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Israel has continued to launch attacks 
across Lebanon and Syria, while con-
tinuing to violently expand illegal set-
tlements in the occupied West Bank. 
More than 700,000 Zionist settlers live 
in 150 settlements and 128 outposts – 
both illegal under international law 
– across the West Bank and in East 
Jerusalem.

There can be no lasting peace and sta-
bility if Israel continues its occupation and 
subjugation of Palestinians or if the Pales-
tinian people are not guaranteed control 
over their territory.

Australia could – and should – show 
leadership by expelling Israeli diplomats, 
putting a halt to funding weapons companies 
such as Elbit, and ending all trade with Israel.

According to official Palestinian figures, 
more than 1,000 Palestinians in the West 
Bank have been killed by settlers and Israeli 
army soldiers, and over 20,000 Palestinians 
have been arrested, in the past two years.

UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
said a permanent ceasefire must be secured. 
“The bloodshed must stop once and for all.”

The UN agency spokesperson also noted 
that more than 370 UNRWA staff members 
have been killed over the course of the con-
flict. “This is the highest death toll in the 
United Nations since it was first established,” 
she added.

Hamas and allied Palestinian factions 
have said clearly that any decision on the 
future governance of Gaza is “an internal 
Palestinian matter.”

Emphasising their absolute opposition 
to the imposition of colonialism, their state-
ment spells it out: “We renew our rejection 
to any foreign guardianship, and we stress 
that the nature of the administration of the 
Gaza Strip and its institutions are an internal 
Palestinian matter to be determined by the 
national component of our people directly.”

The groups added that they are working 
on an “urgent comprehensive national meet-
ing” to discuss next steps after the ceasefire.

Ismail al-Thawabta from the Gaza 
Government Media Office, issued a list of 
demands, including ensuring the recon-
struction of Gaza.

“We call on the international community, 
the United Nations and all international legal 
organisations and the International Court of 
Justice to punish the leaders of the [Israeli] 

occupation and to not grant them any legal 
or political immunity,” al-Thawabta said.

“We call for forming an international, 
independent commission to investigate the 
war crimes and genocide and ensure the 
return and compensation of all displaced 
people.

“We demand an urgent plan for the 
comprehensive reconstruction of the Gaza 
Strip, with Arab and international funding, 
according to a transparent mechanism that 
ensures that resources reach civilians.”

al-Thawabta stressed that ending the 
war of extermination against Palestinians 
must be real and tangible, not just a formal 
declaration.

Tens of thousands of people marched 
across Australia in a day of pro-Palestinian 
national action on Sunday 12 October, 2025. 
Millions more took part in actions around the 
globe as the Gaza ceasefire came into effect.

Palestine Action Group organiser Josh 
Lees said that “we’ll absolutely continue to 
protest for a free Palestine … for self-deter-
mination in Gaza, for aid to be allowed in and 
for Palestinians to be able to rebuild Gaza.”

This latest agreement specifies that within 
72 hours of Israel signing on (Friday 10 Octo-
ber) all 48 captives – 20 known to be alive 
– would be handed over to Israeli security 
forces. In return Israel would release 250 
Palestinian prisoners including 1,700 adults 
and 22 minors and the bodies of 360 others.

According to the Public Committee 
Against Torture in Israel the 22 minors were 
only some of the 360 Palestinian minors held 
in Israeli prisons. Releasees spoke of being 
held in the most inhumane conditions and 
tortured by the Israelis.

ILLEGAL OCCUPATION 
CONTINUES

Israeli Defence Forces pulled back 
from some of Gaza’s major urban areas but 
remained in control of roughly half of the 
enclave’s territory and borders of Gaza, still 
controlling who enters and exits the territory, 
a clear pointer that Israel has no intention 
of leaving the occupied territory.

Hamas has not received any formal writ-
ten guarantees beyond the hostage release. 
United States President Donald Trump’s 
20-point plan includes the creation of a new 
international body, the “Board of Peace,” that 
would be tasked with overseeing an interim 
authority of technocrats to govern Gaza. It 

is headed by Trump and includes former 
British PM and war criminal Tony Blair.

No Palestinians were included in the 
negotiations around the agreement or at the 
so-called Peace Summit held on 13 October 
in Egypt. Its attendees reportedly included 
US, Middle Eastern and European leaders 
from 27 countries, and others such as the 
President of FIFA.

“Gaza’s reconstruction … requires that 
it be demilitarised,” Trump said, foreshad-
owing further genocide.

“We make the best weapons in the world, 
and we’ve got a lot of them, and we’ve given 
a lot to Israel, frankly,” Trump boasted.

The US has contributed at least US$21 
billion (AU$33b) towards the genocide and 
bombing of neighbouring countries in the 
past two years.

At the time of writing Israel had threat-
ened to halve the promised aid entering the 
Strip, claiming Hamas had failed to return 
all of the deceased Israelis.  
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Gaza genocide
Punish the perpetrators

Rally for Palestine, Boorloo/Perth. 12 October 2025.

THE TOLL SO FAR
•  More than 67,000 Palestinians 

killed
•  Around 9,500 people missing
•  About 170,000 people injured
•  More than 20,000 children killed
•  More than 1,000 babies under the 

age of one killed
•  At least 12,500 women killed
•  At least 1,670 medics killed
•  254 journalists killed
•  370 UNRWA staff members killed
•  90 per cent of civilian infrastructure 

destroyed
•  Around 200,000 tonnes of 

explosives dropped on Gaza



2   20 October 2025� Guardian

80 years old,  
much more to do

We all wish the United Nations a happy 80th 
birthday. Or do we? The UN isn’t an exciting topic 
to most people. Everyone knows it exists, but few 
feel strongly about it. Those who do have feelings 
about the United Nations often have negative 
ones. Right-wingers, especially the ‘lunar right’ 
who dominate US politics and are making inroads 
into Australia, dislike the UN for existing. They 
use the organisation as a bogeyman.

When ‘the left’ think about the UN, it’s usually 
with disappointment. Progressives are annoyed 
that the United Nations doesn’t do more. They 
dislike the fact that the UN passes resolutions 
which aren’t enforced, like the many resolutions 
concerning Israel (more about those soon). The 
UN costs a lot of money, which infuriates the right 
and exasperates the left when people look at what 
it should be doing.

There are legitimate criticisms to make. Per-
manent members of the Security Council all have 
nuclear weapons. The UN General assembly does 
indeed pass resolutions that don’t seem to have 
much impact. However, there’s a lot to remember 
and some things to celebrate.

Remember that the UN operates in our unequal 
world. It’s a world in which capital, in its most 
aggressive late stage form, dominates the United 
States. That nation has been throwing its weight 
around for a long time and isn’t about to stop. The 
US will use the UN if it can, and ignore the rest of 
the world when it suits US interests. 

The US hampers the UN in several ways. There’s 
the famous veto that the permanent Security 
Council members have. The US has vetoed about 
49 motions concerning Israel, using the UN to 
provide cover for Israel's campaign of genocide 
and dispossession. The US can influence the UN 
in other ways. It defunds agencies it doesn’t like. 
It makes UN agencies less effective by ignoring 
them or withdrawing from them. Trump has done 
this to the World Health Organisation. Earlier US 
administrations used funding and threats to pro-
mote the interests of US right-to-lifers over the 
health of millions of women worldwide. The USA 
also uses the fact that the United Nations is on US 
soil – recently, it has denied visas to Palestinian 
delegates. 

The UN operates in a tough environment, but 
it still has achievements that deserve celebration. 
In 2024, UN agencies helped some 180 million 
people in desperate need of food and/or security.  
That’s not nothing, and for the people helped, it’s 
everything. The UN also provides a place for less 
powerful countries to meet and be heard. Through 
General Assembly motions, poorer nations can 
sometimes even shame war criminals like Israel 
and the US.

Of course the United Nations isn’t going to be 
all that progressives want, for the simple reason 
that the world isn’t one that we’d want. For the 
UN to work better, we need different countries, 
and different relations between those countries.

The Communist Party of Australia is working 
for that. We support a genuinely independent for-
eign policy for Australia. All too often, Australian 
governments act as a local branch office of the US. 
More standing up to the US would make the UN 
more effective and more democratic. That’s what 
we’re working towards. 
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From 27 February to 1 March 
2026, elected delegates rep-
resenting Communist Party 
organisations from all over 
Australia will gather in Mel-
bourne for the 15th National 
Congress of the Party. There 
will be an opening on the Fri-
day night, 27 February, to 
which all Guardian readers, 
their families and friends are 
invited. (Details will be pro-
vided in a future issue of the 
Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will 
discuss the work of the Party, make 
any amendments to and adopt a 
Political Resolution. In the lead-up 
to the Congress, Party members 
are discussing and submitting 

amendments to the draft Political 
Resolution. In January 2026 the 
Central Committee will consider 
these amendments and finalise the 
draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Cen-
tral Committee to lead the work of 
the Party until the next National 
Congress. As the highest body of 
the Party, it can also amend the 
Party’s Program and Constitution 
and adopt other resolutions as its 
delegates may determine.

The CPA has launched a Spe-
cial Appeal to help defray the costs 
associated with holding a National 
Congress. These are considerable 
with delegates coming from as far 
away as Perth, the printing of doc-
uments, etc.

We are appealing to Party 
members, organisations, and all 
friends and supporters of the Party, 
including Guardian readers, to 
help us reach our $10,000 target 
as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the 
form below or write your details on 
a separate piece of paper to send 
with your contribution. Payment by 
credit card can also be phoned in 
on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct 
credit details.

All contributions will be 
acknowledged in the Guardian, 
with the names of contributors 
unless otherwise requested. We 
look forward to your support for 
this important occasion.  

Congress Appeal

15th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal 
I, (Name) ........................................................
Address.................................................................................... 
wish to contribute $................ to the above Appeal. 

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash  
for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
For Credit Card payments fill out the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20 □ Visa □ Mastercard 
Name on the card ....................................
Signature: ......................................... 
Card Number __________ _________ ________ _________ 
Expiry Date ____/____

I agree/disagree to having my name published in the Guardian 
in acknowledgement of my contribution. 

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010  
or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

Direct credit details
BSB 062006 
Acct 00802169
or use the QR code.
Include “Congress Appeal” with 
transaction. If you want to be 
acknowledged in the Guardian 
(give name as it should appear).

Peter Farmer

What does Australia need to make? Solar bat-
teries? A better power grid? Fast trains? Cars? 
More hospitals? 

If you’re the Labor government, any of the above 
come second to missiles. Defence Industry Minister 
Pat Conroy is in the United States now. He’s just signed 
an agreement between Lockheed Martin, the new-
ly-named US Department of War, and Australia which 
will mean Australia starts making guided missiles.

Conroy justified this priority in two ways. Aus-
tralia gets to help the US who he says has problems 
with “a large backlog of orders.” The manufacture of 
missiles, Conroy says, can help Australia have more 
“self-reliance.” We’re not sure where Conroy’s inter-
est in Australian self-reliance was when AUKUS was 
being signed, but at least he knows it’s important. 

Conroy also said Australia could profit by selling 
surplus missiles to the US or other countries, presum-
ably as long as the US gives us the ok.  

Labor chooses 
missiles
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State and federal governments 
are going halves on a $102.5 
million ‘summer algal bloom 
plan,’ for the crisis that has 
plagued South Australian 
beaches.

The plan includes $37 million 
for science and the environment.

The government will include 
spending on encouragement to 
tourists in the form of $20 million 
worth of dining and accommodation 
vouchers in an attempt to shore 
up SA’s ravaged coastal tourism 
industry. 

Technological solutions include 
a Beachsafe app so that South 
Australians can see updates on 
23 locations where the bloom has 
been a problem, and check when 
a beach was last cleaned. Another 
technological measure is “AI-pow-
ered submersible cytobots” to look 
at phytoplankton and develop early 
warning systems. That’s $1 million.

The government will spend $3.2 
million on setting up an Office for 
Algal Bloom Research.

Costs are being shared equally 
by the South Australian and federal 
governments. 

$102.5 million sounds like a lot, 
but is dwarfed by the estimated $65 
billion the Australian government 
spends subsidising fossil fuels. Cli-
mate change is definitely a factor 
in the algal bloom crisis, according 
to SA Environment Minister Susan 
Close and other experts. 

So another way to look at the 
crisis is that the Albanese govern-
ment is spending $51.25 million 
helping South Australians get 
though the crisis and $65 billion 
making it worse.

South Australians in the fishing 
and tourism industries can only 
hope for cool water and that the 
fish populations recover. Other 
states should take notice. This will 
happen again, not only in South 
Australia.  

Australian Unions are voicing their 
alarm at attempts by employer groups 
to exploit the popularity of working 
from home to sweep away longstand-
ing workplace rights.

Employer groups are pursuing broad 
changes in the Fair Work Commission that 
threaten rights to overtime and penalty rates 
in exchange for greenlighting new work from 
home agreements.

The employers’ lobby, led by the Ai Group 
wants to let employers’ new work from home 
arrangements for administrative workers 
wipe out rights to overtime, penalty rates 
and allowances if they sign on.

The Fair Work Commission initiated the 
case to insert a “work from home” clause in 
the Clerks Award. According to research it 
commissioned, nearly 66% of employees 
employed under this Award were able to 
work from home, with 52% agreeing to do so.

The employers’ proposals also argu-
ably conflict with recently passed federal 
government laws to protect penalty and 
overtime rates.

Australian Unions are concerned the test 
case could impact thousands of admin work-
ers and set a new low benchmark for other 
modern awards if adopted in other sectors.

ACTU Secretary Sally McManus said she 
was “alarmed by the sheer scale of the pro-
posals from employers to remove overtime 
and other entitlements from admin workers.”

“Overtime and penalty rates form part 
of people’s take-home pay and also protect 
workers from expectations from employers 
that they work unusual or excessive hours.

“None of the employer groups put up 
any real evidence as to why they need the 
changes. In our view, they are using this as 
an opportunity to gain control over workers 
and to cut their pay.

“Employers are asking for an astonishing 
number of basic protections to be stripped 
away from workers, particularly part-time 
workers who are largely women and this will 
worsen the gender pay gap.

“The basic protections at stake here 
are too important to have taken away and 
unions are calling on the Fair Work Com-
mission to stop this employer bid to cut 
rights in exchange for work from home 
arrangements.”

Australian Services Union Assistant 
National Secretary, Scott Cowen warned 
that employer groups are cynically trying 
to conflate where and when people work 
in a bid to attack the pay and conditions of 
the lowest-paid administrative workers in 
the country. 

“Working from home shouldn’t come 
with a pay cut, and we are calling on the 
Commission to protect workers’ fundamental 

rights to overtime, penalty rates, and breaks, 
regardless of where they work,” he said.

“Employer groups are ignoring the reality 
for hundreds of thousands of low-paid work-
ers, mostly women, asking them to individ-
ually negotiate these kinds of unreasonable 
trade-offs with their boss.

“These changes would force people, espe-
cially women, out of the workforce, making 
it even harder to manage childcare and other 
responsibilities. 

“A recent study of this workforce found 
that 98% of employees consider the right 
to work from home to be fundamental, and 
we need to protect these rights which have 
improved and modernised workplaces across 
the country.”
ACTU  

Work from home warning

Algal bloom off the coast of Edithburgh, SA. Photo: Stefan Andrews – Great Southern Reef Foundation.

New international data highlights the scale 
of Australia’s teacher shortage crisis and 
the urgent need for federal and state gov-
ernments to address the root causes of 
workforce decline.

The OECD Teaching and Learning International 
Survey (TALIS) reveals that Australia ranks among 
the worst-performing countries for teacher short-
ages, particularly in public schools, posing serious 
risks to equity and quality education delivery.

Australian Education Union (AEU) Federal 
President Correna Haythorpe said the findings 
are a stark warning about the impact of teacher 
shortages across the country.

“This report confirms what teachers have been 
saying for years, that Australia’s teacher shortage 
is real, it’s getting worse, and it’s impacting on 
teaching and learning,” Haythorpe said.

“Australia is now among the top three OECD 
countries for teacher shortages in public schools. 
That is unacceptable for a wealthy, developed 
nation.”

“We urgently need national action to fix the 
teacher pipeline, from recruitment into initial 
teacher education to retaining experienced teach-
ers in classrooms.”

The TALIS data also shows that shortages are 
most severe in schools with high levels of student 
disadvantage and special education needs, which 
are the very schools that rely most on stable, expe-
rienced teaching staff.

“When students with additional needs or from 
disadvantaged backgrounds are most affected, the 
result is a deepening equity divide in Australian 
education,” Haythorpe said.

The data confirms Australian teachers are 
working an average of 46.5 hours per week, well 
above the OECD average of 40.8 hours, with almost 
two-thirds of teachers experiencing high stress. 
More than 80% say their job negatively impacts 
their mental health.

“Our public schools are under enormous pres-
sure. Teachers are overworked, stressed and feel 
unsupported. Without urgent government action 
to fix workloads, pay and conditions, we risk losing 
even more teachers from the profession.”

“We need full and fair funding for public 
schools, a national workforce plan that tackles 
workload, and real support for teachers’ mental 
health.” Haythorpe said.

The TALIS report states that: “Teachers are 
more likely to exhibit effective practices, experience 
high well-being and job satisfaction, and remain in 
the profession when they have sufficient support 
to face the challenges at hand.”

“Our students deserve well-qualified and sup-
ported teachers in every classroom. There are no 
shortcuts to fixing the teacher workforce crisis. 
All governments must properly value, respect and 
support the teaching profession.” Haythorpe said.
Australian Education Union  

Teacher shortages

South Australia:  
algal bloom update

Boodua State School, Queensland. (formerly East Lynne State School)

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/results-from-talis-2024_90df6235-en/full-report.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/results-from-talis-2024_90df6235-en/full-report.html
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Boorloo/Perth held a rally on 12 October to 
recognise the two year mark of the bloodshed 
and genocide since the 2023 Israeli military 
offensive on the Gaza strip. The rally was well 
attended, with an estimate of over 1,000 peo-
ple marching. 

Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi spoke alongside 
Union representative Ian Gill from the ETU, Robert 
Eggington from the Dumbartung Aboriginal Corpo-
ration, Sheikh Mohammed Shakeeb, the Imam of 
Perth Mosque, and Doctor Mohammed Mustafa who 
was a medic on the ground in Gaza evacuated only a 
few weeks before.

The rally called for sanctions on Israel and justice 
for the crimes that have been wrought on the Palestin-
ian people. There was also a call for people to attend 
the community picket against Maersk shipping com-
pany on the 24th-26th later this month.

Rallies were also held in Naarm/Melbourne, on 
Gadigal land in Sydney, and other locations around 
Australia to mark the anniversary. CPA comrades 
were there to show our support.

Palestine will win!  

600,000 people recently took to the streets of London for 
Palestine. A reassertion of solidarity with a people facing 
genocide. A rebuke to PM Keir Starmer, who hints at further 
restrictions on protest rights. As in Australia, ministers have 
revived talk of banning protests based on their “cumulative 
effect,” an anti-democratic outrage seeking to silence 
movements based on their very success. Now there is a 
ceasefire in Gaza we will hear, as we heard in January, that 
there is no more need to march, though Palestine is still 
occupied and this truce could end as suddenly and bloodily as 
the last.

The movement is the focus of the assault on democratic 
freedoms. Its size and the determination of the protesters has 
so far defied multiple attempts to suppress it: the hundreds 
of thousands who marched on are sending a message to 
authoritarian politicians that they won’t be intimidated.

The pro-Palestine mass actions lay down a marker against this 
march to barbarism.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the NSW Minns government. 
The Lock the Gate Alliance has raised the alarm following 
reports that the NSW Labor government’s planning reforms 
increase corruption risks and extend far beyond housing to 
affect mining projects.

The news comes as community groups prepared to rally outside 
Parliament House last week to call on the Minns government to 
urgently refer its overhaul of planning laws to an Inquiry.

Media reports include comments from former Supreme Court 
judge Anthony Whealy, who said that the bill “poses a threat 
to integrity and exposes the whole operation to the prospect 
of serious corruption.” Whealy said that “The Bill strips away 
safeguards that are amply supported by the NSW ICAC to 
prevent corruption in relation to planning and development 
matters.”

Legal and community organisations have also raised concerns 
about the reforms, saying they contain fatal flaws that could 
increase corruption risks and make it easier for climate and 
environmentally damaging mining projects to be rushed through 
the assessment process. 

The Bill would: 

•	 Provide a new “fast-tracked” development pathway that can 
be applied to all classes of developments including new coal 
and gas projects at the discretion of the Minister, that would 
prohibit consideration of social and environmental impacts, 
including cultural heritage impacts.

•	 Raise major integrity issues and corruption risks. It centralis-
es power in the hands of the Secretary of the Department of 
Planning and removes expert and independent advice, includ-
ing from key agencies like Dam Safety NSW.

•	 Undermine the recent landmark Court of Appeal decision 
on the Mt Pleasant coal mine which found that the climate 
change impacts of mining projects on local communities must 
be considered.

Lock the Gate Alliance National Coordinator Carmel Flint said 
the planning law overhaul would increase corruption risk while 
making it easier for big coal and gas projects to sail through the 
assessment process without environmental checks.

“This is reckless legislation that will harm NSW communities if it 
is passed without serious changes. There has been no proper 
community consultation on this reform, which is the most radical 
shake-up of planning and environment laws in 45 years.

“As well as increasing the risk of corruption, it will increase 
the climate harm that is already wreaking havoc with NSW 
communities in the form of worsening droughts, fires, and 
floods.

“Astonishingly, this legislation can allow environmental 
considerations to be prohibited for just about any major 
development, including fossil fuel projects like coal mines 
and gas fields, that are assessed under the new ‘Targeted 
Assessment Development’ pathway.

“If this really is a Bill to address housing, then it should be 
restricted to housing issues. We’re calling for the Bill to be 
subject to an urgent Inquiry and for the community to have a 
chance to have their say on it.”

Palestine rallies 
continue

Peter Marino

Consulting firm Deloitte has 
been in the news because of 
a report they completed for 
$440,000 on the ‘targeted 
compliance framework.’ That’s 
the system the government 
uses to claw back Jobseeker 
and other payments from peo-
ple the government thinks 
have been overpaid.

The report hit the news for the 
wrong reason: Deloitte had used AI 
to write a lot of it. The final product 
included what have been called “AI 
hallucinations” – the AI invented 
fake academic references and a 
non-existent quote from a Federal 
Court judgement. The mistakes 
have been described as “typos,” 

but sound much more serious than 
misspelling a word.

One academic who read the 
report said that if the book it cited 
had existed, he would have read it. 

It’s a scandal, more so because 
Deloitte only has to pay back just 
over 22% of the fee it received. Job-
seeker recipients who’ve been over-
paid aren’t treated this generously.

Deloitte’s sloppy work obscures 
the reason for the report – what 
Amy Remeikis has called “the 
ongoing harm Australia inflicts on 
the unemployed.” 

Another scandal is how Austral-
ia’s mainstream media has treated 
the story. As the Australian Finan-
cial Review which broke the story 
points out, Deloitte’s sloppy work 

has had more media attention in 
Colombia than in Australia.

While the consulting firm has 
been rightly shamed for being lazy 
about use of AI, what’s not in dis-
pute is the report finding. 

The report says that there is 
“insufficient evidence to demon-
strate that the [targeted compliance 
framework], including the underly-
ing IT system, is comprehensively 
aligned with the authorising legis-
lation.” In plain English, the gov-
ernment is being hard on welfare 
recipients and might be breaking 
its own laws.

That’s the real scandal, and as 
Remeikis also said, the Albanese 
government can’t say it didn’t know 
about it.  

AI ‘slop’ on top of pain
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Paul Gregoire

Australian cardiologist Professor Peter MacDonald 
has been suspended for over a month, as St Vincent’s 
Hospital dropped the health professional from its 
roster based on complaints from Zionist lobby group 
Alliance Against Antisemitism in Health Care about 
remarks he made doubting allegations that Iran was 
behind two local arson attacks at a public forum on 
Palestine.

MacDonald has been suspended by St Vincent’s and the 
Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute, over an incident at a 
Palestine Justice Movement forum. MacDonald commented 
that he considered Israeli intelligence agency Mossad to be 
the more likely culprit behind the arson attacks.

The cardiologist’s statement referred to an August ASIO 
announcement that asserted arson attacks, which were con-
sidered to be part of a broader spate of so-called antisemitic 
property damage crimes, had been perpetrated by Iran. Mac-
Donald made a quip about the attacks more likely having been 
the work of Mossad.

The idea that regular people in this country who express 
opposition to the mass slaughter and starvation of Palestini-
ans by the Israeli state, which ultimately seeks to appropriate 
their land once it is ethnically cleansed, will be set upon by a 
group of anonymous Zionists and charged with having openly 
expressed antisemitism, or hatred towards Jewish people, is 
now commonplace.

This prevention of a cardiologist from saving people’s 
lives is part of a wider McCarthyite campaign, which targets 
criticism of Israel’s genocide in Gaza as antisemitism. It com-
menced when Israel began this mass atrocity in October 2023. 

WITCH HUNTING WITH  
THE ZIONISTS

The Zionist lobby is an entity that was not a commonplace 
feature of the Australian political sphere, until the outbreak 
of the Gaza genocide in October 2023. The sole purpose of 
this lobby it would seem is to conflate criticism of settler 
colonial Israel with the type of dehumanising antisemitism 
that facilitated the genociding of six million Jewish people 
during World War II.

The Federal Court found that journalist Antoinette Lattouf 
was wrongfully terminated by the ABC, due to her opposition 
to the genocide. Lattouf was subjected to the same treatment as 
MacDonald, a WhatsApp group called Lawyers for Israel made 
complaints to the ABC about the need for her to be sacked. 
The groups complaining about Lattouf and MacDonald are 
both part of the Zionist lobby.

This turning to penalise their employees on the part of 
large institutions, like the ABC and St Vincent’s, has repeat-
edly played out over the last two years in the local setting, 
as employers appear more concerned about placating  the 

Zionist lobby than any real concern for their employees’ rights 
to oppose an illegal genocide.

POLITICAL COMMENTS  
CONDEMNED AS RACISM

Executive Council of Australian Jewry co-chief executive 
Alex Ryvchin wrote to Macdonald on 2 September 2025, out-
lining that while the Jewish community is used to assertions 
that Mossad is in the habit of perpetrating “false flag oper-
ations,” he didn’t expect them from “an eminent Australian 
cardiologist,” as usually they’re made anonymously.

Ryvchin doesn’t elaborate upon why the Jewish community 
in Australia should care either way about Professor MacDon-
ald’s belief that Mossad, instead of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, carried out the arson attacks. In that sense, it 
further doesn’t logically follow that a heart surgeon should 
be suspended over suggesting Israeli intelligence was behind 
any incident anywhere.

The Council of Australian Jewry head added that he 
couldn’t understand how MacDonald could “conclude and 
openly assert, with no evidence, that the ‘Zionist lobby’ ” 
– by which the doctor presumably meant Ryvchin and his 
colleagues – has ‘taken over’ ASIO.” He then asserted that it 
was an abomination to have suggested Mossad had carried 
out any false flag operations.

A spokesperson for St Vincents told The Australian in 
early September that while “the individual,” or MacDonald, 
had appeared at the Palestine Justice Movement forum as a 
private citizen, “his stature as a high-profile and senior cli-
nician” required it to comment. The institution then washed 
its hands of any association with his remarks and said if its 
code of conduct was breached it will take action.

The Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute said in a 
press release that the institution categorically disagreed with 
MacDonald’s comments, which it found “antisemitic and 
conspiratorial.” It then condemned “antisemitism, racism 
and all forms of discrimination.” However, it failed to spell 
out what racism has to do with the comments made about a 
foreign intelligence agency.

THE ANTISEMITIC WITCH HUNT
The antisemitic witch hunt has captured many more than 

MacDonald and Lattouf. And it should be recognised that the 
strength the lobby had in being a relatively unknown entity 
in late 2023, is now dwindling.

Underlying these assertions made by the Zionist lobby is 
the conflation of criticism of Israel with antisemitism. The 
charge of antisemitism is substantial, as it invokes the dehu-
manising hatred of the Nazis towards the Jews. 

Professor Peter MacDonald is now suspended from work-
ing because he criticised Israel and was falsely labelled as 
expressing hatred towards Jews. 
Sydney Criminal Lawyers  

Anti-zionism: bad for your heart?

Research shows child poverty is a huge 
cost to the nation, the St Vincent de 
Paul Society has said. 

“Children growing up in poverty have 
higher risks of poor health, lower educational 
outcomes, and are three times more likely to 
experience disadvantage as adults,” said the 
Society’s National President, Mark Gaetani. 
“Each year of inaction robs children of the 
opportunity to thrive, costing the nation 
billions now and into the future. 

“This is why the Society has called on the 
federal government to appoint a Minister 
for Children and to halve child poverty by 
2030,” Gaetani said. “That’s just five years 
off, but action cannot be postponed until 
the next election; it’s already too late for 
thousands of vulnerable families who are 
suffering today.”

Alarming figures from NSW Council of 
Social Service show child poverty imposes 
an estimated annual economic cost of nearly 
$60 billion in NSW alone, undermining 
productivity, increasing health and welfare 
expenditure, and perpetuating cycles of 
disadvantage. Around one in six Austral-
ian children and one in seven adults live 
in poverty. 

“Failing to address poverty leaves the 
nation paying dearly for lost opportunities, 
increased health and welfare spending, and 
ever-growing demand on overstretched crisis 
services such as those our organisation pro-
vides around Australia,” Gaetani said. “Over 
the past year, the St Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety NSW has seen a 13 per cent increase in 
demand for Vinnies’ Vans across the state, 
with 115,000 people supported. One in three 

of the people seeking our help in NSW are 
coming to us for the first time.”

Gaetani said the data shows that the 
assistance provided just to keep people 
afloat is filling the gap between the rate of 
JobSeeker and the poverty line (the pov-
erty gap). Meanwhile, rising demand for 
poverty relief is matched by the increasing 
dollar-value and complexity of each case. 

“A modest increase in working age wel-
fare payments, as proposed in the ANU’s A 
Fairer Tax and Welfare System for Australia 
paper commissioned by the Society, would 
help ease the poverty crisis,” he said. 

The Albanese government’s own Eco-
nomic Inclusion Advisory Committee (EIAC) 
2025 Report recommends increasing the base 
rates of JobSeeker and related working age 
payments to 90 per cent of the Age Pension, 

as the top priority for social and economic 
reform. Modelling commissioned by the 
EIAC shows that raising these payments 
would deliver a return of $1.24 for every 
dollar invested, through a healthier, more 
productive community and reduced demand 
on overwhelmed crisis services. 

“We see every day the impact of poverty 
on children and families who seek our help,” 
Gaetani said. “No child should have to go 
hungry in a country as wealthy as ours. 
Lifting income support will give families 
the dignity and security they deserve and 
would mean fewer Australians in desperate 
need of our help. It will also deliver meas-
urable economic returns and a brighter 
future for all.”
St Vincent de Paul  

Child poverty costs everyone

Bato Manganguma

The executive and branch 
committee of the Health And 
Community Service Union 
HACCSU have been in discus-
sions with their counterparts 
Victorian Allied Health Profes-
sionals Association (VAHPA) 
about a potential merger 
between the two branches. 
VAHPA is a sister branch 

under the Health Services 
Union and covers allied health 
professionals in Victoria.

HACCSU’s executive say that 
uniting the two branches will be 
“a great step forward for every 
member – building a single, 
stronger voice for mental health, 
allied health, disability, and Alcohol 
and Other Drugs (AOD) workers 
across Victoria.”

Secretary Paul Healy has 

written to members saying that “For 
too long, bosses and the Victorian 
Hospitals Industrial Association 
have been able to play off of our 
divisions. Together, we have greater 
leverage in bargaining, more power 
at your worksites, and the ability 
to provide more and better services 
to our members.

By delivering one voice for allied 
health in Victoria, we can achieve 
better outcomes for allied health 

in Victoria – free from the divisive 
games played by government and 
employers.

As a united force, we’ll have 
even more resources to put behind 
our current campaign in disability, 
our ongoing battles in public mental 
health – and VAHPA’s current 
negotiations for the Public Allied 
Health Agreement.”

Healy says that HACCSU is 
not taking the decision lightly, but 

describes the two unions as “aligned 
in our values, our dedication to for-
ward-thinking progressive indus-
trial and policy decisions, and the 
passion, solidarity, and dedication 
of our members. 

Consultation with members 
will begin soon.  

Health unions work on merger

Keane and Riemer  
case kicks off
The opening round of hearings in the case of two 
University of Sydney academics who have been 
accused of antisemitism for criticising Zionists 
has begun. John Keane and Nick Riemer will be 
in court to defend themselves against a charge 
of antisemitism. The guts of their defence is that 
criticising Zionism and the state of Israel is not 
antisemitism. More than 60 Jewish colleagues 
and students from Usyd and other universities in 
Australia and overseas have signed a statement 
of solidarity rejecting the notion that criticism of 
Israel or Zionism is anti-semitic, and describing 
the complaint as a vexatious attempt to silence 
free speech. 

https://www.facebook.com/PalestineJusticeMovementSydney/posts/followersjoin-us-in-this-in-depth-discussion-with-journalists-wendy-bacon-and-ya/1197660755733983/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/intelligence-sharing-arrangement-with-israel-likely-lead-to-the-accusations-against-iran/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/intelligence-sharing-arrangement-with-israel-likely-lead-to-the-accusations-against-iran/
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/criminal/offences/malicious-damage/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-15053385/peter-macdonald-mossad-antisemitism.html?ito=native_share_article-nativemenubutton&fbclid=IwY2xjawNSfRlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFTNHNGOXhQcm5pdXVBRzQ0AR4B-YkmdzrYmW84nNzQyvTBEUyceCEInZ4XXyviCTd08P1J-El4b0K_D_Yh2g_aem_PjnLKWyqCiRdZTNcUS_-xA
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-25/antoinette-lattouf-v-abc-in-unlawful-termination-case-decision/105450816
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-25/antoinette-lattouf-v-abc-in-unlawful-termination-case-decision/105450816
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/mossadengineered-renowned-cardiologist-claims-israeli-spies-behind-sydney-arson-attacks/news-story/c8eeb025a7792cf219c8880337e937b9?amp
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/mossadengineered-renowned-cardiologist-claims-israeli-spies-behind-sydney-arson-attacks/news-story/c8eeb025a7792cf219c8880337e937b9?amp
https://www.victorchang.edu.au/news/media-statement-condemning-antisemitism
https://www.victorchang.edu.au/news/media-statement-condemning-antisemitism
https://www.victorchang.edu.au/news/media-statement-condemning-antisemitism
https://www.ncoss.org.au/policy-advocacy/policy-research-publications/lasting-impacts-child-poverty-in-nsw/
https://www.ncoss.org.au/policy-advocacy/policy-research-publications/lasting-impacts-child-poverty-in-nsw/
https://www.vinnies.org.au/national-council/advocacy/a-fairer-tax-and-welfare-system
https://www.vinnies.org.au/national-council/advocacy/a-fairer-tax-and-welfare-system
https://www.dss.gov.au/system/files/documents/2025-04/economic-inclusion-advisory-committee-2025-report.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/system/files/documents/2025-04/economic-inclusion-advisory-committee-2025-report.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/system/files/documents/2025-04/economic-inclusion-advisory-committee-2025-report.pdf
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NSW unions win on  
industrial manslaughter

Graham Holton

The New South Wales government 
has announced $6.9 million to cre-
ate a specialised unit within the 
Department of Public Prosecutions 
to prosecute employers – individ-
ual or business – for the death of 
a worker due to gross negligence 
in the workplace. The Specialised 
Prosecutions Unit will be funded 
for four years. It will be staffed by 
a senior solicitor, two additional 
solicitors, and a witness assistance 
officer, operating within the Office of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

NSW unions campaigned for 20 years 
to secure the strongest industrial man-
slaughter laws in Australia. Employers 
whose conduct results in a worker’s death 
will serve up to 25 years imprisonment 
and companies will be fined up to $20 
million; the highest penalties for such 
offences in Australia. The stringent pen-
alties set a precedent reflecting a national 

shift towards stricter workplace safety 
regulations.

The law is a testament to the work of 
union members to make every workplace 
safe. Mark Morey, Secretary of Unions 
NSW, congratulated the workers on 
their win.

On 20 June 2024, the NSW govern-
ment passed the Work Health and Safety 
Amendment (Industrial Manslaughter) 
Act 2024, marking a significant victory for 
unions and workplace safety advocates. 
NSW was the last mainland state to intro-
duce industrial manslaughter legislation. 
Unions, families, and safety advocates 
campaigned for this law, especially follow-
ing the tragic death in 2019 of 18-year-old 
apprentice Christopher Cassaniti.

Unions NSW welcomed the legisla-
tion, emphasising that it would serve as 
a deterrent and a reminder that worker 
safety is paramount. The new law is 
expected to enhance accountability and 
encourage employers to prioritise safety 
measures.  

Desperate child protection casework-
ers, State Emergency Service crews, 
and other essential workers are call-
ing on Premier Peter Malinauskas to 
step in and lift them out of poverty 
after wage negotiations with the gov-
ernment broke down.

The workers have seen a 20% reduction 
in real wages over the last decade and many 
have slipped below the award safety net by 
almost $4,000.

Over the last six years the workers have 
received annual pay rises equivalent to 1% 
a year, while inflation has been running as 
high as 7.2% in that same period pushing up 
the price of food, rent and utilities.

It is estimated that these workers are 
earning $15,000 a year less than six years 
ago in real terms.

The 40,000 workers are among the lowest 
paid in the state.

Some are on as little as $55,000 a year.
The minimum wage is $49,000.
Union members have kicked off their 

statewide campaign in Port Augusta.
A recent survey by the union which 

represents the workers, the Public Service 
Association (PSA), found many were at 
breaking point:

“This offer is disgusting and doesn’t 
even begin to cover inflation since our last 
EB (Enterprise Bargaining). My rent alone 
has gone up 65% since then, and groceries 
are costing an extra $200 a fortnight. This 
is robbery. I’m ready to pack my family 
up and move interstate to work,” said one 
respondent.

“It’s a massive slap in the face. I have two 

small kids and one on the way, and the gov-
ernment thinks this is sustainable. Absolute 
joke of an offer,” said another.

“If anyone wonders why people are leav-
ing the SA public service in droves, this is 
the answer: we are unappreciated, unvalued, 
and treated like second-class citizens,” said 
yet another.

This crisis has its roots in previous sub 
par wage deals, when the former PSA lead-
ership advised members to accept low pay 
rises while other emergency service unions 
fought for – and won – far better outcomes.

Newly elected PSA General Secretary 
Charlotte Watson says public sector workers 
across the state are having trouble buying 
groceries, paying rent and keeping up with 
bills.

“Despite their vital roles in keeping 

this state running, many of our members 
are struggling to survive, forced to choose 
between paying rent or buying groceries or 
medication,” she said.

“Our members have seen a 20% reduc-
tion in real wages in the last decade, that’s 
like losing 20 cents on every dollar you were 
earning in 2015.

“We are calling on Premier Peter Mal-
inauskas to step in and lift our members 
out of poverty.

“Across the public service we are haem-
orrhaging staff, we can’t attract people and 
we can’t retain people, there’s hundreds of 
jobs unfilled, people have voted with their 
feet and just left.
Public Service Association  

SA essential workers  
protest ‘poverty wages’

Experts have warned that  Queens-
land’s Energy Roadmap locks in pol-
luting coal, drives up power bills and 
risks jobs.

The Crisafulli government’s new Energy 
Roadmap has extended the life of Queens-
land’s ageing coal-fired power stations and 
doubled down on fossil gas, prompting con-
cern from energy experts.

The roadmap has not only weakened the 
state’s plans to cut climate pollution, but it 
has created uncertainty for investors and 
left people on the ground waiting for secure, 
future-proof jobs in the renewable energy 
sector. These changes mark a major retreat 
from Queensland’s previous commitments 
to cleaner, cheaper and more reliable power.

Experts say the plan could lock in higher 
power bills, risk the reliability of the energy 
system, and undermine billions in clean 
energy investment – just as the rest of 
Australia and the world accelerate toward 
renewables and storage.

Johanna Bowyer, Lead Analyst, Institute 
for Energy Economics and Financial Anal-
ysis says that Queensland needs to replace 
its ageing, increasingly unreliable coal-fired 

power stations with new low emissions assets 
as quickly as possible to maintain a reliable 
power supply and cut emissions.

She says, “there are costs and risks asso-
ciated with keeping ageing power stations 
in the system for longer – they experience 
more breakdowns as they age, leading to 
reliability risks and spikes in wholesale 
electricity prices.”

“Refurbishing old coal plants to keep 
them going for longer carries risk – as seen 
in the Muja AB refurbishment in WA which 
cost triple the original budget and shut just 
three years after the project was finished, 
wasting around $300 million of taxpayers’ 
money.”

Dave Copeman, Director of Queensland 
Conservation Council: called the Crisafulli 
government’s Energy Roadmap “a missed 
opportunity to prepare for the inevitable 
closure of the state’s ageing coal-fired power 
stations.” He also said that the plan to keep 
coal power open for decades showed that 
the Crisafulli government was not serious 
about its pre-election climate action promise 
to Queenslanders. 
Climate Media Centre  

Queensland’s Energy 
Roadmap ‘locks in 

polluting coal’ A flotilla of boats in the desert, on 
Arrernte Country, has stopped 800 
US and Australian contractors work-
ing at the Pine Gap Spy Base from par-
ticipating in the US / Israeli genocide 
of Palestinians in Gaza and the West 
Bank, outside Mparntwe/Alice Springs. 
The action involves two boats block-
ing the access road, linking it to the 
growing waves of global aid flotillas.

Two people were locked onto a concrete 
barrel, sitting arm in arm, blocking the 
road beside two boats and a group of local 
residents. They were demanding that the 
Australian government enact immediate 
sanctions against Israel, and that the Aus-
tralian Attorney-General prosecute Pine 
Gap’s active involvement in the genocide.

Activist Jorgen Doyles said, “We’re here 
because Pine Gap is sharing surveillance 
data, including geo-location information 
from mobile phones with the genocidal 
Israeli regime, who are targeting journal-
ists and their families, children, teachers, 

doctors, patients and the entire population 
of Palestine.” 

Pine Gap has an active role in the Gaza 
genocide, as explained by surveillance & 
intelligence expert Professor Richard Tanter, 
who gave expert evidence to the Alice Springs 
Local Court , describing how Pine Gap targets 
civilians in Gaza for surveillance. Professor 
Tanter said that Pine Gap is “a critical part 
of surveillance for operations which supplies 
intelligence to the United States and, we now 
know, to Israel. 

“Palestinian civilians are part of their 
surveillance targeting maps” he added.

Activist Yul Scarf said “Pine Gap can’t 
hide. We see the violence pouring out of it. 
We see our friends in Falastin, we see the 
dignity and power of their resistance. We 
are linking our arms with theirs as part of a 
growing global struggle. It’s our honour to 
do that from sovereign Arrernte Country, 
alongside people who speak for this place.” 
Pine Gap Action  

Flotilla shuts down  
Pine Gap spy base

Something to say?  Write to the Editor!
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Marcus Browning

The Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) wel-
comed the news that Australian seafarer and 
MUA member Hamish Paterson had been 
released from Israeli custody. He returned 
home to Sydney on Friday, 10 October, fol-
lowing his illegal detention during the Global 
Sumud Flotilla humanitarian mission to Gaza.

The International Transport Workers’ Federation 
(ITF) and MUA continue to demand the immediate 
release of all remaining detainees and a full, inde-
pendent investigation into the shocking treatment 
of those who were held.

Hamish’s return follows reports from within the 
international peace and aid movement that he and 
his fellow activists were abused, mistreated, and 
physically assaulted by Israeli soldiers and security 
personnel while being illegally detained and inter-
rogated. Detainees were bound, forced to kneel for 
hours, denied medical care and legal representation, 
and held in degrading conditions in the Negev desert.

“Hamish’s return does not end this story. It begins 
the process of justice,” ITF President and MUA National 
Secretary Paddy Crumlin said.

“The international trade union movement will 
continue to fight for every detained worker and 
humanitarian until they are all free, and until those 
responsible for their mistreatment are held to account.”

Warren Smith, MUA Deputy National Secretary, 
Thomas Mayo, MUA Assistant National Secretary 
and Paul Keating, MUA Sydney Branch Secretary, 
were at Sydney Airport to welcome Hamish and his 
comrades home after their ordeal.

Smith said Hamish’s safe return was a relief for 
his family, union, and comrades but that his release 
does not erase the violations committed by Israeli 
authorities.

“We are deeply relieved that Hamish is coming 
home, but we are outraged at the way he and his fellow 
aid workers have been treated,” Smith said. “Now 
our attention must refocus on the ongoing atrocities 
occurring in Gaza and on a lasting peace and justice 
for the Palestinian people.”

The union has also highlighted the ongoing issue 
of opaque Australian exports of arms and associated 
materiel to Israel through both seaports and interna-
tional aviation channels.

“As transport workers, our members want to know 
they are not being forced to support a violent, oppres-
sive and criminal war in the Middle East through their 
labour. If wharfies knew they were handling arms 
bound for Israel inside the containers they load and 
unload from ships, they wouldn’t touch them, but it’s 
impossible for us to know what’s inside every container 
as they go on the ship,” stated Smith.

“The government must therefore act decisively to 
end any Australian trade in arms bound for Israel’s 
ongoing military assault and occupation of Palestine.”

MUA Sydney Branch Secretary Keating was also 
at the airport to welcome Hamish Paterson home. 
The Sydney Branch has a long-standing commitment 
to peace, justice and solidarity with the Palestinian 
struggle.

“These were peaceful humanitarians on a mission to 
deliver aid to civilians. They were illegally intercepted 
in international waters, assaulted, and detained under 
brutal and unlawful conditions. That is an appalling 
abuse of power that cannot be ignored,” said Keating. 

“Maritime workers will continue to fight for every 
detained humanitarian activist until they are all free, 
and until those responsible for their mistreatment are 
held to account,” he said.

Reiterating the point about arms exports to Israel, 
Keating said that “the Australian government is sign-
ing off on the sale of arms to a regime that is facing 
charges of genocide. There is no universe in which 
Sydney wharfies would knowingly load arms bound 
for this war. Make no mistake, if we find a shred of 
evidence that these arms are in our port, they will not 
move one inch.”

Thomas Mayo said the Australian government 
must now ensure accountability for the mistreatment 
of Australian citizens and act to secure the release 
and protection of all other detainees still being held.

“We expect our government to demand answers, 
insist on an independent investigation, and take a 
strong public stand against the abuse of Australian 
citizens by foreign powers,” Mayo said.

“The people aboard the Sumud Flotilla acted 
in the spirit of international solidarity, peace, and 
humanity. Their courage should be honoured – not 
punished,” he added.

The MUA is calling for:
•  The safe and immediate release of all activists 

and seafarers still detained by Israeli authorities.
•  An independent international investigation 

into the abuse, assault, and mistreatment of 
detainees.

•  The Australian government to deliver full 
consular, legal, and medical support to all 
affected citizens and to hold Israel accountable 
for its actions.

•  Review Australia’s defence, aid and arms export 
ties to guarantee no complicity in human rights 
violations

•  The Australian government to stop approving 
any exports of arms to Israel through Australian 
air or sea ports.

Weapons stocks soar
Denis Doherty 

The business pages of our mainstream papers are rubbing 
their hands with glee as they report on Trump urging the world 
to spend more on weapons. The Sydney Morning Herald 
(SMH) reported that: “Global defence stocks have rocketed in 
response to a destabilised security environment that is driving 
the biggest rise in military spending since the end of the Cold 
War.” Amid all this joy there is one big negative – namely eth-
ical investments. 

SMH again: “The surge in the performance of defence stocks 
has posed a conundrum for some ethical funds and invest-
ment mandates, which have generally precluded any military 
assets.” The paper helpfully suggested that these qualms can 
be overcome and the chance to make a huge profit on your 
super or other investments should not be turned down. Other 
papers urged all those holding superannuation funds to check 
that their money is not being invested in weapons stocks.

PNG Defence Pact
The prospect of this treaty with PNG has excited the PM for 
some weeks and now  the treaty has  been signed. PNG PM 
Marape has been in Canberra to sign the treaty. He said it did 
not commit PNG to a war with China if Australia joined the US 
in such a conflict. He also said it did not threaten Indonesia 
either. The only thing that seems to mean is that 10,000 PNG 
citizens can serve in the Australian Defence Force (ADF). 

However, these agreements act like the US/Australia mili-
tary alliance where the more powerful country can interfere 
in the internal workings of the junior partner. While PNG suf-
fers from many problems ranging from an epidemic of TB and 
other health issues to poor governance and poverty, Australia 
donates money for PNG’s military and a rugby league club. 
Why Australia feels the need to block China’s generosity to 
this country is beyond sense. Surely the best thing for PNG is 
that it has more than one donor nation supporting it with aid.

Landmine history
The Minister in NSW responsible for NSW government’s 
sponsorship of the Indo Pacific Expo by a cruel twist of his-
tory happens to hail from Cambodia. We have reminded him 
of the devastation caused by the arms trade in his country of 
origin. 

Cambodia has a devastating history of landmines with over 
19,800 people killed and 45,000 injured by landmine and 
other explosive remnants of war (ERW). In 2024 despite it 
being many decades since hostilities ended, 41 people were 
killed or injured by landmines or ERW. 

We remember campaigning against landmines and cluster 
bombs many decades ago. We succeeded in getting both 
banned. Now in a rude twist of history, Anoulack, a survivor 
and a beneficiary of our campaigns is opposing any restric-
tions on the arms trade in the middle of the most horrendous 
massacre in Gaza. The companies that made the weap-
ons, the planes and uniforms of those who delivered those 
fatal weapons to his former country are happily enjoying 
New South Wales’ hospitality with a clear conscience in our 
International Conference Centre in Darling Harbour, Sydney. 

Economic interests often take priority over human rights.

Truth from Hegseth?
Peter Hegseth recently gave a rousing speech to the entire 
senior officers’ cohort of the US military (see Guardian 
#2156). Did he mean to ignore the Geneva conventions when 
he announced, “No more politically correct and overbearing 
rules of engagement, just common sense, maximum lethality 
and authority for warfighters.”?

www.cpa.org.au

‘Begin the  
process of justice’

PEACE NOTES

Help us cancel  
the Indo Pacific Expo
To be held in Darling Harbour
November 4-6
The fact that Israel is committing genocide in relation to Gaza has 
been confirmed by many prestigious organisations and experts. The 
companies that are making huge profits on the bodies of the innocent 
men, women and children of Gaza have been named by Francesca 
Albanese the UN rapporteur for Palestine.
These companies are: Elbit Systems, Lockheed Martin (F35’s), 
Leonardo S.p.A, Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), Boeing, BAE 
systems, Northrop Grumman (the list is not complete). These 
companies are invited to the Indo Pacific Expo – a display subsidised 
and sponsored by the NSW and Federal Governments!

Use QR code
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Jo Dunleavey

The prime characteristic of 
any social system is the way it 
produces and exchanges goods 
and services. In primitive com-
munal systems with no class 
divisions, land was held in 
common by the tribe. Goods 
were produced through social 
production of tribal members 
as a whole. The food needs of 
the members of the tribe were 
partly satisfied by gathering 
edible roots and plants and 
the collection of fibrous veg-
etation. Extra food and cloth-
ing was supplied by hunting 
other animals.

The predominance of women 
in the production cycle led to these 
societies being often of a matriar-
chal nature. Apart from occasional 
disputes over tribal boundaries, 
practically no organised warfare 
occurred between them.

As the production of food and 
clothing became more sophisti-
cated, a small surplus was produced 
beyond the community’s immedi-
ate daily use. Excess items were 
exchanged for other items from 
neighbouring tribes. This more or 
less coincided with the domestica-
tion of certain animals.

About 10,000 years ago, socie-
ties began to produce staple grain 
crops and to settle in one place 
and build permanent dwellings. 
It is in this period that recorded 
history began.

It was mostly the men who 
became responsible for the care 
of the animals, to exchange excess 
products, and who eventually 
claimed ownership of these prod-
ucts. These men thereby materially 
benefited from their exchange.

This growth in production, in 
turn, created the need for a larger 
workforce to care for larger groups 
of domesticated animals and to 
satisfy the growing needs of the 
community.

This led to warfare between 
tribes and villages – usually con-
ducted by the men – to acquire an 
increased workforce who were ini-
tially slaves. This led to the creation 
of a small slave-owning section of 
society: This was the first division 
of society into classes. From that 
time on, the history of societies 
is associated with a division into 
classes and the conflict between the 
different interests of these classes 
– the class struggle. 

Slave and slave owning societies 
grew into powerful hierarchies, as in 
ancient Egypt which was dominated 
for thousands of years by Pharaohs, 
the priests who held sway over 
the artisans and tradesmen and, 
beneath them, the slaves, who were 
considered not as human beings, 
but as property.

In ancient Roman society, cer-
tain families of the privileged sena-
torial upper class, and knights who 
were members of the equestrian 
order, became the ruling class, as 

against the plebeians or common 
people and slave classes.

The revolt of the slaves in 
Rome, led by Spartacus, was one 
of the early demonstrations of class 
struggle.

By this time, the direct exchange 
of goods and services was mainly 
achieved by the use of money which 
had an agreed value for the pur-
chase of goods. Money arose from 
the elementary or accidental form of 
value, in which a given quantity of 
one product is exchanged for a given 
quantity of another and ending with 
the money form of value when gold 
becomes the universal equivalent 
of all products.

By the Middle Ages, the devel-
opment of production required new 
classes and a workforce with greater 
freedoms, that is, a labourer “free” 
to sell his labour power (slaves 
were not paid) in the more complex 
manufacture of goods. Even at this 
time, the production of goods was 
very limited and primitive, and took 
place mainly in households. Agri-
culture remained the predominant 
form of work.

Vassals – the holders of land 
by rental from the feudal lords – 
made payments to their masters 
in grain or money as payment of 
rent. There were also guild masters, 
journeymen apprentices and serfs. 
The latter were little better than 
slaves who worked on the land of 
the feudal lords.

The feudal system brought the 
first monopolisation of production 
skills in the form of closed guilds. 
But this did not satisfy the growing 
wants of new markets. As Marx 
wrote:

“The small holding of the peas-
ant is now only the pretext that 
allows the capitalist to draw prof-
its, interest, and rent from the soil, 
while leaving it to the tiller of the 
soil itself to see how he can extract 
his wages.” 

The manufacturing system of 
the rising middle class – the future 
capitalist class, the bourgeoisie – 
with its division of labour, gradually 
became predominant.

England, France, Spain, and 
Portugal in the first place, built 
large merchant fleets and war-
ships to open up new colonies for 
exploitation. Markets grew and 
demand kept rising until the then 
existing production processes no 
longer sufficed. The invention of 
the steam engine to drive machinery 
revolutionised industry, initially in 
the textile mills of England.

By the 18th century, the new 
capitalist class had all but tri-
umphed over the feudal classes in 
a struggle mirroring previous his-
torical clashes, which have ended in 
either a revolutionary reconstitution 
of society, or the common ruin of 
contending classes.

Manufacturing was converted 
into modern industry, and the 
industrial middle class evolved into 
the dominant industrial class. This 
dominant industrial class partly 

makes up the modern bourgeoisie, 
or capitalist class, of today.

PRODUCTION AND 
MONOPOLIES

The capitalists, who are small 
in number compared to the general 
population, own the means of pro-
duction, (the machines, warehouses 
and the sources of raw materials), 
while employing and exploiting 
wage labour – the working class 
– which does not own any part of 
the means of production nor the 
finished goods that their labour 
creates.

Production had become social 
– most goods are produced in enter-
prises which employ perhaps hun-
dreds, even thousands of workers.

This created the contradiction 
between the social nature of pro-
duction involving the masses of 
workers, and the private ownership 
of the means of production and the 
goods produced.

To accumulate the necessary 
capital to construct the huge assem-
bly of machines now needed to 
manufacture goods, a stock market 
was created. The buying and selling 
of shares by which capital is chan-
nelled to the most profitable areas 
of development became a feature 
of capitalism.

The development of huge 
monopolies which today span many 
countries (globalisation) also saw a 
shift from the small-scale produc-
tion of commodities to financial 
speculation by banks, insurance 
companies and the buying and 

selling of stocks and shares on 
stock exchanges.

Finance capital now predom-
inates over industrial capital. 
Speculative “futures” markets and 
“derivatives” markets were devel-
oped while enormous scientific and 
technological changes took place.

FINANCE
The meaning of the term ‘finan-

cial capitalism’ goes beyond the 
importance of financial interme-
diation in the modern capitalist 
economy. It also encompasses the 
significant influence of the wealth 
holders on the political process and 
the aims of economic policy. 

The 21st century predominance 
of finance capital has led to a pref-
erence for speculation – Casino 
Capitalism – over investment for 
entrepreneurial growth in the global 
economy, and the transformation 
of competitive and pluralistic ‘lib-
eral capitalism’ into monopolistic 
‘finance capital.’

Lenin concluded of the banks at 
that time that they were “the chief 
nerve centres of the whole capitalist 
system of national economy”: The 
Comintern in 1934, characterised 
fascism in power as  “the open 
terrorist dictatorship of the most 
reactionary, chauvinistic and mili-
taristic elements of finance capital.”

The gulf between the rich 
minority and huge numbers of the 
world’s poor grew ever wider.

Capitalism periodically spawns 
recessions and depressions. During 
production slumps, industries are 
bankrupted and workers sacked. 

While these events and pro-
longed falls on the stock market 
are affected by such factors as 
“consumer confidence,” wars, the 
confidence or otherwise of business 
leaders, these are not the prime 
cause of depressions.

BOOM AND BUST
Recessions and depressions 

have occurred fairly regularly since 
the 1840s. Australia suffered severe 
recessions in the 1890s, while a 
world-wide depression occurred in 
the 1930s. There were recessions 
in the 1970s and 1980s, right up to 
today’s crisis.

With the emergence of the 
transnational corporations over the 
last 50 years the major capitalist 
powers have organised themselves 
into several global organisations; 
the G8 made up of the largest 
industrial countries, World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank and the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) all implement 
the policies demanded by the big 
industrial countries.

Capitalism, rather than solving 
the problems facing the people of 
the world, is intensifying them. 

As Marx noted – “Capitalist 
production ... develops technol-
ogy, and the combining together 
of various processes into a social 
whole, only by sapping the original 
sources of all wealth – the soil and 
the labourer.”  

Abolition of feudalism, 4 August 1789 (Monument to the Republic). Photo: Teofilo – wikimedia.org (BY-SA 2.0)

Slavery, feudalism and  
the crisis of capitalism

Capitalism spawns  
recessions and depressions.



Guardian� 20 October 2025   9

Eric Brown

Anti-imperialist youth in Malaysia are 
ramping up demonstrations aimed at 
US and Israeli foreign policy in antic-
ipation of President Donald Trump’s 
attendance at the 46th Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Summit with Dialogue Partners to be 
held in the capital city of Kuala Lum-
pur this October. 

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him recently dismissed calls to disinvite 
Trump on the basis of US support for Israel’s 
ongoing genocide of Palestinians in Gaza. 
Anwar has instead stuck to messaging that, 
as this year’s chair of ASEAN, Malaysia and 
the association are in a unique position 
to pressure Trump on Gaza and navigate 
a more favourable trade arrangement for 
ASEAN’s member states, which have been 
targets of the Trump regime’s retaliatory 
tariff policies.

Malaysia does not formally recognise 
Israel. The government reaffirmed that posi-
tion in a statement on the recent detention 
and release of Malaysian activists participat-
ing in the Global Sumud Flotilla:

“While the flotilla was prevented from 
reaching Gaza, the mission succeeded in 
raising further international awareness 
about the illegal blockade by the Israeli 
Zionist regime. Participation in the mission 
reaffirmed the commitment of Malaysians 
in standing for the Palestinian cause and 
in strongly opposing the ongoing genocide, 
starvation, tragic humanitarian catastrophe, 
and destruction in Gaza.”

Anwar insists that economic blocs such 
as ASEAN and the Gulf Cooperation Council 
can take action against Israel’s slaughter.

Since 1967 ASEAN has grown from the 
founding members of Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand 
to today include Brunei, Vietnam, Laos, 
Myanmar, and Cambodia. Described by 
the US as a bulwark against the expansion 
of communism in Asia, ASEAN’s founding 
must be understood in the background of 
mid-20th-century Western anti-communism 
and Global South decolonisation. 

The 1960s were a monumental decade 
for each of these countries. 

Indonesia’s President Sukarno was over-
thrown in a CIA-facilitated military coup, 
leading to the murder of upwards of one 
million communists and allies, a strategy 
today known as “the Jakarta method.” 

Malaysia was created from the former 
British colonies of Malaya, Sarawak, and 
North Borneo (Sabah) in a maneuver to 
appease decolonial sentiments at home and 
abroad while installing a friendly Malay gov-
ernment more than willing to assist in the 
British anti-communist crusades dubbed 
the “Malayan Emergencies.” 

Disunity between the two young coun-
tries was stoked in the Konfrontasi standoff 
in Borneo, in which a nationalist Indone-
sian aspiration to unite the whole Malay 
Archipelago by its shared history of culture 
and colonial subjugation was rejected by  
anti-communist Malaysian officialdom. 

The former British naval outpost of Sin-
gapore was originally included in the 1963 
formation of Malaysia but left two years later. 
Brunei opted not to join the new Malaysian 
state but did eventually become an ASEAN 
member.

In 1965, Filipino dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos gained power, inspiring decades of 
communist and Islamic strife and struggle 
against his rule. Thailand during this time 
was, of course, a valuable ally to the United 
States in its war on Vietnam. 

ASEAN states which were then socialist 
and/or antagonistic to the US – Vietnam, 
Laos, Cambodia, and Myanmar (then Burma) 

– only joined after the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union in 1991.

As for the upcoming summit, Malaysians 
(and other ASEAN peoples, for that matter) 
have many reasons to decry Trump’s visit. 
There are the collaborationist histories of 
many of the association’s founding member 
states in service of British and US imperialism 
and neoliberalism, and their people’s ongo-
ing victimisation by colonial and neocolonial 
relations and contemporary US economic 
policies, which have sent ASEAN states 
scrambling to salvage their trade. 

While many Muslim Malaysians are 
inspired by the Islamic concept of Ummah 
– that all Muslims are united by faith above 
all else – there also exists a general senti-
ment opposing Western intervention in and 
attempts to dominate the Global South. 

A number of organisations in Malaysia 
that began as Palestine solidarity groups 
– such as GEGAR, or Gerakan Gabungan 
Anti-Imperialis (Joint Anti-Imperialist 
Movement) – extend their analysis and action 
beyond the particular issue of genocide in 
Gaza and assert that imperialism – espe-
cially US imperialism – is the root of such 
egregious crimes against humanity. 

In the spirit of the university encamp-
ments across the United States and Europe 

in the early days of this genocide, GEGAR’s 
“Gegar Amerika” (“Shake America”) initi-
ative organised encampments, sit-ins, and 
petitions aimed at the US embassy in Kuala 
Lumpur to “pressure the United States of 
America, [condemn] US imperialism and 
US interventionist aggression across the 
Global South” and “demand an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza and to halt all weapons 
sales to Israel.”

With Trump’s attendance at the 46th 
ASEAN Summit with Dialogue Partners 
looming at the end of the month, GEGAR 
and other groups are getting ready for major 
demonstrations. 

GEGAR is calling for an end to Malay-
sian military cooperation with the United 
States in the Pacific Fleet’s Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) Exercise and Malaysia’s Exercise 
Keris Strike, a reduction in foreign direct 
investment and loans, a boycott of weapons 
manufacturers and mercenary contractors 
profiting from genocide, the expulsion of 
US Ambassador Edgard Kagan and MAGA 
nominee Nick Adams, and an acceleration 
toward a just energy transition. 

The message is clear from the United 
States to Malaysia: US fascism has got to go.
People’s World  

Protesters near the US Embassy in Jalan Tun Razak, Kuala Lumpur showing their solidarity for the Palestinians. Photo: NSTPSADIQ SANI

Trump not welcome: Malaysians 
call for ASEAN summit protests

Spain’s Congress has urged the 
government of Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez to grant insti-
tutional and legal recognition 
to the country’s last surviv-
ing anti-Franco guerrillas as 
“combatants for freedom and 
democracy.”

A majority in the lower house’s 
Constitutional Committee approved 
the proposal, introduced by the 
parliamentary group of the Catalan 
pro-independence left-wing party 
Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya 
(ERC). The motion passed despite 
opposition from the far-right Vox 
party and the conservative Popu-
lar Party (PP), which criticised the 
move as an attempt to portray the 
anti-Franco resistance as a “heroic 
movement.”

The parliamentary initiative 
calls for granting Francisco Mar-
tinez Lopez, 100, and Esperanza 
Martinez Garcia, 98, Spain’s highest 
civil and honorary distinction and 
for studying measures to ensure 
they live with dignity. The Congress 

also urged the government to com-
pile all existing documentation 
about these fighters into a historical 
archive and to promote awareness 
of those who resisted fascism.

The surviving guerrillas recently 
spoke with the EFE news agency-
about their youth spent in hiding 
and affirmed the importance of 
honouring the men and women 
who fought for freedom.

Speaking on behalf of ERC, 
lawmaker Francesc Marc Alvaro 
praised the “commitment, courage 
and generosity” of the “Maquis” – 
as the anti-Franco fighters were 
known – who kept fighting when 
others had surrendered. He stressed 
the importance of preserving their 
memory amid the resurgence of 
“old and new fascist ideas.”

Socialist Party spokesperson 
Rafaela Romero said recognising 
the Maquis represents “a historic 
act of reparation” for those who 
remained “on the right side of his-
tory,” including the many silenced 
women of the resistance.

Gerardo Pisarello, a spokes-
person for the left-wing Sumar 
movement, agreed on the need 
for younger generations to learn 
about them, “as imitators of Hitler, 
Mussolini, and Franco seek to roam 
freely once again.”

The Catalan independence 
group Junts called for remember-
ing another living resistor, Joan 
Busquets i Verges, a trade unionist 
and anti-Franco activist residing in 
France’s Normandy region, and for 
acknowledging the role of anarchist 
Maquis in the struggle as well.

TURNING POINT
Between 1936 and 1939, the 

Spanish Civil War was a brutal 
conflict that erupted after a military 
uprising led by General Francisco 
Franco and other right-wing officers 
against Spain’s democratically 
elected Second Republic.

The war polarised the country 
between the Nationalists – com-
posed of conservatives, monar-
chists, fascists, and much of the 

military and Catholic hierarchy – 
and the Republicans, a coalition of 
left-wing parties, workers, socialists, 
communists, and anarchists.

The conflict quickly became 
a proxy war within the broader 
ideological struggle between fas-
cism and democracy in Europe, 
as Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy 
supported Franco, while the Soviet 
Union and international volunteer 
brigades aided the Republicans.

Franco’s victory in 1939 estab-
lished a dictatorship that lasted 
until his death in 1975. Under Fran-
coism, Spain became a one-party 
authoritarian state characterised 
by political repression, censorship, 
and the suppression of regional 
identities such as the Catalan and 
Basque cultures.

Thousands of former Republi-
cans were imprisoned, executed, or 
forced into exile. Franco’s regime 
sought to rebuild Spain on con-
servative, Catholic, and nationalist 
foundations, erasing the reforms 
and pluralism of the Republic. The 

state controlled education, media, 
and unions, and dissent was bru-
tally punished by the secret police 
and military courts.

The fight against Francoism 
continued both inside and outside 
Spain throughout the dictatorship. 
In exile, Republicans and leftist 
groups maintained opposition 
movements, while within Spain, 
underground networks, student 
movements, and later labor unions 
resisted repression, especially from 
the 1950s onward.

The international community’s 
isolation of Franco’s Spain gradually 
weakened after World War II, but 
internal dissent and the regime’s 
inability to fully modernise Span-
ish society contributed to its slow 
erosion.

Franco’s death in 1975 marked 
the beginning of Spain’s transition 
to democracy, a process that sought 
to reconcile the country’s divided 
past while dismantling the rem-
nants of Francoist rule.
Telesur  

Spain: Call to recognise resistance fighters
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Asian Australians are playing a 
significant but under-recognised 
role in shaping cinema in Australia 
– in front of and behind the cam-
era. Their contributions stretch 
from the exploitation and action 
films of the 1970s to recent inde-
pendent productions that blend 
cultural identity with martial arts 
choreography. As an expression of 
multiculturalism, they embody, 
challenge, and celebrate Austral-
ia’s diverse cultural landscape 
through martial arts cinema.

Australian martial arts cinema has 
become a symbol of multicultural cre-
ativity, merging Eastern martial disci-
pline, filial loyalty, respect, and spiritual 
practice with Western cinematic genres, 
such as buddy-cop comedy, crime thriller, 
and suburban satire. 

Notable Asian Australian filmmakers 
include Maria Tran, Adrian Castro, and 
Lawrence Leung, who use martial arts to 
visualise a new cultural hybridity. Fight 
scenes are a metaphor for negotiating 
identity in a society still shaped by post-
colonial and racial tensions. Maria Tran’s 
work expands multiculturalism beyond 
ethnicity to include gendered identity. 

Her heroines are fighters, mothers, 
and migrants, embodying the struggle 
for self-definition in a society that stere-
otypes both women and Asians. Tran’s 
films invite intersectional readings of 
race, gender, and class. The diversity of 
her cast and crew reflects Australia’s mul-
ticulturalism as a collaborative creation.

Australian action cinema of the 
1970s to 1990s cast Asian characters 
as exotic villains or mystical mentors. 
In sharp contrast, contemporary Asian 
Australian martial arts films reclaim 
that space, such as Hit Girls (2015) and 
Echo  8 (2023), in which women of colour 
lead the action. Women are no longer 
sidekicks but heroes navigating moral 
complexity, workplace inequality, and 
diaspora trauma. Tran’s characters bal-
ance violence with emotional restraint, 
echoing both Confucian and Australian 
egalitarian values.

Most Asian Australian martial arts 
films are made in Western Sydney, a 
region that is highly ethnically diverse. 
For filmmakers like Maria Tran, this 
streetscape is the heart of multicultural 
storytelling. Her studio, Phoenix Eye 
Films, operates as a community hub, 
training local youth in martial arts, 
acting, and film production. Productions 
like Tiger Cops (2014-16) and Echo  8 
(2023) integrate local accents, slang, and 
subculture to blend Hong Kong action 
choreography with Australian realism.

Martial Arts films operate as a shared 
language across ethnic lines, where 
physical discipline transcends spoken 
language barriers. They are a meta-
phor for harmony, reconciling multiple 
identities through control, balance, and 
moral clarity. Martial arts cinema is a 
philosophical statement of multicultural 
coexistence. Their films offer a coun-
ter-narrative to Anglo-centric imagery. 

These filmmakers operate outside 
mainstream funding structures such as 
Screen Australia, succeeding through 

community networks, social media, and 
self-production models. As a grassroots 
multicultural achievement, they show 
that cultural representation can thrive 
independently. 

Echo 8, directed by Maria Tran is 
the first feature-length Asian Australian 
female-led action film. It was a commu-
nity-funded production through Phoenix 
Eye Films. The short Hit Girls (2015, 
dir. Maria Tran and Adrian Castro) is 
about two female assassins torn between 
duty and friendship. Shot in Sydney it 
was a festival hit, praised for its strong 
choreography and Asian Australian 
female leads. The comedy web series 
Tiger Cops (2014–2016, dir. Maria Tran 
and Adrian Castro) is a satirical homage 
to 1980s Hong Kong action cinema in 
which two multicultural cops use martial 
arts to fight crime. 

Asian Australian martial arts cinema 
represents a distinct Australian martial 
arts movement driven by Asian dias-
pora voices. They mix Hong Kong fight 
aesthetics with Australian multicultural 
storytelling, showing that martial arts 
cinema can express identity, humour, 
and community pride. Their storytelling 
merge diasporic memory, hybrid aesthet-
ics, and collective empowerment. This 
home-grown cinema is visual proof that 
Australian identity is plural, kinetic, and 
proudly diverse. These films stand as 
an expression of the success of modern 
Australian multiculturalism as creative, 
dynamic and self-defined.  

Asian-Australian  
martial arts cinema

Reviewer: Jenny Farrell

Literature often offers per-
spectives on history ignored 
by mainstream narratives. 
Crime writing in particular 
has long been used to explore 
working-class lives. It is acces-
sible, popular, and frequently 
chosen by writers who want 
to speak to marginalised com-
munities excluded from Estab-
lishment culture.

Into this tradition comes Jack 
Byrne. Born in Liverpool to a 
Wicklow father, part of post-war 
Irish migration, Byrne embodies a 
layered cultural identity: English, 
Irish, and Scouse. Growing up on a 
Speke council estate gave him first-
hand experience of working-class 
realities.

A profound family tragedy 
in 1975 forever shaped him: his 
brother Peter, serving in the British 
army, died by suicide in Derry. This 
silenced talk of Ireland at home 
but cemented within Byrne the 
fracture between class, nation, and 
survival. Influenced by the miners’ 
strikes, The Ragged Trousered 
Philanthropists, and The Commu-
nist Manifesto, he found political 
grounding in class. The Irish con-
nection endured, eventually finding 
its outlet in his writing.

Byrne’s first success was the 
Liverpool Mystery Series (2021-
23), following Vinny Connolly 
through decades of history between 
Liverpool and Ireland. Exploring 

strikes, sectarianism, collusion 
and the IRA, the fast-paced trilogy 
used multiple viewpoints to connect 
personal lives with wider political 
conflicts.

His latest work, Burning Down 
The House (2025), begins a new 
trilogy, The Red Detective. Here, 
Vinny recedes while his son Charlie 
Connolly becomes central, pulled 
unwillingly into politics: racism, 
climate change, Christian funda-
mentalism, and police violence 
against protesters.

Politically charged and morally 
complex, the novel dissects fanati-
cism, abuse, systemic failure, and 
historical trauma through the story 
of a police custody death. Byrne 
insists that present tragedies can 
only be understood by unearthing 
their historical roots.

The narrative pivots on Mat-
thew Whitney, a charismatic climate 
activist whose death in custody 
sets events in motion. Byrne gives 
Matt’s speeches a fierce urgency. 
At one meeting, Matt denounces 
“slacktivism,” arguing it only dis-
tracts from those truly responsible 
for planetary destruction: “The oil 
industry, the aviation industry, 
the arms industry ... these people 
laugh at you. All your reusable bags, 
compost heaps, and rechargeable 
batteries are individual diversions 
from tackling the real problem of 
who controls society.”

His critique also targets the 
tendency to blame the global 
South rather than Western 

overconsumption: “It is always the 
growth of Asian, Indian, or African 
humanity that threatens the globe. 
Or threatens ‘our’ borders, ‘our’ 
civilisation, ‘our’ comfort.”

Matt’s philosophy is of col-
lective, proactive solidarity. His 
warning — the world is burning — 
becomes the novel’s title and motif: 
both literal, in the climate crisis and 
metaphorical, for interconnected 
injustices. Emma, recognising his 
vision, insists: “We need you, Matt. 
We need someone with fresh ideas, 
not afraid to challenge things.”

Burning Down the House 
makes the case that these fires are 
inseparable. The fire of climate 
change is fuelled by the same 
forces sustaining racist violence, 
the fire consuming refugees in 
the Channel, and the fire under 
which Palestinians suffer. Byrne, 
through his characters, connects 
these struggles as symptoms of a 
single burning house.

In the tradition of working-class 
crime writing, Byrne offers more 
than mystery: he asks urgent ques-
tions about power, justice, and 
resistance. Like his earlier works, 
Burning Down The House insists 
that the past is not past but the fuel 
for today’s fires. Literature here 
becomes not only storytelling, but 
a vital tool for confronting burning 
questions of our time. Byrne wields 
it with clarity and passion.
Morning Star  

Crime/Thrillers Review

Burning Down the House
by Jack Byrne

Solutions to Crossword
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Across
3	 �Cooma – Coombah on Snowy Mountains Hwy

6	 �Tumut – mountain town and river

8	 �Nambuca – heads

10	 �Adelaide – Tarndanya, Kaurna land

11	 �Wyong – NSW Pacific Highway Town

13	 �Geelong – Diljang, means ‘peninsula’

15	 �Yarra – Naarm’s river

16	 �Brisbane – Meanjin, northern capital

18	 �Perth – Boorloo, Noongar land

Down
1	 �Bega – Famous for cheese

2	 �Moama – Across the Murray from Echuca

3	 �Leura – Blue Mountains resort

5	 �Eucla – ‘Yinculer’ on the Eyre Highway

7	 �Gundagain – Dog, tuckerbox, you know the drill

9	 Sydney – Gadigal land

14	 �Moree – NSW Central Coast town  
(Not ‘More’. Apologies for the mistake)

17	 �Berri – ‘Bery bery’, a juice town
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“Imagine the people of this 
country believe they are living in 
a democracy. They believe in their 
freedom.” 

David Tennant’s voiceover goes 
on to tell us that the people are 
wrong because they don’t know 
how everyday the power that con-
nects the media and the British 
establishment has become. Then 
Tennant calls himself over-dra-
matic and deletes the words 
we’ve just heard, now on his 
word-processor, and we’re away. 

It seems forever ago that Rupert 
Murdoch’s News Corp closed its 
tabloid The News of the World in 
response to a hacking scandal. News 
had been practicing phone hacking 
on an industrial scale. Victims of the 
2005 London bombings, relatives of 
deceased soldiers, the royal family, 
celebrities; nobody was immune. The 
phone of a murdered schoolgirl was 
hacked, giving her family false hope 
that she was still alive. 

Rupert Murdoch admitted at a 
parliamentary inquiry that there had 
been a cover-up in his organisation. 
The committee found that he had 
“exhibited wilful blindness” to what 
was going on. Despite Murdoch’s 
public contrition, a secret tape later 
came out in which he described the 
hacking as just part of Fleet Street’s 
culture. 

More than a decade later, Mur-
doch’s papers are still influential in 
Australia, the UK and the US. His Fox 
TV network pours poison into the ears 
and eyes of the US. 

It’s true that Murdoch’s papers 
aren’t the power they used to be and 
one of the most endearing things 
about former Victorian Premier Daniel 
Andrews was the way he seemed to pay 
no attention to frothing in the local 
Murdoch rag, the Herald-Sun. It’s not 
much consolation. You couldn’t really 
say News faced a whole lot of conse-
quences. Andrews probably ignored 

News because he knew he could, not 
because the hacking scandal had made 
any difference.

Since Murdoch is still grimly pow-
erful,  a drama about how he faced 
some consequences seems like a good 
idea. The Hack is the story of how 
British reporter Nick Davies pressed 
on after being told that the hacking 
had been the work of a couple of bad 
apples in News International. 

David Tennant does a riveting 
job as Davies, driven, but plagued by 
difficult relations with his teenage 
kids, and memories of being abused 
by authority figures as a child. The 
somewhat heavy-handed message is 
that Davies was motivated by seeing 
power abused. This is compelling as 
drama, but annoying in terms of the 
whole show – do you have to be per-
sonally bullied to see the thuggish way 
News operates as a bad thing? 

The personal is always part of 
the political, but the political can’t be 
reduced to just people having the right 
feelings at the right time. The hacking 
happened for a reason, part of the 
Murdoch empire’s pursuit of power. 

Toby Jones plays Davies’ editor, 
Alan Rushbridger. Initially this is 
distracting. Apart from wearing the 
same Harry Potterish glasses that 
Rushbridger always wears, Jones 
looks nothing like him. Then again 
Jones is a terrific actor, and after one 
episode of The Hack, I’d be happy to 
see him as Bill Clinton or Julia Gillard. 
In the tradition of grizzled but decent 
editors, Rushbridger has to balance 
the story Davies is revealing with the 
possibility that Murdoch legal action 
could destroy the British Guardian if 
Davies gets the story wrong. 

The show races along, led by 
Tenant who does a lot of breaking 
the fourth wall and talking directly 
to the audience. The show has a bit of 
fun with this, with Tennant stopping 
the action to talk about choices the 
producers have made. 

Compelling and important, The 
Hack gets eight red stars out of ten.
The Hack is now streaming on Stan  

The Hack

Alan Marino

Who would like to spend a few hours 
in a tiny community with a dark racist 
past in the middle of a forest some-
where? If your answer to this question 
is “me!”, have I got the show for you.

I’m talking about Mystery Road. It’s not 
so much “Have I got the show for you” as 
“Have I got the franchise/universe for you.” 
This neo-noir/Western production has so 
far clocked up two movies, two TV series 
and two series-worth of a prequel, which 
is where this review comes in. I came in at 
the end of all this, starting with the second 
series of the prequel.

The first selling point is that the scenery 
and landscape are fantastic; you could just 
about watch Mystery Road with the sound 
off. The photography is brilliant and does a 
lot of the work for the actors. 

Not so hot is the fact that the photogra-
phy and scenery need to do a lot of the work 
because the script can be a bit by-the-num-
bers. It’s not exactly Neighbours-level ‘just 
reading the lines,’ but there are moments 
where it comes close. 

Our hero, Mark Coles Smith, playing a 
young version of Aaron Pedersen’s character 
Jay, is a cop living in a caravan park in the 
small town of Trees. It’s not really called 
Trees, but we see so many of the things it 
might as well be. The town is blessed with 
locals who look at him suspiciously, a griz-
zled cop who spends all her time in the pub 
because “we do things differently here,” and 

a hospital where his partner Mary works. The 
hospital seems to be where the town keeps 
all its niceness at first, full of friendly staff 
who like to tell Mary how good looking Jay is. 

The hospital is also a good place to keep 
the part of the sinister past that relates to 
the Stolen Generation and there’s a kind 
nun who knows a lot about Mary’s mother. 
In true noir fashion, the nun just drops a 
few hints, which in my experience is a good 
way to not survive until the end in a show 
like this.

There are plenty of Indigenous charac-
ters who know a bit about mysterious dis-
appearances of children and about Mary’s 
mum’s life in the town. 

As far as noir stories go, Mystery Road 
runs on rails, and is as predictable as ‘cosy 
crime’ stories like Midsomer Murders or 
Death in Paradise, but the Indigenous-re-
lated plot absolutely saves it. Just as the 
movie Australia was a giant ball of corn, 
but put the Stolen Generation on the big 
screen, the relations between Aboriginal 
characters and their situation in Mystery 
Road are deeply felt and authentic. Where 
that part of the story is predictable, it’s 
predictable because it’s true.

So if you’re looking for some noir and 
you want a series Australians can relate to, 
check it out. 

Seven red stars.
Mystery Road is streaming on ABC iView  

Mystery Road, Origins 2

Photo: ABC
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Robert Griffiths
General Secretary of  
the Communist Party of Britain
Raid Jahid Fahmi has none of the 
self-important air we expect from 
long-standing politicians who have 
held high office.

General secretary of the Iraqi Communist 
Party (ICP) since 2016, he served as minister 
of science and technology in the Iraqi gov-
ernment of national unity that rose from the 
ashes of the US-British invasion and over-
throw of the Saddam dictatorship in 2003.

The invasion had been denounced by 
Fahmi and the ICP, although Saddam’s 
Ba’athist regime had slaughtered thousands 
of communists during its bloody reign.

I met comrade Fahmi in the Mandela 
Room at Ruskin House recently, along with 
Iraqi CP central committee member Salam 
Ali and the Communist Party of Britain’s 
women’s organiser, Carol Stavris, and indus-
trial organiser, Alex Gordon.

Our distinguished guest immediately 
recognised the name of Idris Cox when I 
mentioned the former international secretary 
of the CPGB in the 1950s and ’60s. 

Cox had taken a special interest in Iraq, 
writing articles and pamphlets condemn-
ing the terrorist campaign that preceded 
the Ba’athist coup against the progressive, 
pro-Soviet regime of Abdul-Karim Qasim 
in 1963, and defending the government’s 
nationalisation of the country’s oil industry 
in 1972. 

“Idris Cox and Britain’s communists 
have a long history of demonstrating their 
solidarity with the people of Iraq, against 
dictatorship and British imperialism,” Fahmi 
remarked. Now that solidarity was desper-
ately needed against genocide in Palestine 
and the slaughter of innocents in Sudan.

“As for the situation in Iraq, it cannot be 
separated from the wider and very dangerous 
context in the Middle East as a whole,” he 
continued, speaking softly but firmly in one 
of his several European languages.

“The genocidal war to liquidate the Pal-
estinian people is part of Netanyahu and 
Trump’s drive to create a Greater Israel, 
which is an issue for the whole region,” Fahmi 
declared. Our discussion took place before US 
President Trump’s 8 October ceasefire deal.

“Like Lebanon and Syria, Iraq is part of 
the same picture,” he added. “It is important 
to understand that the US sees Iraq as else-
where through the lens of Iran.” 

US imperialist strategy includes cutting 
the links between the Iranian regime and its 
allies: Islamist militias and the governments 
in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Palestine. This 
would isolate and thus weaken the Islamic 
fundamentalists in Tehran, assisted by mili-
tary strikes of the kind authorised by Trump 
against Iran’s nuclear facilities on 22 June.

Iraqi communists and progressives are 
wary of Tehran’s influence over politicians 
and militias in Iraq who don’t share the left’s 
perspectives for strengthening civil govern-
ment and a civic state. 

However, Iran and its allies are still 
widely perceived as part of the resistance 
to US and Western imperialism. Hence 
the strong statement issued by the ICP in 
solidarity with the Iranian people – note: 
not the Iranian state power – condemning 
Trump’s unprovoked, illegal anti-nuclear 
strikes last June.

Significantly, though, there have been 
no armed attacks by pro-Iranian militias 
on US military forces inside Iraq during 
the US-Iran-Israel conflict. The vulnerable 
power-sharing coalition in Baghdad needs 
peace, and the clerical regime in Tehran needs 
good relations with the Iraqi government.

For its part, backed by the threat of 
sanctions against Iraq, the US is calling for 
the mostly pro-Iranian popular mobilisation 
forces – up to quarter of a million militia 
members – to be disarmed and disbanded.

Why the systemic vulnerability in 
Baghdad?

In Fahmi’s view, the sectarian nature of 
the power-sharing arrangement between 
majority Shia and minority Sunni factions is 
the “chief source of Iraq’s weakness today.” A 
legacy of US occupation, it “makes the state 
apparatus itself the main domain of conflict,” 
with rival groups striving to increase their 
share of power at the expense of others.

Of course, Fahmi points out, “power-shar-
ing is a classic ploy used by imperialism to 
divide and weaken subject countries and 
peoples.” 

While the 2005 constitution contains 
some progressive elements, he says, sectar-
ian interpretations of power-sharing have 
opened up the Iraqi state apparatus to deep-
seated internal corruption and to external 
influences, not only from Iran but also from 
the US, Turkey and the Arab states. 

“The result is instability, a lack of coher-
ent policies and little or no commitment to 
achieving national objectives on the basis 
of our national identity,” Fahmi remarks, 
more in sorrow than in anger.

“These challenges from within and 
without threaten the identity and unity of 
Iraq,” he argues, “and present a potentially 
explosive problem.”

The Iraqi communists respect religious 
belief but challenge its alignment with politi-
cal parties. They call on left, progressive and 
patriotic forces inside the country to fight for 
far-reaching changes, before very different 
and reactionary changes are imposed from 
outside. 

Who are the forces capable of changing 
society fundamentally for the better?

In 2021, the Iraqi CP boycotted parlia-
mentary elections intended to divide, weaken 
and undermine a popular uprising. A non-sec-
tarian youth movement had emerged across 
much of Iraq, except in Sunni areas and 
Iraqi Kurdistan. With its slogan: “We Want a 
Homeland!” it shook the Shi’ite authorities, 
who suppressed it with the killing of 800 
protesters, compelling Fahmi’s resignation 
from parliament. 

Although the authorities accused the 
rebellion of being under “external influence,” 
this was predominantly a home-grown revolt 
against corruption, unemployment, and poor 
or non-existent public services.

But the young anti-regime forces were 
and are divided on strategy: should they 
place the emphasis on mass struggle on the 
streets or on victories on the electoral front? 
The ICP proposes both, each reinforcing the 
other, provided the elections take place when 
the mass extra-parliamentary movement is 
on the offensive. 

In the run-up to the December 2023 
local elections, opposition forces held 350-
400 rallies, Fahmi recalls, with the Iraqi 
communists strengthening their links with 
numerous groups. Forced to respond, the 
governing coalition promised to create more 
than 800,000 jobs for young people – but 
without any plan to fund them. 

We shall see. 
Possibilities are further limited by the 

fact that “Iraqi oil revenues are held in US 
banks, protected by presidential decree,” 
Fahmi points out, “and therefore vulnerable 
to strangulation and collapse.”

As for the pro-Iran, anti-Daesh (Isis) 
militias nominally under the direction of Iraqi 
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia’ al-Sudani, 
the ICP proposes they be integrated into the 
regular army, itself to be rebuilt and cleansed 
of corruption. 

In the meantime, the ICP and the popu-
lar mobilisation forces are preparing for the 
parliamentary elections on 11 November. He 
has “no illusions” about whether these will 
be fair, if they are not postponed or cancelled 
altogether. 

There is the possibility of a progressive 
outcome, but the dangers of abuses of Iraqi 
state power and outside corruption are very 
real.

Moreover, Iraq’s current constitution 
is clear: only non-military parties may 
contest elections. Yet most progressive and 

reactionary groups have a military as well as 
a political front, the ICP leader points out.

Furthermore, three in five Iraqis don’t 
vote. Many Shi’ites don’t trust the govern-
ing parties, but their solidarity with Iran 
also means they won’t support progressive 
anti-government forces either. Revolution-
ary youth believe Foreign Minister Fuad 
Hussein (in a post allocated to the Kurdish 
Democratic Party) is an ally in the fight 
against corruption. 

All this puts Prime Minister Sudani in 
“a contradictory position.” He needs con-
tinued US support, and the US need him to 
remain in office. Victory for progressive or 
ultra-loyal pro-Iranian forces of any kind 
would not be welcome.

As for the Iraqi communists, they will 
be campaigning to end the presence of US, 
Turkish and all other foreign military forces 
in their country. 

“Whether the US would leave, or simply 
redeploy its two to three thousand troops 
to a more friendly environment in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, we don’t know,” Fahmi remarks.

His party will also be calling for an end 
to the frequent banning of mass demonstra-
tions, as well as for more investment of oil 
revenues in job-creating projects, especially 
for young people.

Fahmi praised the vocal participation of 
women in the protest movement and regret-
ted the religious influence in Iraq’s personal 
status law, expressing his party’s preference 
for full and equal rights in civil law instead.

Some women have been barred from 
standing for election.

“Even so,” Fahmi continued, “women 
have won advances, for example, against 
compulsory headscarves in higher educa-
tion, although curricula include a religious 
content.” 

Returning to the international front, 
he described the situation in Lebanon as 
“delicate.” The Beirut government – itself 
a coalition of different ethnic and religious 
forces – and the pro-Iranian Hezbollah 
movement cannot agree on a plan to disarm 
the latter’s militia and integrate it into the 
state’s regular armed forces.

“A negotiated settlement is badly needed,” 
insists the ICP leader, “otherwise Israel 
could continue to use Hezbollah’s military 
presence as the pretext for further invasion 
and occupation.”

There as elsewhere, Middle East commu-
nist and workers’ parties remain in contact 
with one another despite the obstacles.

The Iraqi and Lebanese parties operate 
openly, and the reunited Jordanian CP is 
now legal. The Tudeh Party remains illegal 
in Iran, and the Syrian Unified CP has been 
banned by the post-Assad transitional gov-
ernment. Communist parties are also active 
in Kuwait and Bahrain, while the Egyptian 
CP has influence in the trade unions.

“We still need much more effective co-or-
dination between communist and workers’ 
parties internationally,” he concluded, upon 
which we were all agreed.
Morning Star  

Raid Jahid Fahmi. Photo: Himanitsmeep – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Iraq’s crisis and the regional 
dangers: a communist view
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The Dominican Republic has 
announced that Cuba, Venezuela, 
and Nicaragua would not be invited 
to the Summit of the Americas in 
December, which it is hosting, due 
to the “current context of political 
polarisation.”

Cuba’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs blamed the decision on the 
“brutal and unilateral pressure” 
from Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio.

Since becoming the US’s top 
diplomat, Rubio has ramped up 
pressure on Cuba, targeting its 
medical cooperation programs and 
other sources of foreign currency. 

In February, he labelled Cuba, Ven-
ezuela, and Nicaragua “enemies of 
humanity.”

The Summit of the Americas 
has been held every three years 
since 1994 by the Organization of 
American States. Cuba was expelled 
from the OAS in 1962, while Vene-
zuela and Nicaragua withdrew from 
the organisation in 2019 and 2021, 
respectively. All three have partic-
ipated in the summit in the past.

The Biden administration also 
refused to invite Cuba to the 2022 
Summit of the Americas in Los 
Angeles, triggering a boycott from 
several Latin American leaders, 

including the presidents of Mexico, 
Bolivia, and Peru.

“It’s difficult to imagine that this 
year’s exclusion of Nicaragua, Ven-
ezuela, and Cuba from the Summit 
will provoke the kind of protest seen 
in 2022,” Francesca Emanuele, an 
expert on the OAS at the Center for 
Economic and Policy Research, 
told Lee Schlenker in an article in 
Responsible Statecraft. “The Trump 
administration’s economic threats 
and coercive measures have spread 
fear throughout the region.”
Belly of the Beast  

HUNGARY: Hungarian Prime Minister Victor Orban accused 
Ukrainian special services of seeking to meddle in the coun-
try’s domestic affairs and supporting the opposition. “The 
Ukrainian intelligence service is not just watching Hungary; it 
has wormed its way in through the pro-Ukrainian Tisza Party. 
They have infiltrated public life and politics, providing techno-
logical assistance to their allies to help them gain power here,” 
he claimed. Earlier Orban also said that Ukraine and EU lead-
ers want the opposition to come to power in Hungary at the 
upcoming parliamentary elections in 2026.

CHINA: China has imposed retaliatory port charges on US 
vessels after the US slapped charges on Chinese vessels. 
“The US actions seriously violate World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) rules, as well as the principle of equity and reciproci-
ty in the China-US Maritime Transport Agreement, and are a 
typical example of unilateral action,” the Chinese Ministry of 
Commerce said in a statement. On 10 October, the Chinese 
Ministry of Transport announced the introduction of a special 
port charge for US vessels. The measures will apply to vessels 
owned or operated by US companies, as well as US-flagged 
and US-built vessels. The Chinese Ministry of Commerce 
warned the US that Chinese authorities would retaliate if the 
US imposed charges on Chinese-built vessels.

SEYCHELLES: The Seychelles election run-off ended with the 
opposition leader’s victory over incumbent president. Patrick 
Herminie, a former parliament speaker and medical doctor, 
won the presidential run-off with 52.7% of the vote. Herminie’s 
United Seychelles won back the majority in parliament, making 
the party’s return to power after leading the country for over 40 
years before the previous president’s win in 2020. In its man-
ifesto campaign, United Seychelles proposed reintroducing 
social support measures; lowering unemployment and intro-
ducing social security retirement benefits.

AFGHANISTAN: Afghanistan and Pakistan exchanged 
cross-border artillery and heavy gunfire on 11 October. Afghan 
forces conducted “retaliatory operations” in response to 
“repeated violations of Afghan’s airspace and strikes carried 
out on Afghan territory by the Pakistani military,” the Taliban 
interim administration stated. The attacks targeting Pakistani 
security outposts along the 2,611-kilometre Durand Line bor-
der were concluded at midnight. Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Iran 
expressed concern over the sudden spike in hostilities, calling 
for “self-restraint.” 

YEMEN: Yemen’s Ansar Allah movement (also known as ‘the 
Houthis’) will stop attacks on Israel and the vessels in the Red 
Sea connected with Israel if the Israeli government complies 
with the agreement on ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, the Houthi 
political office said. “Our military operations will cease if the 
Israeli enemy respects the agreement, but we will continue to 
monitor its implementation,” it was announced.

UN: The United Nations will begin cutting its peacekeeping 
force and operations. A senior UN official said that thousands 
of soldiers will be evacuated from global hotspots in the next 
several months. This follows the slashing of US funding to the 
United Nations. It is estimated that the UN will cut 25% of its 
global peacekeeping force.

INDIA: India is upgrading its technical mission in Kabul to a 
full embassy, India’s foreign minister announced after meeting 
his Afghanistan counterpart in New Delhi. The announcement 
was made during the first high level diplomatic engagement 
since the Taliban came to power in 2021.

NORTH KOREA: Laotian President Thongloun Sisoulith has 
paid an official state visit to the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (DPRK), affirming diplomatic ties and marking sever-
al anniversaries. The visit coincided with the 80th anniversa-
ry of the founding of the Workers Party of Korea and with 60th 
anniversary of the first meeting between Lao revolutionary 
leader Kaysone Phomvihane and DPRK founder Kim Il Sung.

Global Briefs
Cuba banned from 
summit after US 

pressure

An array of North Korean allies arrived on 
Thursday to join in the celebrations including 
Chinese Premier Li Qiang, Dmitry Medvedev, 
the former Russian president who serves as 
deputy head of the country’s security coun-
cil and Vietnam’s Communist Party general 
secretary To Lam.

Ahead of the celebration North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un gave a speech to the Party Founding 
Museum, where he urged his party to eradicate all 
bureaucratic vices, including opportunism and abuse of 
office, according to the Korean Central News Agency.

He said: “Our party will accelerate the advance 
of the revolution, sweeping away all evil practices 

such as ignorance, incompetence, irresponsibility, 
self-protection, formalism and expediency, as well as 
arbitrariness, high-handedness and abuse of power 
which are rejected by the people and cause damage 
to socialism, the practices revealed among officials.

“Only excellent cadres who live with the revolution, 
defend the revolution and lead their work correctly 
to the goals set, persons who are enterprising, heroic 
and staunch enough to brave any difficulties, can lead 
this current era.”

Kim insisted that North Korea is marking the 80th 
anniversary of the party’s founding on the threshold 
of a new era of development and prosperity.  

North Korea celebrates 
the 80th anniversary of the 

Workers’ Party
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A case involving two British men 
accused of spying for China was 
dropped last month for lacking suf-
ficient evidence to “meet the thresh-
old to prosecute.” Yet a blame game 
is brewing.

Some UK lawmakers and government 
officials have put pressure on prosecutors, 
while Director of Public Prosecutions Ste-
phen Parkinson, in a letter to parliamentary 
committees, placed the blame on the govern-
ment, saying that prosecutors had tried “over 
many months” to get the evidence needed to 
proceed with the trial, the government has 
not been forthcoming with evidence.

The principle of the presumption of 
innocence, a foundational legal principle in 
the UK, dictates that if the evidence is insuf-
ficient or unreliable, the accused cannot be 
convicted. However, some British politicians 

seem determined to ignore the UK’s legal 
decision to drop the “China spy” case, never 
considering that this outcome itself proves 
that the so-called “spying for China” allega-
tion is completely unfounded and maliciously 
fabricated. Instead, they blame the “collapse” 
of the case on the UK government’s failure to 
label China as a “threat to national security.” 
Apparently, when the legal decision doesn’t 
align with their expectations, it’s time to start 
questioning its fairness – because who needs 
justice when you have political agendas?

The essence of this blame game is that for 
certain anti-China forces, the pre-established 
“China threat” narrative takes precedence 
over the “sufficient evidence” required by 
law. Their hysterical reaction to this case 
does not arise from any genuine concern 
for national security; rather, it stems from 
the fact that the case’s developments have 

stripped them of a convenient excuse to 
amplify the “China threat.”

“The nature of the incident is political, 
not legal. For some UK politicians, even if 
a conviction cannot be secured, the label of 
‘China threat’ must be politically confirmed,” 
Gao Jian, director of the Center for British 
Studies at Shanghai International Studies 
University, told the Global Times.

This entire farce reveals the strategic 
inertia and anxiety of certain forces in the 
UK. They view China as a “threat” because 
doing so provides them with “reasonable” 
excuses for their irrational anti-China agenda.

In its coverage of the case, the Financial 
Times quoted former UK diplomat Charles 
Parton, who noted that the UK government’s 
refusal to testify that China is “a national 
security threat” in this case has signaled to 
Beijing that “the UK can be bullied.” Those 

who are fixated on the “China threat” nar-
rative should really take heed of advice 
from China’s Foreign Ministry: avoid being 
paranoid.

“Both the Sunak and Starmer govern-
ments have tried to improve relations with 
China. However, certain factions within UK 
politics continue to jeopardise the devel-
opment of bilateral ties due to historical 
prejudices and a Cold War mentality toward 
China. This limits the UK government’s ability 
to maneuver in its China policy,” said Gao.

True security for the UK would be 
better achieved through a clear-eyed and 
evidence-based assessment of its national 
interests, rather than by clinging to a man-
ufactured “China threat” as a convenient 
excuse for domestic political struggles or 
strategic disorientation.
Global Times  

UK: paranoia and the ‘China threat’

One year since the Israeli mil-
itary significantly escalated its 
attacks in Lebanon, Amnesty 
International says that victims 
of violations of international 
law are still awaiting justice 
and reparations. The Lebanese 
government has yet to grant 
the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) the jurisdiction to 
carry out investigations on its 
territory, and many residents 
of towns and villages in south-
ern Lebanon are still unable 
to return to what remains of 
their homes.

On 23 September 2024, one of 
the deadliest days of the conflict, 
Israeli forces launched a series of 
air strikes across Lebanon, calling 
the military operation “Northern 
Arrows.” That day, at least 558 
people, including 50 children, were 
killed, and 1,800 others wounded, 
according to Lebanon’s Ministry 
of Health.

In the ensuing weeks and 
months, entire villages in Lebanon 
were reduced to rubble. Families 
fled under fire and have yet to 
return. Amnesty International doc-
umented how Israeli forces carried 
out unlawful attacks on residential 
buildings, killing and injuring 
civilians, and Israel’s extensive 
destruction in border villages in 
southern Lebanon. These attacks 
and actions must be investigated 
as war crimes.

Kristine Beckerle, Amnesty 
International’s Deputy Regional 
Director for the Middle East and 
North Africa, said, “A year since 
civilians in Lebanon began to pay 
a higher and higher price during 
the conflict, with unlawful and 
deadly attacks across the country 
and extensive destruction all along 
the border, victims of violations of 
international humanitarian law 
have yet to see any form of account-
ability or reparation.

“After the ceasefire, not only 
did the Israeli military prohibit 

people from dozens of villages 
from returning home but contin-
ued to damage and destroy civilian 
property without imperative mil-
itary necessity. Every displaced 
family has the right to go home. 
Israel must immediately allow 
safe return and provide prompt, 
full, and adequate reparations to 
all victims of war crimes and viola-
tions of international humanitarian 
law. Reparations, including in the 
form of compensation, must extend 
beyond individuals to include local 
municipalities, schools, hospitals, 
and other civilian infrastructure 
for damage caused by unlawful 
conduct affecting their premises.

“Meanwhile, the Lebanese gov-
ernment must break the cycle of 
inaction and pursue justice for all 
victims and the suffering inflicted 
upon them. The government must 
urgently grant the ICC jurisdiction 
to investigate and prosecute crimes 
under the Rome Statute committed 
on Lebanese territory since Octo-
ber 2023, including by acceding 
to the Rome Statute. By failing to 
join the ICC, the Lebanese govern-
ment is knowingly blocking a vital 
path towards international justice. 
Authorities must also pursue every 
available legal route to protect 
victims’ and communities’ right to 
reparations, including working with 
the United Nations to establish a 
registrar of damages.

“Lebanon must act swiftly to 
ensure victims have the account-
ability they deserve, while third 
states – especially the United States 
– must immediately suspend all 
arms transfers and other forms of 
military assistance to Israel due 
to the significant risk that these 
weapons could be used to commit 
or facilitate serious violations of 
international law.”

BACKGROUND
Fighting between Hezbollah and 

Israel escalated in October 2023. 
Since then, Amnesty International 

has reported on the fighting’s 
impact on civilians, including 
from the Israeli military’s use of 
white phosphorous, indiscriminate 
simultaneous mass explosions tar-
geting electronic devices, attacks on 
journalists, health facilities, ambu-
lances and paramedics, unlawful 
air strikes against civilians and 
civilian objects, and the extensive 
destruction of Lebanon’s border 
villages, as well as on Hezbollah’s 
repeated firing of unguided rock-
ets into populated civilian areas in 
Israel. Amnesty International has 
called for conduct by both Israel 
and Hezbollah to be investigated 
as war crimes.

Despite a ceasefire deal coming 
into force on 27 November 2024, 

the Israeli military has continued 
to conduct air strikes in southern 
Lebanon, as well as in Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, targeting what 
they describe as Hezbollah military 
locations and personnel. 

Two days after the ceasefire 
announcement, the Israeli military 
prohibited residents from moving 
back to villages located south of a 
line that extended roughly parallel 
to Lebanon’s southern border but 
ranged from 3 to 11 km into Leba-
nese territory and said that “anyone 
who moves south of this line puts 
himself in danger.” 

At least 57 civilians were killed 
while trying to reach villages in 
southern Lebanon during the first 
60 days of ceasefire, according to 

the UN Office of the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 

In 2025, residents of some of 
the border villages told Amnesty 
International that they and others 
had been unable to return home, 
including as their villages fell within 
the area that Israeli authorities had 
prohibited residents from moving 
back to and due to continued Israeli 
attacks. 

On 17 February 2025, the 
Israeli army spokesperson said 
that Israeli forces remained in a 
number of “strategic” locations 
inside Lebanon.
Amnesty International  

 Israel Defence Force operation in Lebanon during the 2023-2024 war.  
Photo: IDF Spokesperson's Unit – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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President Donald Trump has 
hinted that US forces could 
soon move from sea to land 
operations in Venezuela, 
expanding what he called “a 
war on terrorist drug cartels.”

Speaking at a Navy anniversary 
ceremony in Norfolk, Virginia, 
Trump said American forces had 
struck another vessel off Vene-
zuela’s coast allegedly carrying 
narcotics.

“In recent weeks, the Navy has 
supported our mission to blow the 
cartel terrorists the hell out of the 
water ... we did another one last 
night. Now we just can’t find any,” 
he said.

“They’re not coming in by sea 
anymore, so now we’ll have to start 
looking about the land because 
they’ll be forced to go by land.”

According to Washington, at 
least four such strikes have taken 
place in the Caribbean in recent 
weeks, leaving more than 20 people 
dead. Trump also declared mem-
bers of drug cartels to be “unlawful 
combatants,” a label he said allows 
the US to use military force without 
congressional approval.

These remarks mark a sharp 
escalation in Washington’s so-called 
“anti-narcotics” campaign – the 
largest US military operation in the 
region since the 1989 invasion of 
Panama. Officially, it targets drug 
traffickers. In reality, it’s becom-
ing something much larger: a test 
of American dominance in its old 
sphere of influence – and a direct 
challenge to Venezuela.

In September 2025, the United 
States reinforced that campaign 
with a major build-up in the Car-
ibbean: eight warships, a nuclear 
attack submarine, and about 4,500 
troops, including 2,200 Marines. 
The force is backed by F-35 jets 
stationed in Puerto Rico and a fleet 
of maritime-surveillance drones.

Officially, Washington calls it 
a counter-narcotics mission. In 
practice, it is designed to pressure 
Venezuela – the last Latin-Amer-
ican state still openly defying US 
power and the unwritten Monroe 
Doctrine.

MONROE 2.0 
The latest deployment is more 

than a show of force – it’s a signal. 
Two centuries after President James 
Monroe warned European empires 
to stay out of the Americas, Wash-
ington is again drawing red lines 
across the Caribbean. The logic 
hasn’t changed, only the technol-
ogy. Where gunboats once sailed, 
drones now hover; where sugar 
and bananas once defined empire, 
today it’s oil, data, and sea lanes.

The Monroe Doctrine was 
born in 1823 as a defensive ges-
ture from a young republic. Over 
time, it evolved into the foundation 
of US dominance over its “back-
yard.” From Roosevelt’s corollary 
to Reagan’s interventions, every 
generation has reinterpreted the 
doctrine to fit its era. Now Donald 
Trump is reviving it in digital form 
– stripped of the polite language of 
“partnership” or “regional stability.”

As Secretary of War Pete Heg-
seth put it, stability in the Caribbean 

is critical to the security of the 
United States and the continent. 
The region, long treated as Amer-
ica’s moat, is once again becoming 
a forward line of defence – not 
against narcotics, but against influ-
ence from China, Russia, and any 
state bold enough to resist.

In Washington’s new play-
book, the Caribbean is no longer 
a tranquil periphery but a forward 
operating zone – a moat to guard 
against rising powers and a prov-
ing ground for America’s renewed 
confidence. The logic is twofold: 
to prevent China and Russia from 
establishing a foothold, and to reas-
sert US authority after what many 
in Trump’s circle see as decades of 
“strategic drift.”

For Trump, reviving the Monroe 
Doctrine is as much about identity 
as it is about strategy. After years 
of perceived decline – from the 
Afghan withdrawal to frustration 
in the Middle East – reclaiming the 
Caribbean offers a symbolic home-
coming. The empire, in his telling, is 
not expanding; it is simply coming 
back to where it always belonged.

The old doctrine has entered 
its digital age: enforced not by 
Marines storming beaches, but 
by satellites, sanctions, and drone 
patrols. The message, however, is 
the same as it was two hundred 
years ago – America commands, 
the hemisphere obeys.
rt.com (edited for reasons of 
space)  

A woman is set to be Japan’s first female Prime Minister. 
A woman has won the Nobel Peace Prize. Wow! The 
so-called ‘glass ceiling’ is being broken – or so cheer some 
feminists. But should we be cheering? Let’s take a closer 
look at these women who are breaking the glass ceiling and 
the position of women in Australia and capitalist society.

Sanae Takaichi is President of the conservative, ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party in Japan, and likely Prime Minister 
at the time of writing. She does not have women’s interests 
at heart. Far from it, her idol is union-bashing, privatising, 
former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. “Takaichi 
is one of the powerful political opponents to efforts to 
achieve a gender equal Japan and advance women’s 
human rights,” Japanese Communist Party (JCP) Executive 
Committee Chair Tamura Tomoko said.

The JCP warns that Takaichi will cause a serious setback in 
Japan’s politics with the danger of the destruction of social 
welfare programs and people’s livelihoods, the runaway mil-
itary buildup policy, the trampling of the Constitution and 
democracy, as well as the backlash against gender equal-
ity. She visits the Yasukuni Shrine, celebrating its role in 
glorifying Japan’s past war of aggression every year on 15 
August, the anniversary of the end of WW2, as well as on 
other occasions.

Conservative Venezuelan opposition politician María Corina 
Machado won the Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to over-
throw Venezuela’s progressive government and leader 
Nicolás Maduro. In response to the award, Machado said 
the prize was “an impetus to conclude our task: to conquer 
freedom.”

“We are on the threshold of victory and today more than 
ever we count on President Trump, the people of the United 
States, the peoples of Latin America, and the democratic 
nations of the world as our main allies to achieve freedom 
and democracy.” This is at a time when Trump is building 
the US military presence along the coast of Venezuela and 
bombing Venezuelan vessels – illegal acts under interna-
tional law. 

Glass ceilings are broken from time to time. However, when 
such reactionary women are promoted or rewarded, at best 
it sets back the struggle for women’s liberation. Australia 
still has one of the most highly gender-segregated work-
forces of any Western nation. While there have been some 
important gains in female-dominated workforces such as 
significant wage rises for aged care workers, the gender 
pay gap is still far from closed.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ data on average earn-
ings for men and women reveals a whopping $488 gap in 
average weekly earnings. This gap of just over 27% aris-
es in part from the segregated nature of the workforce, but 
also because women are more likely to work part-time, 
experience casual work. They are less likely to be offered 
or be able to do paid overtime.

Women are more likely to be unpaid carers and take more 
time off work to raise a family. Early childhood education 
and care (ECEC) remain unaffordable for women in low 
paid jobs. Reforms are urgently needed to facilitate the 
entry of women to higher paid work, to higher education 
studies, and access to ECEC which should be free and pro-
vided by the not-for-profit public sector.

The struggle for women’s rights and liberation will not be 
won by breaking the glass ceiling under capitalism. Nor will 
equality with men who are also exploited under capitalism 
achieve those aims. Women’s liberation can only be won by 
the united struggle of trade unions and other left and pro-
gressive forces, by men and women fighting to overthrow 
the oppressive and exploitative system of capitalism that 
uses gender as well as race to split the working class.

Half the Sky
Cocaine and 

control: the Monroe 
Doctrine is back

Subscription to  The Guardian
 12 months: $150 (solidarity price)   12 months: $100 (concession)
 6 months: $100 (solidarity price)   6 months: $75 (concession)
 Special offer : 10 issues for $20 (new subscriptions only)

NAME:	 ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________POSTCODE:____________

Pay by   Cheque  Money order  (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
Phone on 02 9699 8844  or  info@cpa.org.au  or  send to:  
Guardian Subscriptions, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
or by credit card:  Mastercard  Visa  *$20 minimum on cards
Card #  _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _
Amount: ________ Expiry Date: ____/____ Date: ________
Signature:________________________________________

Guardian
Editorial Office 

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833 

Email: guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: 
Floyd Kermode

Published by 
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd 

74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, NSW, 2010

Printed by 
Spot Newspapers Pty Ltd 

26 Hume Hwy, 
Chullora, NSW, 2190

Responsibility for electoral comment 
is taken by T Pearson, 

74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, 2010



16   20 October 2025� Guardian

Communist Party of Australia

Head Office (Sydney)
74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, NSW 2010 
phone: 02 9699 8844 
email: info@cpa.org.au

General Secretary
Andrew Irving 
andrew@cpa.org.au

Party President
Vinnie Molina 
president@cpa.org.au
Media � guardian@cpa.org.au 

amr@cpa.org.au

www.cpa.org.au            cpa@cpa.org.au
	 Canberra	 act@cpa.org.au  PO Box 35 Dickson ACT 2602
	 Darwin	 Vinnie Molina  darwin@cpa.org.au 0419 812 872
	 Melbourne	� Andrew Irving  cpavic@cpa.org.au 

Box 3  Trades Hall, Lygon St, Carlton Sth, Vic 3053
	NSW State Comm	 Christian Goopy nsw@cpa.org.au  02 9699 8844 
		  74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
	 Perth	� Elly Hulm  perth@cpa.org.au  0421 113 343 

PO Box 98, North Perth,  WA 6906
	 Qld State Comm	� 0499 476 540  qld@cpa.org.au
	 SA State Comm	� sa@cpa.org.au  0411 805 356  PO Box 56, Royal Park, SA 5014
	 Tasmania	 Andrew Irving  tas@cpa.org.au  03 9639 1550

Trump chooses war  
over diplomacy

Devin B Martinez

On 6 October, US President Donald 
Trump ordered the termination of 
diplomacy with Venezuela. Richard 
Grenell, special presidential envoy, 
was directed by Trump to halt all dip-
lomatic outreach and talks with Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolás Maduro.

The move follows multiple US mis-
sile strikes on boats in the Caribbean Sea. 
Washington claims the operations target 
drug traffickers, but regional leaders and 
legal experts say they are escalating into an 
undeclared war against Venezuela.

CARACAS CALLS 
FOR DIPLOMACY, US 

ABANDONS IT FOR WAR
Grenell had previously been the primary 

negotiator between the two governments 
and was involved in US-Venezuela policy 
decisions in general.

In September, President Maduro sent a 
letter directly to Trump, calling for diplomacy 
and refuting the drug-trafficking accusations 
the White House has levied. He pointed out 
how crucial Grenell’s work had been in over-
coming false reports and misunderstandings 
that had emerged around deportation flights 
from the US.

“This issue was swiftly resolved and 
clarified during discussions with Richard 
Grenell. This channel has functioned flaw-
lessly to date,” the letter said.

Maduro cited UN data demonstrating 
the country’s “impeccable record in the fight 
against international drug trafficking.” 

“This and other matters will always be 
open for direct and frank discussion with 
your special envoy Grenell, so that we can 
overcome media noise and fake news.”

Weeks later, Grenell’s communication 
with Caracas was ceased completely by 
President Trump.

Washington’s total diplomatic disengage-
ment suggests that hardliners like Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio, who have openly 
called for regime change in Venezuela, are 
now freely leading a more aggressive, mil-
itaristic approach toward the most oil-rich 
nation on earth. 

On Thursday, 9 October, Maduro filed 
a complaint with the UN Security Council, 
requesting an emergency session over US 
military actions in the Caribbean.

AIRSTRIKES  
AT SEA

The US military has now carried out 
airstrikes on at least four small boats in the 
Caribbean, raising the reported death toll of 
Washington’s current military aggression in 
the region to 21. Officials say the campaign 
aims to combat alleged drug trafficking but 
have provided no evidence for the claim.

Airstrikes began on 2 September, when 11 
people – later identified as fishermen – were 
killed in a missile strike on the first targeted 
ship off the coast of Venezuela.

Colombian President Gustavo Petro 
recently announced that the fourth bombed 

boat was a Colombian vessel, accusing Trump 
of opening a “war scenario” in the region.

“This is no war against smuggling,” Petro 
said. “It is a war against oil and it must be 
stopped by the world.”

The Trump administration has denied 
Petro’s allegation that the vessel was Colom-
bian, however, an anonymous US official 
confirmed to the New York Times that 
Colombian citizens were on board.

The uncharged, untried, and largely 
unidentified victims of the last month of US 
aggression are accused of being narcotraf-
fickers by the Trump administration.

The US has deployed at least eight war-
ships, a nuclear-powered attack subma-
rine, several P-8 surveillance planes, and 
4,000 military personnel to the waters of 
the Caribbean, as well as F-35 fighter jets 
to Puerto Rico.

The scale and level of aggression, com-
bined with the lack of evidence for drug 
trafficking accusations, has raised ques-
tions about Washington’s true intentions 
with Venezuela. Sources inside the Trump 
administration told NBC News in Septem-
ber, “The goal is to force Maduro to make 
rash decisions that could ultimately lead 
to his ouster – without American boots on 
the ground.”

FAULTY JUSTIFICATION
Legal experts, US lawmakers, and anti-

war groups have asserted that military force 
in international waters is illegal, violating 
both international and US law, bypassing 
due process and law enforcement norms, 
and lacking any clear justification.

In an apparent attempt to provide some 
legal basis for the hostilities, President 
Trump sent a report to Congress declaring 
that the US military is engaged in a “non-in-
ternational armed conflict” with drug cartels 
and has killed “unlawful combatants” in the 
Caribbean.

The president has “designated [cartels] 
as terrorist organisations, and determined 
that their actions constitute an armed attack 

against the United States,” Earl Matthews, the 
Pentagon’s general counsel told lawmakers.

The report sent to Congress is required 
by law whenever US military forces are 
engaged in hostilities, but it doesn’t auto-
matically grant or expand the legal basis for 
a military campaign.

However, Secretary of War Pete Hegseth 
already cited the recent “legal justification” 
by President Trump when pressed about 
the most recent airstrike at sea. “We have 
every authorisation needed,” Hegseth told 
Fox News. “These [cartels] are designated 
as foreign terrorist organisations.”

Although some senators have questioned 
“the legal rationale, the mission itself, and 
the intel surrounding the strikes,” a war 
powers bill that would have limited Trump’s 
power, halting further airstrikes on boats 
without authorisation from Congress, was 
voted down on 9 October.

The White House insists that its “armed 
conflict” is legal and constitutional. Yet 
experts and critics say Trump is waging a 
secret war against undefined enemies, with-
out fully informing Congress or the people 
of the US – who overwhelmingly reject US 
intervention in Venezuela. Polls show that 
only 16% of Americans would support a US 
invasion of the country.

THREATS OF  
LAND STRIKES

Despite widespread opposition, Presi-
dent Trump has openly threatened a direct 
US attack on Venezuela. During an event 
on 5 October at Naval Station Norfolk in 
Virginia, he praised the Navy for how suc-
cessful the missile strikes on alleged drug 
boats have been.

“We’ll have to start looking about the 
land because they’ll be forced to go by land,” 
he said.

The threat came days after NBC News 
reported that US military officials had in fact 
already drawn up plans for drone strikes 
within Venezuelan territory.

VENEZUELA BELONGS 
TO VENEZUELANS, 

DECLARES MADURO
Caracas has attempted to open dialogue 

with special envoy Richard Grenell, President 
Trump himself, and now the UN Security 
Council. Amid its diplomatic efforts, the 
country has also made massive efforts to 
increase its security and defense capabilities.

On 6 October, Maduro announced that 
Venezuelan security forces had foiled a 
“false flag” plot by local extremists to bomb 
the US embassy in Caracas, in an apparent 
attempt to justify US military provocation. 
Maduro assured that his administration 
would reinforce security measures to pro-
tect the embassy “despite all the differences 
we have had with the governments of the 
United States.”

As soon as the US military deployment 
was announced by Marco Rubio in August, 
Venezuela mobilised its 4.5 million members 
of the Bolivarian National Militia. However, 
after enlistment campaigns calling on the 
Venezuelan people to defend the country’s 
sovereignty against US aggression, 8 million 
people signed up to join the militia, raising 
the total size of the force to over 12 million 
civilian combatants, according to the govern-
ment. The country has conducted advanced 
training across the entire territory and the 
Caribbean Sea to consolidate its defense 
forces and prepare for any US attack.

“What they want is war in the Caribbean 
and South America. For a regime change 
to impose a puppet government and steal 
the oil, gas, and gold,” the president of the 
Bolivarian Republic proclaimed during the 
inauguration of a massive hospital in Caracas.

“But we have news for the North Amer-
ican empire,” he continued. “That oil, that 
gas, that gold, this land, and this people will 
continue to belong to Venezuelans. And we 
will never allow our homeland to be violated 
or touched. Never!”
peoplesdispatch.org  

Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro. Photo: Kremlin.ru – wikimedia.org (CC BY 4.0)

“That oil,  
that gas, that 

gold, this land, 
and this people 
will continue to 

belong to 
Venezuelans.”
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