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Australia now has an increasingly 
US-style, two-tier health system – a 
private one with massive co-payments 
that offers genuine primary and other 
health care and an inferior bulk-bill-
ing one churning patients.

The original concept behind Medicare 
was a national health insurance scheme 
that offered universal access to free medi-
cal services through a system of bulk billing 
whereby patients were not required to pay 
an upfront fee for service. Access to public 
hospitals was also free and universal.

The potential of Medicare and the public 
hospital system has not been realised, rather 
there has been deterioration in many areas. 
Public hospitals are short of staff, resources 
and beds. There are shortages of GPs and 
specialists and huge distortions in the geo-
graphic distribution of services, with over-
supply in some areas, and none in others.

The public hospital system has been run 
down and starved of funds and resources, 
resulting in long waiting lists and enormous 
pressures on staff. The contracting out of 
cleaning, laundry, catering, pathology and 
other aspects of the running of hospitals 
has compounded the situation as well as 
adding to costs.

In areas where bulk billing is not avail-
able, standard patients can be up to $70 
or more out of pocket for a 15-20 minute 
consultation. Pensioners can be hit with a 
co-payment of up to $30 or more. An increas-
ing number of children are not receiving 
all-important childhood vaccinations because 
parents cannot afford the co-payments.

UNDERFUNDED
For decades, successive governments – 

Coalition and Labor – have undermined bulk 
billing by cutting Medicare rebates in real 
terms, forcing many GPs to stop bulk billing. 
As a result a lot of patients face hefty co-pay-
ments with no access to bulk-billing GPs.

These savings by the government on 
Medicare are short-sighted, resulting in 
patients putting off seeing a doctor when 
they should and further down the track pre-
senting at over-crowded public emergency 
departments.

The government can find tens of billions 
of dollars to subsidise fossil fuels, hundreds 
of billions of dollars for nuclear submarines, 
missiles and US bases, but continues to 
starve Medicare.

Reforms are needed; no one can argue 
they are not. The question is in which direc-
tion: public or private, free or fee-for service, 
people first or profits first?

The crisis facing the public health system 
does not arise out of the public nature of the 
system. It is the promotion of and diversion 
of public funds to the private, for-profit sector 
that has resulted in the present untenable 
situation. This process has been a conscious 
one on the part of successive governments, 
all intent on privatising health care.

CENTRE CLOSURES
One of Australia’s largest community 

health organisations is set to close three 
of its centres, affecting more than 12,000 
of the most vulnerable Melburnians. The 
failure of the Victorian and federal Labor 
governments to step up with the necessary 
funding is indicative of the underfunding 
and the resulting crisis in public health and 
allied services.

Cohealth has announced that it will 
cease providing GP and other services at its 
Kensington, Fitzroy and Collingwood clinics 

by December due to “significant funding 
challenges.” The 75-year-old Collingwood 
premises are in need of capital investment. 
The building is dilapidated with leaking 
ceilings and cracked walls and will be sold 
in 2026 unless the necessary funding is 
forthcoming.

In addition to GPs the Collingwood clinic 
provides pharmacy services, including opioid 
replacement therapy.

The centres employ 29 GPs, providing 
essential services to homeless, public housing, 
Indigenous, refugee, and other vulnerable 
community members.

Cohealth CEO Nicole Bartholomeusz 
said she was devastated that it needs to close 
three of its general practice clinics.

“We service part of the community who 
will not be able to access care elsewhere,” 
she said. Staff were trying to find other GP 
clinics in the area to treat their patients, but 
many are already at capacity.

“Cohealth GPs have always provided 
extraordinary care, which often includes long 
appointments and thorough case manage-
ment tailored to individual clients. However, 

the funding we receive only provides for 
standard care,” the Collingwood centre said.

“Although there have been changes to 
make Medicare stronger, there haven’t been 
the changes we need to make our GP model 
more sustainable.”

“This decision has not been made lightly 
and comes after extensive advocacy to gov-
ernment and exploring every possible option 
to continue operating. Unfortunately, the 
pressures that led to this decision are beyond 
what we can resolve locally.”

Australian Medical Association Victoria 
president Dr Simon Judkins said, “We will 
see more patients with complex needs pre-
senting to St Vincent’s, the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital and Western Health.”

Judkins said the federal government’s 
Medicare rebates were inadequate for the 
type of care provided by Cohealth. “They 
are not widgets in a product line – this is 
a community with complex needs. It is 
incredibly disappointing that it has got to 
this point,” he said.

Continued on page 2
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Bet on LABD
So you’ve heard about ‘Taco trades’? Taco stands for 

Trump Always Chickens Out. A Taco Trade is when a 
stockbroker bets on US President Donald Trump back-
ing down from one of his melodramatic threats.

Australia has something similar. Perhaps we could 
call it LABD, for Labor Always Backs Down. Where 
Trump is bombastic on tariffs but backs down under 
pressure, the Labor government always backs down 
from good ideas. Too harsh? Let’s look at some 
examples.

Under Bill Shorten, Labor went into an election 
promising to make negative gearing slightly less of a 
rort. They also thought they were on a winner with the 
idea of ending cash refunds for dividend imputation 
(look it up – basically free money if you own shares 
and don’t have taxable income). One narrow election 
loss later and Labor won’t touch either policy with a 
barge pole.

Unfair, you say? That was after they lost an election, 
and everybody knows you can’t do anything if you don’t 
have power. Certainly that’s a Labor mantra.

Well, then, lets look at Labor after they won an 
election with a massive majority. Now that they’ve got 
power, what have they done with it? 

On the environment, the ALP has approved coal 
mine and gas field extensions like there’s no tomorrow. 
They also watered down plans for an environmental 
regulator with some power to keep the West Australian 
government and its donors happy.

On tax, again, Labor has made some of the worst 
business lobbies happy by backing down on plans to put 
higher taxes on very high super balances. The plan was 
to end tax breaks on super balances of over $3 million. 
After a massive media campaign predicated on the right 
of the well-off to use superannuation to make their 
kids rich too, Labor backed down. As economics writer 
Greg Jericho said “The reason why we don’t have free 
dental in Medicare is because we subsidise the inher-
itance of the wealthiest people in Australia.” Treasurer 
Jim Chalmers, asked about dental in Medicare, said 
that “we’ve got to make sure that we can afford it.” 
That’s something Labor doesn’t say about AUKUS or 
subsidising the rich with the taxes of working people.

Take gambling. Australians lose more money on 
gambling per head of population than anywhere else 
on earth. We have more poker machines per head 
than any other country. This isn’t just a fun choice, it 
causes massive social problems. Labor had a careful 
report with recommendations on limiting the impact 
of gambling, from a respected Labor figure, the late MP 
Peta Murphy, who said that “Australians are the biggest 
losers in the world when it comes to gambling.” Murphy 
recommended phasing out the tsunami of gambling 
ads that Australian sports lovers and their kids face. 

Labor backed down. Albanese, implied that the ban 
was about banning friendly bets between friends. With 
a 90-seat majority, a whopping election victory behind 
him, community goodwill (most people can’t stand the 
betting ads) and bipartisan support, he backed down. 

The easy diagnosis is that Labor needs to find a spine 
and/or some principles. That would be nice, and it’s as 
far as a lot of centre-left commentary goes. However, 
Labor “pragmatists” never tire of telling people that 
Labor tried having principles, most notably under the 
Whitlam government. Gough Whitlam was sacked 50 
years ago this year, and the lesson Labor has learned 
from this is that there’s no such thing as too much 
backing down. 

Rather than wishing we had a Labor government that 
didn’t back down, what we need is a different system. 
The pressures from donors and big money that make 
Labor so prone to backing down are pressures that will 
operate on any party that forms government under the 
system Australia has now.

What this country needs is socialism, a government 
run by the workers who produce the country’s wealth. 
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Quote of the Week
“She has never shied away from tackling difficult subjects”

Professor Henry Brodaty, celebrating Ita Buttrose at the release of her autobiography 
Unapologetically Ita. It cost the ABC $1.1 million to defend an unfair dismissal case brought by 
Antoinette Lattouf, sacked after Ita shied away from the difficult subject of emails from Zionist 
pressure groups. 

From 27 February to 1 March 
2026, elected delegates rep-
resenting Communist Party 
organisations from all over 
Australia will gather in Mel-
bourne for the 15th National 
Congress of the Party. There 
will be an opening on the Fri-
day night, 27 February, to 
which all Guardian readers, 
their families and friends are 
invited. (Details will be pro-
vided in a future issue of the 
Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will 
discuss the work of the Party, make 
any amendments to and adopt a 
Political Resolution. In the lead-up 
to the Congress, Party members 
are discussing and submitting 

amendments to the draft Political 
Resolution. In January 2026 the 
Central Committee will consider 
these amendments and finalise the 
draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Cen-
tral Committee to lead the work of 
the Party until the next National 
Congress. As the highest body of 
the Party, it can also amend the 
Party’s Program and Constitution 
and adopt other resolutions as its 
delegates may determine.

The CPA has launched a Spe-
cial Appeal to help defray the costs 
associated with holding a National 
Congress. These are considerable 
with delegates coming from as far 
away as Perth, the printing of doc-
uments, etc.

We are appealing to Party 
members, organisations, and all 
friends and supporters of the Party, 
including Guardian readers, to 
help us reach our $10,000 target 
as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the 
form below or write your details on 
a separate piece of paper to send 
with your contribution. Payment by 
credit card can also be phoned in 
on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct 
credit details.

All contributions will be 
acknowledged in the Guardian, 
with the names of contributors 
unless otherwise requested. We 
look forward to your support for 
this important occasion.  

Congress Appeal

15th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal 
I, (Name) ........................................................
Address.................................................................................... 
wish to contribute $................ to the above Appeal. 

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash  
for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
For Credit Card payments fill out the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20 □ Visa □ Mastercard 
Name on the card ....................................
Signature: ......................................... 
Card Number __________ _________ ________ _________ 
Expiry Date ____/____

I agree/disagree to having my name published in the Guardian 
in acknowledgement of my contribution. 

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010  
or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

Direct credit details
BSB 062006 
Acct 00802169
or use the QR code.
Include “Congress Appeal” with 
transaction. If you want to be 
acknowledged in the Guardian 
(give name as it should appear).
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NATIONALISE HEALTHCARE
The Communist Party of Australia calls for:

•  A nationalised health system under local control, 
with high quality and “free” at point of delivery 
care, according to need rather than the ability to 
pay.

•  Accessible quality medical and dental treatment 
for all Australians, bulkbilled under Medicare, 
centrally funded through progressive forms of 
taxation and focused on the needs of working 
Australians and their families, the elderly and the 
sick.

•  Team-based care focused on early intervention 
and providing care in the community and in the 
home.

•  Priority emphasis on preventative medical 
services including campaigns by governments 
to educate people about healthy lifestyles, the 
importance of vaccinations, regular tests and 
check-ups. Preventive medicine should also 
encompass restrictions on corporate advertising 
and on the production and sale of unhealthy 
products.

•  An expanded Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
(PBS) so that all effective medications remain 

affordable for all Australians. PBS scripts should 
be free for all unemployed, pensioners and other 
card holders, and the cost for others reduced.

•  The public control of pharmaceuticals, 
diagnostics and medical supplies along with the 
employment of salaried staff specialists, and 
public hospitals.

•  The development of a publicly owned 
pharmaceutical manufacturing industry so that 
Australia has some independence from shortages 
in overseas supply, and during critical moments 
such as major pandemics.

•  The improvement of the public system in outer 
suburban, rural and remote areas with measures 
put in place to ensure the health system caters 
first and foremost for working families and the 
sick and the elderly in these communities.

•  The opportunity for workers and local 
communities to have a say on where their health 
facilities are placed and how they are managed, 
including having a voice on local hospital boards.

•  The urgent expansion of the provision of mental 
health services.

Universal access to medical care is fundamental to 
building a healthy society. It is a basic human right. 
This country can afford to provide it.  
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Comrade Jay

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia completely rejects the 
Labor government’s water-
ing down of the proposed 
reforms to the superannua-
tion tax system.

On the 13 October treasury 
announced a substantial reform of 
its previous plans to tax accounts 
with higher balances at a higher 
rate. The initial reforms proposed 
in 2023 sought to impose a tax rate 
of 30% for superannuation balances 
in excess of $3,000,000. The bill 
for this was stagnant in the lower 
house for two years, with the ALP 
capitulating to the concerns of the 
Liberal Party, their donors and the 
Australian business community as 
a whole.

Whilst the new reforms main-
tain a $3,000,000 threshold – a 
further 40% rate for balances in 
excess of $10,000,000 has been 
proposed, alongside a meagre 
amendment to the low income 
superannuation tax offset. The 
thresholds will be indexed. The gov-
ernment has also proposed that this 
rate will only affect future contribu-
tions – meaning that all balances 

as they stand presently (and any 
contributions made between now 
and whenever the proposals come 
in) will not be touched. 

Treasury has also recalibrated 
the reforms to remove taxation 
on ‘unrealised gains.’ These are 
speculative increases in value that 
happen in the abstract, and are 
not cashed out immediately. This 
is problematic when you consider 
that super accounts which con-
tain assets whose gains are based 
on market speculation (primarily 
property), will be untaxed. This 
gives the option for wealthier Aus-
tralians to place larger assets that 
grow in value over time into their 
superfunds, have it grow in value 
and eventually cash them out later 
at a potentially lower tax rate.

SHORT SIGHTED
If passed, these reforms will 

have adverse effects both imme-
diately and systemically.

In the first place, the Labor 
party’s targeting of super balances 
is short-sighted as there are many 
other methods which wealthier Aus-
tralians are using to hoard. Vehicles 
such as trust and offshore accounts 
have far higher amounts of capital 

concentrated in them, and are able 
to continuously prosper due to 
lack of government oversight. It’s 
clear that the lack of taxation will 
encourage higher income earners 
to utilise their superfunds to hoard 
more capital in them. Even with 
the Low Income Super Tax Offset 
changes, this will take more money 
out of circulation in the economy 
and particularly out of workers’ 
pockets, placing that money into 
what Marx called a “petrified hoard” 
which prolongs the dominion of the 
class that has most of the assets. 
The Australian system of wealth 
has increasingly prioritised larger 
holdings in speculative markets 
such as property and equity mar-
kets; areas that the working class 
have less capacity to engage in. 

As the value of these assets 
goes up and remains untaxed, 
the relative value of the means of 
subsistence working people have; 
wages, will correspondingly go 
down. This will be further exacer-
bated by the inclusion of thresh-
old indexation – which follows 
not the increasing of wages over 
time but of inflation in general. 
Inflation has always outstripped 
wages due to how much control the 

bourgeoisie have over the prices of 
labour and consumer goods. Even 
in the event that higher wages are 
won through both the arbitration 
and enterprise bargaining systems, 
nothing is stopping employers from 
raising prices. This, coupled with 
the relaxed regulations, could lead 
to even less capacity for workers to 
survive in the present and makes 
the future for the working class all 
the more bleak.

FAIRER – REALLY?
Speaking to the ABC, wealth 

manager and lobbyist Geoff Wilson 
noted that it would be “bad policy” 
for the wealthier to be taxed on 
these gains, yet maintains that 
such reforms in general will be 
“fairer.” To this we ask, fairer to 
whom? Naturally, the more relaxed 
threshold would incentivise larger 
contributions to retail funds. With-
out a deterrence for such a form of 
wealth concentration, their revenue 
to invest increases – allowing them 
to charge higher fees for investment 
managers.

The reforms are also misguided 
in that they do not address one of 
the fastest-growing issues facing the 
superannuation sector, the systemic 

underpayment of superannuation. 
Although illegal, non-payment by 
employers is endemic across all 
industries, and grounds to recover 
unpaid super (either through the 
courts or the ATO) are drawn-out 
and costly. Workers may be far 
worse off in their retirement due to 
negligent employers and funds not 
possessing a fairer and easier way 
for contributions to be recovered. 

Ultimately, these proposed 
reforms indicate Labor’s willingness 
to capitulate at even the slightest 
criticism from the rich. These com-
promises have potentially disas-
trous effects for the working class 
in the present and in future, with a 
further transfer of wealth towards 
Australia’s most wealthy to occur.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia asserts that it’s only through 
the organisation of the working 
class and through strong working 
class power can these concessions 
stop, so that the Australian econ-
omy be re-arranged for the benefit 
of the working class.  

A weekend rally for Pales-
tine has been held in the 
Victorian resort town of 
San Remo on the weekend 
of the Phillip Island Moto 
Grand Prix. Protestors 
rallied at the San Remo 
bridge to the island, so 
that everybody going to 
and from the Grand Prix 
had to see their banners. 

Demonstrators deliber-
ately decided not to block 
the bridge, but made sure 
they were seen by the 40,000 
people who attended the event 
over the weekend. 

While there were a hand-
ful of negative responses, the 
main memories are of thumbs 
ups from tourists and bike 
riders.  

Victoria: San Remo rallies for Palestine

National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU) members at 
Australian Catholic University 
(ACU) will have stopped work 
for two hours after rejecting 
ACU management’s offer of a 
2.5 per cent annual pay rise 
– well below the wage price 
index of 3.4 per cent.

Along with a fair pay rise, 
NTEU members are also fighting 
for strengthened job security, 

workload regulation and stronger 
rights to flexible work. ACU has 
campuses in Ballarat, Brisbane, 
Sydney, Canberra, and Melbourne.

NTEU General Secretary Dr 
Damien Cahill called the ACU 
management offer “woefully inade-
quate offer,” saying it has left NTEU 
members with little choice but to 
launch strike action.

“ACU’s vice-chancellor was 
handed a $60,000 pay rise last year, 

taking his salary to $1.1 million. So 
while he is happy to pocket a 5.8 
per cent pay rise, staff are being 
offered 2.5 per cent.

“Yet when it comes time for 
staff to be fairly paid for their hard 
work, management puts forward 
this insulting offer.

“Fair pay and manageable 
workloads are essential for deliv-
ering the quality education ACU 
students deserve.

“We will fight hard for a fair pay 
deal and better working conditions 
that ease some of the enormous 
pressure staff have been under.”

ACU NTEU Branch President 
Yaegan Doran said: “In a context 
where universities rely on rampant 
casualisation and redundancies to 
solve upper management problems, 
a key thing we are pushing for is 
significantly stronger job security 
for all staff.”

ACU NTEU Vice-President 
(Academic) Leah Kaufmann said: 
“ACU is sector-leading as a provider 
of quality learning and teaching, 
community engagement, and 
impactful research. We proudly bar-
gain for the safe, fair, and healthy 
working conditions our outstanding 
staff deserve.”
National Tertiary Education Union  

Australian Catholic University strike  
over ‘woeful’ pay offer

Labor’s superannuation disgrace
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In her first clear industrial 
relations position since the 
federal election, the Labor-Na-
tional Party Opposition Leader 
Sussan Ley has used a major 
speech to commit to weaken-
ing the Albanese government’s 
collective bargaining laws by 
overturning multi-employer 
bargaining rights. 

On average, workers on mul-
ti-employer agreements saw better 
pay increases than workers on 
single-employer agreements. That 
means that a worker on a multi-em-
ployer agreement is about $1,400 
better off per year compared to an 
average workers.

Unions campaigned and won 
multi-employer bargaining rights in 
2022 as part of the federal govern-
ment’s Secure Jobs Better Pay leg-
islation. Multi-employer bargaining 
modernised outdated bargaining 
laws by supporting workers who 
were previously locked out of effec-
tive bargaining in low-paid sectors, 

such as early childhood education. 
The new rights also encouraged 
big employers like McDonald’s 
to negotiate with their workforce 
across multiple franchises.

The independent review of the 
Secure Jobs Better Pay reforms 
found that the reforms are sup-
porting wage growth, improving 
job security and closing the gender 
pay gap, with “minimal unintended 
consequences.”

The latest Trends in the Federal 
Enterprise Bargaining Report in 
September showed that 247,500 
workers were on a current mul-
ti-employer agreement in June 
2025, up from just 46,200 in 
December 2022. The report found 
that union-negotiated collective 
agreements delivered average 
annual wage increases of 4.2 per 
cent, compared to wage increases 
of 3 per cent under agreements 
where no unions were involved.

Unions reject the Opposition 
Leader’s claim that multi-employer 

bargaining imposes a ‘one-size-fits-
all’ model, noting that it exempts 
small businesses, includes a public 
interest test, and operates through 
defined streams requiring Fair 
Work Commission authorisation.

ACTU Secretary, Sally McManus 
said that Ley “should well know 
that small businesses are exempt 
from the multi-employer bargain-
ing laws. It’s unfortunate but not 
surprising that Sussan Ley would 
rather protect the interests of big 
businesses like McDonald’s, over 
the livelihoods of working people.”

McManus said that rolling back 
multi-employer bargaining would 
especially hurt workers in low-paid 
sectors, who are mainly women and 
young Australians. She added that 
a rollback would also “weigh down 
on wage growth for everyone by 
weakening the wage floor.”
ACTU  

The Media Entertainment & Arts Alliance (MEAA) has joined with  
colleagues in Australia and Timor-Leste to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the ‘Balibo Five.’
Greg Shackleton, Gary Cunningham, Tony Stewart, Malcolm Rennie, 
and Brian Peters were killed by Indonesian forces in the village of 
Balibo on 16 October 1975, after witnessing an incursion. 
The New South Wales Coroner subsequently found that the journalists, 
who had been working for the Seven and Nine networks, had been 
deliberately shot or stabbed – not killed in crossfire – concluding that 
the acts were intended to silence them. 
Their killers have never been brought to justice. 
For half a century, the tragedy has stood as a chilling reminder of the 
extreme risks journalists face in exposing conflict, oppression, and 
incursions of state power. 
“MEAA members honour the memory of the Balibo Five and we stand 
in solidarity with all journalists risking their lives to bring the world news 
that matters,” said MEAA Media Federal President Michael Slezak. 
“Sadly, the tragedy of Balibo is not a relic of history. In Gaza alone, more 
than 200 Palestinian journalists have been killed – some deliberately 
targeted by the Israeli military. 
“The courage and sacrifices of our colleagues compel us to redouble 
our commitment to journalist safety, accountability, and press freedom 
everywhere.” 
MEAA welcomed the announcement of an official commemoration 
ceremony in Balibo on 16 October, which also coincides with Timor-
Leste’s National Press Freedom Day. 
Timor-Leste President Ramos-Horta has confirmed the award of 
posthumous national decorations to nine journalists – including the 
Australians – killed during the struggle for national independence. 

The MEAA also strongly condemns plans by TasTAFE to scrap creative 
and media courses and sack the highly skilled staff who run them, 
following news of funding cuts.
If the plan goes ahead, Tasmanians will lose the ability to study visual 
arts, design, music, screen and media, fashion and textiles – among 
other courses – through TAFE, wiping out an essential pathway into the 
creative industries.
MEAA Deputy Chief Executive Adam Portelli said the decision would 
devastate access to education, particularly for low-income students who 
depended on subsidies.
“TAFE has long been a cornerstone of Tasmania’s training system, 
giving people from all backgrounds the chance to build skills, find 
meaningful work, and contribute to their communities,” Portelli said.
“Removing these courses effectively locks out the next generation 
of Tasmanian artists, designers, filmmakers, musicians, and other 
creatives from pursuing their chosen careers.”
“The creative and media industries are not optional extras. They are 
vital to Tasmania’s culture, economy, identity, and community pride.”
“Cutting these programs will have long-term ripple effects that reach far 
beyond the classroom.”
“The government’s economic and community focus needs to go beyond 
football stadiums.”
Members of the Australian Education Union have protested against the 
cuts by rallying outside the Government Executive Building, Hobart, on 
16 October.
MEAA stands in full solidarity with AEU members, TasTAFE staff and 
students, and the broader education and arts communities in opposing 
these cuts.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is fossil fuel giant Woodside. The Australian 
Conservation Foundation has commenced proceedings in the Federal 
Court to challenge Environment Minister Murray Watt’s approval of 
Woodside’s North West Shelf gas hub extension.
ACF and its legal team will argue:
The Minister wrongly considered the economic benefits of the 
unapproved Browse gas project in his Statement of Reasons for 
approving the NW Shelf extension.
The approval left out critical details. The Minister gave the green light 
without knowing the details of the gas the project will process and what 
pollution it will cause.
The Minister failed to consider the physical effects of climate change as 
an ‘impact.’
“We’re challenging the lawfulness of Minister Watt’s approval of this gas 
hub extension, which is the centrepiece of the most polluting gas project 
in the Southern Hemisphere,” said ACF’s General Counsel Adam 
Beeson.
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Unions warn 
Coalition’s attack on 
bargaining a risk to 

living standards

Peter Farmer

The federal government has agreed to pay 
$475 million in additional compensation to 
Robodebt victims. 

Monash University Associate Professor Michael 
Duffy has described the agreement as significant in 
at least two ways.

“Firstly, it sends a message to those dealing with 
government, senior public servants, and others that 
undue reliance on an algorithm or AI may be prob-
lematic for all concerned if things go wrong.

“Secondly, the increasing pleading in such 
cases of allegations of public office misfeasance 
mean that senior public servants must be careful, 
that in trying to please the executive government 

and politicians, they don’t expose themselves to 
personal liability.”

 Attorney-General Michelle Rowland has called 
the settlement  “just and fair thing to do.” She added 
that “the most significant cost of robodebt cannot be 
measured in dollars and cents. It can only be meas-
ured in human terms because the robodebt scheme 
destroyed lives.”

However, it could take years to pay everybody 
who signs up for the scheme according to law firm 
Gordon legal. Robodebt operated between 2015 and 
2019 and used automated data from the tax office to 
calculate welfare recipients’ average earnings and 
issued debt notices with little to no human oversight. 
A royal commission found that robodebt was a factor 
in at least three suicides.  

Robodebt fallout – the risks 
of tech-driven decisions

Something  
to say?

Write to  
the Editor!
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Graham Holton

Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese seems to have sealed 
a deal on rare earths with US 
President Donald Trump. Aus-
tralia and the US will put $1 
billion each into Australian 
and US rare earth projects. 
Albanese wants to make Aus-
tralia indispensable to the US 
in order to reduce tariffs on 
our copper, aluminium, and 
pharmaceutical exports. A 
crucial part of this plan is the 
Labor government’s commit-
ment of $1.2 billion in the May 
2025 budget to set up a criti-
cal minerals strategic reserve. 
These are minerals essential 
for modern technologies, 
defence, and the clean energy 
transition, including lithium, 
cobalt, manganese, rare earth 
elements, and vanadium. 

Albanese believes that if the 
US views Australia as a reliable 
supplier of militarily useful min-
erals, then the US may be inclined 
to grant Australia favourable treat-
ment and lower tariffs. So far, he’s 
wrong. Trump is not inclined to lift 
tariffs on Australia, merely saying 
that Australia is already on a low 
level of tariffs. 

United States policymakers are 
concerned about supply vulnerabil-
ities as China currently dominates 
rare earth extraction, separation, 
processing and magnet manufac-
ture. Recently the Chinese Ministry 
of Commerce’s Announcement 
No. 61 of 2025 implemented the 
strictest rare earth and permanent 
magnet export controls to date. 
The Ministry made it clear that 
any requests to use rare earths for 
military purposes will be automat-
ically rejected. China’s policy is to 
prevent direct or indirect use of 
Chinese-origin rare earths or related 
technologies to foreign defence 
supply chains. The move strength-
ens Beijing’s leverage in upcoming 

talks with President Trump while 
undercutting US efforts to bolster 
its industrial base. 

China’s leverage extends from 
mining to refining and manufactur-
ing, giving it significant control over 
the supply of rare earth elements 
and its products. China holds 60 
per cent of the world’s reserves 
of rare earths. It processes 90 per 
cent. The US does not have the 
refineries, technical know-how, 
trained personnel or scientists to 
upset China’s domination of the 
international market. 

China has developed large-
scale, chemical-intensive processes 
with new environmentally friendly 
refining methods. The process is 
complex, requiring dozens of steps 
to turn the ore into usable materials. 
In the 1990s rare earth processing 
was extremely damaging to the 
environment, but now China has 
developed and implemented cleaner 
sustainable and efficient refining 
technologies to turn out metals with 
the 99.9 per cent purity needed for 
the electronics industry at a price 
that the US cannot match.

Rare earths are crucial for var-
ious defence technologies, includ-
ing F-35 fighter jets, Virginia- and 
Columbia-class submarines, Tom-
ahawk missiles, radar systems, 
Predator unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, and the Joint Direct Attack 
Munition series of smart bombs. 
They are also needed in highly 
advanced technologies, such as 
sub-14-nanometer semiconductors, 
next-generation memory chips, 
semiconductor manufacturing and 
testing equipment. 

All export licences will now be 
subject to case-by-case review by 
Chinese authorities. The Ministry 
introduced these export restrictions 
on seven rare earth elements in 
retaliation for President Trump’s 
new tariffs on Chinese goods. While 
the US struggles to gain supply, 
China is rapidly scaling up its 
munitions manufacturing capacity 

and acquiring advanced weapons 
platforms and equipment at a rate 
estimated to be six times faster than 
that of the United States. 

The US defence industrial base 
faces significant challenges and has 
limited production capacity and 
ability to rapidly scale up to meet 
rising defence technology needs. 
China’s new restrictions will only 
deepen US vulnerabilities, further 
increasing the capability gap and 
allow China to accelerate the expan-
sion of its own military capacity at 
a faster pace.

In the US, Noveon Magnetics is 
the only manufacturer of rare earth 
magnets. Noveon Magnetics and 
Lynas Rare Earths have announced 
a strategic partnership focused on 
building a scalable, domestic supply 
chain for rare earth permanent 
magnets. 

In July 2025, the Department 
of War (DOW) invested US$400 
million into MP Materials, making 
the US government the company’s 
largest shareholder. The deal also 
includes a 10-year price commit-
ment of US$110 per kilogram for 
MP Materials’ neodymium-pra-
seodymium products. The DOW’s 
Office of Strategic Capital extended 
a US$150 million loan to expand 
MP Materials’ Mountain Pass 
facility in California, adding heavy 
rare earth separation capabilities 
to strengthen domestic processing 
capacity. The DOW has entered 
into a 10-year agreement for 100 
per cent of the facility’s magnet 
output. It will take time to ramp up 
the capacities needed for the DOW. 

The US Department of Energy 
recently announced that the 
Ramaco Brook Mine in Wyoming 
contains 1.7 million tonnes of rare 
earth minerals, making it a ‘turning 
point for America.’ The company 
is seeking federal funding to set 
up processing and refining plants. 

China is the world’s largest 
holder of rare earth reserves at 44 
million tonnes and is its leading 

producer. Vietnam has 22 million 
tonnes, Brazil 21 million tonnes, 
and India has 6.9 million tonnes. 
Australia is fourth with 5.7 million 
tonnes.

China’s expanded restrictions 
on rare earth derivatives and 
magnet exports have given Aus-
tralia an opportunity to fill US 
demands. Albanese is hoping to 
gain geopolitical clout by being part 
of a more diversified and secure 
mineral supply chain, encouraging 
increased long-term US investments 
in Australia’s mining and process-
ing industries. Australia wants to 
capture more value added rather 
than export raw rare earth ores, to 
build domestic downstream capac-
ity. The Labor government wants 
to develop downstream processing 
in order to negotiate or leverage 
improved trade deals with the US.

Global demand for rare earths 
is set to triple by 2040, because of 

increasing demands for electric 
vehicles, renewable energy infra-
structures and data centres. In the 
meantime, Australia wants to estab-
lish significant leverage over supply 
chains crucial for US national and 
economic security. The problem is 
that Australia lacks the scientists, 
engineers, and expertise required 
to process and refine rare earth 
metals to 99.9 per cent purity. That 
expertise and those people can’t be 
conjured up overnight.  

Since the colonial period Aus-
tralia has exported raw materials 
and imported finished goods. The 
US has its own critical mineral 
reserves but needs refined products, 
something Australia is not able 
to supply. It would take massive 
and sustained funding for Aus-
tralia to become a global player in 
rare earths. At present Albanese’s 
gamble could be short lived.  

Rare earths deal – will it succeed?
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The National Tertiary Education Union 
(NTEU) has welcomed university governance 
reforms as a significant victory for the cam-
paign against toxic cultures and governance 
failures across the sector.

The federal government will implement a new 
set of university governance principles to strengthen 
accountability, transparency and public trust follow-
ing recommendations from the Expert Council on 
University Governance.

“This is a massive vindication for NTEU members 
who’ve bravely stood up against poor governance, 
including toxic cultures on university governing bodies 
that have fuelled bullying, intimidation and secrecy,” 
said NTEU National President Dr Alison Barnes.

“NTEU members who spoke to the Expert Coun-
cil raised incredibly serious issues about exclusion, 
harassment, and being prevented from representing 
their colleagues’ interests. This announcement shows 
those voices were heard.” 

The Expert Council’s report paints a damning 
picture of governance failures across Australian uni-
versities, documenting staff representatives being 
excluded from meetings, denied information, and 
facing what the report describes as “bullying, harass-
ment, intimidation, and vilification.”

“The principles make it clear something is rotten 
with university governance and attempt to address 
some of the serious failures we’ve seen – from system-
atic wage theft to toxic cultures that silence dissent,” 
Dr Barnes said.

Key wins for NTEU members include:
•  Recognition that staff representatives have been 

systematically excluded and intimidated – the 

report documents exactly what NTEU members 
have been experiencing

•  Transparency requirements: universities must 
publish governing body decisions, consultancy 
spending, vice-chancellor external roles and 
remuneration

•  Clear limits on conflicts of interest
•  Vice-chancellor salary reform – a new 

remuneration framework will essentially cap 
outrageous pay packets

•  Annual compliance reporting to the Tertiary 
Education Quality and Standards Authority 
(TEQSA) on an ‘if not, why not’ basis, with 
consequences for failures.

The reforms come after years of campaigning by 
members, including the recent NTEU report the ‘Bell 
Curve of University Governance.’ 

“The Expert Council heard loud and clear from 
NTEU members about cultures of exclusion, about 
being unable to participate in committees, about 
papers being withheld, and about feeling powerless 
to challenge university leadership,” Dr Barnes said.

“The explosion in top-level pay that has seen more 
than 300 executives pocket more than their state 
premier has been disgraceful. Now we’re going to see 
some of these outrageous salaries capped.

“This is a strong step on the path to reforming 
university governance. We will be monitoring closely 
to ensure universities genuinely adopt these principles 
and that TEQSA has real teeth to enforce compliance.”
National Tertiary Education Union  

NTEU members’ fight for  
university governance reform

4:30 pm
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The ALP’s 5 per cent  
deposit debacle

Denis Doherty

The local Federal ALP member 
for the Sydney Electorate has 
put out this wonderful sound-
ing advertisement in local 
papers. Under the heading 
‘5% housing deposits’ it reads:

“The Albanese Labor govern-
ment is helping more Australians 
realise their dream of home own-
ership with our Home Guarantee 
Scheme ... we are preparing to 
help all first home buyers. From 
1 October 2025 there will be no 
income limits, no caps on place 
and property price caps will be 
lifted. In Sydney you will be able 
to buy a property worth up to $1.5 
million with the help of the Home 
Guarantee Scheme.

“The scheme means you can 
purchase property with a lower 
deposit without the requirement of 
paying lenders’ mortgage insurance 
meaning you can move into your 
own home sooner.”

Nobody should believe that the 
stars are aligning for first home 
buyers and that the housing prob-
lem will soon be solved in Australia 
although that is what they want 
us to believe. The 5% scheme is 
a variation on ‘first home buyers 
scheme.’ 

Alan Kohler, in an essay on 
housing in Australia called ‘The 
Great Divide – Australia’s housing 
mess and how to fix it, quotes Saul 
Eslake, “It’s hard to think of any 
government policy that has been 
pursued for so long, in the face of 
such incontrovertible evidence that 
it doesn’t work, than the policy of 
giving cash to first home buyers in 

the belief that the doing will pro-
mote home ownership.”

Kohler completes his destruc-
tion of first home buyers grants by 
concluding, “Cash grants to first 
home buyers are political attempts 
to appear to be doing something 
while making things worse. They 
do help some individuals, of course, 
but at a macro level they achieve 
the opposite of helping. As Eslake 
pointed out, assistance to first-time 
home buyers has “served to simply 
exacerbate the already substantial 
imbalance between the underly-
ing demand for housing and the 
supply of it.”

The head of the Reserve Bank 
of Australia Michele Bullock, asked 
at a Senate hearing about the 5% 
plan said, “the plan could push 
house prices higher.” Bullock is very 
cautious but other economists are 
predicting a 10% increase. At the 
launch of the scheme, the PM was 
quizzed about what a bonanza the 
scheme will be for the banks. He 
replied, “at least it means we not 
are propping up another person’s 
super.” 

Individual home buyers will 
be worse off as they will find their 
home costing 10% more. This 
directly affects the affordability 
of housing. Individuals will be 
tempted to buy more expensive 
homes, meaning the length of time 
to pay back the loan will increase 
massively and the risk of default 
will be higher. 

However, the banks will be 
significantly better off. In total the 
scheme will pay banks $24 billion 
in the first five years of its existence.  

It should not come as a surprise 

that Labor is spending public money 
to intensify the financialisaton of 
housing – a system designed to 
enrich banks.

After spending many years of 
lobbying ALP state and federal 
governments to divert funding into 
public housing, one cannot avoid 
seeing that the antagonism against 
public housing is palpable from the 
ALP, despite the PM constantly 
boasting about his upbringing in 
public housing. 

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia argues that public housing 

should be defended and extended 
rather than being allowed to gradu-
ally decline. Recently Unions NSW 
sponsored a talk by independent 
member for Sydney Alex Green-
wich about the essential worker 
housing. Greenwich revealed that 
the NSW government had no min-
ister responsible for looking after 
essential workers housing. The 
ALP housing policies are part of 
the worst features of capitalism. 
ALP policies favour banks, real 
estate agents and the wealthy at 
the expense of all. As far as housing 

types are concerned, ALP policy 
favours private housing.

Anglicare in Sydney has 
reported that  there are 108 afforda-
ble rental properties houses for 
teachers in the greater Sydney 
area, while hospitality workers can 
only afford 22. The CPA urges that 
public housing has its top threshold 
extended so that more workers can 
be incorporated into public housing.

In many parts of the country 
CPA branches are running housing 
campaigns. Get in touch with us 
and find out more.  

The soon to be demolished public housing building which is only 30 years old, Glebe, Sydney.

Graham Holton

This year CFMEU commemorated the 
West Gate Bridge collapse to honour 
the memory of the 35 workers who lost 
their lives. The event includes a min-
ute’s silence at the bridge, where union 
officials, organisers, delegates, OHS 
representatives, and members gather 
to pay tribute to the victims and their 
families. The CFMEU also highlights 
the importance of workplace safety 
and the ongoing vigilance required to 
ensure a safe working environment. 
Today a memorial stands near the site 
to honour the victims.

CFMEU WA said in a statement: 
“55 years ago today, at 11:50 am, the West 

Gate Bridge collapsed, becoming the deadli-
est workplace disaster in Australian history. 

“Today, we honour the memory of the 35 
men who died and reaffirm our commitment 
to the ongoing fight for safer workplaces. 
We will never forget what happened that 
day, or the impact it had on the lives of the 
families, friends, and communities that were 
left behind.

“We fight to ensure that every worker 
returns home safely at the end of the day, 
and we stand united in making sure a tragedy 
like this never happens again.”

The West Gate Bridge in Melbourne col-
lapsed on 15 October 1970, killing 35 workers 
and injuring 18 others. A 112-metre span of 
the bridge collapsed falling 50 metres to the 
ground and into Yarra river. Two halves of a 

steel span were being joined when engineers 
noticed a misalignment. Workers attempted 
to straighten the span, when the span dest-
abilised stressing the structure. The span 
suddenly buckled and collapsed. 

The Royal Commission of Inquiry found 
several causes. The steel box girder design 
lacked redundancy and was vulnerable 
to buckling. Engineers and site managers 
failed to recognise and properly address 
structural warnings. The use of ‘kentledge’ 
(iron or concrete slabs) and the removal of 
bolts weakened the structure further. There 
was a lack of understanding in Australia of 
structural behaviour, adding to the problem. 

The main contractor was John Holland 
and Co, working under Freeman Fox & Part-
ners (designers). Unions condemned both for 

engineering negligence and the lack of proper 
consultation with workers. Unions were 
highly critical of the engineering decisions, 
lack of safety protocols, and poor working 
conditions on the site. The collapse was avoid-
able, directly caused by mismanagement, 
cost-cutting, and the disregard for safety. 
Pressure to keep construction on schedule 
was at the expense of workers’ safety. The 
disaster strengthened union campaigns across 
Australia to improve Occupational Health 
and Safety (OHS) laws, mandatory union 
representation on construction sites, and 
stronger legal accountability for companies 
and engineers.  

West Gate Bridge collapse remembered

Anglicare Australia has 
released new research show-
ing that essential workers are 
being priced out of the rental 
market across the country.

The Rental Affordability Snap-
shot: Essential Workers Report 
surveyed more than 51,000 
rental listings and tested them 
against the wages of 16 essential 
occupations.

Released as part of Anti-Poverty 
Week, it found that:
•  1,117 rentals (2.3%) were 

affordable for an ambulance 
officer

•  850 rentals (1.7%) were 

affordable for an aged care 
worker

•  754 rentals (1.5%) were 
affordable for a nurse

•  575 rentals (1.1%) were 
affordable for a construction 
worker

•  417 rentals (0.8%) were 
affordable for an early 
childhood educator

•  417 rentals (0.8%) were 
affordable for a hospitality 
worker.

•  In most regional areas, less 
than 5 per cent of rentals were 
affordable for a cleaner.

“It is a national disgrace that 

the people we all rely on – nurses, 
teachers, care workers, cleaners 
– cannot afford a secure place to 
live,” Anglicare Australia Executive 
Director Kasy Chambers said.

“This report shows that even 
full-time workers in critical jobs are 
locked out of most rentals. In many 
parts of the country, affordability 
has gone backwards. A hospitality 
worker could not afford a single 
property in the ACT, only five in 
the Northern Territory, and just 
80 across the whole of Victoria.

“These results show that the 
housing crisis is now hurting the 
people who hold our communities 

together. If they cannot afford to 
live where they work, then schools, 
hospitals, and aged care homes will 
struggle to keep running.”

Chambers said governments 
cannot keep leaving housing to the 
private market.

“For decades, governments 
have walked away from providing 
housing and instead propped up 
private investors with billions in tax 
concessions. The result is a system 
that works for investors, but shuts 
out everyone else,” she said.

“The solution is clear. We need 
tax reform to stop pushing up the 
cost of housing. We need to build at 

least 25,000 new public and com-
munity homes each year – rentals 
that essential workers can actually 
afford. And we need stronger pro-
tections for renters, so people are 
not left at the mercy of an unfair 
system.

“The housing crisis is not an 
accident. It is the result of choices. 
These results are shocking, but 
they are also an opportunity for 
governments to change course and 
ensure that everyone has a safe, 
affordable home.”
Anglicare  

Essential workers priced out
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Graham Holton

On 26 October 1985 the Governor-General of 
Australia, Sir Ninian Stephen, returned the 
title deeds for Uluṟu-Kata Tjuṯa to the Aṉangu 
people. Now known as ‘Handback,’ this event 
is highly significant for Aboriginal land rights 
history and the Aṉangu, as it recognises the 
Aṉangu’s connection to Country, land rights 
and reconciliation. On Saturday 25 October 
the 40th anniversary Handback ceremony will 
be held at the Uluṟu-Kata Tjuṯa National Park 
with a public celebration concert. This concert 
will be held at the Talinguṟu Nyakunytjaku 
sunrise site with inma (traditional dance and 
ceremony), live performances, and markets.

On 16 October King Charles attended a commem-
oration for the 40th anniversary at Australia House 
in London meeting nine Uluru-Kata Tjuta traditional 
owners. Traditional owners want to maintain their 
culture for future generations. Sammy Wilson said, 
via interpreter and fellow traditional owner Harry 
Wilson: “It sort of brings us into tears and sadness, 
but happiness as well.”

Tapaya Edwards, chair of the Uluṟu-Kata Tjuṯa 
National Park’s board of management said: “Our 

vision for the national park is that it is a place where 
Tjukurpa – Aṉangu law and culture – can be kept 
strong for future generations. There is still much 
work to be done and, over the next 40 years, we look 
forward to seeing our young people carry this flame 
forward as they learn Aṉangu traditional knowledge 
and Western knowledge to care for country and keep 
Tjukurpa strong.”

Regaining the land was a long battle. In 1976 the 
Australian government passed the Aboriginal Land 
Rights (Northern Territory) Act. This was the first 
time Indigenous Australians had a legal pathway 
to claim land where traditional ownership could be 
proven. Nine years later the Hawke Labor government 
handed back the title deeds for the Uluru-Kata Tjuta 
National Park. The Australian government returned 
ownership of Uluru to the local Pitjantjatjara people, 
with the condition that the Aṉangu would lease it back 
to the National Parks and Wildlife agency for 99 years. 

The Northern Territory’s then-leader, Ian 
Tuxworth, campaigned against the handback and 
demanded that the Commonwealth hand Uluru to the 
Territory government. Then-federal LNP opposition 
leader, John Howard, suggested Uluru could be bought 
back in the future. Neither argument was successful 
and it remains in the hands of the Aṉangu.  

Tipping points
“How hot we let it get and for how long really matters in 
preventing climate tipping points,” the Global Tipping Points 
Report 2025 warns. “The magnitude and duration of global 
temperature overshoot above 1.5°C has to be minimised. 
To achieve that, global anthropogenic greenhouse gas 
emissions must be halved by 2030 (compared to 2010 
levels) and then reach net zero by 2050. This requires an 
unprecedented acceleration in decarbonisation, rapid 
mitigation of methane emissions and other short-lived 
climate pollutants and fast scaling of sustainable carbon 
removal from the atmosphere.”

160 scientists from 23 countries and 87 institutions 
contributed to the report. “Humanity faces a potentially 
catastrophic, irreversible outcome,” the report says.

Climate tipping points are critical thresholds that, once 
crossed, can lead to abrupt, self-perpetuating, and often 
irreversible changes in the Earth’s climate system. These 
points can have severe and cascading impacts, accelerating 
global warming and altering ecosystems, sea levels, and 
ocean currents. Global tipping points include bleaching of 
coral reefs; the melting of polar ice sheets; forest dieback 
from land-clearing, fires and drought; permafrost melting; 
and changes to ocean circulation. The resultant cascading 
effects that can in themselves generate further climate 
change.

Already at 1.4°C average of global warming over the past 
ten years, and hitting 1.6°C in 2024, warm water coral reefs 
are crossing their thermal tipping point and experiencing 
unprecedented dieback, impacting marine life and the 
livelihoods of hundreds of millions of people. Parts of the 
polar ice sheets may have also crossed tipping points that 
would eventually result in several metres of irreversible 
sea level rise also affecting hundreds of millions of people, 
including on the east coast of Australia and the Pacific 
Islands.

Scientists estimate the tipping point range for warm-water 
reefs is between 1°C and 1.5°C of warming above pre-
industrial levels, with 1.2°C as the central estimate. With 
global temperatures having already passed that level, the 
survival of these important, underwater ecosystems, is under 
threat now. Around 84% of global coral reefs experienced 
the worst global bleaching event on record over 2023-25. 

The Great Barrier Reef in Queensland has experienced a 
number of mass bleaching events over the past decade, with 
its largest in 2024. This was followed by another bleaching 
event in 2025. This year marks the first occasion on record 
on which the Great Barrier Reef and the Ningaloo Reef in 
Western Australia, also a World Heritage Site, bleached at 
the same time. Off the coast of WA, the longest, largest and 
most intense marine heatwave the state has seen exposed 
the Ningaloo Reef to waters up to 4°C higher than normal. 
Bleaching can start when the water is just 1°C higher than 
normal. The Great Barrier Reef experienced its largest 
annual decline in coral cover in almost 40 years.

“Past the threshold doesn’t mean forever, if we can return 
below the threshold,” David Obura, a marine ecologist 
and coral expert from Coastal Oceans Research and 
Development in the Indian Ocean East Africa, said. “But if 
conditions remain past the threshold, then that tipping point 
is very real, and permanent on human timescales,” Obura 
said, raising hopes.

“The time to act is now. United, we can reverse the 
dangerous trend towards a sequence of systems collapses 
in domino effect. Let us build on and support each other 
to prevent a potentially devastating chain-reaction. Let us 
trigger instead a ‘chain of action’ for exponential low-carbon 
and climate-resilient solutions worldwide. Let us change 
by choice, together,” urges André Aranha Correa do Lago, 
COP30 President Designate in the preface to the report.

www.cpa.org.au

Photo: Ek2030372672uhhhhh – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

40th anniversary of 
Uluru handback

GREEN NOTES

Help us cancel  
the Indo Pacific Expo
To be held in Darling Harbour
November 4-6
The fact that Israel is committing genocide in relation to Gaza has 
been confirmed by many prestigious organisations and experts. The 
companies that are making huge profits on the bodies of the innocent 
men, women and children of Gaza have been named by Francesca 
Albanese the UN rapporteur for Palestine.
These companies are: Elbit Systems, Lockheed Martin (F35’s), 
Leonardo S.p.A, Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), Boeing, BAE 
systems, Northrop Grumman (the list is not complete). These 
companies are invited to the Indo Pacific Expo – a display subsidised 
and sponsored by the NSW and Federal Governments!

Use QR code
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Beryl Miller remembered 
Comrade editor,
Thank you for the coverage of Beryl 
Miller’s life in Guardian #2166. The 
solidarity shown in the support Beryl 
and Alan Miller gave throughout their 
lives is a great example of what a com-
munist activists can achieve. 

They were always present supporting 
causes of concern for peace, women, local 
and international issues. In the Florey elec-
torate Beryl and Alan supported Frances 

Bedford, a local State member for over 20 
years in campaigns to save the Modbury 
hospital, and the transport system, and were 
always there to give out how to vote cards 
for Frances and assistance. 

It is thanks to people like Beryl and 
Alan that we have the Modbury hospital 
back under government control. Beryl and 
Alan were very active in selling the Guard-
ian and earlier the Tribune so people could 
learn how they were being exploited in the 
capitalist society.

It was so impressive when both Beryl and 
Alan, both in their eighties, gave physical 
support helping collect, sort and pack medical 
and educational materials into containers for 
Cuba and Vietnam over several weeks. Their 
support was very much at grassroots level. 
In the Union of Australian Women (UAW), 
Beryl was key to keeping the organisation 
going and achieved a lot for women for many 
years. In 1975 several of us joined the UAW 
and found it always not only interesting but 
active. It is thanks to Beryl that I was able 
to attend the Beijing Women’s Conference.

Dr Bev Hall

Comrade Editor,
I remember Beryl Miller well. She and 
Alan were always part of our lives, 
and part of an era when so much hap-
pened. There were attempts to have 
the party declared illegal and active 
surveillance from ASIO. The Party’s 
influence in the Trade Union move-
ment was huge. 

Beryl and Alan worked wherever the 
Party needed them, at times uprooting and 
moving to where they were more needed. 
They worked at local, state, national, and 
international levels. They sold the Party 
paper (Tribunes/Guardians) at factory 
gates in the early hours when workers were 
clocking on. They were active in strike and 
women’s committees, taking on important 
roles and providing critical support to the 
Party. Beryl attended conferences and events 
all over the country and indeed the world.

The women in the Party from the time 
of formation right though to recent times 
were remarkable and their support and 
contributions invaluable. 

Beryl and Alan were involved when Paul 

Robeson toured, and when union leader 
Clarrie O’Shea was jailed. My mother and 
Beryl were directly involved when O’Shea 
did a speaking tour following his release.  
Beryl and her partner Alan were active right 
through to the fight against apartheid and 
Mandela’s release. They contributed to the 
Party, and anti-war and peace movements 
from their youth – as members of the Eureka 
Youth League and Young Socialist League  
through difficult times that the Party went 
through and subsequent rebuilding. It was 
a lifetime commitment and contribution.

Our Party would not be the Party it is 
without them. They were our Elders and the 
keepers of so much knowledge. I realised 
that after my mum died. Someone asked 
me a question – it was something I would 
have asked mum about for her first hand 
knowledge. I thought “Oh shit I’m now that 
generation in the eyes of our younger and 
newer Comrades!” ...

It’s the  end of an era.
Vale Comrade Beryl. 

Sally Mitchell,  
South Australia

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au

Reviewer: Leo Bolx
The anthology La Lucha: Latin Amer-
ican Feminism Today, edited by Car-
olina Orloff, opens with a voice that 
sets the tone of courage and clarity: 
“My name is Bertha Isabel Zuniga 
Caceres ... I belong to the Lenca peo-
ple that live in the south-west region 
of Honduras.”

Her mother, Berta Caceres, a formidable 
activist for Indigenous land and environmen-
tal rights, was brutally murdered in 2016. 
This tragedy, placed at the book’s threshold, 
becomes emblematic of the struggle that runs 
through all 29 essays – a struggle for land, 
language, and life itself.

The collection gathers luminaries such as 
Valeria Luiselli, Rita Segato, Diamela Eltit, 
Gabriela Cabezon Camara, Selva Almada, 
Cristina Rivera Garza, Claudia Pineiro, Isabel 
Allende, and Maria Moreno, among others. 
The result is a panoramic yet deeply personal 
portrait of feminism in Latin America today 
– intellectual, political, and fiercely defiant.

The section “La Lucha Es Personal” (“The 
struggle is personal”) is the most compel-
ling, where the first-person testimony turns 
political urgency into art. Standouts include 
Rivera Garza’s defence of documentary writ-
ing, Pinero’s witty account of Argentina’s 
feminist awakening and its “feminist pills,” 
Garcia Robayo’s intimate reflection on being 
a woman writer, and Ave Barrera’s dazzling 
essay on women at the wheel.

Cristina Bendek’s vignettes from San 
Andres offer a moving chorus of island 
voices. Essays on Indigenous feminisms, 
forced motherhood, LGBTQI+ rights, and 
de-colonial thought complete the volume’s 
remarkable breadth.

This is a book to be read slowly and dis-
cussed widely – a landmark anthology that 
redefines feminism from the global South 
outward.
Morning Star (edited for space)  

Book Reviews: 

La Lucha: Latin American 
Feminism Today

Sydney VigilSydney Vigil

STOP USA  STOP USA  
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA

4:15 pm till 5:00 pm Monday 17 November
USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney

Call 0418 270 885
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Mark Gruenberg

A record seven million peo-
ple turned out nationwide 18 
October in some 2,600 “No 
Kings Day” protests against 
would-be dictator, President 
Donald Trump, targeting his 
attacks on democracy, his 
attacks on immigrants and 
many of his domestic poli-
cies including the trashing of 
healthcare for millions.

In addition to the 7 million 
pouring into the streets of the 
nation’s cities and towns hundreds 
of thousands more marched in sol-
idarity with them around the globe 
including in cities from Stockholm 
to Sao Paolo.

Key causes included demands 
that Trump stop trampling on the 
US Constitution, especially its First 
Amendment guarantee of freedom 
of speech and his ICE (Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement) agents’ 
violent and vicious kidnapping and 
disappearances of immigrants and 
others. Another major concern of 
the millions out on the streets was 
the impact of the Trump-GOP’s 
megadollar giveaway to billionaires 
and corporations, to be paid for by 
massive cuts in health care.

Across the country thousands 
are already receiving notices of huge 
increases in their health care pre-
miums due to refusal of the GOP to 
come out in support of continuing 
subsidies that keep costs down.

Large contingents of unionists 
marched, notably in Washington 
DC, where the government workers, 
who have particular reason to do 
so, urged their 325,000 members 
nationwide to hit the streets. The 
American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees represents – or 
represented – more than a million 
federal workers until Trump uni-
laterally trashed their collective 
bargaining agreements. He has 
called them enemies. 

The marches and rallies were 
peaceful and positive, giving the 
lie to Republicans who predicted 
it would be a turnout of people 
who “hate America.” There were 
no arrests even in cities where the 
turnout was well into the hundreds 
of thousands.

Only in Los Angeles was there a 
reported arrest of “nearly 100 agi-
tators” according to the police who 
said those arrested were not at all 
part of the main demonstration of 

hundreds of thousands. The LAPD 
tweeted that the No Kings Day dem-
onstrators “were peaceful people 
exercising their First Amendment 
right of free speech.”

The massive peaceful outpour-
ing across the nation contrasted 
sharply with the violent attack on 6 
January 2021 by Trump supporters 
who trashed the Capitol, tried to kill 
the Vice President and the House 
Majority Leader and attacked the 
police with five people eventually 
ending up dead.

New York City marshalled its 
police force for marches which 
drew, according to MSNBC, at 
least 400,000. There were no 
arrests at all.

Trump-supporting Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin, R-Va., activated the 
National Guard to cover protests 
in his state’s D.C. suburbs. They 
had nothing to do.

The more than 200,000 people 
who jammed D.C.’s Pennsylvania 
Avenue from curb to curb and from 
the White House to the Capitol 
turned that march into what the 
Associated Press labeled “a giant 
block party” – with bands, balloons, 
air horns, and people costumed as 
Trump “toads” or as the Statue of 
Liberty.

In Chicago, which has been the 
site of some of the most vicious 
attacks by ICE, including landing 
on top of an apartment building 
on the South Side with Blackhawk 
attack helicopters and dragging 
residents out into the streets in the 
middle of the night, it seemed that 
the entire city was involved in the 
demonstration.

In Hyde Park, which is sev-
eral miles south of the main rally 
location at Grant Park, at 8 am 
the sidewalks were full of people 
headed to the Metra Station in the 
neighbourhood in what looked like 
feeder marches to the main event. 
Chicagoans young and old, carried 
their homemade cardboard signs as 
they poured into the Metra stations 
already overflowing with people 
headed to the march.

Immigrants on the South Side 
from Honduras, Nigeria, and the 
Philippines, living near the apart-
ment building that was raided, went 
to the demonstration. One immi-
grant said “I haven’t felt better since 
Trump took over again, seeing now 
how many people are turning out 
to oppose what he is doing to us.”

Hundreds of police benignly 

looked on at the peaceful crowds 
in states and locations where 
National Guard troops were called 
in. Some National Guards from 
“red states,” previously provided to 
the Nation’s Capital by Republican 
GOP governors, having nothing to 
do, gave differently abled people 
rides in golf-cart-like vehicles down 
a dedicated middle lane reserved 
for emergency vehicles and police 
patrols.

In contrast to the prior week, 
when Trump and other Republicans 
fumed at the coming rally-goers, 
calling them “communists” and 
“antifa” and saying they “hate 
America,” GOP lawmakers – also 
a target of many of the protesters – 
laid low. There are splits in MAGA 
now as vulnerable Republican leg-
islators become increasingly fearful 

that their stance against healthcare 
may endanger their reelection pros-
pects as will the GOP shutdown of 
the federal government. Millions 
of demonstrators, most of who 
are registered voters, does little 
to reduce the fear of vulnerable 
Republicans. 

Trump himself retreated to his 
Mar-a-Lago Florida estate, where 
he hosted a million-dollar-a-plate 
corporate fundraiser.

The crown image predominated 
among the crowds, the signs and 
the slogans, and was even spelled 
out by a human crowd declaring 
“No Kings” on Ocean Beach in San 
Francisco. 

Like prior anti-Trump protests, 
some marchers linked Trump to his 
corporate backers or to the capital-
ist system he not only symbolises 

but is busily enriching through 
sweetheart deals, rollbacks of 
regulations, the federal shutdown, 
intimidation of dissent and a $4.5 
trillion 10-year tax cut for the 1%, 
paid for by the rest of us through 
losing medical care.

Keynote speaker Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, Ind-Vt., addressing the 
D.C. crowd, emphasised all those 
things.

“This is about a handful of the 
wealthiest people on earth, who by 
their insatiable greed have hijacked 
our economy and our political 
system. These are the same bil-
lionaires who funded his [Trump’s] 
campaign,” the senator said.
People’s World (edited for reasons of 
space)  

US: 7 million turn out  
for ‘No Kings Day’

People marching in Manhattan, New York. Photo: Rhododendrites – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Trump retreated to his  
Mar-a-Lago  

Florida estate

We express deep concern over the 
recent escalation of tensions and 
cross-border hostilities between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan. Such confron-
tations neither serve regional peace 
nor the wellbeing of the working peo-
ple of both nations. We firmly believe 
that both countries sharing deep his-
torical and people’s ties must resolve 
their differences through dialogue and 
mutual respect rather than armed con-
frontation. We categorically condemn 
all acts of aggression and interference 
in each other’s internal affairs. 

Afghanistan must ensure that its terri-
tory is not used for militant activities against 
Pakistan, while Pakistan must fully respect 
Afghanistan’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. The path of peace and cooperation 
between people, not militarisation, is the 
only route toward stability and progress in 
the region. 

It is evident that expansionist rhetoric, 
religious fundamentalism, and chauvinistic 
nationalism do not represent the interests 
of the toiling masses. Rather, they serve to 
divide the people and divert attention from 
the pressing socio-economic challenges that 

both nations face. True peace will emerge not 
from the triumph of one state over another, 
but from the unity and empowerment of the 
working people and peace-loving citizens on 
both sides of the border.

We therefore urge both governments to 
engage in constructive negotiations aimed at 
addressing cross-border security concerns, 
improving living conditions in border regions, 
and fostering regional cooperation on the 
basis of equality and sovereignty. The people 
living in the bordering areas of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan deserve an end to perpetual con-
flict and the beginning of an era grounded in 

peace, social justice, and mutual respect. In 
this spirit, we call upon all progressive and 
democratic forces to reject imperialist wars, 
oppose reactionary politics, and uphold the 
principles of solidarity, peace, and self-de-
termination among nations. 

Only through genuine cooperation and 
working people’s unity can the region move 
toward lasting stability and prosperity.

With our fraternal greetings,
The Communist Party of Pakistan

Communist Party of Pakistan condemns 
fundamentalism, military-industrial complex

A statement from the Communist Party of Pakistan
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Dr Bev Hall

The Fourth World Conference 
on Women was held in Beijing, 
China in 1995. It was the big-
gest UN forum ever held with 
over 34,000 delegates from 
over 180 countries attend-
ing government-to-govern-
ment and NGO forums. Two 
of us who were delegates to 
the United Trades and Labor 
Council (UTLC), were assisted 
to go with assistance from the 
Union of Australian Women. 

The NGO forum was not only the 
largest but the most representative. 
There was a strong desire expressed 
throughout the Conference for 
greater participation of women, 
particularly in higher levels of gov-
ernment, trade unions, and other 
areas in positions of power and 
decision-making processes. Overall, 
there had not only been a decline 
of women participating at all levels 
of decision making. There was also 
much greater exploitation in the 
global economy. Representatives 
from Western countries, Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America all expressed 
concerns about the alarming rate 
of global exploitation of women, 
child labour and violence. 

The discussions about blockades 

and sanctions pointed out the 
devastating effects particularly on 
women and children. This was led 
by an international panel from the 
Philippines, Canada, and myself 
from Australia. We learned that 
women were more concerned about 
peace, and the sessions on conflict 
and war were very well attended. 
The exploitation of women in the 
paid and unpaid workforce was 
revealed in almost every country. 

Many governments had set 
up ‘yellow’ unions to comply with 
World Bank demands. This was 
particularly the case in areas of 
female intensive “employment,” 
much of which had become vir-
tual slave labour and had involved 
children from as young as age six. 
Trans national corporations (TNCs) 
were plundering wantonly and 
controlling governments without 
conscience while countries plunged 
deeper into debt. TNCs wanted 
only industry-based unions as they 
were easier to control, whereas 
the national-based unions were 
stronger. 

Structural adjustment was a big 
issue affecting women. There arose 
a need to have a ‘social clause’ incor-
porated into all agreements. Women 
were deeply concerned about the 
globalisation of the economy as 

the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) had recently 
been replaced by the World Trade 
Organisation.

On the landmark 30th anni-
versary of the Beijing Declaration 
on women’s rights in 2025, we see 
hard-won gains toward full gender 
equality under attack due to con-
flicts, sanctions, climate disasters 
and AI. 

UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres declared that the 1995 
Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action had been “the most ambi-
tious global political commitment 
on women’s rights ever achieved” 
but progress had been very “slow 
and uneven.” He was concerned 
that the “wave of misogyny” in AI, 
an industry dominated by men using 
biased data, tended to reinforce 
discrimination. 

Guterres has called for the rat-
ification of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrim-
ination Against Women. He pointed 
out that “equal rights and opportu-
nities for women and girls are global 
imperatives and the foundation for 
peace, prosperity and progress.” He 
felt that everything possible should 
be done to “realise the vision of the 
Beijing Declaration.”
Source: Women’s Agenda   “Unity.” Artwork by Rini Templeton

Beijing declaration 30 years on: 
how far have women come?

Israeli occupation settler violence has 
intensified across the occupied West 
Bank in 2025, with over 2,900 settler 
attacks recorded since the beginning 
of the year resulting in the killing of 
33 Palestinians, according to local 
monitoring groups.

Israeli settlers have also seized approxi-
mately 1,900 dunums (1,000 square metres) 

of Palestinian land so far this year, amid a 
growing campaign of land appropriation and 
forced displacement.

September alone witnessed 490 docu-
mented settler attacks, reflecting a sharp 
rise in aggression against Palestinian 
communities.

On 19 October, settlers attacked Palestin-
ian olive pickers in the town of Turmus Ayya 

near Ramallah, injuring two farmers and a 
foreign activist. The settlers also torched 
private vehicles, while Israeli occupation 
forces accompanying the attackers assisted 
in enforcing access restrictions and fired 
shots towards the farmers, preventing them 
from completing the harvest.

The escalation comes amid the ongoing 
annual olive harvest season in Palestine, a 

period often marked by heightened settler 
violence across the West Bank as part of a 
systematic state-led campaign, with Israeli 
settlers and Israeli armed forces blocking 
access to farmlands, assaulting olive pickers, 
destroying olive trees, and causing significant 
financial losses and harm to the Palestinian 
economy.  

Israeli settler violence increases
A statement from the General Delegation of Palestine to  
Australia, Aotearoa New Zealand and the Pacific

Hugh Lanning

Trump’s “peace in our time” 
Gaza plan provides a truce 
to the unremitting slaughter 
– although the trauma con-
tinues as the people of Gaza 
return to find the horror of 
yet more bodies, many having 
been executed in cold blood, 
underneath the rubble.

There is no mention of a second 
state, there is no mention of a free, 
independent Palestine even as some 
distant goal to be worked towards.

Israel remains as truculent as 
ever, repeating endlessly there will 
never be a Palestine.

No two-state solution, no men-
tion of the 1967 borders.

As the Western powers gathered 
in Egypt to congratulate them-
selves, if you listened to the press 
you would “think it is all over.” 
Therefore, now is an appropriate 
time to take stock and set out the 
charge sheet against Israel.

The crimes have been done and 
cannot be undone. The slaughter 
of men, women and children, the 
deliberate starvation and famine, 
the ethnic cleansing and genocide 

all happened. Those responsible, 
not just in Israel but in the US, 
Britain and Australia as well, need 
to be held accountable. 

Israel has built and established 
an apartheid colonial regime – 
this needs to be dismantled, lit-
erally brick by brick. There are 
the ever-expanding settlements, 
with approaching a million illegal 
settlers, protected and buttressed 
by the wall. All illegally built on 
stolen land made possible by the 
ethnic cleansing of the Indigenous 
Palestinian population. Settlements 
linked by the settler-only road 
system. The wall, settlements and 
settlers must go.

Underpinning this settler col-
onisation of Palestine is the mili-
tary occupation. Through physical 
occupation, the hundreds of check-
points, military incursions and the 
oppressive threat of the armed 
IDF presence everywhere, Israel 
controls the whole territory. The 
occupation must end, no Israeli 
troops on Palestinian land.

It is an open prison with con-
stant surveillance. For Palestinians 
there is no freedom of movement.

Israel controls the airspace and 

all land borders, blocking aid at 
the border crossings, and at sea, 
stopping fishing and the flotillas.

Palestine cannot trade, import 
or export freely, it has no air or rail 
links with the outside world.

Israel has stolen Palestine’s 
land, destroyed its olive trees; stolen 
its waters and taken control of its 
aquifers. Along with Egypt, Israel 
is after Palestine’s gas, in the Med-
iterranean sea and the oil under 
the West Bank – not forgetting the 
minerals in the Dead Sea.

Civilian life has been system-
atically destroyed – the health 
and education systems, civic and 
religious buildings, markets, agri-
cultural land and farms. Its utilities 
are in ruins.

East Jerusalem – historically 
Palestine’s economic and religious 
heart – has been stolen through its 
annexation in 1968. Its population 
are classed as residents, not citizens, 
paying taxes, but not allowed to vote 
in Israeli national elections, whilst 
blocked from representation within 
the Palestinian Authority.

Palestinians live under Israel’s 
military law not their own. They are 
not free to marry, vote, buy land, 

build houses or move without the 
Israeli state’s approval or risk its 
intervention.

Israel was built on a legal frame-
work that guarantees the protected 
legal status and superiority of Jews. 
Palestinians under occupation are 
treated unequally, they do not have 
the same rights as Israeli Jews, not 
least the settlers. It is an apartheid 
regime. It is the same for the 1.5 
million Palestinians living in Israel, 
notionally citizens or “residents” 
but with lesser rights, different 
laws, education system and rules 
– especially about preventing land 
ownership.

This leaves aside the deaths, 
murders, settler violence, false 
imprisonment – often without 
charge – of the hostages Israel has 
seized, and the hundreds of child 
prisoners.

Hardly any of these funda-
mental issues are mentioned in 
the Trump plan – because Israel 
has no intention of changing any 
of them. It is determined to keep 
Palestinians under its “iron heel.” 
The colonial framework of Trumps 
plan is designed to do just that.

Therefore, the task for the 

solidarity movement is clear, but 
challenging.

The Palestinian strategy of 
internal resistance coupled with 
global Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions pressure remains the 
only way forward, but we need to 
go to places we’ve not been before.

Sanctions and an end to the 
arms trade remain essential – the 
world should not replenish Israel’s 
arms stocks and feed its military 
trade. Trade with Israel should be 
sanctioned, not privileged.

Governments need to be forced 
take meaningful action. Divestment 
needs to spread and become the 
ethical, institutional norm – for 
banks, churches, pension funds 
and all public bodies.

Boycott in all its forms – con-
sumer, cultural, sporting – should 
be everyone’s default position.

There might be a pause in 
marching, but there is much work 
to be done. 
Morning Star (edited for reasons of 
space)  

Israel’s crimes
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Military leader Colonel 
Michael Randrianirina will 
be sworn in as Madagascar’s 
transitional president, the 
country’s new leadership has 
announced.

This comes after the African 
Union (AU) said it was suspending 
Madagascar after the ousting of 
President Andry Rajoelina.

A statement from the new mil-
itary leaders today said Colonel 
Randrianirina “will be sworn in as 
President of the Refoundation of the 
Republic of Madagascar during a 
solemn hearing of the High Con-
stitutional Court” on 17 October.

President Rajoelina, who was 
impeached by lawmakers after 
fleeing abroad – with the aid of 
former colonial ruler France – over 
the weekend, has condemned the 
takeover and refused to step down 

despite youth-led demonstrations 
demanding his resignation and 
widespread defections in the secu-
rity forces.

Colonel Randrianirina led a mil-
itary rebellion that sided with the 
protesters and removed Rajoelina 
in the east African island nation of 
about 30 million people.

The military takeover capped 
weeks of protests led by youth 
groups calling themselves “Gen Z 
Madagascar” and including trade 
unions and civic groups, hit the 
streets against limitations on access 
to water and electricity as well as 
demands for better government 
and job opportunities.

Although some critics have 
suggested the military seized 
power on the backs of the civilian 
protesters, demonstrators cheered 
Colonel Randrianirina and other 

soldiers from his elite Army Corps 
of Personnel and Administrative 
and Technical Services unit as they 
triumphantly rode through the 
streets of the capital Antananarivo.

The colonel has promised elec-
tions in two years.

The takeover was “an awaken-
ing of the people. It was launched 
by the youth. And the military sup-
ported us,” said the protest leader, 
Safika, who only gave one name.

“We must always be wary, but 
the current state of affairs gives us 
reason to be confident,” said Safika.

The AU condemned the coup 
and announced the country’s 
suspension from the bloc. The 
United Nations said it was “deeply 
concerned by the unconstitutional 
change of power.”
Morning Star  

BOLIVIA: Rodrigo Paz, a right-wing senator, won Bolivia’s 
presidential election with 54% of the vote and told sup-
porters in his victory speech: “Today Bolivia can be cer-
tain that this will be a government that will bring solutions.” 
The election marks the end of the 20-year-long rule of the 
Movimiento al Socialismo (MAS) party, which had suffered 
a crushing defeat in the first round of presidential election 
held in late August. The candidate fielded by MAS won 
only 3.16% of the vote, just above the threshold needed 
for the party to retain its legal status.

CHINA: The first Chinese container ship completed a tran-
sit to Europe via the Arctic’s Northern Sea Route (NSR), 
backed by Russia’s nuclear ice-breaker fleet. The voyage 
nearly halved the shipping time compared to traditional 
southern routes. The Arctic passage is being closely mon-
itored by the global shipping industry as a faster alterna-
tive. A typical voyage via the Suez Canal takes about 40 
days, while the route around Africa’s Cape Good Hope 
takes approximately 50 days. It took the Chinese cargo 
ship only 20 days to get to Britain via the NSR.

LIBERIA: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and the 
Liberian Foreign Minister held talks in Washington to dis-
cuss US investment in Liberia, including greater participa-
tion in Liberia’s critical minerals sector. Liberia is seeking 
investment in mining and infrastructure after the discov-
ery of uranium, lithium, cobalt, manganese, and neodym-
ium deposits. Earlier this year Liberian President Joseph 
Boakai said the country expected to attract $3 billion in 
investment following the new mineral finds, which he said 
were identified through studies conducted over five dec-
ades and funded by China. China’s recent decision on rare 
earth export restrictions can severely impact America’s 
defence and aerospace companies like Boeing, Raytheon, 
Lockheed Martin, Dynamics, and SpaceX.

GREECE: Riot police clashed with medical staff at an 
Athens public hospital during a protest over the state of 
public health services held during a visit to the facility by 
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis. Police fired vol-
leys of pepper spray and used shields and batons to push 
away doctors who were demanding to meet with the PM at 
the University General Hospital.

MOROCCO: Morocco’s government promised to make 
major improvements to healthcare, education, and youth 
participation in politics. This follows a wave of youth-driv-
en protests sparked by public anger over inequality and 
corruption that have shaken the country. The promised 
changes mark the first concrete reforms since the demon-
strations erupted last month.

AFGHANISTAN: Pakistan and Afghanistan agreed to 
an immediate ceasefire during talks in Doha, Qatar. The 
Qatari foreign Minister said that the two sides also decided 
to hold additional meetings in the coming days to ensure 
the sustainability of the ceasefire and verify its implemen-
tation. “During the negotiations, Afghanistan and Pakistan 
agreed to the establishment of mechanisms to consolidate 
lasting peace and stability between the two countries,” 
he said. The negotiations marked the first formal contact 
between Islamabad and Kabul since deadly incidents in 
Paktika province, where Afghan officials reported that sev-
eral civilians were killed in airstrikes. Doha, which bro-
kered the meeting, alongside Turkey, expressed optimism 
in a closing statement, calling the ceasefire an essential 
step toward reducing border tensions and fostering long-
term regional stability.

Global Briefs
African Union 

suspends 
Madagascar
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Roger McKenzie

The foreign ministers of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM), meeting in Kampala, Uganda, 
have issued a special statement demanding 
an end to the “irresponsible behaviour” of 
the United States in the Caribbean.

The statement came after US President Donald 
Trump revealed that he has authorised his country’s 
spy agency to conduct operations in Venezuela.

The foreign ministers said the situation in the 
region “has only worsened” since they issued a state-
ment in September about the “deployment of additional 
extra-regional military forces and resources” by the 
US, coupled with new “hostile actions, intimidating 
threats and even more aggressive rhetoric.”

They also called for the US to “desist from irre-
sponsible behaviour.”

The ministers warned that a further deterioration 
of the situation, or a direct armed attack on Venezuela, 
would risk a wider conflict throughout the region, 
undermining its status as a Zone of Peace, declared 
in 2014 by the Community of Latin American and 
Caribbean States.

The ministers from NAM, which represents 120 
countries, reaffirmed their determination to defend 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and non-intervention 
in the internal affairs of states.

US President Trump confirmed to journalists on 
Wednesday that he has authorised the Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA) to conduct covert operations 
inside Venezuela.

Following a New York Times report, a journalist 
asked President Trump why he had authorised “the 
CIA to go into Venezuela.”

Trump said: “I authorised for two reasons. Number 
one, they have emptied their prisons into the US.

“And the other thing is drugs,” before continuing 
his baseless allegation that Venezuela is involved in 
the drugs trade. It is very unusual for a president to 
comment on CIA activities.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro responded, 
saying: “No to regime change, which reminds us so 
much of the endless, failed wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Libya and so on.”

“No to CIA orchestrated coups d’etat.”
Morning Star  

Non-Aligned Movement 
condemns US  

‘irresponsible behaviour’
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Greetings on the 97th Anniversary of the PCP
Domingo Cabrera Toro  
General Secretary  
Peruvian Communist Party 

Australia 4 October 2025

Dear Comrade, 

The Communist Party of Australia sends warm and 
fraternal greetings on the occasion of the 97th anniver-
sary of your Party. At the meeting of our party's Central 
Committee this weekend, we agreed to send these warm 
greetings to the Peruvian communists with our best 
wishes for your success in facing the challenges faced by 
the working people in the historical circumstances being 
imposed by the bourgeois government led by President 
Diana Boluarte. 

You continue in the example of Comrade José Carlos 
Mariátegui on 7 October 1928, for a free, sovereign, and 
socialist country. 

Our peoples and parties struggle in the complex con-
ditions of our respective countries, and we also share 
the pain of the Palestinian people’s struggle against the 
genocide perpetrated by Israeli Zionism. 

Our party celebrates 105 years this October 30th, in the 
struggle for the emancipation from colonialism imposed 
on our country. We are pleased that our struggles for a 
just and humane socialist society continue in Peru and 
Australia; we remain committed to victory forever. 

We wish the Peruvian Communist Party every success 
in its daily struggle for a more just and humane society 
for the benefit of the Peruvian working class. 

Long live proletarian internationalism! 

In socialism, 

Vinnie Molina  
Communist Party of Australia,  
CPA President

Adam Barbato Shoufani 
General Secretary 
Swiss Communist Youth 
E: gioventu.comunista@gmail.com 

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) salutes the 
Swiss Communist Youth and wish you every success 
in your upcoming Assembly in preparation for the 
25th Congress of the Communist Party (Switzerland).

We hope that your meeting contributes to  new unity 
in your Party and a groundswell of support for your 
movement and its role in mobilising the working class 
of Switzerland.

We acknowledge your struggles to demand for a better 
life for youth, free transport, an end to precarious 
employment, and ongoing actions against the Pales-
tinian genocide.

The growth and life of your Party and its young wing are 

in our thoughts. It is vital that Communists in capitalist 
countries like ours build a strong and credible resistance 
to monopoly capitalism and the Atlanticist imperialism 
that plagues Western Europe.

We hope to strengthen ties and mutual exchange between 
our two parties and youth going into the future.

In the spirit of Marx, Engels and Lenin, please accept 
our fraternal greetings.

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Long live the Communist Party!

Long live the Swiss Communist Youth!

International Department 
Communist Party of Australia

15 October 2025

CPA greeting to the CPB’s 58th Congress
Robert Griffiths 
General Secretary 
Communist Party of Britain 
E: international@communistparty.org.uk

Dear comrade,

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) sends solidarity 
to the Communist Party of Britain (CPB) on the occa-
sion of your 58th Congress and the launch of your new 
Political Resolution. Your Congress comes in the midst 
of a crisis in capitalism in your country and worldwide.

We salute your call for a United Front against capitalism 
with Trade Unions at the core, for collective action on 
Climate Change, and in resisting Western imperialist 
aggression around the world.

Our respective parties are committed to exposing the 
role our governments play in financing the Israeli-US 
genocide against the Palestinian people, and condemning 

the complicity of the UK and Australia in aiding and abet-
ting Euro-US imperialism through AUKUS and NATO. 
We jointly resist economic warfare against the Global 
South, and the ongoing subjugation of poorer nations 
and Indigenous peoples around the world.

We hope your 58th Congress is a great success, and 
sincerely look forward to more joint work in the area of 
publication, working class mobilisation and the anti-im-
perialist struggle.

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Long live the Communist Party of Britain!

Vinnie Molina 
International Department 
Communist Party of Australia, CPA

17th October 2025
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Graham Holton

National Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day in the United States is 
observed on 14 October 2025 
(also Columbus Day) to cel-
ebrate the history, cultures, 
and contributions of Indig-
enous communities. It also 
recognises the resilience and 
sovereignty of Indigenous peo-
ples after the impact of the 
colonial legacy following the 
arrival of Columbus in 1492. 

Ceremonies and cultural events 
celebrate Indigenous heritage 
with educational programs run in 
schools and museums. Although 
not a federal holiday, ten states 
have a holiday celebrating Native 
American culture.

The American Indian Move-
ment was founded 1968. It saw 
Columbus Day as whitewashing the 
brutal colonisation, displacement, 
and suffering of Indigenous peoples. 
In 1977, the International World 
Conference on Discrimination 
Against Indigenous Populations 
in the Americas was sponsored by 
the United Nations in Switzerland. 
It discussed replacing Columbus 
Day in the Americas with a cele-
bration to be known as Indigenous 
People’s Day. 

The First Continental Con-
ference on 500 Years of Indian 
Resistance was held in Quito, 
Ecuador, with representatives of 
Indigenous peoples coming from 
across the Americas. It agreed 
that 1992 would mark the 500th 
anniversary of the first of the 
voyages of Christopher Columbus 
reframing Columbus as a symbol 
of genocide and oppression. In 
2021, President Joe Biden  issued a 
proclamation formally recognising 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day as a 
national observance. 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day has 
been criticised by American con-
servatives. In 2020, President 
Donald Trump described the day 
as “the radical left eradicating our 
history”. In 2022, the Washington 
Examiner published a column 
calling for the holiday’s end, saying 
that Indigenous peoples attacked 
and conquered each other’s land. 
Other critics saw it as an attack on 
Italian Americans and their history, 
labelling it Italian discrimination. 
The Second Trump Administration 
has criticised “left-wing radicals” for 
tarnishing Columbus’s reputation. 

Protests against days of cele-
bration continue. A National Day of 
Mourning is held on Thanksgiving 
Day in Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
as a protest and remembrance by 
Indigenous people opposing the 
traditional Thanksgiving narrative. 
In 2020, the Indigenous People’s 
Day of Rage was held in Portland, 
where protesters toppled statues 
and made claims against settler 
colonial commemoration. The fight 
for the narrative of commemorat-
ing conquest or its consequences 
continues.  

Generative opportunities
This probably isn’t a problem for many of our readers, but if you 
ever really want to say “Hey, times are tough, we’re going to 
have to sack a lot of you” to workers in a business you’re run-
ning, unlamented former Australian National University Vice 
Chancellor Genevieve Bell is here to help. What she said to 
ANU staff was that the university was “facing headwinds in 
its operating environments.” This means that times are tough, 
although ANU management was about $60 million out in its esti-
mate of how tough. Bell went on. The “headwinds” gave ANU 
“generative opportunities”, which meant Bell could sack a lot of 
people, after which everything would be hunky dory. 

Arbitrary private power
A blast from the past here. When Milton Friedman, one of the 
patron saints of the neoliberal mentality view that everything is 
a market and markets make everything better, came to Austral-
ia 50 years ago, he described union efforts to preserve nice old 
buildings as “arbitrary private power.” The decision to participate 
in the ‘Green bans’ was taken by democratically elected union 
officials representing thousands of workers. 

Firebrand
Barnaby Joyce is back in the news again, delighting mainstream 
media commentators who prefer focussing on a near-annihilated 
Coalition to holding Labor to account. Joyce has been described 
as “a political firebrand” by one hack, presumably because ‘nar-
cissistic blowhard’ is too hard to spell.

Aspiration, backing
The Australian Liberal Party is looking more rubbish than usual 
and is engaging in some ‘soul searching.’ That means some of 
them are experimenting with racism and climate denialism while 
the others are being ‘moderate’ and waiting for Labor to make a 
mistake they can use.
There’s no shortage of opinion-mongers with time on their 
hands willing to offer the Libs un-asked-for advice. One of them 
wants to revive a Howard-era term and says the Liberals should 
be a movement supported by people who believe in “backing 
aspiration.” For Howard, it meant pressuring workers to give up 
on solidarity in return for the possibility of future personal wealth.
This paper believes in backing aspirations too. Specifically, we 
back working people’s aspirations to job security, safety at work 
and a habitable planet. 

Clever
In a recent listicle of ‘reforms’ he liked, Nine journo Peter Hartch-
er described HECS/HELP as “a clever scheme to make sure 
that no one was denied entry to university because of a lack of 
money.” The Hawke government’s scheme was always about 
saving the government money, and has led to people putting off 
tertiary study because they don’t want to start work with a giant 
debt hanging over their heads. 

Engaging and elevated
Someone from gambling company Sportsbet recently had the 
pleasure of promoting their company in a lecture to Monash 
university students about design. “Believe me,” they told the 
assembled knowledge-seekers, “we’ve got plans to make it 
more engaging and elevated.” This term is Sportsbet for “addic-
tive and profitable.” 
Don’t worry Sportsbet. We believe you. 

Clear statement
Tony Burke says establishing envoys against antisemitism and 
islamaphobia is “a really clear statement that you don’t get 
licence for bigotry under the shroud of freedom of speech.” If 
it’s really such a clear statement, Burke shouldn’t have to spell 
it out. In the case of his antisemitism envoy, the appointment 
was also a pretty clear statement that the Albanese government 
doesn’t mind spending over a million a year on someone who 
supports the bombing of Palestinian hospitals.

US celebrates National 
Indigenous Day
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Greece’s parliament has approved a govern-
ment-backed reform that lets employers extend 
working days to 13 hours under certain con-
ditions. The move has sparked mass protests 
from workers already struggling with a cost-
of-living crisis.

The legislation, passed by the government majority, 
expands the current eight-hour day. The opposition 
accused the ruling party of eroding labour rights and 
“pushing the country back to the Middle Ages.” Greeks 
already work the most in the EU, averaging 40 hours 
a week compared to 35 across the bloc.

The government says the reform will modernise 
labor laws and insists that longer shifts will remain 
optional, apply only to the private sector, and will be 
limited to 37 days a year. Officials argue the change 

allows employees to work extra for the same employer 
instead of juggling multiple part-time jobs. 

Labor unions, however, have denounced the law 
as a blow to workers’ rights amid stagnant wages 
and soaring living costs. They have already staged 
two general strikes. The public-sector union ADEDY 
warned that the measure amounted to “the abolition 
of the eight-hour day, the destruction of family and 
social life, and the legalisation of over-exploitation.” 

Union leaders say the reform strips workers of 
negotiating power in a country plagued by undeclared 
labour and low wages.

“You can’t really refuse; they always find ways to 
impose what they want,” a 46-year-old construction 
worker told AFP.
RT.com  

Greece: 13-hour work day
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Venezuela: from Nobel to Nobel
An open letter from Adolfo Pérez Esquivel  

to María Corina Machado
I extend to you the best wishes for 
peace and goodness that humanity 
and people living in poverty, conflict, 
war, and hunger so desperately need. 
This open letter aims to express our 
gratitude and share some thoughts.

I was surprised by your nomination for 
the Nobel Peace Prize by the Nobel Commit-
tee. It reminded me of the struggles against 
dictatorships on the continent and in my 
country, under the military dictatorships 
we endured from 1976 to 1983. We endured 
prisons, torture, and exile, with thousands 
of people missing, children abducted and 
disappeared, and the death flights of which 
I myself am a survivor.

In 1980, the Nobel Committee awarded 
me the Nobel Peace Prize. Forty-five years 
have passed, and we continue to work in 
service of the poorest and alongside the 
peoples of Latin America. On behalf of all, 
I accepted this high distinction, not for the 
Prize itself, but for my commitment to the 
peoples, sharing their struggles and hopes 
for building a new era. Peace is built day 
by day, and we must be consistent between 
words and deeds.

At 94, I continue to learn from life and 
am concerned about your situation and your 
social and political decisions. That is why I 
am addressing these thoughts to you.

The Venezuelan government is a democ-
racy with its ups and downs. Hugo Chávez 
paved the way for freedom and the sover-
eignty of the people and fought for the unity 
of the continent. This was the awakening 
of the Great Homeland. The United States 
has constantly attacked it; it cannot allow 
any country on the continent to escape its 
orbit and colonial dependence; it persists in 
considering Latin America as its “backyard.” 
The US blockade imposed on Cuba for more 
than 60 years is an attack on the freedom 
and rights of its people. The resistance of 
the Cuban people is an example of dignity 
and strength.

I am surprised by your attachment to 
the United States, and you should know that 
they have no allies or friends, only interests. 
The dictatorships imposed in Latin America 
were instrumentalised by their interests of 
domination, destroying the lives and social, 
cultural, and political organisation of the 

peoples who were fighting for their freedom 
and self-determination. We, the people, 
resist and fight for the right to be free and 
sovereign, not a colony of the United States.

Nicolás Maduro’s government lives 
under threat from the United States, from 
the blockade; just think of the naval forces in 
the Caribbean and the danger of invasion of 
your country. Have you not said a word, or 
do you support the interference of this great 
power against Venezuela? The Venezuelan 
people are ready to face the threat.

Corina, I ask you. Why did you call on 
the United States to invade Venezuela? – 
When you received the news that you had 
been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, you 
dedicated it to Trump. The aggressor against 
your country is lying and accusing Venezuela 
of drug trafficking, a lie similar to that of 
George Bush, who accused Saddam Hussein 
of possessing “weapons of mass destruction.” 
A pretext for invading Iraq and plundering 
it, causing thousands of victims, women and 
children. I was in Baghdad at the end of the 
war, in the children’s hospital, and I saw 
the destruction and deaths perpetrated by 
those who proclaim themselves defenders of 
freedom. The worst form of violence is lies.

Remember, Corina, that Panama was 
invaded by the United States, sowing death 
and destruction to capture a former ally, 
General Noriega. The invasion left 1,200 dead 
in Los Chorrillos. Today, the United States 
is trying to regain control of the Panama 
Canal. The list of American interventions 
and their suffering in Latin America and 
the world is long. The veins of Latin Amer-
ica are still open, as Eduardo Galiano says. 
I am concerned that you did not dedicate 
the Nobel Prize to your people, but rather to 
the aggressor of the Venezuelans. I believe, 
Corina, that you must analyze your situation 
and know where you stand, if you are simply 
a part of American colonialism, subject to 
its dominant interests, which can never be 
beneficial for your people. As an opponent of 
the Maduro government, your positions and 
choices generate a great deal of uncertainty. 
You are resorting to the worst by calling on 
the United States to invade Venezuela.

What must be kept in mind is that 
building peace requires great strength and 
courage for the sake of your people, whom 

I know and love deeply. Where once there 
were slums in the hills, surviving in poverty 
and deprivation, today there is decent hous-
ing, healthcare, education, and culture. The 
dignity of people cannot be bought or sold.

Corina, as the poet says: “Walker, there 
is no path, the path is made by walking.” You 
now have the opportunity to work for your 
people and build peace, not provoke more 
violence. One evil cannot be solved with a 
greater one. We will only have two evils and 
never a solution to the conflict.

Open your mind and heart to dialogue, to 
encounter with your people, empty the jug of 
violence, and build peace and unity among 
your people so that the light of freedom and 
equality may enter.

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel
12 October 2025

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel (Buenos Aires, 26 
November 1931) is an Argentine activist, 
professor, sculptor and painter, known for 
his defence of human rights and the right 
to self-determination of peoples, as well as 
for his commitment to liberation theology. In 
1980, he received the Nobel Peace Prize 
for his commitment to defending democracy 
and human rights through non-violent 
means against military dictatorships in Latin 
America.  

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel. Photo: Romina Icaza/ Asamblea Nacional – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Graham Holton

The government of President Nicolás 
Maduro has announced it will close 
its embassy in Australia and Norway 
as part of a diplomatic reshuffle. The 
Venezuelan government has described 
the closure as part of a “strategic 
re-assignation of resources” within 
its foreign service. It will open new 
diplomatic missions in Burkina Faso 
and Zimbabwe. Consular services for 
Venezuelans are to continue, but will 
be handled ‘through other diplomatic 

missions.’ Venezuelans in Australia 
will need to rely on ‘concurrent’ or 
alternative diplomatic representations 
from embassies in nearby countries, 
or via honorary consuls to access con-
sular services.

Caracas justified opening new missions 
as forging ties with ‘strategic partners in the 
anti-colonial fight’ and resisting ‘hegem-
onic pressures.’ It claimed the closures and 
new openings are part of a ‘first phase’ in a 
comprehensive restructuring aligned with 
its domestic development plan.

There is media speculation about the 

timing of the announcement, so soon after 
Venezuela’s opposition leader, María Corina 
Machado, won the 2025 Nobel Peace Prize. 
Some analysts suggest this might be a political 
reaction to international pressure. Officially 
Venezuela has not associated the closure with 
the Machado being awarded the Peace Prize, 
and there are no unofficial sources suggest-
ing that the award had anything to do with 
the shuttering of the embassy in Norway. 

Machado dedicated her Nobel Peace Prize 
to the people of Venezuela and President 
Donald Trump “for his decisive support of 
our cause.” The US president has attacked 

the Maduro’s presidency, and has cut off 
diplomacy with Venezuela. The Trump 
administration has called for the arrest 
of Maduro for drug trafficking, offering a 
US$50 million reward for his arrest. The 
US president has long seen the Venezuelan 
government as illegal, backing a failed coup 
against Hugo Chávez, and supporting an 
opposition leader with a minute share of 
the vote as president. 

The Trump administration’s missile 
strikes on Venezuelan fishing boats have 
been described as “extrajudicial executions” 
by UN-appointed human rights exerts.  

Venezuela to close embassy in Australia
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