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In 2025 a significant shift in international 
relations included the growing movement 
amongst the global south away from the US 
and former colonisers. A number of for-
mer African colonies have kicked French 
forces out of their territories.

President Donald Trump’s second term in 
office has been marked by bombast and threats 
from the global US bully and aggression, with no 
country spared  tariffs which were used to try and 
blackmail countries into submission. This has con-
tributed to the huge realignment of international 
relations and trend towards a multipolar world.

China is playing a critical role in providing 
an alternative path based on shared interests 
and relations based on mutual benefit. China’s 
loans and investments do not carry the punitive 
conditions that funding from the International 
Monetary Bank and World Bank entails.

More than 150 countries and 30 international 
organisations have signed cooperation agreements 
or memoranda of understanding with China under 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) framework, 
including some EU countries.

The expanded group of BRICS countries 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) 
account for 43% of the planet’s population. China 
is the world’s number one economy in terms of 
GDP, India is in third place.

Israel, with heavy funding from the US, con-
tinued its genocide against the Palestinian people. 
This saw the South African government bring 
charges of genocide and crimes against humanity 
against the Israeli prime minister and a number 
of Israeli ministers in the International Court of 
Justice in The Hague.

The Australian government has continued to 
licence the export of weapons or critical weapons 
parts to Israel, in some instances via a third party 
to hide their destination.

GDP per capita in Gaza fell to US$161 – among 
the world’s lowest – alongside surging inflation 
of 238% and unemployment hitting 80%.

With the UN powerless in the face of the US 
veto power, Israel has ignored all UN resolutions 
aimed at ending crimes. At the time of writing, 
the US was banging the war drums in prepara-
tion for a possible invasion of Venezuela and an 
attempt to assassinate President Maduro in gross 
violation of international law.

CRISIS
Our planet and humanity are on the brink, 

driven by US imperialism and its lackeys including 
Australia. The clock is ticking on two existential 
threats to humanity and the planet: climate change 
and the threat of nuclear war. At the same time 
the militarisation of Western economies is being 
funded by cuts to social spending and increasing 
poverty and desperation.

The attacks being carried out by the Albanese 
government and the corporate media against the 
Construction division of the CFMEU demonstrate 
that the Albanese government has in its sights the 
stronger and more militant sections of the Aus-
tralian labour movement. Its aim is to expel trade 

unions from militant, class conscious workplaces 
and give employers a free hand to smash wages 
and working conditions.

Forcing the CFMEU into administration is 
part of the wider employer offensive against the 
working class, in which democratic rights are 
under attack.

Throughout 2025 the gap continued to widen 
between the wealthy and the rest of the popula-
tion with the majority of families being hit with 
income insecurity and recession.

Capitalist economies have proved incapable 
of providing the basic human rights of housing, 
health care, quality education, and food security 
for all. Worse, they have rolled back past social 
gains and handed out large tax cuts to corpora-
tions and the rich.

Inflation and high interest rates have hit 
household budgets hard. Housing prices contin-
ued to rise, driven by private, for-profit investors 
that bought up 30% of available stock. Instead of 
building public housing, the Albanese government 
is subsidising first home buyers to the tune of 
billions of dollars.

The number of homeless has continued to 
rise with 43,000 children homeless on any one 
night, 30% of them Indigenous. In addition 
400,000 women were homeless or on the brink 
of homelessness with women in their 50s the 
fastest growing group.

The Foodbank Hunger Report 2025 paints a 
stark picture of widening food insecurity: almost 
50% of renters have experienced food insecurity in 
2025. It’s not just the unemployed and homeless.

FIGHT BACK
But this past year has seen an increase in 

trade union struggles including by education, 
health, transport, maritime, electrical, mine, and 
gig workers. Some have had significant victories 
but remained hampered by the virtual outlawing 
of industrial action.

At the same time, to Labor’s shame the theft 
of the Construction and General Division of the 
CFMEU entered its second year. Administration 
has had a negative impact on the ability of the 
union’s members to take industrial action and 
emboldened the employers. Many of the most 
experienced organisers have been sacked by the 
administrator.

The thousands of people who have maintained 
weekly pro-Palestinian actions since 8 October 
2023 are to be congratulated on their commit-
ment, despite the repressive measures of state 
governments and being dishonestly branded as 
antisemitic.

MILITARISATION
The Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute (SIPRI) reports that global military 
spending rose by 9.4% in the past year to a whop-
ping US$2.7 trillion (AU$4tr).

The US is demanding that Australia increase 
its military spending by $40 billion a year “as 
soon as possible.” That would bring the total to 
$99 billion per annum – an increase of 68% to 
3.41% of GDP.

Continued on page 2
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2025, the year in You
This last issue of Guardian, the Workers’ Weekly 

for 2025 comes to you on the edge of the ‘silly season,’ 
a time when everyone is thinking end-of-the-year cel-
ebrations and holidays. Media-wise, it’s a time for 
roundups of the year. We have a couple of roundups 
here too: our front page, and on page 4 a message 
from the Communist Party of Australia’s President. 

Media roundups tend to go through a list of the 
year’s big news items: Labor defeated a woeful Trump-
lite opposition that ran on impossible nuclear power, 
racism and making life harder for working women. 
COP30 came and went. Labor okayed the North-West 
Shelf extension and continued to pretend to care 
about climate change. Israel continued its onslaught 
on Palestine. Fighting continued in Ukraine.

What’s missing from this list is you and the people 
you know. 2025 has been a year of grass-roots action. 
Here are some highlights.

Every week of 2025, this newspaper reported on 
union wins.  Unions are demonised (think CFMEU) 
marginalised, or ignored by most of the Australian 
media, but they’re still there, kicking goals for work-
ing people. It’s not just union officials (or “union 
bosses” as other media outlets routinely call elected 
and responsible officials). It’s also union members, 
working people taking action. If you’re working and 
you’re not in a union, join it! If you’re a member, 
get active! Read the union news, take part in union 
elections, get into it! Unions are where a lot of class 
action starts.

Thousands of individual Australians helped keep 
the pressure up on Labor about its support for Israel. 
Thousands supported their unions, lobbied politi-
cians about action on climate change and turned up 
in support of Indigenous rights. 

So here’s to you and the people you know. 
Of course, it’s not just you on your own. Grass 

roots action is a lot more than an individual taking 
action. It needs organisation and education. Every 
week Communist Party of Australia members get 
together with other comrades to learn theory and 
plan the actions they’re going to take. This paper is 
part of that process, helping people stay informed 
about what’s happening here and internationally. 

Most weeks of this year, Communist Party of Aus-
tralia members went to pro-Palestine demonstrations. 
CPA members march, provide marshals and of course 
sell Guardian the Workers’ Weekly. We took part in 
other demonstrations too – in support of Venezuela, 
to take action on Invasion Day, against Aboriginal 
deaths in custody, and against AUKUS. In this issue 
you’ll see comrades demonstrating against the dis-
graceful attempt by Poland to ban its communist 
party.  CPA members also took part in support for 
socialist Cuba, celebrated the Sri Lankan communist 
party, the JVP’s 60th anniversary, and kept up active 
relations with China, Vietnam, Laos, and the DPRK.

In 2026, the Communist Party of Australia will 
hold its 15th Congress in Naarm (Melbourne). This 
happens once every four years and decides the par-
ty’s political direction and actions for the four years 
ahead. It also elects the comrades who will lead the 
party until the next Congress. It’s a vigorously dem-
ocratic process – comrades around the country have 
been working on the draft Political Resolution all 
year. The Congress needs support. We urge you to 
donate to the Congress appeal. 

We wish all our readers a good December and 
a happy New Year, however you celebrate. Guard-
ian, the Workers Weekly will be back on Monday 
19 January 2026. In the meantime, stay in touch by 
keeping an eye on the Party’s social media, and write 
to editor@cpa.org.au if you’ve got something to say. 
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PRESS FUND
The cost of living crisis continues, with no end in sight. The Guardian – Workers’ Weekly is also hit 
with and continues to experience hefty price rises – printing, postage, electricity, insurance, and 
rates have all risen considerably. We have no corporate sponsors or ads, and the ads we run are in 
solidarity with progressive organisations. We have attempted to keep the price of the Guardian as 
low as possible. We depend on you – your contributions to the Press Fund and your subscriptions. 
Please keep the contributions flowing in over the summer break as we will still have wages to pay 
and other ongoing expenses. All contributions appreciated. Wishing you well over the festive season 
and a happy and healthy New Year. Many thanks to the following for their generous contributions:
P Limb in honour of Hannah $100, $375 donations for Hannah, E Seymour $100, Digireb $125,  
P Farmer $1,025, N Underwood $30, Mark Mannion $65, J Hall $100, M Whittle $25, L Varley $50, 
T Bertuilet $100, D White $25, C Parkes $100, K McQueen $100, N Underdown $30,  
G Bambridge $25, J Keile $50, G Drew $1,000, D Bastin $100, J Adey $20.

Total: $3,170.00
Cumulative total: $5,975

From 27 February to 1 March 2026, elected del-
egates representing Communist Party organ-
isations from all over Australia will gather in 
Melbourne for the 15th National Congress of 
the Party. There will be an opening on the Fri-
day night, 27 February, to which all Guardian 
readers, their families and friends are invited. 
(Details will be provided in a future issue of 
the Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will discuss the work of 
the Party and amend and adopt a Political Resolution. 

Branches have completed amendments and the 
Central Committee is in the process of considering 
them and finalising the draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Central Committee to 
lead the work of the Party until the next National 
Congress. As the highest body of the Party, it can also 
amend the Party’s Program and Constitution and 
adopt other resolutions as its delegates determine.

The CPA has launched a Special Appeal to help 
defray the costs associated with holding a National 
Congress. These are considerable with delegates 
coming from as far away as Perth, the printing of 
documents, etc.

We are appealing to Party members, organisations, 
and all friends and supporters of the Party, including 
Guardian readers, to help us reach our $10,000 target 
as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the form on page 4 or 
write your details on a separate piece of paper to send 
with your contribution. Payment by credit card can 
also be phoned in on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct 
credit details also on page 4.

We are half way to our target which is great news. 
Every contribution is greatly appreciated. Sincere  
thanks to everyone who has contributed:
A Carruthers $200, Anon $100, A Mar $100,  
Jamie Evans $500, Burt & Marg Blackburne $500, 
Motion Traffic Engine $120, P Farmer $2,080,  
D White $100, A Marbani $850, D Lock $20,  
L Stulcbauer $100, P Rosa $50, Natasha $100,  
M Darvas $50, S Myles $35, S Ranjith $5,  
T Clarke $50.
Total: $4,960.

Congress Appeal

2026: Rights!  
Peace! Justice!

Continued from page 1
Australia is being turned into a 

launching pad for US war against 
China. To enable this the Labor 
government has handed over Aus-
tralia’s sovereignty and independ-
ence to the US.

The government is already 
making cuts to NDIS, Medicare, 
education, aged care, and other 
social spending to fund AUKUS 
nuclear submarines, missiles, and 
expansion of US military facilities.

A total of 73 countries have rati-
fied the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), which 
aims to ban all nuclear weapons. 
Labor, despite a previous commit-
ment, has not. China is the only 
nuclear power that has an uncondi-
tional, no-first-use policy. The US, 
NATO, and Israel are prepared to 
make a first strike.

In Australia and other Western 
states, there has been growing dis-
affection with the major political 
parties that have delivered lower 
living standards and loss of public 
services. Numerous, formerly social 
democrat governments, including 
the ALP have swung so far to the 
right that they can hardly carry that 
label any longer.

This has resulted in growing 
apathy on the part of some voters, 
and others, seeking an alternative, 
have turned to the extreme right, 
even fascist forces, who tell them 
what they want to hear. The Greens, 
who are mostly left-wing social 

democrats, have been blacked out 
by the corporate mass media. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
Extreme weather events and 

ongoing heating of the earth and 
warming of oceans continued 
throughout 2025, continually 
breaking records and leaving a 
path of devastation in their wake, 
with the loss of thousands of lives 
and billions of dollars of infra-
structure and homes. COP30 was 
hijacked by the fossil fuel lobby, 
petrostates, and big tech. It took 
a backward step, failing to reiter-
ate a 2023 decision to phase out 
fossil fuels.

The world is on track for 2.6°C 
heating and countries including 
Australia continue to expand fossil 
fuel production. (See Guardian 
#2173)

The US Agency for International 
Development terminated more than 
5,300 USAID grants and contracts 
worth US$27 billion, including 
climate and ecosystems research.

MAKE 2026  
YEAR OF STRUGGLE

As we look towards the strug-
gles and demands for 2026, high 
among the priorities are peace, 
climate change, Palestinian inde-
pendence, overturning the austerity 
program the Albanese government 
has planned, and raising living 
standards.

Towards these aims, specific 
demands include:
•  Nationalisation of utilities
•  Nationalisation of health care 

and inclusion of dental in 
Medicare

•  Nationalisation of aged care, 
the NDIS, and early childhood 
education and care

•  Trade union rights, in 
particular, the right to strike

•  Handing back the CFMEU to 
its members and sacking the 
administrator

•  Rent controls
•  Massive program of public 

housing
•  No new or expansion of fuel 

fossil projects
•  Rapid phasing out of fossil fuel 

use and production
•  Accelerated production of 

renewables and storage
•  Cancellation of AUKUS and the 

US alliance
•  Slashing the military budget
•  Closure of all US bases and 

facilities
•  Independent foreign policy
•  Tax reforms – end fossil fuel 

subsidies, capital gains tax 
concessions, negative gearing.

Let’s build the greatest unity 
possible around these demands.

Make 2026 a fight for rights, 
peace and justice!  

mailto:editor@cpa.org.au
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Graham Holton

The Greens have agreed to back 
the Labor government’s legislation 
rewriting the Environment Protec-
tion and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act and ending a five-year struggle to 
supposedly fix a broken system. The 
reforms will establish an independ-
ent National Environment Protection 
Agency (EPA) to strengthen compli-
ance and enforcement, impose higher 
penalties for major breaches of the 
law, and remove exemptions from the 
legislation for “high-risk land clear-
ing and regional forest agreements.” 
Under this agreement Labor’s plan to 
fast track approvals for coal and gas 
projects would be dropped. 

The Coalition voted against what Sussan 
Ley called a “dirty deal” she claimed would 
drive up energy prices. One Liberal Senator 
crossed the floor to vote for it. Independent 
Senator, David Pocock, said that while the 
deal fell short in certain areas, he supported 
the bill. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese 
called the deal “a good day for business in 
this country by providing more certainty, 
reducing delays and making sure that we get 
better outcomes and improved productivity.”

So is the resulting law a good one? 
Under the new law, the federal Environ-

ment Minister retains considerable power, 
including to allow projects to proceed if in 
the “national interest” despite threats of 
environmental harm. This allows environ-
mental decisions to be subject to political 
or economic pressure. Greenpeace Aus-
tralia Pacific argues the reforms “fall well 
short of what is needed,” calling for the 
bill to close major gaps around excessive 
ministerial discretion, deforestation, and 
climate impact. Legal advocates stress that 
without the community having the ability to 
challenge ministerial decisions, the reforms 
will leave important decisions to regulators 
and ministers with limited public oversight.

Many scientists and environmental 
groups argue that the new EPA laws fall short 
of what is needed to meaningfully protect 
biodiversity and address climate change risk. 
The new ‘national environmental standards’ 
have not been finalised, meaning that the 
regulatory framework remains uncertain, 
thereby undermining safeguards until the 
standards are enforced. 

The reform retains a role for “offsets” 
to allow environmental damage to be com-
pensated by restoring or protecting habitat 
elsewhere, rather than requiring genuine 
avoidance of damage. These ‘restoration 
contributions’ allow default paths, rather 
than damage avoidance or minimisation. 
Offsets may not restore the original biome’s 
complexity or biodiversity, and this is prob-
lematic for species or ecosystems that are 
irreplaceable. 

There’s a fundamental problem with 
offsets – they allow corporations to just 
price in the cost of damage. We wouldn’t 
allow someone to burgle a house if they 
stopped a burglary somewhere else. Off-
sets seem to allow something like this with 
environmental harm. 

The reform explicitly omits a ‘climate 
trigger,’ even though climate change is a 
major driver of biodiversity loss. The new 
law does not require decision-makers to 
assess how projects’ greenhouse-gas emis-
sions, or climate impacts, affect species, 
ecosystems or long-term environmental 
risk. Only limited and optional disclosure 
of direct emissions is required. Downstream 
emissions from burning exported fossil 
fuels are not addressed. For many envi-
ronmentalists, this is a major oversight, 
considering the threats from climate change, 
such as bushfires, drought, habitat shifts, 
and extreme weather, have on Australia’s 
unique ecosystems. 

Critics argue that the EPA’s new powers 
are mostly limited to compliance and 
enforcement, and that the agency lacks the 
independent authority to approve or refuse 
projects. The law does not guarantee that 
communities or independent environmental 
groups can challenge EPA or ministerial 
decisions. The ‘restoration contributions 
fund,’ which is meant to allow offset pay-
ments, is potentially ineffective if suitable 
replacement habitat does not exist. This 
raises fears that environmental damage 
could be ‘paid off’ rather than undone. 

The result is that the law is more 
symbolic than practical, being unable to 
safeguard species, habitats and ecological 
integrity. Irreplaceable habitats may be lost, 
and climate-dangerous projects can proceed 
even if they pose risks to biodiversity and 
ecosystem resilience. This new law fails to 
ensure Australia’s long term environmental 
security.  

Problems with Labor’s  
new nature laws

Beech Forest, Victoria. Photo: Robyn Mather – pexels.com (CC0)
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Westpac – one of the big four banks - 
wants Australians to believe they are 
serious about gender equality. They 
talk about “gender strategies” and 
mentoring pathways. Behind the cor-
porate jargon lies a hard truth: West-
pac has the worst gender pay gap of 
the big four banks, and it is costing 
women a staggering $933,498,000 
every single year.

Nearly one billion dollars. That’s the 
price women at Westpac collectively pay 
for doing the same work as their male coun-
terparts in the very same bank. Instead of 
closing the gap, Westpac has allowed it to 
fester and grow. Even the other big banks, 
hardly champions of gender equality, have 
not gone backwards the way Westpac has.

Overall, the gender pay gap has improved. 
Women now get 70 cents for every dollar that 
men get (the difference is much greater for 
executives). The finance sector has improved 
too.  As a whole the finance sector improved 
its median total remuneration gender pay 
gap by 4.6%, according to the latest data 
from the Workplace Gender Equality Agency 
Australia (WGEA). Westpac’s gap went in 
the opposite direction, climbing to a massive 

29.3%. Workers have repeatedly raised their 
concerns about this at Westpac’s annual 
general meetings. Nothing has changed.

Instead, Westpac announced a major 
restructure across its senior ranks earlier 
this year – covering key areas including Con-
sumer, Business and Wealth, Digital, Mort-
gages, and its new Transformation function. 
Every substantive leadership appointment in 
the restructure went to a man, in a workforce 
that is 54% women.

Westpac insists the problem is “struc-
tural,” with too many women in low-paid 
roles and too many men in top jobs. But 
structure is a choice. 

In fact, when questioned about West-
pac’s alarming gender pay gap at the recent 
House economics committee review, Westpac 
CEO Anthony Miller suggested reducing the 
number of women in bank branches would 
solve the problem. 

Is it any wonder that Westpac’s gender 
pay gap continues to widen, if this is the 
attitude of its leader? Critically, Westpac 
has repeatedly refused to make the changes 
needed that would genuinely support women 
to participate and progress in the workplace.

We saw this with Karlene Chandler, a 
Westpac worker who requested a flexible 
work arrangement for work which she had 

been successfully doing for years. Without 
good reason, Westpac refused. The Finance 
Sector Union (FSU) took the case to the Fair 
Work Commission, and won, just to secure a 
work arrangement that was both reasonable 
and had been working.

During the last round of enterprise bar-
gaining, Westpac rejected the introduction 
of reproductive health leave. It also knocked 
back gender-neutral paid parental leave. 
These are the very conditions that allow 
women – who still carry the bulk of caring 
responsibilities – to stay in their jobs, manage 
their health and care for their families.

When the FSU proposed a simple, prac-
tical step that would immediately expand 
opportunities for women – quarantining as 
little as one per cent of the best-paid, senior 
roles to be done part-time, Westpac refused. 
They wouldn’t even consider how simple 
job design could open better-paid roles to 
workers who cannot work full-time.

Senior roles at Westpac are still designed 
for someone who can devote their entire life 
to that role. That is not most workers, and 
it is certainly not most women.

Westpac’s own WGEA report shows 
that women make up the majority only in 
the lowest-paid parts of the bank. At every 
level above that, their representation drops 

dramatically. So when Westpac continues to 
concentrate the most influential and best-
paid roles in the hands of men, it is not an 
accident. It is the predictable result of policies 
and decisions that never change.

Workers have been speaking up for years. 
They have asked for clear targets, transparent 
reporting, better job design, and leadership 
that reflects the workforce. Instead, they have 
been met with PR lines about “focus” and 
“strategy” while the numbers keep moving 
in the wrong direction.

The FSU says, “Let’s be clear: a gender 
pay gap of almost one billion dollars is not 
a communications problem. It is a leader-
ship problem.

“Anthony Miller needs to step up and 
design a job structure at Westpac that gen-
uinely supports and encourages women 
into senior roles, not hold them back. This 
is ultimately what will begin to close West-
pac’s enormous gender pay gap. 

“The rest of the finance sector is proving 
progress is possible. Westpac is proving what 
happens when a major institution refuses to 
take responsibility, refuses to modernise and 
refuses to listen to their own workforce.”  

Anti-women Westpac
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Vinnie Molina

2025 is leaving us with an enormous toll the 
peoples of the world are feeling as a result of 
genocide and the Zionist attacks on several 
countries in the Middle East. Also, environ-
mental disasters like bushfires and the most 
recent hurricanes that devastated countries 
in the Caribbean among them Jamaica, Haiti, 
Cuba, and closer to home, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, and Sri Lanka.

This year also saw workers mobilising for workers’ 
rights, for the return of the CFMEU to its members, 
solidarity with Palestine and most recently Venezuela. 
At time of writing, the threat of a US military invasion 
on the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela remains high. 
Our party and activists have expressed solidarity and 
strong condemnation of the US as part of the Hands-
Off Venezuela campaign.

We also condemn the Polish government’s new 
laws trying to ban the communist Party of Poland 
and anything “communist”; it is fascist legislation.

On 28th October, Cuba received, again, a majority 
support of 165 countries at the UN General Assembly. 
This is the 33rd consecutive time the world has sup-
ported socialist Cuba and condemned the criminal 
US blockade. 

This year Cuba alerted the international commu-
nity that the Trump administration was threatening 
and lobbying a number of countries to vote against 
or abstain from the Cuban resolution. A number of 
traditional supporters abstained this time while others 
like Ukraine, Argentina, Paraguay, North Macedonia, 
and Hungary joined the United States and Israel in 
favour of the 60+ year old policy. 

The CPA stands firmly with the Cuban people in 
their right to self determination and we will continue 
the solidarity work until the US comes to its senses 
and the blockade is lifted. 

A key campaign for party members for the last 
two years has been the end of the Zionist occupation 
in Palestine. The CPA demands that our government 
backs up its decision to recognise an independent 
Palestinian state with action. We reaffirm our com-
mitment to the people of Palestine and their right 
to decide their own future. On Sunday 7 December 
the CPA spoke out once again demanding the end of 
genocide and its support by the Albanese government.

Our party will hold its 15th National Congress in 
Melbourne at the end of February 2026. The long 
process of party-wide discussion across branches 
has seen party organisations electing their Congress 
delegates who will take the role of Party leadership to 
decide the way forward for the period ahead. 

It is an exciting period for all party members, in 
particular those who joined since the 14th Congress in 
2022. For all of us this is a rich period to learn more 
about our own organisation that celebrated 105 years 
of struggle on 30th October 2025 and help shape it 
going forward. 

Close to 100 people joined the online celebration 
that our comrades in Canberra organised making 
us very proud. Keynote speaker, Peter Limb, made 

a great contribution. We also heard from comrades 
across the country. It was particularly important to 
us to share this celebration with diplomatic repre-
sentatives from the People’s Republic of China, Cuba, 
Venezuela, and written messages from Lao, DPRK, 
and other solidarity organisations. A recording of the 
event is available from the CPA YouTube Channel. 

This was also just days before the 50th anniver-
sary of the Dismissal of the Whitlam government. 
There are many lessons to learn from those events; 
among them the struggle to become a republic, for an 
independent foreign policy, and an end to US bases 
on Australian soil. Pine Gap as we know played a role 
in the dismissal and also plays a key role for the US 
war machine and undermining Australian sovereignty 
to this day.

The struggle in 2026 will not be any easier. In fact, 
the fight for peace and the environment will demand 
more effort from party members and the community. 

We will continue to campaign against senseless 
AUKUS and other agreements that commit Australia 
to more US wars in the Pacific and elsewhere. 

We will build on the successes of 2025. Our party 
will continue to grow with new branches and comrades 
who will take up the mantle of action and struggle for 
social change. 

Whatever we do in 2026, the struggle must con-
tinue for a better world. 

I wish all our party members, friends and sup-
porters as well as our loyal Guardian readers the very 
best in the new year 2026. A year we hope will be of 
justice for all.  

The Community and Public Sector Union calls reports of poten-
tial significant cuts to Australian Public Service agency budgets 
“extremely concerning.” The Albanese government was re-elect-
ed with a promise of continuing the work of investing in the re-
building of public services, not cuts.
While the government has made some progress repairing the 
damage done to public sector capacity following years of out-
sourcing, privatisation, and cuts, there is significantly more to do.
The job of addressing the use of contractors and consultants to 
do core public sector work is far from complete.
The union warns that arbitrary budget cuts across the public ser-
vice hurt public services and inevitably result in job losses. “The 
impact of this is always felt by the thousands of Australians who 
rely on public services every day and that the government’s stat-
ed support for the public service must be matched by what it ac-
tually delivers.”

Over at the national broadcaster, staff at the ABC voted to re-
ject management’s insulting enterprise agreement offer, which 
sought to undermine previous wins, threaten to stall careers and 
worsen job insecurity. Members of the Media, Entertainment & 
Arts Alliance (MEAA) at the ABC are not only fighting for fair pay 
and conditions but for the future of the national broadcaster.
MEAA Chief Executive Erin Madeley said staff would not stand 
by and accept the ongoing mismanagement of the ABC. “Aus-
tralians deserve for our ABC to be run in the interest of the pub-
lic, not in the interests of a select few. For that to happen, jour-
nalists and content makers need secure jobs and sustainable 
careers, in both regional and metro areas.
“Management’s backwards offer attempted to cut job security 
and access to career progression.
“We applaud the brave and principled MEAA members at the 
ABC, who will not back down in their fight for workers’ rights, 
journalism and a sustainable national broadcaster.”
The ABC MEAA House Committee said: “Instead of respecting 
the needs of staff who are dedicated to serving their audiences, 
ABC management tried to bypass their union representatives 
at the bargaining table and force through cuts to conditions and 
pay that won’t keep up with inflation.
“Over the past two years, ABC management has wasted mil-
lions of dollars on a failed defence of its illegal termination of an 
employee due to her political opinions, and it continues to act in 
contravention of the Fair Work Act in relation to its abuse of roll-
ing, short-term fixed contracts.
“It’s time for management to get its priorities right and commit 
to proper good faith bargaining with its staff in the interest of the 
Australian public.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is Westpac bank. The Finance Sec-
tor Union (FSU) has condemned Westpac for “jumping the gun” 
on 134 job cuts across 99 branches, less than two months from 
Christmas, calling it heartless and disrespectful to frontline work-
ers.
The job losses affect tellers and personal bankers in every state 
and are part of Westpac’s earlier announcement to cut 200 retail 
job cuts as the bank continues to migrate retail functions to on-
line.
The union says that only last month Westpac agreed to establish 
a $5 million capability fund to support existing retail staff to up-
skill for the future.
FSU National President Wendy Streets said:
“Westpac is jumping the gun and cutting jobs less than two 
months from Christmas, when it should be developing its $5 mil-
lion capability fund to support workers and provide better oppor-
tunities to those who are displaced.
“Westpac has a choice: it can pause these cuts and treat its 
people with fairness and decency and work with us to find solu-
tions, or it can prove that it’s choosing the path of chaos and put-
ting profits over people.
“Westpac has made a big show of promising to invest in its peo-
ple by setting up a fund, yet now they’re cutting the very workers 
this fund was supposed to support.”
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Peter Farmer

What do you think would be 
the reaction if a family fun 
day was held to celebrate the 
7 October Al Aqsa Breakout? 
We’re not talking about the 
pro-Palestine demonstra-
tions which have supported 
the survival and resistance 
of the Palestinian people, but 
a direct celebration of the 
“heroic operation” and the 
cunning, precision and inge-
nuity of the Breakout. A ‘fun 
for all ages’ day featuring Nerf 
guns, BMX rides, and martial 
arts training?

We’ll never know, but almost 
certainly the nation’s pro-Israel 
media would have a fit. Politicians 
would call for new and oppressive 
laws to stop this sort of thing ever 
happening again. There would be 
calls for deportation. The ‘anti-sem-
itism envoy’ would shout herself 
hoarse condemning it, as would 
many others. 

If the event organisers defended 
themselves saying that it was past 
time that Palestinian people had to 
apologise for existing and defend-
ing themselves, do you think that 
would stave off criticism?

Again, we will never know, 
but a similar event to the scenario 

outlined here is about to happen 
in Melbourne. A group called ‘the 
Lions of Zion’ plans to have a “fun 
for all ages” day to celebrate the 
Israeli pager attacks in Lebanon in 
2024. Those attacks killed dozens 
of people and injured thousands 
more. More than 3,400 people were 
wounded, and 39 died. Fliers for the 
event talk about the “precision and 
ingenuity” of the Israeli intelligence 
agency Mossad, but the dead and 
wounded included children and 
civilians who were not Hezbollah 
members.

That’s right, they’re celebrating 
a war crime in Melbourne, with a 
family fun day. The pager attack 

was described as a war crime by 
Volker Turk, the United Nations 
human rights chief, who spelled it 
out, saying that its a war crime “to 
commit violence intended to spread 
terror among civilians.”

Isaac Balbin, one of the Lions 
of Zion co-founders told SBS news 
that it was “past time that Jewish 
people had to apologise for existing 
and defending themselves.” There 
are plenty of celebrations of Jewish 
existence. What Balbin’s organisa-
tion is celebrating is murder and 
terrorism. 

It’s a revolting idea to celebrate 
such an attack. Sarah Schwartz of 
the Jewish Council of Australia told 

SBS that it was concerning that 
Lions of Zion was “trying to indoc-
trinate children” and to engage 
children in “militarised discourse 
and celebration of horrific attacks 
in Lebanon.”

Naturally Lebanese Australi-
ans are appalled, and wondering 
where the government’s supposed 
concern for ‘social cohesion’ was. 
Secretary of the Lebanese Muslim 
Association Gamel Kheir called the 
celebration “an affront to Lebanese 
Australians, and told SBS “What 
they’re celebrating was the massacre 
of innocent people.”  

Disgraceful celebration

The Health Services Union 
SA/NT (HSU), representing 
Allied Health Profession-
als and Medical Scientists, 
has been negotiating a new 
Enterprise Agreement with 
the Northern Territory’s 
Finocchiaro government for 
more than nine months. After 
voting down their first offer, 
the NT government referred 
the matter to the Fair Work 
Commission.

The NT government is now 

putting the Enterprise Agreement 
back out to vote with only an addi-
tional 1% in wages and an offer that 
remains less than what police have 
received.

Allied Health covers a wide 
range of professions, including 
physiotherapists, radiographers, 
social workers, speech pathologists, 
occupational therapists, dietitians, 
psychologists, pathology scientists, 
and sonographers.

The HSU will be encouraging 
members to vote NO on this offer 

and make the Finocchiaro govern-
ment take the needs of workers 
seriously. If this offer is accepted, 
it would lead to a worsening of the 
NT’s health services, which will not 
be able to keep up with demand as 
workers leave for better-paying jobs 
interstate. The Territory will remain 
the lowest-paying public sector for 
many health professionals.

Allied Health will be walking off 
the job across every major hospital 
in the Territory on  3 December 
2025. Skeleton staffing will remain 

to ensure that essential services 
can continue. 

HSU SA/NT Branch Secretary, 
Billy Elrick says that the Finocchi-
aro government is “ignoring the 
risks they’re creating by not paying 
Territory’s health professionals a 
better wage. The health system will 
continue to literally and figuratively 
fall down on their watch.”

“The HSU is prepared to meet 
with Territory government repre-
sentatives urgently to find a deal 
that works for everyone.”

“If the Finocchiaro government 
keeps ignoring Allied Health, they 
will need to increase their industrial 
action to remind the government 
of their value to the system.”

“The HSU is preparing for strike 
action Wednesday 3 December 
2025. Skeleton staffing will remain 
to ensure that essential services 
can continue.”
Health Services Union SA/NT  

South Australia: Health Services Union members  
oppose second vote

Monash University will back-pay thou-
sands of casual academics for almost a 
decade of wage theft after the National 
Tertiary Education Union secured a 
landmark legal win.

Under the historic settlement, Monash 
will back-pay all casual Teaching Associates 
who performed unpaid student consultation 
over the past nine and a half years, in what 
is expected to be an eight-figure remediation 
program which could affect thousands of 
current and former staff.

The university will also pay the NTEU 
$450,000 in contrition and submit to 
monthly reporting requirements on the 
progress and scale of the remediation pro-
gram through an independent oversight 
mechanism. The contrition payment is in 
lieu of any penalties NTEU would seek if 
it had continued its proceeding in the Fed-
eral Court.

NTEU Victorian Secretary Sarah Rob-
erts said the settlement vindicated the 

union’s long campaign against wage theft 
in universities.

“This victory belongs to every casual 
academic who has felt the devastating con-
sequences of wage theft,” she said.

“Monash fought us every step of the 
way – even trying to retrospectively change 
its own enterprise agreement to avoid their 
obligations – but justice has prevailed.

“The scale of this landmark settlement 
reveals the truth about Australian univer-
sities: systemic wage theft underpins their 
business models. This stops now.”

The NTEU first filed Federal Court 
proceedings in September 2022 on behalf 
of casual Teaching Associates directed to 
deliver student consultations without sep-
arate payment.

Monash argued this work was already 
covered by tutorial rates – a position com-
prehensively rejected by Justice Snaden in 
July 2024.

The Court found Monash breached both 

its 2014 and 2019 enterprise agreements and 
contravened the Fair Work Act by failing to 
maintain proper records. 

Two lead applicants, Dr James Kent and 
Michael Ciaravolo, received compensation 
amounts ordered by the Court of $44,007 
and $5,429 respectively, plus interest and 
superannuation. Ciaravolo is set to receive 
additional compensation as part of the more 
beneficial remediation program negotiated 
by NTEU as part of the settlement.

NTEU National President Dr Alison 
Barnes said the case sent a powerful message 
to the entire sector.

“While Monash was arguing in court that 
they didn’t have to pay staff for required work, 
their vice-chancellor was taking home over 
a million dollars a year,” she said.

“This settlement proves what we’ve been 
saying all along – wage theft in universities 
is systematic, deliberate, and indefensible.

“The $450,000 contrition payment will 
strengthen our capacity to root out wage 

theft across the sector. Every dollar will go 
toward building union power and ensuring 
we stamp out the national disgrace of uni-
versity wage theft.”

The settlement follows Monash’s failed 
attempt to retrospectively vary its own 
enterprise agreement through the Fair Work 
Commission – an “extraordinary” move dis-
missed at both first instance and on appeal.

“We’re grateful Monash finally abandoned 
its aggressive tactics and agreed to deliver 
justice for staff. But let’s be clear – this set-
tlement came despite the university’s efforts, 
not because of them. It took Federal Court 
action and years of union campaigning to 
force them to pay what they always owed,” 
Roberts said.

Nationally, underpayments across the 
sector exceed $284 million and universities 
have made provisions for a further $168 
million taking the total beyond $450 million.
National Tertiary Education Union  

Monash University to pay millions after 
union wins landmark wage theft case

Brighten your reading and  
support the Guardian,  

the Workers' Weekly  
with a Guardian cup.  

$25.00 
postage included

02 9699 8844 
or info@cpa.org.au

Closing date for all orders  
of merchandise for  

delivery before Christmas  
need to be received  

by 12 December 2025.



6   8 December 2025� Guardian

A Carruthers

On 1 December members of the Communist 
Party of Australia (CPA) protested outside the 
Polish Embassy in Canberra against the attempt 
to ban the Communist Party of Poland by Pres-
ident Nawrocki.

Polish communists have a proud history. The Commu-
nist Party of Poland  claims an inheritance to the original 
Polish United Worker’s Party (PZPR) which ruled the 
Polish People’s Republic between 1948 and 1989. Socialist 
Poland achieved a great deal. To this day Poland has one 
of the highest home ownership rates in the world. This 
is not due to anything done by successive governments 
since 1989, but because Polish citizens refuse to let their 
government repeal socialist-era housing laws. 

Poverty and injustice is rife in contemporary Poland. 
The Communist Party of Poland advocates policies of 
free universal education and healthcare. It advocates 
nationalisation of major industries, and criticises cap-
italist privatisation and the stranglehold of NATO over 
the countries of Eastern Europe. It’s a progressive party 
that stands by the working people of Poland and their 
quest for a better life.

It also criticises the falsification of history, history 
“written by the victor,” instead of a balanced perspective 
on the achievements of socialist Poland. 

This is crucial. We must resist historical revision. 
Even bourgeois commentators admit that China today is 
achieving things that no other country is able to achieve. 
Why is China able to do this? Because the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) did not liquidate itself. Deng Xiaop-
ing did not bow to the bourgeois liberals who wanted to 
tear China apart in 1989 and bring down the People’s 
Republic. China stuck to the socialist path. 

Now look what China is able to achieve today. Poland 
is not able to achieve this because it has given up on 
socialism. That’s the hard truth of it. 

We stand with the Communist Party of Poland! 
No to the revision of history!
No to anti-Communist red-baiting and lies!
Long live the legacy of great socialist Poland!
Onwards to a socialist future for the peoples of Poland 

and all Eastern Europe!  

July V

The year 2025 will be remem-
bered not as the year global 
capitalism stabilised, but as 
the year its grand, democratic 
facades crumbled revealing a 
desperate, global war against 
leftist movements. Faced with 
mounting crises of inflation, 
crippling inequality, and esca-
lating conflicts, ruling regimes 
decisively dropped the pre-
tence of ‘liberalism’ to hunt 
and silence the very dissent 
that illuminated their deep-
ening fractures.

The most potent form of oppres-
sion in the West was the formal 
criminalisation of ideology, a tactic 
of historical revisionism aimed at 
erasing working-class memory. 
This crackdown was swiftly applied 
through legislation. In the Czech 
Republic, President Petr Pavel 

signed a draconian amendment 
to the Criminal Code on 17 July, 
officially equating the promotion 
of communism with Nazism. This 
measure, which targets “ideologi-
cal crimes” with up to five years in 
prison, was drafted with the specific 
aim of dismantling the Communist 
Party of Bohemia and Moravia 
(KSČM) and youth leagues. 

Following this lead, the fer-
vent anti-communist government 
in Poland, under President Karol 
Nawrocki, took action in November 
to formally ban the Polish Commu-
nist Party (KPP). Despite the KPP 
having meticulously removed revo-
lutionary language from its statutes, 
the administration declared its 
mere existence “unconstitutional,” 
proving the bourgeois state will 
not tolerate even the most legal-
istic opposition to the sanctity of 
private property.

Elsewhere, the repression was 

immediate, personal, and brutal. 
In Ukraine, the persecution of the 
already-banned Communist Party 
of Ukraine, the KPU, turned acutely 
physical. Youth leaders Mikhail 
and Aleksander Kononovich, long 
under house arrest on fabricated 
charges, were intercepted by mil-
itary recruiters in what was widely 
viewed as a direct attempt to neu-
tralise high-profile dissidents by 
forcing them into frontline combat 
– a convenient death sentence dis-
guised as a patriotic duty. 

Meanwhile, in India, the state 
intensified Operation Kagar, a 
massive counter-insurgency offen-
sive in the Abujhmad forests. The 
operation led to a horrifying spike 
in casualties, including the mas-
sacre at Karreguttalu Hill in May, 
where security forces claimed to 
have “neutralised” dozens of CPI 
(Maoist) cadres. While the state sold 
these as victories for “development,” 

they were, in reality, brutal clear-
ances of indigenous land to facilitate 
corporate mining interests.

In the Philippines, the practice 
of “red-tagging” was sustained 
through the National Task Force 
(NTF-ELCAC), falsely branding 
legal activists, trade unionists, and 
teachers as “terrorist sympathisers” 
to facilitate warrantless arrests and 
extrajudicial harassment, crippling 
legal organising. 

A notable instance of extra-legal 
suppression occurred in Azerbaijan 
in November, where police arrested 
activists merely for displaying USSR 
flags. Authorities used vague “dis-
turbing public order” charges to 
punish the public display of Soviet 
symbols, reflecting a deep insecu-
rity in the post-Soviet oligarchy 
regarding any visible reminder of 
a time before their rule.

Finally, the crippling US eco-
nomic blockade against Cuba 

functioned as persistent economic 
warfare. A UN report confirmed 
that between March 2024 and 
February 2025 alone, the blockade 
caused an estimated $7.5 billion in 
damages – roughly $20 million per 
day. This policy, explicitly designed 
to suffocate the socialist state, cre-
ated critical shortages of fuel and 
medical syringes, directly violating 
the human rights of the populace in 
a futile attempt to provoke regime 
change.

These concerted global attacks 
on communist movements in 
2025 must be understood not 
as a demonstration of capitalist 
strength, but as a reaction born of 
desperate weakness – the ruling 
class closing ranks against the rising 
tide of working-class consciousness. 
The challenge remains to stand firm 
and rally on into 2026.  

2025: From ban to blockade

No ban on the Communist Party of Poland!

Graham Holton

On 25 November 2025, state 
school teacher members of the 
Queensland Teachers’ Union 
(QTU) staged a 24-hour state-
wide strike across Queens-
land. This was the second 
strike in 2025 and the first 
time in over thirty years that 
teachers have struck twice in 
one year. 

The strike was driven by a 
breakdown in negotiations over pay 
and working conditions. Premier 

David Crisafulli LNP government’s 
offer of an eight per cent pay rise 
over three years was rejected by the 
QTU as inadequate. Teachers cited 
overwork, staff shortages, excessive 
workloads, and growing concerns 
about occupational violence and 
safety in classrooms. Teachers facing 
violence from students and their 
parents are allegedly not able to 
call for police protection. The union 
argued that these conditions had to 
be addressed for teachers to stay. 

Rallies and major gatherings 
in Brisbane and regional centres 

showed strong union mobilisation. 
Talks are set to head to arbitration 
under the Queensland Industrial 
Relations Commission (QIRC) 
unless both sides come back to the 
table. The QTU has called for an 
interim pay increase of three per 
cent, along with serious reforms 
around workload and safety. The 
union declared teachers “had been 
left with no option” but to strike 
after wage talks with the state gov-
ernment broke down. 

QTU Vice-President Leah 
Olsson said: “We need [the Premier] 

to pick up the phone and start the 
dialogue.” QTU President Cresta 
Richardson emphasised that “pay 
is important, but what’s even more 
important … is conditions that 
support their ability to teach and 
lead schools.” 

Richardson added that “every-
one will see the true resolve and 
determination of our members, 
who’ve had enough of being 
ignored, disrespected and shortch-
anged.” She said that the proposal 
“does not address the key concerns 
of members, including classroom 

violence and severe staff shortages.” 
The union criticised the government 
for repeated lack of progress after 
more than 20 meetings and a period 
of conciliation, calling the govern-
ment’s stance one of “indifference 
and disrespect.”

The union said they are open to 
arbitration if it includes a meaning-
ful interim pay increase of three per 
cent, and a serious commitment on 
unsafe conditions. There is no guar-
antee that arbitration will secure 
the union’s workloads, safety, and 
staffing levels concerns.  

Queensland: teachers strike for safety

Polish citizens refuse to let their 
government repeal socialist-era 

housing laws
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Graham Holton

Ecocide, the deliberate destruction of the nat-
ural environment during conflicts, should be 
an international crime. Advocacy groups, such 
as the Global Youth Statement, have called for 
the recognition of ecocide at the COP30 sum-
mit. Organisations like Stop Ecocide Inter-
national are advocating for the creation of 
laws that criminalise mass environmental 
destruction. 

Advocates emphasise the link between military 
operations and environmental destruction and cli-
mate change. Inger Andersen, the Executive Direc-
tor of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), said that two billion people live in conflict 
areas. “Environmental damage caused by conflicts 
continues to push people into hunger, into disease, 
and into displacement.” 

In Gaza the damage is exceptionally severe, due to 
its high population density, the scale of destruction, 
and the environmental pressures from the sixteen-year 
blockade. The widespread pulverisation of buildings 
has released clouds of cement dust, asbestos, and other 
carcinogens, causing respiratory illnesses. Fires from 
buildings, munitions, and fuel have created plumes 
of toxic gases, including carbon monoxide, dioxins, 
and sulphur oxides. The military operations have left 
a significant carbon footprint. A study estimated the 
first sixty days of the attack generated more green-
house gas emissions than the annual output of twenty 
developing countries.

The destruction of water and sanitation infra-
structure led to the daily release of over 130,000 
cubic metres of raw sewage into the environment, 
contaminating groundwater, the Mediterranean Sea, 
and farmland. This increased the risk of cholera, dys-
entery, and other waterborne diseases. With fresh-
water systems destroyed, Gazans are over-pumping 
the coastal aquifer, causing saltwater seepage from 
the Mediterranean. This could render the aquifer 
undrinkable for future generations. 

Bombing sites released organic pollutants and 
heavy metals, which seeped into the soil and aquifer. 

Vast areas of farmland have been destroyed by bomb-
ing and the accumulation of rubble. This includes 
the destruction of olive groves and other vital crops, 
leading to long-term food insecurity. An estimated 
37 million tonnes of debris cover Gaza, containing 
human remains, hazardous materials, and unexploded 
ordnance, making cleanup extremely dangerous. The 
destruction of Gaza’s infrastructure, agriculture, trees 
and soil have made the population profoundly more 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, heat-
waves, and water scarcity.

In Ukraine the environmental impact of the con-
flict is on a continental scale due to the country’s size, 
its role as an international ‘breadbasket’ and its sig-
nificant industrial and nuclear power infrastructure. 
Widespread fighting has caused forest fires, and dam-
aged farmland and industrial facilities. The bombing 
of oil depots and chemical plants has released large 
quantities of toxic pollutants. The first twenty-four 
months of the conflict generated 175 million tonnes 
of CO₂ equivalent, more than the annual emissions 
of the Netherlands. The future emissions required to 
rebuild cities and infrastructure will be enormous, 
adding to the long-term climate impact. 

Attacks on chemical, metallurgical, and energy 
facilities have led to spills of ammonia, sulphuric acid, 
and other toxic substances into rivers. The extensive 
use of landmines, and the contamination of agricul-
tural land with heavy metals from munitions, will 
render large areas unsafe for farming for decades. 
The war has affected over 30 per cent of Ukraine’s 
environmentally protected areas, including UNESCO 
biosphere reserves and wetlands of international 
importance. This has devastated wildlife popula-
tions and critical habitats. Intense noise, chemical 
pollution, and physical destruction have caused a 
dramatic decline in bird and mammal populations 
in conflict zones.

As in many other areas, COP30 bowed to pressure 
from accountability-averse nations who don’t want to 
hold their own, or anyone else’s military accountable 
for ecocide. This newspaper has often talked about the 
colossal carbon footprint that military forces produce. 
The effects of that footprint are all too obvious.  

Climate Change and the 
Guarani of Bolivia

Graham Holton

In the aftermath of COP 30 in Belem, Brazil this November it is 
worth considering the plight of the Guarani community in Boliv-
ia. Climate conferences can seem remote and hard to relate to. 
The Guarani are facing climate change at a local level.

They are facing significant climate change-caused environmen-
tal damage particularly in the Charagua Iyambae of the Gran 
Chaco, which covers 750,000 square kilometres. Currently only 
five per cent of this rich biome is environmentally protected. 
The region is experiencing deforestation, water scarcity, and 
extreme weather events. The Guarani face deforestation, land 
appropriation, and industrial byproduct pollution from monocul-
ture agriculture. Decreased agricultural productivity has led to 
forced migration to urban areas such as Santa Cruz. 

What has been missing in media reports is the perspective of 
Indigenous and rural communities, especially from women, who 
bear the brunt of the effects of climate change. Women environ-
mental activists and women’s collectives are actively seeking 
solutions to the impact of climate change on their communities. 

Climate change has led to more frequent periods of drought, 
and this has been aggravated by unregulated slash and burn 
techniques, a leading cause of wildfires. Bolivian authorities 
have ignored illegal settlements in protected areas. These 
changes threaten medicinal plants important for the Indigenous 
communities’ way of life. 

The construction of the Itaipu Dam, which trapped Guarani 
communities in a degraded area, has led to erosion and con-
tamination from nearby farms. The Guarani Aquifer System, the 
world’s third-largest transboundary aquifer, is overexploited by 
unregulated drilling and infrastructure development. Environ-
mental degradation has forced many Guarani to migrate to cities 
in search of work, leading to social and economic hardships. 

In 2020 the Guarani Aquifer Treaty set up a Commission for its 
joint management. Five years later, its function remains a mys-
tery. Crucial documentation has been requested by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, on the Commission’s involvement in the envi-
ronmental assessment of green hydrogen projects, such as the 
Tambor Green Hydrogen Hub in Uruguay. It has requested doc-
uments on the Strategic Action Program of the Guarani Aquifer, 
and details on the relationship between the Commission and 
the Administrative Commission of the Uruguay River (CARU).

The Guarani people are fighting environmental damage through 
legal battles, advocacy, and implementing sustainable practic-
es. Communities work with international bodies and NGOs to 
get support for their struggles. They have taken on corporations 
and governments, leading to recent victories in Bolivia and Par-
aguay regarding land rights and pesticide use. The Ava Guarani 
in Paraguay won a case at the UN Human Rights Committee, 
which found that Paraguay had violated their rights by failing 
to control pesticide use from neighbouring soy plantations. In 
Bolivia, the Guarani of Laguna Chica had legal victories against 
environmental destruction. 

The impact on Guarani communities has been made worse by 
modern slavery. The Guarani were enslaved during the rubber 
boom of the 1890s as a cheap labour source. In August 2025, 
the president of the Guarani Assembly, Nelly Romero, accused 
the Bolivian parliament of inaction regarding approximate-
ly 5,500 indigenous Guarani who currently live in conditions of 
slavery. An anthropologist, Bret Gustafson, said the Guarani 
have been subject to debt peonage – crushing debt it’s impossi-
ble for them to pay off. 

There’s some good news. In 1999, 514 Guarani families were 
liberated with the purchase of 30,000 hectares by private and 
religious institutions. However another 900 families still work 
under debt peonage.

The Guarani story is one of the injustice that goes with settler 
colonialism, but it is exacerbated by climate change, and woven 
in with capitalist pillaging of the environment. 

Ruins of Beit Lahia, in the Gaza Strip, destroyed by Israeli bombardments, February 2025. 
Photo: Jaber Jehad Badwan – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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GT: Which provisions from 
the eight-point decision left 
the deepest impression on 
you? What philosophy do you 
believe they reflect in the CPC’s 
governance? 

Molina: To be a good Com-
munist requires dedication and 
humility. I really admire the lead-
ership style of Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, especially how he leads by 
example. The eight-point decision 
responds to material conditions. 
It is essential that the decision be 
implemented by the leadership of 
the CPC to ensure discipline within 
the Party and hence its longevity, 
survival and rejuvenation. 

The first regulation is crucial: 
“leaders must keep in close contact 
with the grassroots.” Those who are 
in positions of responsibility must 
work hard to earn the people’s trust, 
and never separate themselves from 
the people. Local knowledge and 
experience are vital for leadership 
on the national level. Today, the 
CPC’s socialist governance reflects 
these core principles. We are seeing 
less corruption, a better work style, 
stricter conduct and more commit-
ment on the local level. Socialism 
can only be achieved through grass-
roots, practical actions to tackle 
people’s problems and by gaining 
the support of the people.

GT: As president of a Marx-
ist-Leninist party, how do you view 
the eight-point decision in terms of 
its inheritance and adaptation of 
Marxist party-building doctrine?

Molina: Friedrich Engels, 
in his ‘Rules of the Communist 
League (1847),’ recognised that 
if the working masses were to 
overcome capitalism, they would 
need to be highly organised. He 
also stressed the importance of 
responsibility to the community 
and having safeguards against the 
misuse of funds. It is easy to deviate 
from party discipline if we are not 
closely linked to the people. 

It is with the people that the 
Communist Parties test their lead-
ership and policies. In light of this, 
the eight-point decision is clearly a 
Marxist doctrine of party-building. 
The decision outlines important 
points that Marxist-Leninist par-
ties can adopt and apply based on 
their own specific conditions. The 
role of leadership, the party and 
its officials, as well as how they 
are respected by party members 
and the general public, is a crucial 
factor in ensuring the successful 
implementation of the decisions 
adopted. 

GT: You have noted that the 
CPC upholds the work style of 

“practicing self-criticism” in guiding 
the successive victories of the Chi-
nese people. How do you interpret 
the spirit of “self-revolution” of the 
Party reflected in the implementa-
tion of the eight-point decision?

Molina: The eight-point deci-
sion has been correctly put as a 
self-revolution. The CPC uses the 
method of criticism and self-criti-
cism in party building at all levels 
from the leadership to the rank 
and file to strengthen the unity of 
the organisation and its place in 
Chinese society. As Marxist-Len-
inist parties, we must reflect on 
the principles and methods of work 
and establish strict requirements to 
ensure both centralism and democ-
racy are adhered to. We can only 
grow and thrive if we have cadres 
who are disciplined and understand 
the need for democratic central-
ism, self-discipline and leading 
by example. 

GT: The CPC is the world’s 
largest Marxist ruling party, with 
over 100 million members. In light 
of the eight-point decision, what do 
you believe is the key advantage of 
the CPC’s leadership?

Molina: How does the CPC 
organise nearly 100 million mem-
bers to steer society? The answer 
lies in its inseparable bond with 
the people. This is the cornerstone. 
With such a staggering size of the 
party, one might expect chaos. 
Yet, the CPC defies this logic: its 
vast scale brings not less, but more 
organisational direction. The Party 
achieves what is unattainable in 
disorganised capitalist systems 
with broken institutions and par-
ties detached from the people. It 
shatters the myth that a larger size 
inevitably means greater disorgan-
isation, proving instead that its 
growth has fueled greater cohesion 
and effectiveness. 

GT: You once remarked that 
“the experience of the CPC in the 
adaptation of Marxism to the com-
plex circumstances of China is a 
vast library of knowledge studied 
throughout the world.” In your 
view, what insights and lessons can 
the conduct improvement embodied 
in the eight-point decision offer to 
political parties worldwide, espe-
cially Marxist parties? 

Molina: We can learn from 
the CPC as an effective ruling Com-
munist Party that has adapted the 
orthodox and classical conception 
of Marxism flexibly to the complex 
circumstances of Chinese society. 
Understanding Chinese society and 
how the theory has been tailored 
to these specific conditions offers 
valuable lessons. 

Marxist parties like ours can 
draw from the CPC’s experience 
in adapting Marxist theory to the 
evolving realities. For instance, 
leaders in the Marxist parties 
must be upstanding and respected 
members of their communities. 
We have to work with, not against, 
communities, earning the trust of 
the people, including those who are 
not politically engaged, and always 
addressing grassroots issues that 
truly matter – like safer streets, 
more accessible infrastructure, 
and better transport. These are the 
concerns that matter to the Commu-
nists. We cannot think big without 
also thinking about the grassroots. 
This was the approach the CPA took 
in the past, and it will remain our 
central focus in the years ahead. 
Ultimately, we as Communists 
have to change people’s lives for 
the better. 

GT: The CPC has forged fra-
ternal ties with Marxist political 
parties worldwide including the 
CPA, maintaining sustained and 
in-depth exchanges of governance 
experiences. In your view, what sig-
nificance do inter-party exchanges 
hold amid Western media biases? 
What are your expectations for 
future cooperation and exchange 
among global Marxist parties? 

Molina: The exchanges 
between Communist Parties are 
vital to upholding our commitment 
to proletarian internationalism. By 
learning how each party applies 
universal principles to its specific 

context, we gain invaluable insights. 
The CPC’s decision of engaging 
with Marxist parties worldwide is 
not only correct but essential. We 
deeply value this dialogue and hope 
to see in depth information sharing. 
“Workers of the world, unite” is a 
phrase that rings true throughout 
history. To isolate ourselves from 
the world can lead to the withering 

of our movement – as seen in parts 
of the Western left, which have at 
times fallen prey to imperialist 
propaganda. That is why we support 
greater opportunities for Marxist 
education exchanges, which can 
help smaller parties like the CPA 
train cadres capable of building a 
stronger communist presence.  

Interview with Mr Molina

CPA National President Vinnie Molina selling the party newspaper, the Guardian – The Workers’ Weekly.

The eight-point decision
The eight-point decision, adopted in 2012, was introduced to 
reform governance practices in the Communist Party of China 
and to improve public trust and ‘people-centred’ governance 
in the country as a whole. There’s more to it than this, of 
course, but the eight points are:

1.	Doing better research and analysis and truly 
understanding actual conditions when doing grassroots-
level studies.

2.	Streamlining meetings and improving the way meetings 
are conducted.

3.	Making documents and briefing papers more concise and 
improving writing styles.

4.	Standardising procedures for working visits abroad.
5.	Improving security guard work and continuing to observe 

the principle of doing what improves relations with the 
people.

6.	Improving news report.
7.	Having strict rules on the publication of articles.
8.	Promoting frugality and the strict observance of rules on 

incorruptibility in government.

CPA National President Vinnie Molina was recently 
interviewed by the Global Times as part of a series of 
interviews with experts from around the world on China’s 
‘eight-point decision.’

We cannot think big  
without also thinking of  

the grassroots
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In September 2025, Cuba’s foreign 
ministry released its annual report 
on adverse effects of the lengthy US 
economic blockade of Cuba. It did so 
ahead of the yearly vote in the United 
Nations General Assembly on a Cuban 
resolution stating the “necessity of 
ending the economic, commercial, 
and financial embargo imposed by the 
United States against Cuba.” Voting 
took place in October.

For 32 years, member states have over-
whelmingly approved Cuba’s resolution. 
Recently the US and Israel have been alone 
in rejecting it.

The 55-page report is remarkable for its 
detailed and far-ranging description of dis-
array and distress caused by the blockade. 
It exposes the cruelty and lawlessness of US 
intrusion in the lives of a sovereign people.

This year’s version of the report is con-
vincing as to the urgency of opposing this 
US policy. Showing that the blockade kills 
people, it casts the blockade as war. 

The idea of the US as war-maker is not 
new. Beginning with the Monroe Doctrine of 
1823, the US government has relied on mili-
tary power as well as economic and political 
pressure to have its way in Latin America 
and the Caribbean area. Even now the US  
wages war on Venezuela, Cuba’s close ally 
and fellow victim of US sanctions.

A recent study adds precision. The Lancet 
medical journal in August 2025 reported that 
economic sanctions imposed in 152 countries 
between 1971 and 2021 caused so many 
deaths annually as to exceed battle-related 
deaths and, often, to equal the annual toll 
of battlefield deaths plus civilian casualties.

There should be no doubt that the 
blockade is lethal. Awareness of that reality 
would be a big step toward recognition of the 
blockade as war against Cuba. The agenda 
here is to show that the report backs those 
claims. The inquiry offers a perspective on 
Cuba’s place in the world system of wealth 
accumulation, conflict, and oppression.

BIG PICTURE
The report records damage affecting 

various sectors of Cuban society between 
March 2024 and February 2024. It surveys 
financial losses, shortages, and consequences. 
It shows that adverse effects themselves 
lead to far-ranging difficulties for individual 
Cubans and Cuban commercial and produc-
tion entities.

Troubles stacked one upon another 
undermine strenuous efforts by Cuba’s 
government and people to encourage pro-
duction and create living conditions that 
are sustaining and fulfilling. The report is 
a story of institutions, production units, 
private enterprises, schools, healthcare 
entities, government agencies, and service 
organisations having to cope with frustra-
tions and failed improvisations. There is also 
a section on solidarity activities on Cuba’s 
behalf taking place in the United States and 
around the world.

The report outlines two general cate-
gories of requirements under the block-
ade. Measures relating to Cuba’s finances 
make for low salaries, diminished flow of 
remittances, obstacles to investments from 

abroad, and inability to re-finance accumu-
lated debt. Other measures block access to 
materials and commercial products. These 
include: food, hospital supplies, medicines, 
raw materials, new machinery, construction 
materials, replacement parts, fuel, chemicals, 
fertilizers, and more.

The categories overlap. According to the 
report, “Dozens of banks suspended their 
operations with Cuba, including transfers 
for the purchase of food, medicines, fuel, 
materials, spare parts for the national power 
system, and other essential goods.”

The report identifies the US instruments 
that created regulations governing Cuba’s 
access to money and goods, among them:
•  Designation of Cuba as a state sponsor 

of terrorism, whereby Cuba loses access 
to international loans and payments due 
from abroad.

•  Lawsuits filed in US courts under Title 
III of the Helms-Burton Act. These seek 
damages from those foreign businesses 
making use of nationalised properties. 
The effect is to discourage future 
investments.

•  Hundreds of US measures devised to 
weaken Cuba’s tourism industry, until 
recently the country’s leading source of 
income.

•  New sanctions aimed at foreign officials 
who enable Cuban doctors to work in 
their countries. They block income 
that formerly supported Cuba’s own 
healthcare system.

•  Threats and sanctions mounted against 
“shipping companies, carriers, insurers 
or reinsurers involved in supplying fuel 
to Cuba.”

•  The 1992 US ‘Torricelli Law’ that 
requires third-country enterprises 
affiliated with US corporations to never 
sell goods to Cuba containing more than 
10% US components.

•  The legacy of the 1996 Helms-Burton 
Act stipulating that the blockade would 
be altered or ended only by Congress 
and not by the US president.

MONEY TALKS
The report records monetary data relating 

to shortages. The term “damages” that crops 
up. It signifies a combination of costs, loss 
of income due to the blockade, and potential 
gains stymied by the blockade.

Total damages during the period under 
study were $7.6 billion. The total since the 
blockade’s onset is $170.7 billion. With 
inflation, “quantifiable damages” over the 
years become $2.1 trillion.

There are these additional realities:
Cuba’s GDP was down 1.1% in 2024. 

“The economy … has recorded an 11 per cent 
downfall since 2018.”

Exports of goods and services achieved 
92.5% and 101.6%, respectively, of antici-
pated goals. Export income was $770 million 
less than expected. Domestic revenues were 
down $900 million from 2023.

Food production was so reduced during 
the year that 100% of the food provided under 
the rationing system was imported food.

The term “geographic relocation of trade” 
refers to trade displaced because of the 
blockade. That necessity leads to elevated 
transportation costs and inflated prices. 
Added costs are $1.2 billion.

The year’s inflation rate of 24.9% stems 
from shortages of supplies, diminished 
access to hard currency, and state spending 
to finance its budget deficit.

Overall spending on tourism was $2.5 
billion in 2024; tourism was down 9.6%.

SANCTIONS AS WAR
Presenting the report to the press, Cuban 

chancellor Bruno Rodríguez observed that, 
“it is impossible to quantify the emotional 
damage, anguish, suffering, and deprivation 
that the blockade causes Cuban families. This 
has been the case for several generations, 
with more than 80% of Cubans on the island 
born after the blockade began.”

According to the report, “The unprece-
dented tightening of the blockade in recent 
years has had a particular impact on the 
public health sector. The tense situation cre-
ated in our economy, the financial persecution 

of Cuba and the denial of access to the US 
market … have hampered the ability of our 
health system to obtain … supplies when 
needed and provide quality service to the 
population. This has, in turn, led to the 
deterioration of several health indicators, 
including those related to mortality.”

Indeed, Rodriguez added, the “blockade 
imposed by the US government against Cuba 
is an act of genocide.”

Hospitals and doctors have trouble 
finding, or may not find, “first line med-
icines,” cancer drugs, specialised drugs, 
key surgical supplies, respiratory therapy 
equipment, imaging equipment, diagnos-
tic agents and test kits, dialysis machines, 
anesthesia gear, endoscopy equipment, 
insulin pumps, pacemakers, defibrillators, 
and paediatric ventilators. According to the 
report, 94,729 people are on surgery waiting 
lists, including 4,507 cancer patients and 
9,913 children.

A benign treatment device for aortic ste-
nosis is available elsewhere but not in Cuba 
for 158,800 unstable patients. Survival rates 
for childhood cancer have fallen.

Paul Jonas, a physician and admirer of 
Cuban healthcare associated with the Univer-
sity of Leiden in the Netherlands  said that, 
“in recent years, the Cuban healthcare system 
has deteriorated significantly … . This leads 
to untreated illnesses, unnecessary suffering, 
and sometimes even death … . [T]he quality 
of nutrition in Cuba is currently very poor 
… there are also shortages of medicines and 
other medical supplies.”

Cuba’s infant mortality rate (IMR), the 
number of babies dying in their first year of 
life per 1,000 births, was 4.2 in 2014 and is 
presently 8.2.

Cuban economist and demographer 
Juan Carlos Albizu-Campos, writing in 
2023, notes that Cubans’ life expectancy 
registered a “decrease of 5.39 years” from 
2012, also that the “decline … would not 
only have continued, but would also have 
accelerated even if the [Covid-19] pandemic 
had not occurred.”

Food scarcity contributes to excess 
deaths. Blockade effects extend to food 
production. New machinery, livestock feed, 
credit, fuel, spare parts, fertiliser, veterinary 
supplies, and means of transportation are 
often lacking

War characteristically disrupts societies 
and kills troops and/or civilians. Doing both, 
the US blockade of Cuba is a weapon of war 
and manifestation of war.
People’s World (edited for space)  

US blockade is war

The US blockade of Cuba has been 
going on since 1961, but the Trump 
administration, has tried to step up 
the pressure at the UN. It’s practically 
an annual ritual that the UN votes en 
masse for the US to lift the blockade, 
with the exception of Israel and the US 
itself. Australia has voted in favour of 
lifting the blockade since 1996. 

The Trump administration has stepped 
things up by sending threatening letters to 

several countries and linking those countries’ 
votes to unrelated issues. Cuban Foreign 
Minister Rodriguez said that the US anxiety 
“shows that it understands that the interna-
tional community overwhelmingly believes in 
and supports the need to end the blockade.”

Washington has also issued two reports 
alleging that Cuba has supported Russian 
military forces in Ukraine, something that 
Havana has categorically denied.  

US pressure  
fails at the UN

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(25)00189-5/fulltext
http://www.cubadebate.cu/noticias/2025/09/17/cuba-presenta-informe-sobre-bloqueo-de-eeuu-hasta-febrero-de-2025-danos-y-perjuicios-materiales-aumentaron-49-por-ciento/
https://jacobin.nl/de-amerikaanse-blokkade-tegen-cuba-leidt-tot-een-dodelijke-gezondheidscrisis/
https://www.peoplesworld.org/article/cuba-s-infant-mortality-rate-at-its-lowest-level-ever/
https://www.cubanoticias360.com/mortalidad-infantil-en-cuba-llega-a-8-2-la-cifra-mas-elevada-en-29-anos/
https://horizontecubano.law.columbia.edu/news/la-caida-de-la-esperanza-de-vida-al-nacer-en-cuba-de-la-crisis-sanitaria-la-humanitaria#!
https://horizontecubano.law.columbia.edu/news/la-caida-de-la-esperanza-de-vida-al-nacer-en-cuba-de-la-crisis-sanitaria-la-humanitaria#!
https://www.granma.cu/cuba/2024-12-29/2024-las-dificultades-no-rebasaran-las-fuerzas-29-12-2024-21-12-58
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Lovers of Nueva Cançion, the revolutionary Latin American 
song movement born in the 1960’s, will embrace this book, a 
collection of stories and lyrics that reveals a beautiful poetic 
imagination. The Spanish part of the title means “Another 
day dawns.”

Marcelo Puente is a singer-songwriter who has long been admired by 
the Latin American left. He has composed music for films, documentaries, 
plays and children’s books. Many of his songs have been translated into 
English, French, Italian, and Greek, and one is preserved in the US National 
Archive of Immigrant Songs. Now, with the publication of this bilingual 
memoir and song collection, his stature as an artist will be apparent to all.

Puente was born in Chile in 1947. He grew up in the port city of Val-
paraíso (to which he has paid tribute in a much-loved song of the same 
name). He came to Toronto as a refugee in July 1974, after the US engi-
neered coup in Chile on 11 September 1973, when the democratically 
elected socialist government of Salvador Allende was overthrown and the 
brutal military dictatorship of General Augusto Pinochet was installed.

Puente began writing original songs and poetry, as well as setting 
the works of other poets to music, shortly after his arrival in Toronto. 
He formed two groups that performed locally in the mid-1970s, Lallantú 
and Andén Sur, before co-founding the celebrated Chilean-Greek band 
Compañeros. That band, and The Trojan Horse Coffee House where they 
played, became an important focus of Toronto’s progressive cultural scene 
in the late 70’s and early 80’s. The band’s reputation spread across the 
country. Canadian folk music impresario Gary Cristall, who first heard 
Compañeros at the Vancouver Folk Festival, later called them “Canada’s 
first world music band.”

Marcelo Puente was central to Compañeros. All the Spanish songs 
on the band’s first album, Blazing Frontiers, were composed by him. He 
has subsequently dedicated himself to composing and singing, and sup-
porting the Latin American and Canadian community in their solidarity 
work with the peoples of the Global South. Puente’s songs speak of that 
solidarity and his life in Canada, as well as nostalgia for his homeland 
and for his beloved barrios (neighbourhoods).
People’s Voice (adapted for space)  

Marcelo Puente,  
Otra día amanece:  
The Book of Songs

David Matters

Marxism has a strong focus on local con-
crete conditions. It follows that there are 
many ways to apply the insights of Max-
ism to many different situations. While 
there is an understandable interest in 
Marxism  Chinese style, the insights of 
Marxism are also being applied to the 
Cuban, Vietnamese, Korean, and Laotian 
contexts by governments, and to other 
countries by socialists around the world. 

Students of economics would benefit from 
this book that applies Marxism in a compre-
hensive way in the dialogue between political 
economy and bourgeois economics.

Hiroshi uses game theory and applies it 
to problems associated with union organis-
ing and revolutionary struggle. It is a unique 
insight into the application of Marxism in the 
Japanese context.

The book considers historical materialism 
from different perspectives. As such it presents 
new challenges that can be used to extend the 
students understanding of the application of 
Marxist science.

Hiroshi is a Professor Emeritus at Keio 
University and Kyoto University in Japan, 
and Vice President of the World Association 
of Political Economy.

Those studying mathematics as a language of 
science will also find benefit from this book.  

Book Review

Marxian Economics 
– A new Japanese 

Tradition 
by Hiroshi Onishi

My friends from the bar are always right
They don’t listen to the newspapers or television
My friends from the bar speak loudly
so the world knows what weighs on their backs

They are looked at with fear, no one respects them
because they don’t wear ties or talk about their income
My friends from the bar never stop talking
About this or that team, about how it might cloud over

(verses from “My Friends From the Bar” 1981)

We went through a years worth of Guardian, the Workers’ Weekly  
for our clues. Answers will be provided in the first issue of 2026,  

but anyone who doesn't want to wait that long can write to  
editor@cpa.org.au

Drawing by Bill Stapleton via Trojan-Horse
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Vijay Prashad

Travis Head walked out to 
open the batting for Austral-
ia’s second innings in the 
first test of the Ashes series 
in Perth. It seemed surreal 
that the England had already 
batted twice and that Aus-
tralia was coming in to chase 
a little over 200 runs to win 
on the second day of the five-
day test. How could things 
have collapsed so rapidly for 
both sides, with neither bat-
ting line-up able to steady the 
ship by the middle of day 2? 

In England’s first innings, the 
highest score was 52 (Harry Brook), 
while Australia’s highest score was 
only 26 (Alex Carey). In the second 
innings, Gus Atkinson struggled to 
get to 37. The scores had all been 
very low on a fast pitch with signif-
icant bounce. 

So, Head pushed himself up 
the order and came out there with 
debutant Jake Weatherald. In 69 
balls, Head scored a century and 
then got out 14 balls later with a 
score of 123. He left when Australia 
was just short of victory. Captain 
Steve Smith hit the winning run, 
and the test ended with three days 
to spare.

Meanwhile, in Guwahati 
(India), on a pitch that resembled 
a road, the high-quality Indian 
batsmen crumbled to 201 (first 
innings) and 140 (second innings) 
compared to the mammoth South 
African totals of 489 and 260 for 
five declared. 

Things seemed quite on track 
when Jasprit Bumrah used the hard 
surface to entice Aiden Markham 
into the drive and then castled him. 
That was the first wicket to fall in 
the test. But then the runs began 
to pour in, with most South Afri-
can batsmen setting in for the long 
haul. It took Senuran Muthusamy 
206 deliveries to make his 109 runs. 
There was some electric hitting 
from Marco Jansen, who made 
93 off 91. 

By and large, this was a steady 
innings – not the baseball-like 
‘bazball’ of the reckless English 
side. It was a pleasure to watch 
the South Africans move the ball 
around, play with the field, take 
their time. Because that is what 
the test format affords – time. If a 
batsman is intelligent, they can use 
their talent to frustrate the bowler 
and then take advantage of the loose 
ball to get runs. 

It was India’s second innings 
that puzzled me. South Africa had 
built an enormous lead – 548 runs 
– setting the Indians a target that 
would have been a country record 
(the highest successful run chase 
by India was 403 in Port of Spain, 
1976). After reckless shots by Dhruv 

Jurel and Rishab Pant in the first 
innings, one would have thought 
that sober play was the need of the 
hour. But no.

When Yashasvi Jaiswal and KL 
Rahul went out to bat on the final 
day, India had to either score 549 
runs or not lose their wickets over 
the seven hours of play till 4pm. 
India had done this recently against 
England in the 4th test in Man-
chester. Jaiswal and Sai Sudharsan 
went without scoring in the first 
over of the second innings as India 
faced certain defeat (first innings 
for India at 358 and for England 
669). There were going to be 150 
more overs and eight wickets for 
England to get easily (with India 
300 runs behind). 

Then the test drama began. 
Shubman Gill and KL Rahul took 
charge, Rahul batting for 230 balls 
for his 90 and Gill 238 balls for his 
103. The two of them saw India 
through the fourth day, ending the 
day from 2 wickets for no runs to 
2 wickets for 174. 

And then on the final day, 
Washington Sundar (101 in 206 
balls) and Ravindra Jadeja (107 
from 185) saw India to the last ball 
and frustrated England into a draw. 
Jaiswal and Rahul could not do this 

against South Africa. Jaiswal gave 
away his wicket with a cut that went 
wrong, and Rahul played across 
the line and was bowled. It went 
downhill from there, with South 
Africa’s spinners wreaking havoc.

I love watching a test match. I 
wish I had the time to watch more 
tests. The form is incredible, a 
long game that relies upon skill 
and patience, temperament really, 
much more than brute force. Eng-
land’s bazball technique, inherited 
from the T20 format, has created 
players who believe that they must 
score quickly and that they do not 
need to take advantage of the time 
afforded them to build scores, tire 
and frustrate bowlers, and allow 
their presence on the field to rest 
their own bowlers. A good batsman 
will not score quickly but will score 
when the ball allows itself to be hit 
into a vacant area or to the fence.

Our frenetic culture wants to 
know who scored the fastest century 
in time and balls. I am interested 
in the slowest (by my own records, 
the slowest in terms of balls faced 
is Graham Gooch against the West 
Indies in 1991 – 270 balls; in terms 
of time at the crease, it is said that 
Mudassar Nazar spent nine hours 
to make his 100 against England in 

1977). In many ways, the last day of 
the Manchester test reminded me 
of people like Gooch and Nazar, 
methodical players who knew when 
to hit the ball and when to let it zip 
by, not tempted by the short ball 
or by the outswinger, and certainly 
not tempted – as Harry Brook 
often is – to take two steps to the 
leg side and clobber the ball to the 
fence through the covers (or, in a 
test, miss the line and be bowled).

People sometimes say that a test 
match is boring or anachronistic, 
but then they are not watching it 
based on its own rhythm. A test 
match is from another era, true: 
the time of walking in a park, and 
sitting down to listen to the radio, 
the time of long novels with com-
plex plot structures. But those 
features of another era teach us 
about the exquisiteness of patience 
and artistry. 

There is a novel in the twists 
and turns of the Manchester test 
and in the high drama of the Perth 
test, and in the disappointment of 
the Guwahati test. Other stories 
could have been written, as they 
were imagined by the spectators 
or those who listened on the radio. 
I still like to find an internet radio 
that gives me the live news from a 

test match (if you search for them, 
you can sometimes find them in 
mysterious places). 

I like to occasionally tune in 
between things I am doing to find 
out the latest score and to piece 
together, without looking at espn-
cricinfo, what could have happened 
that brought us to this pass. It 
sounds like this:

What, Sai Sudarshan out! But 
Washington Sundar and Jadeja 
are at the crease. They will pull 
off in Guwahati what they did 
in Manchester! Oh no! Simon 
Harmer sends one in a bit 
faster and Sundar is indecisive, 
sending an edge to Markham….. 
The magic partnership does not 
even begin. What will Nitish 
Kumar Reddy do? He tries a 
reverse sweep! What! On this 
pitch and with Harmer bowling 
the way he does! Of course, 
Reddy lobs a catch. 8 for 138. 
India cannot survive.

I wish I was in Brisbane for 
the second Ashes test in early 
December.

Leg Glance 
The beauty of the test match

A good batsman will not score 
quickly but will score when the 

ball allows itself to be hit

Photo: Patrick Case – pexels.com (CC0)
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JE Rosenberg

Despite talk of a “ceasefire” 
in Gaza, Israel continues its 
deadly work against the Pal-
estinian people, with contin-
ued support from its Western 
allies. Since the ceasefire 
went into effect last month, 
the Gaza Health Ministry has 
reported at least 300 deaths 
and hundreds more injuries 
at the hands of Israeli forces. 

Alongside the continued killing 
of Palestinians, Israel’s allies con-
tinue their campaign of intimidation 
and repression against advocates for 
Palestinian human rights around 
the world. 

The latest target is Richard Falk, 
a 95-year-old professor emeritus 
of international law who has spent 
decades documenting violations 
against the Palestinian people.

Falk, who served as the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the situation 
of human rights in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1967, 
was detained by Canadian border 
authorities this November under 
the vague category of “national 
security grounds.” The idea that 
a 95-year-old scholar – one of the 
world’s most respected experts on 
humanitarian law – constitutes a 
threat to Canada’s national security 
is absurd. But Falk’s real “offence” is 
clear enough: He has spent much of 
his career holding Israel to account 
under international law.

Falk and his wife, legal scholar 
Hilal Elver (herself a former UN 
Special Rapporteur), were trav-
elling to Ottawa to participate in 
the “Gaza Tribunal for Canadian 
Responsibility,” a civil society 
forum bringing together interna-
tional experts to assess Canada’s 
role in the Gaza genocide. The tri-
bunal aimed to examine Canada’s 

political, diplomatic, and material 
support for Israel’s two-year assault 
on Gaza and to trace how those 
policies contributed to civilian 
suffering and mass destruction.

According to Al-Jazeera and 
other outlets, the couple was 
detained and questioned for more 
than four hours. At no point were 
they asked questions related to 
Canada’s national security. Instead, 
the interrogation focused almost 
entirely on their work on Palestine. 
Falk later described the experience 
as part of a continuing effort by 
Israel’s allies to intimidate, punish, 
and silence those who speak out 
against Israeli war crimes.

This is not an isolated incident.
There was another high-profile 

example just last year, when Israeli 
historian Ilan Pappé – one of the 
most internationally recognised 
chroniclers of the Nakba – was 
detained and interrogated by US 
Homeland Security officials upon 
entering the United States. Pappé, 
now 71, has written extensively 
about the planned ethnic cleans-
ing carried out by Zionist militias 
during Israel’s founding. His books, 
including The Ethnic Cleansing 
of Palestine, have become foun-
dational texts for understanding 
the origins of the Palestinian 
dispossession.

In June 2024, US officials 
held Pappé for hours, questioned 
him about his political views, and 
reportedly copied the contents of his 
phone. This was not about immigra-
tion procedure or border security. 
It was political – and deliberately 
so. The message was unmistakable: 
Even an Israeli Jewish scholar who 
documents Israel’s atrocities is not 
safe from political harassment in 
the United States if his research 
threatens the narratives necessary 
to maintain US support for Israel.

Since the beginning of the Gaza 
war in 2023, Western states have 
deployed a vast array of tools to 
suppress dissent: police raids, 
anti-terror laws, university dis-
ciplinary measures, immigration 
detentions, sanctions on human 
rights experts, and the criminali-
sation of protest movements.

The Canadian government’s 
treatment of Falk shows that the 
repression against Palestine soli-
darity and criticism of Israel has 
not ended with the “ceasefire.” 
Israel’s allies are still focused on 
protecting their imperialist ally 
and shielding its apartheid regime 
from accountability.

None of these detentions for 
“national security” protect anyone. 

What they protect is a political 
relationship: the deep military and 
intelligence alignment between 
Israel and its Western partners, 
especially the United States. They 
protect billions in arms sales, intel-
ligence sharing agreements, and 
diplomatic shields at the United 
Nations. They protect the ability 
of Western officials to claim they 
are defending “democracy” while 
enabling genocide abroad.

Detentions also protect the 
narrative that Israel is a besieged 
democracy rather than a settler-co-
lonial state dependent on ethnic 
cleansing, mass displacement, and 
permanent apartheid rule.

Richard Falk’s detention is 
outrageous not only because he is a 

respected elder in the international 
law community, or because interro-
gating a 95-year-old scholar is both 
cruel and absurd. It is outrageous 
because it exposes the ongoing, 
coordinated nature of this repres-
sion. The genocide in Gaza did not 
end with the so-called ceasefire. 
Just as Palestinians continue to be 
killed in Gaza and dispossessed of 
their lands and basic safety in the 
West Bank, critics of Israel continue 
to face intimidation and harassment 
as they work to expose the truth.
People’s World  

Canada detains 95-year-old 
Jewish scholar travelling to 

Palestine tribunal

Richard Falk, 2014. Photo: Iran Review/pressenza.com – wikimedia.org (CC BY 4.0)

Ladislav Zemánek

Thailand’s relationship with China 
has entered a new and symbolically 
powerful phase with King Maha Vaji-
ralongkorn’s historic five-day state 
visit to Beijing in mid-November – 
the first by a reigning Thai monarch 
since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations 50 years ago.

It is also only the second time Vajiralong-
korn has undertaken an official foreign trip 
as king, following his visit to Bhutan earlier 
this year. This rare deployment of monarchi-
cal diplomacy marks a watershed moment, 
not only for China-Thailand ties but also 
for Southeast Asia’s strategic posture in an 
increasingly multipolar world.

Royal visits in Thailand are not routine 
foreign engagements; they are deliberate, 
high-prestige instruments whose political 
weight extends far beyond the ceremonial. 
By choosing China as his first major state 
destination, King Vajiralongkorn is send-
ing a strong signal to Thai elites, business 
leaders, investors, and the broader public 
that Beijing now stands at the apex of Thai-
land’s external partnerships. 

His presence has allowed the Thai gov-
ernment to pursue major economic and 
diplomatic initiatives under the neutral, 
non-partisan, and respected cover of the 
monarchy – a significant advantage in a 
political system that frequently experiences 
rapid changes of government.

For China, hosting a reigning Thai mon-
arch offers rare diplomatic symbolism and 
reinforces Beijing’s narrative that it has 
become an indispensable partner for ASEAN 
states and a stabilising force in the region. 
The timing is also noteworthy: as great-power 
competition intensifies across Southeast 
Asia, Thailand’s gesture demonstrates that 
it is open to deeper engagement with China 
while maintaining a careful balancing act 
between Beijing and Washington.

The king’s decision to embrace China is 
especially striking given his long personal 
ties to the West. Before becoming the world’s 
wealthiest monarch, Vajiralongkorn spent 
years in private schools in England and later 
trained at the Royal Military College in Aus-
tralia. Since ascending to the throne in 2016, 
he has spent much of his time in Germany, 
a fact that has provoked discomfort among 
officials in Berlin and periodic protests in 

Bangkok. His orientation stands in contrast 
to the geopolitical instincts of his father, King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, whose 70-year reign 
was defined by deep engagement with the US.

During the Cold War, Thailand was a vital 
regional partner for Washington, hosting 
critical US military operations in Indochina 
and viewing China through the lens of threat 
rather than partnership. Despite multiple 
invitations from Beijing, King Bhumibol 
never visited China, reflecting the era’s mis-
trust. Yet the foundations for closer ties were 
quietly laid by other members of the royal 
family. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, 
the king’s daughter, studied in China, has 
visited more than 50 times, and was honoured 
with China’s Friendship Medal – a sign of 
longstanding cultural and educational ties 
beneath the political surface.

Thailand today remains Washington’s 
only formal treaty ally in Indochina, and 
the defence relationship retains significant 
depth, built on decades of training, interop-
erability, and military-to-military ties. Yet 
the bilateral relationship has experienced 
periods of strain. US criticism of Thailand’s 
human rights situation, the impact of Donald 
Trump’s tariffs on the Thai economy, and 

a perception that Washington’s broader 
regional commitment has become incon-
sistent have all contributed to a sense of 
strategic uncertainty in Bangkok. While the 
US-Thai defence relationship continues to 
be robust, it no longer dominates Thailand’s 
foreign policy orientation.

By contrast, Thailand’s engagement with 
China has expanded steadily across the eco-
nomic, security, and cultural domains. The 
often-repeated phrase that “China and Thai-
land are as close as one family” has evolved 
from a diplomatic slogan into a guiding 
principle for cooperation. China is Thailand’s 
largest trading partner, and bilateral trade has 
grown despite global economic headwinds. 
In the first half of this year, trade reached 
US$76 billion (AU$116 billion) a 17 per cent 
increase year-on-year. Thailand leads ASEAN 
in agricultural exports to China and was the 
first state in the region to implement a free 
trade agreement with Beijing.
RT.com  

China-US trade war yields  
unprecedented Asian partnership

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/15/former-un-special-rapporteur-richard-falk-interrogated-for-hours-in-canada
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israeli-academic-illan-pappe-interrogated-us-intelligence
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israeli-academic-illan-pappe-interrogated-us-intelligence
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/authors/ladislav-zemanek/
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Millions of workers in India have taken part in 
nationwide protests against new labour codes.

The protests, organised by a coalition of 10 major 
Indian trade unions, accused the far-right Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) led government of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of a “deceptive fraud” against workers.

Demonstrations were held in several parts of the 
country as unions representing millions of labour-
ers and farmers accused the government of pushing 
through the overhaul, despite widespread opposition.

The government claims that the new framework 
will modernise outdated laws, improve efficiency and 
expand social protections.

Tapan Sen, general secretary of the Centre of Indian 
Trade Unions, said: “Workers’ rights are being bull-
dozed and the government is justifying the move with 
a barrage of lies that the codes will benefit labourers.”

Amarjeet Kaur, general secretary of All India 
Trade Union Congress, described the new codes as 
“an attempt to push workers back to the colonial era 
where they can’t even raise their voice nor fight to 
form or legalise a trade union.”

Communist Party of India (Marxist) general 
secretary MA Baby said: “The unilateral notification 
of the four Labour Codes is the latest in a series of 
moves by the BJP-led union government that seeks 
to establish a jungle raj, where corporates are given 

a free hand to bulldoze the rights of working people 
and any resistance is criminalised.

The four codes – covering wages, industrial rela-
tions, social security and occupational safety – replace 
29 labour laws that previously governed hiring, ben-
efits, and workplace standards across India’s formal 
and informal sectors.

The government hasn’t formally commented on 
the strike. It is usually dismissive of union demands 
or proposals.

New Delhi has defended the codes as long overdue, 
saying that a modern labour framework was essential 
to attract investment and increase formal jobs.

The BJP says it hopes the changes will encourage 
employers to expand operations, creating more secure 
employment over time.
Morning Star

(Editor’s note: Australian commentary on the BJP 
usually focusses on the way that party weaponises 
sectarianism and promotes racism and bigotry. The 
labour codes and the BJP’s excuse for giving them, 
that they will expand operations and create more 
work “over time” should be familiar to local readers. 
Those are exactly the reasons given by business lob-
bies in Australia every time they try to overturn any 
law or regulation that protects workers’ rights.)  

BRAZIL: President Lula da Silva has announced the crea-
tion of two new higher education institutions – the Federal 
Indigenous University (UNIND) and the Federal University of 
Sports (UFEsporte). Both universities are expected to open 
in 2027, making a significant expansion of Brazil’s public uni-
versity network. The new universities aim to strengthen edu-
cational policies tailored to populations traditionally excluded 
from academia in Brazil. UNIND will focus on Indigenous 
knowledge systems, culture, languages and community 
development. The Sports University will specialise in train-
ing, research and innovation in sports sciences and athletic 
development.

CHINA: China has launched one of its most ambitious robot-
ics programs as it rolls out humanoid robots for border control 
and heavy industry. Industrial humanoid robots Walker S2 will 
be deployed at border checkpoints on the Vietnam border. The 
robots will start work in December and will mark a major step 
in bringing humanoid systems into government operations. 
The robots will guide travellers, manage pedestrian flows, 
assist with patrol duties, support logistics tasks, and help pro-
vide commercial services. Authorities will also send robots into 
steel, copper, and aluminium plants for on-site inspections.

PHILIPPINES: The US has begun recruiting mercenaries for 
the Ukrainian army in the Philippines. The US company RMS 
International, based in Florida, is recruiting candidates to fight 
on the side of the Ukrainian armed forces. Preference is giv-
en to former employees of the police and security agencies 
and retired military personnel. The German embassy in Manila 
issues Schengen visas to the recruits planning to go over-
seas. Berlin-based private security companies are listed as the 
employers and as recruits arrive in Germany, they are trans-
ferred to other countries and then to Ukraine.

HUNGARY: A recent Putin-Orban meeting in Moscow will 
help develop bilateral cooperation, according to the Hungarian 
Foreign Minister. The top Hungarian diplomat said his coun-
try was developing mutually beneficial cooperation with 
Russia, which is of particular importance in terms of ener-
gy security. “Hungary is conducting its own independent for-
eign policy, guided by its own national interests,” the FM said. 
The Hungarian government has repeatedly stated that it was 
ready to continue cooperation with Russia. The most impor-
tant issues for Hungary are reliable energy provision, includ-
ing deliveries of Russian oil, gas and nuclear fuel for the Paks 
nuclear power plant. The two countries have also have ties in 
pharmacology, the food industry and agriculture.

NICARAGUA: Nicaragua is the first country in the southern 
hemisphere to receive a visit from the Silk Road Ark hospi-
tal ship. The ship is part of ‘Mission Harmony 2025,’ China’s 
humanitarian initiative to provide free medical care and 
strengthen international ties. The Silk Road Ark has a crew of 
more than 400 doctors, nurses and support staff. To date, it 
has visited Fiji and Tonga, providing 3,330 consultations and 
performing 426 surgeries in Fiji, and treating more than 5,000 
people in Tonga. The Silk Road Ark is the newest transoceanic 
hospital ship, designed and built by China, capable of perform-
ing more than 60 types of medical procedures and treating 
300 patients simultaneously. The ship has 14 clinical depart-
ments and seven auxiliary diagnostic units. An onboard heli-
copter enhances its emergency medical rescue capabilities.

GERMANY: A Ukrainian man accused of blowing up the Nord 
Stream pipelines between Russia and Germany in September 
2022 has been placed in custody. German prosecutors said 
that Kuznetsov was one of a group of people who placed 
explosives on the pipelines. He is suspected of causing explo-
sions, anti-constitutional sabotage and the destruction of 
structures.

NORTH KOREA: North Korea is bolstering educational ties 
with Russia by promoting student exchanges and introduc-
ing Russian as a compulsory subject in schools from the 4th 
grade upwards. So far, 3,000 school children and 300 univer-
sity students study Korean in Russia.

Global Briefs
Indian trade unions 
stage nationwide 
protests against 

new labour codes

The governor of Japan’s Niigata province has 
announced that he will approve the resump-
tion of operations of two reactors at Tokyo 
Electric Power Company’s (TEPCO) Kashi-
wazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power Plant (NPP). If 
restarted, they will be the first TEPCO nuclear 
reactors to resume their operations since the 
2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster.

Japanese Communist Party Policy Commission 
Chair Yamazoe Taku held a press conference on the 
same day criticising the restart as “utterly outrageous.”

He pointed out that TEPCO’s compensation for 
damages caused by the Fukushima Daiichi NPP 
accident and the reconstruction of disaster victims’ 
livelihoods are still only halfway complete. Yamazoe 
called it “absolutely unacceptable for TEPCO to proceed 

with reactivating its nuclear reactors while the power 
company has yet to properly fulfil its responsibilities 
toward the many people in the region who suffered 
damages caused by the 2011 disaster, including those 
in Fukushima.”

Yamazoe also pointed to the inherent dangers of 
the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa NPP itself. He said, “In the 
2007 earthquake that occurred off the coast of the 
Chuetsu region centred on Niigata Prefecture, the 
plant suffered damage exceeding expectations. It is 
clear that the location of this plant is not one where 
safety can be sufficiently ensured.”

He added, “TEPCO, whose qualifications as an 
operator of nuclear power plants are being questioned, 
should not proceed with restarting its NPPs.  

Japanese nuclear restart 
‘utterly unacceptable’

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au

The Guardian encourages readers to donate 
to the 3CR Radiothon. 3CR is a Melbourne 
Community Radio station, but anyone can hear 
its programs via podcast. If you donate, please 
nominate ‘Alternative News’ as the show you 
support.
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The Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela has issued a strong 
diplomatic condemnation of 
what it describes as a “colo-
nial-style threat” against its 
national airspace, calling 
recent statements by the US 
presidency an “extravagant, 
illegal, and unjustified aggres-
sion” aimed at undermining 
Venezuela’s sovereignty.

In an official communiqué 
released on 29 November 2025, 
Venezuelan authorities denounced 
a series of social media posts attrib-
uted to the US executive branch 
that, according to Caracas, seek to 
impose extraterritorial jurisdiction 
and exert coercive pressure over 
Venezuela’s civil aviation and ter-
ritorial integrity.

“These declarations constitute 
a hostile, unilateral, and arbitrary 
act,” the government stated, empha-
sising that such rhetoric violates the 
United Nations Charter, particu-
larly Article 2, paragraph 4, which 
explicitly prohibits the threat or 
use of force against the territorial 
integrity of any state.

The statement further accused 
Washington of advancing a 

“permanent policy of aggres-
sion” against Latin America and 
the Caribbean – one rooted in 
what Venezuela terms “colonial 
motives” – and warned that such 
actions endanger regional peace 
and security.

Venezuela’s response rests 
firmly on established international 
aviation law. The government 
underscored that its sovereignty 
over national airspace is unequiv-
ocally protected under the 1944 
Chicago Convention on Interna-
tional Civil Aviation, which has been 
ratified by 193 countries, including 
the United States.

Article 1 of the Convention 
clearly states: “Every State has com-
plete and exclusive sovereignty over 
the airspace above its territory.”

This principle is also upheld 
by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO), a specialised 
UN agency that sets global stand-
ards for air navigation, safety, and 
security. Venezuela stressed that no 
foreign power – not even the US – 
has the legal authority to dictate, 
block, or condition the use of its 
airspace, especially through uni-
lateral statements on social media.

“We will not accept orders, 
threats, or interference from any 

foreign power,” the communiqué 
declared. “Only Venezuela’s consti-
tutional institutions hold authority 
over our national skies.”

The rebuke comes after reports 
that the US pressured international 
airlines to suspend flights linked 
to Venezuela’s “Plan Vuelta a la 
Patria” (Return to the Homeland 
Plan), a humanitarian program that 
has repatriated 13,956 Venezuelan 
citizens via 75 organised flights. 
These citizens, many stranded 
abroad due to migration crises, 
have been received “with love and 
absolute solidarity,” according to 
the government.

The US treated the western 
hemisphere as its “backyard,” 
enforcing policies through sanc-
tions, coups, and military presence.

But Venezuela’s defiance – 
echoed by allies in Cuba, Nicaragua, 
Bolivia, and parts of the Caribbean 
– signals a growing rejection of 
US hegemony. By invoking the 
language of “colonial aggression,” 
Caracas frames the airspace issue 
not as a technical dispute but as part 
of a historical pattern of imperial 
overreach.

This stance resonates across 
the Global South, where many 
nations view US unilateralism as 

a threat to their own sovereignty. 
If Washington can declare another 
country’s airspace “closed” without 
UN authorisation or multilateral 
consensus, what prevents it from 
doing the same to nations in Africa, 
Asia, or the Middle East?

Moreover, the timing is signif-
icant. The threat coincides with 
Venezuela’s deepening strategic 
ties with Russia, China, and Iran, 
as well as its leadership in regional 
blocs like the Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean States 
(CELAC) and the Bolivarian Alli-
ance for the Peoples of Our Amer-
ica (ALBA-TCP). For Washington, 
reasserting control over Venezuelan 
airspace may be less about security 
and more about disrupting these 
alternative alliances.

Critics warn that such actions 
could destabilise the entire north-
ern South American region, where 
civilian air traffic – including med-
ical evacuations, cargo flights, and 
diplomatic missions – relies on 
predictable and lawful skies.

Venezuela has formally 
appealed to the United Nations, 
sovereign governments, and mul-
tilateral organisations to “firmly 
reject” what it calls an “immoral 
act of aggression.” The government 

argues that the US move not only 
endangers Venezuela but also 
threatens peace and security across 
the Caribbean and northern South 
America.

In its communiqué, Caracas 
vowed to defend its airspace with 
“dignity, legality, and the full 
strength granted by international 
law,” invoking the anti-impe-
rial legacy of Simón Bolívar, the 
19th-century liberator whose vision 
of a united, sovereign Latin America 
continues to inspire the Bolivarian 
Revolution.

“This is not just about flights – 
it’s about the right of a people to 
exist free from foreign dictates,” 
said a Caracas-based analyst. 
“When a superpower tries to con-
trol your skies, it’s really trying to 
control your destiny.”

The Venezuelan government 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
full, peaceful, and lawful use of its 
airspace, while warning that any 
further interference will be met with 
all diplomatic and legal measures 
available under international law.
Telesur  

Venezuela denounces  
US airspace threat

UN agencies say conditions are dete-
riorating further across North Darfur 
and neighbouring Kordofan, while 
independent human rights experts 
warned that the collapse of protection 
following the city’s fall has sharply 
increased the risks facing women and 
children.

The Rapid Support Forces (RSF) seized 
control of El Fasher – the capital of Sudan’s 
North Darfur state – on 26 October after an 
18-month siege that cut residents off from 
food, medicine, and other critical supplies. 
The city had been the government’s last major 
stronghold in the Darfur region.

According to the UN World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), families who fled the fighting 
are now scattered across five locations sur-
rounding El Fasher, including Tawila, while 
others have reached more distant areas such 
as Dabbah in Northern State and even the 
national capital, Khartoum.

Currently, 1,485 metric tons of food and 
nutrition supplies – enough for about 130,000 
people – are en route to Tawila through the 
Dabbah Crossing, adding to ongoing assis-
tance for those displaced earlier this year.
United Nations  

Mass displacement, 
trafficking fears  

deepen crisis  
in Sudan’s El Fasher

Our parties strongly condemn the 
recent unacceptable action by Polish 
President Nawrocki, who has filed a 
motion with the Constitutional Court 
claiming that “the aims and activities 
of the Communist Party of Poland are 
unconstitutional”.

This is an unfounded motion and largely 
echoes similar attempts by bourgeois forces 
in the country five years ago to ban the CP 
of Poland, which ultimately did not proceed.

The Constitutional Court, in a brief ruling, 
has set the trial date for 3 December.

This attempt to ban the CP of Poland is 

the culmination of previous efforts by the 
Polish bourgeoisie and governments, with 
the encouragement of the EU, whose official 
ideology is anti-communism. These efforts 
were met with an immediate international 
outcry and mobilisation by Communist and 
Workers’ parties around the world, and were 
successfully prevented.

These efforts have now resurfaced, as 
the ideas, actions and interventions of com-
munists stand in opposition to their aims 
of skyrocketing military armament and the 
slaughterhouses of war at the expense of the 
people, intensifying workplace exploitation, 

and enforcing brutal repression against 
workers and the youth.

In the face of anti-communist hysteria, 
the rewriting of history, and the provocative 
equation of communism, with fascism and its 
atrocities, alongside repugnant actions such 
as the recent so-called Anti-Communism 
Week under US President Trump, we declare 
that anti-communism will fail in Poland and 
everywhere else.

We intensify our efforts to promote com-
munist ideas so that anti-communist propa-
ganda does not take root, particularly among 
young people, who are their primary target. 

We are strengthening our interventions so 
that the people and the youth understand 
the real way out: socialism–communism.

Hands off the communists!
•  We demand an immediate end to 

persecution and attempts to ban the 
activities of the Communist Party of 
Poland.

•  We call for a Europe-wide and 
international mobilisation on 1 
December, with protests outside 
Polish embassies to oppose their anti-
communist plans.

Communist Party of Greece,  
Joint Statement of Communist and Workers’ 

Parties against the persecution of the 
Communist Party of Poland

Sydney VigilSydney Vigil

STOP  STOP  
USA BLOCKADE  USA BLOCKADE  

ON CUBAON CUBA
4:15 pm till 5:00 pm

Wednesday 17 December
USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney

Call 0418 270 885
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Affinity
If you feel an affinity, you feel a connection with a person or 
group of people. The weaselly use is that you don’t have to 
want to help those people in any way. Liberal Party leader Sus-
san Ley says she feels “a particular affinity” for working mums. 
Lucky working mums!
In Sussan’s words: “I feel a particular affinity with working 
mums because when I was in those years of my life it was cha-
os it was chaos and you went to bed exhausted”
Ley’s bright idea for childcare was subsidising nannies, so may-
be she feels more affinity for women who can afford nannies.
Ley has said she wants enterprise-level bargaining “where 
businesses and their staff can strike agreements that reward 
higher performance.” Enterprise-level bargaining gives employ-
ers much more power over all those tired working mums Ley 
feels an affinity for. 

Strong (action)
Older readers might remember when Campbell Newman, try-
ing to hang on to the position of Queensland Premier, used the 
word ‘strong’ 23 times in one short speech. He lost the election. 
Foreign Minister Penny Wong, not to be out-Newmanned, has 
said that the Albanese government has taken “stronger action 
on Iran than any previous Australian government.”
To be precise, they’ve declared Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps “a state sponsor of terrorism,” and have (strongly) 
expelled the Iranian ambassador. 
Zomi Frankcom, an Australian humanitarian worker, was mur-
dered by an Israeli drone, but the Albanese government was 
saving its strength for Iran, so Israel got a “deeply concerned” 
from our strong Foreign Minister. 

Progress
Progress is a super-weaselly word because it’s so subjective 
and relative. One person’s progress is another person’s “what 
happened to the forest that used to be next door?” 
Murray Watt says that “the Greens party paid a very big politi-
cal price for being seen by the Australian people to be blocking 
progress.” Murray Watt has approved a gas extraction project 
in WA which will release 6.1 billion tonnes of carbon emissions. 
Murray Watt’s idea of progress is everyone else’s nightmare.  

Expensive
This is a selectively-used weasel word. Usually when someone 
calls a thing “expensive,” there’s a lot of other stuff they don’t 
mind paying for. Gurmesh Singh is the new leader of the NSW 
National Party. He’s also big in blueberries, an industry rife with 
reports of modern slavery. There have been calls for a Royal 
Commission into exploitation on blueberry farms, but Singh has 
called the idea “expensive and time-consuming.” We wonder 
what Singh was thinking when then-Nationals leader Barnaby 
Joyce claimed around $675,000 for being a drought envoy for a 
few weeks. 

‘Productivity’
As in ‘productivity growth,’ ‘productivity improvements,’ or ‘pro-
ductivity push.’ This word is weaselly because it’s almost never 
explained. Capitalist productivity means nothing more than cor-
porate profits.  For instance, a recent paid editorial by Google 
asset Bikash Koley in the Australian Financial Review argues 
that Australia must continue to invest in undersea cables to 
facilitate “Australia’s digital export economy, AI ambitions and 
productivity improvements.” The translation is ‘Australia must 
spend its money in a way which increases corporate profits.’ 

Colourful
This is one of many weaselly euphemisms which do the job 
of making people who are obnoxious, racist, sexist, drunk, or 
otherwise awful sound like fun. See also ‘feisty,’ ‘outspoken,’ 
‘mercurial,’ or ‘blunt.’ Former Liberal adviser David Gazard has 
called Barnaby Joyce “somewhat colourful.” Unless Gazard is 
referring to the deep red tinge Joyce’s face is famous for, he 
probably means one of the other things. 
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Hundreds of Japanese people 
have held a protest in front of 
the prime minister’s official 
residence in Tokyo demand-
ing that Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi retract her recent 
erroneous remarks on Tai-
wan and offer an explanation 
and apology.

People arrived at the rally 
holding signs with slogans such 
as “Retract remarks, oppose war,” 
“This is all because of Takaichi,” 
and “Takaichi step down,” and 
shouted out slogans like “Prevent 
the resurgence of militarism.”

At a Diet (Japanese Parlia-
ment) meeting on 7 November, 
Takaichi had claimed that the 
Chinese mainland’s “use of force 
on Taiwan” could constitute a 
“survival-threatening situation” for 
Japan and implied the possibility of 
armed intervention in the Taiwan 
Strait. Takaichi later insisted that 
her remarks were in line with the 
government’s longstanding view 
and refused to retract the remarks.

Several protesters at the scene 
demanded that Takaichi take 
responsibility for her remarks 
regarding Taiwan and resign as 
prime minister.

Protester Haruko Oki told 
Xinhua that she was “very shocked” 
when she saw Takashi making the 
statement in the Diet on television, 
which was “extremely inappro-
priate” and “carried a dangerous 
political bias.”

“We don’t want someone like 
this to be prime minister,” Oki said, 
adding that the prime minister’s 
inappropriate remarks on such a 
sensitive matter raised concerns 
among ordinary citizens about her 
political leanings.

Protester Okahara told Xinhua 
that recently the number of Chinese 
visitors at many tourist attractions 
in Japan has decreased significantly, 
starting to hit the tourism industry.

“What exactly does Takaichi 
want to achieve? Why did she make 
such remarks that would provoke 
a neighbouring country? It’s truly 
incomprehensible,” she said.

Okahara said that Takaichi 
should be held responsible for the 
diplomatic and economic conse-
quences caused by her remarks. 
“She must sincerely apologise, 
retract her statement, and resign 
as prime minister. Such a person 
is not suitable for participating in 
politics.”

Mizuho Fukushima, leader of 
Japan’s Social Democratic Party, 
also attended the rally. In an inter-
view with Xinhua, she pointed out 
that Takaichi’s remarks on Taiwan 
are pushing Japan toward war, 
and that “such a political stance is 
absolutely unacceptable!”

Fukushima emphasised that 
such remarks would only provoke 
the situation and exacerbate ten-
sions, stressing that Japan should 
adhere to peaceful diplomacy and 
resolve regional tensions through 
dialogue and diplomatic means, 
rather than preparing for war or 
pushing for an escalation of regional 
tensions.

Takaichi’s Taiwan remarks 
have drawn strong criticism from 
legal scholars, anti-war groups 
and opposition parties at home. A 
large segment of Japanese public 
opinion holds that Takaichi’s state-
ment violated the commitment 
made by the Japanese government 
in the 1972 Japan-China Joint 
Statement and clearly contradicted 
Japan’s long-standing foreign policy 
towards China, which was bound 
to cause unnecessary tension in 
the region. 
Xinhua  
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The West is at it again – led 
by the US with the spineless 
backing of the other members 
of the UN security council, Pal-
estine is being made to play 
roulette with an Israeli gun 
to its head. Heads you lose, 
tails we win.

The Trump – or as it is euphe-
mistically called, “Comprehensive” 
– Plan is neither a plan for peace 
for the Palestinians, nor is it com-
prehensive in any sense other than 
giving Israel everything it wants.

For the Palestinians history 
is repeating itself, with Western 
countries deciding their fate over 
their heads, capitulating to Zionist 
pressure, without bothering to con-
sult or involve them in the process.

The Palestinian Authority being 
coerced into approving the plan 
does not legitimise it. It is born of 
the belief that we, the West, have 
the right to determine the fate of 
other countries or peoples – the 
only right we recognise is might.

FROM CARVE-UP  
TO NAKBA

First, during the World War I, 
the UK’s Sir Mark Sykes and Fran-
cois Picot for the French carved up 
the Middle East. Britain got and 
occupied Palestine. British MP 
Balfour gave it away in 1917.

As the film Palestine 36 shows, 
Britain ruled Palestine brutally until 
after the second world war, putting 
down the Palestinian general strike 
and rebellion using and concentra-
tion camps and terror tactics learnt 
in India. All the time Britain was 
aiding and abetting Jewish settle-
ment, culminating in allowing the 
Nakba to take place in 1948.

The decades of colonial rule 
and occupation the Palestinians 
have suffered is a direct result of 
successive British governments’ 
decisions and complicity at every 
step of the way. This is not someone 
else’s mess – it is theirs. A wrong 
the UK owes to Palestinians today 
to put right.

ILLEGALITY
Ironically 29 November is the 

UN Day of Solidarity with Palestine. 
When the UN voted to create Israel 
in 1948, it had no such power – its 
charter does not give it the power 
to bring countries into existence 
taking over occupied land. 

Neither does the UN security 
council have the legal authority 
to agree, approve and implement 
Trump’s plan, which is in direct 
contravention of all international 
law regarding self-determination.

The US feels free to ignore the 
many resolutions on Palestine 
passed by the general council and 
the rulings of the International 
Court of Justice when it doesn’t suit 
them, but gets the security council 
to jump to its bidding to legitimise 
its plan concocted with the Israelis 
and now being imposed onto the 
Palestinian people.

The Palestinian people would 
not need days of solidarity if the 
UN – and the Western countries 
that run it – had used its powers 
to make Israel comply with inter-
national law for the last 70 years, 
or even more so over the last two.

How many red lines does Israel 
have to cross before the world acts? 
Seemingly as many as it wants.

Instead, the security council 
decision legitimises Israel’s actions 
and behaviours over decades. It 
does not mention self-determi-
nation, the occupation, the West 
Bank, settlements, settler violence, 
the wall or Jerusalem. Let alone the 
genocide, apartheid, reparations 
and the many breaches of inter-
national law Israel has committed.

Israel is let off scot-free – it 
is not even on bail for its crimes. 
It is left in complete control of 
everything, with new enlarged 
buffer zones, a security perimeter 
and no timetable or commitment 
for withdrawal from Gaza – let 
alone recognition of a Palestinian 
state, only a vague reference to it 
being considered in some “never 
ever land” future.

COLONIAL
There is no role for the Palestin-

ians – they can’t be trusted unless 
vetted and approved. It is the victim 
that has been found guilty and is 
being punished. A new colonial 
construct is being imposed – an 
Orwellian-named “Board of Peace” 
backed up by an “International 
Stabilisation Force.”

This is an imposition of a new 
“no-end-in-sight” colonial regime. 
The role of these organisations is 
not to end the occupation, rather 
to manage that occupation.

Not only does it resolve no 
issues in Gaza, leaving millions still 
starving among the rubble and the 
ecocide that was their fertile land, 
it allows Israel to renew the war in 
the West Bank untroubled by Gaza 
– the West is defending its rear.

Settlers and the Israeli military 
have become indistinguishable, 
morphing from one to the other, 
all armed by the Israeli state.

Violence and destruction in 
Palestinian villages is reaching 
unprecedented heights. It being 
harvest time, olive trees are being 
destroyed at will.

COLLECTIVE CRIME
The excellent UN Special Rap-

porteur Francesca Albanese in her 
latest report has made clear that 
the Gaza genocide is a collective 
crime – “third states” like Britain, 
France and many others cannot 
hide behind Israel and the US, 
saying “it wasn’t us.”

Even the security council deci-
sion gives them no cover from 
failing to make good their com-
mitments under international law.

Albanese identifies four areas 
where the West has aided and abet-
ted Israel. We shielded Israel by our 
diplomatic and political actions. 
We maintained military ties, sup-
plying the means. Facilitated the 
weaponisation of humanitarian aid. 
Maintained or increased economic 
relations and trade.

We have provided aid and assis-
tance to Israel’s unlawful occupa-
tion and genocide. So, with British 
and US companies being lined up 
to make a profit out of the carve-up 
of Gaza, the need for solidarity is 
greater than ever.

We need to bring the world’s 
attention to the con that is going on. 
There is no ceasefire, no peace, no 
solution for Palestine, just another 
generation of colonial rule. The 
ceasefire is being used by govern-
ments and the media to push Pal-
estine out of the news, to stop any 
pressure on Israel – instead we are 
endorsing Israel’s military victory 
and rewarding it for the genocide 
it has committed.

The UK’s Starmer government 
– now haunted by Tony Blair in 
zombie form, is more culpable 
than any other “third state,” and 
plays a proactive role in the gen-
ocide providing intelligence and 

military support. It is not a passive 
bystander.

The emergency resolution 
passed by this year’s UK Labour 
conference accepting the findings 
of the UN Inquiry on Genocide, 
shows that there remains a majority 
of Labour members who support 
Palestine – a view not represented 
by its current leadership who imme-
diately disowned the resolution.

The UN Day of Solidarity is an 
opportunity to renew our commit-
ment to build a global alliance that 
will help bring about self-determi-
nation for Palestine, not allowing 
Western companies to profit from 
the genocide we have supported. 
This means BDS, Boycott, Divest-
ment and Sanctions – Bigger, 
Deeper, Stronger.
(adapted from) Morning Star  
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Palestine: the victim  
has been found guilty

Rally for Palestine in Boorloo/Perth, September 2025.

‘Please return our bomb’
FK
In a reminder that Gaza and Palestine are not the only places 
being attacked by Israel, one of their bombs has failed to go off 
in Lebanon.
The USA is very generous with bombs, especially when it 
comes to Israel, which has access to a lot of the USA’s arsenal. 
It’s usually a straightforward transaction. The USA sends the 
weapons to Israel, and Israel’s IDF uses those weapons to 
practice collective punishment and genocide, as well as to 
intimidate neighbouring countries.
In the case of the GBU-39 bomb, the USA is asking for the 
return of the weapon, not from the Israelis, but from the people 
they dropped it on.
According to the Jerusalem Post, US officials have asked 
Lebanon to return a GBU-39 that was aimed at Beirut while the 
Israeli Air Force was attacking that city. The Israelis killed Ali 
Tabatabi and four other people in an attack on the Lebanese 
capital, but one GBU-39 failed to detonate. 
The Post reports that the GBU-39 is a ‘glide bomb’ which can 
glide up to 110 km after being dropped, so that the aircraft 
can stay out of range of the people being bombed.  There are 
many glide bombs, but the GBU-39 has an especially efficient 
warhead, as well as guidance systems and GPS.
The USA is worried that this bomb could fall into Chinese or 
Russian hands, so they’re requesting its return from the people 
Israel has dropped it on.


