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In the NSW-Victorian border city of 
Wodonga those made homeless are 
directed to a government-funded NGO 
where the homeless go to seek the 
provision of shelter. They are firstly 
asked if they have a car. If they do, 
they are told it is their new home. If 
they don’t have a car, they are offered 
a tent, if they’re lucky. This is the state 
of play in a country with a government 
that fails to provide one of our basic 
needs: shelter.

In Australia, one of the richest countries 
of the world, homelessness and housing 
stress have reached crisis proportions, and 
continue to increase with no end in sight. 
Indigenous Australians, women and children 
are disproportionately affected.

Specialist homelessness services (SHS) 
supported around 280,000 people in 
2023–24, with almost half of unaccompa-
nied young people aged 15-24 seeking help 
still experiencing homelessness when their 
support ended. Thousands were turned away 
as services could not cope with demand.

According to the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare (AIHW), 1.3 million 
low-income households were experiencing 
housing stress in 2024–25, spending more 
than 30 per cent of their disposable income 
on housing. Many of these households could 
be on the brink of homelessness.

The Reserve Bank of Australia brought 
no joy to those paying mortgages or renting 
as it left interest rates on hold.

AIHW spokesperson Louise Gates said 
a lack of stable housing has two effects, 
“eroding hope” and “trapping” people in 
homelessness. This creates further risks for 
people already experiencing mental health 
challenges and dangerous environments.

“It’s very common for people, particularly 
if they’re rough sleeping, to be subject to 
violence on the street. But also, when people 
are couch surfing or in rooming houses, they 
can experience violence,” she said.

“That’s where we see the suicides and 
overdoses as a direct consequence of those 
experiences.”

Kate Colvin, CEO of Homelessness Aus-
tralia, told SBS News many of these deaths 
are avoidable. She explained that a lack of 
housing services also undermines a person’s 
ability to seek medical help for a chronic 
condition or illness.

Deaths by suicide and coronary heart 
disease, were also significant causes of death 

for the study period of 2013 to 2023. Liver 
diseases, cancers, and other illnesses were 
also common causes of death.

Governments at all levels are failing to 
stem the tide while continuing to subsidise 
investors and promote the use of housing 
as a for-profit commodity.

DEADLY OUTCOMES
The number of people dying while home-

less is rising. All too often, they’re dying in 
their 30s to early 50s.

According to AIHW the annual death toll 
of homeless who accessed homeless services 
rose from 914 to 1,459 in the decade to 2023 
– an almost 60 per cent increase.

Alarmingly 180 of these deaths were 
children under 14.

Almost half (45 per cent) of those deaths 
were in people aged 35-54, while about 
one in eight (1,700 in total) were people 
aged 25-34.

The AIHW reports that the median age 
at death was 47 for people sleeping rough 
compared 82 for all Australians. Among those 
accessing homelessness services, the median 
age at death was 55 – 27 years younger.

INDIGENOUS  
LEFT BEHIND

Homelessness Australia and the National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Hous-
ing Association (NATSIHA) warn that First 
Nations families are being left behind. They 
report a surge in the number of Indigenous 
adults and children turning to homelessness 
services.

“First Nations Australians already face 
higher rates of overcrowded housing and 
poor housing conditions and earlier contact 
with homelessness services. These figures 
show the gap is widening, and that’s unac-
ceptable,” said Zachariah Matysek,” acting 
CEO of NATSIHA.

“Homelessness isn’t just a housing issue; 
it’s a health issue, an education issue, and 
a justice issue. You can’t access healthcare 
without a stable address. Children can’t 
consistently attend school if they don’t know 
where they’ll sleep that night. And without 
secure housing, our people are more likely 
to be criminalised simply for surviving. Until 
the Australian government treats housing 
as the foundation for all other outcomes, 
it will continue to fail in its commitment to 
Closing the Gap.

“This new data confirms what our com-
munities have been saying for decades – that 

we are being left behind in the most basic 
of human rights: a safe and stable home.

“Almost one-third of children experienc-
ing homelessness are Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander. That’s not just a statistic – 
that’s a national shame. We urgently need 
a First Nations-led National Housing and 
Homelessness Plan, resourced properly 
and backed by real commitments, not just 
rhetoric,” Matysek said.

First Nations over-representation is 
growing – First Nations people already 
account for 28 per cent of all people who 
are homeless and 31 per cent of people in 
homeless families.

In 2023‑24 homelessness services helped 
77,003 children. Almost one third were 
Indigenous.

Homelessness Australia is calling for tar-
geted action to address this issue, including a 
dedicated First Nations National Housing and 
Homelessness Plan to guide major reforms; a 
major boost to the Housing Australia Future 
Fund to supply enough social housing to meet 
need; and properly resourcing First Nations 
organisations so they can deliver housing 
and homelessness services for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people.

WOMEN COP THE BRUNT
“Homelessness is increasing for all, but 

women and girls are copping the brunt of 
this crisis,” Colvin said.

Continued on page 2
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Good news
There’s a lot of bad news out there. This paper 

often tries to shine a light on bad news not reported 
elsewhere. This editorial is about a good news topic: 
Indigenous Australians.

Australia’s media doesn’t do a good job with Indig-
enous Australians. The Murdoch-owned papers show 
no compunction at printing frankly racist cartoons, 
and articles attacking high-profile Aboriginal people. 
Other media outlets only report Indigenous affairs if 
they absolutely have to. To put it plainly, they don’t 
make enough fuss about Indigenous triumphs. Here 
are a few under-reported good news stories. 

As of April 2025 South Australia became the first 
Australian jurisdiction to establish a First Nations 
Voice to Parliament. The SA Voice is based on the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart and it works as the 
national voice was supposed to. It’s an elected body 
representing Aboriginal people to the South Austral-
ian Parliament on topics that the state government 
can do something about. This includes things like 
corrections and justice, housing, child protection, 
education, and health. How’s it going so far? It’s 
early days, but the body is definitely representative 
and democratic. 

As of October 2025 Victoria has a treaty. The 
treaty includes the creation of a permanent Abo-
riginal advisory and decision-making body. First 
people’s Assembly co chair Ngarra Murray said “our 
people will no longer tolerate being the political foot-
ball that politicians kick around looking to further 
selfish interests.”

These representative bodies aren’t the promised 
land. They do not have legislative power, but they’re 
not nothing, and they’re not the end of it. There’s 
still a lot more to be done.

Indigenous people tend to be reported on in terms 
of problems to be fixed, with the very honourable 
reception of all-indigenous Koori Mail newspaper. 
If you haven’t looked at the Koori Mail, check it out, 
it’s a tonic, bursting with news, much of it positive. 
Indigenous people were never waiting for white 
Australians to ‘fix’ things.

Something that doesn’t have to be fixed, but 
should be celebrated, is the Indigenous contribu-
tion to the nation. Supply Nation CEO Kate Russell 
cites studies showing that Indigenous-led businesses 
contribute $42.6 billion in social and economic value 
each year. 

Indigenous culture is thriving. There’s an opera 
in the Noongar language coming out this month in 
Western Australia. Indigenous cinema is doing well 
world-wide (see Guardian #2166 13 October 2025 for 
a run-down), as are hip-hop and literature. Aborig-
inal languages are being used, revived, and taught.

Of course all’s not rosy. That Victorian treaty will 
be torn up if the Liberal Party gets back into power. 
Queensland’s government seems actively hostile 
to any positive steps. Across the country, mining 
companies see Aboriginal people – as companies 
under capitalism see all people – as an obstacle that 
needs to be placated, not as the owners of the land. 
Racism persists as right-wingers wage culture war 
on the use of Indigenous place names. As this paper 
has reported, governments in Victoria, Queensland, 
and the Northern Territory have taken backward 
steps on the issue of bail laws and ‘tough on crime’ 
measures that are especially tough on Aboriginal 
people. 

The Communist Party of Australia was the first 
political party in Australia to take Indigenous rights 
seriously. We celebrate Aboriginal triumphs and 
support Aboriginal struggles. We do this on Abo-
riginal land. 
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Quote of the Week
“�The US relationship matters more than some  
domestic politics about environmental reform.”

Foreign Minister Penny Wong making it clear how important  
Australia’s environment is to Labor.

From 27 February to 1 March 
2026, elected delegates rep-
resenting Communist Party 
organisations from all over 
Australia will gather in Mel-
bourne for the 15th National 
Congress of the Party. There 
will be an opening on the Fri-
day night, 27 February, to 
which all Guardian readers, 
their families and friends are 
invited. (Details will be pro-
vided in a future issue of the 
Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will 
discuss the work of the Party, make 
any amendments to and adopt a 
Political Resolution. In the lead-up 
to the Congress, Party members 
are discussing and submitting 

amendments to the draft Political 
Resolution. In January 2026 the 
Central Committee will consider 
these amendments and finalise the 
draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Cen-
tral Committee to lead the work of 
the Party until the next National 
Congress. As the highest body of 
the Party, it can also amend the 
Party’s Program and Constitution 
and adopt other resolutions as its 
delegates may determine.

The CPA has launched a Spe-
cial Appeal to help defray the costs 
associated with holding a National 
Congress. These are considerable 
with delegates coming from as far 
away as Perth, the printing of doc-
uments, etc.

We are appealing to Party 
members, organisations, and all 
friends and supporters of the Party, 
including Guardian readers, to 
help us reach our $10,000 target 
as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the 
form below or write your details on 
a separate piece of paper to send 
with your contribution. Payment by 
credit card can also be phoned in 
on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct 
credit details.

All contributions will be 
acknowledged in the Guardian, 
with the names of contributors 
unless otherwise requested. We 
look forward to your support for 
this important occasion.  

Congress Appeal

15th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal 
I, (Name) ........................................................
Address.................................................................................... 
wish to contribute $................ to the above Appeal. 

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash  
for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
For Credit Card payments fill out the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20 □ Visa □ Mastercard 
Name on the card ....................................
Signature: ......................................... 
Card Number __________ _________ ________ _________ 
Expiry Date ____/____

I agree/disagree to having my name published in the Guardian 
in acknowledgement of my contribution. 

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010  
or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

Direct credit details
BSB 062006 
Acct 00802169
or use the QR code.
Include “Congress Appeal” with 
transaction. If you want to be 
acknowledged in the Guardian 
(give name as it should appear).

Housing is  
a human right

Continued from page 1
“The Prime Minister talks about leaving no one 

behind, but the harsh reality is that with 45% of women 
and girls seeking homelessness support having expe-
rienced domestic and family violence, more women 
and girls are returning to violent homes.

“Labor must commit to major reform to save lives. 
We need a national plan with homelessness reduction 
targets and the investment to achieve them to get this 
emergency under control.”

During the Albanese Labor government’s first 
term of office there was a 20 per cent rise in women 
and girls seeking homelessness support who have 
experienced domestic and family violence.

The government is failing to fund, let alone pro-
vide, the necessary legal and housing services for 
women and children fleeing domestic and family 
violence.

CAUSES
There is a shortage of housing on the market. 

When demand outstrips supply, prices are pushed up. 
The government is offering home owners subsidies 
and other financial assistance which only drives the 
cost of housing and rent even higher, to the benefit 
of investors and developers.

The Albanese Labor government steadfastly refuses 
to construct public housing. State governments con-
tinue to sell off public housing and hand over prime 
real estate to developers with the promise of a token 
number of social or ‘affordable’ houses. ‘Affordable’ 
does not really mean affordable, it means less than 
the market rate, which is usually unaffordable to low-
and-middle income recipients.

At the same time Labor can find billions of dollars 
to subsidise investors through negative gearing and 
capital gains tax concessions and hundreds of billions 
for AUKUS and missiles.

POLICY
The negative gearing and capital gains tax con-

cessions must be abolished.
Australia needs a national housing and homeless 

plan centred around public housing – quality housing 
built and maintained by governments that is genu-
inely affordable.

State and federal governments should increase 
funding for homelessness services, for women’s 
refuges, legal and other services and investment in 
homelessness services in partnership with the states.

It’s time to make housing homes, not commodities 
that are bought and sold for profit.  
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As the Statewide Treaty Bill was 
debated in Parliament, the Liberal 
party announced not only that they 
would repeal it within the first 100 
days if elected next November but that 
their proposed model would instead 
establish a new advisory body, that 
would sit within a rebadged First 
Peoples-State Relations, guiding the 
work of that department. This is tink-
ering with an outdated, ineffective 
approach and VALS condemns the 
opposition’s insulting, ill-informed 
announcement.

It is very clear that the Liberal Party has 
not consulted with any First Nations leaders 
or Aboriginal Community-Controlled Organ-
isations (ACCOs). How our voices are heard 
must not be dictated by a political party.

The opposition has failed to articulate 
how exactly this new department differs from 
previous government agencies responsible 
for coordinating the government’s policy 
work with Aboriginal peoples, or how it 
will function in practice to deliver improved 
outcomes. If we needed more of the same, 
then we would be well on track to meet our 
Closing the Gap targets.

Self-determination will be realised 
through Treaty; our voices will be heard 
because of the establishment of Gellung 
Warl. This builds on the legacy of our Ances-
tors, Elders and leaders who have fought 
for our rights to be heard and upheld since 

colonisation. Our message is clear; Treaty 
is the only path forward.

Treaty is something our people have 
been advocating for since invasion. This 
long-awaited recognition of the need to 
renegotiate our relationship with the state 
is not something to be fearful of, it is some-
thing to be celebrated. It is not something 
that will divide Victorians but rather bring 
us together.

The Victorian public should not be hood-
winked by the Liberal government, they do 
not speak for us, they do not have the solu-
tions. They should be ashamed.

Nerita Waight, CEO of the Victorian 
Aboriginal Legal Service called it “ incredibly 
insulting” to hear the Liberal government’s 
plan to repeal the Treaty legislation and 
instead establish an advisory body.

“This is not what Aboriginal people 
want, they have not consulted with us. This 
unwanted intervention from the opposition, 
which essentially proposes to deny the right 
of Aboriginal peoples to decide for ourselves 
how to organise politically, shows exactly 
why Treaty is needed.”

“We have tried on numerous occasions 
to meet with the Opposition leader, to estab-
lish a strong working relationship based on 
mutual respect, but clearly, they have no 
interest in hearing from Aboriginal people 
about what works best for our people. I will 
not be spoken for anymore.”
Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service  

A new report has confirmed 
that digital inequality is deep-
ening across Australia, espe-
cially in the very communities 
that rely most on support.

The 2025 Australian Digi-
tal Inclusion Index, shows that 
regional and remote Australians 
remain far less connected than 
those living in major cities. People 
on low incomes continue to face the 
highest barriers to digital access 
and affordability.

Anglicare Australia Executive 
Director Kasy Chambers said the 

findings echo those of Anglicare 
Australia’s In Every Community 
report, which found that regional 
and remote services are under 
strain and too often left to bridge 
these divides without the resources 
they need.

“Digital exclusion is the new 
frontier of inequality,” Chambers 
said.

“Whether it’s applying for jobs, 
accessing health care, or staying in 
touch with family, being online isn’t 
optional anymore. But too many 
people – especially in regional and 

remote areas – are being priced out 
or left without reliable connections.”

“We already know from our In 
Every Community report that rural 
services are struggling to keep up 
with demand. Many of them are the 
only lifeline for people who can’t 
get online to access Centrelink, 
book medical appointments, or use 
digital government services. This 
new data shows that those gaps are 
only getting wider.”

The Digital Inclusion Index 
found that the divide between the 
highest and lowest income groups 

has grown for the third consecutive 
year. Chambers said that digital 
access is now fundamental to social 
participation, but government 
policy has not caught up.

“Just like health care or edu-
cation, internet access is essential 
infrastructure. It’s how people find 
work, stay connected, and take part 
in the economy. Yet our system 
still treats it as a luxury,” she said.

“Anglicare Australia agencies 
are seeing people forced to choose 
between data and dinner. They’re 
setting up Wi-Fi in community 

centres, running digital literacy 
classes, and helping clients navigate 
online systems. But community 
organisations shouldn’t be expected 
to fill these gaps alone.”

“If governments want every 
Australian to take part in a digital 
future, they must start by investing 
in the communities that are being 
left behind,” Chambers said.
Anglicare  

Digital inequality deepens

Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service: 
Treaty is the only path forward
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Peter Farmer

A slice of watermelon is a delight on a summer 
day. It’s sweet, it’s cool, it’s refreshing. No wonder 
such a slice was chosen as the mascot for a chil-
dren’s reading challenge, the Big Summer Read, 
conducted every year around this time for Pub-
lic Libraries Victoria (PLV). The mascot is called 
Pip, get it?

Unfortunately, slices of watermelon are also antisemitic. 
At least they are if one follows the magical thinking of the 
Israel-is-never-wrong crowd who prowl Australian internet 
and media looking for signs of opposition to genocide or 
defence of Palestine. The watermelon slice has been used 
in place of the Palestinian flag which has the same colours, 
and watermelon earrings and emblems are common at 
pro-Palestine, anti-genocide events. 

As reported in Deepcut news, PLV executive Angela 
Savage has warned librarians around the state to “avoid 
using Pip as a standalone mascot” and to “always use Pip in 
the context of the Big Summer Read campaign,” lest anyone 
who thinks watermelons are antisemitic gets the wrong idea. 

The warnings haven’t gone down well with Australian 
Services Union members of grass-roots group ‘ASU for 
Palestine.’ They’ve described the guidelines as “a farcical 
and hamfisted attempt at censorship.” 

ASU for Palestine added that “when library institutions 
cave to political pressure to silence Palestinian solidarity, 
they compromise their core democratic mission, ethical 
integrity, and role as defenders of intellectual freedom.”  

Watch out for watermelons

Photo: M Santos
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The Australia Institute says that the Reserve 
Bank of Australia’s decision to leave interest 
rates on hold may come as no surprise, but is  
still “a huge disappointment” for mortgage 
holders at a time when key indicators show 
so many are struggling.

“Unsurprisingly the Reserve Bank has chosen to 
keep rates steady at 3.6% This reflects that yet again 
the RBA cares more about inflation than maintaining 
full employment,” said Greg Jericho, Chief Economist 
at The Australia Institute.

“In the past month unemployment continued its 
steady rise to 4.5%, while the inflation had a surpris-
ingly sharp increase due mostly to the end of state-
based energy rebates.

“In response the RBA has shown it is less worried 
about ongoing rising unemployment than reacting to 
a surprising blip in inflation.

“The most recent household spending figures 
showed households are slowing their spending and 
shifting towards spending on necessities.

“In order to keep unemployment from rising fur-
ther, the RBA must care as much about the full employ-
ment part of its dual mandate as it does inflation.”

Jericho has said before that the RBA was “always 
looking for an excuse” not to cut rates. He has also 
made the point that both inflation and the “supposed 
‘cure’ of higher interest rates” are harder on younger 
and poorer households than on households that can 
rely on savings.  

US attacks on boats allegedly carrying illegal drugs from South 
America are “unacceptable” and must stop, the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk says. He called 
for an investigation into the strikes, in what appeared to be the first 
condemnation of its kind from a UN body.

Ravina Shamdasani, a spokeswoman for the Commissioner’s office, 
relayed his message at a UN briefing, saying: “These attacks and 
their mounting human cost are unacceptable.

“The US must halt such attacks and take all measures necessary to 
prevent the extrajudicial killing of people aboard these boats.”

She said Turk believed that “air strikes by the United States of 
America on boats in the Caribbean and in the Pacific violate 
international human rights law.”

US President Donald Trump claims the attacks are a necessary 
escalation to curb the flow of drugs into his country. There have been 
14 strikes since the campaign began in early September, bringing the 
death toll to at least 61.

Intentional use of such force is allowed only as a last resort against 
someone representing “an imminent threat to life,” otherwise, it 
amounts to an extrajudicial killing. Put plainly: murder.

The strikes are taking place “outside the context” of armed conflict or 
active hostilities, Shamdasani noted.

PARASITE(S) OF THE WEEK: are the transnational mining 
corporations and their insatiable greed with its destruction of 
the environment. Infinite profits from the finite earth, there’s a 
contradiction for you. Workers in the industry know their class enemy 
well, which is why Australian mining unions last week hosted union 
delegates from every continent for IndustriALL Global Union’s World 
Conference for the Mining and DGOJP (Diamond, Gem, Ornament 
and Jewellery Processing) Industries, representing 50 million workers 
worldwide. 

Delegates debated the future of mining and mineral processing in the 
context of climate change, shifting supply chains and rapidly growing 
demand for critical minerals. 

Mining and Energy Union General Secretary Grahame Kelly and 
Australian Workers’ Union National Secretary Paul Farrow opened 
the conference, alongside senior IndustriALL representatives and 
union leaders from across the globe. 

Kelly said: “Australia’s mining industry is dominated by multinational 
companies. In Australia and around the world, we need strong unions 
to hold them to account. 

“We’ll be sharing strategies to build union power in regions like the 
Pilbara, where employers are hostile to engaging with unions. 

“We’ll also be offering our support to mining unions overseas – many 
of them from Indonesia to Pakistan to South Africa operate in tough 
environments, facing exploitation and serious safety risks.” 

AWU National Secretary Paul Farrow said: “It’s encouraging to see 
investment in new mining industries, but in the rush for production of 
rare earths and critical minerals we mustn’t sacrifice workers’ rights 
and safety. 

“We want high standards and good jobs in our industries, not a race 
to the bottom. By co-operating with unions internationally, we can 
empower workers to stand up for safe mines and decent jobs for the 
future, here and overseas.” 

Key themes: 

Safety: Ratifying and enforcing ILO Convention 176 to prevent 
mineworker deaths and injuries. 

Critical minerals: Ensuring the new global rush for transition minerals 
doesn’t become a new race to the bottom. 

Multinational accountability: Unions coordinating globally to hold 
corporations to the same labour and Environmental, Social and 
Governance standards everywhere they operate. 

Just transition: Guaranteeing mineworkers and communities are 
supported through decarbonisation, automation and restructuring. 

Gender equality: Advancing “Women in Mining” programs and 
addressing discrimination, pay gaps and safety issues. 

Delegates adopted a Sector Strategic Response and Action Plan 
setting priorities for IndustriALL’s mining affiliates over the next four 
years.

Photo: maitree rimthong – pexels,com (CC0)

Reserve Bank  
‘cares more about 
inflation than jobs’

Bato Paraum

Australian Unions have wel-
comed the passage of the 
Albanese government’s pay-
day super legislation through 
Parliament.

The new law – requiring 
employers to pay superannuation 
on payday from 1 July 2026 – is 
intended to make super theft more 
visible and ensure workers benefit 
from compound interest sooner.

The ACTU says that passage 
of this legislation means millions 
of workers will retire with tens of 
thousands more in their super fund.

Super theft strips $5.7 billion 
from 3.3 million workers, dis-
proportionately impacting young 
workers, women, migrant workers, 
and those in insecure jobs.

Research by the Super Mem-
bers’ Council shows that almost one 
in three workers in their 20s (31 per 
cent) and 28 per cent in their 30s 
have had their super stolen.

ACTU Assistant Secretary, 
Joseph Mitchell said that payday 
super will mean “millions of work-
ers will retire with tens of thousands 
of dollars more in superannuation, 
not just by reducing super theft, 
but by earning faster and more 

compound interest from their 
super.”

Mitchell called the reform 
“vital,” and congratulated the gov-
ernment for passing the legislation.

Not such good news is that the 
government refused to support a 
Greens amendment which would 
have meant that all workers under 
18 had the right to super. As things 
are now, young workers have to 
work at least 30 hours a week for 
the same employer. This means 
that thousands of young people 
who juggle two or more casual jobs 
don’t accumulate super.  

Payday super passes

The Guardian encourages readers to 
donate to the 3CR Radiothon. 3CR is a 
Melbourne Community Radio station, 
but anyone can hear its programs 
via podcast. If you donate, please 
nominate ‘Alternative News’ as the 
show you support.
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The Albanese government is doing yet 
another backflip on policy. This time 
it relates to climate change – pretend-
ing to protect the environment and 
biodiversity while giving fossil fuel 
companies a free run.

Back in 2005, then Shadow Environment 
Minister Anthony Albanese introduced the 
Avoiding Dangerous Climate Change Bill 
which sought to include climate change 
impact as a matter of national environment 
significance, when assessing new fossil fuel 
projects.

Needless to say, the bill was not passed 
by the Howard Coalition government.

Then in 2022, following the election of 
the Labor government, the Greens intro-
duced a climate trigger amendment to the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (EPBC Act). It failed to 
gain support following a Labor-led Senate 
Committee recommending Parliament vote 
down the bill.

Under the EPBC Act the government is 
required to assess the impact of a proposed 
fossil fuel or other new project on a number 
of “matters of national environmental sig-
nificance” (MNES).

These MNES include impact on World 
Heritage properties, national heritage places, 
wetlands of international importance, 
nationally threatened species and ecological 
communities, the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park, nuclear actions, water resources in 
relation to coal seam gas development and 
large coal mining development.

TRIGGERS
MNES are known as triggers. If a pro-

posed project is likely to have a significant 
impact on any of these triggers, it is referred 
to the Environment Minister to assess and 
determine whether it can go ahead.

Climate is not included as a trigger in 
the Act.

Labor intends pushing through legis-
lation before the end of the year to amend 
the EPBC Act and is negotiating with the 
Coalition and Greens to gain the necessary 
support from one of them for it to pass 
through the Senate.

It has already bowed to Coalition 
demands with Environment Minister 
Murray Watt abandoning Labor’s policy by 
categorically ruling out the inclusion of a 
climate trigger. Negotiations continue with 
the possibility that further concessions will 
be made to gain Coalition support.

The Greens have made it clear that the 
legislation must contain a climate trigger.

The Greens environment spokesperson, 
Sarah Hanson-Young, warned any laws 

backed by industry and the Coalition spell 
danger for nature and the climate.

“Let’s cut through the spin: if the mining 
industry and the Liberals back this package, 
it says everything. It’s a deal for corporate 
profits, not a deal for nature or our climate,” 
Hanson-Young said.

“No wonder the minister wants the leg-
islation rammed through the Senate without 
proper scrutiny.”

Shadow Environment Minister Angie 
Bell said the Coalition had successfully 
gained agreement with the government to 
ensure decision-making powers remained 
with the minister.

SAMUEL REVIEW
The government continually refers to the 

recommendations of a Coalition-commis-
sioned review of the EPBC Act by Graeme 
Samuel which was handed down in June 
2020. The review rejected the inclusion of 
a climate trigger.

The expert panel of three advising Samuel 
included Dr Erica Smyth who has had over 
40 years’ experience in the minerals and 
petroleum industry, including ten years 
as a community consultant for BHP and 
Woodside.

It also recommended that where there 
was a likely impact on one of the triggers, 
the final decision rest with the minister. 
Australia historically has had a succession 
of ministers beholden to the resources sector 
with its generous political donations.

According to the Centre for Public Integ-
rity, the resources and energy industry dis-
closed $136 million in political donations 
between 1999 and 2019 – more than any 
other industry. Market Forces notes that in 
2021-22 fossil fuel companies donated $2 
million to the Labor, Liberal and National 
parties. The dodgy political-donation dis-
closure laws are so inadequate, 35 per cent 
of political donations come from unknown 
sources.

PAPER TIGER
In defending its newfound opposition to 

a climate trigger, the government says the 
legislation would require projects expected 
to emit more than 100,000 tonnes of CO2 
or CO2 equivalent annually to include a 
plan to reduce them, consistent with the 
current so-called Safeguard Mechanism. 
The estimates would be carried out by the 
corporations seeking approval for new or 
expanded projects.

The Safeguard Mechanism requires major 
emitters to cut their emissions by five per 
cent a year and reach net zero emissions by 
2050. It permits the use of carbon credits 
purchased from other entities where emis-
sions are claimed to have been reduced. In 

other words, carbon credits permit ongoing 
high levels of emissions.

Such provisions license the expansion 
of fossil fuel projects and toxic emissions. 
Worse still, they do not take into account 
emissions from the burning of fossil fuels, 
only the emissions from their extraction and 
production. The government totally disre-
gards the emissions they export.

In an attempt to justify its refusal to 
include a climate trigger, the government 
also points to increased penalties for breaches 
of the Act which would carry fines of up to 
$1.6 million for individuals and for corpo-
rations a maximum of either $16.5 million, 
three times the value of the benefit they 
derived from a breach, or 10 per cent of the 
business’s annual turnover – whichever is 
higher. Hardly a deterrent for corporations 
making billions of dollars in profits and 
paying next to nothing in taxes, especially 
as regulations are hardly, if ever, enforced.

Incredibly, the government is delegating 
its powers of approval to the West Australian 
government – the darling of the big polluters.

The proposed legislation will also create 
an emergency “stop work” power that would 
require developers to immediately cease 
actions potentially harming the environment 
but not climate. The question needs to be 
asked, to what extent such provisions will 
be speedily acted upon, if at all.

POLICY
There must be full transparency on 

political donations, in real time,with total 
bans on mineral and resource companies 
making donations.

The EPBC Act must include an effective 
climate trigger and a truly independent 
Environmental Protection Authority with 
members from environmental and Indig-
enous groups as well as trade unions.  

Trigger backflip:  
‘a deal for corporate profits’

Photo: rawpixel.com (CC0)

Da Granjero

New legislation gives the gov-
ernment the power to cancel 
a person’s benefit because the 
police recommend it if there 
is a warrant for that person’s 
arrest. The powers are part 
of The Social Security and 
Other Legislation Amend-
ment (Technical Changes No. 
2) Bill 2025, which is mainly 
aimed at preventing another 
Robodebt scandal.

Here’s how it would work. The 
police issue a warrant for someone’s 
arrest. They then recommend that 
the government cut off that person’s 
welfare. Benefits that could be cut 
off include concession cards, pen-
sions, JobSeeker, Youth Allowance, 
Family Tax Benefit and Parental 
Leave pay.

The relevant minister would 
have the power to stop payments 
to people accused of a “serious 
violent or sexual offence” or those 
who “might prejudice the security 
of Australia or a foreign country”

At the moment, that minister 
is  Home Affairs Minister Tony 
Burke, who said in defence of the 
legislation that “the government 
shouldn’t be paying people to hide 
from police.” The government says 
that the legislation would only be 
used in extreme cases.

In response, Senator Lidia 
Thorpe says that many have heard 
assurances like that before. She’s 
pointed out that it’s common for 
victims of violence to be misi-
dentified as perpetrators, and 
worries that the powers could be 
used on Indigenous women, who 
are among “most misidentified 

and over-policed people in this 
country.”

Australian Council of Social 
Service program director of social 
security Charmaine Crowe said, 
“We really should not be involving 
police or the Home Affairs Minister 
in determining someone’s entitle-
ment to social security, particularly 
where there has been no conviction 
before they’ve gone before a court.”

“We have to avoid a situation 
where we could see innocent people 
lose their entitlement to social 
security.”

Independent MP Andrew 
Wilkie called the legislation “a  
fundamental breach of natural 
justice.” He also thinks the amend-
ment breaches the presumption of 
innocence.

A spokesperson for Tanya 
Plibersek, the Minister for Social 

Services said, “If someone is 
charged with a serious offence like 
murder, terrorism, or child sexual 
abuse and is on the run, they should 
not continue receiving a payment 
from the government.” They didn’t 
say that people charged with 
offences are often found innocent 
of those offences.

A missed school day?
A police allegation?
A bureaucratic suspicion?
The state will take your income. 

Take your home. Take your chil-
dren. Take your life.

A FUTURE  
WE MUST REFUSE

This amendment must be 
withdrawn immediately. We 
cannot accept a society where 
police and politicians decide who 

gets to survive. We cannot accept 
a world where welfare becomes 
punishment, where children pay 
the price for political theatre, where 
poverty is criminalised instead of 
eradicated.

People deserve support, not sur-
veillance. They deserve dignity, not 
punishment. They deserve housing, 
income, safety, without having to 
prove their worthiness first.

Because a government that can 
cut off someone else’s payment 
on accusation alone can cut off 
yours next.

This is not safety. This is not 
justice. It is state-sanctioned des-
titution. And we must refuse to 
comply with it.  

Weaponising poverty

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7370%22?utm_
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7370%22?utm_
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7370%22?utm_
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7370%22?utm_
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Nearly a quarter of staff at the reg-
ulator of the $46 billion National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
are burnt out and one third are 
reporting a lack of career paths for 
colleagues with disability.

It comes months after a damning 
workplace review exposed high rates of 
bullying and harassment.

The findings come after a review 
handed down by the former sex discrim-
ination commissioner found evidence of 
a dysfunctional workplace culture at the 
agency which culminated in a shake-up 
of senior leadership last year.

But results from this year’s APS 
census, finalised roughly at the same time 
as the review, indicate that issues may be 
broader, with around a third of employees 
reporting a lack of career advancement 
for staff with disabilities.

In September, the regulator released 
its first official disability strategy after the 
Broderick review found that staff with 
disabilities were more likely to be bullied 
and have their careers stalled.

The APS census found that 16 per cent 
of staff were bullied or harassed in the 
past year, and 10 per cent were subject 
to discrimination on the basis of their 
background.

While most respondents said they 
felt supported by their immediate super-
visor, 23 per cent disagreed that “the 
psychosocial safety at the commission 
has improved” in the past year.

The most common forms of bullying 
were interference with work tasks, delib-
erate exclusion from work activities and 
verbal abuse.

Nearly 50 per cent of staff chose not 
to report a bullying incident.

Deputy Commissioner of People and 
Culture (editor’s note: ‘People and Culture’ 
is the new label for Human Resources/

Personnel) at the NDIS Commission, Tina 
Daisley, acknowledged there was “more 
work to do” and said the census results 
would be addressed through the agency’s 
new plan to improve workplace culture.

“The NDIS Commission has made 
significant, positive changes to improve 
culture, leadership and staff wellbeing,” 
she said.

According to this year’s census, 40 
per cent of NDIS watchdog employees 
believed that change isn’t managed 
well within the agency, and 24 per cent 
reported feeling burnt out.

Only 55 per cent of staff recom-
mended the Commission as a good 
place to work, down five points from 
last year’s census.

Less than one-third of staff indicated 
they planned to leave in the next year.

The results show that sweeping 
changes “are far from fully reformed or 
resourced,” according to Community and 
Public Sector Union Deputy National 
President Beth Vincent-Pietsch, who 
added that “for years” the regulator has 
been a “toxic place to work.”

“These reforms are significant and 
very overdue, and they need to deliver 
the change that is desperately needed,” 
she said.

A spokesperson for NDIS Minister 
Jenny McAllister pointed to a statement 
of expectations issued in October, which 
called on agency executives to “provide a 
safe and supportive work environment” 
as it oversees sweeping reforms to disa-
bility support.

The NDIS Commission received a 
$142.6 million uplift in 2023 to help over-
worked staff deal with the rising number 
of complaints made by NDIS participants 
about abuse and exploitation, which have 
more than quadrupled since 2019.
Community and Public Sector Union  

A rally calling on the Australian Commonwealth government to implement a National Disability 
Insurance Scheme was held in Brisbane, 2012. Photo: John Robert McPherson – wikimedia.org 
(CC BY-SA 4.0)

Bullying and burnout at NDIS

The Australian Education Union (AEU)
has released a comprehensive report, 
Investing in Australia’s Future (2025),  
outlining the urgent reforms and tar-
geted investments needed to ensure 
every child in every public school can 
thrive.

The report, grounded in evidence from 
thousands of teachers, principals, and educa-
tion support staff across 6,700 public schools, 
provides a roadmap for how governments 
can deliver on the goals of the Better and 
Fairer Schools Agreement (2025–2034), 
the first national agreement in a decade to 
commit to full and fair funding for every 
public school.

AEU Federal President Correna Hay-
thorpe said the findings highlight both the 
extraordinary dedication of public school 
staff and the scale of the challenges they face.

“The teaching profession remains in crisis. 
Teachers are overworked, burnt out, and 
struggling to meet the growing complexity 
of student needs with inadequate resources,”  
Haythorpe said.

“Thanks to AEU members ongoing 
campaigning, governments have commit-
ted more than $20 billion to public schools 
nationally. This report makes clear that 
to lift outcomes for all students, we must 
use that investment to reduce class sizes, 
increase one-on-one support for students, 

and cut the unsustainable workloads driving 
teacher shortages.”

“The $20 billion committed through the 
Better and Fairer Schools Agreement is a 
once in a generation opportunity to rebuild 
the foundations of public education, but to 
truly deliver for every child, we must invest 
in what works which is smaller class sizes, 
additional support staff, full-service schools, 
and the time teachers need to teach,” Hay-
thorpe said.

“With Victoria the only state or territory 
in the nation not to have agreed funding 
arrangements through to 2034, the Victo-
rian government’s decision not to deliver 
any additional funding until 2031 will leave 

public schools at least $2.4 billion worse off 
unless the decision is reversed.”

“Proper allocation of public school fund-
ing is the key to closing the achievement 
gap and giving every child the opportunity 
to thrive. This is a historic opportunity to 
create a stronger, fairer and better educa-
tion system for every child, in every public 
school, in every community.”
Australian Education Union  

Graham Holton

In recent years the world has 
seen Gen Z protests across 
Asia, Middle East, and Latin 
America. Armed with smart-
phones they are globally 
connected. 

They demanded democracy 
in Nepal (2025), Thailand (2013-
14), Myanmar (2021), Bangladesh 
(2024), Iran (2022-24), Kenya 
(2024-25), Nigeria (2020), Chile 
(2019-20), Colombia (2021) and 
Peru (2022–23). All failed. 

Gen Z called for political 
change, challenging monarchies, 
dictators, and corrupt elites. They 

called for climate justice, gender 
equality, and an end to economic 
exclusion. None had long-term suc-
cess, ending in failed revolutions. 

Gen Z movements summon 
hundreds of thousands into the 
streets but they rarely have the 
institutional muscle through politi-
cal parties, unions, or armed forces 
to sustain their demands once the 
crowds disperse. 

In Myanmar, youth-led protests 
rose against a rigged election. It 
triggered a coup that returned the 
army to full control. In Peru, mass 
protests by young voters against 
congressional corruption led to 
state emergencies and military 

policing. In Thailand, after years 
of youth-led protests, the military 
entrenched its power through a 
constitution designed to neutralise 
popular movements. In Iran, the 
“Women, Life, Freedom” movement 
showed the world the power of a 
generation unafraid of martyrdom, 
but was confronted by a state that 
commands the military and com-
munications networks.

In these countries the military 
control the land, mining inter-
ests, telecommunications, and 
banking. When young protesters 
threaten to disrupt neoliberal or 
oligarchic structures, the gener-
als act as guardians of “economic 

stability.” Their revolutions end 
in repression. 

The young demand change, but 
the ruling class respond with the 
military. Gen Z’s digital organising 
power provokes cyber counterat-
tacks, with the military relying on 
surveillance, disinformation, and 
online repression to discredit lead-
ers and to divide the movement.

In all these examples, Gen Z 
wins the cultural war but loses 
the institutional battle. They are 
shocked when soldiers intervene, 
making them demoralised and easy 
to disperse. Gen Z’s uprisings are 
moral revolutions without Marxist 
theory. Gen-Z is anti-capitalist but 

lacks an organised Marxist Lenin-
ist foundation and this profoundly 
shapes their political limitations. 

When a movement lacks a 
theory of class and state power, 
it cannot predict or counter the 
actions of the military. Marxist 
movements historically train 
activists to see coups as inevitable 
counter-revolutions by the ruling 
class. Without a Marxist Leninist 
understanding of class and state 
power, they struggle to transform 
the structures that reproduce polit-
ical and social inequality.  

Teachers Union: meet the needs of every child

OP-ED: Marxism-Leninism missing  
in Gen Z uprisings

https://www.aeufederal.org.au/download_file/view/3148/3738
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With the Coalition still questioning Austral-
ia’s commitment to net zero, any deal between 
the Albanese government and the Coalition 
on national environment law reform is likely 
to be a disaster for the climate, the Climate 
Council warns.

New research from the Climate Council shows that 
abandoning net zero and Australia’s other climate tar-
gets, as advocated by members of the Federal Coalition, 
could unleash 6.3 billion tonnes of climate pollution, 
and aligns with 3°C of global heating. The analysis 
finds under this 3ºC scenario, Australia would face a 
future of relentless disasters and economic upheaval:
•  4 times the number of severe and extreme 

heatwave days
•  1.5 million Australians would be exposed to 

coastal flooding by 2050, and 3 million people by 
2090

•  Double the number of extreme fire days
•  Vast regions becoming uninsurable

Climate Council CEO Amanda McKenzie said: “You 
can’t go forwards on nature by going backwards on 
climate. Right now, the Coalition is debating whether 
to oppose Australia’s foundational net zero target. Part-
nering with a party still struggling with climate denial 
would be a dangerous bet with Australia’s future.”

McKenzie said the Coalition’s ongoing farcical 
debate on net zero and poor track record on climate 
shows it is incapable of delivering credible action on 
climate: “The Coalition is trapped in the dark ages, 
squabbling over the basics while the rest of the world 
races ahead with clean energy and stronger climate 
targets,” she said.

“Abandoning net zero would mean abandoning a 
safer future for Australians. It means supercharged, 
climate-driven floods, fires and heatwaves that are 
already hitting our communities hard, and the soaring 
cost of insurance premiums and recovery bills that 
come with them.” 

“Farmers, tourism operators and regional towns 
would bear the brunt of worsening droughts and 
extreme weather. Coastal communities would face 
more flooding and damage to homes and infrastruc-
ture. Those in the Coalition advocating for scrapping 
net zero should answer how they plan to pay for the 
huge damage bill.”

“A deal with the Coalition on our environment 
law reform could be worse than the current broken 
laws, and would damage the Albanese government’s 
own climate credibility. 

“The government’s proposed reforms have a 
number of gaping problems: they fail to address cli-
mate pollution – the biggest threat to the environment; 
they will undermine our climate progress by denying 
the government power to limit climate pollution from 
massive fossil fuel projects; and they may speed up 
fossil fuel project approvals despite the harm they 
cause. Partnering with the Coalition would only see 
the bill watered down further, dragging Australia’s 
climate progress backwards.”

“Labor has a simple choice: partner with the cli-
mate wreckers, or stand with the millions who want 
our wildlife and the environment protected from 
climate harm.”
Climate Council  

Greenland, climate 
change, and you

Graham Holton

The people of Greenland are facing a climate change crisis. 
The transformation of its ice sheet, ecosystems, and the lives 
of its people provide a dramatic preview of the planet’s future if 
greenhouse gas emissions are not reduced. What happens in 
Greenland resonates across the globe, with rising seas and dis-
rupted climates impacting large populations. Greenland acts as 
a major tipping point in the Earth’s climate system. Warming, 
which is happening at more than twice the global average rate in 
Greenland, is having cascading effects globally. 

Since the 1990s, Greenland’s ice sheet has been losing mass 
at an accelerating rate. Summer melt seasons are starting ear-
lier, lasting longer, and reaching higher elevations. Vast areas 
of the ice sheet’s surface now melt in summer, forming thou-
sands of meltwater lakes. This water drains to the base of the 
ice, lubricating the bedrock to allow the ice to flow faster into the 
ocean. Warmer ocean waters are eroding the floating tongues of 
glaciers, destabilising them and causing them to calve massive 
icebergs at an accelerated rate. Some glaciers have doubled 
their speed.

Large parts of Greenland’s ice-free coast are underlain by per-
mafrost. When permafrost thaws, the ground sinks and becomes 
unstable, damaging buildings, and infrastructure. That releases 
carbon and methane that amplify global warming. The sea ice 
fringes around the coast are declining. With the shorter sea ice 
season, the ice is thinner and less extensive. 

The impact on ecosystems is to disrupt the marine food web, 
from algae, that grow on the underside of the ice, to the seals 
and polar bears that depend on it for hunting and resting. Sea ice 
acts as a buffer, protecting coastlines from storm waves. Its loss 
leads to increased and severe coastal erosion, threatening coast-
al communities.

Because it’s ice-covered, Greenland is the largest contributor 
to global sea level rise. If its ice sheet were to melt, global sea 
levels would rise by 7.4 metres. Greenland’s ice melt increases 
flooding, saltwater intrusion, and inundation, threatening coastal 
cities, island nations, and communities worldwide. 

The Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC), which 
includes the Gulf Stream, is a critical global conveyor belt of 
ocean currents that regulates climate. The massive influx of 
fresh, cold meltwater from Greenland, which is less dense than 
saltwater, forms a freshwater cap that disrupts the sinking of the 
dense, salty water that drives the AMOC. A significant slowdown 
or collapse of the AMOC could lead to dramatic weather shifts, 
cooler temperatures in Northwestern Europe, and alter storm 
tracks and monsoon patterns across the globe. Among oth-
er changes, there would be a much greater risk of floods on the 
east coast of Australia.

These changes directly affect the lives and livelihoods of Green-
land’s 56,000 inhabitants. Inuit hunters face extreme danger as 
the sea ice becomes thinner and more unpredictable. Traditional 
dog-sledding routes are disappearing, making it harder to hunt 
for seals, narwhals, and other marine mammals that are central 
to their culture and diet. The overall ecosystem shift threatens 
key fish species, such as halibut and shrimp, which are the pillars 
of Greenland’s economy. 

Greenland’s GDP is heavily dependent on fishing, but climate 
change is making the country a potential mining hotspot. Many in 
government see climate change giving Greenland access to stra-
tegic minerals and new shipping routes. As the ice sheet melts, it 
opens up new mining opportunities, with significant environmen-
tal and ethical concerns. Any development will require careful 
balancing of economic gain against ecological and cultural costs. 

There are potential benefits for Greenlanders, but they come with 
high environmental and social risks. Mining operations produce 
emissions that exacerbate global warming. Any mining devel-
opment will require careful balancing of economic gain against 
ecological and cultural costs. 

Australia is a long way from Greenland, but there’s a warning for 
us there.

Going backwards  
on climate

Check out the official Instagram account of the  
Communist Party of Australia

www.instagram.com/communist.party.australia/

GREEN NOTES

Australia’s Human Rights 
Commissioner has warned 
that the first deportation to 
Nauru under Australia’s new 
deportation deal exposes a 
disturbing lack of transpar-
ency and raises serious human 
rights concerns. 

The Minister for Home Affairs 
has confirmed that an initial trans-
fer to Nauru has taken place under 
the 30-year deal struck between the 
two countries earlier this year – for 
Nauru to accept members of the 
NZYQ cohort at a reported $2.5bn 
cost to Australia. Minister Burke 
did not say how many individuals 
were involved in this initial transfer. 

“This development marks the 
beginning of a removal arrange-
ment still shrouded in secrecy,” 
said Human Rights Commissioner 
Lorraine Finlay. 

“The lack of confirmation about 
even this most basic detail of the 
transfer underscores the secrecy 
surrounding the arrangement and 
raises questions about the govern-
ment’s commitment to transparency 
and accountability.” 

Commissioner Finlay said that 

despite repeated appeals for trans-
parency since the deal was first 
announced in February, there are 
still outstanding questions to be 
answered. These questions, she 
explains, go to the heart of Aus-
tralia’s legal and moral obligations. 

In particular, while the publicly 
available information says that the 
agreement includes commitments 
by Nauru to ensure treatment in 
accordance with international 
human rights law, it is not clear 
how those commitments will be 
enforced, what recourse individ-
uals will have if their rights are 
breached, and what mechanisms 
are in place to facilitate independent 
oversight and monitoring. 

“The lack of clarity around these 
questions is deeply concerning,” 
Commissioner Finlay said. “The 
Australian government needs to 
ensure any arrangement is consist-
ent with our domestic and interna-
tional human rights obligations. As 
the UN Human Rights Committee 
has made clear, outsourcing the 
management of asylum seekers and 
refugees does not absolve a State 
of its legal responsibilities. 

“The decision to deport individ-
uals under an opaque deal report-
edly worth billions undermines the 
principles of accountability and 
transparency that should underpin 
our immigration system. 

“Australia has the right to 
manage its borders and make deci-
sions about removal. But how we 
do that matters. 

“These decisions must be made 
in a way that respects human rights, 
upholds our international obliga-
tions, and reflects our national 
values. Australians have a right to 
know how taxpayer money is being 
spent, how these arrangements 
are being implemented, and to be 
assured it is all consistent with the 
basic principles of transparency, 
accountability, and fairness.”
Australian Human Rights 
Commission

The Communist Party of Australia’s 
Political Resolution says “Labor 
and Liberal alike have imposed 
mandatory detention in conditions 
that are nothing short of torture and 
barbarism.”  

Human Rights 
Commissioner calls for 

Nauru transparency

https://u26892420.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.czRgix5dsuISVD4k7s4OuUYAJK3Sa5o3mSTqx19-2BMkBLnwGhBEwngvpeO-2F0fL-2B-2FxnoFE4ma55V5q010IL12RIYAYXXE38I-2FQxprag23faim3sGo3s1MjJ-2F2qin327QaS3ILU_pIbxPfpDI69aAybPrpOfgy2C5-2BEvvZaXTmwTiWft6X6juqQ-2BTz52uifL8I4Jl1b1PezWtX3loNhBNd3e8yAoiBGFgN9OhnQkkzQSv3Im8yyQb9Vd-2BivH7s1qX9fXoDydSNoNkaD8V6ZwJGGaJ5XqLF88QBQkySz59mESAUxkfmdGj-2FBKcCf-2BIyfaM0PPjdDUSWPV3y8-2B8MPWQduIBFCfedbf5aN8XHjnpMGCkK3tK7VQyeop7OMa8H4GMI8RjgBJP6bMyx06xDvjmEL2Ynu16Yx0K8W5M-2Bg93788vnOuzYb6d-2BDM-2BNdQFG3StIJBD8RY5G-2Bc-2FrerLWS-2FhpI1TSfaMw-3D-3D
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Marcus Browning 

Lock the Gate Alliance has condemned 
“in the strongest terms possible” NSW 
Premier Chris Minns’ threats to grant 
coal seam gas company Santos permis-
sion to compulsorily acquire proper-
ties owned by landholders who oppose 
the company’s Hunter Gas Pipeline.

NSW unions have been strong support-
ers of Gomeroi Traditional Owners in their 
fight against Santos’ Narrabri Gas Project. 

There is staunch opposition to the Hunter 
Gas Pipeline along huge sections of its route 
between Narrabri and Newcastle, with more 
than 100 impacted property owners in the 
Hunter Valley alone opposed to its construc-
tion. 66 per cent of landholders along the 
entire HGP route have so far not agreed to 
host the pipeline on their land. 

Liverpool Plains farmer John Hampar-
sum, whose property, including waterways 
and shallow aquifers, would be directly 
impacted by Santos’ Hunter Gas Pipeline, 
said, “It makes me angry to see the state 
government rubber stamping something just 
because they want it to go ahead.

“Santos has not even properly undertaken 
the negotiation process to get access to farms 
to survey to determine the final route they’d 
like the pipeline to take, yet Chris Minns is 
now talking about compulsory acquisition.

“Chris Minns is putting the cart before 
the horse – he’s not following due process 
and it’s his government’s own process, it’s 
the law.”

Lock the Gate Alliance National Coordina-
tor Carmel Flint said, “It’s very disappointing 
to see Premier Chris Minns take the side of 
gas giant Santos against local farmers and 
Gomeroi Traditional owners who merely 
seek to protect land, water, and culture from 
dangerous gasfields and associated pipelines.

“Santos is the primary cause of Australia’s 
gas price hike because it has been siphoning 
our domestic gas and sending it to overseas 
markets the past ten years. Rewarding this 
company with more gas fields is contrary to 
the national interest and will do nothing to 
reduce energy prices. 

“The Narrabri Gas Project and associ-
ated high pressure gas pipelines threaten 
precious groundwater resources that agri-
cultural communities rely on. These projects 
would damage Gomeroi Cultural Heritage 
and important ecological sites in the mighty 
Pilliga Forest, and they would drive danger-
ous climate change through the extraction 
and burning of fossil gas. 

“Renewable energy, backed up with bat-
tery storage, is the solution to NSW’s power 
needs. Opening new polluting coal seam gas 
fields is financially reckless and at odds with 
the need to urgently reduce the burning of 
fossil fuels.”

UNION STAND
In a statement in September unions 

rejected NSW Premier Chris Minns’ stance 
on Narrabri gas, calling his government’s 
support of the Santos project “a staggering 
contempt for the Indigenous and broader 
Narrabri community” in an escalation of 
tension between NSW unions and the state 
government.

“The Gomeroi Traditional Owners have 
again and again voted to reject this unnec-
essary mining project as it puts the Pilliga’s 

water supplies and ecosystem at risk,” said 
Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) National 
Assistant Secretary Thomas Mayo. “The Pre-
mier should be at the meeting of Gomeroi in 
the Pilliga to listen instead of spruiking how 
much money millionaires and executives can 
make by ignoring them.”

Shaye Candish, General Secretary, NSW 
Nurses and Midwives’ Association said, “Cli-
mate change is a critical health issue that 
has direct impacts upon nurses, midwives, 
and our communities. Our union is deeply 
opposed to the approval of new fossil fuel 
ventures, and we stand shoulder-to-shoul-
der with the Gomeroi people in their fight 
against the Narrabri Gas project.”

Dr Nicholas Spooner, President, ASMOF 
NSW – the doctor’s union – said “the Nar-
rabri Gas project poses serious risks to the 
health of regional communities, from water 
and air pollution to strain on already over-
stretched local hospitals. Doctors are deeply 
concerned that the project will worsen health 
inequities in rural NSW, where services are 
already thin and outcomes already worse 
than the state average.”

“The Independent Education Union is 
proud to stand with other unions alongside 
the Gomeroi people in their campaign to 
stop the mining company Santos drilling 
850 coal seam gas wells in the Pilliga region 
of northern NSW”, said Carol Matthews, 
Secretary of the IEUA NSW/ACT Branch.

“No government can justify the environ-
mental destruction and cultural vandalism 
of the Pilliga Forest for the sake of profit. 
Respecting the rights of the Gomeroi people 
means standing against this project and pro-
tecting Country for generations to come.”

Vince Caughley, Secretary of National 
Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) NSW 
Division said “Australia is already one of the 

world’s largest gas exporters, with most of it 
sold to benefit multinationals. Projects like 
Narrabri deliver little for domestic supply, 
jobs or revenue, but carry a huge cost for 
the climate and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities. Our members know 
this first-hand, many through direct climate 
research that makes clear the urgent need 
to move away from fossil fuels. This project 
undermines the secure, sustainable future 
NTEU members are fighting for.”

CORPORATE HEIST
“Santos is reeling from their collapsed 

sale in the wake of damning revelations 
about unchecked gas leaks in the Northern 
Territory. What we’re seeing is State govern-
ments desperately trying to throw a lifeline 
to their mates in a mining industry that has 
passed its use-by date,” MUA Sydney Branch 
Secretary Paul Keating said. 

Australia is the only country in the world 
that allows its gas to be sold into the global 
market without keeping reserves aside for 
its own people. This has resulted in very 
expensive gas prices despite being the world’s 
largest gas exporter, putting substantial 
pressure on local manufacturers.

Research undertaken by the Centre for 
International Corporate Tax and Account-
ability Research (CICTAR) demonstrates 
that, despite billions in annual revenues, 
Australia’s largest LNG producers pay noth-
ing in corporate income tax and will pay no 
royalties on the vast new supplies of offshore 
gas for decades to come.

“We are watching one of the greatest 
corporate heists in Australian history,” said 
Keating. “These companies are exporting 
unprecedented mega-volumes of gas, not 
paying any tax, driving manufacturing out 
of the country, and gouging the community. 

Now they’re telling us that they need to go 
and build another 850 wells smack bang 
on top of Australia’s food bowl against the 
wishes of the Traditional Owners? I don’t 
bloody think so.”

“Australian governments can’t on the 
one hand claim to be supportive of First 
Nations people and seeking to reduce carbon 
emissions while at the same time approving 
record numbers of new coal and gas mines 
against the wishes of Traditional Owners. 
Its rank hypocrisy and we have had enough” 
said Allen Hicks, Electrical Trades Union 
NSW/ACT State Secretary.

“Australian state and federal governments 
are closing ranks and lining up behind the 
billionaires, and completely disregarding 
the interests of First Nations people,” said 
Unions NSW Assistant Secretary Vanessa 
Seagrove.

“These Premiers need to listen to Gomeroi 
Traditional Owners that have been the cus-
todians of this land for centuries and know 
the devastating impacts that this project will 
have on the Pilliga and the Great Artesian 
Basin that sits underneath it.”

The NSW union movement has been in 
strong opposition to the Santos project since 
the Gomeroi Nation overwhelmingly voted 
to reject the project at a historic meeting in 
March 2022.

A committee of unions has been formed 
to campaign against the project comprising 
representatives from the NSW Nurses and 
Midwives Association, the Australian Services 
Union, the Electrical Trades Union, National 
Tertiary Education Union, NSW Teachers 
Federation, the Independent Education 
Union, Australian Manufacturing Workers 
Union, the Maritime Union of Australia and 
the Australasian Meat Industry Employees 
Union.  

Photo: Kate Ausburn – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

NSW Hunter gas project  
a new low for Minns and Santos

‘one of the greatest 
corporate heists in history’
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Vijay Prashad

On 26 October Caroline Wil-
lemen of Médecins Sans 
Frontières said that Israel 
continues to use the need for 
humanitarian aid in Gaza as 
“means of pressure.” “The 
humanitarian situation in 
Gaza has not improved sig-
nificantly,” she told the press, 
“as water and shelter short-
ages persist and hundreds 
of thousands of people con-
tinue to live in tents as winter 
approaches.” Israel’s armed 
forces have now annexed more 
than half of Gaza’s land and 
are dumping vast amounts of 
debris into that zone. Moving 
the rubble without experts and 
equipment is very dangerous, 
as about ten to twelve per cent 
of the Israeli bombs dropped 
on Gaza have not exploded.

“Every Gazan person is now 
living in a horrific, unmapped mine-
field,” said Nick Orr of Humanity 
and Inclusion, a non-governmental 
organisation at work in Palestine. 
“The UXO [Unexploded Ordnance] 
is everywhere. On the ground, 
in the rubble, under the ground, 
everywhere.” As Palestinians dig 
through the hills of concrete, they 
risk triggering a dormant bomb.

Over the past two years, Israel 
has dropped at least 200,000 tons 
of explosives on Gaza, equivalent 
to thirteen atom bombs of the 
scale dropped on Hiroshima by the 
United States on 6 August 1945. 
This is unimaginable. Palestinians 
have no air defense systems, no 
air force, and no ability to defend 
themselves from high-altitude and 
drone bombing or to strike back in 
any comparable way. 

Genocides are, by their nature, 
asymmetrical. But to describe these 
past two years as asymmetrical is 
obscene: this was one-directional 
violence, the Goliath-like Israelis 
using their immense advantages 
against the David-like Palestinian 
resistance.

We have no precise idea how 
much of this tonnage came to Israel 

from its major suppliers during the 
war: the United States, Germany, 
Italy, and the United Kingdom. 
However, we have enough evidence 
to know that most of the bombs 
came from the United States, with 
smaller supplies from the other 
countries. 

A new report on the situation 
of human rights in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1967, 
entitled Gaza Genocide: a collec-
tive crime, makes it indisputably 
clear that the countries supplying 
Israel with military equipment, or 
assisting it in any way – including 
through diplomatic support – are 
utterly complicit in the genocide.

The obligation to abide by the 
UN Convention on Genocide is not 
discretionary; the duty to do what 
they can to stop the genocide is 
mandatory. The participation makes 
them wholly culpable. The report 
notes that the Israeli genocide of 

the Palestinians in Gaza makes this 
“an internationally enabled crime.”

Take the case of the United 
Kingdom, whose Prime Minister, 
Keir Starmer, is a human rights 
lawyer and indeed wrote the text-
book on European human rights 
law (1999). On 6 August 2025, Matt 
Kennard told Palestine Deep Dive 
about how UK military aircraft left 
RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus and escorted 
an unidentified plane over Gaza. 
Six days later, UK Declassified 
revealed that amongst these planes 
was an RAF Shadow R1 surveillance 
plane flying alongside a Beechcraft 
Super King Air 350 owned by the 
Sierra Nevada Corporation (from 
the United States) with a call sign 
CROOK 11. What were these air-
craft doing? Who had sanctioned  
this work? 

In December 2024, Starmer 
told troops at RAF Akrotiri: “There’s 
a lot of different work that goes on. 
I’m also aware that some, or quite 

a bit, of what goes on here can’t 
necessarily be talked about all of 
the time … . We can’t necessarily 
tell the world what you’re doing 
here … because although we’re 
not saying it to the whole world for 
reasons that are obvious to you.” 
The obvious reason is that this is a 
genocide, and the UK is complicit.

The United States’ record is 
even more ghastly. One paragraph 
from the Special Rapporteur’s 
report is damning enough:

Since October 2023, the US has 
transferred 742 consignments 
of “arms and ammunition” 
and approved tens of billions 
in new sales. The Biden and 
Trump Administrations 
reduced transparency, 
accelerated transfers through 
repeated emergency approvals, 
facilitated Israeli access 
to US weapons stockpiles 
held abroad, and authorised 

hundreds of sales just below the 
amount requiring congressional 
approval. The US has deployed 
military aircraft, special forces 
and surveillance drones to 
Israel, with US surveillance 
purportedly being used to 
target Hamas, including in the 
first raid on Al Shifa hospital.

In November 2024, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) filed a 
warrant for the arrest of Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Yoav Gallant. Based 
on the Special Rapporteur’s report, 
the ICC prosecutor, Karim Khan, 
should file warrants against Rishi 
Sunak, Starmer, Olaf Scholz, Frie-
drich Merz, Joe Biden, and Donald 
Trump – at a minimum. Anything 
less makes a mockery of the rules-
based international system, namely 
the United Nations Charter.
Peoples Dispatch  

The powerful who  
stand with Israel

Rally for Palestine, Perth/Boorloo, 12 October 2025, marking 2 years of genocide.

pulled quote

Rafaela Martins 

In recent years, the government of São 
Paulo, led by Governor Tarcísio de 
Freitas, has spent over 37 million Bra-
zilian Reais on contracts with Israeli 
military companies. These include 
Israel Weapons Industries, Meprol-
ight, and Cellebrite, known for their 
weapons and surveillance technolo-
gies. These tools, often described as 
“combat-tested,” are now being used 
not in war zones, but in the streets 
and favelas of Brazil.

IMPORTED VIOLENCE
The same technologies used by Israel 

in its military operations in Gaza (opera-
tions widely condemned for human rights 
violations) are now part of São Paulo’s 
police arsenal. Cellebrite, for example, 
provides digital surveillance tools that 
have been used to monitor and extract 
data from civilians’ phones. These tools 
are now in the hands of São Paulo’s police 
and public prosecutors.

Since these contracts began, police 
violence in São Paulo has escalated. In the 

Baixada Santista region, mass killings by 
police have rocked communities. In 2024 
alone, São Paulo saw a 61% increase in 
deaths caused by police, with 813 people 
killed – the highest rise in the country. In 
2025, one in every four homicides in the 
state was committed by police officers. 

GLOBAL IMPACT OF 
ISRAELI MILITARY 

EXPORTS
Israel’s military industry doesn’t just 

affect Palestinians. Its weapons and sur-
veillance tools are exported to dozens of 
countries, often used to suppress margin-
alised communities. In Serbia, Cellebrite 
was used to spy on journalists and activ-
ists. In India, Israeli drones patrol Kash-
mir. In Brazil, these tools are now used 
to monitor and police poor, mostly Black 
neighbourhoods.

This global spread of Israeli military tech 
raises serious ethical questions. Should gov-
ernments invest in tools developed through 
occupation and warfare? Should public safety 
be built on systems designed for control and 
repression?

A CALL FOR 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Activists and lawmakers in Brazil are 
beginning to push back. Members of the 
PSOL party have proposed bills to ban con-
tracts with Israeli companies involved in 
human rights violations. Protesters chant: 
“No more massacres! PM (Polícia Militar 
– the Military Police) in the favela, Israel 
in Palestine.”

The connection is clear: the same logic 
of militarized control used in Gaza is being 
applied in São Paulo. And just like in Pales-
tine, the victims are often poor, racialised, 
and voiceless.

FINAL THOUGHTS
Security should not come at the cost of 

human dignity. When governments choose 
to buy weapons from regimes accused of 
genocide, they send a message: that lives 
in the periphery are expendable. It’s time 
to rethink these choices – and to demand 
a public safety model based on justice, 
not war.
Socialist Voice  

From Gaza to Sao Paulo

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au

https://al24news.dz/fr/ghaza-laide-humanitaire-continue-detre-utilisee-par-lentite-sioniste-comme-moyen-de-pression/
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/163713
https://www.humanity-inclusion.org.uk/en/gaza-every-gazan-person-is-now-living-in-a-horrific-unmapped-minefield
https://www.thecanary.co/global/world-analysis/2025/10/08/200000-tonnes-of-explosives-dropped-on-gaza-equivalent-to-6-nuclear-bombs/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/a80492-gaza-genocide-collective-crime-report-special-rapporteur-situation
https://www.palestinedeepdive.com/p/exposed-flight-path-of-secret-british
https://www.declassifieduk.org/us-flew-spy-flights-for-uk-months-before-mod-admitted-it/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/starmer-visits-gaza-spy-planes-air-base
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-israels-challenges
https://socialistvoice.ie/2025/10/from-gaza-to-sao-paulo/


10   10 November 2025� Guardian

The Dismissal and  
the unholy Trinity

I would like to thank the Guardian for 
its material on the US-orchestrated 
bloodless coup against the Whitlam 

Labor government on the 50th anni-
versary. The irony and significance 
of the sacking of the Whitlam Labor 
government on Remembrance Day 
should not go unnoticed. It is a day 
that should be remembered for the 
outright sabotage of democracy in 
Australia.

Whitlam’s response to the letter from 
Peter Symon, then general. Secretary of 
the Socialist Party of Australia (now CPA), 
published in last week’s Guardian is in sharp 
contrast to the war-mongering, grovelling 
and spineless Albanese government.

I quote from Whitlam’s letter: “The Aus-
tralian government takes the attitude that 
there should not be foreign military bases, 
stations, installations in Australia. We honour 
agreements covering existing stations. We 
do not favour the extension or prolongation 
of any of those existing ones.”

The Whitlam government strove for dis-
armament of all types of weapons and peace 
in international relations in sharp contrast 
to the current collection of sycophants who 
call themselves “Labor.”

The unholy trinity of Albanese, Marles, 
and Wong have surrendered Australian sov-
ereignty to US imperialism and its plans to 
wage war against peace-loving China. They 
have already handed over billions of dollars 
to the US and UK military industrial com-
plexes in the name of AUKUS – a suicidal 
and deadly half-trillion dollar folly.

The people of Australia are paying for 
AUKUS through homelessness, cuts to the 
NDIS, health care, and aged care.

History will judge Labor for what they 
are: spineless traitors to the people of Aus-
tralia and the world.

In peace
Freya Cantor

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Reviewer: Denis Doherty

End Game hosted by Tony Armstrong 
is a very important documentary about 
racism in sport in Australia. It pro-
vides some insights into the problem 
and some solutions that could make 
a difference. 

The most important issue that startles 
you with this series is seeing magnificent 
sportspeople being brought down by racism. 
Tony Armstrong himself is a man of many 
accomplishments, young, handsome, and 
popular. He has played AFL at a top level, he 
has a prominent job with the ABC and has 
won prizes for his work on ABC television. 
Tony has had a successful career in an area 
he loves, but it’s clear that the insults he’s 
faced have brought a lot of pain. 

Similarly, Adam Goodes another AFL 
player who was Tony Armstrong’s captain 
when he played with the Swans was racially 
vilified with a campaign of booing that went 
on for weeks until finally Goodes gave up 
football. What was his sin? He called out a 
13-year-old girl who called him an ‘ape’ and 
had her removed from the spectators watch-
ing the game. Adam was a two-time Brownlow 
medallist and Australian of the Year in 2014. 
None of this protected him from a racist pile 
on. Again, we see the effect that racism has 
on these stars and Tony Armstrong sets out 
to face it head on. 

In a moving conversation in a café, 
Armstrong explains that as he started this 
work he was being eviscerated by racist 
slurs, Adam Goodes counsels him to put on 
the armour of friends and family to protect 
himself from attacks.

Sport is very important to Australians 
and the program points out that if we could 
eradicate racism in sport we could solve many 
of society’s problems.  

The use of social media to send racist 
comments to players has risen massively 
and the social media giants have protested 
that there is not much they can do. In the 
UK the players formed a union and decided 
that they would declare a social media strike 
and would not touch social media for sev-
eral days. The social media giants began to 
come to the players and discuss the issue. 

As often happens, the onus to deal with 

abuse has been put on the victims, in this 
case the sports stars. In many cases where 
individual athletes try to deal with it, they 
just attract more abuse. The UK has IT 
organisations that search through messages 
going to players’ social media and block any 
abuse.  On top of that, they can trace the 
perpetrators of the abuse. Offenders can be 
punished by being banned from games, with 
fines and even prison sentences.  

Another avenue for racist abuse is the 
grandstands. Here again the UK leads the 
way with volunteers and security guards 
scanning the crowds where racist comments 
can be easily reported. Again the abusers 
are identified, and action is taken to evict 
the person or more serious punishments.  

Another UK initiative involves education 
for everyone involved in sport. The organi-
sation ‘Kick it out’ educates players as well 
as the broader population because of course 
there is also player-on-player racial abuse. 
Tony Armstrong asks if an organisation like 
‘Kick it out’ would work in Australia. The Kick 
It Out CEO replies with an enthusiastic “yes.” 
This is Armstrong’s approach throughout 
the series – asking if good ideas could be 
implemented in Australia and if not, why not. 

For instance, Armstrong approached a 
UK data science company to come to Aus-
tralia and set up a system to protect players. 
This company was invited to work with the 
Brisbane Lions and so far, the results are 
promising. The system only took hours to 
set up. Meanwhile the giant social media 
companies have keep saying there is not 
much that could be done. 

Armstrong also finds lessons and insights 
to be gained in the US. 

In the US Gridiron star Colin Kaepernick 
refused to stand for the national anthem 
because of the number of black people being 
murdered by police. The pushback meant 
that he never played for another team after 
that. This was during Trump’s first term. This 
has not stopped other US sports stars from 
taking their own stands, with some doing 
community work on the streets to improve 
the general lot of the ordinary people of 
various cities in the US.

All up, Endgame is well worth a look. 
Australia has a long way to go in this area.
(Endgame is now streaming on ABC iview)  

Worth Streaming:

End Game

Something  
to say?

Write to the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au
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Reviewer: Joel Wendland-Liu

The 2022 TV adaptation of Kin-
dred as a TV series introduced 
a new generation to the most 
famous novel by Afrofuturist 
icon Octavia Butler. With an 
estimated one million copies 
in print, Kindred remains But-
ler’s most successful and criti-
cally acclaimed novel. 

While it holds a special place 
among the various genres of fiction 
it touches – such as speculative fic-
tion, neo-slave narratives, and Black 
literature – Kindred deserves to be 
ranked alongside the greatest US 
novels of the late 20th century. It is 
an allegorical novel that teaches as 
much about our modern world as it 
does about the history of slavery and 
white supremacy.

Positive Obsession, a new biog-
raphy by Susana M Morris explores 
the personal journals of the renowned 
novelist and offers an intimate look 
at her struggles for recognition, her 
working style, and her views on the 
US’s political and social realities. 

Positive Obsession is organised 
primarily around the significant 
writing chunks that coincide with 
different stages of Butler’s life and 
career. Each chapter combines 
research into journals, non-fiction 
writings, and interviews to develop 
a picture of Butler’s life surrounding 
the writing and publication of her 
major works.

For example, chapter one leads up 
to and contextualises Butler’s publica-
tion of her first science fiction series, 
the Patternist, which includes her first 
three novels, Patternmaster (1976), 
Mind of My Mind (1977), and Sur-
vivor (1978). Two additional books 
– Wild Seed and Clay’s Ark –were 
added to it in the early 1980s. For 
context, Morris shares details about 
Butler’s upbringing in Pasadena, 
California; her desire and dedication 
to becoming a professional writer; 
her struggles with formal education; 
her neurodivergent mind and social 
awkwardness; and other details vital 
to Butler’s development as a major 
literary figure.

In this opening section, we learn 
that Butler became obsessed with 
science fiction and writing as a child 
after watching the British B-movie 
Devil Girl from Mars and deciding 
she could write a better story. Despite 
her family’s advice to stick to realistic 
ideas about jobs and roles available 

to Black women, Butler discovered as 
a child that the stories she devoured 
were written by people – and that 
Black people, too, wrote such stories. 

Butler resolved that despite the 
odds against a Black woman from 
a working-class background, she 
would be one of those people who 
wrote stories for a living. 

Butler completed a two-year 
degree at Pasadena City College in 
1968, but her non-normative learning 
and work styles didn’t fit the usual 
path to educational success, and she 
gave up on completing a bachelor’s 
degree in the early 1980s. 

Morris follows these biographical 
details with a reading of the Pattern-
ist series’s themes and plotlines. 
She concludes that this early group 
of science fiction stories “invites 
readers to meditate on the politics 
of the American empire and inter-
nalised white supremacy,” themes 
that persisted in Butler’s fiction for 
the rest of her life.

The second chapter concentrates 
entirely on Butler’s life around her 
writing and the publication of Kin-
dred in 1979. Kindred was one of her 
two stand-alone novels, and she had 
started developing it in the late 1960s. 

Butler was chosen to attend the 
Clarion writers’ workshop in Pitts-
burgh, which she travelled to 2,400 
miles by Greyhound, despite limited 
funds. The workshop was led by the 
science fiction author Harlan Ellison 
and included Samuel Delany as one of 
the instructors. Delany would eventu-
ally become a lifelong friend. Ellison 
confirmed for Butler that her careful 
work ethic – constant research, daily 
writing, and keen human observation 
– was essential to her success. In the 
1960s and 1970s, Butler held various 
factory, custodial, and service jobs to 
support her writing.

A small advance for the manu-
script of Survivor in 1977 funded 
Butler’s trip to Baltimore to conduct 
research for Kindred. Again, she 
climbed aboard a Greyhound for the 
journey. She stayed in cheap hotels 
in Baltimore and budgeted for one 
meal per day. She toured Mt Vernon, 
George Washington’s home and plan-
tation, and based Kindred’s Weylin 
plantation on it. She visited  libraries 
and historical societies, and studied 
antebellum architecture, furniture, 
the landscape, clothing styles, and 
everyday utensils and tools. She 
also studied people – their habits, 
interactions, and social cues. 

Back in LA, she read several 
major historical accounts of slavery 
and the cultures of enslaved Black 
people. As she wrote the manuscript, 
Butler experimented with characters, 
plot lines, and chronologies before 
settling on the final version. She 
often used caffeine pills to stay awake 
while pulling a shift at a factory or 
a hospital, then set up in her tiny 
apartment office to write, revise, or 
do more research before snatching 
a few hours of sleep.

Kindred’s success opened doors 
for Butler. She was invited to speak 
at science fiction conventions, and 
by the early 1980s, she had more 
financial stability. Morris documents 
Butler’s 1980s work, including finish-
ing the Patternist series and taking 
on the Xenogenesis trilogy, Dawn 
(1987), Adulthood Rites (1988), and 
Imago (1989). 

Morris’s biography locates Butler 
within the political turmoil of the 
Reagan era. Butler correctly believed 
that Reagan sought to roll back the 
Civil Rights victories, gut public 
education funding, entrench the 
US in permanent military conflict, 
and pursue economic policies that 
would worsen the environmental and 
climate crises. Butler believed that 
science fiction could illuminate these 
social problems and move readers to 
conscious action.

Butler’s stories, Morris reveals, 
were never escapist, even when the 
plots suggested a need for escape. 
In her view, flight was a device to 
emphasise the need for political 
struggle to change current realities, 
preserve threatened lives, or reset 
the conditions of our existence – all 
of which Butler believed were on the 
verge of tipping toward apocalypse. 

Positive Obsession tells a pow-
erful story of Butler as what Morris 
calls “an individual genius,” who 
refused to see herself as different 
from the mass of Black people with 
whom she said she shared this qual-
ity. Butler told one interviewer, “I will 
not permit anyone to say that I am 
the exception … I am the daughter of 
a maid and a bootblack, the descend-
ant of slaves. I climb upon the bones 
of those who survived hell.” In our 
present time, despite hypocritical 
attempts by fascists to ban Butler’s 
novels, our world is better with her 
stories in it.
People’s World (edited for space)  

Book Review:

Positive Obsession:
The Life and Times of Octavia E Butler

by Susana M Morris

Butler believed 
that science fiction 
could illuminate 
social problems 

and move readers 
to conscious action

R J Harris

Constellation Cup is an annual 
four-game netball series 
between the Australian Dia-
monds and the New Zealand 
Silver Ferns. The final game in 
the two-week series was held 
in Christchurch, New Zealand 
on 29 October 2025. 

Prior to 2024 a tied Cup was 
decided by goal aggregate. Rules 
since 2024 mean a tied cup has 
two seven-minute halves divided 

by a four-minute break, termed 
Series Decider Time (SDT). If 
scores remain tied play continues 
until the winner achieves a two-
point lead.

Australia entered round four 
up two-one against the Kiwis who 
have a strong record of winning 
at home. At half-time Diamonds 
were ahead 33-27, however score 
at end of regular time favoured 
Ferns 57-62. Cue a 12-min break 
followed by SDT.

SDT was characterised by 

sloppy play, cramp and injury. This 
is the result of two games per week 
at the international level. The crowd 
was very loud during this time.

The final passage of SDT play 
was an excruciating minute-and-
a-quarter possession by the Dia-
monds to the thunder of crowd 
disapproval. After the point, with 
one second on the clock, the ball 
went long to Ferns’ shooter, who 
contacted Diamond’s defender, 
resulting simultaneously in end of 
game, a serious injury to Sunday 

Arayang, a very quiet stadium and 
a sombre mood.

Victory was handed to the 
Diamonds, 12-11, the same result 
that goal aggregate would have 
produced.

In a post-match interview 
Diamonds captain Liz Watson 
expressed reservations about the 
SDT format. Fair enough, consider 
the crowd: Wednesday night, work 
tomorrow, first whistle at 7:40pm 
and final whistle of SDT at around 
10:30pm. And consider the players: 

from the South Africa series straight 
into the Cup and there was a train-
ing camp at the beginning of Sep-
tember. That is a lot of netball for 
starting sevens, especially where 
the bench sees light use.

Australia reclaims the Cup as 
players return home for the Super 
Netball pre-season except for 
Arayang who will miss the 2026 
season while she recovers from an 
ACL injury.  

SPORT: Netball
Constellation Cup Final

https://www.peoplesworld.org/authors/joel-wendland/
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The crises at the heart of the 
government shutdown fight 
in Washington came to a head 
as the federal food assistance 
program, despite court orders 
to Trump to provide food 
stamps to 42 million recipi-
ents, faced his delay tactics 
and people began seeing dra-
matic hikes in their health 
insurance bills. 

The impacts on basic needs 
– food and medical care – under-
scored how the impasse is hitting 
homes across the United States. 
Plans by the Trump administration 
to freeze payments to the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram were halted by federal judges, 
but the delay in payouts, made 
worse by Trump maneuvering, will 
still likely leave millions of people 
short on their grocery bills. 

It all added to the strain on the 
country, with a month of missed pay 
for federal workers and growing air 
travel delays. 

“This is more than a crisis,” said 
the Rev. John Udo-Okon, who runs 
the Word of Life Christian Fellow-
ship International food pantry in 
the Bronx, where hundreds more 
people than usual lined up in the 
New York City borough as early as 
4 am to collect groceries. “Right 
now, you can see the desperation, 
you can feel the frustration that the 
people are going through.”

Back in Washington, there was 
little urgency among Republicans 
and the Trump administration to 
end the government shutdown, 
provide food aid to the hungry or 
save health insurance coverage for 
millions in the process of losing 
it. The Congress has been virtu-
ally suspended since GOP House 
Speaker Mike Johnson sent all the 
Republicans home on an extended 
vacation.

The House has not met for 
legislative business in more than 
six weeks, while Senate Majority 
Leader John Thune, R-S.D., closed 
his chamber for the weekend, leav-
ing millions across the country to 
suffer.

Thune said he is hoping “the 
pressure starts to intensify, and 
the consequences of keeping the 
government shut down become 
even more real for everybody that 
they will express, hopefully new 
interest in trying to come up with 
a path forward.”

The stalemate appears increas-
ingly unsustainable as Republican 
President Donald Trump demands 
action and Democratic leaders 
warn that an uproar over rising 
health insurance costs will force 
Congress to act.
People’s World (edited for 
space)  

USA: Millions to go hungry

you can see the desperation

OpenAI has announced a 
new safety update to its pop-
ular ChatGPT model after an 
internal analysis revealed 
over a million users admit-
ted suicidal tendencies to 
the chatbot. The changes are 
intended to improve the AI’s 
ability to recognise and prop-
erly respond to distress.

In a statement the company 
revealed that an estimated 0.15% 
of weekly ChatGPT users have 
engaged in conversations that 
include “explicit indicators of poten-
tial suicidal planning or intent.” 
Another 0.05% of messages are 
also said to have contained “explicit 
or implicit indicators of suicidal 
ideation or intent.”

Earlier this month, OpenAI 
CEO Sam Altman claimed that 
ChatGPT has more than 800 million 
weekly active users, meaning that, 

according to the company’s latest 
figures, over 1.2 million people have 
discussed suicide with the chatbot, 
and about 400,000 have displayed 
signs of suicidal intent.

The company also claimed that 
around 0.07% (560,000) of its 
weekly users and 0.01% (80,000) 
of messages indicate “possible 
signs of mental health emergencies 
related to psychosis or mania.” It 
further noted that a number of 
users have grown emotionally over 
reliant on ChatGPT, with about 
0.15% (1.2 million) of active users 
exhibiting behaviour that indicates 
“heightened levels” of emotional 
attachment to the chatbot.

OpenAI has announced that 
it has partnered with dozens of 
mental health experts from around 
the world to update the chatbot so 
it can more reliably recognise signs 
of mental distress, provide better 

responses, and guide users to real-
world help.

In conversations relating to 
delusional beliefs, the company 
said it is teaching ChatGPT to 
respond “safely,” and “empathet-
ically,” while avoiding affirming 
ungrounded beliefs.

The company’s announcement 
comes amid rising concerns over the 
increasing use of AI chatbots such 
as ChatGPT and the effect they have 
on people’s mental health. 

Psychiatrists and other medical 
professionals have expressed alarm 
about an emerging trend of users 
developing dangerous delusions and 
paranoid thoughts after prolonged 
conversations with AI chatbots, 
which tend to affirm and reinforce 
users’ beliefs. The phenomenon 
has been dubbed by some as “AI 
psychosis.”
RT.com  

Peter Farmer

British Columbia’s Health 
Minister Josie Osborne has 
outlined a drive to recruit 
US doctors, nurses and other 
healthcare workers. 

According to Canada’s CBC 
news network, Osborne told a 
press conference that health pro-
fessionals in the USA have a good 
reason to be alarmed, “whether it’s 
because their federal government 
is withdrawing from the World 
Health Organization, cutting public 
services or attacking reproductive 
rights.”

B.C. is planning to roll back 
regulatory obstacles to US health 
professionals working in the prov-
ince. There will also be an adver-
tising campaign in Washington, 
Oregon, and California. 

In a statement, Osborne said 

that “uncertainty and chaos” in the 
US represented an unprecedented 
opportunity to attract skilled health-
care workers.

Osborne made an open pitch 
to US health professionals, saying 
“now is the time to come to British 
Columbia. We will welcome you 
to our beautiful province where 
together, we can strengthen public 
health care … and build healthy 
communities.” The Health Min-
ister added that “It’s a great time 
for people to consider moving to 
a place where they feel supported, 
where they feel welcomed.”

Some in Canada are worried 
that B.C’s campaign might aggra-
vate the US government at a time 
when there’s something of a trade 
war between Canada and the United 
States. Osborne dismissed those 
concerns.  

Over a million people  
discuss suicide with  

ChatGPT weekly

Canada: B.C.  
aims to poach  

US medical staff

Thousands join No Kings protest in Minneapolis, 18 October. Photo: Chad Davis – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Kerala has announced the elimination 
of extreme poverty tomorrow – the 
first Indian state to achieve it.

The announcement is timed for Kerala 
Piravi (Kerala Day), as the southern state 
enters the 70th year since its foundation on 
1 November 1956.

The Communist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M)-led Left Democratic Front (LDF) 
government committed to eliminate extreme 
poverty by this date shortly after re-election 
in 2021, and immediately launched a state-
wide investigation to identify people in the 
category – defined as severe deprivation in 
four core areas: nutritious food, safe housing, 
basic income, and health status.

Kerala has long had by far the lowest 
poverty rate in India – 0.55 per cent of 
the population compared to 16.22 per cent 
nationally or 33.76 per cent in the state with 
the highest poverty level, Bihar – but CPI-M 
journal People’s Democracy commented: “For 
the LDF government no person is negligible; 
not a single individual is to be disregarded 
or left behind.”

The survey identified just over 100,000 
people as living in extreme poverty amid 
Kerala’s population of 36 million, before 
implementing a poverty elimination campaign 
involving community mobilisation, sending 
hundreds of volunteers to poor areas (as prac-
tised in China’s absolute poverty elimination 

program), and provision of ration cards and 
health insurance to thousands of families.

Direct food distribution was also rolled 
out, distributed through the all-women 
Kudumbashree network, a Kerala-founded 
program focused on poverty elimination and 
women’s empowerment that has spread to 
other states.

Kerala’s Local Self-Government depart-
ment then developed “micro-plans” in 
consultation with every affected family to 
bring them out of extreme poverty by this 
November, with measures including alloca-
tion of extra land, study scholarships, home 
renovations or new builds and employment 
schemes.

“The Left Democratic Front – which is 
enjoying its second term in succession and 
aiming for a hat-trick early in 2026 – has 
facilitated this remarkable shift,” Kerala 
State Planning Board member K Ravi Raman 
wrote in The Indian Express.

“It is powerful and irrefutable proof that 
communist ideology is not mere fantasy but 
an organising principle that has the power 
to transform the present, opening up the 
future to fresh possibilities.”
Morning Star  

India: Kerala eliminates extreme poverty

https://apnews.com/hub/government-shutdown
https://apnews.com/hub/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program
https://apnews.com/hub/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program
https://apnews.com/article/snap-shutdown-lawsuits-deadline-4af8b0dec6cd31cddd023cc99c131b73
https://apnews.com/article/congress-federal-workers-shutdown-layoffs-5bef57b6c431830a9af84fbfcc59b324
https://apnews.com/article/flight-delays-cancellations-government-shutdown-5034216cb5bb41bd40e27bb7861b2dd3
https://apnews.com/article/flight-delays-cancellations-government-shutdown-5034216cb5bb41bd40e27bb7861b2dd3
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2025/1026_pd/yet-another-shining-example-kerala-model-development
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-kerala-eliminated-extreme-poverty-pinarayi-vijayan-cpim-10330123/
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Graham Holton

Following President Donald 
Trump’s arbitrary increased 
tariffs on Chinese goods, 
China stopped purchasing 
US soybeans, creating mas-
sive unsold stockpiles. US 
Department of Agriculture 
data shows China was to have 
purchased 22.5 million tonnes 
of US soybeans in 2024-25. 

The US planned to convert these 
millions of tonnes of surplus into 
industrial bio-asphalt for its roads, 
at a time when food scarcity is grow-
ing in the US. It is a pattern the US 
government has followed for years: 
convert surplus food into industrial 
products. Overproduction, subsidi-
sation, and diversion into non-food 
uses signal a structural problem in 
which crops end up in asphalt or 
biofuel. This changes the economic 
and political narrative from “feed 
people” to “feed industry.”

After a US-China agreement on 
30 October, this decision is now 
deemed unnecessary, as China has 

promised to buy at least 25 million 
tonnes of soybeans annually for 
the next three years. That the US 
could contemplate such an action 
is morally stunning and reprehen-
sible. Where lies the morality of 
industrialising food, rather than 
sending the surplus as food aid to 
developing countries?

According to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), 673 million 
people around the world experi-
enced hunger in 2024. Yet every 
year the US diverts crops that could 
feed people into industrial uses. 
The US government values roads, 
fuel and industrial feedstock over 
human survival.

Global hunger remains high, 
and in some regions is worsening. 
While the global lack of food edged 
down to 8.2 per cent in 2024, 720 
million people remain above pre-
COVID-19 pandemic hunger levels. 
That the US is producing more food 
than the market can absorb and 
then redirecting the surplus into 
roads, fuel and industrial feedstock, 

while hundreds of millions con-
tinue to starve, is an ethical and 
political statement by the present 
government.

The US is one of the world’s 
largest soybean producers and 
exporters, and in recent years 
has ramped up production, while 
diverting crops into non-food usage. 
Within the US, powerful agricul-
tural lobbies, farm-state politics, 
and industrial bioeconomy linkages 
favour high soybean production. 
Government subsidies, trade policy, 
and the industrial conversion of 
crops serve vested interests. 

Historically, food exports gave 
the US a political leverage in food 
aid and trade. When large surpluses 
are converted into domestic indus-
trial use, that leverage vanishes.

Global hunger is driven by 
conflict, economic shocks, climate 
change, population displacement 
and inflation. The decision to repur-
pose edible crops adds an avoidable 
layer of injustice.  

VENEZUELA: Venezuela suspended energy agreements with 
Trinidad and Tobago for hosting US warships and troops. The 
US deployed its biggest military mission to the Caribbean in 
decades, including the world’s largest warship. Venezuelan 
President Maduro made a public announcement on the cap-
ture of CIA mercenaries who were planning to sabotage US ves-
sels off Trinidad, which could serve as a false flag operation to 
claim Venezuela had first attacked the US. “They are looking for 
a regime change to steal oil, gas, gold, and water. We have an 
impressive aquifer reservoir throughout the country,” Maduro 
said. The Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister said the naval 
exercises were for “internal security only.” She is one of the only 
regional leaders to have expressed support for the US spree of 
extrajudicial killings in the region. 

CHINA: China is ready to introduce zero tariffs on African goods. 
African nations have long struggled with limited market access, 
worsened by high tariffs and unfair and exploitative treat-
ment of major powers. The Chinese initiative could help Africa 
close the gap on the world market and will be a practical path 
towards achieving shared prosperity. “The Global South should 
not be a slogan. You need to see tangible results. Increasing 
trade among Global South countries brings unity, cohesion, and 
strengthens their position with the Global North,” said David 
Monyae, Director of the Centre for Africa-Chinese Studies at the 
University of Johannesburg.

YEMEN: A US airstrike in Yemen that killed more than 60 
African migrant prisoners should be investigated as a possible 
war crime, according to Amnesty International. The attack in 
Saada province last April was part of an intense US bombard-
ment targeting the Houthi movement in response to its attacks 
on shipping passing through the Red Sea corridor in support of 
Palestinian people.

MADAGASCAR: Madagascar’s new military government has 
revoked the citizenship of the former president. This move 
effectively bans the ousted leader from contesting future elec-
tions. The new authority cited a law dating back to 1960, when 
the country gained independence from France, which strips 
Malagasy citizens of their nationality if they have citizenship of 
another country. The former president has dual citizenship after 
getting a French passport over a decade ago.

RUSSIA: A successful test of a new nuclear-powered and nucle-
ar capable underwater drone was announced by President 
Putin, who declared the new weapon could not be intercepted. 
The Poseidon drone is unmatched in speed and depth, Putin 
claimed.

ITALY: A ban on sanitary wares exports to Russia will cost the 
Italian economy around AU$250 million, while overall losses 
from the new sanctions package are expected to reach $445 
million. Russian stand-up comics were not the only ones to com-
ment on this particular sanction. The Russian President mocked 
the EU’s toilet ban, saying it “will cost them dearly.” They will 
need Russian toilets if they keep the same policies.” Vittorio 
Torrembini, head of the Association of Italian Entrepreneurs in 
Russia has called the ban “no laughing matter” and a significant 
blow to Italy. 

LITHUANIA: Lithuania is dealing with an unusual problem 
– cigarette smuggling using weather balloons and accusing 
Belarus of organising it. “The Lithuanian politicians have decid-
ed to exploit the situation and place all the blame on Belarus, 
thus covering up their own inability (or unwillingness) to find the 
smugglers’ contractors inside Lithuania,” said a statement from 
the Belarussian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. “If balloons load-
ed with cigarettes are flying there, I guess they need to solve 
the issue on their end,” added Belarus President Alexander 
Lukashenko, noting that his country would apologise if its 
involvement is established. 

US: The US and Australia signed a US$8.5 billion deal for crit-
ical minerals and rare earths on 20 October to counter China’s 
dominance in the sector, causing bullish prices. On 30 October, 
a deal was made for China to pause export controls. Stocks of 
US-listed rare earth miners plummeted.

Global Briefs
US soybean surplus 

turns to asphalt

Graham Holton

The recent US Treasury US$20 billion currency 
swap/loan to Argentina supported “strategic 
US interests” in Latin America. The US gov-
ernment claimed it intervened to stabilise the 
Argentine economy because it is strategically 
important to US interests, reducing the risk of 
regional crises. It didn’t hurt that Argentine 
president Javier Milei is a libertarian mini-
Trump. He’s slavishly pro-US and Israel. His 
solution to Argentina’s economic problems 
has been similar to Trump’s: sacking large 
numbers of public servants and cutting social 
welfare. Trump has described the bailout as a 
way to “help a good financial philosophy.” It’s 
a philosophy that has made Argentina more 
unequal, with average incomes falling sharply. 

What the US media has failed to explain is that 
the bailout protects against the exposure of large US 
financial-market actors, such as banks, bondholders, 
hedge-fund investors and financial interests, thereby 
benefiting them. Economists and analysts argue that 
such bailouts actually privatise gains for US financial 
institutions, socialise losses onto Argentine taxpayers,  
and perpetuate dependency on the IMF and dollar-
ised debt systems.

The bailout improved Argentine bond security, 

reduced risk on US investments and bolstered US hedge 
funds. The US banks JP Morgan Chase & Co., Bank of 
America, Goldman Sachs, Citigroup and other hedge 
funds and emerging-markets investors hold Argentine 
debt/equities. They have been in discussions with 
the US Treasury to create a facility tied to Argentine 
debt. US banks had exposure to Argentina through 
loans and operations. Bank of America had provided 
US$900 million in loans, and Citigroup derived 2 per 
cent of its earnings from Argentina. These companies 
will gain from the US Treasury rescue.

US-based hedge funds such as Elliott Management 
(Paul Singer’s fund) and NML Capital have been major 
beneficiaries of Argentina’s debt crisis resolution. 
These funds bought defaulted Argentine bonds at 
pennies on the dollar following the 2001 economic 
collapse. After years of litigation, the New York courts 
ruled in the funds’ favour, forcing Argentina to pay 
billions to settle. Once Argentina agreed to settle in 
2016 the hedge funds made enormous profits, some 
exceeding 400 per cent returns.

Exact figures of banks and funds exposure are 
hard to come by and exactly how much US banks and 
hedge funds will benefit from this bail out is unknown. 
What’s certain is that the bailout will help US financial 
institutions more than it helps working people.  

Argentine bailout  
helps US banks
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Statement from the Secretariat of the 
Palestinian Democratic Youth Union 
on the 108th anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration.

The promise is void,  
the right remains.

On 2 November of every year, we recall 
the infamous Balfour Declaration – 
the colonial pledge made in 1917 by 
the British Foreign Secretary, who 
granted, on behalf of those who did 
not own, a promise to those who did 
not deserve. It stands as one of the 
most heinous political crimes in his-
tory and a key episode in the imperial-
ist conspiracy against the Palestinian 
people and our region.

The Balfour Declaration was not an 
isolated event, but rather the product of 
an integrated colonial system aimed at 
dismantling West Asia and reshaping it to 
serve global imperialist interests. Through 
it, Britain sought to implant a foreign set-
tler entity in the heart of the region – a 
forward base for the imperial project and a 
tool to ensure control over vital routes and 
resources, while preventing any genuine 
renaissance that could threaten the interests 
of the colonial West.

This declaration provided the ideolog-
ical and political foundation for the estab-
lishment of the Zionist entity – a project 
not built merely on nationalist or religious 
claims, but on a colonial-settler logic based 
on uprooting the indigenous people from 
their land and replacing them with foreign 
settlers. It is the same logic used by colonial 
powers in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 
later applied to Palestine as the “chosen land” 
for Western interests in the heart of the East.

Today, as we witness what has happened 
over the past two years in besieged Gaza, 
the daily raids in the West Bank and Jeru-
salem, and the ongoing policies of forced 
displacement in the Naqab, Galilee, and 
Jordan Valley, we realise that the Balfour 
Declaration has not ended. It is renewed 
every day in new forms and with new tools. 
The same imperial powers that once issued 
the promise are those that now protect 
the occupation – through political, mili-
tary, and economic support, and through 
their attempts to whitewash its crimes and 
demonise our people’s resistance in inter-
national forums.

What is happening in Palestine today 
is not a passing war but an extension of a 
comprehensive colonial project that began 
with the Balfour Declaration, continued 
through the British Mandate, US hegemony, 
and normalisation deals – all seeking to 
entrench Palestine as a permanent base for 
imperial dominance in our region. The strug-
gle of the Palestinian people is not merely 
a defence of land, but a confrontation with 
a global imperialist project that targets the 
freedom and independence of all peoples, 
reproducing the tools of colonialism in new 
forms under deceptive slogans like “peace,” 
“security,” and “stability.”

On this occasion, the Palestinian Dem-
ocratic Youth Union (PDYU) affirms that 
resistance in all its forms is a legitimate and 
sacred right, and that the right of return for 
Palestinian refugees is the essence of the 
cause and the key to justice. Any “peace” that 
does not guarantee the end of occupation 
and the return of refugees is nothing but 
a continuation of the Balfour Declaration 
through new means.

We call upon the youth of the world, and 
all progressive and justice-seeking forces, 
to broaden the front of international soli-
darity with the struggle of the Palestinian 
people, expose the crimes of the occupation 
and its sponsors, and intensify the political, 
academic, cultural, and economic boycott of 
the Zionist entity – until return, freedom, 
and self-determination are achieved.

We reaffirm that, despite more than a 
century having passed since its issuance, 
the Balfour Declaration will never become 
a historical fate – for peoples who struggle 
can never be defeated, and the will to be free 
is stronger than all forces of oppression and 
colonialism.

We will continue the struggle, generation 
after generation, until this infamous declara-
tion and all its consequences are overturned, 
and until the independent State of Palestine 
is established with Jerusalem as its capital, 
and the refugees return to their homes from 
which they were forcibly displaced.

Glory and eternity to  
the martyrs of Palestine
Freedom for our brave prisoners
Victory to the resistance and  
to our steadfast people.

Balfour remembered

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Expatriates of the 
State of Palestine welcomes 
the latest report of the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur, 
Francesca Albanese, on the 
situation of human rights in 
the Palestinian territories 
occupied since 1967 entitled 
“Gaza Genocide: A Collective 
Crime.”

This report constitutes a 
courageous document of truth, 
a principled articulation of law, 
evidence, and integrity. It exposes 
the reality of the ongoing genocide 
against the Palestinian people in 
Gaza and the broader framework 
of settler-colonial domination, 
prolonged military occupation, 
and apartheid imposed by Israel, 
the illegal occupying power.

Decades of impunity and double 
standards have emboldened Israel 
to commit systematic and grave 
violations of international law. 
The failure of influential states to 

uphold their legal obligations, by 
providing diplomatic cover, polit-
ical protection, and military and 
economic support, has turned this 
genocide into a collective crime.

The Ministry commends Special 
Rapporteur Albanese for her pro-
fessionalism, integrity, and moral 
courage in fulfilling her mandate 
despite relentless political pressure 
and smear campaigns aimed at 
silencing the truth and shielding 
perpetrators.

The State of Palestine affirms 
that this report should mark a 
turning point for the international 
community. The genocide in Gaza 
is not only a tragedy for the Pal-
estinian people, but a test of the 
international system’s ability to 
uphold justice, equality, and the 
rule of law.

States must move beyond words 
and take concrete measures to meet 
their obligations under interna-
tional law. It is no longer acceptable 
to manage the consequences of 

Israel’s occupation and apartheid; 
it is time to end them.

The New York Declaration 
on the Peaceful Settlement of the 
Question of Palestine provides a 
clear and actionable roadmap to 
end the genocide in Gaza, ensure 
accountability for grave inter-
national crimes, and secure the 
recognition and realisation of an 
independent, sovereign, and con-
tiguous State of Palestine on the 
1967 borders, with East Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

The State of Palestine urges all 
states to implement the New York 
Declaration’s commitments, includ-
ing the imposition of sanctions 
and arms embargoes, support for 
international justice mechanisms, 
and the cessation of all forms of 
complicity and political, military, 
and economic support that have 
enabled Israel’s impunity and bra-
zenness in committing its crimes 
and violations.  

Catherine Connolly has been 
elected as the president of Ire-
land after a landslide victory, 
becoming the tenth head of 
state. The independent can-
didate, backed by major left-
wing parties, defeated Fine 
Gael’s Heather Humphreys, 
who conceded before the final 
count.

The result, clear from early 
tallies, was officially announced at 
Dublin Castle on 25 October.

Connolly, 68, from Galway, 
has been a member of parliament 
since 2016. She won a record 63 
per cent of first preference votes 
– 914,143 in total – the highest in 
Irish presidential election history.

Humphreys took 29 per cent, 
while Fianna Fail’s Jim Gavin 
received 7 per cent. Turnout was 
46 per cent, with an unprecedented 
213,738 spoiled votes.

Delivering her speech first in 
Irish and then in English, Con-
nolly pledged to be “an inclusive 
president for all” and “a voice for 
peace” that defends Irish neutrality 
and climate action.

She succeeds Michael D Hig-
gins, who has completed two 
terms, and will be inaugurated on 
11 November.
Morning Star  

Welcoming the UN Special 
Rapporteur’s New Report:

‘Gaza Genocide: A Collective Crime’

Independent 
Connolly elected 
as Irish president 

by landslide

www.cpa.org.au
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The Chinese government has urged the lifting 
of the criminal blockade and sanctions against 
Cuba “immediately,” following the latest vote 
on the resolution condemning Washington’s 
unilateral measures against Havana, approved 
in the UN General Assembly with 165 votes in 
favour, 7 against and 12 abstentions.

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman has 
asserted that the UN vote reflects the broad support 
of the international community for the Cuban peo-
ple’s struggle to defend their sovereignty and oppose 
foreign interference.

He also demanded that the US government “heed 
the international community’s request” regarding its 
actions against Cuba.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun 
emphasised at a press conference the “deep suffering 
of the Cuban people” caused by “a brutal blockade of 
more than 60 years.”

Jiakun asserted that the vote at the United Nations 
“reflects once again the broad support of the interna-
tional community for the just struggle of the Cuban 
people to defend their national sovereignty and oppose 
foreign interference and the blockade.”

“It also demonstrates, once again, that unilater-
alism and intimidation are unfair and unpopular,” 
Guo Jiakun added, while asserting that Beijing has 
been voting against the US blockade of the Caribbean 
island since 1992.

According to the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Beijing “remains steadfast in its defence of 
international justice, and will continue to firmly sup-
port the Cuban people in their opposition to foreign 
interference and in their pursuit of development in 
accordance with their national conditions.”

With a majority of 165 countries in favour, the UN 
General Assembly approved the resolution calling for 
an end to the criminal and unilateral blockade that 
the United States has imposed on Cuba since 1960.

Since 1992, the UN General Assembly has approved 
by a large majority the resolutions demanding that 
the United States end its blockade against Cuba and 
has had virtually unanimous support from the inter-
national community in recent years.

Havana views this annual international support 
at the UN as a diplomatic victory.
Telesur  

Interest (the national)
One way to spot a Weasel Word is when there’s no possible 
opposite to it. This is an example. It’s vague and unopposable. 
Nobody ever says they want to work against the national interest, 
but a lot of people don’t want to spell out exactly what it means. 
Our national-interest-supporting Labor government has just 
passed an environment bill which gives the environment minister 
power to ignore laws that are there to protect the environment, 
if it’s in – you guessed it – the national interest (see story page 
4). Don’t worry, the Minister will have to give reasons. Too bad if 
you’re interested in the reasons, the government doesn’t have to 
share them with you. 

Values
Speaking of vague yet unopposable Weasel Words, ‘values’ has 
long been a useful cover for people who don’t want to be clear 
about bigotry. More than 20 years ago, Liberal Prime Minister 
John Howard praised private schools for having values, unlike 
those godless public schools. The Carlton AFL club has sacked 
its ‘Captain Carlton’ mascot for walking out of a fundraising 
event. Carlton has said that it took steps that align with their val-
ues. Captain Carlton walked out of the event when he discovered 
it was also a fundraiser for the Israeli Defence Force. Whatever 
Carlton’s values are, they obviously don’t include opposition to 
genocide. 

Ballast
This unusual Weasel Word comes to us from Nationals Sena-
tor Bridget McKenzie, who has said that her party is the ballast 
that supports the Liberal Party’s vote, “not the drag.” We think 
both parties are a drag on working people whether they live in 
the country or the city, but can’t help noticing that ballast is also 
used to stop a ship from moving. 

Delivering
There are a gaggle of Weasel Words that exist mainly to make 
people who talk a lot sound like they’re doing something physi-
cal. So it is with ‘delivering.’ Queensland Deputy Premier Jarrot 
Bleijie has said that the LNP has been “delivering for Queens-
landers for a year,” adding that they’re only just getting started. 
When you deliver for someone, it usually implies that you’ve 
been bringing them good things that they wanted. So far, Jar-
rod’s party has delivered lower royalties for mining companies, 
teachers’ strikes, and planning laws that mean Olympic-related 
projects can ignore environmental and planning laws. They’ve 
also been delivering pissed-off nurses, midwives, police, and 
other public servants, thanks to the Crisafulli government’s 
approach to industrial relations. 

Futuristic
Pretty much anything can be futuristic as long as it looks like 
someone’s idea of the future – clothes, cars, telephones, you 
name it. The Australian Financial Review’s ‘Energy and Cli-
mate reporter,’ Ryann Cropp, whose very job title implies we 
might have to choose between energy and climate, is praising 
Bill Gates’ latest exercise in high-profile climate denialism. Cropp 
writes that it’s very likely the world will need “futuristic ideas 
like carbon capture and storage (CCS), small modular nucle-
ar reactors and green hydrogen.” All three have been described 
as ‘greenwashing’ exercises in distraction from actual climate 
action. CCS has never delivered, small modular nuclear reactors 
sound adorable but have never been made to work commercial-
ly, and green hydrogen is so emissions-intensive it’s worse than 
the regular hydrogen. There’s futuristic and then there’s just plain 
nonsensical.

Cumbersome
Pity the Business Council of Australia (BCA). All they want to 
do is help Australia meet its net zero ambitions, according to 
Bran Black, the Business Council’s CEO. If you’ve paid attention 
to their press releases over the years, you might have thought 
that the BCA just want to make as much profit as possible while 
paying the lowest wages possible without regard to the safety 
of their workers. Now it turns out they just want us to get to net 
zero, but “cumbersome” regulations are getting in the way. What 
kind of regulations? Environmental ones.

UN votes on Cuba, 
China urges end  

of blockade
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Peter Farmer

In response to a historic strike 
by 51,000 teachers in Alberta, 
the government there struck 
back with legislation. The 
Back to School Act suspended 
teachers’ collective bargain-
ing rights and imposed a new 
contract rejected by almost 
90 per cent of teachers who 
voted on it. 

The Back to School Act was 
designed to use a ‘notwithstanding 
clause’ which means the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association is not per-
mitted to mount court challenges to 

the Act. School boards and teachers 
are not permitted to bargain on 
local issues.

Canadian unions are incensed 
at what Canadian Labour Congress 
president Bea Bruske has described 
as “trumping rights and freedoms.” 
Bruske told a rally of workers in 
support of the teachers that “every 
single worker is at risk.”

A general strike is not out of the 
question. Unions will encourage 
workers to volunteer for recall cam-
paigns in an attempt to unseat the 
government. “If they won’t shrink 
the size of their classroom, we will 
shrink the size of their caucus,” 

Alberta Federation of Labour 
(AFL) president Gil McGowan said. 
The United Conservative Party 
of Alberta, the UCP, has 47 of 87 
seats in the legislature. McGowan 
also told media that the AFL will 
begin organising toward a potential 
general strike. 

Attempts to legislate strike 
action out of existence don’t have 
a good history in Canada. In 
Ontario, workers walked off their 
jobs regardless after the Ford gov-
ernment there introduced a bill to 
declare strike action by education 
support workers illegal.  

Canada: Alberta 
government bans strike
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Sudan: condemnation  
and accountability

Statement from the Sudanese 
Communist Party on the 
massacres by Rapid Support 
Forces in Bara and El Fasher
Our Party stands clearly and 
decisively against the horri-
fying massacres being com-
mitted against civilians in 
the cities of El Fasher and 
Bara, as well as in other areas 
of Kordofan and Darfur; a 
stance that does not hold any 
ambiguity or require further 
justification.

The Rapid Support Forces 
continue to perpetrate systematic 
violence against unarmed civilians: 
field executions, arbitrary arrests, 
looting and destruction of property, 
mass displacement, and forcing 
residents to flee ... and more, as 
documented and confirmed by 
reports from the United Nations, 
human rights organisations, and 
the media.

This hellish, systematic violence 
is the result of all the wars our 
country has endured, marked by 
barbarity and the failure to bring 
perpetrators to justice. Impunity 
has never been an exception; 
rather, it is a central reason for the 
recurrence of these crimes. The 
ongoing absence of accountability 
has recreated an environment that 
allows the return of war crimes and 
genocide against the populations 
of cities and villages as soon as the 
regime’s forces retreat, as seen in 
Bara and El Fasher. 

What we witness today is an 
extension of a policy entrenched 

since the first Darfur massacres. 
Therefore, confronting these 
crimes requires immediate and 
firm accountability for all those 
responsible for issuing and exe-
cuting orders.

We also emphasise that the 
failure to secure unarmed civilians, 
and the withdrawal of the army 
from the steadfast city of El Fasher 
for months in the face of the Jan-
jaweed militia, is an irresponsible 
act deserving condemnation and 
accountability. The primary and 
most important duty of the army 
is to protect citizens and the home-
land, not to protect itself.

We, in the Sudanese Com-
munist Party, always affirm that 
what is happening is not merely a 
military struggle for power; rather, 
it represents a complex scene of 
conflict between the parasitic wings 
of capitalism within the country 
over power and resources. These 
forces have amassed their wealth 
and privileges through corruption 
and the exploitation of power to 
loot resources, using armed conflict 
and terrorism to reinforce their 
dominance.

The war is, at the same time, 
a regional/international/imperi-
alist scheme aimed at weakening 
the Sudanese state and creating 
conditions for disintegration and 
division to deplete the capabili-
ties of the people, the wealth of 
the country, and violate national 
sovereignty. This political and eco-
nomic dimension (local, regional, 
and international) of the conflict 
places a double responsibility on 

the international community to 
intervene immediately to stop this 
war and these massacres. 

We in the Sudanese Commu-
nist Party call on the peoples of the 
world, and their democratic organ-
isations, foremost among them the 
communist and labor parties, as 
well as human rights organisations 
and the conscience of the entire 
world, for international solidarity 
with the Sudanese people who are 
suffering alone and steadfastly in 
the face of a brutal war entering 
its third year without a horizon for 
resolution or end.

We call for popular movements 
around the world in the streets, 
through writing in newspapers, 
on social media, or other means 
for the immediate cessation of the 
war in Sudan and solidarity with 
our people.

We also call for transform-
ing “soft statements” and formal 
appeals into practical steps to 
protect civilians, open humanitar-
ian corridors for the population, 
deliver aid, and conduct neutral 
and independent investigations 
into all war crimes in our country. 
The criticisms and condemnations 
issued by international and human 
rights institutions must be followed 
by concrete actions: imposing 
political, economic, and diplomatic 
sanctions on the perpetrators of 
violations, banning the export of 
weapons and logistical support to 
the criminals, and referring the 
crimes to independent international 
and local judicial mechanisms.

We also demand:

1.	 An immediate ceasefire, the 
declaration of a humanitarian 
truce, and a complete opening 
of humanitarian corridors to 
El Fasher and other areas of 
Darfur, Bara, and all of North 
and South Kordofan, ensuring 
the protection of aid convoys.

2.	 A quick, independent, and trans-
parent international investiga-
tion into war crimes, and holding 
accountable all who committed, 
ordered, or contributed to these 
crimes.

3.	 Urgent action from the peoples 
of the world, its democratic 
forces, and human rights organ-
isations to pressure states and 
international bodies to halt any 
support or political or military 
complicity with the parties 
responsible for the violations.
At the same time, we call on 

the vanguard of our people, the 
forces of mass mobilisation, and 
democratic forces to unite their 

ranks, escalate peaceful mass 
struggle, and develop political 
initiatives aimed at stopping the 
war, seizing power from the de 
facto governments in Port Sudan 
and Nyala, and returning to the 
path of the revolution to build a 
civil democratic state that safe-
guards human rights and achieves 
social justice.
•  We will not allow the 

testimonies of the victims to 
be buried in statements that 
merely express sympathy 
without follow-up. Blood cries 
out for justice, demanding real 
protection and accountability.

•  Stop the killing. Open the 
corridors for aid. Bring the 
perpetrators to justice.

•  Justice for the victims — and 
freedom and peace for the 
people of Sudan.

Political Bureau
Sudanese Communist Party

The Security Council has condemned 
what it described as atrocities commit-
ted by the terrorist group in El-Fasher, 
the last stronghold of the Sudanese 
army in Darfur.

The city of Al Fasher, in Sudan’s North 
Darfur state, has been the scene of increas-
ing atrocities after its conquest by the Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) terrorist group on 26 
October, the UN Fact-Finding Mission in 
Sudan reported.

In an emergency session, Council 
members denounced the FAR assault and 
its “devastating impact on the civilian 
population,” citing  summary executions, 
arbitrary detentions, and ethnically moti-
vated violence.

The statement recalled a previous reso-
lution demanding that the FAR lift the siege 
and warned of a “greater risk of large-scale 
atrocities.”

The fall of Al-Fasher marks a significant 
escalation in Sudan’s civil war and has trig-
gered a wave of displacement across the west 
of the country.

In response to the atrocities in the 
Sudanese city, humanitarian organisations 
operating in the town of Tawila, about 70 
kilometres from Al-Fasher, described an 
alarming humanitarian situation, with thou-
sands fleeing the violence.

Volunteer networks in the area called 
on the UN to act quickly and help displaced 
families, warning that the region faces a 
“grave humanitarian situation” due to the 
massive influx of civilians.

In an emergency session, Council 
members, humanitarian organisations, 
and local medical sources report that more 
than 177,000 civilians remain trapped amid 
widespread killings, abuses, and the collapse 
of basic services.

They also reported that around 2,000 
civilians died just hours after the FAR entered 
the city. Apparently, the victims were burned 
alive, and it is feared that many of the 177,000 
civilians still remaining in Al Fasher have 
suffered similar atrocities.

They claimed that FAR fighters commit-
ted a massacre at the Saudi hospital of Al 
Fasher, where they executed more than 450 
patients and wounded, along with approx-
imately 1,200 elderly, sick and wounded 
nearby.

WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANISATION 

CONDEMNS ATROCITIES
The World Health Organisation (WHO) 

condemned the killing of at least 460 civil-
ians, as well as the kidnapping of six health 
workers from the Saudi Arabian Maternity 

Hospital, as a serious violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law.

According to the WHO, the recent 
escalation of violence highlights the urgent 
need for international monitoring and 
intervention.

Human rights and humanitarian aid 
organisations have joined calls for the UN 
Security Council to investigate alleged war 
crimes and guarantee humanitarian access 
to the affected regions.

So far, the UN Security Council has not 
announced any formal investigation into 
the atrocities committed in Al Fasher, but 
has condemned the attack by the FAR ter-
rorist group.
Telesur  

Sudan urges UN Security Council  
to investigate ‘genocide’
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