
Marcus Browning

The rise of the right is clear to see in 
Australia’s defence of Israel’s geno-
cide on the Palestinians, with a news 
blackout reinforced by the outlawing 
of pro-Palestinian protests and the 
Albanese government welcoming the 
blood-soaked Israeli President with 
open arms.

The right was also in the forefront in 
exploiting the mass shooting tragedy at 
Bondi Beach last year. The NSW Minns Labor 
government, with Chris Minns was cynically 
looking to deploy troops in the streets and 
taking the opportunity to arm police with 
military hardware: weapons in the name of 
the 15 victims.

This came soon after the same police 
force had stood by and watched neo-Nazi 
thugs pose for publicity photos in front of 
state parliament, followed by what was an 
online recruitment drive for the fascists 
dressed up as reportage in Nine Media’s 
Sydney Morning Herald.

All the while the media promotional whirl 
surrounds Pauline Hanson, normalising her 
hate-and-division fascist grouping.

In terms of war propaganda, although 
Australia is not a member of NATO the 
Albanese government and the monopo-
ly-controlled media — the media owned by 
Nine and Murdoch, and the ABC too — have 
become just as much a part of the NATO war 
machine as all the planes, helicopters, tanks, 
battleships, and cruise missiles. 

Meanwhile the economic crisis grows 
deeper, all the system’s contradictions 
becoming sharper, the aggressiveness of 
capital gaining in intensity and brutality.

Fascism and its defeat are too often seen 
as past historical events. In contemporary 
Australia, the ruling class responses to the 
system’s ongoing crisis is to criminalise ref-
ugees, militant workers, Arabic and Muslim 
Australians, environmentalists and anti-war 
activists. The Albanese government brings 
into force an industrial relations system 
devised by the Business Council of Australia 
and enacts a hostile takeover of the mili-
tant construction union (CFMEU). Illegal, 
immoral wars are waged.

The accumulation of contradictions in 

capitalist society has seen the growth of the 
economic, political and strategic power of big 
finance capital and transnational enterprises 
and the strong assault on basic social and 
democratic rights of the working people.

TRUMP REGIME
Internationally, at the centre of emergent 

fascism is the US, displayed clearly in the 
regime of Donald Trump. In the heartland 
of capitalism in its imperialist stage, we see 
before us the march towards fascism. It has 
not yet consolidated itself into a fully-fledged 

system, but is moving by incremental steps, 
starting with authoritarianism.

Almost every day there is a new move in 
this direction – the global thug kidnaps the 
president of Venezuela, renames the Gulf of 
Mexico, and threatens to annex Greenland, 
Panama, or Canada. Mainstream media 
commentators note each new event, inci-
dent, or proclamation without exposing the 
connections between each of these moments 
and the system which is being constructed 
behind the headlines. 

Like every would-be fascist dictator, 
Trump has insisted that he will “restore 
law-and-order.” To that end, the military 
has appeared in the streets of the US, and 
in the very capital itself. A new national 
police force is in the offing, backed up 
by the fanatical forces of Trump’s MAGA 
movement and massive amounts of tax-
payer money. Like every fascist dictator, 
from the first day of his regime, Trump 
has been governing by executive order, 
sidelining Congress, the courts, and any 
form of democratic institution.

Continued on page 2
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Just off to the chemist
How’s your health? People like to say you can’t 

take your health for granted. One thing we do take 
for granted in Australia – most of us – is medicine. 
If you’re sick, you can see a doctor, and if you need 
medicine you go to the chemists and get some.

That’s most of us. Healthcare is very stretched in 
this country, especially in country areas. Most people 
though, if they need medicine, can go get some.

We shouldn’t take these things for granted because 
we didn’t always have them and there’s no reason to 
think we’ll always have them. In fact, there are very 
good reasons to think that the affordable medicine 
we have in this country won’t last forever.

Still, at least we’re not the US. Almost all Aus-
tralians, no matter how they feel about the USA, 
know that the health system there is a hot mess. 
Health insurance companies come between people 
and medical services and charge a fortune. It’s not 
unknown for people in the US to stay in jobs they 
don’t like for the health insurance. Some stay in 
marriages they don’t like for the same reason – the 
spouse they can’t stand has good health insurance 
that covers them too.

It’s crazy! Likewise with medicines. As business 
reporter Ian Verrender says, for a nation at the fore-
front of medical innovation and drug manufacture, 
vast numbers of US citizens “simply can’t afford to 
access to vital medicines.”

Australians are much better off because we have 
Medicare and the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, 
the PBS. The PBS means that instead of pharma 
companies ripping us off one by one, they have to 
deal with the Australian government, one big buyer, 
first. The result is that, mostly, we can afford the 
medicine we need (see Guardian #2139 for details)

Big pharmaceutical companies hate this – a 
market of some 26 million people not paying the 
absolute maximum. Pharma lobbyists, complaining 
to the US government called the PBS “egregious and 
discriminatory.” They also claimed that the less-than-
obscene profits they extract from sick Australians 
stifle innovation and competitiveness.

There is huge pressure from the big pharma com-
panies to change this situation. They’ve been working 
on it for decades and they have very deep pockets. 
Good news for now is that Prime Minister Albanese 
has said that the PBS is not up for negotiation, when 
it was first threatened by the Trump administration.

That’s good ... as far as it goes, but Albo has been 
known to back down before. The PBS covers a gigan-
tic number of drugs. Every other month medications 
are added and deleted. Someone we know saw the 
cost of two vital medications go from $7 to $40 over-
night!  So in the face of especially hard lobbying, 
or to give Donald Trump the impression he’s had a 
win, it wouldn’t be impossible for the government 
to tweak the PBS to give big Pharma a bit of what 
it wants.

Big capital never stops working for higher returns, 
that’s the nature of the beast. This means that as long 
as there are huge profits at stake, they’ll keep working 
on it and we can’t take our wealth for granted. The 
government would like us to think they’ve got this 
sorted, but really all they’ve done is put up chicken 
wire to keep a very patient and powerful fox at bay.

The real solution for long term security about our 
health is for the people to own and run the medicine 
business for public benefit, not for profit. That might 
sound utopian and impossible, but that’s how the US 
feels about the PBS. We know it’s possible because 
we’ve got it. Public ownership of the medicine-mak-
ing business is possible. That’s what the Communist 
Party of Australia is working for.
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From 27 February to 1 March 
2026, elected delegates rep-
resenting Communist Party 
organisations from all over 
Australia will gather in Mel-
bourne for the 15th National 
Congress of the Party. There 
will be an opening on the Fri-
day night, 27 February, to 
which all Guardian readers, 
their families and friends are 
invited. (Details will be pro-
vided in a future issue of the 
Guardian.)

Over three days, delegates will 
discuss the work of the Party, make 
any amendments to and adopt a 
Political Resolution. In the lead-up 
to the Congress, Party members 
are discussing and submitting 

amendments to the draft Political 
Resolution. In January 2026 the 
Central Committee will consider 
these amendments and finalise the 
draft to be put to Congress.

Congress will elect a new Cen-
tral Committee to lead the work of 
the Party until the next National 
Congress. As the highest body of 
the Party, it can also amend the 
Party’s Program and Constitution 
and adopt other resolutions as its 
delegates may determine.

The CPA has launched a Spe-
cial Appeal to help defray the costs 
associated with holding a National 
Congress. These are considerable 
with delegates coming from as far 
away as Perth, the printing of doc-
uments, etc.

We are appealing to Party 
members, organisations, and all 
friends and supporters of the Party, 
including Guardian readers, to 
help us reach our $10,000 target 
as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the 
form below or write your details on 
a separate piece of paper to send 
with your contribution. Payment by 
credit card can also be phoned in 
on 02 9699 8844 or use the direct 
credit details.

All contributions will be 
acknowledged in the Guardian, 
with the names of contributors 
unless otherwise requested. We 
look forward to your support for 
this important occasion.  

Congress Appeal

15th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal 
I, (Name) ........................................................
Address.................................................................................... 
wish to contribute $................ to the above Appeal. 

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash  
for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
For Credit Card payments fill out the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20 □ Visa □ Mastercard 
Name on the card ....................................
Signature: ......................................... 
Card Number __________ _________ ________ _________ 
Expiry Date ____/____

I agree/disagree to having my name published in the Guardian 
in acknowledgement of my contribution. 

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010  
or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

Direct credit details
BSB 062006 
Acct 00802169
or use the QR code.
Include “Congress Appeal” with 
transaction. If you want to be 
acknowledged in the Guardian 
(give name as it should appear).

OPPOSE EMERGENT 
FASCISM

Continued from page 1

HISTORY
To know the history of fascism 

– its development, its defeat and 
its resurgence today – we begin 
with Bulgarian Communist Party 
leader and General Secretary of the 
Communist International, Georgi 
Dimitrov.

Just over 90 years ago, on 2 
August 1935, Dimitrov delivered a 
report to the 7th World Congress of 
the Communist International. This 
lengthy report contains within its 
pages the definition of fascism that 
Communists throughout the world 
have held to be true and accurate 
since it was first elaborated. What, 
then, is fascism?

The Communist International 
defined fascism as “the open ter-
rorist dictatorship of the most 
reactionary, most chauvinistic, and 
most imperialist elements of finance 
capital.” Dimitrov explained that 
fascism developed out of the sharp-
ening of the class struggle and that 
it was “not a form of state power 

standing above both classes – the 
proletariat [working class] and the 
bourgeoisie [capitalist class].” On 
the contrary, “fascism is the power 
of finance capital itself.”

Dimitrov said that fascism 
becomes the favoured form of the 
capitalist class because “the capi-
talists are no longer able to main-
tain their dictatorship by the old 
methods of parliamentarism and of 
bourgeois democracy in general.” 
In fact, democracy in capitalism 
becomes “a hindrance in the strug-
gle against the proletariat.” 

Fascism then is not an inevita-
ble stage of capitalism but depends 
on the development of the “forces 
of the fighting proletariat.” Fas-
cism, from that point of view, is 
an attempt to forestall the growth 
of the forces of revolution.

Those forces of revolution are 
growing around the word as capi-
talism fails to deliver. In the UK dis-
content is on the rise after years of 
a Labour government that presses 
ahead on autopilot with Tory cru-
elty towards those in need. Across 

Europe ‘centrist’ parties promise no 
future other than a neoliberalism 
that has failed.

ONE WAY AHEAD
There is only one way to defeat 

fascism, and Dimitrov knew what 
it was. All the forces and people’s 
movements and political parties 
from the centre to the left, includ-
ing democratic socialists, social 
democrats, other left entities, and 
communists themselves, must put 
aside their differences and organise 
themselves into a mass united front 
to resist confront and oppose every 
manifestation of fascism.

This will not be an easy task. 
Class collaboration and opportun-
ism is rife among the non-com-
munist centre and centre-left, and 
communist parties throughout the 
capitalist-imperialist world are 
rebuilding their strength and influ-
ence in a period of counter-revolu-
tion. Still, it is a task which must be 
done. Fascism must be defeated.
See Guardian #2169 for a review of 
'Against Fascism and War.'  
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A party is needed that 
challenges the social order,  
that puts interests of the 

working class first.

M Santos

“The future of the world and 
humanity is at stake,” starts 
the draft Political Resolution 
to be put to the 15th National 
Congress of the Communist 
Party of Australia. “In recent 
years the relentless capitalist 
system has ensured a collapse 
of the world’s ecosystems, all 
whilst exploiting to its greatest 
extent the labour of the work-
ing class in a self-consuming 
downward spiral.”

Congress will be held from 27 
February to 1 March, under the 
banners of “Fight for Jobs, the 
Planet and Socialism” and “Action 
for a Socialist Future.” The Political 
Resolution is the main document to 
be considered by Congress. It was 
originally drafted by the Central 
Committee (CC) and then sent out 
to Party organisations for their con-
sideration over a period of months.

All Party members were able to 
join in discussion of the draft and 
propose amendments for consid-
eration by other members in their 
branches. State conferences were 
held in October where amendments 
from branches were considered. In 
regions where there is not a state 
committee, branches sent proposed 
amendments directly to the CC for 
consideration.

The CC received more than 
400 amendments which greatly 
enriched the final draft that will 
be considered by Congress. Con-
gress will also elect a new Central 
Committee. More than 60 delegates 
and a number of observers will be 
taking part from across Australia.

Many newer and younger 
members are attending their first 
Congress and looking forward to 
taking part in setting the direction 
of the Party’s work over the next 
four years.

The period since the 14th 
National Congress in 2022 has been 
one of rapid change. Capitalism is 
in crisis on all fronts and its effects 
are being felt around the world – 
economic, food, water, refugee, 
and environmental crises as well as 

ongoing conflicts and the threat of 
new wars, possibly nuclear. These 
crises have a common thread – 
their origins lie in the system of 
capitalism.

US President Trump has under-
mined the United Nations and other 
international bodies through the use 
of his undemocratic veto power on 
the Security Council, and by cutting 
funding and withdrawing from the 
UN Climate Change Framework and 
more than 60 other organisations.

Trump has moved on Vene-
zuela, handing over oil reserves 
to US corporations. He is threat-
ening Cuba, Mexico, and other 
Latin American states with regime 
change, possibly by invasion. Green-
land remains a target.

In the US, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) fascist 
thugs are terrorising populations, 
disappearing citizens and non-cit-
izens. In other Western states, 
including Australia, fascists are on 
the rise with the capitalist media 
backing them in.

“The capitalist class is getting 
richer, and the working class is 
becoming poorer. Wealth continues 
to concentrate amongst capitalists, 
with the disparity between the 
lowest and highest income earners 
reaching new records since the last 
CPA Congress. This is the failure 
of the capitalist system,” the draft 
resolution says.

“Our political leaders at the 
behest of the national bourgeoi-
sie, provide support – logistics, 
weaponry and propaganda – to 
aid genocidal Israeli aggression in 
West Asia (Middle East), under-
mine China and sovereignty of 
other nations, and finance the war 
in Ukraine. AUKUS, which only 
further entrenches our continued 
loss of Australian sovereignty to an 
ever more hostile and aggressive 
United States war machine, not 
only hampers good relations with 
our neighbours in the region, but 
undermines the safety and security 
of all Australians,” the draft reso-
lution says.

Palestinians are being subjected 
to a prolonged and brutal genocide 

in Gaza, and in the occupied West 
Bank they are being displaced and 
shot by settlers and the Israeli mil-
itary who act with impunity.

“The capitalist order is in crisis, 
including here at home. Headlines 
frequently feature crises of all kinds: 
cost-of-living, housing, climate, 
rising military expenditure, cuts to 
public services, and offshoring of 
our manufacturing base. And yet 
the media fails to point to the causes 
of the problem: obscene profit, 
limited public ownership, minimal 
regulation, a lack of democratic 
participation in decision-making, 
diminished workers’ rights, and 
inadequate ambition in state-led 
construction, production, and envi-
ronmental protection. Capitalism 
is entering a new stage of crisis and 
stagnation.

“This blatant theft from the 
people – of our time, of our wealth, 
of our services, of our cultures, of 
our environment and even our 
futures through the climate crisis – 
is at the heart of capitalism. Without 
intervention, the insatiable need for 
profit threatens all life.”

NEED FOR A 
COMMUNIST PARTY

The need for a strong, influ-
ential Communist Party in Aus-
tralia has never been greater. The 
Albanese Labor government has 
failed dismally to fulfil the hopes 
of many for a better Australia. The 
Coalition’s divisions and Labor’s 
failures have opened the way for 
the likes of Pauline Hanson’s One 
Nation to rise.

There is plenty of money for 
corporate tax cuts, fossil fuel 
rebates and billions of dollars for 
AUKUS and war preparations but 
not enough to give the unemployed 
an extra $50 or $100 a week or to 
help pensioners out. Homelessness 
continues to increase and housing 
worsens as governments dismantle 
public housing.

The working class and its trade 
unions play an important role in 
defending and promoting the inter-
ests of working people and their 
families, but it also needs a political 
party of its own. The Labor Party 
does not fulfil that role. A party is 
needed that challenges the social 
order, that puts interests of the 
working class first, before private 
profits and climate change.

Trade unions should be inde-
pendent of the capitalist state and 
the conduct of union affairs should 
be rightfully in the hands of each 
union’s membership. The Party is 
working to increase member par-
ticipation in unions.

The Communist Party is a 
working class party. It openly and 
proudly takes sides, the side of the 
working class. The Communist 
Party and its newspaper the Guard-
ian are on the side of the workers 
and seek to change the system to 
one that protects and promotes 
workers’ interests – socialism.

This struggle is not just an 
economic one but political and 
ideological. The ideological strug-
gle centres on raising awareness 
of the class nature of the capitalist 
system and the existence of the 
class struggle.

The ruling class is creating 
fear and fostering divisions in the 
working class on the basis of race 
and religion to prevent the unity 
of the people in support of left and 
progressive alternatives.

TIME FOR ACTION
“The need for a broad united 

front in Australia is pressing. 
Historically, all progressive and 
democratic sections of society 
have taken up campaigns against 
the effects of social and economic 
crises, the drive to war, and the 
attacks on democratic rights and 
living standards,” the Political 
Resolution states.

“The united front can be facil-
itated by agreements between 
working-class organisations and 
parties to achieve certain policies. 
It is desirable that agreements lead 
to joint action by the workers.”

The draft Political Resolution 
calls on members to build the Party 
and for disciplined branch work 
keeping in mind Efficiency, Enthu-
siasm, Collectivity, and Consistency 
while stressing the need for unity. 
“Unity is one of the most important 

questions facing the working class 
movement as a whole, including 
our Party.”

The document highlights 
priority areas of struggle in the 
coming period: trade unions, 
the environment, opposition to 
war and imperialism, rights for 
First Nations people, the hous-
ing, health, and education crises 
facing the working class, interna-
tional solidarity, and building a 
progressive electoral alternative 
for the working class.

It concludes: “We must stand 
as a disciplined force, uniting the 
working class and directing its 
energy toward victory. We face 
hardship, sacrifice, and unrelenting 
opposition, yet we do not flinch.

“Our path is clear: to organise, 
to fight, to seize every opening 
until the banner of communism is 
raised over a world remade. This 
is not a dream but a task, and it is 
ours to fulfil.”

If you would like to know more 
about the CPA and its aims, then 
you are very welcome to attend the 
opening of the Party’s Congress 
which will take place on Friday, 
27 February. (See invitation) 
Bring your friends, colleagues 
and family. It will be a great night 
with entertainment, speeches and 
refreshments.  

15th National Congress CPA:
Action for a Socialist Future

Western Australia
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The federal government gave the green light to more than 57,000 
hectares of threatened species habitat destruction last year, mak-
ing it the worst 12-month period in 15 years. 

The Australian Conservation Foundation’s Extinction wrapped 
2025 finds:

The northern quoll had more of its habitat approved to be de-
stroyed in 2025 than any other threatened animal. 

Western Australia’s Pilbara region is home to all of the ‘top five 
animal species worst affected by approved habitat destruction: 
the northern quoll, night parrot, ghost bat, Pilbara leaf-nosed bat, 
and Pilbara olive python .

A total of 42 plants and animals were added to Australia’s list of 
species threatened with extinction in 2025. 

The night parrot was moved from ‘endangered’ to ‘critically en-
dangered’ and is second on the list of Australian threatened spe-
cies worst impacted by federally-approved destruction in 2025.

In January 2025, ACF reported that 2024 was a record-breaking 
year for the amount of koala habitat consigned to the bulldozers 
(just over 3,000ha); 2025 smashes that record, with 4,511ha of 
koala homes given approval to be destroyed. 

“In 2025, the government gave the greenlight to bulldoze more 
than twice as much habitat for threatened species as it did in 
2024,” said ACF’s CEO Adam Bandt. 

“The 57,000 hectares of government-approved destruction last 
year are just the tip of the iceberg, with countless more hectares 
of bush and forests being bulldozed unchecked. 

“With new nature laws there’s great potential for change, but the 
onus is firmly on the Albanese government to turn words into ac-
tion. Once these species are gone, they’re gone forever. As the 
government finalises the new rules to protect bush and forests 
and sets up the national EPA, nature needs real protections en-
forced by a watchdog with real bite.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Queensland’s Crisafulli government, 
which has approved expansion of a coal mine that was found by 
the Queensland Land Court to have failed to reduce its green-
house gas emissions. The decision has been condemned by 
community group Lock the Gate.

Lock the Gate and Coral Rowston from Environmental Advo-
cacy in Central Queensland lodged objections to the Ensham 
mine, near Emerald in Central Queensland and in March 2025 
the Land Court made a decision to recommend against approval 
of the mine. The Minister is not required to follow the recommen-
dation of the Land Court and approved the mine. Ellen Roberts, 
National Coordinator for Lock the Gate, said that the Minister’s 
unprecedented decision to approve the Ensham mine will lead to 
more climate disasters for Queenslanders.

“Minister Last conveniently doesn’t mention that the Queens-
land Land Court recommended against this mine – given that the 
company had failed to meaningfully reduce the greenhouse gas 
emissions released during the mining process,” she said.

“It is highly unusual, possibly unprecedented, for the Minister not 
to follow the recommendation from the Land Court.”

Coal mines leak huge amounts of methane gas during the mining 
process and mines are expected to pull their weight and imple-
ment measures to prevent gas leaks, and the Land Court found 
that the Ensham mine’s owners have made no effort to do so.

“In approving this climate-polluting mine ,the LNP government 
has sold out the Queenslanders who are dealing with the finan-
cial impacts of climate change such as intense flooding, which is 
only set to get worse as climate change worsens,” said Roberts.

“By 2030, coal mines are on track to become the biggest source 
of Queensland’s emissions, with this decision today it seems the 
LNP government is determined to give multinational mining com-
panies a free pass when it comes to reducing their emissions.”

The mine is also situated on some of Queensland’s best crop-
ping land, putting Queensland’s food and water security at risk; 
28 coal expansions are currently tabled in Queensland and if 
they are all approved would see an estimated 10,614 hectares 
of wildlife habitat cleared and use a combined 3.7 trillion litres of 
water.
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Phil Ochi

The latest release of the Epstein files has 
brought to light many dealings the billionaire 
child-abuser had with rich and powerful peo-
ple in the US and the UK. Kevin Rudd’s name 
has also been mentioned in one email talking 
about him as a possible lunch guest (Rudd 
claims he declined the invitation).

In the UK, there’s a major scandal over the role 
of former UK Labor figure Peter Mandelson. Once a 
close associate of UK PM Tony Blair’s, Mandelson had 
been elevated to the House of Lords and was serving 
as British ambassador to the US before the Epstein 
files revealed that Mandelson had assisted Epstein in 
trying to influence British government policy. Epstein 
had to water down a planned tax on bonuses for CEOs, 
and Mandelson seems to have passed on confidential 
information to him. It’s a major scandal in the UK 
and Mandelson is no longer an ambassador or a Lord.

In 2020, the Rudd Labor government has proposed 
a mining super profits tax. Naturally the mining indus-
try was ropable and promised to spend $100 million 
a day on anti-Labor advertising. It was a coordinated 
campaign. Mandelson was right in it, sharing emails 
with Epstein and the boss of mining company Xstrata 
about the mining industry’s strategy and urging them 
to “build the broadest possible coalition” to pressure 
Rudd’s government to back down on the tax.

Mandelson advised that the mining companies 
needed to shape the narrative, saying that it was hard 
to argue against the argument that all Australians 
should profit from the resource boom, and urging them 
to avoid the topic becoming an issue of “who governs 
Australia, the voters ... or the mining companies.”

Mandelson received payments amounting to AU 
$147,538 from Epstein, but claims he has no recol-
lection of receiving the payments.  

Kevin Rudd and 
Jeffrey Epstein:  

the links

Jeffrey Epstein. Photo: public domain

The Australian Workers’ 
Union (AWU) has said it’s 
“shocked” to hear of the 
death of a worker at New-
mont’s Tanami gold mine 
situated in a remote part of 
the Northern Territory, yes-
terday afternoon.

The AWU has sent sincere con-
dolences to the worker’s friends and 
family and to their colleagues onsite 
who are understandably upset.

The AWU calls on the Mine 
Operator (Newmont) and NT 
WorkSafe to undertake an open and 
transparent investigation.

Quotes attributable to AWU 
spokesperson and Queensland 
Secretary of the AWU Queensland 
Secretary Stacey Schinnerl called 
the death a tragic reminder that 
mine sites are dangerous places.

“Events like these send shock-
waves through our entire national 

mining industry.” said Schinnerl. 
“This is a reminder why the union 
always emphasises safety over 
production.”

Safety legislation in the North-
ern Territory was last updated in 
2022.  The NT government says 
that the territory is “committed 
to improving the work health and 
safety of all Australian workers.”
Australian Workers’ Union  

Gold mining death:  
union calls for investigation
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Andrew Brown

NSW Police have assaulted dozens of 
peaceful protestors who gathered to 
protest the visit by Israeli president 
Isaac Herzog to Australia. 

I was there. Not watching from a distance. 
Not reconstructing events from police state-
ments. I was on the steps of Sydney Town 
Hall, with organisers and MPs, looking out 
over a vast peaceful crowd and then watching 
the state choose violence.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog arrived in 
Sydney for a tightly secured visit. That con-
text matters, because what unfolded was not 
crowd management. It was a demonstration 
of power. A message. A deliberate assertion 
of authority.

At least five sitting members of the Minns 
government were present. They were not 
hovering at the edges. They were chanting 
with the crowd. Standing shoulder to shoul-
der with constituents. 

This was not fringe politics. This was 
Parliament in the street.

Dr Muhammad Mustafa, known widely 
as Dr Mo, did not address the crowd. He 
spoke quietly to me. Online, he goes by the 
handle ‘Dr Mo the Beast from the Middle 
East,’ a name that reads like bravado until 
you understand what forged it.

He told me about operating on children 
without anaesthetic. About hospitals with-
out power. About performing surgery by 
torchlight while bombs fell nearby. About 
the dozens of his own relatives who have 
been murdered in Gaza.

He did not raise his voice. He did not 
need to. People who have lived through 
that kind of loss do not perform outrage. 
They carry it.

While tens of thousands of Australians 
stood in the open air exercising democratic 
rights, Premier Chris Minns was not there.

He was dining.

DINING WITH  
A WAR CRIMINAL

Inside the International Convention 
Centre, Minns broke bread with Herzog 
as the Israeli president spoke about social 
cohesion.

This is the same Isaac Herzog who once 
declared there were no innocent civilians in 
Palestine. The same Herzog who autographed 
artillery shells later dropped on Gaza. His 

government now stands before international 
courts, its conduct under legal scrutiny. Minns 
knew exactly what this moment represented.

This was his chance to correct that.
Herzog was in town. The optics were 

international. Minns was not going to lose 
again.

PEACE, THEN VIOLENCE
The rally ended peacefully. Speakers 

finished. People began to leave.
That should have been the end of the day.
Instead, it was the beginning of a delib-

erate escalation.
New South Wales Police blocked exits 

and sealed movement south toward Circular 
Quay. People trying to go home were trapped 
without explanation. There were no clear 
lawful directions. No safety rationale. Just 
containment.

Bottlenecks were deliberately created. 
Confusion was manufactured. Then force 
was applied to the disorder police themselves 
had caused. This was not crowd control. It 
was crowd engineering.

POLICE BRUTALITY
I watched police push into a dispersing 

crowd.
I watched elderly people panic.
I watched bodies hit the ground.
I helped a young girl who had been 

pepper sprayed in the face and collapsed 
into a seizure on the pavement. She was 
convulsing, incapacitated. As she lay there 
on the ground, police sprayed her again in 
the face. Again.

ATTACKS ON  
THE ELDERLY

Nearby, I helped a 71-year-old woman 
whose eyes and face were burned red from 
pepper spray. She was blinded, sobbing, 
asking what she had done wrong. She had 
done nothing. My mother is 84 years old. 
She was attempting to leave peacefully. She 
was pushed by police, knocked to the ground, 
and suffered a fractured arm.

My sister lives with Parkinson’s disease. 
She was shoved and thrust by police during 
the same operation.

Later, I witnessed a line crossed that 
should alarm anyone who believes Aus-
tralia still respects basic freedoms. Sheikh 
Wesam Charkawi was praying peacefully 
with followers, prostrate on the ground. 

Silent. Non-confrontational. Police moved 
in anyway.

People were brutalised while in the act of 
prayer. Shoved. Dragged. Hauled up by force.

This was no longer just an attack on pro-
test. It was an attack on worship.

There were roughly 500 police deployed 
at Town Hall and an estimated 3,000 across 
the CBD. This scale was not accidental. It was 
a show of force. Police created the disorder 
they later claimed to suppress. This tactic is 
known. It is taught. It is deliberate.

And it is political.

MINNS OWNS THIS
Chris Minns owns this operation from top 

to bottom. He cannot hide behind operational 
reviews or police statements. His own MPs 
were there. Chanting. Watching. Warning. 
They knew instantly this was wrong.

Minns wanted to prove he was in charge. 
He wanted to assert authority while hosting 
a foreign leader accused of mass atrocities. 
He chose force as his language.

A Premier who dines with a leader 
accused of genocide, who has signed the 
very bombs dropped on civilians, while 
his police break the arm of an 84-year-old 
woman, assault a woman with Parkinson’s 
disease, spray a seizing child in the face, and 
brutalise people at prayer has forfeited all 
moral authority to govern.

This was not a mistake.
Chris Minns may still occupy the office. 

“Thank you friends,” he told the pro-Israel 
crowd at the Convention Centre to a warm 
round of applause.

But that night in the streets of Sydney, 
while he clinked glasses with Isaac Herzog, 
he lost the right to lead this state.
michaelwest.com.au
https://michaelwest.com.au/this-was-planned-
and-chris-minns-owns-it/

A Sydney comrade writes: the protesters 
numbered in the tens of thousands. Police 
also numbered in the thousands, including 
cavalry, AFP, sound cannons and riot squads. 
It got violent – most of what you’re seeing are 
stray clips but it was so chaotic a lot of things 
were missed. 27 arrests including one of our 
members. There was some disarray which 
enabled police to kettle us at Town Hall. They 
pepper sprayed indiscriminatingly, charged 
the crowd, and beat people who were trying 
to disperse. They ordered people to go in one 
direction and then blocked it off to trap people. 
They issued move along orders to trapped 
protesters and arrested them for disobeying it. 
After dispersion began towards Central, they 
chased after protesters and continued spraying 
and beating people. The state was out in full, 
militarised force, gleefully inflicting violence on 
unarmed civilians. I am frankly shocked that 
no one was killed and there are many more 
serious injuries than the handful on the current 
news.
A large party contingent was present with 
representation from all NSW branches. This 
was a radicalising experience for many of 
our younger comrades for whom this type of 
confrontation was a first.
(more on Herzog protests, page 8)  

Comrades of the Communist 
Party of Australia, 
Delegates of the 15th National 
Congress,
Revolutionary greetings from 
occupied Palestine,

On behalf of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales-
tine, we extend to you our warmest 
fraternal greetings on the occasion 
of your 15th National Congress, and 
we express our sincere wishes for its 
success in advancing the struggles 
of the Australian working class and 
progressive forces.

We highly value your princi-
pled positions in solidarity with 
the Palestinian people and your 
clear stance against Zionist colo-
nialism and genocide. At a time 

when our people in Gaza, the West 
Bank, Jerusalem, and the refugee 
camps are subjected to systematic 
extermination, displacement, and 
starvation, your voice stands as a 
living proof that internationalism 
is not a slogan, but a commitment 
rooted in struggle and conscience.

The Palestinian people today 
are confronting one of the most 
brutal phases of colonial aggression, 
supported politically, militarily, 
and economically by imperialist 
powers led by the United States. 
The Zionist occupation continues 
its war of annihilation in Gaza, 
its apartheid policies in the West 
Bank, and its attempts to liquidate 
the Palestinian cause by force and 
coercion. Yet, despite all this, our 

people remain steadfast, resisting 
with determination and holding 
firmly to their inalienable national 
rights: 
•  the right to self-determination, 
•  the right to an independent 

Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital, 

•  and the right of return for 
refugees in accordance with 
UN Resolution 194.

We salute your party’s opposi-
tion to militarism, imperialist alli-
ances, and war policies, including 
your struggle against AUKUS and 
foreign military bases. These posi-
tions reflect a shared understanding 
that the same system which exploits 
workers and plunders nations is 
the system that arms Israel and 

protects its crimes. Our struggle for 
liberation in Palestine is insepara-
ble from the global struggle against 
imperialism, racism, and capitalist 
exploitation. 

Comrades, your Congress 
convenes at a moment of historic 
responsibility. The growing inter-
national solidarity with Palestine, 
the exposure of Zionist crimes, and 
the rising resistance of oppressed 
peoples confirm that justice cannot 
be buried under bombs, and that 
truth cannot be silenced by censor-
ship or intimidation.

We reaffirm our belief that 
the liberation of Palestine and the 
victory of the working class and 
oppressed peoples worldwide are 
part of one common battlefront. 

We look forward to strengthening 
relations between our movements 
on the basis of anti-imperialism, 
internationalism, and solidarity 
among peoples.

We wish your Congress every 
success in achieving its political and 
organizational goals, and we assure 
you that the Palestinian people will 
never forget those who stood with 
them in their darkest hours.

With revolutionary 
greetings,

With loyalty to the martyrs,
With commitment to 

freedom.

Department of Foreign Affairs
D.F.L.P.

NSW protests: this was planned. 
Chris Minns owns it.

https://michaelwest.com.au/author/andrew-brown/
https://x.com/Ostrov_A/status/2020787728992919769
https://x.com/Ostrov_A/status/2020787728992919769
https://michaelwest.com.au/this-was-planned-and-chris-minns-owns-it/
https://michaelwest.com.au/this-was-planned-and-chris-minns-owns-it/
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Something  
to say?

Write to the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au

pulled quote

Maximus M

In a move that defies economic 
logic , the Albanese govern-
ment has decided to invest 
Australian taxpayers’ money 
on the construction of five dif-
ferent military bases in the 
Philippines on the northern 
island, Luzon. This decision 
represents not only a ques-
tionable use of Australian 
taxpayer money but also a dan-
gerous strategic contradiction.

The amount of spending is 
currently unknown as officials 
have been careful to avoid specific 
figures, but we know enough about 
Australian military spending to 
know it won’t be cheap. This hefty 
‘investment’ of public funds comes 
at a time when many Australians 
are grappling with a cost-of-living 

crisis. The bases certainly don’t 
benefit ordinary Australians.

What the bases do is assist with 
Washington’s containment strat-
egy against the People’s Republic 
of China. This is a contradictory 
and dangerous position that the 
Albanese government has taken 
against our largest trading partner

Former Labor Prime Minister, 
Paul Keating has pointed out that 
China is not a threat to Australian 
or US national security. The rhet-
oric that paints China as a rising 
enemy is dangerous and pointless, 
and brings Australia closer to a 
potential confrontation. In Octo-
ber 2025, Australia deliberately 
provoked China in the Yellow 
Sea where Chinese jets lunched 
warning flares towards Australian 
fighter jets. Construction of these 
Filipino bases could well make such 

confrontations more frequent and 
could risk more provocation that 
forces Australia into a regional war.  
It’s important for Australia to have 
friendly relations with neighbouring 
nations like the Philippines, but 
military investments like this make 
it clear that the relation is all about 
serving the US in Australia’s role 
as deputy sheriff to the US.

The decision by the Albanese 
government to invest in Filipino 
military bases represents a strategic 
failure as Australia prioritises the 
interests of the US alliance over 
Australian economic security. It 
wastes taxpayer money on foreign 
military infrastructure while our 
domestic needs go unmet, and 
risks a conflict which could only 
be a disaster.  

Australian taxpayers  
pay for Philippines’  

military bases

29th Congress of the Communist Party of Israel (CPI)
Adel Amer 
General Secretary 
Communist Party of Israel, CPI

The Communist Party of Australia and our Central 
Committee International Department extend our warmest 
wishes to the heroic Communist Party of Israel (CPI) on 
the occasion of your 29th Congress, which is to be held 
under the banner of ‘Organisational and Ideological 
Revival and a Shield Against Fascism.’

The working class and progressive forces of Israel are 
crucial right now in resisting Zionism and fascism under 
Netanyahu, who is committing a catastrophic genocide 
in Gaza and on the West Bank, in full view of the eyes 
of the world.

We honour those who gave their lives for your movement, 
in particular the life and work of Issam Makhoul, and 
trust that this next period will be a time of growth, new 
energy and organisation around key objectives of your 
Party.

In Australia, Communist activists and people in general 
have stood in solidarity with Palestine for the last 2 
years. We have called for the end of the genocide and 
the recognition of Palestine as an independent state. 
The Albanese government was forced in 2025 to shift 
its policy, by the people in this country and the heroic 
struggle of the Palestinian people on the ground.

We commend you for your bravery and fortitude in this 
time as you resist Israeli aggression, and look forward 
to more mutual exchange and information sharing as to 
our respective struggles in the coming years.

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Long live the Communist Party of Israel!

Communist Party of Australia 
Central Committee 
International Department

7th February 2026

Long live Palestine, long live the 57th anniversary of the DFLP

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) salutes the 
heroic Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) on the 57th anniversary of your founding and 
your ongoing resistance.

We pay tribute to the martyrs of your movement who 
gave their lives for a free Palestine.

Since its founding in 1969 there are many moments of 
importance to the international history of the Communist 
movement, from the time of George Habash to your 
work within the PLO to establish sovereignty, self-
determination and peace against the forces of Zionist 
imperialism.

It is of utmost importance for the international community 
that we support the cause of the Palestinian people in 
their fight against Zionism and in exposing the genocidal 
crimes committed in Gaza and on the West Bank to the 
world.

In Australia, CPA activists and people in general have 

stood in solidarity with Palestine for the last 2 years; 
for the end of the genocide and its recognition as an 
independent state. The Albanese government was forced 
in 2025 to shift its policy, by the people in this country 
and the heroic struggle of the Palestinian people on the 
ground.

We wish you all power in representing and unifying the 
progressive forces of the Palestinian people.

Long live the resistance of the Palestinian people in 
your pursuit of freedom, justice and self-determination!

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Long live the Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine!

Communist Party of Australia 
Central Committee 
International Department

7th February 2026
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Natalie Dragon

Union leaders have met with 
parliamentarians on Extreme 
Heat Awareness Day to 
demand a proactive national 
policy to address the acceler-
ating heat crisis in Australia.

Extreme heat causes more 
deaths in Australia than bushfires, 
cyclones, and floods combined 
– and is a major public health 
threat that strains health systems 
during heatwaves and in the days 
that follow.

Unions and activists are calling 
for coordinated national action to 
protect workers and communities 
from escalating heat hazards driven 
by climate change.

Australian Nursing and Mid-
wifery (ANMF) Federal Climate 
Change Officer Catelyn Richards 
has said that: “In the recent heat-
waves, community nurses were 
reporting 50-degree temperatures 
in their cars on multiple days in a 
row when they’re out in the com-
munity providing care.”

Some health facilities without 
air conditioning also saw health 
professionals affected by extreme 
heat.

“The disruptions that we’re 
seeing in the health system are 
incredibly profound. Health profes-
sionals are incredibly resilient, but 
we really need resilient policy and 
systems that support us to do the 
work that we want to be able to do.”

NATIONAL SAFETY 
RULES FOR 
HEATWAVES

Australian Unions have called 
for new national safety rules that 
require employers to stop work or 
modify duties when temperatures 

reach dangerous levels, warning 
that increasingly frequent heat-
waves driven by climate change 
now pose a major workplace health 
and safety threat.

“We regulate asbestos and silica 
because they kill people and dev-
astate families. It’s time we treat 
climate hazards like extreme heat in 
the same way. There is no excuse for 
Australia to leave workers exposed 
without clear, enforceable rules, 
especially when the government’s 
own reports project heat-related 
deaths to more than quadruple 
in our major cities,” said ACTU 
President Michele O’Neil.

The Commonwealth’s 2025 
National Climate Risk Assessment 
projects that heat-related deaths 
in major cities will more than 
quadruple if there’s no change – 
rising 444% in Sydney, 423% in 
Darwin, 312% in Perth, and 259% 
in Melbourne.

James Cook University 
researchers examined Queensland 
Emergency Department (ED) pres-
entations from 1 January 2010 to 
31 December 2019, across demo-
graphic, clinical and temporal 
dimensions.

They found a 10% increase in 
ED presentations on heatwave days 
compared to non-heatwave days, 
with the strongest effect during 
extreme heatwaves where the 
increase was nearly 23%.

The statistics were even worse 
outside the cities where people in 
very remote areas experienced a 
more than 54% rise in ED visits.

The study found that people of 
all ages and genders were at risk, 
with presentations rising across 
most diagnostic categories, under-
scoring the broad health effects of 
extreme heat.

“It’s obvious that EDs must 

prepare for higher patient vol-
umes as heatwaves become longer, 
more frequent and more severe,” 
said JCU public health researcher 
Hannah Mason.

With variable effects across 
location, diagnosis and time, there 
is a need for targeted preparedness 
and mitigation strategies, particu-
larly for vulnerable and remote 
communities.

Temperature records have 
been broken in January as multiple 
dangerous heatwaves crossed the 
country. Pollution from coal and 
gas is driving longer, more dan-
gerous heatwaves and more heat 
deaths, said Executive Director of 
Sweltering Cities Emma Bacon.

“The urban heat island effect is 
making our suburbs unsafe, trap-
ping heat in our streets and homes 
long after the sun goes down. This 
isn’t just ‘another hot summer,’ 
it’s a public health emergency that 
disproportionately affects those in 
hot homes, insecure workers, and 
our most vulnerable neighbours.”

“We are calling on the gov-
ernment to safeguard the health 
of present and future generations 
by urgently reducing the fossil 
fuel pollution making these heat-
waves more frequent and severe. 
We need leadership that moves 
beyond emergency response to 
proactive solutions that cool our 
communities.

“Safe homes, cool suburbs, 
support for the people most at risk 
and a commitment to preventing 
future warming will save thousands 
of lives in the decades to come.”
Australian Nursing and Midwifery 
Federation  

High probability of failure (AUKUS)
Denis Doherty

Comments from retired rear admiral Philip Mathias, a former 
director of nuclear policy with the UK Ministry of Defence, have 
contributed more gloom regarding the prospect of AUKUS subma-
rines being a viable and sustainable project. Mathias described 
the UK’s production, planning and personnel as not up to the task 
of producing the desired submarines. He also accused UK author-
ities of not being honest with the Australian government. “It is 
clear that Australia has shown a great deal of naivety and did not 
conduct sufficient due diligence on the parlous state of the UK’s 
nuclear submarine program before signing up to AUKUS – and 
parting with billions of dollars, which it has already started to do.”

Mathias has described the UK organisation tasked with producing 
the submarines as shambolic. He predicted a high probability of 
failure regarding the SSN-AUKUS project.

Despite the unpopularity of the AUKUS project in Australia and its 
enormous cost, the government is hell bent on acquiring nuclear 
submarines, even second-hand ones from the US. The program 
may also be merely a cover for the US basing its own nuclear sub-
marines in Australia in preparation for a war against China.

85 seconds to midnight
The ‘Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists’ has moved its Doomsday 
Clock forward to 85 seconds to midnight. This marks the clos-
est the clock has come to midnight, the destruction of the world, 
since its creation in 1947. The risks behind the move include AI 
disinformation, AI weapons systems, climate change, and the 
threat of war on Iran. Most obnoxious of all is the US. The US has 
dragged its feet on signing a renewal of the ‘New START’ nuclear 
deal, ending nearly 60 years of efforts to constrain nuclear com-
petition between the world’s two foremost nuclear countries. In 
addition, the US administration may be considering the resump-
tion of explosive nuclear testing, further accelerating a renewed 
nuclear arms race. Russia has offered to extend the agreement 
by a year, but the US has thus far refused, instead pointing the fin-
ger at other nations. 

The Australian government has also yet to sign the ‘UN Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons’.

Trump bags our soldiers
“We’ve never needed them … They’ll say they sent some troops 
to Afghanistan … and they did, they stayed a little back, a little off 
the frontlines,” Trump said.

Of course, the RSL puffed itself up to pontificate on how great 
Australian soldiers are, but this misses the point. Trumps’ com-
ments expose the truth that vassals of the US who submit to its 
whims and devote blood and treasure to its wars of aggression, as 
Australia has done, do not earn its reciprocal loyalty. As Canadian 
PM Mark Carney recently said, quoting Thucydides: “the strong 
can do what they can, and the weak must suffer what they must.” 

Carney continued, saying that “faced with this logic, there is a 
strong tendency for countries to go along, get along, to accom-
modate, to avoid trouble, to hope that compliance will buy safety. 
Well, it won’t.”

Rather than pursue an independent foreign policy, or even our 
own national interests, Australia continues to rely on the notion 
that the US will ride in and rescue us from China or unnamed 
enemies. 

Upgrade of Tindal RAAF Base
Australia has just opened its $355 million upgrade of Tindal 
RAAF Base near Katherine in the Northern Territory to support a 
fleet of remotely piloted aircraft known as MQ-4C Tritons. These 
drones will be used to patrol the North Coast of Australia and are 
equipped with surveillance equipment to guard against illegal fish-
ers, refugee boats, and smuggling. 

Reporting on this event, ABC journalists mentioned once again 
“tensions in the Indo-Pacific”, code for war with China. They 
added the fact that Tindal is being further upgraded for nucle-
ar-armed US B52 and B1 warplanes. The militarisation of the 
Northern Territory is continuing apace.

D'Aguilar National Park, Queensland. Photo: Dualiti Photos – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Australian health 
needs a heatwave 

plan

PEACE NOTES

www.cpa.org.au

https://www.theguardian.com/world/afghanistan
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New South Wales police commissioner 
Mal Lanyon has extended the protest 
ban that’s in place across Gadigal land 
in the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney and 
parts of its CBD. The top cop’s reason-
ing was the protesting of the official 
visit from Israeli president Isaac 
Herzog, due to “significant animos-
ity” against it. Some pro-Palestinian 
advocates have vowed to break the 
ban regardless.

The framework for the protest ban was 
enacted on Christmas Eve in response to the 
14 December 2025 Bondi Beach massacre. 
Herzog was officially invited by prime min-
ister Anthony Albanese, in response to the 
Bondi Beach mass murder, as it targeted 
a Jewish religious event. The outrage over 
Herzog’s visit is due to the nation he presides 
over perpetrating the ongoing Gaza genocide.

Under the new law, a public assembly 
restriction declaration or PARD can be 
imposed following an event being declared 
an act of terrorism. A PARD remains in place 
for 90 days and the police commissioner 
considers whether to continue it every two 
weeks. The current prohibition covering 
the east is much reduced from the original 
ban that also covered the northwest and 
southwest.

Rights-minded Sydneysiders have been 
shocked by the imposition of the ban, and 
that the laws were spurred by a supposed link 
between Bondi and the local pro-Palestine 
protest movement. The link isn’t real, but that 
hasn’t discouraged forces long attempting 
to criminalise and suppress the anti-Gaza 
genocide movement.

But the mounting anti-protest laws hav-
en’t reached their peak yet, as NSW premier 
Chris Minns announced on 29 January that 
Labor is currently considering implement-
ing a new protest precinct policy, whereby 
public demonstrations will be confined to 
Djarrbarrgalli/the Domain and other areas 
not in the city centre. Social justice groups 
have insisted that hidden protest is no pro-
test at all.

LANYON’S PARD
The PARD now hanging over Sydney’s 

east is governed by the NSW police commis-
sioner. When the blanket ban covered the 
entire CBD, several large stationary rallies 
took place, as they are still permitted to 
continue under the law. If police consider 
an assembly appears to have the potential 
to cause fear or risk safety, they can be 
moved on.

In response to questions, Lanyon said 
what he feared was a large-scale public 
demonstration filled with so much animosity 
over the visit of Herzog that it would cause a 
“risk to community safety.” Under the PARD, 
the top cop assesses risk to community safety 
and potential to cause fear, intimidation or 
harassment, in light of a recent terrorism 
event having taken place.

Letting the police commissioner decide 
whether members of the public should be 
allowed to march down the street to express 
their opposition to a politician is a totally 
unnecessary attack on rights. The law paints 
those that march against Herzog as some 
kind of rabble. It also raises questions as to 
why this visit from such a divisive figure was 
given the go-ahead.

Herzog is the president of a nation per-
petrating one of the most heinous crimes of 
modern times against the Palestinians. The 
extermination program in Gaza continues 
under cover of a Trump-brokered ceasefire. 
The UN Commission of Inquiry found that 
Herzog engaged in incitement to violence, 
when he described the entire population of 
Palestinians as being responsible for the 7 
October attacks.

PROTESTING  
IN THE CLOSET

Minns first hinted to the press that 
NSW Labor would be enacting yet another 
anti-protest regime on 26 January. Then 
three days later, in response to a question 
from a reporter about whether he was consid-
ering making the Domain a protest precinct, 
the premier said, “We haven’t made a final 
decision, so I have to speak to my colleagues 
about how the city works in the future.”

“But as a general point, I’ve made it 
repeatedly now, the central part of Sydney 
CBD occupied week after week after week, 
does have an impact, and it can be a negative 
impact on other people wanting to enjoy the 
city, so I’m not going to make any announce-
ments about that today, but we are keeping 
our mind open to the idea of where protests 
will take place in the city.”

Palestine Action Group spokesperson 
Josh Lees told reporters that to force everyone 
into a park off to the side of the city, “where 
no one will see or hear” a demonstration is 
“not the right to protest.”

The idea of confining the protest to some 
discrete place where no one will see it was 
first flagged by Australian antisemitism envoy 
Jillian Segal, who, in December 2024, told 
SBS that she considers the pro-Palestinian 
marches to make Jewish people feel unsafe. 
So, protests should be scheduled for particular 
times and places outside of frequented areas.

Segal recently made an appearance before 
the press standing next to Albanese, as the 
prime minister announced that he would 
be implementing the envoy’s ‘Combating 
Antisemitism’ plan post-Bondi. For Segal, 
it might not have been too much of an ask 
for the NSW premier to consider confining 
public protests to the paddock out the back 
at her say-so.

BREAKING THE BAN
United Nations special rapporteur on 

human rights and counterterrorism Pro-
fessor Ben Saul has underscored that it is 
unwise for Albanese to have invited the Israeli 
president, as his country has been found to 

have illegally annexed Palestinian territory 
and denied Palestinian self-determination, 
while the president himself is alleged to 
have incited genocide against the entire 
Palestinian people.

The Zionist Federation of Australia, 
the Executive Council of Australian Jewry 
and the Australia/Israel and Jewish Affairs 
Council invited Herzog to Australia to visit 
the Jewish families of those slain by ISIS 
inspired killers in Bondi. This then led the 
PM to officially invite the president, despite 

the fact that genocidaires are generally con-
sidered morally bankrupt.

A court challenge by the Palestine Action 
Group against the additional powers granted 
to police to disperse the protests failed. 
Despite these powers and bans, including 
the stationing of around 3,000 officers across 
Sydney, thousands demonstrated at Town 
Hall. Thousands more Australians rallied 
across the country. 
Sydney Criminal Lawyers (edited for 
space)  

NSW defends Israel with  
anti-protest push

The Naarm/Melbourne Herzog protest was huge and united. Pro-
testors carried banners making it clear that the head of state of a 
country that is carrying out an ongoing genocide is not welcome 
here. 

Senator Lidia Thorpe spoke, saying she stood in solidarity with the victims 
of the Bondi massacre, as well as with her “Palestinian brothers and sisters.” 

A Palestinian speaker spoke vividly of the conditions she grew up in under 
Israeli persecution. 

Other speakers reminded the crowd of Herzog’s history. It’s well known he 
blamed the entire nation of Palestine for the 7 October attack, and was photo-
graphed signing an artillery shell, but speakers also told of Herzog’s praise for 
illegal settlements on the West Bank. Herzog has also described the ongoing 
massacres of civilians in Gaza as part of Israel’s “right to defend its people.”

CPA comrades marched with CPA and Palestinian flags as well as the 
Party’s ‘Palestine forever’ banner.

More than a thousand people marched in Tarndanya/Adelaide and 
Boorloo/Perth  

Herzog protest Naarm/Melbourne

“Too many coppers, not enough justice”
At the protest against the visit by Israeli President Isaac Herzog at Sydney Town Hall on 
9  February, police pepper sprayed and attacked the crowd. 
When the lockdown blocked other protesters from joining the main gathering the crowd 
chanted “Let them in, let them in” and “Too many coppers, not enough justice”.
All up 27 people were arrested (see report, page 5)
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Clara West 

Claudia Jones an Afro-Car-
ibbean woman born in the 
British West Indies (Trinidad) 
was a Communist activist in 
the US until her deportation in 
1955 to Great Britain. There, 
based in London, she played a 
leading role in the West Indian 
community, editing the left-
wing West Indian Gazette, and 
founding the Caribbean Car-
nival, a cultural event which 
now attracts about two mil-
lion people each year.

On the eve of her deportation  
Jones wrote the following letter to 
then-CPUSA National Chair Wil-
liam Z Foster.

6 December 1955
Dear Comrade Foster,
As a child of eight, I came to the 

United States from Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, British West Indies. My 
mother and father had come to this 
country two years earlier, in 1922, 
when their economic status (which 
were middle class land owners on 
my mother’s side and hotel owners 
on my father’s side) had been wors-
ened as a result of the drop in the 
cocoa trade. Like thousands of West 
Indian immigrants, they hoped to 
find their fortunes in America and 
they dreamed of rearing their chil-
dren in a “free America.”

This dream was soon disabused. 
Together with my three sisters, 
our family suffered not only the 
impoverished lot of working class 
native families, and the multina-
tional populace, but early learned 
the special scourge of indignity 
stemming from Jim Crow national 
oppression.

EARLY EDUCATION
My formal academic educa-

tion on American soil began when 

I entered public school. I have 
early recollections of being hurt 
by youngsters of my own age who 
mouthed anti-West Indian propa-
ganda against me and my sisters. 
But by the time I reached junior 
high school, I had formed friend-
ships and became integrated in the 
student body, and was nominated in 
Harriet Beecher Stowe Junior High 
for the highest office in the school 
and subsequently elected ‘Mayor.’

One incident I recall with some 
pride. Running with me then as 
President of the Board of Aldermen 
was a young Chinese girl. Numer-
ous teachers tried to pressure me 
to refuse her as a running mate, on 
the grounds that she was Chinese, 
and that had the situation been 
reversed, this would not happen 
in China of that day. I refused to  
accede to any such narrow con-
cept – choosing instead to have 
her as my running mate. We were 
elected by an overwhelming major-
ity of the students, proving the 
teachers wrong, and showing the 
internationalist approach of the 
student body.

LESSONS FROM 
CAPITALISM

I began to wonder why there 
was wealth and poverty; why there 
was discrimination and segrega-
tion; why there was a contradiction 
between the ideas contained in the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
which contained its precepts of the 
pursuit for all of “life, liberty, and 
happiness.”

My mother had died two years 
earlier of spinal meningitis sud-
denly at her machine in a garment 
shop. The conditions of non-union 
organisation of that day, of speedup, 
plus the lot of working women who 
are mothers and undoubtedly the 
weight of immigration to a new land 
where conditions were far from as 

promised contributed to her early 
death at age 37.

My father was left to rear four 
young girls, the oldest of whom 
was 14. I was the second child of 
my parents. Because of my pride, 
I didn’t ask friendly teachers to 
help provide me with a graduation 
outfit, at which I was to receive high 
honours and officiate as Mayor of 
the school, choosing instead to stay 
away, sending them some lame 
excuse while I bawled my eyes out 
in humiliation and self-pity.

I was later to learn that millions 
of working-class people and Negro 
people suffered this lot under cap-
italism – if not identical, in one 
degree or another.

CONFRONTING  
JIM CROW

Following my graduation 
from junior high school, I entered 
Wadleigh High School. Here I was 
confronted with Jim Crow in the 
classrooms and in the social life 
of the school. White kids would 
borrow notes from me in school, 
and then on leaving the school 
would turn their faces the other 
way. Teachers would hold Negro 
students after school, asking if they 
wanted to make an extra dollar by 
doing domestic work for them or as 
they not-so-quaintly put it, whether 
I wished to “wear a pretty white 
apron” at their own social affairs. Or 
they would select poems in dialect 
and ask Negro kids to read these 
pointedly. While I had, as do other 
Negro youth, a searing indignation 
about these things, I didn’t know 
that they were part of a conscious 
plan designed to perpetuate the 
national oppression of the Negro 
people in the US.

GREAT DEPRESSION
My father’s social ideas instilled 

in us were that of a pride and 
consciousness of our people, of 
our relation to Africa, from which 
my antecedents sprang, to our 
interrelationship to Caribbean 
independence, the dream of San 
Simeon, great Caribbean patriot; to 
the new recognition of the struggle 
for Negro equality in the US linked 
indissolubly as I later learned with 
the freedom and equality of the 
American trade unions and working 
class as the future class of society.

One incident, I remember, while 
in Sea View – namely when I gave 
a blood transfusion voluntarily 
(since I was her blood type) to a 
young Italian woman patient. This 
created quite a stir in the hospital 
on the question of “black blood” 
and “white blood.” Many of the 
white patients looked for days to 
see if the young Italian woman, 
who was eternally grateful (to the 
point of my embarrassment!) to me, 
had turned “black.” One of the first 
hospital speeches I ever heard was 
from a young Jewish doctor who 
gave a lecture to the interracial 
patients asserting the inviolability 
of blood types as the antithesis of 
any false teaching on “race.”

My first job was in a laun-
dry, where I observed, under the 
incredible conditions of overwork, 
speedup, etc., in the heat of summer 
young Negro women fainting reg-
ularly because of the unbearable 

conditions. I didn’t want to become 
like them, so I went to work in a 
factory. But being unskilled, my 
job was setting nail heads – with 
a toothpick, a small jar of paste 
and placing these in the nail head 
setting. 

These were the years of the 
Ethiopian war and the invasion of 
Mongolia. During this period (1935-
36) I worked on a Negro national-
ist newspaper (circulation about 
4-5,000 copies), where I wrote a 
weekly column called “Claudia’s 
Comments.” My job consisted there 
also of writing precis [summaries] 
of the main editorial comments on 
Ethiopia from the general commer-
cial press, Negro press, trade union 
press, etc. To my amazement, on 
attending one of their meetings (of 
the nationalists), I saw my boss 
reading my precis to the applause 
and response of thousands of com-
munity people in Harlem, men and 
women. 

I spent a lot of time coming 
from work listening also to the 
street corner meetings of the var-
ious political parties and move-
ments in Harlem. These were the 
days of the famed Scottsboro Boys 
frame-up.

I was like millions of Negro 
people and white progressives 
and people stirred by this heinous 
frame-up. I was impressed by the 
Communist speakers who explained 
the reasons for this brutal crime 
against young Negro boys, and who 
related the Scottsboro case to the 
struggle of the Ethiopian people 
against fascism and Mussolini’s 
invasion. 

Friends of mine who were Com-
munists began to have frequent 
discussions with me. I joined the 
party in February 1936 and was 
assigned to work in the Young 
Communist League shortly after. 
My first assignment was secretary 

of the YCL executive committee in 
Harlem and it was about this time, I 
got a job in the Business Dept. of the 
Daily Worker. This job coincided 
with my application for a $150 a 
week job in the field of dramatics 
with the Federal Theatre Project 
under WPA. I took the job at the 
Worker for $12–15 a week instead.

Jones went on to be elected to 
the national leadership of the Com-
munist Party and many peace and 
early civil rights organisations. She 
edited and wrote for numerous pub-
lications including Spotlight, the 
publication of American Youth for 
Democracy, and the Daily Worker. 
Jones wrote a column on women’s 
issues for the Daily Worker, called 
“Half the World.”

Jones was arrested three times 
during the McCarthy era anti-com-
munist witch-hunts. She was among 
the 17 Communist leaders arrested 
in 1951 under the Smith Act, even-
tually serving nine months in prison 
in 1955. Shortly after her release, 
she was deported to Britain under 
the provisions of the McCarran Act.

In Britain, she continued her 
struggles against racism and for 
peace despite the ill health she 
suffered. Claudia Jones is listed as 
one of the 100 Great Black Britons 
for her “lasting legacy” as a founder 
of the Notting Hill Carnival, which 
she helped launch in 1959 as an 
annual showcase for Caribbean 
talent. These early celebrations 
were held in halls with the slogan, 
“A people’s art is the genesis of 
their freedom.”

Jones died on Christmas Eve, 
1964, aged just 49, due to a heart 
condition and tuberculosis. She 
is buried in Highgate Cemetery, 
famously, “to the left of Karl Marx.”
People’s World (edited for 
space)  

Revolutionary women: 
Claudia Jones (1915–1964) 

‘to the left of Karl Marx’

Claudia Jones, 1948. Photo: Anthony Camerano (Public Domain)
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Bondi hypocrisy
What a madder, sicker world it has 
become, where injustice, terror and 
many ongoing wars have engulfed 
the planet and no power steps in to 
stop the mass killings and massive 
destruction. Where the people and 
the planet continue to suffer very 
badly and many refuse to listen and 
remain silent. 

So the violence goes on with innocent 
peoples callously repressed, murdered, 
jailed, tortured, exiled, displaced and 
their homes, families, mosques, churches, 
schools, animals, fields, gardens, forests, 
water sources, livelihoods, communities, 
etc being destroyed. Those who act to help 

and support those peoples are themselves 
attacked for defending the oppressed. And 
the major powers that rule the world arm, 
supply and bless the oppressors. And they 
are thus totally complicit in this evil. 

What happened in Bondi was a horrific, 
deeply distressing event, my heart goes out 
to the innocents that died, those who are 
injured and to their families. But to then have 
this blatant hypocrisy emerge with Israeli 
supporters using this opportunity to attack 
people who rightly protest against Israeli 
ethnic cleansing, massacres and genocide 
is utterly immoral. Added to the tragedy 
also is when Zionists show up to suppos-
edly express their grief, but are wrapped in 
Israeli flags. So, we have these people going 
to a massacre scene, who are supporters of 

a genocidal, fascist, regime that has killed 
hundreds of thousands of innocent people, 
including tens of thousands of children.

There is a glaring double standard 
involved here. Its an absolutely absurd and 
unjust situation that now exists in Australia. 
We are being overwhelmed by the brutality 
of racism, fascism, wars and barbarism. If 
we do not take up this fight to resist these 
terribly incredible wrongs, then democracy, 
decency, fairness, empathy and common 
sense have been lost and the evil war crim-
inals have won.

Steven Katsineris,  
Hurstbridge, Victoria

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Reviewer: FJK

Everyone knows how zombies 
work. They’re not alive, yet not 
dead, they want to eat people, 
and that’s about it. The only 
recent zombie innovations are 
that in recent decades they’ve 
started running a fair bit in 
addition to their usual creepy 
shuffling. Apart from that, 
zombies don’t change much.

Another thing that hasn’t 
changed about zombies is audi-
ences. Some people are always up 
for a zombie movie, others run in 
the opposite direction with the 
speed of a modern zombie. In the 
case of new Australian film We Bury 
The Dead that’s a shame, because 
this movie has a lot to recommend 
it over the usual Hollywood scream-
athon, and much to offer to viewers 
who can take or leave zombies, but 
like Australian film.

Set in Tasmania, but filmed on 
the lands of the Noongar nation, in 
West Australia, We Bury The Dead 
starts briskly, letting us know that 
a US navy ship accidentally dis-
charged an experimental weapon 
off the coast of Tasmania. Coming 
from a military that dropped two 
$67 million-dollar planes in the 
water and shot down a third off the 
coast of Yemen, this part is quite 
believable. The Australian Prime 
Minister’s feeble squeak of disap-
proval brings to mind Albanese’s 
“this is not the act of a friend” in 

response to Trump tariffing Aus-
tralia like it’s a total stranger.

The ‘pulse weapon’ kills every 
Tasmanian, but a lot of them come 
back to life in a very creepy zombie 
fashion, with a broken-jaw crunch-
ing noise I’m going to take a while 
to get over.

Ava (Daisy Ridley) flies in from 
the US to try to rescue her husband 
who was at a corporate ‘retreat’ 
function when the US navy made 
its mistake. She volunteers for ‘body 
retreival’ in Devonport, but soon 
sneaks off with fellow volunteer 
Clay (Brenton Thwaites, doing a 
somewhat tryhard sweary tradie 
bit). The two of them take off on a 
road trip in search of Ava’s missing 
husband.

So what’s different and what’s 
worth watching?

For zombie-movie nerds, there’s 
the fact that these zombies are 
different. For a start, not everyone 
affected by the US Navy’s blunder 
comes back. For a lot of the movie, 
it’s an open question as to whether 
the ones who do come back are 
harmful or just pitiable. The mil-
itary takes no chances and kills 
the returnees when they can. One 
character speculates that the ones 
who come back “have unfinished 
business,” which is very much the 
theme of the movie as we gradually 
find out what Ava’s own unfinished 
business is.

Trailers for We Bury The 
Dead don’t do it justice, pitching 

it squarely at the conventional 
Hollywood horror flick market, 
and showing some fast terrifying 
running-away-from-zombie action. 
What makes We Bury The Dead 
stand out is the many moments 
of quiet throughout. Being an 
Australian movie, there are a lot 
of beautiful widescreen scenery 
shots, but there are also intimate 
quiet moments that give the cast 
a chance to show real grief and 
real shock without wallowing in it. 
It’s not exactly Ozu, the Japanese 

director famed for long still shots, 
but compared to your average 
US horror-action flick it might as 
well be.

It’s a cliché to try to wring some 
tears from your audience about 
zombies having humble ordinary 
former lives, but this movie does 
a great job with that too, showing 
us the pictures people keep on little 
noticeboards in their campervans, 
work lanyards and name tags.

Acting-wise, Ridley does a 
great job, while Thwaites strains 

himself piling on the swearing like 
someone who’s just discovered 
the f and c words last week and is 
determined to try them. Nyikina 
actor Mark Coles-Smith, from the 
latest instalment in the Mystery 
Road franchise and the Australian 
film Sweet As, does a great job as 
a determined soldier dealing with 
loss. If the people who make action 
blockbusters don’t snap him up, 
that’s their loss.

Seven out of ten red stars.  

Film Review: We Bury The Dead

Solutions to Crossword
Guardian  2 February 2026  #2178

Across
3	 Something the Liberals and Nationals do a lot of SPILL

5	� Factor in recent fires, played down by media CLIMATE 
CHANGE

6	 High-profile visitor to China STARMER

7	 War-crime lover, head of state HERZOG

9	 World’s least-watched ‘documentary’ MELANIA

10	 Socialist nation persecuted by the US CUBA

11	� Allowed to shoot people in the US after 47 days training 
ICE

Down
1	 Topic Trump avoids EPSTEIN

2	� Mouse-themed company, makes $billion a year in 
Australia DISNEY

4	� More important to the RBA than employment 
INFLATION

5	 Important, infrequent communist meeting CONGRESS

8	� What the media calls a bomb when thrown at Indigenous 
people DEVICESupport theSupport the Guardian Guardian by donating to Press Fund by donating to Press Fund
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Reviewer: Gavin O’Toole

It is an important time to be asking 
questions about terrorism, given 
a UK Labour government’s risible 
application of this label to pension-
ers holding placards and refusal to 
accept the self-evidently political 
nature of direct action to protest 
against genocide. (editor’s note: And 
Australia’s ‘antisemitism envoy’ has 
described peaceful marches as ‘terrorist’). 

But what comprises “terrorism” has 
always been disputed, as shown by Jason 
Burke’s monumental history of the period 
between 1967 and 1983 in which this 
concept literally exploded into the social 
consciousness.

Burke has compiled an encyclopaedic 
narrative history of the people and organ-
isations that hijacked, bombed and shot 
their way into posterity and the extensive 
links between them that enable their 
diverse activities to be examined under 
a single lens.

This volatile era can be considered a 
game of two halves, played out initially in 
the Middle East and western Europe at the 
height of the Cold War; and thereafter in 
a much wider theatre of conflict.

Its first stage was fuelled then, as 
now, by Israel’s ethnic cleansing of the 
Palestinians and land-hungry violence. 
Accordingly, the author traces the evo-
lution of Palestinian resistance through 
high-profile hijackings by the PFLP and 
the growth of Fatah, eventually leading to 
the formation of the umbrella Palestine 
Liberation Organisation.

The German connection emerged 
from the creation of the far-left Red Army 

Faction, self-styled Marxist urban guerillas 
inspired by Palestinian attacks which they 
saw as viable expressions of revolutionary 
struggle against the imperialism embodied 
in the state of Israel.

A second, later sub-plot was the rise 
of Islamic radicalism in the aftermath 
of secular defeats as organisations from 
Tanzim al-Jihad to al-Qaida embraced 
armed action – a transition exemplified 
in the case of the Palestinians by the rise 
of Hamas.

Burke provides forensic and riveting 
accounts of key moments in this drama 
– the Revolution Airport spectacular in 
Jordan, the Munich Olympics attack, the 
siege of Opec in Vienna, Entebbe, Mog-
adishu, the seizure of Mecca’s Grande 
Mosque, the bombing of US facilities in 
Lebanon, and ultimately 9/11.

He tells the personal stories of many of 
those involved – from prominent figures 
such as George Habash, Wadie Haddad 
and Yasser Arafat to Ulrike Meinhof, 
Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin to the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, Farrokh Negahdar 
and Osama bin Laden – as well as of the 
cynical presidents who sometimes used 
them to fight their own feuds.

One character in particular stands 
out for doing the dirty work … for a fee: 
Carlos “The Jackal,” a vainglorious syb-
arite fired as much by personal ambition 
as ideological conviction, whose exploits 
thread throughout this book.

Importantly, Burke’s analysis straddles 
the transition from secular revolutionary 
violence and anti-imperialist national liber-
ation struggles in the 1960s and ’70s, to the 
Islamic fundamentalism thereafter whose 
consequences we are still grappling with.

This transition was marked by revolu-
tionary rivalry between secular organisa-
tions inspired by Marxism-Leninism and 
the guerilla strategies of figures such as Che 
Guevara, and those motivated by religious 
fervour. Occasionally, both came together 
in an uneasy alliance for pragmatic rea-
sons, but as the case of Negahdar in Iran 
demonstrates, predatory behaviour in the 
revolutionary food chain would inevitably 
devour the weaker species.

Written with the sensibility of a jour-
nalist and fastidiously empirical, Burke’s 
history is an eloquent tour de force that 
will become an essential work of reference. 
If it does not investigate the phenomenon 
of terrorism in an overtly theoretical way, 
by exploring what drove the protagonists, 
it will prompt reflection on a critically 
important question: whether this is ever 
a legitimate political activity.

The author cites many who insisted it 
was not, pointing to the attraction of West-
ern politicians to a right-wing thesis first 
advanced by none other than Benjamin 
Netanyahu that there was no connection 
between revolution and terrorism.

Apply this observation to Britain and 
you will find a direct line of continuity 
between Margaret Thatcher rejecting 
the demands of Irish republican hunger 
strikers in the 1980s and Keir Starmer 
rejecting the demands of pro-Palestinian 
hunger strikers today.

But those who believe armed action 
can be legitimate will also find food for 
thought in the underlying warning artic-
ulated by Burke: we fail to understand 
the motivations of such revolutionists at 
our peril.
Morning Star  

Book Review:
The Revolutionists:

The Story of the Extremists Who Hijacked the 1970s
by Jason Burke

Tings Chak
Leaving behind no love nor honour,  
not even names
Only a burning oath sworn to  
the end of our lives.
Comrades are gone, but our flag  
alone still flies.
Let us not tremble until  
the new day arrives.
Years pass, but the land remembers
That heated cry of awakening:

As we lead the way, let the living follow!
– ‘March for the Beloved’ (1981)

On 1 November 2025, protesters 
gathered across South Korea and 
chanted ‘No King: Trump is not wel-
come!’ These rallies were organised 
in response to the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC) meeting 
in Gyeongju, which took place from 31 
October to 1 November. On the side-
lines of this meeting, Donald Trump 
confirmed that he would impose tar-
iffs on South Korea that would result 
in the extortion of $350 billion. 

This was yet another example of his 
administration’s ‘America First’ agenda 
which subordinates the sovereignty of 
nations across the world, particularly in 
the Global South. As the APEC meeting 
took place in Gyeongju, hundreds gathered 

nearby at the People’s Summit to read and 
sign the Gyeongju People’s Declaration, a 
statement calling for an economy for all, 
not just for the few.

Before the summit began, the crowd took 
a moment of silence to pay their respects to 
the martyrs killed during the 1980 Gwangju 
Uprising, a student-led protest against the 
military rule of Chun Doo-hwan (1980–1988) 
that ended in a violent massacre, and then 
sang ‘March for the Beloved.’ Written in 1981 
by activist lyricist Paik Ki-wan to honour 
those massacred in the Gwangju Uprising 
the year before, the song has become an 
anthem of Korean social movements.

This practice of honouring martyrs by 
singing together, an example of minjung-ui-
rye (or ‘pledge of the people’), began as a 
conscious refusal by South Korean activists to 
pledge allegiance to the national flag during 
Chun’s military dictatorship.

Minjung-gayo (‘people’s songs’), is a 
genre of Korean protest music that emerged 
during the struggles against the military 
dictatorships that ruled South Korea from 
1961 to 1988 and continues to be used by 
social movements today.

Minjung-gayo distinguishes songs 
created for and by the people from dae-
jung-gayo, or mainstream popular music. 
During the military dictatorship era, creat-
ing minjung-gayo was dangerous. In 1971, 
for instance, the military junta banned pio-
neer Kim Min-gi’s song ‘Morning Dew.’ Yet 
people found ways to access the song, and 
it became one of the most beloved anthems 

of the democratisation movement which 
continues to be played at protests today.

According to the Maru collective’s Kang 
Hyo-jun, though minjung-gayo had already 
emerged as a genre, it ‘boomed’ after the 
Great Workers’ Struggle of 1987, when over 
three million workers launched strikes that 
finally forced democratic reforms in South 
Korea. “A lot of new songs were being written 
[during this time],” Kang explained.

For many in the minjung movement of 
the 1970s and 1980s, the struggle for democ-
racy was inseparable from long-standing 
demands for national reunification and lib-
eration, from the partition of Korea in 1945 
to the devastation caused by the imperialist 
Korean War that began in the 1950s and the 
permanent presence that the US established 
in South Korea in 1957.

Songs like ‘Our Wish Is Reunification,’ 
which was originally composed by Ahn 
Byung-won in 1947 with lyrics by his father, 
Ahn Suk-ju, gave voice to the longing for the 
reunification of Korea. Other songs drew 
on Indigenous musical traditions such as 
pansori, a genre of musical storytelling, and 
gut shamanic rhythms, reclaiming cultural 
traditions that had survived colonisation and 
mobilising them as resources for contempo-
rary struggles.

Very few new songs have been written 
in recent decades, however, a trend that 
mirrors the weakening of South Korea’s 
progressive movement itself. “The people’s 
art movement could not help but follow 
that decline,” Kang reflected. Collectives 

such as Maru work to keep the tradition of 
minjung-gayo alive: as Kang told me, “we 
must … keep writing new songs, expand our 
solidarity, and listen to the people’s stories 
to turn those stories into even more new 
songs.” Maru’s vision aims to broaden their 
social movement base through music that 
represents people’s struggles today. “When 
a revolutionary moment comes and when a 
new world comes,” he expressed, “it will be 
our songs that will be sung.”

Similarly, the Seoul Women’s Associa-
tion’s singing group norae-pae I-eum seeks to 
create minjung-gayo that are representative 
of people’s struggles, including resistance to 
patriarchy. Kim Jee Un, the association’s 
director and a leader of its singing group, 
recalled how their first performance in early 
2025 deeply moved their audience, “because 
when they thought of minjung-gayo, they 
often thought of only men singing.” The group 
intentionally uplifts protest music written by 
women about women’s struggles, since there 
are very few songs like this – and “some are 
written by men with sexist content,” Kim 
explained. Beyond expanding minjung-gayo’s 
role in women’s liberation, Korean activists 
today have also reimagined the genre’s rela-
tionship to mainstream music like K-pop to 
condemn political violence and attract new 
members to their struggle.
Tricontinental Institute  

When the revolution comes,  
our songs will be sung

https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20241117050079
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G84zWxeqEMo
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On 6 January, the White House 
ordered 2,000 additional Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
officers to Minneapolis. Following a 
year of record ICE funding and esca-
lating state terror, the Twin Cities 
were targeted for the “largest immi-
gration operation ever.”

The 7 January murder by ICE agents of 
Renee Nicole Good – a US citizen involved in 
growing networks and grassroots initiatives 
defending migrant communities from ICE 
– is further confirmation that the attacks on 
migrants are a pillar of a larger war targeting 
racialised people, progressive forces and the 
working class in Minneapolis and in the US.

As this war increasingly relies on brute 
force by law enforcement agencies effec-
tively acting as paramilitary forces with 
functional impunity from the government, 
resistance has intensified. This interplay 
between repression and resistance played 
out in flashpoints in Los Angeles, Chicago, 
and Charlotte last year. Now, Minneapolis 
has once again been thrust onto centre stage 
in the struggle against the racist state terror 
that is so integral to US capitalism.

From the militant labour movement 
that produced the 1934 general strike to 
the history of Indigenous resistance that 
led to the founding of the American Indian 
Movement in 1968, patient and dedicated 
organising by progressive forces in Minne-
apolis has played a major role in shaping US 
political life. This legacy includes decades 
of organising against racist policing in the 
city, where the police murder of George 
Floyd in 2020 sparked the largest protest 
movement in US history.

With masked, armed ICE agents routinely 
using brute force to arrest migrants, citizens, 
Indigenous people, children and adults alike, 
grassroots resistance grew quickly.

Good’s death was a catalysing moment 
as these forms of resistance exploded into 
a sustained, militant, mass mobilisation 
demanding ICE out of Minneapolis.

This shift was not merely spontaneous. 
Rather, peoples’ organic desire to protect 
their neighbours from ICE terror was con-
sciously and deliberately built into a potent 
political force as the infrastructure developed 
in the wake of George Floyd’s murder was 
reinvigorated, built upon, and adapted to 
siege conditions.

This resistance infrastructure includes 
rapid response networks with patrols at 
schools, mosques, and other targets for 
ICE raids, witness and response practices, 
food and supply deliveries, transportation 
arrangements, and networks to support the 
relatives left behind after ICE abductions – all 
coordinated in networks made up of formal 
and informal organisations.

This infrastructure is expanding in 
real time as new organisers are trained in 
non-violent direct action, with the director 
of organising and growth at the Minnesota 
AFL-CIO (American Federation of Labor 
and Congress of Industrial Organizations) 
reporting they have trained more than 1,200 
people over six weeks.

On 23 January, this resistance infrastruc-
ture produced a massive show of power in 
the ICE out of Minneapolis: Day of Truth 
and Freedom protests. Tens of thousands of 
people took to the streets on a cold winter 
day under the directive of “no work, no 
school, no shopping.” This mass mobilisation 
demonstrated the movement’s organisational 
capacity as immigrant rights organisations, 
faith groups, organised labour, socialist par-
ties, abolitionist organisations, climate justice 
organisations and more united behind the 
core demand of ‘ICE out of Minneapolis’.

The murder of ICU nurse and a union 
member Alex Pretti galvanised further 

outrage in the streets and nationwide, putting 
the indispensable role of organised labour 
in this resistance into stark relief.

The 23 January day of action was 
endorsed by dozens of trade unions and 
working-class organisations. Despite not 
being in a legal strike position, these unions 
promoted the day of action and pledged to 
protect workers’ rights.

Amalgamated Transit Union 1005 Pres-
ident David Stiggers captured the stakes of 
the resistance to ICE for the working class: 
“Working people cannot stand aside while our 
neighbours are terrorised and our families 
are fractured, because those are our fami-
lies. Those are our neighbours. They are us.”

On 30 January, the resistance scaled up 
to a national day of action. Reprising the call 
for “no school, no work, no shopping” and 
the demand to abolish ICE, many thousands 
took to the streets in hundreds of actions 
across the country, this time endorsed by 
thousands of organisations including union 
locals, migrant rights’ organisations, faith 
groups and many more.

Faced with growing street-level resistance 
and national outrage, the Trump administra-
tion has been forced to recalibrate its opera-
tions. On 27 January, the federal government 
announced the withdrawal of some ICE forces 
from Minneapolis, including Border Patrol 
commander Greg Bovino. The withdrawal 
of 700 ICE agents from Minnesota in the 
first week of February must also be read in 
relation to the strength of resistance forces.

These developments come with their 
own potential dangers: Democrats’ pro-
posed reforms aimed at curbing the violent 
excesses of ICE operations while preserving 
the core of the administration’s anti-immi-
grant crackdown. Amid this tactical retreat, 
Trump’s ostensibly constructive talks with 
Mayor Jacob Frey and Governor Tim Walz 
could result in a negotiated compromise 
between the Democrats and the Republi-
cans that undercuts the powerful movement 
demanding the abolition of ICE. 

Nevertheless, each of these developments 
demonstrate the movement’s role in shaping 
reality on the ground. Make no mistake: the 
power is in the streets.

THE VIEW FROM CANADA
Winnipeg is a sister city of Minneapolis. 

Like Minneapolis, the city has been shaped 
by Indigenous and working-class struggles 
that have reverberated across the country. 
Ties between the two cities are strong, and 
people in Winnipeg have watched the events 
of Minneapolis in horror and in search of 
ways to support. The Manitoba Nurses 
Union lit a candle and issued a statement 
commemorating the life and sacrifice of Alex 
Pretti, while businesses and communities 
have raised funds to support on-the-ground 
organisations in Minneapolis.

The escalation of racist state terror, 
the momentum of popular resistance in 
Minneapolis, and the related dangerous 
international situation calls for deepening 
ties between progressive movements across 
this geography.

Campaigns against ICE collaborators in 
Canada are growing as well. Vancouver-based 
billionaire Jim Pattison was quickly forced 
to reverse a real estate deal with the US 
Department of Homeland Security by pop-
ular pressure, including a statement from 
UFCW 1518 on behalf of workers at the 
Pattison-owned Save-On-Foods.

The Arms Embargo Now coalition, 
which came together to demand Canadian 
divestment from Israel’s genocide in Gaza, 
has called attention to a $10 million contract 
between ICE and Canadian arms manufac-
turer Roshel, who have committed twenty 
armoured vehicles to the US agency. 

At the same time anti-migrant racism 
is on the rise across Canada and has been 
embraced by the Carney Liberals. The siege 
of Minnesota is a possible outcome of the 
anti-migrant politics growing in Canada at 
this very moment.

Expanded and intensified exploitation of 
migrants has been a key pillar of accumula-
tion and class warfare by the Canadian ruling 
class in the neoliberal era. As the whole of 
Canadian politics shifts to the right, these 
heavily exploited migrant communities are 
being scapegoated for a cost-of-living crisis 
caused by this same ruling class.

The distance from Minnesota to 

Manitoba doubles as a corridor for hun-
dreds of refugees facing deportation from 
the US. These dangerous passages peaked 
during Trump’s first administration; but 
discriminatory immigration policy, coupled 
with disastrous foreign intervention, ensures 
that someone will always be willing to make 
this journey.

Many migrants who risked their lives to 
make a refugee claim in Canada had pre-
viously arrived in the midwest from East 
Africa and Somalia, where thirty years of US 
interference has contributed to a permanent 
state of civil war. (According to the Council 
on Foreign Relations, Trump carried out 
more bombings of Somalia than the Bush, 
Obama, and Biden administrations combined 
last year alone.)

Minneapolis is home to the largest Somali 
community in the US, and Trump’s compul-
sive rants against this diaspora have paved 
the road to the present ICE attacks. When 
Trump spent the early days of his second 
term demanding that Canada fortify the 
border against such refugee claimants and 
further crack down on immigration, Canadian 
politicians all-too-happily obliged. Among 
other dangerous reforms, Bill C-12 – cur-
rently working its way through the Canadian 
Senate – reinforces the Safe Third Country 
Agreement with the US, which denies refu-
gees who arrive in the US the right to apply 
for asylum in Canada on the assumption 
that the US is a “safe” country for refugees.

At present, there are five ICE field offices 
operating in Canadian cities with the full 
cooperation of local law enforcement, and 
Migrante Canada continues to report on sur-
prise workplace raids by the Canada Border 
Services Agency.

A popular movement against ICE is 
shaping reality on the ground in Minne-
sota, and has shifted the balance of forces 
in the process. As a result, the outcome of 
this domestic siege is far from guaranteed. 
Working people everywhere can learn from 
the powerful example of unity on the streets 
of Minneapolis.
People’s Voice (edited for space)  

Working class solidarity  
against ICE

Those are our neighbours. They are us.

Tens of thousands march against ICE in Downtown Minneapolis. Photo: Chad Davis/chaddavis.photography – flickr.com (CC BY 4.0)

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/2000-federal-agents-sent-to-minneapolis-area-to-carry-out-largest-immigration-operation-ever-ice-says
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/2000-federal-agents-sent-to-minneapolis-area-to-carry-out-largest-immigration-operation-ever-ice-says
https://truthout.org/articles/minneapoliss-2020-uprising-laid-an-abolitionist-groundwork-for-ice-resistance/
https://newrepublic.com/article/205318/minnesota-general-strike-ice-protest
https://newrepublic.com/article/205318/minnesota-general-strike-ice-protest
https://nationalshutdown.org/
https://www.cnn.com/2026/02/05/us/dhs-pulls-700-officers-minneapolis-homan-hnk
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-positive-tone-tim-walz-phone-minnesota-governor-rcna255967
https://www.vogue.com/article/minneapolis-mayor-jacob-frey-on-president-trump-patriotism-and-parenting-two-daughters-through-crisis
https://www.facebook.com/ManitobaNurses/posts/mnu-is-lighting-a-candle-for-alex-his-loved-ones-and-all-nurses-fighting-the-goo/1500395462094588/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/winnipeg-minnesota-ice-crackdowns-support-9.7058885
https://ufcw1518.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Letter-to-Jim-Pattison-Group.pdf
https://pvonline.ca/2025/09/10/bidding-adieu-to-the-last-model-minority-by-ushering-in-unity-and-solidarity/
https://pvonline.ca/2025/11/20/liberals-fix-to-bill-c-2-is-still-racist-legislation-that-needs-to-be-blocked/
https://ccla.org/equality/proposal-creates-fundamental-unfairness-in-canadas-immigration-system/
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The Ministry of Health in Gaza 
has issued an urgent appeal 
to the international commu-
nity for intervention against 
the Israeli blockade, which 
obstructs basic humanitarian 
aid from entering the enclave.

The crisis has escalated with 
Israel’s tight cordon, restricting 
food and medicine, consequently 
increasing child mortality rates 
due to malnutrition and inadequate 
technical assistance. Critical blood 
banks, vital for treating victims of 
constant aggressions, are in a des-
perate situation threatening to par-
alyse the entire hospital network.

Laboratories and blood banks 
are on the verge of suspension 
due to a critical shortage of basic 
supplies, posing risks to vital tests 
for patients in intensive care and 
neonatal units. Blood compatibility 
tests, blood counts, and tumor diag-
noses face imminent suspension, 

making adequate medical care 
impossible for thousands of injured 
and sick individuals who rely on 
these services for survival.

The humanitarian situation is 
exacerbated by the Israeli block-
ade, which systematically impedes 
the entry of medicines and food, 
leading to an alarming increase in 
child mortality from malnutrition 
and illness.

At the same time, the ambitious 
Flotilla of Spring is set to depart on 
29 March.

Its aim is to break the ille-
gal siege imposed by occupation 
forces against the Gaza Strip and 
denounce the ongoing genocide 
perpetrated by Israel for over two 
years.

The Global Flotilla Sumud 
collective confirmed that nearly 
3,000 volunteers from more than 
100 nations will participate in this 
land and sea deployment, sailing 

from strategic ports like Barce-
lona and Italy. This action seeks to 
deliver vital supplies and construc-
tion materials directly, given the 
paralysis of traditional diplomacy 
regarding the siege suffocating the 
Palestinian people.

This civilian mobilisation occurs 
at a moment of extreme urgency, 
following the Gaza Ministry of 
Health’s warning about the immi-
nent closure of laboratories and 
blood banks.

The Global Flotilla Sumud 
called for international action to 
ensure medical aid reaches its 
destination and restores hospital 
operational capacity. The contin-
gent affirmed its mission is strictly 
non-violent yet profoundly chal-
lenging, with the firm objective 
of bringing hope and relief to a 
population engulfed in destruction 
and criminal siege.
Telesur  

SOUTH AFRICA: China and South Africa have signed a 
framework agreement for a new trade deal. The agreement, 
expected to be finalised by the end of February, aims to grant 
duty-free access to South African fruit and other goods to 
China, while enhancing Chinese investment opportunities. 
South Africa is looking for developing all options following high 
import tariffs imposed by the US.

USA: The White House issued an executive order authorising 
additional tariffs of up to 25% on imports from foreign coun-
tries that directly or indirectly trade with Iran. Under the order, 
the Commerce Department will identify such countries, while 
the State Department, in coordination with other agencies, 
will decide whether, and to what extent the tariffs should be 
applied.

LEBANON: Israeli aircraft have sprayed chemical substances 
over agricultural land near the southern border, damag-
ing crops and vegetation. The incidents have prompted offi-
cial complaints to the United Nations, citing environmental 
harm and risks to civilian livelihoods. The Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
has expressed concern that chemical substances reportedly 
sprayed by Israel in southern Lebanon and parts of Syria could 
have serious consequences for agricultural land, food sources 
and lives of local residents. It was also pointed out that Israeli 
aircraft sprayed toxic substances banned in Lebanon and the 
European Union.

MEXICO: Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum confirmed 
that her government would send a significant shipment of 
humanitarian aid to Cuba. The shipment will mainly consist 
of food and other goods to help Cuba cope with the complex 
and difficult situation it is facing amid the tightening US block-
ade. In addition to this act of solidarity, the Mexican govern-
ment is maintaining intensive diplomatic efforts with the United 
States to normalise the shipment of oil to Cuba. Sheinbaum 
explained that the goal was to resume crude oil shipments 
without triggering trade sanctions against Mexico by the Trump 
administration.

ITALY: Crowds booed US and Israeli official representatives 
at the Milano Cortina 2026 Winter Olympics opening over ICE 
actions and the Gaza war. The public was angered by the 
presence of US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agents in Milan for Olympic security duties. The ICE presence 
was viewed as a threat to civil liberties. The Milan mayor said 
in an interview, “They are not welcome in Milan,” and called 
ICE a “militia that kills.” The Olympic athletes and the public in 
general are aware of the fact that more than 800 Palestinian 
athletes have been killed since the start of Israel’s offensive on 
Gaza, according to Palestinian officials. The sports community 
in Gaza has suffered immense losses due to continued bom-
bardments, famine and the collapse of critical infrastructure.

HAITI: Haiti’s Prime Minister Alix Didier Fils-Aime pledged to 
implement severe measures against armed gangs. Fils-Aime 
became PM on 7 February. “The gangs and those who support 
them will be pursued. The state will reclaim every occupied 
area until the day when all children can go to school without 
fear,” he declared. It will be a mammoth task – armed gangs 
control 90% of the metropolitan area of the capital Port-au-
Prince, main highways and other areas of the country. While 
exact figures are not available, some experts estimate that 
there are about 600,000 firearms in circulation. Continuing vio-
lence has displaced 1.3 million people.

LIBYA: Thousands of mourners gathered in the western Lib-
yan town of Bani Walid for the funeral of Saif al-Islam Gadd-
afi, the son of Muanmar Gaddafi. Gaddafi was assassinated on 
3 February. He was seen as a possible leader, and in 2021 
he was planning to run in the presidential election – but the 
election was indefinitely postponed at the time. Libya has not 
recovered from the NATO-led coup and remains split between 
Prime Minister Abdelhamid Dbeibah’s UN-backed government 
based in Tripoli and an eastern administration backed by Khal-
ifa Hafter.

Global Briefs
Gaza warns labs 

may close as flotilla 
prepares to act

Demonstration of support for the Sumud Global Fleet at the State University of Campinas, Brazil. (Unicamp).  
Photo: Mtvdanilo – wikimedia.org (CC BY 4.0)

Sydney VigilSydney Vigil

STOP USA BLOCKADE  STOP USA BLOCKADE  
ON CUBAON CUBA
4:15 pm till 5:00 pm
Tuesday 17 February

USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney

Call 0418 270 885

https://registration.globalsumudflotilla.org/
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Roger McKenzie 

Peace campaigners have warned 
that the expiry of the last remaining 
nuclear weapons pact between Rus-
sia and the United States risks a new 
arms race.

This comes as the New Start treaty, which 
was signed in 2010 by US President Barack 
Obama and his Russian counterpart, Dmitry 
Medvedev, restricted each side to no more 
than 1,550 nuclear warheads on no more 
than 700 missiles and bombers.

The pact envisioned sweeping on-site 
inspections to verify compliance. Inspections 
stopped in 2020 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic and never resumed.

In February 2023, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin suspended Moscow’s par-
ticipation, saying Russia couldn’t allow US 
inspections of its nuclear sites at a time 
when Washington and its NATO allies have 
openly declared Moscow’s defeat in Ukraine 
as their goal.

At the same time, the Kremlin empha-
sised it wasn’t withdrawing from the pact 
altogether, pledging to respect its caps on 
nuclear weapons.

Offering in September 2025 to abide by 
New Start’s limits for a year to buy time for 
both sides to negotiate a successor agree-
ment, Putin said the treaty’s expiry would 
be destabilising and could fuel nuclear 
proliferation.

But US President Donald Trump has been 
non-committal about extending the deal. 

A White House source said that the US 
president will make a decision on nuclear 
arms control “on his own timeline.”

But Russia confirmed more recently that 
the US still hasn’t responded to Putin’s pro-
posal to extend New Start for a year.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told the Tass news agency, “The initiative 
put forward by President Putin remains on 
the table.

“We have not yet received any response 
from the Americans regarding this proposal,” 

which leaves the world’s largest nuclear arse-
nals “without a fundamental document to 
limit their capabilities and ensure oversight.”

Peace campaigners have long voiced con-
cern about the expiry of New Start, warning 
it could lead to a new Russia-US arms race.

UK Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
general secretary Sophie Bolt said, “At a time 
when the threat from nuclear weapons is 
the highest it has been since the cold war, 
we now face the prospect of a new nuclear 
arms race with no limits on the world’s larg-
est nuclear arsenals.

“Start’s potential expiry was factored in 
the decision by the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists to move the hands of the Doomsday 
Clock forward to 85 seconds to midnight, 
yet another wake-up call that we are rap-
idly accelerating towards a human-made 
catastrophe.

“It is absolutely vital that all pressure is 
brought to bear on the US to accept Russia’s 
proposal to voluntarily extend the treaty for 
another year.”

“It’s in every single country’s interest that 
this treaty be extended,” Bolt said.

Former UK Labor leader Jeremy Corbyn 
now and independent MP said: “The end of 
the New Start Treaty is the beginning of a 
new arms race.”

“It is more important than ever to sup-
port a global treaty on the prohibition of 
nuclear weapons.” 

Peace groups have said that no treaty 
means no constraints on US or Russian 
nuclear arsenals for the first time in more 
than half a century. They say the need to 
build a strong anti-war movement has never 
been greater.

US-based peace campaigner Eugene 
Puryear said, “More than ever it’s crucial we 
continue to build a movement against war 
and militarism on a global scale to coun-
teract the alarming trend towards nuclear 
apocalypse.”
Morning Star (edited for space)  

The Borloo/Perth Hiroshima and Nagasaki NEVER AGAIN rally, 2025. Photo: Vinnie Molina

No START, no limits

US President Donald Trump 
has threatened to block the 
opening of a new bridge link-
ing the United States and 
Canada amid rising tensions 
between the two North Amer-
ican neighbours.

“I will not allow this bridge to 
open until the United States is fully 
compensated for everything we have 
given them, and also, importantly, 
Canada treats the United States 
with the Fairness and Respect that 
we deserve,” Trump wrote on his 
social media platform Truth Social.

“With all that we have given 
them, we should own, perhaps, 
at least one half of this asset. The 
revenues generated because of the 
US Market will be astronomical,” 

Trump went ahead, adding that 
he plans to “start (related) negoti-
ations, IMMEDIATELY.”

Although Trump did not name 
the bridge in his post, he appeared 
to be referring to the Gordie Howe 
International Bridge, a six-lane 
bridge set to connect Windsor, 
Ontario, and Detroit, Michigan.

Construction of the bridge 
began in 2018, and it is expected 
to open early this year. The project, 
estimated to cost US $4.7 billion 
(about AUD $6.6 billion), is being 
financed and overseen by the Cana-
dian government.
Xinhua  

Trump threatens 
bridge

Peter Farmer

The United Nations Command 
in the Republic of Korea is not 
well-named. It’s not a United 
Nations organisation. Despite 
the name, the UNC is a mili-
tary unit of the US military, 
under the control of the US 
President in his role as com-
mander-in-chief of the US 
Armed Forces.

True, the UNC is part of the 
landscape in South Korea. It’s been 
there since the Korean War paused. 
I say ‘paused’ rather than ended, 
because what Korea has is one of 
history’s longest ever ceasefires. 
The two Koreas are technically 
still at war. The UNC has been 

in Korea since the ceasefire was 
signed in 1953.

As a military command, the 
UNC is part of the 1953 Korean War 
Armistice Agreement. The UNC is 
not a diplomatic outpost and has 
no UN-related authority.

However, the UNC has been 
issuing public statements com-
menting on Korean government 
decisions as though it’s an embassy. 
Most recently, the UNC issued a 
public statement opposing Korean 
government legislation on the 
peaceful use of the Demilitarised 
Zone, popularly known as the DMZ.

Ko Seung-woo, director of the 
Conference of Journalists of the 
May 1980 Democratic Struggle 
says the comments “go against 

established norms governing alli-
ances.” He says it’s hard to find 
anywhere else in the world in which 
the command post for foreign 
troops comments on whether leg-
islation passed by the host country 
is “legal” or not.

Seung-woo has a point. Aus-
tralia has US military bases and 
troops stationed here on a per-
manent basis, but they leave the 
heavy-handed commentary to US 
diplomats.

Seung-woo says that the UNC’s 
behaviour “gives the impression 
that the relationship between 
South Korea and the US is not one 
between equal sovereign nations.”

Indeed it does.  

Korea: US military throws 
its weight around
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Women stand up to ICE
GH

In Norway, there's a David-and-Goliath-like story of a folk 
hero, the ‘Ash lad’ outwitting a troll while wearing a red knit 
cap with a pom-pom on it. During the Nazi occupation of 
Norway in the 1940’s, Norwegian women knitted and wore 
red pointed hats with a tassel as a form of visual protest 
against Nazi occupation. The hats became a symbol of 
resistance to a more powerful adversary during the occu-
pation. The Nazis made the protest hats illegal and it was 
punishable by law to wear, make, or distribute them.

Today women are again knitting these woollen red caps, 
not only in Norway, but also in the United States, as a pro-
test against the violent and unacceptable behaviour of ICE 
(United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement). 

Women in Minnesota were already protesting against the 
intrusion of armed and masked ICE thugs into their com-
munity. In the wake of the fatal shootings by federal agents 
of two unarmed civilians, Renee Good and Alex Pretti, peo-
ple have not only joined demonstrations but have found a 
way to use their skills to support innocent people in their 
neighbourhoods.

Many Minnesotans have Nordic backgrounds and now 
Minnesotan women are adopting the Norwegian red pro-
test caps, using their craft skills to create symbols of public 
political resistance. After a call to action from the Minnesota 
yarn shop, Needle & Skein, knitters and crocheters were 
encouraged across the US to take part in the project.  It is 
part of a broad ‘craftivism’ movement, using crafts and knit-
ting as a political expression against the Trump regime. 

A social media post from the yarn shop explained: “As pur-
veyors of traditional craft, we felt it appropriate to revisit 
this design. Our city and many others are currently being 
swept door to door by a federally funded and supported 
organisation. Sound familiar?” Needle & Skein shared a 
crochet pattern of what they are calling the “Melt the ICE” 
hat, encouraging crafters from anywhere in the world to 
make their own version and to wear them in support of the 
movement in Minnesota. Knitters are posting their finished 
products online, and directing others to buy their red yarn 
from Minnesota-based shops that participated in the recent 
statewide strike to protest ICE presence in Minnesota. The 
shops have raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for the 
poor, turning a protest symbol into resources for affected 
communities. It has become a symbol of how vital women 
are to political movements.

The hats have become a visible symbol in protests against 
ICE, especially after high-profile confrontations and the 
fatal shooting of civilians by agents, which sparked wide-
spread outrage. They serve a similar cultural role to other 
protest symbols, such as the pink “pussy hats” during the 
2017 Women’s March. They have helped spread aware-
ness of aggressive immigration enforcement tactics beyond 
localised protests, encouraging actions like “know your 
rights” training and public demonstrations.

Women are organising in other ways, helping migrants 
attacked by ICE and joining in efforts to identify and protest 
the presence of the armed thugs in their community. The 
red caps and associated protests have contributed to the 
ongoing debates about ICE’s role, enforcement practices, 
and accountability, including legal critiques and civil rights 
concerns around their tactics, such as masked agents and 
aggressive raids. They form part of a wider political activ-
ism against immigration enforcement, including strikes, 
marches, music, and community organising. 
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Federica Adriani

Students in Italy have been urged to 
expose their “left-wing teachers” for the 
first time since Mussolini’s fascist dic-
tatorship collapsed in 1943.

Student Action (Azione Studentesca), an 
Italian youth association linked to Giorgia Melo-
ni’s Brothers of Italy party, has encouraged high 
school students  to profile and denounce their 
teachers who supposedly espoused left-lean-
ing ideas.

Questions like, “Do you have at least one 
left-wing teacher who is making political prop-
aganda during their lessons?” and, “Describe 
one of the most emblematic cases [of left-wing 
propaganda],” were part of a six-question survey 
that Student Action administered to teenagers 
in schools.

While the government and the Ministry of 
Education called the far-right student group 
campaign a harmless initiative, hundreds have 
spoken out against it.

A total of 305 teenagers, schoolteachers 
and school staff signed a public statement to 
oppose the discriminatory action.

It comes amid a series of “self-denouncing 
videos” published online by hundreds of “left-
wing schoolteachers,” after a 35-year-old Vene-
tian schoolteacher, Giorgio Peloso Zantaforni, 
started the trend.

“I’m surprised that saying you’re left-wing in 
2026 gets such a strong media echo. It is clearly 
a sign of the times we are living in,” Zantaforni 
said to the Morning Star.

“It is a sign that the parties, which are crucial 
mediators in democracies, should look more 
broadly and transparently at society.

“The success that my video had across Italy 
is a symptom of a society that has recognised 
itself and must regain its space and right of 
expression,” he added.

As he declared in his video, firstly published 
on his Instagram page: “This is not an impartial 
inquiry into teachers’ politicisation. Perhaps, 
anti-fascism scares more than a really never 
unlearned fascism.”
Morning Star (edited for space)  

The shadow of 
Mussolini

A still from Giorgio Peloso Zantaforni’s video.

The South African Communist 
Party (SACP) has dipped its 
red flag in tribute to Leon Levy 
who died aged 96 this month. 

Born in Johannesburg to immi-
grants from Lithuania, Levy and 
his brother dedicated their lives 
to fighting against colonial and 
apartheid rule in South Africa. 
They were born into a family that 
was conscious of the evils of racism 
as per their experience in Europe 
and thus from a young age became 
actively involved in the struggle.

Levy started work at 16 and 
became an active trade unionist, 
serving as secretary of the National 
Union of Laundering, Cleaning and 
Dyeing Workers and the Transvaal 
Food Canning and Allied Workers.

Levy and his twin brother were 
imprisoned under the Suppression 
of Communism Act of 1950. Levy 
later helped form and lead the first 
non-racial trade union federation 
in South Africa. After the state of 
emergency in 1960 his writings and 
statements were banned and he 

was forbidden to visit any African 
township. Forced into exile by the 
apartheid regime, Levy continued 
to contribute to the struggle from 
the UK.

He returned to South Africa 
after the fall of apartheid and 
published several books relating to 
trade unions and labour relations.
sacp.org.za  

Comrade Leon Levy,  
liberation stalwart
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Manolo De Los Santos

Claims by officials in Washington 
that “Cuba’s collapse is imminent” 
usually coincide with a tightening of 
the blockade. Yet, once again, Cubans 
have reaffirmed their commitment 
to the revolution and their creative 
resistance in the face of the latest US 
attacks.

The halls of power in Washington are ech-
oing with a familiar, predatory chorus. Once 
again, the White House, various think-tank 
experts, and US politicians are predicting the 
“imminent collapse” of Cuba. This is a tune 
the world has heard for over sixty years, usu-
ally sung at its highest volume whenever the 
United States decides to tighten the economic 
noose around the island’s neck. However, in 
2026, the rhetoric has shifted from sanctions 
to an overt campaign of total strangulation. 
Under a new executive order signed in late 
January, the second Trump administration 
has escalated the decades-long blockade into 
a proactive fuel blockade.

Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Canel 
laid bare the intended consequences in a 
press conference on 5 February 2026: “Not 
allowing a single drop of fuel to enter our 
country will affect transportation, food 
production, tourism, children’s education, 
and the healthcare system.” The objective is 
clear: to induce systemic failure, sow popular 
discontent, and create conditions for political 
destabilisation. 

The administration has authorised 
aggressive tariffs and sanctions on any 
foreign country or company that dares to 
trade oil with the island, effectively treating 
Cuban territorial waters as a zone of exclu-
sion. Since December, multiple oil tankers 
headed to Cuba have been seized by US naval 
forces in the Caribbean or forced to return 
to their ports of origin under threat of asset 
forfeiture. In direct response to this intensi-
fying siege, Cuba has announced sweeping 
fuel rationing measures designed to protect 
essential services. The plan prioritises fuel 
for healthcare, water, food production, edu-
cation, public transportation, and defence, 
while strictly limiting sales to private drivers. 
The leadership of the Cuban Revolution has 
affirmed that Cuba “will not collapse.”

THE GHOST OF THE 
“SPECIAL PERIOD”

To understand why the Cuban people 
have not descended into the chaos Washing-
ton predicted, one must look to the historical 
precedent of the “Special Period in Time of 
Peace.” Following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, Cuba experienced an economic 
shock that would have toppled almost any 
other modern state. Overnight, the island lost 
85% of its international trade and nearly all 
of its subsidised fuel imports. The resulting 
statistics were staggering: GDP plummeted 
by 35%, and the daily caloric intake of the 
average citizen dropped from over 3,000 
calories to roughly 1,800. During this era, 
the lights went out across the island for more 
than 16 hours a day, and the bicycle became 
the primary mode of transportation as the 
public transit system collapsed.

At the same time, Washington esca-
lated its assault through the Torricelli Act 
(1992) and the Helms-Burton Law (1996), 

each tightening the noose around Cuba’s 
economy. However, instead of fracturing 
under the weight of this tightened blockade, 
Cubans developed “Option Zero,” a survival 
plan designed to keep hospitals running and 
children fed without any fuel, and the Cuban 
social fabric tightened. The government 
prioritised the distribution of remaining 
resources to the most vulnerable, ensuring 
that infant mortality rates remained lower 
than those in many parts of the United States 
despite the scarcity.

This period proved that when a popula-
tion is politically conscious of the external 
forces causing their suffering, they become 
extraordinarily resilient. The ‘Special Period’ 
was not just a time of hunger; it was a 
period of forced innovation that gave rise 
to the world’s first national experiment in 
organic urban farming and mass-scale energy 
conservation.

THE RETURN OF  
THE ENERGY CRISIS

The crisis of 2026 is, in many ways, a 
sequel to the 1990s, but with higher stakes 
and more advanced technological targets. 
The roots of the current energy shortage can 
be traced back to the first Trump adminis-
tration’s decision in 2019 to target Cuban oil 
imports as a means of punishing the island for 
its solidarity with Venezuela. By designating 
Cuba as a “State Sponsor of Terrorism” and 
activating Title III of the Helms-Burton Act, 
the US successfully scared off international 
shipping lines and insurance companies. This 
was followed by a focused campaign against 
the PDVSA (Venezuela’s state oil company) 
and the shipping firms involved in the trade 
agreement between countries in the region 
known as ALBA-TCP.

By 2025, the impact on Cuba’s energy 
grid was catastrophic. The island’s thermal 
power plants, most of which were built with 
aging Soviet technology, were never designed 
to burn the heavy, sulphur-rich crude that 
Cuba produces domestically without constant 
maintenance and expensive imported addi-
tives. The lack of foreign exchange, caused 
by the tightening of the blockade, meant that 
spare parts were non-existent. By the time 
the 2026 fuel blockade began, the national 
grid was already operating at 25% below its 
required capacity.

President Miguel Díaz-Canel has been 
transparent with the public, noting that 
without fuel, everything from the morning 
school bus to the refrigeration systems for 
the nation’s advanced biotech medicines 
is under constant threat, a reality that has 
now precipitated the stringent new ration-
ing regime.

THE THREAT OF 
INTERVENTION: FROM 
CARACAS TO HAVANA
The current US stance toward Cuba 

cannot be viewed in isolation from its recent 
military interventions in the Middle East and 
Latin America. The ‘regime change’ efforts in 
Cuba are being modelled after the maximum 
pressure campaigns used against Iran and 
the military incursions seen in Venezuela 
on 3 January 2026. The threat of a US mil-
itary attack is not a rhetorical flourish used 
by Havana to drum up nationalism; it is a 

documented strategic option discussed in 
Washington.

The logic behind such an intervention is 
twofold. First, there is the ideological drive 
to eliminate the “contagion” of a country 
that questions the Monroe Doctrine and US 
domination in the region. Cuba’s existence 
serves as a reminder that sovereignty is pos-
sible in the shadow of a superpower. Second, 
and more pragmatically, the US is motivated 
by a thirst for strategic minerals. Cuba sits 
on some of the world’s largest reserves of 
nickel and cobalt, essential components of 
lithium-ion batteries that power the global 
transition to electric vehicles and advanced 
weaponry.

In a world where the US is scrambling to 
compete with China for control of the mineral 
and energy supply chain, a sovereign Cuba 
that controls its own mines is seen as an 
obstacle to American hegemony. If the US 
can force a collapse, these minerals would 
no longer belong to the Cuban people; they 
would be auctioned off to US corporations 
as the country was before 1959.

THE NEW RESISTANCE: 
EXTRAORDINARY 

EFFORTS IN RENEWABLE 
ENERGY

The Cuban response to this renewed 
strangulation is not a white flag of surrender. 
Recognising that fossil fuel dependence is a 
vulnerability the US will always exploit, Cuba 
has, in recent years, launched an extraordi-
nary national effort to transform its energy 
matrix. Building on this momentum, the 
country completed 49 new solar parks in 
2025 alone. This massive undertaking added 

approximately 1,000 megawatts of power 
to the national grid, marking a 7% increase 
in total grid capacity and accounting for 
a remarkable 38% of the nation’s energy 
generation. By the end of March 2026, with 
support from China, the island is on track 
to add over 150 MW of renewable power to 
its grid through the rapid deployment of 
solar parks.

The strategy is clear: if the empire can 
shut off the oil, Cuba will harvest the sun. 
“The way the US energy blockade has been 
implemented reinforces our commitment to 
the renewable energy strategy,” President 
Miguel Díaz-Canel declared. The government 
has committed to a plan to generate 24% 
of the country’s electricity from renewable 
sources by 2030, with a long-term goal of 
achieving total energy independence. This 
involves not just large-scale solar farms, 
but the decentralisation of the grid through 
the installation of thousands of small-scale 
solar panels on homes and state buildings. 
This “energy sovereignty” movement is the 
21st-century equivalent of the 1990s urban 
gardens. It is a way of overcoming the US 
blockade by removing the very commodity, 
oil, that Washington uses as a leash.

Cuba’s message to the world remains 
consistent. They are willing to talk and trade, 
but not to be owned or become a neo-colony 
of the United States. The story of Cuba is 
not one of a failed state, but of a people who 
have decided that the most potent fuel for 
their future isn’t oil, it’s the will to remain 
independent. As the sun rises over the new 
solar arrays in the Cuban countryside, it 
serves as a silent, glowing testament to a 
nation that refuses to disappear.
Tricontinental Institute (edited for space)  

Cuba: resilience, not surrender

Boorloo/ Perth rally in support of Cuba, 2021.
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