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Anti-racism:
the people stand up

Peter Farmer

Thousands of Australians marched
in support of Indigenous sovereignty
and against racism on Saturday 13
September. Thousands who already
march every week to protest against
the Israeli genocide in Palestine
showed up to stand up for Aborigi-
nal people and Australians of every
background.

In Boorloo/Perth a demonstration for
Indigenous rights and against racism also
called for support for Palestine. That call
strikes a national chord, as pro-Palestine,
anti-genocide demonstrations in other cities
have consistently linked Indigenous rights in
Australia to the Palestinian struggle against
genocide. In Sydney, a demonstration organ-
ised by First Nations group The Blak Caucus
rallied to protest racism and support Camp
Sovereignty in Naarm/Melbourne, which had
been previously attacked by fascist cowards.
Characteristically the NSW Premier spoke
up, not for the rights of Indigenous people,
but in support of the police.

In Tasmania a demonstration rallied
for Indigenous Sovereignty near Hobart’s
Parliament House. Cody Gangell-Smith,
a Palawa man spoke up against the attack
on Camp Sovereignty, calling it “terrorism,
plain and simple.”

In the ACT, demonstrators from unions,
and Indigenous groups rallied against racism
and for Indigenous sovereignty.

In Meanjin/Brisbane Indigenous people
and allies rallied against racism and for
multi-culturalism, with signs reading “No
one is illegal on stolen land.”

In Alice Springs locals rallied against
racism, with speaker Faron Peckham saying
Australians need to “walk together.”

Communist Party of Australia members
played a part at rallies as marshalls and par-
ticipants. The Communist Party of Australia
was the first political party in this country
to support Aboriginal rights.

The Communist Party’s 2022 Political
Resolution says:

Under capitalism, the process of
colonisation continues in Australia
today for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples. This occurs through an
endless number of economic, political,
and social means; such as the denial

of land rights, pay inequality, over-
policing, incarceration rates, Indigenous
deaths in custody, and the pervasive
racism of non-Indigenous Australians
towards Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people. Boorloo/Perth

The Guardian

has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast”
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Sold out

It’s been a while since the AUKUS pact was
featured in this newspaper. The plan to buy
nuclear-powered submarines from the USA and
the UK, once they’d built them, used to be a weekly
concern. You might think we’d accepted it as a
‘done deal.” We have not.

Now AUKUS is back in the news, and it’s more
expensive, dangerous and harmful to Australia’s
independence than ever.

The latest news is that Defence Minister Richard
Marles has announced that Australia is putting
$12 billion towards building up the Henderson
precinct in Perth, including docks for nuclear sub-
marine maintenance. If it’s just so that Albanese
can meet US President Trump face-to-face, that’s
one expensive meeting. If the announcement is
to make sure AUKUS goes ahead, that’s one very
expensive loss of sovereignty.

The basic facts of the AUKUS pact haven’t
changed. We’re committed to buying long-range
nuclear submarines for almost half a trillion dol-
lars, in ‘alliance’ with the US and the UK. Really,
it would be under US leadership, as that country
has made very clear lately. The cost is insane, the
deal will leave us with even less independence from
the US, and it endangers Australia.

You might think Australia didn’t have any more
sovereignty to give away, but AUKUS manages it.
The proposed submarines only work for long-range
operations menacing China, so Australia would be
tied to US military adventures. The US Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth has been demanding that
Australia make this explicit and agree to join in on
any war with China the US starts. Marles jumped
the gun and agreed, although it was walked back
by PM Albanese later. The pact is also unnecessary
— we don’t need to menace China at all.

The cost will be record-breaking. It’s already
crowding out other Defence spending, and it’s
especially obscene in a country that tells people
we can’t afford small improvements to welfare
payments, or to fully fund schools. What do putting
dental treatment on Medicare, abolishing univer-
sity fees, free childcare centres, or lifting the rate
of JobSeeker have in common? Each of them is
dismissed as too expensive, pie-in-the-sky, utopian.
Each is way less costly and way more useful than
AUKUS.

So no, AUKUS is NOT a done deal. Commenta-
tors all over the political spectrum are hoping it
won’t go ahead. The submarines plan simply will
not make this country safer. After a long history
of failed submarine purchasing, the Albanese gov-
ernment wants to have nuclear submarines as a
win, but AUKUS can never be a success, even if
we eventually get the submarines. It’s an obscene
waste of money that endangers this country and
chains us to US military aggression.

The Communist Party of Australia has consist-
ently opposed AUKUS and called for Australia
to give peace a budget. AUKUS is not inevitable,
but it will need to be energetically opposed. The
CPA works with pro-peace organisations to stand
against the sell-out that Marles and Albanese are so
keen on. If there’s a group opposing AUKUS near
you, get involved. If there isn’t, consider starting
one! If you can’t do that, let the politicians know
that you don’t want working people’s money going
towards a ‘pact’ that makes our military more and
more a part of the United States war machine.
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Congress Appeal

From 27 February to 1 March
2026, elected delegates rep-
resenting Communist Party
organisations from all over
Australia will gather in Mel-
bourne for the 15th National
Congress of the Party. There
will be an opening on the Fri-
day night, 27 February, to
which all Guardian readers,
their families and friends are
invited. (Details will be pro-
vided in a future issue of the
Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will
discuss the work of the Party, make
any amendments to and adopt a
Political Resolution. In the lead-up
to the Congress, Party members
are discussing and submitting
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amendments to the draft Political
Resolution. In January 2026 the
Central Committee will consider
these amendments and finalise the
draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Cen-
tral Committee to lead the work of
the Party until the next National
Congress. As the highest body of
the Party, it can also amend the
Party’s Program and Constitution
and adopt other resolutions as its
delegates may determine.

The CPA has launched a Spe-
cial Appeal to help defray the costs
associated with holding a National
Congress. These are considerable
with delegates coming from as far
away as Perth, the printing of doc-
uments, etc.

We are appealing to Party
members, organisations, and all
friends and supporters of the Party,
including Guardian readers, to
help us reach our $10,000 target
as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the
form below or write your details on
a separate piece of paper to send
with your contribution. Payment by
credit card can also be phoned in
on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct
credit details.

All contributions will be
acknowledged in the Guardian,
with the names of contributors
unless otherwise requested. We
look forward to your support for
this important occasion. &
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Greeting to the 13th Congress of
the Communist Party of Bangladesh

Ruhin Hossain Prince

General Secretary

Communist Party of Bangladesh
E: cpbinter@gmail.com

Dear comrade,

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) sends our warm-
est revolutionary greetings to the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) on the occasion of your important 13th
Congress. We wish it to be a great success and that it further
unifies your Party in the service of working-class liberation.

We salute your historic role in the national liberation
struggle against imperialism, and as a continual leader
of the progressive, nationalist and secular forces within
your country.

We acknowledge also that your 13th Congress comes on
the back of your heroic role in the recent upheavals against
neoliberal corruption and capitalist rule in Bangladesh,
and that the CPB plays a crucial role in the advancement

of Bangladeshi democracy in a time of turmoil and change
in your region.

A common point in our present struggle remains the resist-
ance to US imperialism and US meddling in South Asia.
Imperial aggression and US military presence in the region
is intensifying the drums of war and remains a roadblock
to peace. It must be stopped in its tracks.

We sincerely hope to further strengthen ties and exchanges
between our two parties in our common struggle for work-
ers’ power, and the scientific application of Marx, Engels
and Lenin to our concrete conditions.

Power and solidarity to our dear comrades in the
Communist Party of Bangladesh!

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Communist Party of Australia, CPA
International Department

12th September 2025

Banks slash jobs

Marcus Browning

The Finance Sector Union (FSU) says NAB’s deci-
sion to cut 410 jobs just a day after ANZ axed 3,500
proves banks are moving in lockstep against work-
ers. NAB’s cuts will affect 728 workers. This fol-
lows Bank of Queensland announcing it would
cut 200 jobs

NAB intends to establish 127 new roles in India and
Vietnam, shifting work performed in Australia overseas.

The job losses come despite NAB reporting billions in
profit. Workers face uncertainty about their futures while
profitable banks replace workers in secure jobs with off-
shoring and automation.

The FSU say they will fight NAB’s cuts as fiercely as they
are fighting ANZ and the Commonwealth Bank job cuts,
demanding accountability and secure local jobs.

Finance Sector Union National President Wendy Streets
said, “Two banks in two days slashing jobs, it’s shameful.
This isn’t one rogue bank, it’s the whole sector driving the
same agenda at the expense of workers and communities.

“It is a betrayal of 728 workers and their families. Profits
in their billions, jobs in the bin, banks are showing open
contempt for their own people.

“Cuts this deep don’t just hurt staff they hollow out
services for customers and communities who rely on NAB.

“First ANZ, now NAB. One after the other, banks are
swinging the axe. These cuts are destructive to the people
who make the banks’ success possible.”

The FSU has condemned ANZ for betraying 3,500
workers in one of the world’s most profitable banks, saying
planned cuts are unhinged, reckless, unnecessary and driven
by pure greed.

The FSU says it’s a huge insult that workers who have
found out their jobs are on the line through a news alert
that’s popped up on their phone while they’re making their
breakfast or getting the kids ready for school.

This comes off the back of ANZ’s credibility already
being in question after a humiliating email botch-up under
CEO Nuno Matos’ leadership revealed job cuts to staff once
again before they had even been briefed.

The union said this shows contempt for staff, customers
and the community.

When asked by the FSU who would do the work of the
3,500 sacked staff, ANZ had no answer — except to say the
work would simply stop. The FSU will be fighting for workers
by taking this to the Fair Work Commission.

Streets said, “This isn’t a plan, it’s chaos. You cannot
build the future of one Australia’s biggest banks on secrecy,
incompetence and betrayal.

“Workers built this bank and kept it strong through
crisis after crisis, now those same workers are being
discarded so ANZ executives can feed an out-of-control
profit machine.”

The Bank of Queensland plans to cut 200 jobs as a result
of a deal with outsourcing giant CapGemini, including axing
and sending offshore more than half of its contact centre
workforce.

The cuts include 165 roles in the contact centre — more
than 50 per cent of the Australian workforce in that division,
20 roles in collections, and the remainder in retail, lending
and audit roles.

This comes on top of BOQ’s earlier decision to close
branches across Australia — a clear sign that the bank is
walking away from both staff and its customers. While BOQ
runs glossy campaigns about being the “Bank of Queens-
landers,” the reality is jobs are being offshored and local
communities are being left behind.

The work is slated to be shifted offshore, with CapGemini
operating a large base in India.

The bank’s plans also highlight further threats from
automation and artificial intelligence, with CapGemini also
engaged to accelerate BOQ’s move to Al Despite having run
a full tender process over months, staff have only just been
told their jobs are on the line which the FSU says demon-
strates management’s complete disregard for workers.

The FSU demands BOQ scrap its offshoring plan, rule out
forced redundancies, guarantee redeployment and training
for affected workers and be upfront with customers about
how outsourcing, automation and AI will impact service.

FSU National Secretary Julia Angrisano said:

“This process has been planned in secret and then dumped

South Australian
spark up

nurses

Photos: Finance Sector Union FaceBook

on workers with no warning. BOQ staff deserve honesty and
respect, not to be blindsided about the future of their jobs.

“We warned that once CBA opened the door to out-
sourcing and Al, the other banks would follow and BOQ’s
decision proves we were right.

“It’s not just BOQ — ANZ and NAB workers were treated
appallingly last week, with emails instructing them how to
return their laptops before many had even been told their
jobs were gone. Right across the sector, bank workers are
being treated as disposable.

“This is a race to the bottom with fewer secure jobs for
workers in Australia and poorer service for customers. Once
one bank moves the others follow.” &

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA

During current public sector enter-
prise bargaining negotiations the
Australian Nursing and Midwifery Fed-
eration — South Australia (ANMF-SA)
has received a proposal from the
South Australian government offer-
ing a 13 % wage increase for nursing
staff employed by SA Health, spread
over four years.

Union executives have rejected this offer

outright and have begun “stop work lunches”
across the major SA health sites across the
state beginning with the Royal Adelaide
hospital on the 9 September. The ANMF
is calling for a wage increase that keeps
up with the increasing cost of living and
shows respect for the incredibly important
and demanding work that these frontline
healthcare workers face.

ANMF-SA &

BLOCKADE ON CUBA

4:15pm till 5:00 pm Friday 17 October
USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney

Call 0418 270 885
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Australia lags behind
in public school

The Australian Education
Union has welcomed the
release of the OECD’s Educa-
tion at a Glance 2025 report,
warning that its findings show
the urgent need to tackle
teacher shortages, and that
full funding of Australia’s
public schools must remain
a government priority.

AEU Federal President Cor-
rena Haythorpe said the report
makes clear that Australia is falling
behind on key measures because
historically governments have not
been investing enough in public
education.

The report shows that govern-
ment investment in non-tertiary
education in Australia remains
below that of many leading nations,
with Australia spending just 1.7% of
GDP on secondary schooling, lower
than the OECD average. Investment
in public primary schools is also
below the OECD average, while
government funding for private
schools far exceeds international
norms at 29.5% higher than the
OECD average.

Early childhood education is
another area where Australia lags
behind. While OECD countries
dedicate on average 0.5% of GDP

funding

to preschool education, Australia
spends just 0.3%, and parents are
forced to shoulder far more of the
cost than in comparable nations.

“This report makes clear how
important it is that the full fund-
ing of Australia’s public schools
remain a priority for governments.
All governments, state and federal,
have committed to full funding in
bilateral agreements, which needs
to be delivered on the ground to
address the inequity the OECD
has highlighted,” Haythorpe said.

“The report also shows that
more needs to be done to address
the growing inequity between Aus-
tralian public and private schools.
Our public schools are carrying the
greatest responsibility for educat-
ing students from disadvantaged
backgrounds, yet they remain the
least resourced.”

“Every child deserves access to
a high-quality education, no matter
their background or postcode. The
OECD confirms that when we fail to
invest properly in public education,
itis students and their teachers who
suffer the consequences.”

The report also confirms Aus-
tralia has among the worst reported
teacher shortages in the OECD,
referencing PISA data that shows

between 2018 and 2022 the pro-
portion of Australian students in
schools where principals reported
that learning was hindered by
teacher shortages jumped from
26% t0 47%.

Australia’s above-average class
sizes and high compulsory instruc-
tion hours compound the pressures
on teachers. Disappointingly, the
report confirms growth in teacher
salaries has lagged behind the
OECD average.

“It is no surprise that teacher
shortages are worsening when Aus-
tralian teachers are working longer
hours in larger classes with fewer
resources than their colleagues
overseas. Governments must deliver
on their commitments and invest
in the teaching workforce through
better pay, manageable workloads,
and schools that are fully funded
and properly resourced,” Hay-
thorpe said.

“The OECD has made it clear
that if Australia is serious about
equity and excellence, we must
invest in our public schools and
the teachers who change lives
every day.”

Australian Education Union &

Finance union
stands up over Al

Guardian

Finance Sector Union (FSU) members have
been in Canberra to help shape important
conversations around Al, demanding stronger
protections for workers as new technologies
reshape our workplaces.

Alongside FSU National President Wendy Streets
and National Assistant Secretary Nicole McPherson,
FSU members Kathryn Sullivan, Adrian Thoen, Mac-
kenzi de Piazza and Dhanushi Jayathilaka met with
senior politicians to call for workers’ voices in how
Al is used and for stronger regulation and reforms.

They spoke with Dr Daniel Mulino (Assistant
Treasurer and Minister for Financial Services), Dr
Andrew Charlton MP (Assistant Minister for Science,
Technology and the Digital Economy), and key poli-
ticians in the areas of workplace relations, skills and
training, and more.

Union leaders also joined union members from
across industries to discuss the opportunities and
risks of AT at a special symposium.

FSU members also bravely shared their stories
of how AI has affected their jobs and lives — FSU
member Kathryn had to train the CBA chatbot that
she eventually lost her job to.

DIGITAL TRANSITION MUST
WORK FOR US,
NOT AGAINST US

The FSU has developed a roadmap for a digital
just transition — a plan to ensure workers have a say
on how Al is used and are protected — which they
presented to government in Canberra.

It includes:

« Consultation: workers must be consulted at every
phase of Al development.

+ Education: workers need paid time to retrain and
gain transferrable skills.

« Data security and surveillance: protections over
who has our data and how it is used.

« Redundancy: fairer redeployment and support
when jobs are displaced.

The message to Canberra was clear: finance workers
should have a seat at the table when it comes to Al
Finance Sector Union &

The Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance is dismayed by a
decision by Melbourne University Publishing to axe one of the
nation’s longest-running literary journals, Meanjin.

The publication has played a significant role in Australia’s
intellectual and cultural landscape for 85 years, providing ongoing
work for dozens of freelance writers and creative workers.

MEAA Media director Cassie Derrick said it was a sad day for
media diversity in Australia and questioned the justification for
the axing.

“At a time when writers and creatives are increasingly facing
censorial voices, the frank and fearless writing Meanjin has
always published is more important than ever.”

What a lot of ballyhoo about Daniel Andrews, Bob Carr, and other
former Australian politicians and diplomats attending China’s
marking of the defeat of fascism 80 years ago, the end of WW2!
A celebration belonging to working people the world over was
used by the warmonger cheer squad as an opportunity to put the
boot into China.

The media beat-up was a reminder that Australia’s master-
puppet relationship with the US causes the puppet to bend into
ludicrous contortions. In 2008 the current Australian ambassador
to the US, noted lap dog and self-promoter Kevin Rudd, was PM.
Rudd’s much vaunted “engagement” with Asia was his proposal
to fashion an Asia-Pacific Community.

Rudd had been Prime Minister for just over six months and had
made few visits to Asian countries, but in introducing his scheme
said, “It is time Australia began to shape this agenda, which is
why this government has put forward an ambition for the region
to create an Asia-Pacific Community.” Rudd offered himself

as an “honest broker amid the regional rivalries that hold back
cooperation.”

But there were no wars among Asian countries and even the
most difficult questions were, and are, being worked out. ASEAN,
for example, includes socialist and capitalist countries and no
serious problems have arisen among them.

Rudd said that “once and for all” he wanted to bring the US,
China and India into a common body. To work out what was
really behind Rudd’s proposal (which was not new in any case)
it is necessary to read between the lines and view the proposal
against the background of developments in the Asian region.

One of the important groups to emerge in this period was the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). Membership now
includes Belarus, China, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

Not the US of course, it not being an Asian country.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Australia’s refugee regime.

Last month Ruth, a 35-year-old Nigerian asylum seeker who has
been in PNG for more than eight and half years, was found dead
in her accommodation in Port Moresby.

Ruth arrived in Papua New Guinea seeking asylum in 2017 and
was held in the notorious Bomana detention centre for three and
half years.

Ruth had been suffering serious medical issues, but received
inadequate treatment after her release from Bomana. Refugees
in her accommodation report that Ruth had been particularly sick
for weeks but had been unable to get any medical attention.

Ruth’s death highlights the precarious existence and neglect of
asylum seekers and refugees in PNG, along with the 36 refugees
sent by the Rudd Labor government in 2013, living in Port
Moresby.

Previously, people found to be refugees in PNG by the UNHCR
were resettled in Australia, but that agreement was scuttled when
Manus Island became Australia’s offshore prison for refugees in
2012.

“Ruth is just as much a victim of Australia’s offshore refugee
regime as those who were sent to Manus,” said lan Rintoul,
spokesperson for the Refugee Action Coalition, “Ruth’s death has
created yet another wave of anxiety among the refugees in PNG.

“All the asylum seekers and refugees need to be brought to
Australia,” said Rintoul.



https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/2025/09/education-at-a-glance-2025_c58fc9ae.html
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Digital ID, age verification,
eSafety laws: what you
need to know

Shane Cowl

The Australian government
has ushered in a new era
of digital regulation with
the passing of three major
reforms: the Digital ID Bill,
mandatory Age Verification
Laws, and expanded eSafety
Commissioner powers. These
changes, designed to enhance
security and modernise ser-
vice access, have sparked
fierce debate over privacy,
surveillance, and the future
of financial freedom.

The ‘Digital ID Bill’ was first
introduced to Parliament in Novem-
ber 2023, passing the House of
Representatives on 15 May 2024,
before clearing the Senate on 27
June 2024.

The ‘Age Verification Laws’
amending the ‘Online Safety Act,’
followed a swift legislative jour-
ney, introduced in early 2024
and passing both houses by July.
Meanwhile, the ‘eSafety Commis-
sioner’s expanded powers’ were
fast-tracked, granting the regulator
unprecedented authority to police
online content.

The government’s claim is that
their new ‘Digital ID framework’
will serve as a unified online iden-
tity, allowing Australians to access
services without repeatedly submit-
ting physical documents. Initially
voluntary, the system is expected
to become the primary method for
identity verification across both
public and private sectors.

The Digital ID will soon be
essential for accessing a wide range
of services. Government agencies,
including Medicare, Centrelink, and
the ATO will integrate the system
first, followed by state-level services
such as driver’s licence renewals
and public transport concessions.
Healthcare providers may require
Digital ID verification for doctor’s
appointments and prescription
access, while financial institutions
are expected to adopt it for online
banking, loans, and even crypto-
currency transactions.

The federal government claims
the digital ID will not be mandatory,
but in practice it will be compulsory
in many instances.

Private businesses will also
play a role, with age-restricted
purchases such as alcohol, tobacco,
and adult content needing Digital
ID confirmation. Universities,
employers, and rental agencies
could soon demand the ID for
enrolments, job applications, and
lease agreements.

Many people have asked if the
new ‘Age Verification’ laws are really
about protecting minors. Won’t
they intrude on privacy?

Under the new ‘Age Verifica-
tion laws,” Australians will need
to prove their age before accessing
certain online platforms including
social media, gambling sites, and
pornography and search engines.
While proponents argue this will
shield minors from harmful con-
tent, critics warn of mass data
collection risks, citing overseas

failures where similar systems were
exploited by hackers.

The eSafety Commissioner
now has much greater authority
to demand the removal of harm-
ful, misleading or hateful content
including cyberbullying, deep-
fakes, and deliberate misinforma-
tion. Platforms failing to comply
face hefty fines, raising concerns
over censorship and free speech
suppression.

Centralising identity verification
creates a prime target for cyber-
criminals. Past breaches, like the
2022 Optus and Medibank hacks,
demonstrate Australia’s vulnerabil-
ity to large-scale data theft.

When combined with existing
facial recognition laws, Digital IDs
could enable real-time tracking
of citizens’ activities and private
lives leading to fears of potential
social engineering or exploitation
by private companies for targeted
advertising.

There is also a great potential
for the IDs to harm elderly, rural,
and low-income Australians, who
may struggle with the shift; risking
exclusion from essential services
if they cannot navigate the new
digital system.

Many also see Digital ID as a
stepping stone to a Central Bank
Digital Currency (CBDC), and some
have voiced their concerns about
the banking industry’s comments
on using a CBDC for the purpose
of pursuing a cashless society and
digital-only currency. The Reserve
Bank has already looked at the

Graphic: jaydeep — pixabay.com (public domain)

possibility of a digital Austral-
ian dollar, raising alarms among
welfare groups over potential
government control of spending,
including expiry dates on money
or restrictions on purchases. Many
countries do have a CBDC, but none
have imposed a completely cashless
system. Australia will be the first
country to introduce such laws so
quickly. Australia could also be the
first country to attempt a completely
cashless economy.

Trials for the Digital ID system
are set to begin in 2025, with a full
rollout expected by 2026. While the

government promises streamlined
services and reduced fraud, civil
liberty groups are gearing up for
legal challenges.

As Australia moves toward
a digitised future, the question
remains: Will these laws empower
citizens — or erode their freedoms?
Australian governments have a
history of putting big corporations
and lobbyists ahead of the majority
when it comes to change.

My advice is to stay informed,
your access to vital services and
your rights to privacy may depend
onit. &

Southern Downs Regional Council
workers on strike

Southern Downs Regional Council
workers have gone on strike for the
first time in decades after another
poor wage offer.

The industrial action comes as a last
resort, after months of bargaining has failed
to yield a fair offer from the Council.

Council workers represented by the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union (AWU), the Transport
Workers’ Union, The Services Union and the
CFMEU walked off the job to rally outside
Council buildings in Stanthorpe and Warwick.

AWU South Western District Secretary
Joey Kaiser said that workers feel disre-
spected by the Council.

“Our members love this community. This
is not a decision we take lightly — council
workers in the Southern Downs have not
taken protected industrial action in over

40 years — but something has got to give,”
Kaiser said.

“Our members have watched their real
wages be torn apart by rising grocery prices,
interest rates and rental payments over the
past three years.”

“Council's current wage offer is simply
not enough for our hardworking members
to keep our heads above water in the current
economy.”

“To add insult to injury, Council’s
current offer would not see outdoor work-
ers receive their first pay rise until next
February.”

An attempt by the Council to make it
easier to extend workers’ ordinary hours
to Sunday and introduce insecure forms of
employment into the agreement for outdoor
workers has also fallen flat, prompting work-
ers to take industrial action.

Working on Sundays is currently entirely
voluntary at the Council.

Kaiser said that while wages are an
important part of why Council staff across
the Southern Downs are standing up and
fighting back, it’s not all about the money.

“Council’s current offer still proposes
to introduce insecure employment into the
agreement and changes arrangements for
working on Sundays.

“Southern Downs Regional Council is
competing for labour with the resources
and construction industries, as well as other
Councils.

“Our members have the skills and the
ability to move to one of these other industries
and earn a lot more money, but they would
have a reduced work-life balance.

“Council can’t have it both ways — they
need to maintain the conditions that make

working in local government attractive, like
voluntary work on Sundays.”

Unions are calling on Council to come
back to the bargaining table and deliver a
fair deal that their workers deserve.

Kaiser said that the Council’s workforce
aren’t asking for the world — they just want a
fair pay rise delivered this year and an offer
that doesn’t reduce conditions at Southern
Downs.

“As the following weeks and months play
out, Council can end our industrial action
at any time by coming to the table with a
genuine offer that addresses the concerns
held by staff,” Kaiser said.

“There is still time for Council to come
to the table and make an offer that their
staff deserve.”

AWU &

Kmet Skala

What is a proletariat?

A proletariat is someone who
does not own any capital or prop-
erty to extract wealth from, and so
must sell their labour, i.e. work, to
earn money. This is opposed to the
bourgeoisie, who is someone who
owns capital or property to extract

Proletari-what?

wealth from, and so does not need
to work.

Does proletariat just mean
worker?

In a broad sense, yes. However,
your image of a worker may be one
of industrial workers. However,
worker is far more broad than just
that. Someone can work, but not be
a member of the proletariat.

So a proletariat is someone
who has no choice but to work
for a living?

Got it

How do I know if I am one?

If you have to work to make
money, you are a member of the
proletariat. Even if you own some
capital or property, if you still
need to work to make money,

you are still a member of the
proletariat.

Isn’t this word a bit old
fashioned?

It might sound that way, but
we still live in a capitalist system,
so the term ‘proletariat’ is still very
relevant.

Is this proletariat just a
Russian thing?

The word itself comes from
French, with Latin origins, and
was famously used by Karl Marx,
a German. You probably associate
it with Russia because the first
successful socialist revolution
happened in the Russian Empire,
creating the Soviet Union. However,
it is universally applicable. &
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A tale of two envoys

M Santos

The Albanese government has
appointed two special envoys: Jillian
Segal in July 2024 to combat antisem-
itism and almost three months later,
Aftab Malik to counter Islamopho-
bia. Both forms of bigotry have been
on the rise.

Their reports, handed down in July and
September respectively, tell two quite differ-
ent tales — the first sowing division and the
second fostering social cohesion.

SOCIAL COHESION

Malik has both a local and international
reputation fostering intercultural dialogue
and social cohesion. He led the first gov-
ernment-funded conference in Australia to
examine the impacts of the extremist right-
wing and Islamophobia on social cohesion
following the 15 March 2019 terrorist attack
in New Zealand.

He is recognised as a permanent, desig-
nated “Global Expert” on Muslim Affairs by
the UN Alliance of Civilisations.

His role as envoy involves taking a
planned, purposeful approach to creating
meaningful change, advocating, raising
awareness, engaging stakeholders and
working with specialised organisations to
foster a safer, more inclusive environment
for Muslims.

MALIK’S FINDINGS

Malik’s report identified persistent Islam-
ophobic attitudes and incidents of hatred
towards Australian Muslims, dating back
to the 11 September terrorist attack in 2001
but increasing.

His report calls Islamophobia “a perva-
sive, and at times terrifying, reality that has
devastating consequences for victims.” The
normalisation of Islamophobia is so wide-
spread that many incidents go unreported.

The situation “necessitates urgent gov-
ernment intervention.”

The majority of targets of reported inci-
dents of everyday Islamophobia are women,
who have been subjected to physical and
verbal assault, including having clothes
ripped off, being spat at, and being choked
and punched. (See Half the Sky page 15)

“The reality is that Islamophobia in Aus-
tralia has been persistent, at times ignored
and other times denied, but never fully
addressed,” Malik said at the press confer-
ence for his report.

A 2024 survey found that more than
one-third of Australians express negative
attitudes towards Muslims.

The Islamophobia Register Australia said
it “consistently documented a continued rise
in anti-Muslim hate incidents, which saw an
‘alarming escalation’ during 2023-2024,”
both online and in person.

Malik said Muslim women who wear
hijabs were subject to particularly hor-
rific abuse given their visible religious
identification.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Malik’s 54 recommendations propose a
whole-of-society response, spanning govern-
ment, law, health, education, media, sport,
the political, and culture.

He calls on the government to confront
Islamophobia with equivalent urgency to
other discriminatory practices, and provide
victims with rights, protections, and legal
recourse.

He also urges Australia to formally
recognise the International Day to Combat
Islamophobia on 15 March, as established
by the United Nations General Assembly.

The report’s recommendations call for:
« Inquiries into the prevalence of
Islamophobia and anti-Palestinian
racism.

“Accountability and responsibility:

holding individuals and institutions

accountable for hate speech and
discriminatory actions and policies.”

» “Protection and support: ensuring that
victims of Islamophobia have accessible
support services and that communities
feel safe and valued.”

+ “Education and awareness: challenge
Islamophobia, promote understanding
and respectful dialogue through
training, media, the arts and education.”
Islamophobia to be treated with
“equivalent urgency to other
discriminatory practices.”

Extension of racial discrimination laws
to explicitly state that they cover the
“ethno-religious” Hindu, Buddhist, and
Muslim communities as they already do
the Jewish and Sikh communities.

Malik also called for the review of coun-
ter-terrorism laws and their application,
including the creation of a Muslim advisory
panel to provide insights into the impact of
laws on the community.

His recommendations aim to address
prejudice, racism and hate that incite dis-
crimination, hostility or violence.

A separate anti-Palestinian and anti-
Arab racism inquiry would have a particular
emphasis on the fallout to the Gaza war. The
message of these recommendations is clear:
Islamophobia should be treated with the
same seriousness as antisemitism or racism
against Indigenous Australians.

Since 2002 Australian governments have
passed more than 9o pieces of ‘counter-ter-
rorism’ laws that have “institutionalised
suspicion of Muslim communities and Islam
more broadly.” (Gerhard Hoffstaedter, David
Tittensor, Farida Fozdar, and Adam Possa-
mai, ABC) The impact on Middle Eastern
people and Muslims is significant.

“The reality is that Islamophobia in Aus-
tralia has been persistent, at times ignored
and at other times denied, but never fully
addressed,” Malik told reporters. “These
recommendations aim to engender a fair,
respectful and inclusive environment, one
that actively combats prejudice and hate, but
importantly respects fundamental freedoms.”

Malik said the “hellish suffering inflicted
upon the people of Gaza” was linked to “dehu-
manisation” of Palestinian-Australians but
added he was “wary of using Islamophobia
as a proxy for, or to conflate it with, [this]
racism.” In other words, he distinguishes
between racism and Islamophobia.

FOSTERING DIVISION

Jillian Segal is a South African-born
Australian lawyer and business executive
and ardent Zionist. She has been chair of
the Australia-Israel Chamber of Commerce
since 2015; is the immediate past president
of the extremist pro-Israel Executive Council
of Australian Jewry (ECAJ); and was deputy

chancellor of the University of New South
Wales from 2010-2019.

At a pro-Zionist rally on 11 October 2023,
Segal said, “Our world has changed, the bar-
barians have breached the gates.”

RECOMMENDATIONS

On 10 July, Segal, standing alongside
Anthony Albanese, presented the PM with
a report containing a number of recommen-
dations to quash “antisemitism” in the name
of building “social cohesion.”

Segal’s recommendations conflate oppo-
sition to Isarel’s genocide with antisemitism.
They include:

« Withholding funding from universities,

programs or within universities that

facilitate, enable or fail to act against
antisemitism.

Including terms in all public funding

agreements with cultural institutions

or festivals to end funding where

the institution or festival promotes,

facilitates or does not deal effectively

with hate or antisemitism.

« Removing deductible gift recipient
status from any charitable institution
which promotes speakers or engages in
conduct that promotes antisemitism.

« Embedding Holocaust and antisemitism
education in national and state school
curricula.

« Developing a university “report

card,” assessing each university’s

implementation of effective practices

and standards to combat antisemitism,
including complaints systems and best
practice policies.

Screening visa applicants for antisemitic

views or affiliations, consistent with a

risk-based approach.

 Ensuring the Migration Act effectively
facilitates visa refusals or cancellations
for antisemitic conduct and rhetoric.
(See Guardian # 2154, 21 July, 2025)

For Segal, any political criticism of Zion-
ism or Israel’s genocide is antisemitism.
But as Federal Court Judge Angus Stewart
ruled, “political criticism of Israel, however
inflammatory or adversarial, is not by its
nature criticism of Jews in general or based
on Jewish racial or ethnic identity.”

Segal’s recommendations are a thinly
veiled threat to cancel government funding
if a university or other organisation fails
to have a clear policy and act on it to crush
anti-genocide actions or criticism of Israel.

“Demonstrators in this country are being
labelled as antisemitic in order to attempt to

suppress criticism and understanding that
another holocaust is being perpetrated in
the Gaza Strip by the Israeli state, so that it
can continue on with its genocidal mission
without any intrusions,” Paul Gregoire,
Sydney Criminal Lawyers, said.

Ohad Kozminsky, Executive Member,
Jewish Council of Australia, commenting
on the police response to a protest outside
a weapons company allegedly supplying
Israel said: “There is no Jewish safety in
a society where criticism of militarism is
banned, protest is criminalised, and war
crimes are excused.”

Segal had nothing to say about the 31
August March-for-Australia in Melbourne
which prominently featured known fascist
thugs. “The envoy’s refusal to condemn rising
neo-Nazism reveals her ruse,” Gregoire said.

Gregoire called Segal “a snake oil sales-
person” issuing false proclamations about
religious prejudice and social cohesion, while
genuine examples of Jewish hatred are left
to run wild on the city streets.

“No one denies that antisemitic incidents
and Islamophobic incidents have risen in the
Australia community since October 2023,
however the former incidents are being
weaponised and promoted, while the latter
are being ignored.”

LABOR

At press conferences with Segal and
Malik, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
said he would be giving their reports “proper
consideration.”

“Australians should be able to feel safe
and at home in any community. The target-
ing of Australians based on their religious
beliefs is not only an attack on them, but it’s
an attack on our core values,” Albanese said.

Labor promised at the 2022 federal elec-
tion to introduce religious discrimination
legislation, which would bar discrimination
in public places such as workplaces, schools,
clubs and healthcare facilities.

The government shelved the promised
legislation in 2024, with Albanese citing a
lack of support from the Opposition, when
Peter Dutton was leader.

“It’s a simple principle, one of respect,
but we would need to have that consensus
amongst the major parties in order to do so,”
Albanese said. What a cop out!

Racists and islamophobes in the Coali-
tion will heartily agree with Segal’s divisive
recommendations but not with Malik’s
proposals to promote inclusion and racial
harmony. @&
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Algae bloom
devastation
in South Australia

In a warmer climate, changing conditions are
creating a devastating algae bloom in South
Australia’s coastal waters, one which can
out-compete other species.

This has not been just an isolated pocket of
decline. Thousands of marine creatures from great
white sharks, to leafy sea dragons, even including
dolphins, have washed up dead in the past few months
on metropolitan beaches and along the South Austral-
ian coastline. Harmful algal blooms have long been
known as a threat.

Murray Watt, Federal Environment Minister
says, “No stone will be left unturned to ascertain
the impact of the algae on marine life. Fast tracking
assessments is the right call and shows the government
is listening to the science.” Watt is the minister who
approved Woodside’s North West Shelf extension to
2070, a project which will release 6.1 billion tonnes
of carbon emissions.

The federal government hopes a recently announced
jointly funded $28 million package will be enough
to fix the damage. Parts of the South Australian con-
tinue to be affected by the ongoing micro algae bloom
Karenia mikimotoi.

Maybe at last, Australian politicians are taking
real notice of science instead of burying their heads in
the sand. It is troubling that no measures are readily
available to restrict the spread.

Causes of the algae bloom in South Australia have
been attributed to three key events: flooding along
the Murray River in 2023/24 and excessive run-off
entering the sea, followed by a nutrient rich oceanic
up-swelling, and in September 2024, a “marine heat-
wave” began encouraging bacterial growth.

In March 2025, surfers and beach-goers reported
illnesses after visiting Waitpinga Beach on the Fleurieau

Peninsula. Flu-like symptoms were experienced along
with respiratory complaints and skin rashes. In addi-
tion, brown foam and dead sea creatures were found
on the beach.

Milder, drier weather has done little to dissipate
the bloom, but the appearance of another bacteria,
Noctiluca scintillans, which creates “sea sparkle,”
offers some hope as this bacteria likes to consume the
algae bloom bacteria . However, although computer
modelling at Flinders University predicts an easing
in the bloom over winter, this is offset by a predicted
increase during summer.

At the community level, commercial fishing, tour-
ism and coastal businesses face severe disruption.
Hope currently lies in a socialistic approach from
government through a federal $14 million package
matched by the state, but a national disaster call is
yet to be made. Ecological catastrophes may lack
the dramatic impact of the horrendous bushfires or
calamitous floods that so often form part of the Aus-
tralian scene, but accelerated climate change means
that such events will be more frequent and demand
more comprehensive responses.

Studies show that local fixes alone, such as reduc-
ing fertiliser runoff, are no longer enough. Climate
change action is essential for protection against such
disasters as algal bloom in the long run. Healthy seas
mean healthy communities; ignoring these issues
results in greater risks to our water, wildlife, and
wallets. An immediate commitment is required from
the government and opposition to reduce Australia’s
carbon footprint and investments in renewable energy
as an alternative.

Communist Party of Australia South Australia
[Environment, Health & Safety Unit] &
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‘Grotesque’ Woodside

Jo Dunleavy

September is a defining
and critical month in shap-
ing Australia’s climate and
energy future. Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese left
the Pacific Islands Forum in
the Solomon Island’s capital
Honiara, on the very same
day his Environment Min-
ister Murray Watt handed
down a decision to extend the
life of Woodside’s controver-
sial North West Shelf project
to 2070.

It comes as the government
prepares to release its 2035 climate
plan under the Paris Agreement
and is bidding with Pacific nations
to co-host the COP31 climate
conference.

Greenpeace Australia Pacific
slammed the Albanese govern-
ment’s Woodside approval as a
betrayal of Australian and Pacific
communities facing worsening
climate impacts, and urged the
government to stop favouring fossil

approval

fuel corporations and start protect-
ing the people who voted them in.

The decision brings Woodside’s
dangerous plans to drill for gas at
Scott Reef one step closer to reality,
and recklessly flouts the scientific
consensus that new fossil fuels are
incompatible with limiting global
warming to 1.5°C.

David Ritter, CEO at Green-
peace Australia Pacific, said:
“Woodside’s plans to continue pro-
cessing gas till 2070 and drill for gas
at Scott Reef are grotesque. They
risk the destruction of one of Aus-
tralia’s largest freestanding oceanic
coral reefs, and would contribute
to climate disaster. The approval
erodes the climate credibility of the
Albanese government at a moment
when it is already on thin ice.

“There is no place for new fossil
fuels in the global push to limit
global warming to 1.5°C — our best
bet for securing a safe future for
Australian and Pacific communi-
ties who already face worsening
bushfires, floods, sea level rise,
and cyclones.

“Limiting global heating is
fundamental to securing a safer
future for people, wildlife, and
all that we love. There can’t be a
Jekyll and Hyde approach — the
Albanese government’s ambitious
renewable energy agenda does not
excuse glaring inaction on fossil
fuel expansion.

“We need urgent action to slash
climate pollution. As the Albanese
government prepares its 2035 emis-
sions reduction target, it must heed
the best available science — which
recommends a target of net zero by
2035. Limiting warming to 1.5°C
will also require the government
to deliver a clear, time-bound plan
for a fossil fuel phase-out.”

Vanuatu’s Climate Change
Minister Ralph Regenvanu warned
that the Woodside approval puts
Australia in breach of the July
ruling by the International Court
of Justice that countries could be
held liable for the emissions they
produce. &

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

The Australian

mainstream media
Denis Doherty

Sometime in the late 80’s the Australian mainstream
media adopted the policy of not reporting on peace
rallies or criticisms of the military by citizens. Imagine
my surprise when contacted by the Courier Mail the
Murdoch Brisbane paper and asked if | knew any vic-
tims of Hiroshima living in Brisbane, because “we
were thinking about a local angle about Hiroshima
Day.” | quickly got him some Brisbane contacts, and |
presume there was an article printed. Why can’t more
media look for a local angle?

An exception to the ABC’s policy of ignoring peace
issues was the Foreign Correspondent program of
5 August this year. They dealt with the issue of the
bombing of Japanese civilians in WW2. The pro-
gram was an abominable attempt at dealing with the
issues around the bombing of the two Japanese cit-
ies of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the firebombing of
numerous cities by the US Airforce in 1945. The ABC
should hang its head in shame at the lack of genuine
criticism of human rights abuses by both sides in the
war against Japan. The Japanese interviewed were
elderly and were asking why the Japanese govern-
ment didn’t surrender quicker, but no questions were
asked about why US Airforce Commander Curtis Le
May engaged in carpet bombing of civilians.

Former US Secretary of Defense Robert S McNamara
said: “In order to win a war, should you kill 100,000
people in one night? Proportionality should be the
guideline of war. Killing 50-90 per cent of the people
of 67 Japanese cities and then bombing them with
two nuclear bombs is not proportional. LeMay said if
we'd lost the war we'd all have been prosecuted as
war criminals. And | think he’s right!”

Ukraine War

While Trump’s promise of stopping the war in 24
hours is almost forgotten, the Channel 9 newspa-
pers are hellbent on keeping the war going. The SMH
printed a forlorn looking pair of Ukrainian soldiers on
its front page recently under the headline ‘Ukraine
fears it is being forgotten.” The article then went on
to say that Australia had not donated any military
equipment for over a year. Already many countries in
Europe have exhausted their resources to assist in
this most unnecessary war. President Trump and oth-
ers have indicated that the time’s up for this war and
it is time to make a peace deal. The war is a squab-
ble between countries on the other side of the planet
and has caused massive casualties on both sides of
the conflict. The war has the potential to swing out of
control and quickly develop into a nuclear exchange —
then we are all in trouble.

Resist these types of appeals for more military aid as
it only keeps the war going. What is more, we have
already spent $1.5 billion on it without making a dent
in the problem. Time to pull out and tell the Ukrainians
to make peace and stop pretending that they can win
on the battlefield. Time to tell the Europeans to do
likewise. Time for peace in Ukraine.
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Government drastically limits
Freedom of Information

Creeping authoritarianism contin-
ues in Canberra, as attorney general
Michelle Rowland recently intro-
duced a bill to amend the Freedom
of Information Act 1982 (Cth), which,
if passed, will rein in the capacity to
obtain official government documents
under freedom of information (FOI)
laws, so the content available is dras-
tically limited. This signals a decline
in open government.

Introduced on 3 September 2025, the
Freedom of Information Amendment Bill
2025 will serve to expand exemptions for
the supply of documents related to cabinet,
prohibit the ability to make FOI requests
anonymously, limit the viability of requests
to those that can be undertaken in under 40
hours, as well as introducing the imposition
of a service fee.

FOI permits constituents to scrutinise
the decisions of ministers, via the request of
federal government documents relating to a
particular issue. FOI provides transparen-
cy,and accountability, as well as citizen and
resident participation. Its removal promotes
secretive governance.

Rowland explained in her second reading
speech on the bill that FOI is essential in
“fostering public trust in government,” as it
allows citizens to understand decisions and
to participate “more effectively in Australia’s
civic and democratic processes.” Yet, she then
suggested that due to the onset of “digital
communications,” the volume of requests
has skyrocketed and must be reined in.

But with Labor having promised in
2019 that it would overhaul the much-de-
layed and convoluted FOI system to ensure
that government is not permitted to hide
information from the people, the question
arising is why Anthony Albanese has taken
such an about face, with the most obvious
response being that coupled with his recent
migration reforms, the PM is taking his cue
from Trump.

CURBING THE FLOW
OF INFORMATION

“The administrative impost of process-
ing large and complex requests or treating
vexatious and frivolous requests with the
same procedural rigour, can divert resources
and risks inhibiting agencies from provid-
ing important and essential government
services and delivering on reform priorities
that would benefit all Australians,” Rowland
said in terms of shutting down government
transparency.

Indeed, soon after waxing lyrical about
FOI being essential, the AG dove straight into
a list of reasons why there is an FOI issue,
which includes the 40-year-old system being
inundated with requests due to advances in
technology, while public servants spent up
to a million hours processing requests over
2023-24 to the tune of $86.2 million, a 23
per cent rise on the year prior.

The nation’s chief lawmaker further
suggests that there are large numbers of
vexatious FOI requests being anonymously
made, which the government appears to
consider are being generated by Al bots.
However, the claims that the public has been

messing with the FOI system have not been
substantiated.

The key reforms involve permitting
refusals based on substantial diversion of
resources, refusal to process requests when
considered “vexatious or frivolous,” ending
the ability to make anonymous requests
or those under a pseudonym, as well as
enacting a processing cap of up to 40 hours
work on a request. It also empowers the
Information Commissioner (IC) to knock
back FOI reviews.

In terms of cabinet exemptions, the
current prohibition that cover documents
marked “consideration of the cabinet” will be
extended to incorporate documents marked
“cabinet deliberation or decision,” which cap-
tures a much greater volume of information.
A service fee in respect of requests amounting
to a proposed $30 to $50 is currently being
contemplated on top of regular fees.

“Right now, the FOI framework is stuck in
the 1980s — before the use of email and other
modern technologies became common,” a 3
September Attorney General’s Department
press release. “The current laws are not
working well for anybody — as evidenced by
a doubling of complaints to the OAIC (Office
of the Australian Information Commissioner)
over the past five years.”

RIGHT TO KNOW
REVOKED

“FOI is broken and rather than fixing it,
Labor is seeking to make it more expensive
and even more impenetrable,” said Greens
spokesperson for Justice, Senator David
Shoebridge. “Information requests routinely
take months or years to process, and docu-
ments are then heavily redacted with entire
pages blacked out for questionable reasons.”

“Instead of addressing the fundamental
secrecy problems inside the government,
Labor has instead decided the issue is with
the people trying to access information” he
said. “That says so much about the Albanese
government’s arrogance and contempt for
the public’s right to know.”

The senator added that he has had to
place FOI requests in the past for informa-
tion that likely should have been available
to the public, and after having to request it,
he then had to wait long periods to receive
the material. What’s forthcoming is often
redacted beyond any comprehension. Shoe-
bridge warns that Albanese is closing an
avenue that makes possible the holding of
government to account.

The government is yet to respond to the
Senate inquiry into federal FOI, which handed
down its final report in December 2023. It
found that the system is “dysfunctional and
broken,” that the IC is under-resourced.
Instead of recommending a winding back
of FOI, it called for the broader supply of
resources.

MORPHED PRIME
MINISTER

In December 2019, following having
lost the federal election earlier that year to
the Morrison government, Albanese gave
a prominent speech on the value of having

Photo: Linken Van Zyl — pexels.com (public domain)

an open government and explained how a
federal Labor government would progress
an agenda of broadening this so that there
was a “culture of disclosure,” protection of
whistleblowers and an overhauling of FOL.
“Reform freedom of information laws so
they can’t be flouted by government,” said the
then opposition leader. “The current delays,
obstacles, costs and exemptions make it easier
for the government to hide information from
the public. That is just not right.”
However, since coming to office in 2022,
the Albanese of earlier days in opposition
has gradually shifted toward an authori-
tarian character, and this appears to have
been motivated due to the fallout that’s been
produced by providing unbridled support for
Israel in its commission of genocide in Gaza.
Since late last year, federal Labor has been
increasingly kowtowing to Trump’s influence.
Albanese appointed an antisemitism
envoy in July 2024, who is now attempting
to progress a Zionist agenda to eradicate
support for Palestinians, his ministers have
been at pains to facilitate an ever-increasing

US military presence in the north, he has
recently passed laws that facilitate the mass
deportation of refugees, and he’s now nar-
rowing government transparency.

“We can’t afford censorship, persecution,
insult or condescension,” the old Albanese of
the pre-Trumpian era said, as he envisioned
a more open society, which he’s currently
attempting to close. “Building a better future
for our country starts with a full-blooded
assault on the culture of fear, censorship
and denial that the Morrison government
is trying to foist upon us.”

“It means an end to the now ingrained
habit of shouting people down through the
culture wars,” the then opposition leader
continued in late 2019, prior to changing
his mind as PM. He added that this means
all Australians, “listening harder and really
trying to understand where each other is
coming from.”

The FOI reform bill is now under Senate
committee inquiry until early December.
Paul Gregoire, Sydney Criminal Lawyers
(edited for space) @

Peter Farmer

of dumping when in government).

Goodbye to ‘dump day’?

In Victoria, governments have long made it harder for journalists and community
groups to hold them to account by dumping huge amounts of documents on a sin-
gle day, preferably just before Christmas, making it much more difficult for media
and others to read and respond to reports. In 2022 the state government crashed
its own website by tabling 265 reports just five days before Christmas. This prac-
tice has been criticised by the auditor general and by the opposition (who did a lot

Now it looks to be a thing of the past, thanks to the Victorian Greens. In exchange
for supporting amendments to the Financial Management Act, they put in their own
amendments which mean that annual reports must be published within four sitting
days of a minister receiving them, or 14 days if parliament isn’t sitting. It remains to
be seen if this improves accountability in Victoria.
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A call to form an international, Arab, and
Palestinian alliance against the US-Israeli plan

The Democratic Front’s Department of
UNRWA Affairs presents an action plan
to protect UNRWA

With the continuation of the
genocide committed by the
Israeli occupation against
our people in Gaza and the
West Bank — accompanied by
a fascist policy of starvation,
forced displacement, and eth-
nic cleansing — the campaign
to target UNRWA and its sym-
bolism continues. UNRWA
stands as an international
witness to the existence of the
Palestinian refugee issue and
their right to return to their
homes and properties under
Resolution 194.

What UNRWA is currently
facing is no longer a passing finan-
cial crisis, as in the past, but rather
a carefully crafted political project,
led by the occupation with direct
support from the US administra-
tion. Its aim is to erase the Pales-
tinian refugee question from any
future settlement, strip the Agency
of its political and legal content,
and transform it into a distorted
service-providing body discon-
nected from its founding context.

The threat has grown even
more serious after the release of
the Agency’s strategic review con-
ducted by international expert Ian
Martin, which recommended four
alternative options — all of which
would lead to UNRWA'’s disso-
lution and the elimination of the
refugee issue:

1) Maintaining the status quo
without a fundamental solution,
which would gradually bankrupt
the Agency.

2) Reducing services and trans-
ferring some functions to other
actors, such as the Palestinian
Authority, host countries, or even
alternative organisations, as pre-
viously suggested.

3) Creating an office and
executive board to support the
Commissioner-General.

4) Retaining UNRWA’s role as
custodian of refugee rights while
gradually transferring services to
other parties.

Palestinian authorities and
all those keen on upholding the
rights of Palestinian refugees
have agreed that these options
are illegal, inhumane, and place
UNRWA in an uncertain future.

More dangerously, the recent state-
ments of the Commissioner-General
himself confirmed that he is stud-
ying these four options and may
adopt one of them — particularly
the option of transferring services
to the PA or host countries. This
is a clear declaration of intent to
terminate UNRWA and cancel its
UN mandate.

As the 8oth session of the
United Nations General Assem-
bly approaches on 22 September
2025, there is an urgent need for
international, Arab, and Palestinian
mobilisation to ensure the renewal
of UNRWA’s political and financial
mandate and to defeat all suspicious
schemes that attempt to reduce it
to a hollow service agency devoid
of its political and legal essence.

In this context, we present an
urgent action plan on three levels,
culminating in the formation of an
international, Arab, and Palestinian
alliance to counter the plan to abol-
ish UNRWA and to secure political
and financial protection for it.

First: At the Palestinian
level:

- Unify the Palestinian position
across all political, union, and popu-
lar spectrums in the battle to defend
UNRWA, reject all merger/reduc-
tion schemes and manipulations of
its UN mandate, and work toward
the creation of a national body
specialised in defending UNRWA.

- Reinforce the stance expressed
by the PLO Department of Ref-
ugee Affairs and all segments
of our people rejecting the four
options due to their direct threats
to UNRWA and the right of return.

- Launch an organised popular
movement in and outside the camps
under the slogan: “UNRWA is a
Witness, and the Right of Return
Will Not Fall.”

Second: At the Arab level:

- The PLO Department of Ref-
ugee Affairs, in coordination with
host countries, should call on the
Arab League and the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation to shoulder
their historic, political, and financial
responsibilities toward UNRWA,
considering its support as part of
the battle to defend Palestine.

- The Department of Refugee
Affairs should initiate an urgent

An UNRWA school which turned into a shelter in Deir el-Balah, Gaza Strip.
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meeting of Arab host countries
to coordinate positions, includ-
ing engaging with world powers
to ensure renewal of UNRWA’s
mandate by a large majority, and
to develop a joint action strategy
in defence of the Agency.

- Call on Arab parliaments and
public opinion to engage with deci-
sion-making capitals to strengthen
UNRWA both financially and
politically.

Third: At the international
level:

- Demand that donor countries
maintain their financial commit-
ments and increase contributions
to prevent budget deficits caused
by the US funding cut.

- Form an international polit-
ical, parliamentary, and human
rights coalition in support of
UNRWA and the right of return,

including civil society organisations,
human rights groups, international
parliaments, political parties, and
community frameworks.

- Call on members of the UN
General Assembly in its upcoming
session to renew their political and
financial commitment to UNRWA
under its UN mandate (Resolution
302), recognising it as an indispen-
sable international institution until
return is achieved.

The Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine’s Depart-
ment of UNRWA Affairs affirms
that defending UNRWA is the
first line of defence for the right of
return under UN Resolution 194.
It therefore calls on all Palestinian,
Arab, and international parties to
respond swiftly to this urgent plan
and to treat it as a decisive battle
against liquidation projects and in

defence of the inalienable rights of
Palestinian refugees.

We also call on all Palestinian
frameworks working in defence of
UNRWA and the right of return to
set aside differences and unite in
the defence of the Agency, striving
as much as possible to develop
unified strategies, especially in the
diaspora, and to organise unified
popular mobilisations that send
strong messages to international
actors that refugees are firmly
committed to their right of return
and its political and legal standing,
with UNRWA and its services at
the forefront.

The Department of UNRWA Affairs
Democratic Front for

the Liberation of Palestine

13 September 2025

Dozens fired for Charlie Kirk comments

Dozens of people, including journal-
ists, teachers, and firefighters, have
been fired from their jobs for making
comments considered inappropriate
about the assassination of American
conservative bigotry-promoter Char-
lie Kirk.

One of the most talked-about dismissals
is that of political analyst Matthew Dowd,
who was dismissed from MSNBC after he
suggested that Kirk’s assassination was
motivated by his polarising speech. “Hate-
ful thoughts lead to hateful words, which
in turn lead to hateful actions,” he declared
on television.

Another notable case is that of an agent of
the United States Secret Service, the agency
responsible for protecting the president, who
was fired after expressing on social media
that Kirk “spread hatred and racism” on
his program and that “karma is inevitable.”

The Carolina Panthers, an NFL team, and
Delta Airlines also announced the dismissal
of employees for comments on social media
about Kirk’s death.

A teacher from a Clay County, Florida,
institute was suspended from employment
after alluding on social media to words used
by Kirk in 2023 in which he said that having
“some gun deaths each year” is a price that is

“worth” paying to maintain the right to bear
arms, enshrined in the Second Amendment
of the Constitution.

“g7 years in public education, 'm willing
to take a bullet for my kids. No, I'm not crying
(over Kirk’s death), he chose to sacrifice
himself for the rights that must be protected.
Karma is a bitch,” wrote the fired teacher.

According to local press, a New Orleans
firefighter is being investigated after posting
on social media, and then deleting, a com-
ment in which she described the bullet that
took the life of the conservative activist as
“a gift from God.”

CNN reported that DC Comics cancelled

the newly launched comic series ‘Red Hood’
after the author, Gretchen Felker-Martin,
expressed after the shooting of Kirk: “I hope
the bullet is okay.”

In addition to these dismissals, the State
Department has warned that it will withdraw
or revoke the visas of foreigners who glorify
or mock Kirk’s assassination on social media.

The Undersecretary of State, Christo-
pher Landau, requested through the social
network X the collaboration of his followers
to share with him messages from foreigners
who mock Kirk, with the aim of considering
the revocation of their visas.

Telesur &
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Reviewer: Sebastian Peady

Primitive War is an Australian film
written and directed by Luke Sparke,
and based on the self-published book
series by Ethan Pettus, who also
co-wrote the film. The film opens in
perhaps the most clichéd manner
for a film about the Vietnam war; a
squadron of helicopters flying over
the Vietnamese jungle as “Fortunate
Son” plays. At this point, it feels like
we’re in for a bog-standard Vietnam
war epic along the lines of ‘Platoon’
or ‘Apocalypse now,’ only cheaper.

Things brighten up for the jaded viewer
when the heroes, a group of American sol-
diers called Vulture Squad, are sent into a
mysterious valley in search of several missing
Green Berets. A series of strange findings
leads Vulture Squad to discover that the
soldiers they’re looking for have been killed
and eaten by dinosaurs.

Primitive War certainly falls flat in regard
to story and characters. The members of
Vulture Squad, who we spend most of the
film with, are all rather generic, with little to
distinguish each character from the others

Dino War

that couldn’t be written on a Post-it note.
There is the leader, the young rookie, the
one who complains, and the one with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder. There is also
a squad of minor Soviet characters whose
mission in Vietnam is to be evil and bump
into Vulture Squad once in a while. These
characters sadly only exist as a proxy for the
cold war. Their collective depth of character
could be written on a single Post-It.

In the tradition of more successful Viet-
nam war movies there is only one Vietnamese
character, a North Vietnamese soldier serv-
ing as a reluctant guide for some one-note
soviets. Her big moment is when she screams
ahistorically at the soviets for “turning my
country into a war zone,” something that was
actually the fault of the French, the USA and
(in this flick) the dinosaurs.

At this point dinosaurs in the cinema
would be a relief, never mind the movie.
The creatures are definitely the highlight
of the film, rendered in surprisingly good
CGI considering the film’s incredibly low
$8 million budget. I couldn’t stop smiling
every time a dinosaur was on screen, not
only from the dumb fun of the ridiculous
yet enjoyable premise, but also because I

just love dinosaurs. The design of Primitive
War’s dinosaurs show a surprising commit-
ment to scientific accuracy. I like dinosaur
accuracy almost as I dislike US-centred
cliché-mongering.

This may not be everyone’s pack of pret-
zels, but it was nice to see the Deinonychus
and Utahraptors, larger relatives of the
famous but frequently misrepresented
Velociraptor, with feathers, including tail
fans and ‘wing’ feathers on their arms. Quet-
zalcoatlus, not a dinosaur, but a pterosaur
the size of a small plane, is covered in simple
fur-like feathers, as we now know they were.
This attention to detail is a refreshing and
appreciated change from Jurassic Park’s
bland, grey, and woefully outdated rep-
resentation of dinosaurs, and pterosaurs,
as big, lizardy monsters. If only Primitive
War’s treatment of the Vietnam war had a
fraction of the realism.

Primitive War is definitely a dumb
movie, but it’s dumb fun especially if you
love dinosaurs. One and half red stars for
the film itself, five red stars out of five for
the dinosaurs and pterosaurs. &
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No Power Greater:

A History of Union Action in Australia
by Liam Byrne

Reviewer:Graham Holton

Liam Byrne has written a very readable gen-
eral history of the union movement in Aus-
tralia spanning 200 years. He concentrates on
the human story of unionism; how ordinary
working people organise to make changes.
Workers are central to writing any union his-
tory. Byrne therefore looks at women workers,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander workers,
culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD)
workers, and LGBTIQA+ people. He argues
that unions pursue a “humanising mission”
with dignity, equality and solidarity.

Unions are more than institutions because they
form emotional communities. He provides a much-
needed synthesis of Australian union history that
considers diversity and broad social issues. Unionism
has helped shape society, and its ideas of fairness and
inclusion in society.

Byrne traces the history of unionisation up to the
present. By the 1950s the union movement was dom-
inated by white men in metal working, stevedoring,
and construction industries. In contrast, by 2022 18.7
per cent of union members were “professionals,” com-
pared to 11.9 per cent who were labourers. Unionists
are now most likely to be well-educated with 12 per
cent having a postgraduate degree, with only 8.4 per
cent who have no tertiary qualifications. Fifty-four

per cent of union members are now women, with the
largest union being the Australian Nursing and Mid-
wifery Federation.

Only 5 per cent of workers are aged between twenty
and twenty-four and those aged fifteen and younger it
is only 2 per cent. 21 per cent are aged between sixty
and sixty-four it is 21. These changes are the result of
the economy shifting from mining and construction
industries, and — often overlooked — government poli-
cies restricting union activities. The media has played a
part too in minimising, demonising, or ignoring union
actions and effectiveness — as seen in the Nine media
campaign against the CFMEU.

Changes within the union movement can be seen in
the election in 2017 of Sally McManus as ACTU Secre-
tary. She had led the Australian Services Union (ASU)
campaign for equal pay in the social and community
sector, tackling low wage growth and the problem of
insecure work. McManus said “You’re always going to
need to be able to organise in unions wherever there
is an unequal power relationship between employers
and workers.”

Unions have a strong history of resistance to
oppression, racism and sexism in the work place.
Trade union leadership in Australia are taking back
the fight for improved wages and working conditions.

For anyone interested in labour history, social
justice and social movements, this book provides an
excellent and accessible resource. @&

From Ground Zero
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Reviewer: MM

From Ground Zero presents a collection
of 22 short films, between three to six
minutes long. Together they provide very
varied perspectives on people’s realities
and hopes.

These films were made with external support
and the data transferred for post production
in France — despite the appalling challenges
of trying to survive, let along to make films in
Gaza, since October 2023.

The results are both deeply disturbing and
extraordinarily inspiring.

There are heartrending accounts of people’s
daily struggles to avoid death and destruction
while searching for food and water.

One man explains how he survived three

bombings in just one day. Gazans reflect on
their losses: “Everyone around me is in sorrow,”

a woman reflects.

Small children explain the reasons why their
mothers write their names on their limbs — so
that their body parts can be identified after a

bombing.

But there are also extraordinary stories of
resilience and hope; the woman who says “no”
to stories of tragedy, preferring to make a film

© ® N 2 A&

about music, with songs of hope for the future. Down

The standup comic who performs despite
200 people having just been killed. The little
girls playing and dancing among the rubble.

These films bear witness to the amazing

1. PARADE - China’s was awesome, Trump’s a bit rubbish
FASCISM — Defeated IN 1945, still very defeatable

INDIANS — Group demonised by Liberal Senator

DICTATOR - Something Trump would like to be

CONSPIRACY - Theorists can be silly, but these things do happen
BOSS - What a leader is called when they lead a union

2. ACTION - Say this with Palestine, get in trouble in the UK
3. PRIVATISATION - Selling government assets for short-term gain

talent that still survives in Gaza, despite the 5. INFLUENCE - Albanese frets about China having this in the Pacific

increasingly genocidal attacks.
Moming Star &

8. CLIMATE - Never stops changing, often ignored by government
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Reviewer: Heidi Norman

In the 56 years since eminent
anthropologist WEH Stanner
challenged historians to address
the curious “silence” around the
recent Aboriginal past, an enor-
mous body of research by his-
torians and others working in
the field has transformed the
discipline.

Historian Stephen Gapps’s latest
book, Uprising: War in the Colony
of New South Wales, 1838—1844,
describes a co-ordinated Aboriginal
military front across more than 20
different Aboriginal nations and lan-
guage groups. The front extended for
thousands of kilometres, from Port
Phillip in the south to Moreton Bay
in the north.

Over this extended arc, war raged
for several years from the late 1830s.

This history is revealed through
detailed research of settler archives:
reports, news stories, and survivor
testimony. Gapps establishes that
organised and co-ordinated bands of
warriors waged a successful campaign
across multiple sites, which forced
the soldiers, shepherds and settlers to
retreat. He calls this the “uprising” and
those who waged it “warriors.”

The warriors deployed a range of
tactics to terrorise the invaders, forcing
many to flee their holdings. By the mid
1840s, however, the squatters became
militarised and more accustomed to
the warriors’ style of warfare. The
parliament grew concerned to protect
grazing profits. Gapps notes that the
colonial population had doubled, from
nearly 98,000 in 1838 to 181,556 in
1845. Horse, sheep and cattle num-
bers also exploded. The rush to claim
land beyond the “limits of location”
meant the warriors were increasingly
outnumbered.

As I read Uprising, I thought
about my Aboriginal family. My great-
great-great-grandmother, Mary Anne
Tidswell, was born in 1836, on the
eve of the swarming of her country by
sheep and soldiers and the uprising
of her people. By the time her second
daughter was born in 1864 — my great-
great-grandmother, Emma Dingwell
— a new world had descended on the
occupied plains of north-western New
South Wales.

Gapps’s account differs from these
earlier studies of Aboriginal resistance
primarily because he considers the
uprising in relation to military history.
Rather than treating colonial violence as
the predominant organising dynamic,

Uprising:
War in the Colony of New South Wales, 1838 - 1844
by Stephen Gapps

he focuses on Aboriginal tactics and
strategies, and finds a distinct pattern
of warfare. His innovative interpretation
contests most of the military-focused
histories of resistance.

Scholars have usually insisted that
Indigenous societies, where people are
organised according to responsibilities
to place and have a non-hierarchi-
cal relation to one another, mitigate
against organised military campaigns.
Uprising presents evidence that, in the
period between 1838-44, and beyond
in far western New South Wales, Abo-
riginal groups formed a co-ordinated
resistance.

Rather than a narrative of “mili-
tary weakness” and inability to adapt
traditional tactics to war against the
colonisers, Gapps proposes that 20
different groups “made a defiant stand
against the push into their lands.” He
documents an extensive resistance that
benefited from networks of communi-
cation and shared strategies to repel
the invaders.

He establishes, for example, that
the warriors were using axe heads well
before the invaders arrived. He argues
this is explained by already extensive
networks, which were used to exchange
resources, observations and tactics. He
also establishes that the warriors used
firearms and stockpiled weapons.

Gapps questions accepted accounts
that the use of horses and rifles proved
critical to overwhelming Aboriginal
resistance. Instead, he shows that the
tactics deployed by Aboriginal warriors
were effective along the rivers, creeks
and gullies — conditions that did not
necessarily lend themselves to the style
of war the British were conditioned
to fight.

The warriors’ deep knowledge of
their country supported their military
tactics. They would draw the soldiers
into ravines rather than fighting on open
plains, and they separated larger groups
of soldiers into smaller, more vulnera-
ble groups before setting upon them.

All these accounts are vividly
painted and drawn from archival
sources.

Gapps identifies two leading strate-
gies in the warrior uprising. One was to
destroy the squatters’ property and kill
their stock, denying them thousands of
pounds worth of cattle and sheep. As
Gapps details, some squatters were
“ruined” and “up and left.” Historians
have attributed the squatting bust of the
1840s to drought and over-investment.
Gapps offers a counter-explanation:
the warriors were a significant under-
mining factor.

The other tactic the warriors
deployed was terror. Resistance fight-
ers terrorised the invaders “forcing
convict shepherds to cower in their
hunts, swim rivers and flee for their
lives, refuse to work for their overseer,
destroy their firearms and go insane
in the bush.”

The warriors could number as many
as 1,000 in one camp alone. Not only did
they successfully wage a war of terror;
they sustained their camps and fight-
ers on a diet of the invaders’ livestock.
Soldiers travelling in the warriors’ wake
came upon one camp that was strewn
with the bones of sheep and cattle.

Gapps describes the uprising of
1838-44 as a “highpoint of resistance
to the colonisers.” After this period,
the colonisers deployed new strategies
to overwhelm the resistance. Gapps
reminds us of the terrible consequences
of the deployment of the Queensland
Native Mounted Police, established
in 1849.

Further west, as the moving frontier
and patterns of settlement encoun-
tered the Barkandji people, the Barka
(Darling) river became a war zone.
Warriors burnt down the invaders’
infrastructure and left stockyards in
ruins. Gapps records that, in December
1845, Major Thomas Mitchell saw this
as “humiliating proof that the white
man had given way.”

Gapps’s research is extensive. The
bibliography and references make
up nearly a quarter of the book. The
richness of the archival evidence is
impressive.

The significance of the uprising of
1838-44 has been poorly understood.
Australian military history is still unsure
how to represent the frontier wars.
There are no monuments, plaques or
markers of the uprising, no inclusion
of these conflicts in Australia’s many
war memorials.

There is still much more work to
be done in the field of Aboriginal and
Australian history. Uprising, with its
emphasis on military tactics, provides
a new interpretation of this period of
intense conflict. How it can be repre-
sented in military history, and in the
towns where these events played out,
remains an outstanding work for com-
munities and historians.

Heidi Norman is Professor of Australian
and Aboriginal History, Faculty of Arts,
Design and Architecture, Convenor:
Indigenous Land & Justice Research
Group, UNSW Sydney. This is an
abridged version of an article republished
from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. @
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Tom Lehrer, a belated ‘vale’

FIK

Tom Lehrer died at the age of 97, on
26 July, which is both a good innings
and a while ago for an obituary, but
Lehrer never fitted in with conven-
tional timelines. His peak popularity
as a performer was in the 1960s, but
this reviewer discovered him in the
1980s, long after Lehrer had retired
from music and taken up mathemat-
ics again.

Lehrer wrote and performed funny, catchy
and usually political songs, from inside the
belly of the US beast. He studied at Harvard,
worked at the National Security Agency and
taught at MIT.

His songs were rich in black humour
about the US throwing its’ weight around,
and often poked fun at the USA’s self
image:

First we got the bomb, but that was good
‘cause we like peace and motherhood

and asking, then answering

When someone makes a move
Of which we don’t approve
Who is it that always intervenes?

... send the Marines!

Not exclusively political, he also managed
a funny song about the Table of Elements,
and parodied self-righteous folk singers (“we
all hate poverty, war and injustice/unlike
the rest of you squares”). He also made fun
of plays in which actors talked about being
unable to communicate (“if people can’t
communicate, they could at least shut up”).

When Lehrer toured Australia, one
Guardian contributor remembers plain-
clothes police watching a show to make sure
he didn’t perform “Be prepared,” a not very
smutty song about the Boy Scout movement.
Lehrer made fun of the coppers and sang
his Oedipus Rex song (“he sure loved his
mother”) saying they wouldn’t know what

he was talking about. Maybe they did, maybe
they didn’t, but he wasn’t arrested.

Lehrer had a few explanations for retiring
and going back to teaching. He once said that
policial satire became obsolete when Henry
Kissinger got a Nobel Peace Prize. Asked to
write about US Presidents, he said he felt like
a Pompeian being told to compose amusing
odes about lava.

As the news about Lehrer’s death came
out, I saw that Australian musical comedy
guy Tim Minchin had yet again chided
people who protest against Israeli genocide
for not appreciating how “complicated” the
situation was.

Suddenly I missed Tom Lehrer more. &
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The biggest act of

Guardian

union-busting in history

The Trump administration’s cancel-
ling of collective bargaining rights for
over 1.3 million government workers
is the biggest act of union busting in
US history. It’s a shot across the bow
of the entire labour movement. In fact,
it’s a declaration of open class war on
the entire working class. How else can
the rounding up of migrant workers
and their families, the deployment of
troops in our cities, and the firing of
tens of thousands of federal workers
be described?

For now, their prime targets are the
public sector, civil service and federal worker
unions but make no mistake — workers in
the private sector are next. Let’s be clear: the
attack is going to especially impact workers
of colour and women.

It’s not the first time a US president has
busted unions. Ronald Reagan fired and
broke the strike of the Air Traffic Controllers
(PATCO) in 1981 giving a green-light to pri-
vate sector bosses that they could openly and
aggressively bust our unions, force deep con-
cessions, and impoverish our communities.

But what Reagan did in 1981 pales in
comparison to the open, frontal assault on
our trade union and worker protections that
characterises the Trump administration. It
is now estimated that 84 per cent of public
and civil service workers have lost their
right to collectively bargain due to Trump’s
executive orders.

Reagan’s brazen act of union busting in
the 1980s set the stage for a decades-long
assault on the working class. Its aftermath
resulted in the so-called “free trade” policies
that, along with new technologies, resulted
in more than 60 million workers being
displaced from their jobs in basic industry.
Union density has now plummeted to below
10 per cent as of this year. It’s less than
5 per cent in the private sector where the
overwhelming majority labour.

Workers everywhere should take notice.
This is just the beginning and no section of
our class will be spared. The attack on union
rights inevitably hurts the US public as a
whole and the institutions won through bitter
struggle to provide for its welfare — most
notably the Social Security Administration,
the Veterans Administration, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, the Agricultural
Department, in addition to several others.

At the behest of the big banks, the pres-
ident also crippled several key independent
boards, such as the National Labor Relations
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Board, that adjudicate worker disputes and
unfair labour practices. This makes it that
much harder for workers everywhere to
exercise their organising rights and fight back
against the bosses’ attacks at the workplace.

Importantly, the labour movement is
beginning to respond to the attacks, particu-
larly in cities facing the brunt of the crisis, like
LA and DC. In this regard, May Day around
the country may have been a turning point.
The Labor Day “Workers over Billionaire”
protests continued the fightback.

That said, overall the response is not in
keeping with the degree of the crisis. Some
unions, so far, seem to be “keeping their heads
down” in the hope that MAGA will give them
a pass. In so doing they are in effect giving
the capitalist class more leeway to gut and
destroy the entire trade union movement.

Importantly, some labour leaders are
calling for more militant and aggressive

action. They are also fighting to push the
labor movement further to go on the offensive
against the capitalist class. Calls are gaining
momentum around the country for deeper
and sharper tactics to fight back — ranging
from increased boycotts, strikes, civil diso-
bedience, and the Coalition of Black Trade
Unionists’ call for a national day of union
solidarity to defend our basic rights.

More and more struggle-oriented rank-
and-file and union leadership are fed up with
business-as-usual trade unionism, and are
demanding we start speaking in the only
language the capitalist class understands:
the language of economic power and our
ability to withhold our labour.

This is not to minimise the importance
of the courts. Not at all. But if legal suits are
not accompanied by mass militant protest
they’ll likely fail or be reversed. The big issue
now is how are we going to fight forward?

While not everything is clear one thing is
certain: we need to use all the tools in the
tool box in the fight ahead. Mass public
pressure must be combined with shop floor
organising and bringing as many workers
into the fold as possible.

The Communist Party USA Labor Com-
mission calls on the US working class, the
labour movement, and all our allies to imme-
diately prepare for increased struggle — we
are in an open class war!

Hands off our unions! Defend federal
workers union rights!

No to the military and troops in our cities!

Solidarity with immigrant workers!

Organise the unorganised workers!

Refuse to work for war!

For a militant, national day of action
and march for union/community solidarity!
CPUSA &

On 6 September, a mass rally
and demonstration by trade
unions in the All Workers’
Militant Front (PAME) took
place at the port of Thessalon-
iki. The rally sent a message
that Greece should disengage
from imperialist wars, given
that the port has been turned
into a NATO base.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
K Mitsotakis was speaking at the
Thessaloniki International Fair
(TIF), reaffirming his commitment
to the EU’s anti-people directives,
its budgetary discipline and the
repayment of the national debt.
He promised the working class ‘tax
breaks’ and ‘benefits,” which offer
only minimal compensation for the
heavy and unfair direct and indirect
taxes imposed on them. The prime
minister also announced benefits
and ‘reforms’ for business groups,

Greece fights back against
13-hour work day, NATO

particularly those preparing to get
their hands on the funds of the war
economy and armaments. For the
people, all this means things will
get worse.

Workers, farmers, the self-em-
ployed, young people and women
responded decisively to the gov-
ernment’s anti-people policy by
highlighting the militant struggle
against policies that sacrifice the
people’s lives and setting the tone
for a decisive escalation. The trade
unions are preparing to organise
a strike by the end of September,
against modern-day slavery, i.e.
the monstrosity of 13-hour working
day introduced by the government.

With the goal set at the meet-
ing held by the trade unions on 26
August to be the largest mobilisa-
tion at the Thessaloniki Interna-
tional Trade Fair in recent years,
this was achieved.

Slogans such as “Sectoral labour
contracts, wage increases: this is the
workers’ response,” “7-hour, 5-day
working week: wage increases,
against the profits of the bosses,”
and “The 13-hour working day
will not be implemented; it will be
overturned through the workers’
organisation and struggle” could be
heard echoing through the streets
of the city.

The workers and their unions
demanded that the government
withdraw the anti-worker atrocity
of the 13-hour working day and
conveyed their demands for stable
jobs with rights, a 7-hour, 5-day
working week for all, increases in
wages and pensions, etc.

There was a massive turnout
of small and self-employed crafts-
people and tradies, who are being
crushed as it is difficult to compete
with large companies.

They were joined by farmers
and livestock breeders, who are
preparing a new round of protests
over the acute and worsening prob-
lems they face.

University students, who are
affected by severe problems due
to underfunding and commerciali-
sation, also militantly participated
in the demonstration, demanding
modern and free education.

They were joined by secondary
students, who demand schools that
educate rather than exhaust them,
with modern infrastructure and no
shortage of teachers.

Dimitris Koutsoumbas,General
Secretary of the Central Committee
of the KKE (Communist Party of
Greece), participated in the trade
union rally in Thessaloniki. In a
statement to the media, he said:

“We reject the government’s
mockery and anti-popular

measures. We reject false prom-
ises, messiahs and the various
other opposition parties within
the system.

“We have confidence only in the
people’s inexhaustible forces and in
our struggle to overturn the entire
anti-popular policy, this decayed
state, and their corrupt system.

“We respond to the govern-
ment’s long-term anti-popular
measures, the most recent of
which is the 13-hour workday for
modern-day slaves. We respond
with an intensification of the class
struggle, with a long-term class
struggle, with an anti-capitalist
and anti-monopoly alliance led by
PAME and the KKE.”

KKE &
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CPA greetings to
the Communist
Party of India’s
25th Congress

Doraisamy Raja

General Secretary
Communist Party of India
E: cpiofindia@gmail.com

Dear comrade,

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) sends
our warmest greetings to the Communist Party
of India (CPI) for your 25th Congress in Chandi-
garh, Punjab, from 21 to 25 September.

We salute you in your struggle for working-class
economic democracy, voter’s rights, secular society and
scientific socialism in India.

It is clear that the class struggle in India is entering
a heightened stage, with farmers and agricultural work-
ers, women and youth playing a prominent role in mass
organisation. We acknowledge the leading role of the
CPI in unifying progressive and working-class forces and
coordinating the struggle against capitalist ruling-class
power in your country.

A point of intersection between our two parties is
the anti-war and anti-imperialist drive. Working-class
movements in the Global South are playing a crucial
role in resisting the brutal US-Israeli genocide in Pal-
estine. We must unite in resisting the United States
and Western powers and their heightened aggression
around the world, in Latin America, Asia, Africa, the
Subcontinent, and especially against countries that are
pursuing socialist construction.

We wish you grand success in your Congress. May
it further unify your Party and advance the cause of the
liberation of the working class in India and the relentless
struggle against colonialism, fascism and imperialism.

We sincerely hope there will be more opportunities
for exchanges between our parties into the future.

Long live the Communist Party of India!

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Communist Party of Australia, CPA
International Department

17th September 2025

Help us cancel

the Indo Pacific Expo
To be held in Darling Harbour

November 4-6

The fact that Israel is committing genocide in relation to Gaza has been confirmed
by many prestigious organisations and experts. The companies that are making
huge profits on the bodies of the innocent men, women and children of Gaza have
been named by Francesca Albanese the UN rapporteur for Palestine.

These companies are: Elbit Systems, Lockheed Martin
(F35's), Leonardo S.p.A, Israel Aerospace Industries (IAl),
Boeing, BAE systems, Northrop Grumman (the list is not
complete).

These companies are invited to the Indo Pacific Expo — a
display subsidised and sponsored by the NSW and Federal
Governments!

Use QR code

Global Briefs

EU: Trump has lobbied for EU, G7, and NATO countries to
impose 100% tariffs on China. Originally also targeted at
India, Trump’s new round of tariffs are part of a call to boy-
cott Russian oil. The move also marks an attempt to pres-
sure China into intervening in the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict, as Trump believes China has “strong control, and
even grip,” over Russia. The calls come as Poland has
escalated its calls for NATO action against Russia, and the
Netherlands has deployed F-35 fighter jets to the region.
Russia has denied that its drones were involved in an incur-
sion across the Polish border and has criticised EU and
NATO leaders for refusing to join discussions regarding the
claims.

DPRK: A New York Times report has revealed that US Navy
SEALs murdered multiple North Korean fisherman during a
failed mission to plant listening devices during negotiations
between Washington and Pyongyang in 2019. The bodies
of the civilian victims were reportedly taken into the sea by
the SEAL crew to hide them from DPRK authorities, with
one account stating that the fishermen’s lungs were punc-
tured to ensure they would sink. The New York Times has
said that among its sources were “civilian government offi-
cials, members of the first Trump administration, and cur-
rent and former military personnel.” Trump has denied any
knowledge of the operation, despite the sources saying he
had given the final go-ahead.

UK: A Banksy mural painted on the side of the Royal Courts
of Justice in London has been scrubbed by authorities three
days after installation. The mural depicted a judge beating a
prone protester with his gavel, the protester’'s own blood the
only message on his otherwise blank placard. Soon after its
discovery, the site was boarded up. However members of
the British public continued to peek behind the black plas-
tic sheets to see the work. The Metropolitan Police later
labelled the work a piece of “criminal damage.” A silhouette
of the mural remains on the wall after its attempted remov-
al. The work has been considered a statement against the
UK’s escalating crackdown on Palestine protests as hun-
dreds continue to be arrested for taking a stand against the
genocide and against the proscription of Palestine Action as
a terrorist group.

US: A rally in California honouring the death of right-wing
internet personality Charlie Kirk led a chant calling “white
man, fight back.” The rally represents just one example of
right-wing and liberal forces in the US, as well as media,
utilising Kirk’'s shooting to push far-right propaganda.
Republican congresswoman Nancy Mace went from call-
ing for a return of “the death penalty” to saying that “Charlie
Kirk would want us to pray for such an evil, and lost individ-
ual” after it was revealed that the primary suspect is white.
US media also intentionally spread false information blam-
ing the shooting on transgender people. Alongside calls for
the elimination of “transgenderism,” institutions such as his-
torically Black colleges have faced bomb threats.

Israel: In just three days, Israel conducted military strikes
against six countries. Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Tunisia,
Qatar, and Yemen have all been attacked. The attack on
Qatar came during ceasefire negotiations. Despite having
signed a ceasefire agreement with Lebanon in November
2024, Israel has attacked the country on an almost dai-
ly basis, while also continuing to illegally occupy multiple
border outposts. Attacks on Syria also occur regularly, as
Israel continues to escalate its occupation of Syrian territo-
ry. Israeli drones reportedly attacked the main ship of the
Sumud Flotilla while it was docked in Tunisia, followed by
another drone strike on another ship. Israeli attacks on
Yemen have continued since the murder of Yemen’s prime
minister and other top officials. Israel has also continued to
escalate its attack on Gaza City.
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Nepal’s Gen-Z uprising
jobs, dignity - and a broken
development model

Atul Chandra, Pramesh Pokharel

Kathmandu is on edge not because of social
media apps but because a generation raised
on the promise of democracy and mobility
has collided with an economy and political
order that keep shutting every door. The
government ordered 26 major social-me-
dia platforms to register locally and began
blocking those deemed non-compliant,
including Facebook, YouTube, Instagram,
WhatsApp, X, and others. Crowds surged
toward Parliament. Police deployed tear
gas, rubber bullets and, in several places,
live fire. By late 9 September, at least 19 peo-
ple were killed and well over 300 injured.
Under pressure, the government lifted the
social-media ban and Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli resigned.

The spark was the ban. The fuel was political
economy.

It is tempting — especially from afar — to narrate
this as a clash over digital freedoms. That would be
only partly true. For Gen-Z Nepalis, platforms are
not just entertainment; they are job boards, news
wires, organising tools, and social lifelines. Shutting
them off — after years of economic drift — felt like
collective punishment. The deeper story is structural:
Nepal’s growth has been stabilised by remittances
rather than transformed by domestic investment
capable of producing dignified work. In FY 2024/25,
the Department of Foreign Employment issued
839,266 exit labor permits — staggering out-mi-
gration for a country of ~30 million. Remittances
hovered around 33% of GDP in 2024, one of the
highest ratios worldwide. These numbers speak to
survival, not social progress; they are a referendum
on a model that exports its youth to low-wage con-
tracts while importing basics, and that depends on
patronage rather than productivity.

That is why the ban detonated so quickly. With
youth under- and un-employment already high at
20.82% , ministerial churn the norm, and corrup-
tion scandals always in the air, attempts to police
the digital commons looked less like “order” and
more like humiliation. The movement’s form — fast,
horizontal, cross-class — echoed Bangladesh’s stu-
dent-led mobilisations and Sri Lanka’s Aragalaya:
school and college students in uniform, unemployed
graduates, gig and informal workers, and a broader,
disillusioned public converged around a shared ver-
dict on misrule.

CASUALTIES, CURFEWS, AND
CLIMB-DOWN

The event’s sequence is unambiguous. An expan-
sive registration order and blocking decision ignited
protests. Security forces responded with escalating
force. By Monday night, 19 were dead and hundreds
injured. Curfews and assembly bans spread, the Home
Minister quit, and an emergency cabinet huddle
withdrew the ban. By Tuesday, Oli had resigned.

Importantly, the grievance was never only digital.
Protest signs and chants centred on corruption, elite
impunity, and the absence of a credible development
horizon. Amnesty International demanded an inde-
pendent probe into possible unlawful use of lethal
force — another reason the uprising hardened from
a platform quarrel into a legitimacy crisis.

MIGRATION:
THE SILENT PLEBISCITE

If one metric explains the generational mood, it
is Exit labor permits. The 839,266 exit labor permits
issued in FY 2024/25 (up sharply from the previous
year) translate into thousands leaving every day at
the peak. These are not tourists; they are the very
cohort now on the streets. Their remittances — ~33%
of GDP — keep households afloat and the import bill
paid, but they also mask a lack of structural trans-
formation in the domestic economy. In a system
that cannot absorb its educated youth into stable,
value-adding work, the public square — online and
offline — becomes the one place where dignity can be
asserted. Trying to close that square amid scarcity
was bound to provoke an explosion.

SELF-INFLICTED WOUND

Following Nepal’s four-year IMF Extended
Credit Facility (ECF) program, the government faced
pressure to boost domestic revenue. This led to a
new Digital Services Tax and stricter Value Added
Tax (VAT) rules for foreign e-service providers,
but when major platforms refused to register, the
state escalated by blocking them. This move, which
began as a tax enforcement effort, quickly became a
tool of digital control, and it occurred as the public
was already dealing with rising fuel costs and eco-
nomic hardships driven by the program’s push for
fiscal consolidation. The government’s platform
ban became the final trigger for widespread pro-
tests against corruption, joblessness, and a lack of
opportunities, highlighting that the unrest was less
about a “colour revolution” and more about material
grievances fueled by austerity measures.

That the crackdown and its political finale
unfolded under a CPN (UML) prime minister makes
this a strategic calamity for Nepal’s left. Years of
factional splits, opportunistic coalitions, and policy
drift had already eroded credibility among the young.
When a left-branded government narrows civic space
instead of widening material opportunity, it cedes
the moral terrain to actors who thrive on anti-party
cynicism — individual-cult politics and a resurgent
monarchist right. The latter has mobilised visibly
this year; with Oli’s resignation, it will seek to por-
tray itself as the guarantor of “order,” even as its
economic vision remains thin and regressive. This is
the danger: the very forces most hostile to egalitarian
transformation can capitalise on left misgovernance
to expand their footprint.

From an anti-imperialist vantage the crisis is
textbook dependency without development. Remit-
tances smooth consumption but entrench external
dependence; donor-driven governance tweaks
rarely become employment-first industrial policy;
and procurement-heavy public spending feeds rent
circuits more than productive capacity. In such an
order, the state is tempted to police visibility rather
than transform conditions. That is why an attempt
to regulate platforms by switching them off — rather
than by ensuring due process — was read as an effort
to manage dissent, not to solve problems.

OPPOSITION SIGNALS

Opposition statements recognised the larger
canvas sooner than the government did. Pushpa
Kamal Dahal (Prachanda) expressed condolences,
urged action on anti-corruption demands, and called
for removing “sanctions on social networks.” The
CPN (Unified Socialist) and CPN (Maoist Center)
statements condemned the repression, demanded
an impartial investigation, and linked digital curbs
to failures on jobs and governance. These reactions
matter because they show that even within main-
stream politics there is acknowledgment that the
crisis is about livelihoods and legitimacy, not merely
law-and-order.

These signals also reveal the predicament of the
left: if its leading figures can only react to a youth
uprising rather than anticipate the development
horizon that would have prevented it, then the arena
will be dominated by anti-establishment and royalist
currents claiming to deliver order faster — even at
the cost of democratic space.

THE BOTTOM LINE

These protests in Nepal began because a gov-
ernment tried to regulate by switching off the public
square. They exploded because that square is where
a precarious generation looks for work, community
and voice in the absence of opportunity at home. A
complete accounting must therefore record both the
human toll — 19 dead and hundreds injured — and
the structural toll: hundreds of thousands com-
pelled to leave each year and remittances that prop
up consumption while postponing transformation.
With Oli’s resignation and the ban withdrawn, the
immediate confrontation may ebb, but the verdict
delivered by Gen-Z will not. Until Nepal replaces
remittance complacency and coalition arithmetic with
an employment-first development model, the streets
will remain the most credible arena of accountability.
Tricontinental (edited for space) @

Foreign influence and
the ‘discord vote’

Jamie

Non-profit organisation Hami Nepal had been organising
through a discord server before the protests began and were
using their server to heavily moderate and censor dialogue
regarding the interim PM elections. In the end, only 7,713
people voted on this interim PM, with Sushila Karki beat-
ing out Harka Sampang (the owner of Hami Nepal), Sagar
Dhakal (a populist with no actual policy ideas), Mahabir Pun
(A self-described “entrepreneur”) and literally a ‘Random
Nepali’. The ‘elections’ offered zero space for any leftists
or left-wing dialogue or representatives. Sushila Karki, the
former chief of Justice of Nepal, will lead the nation until
March of 2026 when the next general election has been
scheduled. Karki may be the one running the country now,
but she very likely will not be after the election of 2026.

Notably among all of the “Nepo-babies” and “corrupt politicians,”
nearly all of the accused have been communist party members, despite
the fact that people like Rabi Lamichhane who is currently accused of
corruption has hardly been mentioned in these calls against corrup-
tion. There’s an air of anger being intentionally directed at people who,
while they may be guilty, are clearly not the source of these issues, and
are not the greatest benefactors of corruption in Nepal’s government.

One of the groups pushing these narratives is Hami Nepal, who
have had a lot of control over the direction of the non-violent side of
the protests especially in determining who holds the PM seat leading
up to the general election. They have publicly disclosed the groups
that support them. Among a collection of many US multi-billion,
multinational companies are also groups like “Students for a Free
Tibet” which is a known National Endowment for Democracy-funded
group specifically funded by the US to boost soft power in the region.

It is probably no coincidence that days before the Nepo-baby trend
even started, former-PM KP Sharma Oli was visiting China to attend
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit looking to deepen
ties with China. To what degree the US is involved is truly hard to
gauge. They are not the sole reason for these protests, but the US and
its front groups are definitely part of what has happened.

The future of Nepal is not determined, there is potential for so
much more here, but the current left-wing parties of Nepal are not
leading the movement, and without their leadership, the movement
will always be susceptible to foreign involvement. &
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French unions step
up pressure on
Prime Minister

French labour unions have vowed to ramp
up pressure on new Prime Minister Sebast-
ien Lecornu with a day of protests, aimed at
influencing the drafting of the 2026 budget,
for which they are demanding radical changes.

Binet warned that protests will continue “as long as
there is no response” to union demands. The leader of
France’s second-largest union said the budget debate
“will not take place only in the National Assembly,
but also in the streets.”

Lecornu, who has served in every government
under President Emmanuel Macron since 2017, now
faces the task of preparing the 2026 budget after the
failure of his predecessor, Francois Bayrou. Bayrou’s
government collapsed 8 September after losing a
confidence vote in the National Assembly over his
proposed budget, which called for roughly 44 billion
euros in deficit reductions by 2026.

Lecornu has ruled out one of the most controversial
measures in that plan: eliminating two public holidays.
Binet said that decision does not mean abandoning
“anything from the museum of horrors that Emmanuel
Macron had planned in his budget project.”

She also said what the French are demanding is “the
repeal of the pension reform,” a deeply controversial

measure adopted in 2023 without a parliamentary vote
that raised the minimum retirement age from 62 to 64.

The meeting with Binet was Lecornu’s second
major encounter with unions, after he met Friday
with Marilyse Leon, general secretary of the French
Democratic Confederation of Labor (CFDT), the
country’s largest union.

The Party Socialist (PS) is seen as Lecornu’s best
hope to broaden the parliamentary base needed to
pass the budget.

On Monday, PS First Secretary Olivier Faure said
the prime minister would have to choose between
the demands of the left and those of the right and
business groups.

“People are calling for social justice, fiscal justice,
launching the ecological transition, ensuring that
those who live badly can live better, and for now we
are far from that,” he said.

The Socialists’ flagship proposal is the so-called
“Zucman tax,” a 2% levy on individuals with assets
over 100 million euros whose current taxation falls
below that threshold. The measure would affect fewer
than 2,000 taxpayers in France.

Telesur @&
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US denies United Nations
delegates visas

Peter Farmer

The Palestinian Presidency
has expressed deep regret
and astonishment at the deci-
sion of the US Department
of State not to grant visas to
the Palestinian delegation
scheduled to participate in
the upcoming United Nations
General Assembly meetings in
September.

The Presidency stressed that
this decision stands in clear con-
tradiction to international law and
the United Nations Headquarters
Agreement, particularly since the
State of Palestine is an observer
member of the United Nations.

The Presidency called on the
US administration to reconsider

and reverse its decision, reaffirm-
ing Palestine’s full commitment to
international law, UN resolutions,
and all obligations toward peace, as
conveyed in President Mahmoud
Abbas’s letters to world leaders,
including US President Donald
Trump.

The Arab Islamic Ministerial
Committee on Gaza also expressed
deep regret at the US decision.

The Committee called upon the
US Administration to reconsider
and reverse this decision, stressing
the importance of respecting obli-
gations under the United Nations
Headquarters Agreement, providing
an opportunity for dialogue and
diplomacy, and building upon the
positive positions of the Palestinian
National Authority and its steadfast

commitment to the strategic choice
of peace.

The Committee also emphasised
the need to support the Palestinian
National Authority and His Excel-
lency President Mahmoud Abbas in
advancing the government’s reform
program and the commitments he
reaffirmed to world leaders in sup-
port of the peace and in confronting
violence, extremism, and terrorism,
during the current difficult circum-
stance of unprecedented escalation
against the Palestinian people.

It warned that weakening the
Palestinian Authority will under-
mine peace efforts in the face of
escalation, the spread of violence
and continuation of the conflict. &
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Gendered Islamophobia

The Albanese government last year appointed Aftab Malik as an
envoy to counter Islamophobia. In his report tabled this month,
Malik says Muslim women who wear hijabs are subject to par-
ticularly horrific abuse given their visible religious identification.
“[They] have had their hijabs pulled and ripped off. They have
been subjected to foul, disgusting and degrading behaviour.”

The report said the incidences of Islamophobia “necessitate
urgent government intervention.” It found that Muslim women
comprised the majority of targets of reported incidents of every-
day Islamophobia. Malik outlined assaults including being spat
at, and being choked and punched.

Islamophobia Register Australia’s (IRA) Islamophobia in
Australia report 2023-24 found that Muslim women and girls
were the most common victim of all types of attacks (including
physical attacks) in nearly all settings, and that males are the
most common perpetrators of these attacks. Three quarters of
in-person Islamophobia is directed at females.

The IRA was founded on 17 September 2014 in response to
growing anecdotal evidence suggesting a rise in incidents of
Islamophobia.

Muslim women reported more than three times the number of
Islamophobic incidents at workplaces than men. This is even
more significant considering Muslim women are under-em-
ployed compared to Muslim men, and thus the number of
Islamophobic incidents reported about Muslim women is dispro-
portionate to their numbers in the workplace.

The following are several quotes from the incidences reported
to the IRA:

1. “I was walking into my local pool. A man intentionally crossed
the road towards me so he could approach me and said, “You
are going to die, you are going to die, all Muslims are going to
die. | can’t wait for you to die. You are going to get killed and it
will be great.” | was shaking. He walked ahead of me and contin-
ued to repeat it and turning around and laughing.”

2. “| was sitting in the food court in a shopping centre with my 5
kids when an unknown lady came from the back of my head and
yelled out ‘F*** Muslims’ and punched me in the head, knocking
me out in front of my kids. | did make a police report and was
admitted to hospital, where a CT scan showed my nose was
broken ... Myself and my kids are seeing a psychologist for the
trauma as my kids are very much traumatised. We don't leave
the house unless it's necessary as we have a fear that it will
happen again.”

3. “A girl came up to my friend and said, ‘Can | pat your dog?’
referring to her toddler in the pram. Then she said to her, ‘Go
back to your country, and tried to pull off my friend’s hijab
repeatedly. She also punched her in the face numerous times,
while other teenagers filmed the incident on their mobile
phones.” Her friend was later hospitalised.

4. “My mind is on high alert (fight/flight response is constantly
switched on) — fear of wearing a hijab and getting verbally and/
or physically harassed or assaulted.”

The report makes a number of recommendations to address the
gendered Islamophobia including:

+ Train police, social workers, and legal professionals to recog-
nise Islamophobic attacks as potentially gendered violence.

+ State and federal public awareness campaigns that challenge
stereotypes about Muslim women and highlight the gendered
nature of Islamophobic violence.

» Anti-gender-based violence organisations to work with the
IRA to incorporate Islamophobia into their advocacy and sup-
port frameworks.

+ Ensure that Muslim women’s voices are included in main-
stream gender-based violence discussions. Governments
commit to start regularly consulting Muslim women’s organi-
sations and leaders about their needs and suggestions.

+ Targeted funding and support for Muslim women'’s organisa-
tion, particularly those that focus on Islamophobia.
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Ramzy Baroud

We only need to examine the
actions and rhetoric of the
Israeli government to fully
appreciate the profound sig-
nificance of the solidarity flo-
tillas bound for Gaza. As the
latest and most significant
of these efforts, the Global
Solidarity Flotilla, sets sail,
Israel’s hostile discourse has
intensified, articulated most
forcefully by National Secu-
rity Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir.

The extremist minister has
ominously declared that all the
volunteers on board the flotilla
are “terrorists,” vowing that they
will be treated as such. To grasp
the chilling meaning of treating
non-violent activists as terrorists,
one must consider a recent inves-
tigation by a British newspaper.

The report revealed that all of
the 6,000 Palestinians detained in
Gaza during the first 19 months
of the genocide were held under
a law that classifies them as
“unlawful combatants,” thus
terrorists, allowing for indefinite
imprisonment.

In fact the vast majority of those
incarcerated by Israel are, civil-
ians, including medical workers,
teachers, journalists, civil servants,
and children. The fact that Israel
would extend this same draconian
definition to international activ-
ists, whose declared mission is to
break the siege on Gaza, power-
fully underscores the political and

More than a boat

strategic value of these missions in
Israel’s eyes.

Israel’s deep-seated fear of
civil society involvement in its
military occupation and war on the
Palestinian people is not a recent
development. The ongoing genocide
has highlighted the utter failure of
the international legal and politi-
cal system and, in turn, the rising
importance of civil society.

When the first solidarity boat,
sent by the Free Gaza Movement,
reached Gaza in 2008, Israel was
incensed. The activists served as
crucial ambassadors, educating
their communities about the Israeli
siege on the Strip.

Tel Aviv’s response to the 2010
Gaza Freedom Flotilla, which
included the MV Mavi Marmara,
was lethal. Israeli commandos
killed ten activists, sending a
stern message that Israel would
not tolerate any interference, even
from well-known and respected
Western-based charities, in its war
against the Palestinians.

Since then, treating activists
as criminals has become standard
operating procedure, bolstered
by the fact that not a single Israeli
has ever been held accountable for
the outrageous violence against
civilians. This, however, has not
deterred solidarity activists, who
have attempted to sail again and
again — in 2011, 2015, and 2018.

The missions became less fre-
quent, not due to a lack of interest,
but rather because some European
countries, in co-ordination with

Israel, did everything in their
power to prevent the activists from
setting sail.

This dynamic has shifted dra-
matically with the current genocide.
Solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza
has surged and now dominates
many European societies, eventu-
ally winning the support of various
governments, including Spain, from
which the latest Global Solidarity
Flotilla has embarked.

Starting from Barcelona, the
boats are to be joined by others
along the way. They will collec-
tively carry vital supplies to Gaza,
knowing full well that their chances
of being intercepted and seized,
along with their life-saving cargo,
are far higher than their chances
of reaching the besieged coastal
Gaza Strip.

This stark reality has been
reinforced by recent events. The
Conscience flotilla, for instance,
was targeted by drones off the coast
of Malta last May. Meanwhile, the
Madleen and Handala were seized
and confiscated in June and July.

Prior to the targeting of the
Madleen, Defence Minister Israel
Katz described Greta Thunberg, the
renowned international activist who
joined the flotilla, as “anti-Semitic.”
He issued a warning: “You’d better
turn back ... because you will not
reach Gaza. Israel will act against
any attempt to break the blockade
or to assist terrorist organisations.”

This fury echoes the angry lan-
guage and violent actions consist-
ently used by Israeli governments
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The Madleen before departure. Photo: Tan Safi/Freedom Flotilla Coalition

against anyone or any entity that
dares to challenge the Israeli siege
on Gaza. But why such fury? These
seemingly small, underfunded ini-
tiatives are, on their own, hardly
enough to break the Gaza siege or
to feed the two million people who
are experiencing both a genocide
and famine.

Israel is fully aware of the
potent effectiveness of civil soci-
ety action in the case of Palestine.
In fact, most of the advocacy for
Palestinian rights globally comes
from civil society at large.

This includes a wide range of
actions: political advocacy that
lobbies governments, legal advo-
cacy that holds states accountable
to international law, economic
pressure through divestment and
boycott initiatives, cultural and
academic boycotts, and massive
grassroots mobilisation.

The solidarity flotillas are there-
fore a powerful expression of how

far civil society is willing to go to
do the work that should have been
the responsibility of governments
and international institutions.
Ben-Gvir’s explicit threat to treat
activists as “terrorists” is a direct
reflection of Israeli fears and, para-
doxically, a powerful acknowledge-
ment of the international solidarity
movement’s growing influence.
While it is ultimately the Pales-
tinian people, their sumud (stead-
fastness), and resilience that will
defeat the Israeli stratagem, one
must not underestimate the criti-
cal role of international solidarity.
The freedom flotillas are not
isolated acts to be judged based on
their ability to reach Gaza. Instead,
they are a vital piece of an intricate
global process that will ultimately
lead to Israel’s profound isolation
on the international stage — a pro-
cess that has already begun with
considerable success.
Morning Star &

International unions:
end genocide in Gaza

Cameron Harrison

To address the escalating humani-
tarian crisis in Gaza, the World Fed-
eration of Trade Unions (WFTU) has
initiated a “Global Week of Action” for
workers around the world to stand in
solidarity with the Palestinian people.
“The working class will not remain
silent in the face of these atrocities,”
the WFTU said. “The heroic Pales-
tinian people are not alone in their
struggle.”

From September 15-22, the labour fed-
eration called on its affiliated unions and
the international working class to increase
workplace action through solidarity demon-
strations, blocking arms shipments to Israel,
boycott and divestment campaigns, and
assisting humanitarian aid mobilisations
like the Gaza Freedom Flotillas.

In its statement promoting the action,
the WFTU accused the Israeli government of
using hunger as a weapon of war and expand-
ing its “terrorist activities in the West Bank.”

These actions, the federation asserted, “are in
clear conflict with every notion of humanity
and respect for human life.”

They noted that, despite international
outrage, the Israeli aggression “not only
continues unabated but is escalating.” This
continuous aggression is fuelled by the “cyn-
icism and provocativeness” of the Israeli
state, they said.

To make matters worse for the Pales-
tinian people, now facing famine, Israeli
settler forces plan to launch a “full-scale
operation” in order to occupy the entire Gaza
Strip. The WFTU characterised these plans
plainly as “yet another crime to be added to
the long list of crimes against humanity” by
the Israeli state.

The federation placed direct blame for
the escalation on the “tolerance and uncon-
ditional support of the US and its allies in
the EU and NATO.” It argued that, despite
recent rhetorical shifts from some coun-
tries, they have “consistently supported the
aggression and expansionism of the Israeli
state in every way possible.”

The statement also condemned the revival
of “Trump’s plan” to forcibly displace the
people of Gaza and seize their land and homes
for Israeli expansionism. Reports from the
Washington Post and later by Zo Haderekh,
the newspaper of the Communist Party of
Israel, detail a US-Israeli initiative to hand
Gaza over to private real estate developers.

“US and Israeli investors would be the
central players, with the United Arab Emir-
ates playing the role of key Arab partner. This
is the current political future for Palestine
being jointly pursued by the Trump admin-
istration and the Netanyahu government,”
said Zo Haderekh.

Their plan aims to build a “Middle East
Riviera” over the homes and lands of expelled
Palestinians. It represents the latest gruesome
example of the ethnic cleansing and exploita-
tion underpinning the fascistic assault on the
Palestinian people. “The supreme principle,”
Zo Haderekh said, “is profit.”

The WFTU’s “Global Week of Action”
draws inspiration from the successful work-
er-led actions across Europe since the start

of the war. As previously reported by Peo-
ple’s World, European dockworkers have
already taken decisive steps to block arms
shipments to Israel.

Earlier this month, dockworker unions in
Italy, represented by the Unione Sindacale
di Base (USB), pledged to blockade ports
to stop the transfer of weapons and protect
humanitarian aid ships destined for Gaza.

“Our struggle will not end until the Pal-
estinian people are free and living in peace,”
they said.

The WFTU reiterated its long-time
demands for an immediate end to Israel’s
military action in Gaza and the West Bank,
an end to the blockade, and to allow unfet-
tered humanitarian aid.

More than 65,000 Palestinians have been
killed and over 150,000 injured since the start
of the war. The overwhelming majority are
women and children. The current genocide
in Gaza is a continuation of the 76-year-long
war by Israel on the Palestinian people.
People's World &
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