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Workers pay

M Santos

Australian workers and their
families, like workers around
the world, played no part in
the illegal US-Israeli war in
the Middle East, yet they are
paying a huge price for it. The
impact is only just beginning
to be felt with predictions that
even when the war is over
prices and supplies will take
a long while, if ever, to return
to ‘normal.’

Working people need to organ-
ise resistance to this attempt to foist
the economic and social costs of war
onto their shoulders, including by
standing against the war itself. We
have the obscenity of corporation
after corporation in Australia hit-
ting record profits as the Albanese
government puts the burden of the
crisis on workers while carrying out
a vicious offensive against organised
labour using the state machine.

As the US and Israel destroy
Iran’s infrastructure and people’s
homes and thousands of people
are being slaughtered and injured,
Iran is retaliating through attacks
on US military bases in the region
and blocking the Strait of Hormuz
to its enemies’ and their allies’
shipping.

The spineless Albanese govern-
ment claims not to play a direct part
in the war, yet the US and Israel
use intelligence from the US’s spy
base at Pine Gap. Australia has
sent Special Air Service (SAS) per-
sonnel to the Middle East to play a
“no-combat role.”

Australian households already
in the midst of a cost-of-living crisis

are attempting to deal with rising

prices on all fronts including on:

« food

« petrol and diesel

« flights

+ housing

« transportation costs passed on
to price of goods

« deliveries.

Workers have lost an estimated
$110 million in superannuation
savings.

The government’s decision to
halve the fuel excise has done little
to alleviate the pain.

The Reserve Bank of Australia
is readying for a hike in interest
rates as inflation continues to rise
and there is worse to come. These
rate increases translate directly
into higher mortgage repayments
and are passed on by investors via
higher rents.

Australia also faces the threat
of food shortages as some farmers
reconsider the planting of winter
crops. Australia, as do many other
countries, relies heavily on fertiliser
imports for agriculture. Shipments
of urea (nitrogen fertilizer) and
ammonia, essential for agriculture,
have stopped. Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and Iran are central to global fertil-
iser supply, both as producers and
a key trade route. Trade through
the Strait of Hormuz is down by
around 90%.

Food prices have not only risen
but huge shortages are on the hori-
zon with talk of food rationing and
even famine in more vulnerable
countries.

Iran is responsible for around
one-third of global supplies
of helium, a byproduct of gas
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production. The destruction of
gas production facilities curbs
the supply of helium. Helium is
critical for medical uses such as
MRI scans and also in high-tech
industries such as semiconductors
and fibre optics.

As all these costs continue to
mount, they will have a horrendous
impact on inflation, create short-
ages and increase pressure midst
a cost-of-living crisis. The housing
crisis will intensify.

Thousands of workers face
unemployment as farmers recon-
sider crops, people slash discretion-
ary spending and demand for goods

and services falls. Workers in the
maritime, trucking, and other areas
dependent on trade will also be hit.

The war’s toll on the environ-
ment and contribution to climate
change will contribute to further
deaths, poorer health, loss of prop-
erty, and destruction of biodiversity.

It is an absolute disgrace that
the Australian Labor government
supports the war crimes of the US
and Israel, even parrotting Trump
in attacking Iran.

POLICY

The effect is worse than widely
reported because the Consumer

Price Index is far from an accurate
measure of the rising cost of living
for millions of workers and their
families. For example, it treats
housing costs as 20% of an average
household expenditure.

This average includes those with
paid-off homes and the wealthy.
Some families and individuals are
forking out 50% or more of their
income for a roof over their head.

Continued on page 2

Working people need to resist this
attempt to put the economic and social
costs of war onto their shoulders.
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Street level

Local action can be dangerous. Just ask the Com-
munist Party of Australia’s Cumberland Branch.
They’ve been trying to make a local council get on
board with the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS) campaign and stop spending ratepayers’
money on businesses that help Israel out while it’s
committing an ongoing genocide. As you can read
on page 3 of this issue, the Cumberland comrades
have been literally attacked for doing this.

Local action can be effective. A CPA comrade
who was on a Sydney council was told by a state
politician that a much-needed lift at the local station
would never happen. After ten years of petitions
and placards, the station had a lift. Older people
no longer needed to struggle up the stairs.

Local action is effective for many reasons.

Firstly, it’s a good antidote to the ‘what can I do?’
attitude that sums up a lot of Australian politics.
Far too many people see the news and think “I'm
just one person. What can I do?” The answer to
that is that you can get together with other persons.
Cumberland have put the question of local involve-
ment in supporting Israel back on the agenda and
won’t give up until everyone in the area knows what
their council is up to.

They’re performing two useful services for
the price on one. First, rebutting the popular but
mistaken view that councils should stick to bin
collection. Councils make spending decisions all
the time, and if one of those spending decisions
benefits Israel, you’re involved. Secondly, rebutting
the idea that local action is wasted. As one Cum-
berland Branch member has explained, thinking
that there’s nothing you can do is what people with
the power want you to think.

Another rejoinder to the ‘what can I do’ senti-
ment is this: if protest action is ineffectual, why
are they trying so hard to stop it? As this paper
has documented, states around Australia are using
legislation aimed at stopping terrorist attacks to
stop protests against catastrophic environmental
harm and against Australia’s involvement in Israel’s
attacks on Palestinian people. Queensland has gone
so far as to outlaw some of the slogans protesters
use. We’ve documented the use of anti-terrorist
laws in WA. South Australia, after its Premier
assured fossil fuel companies that he was at their
disposal, increased fines for obstruction of traffic
from $5,000 to $50,000.

I’s not just Australia. In the UK, the government
passed laws equating civil disobedience with ter-
rorism, making holding a sign reading “I support
Palestine Action” equivalent to direct support for
ISIS/Daesh. In the US, students acting in support
of Palestine have been threatened with expulsion.

If protest was pointless, they wouldn’t be trying
so hard to discourage it.

Where you are right now, in your community,
you have a part to play and you have power. It’s both
an opportunity and a responsibility. Your council,
your state government, your federal government all
play a part in what Israel is doing to Palestinians
and in what capitalism is doing to people and to
the planet. The opportunity is in understanding
that we have power and acting on that power. It’s
something we have to do collectively.

Communism doesn’t just mean a set of opinions
that people can hold. It means a particular sort
of action, collective, democratic and disciplined.
Three cheers to the Cumberland CPA Branch for
putting it into practice!

Feminist
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activists

arrested and raided by
Victoria Police

Arthur Martin

On the morning of 27 March, Victorian Police
conducted raids on 8 homes targeting a group
of feminist activists in response to a stunt
pulled earlier that month.

The original stunt involved the group of women
draping an apron over the statue of Zelda D’Aprano
at Victoria Trades Hall; the apron had the words
“DIFFICULT WOMAN” boldly written across it. Zelda
D’Aprano was a feminist activist who fought for pay
parity with men. As a trade unionist, she defied the
conservative unions, the press, the general public and
politicians that were against equal pay and participated
in stunts such as chaining herself to the doors of the
Commonwealth Arbitration Commission building in
1969. She, along with five other women, founded the
Women’s Action Committee in 19770, which directly
led to the Women’s Liberation Movement in Mel-
bourne. The statue, which has sat at the Trades Hall
since 2023, was unharmed.

The stunt was in protest against prime minister
Anthony Albanese’s comments describing Grace
Tame as a “difficult woman” after her words at a
pro-Palestine protest in NSW. The apron represents
the misogynist idea that women belong in the kitchen,
while the slogan is an ironic tribute to the fact that
women who are principled and defiant are labelled
with condescending language. It is implied that some-
one of Albanese’s ilk would have labelled D’Aprano a
“difficult woman” during the struggle for equal pay.
The prime minister, from the ‘left’ faction of the Aus-
tralian Labor Party, demonstrates through his words
that patriarchal ideas and thinly-veiled misogyny are
indeed still mainstream and acceptable in the Aus-
tralian political landscape, and are not merely the
domain of far-right extremists.

The arrests were aided by the secretary of the
Victorian Trades Hall Council, Luke Hilakari. He
provided photos and a 5-page statement to the police,
suggesting that the activists were antisemitic due to
the fact that Zelda D’Aprano was Jewish. There is no
evidence that the stunt was motivated by this. The

false claim that the stunt was against D’Aprano and
an attack on the Jewish community has been adopted
by Zionist outlets, a narrative that deliberately under-
mines the true motivation for the stunt and serves
to add justification for the use of force in the arrests
and potentially to slap additional charges onto the
activists. @

Greg Jericho

Quote of the Week

“Always enjoy centrists believing despite it all we can’t do
anything to hurt our alliance with the USA, as if itis actually in
our interests to be a US marine and sub base, as if that is a cheap
form of our defence, as if that makes us safer.

“It stopped being 1942 a long time ago.”

Workers pay war costs

Continued from page 1

What can be done? Victoria
and Tasmania have introduced
free public transport for a limited
time. It is a policy that should be
permanent and extended Aus-
tralia-wide. Other measures that
reduce reliance on cars and hence
fossil fuels are necessary.

Queensland already has 50-cent
fares — a step in the right direction.

The Australian government
talks a lot about ‘made in Australia’
— the main focus being on develop-
ing military exports and energy- and
water-gouging data centres.

Australia has the resources
and know-how to develop greater
self-sufficiency in fertilisers, phar-
maceuticals, rapid phasing out
of fossil fuels, manufacturing of
consumer goods and construction
products.

The RBA should not be increas-
ing interest rates in a vain attempt
to reduce inflation. It should be
reducing them to ease the burden
on households. Rental controls are
another key policy.

There is a great deal more that
the government could and should
do including:

« A wage rise for all workers

« Increase in social security
payments to lift the
unemployed and other
recipients out of poverty

« Ensure workers receive
substantial wage rises to at
least meet rises in cost of living

« Provide free early childhood
education and care

« Build a merchant navy

+ Close Pine Gap and cancel
AUKUS. &

Support the Guardian by donating to Press Fund
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CPA Cumberiand Branch continues
‘NO RATES FOR GENOCIDEFE’
campaign after assault

Tony Oldfield and Arthur Martin

The Cumberland Branch of
the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia has been campaigning
in the suburbs of the Cumber-
land Council area around “NO
RATES FOR GENOCIDE,” a
campaign to pressure Cum-
berland Council to divest
from and boycott companies
that do business with Apart-
heid Israel.

The branch held a stall on Sat-
urday the 28th of March in Mer-
rylands as part of this campaign,
where a branch comrade was physi-
cally assaulted by a person claiming
to be a former Israeli Defence Force
(IDF) soldier.

The man was clearly agitated
at seeing pro-Palestinian activity
in Merrylands and started to boast
about the destruction of Gaza and
Lebanon. After verbal attacks, he
turned his attention to an A-frame
with a Palestinian flag, kicking
holes in it.

Eventually he came back to
the stall, pushing to the ground a
comrade who was collecting signa-
tures. The assault attracted support
from the local community, with
concerned people coming to the

stall to give support and yelling at
the Zionist thug to leave. A branch
comrade began to film the assault
and after some time the Zionist
thug decided it was safer to leave.

The Merrylands assault has
only given more vigour to our cam-
paign to get Cumberland Council
to endorse the boycott, divest and
sanction (BDS) campaign. Party
comrades returned to Merrylands
on the morning of Saturday 4 April,
this time with two “NO RATES
FOR GENOCIDE” stalls and some
additional supporters.

The NSW State Committee
made a social media post using the
video footage of the assault, which
attracted a huge amount of support
from thousands of pro-Palestinian
activists and supporters online.
This footage was reposted by many
accounts and was republished on
news.com.au as well as going viral
on Twitter, Reddit and Facebook.

In late October 2025, inde-
pendent councillor Ahmed Ouf
put a BDS motion to the Council.
The BDS motion was supported
by Labor councillors but failed,
with no support from Liberal, Our
Local Community (OLC), and other
independent councillors. Some
Labor councillors implied in their

contributions that they were only
supporting the BDS motion because
it did not have the numbers and
they knew it would fail.

The BDS motion an initiative
of Cumberland Branch, would
call on the local council to adopt
BDS principles, to review their
procurement practices and which
companies they have contracts
with, and to affirm and ensure
that they are only in contract with
companies that are not actively
in violation of BDS principles. In
this way, the general public can
be assured that their council rate
money is not going to be supporting
genocide and imperialism. There is
a perception among many in the
general public that the colonialism
of the Israelis and the imperialism
of the Americans is far away and
has nothing to do with Australia
or Australians. The fact that their
local council resources are allocated
to companies that profit by these
actions is evidence enough that
this is not the case. Capitalism is
a global system,; it affects all of us,
and we in turn affect it.

Some of the councillors who
voted against the original BDS
motion were of a Lebanese back-
ground, and are now witnessing

Cumberland comrades collect signatures.

Israeli aggression towards their
village communities in Lebanon,
affecting civilians of many different
backgrounds and religious beliefs.

Of course, the councillors had
failed to mobilise support from
our local community. Cumberland
Council has a large migrant popu-
lation with much sympathy for the
Palestinian struggle. Cumberland
Branch decided that we would go to
the community and win support for
the “NO RATES FOR GENOCIDE”

campaign. As well as stalls and col-
lecting signatures, we are aiming to
meet with other community groups
to develop and alliance with sup-
porting BDS.

The branch has also been let-
terboxing a flyer supporting the
“NO RATES FOR GENOCIDE”
campaign. Palestine will be free,
and we are going to win community
support to pressure Cumberland
Council to divest from companies
supporting Zionist apartheid. &

Public Service pushes pro-israel
antisemitism directive

Maza Haklai

A public servant with high-level secu-
rity clearance has spoken out about
fears of foreign interference following
a directive for APS staff to “familiar-
ise themselves with the International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance
(IHRA) working definition of anti-
semitism adopted by the Australian
government.”

The THRA definition is contentious
because it includes as examples of antisemi-
tism, criticisms of Israel. Seven of the eleven

“contemporary examples of antisemitism”
in the IHRA definition refer to the state of
Israel. Comparing the actions of Israel to
those of the Nazis is deemed antisemitic,
even if Israel is doing things that are com-
parable. The example on “applying double
standards” has been described by Human
Rights Watch as opening the door to labe-
ling as antisemitic anyone who focuses on
Israeli abuses as long as worse abuses are
deemed to be occurring elsewhere.
Speaking anonymously, the public serv-
ant told Deepcut that staff were worried
that the promotion of the IHRA definition

could hinder the public service’s professional
responsibility to provide ‘frank and fearless’
advice. They claimed that APS staff could
fear career repercussions if they report for-
eign interference from the State of Israel.
The fear is not hypothetical. In 2025 an
Australian army officer was found to have
greater loyalty to the state of Israel than to
Australia. The man had withheld information
from ASIO about self-defence and firearms
training he undertook as part of his involve-
ment with an Israel-linked community secu-
rity organisation. He also admitted he would
pass classified Australian intelligence to the

Israel Defence Forces if asked. The man’s
security clearance was revoked.

Investigations like that could be less
likely after widespread adoption of the IHRA
definition. Another one of its controversial
‘examples’ describes “accusing Jewish citizens
of being more loyal to Israel” as antisemitic.

The Jewish Council of Australia has
described the THRA definition as “widely
discredited” and says it has been used to
silence legitimate criticism of Israel and
Zionism. &

‘Genocide Grants’ -

Government awards millions

to F-35 suppliers

Stephanie Tran

The federal government has awarded $78 mil-
lion in grants to Australian companies that
make parts for F-35 fighter jets used by the
IDF in the Gaza genocide.

Contrary to government assertions, an investigation
by Michael West Media has found the federal govern-
ment has awarded more than $78m in taxpayer-funded
grants to Australian companies participating in the
global F-35 fighter jet program, with the majority of
these grants awarded during Israel’s genocide in Gaza.

The same parts are now likely deployed in the US
and Israeli illegal bombing campaign in Iran.

Analysis of government grant records shows that
since 2011, at least $78m has been distributed to
companies to support their involvement in the mul-
tinational Joint Strike Fighter program.

Of that total, $48.5m has been awarded since 7
October 2023.

The funding forms part of a suite of industry sup-
port programs designed to help Australian companies
secure work on the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Program,
a US-led global supply chain for the Lockheed Martin
F-35 Lightning II fighter jet.

The F-35 has been widely deployed by Israel in
its genocide in Gaza, and assaults on Lebanon, Iran
and elsewhere.

Greens Defence and Foreign Affairs Spokesper-
son, David Shoebridge, said the grants demonstrated
misplaced government priorities, saying

“When you see tens of millions of dollars in Aus-
tralian public grants given, not to community groups
or social programs but to global weapons manufac-
turers like Northrop Grumman, you see the priorities
of Labor and the other war parties.”

A UN report has described the F-35 program as
“key” to Israel’s military operations in Gaza.

Michael West Report (edited for space) @

acfs.canberra@gmail.com
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ABC staff win better
pay deal and improved
conditions following
successful action

Peter Farmer

The Media Entertainment & Arts Alliance
(MEAA) has welcomed ABC management’s
acknowledgement that ABC staff need better
pay and secure employment to do their jobs
through its revised offer presented to workers.

MEAA Chief Executive, Erin Madeley, described
the offer — which includes a 10.5% pay increase over
three years (with year one backdated to Oct 2025),
and improved pay-band progression pathways, as a
significant improvement following the recent 24-hour
strike action.

The well-attended strike seemed to take ABC
management by surprise, despite a small number of
prominent scabs. More than 2,000 ABC staff across
Australia took part. Triple J staff walked out, leaving
N.W.A’s Express Yourself kicking off a predetermined
playlist of protest songs playing, harking back to a 1990
protest in which Triple J staff played the song for 24
hours in a protest over another N.W.A song Fuk Tha
Police. The ABC news channel simply rebroadcast

the BBC, while Radio National switched to classical
music for the day.

Madeley welcomed the latest offer, saying “We
welcome the improvements that are now on the table
to support ABC staff in delivering the quality, inde-
pendent news and programming that they rely on.”

MEAA members at the ABC will vote on whether
they will accept the enhanced offer.

“MEAA sees this revised offer as an acknowledge-
ment by ABC management that quality news starts
with quality jobs for the highly skilled and dedicated
workers at the ABC.

“Without them, the ABC cannot deliver local radio,
flagship news programs, or its national radio networks.

“Our members at the ABC have been steadfast
in their campaign for improved pay and conditions
and a sustainable national public broadcaster, and
for that they should be applauded”, Madeley added.

The revised offer comes after protected industrial
action, and a Fair Work Commission hearing, in which
representatives of the ABC, MEAA, and the Community
and Public Sector Union (CPSU) were present. &

Photo: MEAA FaceBook
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Getting around

The Finance Sector Union (FSU) is calling on banks and
financial institutions to immediately suspend mandatory office
attendance requirements, as rising fuel costs and global insta-
bility place growing pressure on workers. The union has written
to employers urging them to allow staff to determine their own
flexible working arrangements, in response to escalating cost-
of-living pressures linked to the ongoing conflict in the Middle
East.

The union says the call reflects both economic reality and prac-
tical solutions already proven by the sector. The call follows
international and Australian recommendations to reduce fuel
demand, highlighting remote work as a key measure govern-
ments and businesses can adopt immediately.

FSU National Secretary Julia Angrisano said workers are being
hit from every angle, fuel, rent, mortgages and inflation — and
employers have a clear opportunity to provide immediate relief.

“Cutting back unnecessary commuting is one of the simplest
and most effective ways to reduce costs for workers right now.
We know flexible work works. The sector delivered through the
pandemic and continues to do so.

“This is not a theoretical solution — it's a practical step employ-
ers can take to ease pressure on their workforce. This is about
giving workers some control back at a time when so much feels
uncertain.”

Meanwhile, older Australians are being placed in immediate
danger as rising fuel prices are making in-home aged care ser-
vices impossible for home care workers to perform, the United
Workers’ Union (UWU) warns.

In-home aged care workers travel every day between older
Australians’ homes to deliver essential services including
personal care, meals, medication assistance, and social
connection.

But their minimal award conditions and employer-paid fuel-and-
car expenses have never met their full fuel costs.

The union warns that without urgent government action severe
impacts will be felt across all areas, including regional areas
where workers can travel 1,000 kilometres and more a week.

At current prices that travel represents a weekly fuel bill of at
least $275 — or more than a quarter of the $1068 weekly pay of
a level 3 full-time home care worker.

Home care workers in the snap poll said they will be “limiting

their radius”, “services will be missed” and “staff will leave the
sector” if nothing is done.

The UWU is calling on the Albanese Labor government to act
immediately to ensure in-home aged care workers who use
their own car for travel are reimbursed, with fuel vouchers that
reflect rising fuel costs.

“This action cannot be delayed,” UWU Aged Care Director
Catalina Gonzalez said. “This isn’t just a workforce issue, it's a
quality of care and dignity issue. If workers can’t afford the fuel
to do their work, older Australians miss medications, go without
meals, miss essential wound care, and are left without person-
al care or the daily check-ins that support their wellbeing.

“Every missed visit increases the risk of falls, missed personal
care, and dangerous isolation for older Australians relying on
home care.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The genocidal Israeli government.
When the new law mandating death by hanging for Pales-
tinians convicted of killing Israelis in the occupied territories
passed, the chamber erupted into cheers. The minister respon-
sible for Israel’'s national security ltamar Ben-Guvir, sporting a
gold noose-shaped lapel pin he had worn throughout the cam-
paign for the legislation, handed out champagne as members
of the coalition celebrated.

The Knesset thus codified what has been true in practice for
decades: Palestinian life is worth less. Palestinian death is
acceptable. Palestinian death is cause for celebration.
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Victorian teachers’ strike action -
Huge turn out, far from over!

A secondary teacher and
AEU rank and file member writes

On 24 March Melbourne teachers took
to the streets to protest their enterprise
agreement for the first time since 2013.
Over 40,000 teachers, school staff and
supporters took to the streets in a sea of
red, to demand a 35% wage rise, meaning-
ful action on workloads, and a fair funding
deal for state schools.

After eight months of negotiations, the govern-
ment had not come back with a single offer. It was
only after we declared that we would take strike
action, that they suddenly made an offer of 17 %.

They tried a bribe. At around 2:10pm on the
day before the strike, we were all sent an email
directly from the Education Department Secretary
Tony Bates, asking us to accept an offer of 18.5%
over four years.

That 18.5% might sound like a lot, but it has
to be taken in context. It was only going to be
for teachers, not education support staff (who
are already lower paid). The offer came with
strings attached — teachers would have to trade
off hard-won conditions such as time in lieu for
camps and meeting time.

This derisory offer also comes after years of
teacher pay going backwards in real terms.

GRASSROOTS ANGER

Our union, the Australian Education Union
(AEU) Victoria, accepted an agreement in 2022
which offered principals (some on salaries over
200K) a 16.5% compounded salary increase
over four years, featuring a 7.55% structural
adjustment backdated to December 2021, plus
1% increases every six months, while teachers
and education support staff were offered only
the basic 1% increase every six months. Many
teachers argued that this wouldn’t even meet
inflation. Despite this, our union rushed to push
through a yes vote. Inflation meant that school
staff had a effective 11% cut in real wages from
2022 to the end of 2025.

There were mass resignations from the union
by teaching staff in the secondary sector in protest
against this massive sell-out. This time around,
workers at the coal face of teaching are not pre-
pared to accept anything less than 35% with no
loss of conditions.

UNPAID WORK

Our anger is also not just about wages. Accord-
ing to the AEU’s Victorian Branch full-time teach-
ers work an average of 12 to 12.5 hours of unpaid
overtime per week in Victoria. This extra work is
largely for planning, preparation, and assessment,
driven by high workloads.

I can vouch for this. As a new teacher in 2015
I was putting in at least 2-3 hours every night and
then a full day on the weekend. This has barely
changed after 10 years of teaching. We are paid
for 38 hours for a job that requires at least 50.

At one stage I had to take two terms off work
(unpaid) to look after my son who was in hospital.
Unable to find a replacement, I was working to
provide lessons and organise student work from
the floor of the hospital without any pay.

Education funding for public schools in Aus-
tralia is a shared responsibility, with the federal
government saying it will pay 25% of the Schooling
Resource Standard (SRS) by 2034, with states and
territories maintaining a 75% share.

Last year, Victorian Premier Jacinta Allan
promised that her government would deliver its
full share of the SRS funding. Behind the scenes,
they had already decided to delay that funding
until 2031 leaving state schools $2.4 billion short.
Fully funding our state schools is essential to lift
wages, improve working conditions and address
chronic workforces shortages.

Victorian state schools educate the vast major-
ity of disadvantaged students (over 90% of the
most disadvantaged schools) with significantly less
funding and resources per student than private
schools. Students in the richest private schools
get twice the investment per student of students
in the most disadvantaged public schools, a gap
of $2,989 per student and $239 million per year.

The top 10 highest spending private schools in
Victoria spent $434,461,720 total capital in 2023
— more than 4,262 public schools nationally. That
means that ten schools alone spend more than
63.4% of all public schools nationally.

Our stop work action has been met with wide-
spread community support. It sent a message that
was loud and clear to the Labor government and to
the AEU leadership that we are prepared to be in
this for the long haul, and we will not back down.

Support across the state school sector is also
extremely high. The sense of strength and unity
around workplaces has been palpable. In March
2026, an overwhelming 98% of Australian Edu-
cation Union (AEU) Victorian branch members
who participated in the ballot voted in favour
of taking stop work action and many secondary
schools shut down for the day as non-members
(who had left the union after the last disastrous
agreement) scrambled to rejoin the union in order
to be part of the strike.

This momentum will be maintained as long as
our leadership does the right thing by members.

So far however, our union leadership have not
apologised for the last agreement or recognised
that it was a disaster for secondary teachers. They
have written to say that negotiations are continuing
over the holiday break and that in the event that
sufficient progress is not made over the school
holidays regarding the government making a fair
and decent offer on pay and conditions, they are
putting in place plans to escalate industrial action
should it be necessary. It is worrying that they
seem to already be scaling down the campaign
rather than escalating it.

A motion by the AEU Victorian state council
states that further industrial action next term
will be limited to a few bans and a patchwork of
half-day stop works in specific regions. No full-
day strikes or statewide strikes are planned. This
will reduce the industrial and political impact
that was so clear and inspiring from our full-day,
statewide strike.

Teachers need our elected representatives
to hold fast and make sure that our demands
are met. &

Photo: AEU Victorian Branch FaceBook

Marcus Browning

A go00-kilometre horse trek
along the proposed route of
Santos’ Hunter Gas Pipeline
has galvanised communities
in the Liverpool Plains and
Hunter Valley to deliver a
united message to Santos and
the NSW government: this
pipeline is not welcome.
Narrabri farmer Sally Hunter
completed the epic two-week jour-
ney on horseback through some of
Australia’s most productive farming
country on Saturday 28 March,
riding the length of the proposed

Pipeline ‘not welcome’

pipeline corridor from the Liverpool
Plains to the Hunter Valley.

At every stop, she was met by
landholders, families and commu-
nity groups who have spent years
fighting to protect their land and
water from Santos’ coal seam gas
expansion.

“Two weeks on horseback gives
you a lot of time to think, and what
I kept coming back to was the sheer
scale of what Santos is proposing to
destroy,” said Sally Hunter. “This
pipeline and gas field would carve
through the Liverpool Plains food
bowl, disrupt private land and put
the Great Artesian Basin at risk, all

to move gas that Australians don’t
need, for profits that won’t stay in
these communities.”

The ride encompassed the
signing of the landmark Breeza
Declaration opposing the Hunter
Gas Pipeline, endorsed by the
Country Women’s Association,
NSW Farmers, Unions NSW, and
Gomeroi Traditional Owners at
Breeza — a coalition that reflects the
extraordinary breadth of opposition
to Santos’ gas expansion plans.

The proposed Hunter Gas
Pipeline would run from near
Baan Baa to Newcastle, cutting
through some of Australia’s most

important agricultural land on the
Liverpool Plains, where 46 per cent
of the potential development area
is classified as Biophysical Strate-
gic Agricultural Land, among the
highest-quality food-producing soil
in the country.

Local farmers, who have
resisted coal seam gas in the region
for more than 15 years, say Santos’
recent re-activation of exploration
licences and threats of compulsory
land acquisition for the proposed
pipeline signals a new and urgent
threat.

Gomeroi Traditional Owners
are currently appealing a Native

Title Tribunal decision about Nar-
rabri Gas Project in the Federal
Court of Australia

“What this ride showed is that
the opposition to this pipeline has
not weakened: it has grown,” Sally
Hunter said.

“Farmers and Traditional
Owners, unions and community
groups are standing shoulder to
shoulder on this. Santos should
take note — this pipeline will be met
with overwhelming opposition.” &
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Australia’s friendship with Cuba -
music, dance, permaculture
and science

Graham Holton

As the Trump administration’s mur-
derous blockade continues, the
Communist Party of Australia main-
tains fraternal connections with the
Communist Party of Cuba and the
Cuban government. The CPA also sup-
ports the Australia-Cuba Friendship
Society (ACFS) which organises an
annual Southern Cross Brigade, with
President Vinnie Molina visiting Cuba
as part of the 40th Southern Cross Sol-
idarity Brigade last year (Guardian
— The Workers Weekly 10 February
2025). Brigadistas saw first hand how
the revolution has applied universal
access to education and health.

The ACFS organises cultural tours, music
and arts exchanges, exhibitions and perfor-
mances in Australia. Solidarity brigades travel
to Cuba to work on farms, assist commu-
nity projects, engage in political education,
and raised disaster relief after hurricanes
and economic crises. They also raise funds
for medical supplies and conduct public
education about Cuba. Community-based
Latin American cultural groups host Cuban
bands, run workshops, and organise festivals.
Broader Latin America solidarity networks
support Cuba through political advocacy
such as anti-sanctions campaigns, events,
forums, and delegations.

There is a strong, vibrant Australia—Cuba
connection and exchange in the arts, music,
agriculture, permaculture, and science. Most
famous are Jazz, Afro-Cuban music, salsa
and dance which are sustained through festi-
vals, touring artists and grassroots solidarity
networks in Australia. Cuban jazz artists,
such as Chucho Valdés, have influenced the
Australian jazz musicians who travelled to
Cuba to perform at the Havana International
Jazz Festival. Afro-Cuban rhythms are now
common in jazz education and performance,
conservatories and independent jazz schools
in Australia.

Sydney and Melbourne have Latin
music communities with salsa bands, and
Afro-Cuban percussion ensembles, who
learn directly from Cuban teachers and
visiting artists creating a strong cultural

Cuba night, Fremantle, 2011.

bridge. The 1996 Buena Vista Social Club
film and album sparked great interest in
Australia, with Cuban musicians period-
ically touring Australia through festivals
and cultural programs. Many Australian
dancers travel to Cuba for intensive train-
ing and immersion in live music and street
dance culture. Australian musicians bring
back Cuban techniques into Australia, with
bands playing son, salsa, timba and rumba.
This has increased interest in Cuban dance
styles, such as salsa, rumba and Afro-Cuban
folkloric dance styles.

Independent Australian artists and
collectives screen Cuban film at festivals
and cultural events featuring films from the
Cuban Institute of Cinematographic Art and
Industry (ICAIC). In Australian visual arts,

photographers document Cuban life and
culture, and exhibit work inspired by Cuban
colour, street life, and revolutionary imagery.
The permaculture concepts of David
Holmgren and Bill Mollison inspired Cuba
with ideas of low-input agriculture aligned
with Cuba’s urban farming systems. Austral-
ian permaculture practitioners have visited
Cuba and participated in knowledge-sharing
workshops and documented Cuban sustain-
ability practices for Australian audiences.
Australian scientific expertise has helped
Cuba shift from traditional, intensive,
industrial-scale sugar production toward
regenerative, sustainable agriculture.
Australian students have studied
medicine at the Latin American School of
Medicine, and returned to work in poor

communities. Australian Cuba medical
solidarity networks linked to ACFS and
activist groups, send medical supplies and
support Cuban international medical mis-
sions politically.

Australian trade unions have given great
support to Cuba. The Maritime Union of
Australia (MUA) is one of Cuba’s strongest
union supporters in Australia, giving sup-
port to solidarity campaigns and aid efforts.

There has also been strong support from
Australian academia. In 2024 the Cuban
Ambassador to Australia signed on behalf
of the University of Havana, an agreement
of academic and scientific cooperation with
Griffith University, Brisbane, Queensland.

Australia has a lot to learn from Cuba,
and a lot to gain by supporting it now. @&

The NSW Nurses and Mid-
wives’ Association (NSWNMA)
has welcomed the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to
build a specialised unit in
Westmead Hospital’s Emer-
gency Department (ED) in a
bid to combat escalating vio-
lence and aggression, while
providing expert care to
patients.

The Acute Behavioural Dis-
turbance Unit (ABDU) will be a
purpose-built, six-bed secure area
designed to keep staff safe while
delivering rapid, effective care
to patients experiencing severe
behavioural crises.

NSWNMA General Secretary,
Michael Whaites, said this dedi-
cated unit was desperately needed
amid escalating cases of aggression.

“Westmead ED has seen a 31%
increase in patients presenting with
mental health and behavioural
related issues in the last five years,”
said Whaites.

“We know physical assault and
verbal abuse is on the rise across
the state. Our recently released

Action on hospital safety

‘Occupational Violence: has no
place in my workplace’ report high-
lighted 88% of nurses, midwives
and carers surveyed had experi-
enced violence last year, with public
sector members most commonly
exposed to it. This is unacceptable.

“Hard work and meticulous
planning between the NSWNMA
and Western Sydney Local Health
District has gone into establishing
this specialised unit to address
the violence being experienced
in the ED. This project was made
possible with support provided by
the Minister for Mental Health,
Rose Jackson, and our members’
advocacy for the safety of staff and
patients.”

“The unit will strengthen hos-
pital safety, improve patient out-
comes, and is a strong investment
into the future of our public health
system, and while the union says
this service within Westmead ED
will help locally, there are many
others with the same urgent need
to build fit-for-purpose units that
help keep staff, patients, and our
community safe.”

NSWNMA Cumberland Hos-
pital Branch Secretary, Fran Cav-
allaro, said members had been
working with the state government
for the past 18 months to make this
unit a reality.

“Extensive planning, collabo-
ration, and consultation have gone
into creating this unit, ensuring it
provides a safer, controlled setting
that protects patients, staff, and
visitors while delivering timely,
dignified care,” said Cavallaro.

“This unit comes after a serious
incident at Westmead emergency
department where a security officer
was stabbed and nurses were
injured, highlighting the urgent
need for specialised, fit-for-purpose
environments in our NSW hospitals,
including Western Sydney.

“This project demonstrates the
power of working together — when
frontline workers, the NSWNMA,
NSW Health, the Local Health
District, Health and Safety Rep-
resentatives, and the government
collaborate we can achieve more,
delivering safer hospitals and better
care for our community.”

Concerns over funding and
safety were also the motivating
issues of a NSWNMA rally outside
Calvary Mater Newcastle Hospital
which recieved “fantastic support”
with more than 100 nurses and
other staff attending in their own
time, said branch secretary Camilla
Smith.

She welcomed the attendance
of local Labor MP Sonia Hornery
and Greens MP (and former GP)
Dr Amanda Cohn.

“We’re here today rallying
because we're sick of our hospital
leaking. We want to have our hos-
pital fixed. We want our staff to feel
safe and our patients to feel safe,”
Smith said.

“We also want clear commu-
nication and consultation with
our members and all of our staff
and workers, to know that these
problems are going to be fixed and
the timeframe that they’re going to
be fixed in.”

She said the branch would
continue to advocate for patients
and staff “to ensure this situation
never happens again and PPPs

(public private partnerships) in
public health are removed.”

Speaking later to The Newcas-
tle Weekly, Smith said the issues
were the result of systemic failures
rather than isolated incidents. They
followed years of maintenance
problems being passed between
parties involved in the hospital’s
public private partnership — pri-
vatisation — arrangement.

“This has been going on for a
very long time and in the past 12
months it has become particularly
problematic,” she said. “Patients
and staff are now being severely
impacted by those failures.”

Smith said it took a formal Sec-
tion 81 workplace safety process
to bring all parties to the table,
describing communication as slow
and difficult.

“We should not have to go
through SafeWork just to get basic
answers,” she added. “Nurses
should be able to come to work,
do their job and go home safely.”
NSWNMA &
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South Australia

Maximus M

The South Australian Election
held on 21 March resulted in
an expected landslide re-elec-
tion victory for popular Labor
Premier, Peter Malinauskas.
A Labor landslide was widely
predicted but for many com-
mentators the question was
how well Pauline Hanson’s
One Nation (PHON) Party
would do?

News media of all sorts across
Australia have been talking about
the of rise of One Nation, and bring-
ing that rise on with free publicity.
The results of the South Australian
Election shows that One Nation
is certainly an emerging political
force within Australia. One Nation
is most certainly emboldened by
gaining three seats in the lower
house and four seats in the upper
House.

Within the South Australian
context, one possible cause is
definitely the spectacular failure
of the Liberal Party. The Liberals
in South Australia have done the
unthinkable performing worse than
the Liberals did federally in 2025.
The multiple shifts in leadership
within the Liberal Party at state
and federal levels didn’t help.

PHON has been able to secure
regional seats. This can be partly
seen as failure for Liberals to con-
nect with regional areas, but also
can be seen as a lack of any National
Party presence within the state.
This has left the door wide open
for One Nation.

It is not just the regional areas
that were targeted. Traditional
Labor Seats have also been threat-
ened by the rise of One Nation. The
Seat of Elizabeth has been domi-
nated by the ALP for most of its
history. It’s still a Labor seat, but
there was a 15% decline in support

votes
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for Labor this election. In the seat
of Light there has been a 20% fall
in support.

The major question is, will
One Nation keep the momentum
going? It’s hard to make predic-
tions. Before the South Australian
election, many analysts were saying
that One Nation is too politically
alienated and toxic to gain momen-
tum. PHON has been described as
a policy-free party for disaffected
people.

The party is not too toxic for
many former Liberal voters who
put One Nation over Labor. The

Liberals putting PHON second on
how-to-vote cards didn’t hurt One
Nation’s outcomes. Nor did the
financial backing of the Austral-
ia’s richest person, Gina Rinehart.
If One Nation can continue this
momentum, it well could become
a third political force, rivalling the
Greens politically in scale.

However, it is not set in stone
that One Nation will continue this
momentum. The real test will be
the Farrer by-election this May,
and the Victorian State elections
this November. @&
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Denis Doherty
The War in the Middle East

The extent and brutality of the war just continue to mount
with very little protest from the Australian government against
either the US or Israel. Both PM Albanese and President
Trump have delivered national addresses to their nations,
and both leaders have been severely criticised by their lack of
any vision for the conflict. President Trump gets the award for
the most vicious with his “bomb them back to the stone age”
comment. At time of writing, there have been 1,500 deaths
in Lebanon with over 1.5 million refugees, and 3,500 deaths
in Iran with many injured. Casualties in Israel are covered up
as are the numbers of US service men and women killed or
injured.

South Korean missiles raided

South Korean patriot batteries were raided by the US to bulk
up its lack of interceptor missiles to protect Israel. However,
what we did not know is that the taking of these missiles was
done against the wishes of the Korean Parliament and gov-
ernment. The US controls the South Korean military, and it
ordered them to transport them to Jordan. This has punched
a hole in the constitution of the Republic of Korea. As soon as
the missiles arrived in Jordan, they were hit by Iranian drones
and blown up. The US is totally without care for its allies.

War is a contest

War is a contest of logistics and industrial power, War is
a contest of military power and technology, war is a contest
of will and resolve, war is a contest of learning curves. In all
these contests the US and Israel are losing. Iran is winning
on logistics because it has prepared underground factories
and armouries. Iran in its asymmetrical war strategy is winning
with appropriate weaponry and tactics. Iran is certainly win-
ning in resolve and will, in fact the attack and assassination
of the supreme leader has galvanised the people behind the
government of the Islamic Republic of Iran. There are demon-
strations every night in support of the Irian government and
social cohesion is clear to observe. Contrast that with the US
‘No Kings'’ rallies, and the anti-war rallies in Israel.

No kings, no peace activists

US activists have reported that antiwar speakers were banned
from talking at the recent anti-Trump ‘No Kings' rallies. The US
Democrats are just critical of Trump’s handling of the war but
do not have a consistent anti-war stance.

Strait of Hormuz

Australian media continues to assert that the Straits are
closed. The reality is that the straits have a toll booth and ships
belonging to countries that are supportive of Iran are allowed
through and all ships who pay a toll and pay for their oil with
Chinese Yuan or Iranian Rials are allowed through. Australia,
being an unquestioned supporter of the US is being penalised.

Already the impact of the war is starting to affect fuel prices
and food supply globally as well as in Australia. All of this eco-
nomic woe can be blamed on this war of choice by Trump and
Netanyahu.

Australia needs to
develop a peace movement

Australia has been slow off the mark to present a strong anti-
war movement to oppose this war. We need to gather around
the slogan ‘No War on Iran, Palestine, or Lebanon.’

Iran must be supported in the actions it is taking now for the
good of the Gulf area and the region and for the good of
Australia. We must get the Australian government to withdraw
its forces from UAE. We must gather all those opposed to the
war on Iran together. That includes Australians who were for-
merly lranians, Anglo Australians, Lebanese Australians, and
all people of good will.
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Cyprus, Greenland,
and the US

I write this in response to US Presi-
dent Trump’s continuing threats to
take over Greenland and his comments
about why and how the US should con-
trol it. Recently the example of Cyprus
was mentioned as the type of situation
the US government would like to see
existing in Greenland. The Europeans
should stop trying to appease Trump.
Like other bullying rulers before him it
will only encourage Trump to demand
more. It seems the European powers
have given in and made a tentative deal
enabling the US to have more bases
and control areas of Greenland. At
a stage when colonialism should be
discredited and closing down, this is
more big power imperialism.

These efforts won’t result in a just solu-
tion, but lead to more problems. Look at
the example of the conflict in Cyprus. After
peace talks Cyprus gained independence
from Britain in 1960. Due to the island’s
strategic importance, Britain imposed

conditions that allowed it to keep two large
military airbases, radar stations and forty
other facilities. The USA also has access to
these bases and US officials often describe
Cyprus as an “unsinkable aircraft carrier.”
These bases have been useful to the US and
Israel in pursuing the horrific destruction
of Gaza and many thousands of its people.

Unfortunately, the US and Britain were
not at all happy about Cyprus being inde-
pendent, neutral, and unaligned. They med-
dled and promoted division and instability.
They encouraged NATO allies, the Greek
and Turkish military regimes to intervene
and take part or the entire island. The Greek
regime carried out a coup, which the Cypriot
people defeated. Afterwards, Turkey used
the coup chaos as a pretext to invade the
north of the island.

Turkey still today occupies the northern
third of the island. Cyprus ended up in a
divided and weak state, making it a mere
pawn for these major powers. The presence
of bases in Cyprus did not lead to peace,
security or safety, but more imperial intrigue,
discord, and domination. Sadly, I fear this
will be the fate of Greenland if Trump gets
his way. Too many small nations and peo-
ples have suffered from great power rivalries
and greed, creating more ongoing conflicts
resulting in shattered countries and societies
and millions more refugees.

The US regime wants Greenland’s natural
resources, a strategic location and the ‘glory’
of adding to the USA’s territory. The plans
of the powerful, mega-rich don’t take into
account morals or compassion, or the damage
to people’s lives and livelihoods. This sordid
history has always led to massive death and
destruction lasting decades. Look at all the
unresolved conflicts around the world today

and the many millions of peoples subsisting
in refugee camps in places like Palestine,
Cyprus, Lebanon, Congo, Kurdistan, West
Papua, Sudan, Western Sahara, Myanmar,
Ukraine, Kashmir, Kanaky, and others.
Almost all Cypriots would like the British
bases gone and after over 50 years of Turkish
occupation see a real resolution and their
small island united, independent and free.
When basic human needs override the pursuit
of more profits and more power we will have
the peace, justice and freedom the people and
planet urgently requires. For the sake of all
life on this planet we must bring this system
of inequality, poverty, pain and suffering for
the majority and wealth and plenty for a very
small minority to an urgent end.
Steven Katsineris

Wrong, historically
and tactically

Recently a new face has emerged to
take on the defence of Australia’s
military, taking over from Major
General Mike Ryan. Her name is Jen-
nifer Parker, she’s an academic from
the Australian National Universi-
ty’s security college. Parker is much
favoured by the Nine Entertainment
papers, writing many opinion pieces
to support various pro more military
spending propositions for more mili-
tary spending.

In a 31 March column titled ‘Strait of
Hormuz stand-off shows why AUKUS mat-
ters,” Parker is wrong both historically and
tactically. The Strait of Hormuz has been
compared to the Gallipoli and Dardanelles
campaign of WW1 which ended in a drastic

Guardian

defeat and serious loss of life to Australian
and other forces. Prior to that landing Aus-
tralia had sent a submarine up the Dardanelle
to force open the waterway only to have it
sunk by Turkish forces. The British lost sev-
eral ships as well. The lesson is that where a
country holds the high ground overlooking
a waterway, relatively cheap firepower can
sink your ships or submarines.

The US has two carrier strike groups off
the Iran coast, and they can’t force a passage
through Hormuz. Using relatively inexpen-
sive munitions, the Iranians have forced the
strike group to remain 1,500 kms away from
Iran out of the range of Iranian drones and
missiles. The biggest US aircraft carrier the
Gerald R Ford, worth $13 billion, has limped
into Crete after a fire that melted steel and
took 30 hours to put out. Many speculate
that it was hit with a missile, but the official
version is a ‘laundry fire.’

An AUKUS submarine valued to approx-
imately $32 billion could be damaged suffi-
ciently by a drone or missile valued at a lot
less, and forced to struggle thousands of
kilometres home for repair.

A better idea is for Australia to be energy
sufficient with renewables and having a more
sensible foreign policy rather than relying
solely on the US. We are now in a multipolar
world. We should have the policy we have
for China now — ‘cooperate where we can
disagree with where we must’ but extend this
to the US, India, Iran, and Russia.

Knowledgeable US and UK naval officers
have condemned AUKUS and now Austral-
ian former RAN officers are casting doubt
on the project. We should heed them rather
than Parker.

Denis Doherty

The sweet girls of Minab

Where were your dreams?
Where were your hopes?

Sweet little girls of Minab,

Were you to be the new blooms of the tulips or the daffodils?

Sweet little girls of Minab

Were you fasting, hungry, thirsty?

Sweet little girls at Minab

When the Tomahawk blew you to smithereens

and burnt you to ashes without leaving a trace of you

My angels, my beautiful
Sweet little girls at Minab

Tell me, who has the heart,

Who has so much hatred in their hearts

to burn to ashes,
Sweet little girls at Minab
With hopes and dreams,

as tulips and daffodils

swaying under the blue dome of the sky,

innocently hoping and waiting for a new spring to arrive

Tell me, who has so much hatred?

Who has so much hatred in their hearts?

‘Avide’

(commemorating the US strike on an elementary girls school in Minab, Iran, resulting in
the deaths of 180 people, mostly young girls aged 8-12)
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Solutions to Crossword
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4 What the Cyprus president called the UK’s bases COLONIAL

7 How Iran has described Trump’s latest bluster re a deal FAKE NEWS
8 How Victorian teachers feel UNDERVALUED

9 Intelligence facility that makes Australia part of the war PINE GAP

10 What Cuba is getting from around the world SOLIDARITY

11 How Victorian teachers feel OVERWORKED

12 Trump says he’s having them, Iran says not TALKS

13 Sent soldiers to protect another nation from a NATO ‘ally’ DENMARK

1 Might have to do this with fuel thanks to Trump RATIONING
Australia has a fraction of what it needs OIL RESERVES
What boots on the ground could be for the US QUAGMIRE

Where Albanese went for much-deserved heckling LAKEMBA

2

3

4 Still getting worse while we focus on war CLIMATE

5

6 Something the UK Tory leader likes for some faiths but not all PUBLIC

10 Teachers are doing it, the ABC is doing it STRIKING
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The US Ozymandias -
Gaza, Trump and
the New Global Disorder

Jeremy Salt

A traveller from an antique
land sees half-buried in the
desert sand the massive stone
legs of a statue and the shat-
tered remains of a face, still
stamped with a frown and a
wrinkled lip.

This is Ozymandias, king of
kings, in Shelley’s poem. “My
name is Ozymandias, king of kings.
Look on my works ye mighty and
despair,” but the stone remnants
with the sneer and the wrinkled
lips are all that is left of his mighty
works.

This is all that will be left of
Trump. Someone a thousand years
from now will stumble across
the remains of the golden statue
buried in the sand of Gaza, if it is
ever built. Nothing will remain of
the mighty works of the American

Ozymandias but the frozen sneer
and the wrinkled lips.

Photo: Gage Skidmore — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

From Minnesota to Palestine
and Latin America, Trump is
destroying a world based on law
and respect for sovereignty and
human rights. In his own mind, he
is the king of kings. There is no law
beyond his own morality, no crime
that can’t be committed against
those who are not strong enough
to defend the territory they say is
theirs. If they can’t defend it, it is
not theirs.

The wanted war criminal Net-
anyahu has just agreed to join Tony
Blair on Trump’s grotesque ‘Board
of Peace’ even as he continues to
kill children in Gaza and on the
West Bank.

This is one measure of Trump’s
morality. In Minnesota, his ICE
brownshirts are now murdering
American citizens and kidnapping
children. In the Persian/Arab gulf
the US is massing warships and
planes following the failure of two

attempts to destroy the Iranian
government.

The military attack last June
failed. Trump’s claim that the
nuclear facilities were destroyed
was a lie. Israel’s claim that it won
the 12-day war was also a lie. A few
more days, and it would have been
brought to its knees by Iran’s hyper-
sonic missiles. Netanyahu had to
go running to Trump to arrange a
ceasefire. Iran may yet regret that
it did not continue its attack for
those few more days.

The ‘regime change’ operation
of the past fortnight also failed. The
template was an old and familiar
one in West Asia and Latin Amer-
ica. Ruin the economy. Ambush the
currency (driven down 30 to 40 per
cent in Iran’s case). Infiltrate street
protests with provocateurs and
sow chaos until the US intervenes
with military force to destroy the
government and save the people.

The rioters were armed with
guns and knives and organised
by the CIA and Mossad, which
even boasted of its presence in
Iran. Some of these paid agents of
disruption were shifted across the
border from Iraq.

They were carefully pro-
grammed. They killed hundreds
of police and civilians, beheading
some or burning them to death.
They set fire to markets, banks, and
businesses, and destroyed hundreds
of fire engines and ambulances to
prevent fires from being put out
and the injured from being taken
to the hospital. The security forces
struck back hard, and no doubt the
innocent were killed along with
the guilty.

The final decapitation was
called off when the government
disabled the internet. Tens of thou-
sands of Musk’s Starlink terminals
had been smuggled into Iran. They

allowed intelligence agencies to
organise riots in any part of the
country.

These terminals were supposed
to be invulnerable to state interven-
tion, but the government worked
out how to block them. The foreign
intelligence agencies were blinded,
and the rioting stopped almost
immediately. This is the reality and
the western media’s projection of
this latest regime change opera-
tion as a vicious attack on peaceful
protestors, another bare-faced lie.

The collapse of the ‘regime
change’ operation was then followed
by mass demonstrations in support
of the government, infinitely larger
than the ‘anti-regime’ protests.

Iranians are under no illusions
about who their enemy is and who
their friend is. Their country has
been under sanctions since 1979.
The aim of the US since that time
has been to immiserate the people.

This was also the aim in Syria ahead
of ‘regime change’ there.

Iran has also been threatened
with military attack, has had senior
scientists assassinated, and its
nuclear research facilities sabo-
taged, and suffered the killing of
more than 1,000 civilians by the
US/Israel in the June war.

Iranians know that this cam-
paign has nothing to do with
democracy and human rights.
They know that the Islamic gov-
ernment could fall tomorrow, and
if its replacement maintained its
support for the Palestinian resist-
ance, it would be attacked just as
viciously as now. The decades-long
campaign against Iran is all about
protecting Israel, and the Iranian
people know it.

Palestine Chronicle &

Enemies of the State:
resisting US Imperialism in Honduras

Eimhin O’Reilly

When US forces stormed Caracas ear-
lier this year to kidnap Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro, pundits
were quick to point out the brazen
hypocrisy. Maduro now sits in a New
York jail, awaiting trial on unsubstan-
tiated charges of cocaine trafficking,
while a bona fide narco-dictator,
former Honduran president Juan
Orlando Hernandez walks free, hav-
ing received a full pardon from the
Trump administration.

But Hernandez was more than just a
sideshow to the Venezuela raid, and his
return to Honduras, and the return to power
of his conservative National Party, provide
yet another example of the US tightening its
clutches over the Americas.

Months before his 2022 arrest, Hernan-
dez stood before cheering crowds in the
National Football Stadium. Speaking on the
bicentenary of Honduran independence, he
raged against the modern enemies of the
Honduran State. Chief among them were
those who “promote the transformation
of the family through same-sex marriage.”

The move was an obvious play to his
evangelical base, but also a clear threat to all
progressive forces in a country that has seen
a staggering 572 documented murders and
forced disappearances of queer people since
the 2009 US-backed Coup d’Etat brought
the National Party to power.

“Where do we turn when we are enemies
of the state?” asks Donny Reyes, a commu-
nity organiser and director of the Arcoiris
safe-house in the Honduran capital, Tegu-
cigalpa. “We are facing bullets, machetes.
When we leave our safe space we have to
keep watching our backs.”

“There are so many crimes that have gone
unpunished,” adds J-Lo Cérdova, director of
the trans group at Arcoiris. “Vicky Hernan-
dez, Bessy Ferrera ... How can you say their
murders weren’t hate crimes when I find my
comrades dead, impaled on a meat hook, or
when they throw gasoline on them and burn
their faces?”

The extreme state-sponsored violence
against queer people in Honduras has deep
roots in the country’s conservative elite,
evangelical lobby, and US interests. During
the Guerrilla Wars of the 1980s, Honduras
was touted as the Reagan administration’s

“unsinkable aircraft carrier in Central Amer-
ica.” Many of the top military and police
officials implicated in the violence today
received their training from the United States
conducting anti-communist campaigns
throughout the region, and in Batall6n 3-16
Honduras’s brutal counterinsurgency force.

When Central America’s military dic-
tatorships faced a spiritual threat from
liberation theology, they responded with
a campaign of arrests and assassinations
through the CIA’s Banzer Plan, while US
evangelical projects, like Pat Robertson’s
Christian Broadcasting Network, rushed to
fill the void. As Vijay Prashad notes, these
“Protestant sects, particularly those with
US roots, preached the Gospel of individual
enterprise not social justice.”

This evangelical lobby remains powerful.
According to J-Lo, “the Church has always
stood in our way.... The preachers take
advantage of people, they exploit people.”
Now, this sector has been emboldened by
the ouster of the leftist LIBRE party in last
November’s elections, amid allegations of
widespread fraud.

While initially trailing in the polls,
National Party candidate, Nasry “Tito” Asfura,

received an unexpected last-minute boost
from Donald Trump. Directly intervening
in the election, Trump took to Truth Social
to declare Asfura “the only real friend of
freedom in Honduras,” while threatening to
cut off aid and investment should the LIBRE
“narcocommunists” keep the presidency.

How do Honduran activists plan to resist
under yet another repressive, US-backed
administration? Arcoiris offers a vision
of radical solidarity. Operating on scarce
resources, the group provides a safe haven
and vital support, like food packages, even in
the most hostile environments. “We look for
the most vulnerable,” J-Lo says, “the unem-
ployed, trans women, sex workers, people
living with HIV. We had no budget, but we
did this to help our community.”

This sense of community solidarity is
what keeps Arcoiris alive. Donny reminds
us that “We make our own family. J-Lo and
I are brother and sister, because we decided
to be.” They both make it clear: “We are
against any kind of exploitation, anything
that harms human dignity. That’s what an
enemy of the state does. They sell out their
country.”

Socialist Voice &
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Nuclear deterrent no longer?

Graham Holton

Does the ‘nuclear deterrent’ still deter?
The latest Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (START) expired in February
2026. Formal negotiations to renew
or replace the treaty are underway,
but there is no clear evidence of any
meaningful negotiations to produce
a new deal. Arms control talks have
historically required stable relations,
but United States-Russia relations are
at their lowest level since the Cold
War. This at a time when hypersonic
nuclear missiles are faster, harder to
detect and to intercept.

After the Cold War, the US and Russia
drastically reduced their warhead numbers.
Today global nuclear rearmament is more
complex, more technological, and less stable.
Some nuclear states are expanding arsenals
by modernising existing weapons and devel-
oping new delivery systems.

As a result, international organisations,
NGOs, scientific groups, and multilateral
bodies are concerned that the Iran War could
escalate into a nuclear catastrophe. The IAEA
(International Atomic Energy Agency) has
put regional radiation monitoring systems
on alert after strikes near nuclear facilities.
The ICRC (International Committee of the
Red Cross) warned of a “dangerous chain
reaction” across the Middle East. The Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO) warned
against the use of force and escalation.

The Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute warns that the world
is entering a new nuclear arms race; one
focused on quality, hypersonic speed, and
flexibility rather than nuclear warhead
numbers. Countries have a greater nuclear
weapons capability, but with less restraint,
thus increasing the risk of miscalculation.
The world is no longer reducing nuclear risk.
Instead it is actively preparing for long-term
nuclear competition.

The US is replacing its nuclear subma-
rines, ICBMs and strategic bombers with
new technologies. It is training for cleanup

aiming at limiting radiation exposure to save
lives, and gradually restore critical func-
tions over months or years. This scenario
includes a ‘dirty bomb’ attack, which uses
conventional explosives with radioactive
material to spread contamination. The US
has dedicated radiological monitoring units,
mobile labs, and decontamination teams for
cleanups. Planning has shifted from ‘All-out
nuclear war = no recovery’, or MAD (Mutually
Assured Destruction), to ‘Limited nuclear
use = survivable with response.’ The focus
is on survival, containment, and long-term
recovery.

Russia is modernising its missiles and
warheads, developing new systems such as
hypersonic missiles, and nuclear torpedoes.
Strategic dialogue on full inspection remains
frozen due to the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
War. Ukraine has found that after it crossed

nuclear retaliation. Russia is maintaining
its policy of nuclear response only after a
nuclear attack, making conventional attacks
against Russian cities viable.

Israel is maintaining its undeclared
nuclear arsenal. Israel’s nuclear doctrine is
built around the last-resort deterrence known
as the ‘Samson Option.” It will consider the
nuclear option only under extreme and exis-
tential conditions, which includes being hit
with massive chemical or biological weapons
that cause existential-level casualties. When
Israel is faced with imminent destruction
as a functioning state, and loss of its ability
to defend itself conventionally, it will use a
nuclear response. As Iran’s attacks become
more aggressive, will Israel respond with
nuclear weapons?

China is increasing its nuclear arsenal,
building new missile silos and expanding

Photo: Tom Pearson

tested the FOBS (Fractional Orbital Bom-
bardment System) which uses a low Earth
orbit to hit its target destination. FOBS has
worried the US as it could evade detection
by the north-facing early warning systems of
NORAD, the Canadian-US mutual defence
organisation, by using an Antarctic route
instead.

India and Pakistan are expanding their
nuclear weapons systems, and the DPRK is
actively testing and increasing its nuclear
capabilities.

Iran has long been opposed to developing
nuclear weapons, but after the Israeli-US war
some Iranian factions are openly calling for
nuclear weapons development, raising the
risk of further nuclear proliferation.

Meanwhile, the US let START expire
without making a deal on a firm replacement.
The world needs treaties like it more than

and recovery after nuclear attacks on cities,

clear ‘red lines’ Russia did not respond with

from a ‘minimal deterrent’ posture. It has

ever before. &

US: back-to-back victories
for Amazon workers

Mark Gruenberg and
Cameron Harrison

In a one-two punch that sent
shockwaves through board-
rooms, Amazon’s embattled
workers — many suffering
from abominably low pay and
facing a company threat to
replace 600,000 warehouse
workers with robots — have
won two major victories in
their long war to organise the
e-commerce monopoly.

First, on 31 March, a National
Labor Relations Board mediator
convinced the firm to not retaliate
against any of them, nationwide,

who exercise their right to strike.
That win cheered the Amazon Labor
Union, originally independent but
now affiliated with the Teamsters,
who announced the victory. ALU-
IBT Local 1 has been the corner-
stone of the large union’s organising
drive at the monster warehouse
and retailer.

Then, just one day later, the
NLRB ruled that Amazon illegally
refused to recognise ALU-IBT Local
1 and ordered them to begin nego-
tiations with the union.

Taken together, the two rulings
represent the most significant set-
backs Amazon has faced in their
unruly profiteering since the JFK8

warehouse workers made history
on 1 April 2022 — four years ago to
the day of the NLRB’s recognition
ruling.

More than 5,000 warehouse
workers at the JFKS8 facility in
Staten Island organised their union
on that April day in 2022, having
had enough of the abhorrent work-
ing conditions and management
retaliations, and inspired by reading
Organizing Methods in the Steel
Industry, by Communist and labour
organiser William Z Foster.

In June 2024, they officially
affiliated with the Teamsters, which
then chartered the local branch,
ALU-IBT Local 1.

According to the Teamsters,
over the past four years, the NLRB
repeatedly found that Amazon
illegally and willfully ignored the
union’s legitimacy while attempt-
ing to coerce JFK8 Teamsters into
ending their organising efforts.
With this week’s ruling, Amazon
appears to have exhausted its
options to appeal to the NLRB on
the issue of organising the union
at the facility.

“Four years ago, Amazon work-
ers at JFK8 won an NLRB election.
Now, on this monumental anni-
versary, they have become the first
group ever to force the company to
recognise their union, and they did

so as Teamsters,” said Teamsters
General President Sean M O’Brien.

“This fight is far from over, but
this ruling from the NLRB is an
historic victory for Amazon Team-
sters nationwide and a testament
to worker power.”

“Amazon’s strategy these last
few years has been to delay, delay,
delay — and the NLRB confirmed
it because the law is not on their
side,” said Randy Korgan, Director
of the Teamsters Amazon Division.
People's World (edited for
space) @

Colombia’s Petro calls out
‘tool for political persecution’

Colombian President Gustavo Petro
has condemned the US Department
of Treasury Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) list as a mechanism
designed to persecute and domesti-
cate political oppositions around the
world, marking his latest criticism of
Washington’s sanctions policy.
Petro, who was added to the so-called
Clinton List in October 2023 after former

President Donald Trump accused him of
being a drug trafficking leader and threat-
ened serious actions against Colombia, made
the remarks on social media. The Colom-
bian leader argued that the far right fails to
understand that humanity’s strength lies in
its diverse foundation, which should not be
eliminated. He called for democratic global
governance as a necessary alternative.
According to Petro, the OFAC list has

lost its effectiveness against organised crime,
as drug trafficking operations simply mock
the sanctions.

He further noted that crime bosses evade
justice by negotiating with the United States,
agreeing not to export cocaine to US territory
in exchange for protection, while expanding
their operations to the rest of the world. Petro
added that extradition becomes pointless
under such circumstances, as drug traffickers

prefer to negotiate in Miami or New York
rather than face capture in Colombia.

Petro has previously criticised the Trump
administration’s regional policy and its mil-
itarised approach to drug trafficking, which
has resulted in more than 160 extrajudicial
killings in the Caribbean and the Pacific.
Telesur &
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Palestinians protest

Palestinians took to the streets across the
occupied territories, including Ramallah,
Tubas, Nablus, and Jenin in the north and
Hebron in the south.

Families of prisoners, political groups, civil society
organisations, trade unions and women’s groups were
among those taking part in the protests.

The Palestinian news agency Wafa reported pro-
testers staged a sit-in in the courtyard of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross headquarters
in el-Bireh.

Wafa said during the sit-in participants displayed
photographs of dozens of prisoners who had died in
custody.

More than 9,500 Palestinians are being held in
Israeli prisons with rights groups saying many face
torture, starvation, and medical neglect.

Rights group Amnesty International called on the
Israelis to repeal the new law, which it described as
“a public display of cruelty, discrimination, and utter
contempt for human rights.”

Amnesty said that the new law “allows for
state-sanctioned executions.”

A spokesperson for the European Union described
the legislation as “very concerning.”

Amichai Cohen, a senior fellow at the Israel
Democracy Institute’s Centre for Democratic Values
and Institutions, said the Bill “will apply in territories
with military courts, which are Palestinian courts. It
will apply in Israeli courts, but only to terrorist activ-
ities that are motivated by the wish to undermine
the existence of Israel. That means Jews will not be
indicted under this law,” he said.

Mormning Star &

Most people in US
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oppose oil blockade

P Farmer

A recent poll by analytics firm
YouGov has found that more
people in the US disapprove
than approve of the US block-
ing oil shipments to Cuba.
The poll shows that 46% of
people in the US disapprove
of Trump’s oil blockade on
Cuba, while 28% approve and
27% are unsure.

The survey also indicates that
most people in the US oppose sanc-
tions on Cuba.

In addition, despite the Trump
administration’s far-fetched claim
that Cuba represents a threat to
US national security, two-thirds
of those polled believe Cuba poses
only a minor threat or no threat at
all. Among those polled, countries
viewed as more threatening than
Cuba include Russia, Iran, North
Korea, and even Mexico.

One aspect of US policy towards
Cuba that did find broad support
was good diplomatic relations.
A majority (61%) of US resi-
dents polled approved of official

diplomatic relations with Cuba with
only 10% disapproving. Majorities
of Democrats (69%), Independents
(58%), and Republicans (57%)
approved of having diplomatic
relations. Only a small minority
(16%) of Republicans were against
US-Cuba diplomatic relations.

The US and Cuba have had offi-
cial diplomatic relations since the
US embassy in Havana and Cuban
embassy in Washington opened in
2015. W

ACFS Boorloo/Perth action outside US consulate 17 March 2026.
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Global Briefs

UN: On 25 March 2025, the UN General Assembly over-
whelmingly approved a resolution declaring the transatlantic
slave trade and racialised slavery the “most grievous crime
against humanity.” The United States, Israel, and Argentina
cast the only dissenting votes. The resolution was presented
by a coalition of 60 African, Caribbean, and Latin Ameri-
can nations. Fifty-two states, predominantly from the west-
ern bloc, including former colonial powers such as Spain,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom
abstained from the vote, as well as Armenia and Ukraine.
Japan abstained, possibly due to PM Takaichi’s denialism on
the ‘comfort women’ issue.

SOUTH AFRICA: French oil giant TotalEnergies is facing
a court challenge by fishing communities and environmen-
tal groups in South Africa. Activists argue that the proposed
deep-water drilling of SA’s coast could lead, in case of a well
blow-out, to the destruction of marine ecology and coastal
livelihoods. The protesters are asking the court to refuse the
authorisation of the project outright — not just send it back for
a ‘do-over.’

BELARUS has announced plans to open an embassy in the
Democratic Republic of Korea (DPRK), aka North Korea,
following a very successful and positive visit by President
Lukashenko to DPRK. Lukashenko and Kim Jong-un signed
a Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation, aiming for deeper
cooperation at a time of ‘global transformation.’

JAPAN: Japan’s first long-range missile has been deployed
at a south-western army camp. The upgraded type-12 land-
to-ship missiles, developed and produced by Japan’s Mitsub-
ishi Heavy Industries, became operational at Camp Kengun
in Kumamoto prefecture. The missile has a range of about
998 km, a significant advance on its original 201-km range. It
can now reach mainland China.

POLAND: Poland’s Minister of National Defence said that
Poland had no intention to provide the US with its Patriot mis-
sile defence systems. In response to the US demand that
Poland re-deploy one of its two Patriots to the Middle East,
he said: “Our Patriot batteries and their missiles are being
used to protect Polish airspace and NATO’s eastern flank.
Nothing has changed in this regard and we have no plans to
re-deploy them anywhere”.

INDIA: The world’s largest population count has begun in
India. It could reshape welfare programs and political rep-
resentation across the country. India’s previous census in
2011 recorded a population of 1.21 billion. It's now estimated
to be more than 1.4 billion, making India the world’s most
populous state. The census had been planned for 2021 but
was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

QATAR: Foreign ministers of Qatar, Turkey, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Indonesia, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and UAE have con-
demned lIsrael for passing a death penalty bill for terrorists
and warned it will heighten regional tension, according to
a joint statement. The foreign ministers also warned of the
increasingly discriminatory, escalating Israeli practices that
entrench a “system of apartheid and a rejectionist discourse,”
that also strips Palestinians of their inalienable rights and
existence on the occupied Palestinian territory.

GERMANY: German carmaker Volkswagen is having dis-
cussions with Israel’s Rafael Advanced Systems about pro-
ducing air defence systems for Israel. Volkswagen plans to
produce heavy trucks launchers and electric generators for
Israel. The German government is supporting the proposal,
and production may start in the next 12-18 months.

DPRK: A sculpture complex in honour of North Korean sol-
diers who fought in the Kursk region is planned to be installed
in the Museum of the Exploits of the Korean People’s Army.
Kim Jong-un took a personal interest in the project.
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The “Two Sessions’ and China’s
people-centred governance

Wang Yu
Consul General of the
People’s Republic of China in Sydney

China’s ‘Two Sessions’ (the National
People’s Congress and the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Con-
ference) serve as a vital platform for
public input and consensus-build-
ing, and as a window for the world to
observe China’s vibrant development
and whole-process people’s democ-
racy. I would like to share some facts
and observations on China’s govern-
ance practice and its tangible impact.

People’s wellbeing is consistently at
the top of the agenda, with every initiative
focusing on the aspirations of urban and
rural communities and every detail address-
ing the concerns of the public. In 2025, the
departments of the State Council adopted
more than 4,900 proposals from deputies
and members, introducing over 2,200 rel-
evant policies and measures.

This year, people’s wellbeing remains
a central focus, with “investing in people”
emerging as a buzzword. Of the 5,000 propos-
als from deputies and members nationwide,
many bright ideas have been translated into
policies that benefit millions of households.
The public’s “wish list” has hence become
the government’s “action guide.”

The Chinese government has consistently
adhered to the philosophy of people-centred
development. The report on the work of the
government emphasises “Taking stronger
measures to ensure and improve the peo-
ple’s wellbeing. The people’s wellbeing must
always come first. We should ensure that
public services are inclusive, meet essential
needs, and provide a cushion for people most
in need, and we should make every effort to
deliver more benefits to the people.”

A key outcome of this year’s “two ses-

Photo: Enzo JIANG - flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

15th Five-Year Plan, which includes a ded-
icated chapter on promoting high-quality
population development. Among the 20 key
indicators in the Plan, seven relate to peo-
ple’s wellbeing. From protecting the rights of
delivery workers to improving pensions for
retirees, from repairing farmland irrigation
systems to governing artificial intelligence,
many proposals have been incorporated into
the 15th Five-Year Plan, shaping China’s
development blueprint for the next five years.

A better life for the people is both the
starting point and ultimate goal of Chinese
modernisation. The fruits of development
are shared by all. China has established the

security, and healthcare, with the consolida-
tion rate of nine-year compulsory education,
coverage of basic pension insurance, and
participation in basic medical insurance
all exceeding 95%. More than 328 million
people receive monthly pensions, over 90%
of households can reach the nearest medical
facility within 15 minutes, and the average
residential electricity price has remained
stable. High-speed rail now reaches 97%
of cities with populations over 500,000.
Every county is connected by highway, every
village by paved road. These achievements
have steadily enhanced the people’s sense of
fulfillment, happiness, and security.

government responds. China’s democratic
system has motivated over 1.4 billion people
to modernise the country. Whole-process
people’s democracy has been a rock-solid
foundation for the effective governance of
China. Although China and Australia have
different systems and national conditions,
the aspirations of our peoples for develop-
ment and wellbeing are shared.

Looking ahead, China stands ready to
work with Australia and other partners to
ride the spring tide of the 15th Five-Year
Plan, deepen mutually beneficial cooperation,
enhance mutual understanding and common
interests, serve people’s livelihood, and build

sions” is the adoption of the outline of the

world’s largest systems for education, social

Where the people voice their needs, the

a better future together. @

Over 57,000 Palestinian children
lost parents in Gaza

Roger McKenzie

At least 57,000 Palestinian
children have lost one or both
of their parents as a result of
Israeli attacks since 7 October
2023, the Palestinian Informa-
tion Centre for Health (PICN)
has revealed.

Thousands of Palestinian fami-
lies have been destroyed since Israel
invaded Gaza after the 7 October
2023 attack by Hamas, in which
1,139 people were killed and about
250 taken hostage.

PICN director Zaher al-Wahidi
said 49,000 Palestinian children

had lost their fathers, 5,000 had
lost their mothers, and 3,000 had
lost both parents.

In addition, at least 2,600 fam-
ilies were entirely wiped out, 5,000
lost nearly all members and 6,000
experienced partial family losses.

The PICN, part of Palestinian
Ministry of Health, said that over
1,000 children under one year old
were killed in Israeli attacks and
450 were born under bombardment
but did not survive.

Israeli military action has also
left 47,019 Gazan women widowed,
with 26,370 losing their spouses
since the 7 October attack.

The Gaza Ministry of Social
Development has identified urgent
needs, including psychosocial sup-
port, legal protection, childcare,
healthcare, economic empower-
ment, and vocational training.

Around 84 per cent of the
widows are aged 19 to 50 and 14.9
per cent are over 60.

United Nations high commis-
sioner for human rights Volker
Turk warned in February that “the
actions of Israel appear aimed
at achieving a permanent demo-
graphic change in Gaza and the
West Bank, raising concern about
ethnic cleansing.”

He added, “The evidence gath-
ered by my office reveals a con-
sistent pattern of serious human
rights violations, grave breaches
of international humanitarian law
and atrocity crimes that remain
unpunished.”

Official figures show that
70,300 Palestinians have been
killed and 171,000 injured, includ-
ing 20,000 children. With tens
of thousands still missing, many
experts believe the true death toll
is far higher.

Palestinians have begun a
general strike in cities across the
occupied West Bank in protest at

a new Israeli law that allows the
execution of Palestinian prisoners.

Images of empty streets
and closed shops in Ramallah,
Nablus, Hebron, Tulkarm, and
Qalqilya were shared on social
media, demonstrating opposition
to the new law, which has been
denounced across the international
community.

The legislation mandates the
death penalty for Palestinians con-
victed of killing Israelis with the
aim of harming the Israeli state. It
does not apply to Israelis who kill
Palestinians.

Moming Star &

Iran’s president in appeal to US people

Iran’s President, Masoud Pezeshkian
has addressed an open letter to the
people of the United States. Here are
some excerpts:

Iran ... is one of the oldest continu-
ous civilisations in human history.
Despite its historical and geographi-
cal advantages at various times, Iran
has never, in its modern history, cho-
sen the path of aggression, expansion,
colonialism, or domination.

Even after enduring occupation, inva-
sion, and sustained pressure from global
powers — and despite possessing military

superiority over many of its neighbours —
Iran has never initiated a war. Yet it has
resolutely and bravely repelled those who
have attacked it.

... Exactly which of the American people’s
interests are truly being served by this war?
Was there any objective threat from Iran to
justify such behaviour? Does the massacre
of innocent children, the destruction of
cancer-treatment pharmaceutical facilities,
or boasting about bombing a country “back
to the stone ages” serve any purpose other
than further damaging the United States’
global standing?

Iran pursued negotiations, reached an

agreement, and fulfilled all its commitments.
The decision to withdraw from that agree-
ment, escalate toward confrontation, and
launch two acts of aggression in the midst of
negotiations were destructive choices made
by the US government — choices that served
the delusions of a foreign aggressor.

... Linvite you to look beyond the machin-
ery of misinformation — an integral part of
this aggression — and instead speak with
those who have visited Iran. Observe the
many accomplished Iranian immigrants
— educated in Iran — who now teach and
conduct research at the world’s most pres-
tigious universities, or contribute to the most

advanced technology firms in the West. Do
these realities align with the distortions you
are being told about Iran and its people?

Today, the world stands at a crossroad.
Continuing along the path of confrontation is
more costly and futile than ever before. The
choice between confrontation and engage-
ment is both real and consequential; its out-
come will shape the future for generations
to come. Throughout its millennia of proud
history, Iran has outlasted many aggressors.
All that remains of them are tarnished names
in history, while Iran endures — resilient,
dignified, and proud. &
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Iran: into the stone
age, or end of the
petrodollar?

Marco Pondrelli

The war launched against Iran is taking a very
different turn from what Trump and Netan-
yahu imagined. What has been described as an
“asymmetric” conflict sees the United States
striking the civilian population with indiscrim-
inate bombings: the first symbolic episode was
the killing of 175 young girls inside a school.

Trump said that Iran would be “brought back to
the Stone Age.” The same expression was used by
General Curtis LeMay before the Vietnam War, with
results very different from those hoped for. The truth
is that this war has been threatened for thirty years,
and Iran has had plenty of time to prepare defences.
It is no surprise that poorly informed journalists
describe Iran as a backward country; one might have
expected greater accuracy, however, from US intel-
ligence services.

Iran is responding to the aggression by attacking
American bases in the region and striking Israel as
well. These attacks produce a double effect. On the
one hand, they saturate enemy defences, which risk
running out of interceptor missiles. On the other, they
generate heavy economic consequences for the West.

It is becoming increasingly clear that one of Iran’s
strategic objectives is to strike at the petrodollar
system, which was born after the 1971 collapse of the
gold standard. What is the petrodollar? Gulf countries,
starting with Saudi Arabia, sell oil in dollars and rein-
vest the proceeds in US Treasury bonds. In return,
the United States guarantees their security. Today,
however, this guarantee appears increasingly fragile.

In recent years, Saudi Arabia has begun to look
more and more toward Beijing. Mohammed bin

Salman’s “Vision 2030” represents an ambitious
attempt to reduce the country’s dependence on oil,
and in this process cooperation with China has become
crucial, especially for the development of small and
medium-sized enterprises. In this sense, the war acts
as an accelerator of transformations already under-
way, which could lead to the rise of the ‘petroyuan.’

Ultimately, the real war the United States is fight-
ing is against its own decline. US national strategy
documents are quite clear on this point.

Europe appears squeezed by the United States
and incapable of reacting. British Foreign Secretary
Yvette Cooper has spoken of “Iranian recklessness,”
claiming that Tehran is holding the global economy
hostage. In reality, as already happened with the war
in Ukraine, it is the United States that is shifting the
burden of its policies onto Europe, which is rapidly
heading toward recession.

The shock on the horizon could be very severe, with
a concrete risk of stagflation, simultaneous stagna-
tion and inflation, while the European political class
seems to ignore the seriousness of the situation. This
will not be a short crisis: even in the event — far from
certain — of a rapid end to the conflict, the economic
effects would be long-lasting.

Does the European Union have anything to offer
beyond verbal attacks on Iran?

A leadership class up to the task would welcome
Trump’s statements about leaving NATO and begin
rethinking its alliances and strategies. Today the sit-
uation is paradoxical: the United States has partially
reopened to buying energy from Russia and even Iran,
while the European Union is moving in the opposite
direction, risking only harming itself.
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Half the Sky

Iranian women
protest in song
GH

Iranian women’s protest music is complex and layered. Since
the Iranian Revolution of 1979 and the introduction of the Islamic
Republic, women have been restricted from performing solo
vocals in public, particularly in mixed-gender settings. Music
became a clandestine form of protest, often recorded privately,
shared online, or performed in private women-only gatherings.
The Iranian diasporas in Europe, the United States, Australia, and
elsewhere allowed women to produce more explicit anti-imperi-
alist music, as they were freer to criticise Iranian authorities and
Western governments.

Their music has evolved from subtle cultural expressions or
underground acts of defiance. Women celebrating or singing
abroad during Nowruz (Persian New Year) is seen as defiance
of the Iranian political system. Women created a powerful form
of resistance against political repression, US imperialism, Israel’s
occupation of Palestine, social inequality, and gender-based
oppression.

Women initially used traditional Persian poetry and regional folk
melodies to subtly convey dissent. Morg-e Sahar is a century-old
anti-tyranny song, often sung at funerals, family gatherings, or
at symbolic moments. It represents hope after oppression. Their
music intersects with social movements, such as campaigns
against mandatory hijab laws, honour killings, and domestic vio-
lence. Making music was an act of civil disobedience.

Today Iranian women have gained a global platform allowing wide
distribution by using social media and streaming platforms like
Instagram, Telegram, YouTube, and diaspora networks. The song
Javanan-e Vatane (Youth of the Homeland) represents Iranian
women who cannot legally sing publicly.

While their songs criticise US imperialism, around sanctions and
war, Iranian women often support Palestine. Across many Iranian
protest traditions, Palestine functions less as a specific geopoliti-
cal topic and more as a symbol of occupation and dispossession.
Palestine is reframed through gendered solidarity, with Palestinian
women becoming symbols of resilience. Through song they
shared experiences of control over bodies and lives, such as in:

‘Her stone and my voice
Same struggle, different streets.’
Gaza and the West Bank have become Tehran.

Iranian female pop artists performing abroad embed political
protest in accessible melodies. They use rap, hip-hop, electron-
ic, experimental music, and fusion to criticise gender norms and
state oppression. Women use Persian vocal styles with glob-
al protest genres, to reach younger audiences. Justina (Justina
Shokrani) is one of the few Iranian female rappers addressing
political issues directly. Her lyrics often reference inequality, war,
and global power structures, sometimes explicitly criticising US
foreign policy and sanctions. She links Palestine with sanctions
on Iran and global inequality. This is seen in the lyrical framing of
her song:

‘From Tehran to Gaza
Same sky under fire
Different flags—same empire.’

Feminist rap and folk musicians sing of sanctions as collective
punishment, and criticise US intervention. Songs portray econom-
ic sanctions imposed by the United Nations and the United States
as harming ordinary people, especially women and children,
through limiting access to medicine and the collapse of economic
stability.

The Iran-lraqg War shaped a deep anti-war consciousness, with
songs evoke bombings, displacement, and martyrdom. In 2022
Soroode Zan (Woman, Life, Freedom) became an important
protest feminist anthem. Mehdi Yarrahi’s song Auschwitz (2026)
compares state violence to historical atrocity. Today the US and
Israel war against Iran is mourned and sung by women grieving
for people killed in airstrikes. They long for peace — no more wars!
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Israel passes execution bill

Peter Farmer

On 1 April, Israel’s parliament passed
a law allowing it to hang people con-
victed of a “terror offence.” The law
also speeds up the process of state
executions — the hangings are to hap-
pen within a 9o-day period.

As US-Palestinian writer Mariam
Barghouti, has written in Al Jazeera, the
ruling comes not long after Israel dropped
all charges against IDF soldiers accused
of mass rape at the Sde Teiman detention
camp. It also comes as Israeli illegal settlers
escalate their campaign of violence and
killing on the occupied West Bank, often
with IDF soldiers in attendance. Israeli
militias have carried out more than 7,300
violations against Palestinians in the West
Bank this March alone. No Israelis have
been held to account for these crimes which
include murder, kidnapping children and
sexual assault.

The ruling that makes it easier to hang
Palestinians was celebrated in parliament
by Israel’s Minister of National Security
Itamar Ben-Gvir, who is himself a settler
in the West Bank as well as the leader of
a far-right explicitly anti-Arab party. Ben-
Gvir doesn’t seem worried that the law
might impinge on the murderous violence
practiced by his fellow settlers.

A UN report released in January 2026
describes discriminatory laws passed by
Israel as designed to obliterate Palestinian
self-determination. The death penalty law
is carefully worded to make sure it is only
applied to Palestinians.

The law imposes the death penalty on “a
person who intentionally causes the death
of another with the aim of harming a citi-
zen or resident of Israel, with the intent of
rejecting the existence of the State of Israel.”
In effect, it has lethally criminalised the act
of resistance to Israeli occupation.

The bill has been described by eight
Muslim-majority countries as one-sided and
as “increasingly discriminatory, escalating
Israeli practices that entrench a system of
apartheid.” The United Nations has said
that the law may constitute a war crime. A
spokesman for UN chief Ant6nio Guterres,
has said that “The discriminatory nature
of this particular law makes it particularly
cruel.”

What makes the law discriminatory is
that it will be applied in the occupied West
Bank where Palestinians are automatically
tried in Israeli military courts.

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong
criticised the death penalty in general in a
joint statement with Australia, France, Ger-
many, and the United Kingdom saying that
the law would “risk undermining Israel’s
commitments with regards to democratic
principles” and expressing worry about the
“discriminatory character of the bill” that
made the new death penalty law.

PALESTINIANS PROTEST

Palestinians took to the streets across
the occupied territories, including Ramal-
lah, Tubas, Nablus, Jenin in the north and
Hebron in the south.

Families of prisoners, political groups,
civil society organisations, trade unions and
women’s groups were among those taking
part in the protests.

The Palestinian news agency Wafa
reported protesters staged a sit-in in the
courtyard of the International Committee
of the Red Cross headquarters in el-Bireh.

Wafa said during the sit-in participants
displayed photographs of dozens of prisoners
who had died in custody.

More than 9,500 Palestinians are being
held in Israeli prisons with rights groups
saying many face torture, starvation, and
medical neglect.

Rights group Amnesty International
called on the Israelis to repeal the new law,
which it described as “a public display of
cruelty, discrimination and utter contempt
for human rights.”

Amnesty said that the new law “allows
for state-sanctioned executions.”

A spokesperson for the European
Union described the legislation as “very
concerning.”

German government spokesman Stefan
Kornelius said his country could “not
endorse” the new law and views it with
“great concern.”

German Foreign Minister Johann Wade-
phul signed on to a joint statement with his
counterparts from Australia, Britain, France,
and Italy urging Israel to abandon plans to
pass the law, calling it “de facto discrimi-
natory” and saying the death penalty was
unethical and had no “deterring effect.” &

Perth/Boorloo rally for Palestine August 2025, as part of the national day of action.

Israel to invade and occupy
southern Lebanon

Israeli leaders are pressing ahead
with plans for a full-scale invasion
and occupation of southern Lebanon.

Israel says it needs to establish a zone
of control in what it calls the “depopu-
lated” south to shield its own northern
communities.

Many experts have said that the intended
open-ended displacement of over a million
people would constitute ethnic cleansing, a
war crime under international law.

The Israeli military said it had sent a third
division across the border into Lebanon.

Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz said
that his country’s military would create a
“security zone” up to the Litani river, about
20 miles from the border in some places.

He said troops would destroy homes,
which he claimed were being used by mili-
tants, and that residents would not return
until northern Israel was safe.

The campaign would mirror the one in
Gaza, Katz said.

Israeli forces flattened and ethnically
cleansed the eastern half of the Palestinian
territory. Israel has said it won’t withdraw

until Hamas disarms as part of a ceasefire
deal that the country has largely ignored.

“We have ordered an acceleration in the
destruction of Lebanese homes in contact-line
villages to neutralise threats to Israeli com-
munities, in accordance with the model of
Beit Hanoun and Rafah in Gaza,” Katz said,
referring to border towns that were largely
obliterated by Israeli forces.

After a 2024 ceasefire halted Israel’s last
war with Hezbollah, Israeli forces gradually
withdrew from southern Lebanon, except
for five strategic hilltops along the border.

Many Lebanese returned to find homes,
infrastructure and some entire villages
destroyed.

Israel said it had dismantled Hezbollah
infrastructure and was continuing to strike
what it said were resistance targets on a
near-daily basis after the truce.

Hezbollah resumed its attacks after Israel
and the United States launched their illegal
and unprovoked war against Iran on 28 Feb-
ruary, accusing Israel of having repeatedly
violated the ceasefire.
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