
Israel is carrying out a deliberate cam-
paign of starvation in the occupied 
Gaza Strip, systematically destroying 
the health, well-being, and social fabric 
of Palestinian life, Amnesty Interna-
tional said as it published new testi-
monies of starved, displaced civilians.

Their accounts underscore the organ-
isation’s repeated findings that the deadly 
combination of hunger and disease is not 
an unfortunate byproduct of Israel’s military 
operations. It is the intended outcome of 
plans and policies that Israel has designed 
and implemented, over the past 22 months, 
to deliberately inflict on Palestinians in Gaza 
conditions of life calculated to bring about 
their physical destruction – which is part and 
parcel of Israel’s ongoing genocide against 
Palestinians in Gaza.

“As Israeli authorities threaten to launch 
a full-scale ground invasion of Gaza City, the 
testimonies we have collected are far more 
than accounts of suffering, they are a sear-
ing indictment of an international system 
that has granted Israel a license to torment 
Palestinians with near-total impunity for 
decades,” said Erika Guevara Rosas, Senior 
Director for Research, Advocacy, Policy and 
Campaigns at Amnesty International.

“The impact of Israel’s blockade and 
its ongoing genocide on civilians, particu-
larly on children, people with disabilities, 
those with chronic illnesses, older people 
and pregnant and breastfeeding women 
is catastrophic and cannot be undone by 
simply increasing the number of aid trucks 
or restoring performative, ineffective and 
dangerous airdrops of aid.

“To even begin reversing the devastating 
consequences of Israel’s inhumane policies 
and actions, which have made mass star-
vation a grim reality in Gaza, there must be 
an immediate, unconditional lifting of the 
blockade and a sustained ceasefire.

“Healthcare facilities must be equipped 
with the supplies and equipment they need 
to function. Civilians must be freed from 
the constant threat of mass displacement. 
Trusted humanitarian organizations must 
be allowed to deliver aid and shelter safely 
and without arbitrary restrictions, in a way 
that respects the dignity and humanity of 
the civilian population. Most urgently, any 

plan to entrench the occupation of Gaza or 
escalate the military offensive must be halted.

“While millions around the world con-
tinue to take to the streets in protest and 
world leaders engage in rhetorical posturing, 
Israel’s deliberate and systematic campaign 
of starvation continues to inflict unbearable 
suffering on an entire population. Palestinian 
children are being left to waste away, forcing 
families into an impossible choice: helplessly 
hearing the cries of their emaciated children 
pleading for food, or risking death or injury 
in a desperate search for aid.”

Over the last few weeks, Amnesty Inter-
national interviewed 19 Palestinians, who 
are now residing in three makeshift camps 
for internally displaced people (IDPs), as 
well as two medical staff members treating 
malnourished children in two hospitals in 
Gaza City.

As of 17 August, the Ministry of Health 
in Gaza recorded the deaths of 110 children 
from malnutrition-related complications.

In an alert published on 29 July 2025, the 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC) reported that famine thresholds had 
been reached for food consumption in most 
of Gaza, concluding that the worst-case sce-
nario for famine is already playing out and the 
number of people, including children, dying 
from starvation will continue to increase.

This alarming reality was reflected in 
data collected by the Nutrition Cluster, 
according to which nearly 13,000 cases of 
acute malnutrition admissions for treatment 
among children were recorded in July, the 
highest monthly figure since October 2023. 
Of those, at least 2,800 (22%) were cases of 
severe acute malnutrition.

Israeli authorities have further exacer-
bated the inhumane conditions that their 
policies have created by continuing to 
obstruct the work of most major humani-
tarian organizations and UN agencies inside 
Gaza, including by repeatedly rejecting 
their requests to bring lifesaving aid into 
Gaza. These arbitrary restrictions have been 
accompanied by the introduction of new rules 
on the registration of international NGOs, 
which, if implemented, will prohibit these 
organisations from operating in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory (OPT) entirely.

“Most families in Gaza are beyond 

breaking point. They have already exhausted 
whatever scant resources they had and are 
entirely dependent on humanitarian aid. 
The restrictions that the Israeli authorities 
impose on the work of major humanitarian 
organisations and their threats to ban them 
effectively cut off these families from their 
only lifeline,” said Erika Guevara Rosas.

The combined impact of Israel’s policies 
of mass starvation, multiple forced displace-
ments, and restrictions on access to life-sav-
ing aid has been particularly devastating 
for pregnant and breastfeeding women. Of 
the 747 pregnant and breastfeeding women 
that Save the Children screened in its clinics 

during the first half of July, 323 (43%) were 
malnourished.

Pregnant and breastfeeding women inter-
viewed by Amnesty International spoke about 
the massive scarcity of items indispensable to 
their survival, the agonising reality of being 
a pregnant or new mother while living in a 
tent in the extreme summer heat, and the 
desperate daily struggle to secure food, baby 
formula and clean water. They also shared 
feelings of guilt for failing to provide for their 
children, fears over who would care for their 
children if they were killed, and anxiety over 
the impact of malnutrition on the growth 
and wellbeing of their children.  

Guardian
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA� www.cpa.org.au

The Workers’ Weekly

$   5

ISSN 1325-295X

We acknowledge the sovereignty of the First Peoples of Australia.

#2159  25 August 2025

125
Trump’s culture warsThe global plastics 

treaty: what went wrong

Most families in Gaza are  
beyond breaking point

The Guardian  
has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast”

Israel’s campaign  
of starvation



2   25 August 2025� Guardian

How happy is Hamas  
and does it matter?

On Monday 11 August, Prime Minister Albanese 
announced that Australia would recognise a Palestin-
ian state. Australia was the latest in a line of countries 
to make this decision. It’s something Australia should 
have done a long time ago, and it’s far from the most 
this country could do. As journalist Osman Faruqi 
put it, recognition “allows Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese and Foreign Minister Penny Wong to look 
like they are ratcheting up the pressure on Israel, 
while remaining committed to them economically 
and militarily and steadfastly remaining opposed to 
tangible sanctions.”

Not everyone is happy about the move. Israel and 
the USA usually describe recognition of Palestine 
as “rewarding Hamas.” Strangely, nobody calls our 
continued recognition of Israel “rewarding Netan-
yahu,” and very few point out that some countries 
have recognised Palestinian statehood for decades 
before Hamas existed. The Coalition and the Murdoch 
media toed the US line and described the decision in 
much the same way, as a reward for Hamas. 

On the Wednesday after the announcement, a 
quote apparently from a Hamas founder about the 
statement became a major story. Nine journalist 
Matthew Knott had quoted a statement from Hassan 
Youssef not only welcoming the decision, but praising 
Albanese for “political courage” and connecting the 
recognition to the attack Hamas and other groups car-
ried out on 7 October 2023. Knott said that Albanese 
“has been accused of emboldening Hamas.”

This seems to be a beat-up on Knott’s part, cer-
tainly not his first (Knott contributed to Nine’s 
shameful ‘Red Alert’ series, calling for war with 
China). It turned out that Youssef has been in an 
Israeli prison since 2023. After media questioning, 
Knott’s story was updated to clarify that the statement 
was issued by Yousef’s office. Hamas has denied that 
Yousef issued any statement.

Whatever Yousef did or didn’t say, how much 
does this matter? We could expect Hamas and other 
Palestinian groups to approve of Palestine being rec-
ognised as a state. Recognition is the right thing to do 
regardless of who approves or doesn’t. It emphasises 
that Israel is carrying out its genocide in someone 
else’s country and lends strength to arguments that 
Australia needs to do more to support the state whose 
country is invaded, and whose people are being delib-
erately starved by the occupier.

The reaction to the recognition says a lot about 
how our media and politicians view Palestinian resist-
ance. Most of Australia’s capitalist media, and our 
most pro-US politicians faithfully echoed the US/
Israel attack line that any recognition is a reward for 
Palestinian resistance. In fact, it’s the bare minimum 
justice demands.

Far more important than the stories Knott spins 
and the question of who approves or disapproves of 
Australia recognising Palestinian statehood are the 
other things Australia could be doing. This country 
needs to be sanctioning Israel. We need to cancel our 
support for the Israeli war machine by cancelling 
contracts with Israeli military companies like Elbit, 
and ending our export of what Penny Wong has called 
“non-lethal” parts for the very lethal F-35 jets Israel 
has used to bomb Gaza. 

The Communist Party of Australia supports 
Palestinian existence, statehood, and resistance to   
occupation, apartheid and genocide. We reject the 
false characterisation of Palestine as  exactly the same 
as Hamas.  Palestine is a nation, and its resistance 
takes many forms.

Keep reading and support this paper if you want 
media that doesn’t just trot along with the Israeli line. 
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Australian journalists have 
united in support of their col-
leagues in Gaza, releasing a 
landmark video paying tribute 
to the 179 Palestinian media 
workers so far killed by the 
Israeli military in the conflict.

More than 100 members of 
the Media, Entertainment & Arts 
Alliance (MEAA) who work as jour-
nalists for a wide range of outlets 
appear in the video, reading the 
names of each journalist who has 
been killed.

The video has been produced 
and endorsed by MEAA and is 
being circulated across social media 
channels.

It features some of the nation’s 
most high-profile media figures 
with music by Connor D’Netto, 
performed by Jayson Gillham.

D’Netto’s score, Witness, is 
dedicated to the journalists of Gaza.

“MEAA and its members have 
a proud history of denouncing 
attacks on journalists around the 
world,” said MEAA Media Federal 
President Michael Slezak.

“Since October 2023, 271 jour-
nalists and media workers have 
been killed across the globe, with 
around 180 of those being Pales-
tinian media workers reporting 
on the horrors being inflicted on 
the civilians of Gaza, making it the 

most dangerous place on Earth to 
be a journalist.”

“As was made abundantly clear 
this week in the wake of the killing 
of five Al Jazeera staff, journalists 
have been deliberately targeted by 
the Israeli military.

“With international media con-
tinuing to be locked out of Gaza, 
we are relying on our Palestinian 
colleagues to be the world’s eyes 
and ears, bringing news about this 
conflict to international audiences, 
while facing the very real threat 
of death.

“We remember each of our slain 
Palestinian colleagues.

“We also demand the 
Israeli government: stop killing 
journalists.”

MEAA chief executive Erin 
Madeley said the video sought to 
pay tribute to, and express solidarity 
with, Palestinian journalists, while 
also highlighting the devastating 
impacts on press freedom.

“Newsrooms around the world, 
including here in Australia, are 
scrambling to provide news out of 
Gaza, relying entirely on Palestinian 
journalists for footage and first-
hand accounts from the ground,”  
Madeley said.

“In addition to their rising death 
toll, Palestinian journalists continue 
to work in Gaza under increasingly 

untenable conditions, exposing 
them to sickness, starvation, and 
bombardment.

“Preventing these journalists 
from doing their jobs safely is a 
blatant attack on press freedom 
everywhere: it is stopping the 
flow of crucial information out of 
a conflict zone and restricting the 
public’s right to know.

“Press freedom is a core part 
of the union’s business and MEAA 
members have a proud history of 
campaigning – and winning – on 
this issue.”

Since October 2023, MEAA 
has spoken out condemning the 
death of journalists from Palestine, 
Israel, Lebanon, and elsewhere in 
the region.

Last year, MEAA members 
held a vigil to memorialise slain 
colleagues. They have raised 
around $30,000 for the Palestinian 
Journalists Syndicate to provide 
essential food, hygiene, and tel-
ecommunications equipment to 
journalists in Gaza.

The renewed call to stop the 
killing and allow international 
journalists into Gaza aligns with the 
work of media unions around the 
world, including the International 
Federation of Journalists and its 
affiliates.  

Gaza – Tribute to 
slain media workers

From 27 February to 1 March 
2026, elected delegates rep-
resenting Communist Party 
organisations from all over 
Australia will gather in Mel-
bourne for the 15th National 
Congress of the Party. There 
will be an opening on the Fri-
day night, 27 February, to 
which all Guardian readers, 
their families and friends are 
invited. (Details will be pro-
vided in a future issue of the 
Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will 
discuss the work of the Party, make 
any amendments to and adopt a 
Political Resolution. In the lead-up 
to the Congress, Party members 
are discussing and submitting 

amendments to the draft Political 
Resolution. In January 2026 the 
Central Committee will consider 
these amendments and finalise the 
draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Cen-
tral Committee to lead the work of 
the Party until the next National 
Congress. As the highest body of 
the Party, it can also amend the 
Party’s Program and Constitution 
and adopt other resolutions as its 
delegates may determine.

The CPA has launched a Spe-
cial Appeal to help defray the costs 
associated with holding a National 
Congress. These are considerable 
with delegates coming from as far 
away as Perth, the printing of doc-
uments, etc.

We are appealing to Party 
members, organisations, and all 
friends and supporters of the Party, 
including Guardian readers, to 
help us reach our $10,000 target 
as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the 
form below or write your details on 
a separate piece of paper to send 
with your contribution. Payment by 
credit card can also be phoned in 
on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct 
credit details.

All contributions will be 
acknowledged in the Guardian, 
with the names of contributors 
unless otherwise requested. We 
look forward to your support for 
this important occasion.  

Congress Appeal

15th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal 
I, (Name) ........................................................
Address.................................................................................... 
wish to contribute $................ to the above Appeal. 

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash  
for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
For Credit Card payments fill out the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20 □ Visa □ Mastercard 
Name on the card ....................................
Signature: ......................................... 
Card Number __________ _________ ________ _________ 
Expiry Date ____/____

I agree/disagree to having my name published in the Guardian 
in acknowledgement of my contribution. 

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010  
or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

Direct credit details
BSB 062006 
Acct 00802169
or use the QR code.
Include “Congress Appeal” with 
transaction. If you want to be 
acknowledged in the Guardian 
(give name as it should appear).
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Helensburgh miners win increased 
pay and job security

NSW: striking Helensburgh miners have secured signifi-
cant pay increases while defending their job security, in a 
new enterprise agreement voted up by Mining and Energy 
Union (MEU) members at Peabody’s Metropolitan mine.

Endorsement of the new deal by a strong majority of members ends 
a six-week dispute at the mine. It addresses workers’ key concerns 
about protecting job security and winning real pay increases after pre-
vious pay freezes and high inflation saw workers’ pay go backwards.

South West District Vice President Mark Jenkins said the result 
was a testament to the unity and determination of the miners to secure 
an acceptable deal for their families and community.

“Peabody leant hard on the MEU members at Metropolitan, but 
they stood firm to win this new agreement.

“Peabody’s lockout of MEU members was disgraceful, but in the 
end it only strengthened the resolve of the miners. Our members have 
again shown that the best and only way to stand up to the hardball tac-
tics of mining multinationals is to stand together through their union.

“Congratulations to the workers for being clear about what their 
priorities are and holding firm to achieve them.”

The new agreement locks in pay increases of 5% per year over the 
three-year term of the agreement, accounting for the decline in real 
pay under several years of high inflation.

The agreement also maintains job security protections, with a 
commitment from Peabody to increase the directly employed work-
force of the mine to full staffing levels before utilising contractors 
beyond ancillary works. Under this condition, Peabody is required 
to lift permanent and fixed-term employment this year. 

Negotiations between the miners and the US-based multinational 
broke down on Wednesday, 18 June when Peabody locked Mining 
and Energy Union members out for three weeks in retaliation for 
undertaking one-hour work stoppages. In response, MEU mem-
bers at Metropolitan notified of rolling strike actions and formed a 
picket at the entrance of the mine, which was lifted upon reaching 
an in-principle deal.

Helensburgh site delegate Matt Potter said the dispute wasn’t easy 
for the workers, but it was worthwhile to protect their job security.

“Being locked out and then on strike put significant financial strain 
on many of our members, but we knew that now was the time to stand 
up for the principle of job security in the coal industry.

“I’m immensely proud of the unity and strength of the Helens-
burgh lodge during this difficult time, and how we stood up for our 
rights and conditions against Peabody’s onslaught.

“I’m glad that we’re returning to work and can get back to what 
we do best.”
Mining and Energy Union  

Pitara Saukasik 

Teaching is one of those professions 
non-practitioner can’t leave alone. 
To an outsider, it looks like a simple 
process of standing in front of stu-
dents and telling them things. This is 
why the profession is bedevilled with 
simplistic proposals from non-teach-
ers, like the various schemes to bring 
in people from “the real world” to do 
quckie courses and become teachers 
(these tend not to go well). 

Now it’s the Productivity Commission’s 
turn. The Australian Education Union (AEU)
says the Commission has recommended the 
wrong solution with its suggestion in a newly 

released report that off-the-shelf lesson 
plans should be developed for teachers to 
help them save time and teach outside their 
area of expertise.

The union said the Commission had 
correctly identified unsustainable workloads 
and teacher shortages as major issues in 
school education. 

AEU Deputy President Meredith Peace 
said teachers wanted a significant cut in their 
administration workloads so they could spend 
more time on lesson planning and working 
with their colleagues to meet the individual 
needs of their students. 

They also wanted real action to end 
the teacher shortages impacting on all 
schools and particularly so that teachers 

didn’t have to teach outside their area of 
expertise. 

Research conducted as part of the 
national inquiry into school education found 
off-the-shelf lesson plans were the last thing 
teachers said would help them to lift results. 

The top priorities of teachers were addi-
tional classroom support, more teachers, and 
intensive tutoring support to help children 
at risk of falling behind. 

“Governments need to listen to the pro-
fession and respect their experienced and 
informed views about what is needed to lift 
results,” Peace said.

“The needs of students have never been 
more complex and diverse, and over one 
quarter in public schools have a disability. 

Teachers know that off-the-shelf lesson plans 
aren’t what they need to meet the individual 
needs of students. 

“They need better support inside and 
outside the classroom and a dramatic cut in 
the excessive administration and compliance 
workloads that are dragging their focus away 
from their students. 

“Teachers want what students need and 
that is why we have been campaigning to end 
the underfunding of public schools. 

“The new investment secured in agree-
ments between the Commonwealth and state 
and territory governments must be invested 
in ways that make a real difference to every 
child and every teacher in public schools.”  

Productivity Commission misses the mark

Image: Mining and Energy Union facebook

Peter Farmer

The list of institutions that 
have self-harmed in an 
attempt to appease Zionist 
opponents of free speech has 
grown by one. The Bendigo 
Writers’ Festival (BWF) has 
joined the club, where it sits 
with universities, the ABC, 
the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra, the State Libraries 
of Victoria and Queensland 
and others.  

50 writers and moderators 
have pulled out of the BWF after 
a ‘code of conduct’ was sprung on 

participants days before the festi-
val was to start.  Credit goes to La 
Trobe University. Participants in 
sessions sponsored by La Trobe 
were apparently sent the code of 
conduct detailing what they could 
and couldn’t say. At least 20 of 71 
planned events at the festival have 
been cancelled or are going ahead 
without speakers. 

The code of conduct includes a 
definition of antisemitism adopted 
by the university, which has been 
controversial, because it’s based 
on the contentious International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
‘working definition’ of antisemitism 

– contentious because it includes 
‘examples’ which describe criticism 
of Israel and Zionism as forms of 
antisemitism.

Melbourne University senior 
research fellow Denis Muller said 
that the Bendigo festival has “ques-
tions to answer about its code of 
conduct and the impact on freedom 
of speech, some of which have been 
raised by the Human Rights Law 
Centre in a letter asking for “urgent 
clarification.”

Goorie and Koori poet Araluen 
is co-editor of Overland literary 
journal. In her withdrawal letter, 
she told festival organisers the 

antisemitism definition infringes 
her freedom of speech. Specifi-
cally, it infringes what she called 
her cultural duty as a First Nations 
woman to speak out against oppres-
sion, “which includes speaking out 
against Israel’s ongoing UN-defined 
genocide of the Palestinian people.”

La Trobe University said in a 
statement that as a sponsor of the 
festival, it expected the BWF to 
“have measures in place to ensure 
respectful exchange of views as well 
as community safety.” The univer-
sity said that it had adopted the 
Universities Australia (UA) working 
definition of antisemitism, “along 

with all other Australian universi-
ties.” That’s incorrect, since some 
major universities have decided not 
to adopt the UA working definition. 

A group statement from writ-
ers Kate Larsen, Madison Griffiths 
and Cher Tan said that they were 
“appalled that another writers fes-
tival has made the choice to censor 
the very writers it relies upon ... we 
cannot in good conscience appear 
at the Festival while Palestinian 
and First Nations colleagues have 
been particularly targeted to toe a 
pro-Israel (or at best, Israel-neu-
tral) line.”  

Bendigo (not many) writers’ festival



4   25 August 2025� Guardian

Marcus Browning

“Each commodity represents 
a single unit of capitalist 
production; each is embedded 
with the congealed labour 
power, from the hands and the 
muscles and the minds of those 
who made them.”

Marx

The productivity roundtable 
is a response to the global 
economic crisis. Workers 
around the world are being 
reminded that capitalism is an 
unplanned and crisis-ridden 
economic system. Employers 
always chase maximum prof-
its. The roundtable is about 
using the new technologies 
to cut the cost of labour and 
increase output, lower wages, 
abolish benefits and cut work-
ing conditions. Globalisation 
has allowed capitalism to dou-
ble its global workforce. It 
has also created worldwide 
wage competition and many 
living wage jobs have been 
destroyed. Worldwide, pro-
duction has rapidly expanded.

Because workers are not paid 
the full value of what they produce, 
but only enough for them to sur-
vive, the world’s working people 
cannot buy back all the goods and 
services. This is the situation we 
are in now – an economic crisis of 
overproduction. Working people 
did not create the crisis, but they 
bear most of the hardship.

The present crisis has been 
made worse by the financiers and 
speculators syphoning off billions 
of dollars from the real economy of 
production and consumption and 
putting it into the casino economy 
to make quick gains from specu-
lation and gambling on the stock 
market, adding nothing to the real 
economy. 

Markets cannot be left to func-
tion on their own. Deregulation and 
privatisation have failed because 
they are anti-people. Profiteering 
has brought the world to the brink 
of economic collapse. It’s time to 
put a halt to these unbridled specu-
lative activities and for governments 

to re-regulate economies. Put peo-
ple’s needs first. 

It is the Albanese government’s 
intent to impose the demands of 
big business on working people.

Capital demands the following: 
economies deregulated, public 
enterprises privatised, govern-
ment-run services contracted out, 
government controls over invest-
ment removed giving capital free 
movement globally to seek low-
wage, and non-union labour to 
exploit. These policies must end. 
They have brought misery and 
hardship.

One of the purposes of the 
productivity roundtable is to give 
employers even more freedom to 
cut wages and conditions and sack 
workers at will. Here the govern-
ment’s take-over of the CFMEU 
serves as a reminder that anti-union 
laws will be used against workers 
in this crisis.

The productivity roundtable is a 
response to the crisis that includes 
slashing government spending on 
public services and infrastructure, 
sackings, wage cuts, evictions, 
and similar measures pursued by 
governments and employers. The 
buckets of public money handed 

over to bail out financial institutions 
divert money from the real economy 
and leaves those who contributed to 
the crisis free to carry on as before.

The priority of governments 
should address the needs of people 
who did not create the crisis, but 
are its victims.

Immediately raise pensions, 
wages, unemployment and social 
welfare benefits.

Increase spending on the public 
sector and infrastructure.

Create public sector jobs and 
stop privatising essential services.

Establish a government-run 
national superannuation scheme 
paying defined benefits. Investment 
from this scheme should go to social 
projects and to build infrastructure.

No evictions. Substantially 
increase the available public 
housing.

End restrictions on trade 
unions.

Cut military spending and scrap 
the AUKUS war-making pact and 
the nuclear submarine deal.

Establish a government-owned 
people’s bank.

Re-regulate the financial 
sector.  

The Community and Public Sector Union (CPSU) has warned 
that an ongoing agenda of aggressive cuts at the CSIRO 
is putting Australia’s long-term productivity and innovation 
capacity at risk. 

Under the leadership of Doug Hilton, the CSIRO is enduring 
the organisations biggest job cuts in a decade. More than 440 
staff have already been cut and approximately 200 contract 
jobs were left to expire, with hundreds more cuts expected to 
be made to research units later this year. 

These cuts come at a time when Australia’s investment in 
research and development is already low by international 
standards. 

In a submission to the Economic Reform Roundtable, the 
union has warned that Australia’s long-term productivity and 
innovation capacity is being actively undermined by aggressive 
job cuts and underinvestment in the public institution that 
powers research, science and economic growth. 

The CPSU is calling on the federal government to step in, stop 
the cuts and commit to the long-term stability of Australia’s 
national science agency. 

Susan Tonks, CSIRO Staff Association Section Secretary, 
said,“The work of the CSIRO is essential to lifting national 
productivity and driving economic growth. 

“Unfortunately, there’s a clear disconnect between the 
government’s talk about boosting productivity and their failure 
to support the very institution that helps deliver it. 

“Publicly funded research and development is where some of 
the biggest gains in productivity have come from. 

“But deep job cuts at the CSIRO are directly undermining 
Australia’s ability to innovate, compete and grow. And this will 
continue to be the case as long as this government sits on its 
hands while hundreds of staff at the CSIRO are shown the door 
with little to no explanation.

“If this government is serious about productivity, it must step in, 
stop the cuts, and back our country’s peak science institution.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is mining giant Glencore. Ulan 
Underground mineworkers have condemned Glencore for 
bringing in 60 contract mineworkers with another 80 reportedly 
on the way as strike-breakers to undermine their lawful 
protected industrial action to secure fair pay and conditions. 

Workers report that the contractors are being bussed in as 
the permanent workforce continues its rolling campaign of 
2-hour stoppages each shift to address wages that lag industry 
standards, including at Glencore’s adjoining mine. 

“This is a low act from Glencore,” said Craig Carberry, Mining 
and Energy Union (MEU) NSW South-West District Vice 
President.

“They are refusing to address the reasonable concerns of their 
permanent local workforce, like why are they are not paid the 
same rate as Glencore’s own workforce two kilometres down 
the road at Ulan West. Now they’re rubbing salt into the wound 
by bringing in contractors on even more money to undermine 
lawful industrial action. 

“It’s a slap in the face to those of us who’ve kept this mine 
running for decades, who live in Mudgee, spend our wages 
locally and contribute to the community. Glencore is treating us 
as second-class workers in our own town.” 

Matt Purtle, President of the Ulan Underground Lodge, said 
members are furious.

“People here have stuck with Glencore through thick and thin, 
and this is the thanks we get? Seeing contractors bussed in to 
take our jobs during a dispute, on a better rate of pay,” Purtle 
said.

“It’s hard enough to swallow that Glencore won’t lift our base 
rate to match Ulan West. Now they’re rubbing salt in the wound 
by paying ring-ins even more than that.”

The MEU is calling on Glencore to immediately halt the use of 
strike-breakers, return to the bargaining table and make a fair 
offer that respects the local workforce and community. 

The meaning of 
‘productivity’

Paul Gregoire

Since taking office in August 2024, the North-
ern Territory Country Liberal government has 
gone to town with a law-and-order drive that 
disproportionately targets the sovereign First 
Peoples of the region. Since then, the crack-
down, particularly on youth crime, has only 
intensified. It’s safe to say that if the Finocchi-
aro ministry was any less restrained, it would 
be attempting to launch a fresh frontier war. 

On its second sitting day in office, last October, the 
CLP government produced five pieces of tough-on-
crime legislation, which included bail amendments 
impacting adults and youth for presumption against 
bail for certain crimes, along with the reinstatement 
of breach of bail for children. These laws have resulted 
in their targeted effect, more people in prison, in par-
ticular First Peoples.

The effect on the ground has been immediate. The 
number of adults on remand, or imprisoned prior to 
conviction, has risen by 44 per cent, since the CLP 
came to power, and has increased by 57 per cent in 
respect of kids. First Nations people make up 88 per 
cent of the adults being imprisoned in the NT, while 
Indigenous youth always account for over 90 per cent 
of the Territory’s child inmates.

NT chief minister Lia Finocchiaro has repeatedly 
shown that she doesn’t care about the criticisms of 
the Territory’s civil society regarding the heightened 
role that law enforcement and corrections is now 
playing in the NT’s public sphere, as she continues 
her reforms that appear to be singling out the over 
26 per cent of the jurisdiction made up of Aboriginal 
people, and in particular, their kids.
Sydney Criminal Lawyers  

NT ‘tough-on-crime’ laws: 
singling out  

Aboriginal people

https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/chief-minister-dismisses-findings-of-institutional-racism-in-northern-territory-police-force/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/chief-minister-dismisses-findings-of-institutional-racism-in-northern-territory-police-force/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/chief-minister-dismisses-findings-of-institutional-racism-in-northern-territory-police-force/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-14/abs-data-shows-nt-prison-numbers-at-record-high/105040914
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/northern-territory-governments-tough-on-crime-laws-target-vulnerable-youths/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/northern-territory-governments-tough-on-crime-laws-target-vulnerable-youths/
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Melanie MacGregor,
Flinders University

Progress towards a legally 
binding global treaty on plas-
tics pollution stalled and 
went into reverse. The United 
Nations Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee meet-
ing in Geneva, Switzerland, 
ran overtime. The meeting 
concluded without agreement. 
This is an incredibly disap-
pointing result. 

As a member of the Scientists’ 
Coalition for an Effective Plastics 
Treaty, I was hoping for action to 
genuinely curb plastic pollution. 
Our priorities included considering 
the whole life cycle rather than just 
disposal, setting targets to reduce 
plastic production, and regulating 
the use of harmful additives to 
reduce risks to human health. 

Unfortunately, vested interests 
hijacked the negotiations. Countries 
with major petrochemical produc-
ers resisted caps on virgin plastic 
production. We’ve seen this before. 
Legitimate scientific concerns about 
harm have been downplayed by 
powerful interests time and time 
again – with tobacco, PFAS, asbes-
tos, and climate change. 

When it comes to plastics – 
especially the micro- and nano-
plastics now invading our bodies 
– awareness and early action could 
make all the difference. But we 
can still take action into our own 
hands as consumers, to minimise 
exposure and reduce waste. It we 
act together, we can also send a 
powerful message to the plastics 
manufacturing industry.

Why do we need a plastics 
treaty? An ambitious plastic treaty 
could have a positive, lasting impact 
on the environment and human 
health. The Montreal Protocol, 
adopted in 1987 to phase out 
ozonedepleting aerosols, is a great 
example of what can be achieved.

The original Kyoto Protocol for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
on the other hand, was not ambi-
tious enough. It had fewer signa-
tories and its effectiveness varied 
between countries. The plastics 
treaty is at a similar crossroads. 

This treaty is a unique oppor-
tunity. It could ensure harmful 
additives are disclosed, new mate-
rials are proven safe before use, 
and upstream measures – such as 
reducing production and simpli-
fying plastic chemistry – are pri-
oritised. A promising draft treaty, 
circulated in December after two 

years of negotiations, was revised 
at the end of the first week of 
the summit, and then cut in half 
midway through the second week. 
All items of contention had been 
removed. Words such as “target,” 
“chemicals,” “harmful,” and “phase 
out” were absent. Article 19 – the 
one addressing human health – was 
deleted altogether. References to 
public awareness disappeared from 
the waste-management section. 

Gone are plans to globally 
phase out specific products such as 
plastic bags and straws. So is the 
section on sustainable production 
and reduction targets. There is no 
mention of chemicals of concern, 
or transparency around additives. 
Even basic language about improv-
ing recycling rates, banning open 
burning and dumping, or encour-
aging behaviour change has been 
removed. On a positive note, the 
revised draft still encourages inno-
vation and research. But without 
safeguards, there’s a risk efforts will 
simply consist of finding loopholes 
to dodge penalties. We’ve seen this 
before too: replacing one banned 
chemical with another unregulated, 
equally harmful one.

What can we do as consumers? 
In the absence of a strong treaty 
– at least for now – we shouldn’t 
underestimate the power and 
influence we have as consumers. 
Industry does respond to public 
demand. Just look at what hap-
pened with plastic microbeads. 
These tiny pieces of plastic were 
once common in personal care 
products such as exfoliants, body 
scrubs and toothpastes. But when 
people started to reject products 
containing microbeads, recognising 
them as a source of microplastics, 
manufacturers took note. Govern-
ments also stepped in. The Neth-
erlands was the first country to 
ban them, soon followed by many 
others. Eventually, manufacturers 
phased plastic microbeads out of 
their product lines worldwide. 
That shift was largely driven by 
popular pressure. It’s a small win, 
but a telling one – a reminder that 
our choices can make a difference. 
Did you know some of the biggest 
sources of microplastics are syn-
thetic textiles and tyres? Together 
they contribute more than 60% of 
primary microplastics. Microplas-
tics are released not just when 
an item is discarded and decays 
in the oceans, but every time it’s 
worn or washed. Seemingly small 
actions – such as buying fewer 
clothes, choosing natural fibres 

where possible, washing less often, 
and walking or cycling instead of 
driving – can make a difference 
if we all act collectively. It’s also 
worth looking at other sources of 
microplastics in our surroundings, 
to limit exposure. Carpets are 
generally made of synthetic fibres 
that constantly shed microplastics. 
Exposure is significantly higher 
indoors, including inside cars – 
another reason to walk. 

AUSTRALIA’S ROLE
Don’t wait for a treaty! Australia 

is not a big producer of raw poly-
mers from fossil fuels. That may 
be partly why our nation is part 
of the High Ambition Coalition 
to End Plastic Pollution by 2040. 
However, Australians consume 
more single-use plastic per capita 
than most other countries – more 
than 50 kilograms per person, per 
year. We don’t need to wait for a 
treaty to start curbing plastic pol-
lution in our own lives. If we get 
serious about changing our ways, 
manufacturers may be forced to 
take notice.
The Conversation  

Photo: rawpixel.com (CC0)

The global plastics treaty: what 
went wrong, and how you can help

Plastics treaty negotiations
A few facts
The rejected draft text does not limit plastic production or address 
chemicals used in plastic products.
The potential for plastics to harm human health was recognised 
in the 1970s.
99% of plastic is made from oil and gas – and big oil is making 
more and more each year
Microplastic and nano-plastic particles (MNPs) are increasingly 
reported in human biological specimens, including blood, breast-
milk, liver, kidney, colon, placenta, lung, spleen, brain, and heart 
in populations worldwide.
Less than 10% of plastic is recycled. A lot of plastic is not recy-
cled because it’s costly and difficult. 
The full lifecycle of plastic harms livelihoods and the climate. 
“Despite all of this, big oil, in league with big brands like Unilever, 
Nestlé and Coca-Cola, continue to promote false solutions and a 
throwaway single-use model where ‘convenience’ and corporate 
profits outweigh the cost to our communities.”
Fossil fuel and chemical industry lobbyists outnumbered scien-
tists 4-to-1 at the talks.
Microplastics and plastic chemicals have been detected in marine 
and terrestrial species worldwide.
Action, such as was taken to eliminate lead and mercury from our 
lives, is possible.
Plastics are responsible for more than $1.5 trillion in “health-relat-
ed economic losses” worldwide per year. 
The production of plastics must be phased out.
Health impacts of plastics include:
•  Decreased weight and genital malformation in newborn 

babies
•  Neurodevelopment disorders in children
•  Early puberty onset for girls
•  Polycystic ovarian syndrome (PCOS) and endometriosis in 

women
•  Miscarriages in women
•  Reduced sperm quality and sperm concentration in men
•  Obesity in children and adults
•  Cancers in men and women
•  Cardiovascular disease
•  Insulin resistance in children and adults
•  Type II diabetes in adults

Legitimate scientific 
concerns about harm 

have been downplayed 
by powerful interests 
time and time again

https://www.greenpeace.org.au/tag/unilever/
https://www.greenpeace.org.au/tag/nestle/
https://www.greenpeace.org.au/tag/coca-cola/
https://www.greenpeace.org.au/our-work/plastic/single-use-plastics/
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M Santos

The reason given by the Reserve Bank 
of Australia for increasing interest 
rates was to bring inflation back into 
the RBA’s target range. Where did 
that target came from?

Inflation is a measure of the increase in 
prices of goods and services that households 
typically buy, usually referred to as a meas-
urement of the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

It results in a decline in the purchasing 
power of money – in other words a reduc-
tion in the real value of wages. Capitalists 
like a certain level of inflation. Price rises 
boost profits. This is far simpler than cutting 
wages to increase profits and face possible 
resistance from workers and their unions.

The RBA has set a target level of inflation 
that is acceptable to big business, a moder-
ate level of inflation that can be passed on 
to consumers in higher prices.

Increasing interest rates to curb inflation 
is a blunt tool aimed at cooling the economy 
by reducing purchasing power and hence 
demand for goods and services. Taken too 
far it can lead to a ‘hard landing’ – recession. 
On a per capita basis Australian households 
have been in recession for several years as 
reflected in the cost of living crisis.

BIG BUSINESS INTERESTS
The RBA serves the interests of big 

business, including the finance sector, and 
attempts to stabilise the capitalist economic 
system and flatten its inherent business cycle 
of boom and bust.

Many of its members have held direc-
torships in large corporations or banks. 
For example, Carolyn Hewson is a former 
director of BHP Group, Stockland Group, 
BT Investment Management Ltd, Westpac 
Banking Corporation, AGL Energy Ltd, the 
Australian Gas Light Company, CSR Ltd, 
and AMP Ltd. She is also a former invest-
ment banker with over 35 years’ experience 
in the finance sector. Several other board 
members have worked for the widely dis-
credited International Monetary Fund that 
milks poorer nations.

Having driven households into recession 
with 13 successive interest rate hikes, the 
RBA then resisted ongoing pressure to reduce 
interest rates citing a “tight labour market” 
– spin for not enough unemployment. Yes, 
the RBA wanted to increase unemployment! 
Higher unemployment makes it more difficult 
for workers to win real wage rises.

This agenda is contrary to one of its key 
legislated objectives: “ensuring full employ-
ment, and promoting the economic prosperity 
and welfare of Australians.”

In practice, workers are expected to carry 
the burden of trying to address the ills of a 
capitalist economy with higher unemploy-
ment and a cost-of-living crisis.

PRODUCTIVITY
Capitalist economists are constantly 

carrying on about low productivity. Put 
simply, productivity is a measure of output 
per worker per hour.

The level of productivity can impact 
profits and the standard of living depending 

on how gains are distributed between profits 
and wages and whether prices are reduced.

The main method of increasing produc-
tivity is having fewer workers do the same or 
more work than before. Productivity can be 
increased by attacking working conditions, 
or having fewer workers doing the same 
amount of work.

It is also done by cutting working con-
ditions or investing in new technology to 
increase the economy of scale and slash the 
workforce.

At present the average annual rate of 
corporate investment and new investments 
in existing businesses is low. In part this is 
due to structural changes in the economy 
which has seen rapid growth in the caring 
sector which is labour intensive. 

Competition is one of the main drivers of 
new investments and hence increased pro-
ductivity but there has been a relative lack 
of competition with monopolies controlling 
most sectors of the economy.

Many corporations have been able to 
increase prices and keep boosting profits 
with little or no new capital investment. The 
process of monopolisation increases with 
takeovers and mergers.

The Big Four banks have a monopoly 
of around 75% of the home-loan market. 
They resort to both monopoly pricing and 
increasing productivity by phasing out 
cheques, transitioning to online banking, 
closing branches, and sacking thousands 
of workers.

The remaining workers have not bene-
fited from the higher productivity through 

higher wages or shorter working hours. The 
banks pocket the gains with higher profits.

The Big Four make $200,880 in profit 
on the average 30-year home loan for own-
er-occupiers according to The Australia 
Institute. In 2023-34 the Big Four made 
aggregate pre-tax profits of $44.6 billion, 
making them some of the most profitable 
banks in the world.

Other industries are also making gains in 
productivity by investing in new technology 
including AI. Automated warehouses and 
driverless trains are just two examples. They 
have not shared those gains with workers, 
instead sacking thousands and denying 
their remaining workforce real wage rises 
or shorter hours at the same pay.

The mining sector is an example of an 
industry that is capital intensive and has 
fewer workers than ever. Most of their 
remaining workers have not shared in 
productivity gains. Instead profits are at 
record levels. 

The ACTU is calling for a four-day 
working week. This would return some of 
the profits made out of productivity gains 
to workers, and benefit employers with a 
fresher more productive workforce.

It is time to put workers’ interests first. 
Capitalism can afford a 32-hour week with-
out loss in pay.  

Time for a 4-day working week

Graham Holton

On 12 August the Queensland Teach-
ers’ Union (QTU) announced it would 
continue its after-school demonstra-
tions across Queensland over the 
next two weeks. Bundaberg teachers 
began their demonstration the same 
day. QTU President Cresta Richard-
son said members are standing up 
against Premier David Crisafulli’s LNP 

government. The next demonstra-
tions were in Cairns, Gladstone, and 
the Gold Coast. “Union members are 
passionate, but most of all motivated.”

These union actions follow the historic 
strike on 6 August in which 50,000 marched 
for better wages and improved conditions.  
Richardson said the union wants the commu-
nity to understand that teachers are “fighting 
for all state school resourcing.”

“We just don’t have enough teachers,” 

said Richardson. “Everyone knows the 
solution lies in delivering salaries that make 
the profession attractive. We need more 
teachers and more safe and fully functional 
schools. It’s pretty simple.” The union has 
twice rejected the government’s pay offer of 
8 per cent over three years – 3 per cent this 
year, followed by 2.5 per cent, and then 2.5 
per cent – arguing it would put Queensland 
teachers and school leaders at the bottom of 
the nation’s pay scale. QTU representative 

Ruttiman said, “If Australia doesn’t have 
enough teachers to go around, why would 
you work in Queensland when the other 
states pay so much better?” 

Teachers have rejected the government’s 
paltry salary increases as insufficient to 
cover the rising cost of living. It is not com-
petitive to attract and retain educators in a 
state plagued with teacher shortages in rural 
and remote areas. Queensland teachers are 
prepared for a long fight.  

Queensland teachers’ strikes update

Ron Hall 

South Australian comrades came 
together for an evening of comrade-
ship, curry, and inspiration for advo-
cating peace and support for socialism.

Fidel’s, the CPA hub in South Australia, 
was alive with comrades and friends sharing 
delicious food and being challenged by a 
dedicated peace activist.

Apart from celebrating the 99th anniver-
sary of the birth of Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz, 
it was most appropriate that the president of 
the South Australian branch of the Australia 
Cuba Friendship Society was there to give a 
graphic presentation on the opportunity to 
become involved in a socialist society in action. 
The Southern Cross Brigade from Australia 
and Aotearoa/New Zealand to Cuba offers 
precisely that – meeting and even working 
with Cubans and witnessing their valiant 
struggle against the “monster to the north.”

Coincidentally, one of our comrades 
shares a birthday with Fidel!

Representing the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, founded 
during the first year of World War One, Ruth 
Russell as a peace activist declared her support 
for the Ghandi’s principle of non-violence 
in her belief that war was no way to resolve 
differences. These ideals inspired her to 
become a human shield in Baghdad in 2003, 

joining an international group guarding UN 
protected sites, such as food storage depots, 
around the city. In Ruth’s words:

“I decided to pack my bags and go to 
Baghdad because I believed this was the 
strongest statement I could make that 
this war was both illegal and morally 
wrong. So my first and most important 
effort was to speak out to try to prevent 
war. Right up until the last moment I 
thought the incredible world opinion 
and lack of any UN Resolution would 
work – the people of the world did not 
want it – only three out of 180 countries 
supported the US government. When war 
was declared, I chose to stay at the Taji 
Food Silo to prevent bombing of this UN 
designated humanitarian site.”

Ruth explained that the Iraqi women 
were not just surprised but were exceedingly 
grateful that the international representatives 
were helping to protect the people.

As far as Australia was concerned, Ruth 
commented that PM Howard went to war 
without parliamentary consent and, of course, 
the so-called weapons of mass destruction 
were never found.

An evening of comradeship, with messages 
of solidarity and peace was inspirational.  

Curry With Comrades
Inspiration, peace, and socialism
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Denis Doherty

The Communist Party in Syd-
ney has been campaigning for 
the NSW government to ban 
Israeli arms corporations 
from exhibiting their wares 
at the Indo Pacific Expo due 
to be held in Darling Harbour 
in 4-6 November. Party mem-
bers have been asking those 
attending rallies for Palestine 
to sign letters to Premier Chris 
Minns to ban the presence of 
Israeli arms corporations. 
The Cumberland Branch of 
the Party has had stalls in the 
streets of Western Sydney. We 
estimate that around 2,000 to 
3,000 letters have been sent 
off to the Premier. Yet he has 
remained stoically determined 
to be as pro-Zionist in every 
way he can. 

We argue that the NSW gov-
ernment in providing a venue for 
a company from Israel is clearly 
violating international human rights 
law by being complicit in these 
businesses continued prosperity.  

The arms companies advertise 
their products by claiming how 
successful they have been when 
used in Gaza. “Successful” in this 
case means causing the most death, 
destruction and misery to those 
people. The NSW government is 
complicit, for not taking any moves 
to prohibit these human rights 
violating arms companies from 
exhibiting in the state. The NSW 
government has been informed by 
numerous sources that allowing 
these Israeli companies to partici-
pate in the expo is a clear violation 
of international human rights law.

The NSW government has 
written back to us, saying that the 
NSW government’s focus at this 
Expo is “on advancing local manu-
facturing and critical technologies 
that benefit the state.” They said 
that the Expo “serves to showcase 
NSW businesses on the global stage 
and position the state to realise 
the challenge of creating highly 
skilled local jobs,” adding that the 
Expo attracts tourists and delivers 
economic benefit.”

If that wasn’t enough, the Minns 

government tried to wash its’ hands 
of the business by claiming that the 
Commonwealth has full responsi-
bility for the contents of the Expo.  
We counter that the NSW govern-
ment’s logo is all over the event 
and this can be withdrawn due to 
the protest about the presence of 
Israeli arms companies. 

The absolute incapacity of West-
ern leaders to enforce international 
law when it comes to Israel is epic.  
We need leaders to enforce inter-
national law that was developed 
after the Holocaust and WW2 in 
order to prevent another Holocaust 
and WW3. At this critical point, 
states have a clear obligation to 
sanction Israel and impose a total 
arms embargo. 

We mention international 
human rights law and our NSW 
government only see commercial 
opportunities.
Denis Doherty
CPA Cumberland Branch  

The end of World War II
As celebrations for the 80th anniversary of the end of 
World War II conclude it is now the time to reflect on 
the damage it caused and why we should be even more 
active in the pursuit of peace. WW2 embraced two great 
conflicts; one in Europe and one in the Pacific. The vic-
tory in Europe celebrated on 8 May known as V-E Day 
was victory over Nazi Germany. Victory in the Pacific, or 
Victory over Japan, is celebrated on 15 August.

The country which suffered the most in WW2 was the 
Soviet Union. Some casualty estimates reach as high 
as 28 million. There was hardly any family in the Soviet 
Union that did not suffer bereavement. The economy 
was shattered. There were 2,000 towns, and 70,000 vil-
lages that had been razed to the ground, there were 25 
million homeless. Some 31,000 factories, including major 
industries in Kharkov, Krivoi Rog, Zaporozhie, Rostov, 
Odessa, Leningrad, and Stalingrad had been destroyed. 
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union some of these city 
names have changed, and some of the cities are now in 
Ukraine. 

China was the next in line in terms of suffering in WW2. 
China lost around 5 million citizens and had to fight the 
Japanese for around 14 years until it could safely say the 
Chinese part of the World War was over. They call it the 
Anti-Japanese War. There was a terrible massacre in 
Nanking during the war that is not forgotten. The Chinese 
remembered the contribution that Australians made to 
the anti-fascist war in a photo display and concert in the 
Sydney Town Hall called ‘Sydney Commemorates the 
80th Anniversary of the Victory of the World Anti-Fascist 
War’ in August this year. 

80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DROPPING 
OF THE ATOMIC BOMBS ON JAPAN

Undeterred by the looming 80th anniversary of the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the terrible toll 
it took on the populations of those cities, the world’s polit-
ical leaders proceeded to engage in threatening the use 
of nuclear weapons. The world is so close to nuclear war 
that the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists organisation has 
put their Doomsday clock at 89 seconds to Midnight.   
President Trump’s bombing of nuclear facilities in Iran 
and moving submarines closer to Russia are two of the 
most serious events we have witnessed in recent years. 

People are so nonchalant about nuclear weaponry now, 
but it is important that the dangers of a nuclear exchange 
are more upfront in all our minds. As a first step we must 
get behind the campaign to ban nuclear weapons. All 
readers should please visit the ICAN site (icanw.org.au/
petition/) and sign their petition. 

WARS AND THREATS OF MORE WARS
The war on the border of Thailand and Cambodia 
has died down mostly but the possibility of more mis-
ery caused by war there still exists. The possibility of 
Azerbaijan and Armenia going to war is still high, espe-
cially if Iran and Russia object to the interference of the 
CIA in that area. The US has been fostering unrest along 
the southern border of Russia as they have in Ukraine. 
So far Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia have been 
affected. Azerbaijan allowed Israeli planes to use its air-
space from which to bomb Iran. 

Any commemoration of the end of World War II has a lot 
of present-day war-mongering hanging over it. 

PEACE NOTESWe say ‘human 
rights,’ they say 

‘tourists’
The Indo Pacific Expo 4-6 November

A seemingly innocuous chart buried in a recent 
ACCC report raises questions as to whether 
Santos is poised to extend a contract for long-
term supply of LNG from Queensland from 
2031 to 2035, despite LNG exports being the 
identified cause of domestic supply shortages.

The issue has come to light as submissions closed 
on the Gas Market Review reform being considered 
by the federal government, address the problems that 
LNG exports have caused in driving up gas prices and 
reducing gas supply to the domestic market.

The most recent ACCC update on the east coast 
gas market shows a long-term gas supply agreement 
from Santo’s GLNG export terminal at Gladstone 
continuing at full capacity until around 2035/36, 
while the December 2024 ACCC update shows it 
expiring in 2031.

The December update pressure from KOGAS (Korea 
Gas Corporation) indicated that Santos’ long-term 
supply contract with KOGAS had been due to expire 
in 2031. Santos has not made any ASX disclosure that 
it has been extended for another 5 years.

If the KOGAS contract ended in 2031 it would 
alleviate more than 171 petajoules annum of pressure 
on the Australian east coast gas market.

The appearance of the chart indicating an exten-
sion of the contract follows pressure from KOGAS in 
the leadup to the most recent federal election against 
government intervention in the gas market. 

Lock the Gate Alliance Clean Industry Coordinator 
Harriet Kater said, “It’s clear that Santos GLNG should 

not be extending a long-term gas export contract from 
2031 to 2035 at exactly the same time the federal 
government is looking at reform to limit exporters 
taking gas from the domestic market.

“Importantly, ACCC data shows that GLNG does 
not have the gas resources to deliver on this contract 
extension.

“Santos’ GLNG joint venture is known to be the 
most gas-strapped of the LNG exporters from Queens-
land. It overestimated supply from its coal seam gas 
wells and has been siphoning gas from the domestic 
market to cover its export commitments ever since. 

“As a result, Santos’ GLNG was a key architect of 
driving Australia’s domestic gas prices sky high and 
created ‘artificial’ domestic shortages.”

Kater said the governments should never have 
allowed big gas exporters to enter into export contracts 
to sell gas they didn’t even have. This transferred the 
risk and damage onto Australian manufacturers and 
communities.

“The expiry of long-term LNG contracts from 
the Queensland LNG plants, like the GLNG KOGAS 
contract, offers a key opportunity for the federal gov-
ernment to intervene and take back some control of 
our own gas resources in the national interest.

“The Gas Market Review currently underway 
needs to deliver strong export controls to prioritise 
gas for domestic use and prevent future long-term 
contracts that harm Australia, our manufacturing 
sector and communities dealing with the impacts of 
coal seam gas.”  

Selling non-existent gas

Sydney VigilSydney Vigil

STOP USA  STOP USA  
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA
4:15 pm till 5:00 pm Wednesday 17 September

USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney
Call 0418 270 885

https://icanw.org.au/petition/
https://icanw.org.au/petition/
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Remembering World War 2 campaigning to stop World War 3 
The Communist Party of Australia’s contribution then and now 

Introduction: 2025 is the 80th anniversary of the end of World 
War 2. The sacrifices made by that generation must be admired 
and remembered. Past generations of party members fought 
these fights as well. 

Prior to World War 2 

Against Wars— Abyssinia (Ethiopia ) Spanish Civil War  
- Japan’s Aggression 

Dalfram dispute, National League against Fascism and War. 

In 1938, the Waterside Workers' Federation refused to 
load scrap iron onto the ship 'Dalfram', bound for Japan. 
Robert Menzies later Liberal Prime Minister at this time 
was the Federal Attorney General came to Wollongong to 
the scene of the stand–off where one Communist orator 
Stan Moran called Bob Menzies ‘Pig Iron Bob’  This nick-
name followed Menzies for the rest of his public life. Ted 
Roach was the Waterside Workers’ Federation leader in 
Wollongong. The wharfies said the iron would come back 
as bullets as well as helping Japan when it was waging 
a war against China.   

The monument to the Dalfram Dispute in Port Kembla 

During the War 

1945—Australian Service members led by promi-
nent Communists march across the Bridge in sup-
port of Indonesian independence from the Dutch.  
This is a staged photo of an actual event for a  
movie about Indonesian independence. 

2025 the 80th Anniversary of the end of World War 2 

Sydney Commemorates the 80th Anniversary of the victory of the victory of  the  
World Anti-Fascist War.—OOddee  ttoo  PPeeaaccee  tthhee  FFuuttuurree——AA  GGrraanndd  SSyymmpphhoonniicc  EEppiicc  CCoonncceerrtt  aanndd  
tthhee  VViiccttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  AAnnttii--FFaasscciisstt  WWaarr  PPhhoottoo  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn  AAuugg  99  22002255  SSyyddnneeyy  TToowwnn  HHaallll..  

Warren Smith  
addresses the crowd 
at the concert about 
the Dalfram dispute 
and the actions of 
party and unionists 
to prevent war. 

Part of the concert 

The Photo Exhibition  

Mao in Yan’an City 

Dr Norman Bethune the 
famous Thoracic Sur-
geon joined the Com-
munist Party of Canada 
1935 and came to China 
in 1938 to participate in 
the anti-Japanese revo-
lution 

Peace in Pieces Exhibition—Unions NSW Trades 
Hall Sussex—exhibition open till Aug 29th  

PEACE IN PIECES 80 Years after Hiroshima and Nagasaki: 
Art, living left archives and new peace movements 

Previous Hiroshima and other peace posters 
mixed with art—in this case a painting say-
ing ‘Daddy what did you do in the nuclear 

war? 

UN Symbol in tatters with words 
barely visible ‘Under new  
management’ 

A young CPA comrade Narauki Cann addresses the 2025 ‘Hiroshima/Nagasaki never again’ march—
Ban nuclear weapons now! 
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Comrade Editor,
The Channel 9 papers seem deter-
mined to push Australia into buying 
the hideously expensive AUKUS sub-
marines and a war with China. So des-
perate are they that they have enlisted 
the help of John Bolton. 

A Sydney Morning Herald article headed 
‘Speak out about China plans or risk AUKUS’ 
is misleading. The article quotes John Bolton, 
perhaps the scariest human being on the 
planet, who was so keen to go war that Donald 
Trump rebuffed him. President Trump says 

he only employed Bolton so that he could 
scare everyone in the room. On another 
occasion Trump remarked that if  Bolton had 
been allowed to stay in position  he would 
have started 6 wars. So, asking Bolton for 
advice on AUKUS is going to get an extremist 
answer. Bolton’s extremist answer was duly 
forthcoming and deserves to be ignored by 
Australians as he is ignored by the present 
Trump administration. 

Denis Doherty
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Book Review
NUKED: The Submarine Fiasco that  

Sank Australia’s Sovereignty
by Andrew Fowler

Reviewer: Eileen Whitehead

Andrew Fowler’s book critically 
examines the decision by the Liberal 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison (and 
his failure to inform anybody else) 
– to enter into the most expensive 
military acquisition agreement (at 
$368 billion) in Australia’s history. 
Morrison virtually shanghaied this 
country into signing a new trilateral 
security agreement with the US and 
UK known as AUKUS on 15 Septem-
ber 2021, and then informing the 
Labor opposition shortly before an 
election, virtually forcing them into 
agreement for fear of being ‘wedged’ 
and accused of being weak, in the 
lead-up to the 2022 election. 

We now realise that it’s not just the cost 
that should concern us but also, because 
of Morrison’s deviousness, the fact that 
Australia’s sovereignty is now threatened.

Fowler has painstakingly unpacked 
Morrison’s extensive efforts to deceive the 
French government while he was hatch-
ing a  secretive plan with the Americans 
to acquire nuclear submarines. Fowler is 
an award-winning investigative journalist, 
who has worked for the ABC’s Four Corners 
and Foreign Correspondent programmes. 
Here he presents a devastating picture of 
what AUKUS will mean to Australia.

Central to the story is the LNP’s 
long-running love affair with the US, which 
increasingly ties us to a country now run by 

a mad despot. The book was written when 
Joe Biden was president: a very different 
situation. With Trump as president, we 
certainly need a critical re-evaluation of 
AUKUS with the US now seeming to depart 
from anything resembling democratic 
norms. It would be interesting to have 
Fowler’s take on the present situation.

In his analysis of the impact the AUKUS 
deal has on Australia’s sovereignty, Fowler 
unpacks the somewhat lopsided history of 
the alliance as military cooperation grows 
closer. He points out that the Australian 
government has not always been fully 
aware of the functions of major military 
installations like Pine Gap, whose opera-
tions by the US have been kept from our 
government. He also touches on the use 
of other military infrastructure around 
Australia that are used to relay US battle-
field commands and, even in the future, 
a nuclear strike. Will the Australian gov-
ernment even know what is happening on 
its own shores?

Fowler makes the case that while there 
are numerous instances in Australia’s 
history in which sovereignty has been 
challenged by alliance partners, AUKUS 
takes this to another level. Citing a lack 
of expertise in nuclear-trained oper-
atives, the lack of a domestic nuclear 
industry, and an acquisition contract 
in which Australia essentially ceded all 
negotiating rights, Fowler argues that 
Australia’s future defence will essentially 
be at the mercy of the US – a situation 

which would not have occurred under 
the French agreement.

What is most significant is the level 
of secrecy and lack of oversight that has 
been shown to be possible in making 
Australian foreign policy. Fowler shows 
how Morrison sowed seeds of doubt in 
the agreement with the French, using 
the media  to create a sense of urgency 
by inflating the possibility of conflict with 
China to ensure acceptance of the AUKUS 
announcement. In this way, public debate 
was avoided – and even debate within his 
own government by keeping the prospec-
tive deal secret even from Barnaby Joyce, 
then leader of the Nationals – on an issue 
that would ultimately come to undermine 
Australia’s sovereign capabilities for dec-
ades to come.

Nuked is essential reading. Fowler 
challenges the unquestioning faith in the 
US alliance held by many on the political 
right and advances a compelling narrative 
of Australia’s loss of sovereignty as it edges 
closer and closer to the US.

Fowler doesn’t just raise the important 
question about the viability of AUKUS, 
but also questions the processes of future 
military acquisition and the significant 
gaps in checks and balances when it comes 
to foreign policy decision-making. The 
implications of AUKUS are immense, and 
with this current political climate plus the 
growing concerns around the viability of 
AUKUS, the importance of this book has 
grown significantly.  

Film Review: Together
Reviewer: Sebastian Peady
Written and directed by 
Melbourne-based Michael 
Shanks in his directorial 
debut, Together is the latest 
in what is appearing to be a 
wave of phenomenal local-
ly-made Australian horror 
from new directors, follow-
ing the likes of Talk To Me 
and Bring Her Back. The film 
follows long term couple Mil-
lie and Tim, played by real life 
couple Alison Brie and Dave 
Franco, respectively, as they 
navigate the complexities and 
insecurities of a long term 
relationship. Their relation-
ship is further tested when 
they move to the country and 
become afflicted by a strange 
supernatural force.

There were several instances of 
body horror which had me recoil-
ing into my seat, in the best way 
possible. Rendered in wonderful 
and horrible detail with incredible 
practical effects, I was reminded of 
David Cronenberg, as well as John 
Carpenter’s The Thing (especially 

in a scene involving dogs) in the 
creativity of the body horror and 
the quality of the special effects. The 
film also manages to breath new life 
into jump-scares, an all too stale 
trope of the genre. One jump-scare 
in particular still haunts me when 
I’m trying to get to sleep, which is 
surely a sign of good horror.

But horror is nothing without 
good writing to back it up, and 
Together excels in its writing. Not 
a single moment of dialogue is 
wasted; every word has a job to 
do and does it well. Not a single 
second of screen time is wasted. 
The mystery of the supernatural 
force afflicting Tim and Millie is 
laid out and revealed piece by tan-
talising piece. Of course, a movie 
can’t be nothing but stress and 
jump-scares, so it’s a good thing 
that the tension is offset by some 
of the funniest moments in film I’ve 
seen this year so far. The humour 
provides necessary relief from the 
moments of horror, and make the 
audience like (but definitely not 
envy) Tim and Millie.

The relationship, and the 

tensions between Tim and Millie 
are the crux of the film; it just 
wouldn’t work otherwise. Drawing 
from his own relationship, Shanks 
portrays a relationship in transition 
perfectly. Audiences understand 
where both Tim and Millie are in 

their lives and in their relationship, 
and can undoubtedly relate to the 
moments of insecurity, intimacy, 
and trivial arguments which many 
people have surely experienced in 
their own relationships. The casting 
of Allison Brie and Dave Franco, a 

couple in real life, as Tim and Millie 
works fantastically. 

Together is a refreshingly new 
horror film in a genre all too inun-
dated with generic and uninventive 
slashers and hauntings. Five red 
stars out of five.  

Something to say?

Write to  
the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au
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A Carruthers

Lately I have chosen to torture myself 
by delving deep into the world of the 
Australian government’s “Corporate 
Plans.” Since beginning this project 
I have read over 20 Corporate Plans 
across government departments or 
GBOs (Government Business Enter-
prise) as diverse as Export Finance 
Australia, Commonwealth Grants 
Commission, the Independent Par-
liamentary Expenses Authority, and 
more well-known outfits like the ABC, 
NDIS, NBN, and RBA. 

We don’t hear much about planning, 
living in a capitalist state, so these are rare 
examples. I have a passion for policy and 
planning, especially socialist planning, but the 
reason I got into Corporate Plans is because 
I’ve been hearing people on the left say that, 
like socialism, “capitalism has planning too.” 

Yes, it does, but please don’t confuse 
the two. Socialist planning and capitalist 
planning are entirely different things. If you 
want to know why, take a look at Australia’s  
corporate plans.

We didn’t always have corporate plans. 
They first started to appear in 2013 under 
the Public Governance, Performance and 
Accountability Act 2013. There’s a stress 
on risk management; every corporate plan 
includes a big session on risk management. 
The language used is interesting. Words like 
“people,” “workers,” or “livelihoods” are 
largely absent. Even when they are talking 
about things that must involve people, it 
sounds as if corporate plan-writers are trying 
to avoid the topic of people at all costs. 

The neoliberal language they use often 
doesn’t make sense or is deliberately vague. 
The peculiar use of the word “stakeholder” 
needs explaining. While it is clear what 
stakeholders are (people/organisations who 
have some interest in the plan), and it’s well 
known how stakeholders are consulted and 
integrated into capitalist governance and 
public-private partnerships, often the term is 
overused, which I suspect has something to 
do with how  Corporate Plan writers want to 
position themselves with their small reader-
ship. If there are no people, at least there are 
customers and stakeholders. Also extremely 
irritating is the use of vague diagrams, like 
this from Comcare: the “Structure of our 
strategy”:

“Purpose” is of course at the top of the 
pyramid, closest to the clouds.

Suspiciously, there often seems to be an 
obligatory reference to “changing geopolitical 
environments” – not just for Defence but  
even for areas like Education. 

A Department of Education Corporate 
Plan begins with the following which I found 
quite amusing:
•  OUR PURPOSE – why we are here
•  We create a better future for all 

Australians through education.
Right. 
Some of the language used sounds 

suspiciously like AI, and no doubt corpo-
rate plans are more and more going to be 
written that way, since it is abundantly 
clear that none of the authors really enjoy 
writing them. Take this for example: “The 
3 program areas outlined in this plan – 
customer service delivery, strategy and 
corporate enabling, and technology and 
transformation – along with our key activ-
ities and performance outcomes, frame 
our priorities.” This is distinctly inhuman 
language. AI will surely be doing this very 
soon. It’s almost as if AI was built for that 
level of vagueness.

I find it especially obnoxious the way 
the Corporate Plans reference First Nations 
people, when it is clear they don’t really 
care about sovereignty, and in fact would be 
rattled if Aboriginal people sought to take 
back their land. 

The 4-year plan is one year off ours, the 
socialist 5-year plan – with curious excep-
tion of the ABC, which has a 5-year plan, 
confirming the worst fears of paranoid 
right-wingers who’ve always been sure the 
national broadcaster is full of Marxists. The 
4 years are typically buffeted by the election 
cycle. The Corporate Plan for the Depart-
ment of the Senate is peppered with fearful 
paragraphs about the uncertainty of working 
between elections and trying to figure out 
the will of Senators between changeovers: 
“The shape of our work in 2024-25 will be 
affected by the upcoming federal election. 
We know it will happen this year – the Con-
stitution and electoral laws place it between 
August 2024 and May 2025 – but we don’t 
know when, and that constrains our ability 
to plan around it.”

Australia’s system, its system of govern-
ment, is not working. The ability for Australia 
to plan for people is severely constrained by 
the nature of our government. The working 
class majority is being abused in ways we 
didn’t expect would be the case in 2025. 
Cost of living and housing crises are out of 
control. Houses are now well over $1 million 
and nobody can afford them. This means 
despair for so many people who don’t see 
themselves safe and secure over the next 
decade. This is utterly despicable because 
the government could fix it and they don’t. 
None of these Corporate Plans indicate how 
the government intends to centralise its goals 

and priorities and fix the crises enveloping 
our nation. 

Some Corporate Plans were better than 
others. For example, Austrade’s plan has less 
waffle than Education’s. The overall defect 
is the approach: in the bewildering world 
of Corporate Plans, there is an overwhelm-
ing sense that people, ordinary people, and 
our problems, are completely left out of it. 
Government and governance is not for us. 
It’s for them, the people sitting on the top 
of the pyramid. 

The “Purpose” of Corporate Plans is 
not to change our lives. It’s for the organi-
sation involved to get by so its leaders can 
pat each other on the back at the expense 
of the workers. 

Corporate Plans are what the name sug-
gests they are: ways to corporatise govern-
ance. Our country is going down the wrong 
path. If you want any idea of why the gov-
ernment is not working to serve the people 
of Australia and solve our problems, look no 
further than the Corporate Plans. They are 
devoid of people-centred governance prin-
ciples, the principles we see in the planning 
documents of socialist countries. 

I would urge anyone interested to com-
pare this with China’s Five-Year Plans. They 
are written in a completely different lan-
guage and come from an entirely different 
world. China’s most recent 14th Five-Year 
Plan came with real policy initiatives: rolling 
out Dual Circulation theory to protect the 
national economy, Green Transition and 
Urban Green Rings, bicycle paths, walking 
paths (the Climate Change Special Plan), the 
“Eight Vertical and Eight Horizontal” high-
speed rail network, now completed, raising 
Research and Development by 7% every 
year, and completing four comprehensive 
national science centres.

All these things all got done.
So it’s fairly simple when you think about 

it. If you’re wondering why things are falling 
apart here in Australia: it’s because we have 
capitalism, rather than socialism. It would 
make it a lot simpler and a lot clearer if the 
Australian government was led by a politi-
cal movement that represented workers, a 
movement that could come up with a Five-
Year Plan with one core purpose: to lift up 
the majority, build for workers, and ease the 
burden on peoples’ lives.  

Corporate 4-year Plans: Capitalist 
Australia’s recipe for failure

The china “Eight Vertical and Eight Horizontal” high-speed rail network, now completed. High speed train, Beijing West Railway Station, China. Photo: Fabio Achilli – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)
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Police in Israel blasted protesters 
with water cannon and made doz-
ens of arrests as they clamped down 
on a one-day nationwide strike that 
disrupted transport and businesses 
across Israel.

The protests took place as Israel 
announced its intention to move Palestin-
ians from combat zones to southern Gaza 
as plans move ahead for a widely slammed 
military offensive in some of the territory’s 
most populated areas.

The “day of stoppage” in Israel on Sunday 
was organised by two groups representing 

some of the families of hostages and the 
bereaved.

About 90 municipalities – Tel Aviv Yaffo 
the largest – three universities, the entire 
Kibbutzim movement, the lawyers’ bar, 
numerous high-tech companies, several small 
unions in the medical, legal, and journalism 
fields and countless private businesses joined 
the strike. 

The police clampdown comes as protest-
ers demand an end to fighting they believe 
endangers the 20 hostages seized by Hamas 
on 7 October 2023 believed to still be alive 
in captivity. 

Protesters chanted: “We don’t win a war 
over the bodies of hostages” as they gath-
ered at dozens of points throughout Israel, 
including outside politicians’ homes, military 
headquarters and on major highways, where 
they were sprayed with water cannon as they 
blocked lanes and lit bonfires. 

Among the protesters in Tel Aviv was 
a woman carrying a photo of an emaciated 
child from Gaza. Such images were once 
rare at Israeli demonstrations, but have now 
begun to appear more often.

Police said they had arrested 38 people 
as part of the nationwide demonstration, 
one of the fiercest since the uproar over 
six hostages found dead in Gaza last 
September. 

“Military pressure doesn’t bring hostages 
back – it only kills them,” former hostage 
Arbel Yehoud said at a demonstration in 
Tel Aviv’s hostage square. “The only way 
to bring them back is through a deal, all at 
once, without games.” 

As pressure grows at home for a cease-
fire deal, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his far-right coalition allies 
continued to dig their heels in, opposing 
any agreement that leaves Hamas in power. 

He said: “Those who today call for an 
end to the war without defeating Hamas 

are not only hardening Hamas’s position 
and delaying the release of our hostages. 
They are also ensuring that the horrors of 7 
October will be repeated.”

Far-right Finance Minister Bezalel 
Smotrich described Sunday’s stoppage as 
“a bad and harmful campaign that plays 
into Hamas’s hands, buries the hostages 
in the tunnels and attempts to get Israel to 
surrender to its enemies and jeopardise its 
security and future.”

But Anat Angrest, mother of hostage 
Matan Angrest, told a rally that: “Today, 
we stop everything to save and bring back 
the hostages and soldiers. Today, we stop 
everything to remember the supreme value 
of the sanctity of life.” 

However, solidarity with the people of 
Gaza among Israelis remains scarce and 
mentions of war crimes and genocide are 
taboo. 

The main banners under which families 
gather in the well attended weekly protests 
call on the Israeli government to save “the 
hostages and the soldiers” – excluding any 
mention of the Palestinians. 

An end to the conflict does not appear 
near and ceasefire talks now appear to have 
stalled.
Morning Star (edited for space)  

Graham Holton

On 27 March 2025 President 
Donald Trump issued exec-
utive order Restoring Truth 
And Sanity To American His-
tory attacking the “widespread 
effort to rewrite our Nation’s 
history, replacing objective 
facts with a distorted narrative 
driven by ideology rather than 
truth.” To stop what Trump 
saw as ‘corrosive ideology,’ 
his administration has set 
about undermining the insti-
tutions based on cultural and 
scientific knowledge. It was 
ordered by a president who 
has neither a scientific nor a 
history academic background. 

Trump’s administration is 
attacking any institution that 
receives federal funding for their 
stand on Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion (DEI) initiatives. This 
includes targeting colleges and uni-
versities for flouting the president’s 
priorities, including universities 
that allow transgender athletes to 
compete in women’s sports. These 
attacks have been carried out by 
Trump with barely a whimper of 
dissent from his administration 
or the Republican Party. 

Trump’s 14 March executive 
order allowed him to gut the federal 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, which works to “advance, 
support, and empower America’s 
museums, libraries, and related 
organisations.” In 2024 the agency 
provided US$266 million in grants 
to American cultural institutions. 
Trump withheld US$30 million 
($AUD46 million). 

In April, the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities cut mil-
lions of dollars in grant funding, 
affecting thousands of organi-
sations. In response the Oregon 
Humanities and the Federation of 
State Humanities Councils issued 
a lawsuit, alleging the cuts were 
an “attempted destruction, spear-
headed by DOGE.” In July the 
Senate and the House approved the 
Trump administration’s request to 
cut US$1.1 billion in funding from 
the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting, NPR and PBS.

In August, the White House 
ordered an extensive review of 
the Smithsonian’s twenty-one 
museums in advance of next year’s 
250th anniversary of the United 
States. This institution is one of 
the finest in the world. The attack is 
based solely on President Trump’s 
interpretation of US history. In a 
letter to the Smithsonian Institution 
Secretary, Lonnie Bunch III, the 
White House laid out in detail the 
steps it expects how the institution 
will focus on “Americanism.” The 
federal government will review 
the Smithsonian’s social media, 
exhibition text and educational 
materials, to “assess tone, histor-
ical framing, and alignment with 
American ideals.” The Smithso-
nian must remove “divisive or 
partisan narratives, and restore 
confidence in our shared cultural 
institutions.” The Smithsonian has 
denied these allegations and so far 
has not removed exhibits, despite 
the pressure to do so. 

The Congressional Black 
Caucus, has described the Trump 
administration of ‘whitewashing 
our nation’s history.’ The admin-
istration is accusing the National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture of “distorting 
our nation’s history.” The caucus 
said the Trump Administration is 
erasing and retelling Black history.

Trump’s attack on famous 
universities, such as Harvard 
University and other Ivy League 
institutions, has damaged Ameri-
ca’s standing as a centre of non-po-
liticised knowledge and science. 
Trump’s ‘One Big Beautiful Bill’ 
raised taxes on university endow-
ments, increasing from 1.4 per cent 
to a maximum of 21 per cent. Trump 
has also attempted to impose his 
approach on overseas institutions 
that receive US research funds. 
Because this is the US we’re talking 
about, the culture war doesn’t stop 
at the USA’s borders – Australian 
researchers have received a ques-
tionnaire asking them intrusive 
questions about diversity, equity, 
and inclusion. 

Californian Democratic con-
gressman, Ro Khanna, has argued 
that Vice President Vance fears 

universities: “Vance calls the uni-
versity the enemy because he knows 
what lives here: historians, econo-
mists, law professors, and scientists 
who threaten him not with force, 
but with ideas.” This goes hand-in-
hand with Republican attitudes. 
A 2024 Pew Research Center poll 
found that only 20 per cent of con-
servative Republican voters had a 
positive view of colleges’ impact. 

Scientific institutions have 
not been immune to cuts, with 
the laying off of scientists who 

challenge his agenda. Trump 
ignores high-quality evidence and 
facts, to be replaced by the admin-
istration as arbiter of scientific 
truth, pushing out experts in federal 
agency leadership. He has wiped 
out funding for critical scientific 
research programmes within and 
outside the government. He has 
cut the public out of government 
decision-making processes and 
silenced independent advisory 
committees. His administration has 
spread disinformation, distorting 

scientific findings and halted gov-
ernment data collection. Trump’s 
Secretary of Heath, Robert F Ken-
nedy Jr has cancelled $500 million 
with of funding for mRNA vaccine 
research. 

In reaction, the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists (UCS) is mobilis-
ing scientists to oppose rollbacks 
of environmental and public health 
protections, and has sued the 
administration.  

Photo: rawpixel.com (CC0)

Trump’s culture wars

the Trump 
administration is 
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The Communist Party of Ire-
land (CPI) recently welcomed 
a visiting delegation from the 
Institute of Marxism at the 
Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences (CASS) to Dublin for 
a series of bilateral engage-
ments and discussions. 

The visiting delegation from 
China comprised researchers and 
professors from the Institute of 
Marxism at the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences (CASS) – a 
research institution established 
by the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) in 2005. 

Comrade Professor Chen Zhi-
gang, Vice President of the Institute, 
led the discussion from the Chinese 
side, offering valuable insights into 
the workings of the CPC and its 
role in China’s development. He 
addressed the challenges facing 
rural development in China and 
elaborated on the concept of social-
ism with Chinese characteristics, 
the guiding principles of Xi Jin-
ping thought, and its fundamental 
opposition to the Western model of 
globalisation and imperialist agen-
das. Professor Chen advocated for 
a model of inclusive globalisation 
that benefits all nations.

Throughout the discussion, he 
reiterated China’s commitment to 
building an ecological civilisation 
grounded in world peace and inclu-
sive development.

The CPI outlined its class-based, 
anti-imperialist approach to key 
political questions. Discussions 
focussed on ending British rule 
in Ireland, the defence of Irish 
neutrality and opposition to the 
growing threat posed by increased 
EU militarisation.

Communist Party of Ireland 
members outlined their strategy to 
break the “Triple Lock of Imperial-
ism” – the financial, diplomatic and 
military controls and instruments 
deployed by the USA, EU, and 
British to control the political and 
economic sovereignty and destiny 
of the Irish people.

It was outlined to the visiting 
Chinese delegation how the Irish 
nation’s interests are currently 
subservient to the needs of impe-
rialism as a result of the political 
and economic subservience and the 
class interests of the comprador 
Irish ruling class.

Professor Chen Zhigang, pro-
vided a detailed presentation on the 
development of Chinese Marxism, 

stating that it’s because of Marxism 
that China has been able to achieve 
remarkable successes. Comrade 
Chen discussed the meaning and 
relevance of Xi Jinping Thought, 
as the latest development of Marx-
ism in China; a Marxism adapted 
to the conditions prevailing in the 
21st century and the array of new 
challenges that present themselves.

Professor Chen pointed out that 
as society develops, theory must 
develop along with it. “If Marxism 
does not evolve, its vitality will be 
limited.” He also noted that Social-
ism with Chinese Characteristics 
has thrived by combining Marxist 
ideas with Chinese culture and tra-
ditions, hence Chinese people do 
not think of Marxism as a foreign 
phenomenon.

The comrades from Ireland 
and China reaffirmed their belief 
in Marxism’s potential to offer a 
genuine alternative to capitalism 
and its warmongering, imperialist 
hegemony, which undermines peace 
and disempowers people across the 
globe. A better world is possible.
Socialistvoice.ie (edited for 
space)  

Ukraine: Some Ukrainian commanders and officials have 
expressed concerns over a manpower crisis in the armed forc-
es. At least 650,000 men of fighting age are reported to have 
fled the country since 2022. Almost 400,000 servicemen have 
deserted. In addition to mandated service for able-bodied men 
between 25 and 60 years of age, there is growing public out-
cry against practices known as “busification.” The term refers 
to forced mobilisation practices, including reports of men being  
snatched off the streets and sent to the frontlines. Meanwhile, 
the US has already achieved one of its key aims, having 
secured the right to benefit from Ukrainian natural resources 
back in April 2025. 

South Sudan: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has denied 
accusations that South Sudan held discussions with Israeli 
authorities regarding the forced resettlement of Gazans 
on its territory. The accusations come from a report by the 
Associated Press citing six allegedly insider sources who 
claimed that the discussions were in the preliminary stages. 
South Sudanese Foreign Minister Monday Semaya Kumba 
recently concluded an official visit to Israel, meeting senior offi-
cials. Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Sharon Haskel arrived 
in Juba for the first official visit by a high-ranking Israeli offi-
cial to South Sudan. Netanyahu has voiced support for what 
he euphemistically calls “voluntary migration,” a plan also 
endorsed by Trump. Some South Sudanese human rights 
groups have linked increasing diplomacy with Israel and the 
possibility of a resettlement plan to South Sudan’s attempt to 
win the favour of the US, which is currently imposing sanc-
tions on key South Sudanese leaders and upholding a UN 
arms embargo. Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minister, who has also 
recently returned from South Sudan, also denied that such 
negotiations took place. 

Peru: Protests continue across Peru against the deep-
ly unpopular, US-backed coup regime of Dina Boluarte. The 
Boluarte administration has engaged in increased militarisa-
tion and opened up Peru to increased US military presence. 
President Pedro Castillo has been kept a political prisoner by 
Boluarte since 2022. Boluarte has also made moves into ter-
ritories in the Amazon which are also claimed by Colombia. 
Colombian President Gustavo Petro has reiterated that, under 
international law and treaties between the two nations, terri-
tories such as Santa Rosa Island have “not been assigned 
to either republic.” Santa Rosa Island and other communities 
along the Amazon River rely on nearby Colombian communi-
ties for education, healthcare, and other services. Colombia 
has repeatedly called for the reinstatement of diplomatic bod-
ies and bilateral discussions to determine the status of unas-
signed Amazon River islands and has denounced Peru’s 
unilateral actions as risking increased regional tensions and 
undermining local livelihoods.  

USA: The Trump administration has effectively placed 
Washington DC under military control, after the District’s police 
were federalised and 800 National Guard troops deployed to 
“re-establish law and order” in the wake of a fictional crime cri-
sis. Escalating from past deployments of the military to sup-
press peaceful protest in cities such as Los Angeles, Trump 
has now also threatened other “blue” (Democrat-voting), pre-
dominantly multicultural cities including New York, Chicago, 
Baltimore, and Oakland. In particular, young people, immi-
grants, and the homeless have been targeted by Trump as 
deserving of police and military crackdowns. 

South Korea: Kim Keon-hee, wife of former President Yoon 
Suk-yeol, has been arrested and questioned as part of the 
investigation into widespread corruption allegations. Kim has 
been accused of election interference, stock manipulation, and 
receiving corporate investments and luxury gifts in exchange 
for political favours. Kim has claimed that she has chosen to 
appear at the hearings. Unlike Yoon, however, she also chose 
to exercise her right to silence. 

Global Briefs
Chinese and Irish 

Marxists forge ties

In a world where the actual news increas-
ingly reads like a never-ending edition of The 
Onion, the United States Department of State 
has released its 2024 Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices. This annual produc-
tion casts Washington as the self-appointed 
global arbiter of human rights, passing judg-
ment on every nation on Earth.

The report’s origins go back to 1977, when Con-
gress required the State Department to assess the 
rights record of countries receiving US foreign aid. 
Over the decades, its reach expanded to cover all 
countries on earth. 

The reports contain some facts, but their emphasis, 
tone, and omissions are shaped by US foreign policy 
priorities, not by an objective standard of human 
rights. Socialist and anti-imperialist states routinely 
receive the harshest treatment, their records filtered 
through the lens of Washington’s ideological hostility. 

The 2024 edition singles out Vietnam, Cuba, and 
China as among the world’s worst offenders. Never 
mind that Vietnam and China have led the globe in 
lifting hundreds of millions out of poverty, or that 
Cuba – under an illegal US blockade – sends doctors 
and nurses to disaster zones worldwide, provides 
universal healthcare, and offers free education to all. 
The report accuses these countries of lacking “press 

freedom,” yet remains silent on the fact that US ally 
Israel regularly assassinates journalists, including 
those wearing clearly marked press gear, with weap-
ons funded by the United States.

The section on Israel opens by citing Hamas’ 
October 2023 attacks and frames subsequent Israeli 
actions as unfortunate byproducts of that event – blam-
ing the victim, and excusing the perpetrator. Israel’s 
well-documented crimes – from holding thousands of 
Palestinians without trial and running an entrenched 
apartheid system to ethnically cleansing the West 
Bank and committing genocide in Gaza – are either 
downplayed or reframed as security measures.

At home, the United States’ own human rights 
record is nothing to boast about. It maintains the largest 
prison population in the world – disproportionately 
Black and brown – many held without ever receiving 
a trial. Under Trump’s second term, foreign students 
expressing political views opposed by the govern-
ment have been detained without due process, and 
universities have been blackmailed into disciplining 
students with US citizenship. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) agents conduct raids across 
the country, “disappearing” and deporting people on 
the mere suspicion of being undocumented, often 
based solely on skin colour or language.
Peoples World (edited for space)  
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European dockworkers block 
arms shipments to Israel

Cameron Harrison

Italian dockworkers have success-
fully blocked shipments of military 
cargo bound for Israel to be used in 
their genocidal war against Pales-
tine. The Unione Sindacale di Base 
(USB), along with their union siblings 
from the All-Workers Militant Front 
(PAME) in Greece, held demonstra-
tions and refused to unload cargo at 
their ports as the ship made its way 
through the region.

The USB declared victory at the begin-
ning of August, when COSCO Shipping 
Pisces agreed to return three containers of 
military equipment to Singapore, their point 
of origin. The ship agreed that they will not 
unload at either the ports of Genoa or La 
Spezia. The decision came after the union 
announced a 24-hour strike for 5 August at 
the PSA Genova Pra’ terminal.

The USB produced a manifesto, “Labour 
Rejects War,” signed by dozens of associa-
tions, jurists, constitutional scholars and 
peace movement leaders. They affirm that 
military operations are not among the essen-
tial services protected by Italian law.

“We will not work for war,” the USB 
stated, invoking Italy’s Law 146/1990 which 
bans arms exports to conflict zones. “War 
operations are not essential services, and 
a strike is legitimate if it serves to defend 
collective security and constitutional order,” 
the union said. “Stopping arms is not just a 
political choice, it is a right.”

The union has since organised an inter-
national dockworker assembly to be held on 
26-27 September in Genoa to coordinate 
further actions including preparing for a 
sector-wide strike if necessary.

Earlier on its voyage, the ship was met 
with protests by Greek dock workers in 
Piraeus, organised by the ENEDEP dock-
workers union and PAME, before it reached 
Genoa. They called on mass demonstrations 
to prevent the unloading of the military-grade 
steel on the ship Ever Golden headed for 
Israel. The Communist Party of Greece (KKE) 
reported that the contents of the ship were 
loaded onto the COSCO Shipping Pisces 
which was then blocked in Italy.

“This is a clear example of how workers 

around the world can express practical soli-
darity with people resisting the imperialists’ 
unjust wars, of how they can strengthen their 
struggle as a united front against the mer-
chants of war,” the PAME declared.

These workers’ actions continue a grow-
ing movement of port workers refusing to 
handle arms shipments to be used in Israel’s 
genocidal war on the Palestinian people. 
These actions build on several years of labour 
organising against war and the supplying of 
weapons to Israel, dating back to the start 
of the war in 2023.

In France, workers at the port in Fos-
sur-Mer near Marseille, led by the General 
Confederation of Labor (CGT), refused to 
load 14 tons of weapons components destined 
for Israel Military Industries, a subsidiary 

of Elbit Systems in June. The CGT said the 
move made clear its refusal to “participate 
in the ongoing genocide orchestrated by the 
Israeli government.”

“We are very proud of this action led by 
our comrades, which is part of the CGT’s 
long internationalist tradition for peace,” 
CGT General Secretary Sophie Binet said.

The class-struggle-powered World Feder-
ation of Trade Unions (WFTU) has publicly 
endorsed these workplace actions. But the 
European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) 
has remained silent. This highlights an ongo-
ing divide within the labour movement over 
the role of trade unions and their relationship 
to questions of imperialism and war.

“The only force that can stop this pain-
ful course and put an end on imperialist 

and Zionist aggression is the reaction and 
resistance of the peoples with the working 
class in the front line,” the WFTU declared. 
“The WFTU has from the very first moment 
clearly and unequivocally condemned the 
aggression of the murderous Israeli state.”

“We are proud that under the banners of 
our Federation millions of workers around 
the world have mobilised and are mobilising 
in solidarity with the people of Palestine for 
a free Palestine and an independent Pales-
tinian state,” the federation said.

“For the progressive, anti-imperialist 
forces in the world today it is an urgent 
duty to defend the life and benefits of the 
people, the peace threatened by imperialist 
aggression.”
People’s World  

In just 48 hours, Vietnamese citizens, 
businesses, and public institutions 
donated $4.8 million at the start of 
a government-led fundraising cam-
paign to support Cuba, which is cur-
rently facing a severe economic crisis 
in face of US sanctions and over 60 
years of blockade.

The Asian country launched this initiative 

to “strengthen the spirit of friendship and 
solidarity” with Cuba.

Vietnam had collected nearly 128 billion 
dong – about €4.17 million. Donations will 
continue to be accepted until 16 October, in 
celebration of 65 years of diplomatic relations 
between the two nations.

The campaign set an initial target of 65 
billion dong (€2.1 million) to send to Cuba, 

which is also grappling with high inflation 
worsened by the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to the official newspaper 
Vietnam Plus, donations can be sent by QR 
code transfer, and collection points have 
been set up at workplaces, schools, and in 
some communities.

“The initiative aims to provide medical 
supplies, essential goods, and other forms 

of cooperation for sustainable development, 
helping Cuba cope with the effects of the 
pandemic, natural disasters, and the impact 
of blockades and embargoes”, Vietnam 
News reports.
Telesur  

Vietnam raises $4.8 million to support Cuba

Dock workers in Genoa protest forced complicity of Italian ports in Gaza genocide, June 2025.| Unione Sindacale di Base

Air Canada flight attendants 
held a day of action at airports 
across Canada on 13 August, to 
highlight the rampant abuse 
of unpaid work in the airline 
industry, and the need for a 
fair contract.

The flight attendants, repre-
sented by the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees (CUPE), pro-
vided near-unanimous approval 
for the union to take strike action 
in their current round of negotia-
tions with Air Canada if a contract 
cannot be reached. One of the key 

issues is addressing unpaid labour 
and poverty wages for junior flight 
attendants.

“There is very clear path for Air 
Canada to avoid job action: pay your 
workers when they’re on the clock, 
and pay them a wage that allows 
them to live and work in dignity. 
That isn’t an unreasonable ask,” 
said Wesley Lesosky, president of 
the Air Canada Component of CUPE 
which represents over 10,000 flight 
attendants across the country.

“We’re proud to put on this 
uniform and help keep the public 

safe on their journey, but the days 
of us doing it for free or for poverty 
wages must end.

“Air Canada flight attendants 
from coast to coast came together 
today to stand up for each other, 
and for the pride and dignity of this 
profession. We’re standing together 
for respect and a fair contract that 
matches to the professionalism 
and dedication we bring to work 
every day.”

The latest round of bargaining 
comes at the end of a 10-year con-
tract which expired on 31 March 

2025. Flight attendants have been 
crushed by inflation and rising costs 
over the life of the contract. Junior 
flight attendants who work full-time 
and earn just $1,952 (AU$2,171) per 
month before taxes have it worst. 
Meanwhile, all flight attendants 
put in hours and hours of unpaid 
work every week performing criti-
cal safety-related duties, as well as 
boarding, deplaning and attending 
to emergencies.

“Air Canada has posted billions 
in profits in the past few years, they 
can afford to pay their workers fairly 

without adding new costs for the 
public,” added Lesosky.

The Ontario Federation of 
Labour pledged its active support 
to Air Canada flight attendants and 
to CUPE, in a statement released 
August 13, saying:

“As a united labour movement, 
we will make sure flight attendants 
never give Air Canada another 
unpaid hour.”
People’s Voice  

Air Canada flight attendants  
hold country-wide day of action
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Pedro Lothlo

Chile’s Jeannette Jara has 
been a communist party mem-
ber from the age of 15 who 
has served in three minis-
tries under previous Chilean 
presidents. In government, 
she promoted popular legisla-
tion promoting a shorter work 
week and improved pensions. 
Now she’s the candidate for 
the Unity for Chile coalition. 
She’s expected to at least get 
through to the second round.

Economist Fernando Car-
mona who managed her campaign 
through the primaries says that Jara 
“manages to normalise the idea 
that being a communist [in Chile] 
isn’t something strange or nega-
tive.” “It’s not that she abandons 
the concept of being a communist; 
she is a communist. It’s just that 
people see her as a communist 

and someone they can vote for,” he 
said. He added that the idea that 
communists couldn’t make it past 
the primaries was “broken.” 

In an interview with Chilean 
paper El Siglo, Carmona described 
how Jara won the primary by estab-
lishing herself as someone who 
can not only propose a program 
of change, but also interpret “the 
abandonments that people are 
suffering.” 

Carmona rejected the sugges-
tion that Jara might abandon the 
program of the Communist Party, 
saying “she doesn’t abandon her 
ideas. When she talks about the 
living wage of 750,000 pesos 
($1,196 AUD) or building 360,000 
homes, these are ideas she supports 
as a communist, and they’re ideas 
she’ll continue to support.

If she makes it to the Presi-
dency, Jara won’t have it all her 
own way. Carmona points out that 

neither the left nor the centre-left 
alone can govern Chile. Jara is 
the candidate of a broad coaltion 
of the two. 

Jara comes with some baggage. 
She served as a minister under Pres-
ident Gabriel Boric, who failed to 
win a referendum on constitutional 
change. The left had criticised Boric 
for not spelling out his program for 
change before the plebiscite. 

On the positive side, Jara is 
polling way better than her pos-
sible opposition, Evelyn Mattehi 
and Johannes Kaiser, leader of 
the National Libertarian Party 
has spoken in support of the 1975 
military coup and defended the 
murders carried out by Pinochet 
in the ensuing dictatorship. Some 
polls show Jara doubling the polling 
for Kaiser and fellow dictatorship 
supporter José Kast.  

Afghanistan four years on
It’s four years since the Taliban took full control of Kabul on 15 
August 2021. In reviewing the impact on girls and women since 
then, UN Women reports the situation is increasingly untena-
ble. “The Taliban is closer than ever to achieving its vision of 
a society that completely erases women from public life.” They 
have issued directives restricting women’s and girls’ rights that 
relegate them to private spaces and increases their vulnerabili-
ty. These directives are set out in the Law on the Propagation of 
Virtue and Prevention of Vice – the “morality law” – introduced 
in August 2024. As a result:

•	 Afghanistan now has one of the largest workforce gender 
gaps in the world with only a small percentage of women 
in the workforce – almost 80% of Afghan women are not in 
education, employment or training.

•	 Afghan women are experiencing a worsening health cri-
sis. They can no longer train to be doctors. And women are 
banned from receiving treatment from male doctors in cer-
tain regions. This does not bode well for their future health.

•	 Women have been excluded from all levels of political 
decision-making.

•	 By 2026, the bans on university and secondary education for 
women and girls are projected to increase child marriage by 
25 per cent, increase childbearing among adolescent girls by 
45 per cent, and increase maternal mortality by at least 50 
per cent.

•	 The situation has triggered an acute mental health crisis 
among women and girls, who report rising levels of anxiety, 
hopelessness and despair.

•	 Women are prevented from accessing public spaces includ-
ing parks, gyms, and sports clubs.

•	 They are more vulnerable to gender-based violence. 
Services for victim-survivors have been drastically reduced – 
the Ministry of Women’s Affairs and legislation to prosecute 
cases of violence against women have been dismantled.

•	 More than 3,300 men designated by the Taliban now enforce 
a sweeping set of restrictions, such as the requirement that 
women not speak in public.

The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) reports 
that Taliban authorities have instructed private businesses 
and health clinics to refuse services to all women who are not 
accompanied by a mahram (a close relative with whom mar-
riage would not be legal) or male guardian. In certain regions, 
the authorities have begun to strictly enforce hijab regulations, 
including by requiring women to wear a chador, a full body 
covering.

This year alone, more than 1.7 million Afghans have returned 
– many forcibly – from Iran and Pakistan. Women and girls 
represent one-third of returnees from Iran and about half from 
Pakistan. They are at particular risk of reprisals and other 
human rights violations.

For women involuntarily returned to the country, the situation is 
particularly severe. One former TV reporter who left the country 
after the takeover in August 2021 due to earlier Taliban threats 
described how, after her involuntary return to Afghanistan, she 
and other women in a similar situation found there that there 
were no job opportunities, no freedom of movement, and no 
access to education beyond grade six for women and girls. “I 
can unequivocally state that I am effectively under house deten-
tion,” she said.

Susan Ferguson, the UN Women’s representative in 
Afghanistan, said that this situation must be understood beyond 
the Afghan context. “This is not only about the rights – and 
futures – of Afghan women and girls. It’s about what we stand 
for as a global community,” Ferguson said. “If we allow Afghan 
women and girls to be silenced, we send a message that 
the rights of women and girls everywhere are disposable. 
And that’s an immensely dangerous precedent.”
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The caravan, loaded with food and basic neces-
sities, crossed the Namir bridge in neigh-
bouring Deraa province to reach the worst 
affected areas of Sweida. Their transfer was 
carried out under the supervision of the Syr-
ian Red Crescent, in coordination with state 
and local agencies.

According to the organisation, the assistance 
covers part of the most urgent needs of the population, 
although it is still insufficient in view of the humani-
tarian deterioration facing the territory.

Red Crescent press chief Omar Al-Maliki recently 
warned that the needs of the governorate cannot be 
delayed, particularly those related to food, water, 
and health care.

In recent weeks, Sweida has experienced a serious 
deterioration of the humanitarian situation as a result 
of armed clashes between local tribes and factions, 
government intervention and Israeli bombing.

These events led to shortages of flour, fuel and 
food, as well as the partial collapse of the National 
Hospital due to damage to facilities and lack of med-
ical supplies.

Following the relative calm of recent days, the 
Syrian authorities, in coordination with the Red Cres-
cent and international agencies, sent aid convoys to 
alleviate the crisis.

Shipments included flour, foodstuffs, medicines 
and fuel to maintain basic services.
Prensa Latina  

Convoy with life-saving 
assistance arrives to  

Syria’s Sweida province
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The General Delegation of Pal-
estine to Australia, Aotearoa 
New Zealand and the Pacific 
welcomes the principled deci-
sion announced by the Hon 
Anthony Albanese MP, Prime 
Minister of Australia, for Aus-
tralia to formally recognise the 
State of Palestine this coming 
September.

At this critical moment when 
the fundamental human rights and 
continued existence of the Palestin-
ian people in their homeland are 
under systematic attack, it must 
be understood that recognition of 
the State of Palestine is not only a 

moral imperative – it is a necessary 
foundation for a future defined by 
freedom, sovereignty, human dig-
nity, and a just and lasting peace 
in the region.

Australia’s recognition of the 
State of Palestine marks a signif-
icant and historic step towards 
achieving justice, peace, and the 
long-overdue realisation of the 
Palestinian people’s inalienable 
right to self-determination and 
sovereign, independent statehood.

This decision affirms Austral-
ia’s commitment to international 
law, the international rules-based 
order, and to a political resolution 

in accordance with the two-state 
solution and relevant resolutions 
of international legitimacy.

It also marks an important and 
meaningful first step by Australia 
towards confronting the ongoing 
systematic Israeli crimes of mass 
killing, forced displacement, weap-
onised starvation, colonial settle-
ment expansion, and annexation 
being committed against the Pal-
estinian people in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem.

The General Delegation of Pal-
estine underscores that, while it is 
a vital starting point, recognition 

alone will do nothing to change or 
alleviate the unbearable human suf-
fering of our people on the ground 
in Gaza unless accompanied by 
concrete actions to protect Pales-
tinian civilians and human dignity, 
and to ensure the full and equal 
application of international law.

The Australian government 
is urged in this context to impose 
comprehensive, government-wide 
sanctions on Israel, in accordance 
with the rulings of international 
justice mechanisms – including 
the July 2024 Advisory Opinion of 
the ICJ – to compel this extremist 
far-right Israeli government to 

immediately halt its genocidal 
assault against the Palestinian 
people, its use of starvation as a 
weapon of war, and its recently-con-
firmed plans to illegally take over 
the Gaza Strip.
For more information, please contact 
the General Delegation of Palestine 
to Australia, Aotearoa New Zealand 
and the Pacific.
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On 12 August each year, the world cel-
ebrates International Youth Day – an 
occasion established by the United 
Nations in 1999 as a global platform 
to shed light on youth issues and chal-
lenges, and to highlight their role in 
development and change.

While the world marks this occasion this 
year with slogans of development and the 
future, the youth of Palestine are bleeding 
on the fronts of struggle. They are resisting 
genocide in the Gaza Strip, confronting 
annexation, settlement and ethnic cleansing 
projects in the West Bank and Jerusalem, 
and suffering from poverty, unemployment, 
marginalisation and racism in refugee 
camps. All of this unfolds under a political 
and economic siege aimed at breaking their 
will and uprooting them from their land and 
national memory. 

Since 7 October 2023, the occupation 
has targeted all foundations of resilience and 
resistance in its cowardly war, causing cata-
strophic repercussions for Palestinian youth 
everywhere. In the Gaza Strip, the occupa-
tion has turned schools and universities into 
rubble and halted the educational process 
entirely, aiming to destroy the awareness of 
generations and deprive them of their right 
to education. This is paralleled by a policy of 
starvation and blockade designed to break 

their will and leave them facing an uncertain 
fate and future.

In the West Bank and Jerusalem, per-
secution and arrests of young people and 
students have intensified, with universities 
turned into arenas of raids and intimida-
tion, in an attempt to silence any resisting 
voice and block any organised national 
action. Meanwhile, in the refugee camps, 
suffocating economic crises have deepened 
unemployment and poverty rates, narrowing 
educational and employment opportunities 
for youth and making their daily life an open 
battle for survival.

This all-out war on the Palestinian people 
and youth is but one chapter in a colonial 
project seeking to kill the present and steal 
the future. Yet, despite wounds and oppres-
sion, the youth of Palestine prove every day 
that they are the foundation of resistance, 
the guardians of land and identity, and that 
they are moving forward until victory, free-
dom and return.

We extend our pride and honour to the 
youth of Palestine in the occupied homeland – 
in Gaza, the West Bank and Jerusalem – and 
in the refugee camps of Lebanon, Syria, and 
Jordan, as well as in the diaspora. We salute 
their legendary steadfastness in confronting 
occupation, settlement, siege, and margin-
alisation; and their unwavering adherence 

to national principles despite attempts at 
displacement and identity erasure.

We affirm that Palestinian youth are not 
on the sidelines of the battle – they are at its 
very heart. Our youth are the vanguard of 
popular resistance, the initiators in defending 
land and identity, and the steadfast holders 
of the right of return, despite all the siege, 
restrictions and deprivation they face. Every 
bullet, every stone, every chant in a march and 
every word of truth is a youthful act defying 
the liquidation project, proving that the will 
of the new generation cannot be broken.

We demand an immediate end to the 
genocidal war on our Palestinian people, 
and an end to all forms of killing, siege and 
starvation. We also call for improving the 
conditions of youth in the homeland and 
the diaspora, ensuring them a dignified life 
and decent job opportunities. We stress the 
necessity of supporting education at all levels 
and protecting it from targeting, as it is a 
strategic weapon for preserving awareness 
and building the future.

We call for the adoption of a compre-
hensive national emergency plan to address 
the problems of youth in the homeland 
and diaspora – taking into account their 
economic, educational and social needs, 
opening avenues for their participation in 
national decision-making, and mobilising 

their energies in the struggle for liberation 
and the building of an independent Pales-
tinian state.

Finally, we call on the free and revo-
lutionary youth of the world to stand side 
by side with the youth of Palestine in their 
struggle for dignity and freedom. We urge 
them to be a resounding voice against injus-
tice and occupation, and to engage in soli-
darity, boycott and anti-colonial campaigns 
against all forms of racism and oppression 
our people face.

Supporting Palestinian youth today is 
supporting the cause of justice and freedom 
everywhere – a moral and human duty that 
demands unity and solidarity across borders.

Let us raise our voices together and build 
a strong global youth front that upholds the 
Palestinian right to freedom, independence 
and return, and confronts all attempts of 
ethnic cleansing and normalisation aimed 
at erasing our just cause.

On this day, we say clearly: the will of the 
youth of Palestine will not be broken, and the 
flame of resistance will not be extinguished 
– until the occupation is defeated, the land 
is liberated, the refugees return, and the 
independent Palestinian state is established 
with Jerusalem as its capital.  

Youth of Palestine:  
the backbone of struggle and revolution

Statement from the Democratic Youth Union

Welcoming Australia’s recognition 
of the State of Palestine
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