
Roger McKenzie

Donald Trump’s ‘Board of 
Peace’ was slammed as a 
“board of war” by campaigners 
on the day the US president 
launched it at Davos.

With the US president in 
exclusive control and membership 
mainly comprising despots and 
far-right leaders, the board’s first 
task will be to impose a free-mar-
ket property development regime 
on Gaza.

Representatives of only 19 
countries and the United States 
attended the board’s glitzy launch 
ceremony at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

Trump is named in the charter 
as a member and chairman for life, 
even beyond the end of his presi-
dential term.

Just 23 nations have signed up 
so far. They are Albania, Argen-
tina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bela-
rus, Egypt, Hungary, Indonesia, 
Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, 
Kuwait, Mongolia, Morocco, Paki-
stan, Paraguay, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey, United Arab Emirates, 
Uzbekistan, and Vietnam.

“With a charter, mandate and 
membership like this, it’s very 
clear that this is a board of war,” a 
spokeswoman for the Stop the War 
Coalition commented.

“Far from a remit to bring 
peace and justice to the Palestinian 
people, its intention is to continue 
ethnic cleansing plans in a way that 
is lucrative to Western capital.

“Because, in Trump’s inverted 
world, war is peace, colonialism is 
progress and genocide is prosper-
ity,” she added.

“This isn’t for the United States, 
this is for the world,” the US pres-
ident proclaimed.

“I think we can spread it out 
to other things as we succeed in 
Gaza,” he added, repeating his 
view that the board could replace 
some United Nations functions and 
perhaps even make that entire body 
obsolete one day. 

But he was more conciliatory 
in his remarks on the sidelines of 
the forum.

“We’ll do it in conjunction with 
the UN,” Trump said, even as he 
attacked the UN for doing what he 
said wasn’t enough to calm some 
conflicts around the globe.

Voicing growing concerns 
over how the board could be used 
to undermine the UN, China has 
declined to participate.

“China has always practised 
true multilateralism. No matter 
how the international situation 
changes, China firmly upholds the 
UN-centred international system,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo 
Jiakun said.

Norway and Sweden have 
indicated that they won’t partic-
ipate, after France also declined. 
French officials stressed that 
while they support the Gaza peace 
plan, they were also concerned 
the board could seek to replace 

the UN as the main venue for 
resolving conflicts.

Canada, Ukraine and the 
European Commission have also 
stood back. 

Britain will not take part, at 
least for now.

Foreign Secretary Yvette 
Cooper cited concerns about the 
possible involvement of Russia. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said that his country was still con-
sulting with Moscow’s “strategic 
partners” and studying the board’s 
plan before deciding whether to 
commit.

‘REAL ESTATE’
The main focus of the plan, pre-

sented by Trump’s son-in-law Jared 
Kushner, is to redevelop Gaza as a 
free-market real estate opportunity 
based on US investment.

The US president himself said 
he looked at Gaza as a “real estate 
person at heart. Look at this loca-
tion on the sea – people that are 
living so poorly are going to be 
living so well, but it all began with 
the location.”

Britain’s former prime minister 
Tony Blair, who is to serve on an 
executive board subordinated to the 

main body, had a front row seat at 
the announcement.

Your Party MP Jeremy Corbyn 
said: “The people of Gaza deserve 
better than Trump’s gang of rogues. 
The Palestinian people – and only 
the Palestinian people – should 
determine their own future.”

The new Trump board will be 
charged with trying to push the 
deal forward and implement its 
challenging second phase, even 
though Palestinians in Gaza have 
seen little evidence of phase one.

Palestinians are not represented 
on the executive board carving up 
their future.

Months into the so-called cease-
fire, Gaza’s two million Palestinians 
continue to suffer the humanitarian 
crisis unleashed by more than two 
years of genocide. 

THE KILLING 
CONTINUES

Israeli forces have also contin-
ued their killing spree, causing the 
death of more than 470 Palestini-
ans since the ceasefire took effect 
on 10 October, according to Gaza’s 
Health Ministry. 

At least 77 have been killed by 

Israeli gunfire near an ill-defined 
ceasefire line that divides Israe-
li-held areas from those inhabited 
by most of Gaza’s Palestinian pop-
ulation, the ministry says.

Israeli forces killed at least 11 
Palestinians in Gaza on 21 January, 
including two 13-year-old boys, 
three journalists and a woman, 
hospitals said, making it one of 
the enclave‘s deadliest days since 
the ceasefire.

The new Trump board will be 
charged with trying to push the 
deal forward and implement its 
challenging second phase, even 
though Palestinians in Gaza have 
seen little evidence of phase one. 

The three Palestinian jour-
nalists killed recently died when 
their vehicle was hit by Israeli fire 
as they were filming a new dis-
placement camp managed by an 
Egyptian government committee 
in the Netzarim area, according to 
committee spokesman Mohammed 
Mansour.

He reported that the journalists 
had been documenting the com-
mittee’s work and that the strike 
occurred about three miles from 
the Israeli-controlled area. 

Continued on page 2
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MOURNING
We had a day of mourning. Then, not long after, 

we had a day of ‘celebration.’
There was a day of mourning for the victims of the 

Bondi shooting. Flags were at half-mast around the 
country. Solemn speeches were made in parliament. 
The victims of the abhorrent shootings were honoured.

The day of mourning came close to another, dif-
ferent day of mourning – 26 January, officially called 
‘Australia day’, but also known as ‘Invasion Day’ or 
‘Survival Day.’ Every person reading this editorial 
is probably familiar with the arguments around the 
day. There is genuine feeling over the day – from 
Indigenous people who have something to mourn – 
not just something that happened 238 years ago, but 
something that is still happening, as shown in rates of 
imprisonment and arrest, mortality rates, and num-
bers of children removed from parents. Indigenous 
Australians first marked the day as a day of mourning 
88 years ago, long before the date was officially made 
Australia Day in 1994.

There are many other days that could be given a 
national day of mourning and a resolve to try harder 
to address the causes of the deaths being mourned.  
Women are killed in family violence in numbers that 
should – but don’t – put the issue at the top of the 
government’s agenda. Children are being killed by 
an army Australia supports through contracts with 
its military industry, and through Australia’s part in 
the supply chains that bring bombers and drones to 
that country’s military.

Where’s their day of mourning?
The Bondi victims deserved to be mourned, and 

it’s the right thing to do to take action to stop such an 
attack happening again. That makes it all the worse 
that the atrocity is being used opportunistically to 
further shut down and criminalise protest against 
genocide. The mourning is valid.

Let’s also mourn the many other deaths Australia is 
complicit in through its cooperation with the ongoing 
genocide in Palestine.

CELEBRATION
Before Australia Day became as contested as it is 

now, it was a fairly feeble holiday, somewhere between 
the Queen/King’s birthday holiday and Victoria’s 
Moomba celebration. Governments tried to whip 
up enthusiasm for it with a series of embarrassing 
advertising campaigns.

When it comes to Invasion Day, genuine feelings 
came from Indigenous people, followed by a response 
whipped up by governments. They used racial hatred 
and guilt to divert Australia’s attention from the neo-
liberal devastation those governments were wreaking 
on the working class of the country. There’s also the 
‘anti-anti racism’ crowd, always protesting that they 
just love their country and pretending that the two 
antis don’t cancel each other out.

Some people say they just want to celebrate the 
country they love. What could be more innocent than 
that?

Communist Party of Australia members were out in 
force for Invasion Day events this year, as we are every 
year. You can read reports on page 5. One comrade, 
who was asked how the day went, reported on the 
overwhelmingly positive mood. Australians of every 
descriptions were at the event, cheering speakers and 
celebrating this country as it actually is – Aboriginal 
land. There is justified anger at all the steps that the 
country could have taken but hasn’t – like the 1991 
Royal Commission into Black Deaths in Custody, 
mostly still not acted on. There is also celebration of 
Aboriginal survival and culture. There’s a real sense 
of pride from seeing and celebrating the truth of this 
country: Aboriginal land, belonging to the oldest con-
tinuous human civilisation.
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Quote of the Week
“�About 400,000 hectares of  Victoria burned that week, with 
one fire leaping over the border into New South Wales. A 
man was killed – his body found 100m from his vehicle – 
towns were evacuated, over 300 structures destroyed and 
20,000 cattle. With a triple-dip La Nina over the last three 
years, this was supposed to be a mild year raising the 
question about how bad things will get when El Nino arrives 
again.”

Royce Kurmelovs, Raising Hell

From 27 February to 1 March 
2026, elected delegates rep-
resenting Communist Party 
organisations from all over 
Australia will gather in Mel-
bourne for the 15th National 
Congress of the Party. There 
will be an opening on the Fri-
day night, 27 February, to 
which all Guardian readers, 
their families and friends are 
invited. (Details will be pro-
vided in a future issue of the 
Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will 
discuss the work of the Party, make 
any amendments to and adopt a 
Political Resolution. In the lead-up 
to the Congress, Party members 
are discussing and submitting 

amendments to the draft Political 
Resolution. In January 2026 the 
Central Committee will consider 
these amendments and finalise the 
draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Cen-
tral Committee to lead the work of 
the Party until the next National 
Congress. As the highest body of 
the Party, it can also amend the 
Party’s Program and Constitution 
and adopt other resolutions as its 
delegates may determine.

The CPA has launched a Spe-
cial Appeal to help defray the costs 
associated with holding a National 
Congress. These are considerable 
with delegates coming from as far 
away as Perth, the printing of doc-
uments, etc.

We are appealing to Party 
members, organisations, and all 
friends and supporters of the Party, 
including Guardian readers, to 
help us reach our $10,000 target 
as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the 
form below or write your details on 
a separate piece of paper to send 
with your contribution. Payment by 
credit card can also be phoned in 
on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct 
credit details.

All contributions will be 
acknowledged in the Guardian, 
with the names of contributors 
unless otherwise requested. We 
look forward to your support for 
this important occasion.  

Congress Appeal

15th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal 
I, (Name) ........................................................
Address.................................................................................... 
wish to contribute $................ to the above Appeal. 

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash  
for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
For Credit Card payments fill out the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20 □ Visa □ Mastercard 
Name on the card ....................................
Signature: ......................................... 
Card Number __________ _________ ________ _________ 
Expiry Date ____/____

I agree/disagree to having my name published in the Guardian 
in acknowledgement of my contribution. 

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010  
or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

Direct credit details
BSB 062006 
Acct 00802169
or use the QR code.
Include “Congress Appeal” with 
transaction. If you want to be 
acknowledged in the Guardian 
(give name as it should appear).

Board of Peace?  
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Continued from page 1
The vehicle was known to Israel’s military as 

belonging to the committee, Mansour added. 
One journalist killed, Abdul Raouf Shaat, was a 

regular contributor to Agence France-Presse (AFP), 
but he was not on assignment for it at the time, the 
news agency said.

“Abdul was much loved by the AFP team covering 
Gaza. They remember him as a kind-hearted colleague,” 
the agency said in a statement that also demanded a 
full investigation into his death.

According to the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists, more than 200 Palestinian journalists and media 
workers have been killed in Gaza since the Israeli 
onslaught began in 2023.

Aside from rare, guided tours, Israel has barred 
international journalists from entering to cover the 
war. News organisations rely largely on Palestinian 
journalists and residents in Gaza to find out what is 
happening.

Israel’s military claimed to have spotted suspects 
who were operating a drone that posed a threat to 
its troops.

The two boys were killed in separate incidents. In 
one, a 13-year-old, his father and another man were 
hit by Israeli drones on the eastern side of the Bureij 
refugee camp, according to officials at al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Hospital in the central town of Deir al-Balah, which 
received the bodies.

Another 13-year-old was shot by troops in the 
eastern town of Bani Suheila, Nasser Hospital said 
after receiving the body.

His mother, Safaa al-Sharafy, said he had left to 
gather firewood for cooking.

“He went out in the morning, hungry,” she said, 
with tears running down her cheeks. “He told me he’d 
go quickly and come back.”
Morning Star (edited for space)  
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At the 25 November 2025 
Sydney Gay and Lesbian 
Mardi Gras (SGLMG) annual 
general meeting, Pride in Pro-
test moved three successful 
resolutions, including rec-
ommending that transgender 
rights be a central focus of 
the 2026 event. However, 
following a 50-day delay on 
confirming the status of these 
motions, the Mardi Gras 
Board has now determined 
to reject them.

The majority motions were all 
important, however it’s the rejec-
tion of prioritising transgender 

rights at this year’s event that’s 
particularly problematic due to 
recent attacks on trans rights, which 
have included Queensland’s denial 
of treatment for kids and a moral 
panic around trans inmates in the 
Northern Territory, while the US 
Trump administration spent 2025 
revoking trans rights.

Mardi Gras cochairs Kathy 
Pavlich and Mits Delisle broke 
the news to the SGLMG member-
ship via a 20 January 2026 email, 
in which they explained that the 
decision reflected the Australian 
Charities and Not-for-profits Com-
mission governance framework 

the organisation operates under, 
along with ensuring that “Mardi 
Gras’ values, strategic priorities, 
and long-term sustainability” are 
upheld.

“I moved the motions on trans 
rights and antidiscrimination 
reform, and they are the most pop-
ularly supported motions in AGM 
history,” Pride in Protest spokes-
person Evan Gray made clear in a 
21 January statement. 

“This is not only spitting in the 
face of trans people but the mem-
bership generally, by picking this 
horrendous fight in the lead up to 
the season.”

Gray further announced that 
Pride in Protest is calling for an 
extraordinary general meeting of 
the Mardi Gras board and member-
ship to further debate the outcome 
of the motions, as the majority 
of members sought to progress 
them. Gray added that as this 
great wave of conservatism washes 
over, people “need to be standing 
with the most marginalised, not 
the least.”

The first motion, the most sup-
ported AGM motion ever, sought 
to make trans rights a central focus 
for the 2026 festival and to con-
demn the Trump administration. 
The second was for the board to 
query MPs on their support for an 
overhaul of antidiscrimination law 
and if that support is not there then 
not welcome them to the event. The 
third involved Mardi Gras becoming 
publicly funded.

The SGLMG board cochairs 
suggested in their email that pro-
gressing the three resolutions was 
not in keeping with its “legal and 
fiduciary duties,” nor its “legal, 
financial, operational, reputational 
and safety considerations.”

The first Mardi Gras took place 
on Gadigal land in Sydney in 1978. 
It was an unauthorised street march 
made up of LGBTIQA+ people, 

who were calling for an end to the 
criminalisation of their diverse 
sexualities.

For this defiant move, the 
NSW police kettled the group and 
attacked them. Dozens of partici-
pants were arrested. The Sydney 
Morning Herald then outed these 
people in the press.

Pride in Protest was founded 
on the understanding that the 
corporatised Mardi Gras event of 
the present has lost its way. The 
left-leaning trans rights group called 
out corporate sponsors engaged in 
human rights abuses, along with 
calling for the end of conservative 
politicians participating, whilst 
most prominently, PiP has been 
loudly demanding for ‘cops out of 
Mardi Gras.’

A conservative pushback group 
is understood to have the backing 

of both the Labor Party and the 
Liberals.

“The motions that passed at the 
AGM were both basic and follow 
a well-set precedent of a similar 
motion passed at the 2023 AGM, 
where members directed the board 
to write to state MPs in support of 
Alex Greenwich’s Equality Bill,” 
Pride in Protest members and past 
SGLMG board member Luc Velez 
explained.

As Velez put it in ending, “the 
current board is either ignorant of 
the organisation’s recent history 
of advocacy or is deliberately mis-
representing member democracy 
as a ‘governance risk’ in service of 
Labor politicians, like Albanese and 
Minns, who have shown no interest 
in standing up for our community.”
Sydney Criminal Lawyers  
(edited for space)  

Richard Denniss

Australia’s health system is in crisis 
and, while the tensions over funding 
between state and territory leaders 
and the Commonwealth are at an all-
time high, people desperately waiting 
for medical help need real action, not 
performative posturing.

The current standoff between the Com-
monwealth and the states over hospital 
funding has been framed as a failure of 
negotiation but the root cause is a failure 
of imagination.

The reason the state of our hospitals, 
schools and other essential services are 
getting worse is that, while Australia is one 
of the richest countries in the world, our 
governments act as if we are poor.

Forget all the nonsense about Australia 
being a high-tax country. If we were to collect 
just the average amount of tax taken in by 
OECD countries, we could spend an extra 
$100 billion per year on services.

Most of our financial woes can be traced 
back to the Howard government. Back in 1999 
John Howard and Peter Costello relied on 
state and territory leaders to persuade the 
public that their GST was a good idea. But 
back then Howard and Costello promised 
the public, and the premiers, that the GST 
would be a “growth tax” that would provide 
a reliable and growing revenue base.

That wasn’t true.
In reality, GST revenue has grown more 

slowly than the economy for decades. Indeed, 
if GST revenue had kept pace with GDP, then 
the states and territories would have been 
$231 billion better off since 2000.

Just this year alone the states and terri-
tories will miss out on more than $20 billion 
compared with what was originally promised 
by the GST deal.

But while spending on doctors, nurses, 
and new medicines are rising fast, the poorly 
designed GST is stuck in the slow lane.

This structural reality means negotiating 
tactics and blame shifting between the Com-
monwealth and the states and territories will 
do nothing to cure the underlying problem. 

Instead of starting a new conversation 
about how to make our health system healthy, 
our elected leaders are stuck in stalled nego-
tiations about Band-Aid solutions.

The states need more revenue, and the 
Commonwealth is giving away huge amounts 
of the gas we export for free.

If Labor introduced the 25 per cent tax 
on all gas exports proposed by the ACTU, 
it would collect an additional $17 billion 
per year.

It could give any or all of that new reve-
nue to the states to be divided up in the same 
way the Commonwealth Grants Commission 
divvies up the GST.

There’s nothing in the Constitution that 
says the GST is the only way to collect money 
for the states and territories.

Australia is one of the world’s largest 
exporters of gas yet most of the big new 

export gas wells in Commonwealth waters 
pay zero royalties and often zero Petroleum 
Resource Rent Tax.

Indeed, the Commonwealth collects 
more each year from HECS than it collects 
from the PRRT.

Just as Band-Aids can hide an infected 
wound, endless negotiations about how 
best to divide up the shrinking GST pie are 
hiding the truth.

Australia is rich enough that we can give 
more than half the gas we export away for 
free. We are rich enough to spend $14 billion 
per year on fossil fuel subsidies.

And, if we choose to, we are rich enough 
to spend a lot more on health, education, 
and other essential services. 
Australia Institute (edited for space)  

Rich country, poor healthcare

Transgender Day of Visibility, Naarm/Melbourne, 2023.  
Photo: matthrkac.com.au – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Call for special general meeting as  
Mardi Gras rejects centring trans rights

Photo: Leonard J Matthews – flickr.com (CC BY-ND 2.0)
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Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance (MEAA) members have 
condemned the vicious and specious attacks on cartoonist 
member Cathy Wilcox, and call on Nine Entertainment to stand 
by its Charter of Editorial Independence and support staff who 
face online harassment.
Wilcox’s cartoon “Grass roots” is a comment on the political mo-
tivations and power dynamics behind the push for a Royal Com-
mission into the ISIS-inspired terrorist attack at a Jewish Hanuk-
kah event at Bondi Beach on 14 December 2025.
Commentary and analysis is the job of journalists and cartoon-
ists. People have the right to disagree with or dislike the com-
mentary published by journalists. 
Audiences taking offence at works of opinion or analysis cannot 
be a reason to silence legitimate political comment.
Cathy Wilcox is an award-winning cartoonist, one of the best 
Australia has ever produced. Her illustrated commentary is pithy, 
insightful and sensitive.
Her employers at Nine Entertainment failed in their duty of care 
by apologising for her work, calling it “divisive” and distancing 
themselves from the cartoon. MEAA demands Nine manage-
ment demonstrates its commitment to backing staff when they 
are attacked for doing their job and demands that Nine manage-
ment resist the pressure of coordinated lobbying campaigns.
The relentless, unfounded and coordinated attacks on Wilcox 
follow similar campaigns to silence journalists, artists and en-
tertainers who have been critical of the Israeli government and 
its supporters since 2023 at the ABC, Melbourne Symphony Or-
chestra, Sydney Theatre Company, and elsewhere.
As the government now looks to further limit free speech through 
new hate speech laws, and seeks to regulate publicly funded 
broadcasters and arts institutions by implementing the Special 
Envoy’s Plan to Combat Antisemitism, MEAA members demand 
the principles of press freedom, and freedom of speech and ar-
tistic expression, be respected and heeded.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Carnival Cruises. Victorian union 
members have backed the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) 
campaign to end  extreme exploitation on Carnival Cruises ships 
based in Australia.
MUA Organiser Shane Reside said, “Carnival Cruises is paying 
its crew as little as $2.50 an hour to work on its Australian cruise 
ships. It’s disgusting – this has got to be the worst labour ex-
ploitation we have ever seen, and it’s happening in plain sight.”
Carnival Cruises has three ships home-ported in Australia and 
exploits a loophole in the Coastal Trading Act flying workers in 
from some of the poorest economies on earth to work on short-
term contracts sailing up and down the Australian coast. Work-
ers have reported being made to work in excess of 10 hours 
a day for more than a month without a break, going for weeks 
trapped working below deck without seeing daylight.
Danae Bosler, Assistant Secretary at Victorian Trades Hall 
Council said “There is not a single ordinary Victorian who thinks 
that paying people $2.50 an hour to work in Australia is okay. 
This is such an extreme example of what billionaires will try and 
get away with if they think no one is looking. The Victorian un-
ion movement has a message for Carnival Cruises: if you think 
you can bring your ships of shame to Melbourne without a fight 
you’ve got another think coming.”
Adam Portelli, deputy CE from the Media, Entertainment & Arts 
Alliance says there are many Australian performers, musicians 
and backstage crew working on these ships alongside the inter-
national crew.
“We stand in support of our members’ and their co-workers 
rights – including fair compensation for their work and good 
working conditions – regardless of their country of origin. Taking 
advantage of any worker via a legislative loophole is unaccept-
able,” Portelli said.
Shane Reside noted, “Carnival has imported the labour condi-
tions of Bali or Phuket to Australia but are still charging passen-
gers Australian fares. Where does all that money go? Straight in-
to the pockets of the multi-billionaire American owner. This is an 
ultra-profitable dirty racket, plain and simple.”

The following piece is a call to action from 
organisers of the Boorloo/Perth rally of 26 
January.
26 January is a day of mourning where we 
remember the many who have resisted and 
suffered under the yoke of settler colonialism.

We remembered this year is the 200-year anni-
versary of the invasion and continued occupation 
of Albany, Menang Country in the South West of 
Noongar Country.

We ask that the Commonwealth government of 
Australia enact their constitutional power to make laws 
and policies for First Nations People and implement 
all the recommendations of the Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, UN Mandela rules, 
UN Rights of the Child, International Red Cross and 
UN Minnesota Guidelines on Investigating Deaths in 
Custody and Help Way Earlier Report on Child Justice.

We demand governments implement independent 
investigations into deaths in custody based on the 
International Red Cross Guidelines and the UN Min-
nesota Protocols for investigating deaths in custody.

We ask all Royal Commission into Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody recommendations be implemented 
especially, Recommendation 150 PBS, Medicare, holis-
tic healthcare, mental health and addiction treatment 
in all justice institutions. Recommendation 122 – all 
justice workers to have a duty of care.

End the ongoing lockdowns in all justice insti-
tutions, increase staffing, improve education and 
working conditions for staff, based on UN Mandela 
prison rules.

We need halfway houses and better support on 
release from child justice institutions and prisons.

We need bail houses. We have too many unsen-
tenced prisoners who can’t meet bail requirements.

We demand Housing Justice for our community. 
End Homelessness and the housing crisis. Shelter is 
a basic human right. End three-strike eviction in WA 
social housing. Increase support for homelessness 
services.

Our charities cannot meet demand, many feeling 
burnt out. People and children are living in cars and on 
the streets cold and hungry. To immediately address 
the homeless crisis – allow camping grounds and the 
use of the WA Bullsbrook Quarantine Centre, which 
has 1,000 beds and is empty.

We demand all the recommendations in the Help 
Way Earlier report, especially recommendation 4, to 
establish a children’s Act, based on the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child and a Federal human 
rights Act based on international law.

Close Unit 18 (A juvenile security facility in Boor-
loo’s Casuarina). We need smaller therapeutic centres 
on Country as recommended in Help way early report.

Independent investigations into police complaints 
and abuse of power.

Good culturally appropriates employment oppor-
tunities for First Nations people.

Increase support and healthcare for our Elders, 
stop cuts to Elder care and home support.

We want comprehensive, trauma-informed mental 
health and addiction care.

Protect Noongar Country, biodiversity, forest 
regeneration, healthy soils, sustainable agriculture, 
native pastures, cockatoo feeding forests and mini 
forests for urban areas.

Truth Telling and education and record the stories 
of our Elders.

With grassroots Truth Telling and education with 
can empower the community and together fight for 
real change.

Thank you.
Uncle Hedley Hayward, Noongar Elder and Co 

Convenor of the Noongar Justice Network. Rally 
Organiser.

Uncle Herbert Bropho, Noongar Elder and Rally 
Organiser.

Fabian Yarran, Noongar Elder and Rally Organiser.
National Indigenous Times  

Invasion Day  
call to action
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CPA comrades joined the crowd of 
nearly 2,000 protesters at the Boor-
loo invasion day rally. The speakers 
were impassioned and engaging, but 
40 minutes into the event police started 
to push their way onstage. First the 
organisers told the crowd to stay put 
and insisted that the rally go ahead as 
intended but later as the crowd was 
being pushed back by the increasing 
police presence, there was mention 
over the microphone of a bomb threat.

There was significant confusion as the 
crowd was pushed out of the square force-
fully and without real communication. We 
were effectively kettled in as the other end of 
the area was blocked off to allow the ‘March 
for Australia’ protesters to use the road. As 
elders and protesters were forced to move, 
the crowd was panicked and confused as little 
information was given to what was happening. 

Eventually speeches resumed in this new area, 
until the police decided to push the crowds 
away from the square. Once the road had 
seemingly been cleared the protesters contin-
ued through the original marching route and 
from there we settled for more speeches and 
yarns at the Supreme Court gardens. Later it 
became evident that a glass device filled with 
ball bearings, screws and an unidentified liquid 
was thrown into the crowd and that there 
has been an arrest made in what the police 
describe as an intended mass casualty event.

The event was a reminder of the impact 
culturally unresponsive policing can have 
when engaging with Indigenous people and 
how the threat of far-right extremism is an 
ever-growing reality for protesters, activists, 
and anyone who the right views as a target. 
It was good to see so many CPA members 
visibly flying the flag and showing solidarity 
with first nations peoples.  

Boorloo (Perth)

Naarm comrades turned out for 
the Invasion Day event and arrived 
in time for a smoking ceremony 
in front of Parliament. A huge and 
diverse crowd, estimated at 10,000.  
Speakers included Uncle Gary Foley, 
Uncle Robbie Thorpe, Celeste Liddle, 
Wurrundjeri man Thane Garvey, and 
Tarrneed Onus Browne from Warriors 
of the Aboriginal Resistance.

CPA comrades carried our ‘Always was, 
always will be’ banner as well as ‘No pride 
in genocide’ banners. Of course we used the 

Guardian Invasion Day cover story and the 
centre page poster.

Speakers connected the genocide prac-
ticed here with the genocide being inflicted 
on Palestine, and demanded to know when 
the Royal Commission into Black Deaths 
in Custody recommendations will be acted 
on. The Victorian government was rightly 
criticised for its backflips on bail conditions.

There was a positive mood. We cheered 
the use of Aboriginal song and language as 
we set off on the march.  

“Don’t celebrate 1788” and “No pride 
in genocide” were among the slogans 
and demands at the Invasion Day rally 
in Sydney’s Hyde Park this year. For 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities 26 January is a Day of 
Mourning, marking the start of the 
invasion and colonisation of this coun-
try, the mass genocide of First Nations 
peoples, and the dispossession of cul-
tural practices, language and Country. 
First Nations communities have differ-
ent names for 26 January, including 
Invasion Day, Survival Day, and Day 
of Mourning.

Invasion Day is an important time to 
stand in solidarity with First Nations people 
in their calls for justice on this land. Around 
Australia, children from the age of 10 can be 
incarcerated. Many of these children have a 
cognitive or neurological disability, and are 
exposed to really traumatic experiences and 
environments, as well as practices that are 

practically torture, such as spithoods, often 
while they are being held in remand – i.e. they 
haven’t been found guilty of a crime and are 
awaiting their trial.

Demands for change:
•  All State and Territory governments 

must raise the minimum age of criminal 
responsibility to at least 14, in line with 
international standards.

•  End the use of torturous practices in 
youth detention, including isolation, 
prolonged lockdowns, restraints and 
other inhumane and cruel treatment.

•  Investment in First Nations-led 
justice initiatives and culturally safe, 
community-driven solutions that 
strengthen families and keep children out 
of the justice system.

•  An end to the use of torturous practices 
such as spit hoods and detaining kids in 
adult watch houses.

•  A national youth justice framework.  

Naarm (Melbourne)

Gadigal land (Sydney)

Tarndanya/Adelaide was a blistering 
45 degrees for Invasion Day, but com-
rades still turned up and marched with 
about 1,000 people from Victoria St 
to Parliament and back for speeches. 
CPA comrades and the Greens worked 
together to hand out free water, sun 

screen, watermelon and ice. The large 
turnout shows that people in Adelaide 
oppose the celebration of such a pain-
ful day for Aboriginal people and want 
to centre the day around Aboriginal 
sorrow and survival.  

Tarndanya (Adelaide)

Invasion Day
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In 2024 the Albanese Labor govern-
ment passed the Getting the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
Back on Track No. 1 Bill which had 
the aim of cutting costs. It has so far 
exceeded expectations by cutting budg-
ets for plans and knocking participants 
off the scheme. Now they are using 
robo assessments of applications and 
for reviews of existing plans.

The Guardian warned at the time: 
“Getting the NDIS Back on Track Bill No 1 
Bill, the first in a series of bills, aims to gut 
the National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS) and arbitrarily cap costs by kicking 
people off the scheme, making cuts to existing 
participants’ plans, and making it harder to 
join the scheme.” (“Bill to kill NDIS,” #2103, 
17 June 2024)

Not only would the legislation destroy 
the essence of the NDIS, but it would also 
ruin thousands of lives. “What we’re watch-
ing unfold in the NDIS space is an extraor-
dinarily cynical play. The government is 
trying to make sweeping changes that will 
kick disabled people off the scheme and cut 
critical supports. All on the premise that 
the scheme is being weaponised by crooks,” 
Greens Senator Jordon Steele-John posted 
on social media.

SAVAGE CUTS
These warnings proved too true. Rick 

Morton, writing in The Saturday Paper, 
reports that since May 2025 tens of thou-
sands of participants are now on reduced 
plans and many more have lost flexibility 
due to restructured payments.

Almost a third of participants in the NDIS 
whose plans have been reassessed since 
May last year have had their total support 
packages cut by an average of 22.5 per cent.

“The Australian parliament’s recent data 
related to the NDIS paints a picture of an 
agency using the full suite of its new powers 
and resources to cut costs, in a generational 
redesign that was sold as a mission to tackle 
fraud, but which has clamped down heavily 
on participant support,” Morton said.

MORE CUTS TO COME
Now parliament is considering another 

bill to cut costs. In this instance the bill 
is presented as giving the NDIS Quality 

and Safeguards Commission “more of the 
powers it needs to be more responsive to 
protect participants from abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation,” according to Senator Anthony 
Chisolm in his second reading speech.

The National Disability Insurance 
Scheme Amendment (Integrity and Safe-
guarding) Bill 2025 includes increased 
penalties and even the possibility of jail time.

Senator Chisolm calls the increased pen-
alties “a more proportionate, reasonable and 
effective response to these types of aggravated 
breaches of the NDIS Act.”

“At the same time, it will make minor 
changes that will support the NDIA [National 
Disability Insurance Agency] in improving the 
experience of participants,” he says, making 
an art of political spin and weasel words.

“The availability of a higher penalty aims 
to enable a more proportionate, reasonable 
and effective response to these types of aggra-
vated breaches of the NDIS Act.”

Labor spent taxpayers’ money on pollsters 
RedBridge Group to find the best messaging 
to sell the biggest planned changes to the 
scheme. That messaging suggested a focus 
on fraud and rorting could increase “toler-
ance” to other, not so acceptable changes.

This latest bill contains at least one provi-
sion that would be extremely hard to sell on 
its own. Buried in the bill is a section giving 
the NDIA the power to adjust plans, and 
hence funding, without another assessment 
or even consultation or warning.

While Chisolm claims it could be used 
“if a participant receives a lump sum com-
pensation payment that is relevant to NDIS 
funding which pays for a similar disability 
support,” there does not appear to be any-
thing to prevent its abuse with arbitrary, 
unexplained cuts.

ROBO ASSESSMENTS
Academic Georgia Van Toorn, in Guard-

ian Australia has reported on plans to intro-
duce a fully automated assessment scheme 
that could approve and review plans for 
participants and applicants. 

People with disability and their advocacy 
groups are horrified at the prospect of yet 
another impersonal, automated scheme. The 
wellbeing, health, safety, and even lives of 
people with disability are being put at risk 
in yet another inhumane system. Remember 
the horrors of robo-debt!

“Our concerns about the use of 

automation in New Framework Planning are 
compounded by changes to review pathways, 
which appear to narrow the grounds on which 
decisions can be challenged and limit the 
scope of the Administrative Review Tribunal 
(ART), which cannot vary a participant’s plan 
and can only trigger a reassessment by the 
original decision-maker,” a statement by 12 
leading disability representative organisations 
says damning the proposal.

“This would significantly limit partici-
pants’ ability to correct errors or challenge 
flawed assumptions. At the same time, there 
is currently no clear guarantee that written 
evidence provided by participants will be 
considered in these processes. We are deeply 
concerned that these changes, combined with 
increasing automation, will create significant 
risks, particularly for people with the highest 
support needs.

“This is well-established across other 
sectors: algorithms built from ‘average’ cases 
consistently fail those whose experiences sit at 
the margins – including women, First Nations 
people, culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities, and people with disability.”

To put it another way, people with 
disabilities who urgently need help could 
be arbitrarily booted from the NDIS by an 
algorithm.

‘Average’ cases that fail to adequately 
take into account complex cases and other 
critical factors lay the foundations for yet 
another means of cost-cutting.

The statement continues: “Computer-gen-
erated decisions also cannot explain how 
they reached a conclusion, what assumptions 
were prioritised, or whether the model was 
designed to minimise cost or standardise 
prices across vastly different geographic, 
service contexts and thin markets. People 
cannot meaningfully challenge a decision 
if they cannot see or understand how it was 
made. When this opacity is combined with 
weaker review rights, participants face the 

real risk of being unable to contest flawed 
assumptions.”

PUNITIVE & CRUEL
The NDIS system is being rorted to the 

tune of billions of dollars a year and instead 
of addressing the source of rorting – large 
for-profit corporations – thousands of vulner-
able participants and would-be participants 
are taking a hit.

Spinal Life Australia, a disability and care 
advocacy group, warns that foreign-owned 
private operators and private equity firms 
are grabbing a growing share of the NDIS 
and other care services, using government 
subsidies to generate profits that never return 
to Australian communities.

Spinal Life Australia CEO Mark Townend 
says the situation is undermining the long-
term sustainability of the entire system. “Suc-
cessive federal governments have struggled 
to manage the growing cost of Australia’s 
care economy – yet little has been done to 
address the fundamental problem.

“Right now, taxpayer money that’s 
meant to support Australians with disability, 
older Australians, and working families are 
being turned into profits for foreign share-
holders. That’s not just unsustainable – it’s 
unacceptable.”

Townend notes that the billions of dol-
lars are being syphoned offshore in profits is 
money not spent on support workers, therapy, 
home care, training, quality improvement, 
or community infrastructure.

“Every dollar that leaves Australia in 
profit is a dollar not spent on improving care 
quality, growing the workforce, or delivering 
better outcomes for participants. It’s public 
money – not private capital – and it should 
stay here.”

Rorting and profiteering is built into the 
system. Nationalising the NDIS could save 
billions of dollars more than punishing and 
cruel cuts to participant funding.  

Graphic: wannapik.com (CC0)

Robo-cuts for NDIS

Invasion Day Turrbal Land (Brisbane)

people with disabilities 
who urgently need help 

could be arbitrarily 
booted from the NDIS 

by an algorithm
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A Carruthers

I was pleased to co-lead the 
41st Southern Cross Brigade 
to Cuba with Ana Borges and 
10 wonderful brigadistas who 
were wonderful ambassa-
dors for the Cuban solidarity 
movement in Australia and 
Australia Cuba Friendship 
Society (ACFS) organisations 
throughout the country. I hope 
that the following highlights 
can encourage those who are 
sitting on the fence to con-
sider attending the upcoming 
May Day Brigade or the next 
Southern Cross Brigade in 
December.
1. Art and culture: Korimakao, 
Abel Prieto

We witnessed the best of Cuban 
art and culture, from the social art 
project of Korimakao to Cuban 
experiments in advanced cultural 
production. Korimakao is a social 
art project where promising art-
ists of all ages live together and 
work on projects to serve their 
local community, bring art to the 
masses, to schools and institutions, 
and advance artistic production in 
new and innovative directions. Abel 
Prieto, Minister of Culture, spoke 
about Cuba’s approach to art, the 
importance of “homeland is human-
ity,” and the Cuban contemporary 
view of art, which embraces of cul-
tural traditions and an acceptance 
of innovation and the new, even 
conceptual art. Cuban culture is 
not rigid or dogmatic, and is open 
to LGBTQIA+ expression.
2. Quisicuaba: assisted life 
centre

We had the great pleasure of 
doing voluntary work at Quisicuaba, 
a revolutionary, religious-spirit-
ualist organisation supported by 
the government since the 1990s. 
As a centre for assisted living it is 
a place for people without parents, 
gender diverse and HIV people, 

and people who live on the streets, 
to receive care, live securely, and 
thrive. 269 people live there. We 
worked the land around the centre 
to plant crops. For brigadistas it 
was a moving experience to dance 
with the inhabitants of Quisicuaba 
as they collectively recited poetry, 
and bear witness to this extraor-
dinary socialist and humanistic 
experiment.
3. Las Terrazas: socialist ecol-
ogy in power

Our visit to Las Terrazas, a 
socialist ecological model village, 
was enlightening. Las Terrazas 
is a UNESCO bio-reserve on a 
former slave coffee plantation. 
Descendants have French names. 
Houses  are free of charge. Occu-
pants only pay for basics like elec-
tricity and water. 750 people live 
there, with schools, doctors, and 
a community living a good life on 
the surrounding resources. They 
have planted six million hardwoods 
of different species; mahogany, 
teak, eucalyptus, cedar pine, and 
hibiscus. The Cuban national bird, 
the Tocororo, can be spotted. The 
resident families have planted one 
million resource-giving plants like 
mango, guava, papaya, grapefruit, 
avocado and breadfruit. The town 
relies largely on solar power. 
4. AgroVivo: sustainable 
agriculture

Our time at AgroVivo was 
especially rewarding. ACFS pro-
grams across Australia have long 
supported this initiative for regen-
erative and profitable agricultural 
systems. We worked in harsh 
sun to break soil for the tomato 
plantation while the other half of 
our Australian delegation planted 
pumpkin seeds. We felt a special 
fraternal bond with Juan Rodri-
guez Vega and Breisy Sosa Garcia, 
our farmer-hosts, also Commu-
nist Party members, citing their 
friendship with Comrade Vinnie 
Molina, National President of the 

Communist Party of Australia. 
Brigadistas especially enjoyed these 
moments of voluntary manual 
labour. Long live AgroVivo!
5. New production relations: 
Gladys Hernandez

Our voluntary work in Cuba 
came at an extremely difficult time 
– it was punctuated by the US terror 
attack on Venezuela and the kidnap-
ping of National Assembly member 
Cilia Flores and President of Ven-
ezuela Nicolás Maduro. Cuba and 
Venezuela are sister nations; two 
days of mourning were observed.

These attacks, on the back 
of the criminal US Blockade on 
both nations, have caused untold 
hardship. 

Cuba is changing fast. The story 
of Cuba’s present struggle is the 
tension between developing the 
social productive forces at home and 
navigating the crushing realities of 
world production-relations abroad, 
namely the trade imperialism 
wrought upon it by the Blockade. 

This talk by political scientist 
Gladys Hernandez was especially 
encouraging. Cuba’s focus, accord-
ing to Hernandez, is developing 
high quality productive forces in 
the biotechnology sector, and solar 
parks through assistance from 
China, a Special Development 
Area brokered by Vietnam, and 
direct investment from 20 Russian 
companies, 10 Belorussian and six 
Vietnamese companies. 

Cuba has survived the most 
pressing and crushing attacks from 
without and from within. The revo-
lution will continue in the spirit of 
Fidel and Raúl Castro, José Martí 
and under the guidance of Miguel 
Díaz-Canel and the Communist 
Party of Cuba. We witnessed social-
ism under duress, but what we 
saw was something impossible to 
achieve under the inherent poverty 
of the capitalist system.  

Goodbye to the RBIO
Given all the dramatic stories coming out of the US, per-
haps it’s not surprising that one very important story has 
slipped under the radar, apparently only noticed in an arti-
cle on page 14 of this issue.

It’s this: the Trump administration is officially out of the 
‘rules-based-international order’ business. You can read 
this in US ‘Secretary of War’ Pete Hegseth’s latest effort, a 
‘Defense Strategy’ document.

Hegseth says that the idea of a rules-based-international 
order, (RBIO for short here) is “a cloud castle abstrac-
tion.” Henceforth, the US will make agreements with other 
nations only if it suits them. Although Hegseth doesn’t spell 
it out, they’ll presumably ignore agreements and treaties 
that the US does not like.

Should we be surprised? The US has been approaching 
the world from the point of view of its own interests for as 
long as it has been able to – going right back to the ‘Monroe 
Doctrine’ that Trump and Hegseth like so much. 

How much does this matter to Australia? It should matter a 
lot to the two ‘parties of government’ who take turns running 
this country. The ALP and the Liberal/National Coalition 
(when there is one) are one party when it comes to rela-
tions with the US. They’re always very polite, and always do 
what Uncle Sam wants. If there’s a war, they sign Australia 
up for it. If there’s an obscenely expensive military alliance, 
they’re in it.

The government’s excuse for being such a reliable lackey 
is that Australia needs a powerful ally to protect this nation 
from a threat. In the 1960s, it was communism, which was 
supposedly about to pour down from Vietnam once that 
country defeated the US. For a while it was Indonesia, also 
above Australia on the map. Now it’s China, our major trad-
ing partner.

Another trick to make us look more dignified while say-
ing ‘How high?’ to the US ‘Jump!’ was the Rules Based 
International Order. That supposedly meant that Australia, 
the US, and all nations had a set of rules they’d keep to 
so we could all be safe and prosperous. The US just hap-
pened to be the best country to enforce that order, and it 
made sense for Australia to help them out, deputy sheriff 
style.

Hegseth is wrong to say that the RBIO was totally useless 
to the US. Use and misuse of the idea helped the US to 
pursue its goal of global hegemony. It was also useful for 
Australia’s junior partner role and for chiding China for acts 
of ‘assertiveness’. If there was a dispute, Australia could 
appeal to the RBIO rather than just saying that the boss 
doesn’t like that.

This is an opportunity for Australia’s leaders to face the 
world as it is. The logical next step would be for Australia 
to stop acting as though there is an RBIO, and stop spend-
ing money on a US alliance that is all about the US and not 
about Australia’s interests at all.

The fact that Washington has stopped paying lip service 
to the idea, doesn’t mean there can’t be international rules 
and agreements that benefit all nations rather than just the 
US. China has made it clear that they still follow a path of 
peaceful coexistence and ‘multipolarity,’ ie a world run by 
many rather than by one country.

At this point Australia could choose to be an independent 
nation and promote peace, rather than helping the US run 
its ‘peace through strength’ aggression.

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by this, but there are options! 
Join a peace organisation in your state!

The 41st Southern 
Cross Brigade: 

success in  
difficult times

PEACE NOTES
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Greeting to the 14th Congress of the Communist Party of Viet Nam

THE PARTY COMMITTEE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

Dear comrades,

The Communist Party of Australia sends our warmest 
revolutionary greetings to the Communist Party of Viet 
Nam on the occasion of your important 14th National 
Congress to be held on 19-25 January 2026 in the capital 
city of Ha Noi.

The 14th Congress is a key event for the Party, the State 
and the people of Viet Nam. It will deal with the socialist 
development of the country in the new era. Among other 
important tasks Congress will review 40 years of Renewal 
(Doi Moi), 35 years of implementing the Political Platform 
on National Construction and five years of implementing 
the Resolution of the 13th National Party Congress.

The 14th Congress will also set out the orientations and 
tasks for socio-economic development for the 2026-2030 
period and define the goals, directions, and long-term vision 
for national development until 2045.

We salute your historic role in the national liberation 
struggle as a continual leader of the Vietnamese people 
and its revolutionary process of socialist transformation.

A common point in our present struggle remains the 
resistance to US imperialism and US meddling in the Asia-
Pacific region. Imperial aggression and US military presence 
in our region is intensifying the drums of war and remains 
a roadblock to peace. It must be stopped in its tracks.

We sincerely hope to further strengthen ties and exchanges 
between our two parties in our common struggle for workers’ 
power, and the scientific application of Marxism-Leninism 
towards our concrete conditions.

Long live the 14th Congress!

Long live Ho Chi Minh!

Vinnie Molina 
President 
International Department 
Communist Party of Australia

29th December 2025

Greeting to the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of Greece, KKE 
“A powerful KKE, steadfast in every trial, ready to answer history’s call for Socialism”

Dimitris Koutsoumpas  
General Secretary Communist Party  
of Greece, KKE

Dear comrades,

The Communist Party of Australia sends our warmest 
revolutionary greetings to the Communist Party of Greece 
on the occasion of your important 22nd National Congress 
to be held on 29-31 January 2026 in Athens.

The 22nd Congress is a key event for the Party, its leadership, 
membership, the working class and people in general in 
Greece. It will analyse the work of the KKE since its last 
Congress.

We salute your historic role in the struggle for working class 
power, the building of a better society for all and process 
of socialist transformation.

Exceptional has been the role of the KKE in bringing 
Communist and Workers’ parties together through the 
Solidnet initiative. We consider this an effort that must 
continue for the unity of the working-class forces under 
the theoretical guidance of Marxism-Leninism. The 

International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties 
is an opportunity for parties to express their views and try 
to act together despite some of our differences.

A common point in our present struggle remains the 
resistance to US imperialism and NATO meddling in the 
Indo-Pacific region. Imperial aggression and US military 
presence in our region is intensifying the drums of war 
and remains a roadblock to peace. It must be stopped in 
its tracks.

We sincerely hope to further strengthen ties and exchanges 
between our two parties in our common struggle for workers’ 
power, and the scientific application of Marxism-Leninism 
towards our concrete conditions.

Long live the 22nd Congress!

Long live the KKE!

Vinnie Molina 
President 
International Department 
Communist Party of Australia

30th December 2025

“Forward Together for Economic Sovereignty”
Dr. G. Weerasinghe 
General Secretary 
Communist Party of Sri Lanka

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) wishes the 
Communist Party of Sri Lanka all the very best for your 
upcoming 23rd Congress. We anticipate that the theme 
of “Forward Together for Economic Sovereignty” will give 
light to the struggle for the working class in Sri Lanka and 
progress towards establishing working-class power and 
social justice in your region.

The international situation at present is dire; with the 
genocide in Palestine, wars, invasions, and a renewed 
offensive from US imperialism under Trump. At the same 
time wealth is continually concentrated in the hands 
of the super-rich. We fight capitalism and imperialism 

simultaneously and our battles are not easy in our respective 
countries.

We hope that we can continue to share information 
and exchange over the coming period, in our common 
commitment to Marxism-Leninism, socialism and 
communism.

Long live proletarian internationalism and working-class 
solidarity!

Long live the Communist Party of Sri Lanka!

Unity in action!

Communist Party of Australia 
Central Committee 
International Department

25th January 2026
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Greeting to the 12th Congress of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party

Bounleua PHANDANOUVONG  
Chairman of the Committee for  
External Relations 
Lao People’s Revolutionary Party

Dear comrade,

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) sends our warmest 
revolutionary greetings to the Lao People’s Revolutionary 
Party on the occasion of your important 12th Congress to 
be held on 6-8 January 2026.

The 12th Congress is a historical milestone that highlights 
the achievements and victories in the mission of national 
safeguard and development of Laos under the leadership 
and guidance of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party.

We salute your historic role in the national liberation 
struggle against imperialism, and as a continual leader of 
the Laotian people and its revolutionary process of socialist 
transformation.

A common point in our present struggle remains the 
resistance to US imperialism and US meddling in South 
Asia. Imperial aggression and US military presence in 
the region is intensifying the drums of war and remains a 
roadblock to peace. It must be stopped in its tracks.

We sincerely hope to further strengthen ties and exchanges 
between our two parties in our common struggle for worker’s 
power, and the scientific application of Marx, Engels and 
Lenin towards our concrete conditions.

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Long live the LPRP’s 12th Congress!

Vinnie Molina 
International Department 
Communist Party of Australia

29th December 2025

The reported demolition of the 
headquarters of UN agency 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine 
(UNRWA) by Israeli forces 
in occupied East Jerusalem – 
reportedly “under the watch 
of lawmakers and a member 
of the government” – has 
prompted swift condemnation 
from the global body. 

Responding to the dramatic 
development, head of the UN 
agency for Palestine refugees 
Philippe Lazzarini described it as an 
“unprecedented attack” against the 
UN, whose premises are protected 
under international law.

The move represents “a new 
level of open and deliberate defiance 

of international law, including of 
the privileges and immunities of 
the United Nations, by the State of 
Israel,” the UNRWA Commission-
er-General said on social media.

UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres condemned the demolition 
“in the strongest terms.”

The UN chief has repeatedly 
and unequivocally stated that the 
compound remains UN premises 
and is “inviolable and immune from 
any form of interference.”

“The Secretary-General views 
as wholly unacceptable the con-
tinued escalatory actions against 
UNRWA,” the statement from his 
office continued.

Guterres called on Israel to 
halt the demolition and restore 

the compound to the UN “without 
delay.”

Echoing those concerns, UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Volker Türk expressed his 
“outrage” at the incident, which 
marks a sharp escalation of tensions 
between the Israeli authorities and 
UNRWA.

“It compounds what we’ve 
been seeing for a while; attacking 
aid groups and UN actors who are 
trying to help,” said Ravina Sham-
dasani, spokesperson for the High 
Commissioner.

On 14 January, Israeli forces 
entered an UNRWA health centre 
in East Jerusalem and ordered it 
to close. At the time of the inci-
dent, the agency said its workers 

were “terrified.” In the coming 
weeks, water and power supplies to 
UNRWA facilities are scheduled to 
be cut, including to buildings used 
for health care and education.

“This is a direct result of legisla-
tion passed by the Israeli parliament 
in December, which stepped up 
existing anti-UNRWA laws adopted 
in 2024,” Lazzarini said.

Previously, UNRWA premises 
have been targeted by arsonists 
amid a “large-scale disinformation 
campaign” against it by Israel, the 
agency’s Commissioner-General 
maintained.

This was despite a ruling last 
October by the UN’s top court, 
the International Court of Justice, 
which restated that Israel was 

obliged “to facilitate UNRWA’s 
operations, not hinder or prevent 
them. The court also stressed that 
Israel has no jurisdiction over East 
Jerusalem,” Lazzarini noted.

“What happens today to 
UNRWA will happen tomorrow to 
any other international organisation 
or diplomatic mission, whether in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
or anywhere around the world,” 
he continued. “International law 
has come under increasing attack 
for too long and is risking irrele-
vancy in the absence of response 
by Member States.”
United Nations  

UN condemns demolition of  
UNRWA headquarters in East Jerusalem

Every issue of the Australian Marx-
ist Review, the Communist Party of 
Australia’s long-form journal, has a 
theme. The theme of the latest AMR 
is ‘party building.’ The AMR can be 
read via the cpa.org.au website, or 
purchased/subscribed to from the 
Party shop.  Here’s a taster of what’s 
inside the December 2025 issue.

19th Congress of the Communist Party 
of the Russian Federation (CPRF) “On 
Restoring Full Historical Justice with 
Regard to Iosef Vissarionovich Stalin

The time has come to declare the need 
to restore the full historical justice with 
regard to Iosif Vissarionovich Stalin.

Even all the abuses in the life of the party 
and the country taken together cannot 
outweigh Stalin’s role in defending the 
Leninist course, ensuring the unity of 
communists, building up the industrial 
might of the USSR and organizing 
resistance to the Fascization of Europe. 
His contribution to the Great Victory 
over German Nazism and Japanese 
militarism is colossal.

An Outline of the Cult of Trotsky
Trotsky and Stalin are often counter-

posed, and the term ‘Stalinist’ is used as 
a slur. In this piece, veteran CPA comrade 

and transport unionist David Matter looks 
at the Trotsky cult through history and into 
the present time.

Leon Trotsky established his reputation 
as leader of “the left opposition” within 
the Bolshevik party in the Soviet Union. 
The first question is ‘Left opposition to 
what?’

‘Targeted Poverty Alleviation in China’
A Communist Party in power runs a 

society organised for the people, not for the 
few who own a capitalist economy. In this 
article,  Nana Lieu and Guixian Wang study 
the role of the Communist Party of China in 
China’s recent anti-poverty efforts, which 
have lifted the final 98.99 million Chinese 
out of poverty.

Active participation in poverty 
alleviation is seen as a manifestation 
of obedience to authority, which seems 
more like a political task than an 
economic one,although the CPC and the 
government have never used any coercive 
means.

Interview with Ahmad Navidi
Comrade Ahmad came to Australia 

from Iran in 1984 and promptly joined the 
Socialist Party of Australia, the precursor to 
the modern form of the Communist Party of 
Australia. In this interview, he talks about 
his experiences as a worker in Iran before 
and after the 1979 revolution, and life as a 
migrant Party member in Australia.

Our enemy capitalism is strong and it 
has all the power to impose its will upon 
people, communities, and organisations. 
But if we win people’s hearts, and minds, 
and they trust us and find out that we 
are fighting for their rights, then no 
capitalist minded government can ban 
the Communist Party.

Obituary of Bruce Bostick 
Bruce Bostick was a longtime member 

of the Communist Party of the USA, steel-
worker unionist and activist.

Victory over MAGA fascism and its 
billionaire backers lies in broad, multi-
racial, multi-gender unity.

at the turning points of revolutions, the 
self-correction and self-renewal of the 
Party could be a matter of life and death.

Ho Chi Minh’s thought on Party Build-
ing and how it’s applied in the current 
context

While international attention focusses 
on China, other socialist-led states deserve 
attention. Continuing with the theme of 
party building, there is an article on Ho Chi 
Minh thought in relation to party building 
and the current situation in Vietnam by two 
Vietnamese experts in the area, Lam Quic 
Tuan and Dr Dinhn Quang Tranh.  The Viet-
namese victory over the USA in 1975 is well-
known. Much less well known is that after 
the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence 

in 1945 the Communist Party of Vietnam 
were running a state only 15 years after the 
party’s formation. Tuan and Tranh look at 
Ho Chi Minh Thought as developed in the 
experience of leading a country freshly freed 
from colonial rule.

To be really effective, Ho Chi Minh 
said, self-criticism and criticism 
must be carried out as regularly and 
seriously as daily face-washing. It is of 
great importance that criticism should 
be a good will instead of a means to 
undermine other people.

What’s new in the Australian Marxist Review?
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Reviewer: Graham Holton

Nicaragua has the distinction of 
having had the last communist revo-
lution of the twentieth century. Many 
English speakers if they think about 
Nicaragua at all, will mainly know it 
through the ‘Iran-Contra’ scandal. US 
President Ronald Reagan’s adminis-
tration sold arms to Iran hoping to 
fund the anti-revolutionary Contras 
to overthrow Nicaragua’s socialist 
government. For many, Nicaragua 
was seen as a pawn in the last years 
of the Cold War.

For those who’d like to know more, 
Mateo Jarquín’s study gives a comprehen-
sive, scholarly reinterpretation of Nicara-
gua’s Sandinista Revolution (1979-1990), 
placing it within global and Central Amer-
ican historical contexts rather than as Cold 
War US-Soviet rivalry. Jarquín challenges 
traditional US-centric narratives and empha-
sises that Central American actors shaped 
their own revolutionary and diplomatic 
outcomes. He reframes the revolution’s 
global significance, showing how regional 

diplomacy and transnational interactions 
shaped the course of the revolution and its 
aftermath. Jarquín argues that the Sandin-
istas’ ideological choices, and tactical flex-
ibility, were influenced by the dynamics of 
Central America and Europe, as well as by 
the Cold War political landscape.

The Sandinista Revolution draws upon 
extensive archival work and diverse sources 
from Nicaragua, Cuba, Mexico, Panama, 
and Costa Rica, including interviews with 
major Sandinista and diplomatic figures. 
His breadth of sources gives the narrative a 
new depth and nuance, creating a balanced 
historical narrative. This is acknowledged 
by critics who noted that Jarquín strives for 
fairness in his treatment of the revolutionary 
aspirations and the limitations and contra-
dictions of the Sandinista movement. His 
account covers the movement’s ideological 
shifts, the impact of changing global poli-
tics, and the ultimate transition from armed 
struggle to electoral politics.

Jaquin’s analysis connects the past to 
contemporary Nicaragua, linking historical 
developments to Nicaragua’s later political 
evolution, including the return to power of 

Daniel Ortega and the trajectory from rev-
olutionary narratives to what Jaquin calls  
“authoritarian” governance.

This is a major historical work on the 
Sandinista period, raising much debate 
about the role of internal versus external 
influences on the revolution and the extent to 
which the movement’s ideals were realised.

The writing is scholarly and analytical, 
which may deter some general readers 
unfamiliar with Cold War or Latin Amer-
ican studies. Its diplomatic and geopoliti-
cal dimensions are well explored, but the 
everyday social experiences of ordinary 
Nicaraguans during the revolution and its 
aftermath receive less detailed treatment. 

Overall, The Sandinista Revolution is 
a thoughtful, authoritative, and well-re-
searched contribution to the historiography 
of Nicaragua and the Cold War in Central 
America. While not everyone will accept 
Jarquín’s conclusions, its contested inter-
pretations offer rich insight and a fresh 
interpretive framework on Cold War politics, 
and revolutionary movements in Central 
America.  

Bases and more
Thank you for your front page story in 
Guardian #2176, ‘Unhinged US – time 
to close the bases.’ There is so much 
more you could have said.

The US now has a permanent Marine 
base in the Northern Territory, which has 
only grown since first being introduced as 
a ‘rotation.’ Your paper has described the 
preparations to make runways suitable for 
nuclear bombers. Thanks to AUKUS, Aus-
tralian naval bases are being expanded and 

repurposed for use by US nuclear powered 
and nuclear armed submarines.

People have been protesting about Pine 
Gap for longer than a lot of your readers 
have been alive, but if there’s one message 
Guardian readers should take from you 
raising the topic again, it’s this: it will not 
stop here. Australia is being softened up for 
a role as a working part of the US military.

In solidarity,
Miki Barbour

Melbourne

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Book Review: 

The Sandinista Revolution
A Global Latin American History

by Mateo Jarquin

Reviewer: Jenny Farrell

Leila Majaj Kirkconnell’s novel 
Under the Same Sky is a profound 
act of witnessing. It transforms an 
immense geopolitical catastrophe 
into an intimate, sensory, fully 
human experience. Its epigraph, 
“Gaza Interlude,” evokes sumud 
– steadfast, everyday resistance 
expressed through the act of liv-
ing. One of the novel’s greatest 
strengths is its refusal to por-
tray Gaza solely as a landscape 
of destruction. Instead, it shows 
beauty and devastation in con-
stant, painful dialogue. 

This tension is captured most pow-
erfully in the recurring contrast between 
jasmine and white phosphorus. As Emad 
travels north to the ruins of his home, he 
finds the jasmine plant his mother once 
nurtured – now dusty and withered, yet 
still holding one “stubborn blossom.” 
Such tenderness is repeatedly violated 
by sensory reminders of violence, includ-
ing the “sickly sweet” smell of burned 
flesh after bombings. Jasmine becomes 
memory and life; phosphorus becomes 
death and erasure. Their juxtaposition 
is the novel’s central sensory argument 
about what is being lost. The Mediter-
ranean provides another dual symbol. 

In the “Then” sections, it is a source of 
sustenance and beauty, with shimmering 

waves and the scent of salt. In the “Now,” 
it becomes a symbol of captivity. Emad 
watches the horizon where naval ships 
lurk, and the waves themselves return 
ruined fishing boats to shore to be burned 
for fuel. The novel also traces how ongo-
ing violence reshapes the inner worlds of 
its characters. The “insect-like hum” of 
incoming drones, felt in the teeth before 
heard, shows how fear becomes embod-
ied. People sleep in intervals between 
explosions, their lives regulated by the 
timing of danger. This internalisation of 
threat turns the genocide into a psycho-
logical as well as physical reality.

The novel’s narrative alternates 
between “Then” and “Now.” The “Then” 
sections – fishing trips, university 
debates, young love, graduation dreams 
– document a thriving society. Their 
vividness becomes evidence of what has 
been systematically destroyed. Emad 
is not only a survivor in the “Now,” but 
was “Then” “Emad the Engineer,” the 
builder of bridges. Karma, who once 
“devoured equations,” now loses a hand 
and becomes a medic, her brilliance 
redirected into emergency survival. Baba 
Younes, who once faced harassment at 
sea, now stands among rotting boats. 
The novel’s characters embody survival 
as resistance. 

Engineers who can no longer build, 
doctors who operate without anaes-
thesia, mothers trading jewellery for 

formula, children collecting shrapnel – 
these are the heroes of sumud (steadfast 
perserverance). Khalid, the smuggler’s 
work delivering insulin and antibiotics 
becomes a strategic act. Cultural memory, 
too, resists annihilation, as shown in the 
community dancing dabke (a Palestinian 
folk dance) amid rubble. Each character 
reflects a facet of Palestinian endur-
ance: Karma’s shift from engineering to 
emergency medicine, Issa’s return after 
losing his family, Mazen the poet whose 
voice survives only in martyr lists, and 
the haunted children like Ahmad and 
Omar, who bear scars beyond their years.

The novel is far from hopeless. Its 
optimism lies in resilience: the unwaver-
ing will to live, remember, and care. The 
final image – children flying kites over 
ruins – captures this paradoxical conti-
nuity. It echoes the spirit of fishermen 
venturing out during ceasefires, Karma 
learning to work with her left hand, and 
families sharing what little they have. 
Under the Same Sky immerses readers 
in the sensory reality of Gaza, insisting 
that genocide is felt in the body, that 
resistance is communal care, and that 
hope is a deliberate daily act. It stands 
as a testament to Palestinian steadfast-
ness and urges not only reading, but 
response. All proceeds from the book 
support HEAL Palestine.
Socialist Voice  

Book Review:

Under the same sky
by Leila Kirkconnell

Solutions to Crossword
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Across
4	� Trump makes lot of noise about wanting it 

GREENLAND

5	� What the SA Premier is being sued for 
DEFAMATION

8	� Kind of letter Trump loves to use 
CAPITAL

10	� The US has 800, China has one 
FOREIGN BASES

11	� Israel has one but doesn’t keep it 
CEASEFIRE

12	� US State being terrorised by US 
government MINNESOTA

13	� What South Australia has had a lot of 
since last year ALGAL BLOOM

Down
1	� What the media doesn’t call Trump’s 

attack KIDNAP

2	� What Victoria has a lot of lately 
BUSHFIRES

3	� What Adelaide has not had thanks to the 
pro-Israel lobby WRITERS FESTIVAL

5	� Spouse, fellow lawyer or doctor, what 
the US pretends to be with Australia 
PARTNER

7	� Europe’s punishment for not handing over 
territory to the US TARIFFS

9	� Always was, always will be, Aboriginal 
LAND

14	� What the media sometimes calls Trump’s 
attack on Venezuela LEGAL

Something  
to say?

Write to  
the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au
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Chauncey K Robinson

CALIFORNIA: In what is being seen by 
many as a much-needed strengthen-
ing of labour power in the animation 
industry, DreamWorks Animation 
(DWA) remote workers, Feature Pro-
duction workers at Netflix Animation 
Studios, and production workers on 
the show Ted have officially voted to 
unionise with The Animation Guild 
(IATSE Local 839) and The Editors 
Guild (IATSE Local 700). The union-
isation effort, the unions say, was to 
“ensure fair pay and treatment for all 
animation workers.”

In three separate National Labor Rela-
tions Board (NLRB) votes, a majority of each 
group gave a resounding “yes” to collective 
bargaining power and union representation.  

The NLRB ballot count for DWA remote 
workers was held in December 2025, resulting 
in a majority “yes” vote in favour of union 
representation with The Animation Guild 
(TAG). DreamWorks Animation indicated 
it will formally recognise the remote bar-
gaining unit under TAG and begin contract 
negotiations. This vote will see TAG, which 
represents more than 5,000 artists, techni-
cians, writers, and production workers in 
the animation industry, grow by over 100 
members.

The newly recognised unit represents 
remote workers nationwide who contrib-
ute to Los Angeles-based DreamWorks 
Animation projects in both film and televi-
sion. These workers perform work already 
covered under TAG’s Master Agreement 
when done onsite on campus in Los Angeles 
County. This includes roles such as Story 
Artists, Animators, Character Effects Artists, 

Technical Directors, Lighters, Visual Devel-
opment Artists, Modelers, and Production 
Coordinators.

Union representatives explained that 
remote workers organised to address what 
they saw as longstanding inequities between 
remote and on-campus employees. “Union 
recognition establishes a path forward for 
collective bargaining aimed at securing equal 
treatment and sustainable working condi-
tions for remote employees,” TAG asserted 
in a statement. 

Anthony Holden, a Washington State-
based remote Story Artist and a member 
of the Organising Committee, said that he 
“valued the opportunity to help unite our 
voices in seeking equality with our on-cam-
pus counterparts in terms of workers’ rights, 
fair pay, access to healthcare and retirement 
benefits, among other issues.” 

Holden also said he “looked forward to 
negotiating with the company to secure a 
fair agreement that will foster a workplace 
environment which is equitable to remote 
employees and will contribute to Dream-
Works’ commercial and artistic success.” 

In a similar fashion, Feature Production 
Workers at Netflix Animation Studios (NAS) 
and Production Workers on the show Ted 
are also celebrating their NLRB votes to 
unionise with TAG and The Editors Guild. 
Their elections took place on 30 December 
and 23 December, respectively.

“During my five years at NAS, my amazing 
production colleagues have shown up each 
day with diligence, passion, and a breadth 
of skills and experience, both creative and 
strategic,” said Production Coordinator Erin 
Sullivan. “As a part of TAG, I’m excited for 
the opportunity we now have to represent 
ourselves as a unit, and I’m encouraged by 

the other production management teams in 
our industry who have set the bar.” 

Animation and the entertainment 
industry as a whole have undergone several 
upheavals in recent years, including the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, two significant labour 
strikes, a decrease in production both globally 
and in Los Angeles, and what many consider 
the looming threat of AI to creatives’ jobs. 

Just last year, TAG was part of a coalition 
of international animation unions, federa-
tions, and organisations that called for action 
on the use of artificial intelligence, labeling 
it an “immediate threat” that will see “the 
loss of employment and livelihood for the 
millions of people worldwide that work at 
keeping the world connected through their 
art.” That same statement acknowledged that 
the animation industry has been “suffering 
greatly” in the last few years.

These unionisation votes at the end of 
2025 are being followed by Hollywood’s 
preparation for a new round of potentially 
expansive labor deals in the opening months 
of this year. As for The Animation Guild, 
they see the recent victory as a step in the 
right direction for 2026 for those who work 
in the field. 

“These units overwhelmingly voted in 
favour of TAG representation after facing 
the degrading process of being forced into 
an NLRB election and the unnecessary delay 
of the government shutdown,” TAG repre-
sentative Steve Kaplan said. 

“We are continuing to expand our juris-
diction both inside and outside the scope 
of our Master Agreement as we continue to 
look forward to protecting the rights of all 
animation workers regardless of zip code.”
People’s World  

Hollywood labour wins
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Zoe Rasbash 

Microsoft, Cisco, Google, 
Amazon – you name the tech 
company, they are investing 
heavily in Israel. But could 
this co-dependence on the 
tech sector be a chink in Isra-
el’s nanotech armour?

In September 2025, headlines 
broke that Google signed a US$45 
million contract with Netenyahu’s 
office to spread Israeli propaganda 
– describing Google as a ‘key entity’ 
supporting the Prime Minister’s 
messaging. X reportedly received 
another $3 million.

The latest in a two-year cas-
cade of investigations exposing 
Big Tech’s direct investment in 
Israel’s genocidal project, evi-
dencing the billionaire-funded 
propaganda machine. The scale 
of this machine is gargantuan and 
nebulous: manifesting as a dull ache 
of hypocrisy and fear as I boycott 
coke but happily write this article 
on Google Docs.

“Tech is the foundation of Isra-
el’s apartheid economy – or as it’s 
branded, ‘start-up nation’ ” says 
Bella, coordinator of the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
tech campaigns, tells me over Zoom 
in first of several conversations with 
organisers working in the tech-re-
sistance space. “Silicon Valley and 
other hubs pour billions into Israel. 
The apartheid economy couldn’t 
function without the tech sector.”

In 2024, high-tech made up 
17% of Israel’s GDP. Intel alone 
accounted for 1.75%. This is an 
unusually, dangerously high figure: 
Israel is dependent on Big Tech to 
legitimise, finance and maintain its 
regime. Breaking those ties, making 
the Israeli investments unprofita-
ble, could fracture the genocidal 

project at its core – and this work 
has already begun. 

Let’s start with the workers.
In 2024, an anonymous letter 

from Google and Amazon employ-
ees exposed Project Nimbus, a $1.2 
billion joint contract to provide 
cloud, AI, and other tech infra-
structure to the Israeli government 
and military. 

Horrified at how their labour 
was being weaponised, workers 
launched No Tech for Apartheid, 
staging sit-ins and public protests 
that forced Google into damage 
control, ultimately firing 28 employ-
ees. (If you happen to be a Google 
or Amazon worker, you probably 
have already heard of this, but if 
you haven’t, sign up.)

In May, Microsoft admitted 
supplying AI services to Israel’s 
military: denying its tech would 
be used to harm civilians even as 
it fired the employee who spoke 
up against this very thing. We’re 
seeing the perfect storm of worker 
repression, propaganda, and 
secret contracts which have been 
rehearsed over the past decade to 
evade accountability. 

“Tech workers want to know 
how their labour is used,” she 
explains, detailing how the outrage 
in response to Project Nimbus led 
workers across Amazon, Apple, 
Cisco, Google, Intel, Microsoft, 
Oracle, and Salesforce to form 
the Tech Divestment Network. 
This worker-led coalition sup-
ports organisers through shared 
resources, coordinated campaigns, 
and strategy tools.

Each company presents spe-
cific challenges requiring differ-
ent modes of organising. “Google 
workers are arguing that using their 
labour for genocide is a workplace 
health issue, appealing to existing 

labour laws to legally protect those 
who refuse participation.” notes 
Bella. 

It is important for us, as tech 
users, to listen to the workers to 
understand how we can utilise 
our position to support. No Tech 
For Apartheid are currently call-
ing for social media users to mass 
report Israeli propaganda ads seen 
on Google and YouTube. Under 
Article 25 of the Rome Statute, 
these could be considered public 
incitement of genocide, a blatant 
violation of international law. To 
support mobilising workers, we can 
flood Google’s internal reporting 
systems and pressure Google to 
remove all of these ads and make 

these partnerships less profitable 
and appealing to Google. Poland 
has already demanded that Google 
remove these ads, but Google 
refused – we can build on this 
momentum.

“This is a workers’ issue,” says 
Bella. “Wherever employees stand 
up for Palestine, they’re fired or 
silenced. We have reports of com-
panies where you can’t even say 
Palestine.” 

We know tech workers are not 
alone in experiencing this repres-
sion, but the design of the tech 
sector makes it extremely difficult 
to mobilise within. The tech sec-
tor’s heavy use of sub-contracting 
and gig-contracting fragments the 

workforce, alongside heavy sur-
veillance and the lack of worker 
protections making most jobs 
extremely precarious. Further, most 
tech unions are in Europe, but tech 
workers are concentrated in the 
US, Asia, and the Pacific, where 
unionising is extremely difficult.

All this is to say, the workers 
speaking out and creating these 
coalitions are extremely brave and 
precarious – collectivisation, public 
support and international solidarity 
are extremely useful for these bur-
geoning tech justice movements.
Excerpted, from  
shado-mag.com  

Technology: The chink in Israel’s armour?
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Thousands took to the streets 
of Venezuela on 24 January  
to demand the release of the 
country’s President Nicolás 
Maduro and first lady Cilia 
Flores.

The two were kidnapped 
during the 3 January United States 
attack on the Venezuelan capital of 
Caracas and the states of Aragua, 
Miranda and La Guaira during 
which some 100 people were killed.

At a rally in the capital Cara-
cas, Venezuelan Interior Minister 

Diosdado Cabello, who is also 
general secretary of the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV), 
slammed the continuing efforts of 
the administration of US President 
Donald Trump to “bend the will of 
the nation.”

He told the thousands of 
protesters that the loyalty of the 
Venezuelan government to the 
Bolivarian project is “absolute and 
that the struggle will not cease until 
we bring back the constitutional 
president.”

Cabello called for continued 
support for the leadership of acting 
president Delcy Rodriguez, to 
maintain continuity of leadership.

He emphasised that “national 
unity is the key to defeating Wash-
ington’s fascist pretensions to 
impose its ideology by force.”

Acting President Rodriguez 
visited homes and spoke with 
families affected by the illegal US 
military attack.

The acting president said that 
“there can be no economic peace 

without social peace” and stressed 
that the government’s will is 
“guided by our Father Liberator, 
Simon Bolivar, to bring happiness 
to our people; to guarantee the 
future to our children.”

Rodriguez pointed out that 
during the US attacks “homes were 
completely destroyed and 64 fam-
ilies” affected.

She emphasised that “these 
are civilian urbanisations, where 
people live who do not have any 
type of military status nor are they 

involved in the area of security. It 
is a civilian population that was hit 
by missiles.”

The acting president added: 
“We also know that the dignity 
of the Venezuelan people is the 
first shield we have to preserve 
our integrity as a people, ter-
ritorial integrity, and national 
independence.”
Morning Star  

Thousands of Venezuelans 
demand the return of kidnapped 

President Maduro and Cilia Flores

US President Donald Trump 
wants “regime change” 
in Cuba by the end of the 
year, according to US news 
reports.

The Rupert Murdoch-owned 
Wall Street Journal has reported 
that the Trump administration is 
attempting to identify Cuban offi-
cials willing to make a deal as part 
of a regime change bid.

The newspaper quoted anon-
ymous officials as saying that 
the White House did not have a 

“concrete plan” for Cuba, but Jan-
uary’s kidnapping of Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro by the 
US military was thought to be “a 
blueprint and a warning for Cuba.”

One source told the Wall Street 
Journal that meetings had taken 
place with Cuban exiles’ groups in 
a bid to identify any government 
officials in Cuba who might be 
willing “to cut a deal.”

The US president has directly 
threatened the socialist island, 
writing on social media earlier this 

month: “I strongly suggest they 
make a deal before it is too late.”

Ricardo Zuniga, a former offi-
cial in the administration of pres-
ident Barack Obama who helped 
negotiate a short-lived detente 
between Havana and Washington 
from 2014 to 2017, said he believed 
the Cuban leadership would be “a 
much tougher nut to crack” than 
Venezuela’s.

“There’s nobody who would be 
tempted to work on the US side,” 
he told the Wall Street Journal.

The latest US threats were made 
the day after China had delivered 
US$80 million (over AU$115 mil-
lion) in financial assistance and 
60,000 tons of rice to Cuba.

In Havana, the presidential 
office said the Chinese money was 
for the “acquisition of electrical 
equipment and other urgent needs 
of the country.”

The donation “demonstrates 
the close brotherhood and historic 
bonds of friendship and solidarity 
that unite both nations,” added 

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodriguez.

Chinese ambassador to Cuba 
Hua Xin said the financial assis-
tance “not only embodies the deep 
bonds of special friendship between 
both nations but also demonstrates 
the unwavering commitment to 
remain united even in difficult 
times.”
Morning Star  

Graham Holton

Marco Rubio is well known for his long 
history of falsehoods. His political career 
has been characterised by his lack of 
ethics, corruption, frequent tendency 
to lie, far-right politics, and an obses-
sion with overthrowing left-wing Latin 
American governments. The Cuban 
journalist Hedelberto López Blanch, 
in his book Rubio: An Uncontrollable 
Mythomaniac described Rubio as dis-
honest, ethically corrupt, and driven by 
an agenda aligned with US policies hos-
tile to Cuba and other sovereign nations.

Rubio claimed in his official Senate biog-
raphy, that his parents fled Cuba after Fidel 
Castro took power in 1959. He repeated this 
claim in a television interview: “My parents 
lost everything: their home, their family, their 
friends, even their country.” In October 2011, 
this lie was challenged by The Washington Post 
who found his parents had left Cuba in 1956 
during the right-wing Batista regime. Rubio 
then changed his story, his mother returned 
in 1961 for one month but did not like it and 
so returned to the US. Hardly a refugee. Rubio 
calls himself “the son of exiles.” He was born 
in Miami in 1971. 

Rubio wrote in his 2012 memoir, that as a 
child, “I boasted I would someday lead an army 
of exiles to overthrow Fidel Castro and become 
president of a free Cuba.” After the 3 January 
attack on Venezuela, President Donald Trump 
continued this illusion on social media; it would 
be “good” if Rubio was “President of Cuba.” 

When Marco was 16, his brother-in-law, 
Orlando Cicilia, was arrested for trafficking a 
shipment of drugs worth US$15 million. At the 
trial Rubio refused to testify whether he or his 
family received money from Cicilia.

While Speaker of the Florida House 

(2006-2008), Rubio faced accusations of using 
a Republican Party of Florida credit card for 
both official and personal charges. He was also 
criticised for double-billing travel (taxpayers 
and party) and failing to disclose a large home 
equity loan. 

Since he entered the Florida House of Rep-
resentatives in 2000, Rubio has engaged in a 
propaganda campaign against Cuba. He has 
proposed and co-sponsored numerous laws 
against the island’s government. As a sena-
tor during Trump’s first term, he supported 
former senator, Bob Menéndez, imposing 
240 different sanctions against Cuba. Upon 
becoming secretary of state, he reinforced his 
propaganda against medical missions abroad 
and against the countries that accepted them.

After 14 people were killed and 21 others 
were wounded in San Bernardino, California 
in 2015, Senator Rubio defended the National 
Rifle Association (NRA). He has received more 
than US$4 million in donations from the NRA.

Rubio is a staunch Zionist. The American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) has 
given him large sums of money and supports 
him unconditionally in his political campaigns. 
In return Rubio has promoted and supported 
the genocide of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. 
In April 2024 he visited Israel offering his full 
support to prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

In 2025 Rubio became US Secretary of 
State. In August a lawsuit was filed against him, 
challenging his “unconstitutional” deportation 
of international students based on protected 
free speech rights. Attorney Conor Fitzpatrick 
from the Foundation for Individual Rights and 
Expression (FIRE) said: “In the United States of 
America, no one should fear a midnight knock 
on the door for voicing the wrong opinion. 
Free speech isn’t a privilege the government 
hands out.” Under Trump and Rubio, it is 
exactly that.  

Trump planning ‘regime change’ in Cuba?

The true history of  
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio

Marco Rubio. Photo: Gage Skidmore – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)
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Donald Trump’s renewed and sharpening rhet-
oric about annexing Greenland to the United 
States is quickly escalating into a dangerous 
confrontation among countries within the 
US-NATO imperialist camp.

Both Trump’s threats and the response from many 
NATO states – to deploy troops to Greenland as part 
of joint exercises – are rooted in the drive by the most 
powerful capitalist economies to divide and redivide 
the world’s territory into areas of control and influ-
ence. This inter-imperialist rivalry tramples Indig-
enous sovereignty and risks massive militarisation, 
resource plunder and ecological disaster in Greenland 
and throughout the Arctic.

The Arctic is enormously important from a geo-
strategic view, due in part to its proximity to Russia, 
which is why Trump claims Greenland’s annexation 
is necessary for his proposed “Golden Dome” missile 
shield which the Canadian government has shame-
fully expressed interest in supporting. But the region 
is also increasingly significant as climate change risks 
opening it to new trade routes and extraction of rare 
earth, oil, and gas resources located there. The current 
political crisis is a direct result of intensified competi-
tion among huge monopolies, including those within 
the US-NATO camp, to secure economic advantages 
in this context.

But the Arctic is also an international region: it is 
home to hundreds of thousands of Indigenous peoples 
in more than 40 nations who have lived in the territory 
for thousands of years, and eight UN member states 
share borders within the region.

Trump’s latest drive to annex Greenland coincides 
with his 3 January military attack on Venezuela, a clear 
violation of international law which was conducted 
with his stated objective of controlling the hemisphere 
of the Americas for the economic benefit of the United 
States and US-based monopolies.

Ironically, the same political leaders in Canada 
and Europe with whom Trump is currently in conflict 
over Greenland have been performing diplomatic 
backflips in their attempt to justify the illegal US 
attack on Venezuela and abduction of its head of 
state, Nicolás Maduro.

The response is different, but the key issue is the 
same – respect for and defense of sovereignty in the 
face of imperialist aggression.

Clearly, sovereignty – including Canadian sov-
ereignty, which Trump has also specifically targeted 
– will not be protected through imperialist military 
blocs like NATO which demand high military spend-
ing and drive a global arms race, in order to expand 
the reach of their capitalist states and monopolies. 
Rather, protecting sovereignty requires respect for 
international law, and genuine diplomacy through the 
framework of the United Nations covenants, treaties 
and mechanisms.

The Communist Party of Canada condemns Wash-
ington’s moves to annex Greenland, as well as the 
calls from NATO countries to increase their military 
presence in the region.

The Party reiterates its longstanding call for 
Canada to withdraw from NATO and other military 
blocks, to disentangle its foreign and military policies 
from the United States, and to adopt an independent 
foreign policy based on peace, disarmament, global 
cooperation and respect for sovereignty.

We also call for Canada to get out of corporate 
trade deals like the USMCA and to pursue mutually 
beneficial trade policies with the world, based on 
full employment, respect for Indigenous rights and 
environmental protection.

Furthermore, we call for new and urgent efforts to 
craft an international treaty through the UN, creating 
a demilitarised Arctic zone of peace which respects 
and guarantees the social, economic and political 
rights of the Indigenous people who live in the Arctic, 
and which protects the delicate and precious natural 
environment in the Arctic.  

USA: The Pentagon has issued orders to prepare several hun-
dred active-duty military police for potential deployment to 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. The orders come amid growing con-
cerns over protests following recent fatal shootings involving 
ICE officers. The preparation of the military police occurs amid 
heightened tensions in Minneapolis. The local protests have 
drawn national attention and prompted increased federal read-
iness measures. 

SPAIN:  Spain has suffered its fourth recent train accident. This 
time a commuter train struck a crane, slightly injuring several 
people. The series of accidents reflects “a management prob-
lem,” according to political analyst Ruben Tumboleo, as tech-
nical warnings about the network had been ignored and the 
needed funds directed elsewhere. “They were sending money 
to other things and not to repair tracks,” he said, arguing that in 
the context of falling living standards, “we cannot allow to invest 
money abroad in Ukraine or in Morocco when we really are 
struggling with the conditions of the Spanish people.” 

SPAIN: In other developments, Spain’s communists called for a 
debate on leaving NATO and removing foreign military bases, 
saying the military alliance was nothing but a drain on the public 
purse. Enrique Santiago, spokesperson for the United Left (IU) 
alliance and general secretary of the Communist Party of Spain 
(PCE) initiated a motion for a parliamentary debate to address 
leaving NATO. Among the reasons for withdrawal was the argu-
ment that the alliance no longer provides security but instead 
serves US economic interests, especially since Trump came 
to power. The NATO critics say that funds spent on defence 
should be directed to public social services, such as education 
and health. 

SUDAN: The continuing conflict between the Sudanese army 
and paramilitary groups has prevented at least 8 million chil-
dren from attending school for nearly 500 days since April 2023, 
according to Save the Children organisation. Across Sudan 
“more than 8 million children – nearly half of Sudan’s 17 mil-
lion school-age children – have spent about 484 days without 
entering a classroom,” Save the Children said in a statement. 
Save the Children International CEO Inger Ashing stressed that 
“education is not a luxury for children, it is a lifeline that protects 
children from exploitation, early marriage, and recruitment into 
armed groups,” adding that it also “provides safety, stability, and 
hope for the future.” 

ZIMBABWE: Zimbabwe is seeking deeper integration into the 
global economy and is considering joining BRICS as key to 
expanding its economic engagement. Zimbabwe has formally 
approached all member countries with the aim of joining the 
bloc in any category permitted under its framework. Zimbabwe 
formally applied to join BRICS and the New Development Bank 
last year. Russia, South Africa, and Brazil publicly backed its 
bid.

INDIA: India has withdrawn the families of diplomats posted in 
Bangladesh as a precautionary measure due to the security sit-
uation ahead of elections on 12 February. The general elections 
will be held along with a referendum on the National Charter of 
Reforms. India and Bangladesh have increased security for dip-
lomatic missions amid the unrest and a wave of reported attacks 
on minorities in Bangladesh. The Awami League political party, 
led by the ousted PM Sheik Hasima, which was in power for 15 
years, was barred from participating in the coming polls.

ALBANIA: Forty-one environmental organisations from 28 
countries have called for a halt to the planned development 
of Albania’s Sazan Island as a luxury resort by Jared Kush-
ner, Donald Trump’s son-in-law. The environmental organisa-
tions sent a letter to Albania’s Prime Minister Edi Rama and the 
Environment Minister calling for “immediate suspension of any 
decisions advancing the project” to build a luxury resort on the 
uninhabited island of Sazan. The development threatens the 
valuable biodiversity of the area, as Sazan Island and its sur-
rounding waters provide critical habitats for some of the world’s 
most endangered marine species, including the Mediterranean 
monk seal and 36 other globally threatened marine species.

Global Briefs
For an Arctic zone 

of peace!

Aerial view of downtown Nuuk, Greenland. Photo: Quintin Soloviev – wikimedia.org (CC BY 4.0)
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Ramzy Baroud

A shock and awe. The phrase is apt in 
describing what Israel has done in the 
occupied West Bank almost immedi-
ately following the events of 7 October 
2023, and the start of the Israeli gen-
ocide in Gaza.

In her book The Shock Doctrine, Naomi 
Klein defines “shock and awe” not merely 
as a military tactic, but as a political and 
economic strategy that exploits moments 
of collective trauma – whether caused by 
war, natural disaster, or economic collapse 
– to impose radical policies that would 
otherwise be resisted. According to Klein, 
societies in a state of shock are rendered 
disoriented and vulnerable, allowing those 
in power to push through sweeping trans-
formations while opposition is fragmented 
or overwhelmed.

Though the policy is often discussed in 
the context of US foreign policy – from Iraq 
to Haiti – Israel has employed shock-and-awe 
tactics with greater frequency, consistency, 
and refinement. Unlike the US, which has 
applied the doctrine episodically across dis-
tant theatres, Israel has used it continuously 
against a captive population living under its 
direct military control.

Indeed, the Israeli version of shock and 
awe has long been a default policy for sup-
pressing Palestinians. It has been applied 
across decades in the occupied Palestinian 
territory and extended to neighbouring Arab 
countries whenever it suited Israeli strategic 
objectives. 

In Lebanon, this approach became known 
as the Dahiya Doctrine, named after the 
Dahiya neighbourhood in Beirut that was 
systematically destroyed by Israel during 

its 2006 war on Lebanon. The doctrine 
advocates the use of disproportionate force 
against civilian areas, the deliberate targeting 
of infrastructure, and the transformation 
of entire neighbourhoods into rubble in 
order to deter resistance through collective 
punishment.

Gaza has been the epicentre of Israel’s 
application of this tactic. In the years preced-
ing the genocide, Israeli officials increasingly 
framed their assaults on Gaza as limited, 
“managed” wars designed to periodically 
weaken Palestinian resistance. 

These operations were rationalised 
through the concept of “mowing the lawn,” 
a phrase used by Israeli military strategists 
to describe the periodic use of overwhelm-
ing violence to “reestablish deterrence.” The 
logic was that Gaza could not be politically 
resolved, only indefinitely managed through 
recurrent destruction.

What unfolded in the West Bank shortly 
after the start of the Gaza genocide followed 
a strikingly similar pattern.

Beginning in October 2023, Israel 
launched an unprecedented campaign of 
violence across the West Bank. This included 
large-scale military raids in cities and ref-
ugee camps, the routine use of airstrikes 
– previously rare in the West Bank – the 
widespread deployment of armoured vehi-
cles, and a surge in settler violence carried 
out with the backing or direct participation 
of the Israeli army.

The death toll rose sharply, with hun-
dreds of Palestinians killed in a matter of 
months, including children. Entire refugee 
camps, such as Jenin, Nur Shams, and 
Tulkarm, were subjected to systematic 
destruction: roads were torn up, homes 
demolished, water and electricity networks 

destroyed, and medical access severely 
restricted. Israeli forces repeatedly laid siege 
to communities, preventing the movement 
of ambulances, journalists, and humanitar-
ian workers.

At the same time, Israel accelerated the 
ethnic cleansing of Palestinian communities, 
particularly in Area C. Dozens of Bedouin and 
rural villages were forcibly emptied through 
a combination of military orders, settler 
attacks, home demolitions, and the denial 
of access to land and water. Families were 
driven out through sustained terror designed 
to make daily life impossible.

Yet the most violent period of Israeli 
aggression in the West Bank since the Second 
Intifada (2000–2005) has been largely over-
looked, in part because of the sheer scale 
and horror of Israel’s genocide in Gaza. The 
annihilation of Gaza has rendered the vio-
lence in the West Bank seemingly secondary 
in the global imagination, despite the fact 
that its long-term consequences may prove 
just as devastating.

At the same time, Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and his extremist 
coalition succeeded in presenting themselves 
to the world as reckless, unrestrained, and 
ideologically driven – willing and able to 
expand the cycle of destruction far beyond 
Gaza, into the West Bank and across Israel’s 
borders into neighbouring Arab countries. 
This performance of extremism functioned 
as a political strategy.

The consequences are now unmistakable. 
Large areas of the West Bank lie in ruins. 
Entire communities have been shattered, 
their social and physical fabric deliber-
ately dismantled. According to UNRWA, 
more than 12,000 Palestinian children 
remain displaced, increasingly suggesting a 

displacement that may become permanent 
rather than temporary.

History, however, offers a critical lesson. 
The Palestinian struggle against Israeli 
settler-colonialism has repeatedly demon-
strated that Palestinians do not remain pas-
sive indefinitely. Despite the paralysis and 
fragmentation of their political leadership, 
Palestinian society has consistently regen-
erated its capacity for resistance.

Israel understands this reality as well. 
It knows that shock is not infinite, that fear 
eventually gives way to defiance, and that 
once the immediate trauma begins to fade, 
Palestinians will reorganise and push back 
against imposed conditions of domination.

What is underway, therefore, is a race 
against time. Israel is working to consolidate 
what it hopes will become an irreversible 
new reality on the ground – one that enables 
formal annexation, normalises permanent 
military rule, and completes the ethnic 
cleansing of large segments of the Palestin-
ian population.

For this reason, a deeper and more sus-
tained understanding of current events in the 
West Bank is essential. Without confronting 
this reality directly, Israeli plans will proceed 
largely unchallenged. To expose, resist, and 
ultimately defeat these designs is not only 
a matter of political analysis but a moral 
imperative inseparable from supporting the 
Palestinian people in restoring their dignity 
and achieving their long-denied freedom
People’s World  

A war without headlines:  
Israel’s shock-and-awe campaign 

in the West Bank

Graham Holton

The 2026 National Defense Strategy report, 
authored by Secretary of War Pete Hegseth, 
redefines the United States’ role in the world, 
prioritising the Western Hemisphere as the 
forefront of its strategic concern. The US is 
signalling that the Americas, from Greenland 
to South America, are critical to its national 
security, stability, and political influence, with 
a renewed reliance on the 1823 Monroe Doc-
trine. The Middle East is no longer a primary 
theatre for the US grand strategy. Instead 
it is a managed risk zone. Imported Middle 
Eastern oil is no longer essential to national 
security, only to assure global price stability. 
Any disruption to Middle Eastern oil supplies 
has limited impact on US oil demands. 

The US will prioritise hemispheric security as inte-
gral to national security, blurring the lines between 
domestic and regional defence. The US is reasserting 
its pre-eminence in the Western Hemisphere, assert-
ing no external military power will be tolerated if it 
undermines US influence in the region. Strategic 
objectives include energy integration, critical min-
eral cooperation, and reinforcing North American 
competitiveness. 

Many governments in Latin America already view 
US political, economic and military pressure as rem-
iniscent of historical interventionism, with this year 
seeing controversial military actions. Under operation 
Southern Spear, the US expanded its naval presence 
in the Caribbean and Eastern Pacific, deploying the 
largest US naval force in the region since the 1962 
Cuban Missile Crisis. This huge naval buildup was 

to strike small vessels said to be linked to narcotics 
trafficking – without proof. It linked drug trafficking 
and “authoritarian rule” as a challenge to US regional 
dominance. Framed in terms of regional security 
imperatives, US forces kidnapped Venezuela’s President 
Nicolás Maduro and his wife. The operation showed 
regime change and direct force are considered viable 
instruments for US strategic aims.

In bad news for Australians wanting to cling to 
the illusion that the United States is at all interested 
in an ‘international rules-based order,’ the Strategy 
calls that idea “a cloud castle abstraction.” Instead, it 
announces, the US will make agreements and alliances 
on a case-by-case basis in its own interests.

China is seen as a long-term strategic rival, rather 
than a cooperative partner, with the US wanting to 
counter Chinese influence across Latin America and 
the Caribbean. After 3 January, China and Russia are 
recalibrating their strategies in Latin America, with 
China reconsidering the depth of its engagement in 
the region.

The Strategy has a lot of bombast. Pages are 
devoted to scolding previous US administrations and 
praising Donald Trump’s “wise” and “courageous” 
policies.

Unsurprisingly, not all of the bombast is true. For 
example, Operation Rough Rider against Yemen’s 
Houthis which ended in the US withdrawing from 
the area after accidentally shooting down a US$67 
million Super Hornet and dropping two more in the 
sea is described a massive success, compelling the 
Houthis to sue for peace. Hegseth doesn’t mention 
that the Houthis announced that the ceasefire didn’t 
preclude attacking Israel.  

Monroe is back,  
rules-based international 

order is out
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Recruiting women for war
The Australian Defence Force (ADF) is having a lot of 
trouble meeting recruitment targets and stabilising reten-
tion rates. The government is desperate to increase its 
permanent workforce to 69,000 by the early 2030s but 
up to now has failed to meet intermediate targets, despite 
a number of government incentives including bonuses 
and training schemes. It has extended eligibility criteria to 
include individuals from Five Eyes partner nations (Canada, 
New Zealand, the UK, and the US) which has resulted in 
some additional recruits. Matt Keogh, Defence Personnel 
Minister, opened the door even wider in 2025, extending eli-
gibility to people with 12 months as permanent residents, 
dangling the carrot of citizenship after 90 days of service. 
The government is also looking to school leavers from the 
Pacific Islands.

The influential and bellicose Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute (ASPI), funded by government and the military 
industrial complex, has come up with a solution. “Facing 
a workforce crisis that requires recruiting, retaining and 
growing an increasingly specialised workforce, we have 
underutilised a strategic asset that could address our capa-
bility gaps,” an article in its publication, The Strategist, says. 
That asset is women. “This isn’t about diversity quotas. This 
is about operational readiness.” At present women com-
prise just under 20% of the ADF. 

Easier said than done. The ADF has experienced con-
siderably bad press in relation to alleged war crimes, and 
treatment of women and gender diverse recruits. The 
Human Rights Commission (HRC) carried out an extensive 
survey of men and women in the ADF. While some women 
reported positive experiences, it was a very different story 
for many others. Many women spoke about extremely 
demeaning attitudes towards women. “They’re a stud, and 
you’re a slut,” one female respondent said referring to how 
some male colleagues see women. “Women often spoke of 
being called sluts and bitches or of being called gay, dykes, 
or lesbians in a derogatory manner,” the HRC noted. “When 
I had my first interview with XXXX, the first thing he said 
to me was ‘Private, just so you know, I don’t think women 
should be in [this Service]’,” one female ADF member said.

There are other issues that affect women more than men 
such as having a family or other caring responsibilities 
which many reported having an impact on their career. The 
ADF has dragged its feet in recognising the specific issues 
such as pregnancy and child birth, and the impact these 
can have on women.

Sexual harassment and demeaning sexual comments are 
a serious issue in the ADF. “I’ve had a sergeant come on 
to me and because I’ve said no, ‘bugger off,’ I’ve then got a 
really bad PAR [Performance Appraisal Report],” was one 
comment. Another said: “I’ve heard all the comments as 
soon as someone posts on board, all the males’ opinions 
on whether they think that that person’s hot or not. It’s like, 
‘oh, fresh meat.’ ”

Thinking of women as “fresh meat” probably sums it up in 
more ways than one. The ADF is preparing for an imperi-
alist war against China with its forces under the command 
of and integrated within the US military. The ADF should be 
rebranded as the Australian War Force and Richard Marles 
the Minister for War.

As things are now, the call for more women looks like a 
call to fill up the shortfall of “fresh meat” to feed the US war 
machine. Maybe women are not interested in being the 
US’s “fresh meat,” and would rather the war budget was 
slashed and funds redirected to early childhood education 
and care or health care.
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A Carruthers

“Over the week of 19-25 Jan-
uary, the Communist Party 
of Vietnam convened its 14th 
National Congress. Against 
the backdrop of the current 
tumult in global affairs, the 
Congress made key author-
itative decisions about the 
direction of the country in the 
next five years.” The Congress 
is one of the most important 
dates in the democratic life of 
Vietnamese socialism. Under 
the guidance of the Central 
Committee and General Sec-
retary To Lam, the Congress 
took place with an atmosphere 
of innovation and consensus.

Here are some takeaways from 
the Congress central tasks:

1. Self-reliance, strategic 
autonomy: multilateral diversi-
fication of foreign policy is a prior-
ity in the changing world system. 
Peaceful and stable diplomacy 
matters now more than ever. Safe-
guarding the Fatherland is both an 
external and internal challenge – 
people’s incomes and living stand-
ards must increase if Vietnam is 
to maintain national self-reliance 
under these evolving conditions.

2. Party-building, Party 
rectification and eliminating 
corruption: in the previous period 
there were weak projects, waste 
and inefficiency both in industry 
and services. Since that period the 
Party, people and political system 
have come together to build a clean 
and strong Communist Party of 
Vietnam and a socialist rule-of-
law state that is crucial to winning 
support from the people. The wider 
public is gaining trust in the system 
and the Party.

3. Scientific development 
of green, new, advanced and 
quality productive forces: 
the emphasis is shifting towards 
high-quality development based 

firmly upon scientific socialist 
principles. These new, modern 
productive forces are not built at 
the expense of social relations – 
Vietnam will continue to pay atten-
tion to how these productive forces 
will make way for advanced culture 
and new, socialist social relation-
ships of harmony, democracy and 
happiness.

Also on the agenda is the build-
ing of a revolutionary and modern 
People’s Army and People’s Public 
Security that can safeguard sover-
eignty and build unity. 

As with all Marxist-Leninist 
parties, the important outcome is 
instituting and implementing the 
new Resolution of the Congress. 
This is a tradition shared by Com-
munist parties including ours. 

So what are we going to see in 
the next five years? More social-
ist democracy, socialist-oriented 
development, more happiness and 
prosperity, more advanced culture 
and civilisational expression, more 
unity around the Central Com-
mittee, more decisive action on 
climate, higher incomes and better 
living standards for the majority 
Vietnamese working class.

Core commitments will remain: 
an unwavering commitment to the 
founding morality of Ho Chi Minh 
Thought, socialism, communism, 
Marxism-Leninism and the Lenin-
ist principles of Party-building and 
strict Party governance. 

A bright new era dawns for Viet-
nam under the glorious flag of the 
Party. The steadfast path towards 
socialism will continue unabated 
until the 100th Anniversary of the 
CPV in 2030 and onwards. The 
historic victory of the Vietnamese 
revolution will continue.

Vietnamese media reports that 
the Party Central Committee unan-
imously elected To Lam, General 
Secretary of the 13th Party Central 
Committee, to continue serving as 
General Secretary of the 14th Party 
Central Committee.
For more on the Vietnam Communist 
Party’s Congress, see vietnamnews.
vn/topic/14th-National-party-
congress/34 and  
en.nhandan.vn  

What are the 
takeaways from the 
Communist Party 
of Vietnam’s 14th 

National Congress?

General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam, To Lam.
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Rex Patrick 

As public concerns over the AUKUS 
alliance rise – with expanding US 
bases in Australia and Donald Trump’s 
belligerent conduct, FOI documents 
reveal the government is secretly 
expanding its ‘US Department of War 
Protest’ Force. 

Most people won’t be aware that the Aus-
tralian Federal Police (AFP) has established 
a new command.

Headed by Commissioner Krissy Barrett, 
our national police force is made up of five 
regional commands (Northern, Eastern, 
Central, Southern, and Western) and a 
number of functional commanders dealing 
variously with crime, fraud and corruption, 
cyber operations, counter-terrorism and spe-
cial investigations, and protective security. 
No surprises there – the AFP structure is 
well established and pretty much what you 
would expect.

But now there’s a new AFP ‘AUKUS 
Command,’ established with little fanfare 
and headed by AFP Assistant Commissioner 
Sandra Booth.

AFP Assistant Commissioner for AUKUS 
Sandra Booth was invited by the NCIS (Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service) to visit the 
Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia, US.

AUKUS Command’s roles are centred on 
security for the AUKUS nuclear submarine 
project and interestingly include ‘Public 
Order Management,’ but its mandate is much 
broader than protecting nuclear submarines.

Michael West Media’s Freedom of Infor-
mation (FOI) request to the AFP, amongst 
other things, sought access to documents 
that show the terms of reference, functions 
and responsibilities of AUKUS Command 
and documents held by AUKUS Command 
that relate to potential political opposition 
and/or protest activity relating to the AUKUS 
nuclear-powered submarine project.

The AFP’s FOI response came in late 
and was covered with large swaths of black 
ink redacting most of the information, but 
enough has been revealed to show that the 
government is boosting its capability to deal 
with anticipated political protest activities 
against a much expanded US military and 
intelligence presence in Australia.

AUKUS PROTECTION
AUKUS Command starts with a “perma-

nent AFP horizontal security overlay” set up 
at HMAS Stirling (near Perth) to “support 
the Australian nuclear submarine program 
under the AUKUS initiative.” The set-up in 
some part replicates the US Department of 
Energy’s Nuclear Protective Forces and the 
UK’s Ministry of Defence Special Escort 
Group. 

The AFP AUKUS Command will initially 
conduct AUKUS protective security work, 

including waterborne and remotely piloted 
aircraft escorting of US Navy, Royal Navy 
and (eventually, maybe) Royal Australian 
Navy submarines in and out of waters around 
the base.

Submarines berthing at HMAS Stirling 
have to do a lengthy and protest-vulnerable 
surfaced transit through Gage Roads to get 
to/from the deep water north-west of Rot-
tnest Island.

The AUKUS Command has established 
a rapid response capability and is prepared 
for public order management operations. 

Officers in the AUKUS Command are 
trained in rapid appraisal, coxswaining, jet 
ski operation, remote piloting of aircraft and 
countering remotely piloted aircraft, protester 
negotiation techniques, protester removal 
techniques and “public order management 
munitions delivery.”

Initially, at least, the Command will 
comprise four teams, a ready reaction team 
and a canine unit.

NUCLEAR PROTESTERS 
NOT TOLERATED

Although anti-nuclear protests focused 
on visiting US Navy nuclear-powered sub-
marines have so far been small in scale, the 
AFP has likely been alerted to the possibil-
ities of larger scale water-borne protest by 
the “Rising Tide” environmental actions at 
Australia’s largest coal export terminal at 
Newcastle. 

Protest groups involved in those activities 
have already been subject to close scrutiny 
by the AFP and New South Wales Police.

In any case, it’s clear that the Australian 
government and the AFP are determined to 
demonstrate to the United States and the 
United Kingdom that there will be no tol-
erating protest activity that might impede 
or delay the movement of American and 
British submarines stationed at HMAS 
Stirling as part of the AUKUS Submarine 
Rotational Force – West. 

But wait, there’s more, much more. It 
turns out that protecting nuclear subma-
rines is only part of the AUKUS Command’s 
responsibilities.

The first giveaway as to the much broader 
purpose of the Command is the fact that a 25 
July 2025, Memorandum of Understanding 
signed by Assistant Commissioner Booth 
was between the AFP and, not the Austral-
ian Submarine Agency, but the Department 
of Defence.

The previously secret AFP documents 
released under FOI show that the AFP 
AUKUS Command will have strategic 
responsibility for delivery of protective 
security services to “specified Defence bases) 
under the Defence MOU, with a significant 
focus on building and supporting a future-
ready Protective Security Officer workforce.

PINE GAP
The documents do not reveal which 

Defence bases, but the FOI request did cap-
ture emails between Assistant Commissioner 
Booth and other AFP officers dealing with 
a protest that took place last year at Joint 
Defence Facility Pine Gap, the top-secret 
signals intelligence facility near Alice Springs 
that’s operated by the US National Security 
Agency, the US National Reconnaissance 
Office and the Australian Signals Directo-
rate (ASD).

Major upgrades are taking place at a 
number of other Australian Defence Force 
facilities to accommodate an expanded US 
military presence in Northern and Western 
Australia.

Significant works have also been under-
way at Australian intelligence facilities, 
including a major perimeter security upgrade 
and installation of new satellite dishes at the 
ASD’s Shoal Bay Receiving Station, nineteen 
kilometres north-east of Darwin. 

As the US defence and intelligence foot-
print expands, it’s likely that the AUKUS 
Command’s security and “public order 
management” responsibilities will be quite 
wide-ranging.

MORE PROTESTS COMING 
As public concerns rise over nuclear 

issues, it’s very likely the arrival of the US 
submarine rotational force at HMAS Stir-
ling, the increasing disposition of US forces 
around Australia and the abandoning by 
the US of a ‘rules-based order’ will lead to 
more protests.

The Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Out-
look (MYEFO) handed down in December 
showed an allocation to the AFP AUKUS 
Command of $73.8 million in this financial 
year and $125.2 million in the next.

The expenditure publication was unu-
sual, given that the government thinks it is 
entirely appropriate to wrap

AUKUS COSTS:  
TOTAL SECRECY

Indeed, even in this release, cost infor-
mation in the MOU was redacted.

There’s a lack of transparency.
It is accepted that some things around 

nuclear submarines are properly confiden-
tial. But the Australian government has 
been wrapping a thick secrecy blanket over 
everything to do with AUKUS; absolutely 
everything.

As an FOI related transparency fight goes 
on in background, including in the Federal 
Court where this writer is trying to get access 
to documents that advise the government on 
how to select a high-level radioactive waste 
site, the government has (in contrast to the 
US and UK) refused to allow for an inquiry 
into this bankrupting Defence capability.

Instead of bringing the Australian public 
along with them, instead of generating social 
licence for the project, instead of being up 
front about the integration of the Australian 
Defence Force into the US Armed Forces at 
a time when Australians are struggling with 
confidence in the US, opaqueness is the order 
of the day for the government.

And now, for good measure, there’s a 
whole new AFP command to keep a lid on the 
secrets and to crack down on public protests.
Rex Patrick is a former Senator for South 
Australia and, earlier, a submariner in the armed 
forces. Best known as an anti-corruption and 
transparency crusader, Rex is also known as 
the “Transparency Warrior.”
Michael West Media  
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Australia’s secret anti-protest 
force for US Department of War

Defence Minister Richard Marles meets US Secretary for War Pete Hegseth.  
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