zone,
but their legitimacy was at a historical low,
causing several military forces to emerge in
the vacuum. In 2013, the Druze community
in the area, led by Sheikh Wahid al-Bal’ous,
formed the Harakat Rijal al-Karama (Men of
Dignity), while an alliance of various fighters
led by Murhij Hussein al-Jarmani (aka Abu
Ghaith) formed the Liwa al-Jabal (Mountain
Brigade) the following year. These groups
were set up to defend the Druze community
from attacks by the al-Qaeda group Jabhat
al-Nusra (Victory Front) that had begun to
move south from the Qalamoun Mountains
and seemed to be getting assistance from
Israeli intelligence and military forces. The

decline in the role of the Syrian military in
this area led to the increased political and
security role of both the Men of Dignity and
the Mountain Brigade, who fought off the
al-Qaeda forces, ISIS attacks, and attacks
by the Israelis.

THE FENTANYL NETWORK
IN SOUTHERN SYRIA

In 2012, when I first encountered
the Syrian military along the road by the
Qalamoun mountains, it was already clear
that their morale oscillated between extreme
confidence and exhaustion due to the pyr-
rhic nature of the war. Without US or Israeli
air support, the various rebel armies — the
most enthusiastic being the al-Qaeda forces
— would not have been able to prevail; this
assured the Syrian Arab Army that they
could hold them off. However, each time the
Syrian army advanced, it would have to do so
by enormous shelling and violence that hit
civilian targets, reduced its sense of moral
superiority, and destroyed the basis for the
Syrian economy. A collapsed economy and a
slowly withering state apparatus sapped the
morale of the Syrian army. By 2013, all sides
in the conflict kept up their fighting spirits
not by politics or ideology but by the influx
of vast amounts of amphetamines, known
in Syria by their brand names, Captagon
and Tramadol, or otherwise, as the fighters
called it, the ‘white pills of death.”

It was near the Jordanian border where
the large-scale production of these pills
began. Ex-military men who ran the farms
had gone into business with international
drug syndicates. A decade ago, there were
rumours circulated about Brigadier General
Wafiq Nasser playing a role in establishing
the drug production and distribution net-
work through a series of small villages in the
As-Suwayda region. Nasser worked with Abu
Yassin Ahmad Jaafar and Jamil al-Balaas to
build the farm system from villages roughly
twenty kilometres from Jordan. These men,
alongside Marei al-Ramthan and Raji Fal-
hout used the collapsed Syrian state system
to their advantage, built ties with Jordanian
and Lebanese officials through bribery, and
began to dominate the trade in amphetamine
drug production and sales throughout the
region (including into Israel, largely for
recreational use).

Tensions grew between the self-defence
units (mainly the Druze’s Men of Dignity)
and the drug gangs, as the former tried to
stop the latter from selling amphetamines
to people in the area itself. In 2015, a car
bomb in As-Suwayda killed Wahid al-Bal'ous,
the leader of the Men of Dignity. Rumours
circulated that he was killed by the Syrian
government, and then by al-Qaeda (after the
arrest of a man named Wafi Abu Trabi). But
it was clear that al-Bal’ous was a victim of
the drug war. Three years after this assas-
sination, the Men of Dignity captured Abu
Yassin Ahmad Jaafar, who told them — on
camera — that he was involved in the assas-
sination of al-Bal’ous and that he was one of
the main drug kingpins of the area. He was
later killed by Men of Dignity.

In Jaafar’s video confession, he men-
tioned that Marei al-Ramthan had organ-
ised a group of Bedouin youth to smuggle
the drugs across the border into Jordan.
Al-Ramthan, who was a herder before he
got into the drug business in 2006, was able
to absorb the much larger production that
began after 2012, and became the biggest
transporter of drugs in the Levant. Jordan’s
courts had condemned him to prison several
times, but he was never arrested.

THE DRUG WAR

The slow collapse of the Syrian state led
to the rise of local authorities as independent
masters of the drug trade. In 2018, Major
General Kifah al-Mulhim took over from
Nasser. At first, Al-Mulhim’s appointment
raised hopes that the drug networks would
be put under pressure.

That’s not what happened.

In 2021, the state arrested Raji Falhout,
but hours later released him. Then, in July
2022, the state officials alongside the Men
of Dignity raided Falhout’s farm and found
a Captagon laboratory. Later that year,
in December, the government arrested
al-Ramthan but then released him. That
same year, the Syrian army, along with par-
amilitary the Mountain Brigade, fought the
Falhout armed groups near the Jordanian
border and eliminated several of them. From
January to March 2024, the Jordanian air
force struck many of these Captagon farms
in the countryside of As-Suwayda. These
strikes killed civilians, which led the Men
of Dignity movement to ask Jordan to stop

them. The Syrian military was silent in
public. Either al-Mulhim was part of the vast
drug network that went from As-Suwayda
to Damascus and elsewhere, or he did not
have the authority to carry out a proper
clean-up in the region.

Toward the last days of the Assad gov-
ernment, al-Mulhim was recalled to Bagh-
dad as the director of the Syrian National
Security Bureau. The United States had
placed personal sanctions on al-Mulhim
because of his role in the Syrian state. After
the fall of Assad, these personal sanctions
were removed.

The fall of Assad’s government in Decem-
ber 2024 came because of several reasons;
the Israeli war on Lebanon (which weakened
Hezbollah), the air strikes on Syrian military
positions, and a coordinated blitzkrieg of
the former al-Qaeda forces from the north-
ern city of Idlib to Damascus. Israel, taking
advantage of the situation, pushed out of
the illegally occupied Golan Heights into the
region near As-Suwayda. The Israelis argued
that this was a new security barrier for Israel,
and the Druze minority community, but this
was merely an excuse. Taking advantage of
the fights over the drug farms in July 2025,
the Israelis struck several targets, including
the government buildings in Damascus, but
not the drug farms, once more saying that it
did so to protect the Druze.

Several Druze leaders, including Sheikh
Sami Abi al-Muna, said that they did not need
Israeli protection and that Israel’s genocide
against the Palestinians invalidated their
claim to humanitarianism. In actuality, the
Israeli strikes sought to put pressure on the
former al-Qaeda chief Ahmed al-Sharaa,
now transitional president of Syria (the
subject of US sanctions which were offi-
cially lifted on 30 June 2025). Al-Sharaa
has not yet done what Israel expects Syria
to do, which is to recognise Israel. He has
expelled leaders of the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine and Hamas, and
he has arrested Islamic Jihad leaders, but
that is not enough. Israel will continue to
use any excuse to pummel Syria to get its
way. It is neither drugs nor the Druze that
worries Israel; it is that al-Sharaa has not
surrendered Syria’s pro-Palestinian history
at the feet of the Israeli regime.
globetrotter &

Israel’s genocide against the
Palestinians invalidated their
claim to humanitarianism

Simén Trinidad (see page 8) is a political prisoner from Colombia, held in the
United States. Sentenced to 60 years in prison, he has now been there for
23 years, allegedly for kidnapping, but really for his high rank in the FARC, an
insurgency seeking revolutionary social change in Colombia. Trinidad is 74
years old. He is due to be released in 2055.
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Frantz Fanon (1925-1961)
Doctor, revolutionary,
pioneer of decolonisation

Jenny Farrell

Born on 20 July 1925, in Fort-de-
France, Martinique, Frantz Omar
Fanon grew up in a society that was
formally part of France but in prac-
tice shaped by a colonial hierarchy in
which the Black majority was politi-
cally disenfranchised and culturally
disadvantaged. Although the people
of Martinique formally held French
civil rights following the Haitian Rev-
olution — such as access to education
— economic pressure, and structural
discrimination prevented many from
full participation. Fanon, son of a
wealthy Black family, utilized these
rights and saw himself as French —
an heir to the Enlightenment and
universalism, to which he remained
committed throughout his life.
World War II marked a turning point in
his life. In 1943, the 18-year-old secretly left
Martinique to join the French forces. During
the war, he experienced the contradiction
between France’s rhetoric of freedom and
its colonial reality. His initial enthusiasm
quickly gave way to disillusionment as he
encountered open racism from white soldiers

and officers — a reality he faced through-
out his military career. In North Africa, he
encountered a racist caste system within the
army: Antilleans were placed above African
soldiers while remaining second-class cit-
izens. His disillusionment culminated on
the front lines in Alsace. In 1945, he wrote
that he had risked his life for a system that
upheld colonial oppression. His belief in
France’s promise of equality was shattered
— a decisive impulse for his later radically
anti-colonial stance. These experiences
explain why, in Algeria, he later saw armed
liberation struggle as ultimately the only
way out of colonial dehumanisation. The
young man had given up everything to fight
against a murderous racial ideology, only to
face discrimination within his own ranks.
Fanon’s works Black Skin, White Masks
(1952) and The Wretched of the Earth (1961)
bear clear traces of this experience. After the
war, he studied medicine and psychiatry in
Lyon. Alongside this, he engaged with philos-
ophy, particularly the works of Hegel, Marx,
Sartre, and other anti-colonial thinkers. His
dissertation already addressed psychological
disorders among colonised peoples. With
the publication of Black Skin, White Masks,
he presented a groundbreaking analysis of

colonial racism. In 1953, he became chief
physician at a psychiatric clinic in Algeria — a
turning point. Contact with torture victims of
the colonial regime radicalised him. Fanon
and parts of his medical team established
connections with the resistance, particularly
the Algerian Maquis.

Repression soon followed: Several
individuals were arrested, including one of
Fanon’s doctoral students, who died as a
result of severe torture. Facing increasing
danger, Fanon left Algeria in 1955 with some
colleagues and went into exile in Tunis, where
the Algerian government-in-exile was based.
There, he worked intensively to build psychi-
atric care for war-traumatised individuals and
organised corresponding therapeutic struc-
tures. He primarily worked in a therapeutic
capacity with the independence movement
FLN. Simultaneously, he took on political
tasks for the exiled government, including
as a journalist, spokesperson, and diplomat
with a focus on sub-Saharan Africa. From
1957, he was co-editor of their magazine El
Moudjahid. In 1959, he narrowly escaped two
assassination attempts by French intelligence
— in Morocco and Rome. Already gravely
ill with leukaemia, he dictated his final and
most significant work, The Wretched of the

Earth, to his wife Josie in 1960. He died in
1961 in Maryland, USA, without living to see
Algerian independence in 1962.

The Wretched of the Earth is one of the
most influential works of postcolonial theory
and anti-colonial liberation movements. In
it, Fanon analyses the profound psycholog-
ical, political, and social consequences of
colonialism and outlines a vision of radical
decolonisation. The work remains relevant
today as it addresses systemic violence,
racism, and the necessity of comprehensive
liberation. It reveals that colonialism, war,
and violence — contrary to common claims —
are by no means inherent to human nature.
Fanon refutes this notion both theoretically
and through poignant case studies that
demonstrate how extreme violence psy-
chologically destroys people. Yet, given the
omnipresent structural and physical violence
of colonialism, the colonised often have no
choice but violent revolt. Fanon does not
justify violence abstractly but as a response
to a violent colonial system that permits no
peaceful change. His position is thus not
warlike but emancipatory: violence serves
liberation when no political avenues exist.
People’s World (edited for space) @

Iffy Ozzy

Will Stone

Hellraiser, bat-eater, drink
and drug casualty, heavy
metal pioneer and reality TV
star — the self-styled Prince
of Darkness — who died on
22 July aged 76, has been
one of the most colourful,
controversial and influential
characters in British music
history.

John Michael “Ozzy” Osbourne
was born on 3 December 1948, and
grew up in Aston, Birmingham, to
working-class parents.

His upbringing was an unhappy
one. Living in relative poverty, he
suffered sexual abuse aged 11 at the
hands of two other boys, and at 17
spent six weeks in jail for robbing a

clothes shop after his father refused
to pay the fine.

Before forming Black Sabbath
in the late ’60s with bassist Geezer
Butler, guitarist Tony Iommi and
drummer Bill Ward, he left school
at 15 to work various jobs, including
as a construction worker, trainee
plumber, and slaughterhouse
worker.

Black Sabbath were very much
a product of post-war industrial
Birmingham. The city was badly
bombed during WW2 and the
band - all born just a few years
after the war ended — were raised
surrounded by the remnants of that
destruction.

The urban decline of a bombed-
out Brum, along with the social
alienation and economic hardship

it brought, massively influenced
Black Sabbath’s sound — itself a
rejection of the more middle-class
hippy movement that preceded it.

Black Sabbath’s seminal second
album, Paranoid, opens with the
thunderous “War Pigs,” a scathing
anti-war classic bereft of any peace-
and-love sentiment: “Generals
gathered in their masses, just like
witches at black masses, evil minds
that plot destruction, sorcerer of
death’s construction.”

There can be no doubt that
Black Sabbath’s first six albums —
Black Sabbath, Paranoid, Master
Of Reality, Vol. 4, Sabbath Bloody
Sabbath, and Sabotage — were
essential in laying the foundations
of heavy metal.

Yet their sound is also awash
with psychedelia, blues, and prog
influences, satanist lyrics, Ozzy’s
uniquely raw singing style and
Iommi’s spaced out, iconic riffs —
all clear precursors of almost every
heavy metal sub-genre imagina-
ble, from black and death metal
to the more niche doom, stoner
and sludge.

That Ozzy’s brain was frazzled
from years of drink and drug abuse
has been well documented. He
was fired from Black Sabbath by
the band’s manager Don Arden in
1979. Arden’s daughter, Sharon,
took on the role of managing Ozzy
and married him a few years later
in 1982.

The hugely popular US reality
TV series The Osbournes, which
first aired more than 20 years ago
in 2002, revealed that Sharon was
more than just Ozzy’s manager;
she was arguably his minder too.

Ozzy captured audiences’
hearts on the show with his con-
fused state, which frequently
provided much comic relief, as
he struggled with everyday tasks

Ozzy Osbourne. Photo: Kevin Burkett- flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

and often seemed unsure of what
planet he was on.

In the flood of tributes for Ozzy,
prog-rock legend Rick Wakeman,
who was a session musician on
the Black Sabbath track Sabbra
Cadabra, said: “This might sound
a bit awful but I don’t think Ozzy
would have survived as long as he
did had it not been for Sharon.

“I think Sharon, in many ways,
saved Ozzy’s life and for that she
should be incredibly proud.”

Unfortunately for Ozzy, trib-
utes to his legacy have also been
tarred by Sharon’s influence on
him as a right-wing zionist. She
has made headlines recently for
her outspoken support for Israel

and hostility towards acts like Irish
rap trio Kneepcap for speaking out
against the genocide in Gaza.

Many fans of Ozzy have been
disappointed to learn that he per-
formed in Israel twice — once in
2010 and again in 2018 — and was
recently among 200 names (includ-
ing Sharon) to sign an open letter
calling for an investigation into
the BBC’s alleged anti-Israel bias.

But to believe he held strong
views on the issue independently
of Sharon would be to misread
and overstate Ozzy’s politics, who
once said: “I try to stay away from
politics. They don’t understand
me, and I don’t understand them.”
Moming Star &
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Minneapolis Mamdani? Socialist
beats Democratic incumbent

The Minneapolis Democratic-Farm-
er-Labor (DFL) Party made history
on 19 July, endorsing State Sen.
Omar Fateh for mayor — the first such
endorsement in a Minneapolis may-
oral race since 2009. He beat out two-
term incumbent Mayor Jacob Frey in
the endorsement contest at the DFL
convention.

The mainstream media has taken to
calling Fateh the “Minnesota Mamdani,”
drawing parallels between his campaign
and that of Zohran Mamdani, who recently
beat former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
in the Democratic mayoral primary in New
York City. The two millennial-generation
Democratic Socialists are changing the

image of progressive politics, both having
edged out establishment figures with long
political careers.

Fateh was the first Somali American and
Muslim elected to the state senate in 2020.
During his two terms, he has chaired the
Higher Education Committee and made a
name for himself as the lead sponsor of a plan
to make college free for families who make
less than $80,000 (AU$124,000) a year.

As was the case in New York, affordability
is the central theme of Fateh’s platform. A
renter himself, he says that his job as a state
senator and possible future mayor is to serve
the needs of working people.

“We’ll shovel sidewalks, build shelters,
and finally re-open public spaces,” he pledged

recently. “I'm here to fight for the people this
city’s left behind.”

But scoring the endorsement at the DFL
Party convention was a fight in itself, and it
wasn’t a victory easily won. It came despite
— and in direct defiance of — a desperate,
anti-democratic effort by Frey and his sup-
porters to derail the endorsement process.

In scenes that felt more like a Trump
rally than a Democratic convention, Frey’s
camp accused convention organisers of
rigging the vote, challenged the integrity of
the ballot system, harassed delegates, and
attempted to break quorum by staging a
coordinated walkout.

Text messages sent from Frey’s campaign
during the convention told delegates and

alternates to leave, claiming the process was
“over and not representative.” But it wasn’t
over, and it was representative — just not
of Frey’s base.

Fateh’s win wasn’t just a rejection of Frey
— it represented a changing Minneapolis.
His base consisted of renters, Somali and
Latino immigrants, students, and multiracial
working-class voters from every ward in the
city. Frey’s support came largely from older,
white homeowners. The split in the room
was undeniable.
People’s World (edited for space) &

Ginseng Roots
by Craig Thompson

Reviewer Jamie Britton

This remarkable book, that has elements of David
Copperfield and Grapes of Wrath, comes in at a hefty
450 pages. But what pages!

Like holding the ginseng root itself, this graphic memoir
bleeds the red dust that the root has come from, and fills its
pages with an intertwining root system that takes us from
Wisconsin to north-east China. This story of the medicinal
root cracks through the pages to become part memoir, part
travelogue.

The writer harvested the root as child in some of the most
extreme weather conditions, a labour in conflict with his desire
to become a cartoonist rather than the fundamentalist option
his Baptist parents espouse. Then, with Craig Thompson, he
travels the globe researching the book to discover the history
of the root, while seeking to heal himself both mentally and
physically.

The wonder of the book is that it covers so much. Sections
portray truthfully the sense of self-doubt that can infect cre-
ativity: suddenly discovering that your ideas are no longer
popular and that you lack the ability to draw. But alongside
this and throughout, Thompson illuminates the healing that
is a cultural discovery.

The horrors of family and ageing are not shied away from
and one of the most moving moments (of many) comes towards
the end when Thompson’s mother, walking with husband
and son through their now derelict farm, turns to her son to
admit: “Sometimes you need other people and not family. It
doesn’t have to be blood relatives. There are so many forms
of families.”

Powerful words but made so much more powerful by the
drawings that go with it. They are walking along a semi-de-
serted dirt track, and the father (between wife and son) turns
back to look over his shoulder. At what? The farm and its
memories? Or us?

The detailed notes and acknowledgment at the end of the
book explain why this book took so long to draw. He even
allows his brother to speak for himself with his own drawings
of events described.

The book ends with questions: “Are we intertwined? Are
we individual? Are we wild? Are we cultivated? What does it
mean to CULTIVATE?”

Thompson answers the questions for us: “You work and
accept that the labor is in vain because the value is in what’s
left in the gouged-out Earth ... all these tiny broken threads.”

This is Craig Thompson’s masterpiece.

Moming Star &
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Thailand and Cambodia con-
tinue to be embroiled in bor-
der clashes at time of writing,
despite the apparent inten-
tion of both parties to reach a
ceasefire and calls for dialogue
from international leaders.
According to the latest offi-
cial figures, these events have
resulted in at least 32 deaths,
dozens of injuries, and thou-
sands of people displaced.

The latest statement from the
Cambodian Ministry of Defense
accuses Thailand of “escalating
the conflict instead of reducing
it,” while the Thai forces lamented
that Phnom Penh “does not stop
its attacks.”

“Thai forces continue carry-
ing out aggressive incursions into

Cambodian territory,” confirmed
Cambodian Ministry of Defense
spokesperson Maly Socheata at
a press conference, who asserted
that Bangkok was attacking with
“heavy weaponry,” such as cluster
bombs and fighter jets.

The Thai Army, for its part,
reported assaults by Phnom Penh
with artillery shells in the provinces
of Surin and Ubon Ratchathani.”

US President Donald Trump
said after speaking with the leaders
of both countries, that each side
had agreed to meet immediately
and swiftly negotiate a ceasefire
to resolve the clashes along their
shared border. Shelling continued
after his claim.

The UN Secretary-General
had previously called for “utmost

Thailand-Cambodia armed
clashes continue

restraint” as border clashes between
Thailand and Cambodia escalated,
prompting the Security Council
to convene behind closed doors
on to address what was the most
serious flare-up between the two
Southeast Asian nations in more
than a decade.

Bangkok and Phnom Penh have
long been embroiled in a historic
territorial dispute due to disagree-
ments over border demarcation,
which has sparked multiple clashes
over the years — including inter-
mittent fighting between 2008 and
2011 that left around thirty people
dead. The conflict flared up again
this past May, when a Cambodian
soldier was killed in a skirmish
between the two armies.

Telesur &
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Statement on the criminalisation
of communist ideas and
movements in the Czech Republic

The Collective for Work, Culture
and Science strongly disagrees
with the amendment to the Crim-
inal Code, approved on 30 May
2025 by the Chamber of Deputies
of the Parliament of the Czech
Republic, which makes the estab-
lishment, support, and promo-
tion of a communist movement
punishable by a prison sentence
of one to five years.

The criminalisation of commu-
nist ideas and movements is part of a
broader series of repressive measures
implemented by the current capital-
ist system and its regime, extending
beyond the Czech government. Many
of these repressive measures are also
supported by other systemic parties,
including the opposition, the courts,
state authorities, and private capital
groups.

The repression and surveillance of
entire segments of the working class
are not accidental. They are a conse-
quence of the sharpening contradic-
tions within the imperialist system
and its complex crisis, which led to the
outbreak of a multifaceted unjust war
of global proportions in 2022. Imperi-
alism has intensified the exploitation
and impoverishment of the majority of
the people and curtailed basic human
rights and freedoms.

The EU, of which the Czech Repub-
lic is a subordinate part, is significantly
losing in the imperialist competition
and fears for its own existence. This
project of Western European capital,
the prison of nations, believes it will
ensure the system’s decline, its regime,
and its success in the war by militaris-
ing life, repressing oppositional and
seemingly oppositional views, and
fomenting further war conflicts. There-
fore, it is instigating an anti-people
policy, including repression, adopting
statements equating Nazism and Com-
munism, the USSR and Nazi Germany,
organising surveillance of people, and
extending censorship.

The Collective for Work, Culture
and Science strongly rejects the iden-
tification of Nazism and Communism.
Nazism, as a form of fascism, is a
product of capitalism in its decadent
and crisis stage, designed to ensure
capital’s domination through war and
aggression by blaming other political

trends, peoples, races, and religions.
Through their terrorist oppression
and murder, they leave the masses of
people impoverished and demoralised
by capitalism. First and foremost, com-
munists, trade unionists, and socialists
were and are the targets of Nazi and
fascist incitement.

The communist movement, on the
other hand, is based on a scientific
and comprehensive worldview and is
the continuation and heir of a popular
movement for social justice without
exploitation, oppression, and war. It
was this movement, led by the USSR,
that saved the world from Nazism
and fascism; it was this movement
that made the greatest sacrifices in
the struggle.

The preparation for the suppression
of the communist movement, places
the Czech Republic among the most
reactionary countries in the EU and
Europe — Ukraine, the Baltic States,
Hungary, and Poland. This step is not
only a matter of communist concern;
it also carries a patriotic dimension.
In the Czech lands, the last time the
communist movement was subjected to
such repression was during the fascist
Second Republic. In conditions when
the mass anti-fascist movement, with
the Communist Party and its allies at
its core, successfully countered the
efforts to fascise the First Republic
and subsequently played a crucial
role in the anti-fascist resistance. It
lost one in three of its members. The
current regime has aligned itself with
a regressive tradition that contradicts
the progressive legacy of modern Czech
history.

The Collective for Work, Culture
and Science stresses that the repressive
and other steps of the current political
regime in the Czech Republic, including
the amendment of the Criminal Code,
complete the change in the character of
the regime. Formal bourgeois democ-
racy has effectively ceased to exist, and
we have moved significantly closer
to an authoritarian, open bourgeois
dictatorship.

The present system and its regime
believe that repression will ensure its
rule in perpetuity. They believe that by
law, they will stop development, the
dialectic of history, and the aspirations
of the working class and the popular

classes for liberation and a more just
order. We are convinced that the only
way imperialism can break the laws of
history is by destroying life on planet
Earth.

We believe — although it is not
apparent in our country — that it is not
only the spectre of communism that
is circling Europe. The ruling powers
are aware of this, which is why they
are also allied with fascist and Nazi
reaction in the holy war against it. But
a popular movement with a proletarian,
communist movement at its core will
defeat this reaction.

We call on all workers and employ-
ees, members of the popular classes,
patriotic and progressive parties and
organisations to oppose, in various
non-violent forms, the criminalisa-
tion of the communist movement and
ideas, and other repressive actions of
the present regime.

We call on progressive scientists
and artists to oppose the anti-demo-
cratic, fascist developments not only
in the Czech Republic in their work
and research.

We are convinced that criminalisa-
tion and repression will not stop with
the communists — the next victim, the
target of repression, could be any of you.

Proletarians, comrades abroad,
trade unionists, neighbours! We already
know authoritarianism, fascism, and
the anti-communist campaign in the
Czech Republic from other countries.
Unless we confront it in international,
organised, and conscious unity in var-
ious ways, our present development is
the future of the rest of you.

Workers, employees, students,
pensioners, tradesmen, farmers, and
the unemployed of the Czech lands! It
is high time to start building, organ-
ising, and educating a popular move-
ment that will be a real opposition and
alternative to the current capitalist
system and its regime. Without this
basis, parliamentary games are political
charlatanism and blather. No amount
of repression, laws, or brainwashing
will stop a quality mass and organised
popular movement that is consistently
linked internationally, including in the
world‘s decisive capitals.

Collective for Work, Culture and Science
(edited for reasons of space) @

Museum of communism in Prague. Photo: Henry Muhlpfordt —
creativecommons.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

WFP warns of worsening hunger crisis

MK

Over 30 million Nigerians
face hunger amid steep aid
cuts, with the World Food
Programme (WFP) warning
of rising instability across
the Sahel.

The UN’s World Food Pro-
gramme warns that funding cuts
— led by the United States and
followed by other Western donors
— are pushing millions in Nigeria
and the wider West African region
to the brink of famine, raising fears
of broader instability.

The United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) has issued a
warning about a worsening hunger
crisis in Nigeria, where nearly 31

in Nigeria amid aid cuts

million people are now facing acute
food insecurity. “This is equivalent
to the entire population of Texas
going hungry,” said Margot van der
Velden, WFP’s regional director for
West Africa.

Due to significant funding cuts
expected from August, WFP says
over 1.3 million people in Nigeria
will lose access to food and nutri-
tional aid. In the northeastern
state of Borno — a region severely
affected by years of conflict — 150
nutrition clinics may shut down,
placing 300,000 children at risk
of severe malnutrition and leaving
700,000 displaced people without
any means of survival.

The crisis reflects a broader
decline in international support. For

years, the US Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) played
a central role in humanitarian oper-
ations across northeastern Nigeria.
However, foreign aid cuts under the
Trump administration, followed
by reductions from other West-
ern governments, have severely
undermined assistance programs.
The WFP is now urgently seeking
US$130 million (AUD 198 million)
to sustain its work in Nigeria alone.

But the challenge extends
beyond Nigeria. Across West and
Central Africa, food insecurity is
rising while donor support con-
tinues to shrink. “WFP’s aid has
dropped by 60%, now reaching
only 5 million people, with Mali
and Niger suffering cuts of over

80% in emergency support,” van
der Velden said.

The agency’s latest funding fig-
ures show a deep gap between needs
and resources: Cameroon’s appeal
is just 19% funded; Mauritania 39%;
Central African Republic 49%; Mali
57%; and Niger 74%. In each case,
communities already facing climate
shocks, inflation, and conflict are
now also confronting the collapse
of food assistance.

The underlying drivers of the
crisis in Nigeria include depleted
household food stocks, rising food
prices, inflation, currency depre-
ciation, and persistent insecurity
— compounded by what WFP calls
“unprecedented funding cuts.”

Van der Velden cautioned that

the erosion of food aid is not only
a humanitarian issue but also a
threat to stability. “When there
is no food aid, hunger deepens
and tensions rise. Communities
fracture and the risk of instability
increases, making it more difficult
to maintain peace and resilience in
the region,” she said.

Without immediate funding,
WEP warns that millions in Nigeria
and across the Sahel may fall deeper
into crisis. As wealthy nations scale
back their commitments, vulnerable
populations in the Global South
are left to face the consequences
of decisions made far beyond their
borders.

AfricaNews via Telesur @&
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US nukes to the UK?

Anti-nuclear weapons protest march, Oxford, England, 1980.

Photo: Kim Traynor — wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

4 August 2025 13

Graham Holton

Anti-nuclear campaigners
have called for British PM Keir
Starmer to reveal if US nuclear
weapons are back in the UK. If
they are, it would be the first
time in seventeen years that
the US has done this.

The UK’s 2025 Strategic
Defence Review formally com-
mitted the country to join NATO’s
nuclear deterrence mission and
initiated the purchase of twelve
US-built F35A jets, capable of
delivering nuclear weapons. This
could reintroduce the UK’s airborne
nuclear capability. The weapons are
expected to be stored for the US Air
Force 493rd squadron.

The Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
armament spotted a US Air Force
C17 transport flight, authorised to
carry nuclear arms, going to RAF
Lakenheath from the US. Pentagon
documents show the procurement
of new dormitories and ballistic
shields, consistent with US readi-
ness for a ‘nuclear mission.’ The US
has refurbished more than twenty
previously abandoned nuclear
storage bunkers at Lakenheath in
Suffolk, potentially preparing it to
house new B61-12 bombs, which
yield up to fifty kilotons, equiva-
lent to three times the power of
the Hiroshima bomb.

UK officials maintain a ‘neither
confirm nor deny’ policy regard-
ing nuclear weapons deployed

on British soil, but Russia has
condemned the move calling it a
provocative escalation.

William Alberque, a former
director of Nato’s Arms Control,
Disarmament and WMD Non-Pro-
liferation Centre has said that the
evidence is “overwhelming.” Hans
Kristensen, nuclear information
project director at the Federation of
American Scientists, said that if cor-
rect this “would mean the number
of US tactical nuclear weapons in
Europe has been increased for
the first time since the cold war,”
increasing the number of nuclear
weapons “to probably 125-130.” &

Trump wants new nuclear
talks with Russia

US President Donald Trump has hinted that
he would resume negotiations to maintain
the existing restrictions on nuclear weapons
with Russia.

The president made his remarks as the New
START treaty, which limits the number of warheads
and the means of their delivery, is set to expire on 5
February 2026.

“That’s not an agreement you want expiring.
We're starting to work on that,” Trump told reporters
outside the White House before a trip to Scotland,
according to Reuters.

“When you take off nuclear restrictions, that’s a
big problem,” Trump said.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said earlier
this year that “dialogue between Russia and the US
on arms control is necessary, especially concerning
strategic stability.” He stressed, however, that it would
require “an appropriate level of trust,” which needs to

come with the normalisation of bilateral ties severed
by the Biden administration in 2022.

The New START treaty was signed in 2010 by
then-Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and his
US counterpart Barack Obama during a brief period
of rapprochement known as the “reset.”

Relations later deteriorated to historic lows over
allegations of Russian interference in the 2016 US
presidential election and the conflict in Ukraine.

During Trump’s first term in office, the US withdrew
from the 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty with Russia, which banned ground-launched
missiles with ranges of 500 - 5,500 km, as well as the
1992 Open Skies Treaty, which allowed the countries
to conduct surveillance flights over each other’s terri-
tory. Moscow followed suit and accused Washington
of dismantling the global arms control system.
RT.com &
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Global Briefs

Israel: The Freedom Flotilla ship Handala has been illegally
intercepted by Israeli military forces in international waters.
Pre-recorded messages from the crew prepared in anticipa-
tion of interception call for the respective governments of the
crew members to uphold international maritime law and call
for their release. The 21 crew members come from 12 coun-
tries, including Australia. Handala was carrying food and
medical supplies, nappies, and baby formula, which author-
ities in Gaza warn are desperately needed in the next few
days as more than 100,000 children are at risk of dying of
starvation. The predecessor to Handala, Madleen, was also
illegally boarded by Israel in international waters in June.

Ghana: Major reforms to mining laws have been announced
which aim to improve transparency and ensure locals obtain
some direct benefit from mineral wealth extracted from their
lands. Mining leases will have shorter durations and mining
companies will lose the right to automatic license renewal if
they fail to meet certain obligations. For the first time, min-
ing corporations will also be required to share a set percent-
age of mineral sales with the communities hosting mines.
The new reforms will only apply to new contracts, however,
which contrasts with the retrospective policies established
earlier by Mali and Burkina Faso. Ghana is Africa’s top gold
producer, an exporter of bauxite and manganese, and is
preparing to enter the lithium market.

Panama: Trade unions and the broader Panamanian labour
movement have mobilised against the Mulino government’s
capitulation to the USA’s imperialist demands. A memoran-
dum of understanding signed between the US and Panama
established US-friendly military operations. The militar-
ies of both countries are set to cooperate with training and
exercises in Panama, while the US Navy is to be compen-
sated for any tolls and charges incurred during passage
through the Panama Canal. These arrangements are meant
to comply with the 1977 Treaty of Neutrality. A joint decla-
ration made by US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth and
President Mulino accepts the memorandum, with Hegseth
congratulating Panama as the “first country in our hemi-
sphere to abandon [China’s] Belt and Road initiative.” The
Panamanian version of the joint declaration includes rec-
ognition of Panama’s “inalienable sovereignty” over the
Panama Canal. The US version excludes these words.

Netherlands: The International Court of Justice has
released a non-binding advisory opinion stating that coun-
tries have an obligation to prevent climate change harm and
may be responsible for reparations paid to affected coun-
tries. The ruling has major ramifications for diplomatic nego-
tiations over climate harm, as impacted states now have
a clearer pathway to litigation against polluters. Australian
legal and climate experts have warned that Australia may
be particularly liable for reparations given our dispropor-
tionate contributions to greenhouse gas levels, lacklustre
performance on climate action, and disruption of climate
diplomacy. Experts have recognised that, in light of the
ICJ’s advice, Australia and other wealthy nations have an
obligation towards smaller and more vulnerable states.
Among those vulnerable states is Vanuatu, whose stu-
dents and government led a campaign for climate justice for
Pacific nations which was supported by over 130 countries
and prompted the ICJ’s ruling. While non-binding, the ICJ’s
advice will be a cornerstone of future developments in inter-
national climate law.

Argentina: President Javier Millei is celebrating a drop in
inflation, but the rate of personal borrowing has skyrocket-
ed in Argentina. A recent report by the Social and Economic
Statistics and Tendencies Institute shows that 91 per cent of
Argentine homes have some form of debt, and that 58 per
cent of those loans were taken to buy food.
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China-Australia friendship
and a shared future

Wang Fenzhong

Acting Consul-General of China in
Perth

This year marks the S8oth
anniversary of the victory of
the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression and the World
Anti-Fascist War. More than
eight decades ago, during
one of humanity’s darkest
hours, China and Australia
stood firmly as allies in the
fight against fascism, defend-
ing human dignity and world
peace through immense sac-
rifice. Today, as we commem-
orate this historic triumph,
we reflect deeply on the past
while solemnly reaffirming
our commitment to a shared
future.

I. Remembering History: The
Light of Justice in Shared
Struggle

As the main Eastern theatre
of the World Anti-Fascist War,
China endured 14 years of brutal
resistance, suffering over 35
million casualties and economic
losses amounting to hundreds of
billions of dollars. The Chinese
people’s tenacious struggle effec-
tively pinned down the bulk of the
Japanese forces, thwarting Japan’s
ambitions to advance northward
against the Soviet Union and
southward into the Pacific, making
great contributions to the victory
of the World Anti-Fascist War. As
former Australian Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull once remarked,
“Without the immense sacrifices
on the Chinese front, the flames
of Japanese aggression might have
already engulfed the Australian
continent.”

Australian forces fought val-
iantly in pivotal battles such as
the Coral Sea and New Guinea
campaigns, forming a strategic
complement to China’s resistance
efforts. Together, our nations wrote
an indelible chapter in the global
pursuit of freedom and peace. This
shared legacy, forged in blood and

courage, is best encapsulated by

the ANZAC spirit: “The days we

fought together will forever bind
our hearts.”

II. Honouring the Fallen: A

Friendship Forged in Blood

and Fire

We pay tribute to the heroes
who laid down their lives for
national independence and free-
dom, and we express profound
gratitude to all anti-fascist forces
worldwide who stood with the
Chinese people in their struggle
for justice.

The Chinese people will never
forget:

+ The thousands of Chinese-
Australian youths who joined
in the World Anti-Fascist
War, forming the largest
ethnic minority group in the
Australian military;

 The “Gull Force,” who fought
side by side with Chinese
Communist-led resistance
forces in Hainan, sacrificing
their lives for a common cause;

» The Wollongong dockworkers
who went on strike to block
shipments of war materials
to Japan, their rallying cry —
“Pig iron can melt, but justice
will never solidify” — still
resonating today.

These acts of courage and sol-
idarity across borders form the
deepest and strongest foundation
of China-Australia friendship.
II1. Cherishing Peace: Peaceful
Development Prevails over
Conflict and Confrontation

The scars of war remind us that
peace is not a given. It’s a funda-
mental civilisational value that must
be collectively safeguarded. As the
proverb wisely states, “It takes more
courage to keep the peace than to
go to war.”

Though peace and development
remain the defining themes of our
era, the world remains far from
tranquil. The spectre of conflict
still looms over humanity. The
more turbulent and intertwined the
international situation becomes, the
more we must firmly uphold the

Chinese Dragon as part of the Chinese New Year celebrations at Sovereign Hill outdoor museum, Ballarat,
Victoria. Photo: Chris Fithall — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

UN-centred international system,
the international order under-
pinned by international law, the
fundamental norms of international
relations based on the purposes of
the Charter of the United Nations,
and advance an equal and orderly
multipolar world and a universally
beneficial and inclusive economic
globalisation.

The Chinese people have no
gene for seeking hegemony or
engaging in militaristic expansion.
Since the founding of New China,
China has never initiated any war
or occupied an inch of foreign land.
China is ready to work with Aus-
tralia to stay firmly on the path of
peaceful development.

IV. Shaping the Future:
Asia-Pacific Partners on a
Win-Win Path

Today, unilateralism and pro-
tectionism are on the rise, while
acts of hegemony, coercion, and

bullying threaten global stability.
Humanity once again faces a cross-
roads: unity or division, dialogue or
confrontation, win-win cooperation
or zero-sum rivalry.

Aimed at building a shared
future, China calls on all nations to
uphold solidarity, choosing dialogue
over confrontation, partnership
over alliance, and mutual benefit
over zero-sum games. We must
embrace true multilateralism and
jointly build a community with a
shared future for mankind.

As fellow Asia-Pacific nations
and key G20 members, China and
Australia share no historical griev-
ances or fundamental conflicts
of interest. We are fully capable
of becoming trusted partners in
mutual success, contributing to the
prosperity of both nations and the
peace and stability of our region
and the world.

From the crucible of World

War II to the era of globalisation,
China-Australia relations have
weathered storms and emerged
stronger.

History teaches us that true
friendship is not the absence of
storms, but the resolve to weather
them together. True partnership
is not merely about promises, but
about walking side by side.

May China and Australia join
hands to carry forward our friend-
ship through remembrance and
shape a brighter future through
cooperation. Let our bond flourish
like Australia’s jacaranda and Chi-
na’s peony, shining together under
the sun of peace, and creating an
even brighter tomorrow for the
Asia-Pacific region! &

Trinity 80 years on - the British role

Graham Holton

2025 is the 8oth anniversary of the Trinity
atomic bomb test. Less well-known is the role
Britain played in both the test and the deliv-
ery of the first nuclear weapon used in war.

In 1940, British scientists Otto Frisch and Rudolf
Peierls, showed that a small amount of enriched ura-
nium-235 could make a very powerful bomb. The
British scientific group investigated the feasibility of
developing atomic weapons, culminating in the MAUD
Report in 1941. The MAUD Committee concluded that
an atomic bomb was practical and urgent, influencing
the US decision to begin the Manhattan Project.

In 1943, UK Prime Minister Winston Churchill
and President Franklin D Roosevelt signed the Quebec
Agreement with Britain joining in the development of
the bomb. Four members of the British Mission became
group leaders at the Los Alamos research centre. The
Quebec Agreement specified that nuclear weapons would
not be used against another country without mutual
consent. On 4 July 1945, Britain agreed that the use of
nuclear weapons against Japan would be recorded as
a decision of the Combined Policy Committee.

On 16 July 1945 Trinity, the first-ever nuclear bomb
test, was conducted by the US in New Mexico. British
scientists were deeply involved in the design, phys-
ics, and development behind the test. The test was so
secret that Churchill was not briefed until afterwards.

The Royal Air Force (RAF) had originally planned
to play a major role in dropping the bomb over Hiro-
shima. The Allies needed an aircraft capable of carrying
and delivering the massive nuclear weapon, and the
British Avro Lancaster bomber was considered the
most suitable due to its large bomb bay. Later, the
US insisted on using its own aircraft to maintain its
strategic and logistical control and modified a Boeing
B-29 Superfortress to deliver the 13 ton “Little Boy.”
The atomic bomb was dropped exclusively by US forces
on Hiroshima on 6 August 1945, killing 80,000 people.
Three days later a Super-Fortress dropped a second
bomb over Nagasaki killing 40,000 people. A British
observer was present.

Winston Churchill wrote that the bomb: ‘should
arouse the most solemn reflections in the mind and
conscience of every human capable of comprehension.’
His successor, Clement Attlee declared that the UK
and the USA were “responsible as never before for the
future of the human race.”

By then the atomic bomb was logistically, polit-
ically, and militarily firmly in the hands of the US
government. UK and US cooperation ended and the
last British government employees left Los Alamos in
1947. Britain, craving superpower status, decided to
build its own atomic bomb independently, leading to
testing on the Montebello Islands in Western Australia
in1952. &
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‘New kind of
political party’
launched in UK

Former UK Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn and
Zarah Sultana have reaffirmed their intention
to launch a new political party of the social-
ist left to challenge a system rigged against
working people.

The two former Labour MPs issued a joint state-
ment committing to the new party after three weeks
of sometimes tense and challenging discussions since
Sultana quit the Labour Party.

They pledged the creation of “a new kind of politi-
cal party — one that belongs to you” and looked ahead
to a founding conference at which members would
“decide the party’s direction, the model of leadership
and the policies that are needed to transform society.”

The founding process will also determine the name
of the new party. It is understood that the process will
be overseen by a working group to be established by
the Independent Alliance of MPs, of which Corbyn
and Sultana are both members.

Polling shows that the party will pose a serious
threat to Labour, with one survey putting the two
neck-and-neck on 15 per cent.

In alliance with the Greens, currently in the midst
of their own leadership contest, it could overhaul
Labour as the main electoral expression of the left
in British politics.

Certainly its existence will complicate PM Keir
Starmer’s political strategy, which relies exclusively
on trying to appeal to right-wing and even racist voters
and has created the vacuum which the Corbyn-Sultana
initiative seeks to fill.

The statement resolves protracted arguments over
how the party would be led on an interim basis, until
the initiative has its democratic processes in place.

Considerable pressure was brought to bear by
leading figures on the left for agreement to be reached.

“The system is rigged when 4.5 million children live
in poverty in the sixth-richest country in the world,”
the statement said. “The system is rigged when giant
corporations make a fortune from rising bills.”

“The system is rigged when the government says
there is no money for the poor, but billions for war. We
cannot accept these injustices, and neither should you.”

The statement continued: “We will only fix the
crises in our society with a mass redistribution of
wealth and power. That means taxing the very richest
in our society.

“That means an NHS (National Health Service)
free from privatisation and bringing energy, water,
rail and mail into public ownership,” it added, and
“investing in a massive council-house building

programme” — recalling some of the most popular
policies of Labour under Corbyn.

The Corbyn-Sultana statement also takes aim
at “the government’s complicity in crimes against
humanity. Now, more than ever, we must defend the
right to protest against genocide.

“That is why we will keep demanding an end to all
arms sales to Israel and for the only path to peace — a
free and independent Palestine.

“The great dividers want you to think that the
problems in our society are caused by migrants or
refugees. They’re not. They are caused by an economic
system that protects the interests of corporations and
billionaires.

“It is ordinary people who create the wealth — and
it is ordinary people who have the power to put it back
where it belongs.

“It’s time for a new kind of political party. One that
is rooted in our communities, trade unions and social
movements. One that builds power in all regions and
nations. One that belongs to you.”

Corbyn, who polling shows to be more popular
than the Prime Minister — a very low bar, admittedly
— said “The Labour Party is a very top-down, highly
centralised party that is full of control freaks.

“This is going to be community-led, commu-
nity-based, grassroots-led; this is going to be very
different, and you know what? It’s going to be fun.”

He also pledged close collaboration with Sultana,
saying: “We’re working absolutely together on this. So
it’s all fine, we’re working very well together, all of us.”

The party is understood to have attracted well over
100,000 supporters since Sultana’s announcement on
3 July and will be aiming to surpass Reform’s claimed
200,000 members to become the second-biggest party
in the country after Labour.

It is believed that the as-yet unnamed party will
hold its inaugural conference in the near future.

One issue to be determined is whether it will take
the form of an alliance of already existing left and
independent electoral initiatives across the country,
be a more formally structured organisation, or some
hybrid of the two.

Whatever final view is taken, it will be registered
with the Electoral Commission as a party.

It will have to decide how best to give effect to the
two leaders’ pledge to “build a democratic movement
that can take on the rich and powerful — and win” as
Britain enters a period of increasing electoral and
political volatility.
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Measured and gradual (approach)

This is Reserve Bank Governor Michelle Bullock-speak
for not giving Australians an interest rate cut when every-
one is hanging out for one and all sorts of economists are
saying it's a good idea. Bullock has dug in and is making a
virtue of it. This might work for you. The next time some-
one asks you to put the bins out when it’s your turn, just tell
them you're taking a measured and gradual approach to the
issue and don't lift a finger. Then take the bins out when it’s
too late.

Wrested

This is one of those weaselly words that makes a non-phys-
ical process seem physical as well as more impressive
than it is. Liberal Tim Wilson ran an extremely well-fund-
ed and allegedly quite dirty campaign against independent
Zoe Daniels and only just scraped back in — in a seat which
had been rusted-on Liberal before being blessed with the
Wilson charisma. So the AFR’s Phil Coorey says Wilson
‘wrested’ the seat back from Daniels as though the victory
hadn’t gone down to triple digits.

‘Decent’

One of the Nine papers’ editorials wants a “new generation
of decent unionists” to replace officials arbitrarily sacked by
the undemocratic administration that was appointed to run
the CFMEU. Nine’s campaign against democratically-elect-
ed union officials who scored big wins for workers in one
of our most dangerous industries suggests the company
wouldn’t know decency if it bit them in the leg.

Western civilisation (guy)

Western civilisation definitely has its good points, but is
all too often just used as a way of making mindless big-
otry look classy to people who don’t know much about
civilisation of any sort. After making a career of saying
‘alpha male’ a lot, former Australian Nick Adams came to
Donald Trump’s attention and has been appointed US
ambassador to Malaysia, where the Donald may have rea-
soned he can't do much harm. Trump might as well have
sent a bumper sticker to do the job. Adams says he’s a
“Western Civilisation guy,” but then again, he says a lot of
things. The Malaysians apparently aren'’t thrilled with host-
ing someone whose idea of Western Civilisation consists of
a lot of Islamophobic trolling.

Welcome

Sometimes we say we “welcome” something we can’t get
out of. So it is that Defence Minister Richard Marles, who
has chained his political future to AUKUS, the most expen-
sive mistake in Australian history says that he and the Labor
government “welcome” the Trump administration’s review of
AUKUS. Marles has assured us that any government would
review a program like AUKUS, but hasn't explained why
the ALP didn’t review the thing when they inherited it from
Morrison.

Debate (free-flowing, not stifled)

How do you like your debate? The Australian Financial
Review likes debate to be free-flowing — as long as it flows
the right way. Looking ahead to the coming Productivi-
ty Summit, the AFR has fretted that ACTU Secretary Sally
McManus might be about to “stifle” the debate by holding
out for workers’ rights when it comes to pay and conditions.
They worry that people who work for unions might have
“ideological” biases (see previous Weasel Words). Some-
one should tell them that a debate in which only one side
gets to speak is a speech.
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What is behind China’s
climate leadership?

Ganesh Tailor

We are living through the prime exis-
tential threat facing life on this planet.
The climate crisis is an undeniable
reality born from the inherent con-
tradictions of capitalism. The profit
motive and its ecological impacts in
development are increasingly borne
by the planet and its peoples. We are
continually told of supposed “solu-
tions” that are, in reality, nothing
more than greenwashing, and tooth-
less accords meant to at best manage
decline, and at worst open new car-
bon markets.

Despite the ruthless propaganda emanat-
ing from the worst offenders in Washington
and Ottowa (editor’s note: and Canberra!),
the People’s Republic of China, under the
leadership of the Communist Party, is demon-
strating the superiority of centralised and
long-term economic planning in tackling
this global challenge.

SETTING THE RECORD
STRAIGHT

We must first address the half-truth that
China is the world’s biggest polluter. China
indeed has the highest absolute emissions of
any country. But that is the half-truth. The
other half requires us to ask where these
emissions come from.

The PRC, with a population of over 1.4
billion, will unsurprisingly have high yearly
emissions. On a per capita basis, however,
China’s first-place position tumbles well
below that of the US and Canada.

Neither can we omit the historical record
of obscene fossil fuel emissions on which the
US and its partners in imperialism built their
empire. These advanced capitalist countries
accumulated and continue to accumulate a
vast climate debt to the order of 60-86 per-
cent of historical emissions and therefore
have a primary responsibility to lead and
support sustainable transition.

Conversely, China’s development is
recent. While its share of cumulative emis-
sions has risen to between 1-15 per cent,
it has supported one-eighth of the world’s
population and produced a large part of
those emissions in its role as the ‘workshop
of the world’ which manufactures a signif-
icant bulk of goods consumed outside its
borders. Emissions from these imports are
embodied in the toys, tools and electronics
we conveniently find on the shelves of the
nearest store.

Judging China as identical or worse
based on the absolute emissions of today
obscures the West’s centuries of far harsher
and cumulative damage.

DOMESTIC AND
INTERNATIONALIST

Unlike the anarchy of production and
pursuit of quarterly profits inherent to
capitalism, China’s Five-Year Plans allow
for the massive, state-led mobilisation of
resources with long-term sustainable goals
in mind. These initiatives, necessary for the

Wind Farm in Guangling County, Shanxi. Photo: Hahaheditor12667 — wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Capitalism created the climate
crisis and is incapable of solving it

common good, have led to the PRC’s rise as
the world leader in solar panel production
and installation and its dominance in wind
and hydroelectric projects, along with rapid
expansions in electric vehicles and high-
speed rail.

While admirable, these efforts cannot
transform China’s energy landscape over-
night. Coal, one of the dirtiest fossil fuels,
still dominates the energy mix powering
China, along with oil. However, the recent
and massive uptick in development and
instalment of renewable energy cannot
be ignored. Installing more wind turbines
and solar panels than the rest of the world
combined makes it a safe bet to predict a
monumental shift in China’s energy use
patterns.

Chinese infrastructure initiatives do not
halt at their border. Through the Belt-and-
Road Initiative, Global South countries have
received loans to build green infrastructure
and develop their sovereign economies
without having to concede to structural
adjustment or austerity programs, as infa-
mously required by the IMF and World
Bank. Instead, China has worked with
Pakistan and Zambia to build solar farms,
Ethiopia and South Africa to build wind
turbines, and Laos and Ecuador to build
hydroelectric dams — to name only a few.
These projects enable partner countries to
diversify their energy sources, especially
away from fossil fuels, and strengthen their
sovereignty through economic growth and
stability.

CUBA’S ENERGY
SOVEREIGNTY

The 65-year-long economic war waged by
the US against Cuba has been a suffocating
siege designed with explicit and genocidal
intent. Cuba’s energy sector has been a pri-
mary target of US imperialist aggression,
preventing access to fuel, technology and
spare parts for its Soviet-era energy grids.
The resulting struggle is borne by all of Cuba,
with the people enduring blackouts and fuel
shortages impacting homes, refrigerators,
hospitals, and production.

To bolster Cuba’s energy sector is a much-
needed lifeline. China has not merely sold
technology or provided loans; it has donated
solar farms, along with at least 70 tons of
power generator parts and accessories to
make the Cuban energy grid more robust.
China has additionally provided significant
financing for solar infrastructure, with pro-
jections for solar powering two-thirds of
present-day Cuban demand by 2028.

Oil can be sanctioned. The sun? Not
so much. Every megawatt of Chinese-built
solar energy is a megawatt out of reach of
the US blockade. These projects are building
Cuba’s energy sovereignty from the ground
up, diversifying sources and making it less
dependent on fossil fuel imports which are
many times halted by the US.

A stabilised power grid directly trans-
lates to a better quality of life for everyday
Cubans. Solar farms reduce the frequency
and duration of blackouts and free up foreign

currency, otherwise spent on oil, to be spent
on crucial resources like food and medicine
imports. Partnership with the PRC in energy
diversification away from imperialist-led
fossil fuel hegemony bolsters Cuba’s ability
to serve its people and continue defending
its hard-fought revolution.

SOCIALISM:
THE WAY FORWARD

Capitalism created the climate crisis and
is incapable of solving it. Capitalist solutions
are built to turn a profit, not reverse climate
change. The PRC’s strategy of long-term and
centralised planning, along with strategic
market utilisation, shows the world a viable
path forward. It is important to recognise
China’s real advances where it is leading the
world towards a necessary and timely green
transition — this means rejecting the rabid
anti-China narrative pushed by governments
and media.

Combatting climate catastrophe means
fighting for a public-led and planned green
transition in Canada that ensures job growth
in the green energy sector. This can only be
achieved by shattering the stranglehold of
fossil fuel and natural resource monopolies.

There is no future for our planet and
humanity if it continues to be dictated by
profit. We need to sharpen the struggle for
socialism — the only viable future is one that
is planned, collective and internationalist.
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