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Weeks out from the federal budget 
the government has announced mas-
sive cuts to the NDIS that will throw 
an estimated 160,000 people off the 
scheme over the coming four years. A 
similar number who might have pre-
viously qualified will be ruled out as 
ineligible under new rules yet to be 
written.

The announcement was made by Health 
Minister Mark Butler in a speech to the 
National Press Club on 22 April.

The outcome will be devastating for those 
on the receiving end of the cuts.

Those lucky enough to remain partici-
pants will have their plans reassessed under 
new criteria over the next two years. At pres-
ent the average plan spend is about $31,000. 
Butler said it will be cut back to $26,000.

Butler said the cuts, which start this 
October and continue over the next two 
years would have “a material impact on 
participant plans,” some of which he said 
will be reduced by as much as 50 per cent.

“Disabled people are now left dreading 
whether they will be one of the 160,000 
people Labor plan to kick off the NDIS – 
because their disability is too invisible, or 
because a computer predicts they will be 
fine without supports,” Greens Disability 
spokesperson Senator Jordon Steele-John 
said.

“These supports enable us to get out of 
bed in the morning, to connect with com-
munity and to avoid social isolation, and 
the government has announced it’s their 
intention to slash them.

“Labor is making these cuts because 
they believe we are an easy target. They are 
wrong. We are angry, we are organised, and 
we will fight back.”

At present there are 760,000 people on 
the NDIS. “While new eligibility rules need 
to be worked through, our initial modelling 
will see the number of people on the scheme 

reduce to around 600,000 by the end of 
the decade instead of growing to well over 
900,000,” Butler said.

At the same time Butler says that under 
this plan, the NDIS will grow every year. 
That’s a bald-faced lie.

This approach, deciding how many 
people will be removed from the scheme or 
be prevented from joining it, is back to front. 
It is not based on needs, it’s based purely on 
how to cut spending by a certain amount of 
money. It is inhumane and contrary to the 
spirit and aims of the system which is sup-
posed to be needs-based.

It’s even more outrageous that in the 
same week the government announced an 
additional $53 billion in spending on prepa-
rations to fight US imperialism’s illegal wars.

‘BLOWOUT’
Butler refers to the NDIS’s “unsustain-

able” growth and “blowout” in spending, 
saying the cuts are necessary to “salvage” 
the scheme. It cost just over $46 billion last 
year and has been growing at around 10% 
per annum.

Butler aims to slash that growth rate to 
2 per cent on average across the next four 

years – less than half the inflation rate – 
cutting a whopping $35 billion in four years!

One area to be cut is the funding allocated 
to people through the “social and community 
participation” category of supports, which 
ranges from helping people build social 
skills to support workers who take them 
out for social engagement. This is a critical 
component of the NDIS.
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Tightened eligibility criteria will 
make it harder for some people, 
particularly those with low to 
moderate support needs, to access 
funded supports. Children under 
nine with mild to moderate autism 
will be thrown off the scheme onto 
a new, meanly-funded Thriving 
Kids program.

The success of this program will 
depend largely on state support 
and the necessary infrastructure 
which currently does not exist and 
is under question. 

RORTING & FRAUD
It is an understatement to say 

the system is being rorted. The 
paperwork is so complex that a 
layer of private advisors has grown 
up to assist people with applying 
for a place or completing repeated 
reviews. Thousands of dollars are 
wasted on unnecessary bureaucracy 
and the continual need to spend 
thousands of dollars on repeatedly 
proving you have a permanent 
condition.

In addition, because the scheme 
is privatised, profit is built into 
every service. The National Disa-
bility Insurance Agency produces 
a booklet of more than 100 pages 
listing payments providers can 
charge for services. For example, 
the hourly rate for support work-
ers is more than $70 but many of 
the companies providing service 
might pay the support worker the 
minimum wage of just under $25. 
This is despite charging the person 
receiving the support $70.

While some of the providers are 
well known charitable organisa-
tions, a whole industry has sprung 
up with online platforms such as 

Hireup and Mable offering gig 
services under the NDIS.

The privatised nature of the 
NDIS has fuelled a highly profit-
able business that is easily rorted.

So, what does the government 
plan to do to tackle the scammers 
who are exploiting people with 
disability and taxpayers? There 
are a few token measures that will 
at best scratch the surface.

It is going to punish thousands 
of people who will be denied the 
support services that they require 
for daily living and participation 
in society.

If it were serious about ending 
the rorting and fraud it could save 
billions of dollars by nationalising 
the NDIS and thus removing the 
layers of profit and exploitation of 
workers and taxpayers.

SHADES OF 
ROBODEBT

While the new, tougher eligi-
bility criteria are to be finalised, 
the basis of their calculation will 
be “functional capacity,” artifi-
cially ruling out consideration of 
diagnosis. Applicants will have to 
prove their disability is both per-
manent and substantially reduces 
their capacity to carry out everyday 
activities such as moving around, 
getting out of bed, eating and drink-
ing, interacting with others.

There is nothing wrong with 
a shift to a more needs-based 
approach in itself, the concern is 
how these needs are measured.

These details are still to be 
worked out, but Butler has specified 
that the new test will be “standard-
ised.” In such a context standard-
isation means opaque computer 
algorithms that mechanically apply 

fixed criteria to certain outcomes 
– a great tool that can be designed 
to rein in costs.

But people with disability or dis-
abilities are humans, not machines, 
with complex requirements which 
algorithms often fail to give a full 
picture of needs. Such situations 
require human intervention.

WAR BUDGET
At the current (without cuts) 

rate of growth the NDIS is fore-
cast to cost just over 2.1% of GDP 
by 2033-34 which is described as 
a “blowout” and “unsustainable.”

At the same time the govern-
ment is pursuing massive increases 
in military spending with a target 
of 3% of GDP by 2033-34. The 
latest $53 billion is just the next 
instalment of many more to come.

It is absolutely shameful that 
the government is slashing the 
NDIS funding while pouring hun-
dreds of billions of dollars into 
killing machines for the US and 
expanding its military bases in 
Australia.

The government expects the 
disabled, the aged, and the unem-
ployed to subsidise tax cuts for the 
wealthy, fossil fuel subsidies for 
profit-gouging mining companies, 
and billions more for investors 
through negative gearing and cap-
ital gains tax concessions.

We elect governments to serve 
the people. It’s about time we had 
a progressive government with the 
courage to stand up to the parasit-
ical corporations, and put people 
before profits. Such a government 
would nationalise the NDIS, cancel 
AUKUS, raise unemployment 
benefits and pensions, embark on 
a program of public housing and 
tax reform.  

From a river to you
There’s a long line from a children’s book about 

a river to you and your cost of living.  Bear with us, 
it’s there.

We’ll start with the river.
The University of Queensland Press (UQP) pub-

lished a kids book about a river. Bila, A River Cycle 
by Jazz Money, illustrated by Matt Chun was all ready 
to go. Even if you’re not going to read it, it seemed 
like a nice thing to do. 

Dymocks  announced it was removing all of Chun’s 
books from its stores because of an anti-Zionist 
social media post. Following that, Murdoch-owned 
NewsCorp paper The Australian approached UQP to 
ask about Bila. No doubt aware of what News is like 
when it’s hounding someone, UQP told the paper they 
were putting publication “on hold.” Apparently they 
hadn’t bothered telling Money or Chun about this. 

It’s rational for UQP to fear NewsCorp, the com-
pany that hounded an Australian of the Year out of 
the country. What happened next was predictable. A 
whole slate of UQP authors, including award-winning 
writer Melissa Lukashenko, announced that they 
would no longer be publishing with UQP. Like the 
Adelaide Writers’ Festival and the Bendigo Writers’ 
Festival before it, which cancelled pro-Palestinian 
speakers, UQP has copped a bit of a boycott for their 
actions – in this case pulping a book for views the 
illustrator has expressed elsewhere.

It’s part and parcel of a climate of censorious-
ness towards anyone who dares express a view on 
Israel, Palestine, or Zionism. It’s also partly ‘the 
Streisand effect’ – most of us would never have heard 
about Chun’s views if The Australian hadn’t gotten 
involved. Now thousands of people are wondering 
what “Never Mourn a Fascist” is all about. 

The cancellation is bad news for Chun and Money, 
and no doubt the management of UQP aren’t happy 
to see all their high profile authors heading for the 
door. How does this matter to working Australians? 
Maybe you don’t plan to stick your head above the 
parapet on these topics.

That’s too bad. Zionists are still coming for you 
and your taxes. Israel is presently waging a genocide 
on Palestinian people in Gaza and the West Bank. 
It’s also killing thousands in Lebanon and Iran. 
Australia is complicit in Israel’s crimes because our 
bases, like Pine Gap, send signals intelligence the 
US shares with Israel. We are part of the weapons 
supply chain, making parts for the F-35 bombers 
Israel uses to attack Iran, Lebanon and Gaza. Our 
Defence department has a $10 million contract with 
Israel’s Elbit Systems. They made the drone that 
killed Australian aid worker Zomi Frankcom and 
her colleagues in 2024. 

If that’s still too far away for you, news came in 
recently that the price of milk containers is going up. 
The resin used to make them comes from oil, which 
is scarcer after the Israeli-US war on Iran started. 
Australia is involved in this and it’s affecting us. 

To back something that’s this bad for working 
people here, and murderous for the people of three 
countries takes severe propaganda efforts and per-
secution of people who kick back at the narrative. 

Fortunately there is kickback – as the authors will-
ing to walk away from UQP and the writers festivals 
show. There has also been record breaking resistance 
to Australia’s involvement in the Israel-US wars.

Regardless of your interest or otherwise in a kids 
book about a river, the issue that got it canned con-
cerns you. Communist Party of Australia members 
will be on the streets to protest the wars and the 
Albanese government that makes this country com-
plicit in them, and Guardian, the Workers’ Weekly 
will keep reporting on the issues.
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Military spending is sold as “defence,” but much 
of it is spending for war-fighting, projection and 
attack. Australia is now budgeting about $58.99 
billion for defence in 2025-26, while the United 
States is moving around the trillion-dollar mark 
in military spending, showing the grotesque scale 
of resources capitalism diverts into destruction. 

MADNESS 
Australia’s consolidated defence budget for 2025-26 is 

$58,988.7 million, which works out to about $161.6 million 
a day and about $6.7 million an hour. The United States’ 
FY2026 national defence budget request is $1.01 trillion, 
equal to roughly $2.77 billion a day and about $115.3 mil-
lion an hour Why is there poverty? Why is there homeless-
ness? Why are public hospitals stretched, public housing 
underfunded, schools short of resources, and workers told 
to tighten their belts, when governments can always find 
billions for war preparations? 

High military spending steals resources from public 
education, hospitals, social welfare and environmental pro-
tection, and makes Australia poorer, not safer. The same 
wealth now poured into war-making (not defence) could 
instead fund free health care, free education, free childcare, 
First Nations justice, free public transport, major wage rises, 
public housing, cheaper power, and environmental repair. 
This is not simply a budgeting mistake. Militarism is tied 
to capitalism at its imperialism stage and to the pressure 

of US imperialism, with Australia’s ruling class aligning 
the country ever more tightly to Washington’s war agenda. 

AUKUS AND PRIORITIES
The AUKUS nuclear-powered submarine madness has 

been costed at around $368 billion. That means Australia 
is prepared to pour up to $368 billion into an environmen-
tally destructive fleet of war-fighting submarines designed 
for conflict.

At the same time, the country has no nationally owned 
merchant fleet capable of serving the public good in a 
crisis. For maritime workers, the contrast is sharp. Billions 
are available for attack submarines, but not for a publicly 
owned shipping fleet, stronger coastal shipping, decent port 
infrastructure, disaster response, or secure maritime jobs 
that serve the people rather than US strategic objectives. 

WAR ABROAD,  
MISERY AT HOME

Recent reporting on the US war on Iran put the cost 
at around $1 billion a day. At the same time, independent 
reporting and surveys have put Palestinian deaths in Gaza 
above 75,000 by early 2025, far beyond earlier official counts. 
The lesson is plain. Imperialist war burns through stagger-
ing sums of public wealth while destroying entire societies 
and taking countless lives. Working people are told there 
is no money for social need, yet there is always money for 
missiles, bases, warships and military contractors. 

Security does not come from armaments, military alli-
ances with the United States, or the hosting of US bases on 
Australian soil. Real security comes from jobs, housing, food, 
clean water, education, health care, democratic rights and 
peaceful coexistence with the peoples of the region. That is 
why the fight against extreme military spending is insep-
arable from the fight against capitalism itself. Capitalism 
generates exploitation, militarism and war. Socialism is the 
necessary alternative if humanity is to put social need above 
profit and peace above imperialist domination. 

You are directly paying for this war program. It is called 
a “defence” budget, but much of it is really money for attack, 
escalation, and war preparations. 
Maritime Union of Australia  

The outrageous waste of military spending

The meeting of the Working 
Group of the 24th Interna-
tional Meeting of Communist 
and Workers’ Parties is tak-
ing place at a time when the 
world bears painful witness 
to US imperialism and Israeli 
savage military aggression 
against Iran and Lebanon, 
and the continuing genocidal 
policies of Israeli government 
in Palestine.

The latest phase of military 
aggression, that started on 28 
February, has once more pushed 

the Middle East region into a dan-
gerous spiral of widening military 
conflicts, costing thousands of lives 
and the extensive destruction of the 
infrastructure of both countries, 
while also spurring an international 
economic crisis, which will hurt 
the world’s poor first and fore-
most while the big oil monopolies 
and military-industrial complexes 
benefit handsomely. 

The Trump imperialist govern-
ment along with the Netanyahu 
criminal regime, which has been 
accused of genocide and crimes 

against humanity by the Interna-
tional Court of Justice for their 
killings of tens of thousands of 
innocent and defenceless people in 
Gaza, including 20,000 children, 
have waged this war with the full 
silent backing of almost all EU and 
NATO countries despite the mas-
sive popular outcry against these 
atrocities.

These latest aggressions follow 
the US Imperialist attack on Ven-
ezuela and the kidnapping of that 
country’s president, as well as the 
savage economic blockade against 

Cuba and its heroic people with the 
aim of finally defeating the Cuban 
Revolution.

All these acts of aggression and 
military interference align with US 
Imperialism’s new “National Secu-
rity Strategy” and a return to the 
Monroe Doctrine, threatening world 
peace and the independence and 
national sovereignty of countries. 
As our parties have emphasised 
time and again, the direction of 
the struggle of people for peace, 
national sovereignty, human and 
democratic rights, social justice, 

and socialism should be determined 
solely by the people, free from any 
foreign interference.

We, the undersigned parties, 
support the heroic struggle of 
people for peace, progress, and 
national sovereignty in all countries 
threatened by Imperialism and its 
reactionary allies, particularly the 
criminal Israeli regime.

Long live international 
solidarity!
Signed by parties of the International 
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ 
Parties  

Against the US imperialist-Israeli war  
of aggression on Iran and Israeli  

criminal war on Lebanon

We strongly condemn the growing 
multidimensional aggression of the 
United States against Cuba, which has 
been implemented since January 1, 
1959. At this stage, what we face goes 
beyond an economic, commercial, 
and financial blockade that violates 
the international law and has reached 
intolerable levels of criminality; it is 
the policy of total annihilation which 
includes direct military threats fol-
lowing countless terrorist acts and 
hundreds of assassination plots.

By cutting off the power supply to plunge 
the island into darkness, attempting to para-
lyse the healthcare system, and attacking the 
right to life of an entire people – from chil-
dren to the elderly –  this policy constitutes 

a strategy of punishment and suffocation 
marked by its inhumane, genocidal nature. 
The blockade has transcended the classic 
instruments of imperialism, transforming 
into a systematic campaign of destruction 
aimed at eliminating the most fundamental 
conditions for the development of the socialist 
project that the Cuban people sovereignly 
chose, a situation that has been further 
aggravated,  by the oil blockade intensified 
by the executive order signed by the US 
President on 29 January.

Recent information indicates that, 
while the US administration maintains 
so-called diplomatic processes, it is simul-
taneously accelerating preparations for 
military operations against Cuba, which has 
already seen recent provocative episodes. 

This hypocritical and coercive conduct 
exposes once again the true intentions of 
imperialism, which it has never hidden: 
to overthrow the Revolution by imposing 
submission and subjugation.

However, history has shown that the 
Cuban people are prepared to defend the 
Revolution. The revolution led by Fidel Castro 
represents not only a change of power, but a 
historic bastion won from imperialism. Cuba 
remains committed to peace, while clearly 
affirming its determination to exercise its 
right to self-defence against any attack on 
its sovereignty and the achievements of 
socialism.

We, as communist and workers’ parties 
of the world, declare: the resistance of the 
Cuban people is legitimate, just, and a shared 

honour for humanity. Any attack against Cuba 
is an attack against the peoples of the world.

For this reason, strengthening interna-
tionalist solidarity with Cuba is not only a 
political option, but a historical responsi-
bility of communist and workers’ parties. 
Whatever the cost, we are determined to 
defend Cuba with all our political and social 
means, to denounce the blockade and mili-
tary aggression, and to intensify the common 
struggle against imperialist interventions in 
all regions of the world.

Cuba is not alone. Imperialism will be 
defeated. The Cuban Revolution will triumph!
Signed by parties of the International Meeting 
of Communist and Workers’ Parties  

International Meeting of  
Communist and Workers’ Parties statements

We defend Cuba against  
the imperialist siege! 

We defend the Revolution
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Musicians from the West Australian Symphony Orchestra (WASO) 
have flagged growing concern over management’s refusal to stop 
a six-year-old recording of the ballet Dracula being used to under-
mine the work of live musicians.
The recording, made in 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic 
when many live performances were restricted, is now being used 
by the WA Ballet for their Adelaide run of Dracula instead of a live 
orchestra.
The WASO Players’ Committee issued a statement, revealing that 
orchestra management had failed to address their concerns.
“West Australian Ballet’s regrettable decision to perform Dracula in 
Adelaide using recorded music instead of engaging live musicians 
diminishes the audience’s experience of ballet and denies musi-
cians the dignity of work,” the statement said.
“The recording, made by musicians of WASO, was not made to 
be used in any way that undermines the work of live musicians. 
WASO musicians do not support their work being used in this 
manner to avoid engaging live musicians.
“To protect their industry, [WASO musicians] wish to make public 
their demand, put formally to WASO management in December 
2025, that their recording of Dracula is not made available for 
ballet performances in Adelaide, or in any circumstance where a 
live orchestra can and should be engaged.”
The statement comes after more than 500 musicians from Aus-
tralia and New Zealand rallied together in the wake of WA Ballet’s 
decision, signing a motion calling on the company to engage 
musicians for Dracula and make a further commitment to keeping 
music live.
MEAA Musicians Director Paul Davies said the move was part of 
an emerging trend of performance arts companies devaluing live 
music, driven by cost-cutting.
“As the union for Australia’s media and creative workers, which 
includes musicians, MEAA believes that WA Ballet has a respon-
sibility to include live music in its productions, and we will continue 
to speak out when this doesn’t happen,” he said.
“Relying on recorded music is a huge disrespect to audiences and 
denies musicians the dignity of work. As MEAA’s 2025 musicians 
survey found, almost half of the nation’s working musicians are 
earning less than $15,000 a year in an industry where income 
insecurity and chronic undervaluation are commonplace.
“Arts institutions, such as the WA Ballet and WASO must uphold 
their responsibility to support artists and maintain the tradition of 
live music.”
PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the Tasmanian Coalition Rockliff 
government. The Australian Education Union has condemned 
Rockliff’s cuts to TasTAFE, warning they will undermine skills, jobs, 
and access to education across the state.
A resolution of the National TAFE Council Executive Annual 
General Meeting formally condemned the government’s ongoing 
funding cuts, privatisation, and restructuring.
AEU Federal President Correna Haythorpe said the planned $45 
million in cuts to TasTAFE represents a direct attack on public 
vocational education and the Tasmanian communities that rely on 
it.
“TasTAFE is essential to Tasmania’s economic future and social 
equity. It is a critical public institution that underpins skills develop-
ment, workforce participation, and social equity across Tasmania,” 
Haythorpe said.
“These cuts are already reducing course availability, putting jobs 
at risk, and limiting access for students, especially in regional and 
disadvantaged communities.”
“We want a guarantee that public investment supports public provi-
sion, not private for-profit providers.”
AEU Tasmania President David Genford said the Rockliff gov-
ernment’s actions were already being felt across the state, and 
represented “an attack on our community’s future.”
“The slashing of courses, the sacking of teachers and staff, and 
the scrapping of course subsidies are direct consequences of this 
Coalition government. Staff are asking, ‘Is my industry next?’ That 
level of uncertainty is devastating for the workforce and for the 
students who rely on them.”
“TasTAFE is not just an education provider, it is a pillar of our com-
munity. Unlike private providers that often prioritise profit, TasTAFE 
delivers high-quality, accredited training that meets the needs of 
workers and communities.”

Denis Doherty

Former colleagues of Hannah Middleton from 
the Sydney Peace Foundation have set up schol-
arships named after her at the University of 
Timor Leste for students from around Timor 
Leste to study at the University.  

During her life, Hannah Middleton was very active 
around the issues of the day basing her work on her 
natural love of humanity and her deep belief in the 
ideology of the Communist Party. Regarding Timor 
Leste, Hannah and some others occupied the office of 
Prime Minister Paul Keating, staying in his rooms and 
refusing to move for some hours till she was removed 
by police. In the ensuring court case Hannah and her 
co-accused were defended by Stuart Littlemore QC a 
celebrity barrister and broadcaster. He argued that 
based on the UN declaration that there was a right 
to express political opinions in a public place. The 
PM’s waiting room was a public place therefore the 
accused were innocent.  The magistrate agreed and 
all were free to go! 

There were many events and actions to push for-
ward the independence of Timor Leste conducted by 

Hannah and the Party in the period leading up to its 
independence.

The University of Timor Leste held a seminar in 
July of last year ‘Memorial Seminar Honouring Dr. 
Hannah Middleton - A life of solidarity and struggle 
– remembering Dr. Hannah Middleton’s contribution 
to Timor Leste’s independence.’  

The University of Timor Leste and the Peace foun-
dation have organised a scholarship in her honour as 
well. This scholarship, for students at the University 
of Timor-Leste’s Institute for Peace, Conflict and 
Social Studies (IPACSS), underscores the importance 
of peace building to enhance the social, cultural and 
economic development in this young nation.

Professor Stuart Rees donated the inaugural schol-
arship and on 17 March the Rotary Club of Sydney held 
a ceremony and dinner to announce that they were 
donating three Dr Hannah Middleton scholarships.  
Party members and friends can donate to the 
scholarships as well. You can find more information at 
sydneypeacefoundation.org.au/honouring-dr-hannah-
middleton/... and can donate at hannah-middleton-
scholarship.raiselysite.com/  

Former General 
Secretary 

honoured – Dr 
Hannah Middleton 

scholarships

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Mao5CL7EwMfmPzjmRSBfqSy9S-X?domain=sydneypeacefoundation.org.au/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Mao5CL7EwMfmPzjmRSBfqSy9S-X?domain=sydneypeacefoundation.org.au/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/NFPqCMwGxOtR5nORqSkhnS8beky?domain=hannah-middleton-scholarship.raiselysite.com/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/NFPqCMwGxOtR5nORqSkhnS8beky?domain=hannah-middleton-scholarship.raiselysite.com/
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Unions representing hundreds of 
workers at Liberty Bell Bay have 
called on the Tasmanian and federal 
governments to move urgently to 
guarantee workers’ wages, after the 
site’s administrator told 181 workers 
to take leave without pay next week 
or be sacked.

216 workers at the strategically vital 
manganese smelter received the chilling 
ultimatum at 10am with only 35 workers 
to be kept on.

Administration is expected to run for 
months before any sale. The administrator 
only has funding to deliver all workers their 
wages until 24 April. The administrator could 
not identify how long workers would be on 
leave without pay.

Bell Bay Joint Unions – the Australian 
Workers’ Union (AWU), Mining and Energy 
Union (MEU), Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) and Communica-
tions, Electrical and Plumbing Union (CEPU) 
– said it is now time for the Tasmanian and 
federal governments to step in and safeguard 
workers’ wages.

“We are calling on Tasmanian Pre-
mier Jeremy Rockcliff and Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese get these workers paid 
– otherwise by the time this site is ready to 
resume production there’ll be no-one to run 
it,” said AWU Assistant National Secretary 
Chris Donovan.

“Like a lot of families, these workers 
live paycheque to paycheque, they just can’t 
absorb weeks of no income, they’ll have to 

move on and find new jobs or leave the area,” 
Donovan said. 

“Buyers are interested because this is a 
going concern. But without workers it’s not a 
smelter, it’s just a building and a pile of ore. 
Securing wages is a crucial step to keeping 
this operation alive while a sale is finalised.”

“The whole site is dangerously close to 
collapse.”

MEU General President Grahame Kelly 
said that the announcement proves Tasma-
nian and federal government intervention 
is critical. 

“One month ago, workers at Tahmoor 
Colliery were told they could only retain their 
employment if they agreed to go unpaid. The 
same ultimatum was levelled at Bell Bay 
workers. It’s now undeniable that the fallout 

of the collapsing GFG empire is a national 
crisis demanding the attention of state and 
federal governments,” Kelly said. 

“Workers cannot be expected to pay the 
price for an overseas billionaire’s financial 
mismanagement. The government is not 
responsible for this economic vandalism, 
but they do have a duty to avert potential 
economic disaster.” 

The smelter is the fifth largest of its kind 
outside China, with its manganese output a 
vital ingredient to Australian-made steel and 
other metal products. It plays a critical role 
in Australia’s industrial ecosystem, supplying 
manganese to the Port Kembla and Whya-
lla steelworks and supporting hundreds of 
additional jobs across Northern Tasmania.
Bell Bay Joint Unions  

Unions call on Tasmanian, 
Australian governments to back 

Liberty Bell Bay workers

A broad coalition of Austral-
ian community organisations 
has called on the federal gov-
ernment to introduce a gas 
export tax and reform hous-
ing tax breaks in the 2026 
federal budget.

A joint statement, signed by 
more than 50 organisations includ-
ing ACOSS, Foodbank Australia, 
Jesuit Social Services, National 
Shelter, Single Mother Families 
Australia Inc, People with Disability 
Australia, and the Public Health 
Association of Australia, has called 
for a 25% levy on exported gas and 

reform of capital gains tax and 
negative gearing. 

The measures are contained in 
ACOSS’ 2026 budget submission 
which also calls for a significant 
increase to income support and 
home energy upgrades to all social 
housing and private rentals. 

“People on the lowest incomes 
are skipping meals, delaying med-
ical care and rationing energy 
just to get by. Frontline services 
are operating at capacity, facing 
growing demand and increasingly 
complex needs. Current policy set-
tings are not meeting the needs of 

our communities – it’s clear that 
significant and sustained public 
investment is essential,” said 
ACOSS CEO Dr Cassandra Goldie.

“These measures could raise 
tens of billions of dollars each 
year to support investment in First 
Nations self-determination and 
raising the rate of social security, 
as well as social and affordable 
housing, community services, 
disaster resilience, and renewa-
ble energy.”

A 25% levy on exported gas 
could raise up to $17 billion annu-
ally, ensuring people in Australia 

receive a fairer return from their 
natural resources. 

“Australia is the world’s second 
largest gas exporter, yet govern-
ments collect taxes at far lower rates 
than other resource-rich nations 
like Qatar,” said Dr Goldie. 

“Halving the capital gains tax 
discount and ending negative gear-
ing would generate an estimated 
$20 billion over the first four years 
and significantly more over time, 
while easing pressure on the hous-
ing market.”

ACOSS’s budget submission 
argues that Australia must invest 

more in essential services and 
income supports. 

“Australia’s public revenue is 
about $100 billion per year below 
the OECD average, with 27 of the 38 
OECD countries collecting more tax 
than what we do,” said Dr Goldie. 
“We are also the 5th lowest in the 
OECD for public spending. We 
clearly have the capacity to raise 
more money and invest it where 
it’s needed.”
Australian Council of Social 
Service  

Community sector calls for  
gas levy, housing reform

Unions representing over 
30,000 Qantas employees 
have condemned the airline’s 
corporate greed, saying the 
$2.4 billion underlying profit 
margin is built on the back of 
an underpaid, disrespected 
workforce, and it’s long over-
due workers received their 
fair share.

Six unions, including the Aus-
tralian Manufacturing Workers’ 
Union (AMWU), Australian Work-
ers’ Union (AWU), the Electrical 
Trades Union (ETU), the Transport 
Workers’ Union (TWU), the Aus-
tralian Services Union (ASU) and 
the Flight Attendants’ Association 
of Australia (FAAA) say the 28% 
leap in net profits comes in the face 
of illegal sackings, threats to work-
ers, cruel bargaining tactics, and a 
blanket refusal to negotiate fairly. 

Time and time again, Qantas 

shows consistently how it puts 
profits before people and where 
the company’s true priorities lie. 
Its appalling track record of price 
gouging and phantom flights 
towards its customers is equally 
reflected towards its workforce. 

Recently Qantas was fined a 
historic $90 million for illegally 
outsourcing 1,800 ground work-
ers, and was criticised by judge 
Michael Lee as an “aggressive” 
company driven by greed. Qantas 
employees were sent an apology by 
CEO Vanessa Hudson, claiming the 
airline was “committed to building 
a workplace where workers feel 
supported, respected, and valued.” 

However, just one day later, 
in bargaining with the Qantas 
Engineers’ Alliance (made up of 
the AMWU, AWU, and ETU), 
Qantas threatened to remove the 
back pay of more than a thousand 

engineering workers, sending 
through a rejected offer back to 
vote. Qantas engineers remain the 
lowest paid in their industry, having 
experienced multiple wage freezes 
over the years. Qantas engineers are 
fighting to have their skills behind 
Qantas’ world-leading safety record 
valued and recognised. 

Similarly, thousands of ASU 
members in Qantas’ service sector 
remain some of the lowest paid 
at the airline. Workers across 
check-in, call centres and freight 
operations have been seeking struc-
tural changes at Qantas to address 
pay disparity for its largely femi-
nised services-orientated workforce. 
Meanwhile, thousands of FAAA 
members working in cabin crew 
have been locked in bargaining.
Australian Manufacturing Workers’ 
Union  

Qantas workers ‘angry and disgusted’

Naarm/Melbourne’s Community Radio 
3CR has long hosted Beyond the Bars, 
a weekly radio show for prisoners. 

The Beyond the Bars team are now 
leading a new program, Breaking Through 
dedicated to Aboriginal people experiencing 
incarceration or post release. The new weekly 
program will highlight the difficult issues 

faced by incarcerated Aboriginal people 
more broadly and create a community to 
stay connected with loved ones on the inside.

The Guardian supports 3CR, particu-
larly the Sunday morning Alternative News 
show. Readers around Australia and indeed 
the world can check it out at 3CR.org.au  

New show alert! The Guardian encourages readers to donate 
to the 3CR Radiothon. 3CR is a Melbourne 
Community Radio station, but anyone 
can hear its programs via podcast. If you 
donate, please nominate ‘Alternative News’ 
as the show you support.

Photo: pxhere (CC0)



6   4 May 2026� Guardian

Marcus Browning

The Australian Lawyers Alliance 
(ALA) has welcomed the decision of 
the New South Wales Court of Appeal 
to strike down a NSW government 
law, passed in the wake of the Bondi 
massacre, which meant that protes-
tors could not march for up to three 
months after the attack in areas des-
ignated by police.

The law was challenged by three activ-
ist groups – the Blak Caucus, the Palestine 
Action Group, and Jews Against the Occu-
pation ’48 – in January. The Court found 
the law impermissibly burdens the implied 
constitutional right to freedom of communi-
cation on government and political matters.

ALA spokesperson Greg Barns said the 
Alliance welcomed the Court’s decision 
because the laws represented a knee jerk 
reaction by the New South Wales govern-
ment to the Bondi attack.

“Laws that effectively ban protest and 
other forms of freedom of expression, or 
which severely curtail them, are in most 
cases anathema to a democratic society,” 
said Barns.

“Like the federal government’s hate 
speech laws, these laws were drafted in a 
hurry and did not allow for genuine con-
sultation. When dealing with human rights 
law-making, this should never be the case.

“The case demonstrates yet again the 
need for a national human rights charter that 
would prevent governments from passing 
anti-free speech laws.”

BACKGROUND
The law, which passed in NSW Parlia-

ment in December 2025, allowed the Police 
Commissioner to issue “Public Assembly 
Restriction Declarations” (PARD) to pro-
hibit public assemblies in designated areas. 
Assemblies subject to such declarations were 
deemed unauthorised by default, granting 
police broad discretionary powers.

On 9 February around 10,000 people 
gathered in Sydney to protest Israeli Presi-
dent, Isaac Herzog’s visit, demanding justice 
and accountability. Protestors were met with 
excessive, unnecessary and disproportionate 
force by NSW police, resulting in multiple 
arrests and injuries. Those targeted included 
members of already marginalised communi-
ties, including First Nations Peoples, Muslim 
worshippers and leaders, elderly, and youth 
protestors.

These anti-protest laws form part of a 
broader global erosion of freedom of expres-
sion in recent years. In Australia, this has 
included restrictions on protest locations, 
expanded police powers, and attempts to 

ban certain political expressions across New 
South Wales, WA, Queensland and Victoria.

The NSW Council for Civil Liberties “cel-
ebrated” the Court of Appeal’s decision to 
strike down the Public Assembly Restriction 
Declaration powers. This ruling confirms 
that the Minns Labor government’s rushed, 
draconian laws were unconstitutional.

The Council said that for the past several 
months, the NSW government and NSW 
Police have knowingly wielded unconstitu-
tional powers to harass and silence citizens 
protesting peacefully. Under the PARD 
laws, the Police Commissioner was granted 
unprecedented authority to unilaterally block 
authorised assemblies with zero transparency. 

Police declarations to ban protests were 
made with no requirement for community 
consultation, and bypassed the processes 
originally designed to assist organisations 
to communicate with police when arranging 
demonstrations. 

The government used the horrifying 
attack against the Jewish community in 
Bondi to push a repressive agenda against a 
legitimate right to assembly. They operated 
under the false premise that social cohe-
sion can be prosecuted into existence and 

deliberately pursued the chilling effect of 
these laws that pushed citizens dissenting 
against unjust governments to the margins, 
disproportionately affecting First Nations and 
the Palestine solidarity movement. 

In a statement, the Council said: “The 
decision is a victory. However, the NSWCCL 
remains alarmed at the blatant attempts 
of the Minns Labor government to restrict 
democratic freedoms. Rushing legislation 
through under the cloak of night is a hall-
mark of this government. Without protec-
tions like a Human Rights Act in NSW, there 
is nothing but committed members of the 
civil society community stopping them from 
attempting to revive these unconstitutional 
powers under a different name tomorrow.”

Amnesty International Australia also 
welcomed the Court’s decision to strike down 
the law passed by the NSW Parliament that 
posed a serious threat to fundamental civil 
and political rights.

Amnesty noted the legislation had been 
rushed through Parliament in response to 
the Bondi terrorist attack without being 
subject to scrutiny, granting police expanded 
powers to restrict marches and enabling 
the arbitrary and state-sanctioned violence 

against protestors, as seen in the police 
brutality at the rally against the visit of the 
Israeli president.

“Amnesty International Australia thanks 
the plaintiffs for bringing this judicial 
challenge, and for affirming that knee-jerk 
responses by governments that crackdown 
on fundamental rights have no place in a 
democracy,” Mohamed Duar, Amnesty Inter-
national Australia’s Occupied Palestinian 
Territory spokesperson said.

“The right to protest is protected under 
international law. This decision is a signif-
icant win for civil and political rights, par-
ticularly for the hundreds of thousands of 
Australians who have taken to the streets to 
demand an end to Israel’s genocide against 
Palestinians in Gaza, an end to the brutal, 
unlawful occupation and apartheid regime.”

The law is one of several anti-protest laws 
that have been struck down by the courts in 
recent years. Amnesty International Australia 
urges state governments with similar laws 
to repeal them and instead protect people’s 
right to protest and that repressive laws 
introduced by governments around the world 
that restrict protest must be rejected.  

Draconian anti-protest law 
dumped

March for Humanity – Sydney Harbour Bridge taken over by a rally for peace and justice in Gaza, August 2025. Photo: MUA

D Clive

The 2026 South Austral-
ian state election resulted 
in the predictable outcome 
of a majority for Labor with 
Peter Malinauskaus securing 
a second term as premier of 
the state.

Labor is sitting comfortably 
with a majority at 34 lower house 
seats.

The Liberal Party, given the 
tumultuous past few years of 
internal fighting and the ongoing 
rift within the Coalition, has had 
a significant -16.8% swing against 
them,  securing only five seats and 
18.9% of the vote.

The big news coming out of 
this election and what is likely to 
be a sign of things to come both 
in other state elections and in the 

next federal election is that Pauline 
Hanson’s One Nation (PHON) has 
increased their percentage of the 
overall vote from 2.6% to 22.8%.

This has been attributed by 
many analysts to the vacuum left by 
the decline of the Liberal/National 
Coalition, leaving only centre-right 
minor parties and PHON to fill the 
void. While this may be partly true , 
there are other, much more sinister 
and systemic issues at play.

One factor is the ongoing crisis 
of the global imperialist system and 
the declining material conditions 
felt by working class Australians 
who are led not towards progress, 
but goaded towards the forces of 
reaction by the very forces causing 
the issues in the first place.

Many One Nation voters are 
working class folk who rightly feel 
disenfranchised by the capitalist 

political system but lack, due to 
no fault of their own, the class 
consciousness and scientific anal-
ysis to recognise the real causes of 
the problem.

This leads them directly into the 
hands of PHON who are backed by 
the ruling capitalist class to set the 
stage for fascistic “social revolution” 
in order to temporarily stabilise 
the decaying system through the 
scapegoating of minorities, immi-
grants, and the increasing return 
of red scare era anti-communist 
propaganda. The backing is blatant, 
as evidenced by the frequent use 
of mining mogul Gina Rhinehart’s 
private jet by Pauline Hanson. 

PHON continues to use bread-
and-butter issues such as the cost of 
living and housing crisis to directly 
target the Australian working class. 
Instead of offering real, long-term 

solutions, Hanson’s party tries to 
pin the blame on the easiest tar-
gets to deflect blame away from 
the ruling class and towards other 
struggling workers.

Karl Marx’s adage remains as 
true as ever, “history repeats, first 
as tragedy, then as farce.”

While these results are very 
concerning, there some hope can 
be found in with the newly-formed 
SA Socialists polling in at around 
7% in the electorates of both can-
didates – highlighting the growing 
rise of not only the far right who 
have the backing of the big capi-
talists and media conglomerates 
alike, but the growing desire for 
a progressive alternative to the 
mainstream parties. What is needed 
are stronger left-wing alternatives 
that can empower the working 
class towards their own salvation 

through collective organisation and 
action, both within and without the 
electoral system.

The role in these situations for 
Communists is to intervene and 
offer the working class, real and 
genuine materialist solutions to 
the problems that we face, and to 
unite the working class against the 
forces of reaction.

As both the international and 
domestic situation continues to 
decline, the need has never been 
stronger to build a new popular 
front against fascism and to build 
coalitions of resistance against the 
forces of reaction that will stop at 
nothing to maintain their power 
and prevent the rise of a real left 
movement – the workers united 
will never be defeated.  

Analysis: South Australian State election
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Flotilla bound  
for Gaza

MB
As we go to press, news has 
come in that the Flotilla has been 
intercepted by Israeli forces. More on 
this next issue. 
The Sumud Flotilla is sail-
ing again, bigger than ever, 
because children in Gaza are 
being bombed and starved, 
while food, medicine and aid 
is being deliberately blocked 
by Israel. While a “ceasefire” 
was announced five months 
ago, the bombardment never 
stopped and more than 680 
people have been killed since. 
Fourteen Australians are 
aboard the Global Sumud Flo-
tilla set sail from Italy, bound 
for Gaza to deliver critical aid

This flotilla will be the largest 
humanitarian maritime mission 
in history involving over 80 boats 
attempting to break Gaza’s naval 
blockade and deliver 500 tonnes 
of aid.

The 14 Australians include 
Indigenous and Jewish Austral-
ians, as well as climate activists. 

The previous Sumud Flotilla in 
October 2025 resulted in seven 
Australians being detained and 
mistreated by Israeli forces in 
international waters.

Ethan Floyd, a Sydney stu-
dent and Wiradjuri, Ngiyampaa 
and Wailwan man who is aboard 
the flotilla said: “Our government 
sends components used in weapons 
systems that are killing innocent 
Palestinians. That means we are 
not separate from this. If harm 
is being done in our name, then 
it’s up to ordinary Australians to 
act. I’m sailing because civilians 
deserve food, medicine, and the 
chance to live.”

Zack Schofield, climate activist 
from Newcastle, also aboard the 
flotilla said: “When a country our 
government calls a ‘mate’ delib-
erately traps and starves children 
in Palestine, citizens will stand 
up. Delivering aid is not a crime. 
Blocking aid is.”

“We have no illusion that this 
journey will be safe. We’re calling on 
the Australians back home to sup-
port the flotilla by putting pressure 

on the Australian government to 
end our complicity in the genocide, 
and protect the 14 Aussies sailing in 
the Global Sumud Flotilla.”

Flotilla participants and organ-
isers are calling on Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese and 
Foreign Minister Senator Penny 
Wong to formally notify Israel that 
Australian citizens are aboard the 
flotilla and must not be harmed.

Anny Mokotow, Melbourne aca-
demic, grandmother and member 
of “Jews Against the Occupation 
48” said: “As a child of Holocaust 
survivors, I was taught never to 
look away from injustice – that 
‘never again’ means never again 
for everyone. Children are being 
starved. Aid is being blocked. As a 
Jew, I refuse to let my identity be 
used to justify this. Let Palestinians 
live. Let aid flow.”

Family of the participants and 
flotilla organisers are calling on 
Penny Wong, Australian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, to formally 
notify Israel that Australian citizens 
are aboard the flotilla and must be 
kept safe.  

The plunder of West 
Papua – a Marxist view

Graham Holton

The Indonesian province of West Papua, the western half of 
New Guinea, is a classic example of Marxist dependency the-
ory, in which the region occupies a peripheral position in global 
capitalism. The raw materials extracted from the periphery 
(West Papua) create the profits accumulated at the core (US, 
Europe, and global financial centres) leaving the region under-
developed. Capitalist extraction depends on state power. In 
West Papua the Indonesian state grants mining concessions, 
the military forces protect infrastructure, and dissent is often 
suppressed. The state acts as “the executive committee of the 
ruling class” ensuring resource flows continue to developed 
countries. 

Marxist ecological theory maintains that capitalism disrupts 
the natural relationship between society and the environment. 
Environmental damage in West Papua is illustrated by the 
rivers absorbing mining tailings, rainforests are cleared for plan-
tations, and ecosystems are degraded without corporations 
paying the full ecological costs. 

Global capitalism demands minerals for industry and tech-
nology. Major resource extraction in West Papua, is driven 
by international and state-owned enterprises carrying out oil 
and gas production, and the extraction of copper, gold, nickel, 
timber, and palm oil. These operations, heavily protected by 
Indonesian security forces, have resulted in deforestation, 
environmental damage, and the displacement of indigenous 
communities. West Papua’s copper and nickel are needed 
for electronics, renewable energy infrastructure, and military 
technology.

The Grasberg Mine, run by Freeport McMoRan (USA), it is 
one of the largest copper and gold mines on earth. The mine 
has caused massive environmental degradation and caused 
serious social conflict. BP operates the Tangguh Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) facility in Bintuni Bay. Eni Oil (Italy) and 
Genting Oil (Malaysia) are involved in oil and gas production. 
PT Vale Indonesia (Brazil/Indonesia) are involved in nickel 
mining. Other actors include the German company Ferrostaal. 
PT Anugerah Sakti Internusa is a subsidiary of the Indonusa 
Agromulia Group, which owns major palm oil concessions in 
South Sorong.

The social cost of this resource extraction has impacted local 
communities, society and the environment. The true social cost 
of this  plunder includes deep and lasting harm to Indigenous 
societies, cultures and wellbeing, at a scale that far outweighs 
the financial revenues generated by extraction. Indigenous 
communities are being forced off ancestral territories to make 
way for mining, plantations and infrastructure, breaking social 
cohesion and undermining traditional lifestyles. Loss of forests 
and hunting and fishing grounds leads to food insecurity as 
traditional sources of food and medicine are destroyed. Large 
areas of customary land have been leased to corporations, with 
limited compensation or involvement of local peoples in the 
decision-making. 

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) consistently highlight 
a pattern in which corporate and state-led resource extraction 
in West Papua is linked to severe environmental degradation, 
including deforestation and ecosystem disruption. NGO, civ-
il-society and advocacy groups have documented the social, 
environmental and human cost of resource extraction and land 
grabbing in West Papua. Their reports highlight concerns about 
Indigenous rights, environmental destruction, and corporate 
and government practices. 

West Papuans refute the 1969 ‘Act of Free Choice’ that 
proclaimed West Papua as Indonesian territory. Since the Indo-
nesian takeover as many as 500,000 West Papuans have been 
killed. West Papuan resistance movements are anti-colonial 
and anti-capitalist struggles over control of natural resources. 
Indigenous environmental systems can represent an alternative 
to capitalist exploitation of natural resources.Photo: Global Sumud Italia FaceBook

GREEN NOTES
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The CC International Department of the Com-
munist Party of Australia (CPA) held a series 
of productive diplomatic meetings led by Com-
rade General Secretary Andrew Irving, Party 
National President Vinnie Molina, Deputy 
General Secretary Elizabeth Hulm, long-time 
peace activist and former CC member Romina 
Beitseen, International Department member 
Andy Carruthers, and leading members of the 
Canberra Branch. Part of the purpose of these 
meetings was information-sharing between 
our respective fraternal parties in the wake 
of the successful CPA 15th Congress and pub-
lic release of the CPA Political Resolution.

Cuba: Representatives met for the first time with 
Ambassador Gilma Moreira Lino and exchanged 
greetings between the fraternal Communist Party of 
Cuba (PCC) and the CPA. Comrades and brothers and 
sisters in struggle, we are hitting the ground running 
together with a pragmatic and practical approach to 
Cuban solidarity, working on a number of upcoming 
events and exciting initiatives in conjunction with the 
Australia-Cuba Friendship Societies (ACFS) to end the 
genocidal blockade and put a stop to US terrorisation 
of Cuba and oppressed peoples of the world. Working 
with CPA youth in universities, and bringing onto the 
table fraternal militant unions are a priority in the 
next period as we seek to defend Cuba in one of the 
most difficult periods of its revolution.

China: the relationship between the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), the Chinese Embassy and the 
CPA is deep and traditional. Both our respective par-
ties were founded at the beginning of the 1920s, and 
though our conditions are very different, what binds 
us together are long periods of class struggle. Both 
parties have held high the great banner of socialism 
through difficult times. Minister Li Fianjie hosted 
the delegation.

Discussions were had about the international situa-
tion, the urgent need for peace and global cooperation 
in dangerous times, and how to strengthen informa-
tion exchange between parties. The CPA reaffirmed its 
determination to tell the real story about the success 
of China’s socialist democratic system, the role of the 
CPC and the CPC leadership with Comrade Xi Jinping 
at the core, and the importance of understanding the 
Chinese version of Marxism-Leninism and its con-
crete development successes for the Chinese people.

Vietnam: Not long after the successful completion 
of Vietnam’s 14th National Congress and the election 
of To Lam to the Presidency, the meeting between 
the CPA and the Vietnam Embassy, represented by 
Minister Counsellor Nghiem Xuan Hoa, was a fruitful 
exchange of thoughts. Further Party-to-Party meet-
ings have been proposed. Vietnam’s extraordinary 
socialist development story is one that needs to be 
more comprehensively understood.

Vietnam, and the pioneering Communist Party of 
Vietnam (CPV), have entered a new era, throwing off 
the chains of bureaucracy and strengthening capa-
bility across multiple areas, including foreign policy, 
high-quality production and cultural development. 
Andrew Irving noted that the CPA was one of first to 
investigate the socialist Doi Moi (“Renovation”) policy 
when it emerged in 1986. Doi Moi and a combination 
of socialist methods have contributed to new social 
production-relations that are currently emerging in 
Vietnam’s new era of socialist development following 
the 14th Congress.

Laos: the CPA accepted a warm invitation from 
the Embassy. Respected comrade Minister Counsel-
lor Si Souk noted that the 12th Congress of the Laos 
People’s Revolutionary Party (LPRP) has been suc-
cessfully completed. Laos, the most recently-formed 
Marxist-Leninist country, is a socialist success story.
Few know it has the highest home ownership rate in 
the world, an enviable transport network, even by 
Australian standards, and many achievements both 
cultural, social and economic. Further Party-to-Party 
exchange has been proposed.

Palestine: members of the Canberra Branch 
accepted a kind invitation to meet the new Ambas-
sador from the Embassy of the State of Palestine, 
His Excellency Dr Amjad Abu El Ezz. Productive 
discussions were had. Despite the fact that Australia 
has recognised the State of Palestine, this has not 
been reflected in action – the Ambassador has not 
received credentials as yet, and the Embassy is not 
recognised. Further actions are proposed to ensure 
that the Australian government follows its words 
with actions. Areas that require urgent attention are 
terrorist attacks by settlers and  financial theft by 
Israel against the Palestinian Authority. More coop-
eration between the Palestinian side and Australian 
unions is also proposed, as well as other concrete 
actions to raise consciousness of the genocide and 
its consequences.  

CPA diplomatic visits
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Graham Holton

The Hammer-and-Sickle origi-
nally appeared in revolutionary 
art and posters in Russia. Yevg-
eny Kamzolkin, credited as one 
of the design artists, used the 
motif in May Day decorations 
in Moscow in 1918. The motif 
was officially incorporated 
into the state emblem and flag 
of the Soviet Union in 1922 at 
the First Congress of Soviets 
of the USSR. 

The Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir 
Lenin, wanted a clear visual symbol 
of Marxist theory; that history is 
driven by class struggle and that 
workers and peasants together could 
overthrow capitalism and feudalism. 
It was designed to represent the 
political alliance at the centre of Bol-
shevik ideology – industrial workers 
and peasants. The Hammer stood 
for the urban industrial working 
class and the Sickle, the rural peas-
antry. Together, they symbolised 
unity between these two classes in 
building a socialist society. The Red 
Banner represents the revolution 
and the blood of workers. 

The symbol is used around the 
world, with variants such as the 
Democratic Republic of North Korea, 
which has a calligraphy brush sym-
bolising the intellectuals along with 
the hammer and sickle, or Angola 
which has a cog for industry crossed 
with a machete for rural workers.

The Hammer-and-Sickle has had 
a long history in Australia. For over 
100 years it has appeared in May Day 
marches, labour demonstrations, 
political movements, labour culture, 
and public meetings. It remains the 
most recognisable symbol of com-
munism worldwide. 

The symbol was adopted by 
the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia (CPA) and used on party 

publications, banners, and badges. 
The ‘HammSic,’ as some party 
members call it, was the central 
visual symbol of the Party, used in 
its ideological alignment with the 
global communist movements, on 
The Workers’ Weekly, pamphlets, 
and membership publications. It 
was used prominently in May Day 
marches and labour demonstrations 
to signal revolutionary politics and 
class unity. For the CPA, the symbol 
expressed its core strategy: alliance 
of industrial workers and rural 
labourers/shearers. 

It appeared in strikes and pro-
tests during the Great Depression, 
and gained legitimacy during World 
War II, when Britain and Australia 
aligned with the USSR against Nazi 
Germany. During the Cold War the 
CPA, despite authorities targeting it 
during anti-communist campaigns, 
used the symbol in election posters 
and how-to-vote cards. The symbol 
became a target for anti-communist 
sentiment during attempts to ban 
the party under Prime Minister 
Robert Menzies, and the Austral-
ian Communist Party Dissolution 
Bill 1950. Though the bill initially 
passed, the anti-democratic ban was 
struck down by the High Court and 
was later rejected in a referendum. 
Displaying the Hammer-and-Sickle 
during this period attracted surveil-
lance and social stigma.

In the 1960s and 1970s the 
symbol was prominent in protest 
and counterculture Anti-Vietnam 
War protests, radical student move-
ments, and trade union activism. Its 
anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist 
message continued after the breakup 
of the USSR in 1991. Today the Ham-
mer-and-Sickle remains the symbol 
of the CPA, symbolising workers’ 
solidarity, socialist tradition, and 
May Day.  

The CPA’s Hammer and Sickle

Allister S

“It’s not worth the energy.” 
The fight to unionise in retail 
is hard. If it were easy, it’d 
already be done. It often feels 
like a hopeless, uphill battle 
full of setbacks and disap-
pointment. When you’re not 
fighting management, you’re 
fighting statutory regulators 
to take you seriously. 

When you’re talking to cow-
orkers about their issues, or even 
if you get a union sign-up, the 
threat of our high turnover rates 
is always looming over our heads. 
They could be gone in the next 
few months – then you’re back at 
square one. In this industry, the 

sentiment of “that’s just the way 
it is” is palpable; it’s absolutely 
everywhere. But the fight is worth 
it as much as it is hard.

Retail and Fast Food workers 
are often placed on a low rung in 
society, and that’s exactly why we 
should fight with all we’ve got. 
Petbarn, where I work, is probably 
one of the more wholesome retail 
gigs, as far as jobs go. We see dogs 
every day, and most of the product 
knowledge is interesting. Once, I 
helped take a photo of a pug in a 
pumpkin costume for Halloween 
(delightful!). 

Daily, however, we’re also 
handling 15kg+ bags of seed and 
kibble, dealing with unpredictable 
dogs, and expected to learn and 

retain significant knowledge on all 
animals, nutrition, and well being. 
Some of us have come from vet clin-
ics and are trained as vet nurses. 
We have to clean up everything. 
And all for minimum award wages.

When our store got Health 
and Safety (HSR) reps elected, we 
were the first to get them in the 
company, Australia-wide. Most 
of us had reported back-strain 
and we were getting hurt. When 
our HSRs brought our concerns 
about manual handling to manage-
ment,we received two ergonomic, 
safety trolleys that remain at a com-
fortable height for trial in our store. 
Since these trolleys were brought in 
(although they’re not perfect), we’ve 
barely had one incident relating to 

our backs or shoulders. When we 
had a significant rat problem in 
2024, we asked what was going to 
be done about it. Rodents pose a 
health risk to staff and customers, 
and fundamentally, we deserve a 
safe workplace. 

Because we fought, the rat 
problem was solved within a few 
months by introducing a temporary 
storage container to house our most 
targeted merchandise and allocat-
ing more hours for cleaning. From 
seeing how slow management was 
to act prior to unionising to how 
they act now when we have an issue 
is night and day. We’d been asking 
for health and safety issues to be 
fixed for years before we got HSRs. 
We also know that other stores 

around us are facing very similar 
problems, and they’re not getting 
their issues solved. WE solved these 
issues by uniting and demanding 
that we deserve a safe workplace, 
highlighting the common union 
saying, “If we don’t fight, we lose.” 
However, mine is one store out of 
hundreds across the country. We 
know that this potential is in every 
one of us.

We do all the work. We all 
deserve respect, and we all deserve 
a safe workplace. That is why we 
fight. It’s a long, hard road ahead 
of us, but it’s worth the energy and 
always will be. 
Retail And Fast Food Workers’ 
Alliance  

Why we fight in retail and fast food

The combined 426 Offshore Alliance 
Australia Workers Union (AWU), Elec-
trical Trades Union (ETU), members 
at Japanese oil and gas giant INPEX 
facilities have put their shoulder to 
the wheel in voting ‘YES’ to Protected 
Industrial Action (PIA).

The Alliance has commended very 
member on their unity in backing in the 
alliance campaign for a benchmark industry 
standard Enterprise Bargaining Agreement.

Every PIA Ballot submitted by each union 
member was a secret ballot.

The ballot agency running the ballot was 

a company independent of both INPEX and 
the Union.

The 100% vote in support of PIA followed 
a 98% INPEX workforce rejection of their 
dodgy EA proposal.

Alliance members have made their 
intentions clear.

The Alliance says that oil and gas 
employer group AREEA can say what they 
like to their mates in the media about the 
state of the EBA negotiations. The work-
force have made clear the next steps in 
the EBA campaign if INPEX don’t make 
fundamental changes to their bargaining 

position and their approach to EBA 
negotiations.

On the back of a 98% rejection of INPEX’s 
sub-standard EA proposal, the Alliance 
says it has made more progress in the FWC 
Compulsory Conference it did in 6 months 
of “dysfunctional” EBA negotiations with 
INPEX.

The Alliance will continue with FWC 
facilitated negotiations until the 15 May 
with a clear understanding of INPEX getting 
Notice of Protected Industrial Action at this 
point “if we haven’t reached full agreement 
on ALL bargaining claims.”

According to the Alliance, “any involve-
ment by the AREEA peanut gallery in the 
INPEX Enterprise Agreement bargaining 
or in the public commentary on our nego-
tiations, is an almost lay down miserere 
guarantee of PIA.”

INPEX members are united, principled 
and ready to fight for a Union-negotiated 
EBA.
Offshore Alliance  

Offshore Alliance members vote for industrial action
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Internationalise!
I read Steven Katsineris’ letter (Guard-
ian #2186) and empathised with his 
experience with my own. It’s as if we 
have lived in a parallel universe and 
are now confronted by sheer depres-
sion and anxiety at the current state 
of the world.

But it needn’t be thus. What has also 
struck me (and clearly Steven) is the massive 
global upsurge around very correlated issues: 

Palestine, global warming, the yawning rift 
between the rich joy-riding in space while 
workers struggle with energy costs and home 
security, the constant threat of war and oblit-
eration from mad politicians threatening us 
all on behalf of their billionaire sponsors – all 
this is linked with capitalism and its bloody 
imperialist maw.

We shouldn’t be fretting or cowed in 
our own small enclaves. The answer is out 
there! Link up with our comrades overseas, 
organise, attack! We need to consciously 

build a world-wide ‘International’ envisaged 
by Marx, devoid of sectarianism, that builds 
a unified program and strategy to smash the 
capitalist citadel and bring peace to our lives!

First target: Trump and his criminal 
gang. Not with the pathetic passive/negative 
call for ‘No Kings!’ but instead: ‘Revolution! 
Revolution for a new, humane, peaceful and 
just society!’

Bob Treasure
President, Sydney  

Australia-Cuba Friendship Society

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Reviewer: Joel Wendland-Liu

Beginning in the spring of 1929, hun-
dreds of textile mill workers in and 
near Gastonia, North Carolina, struck 
against 60-hour workweeks, unsani-
tary living conditions, speed-ups, and 
racist job discrimination. This strug-
gle ended after brave men and women 
workers withstood several months of 
company-driven violence. 

Generally regarded as a short-term fail-
ure, the struggle led to a small reduction in 
the workday with the same pay and to an end 
of speed-ups. More importantly, it created 
a union movement that spread across the 
region and forced companies to improve 
working and living conditions. This is the 
real historical event that is retold in Gath-
ering Storm.

The reprint of Myra Page’s classic prole-
tarian novel, part of the University of North 
Carolina Press’s “Radical Souths” series, is 
welcome. Page, a southern-born teacher, 
moved to New York to attend graduate 
school after World War I. There, she became 
politically active and took a job as a labour 
organiser in the garment workers’ union. 
In 1925, she joined the Communist Party 
and later completed a Phd in anthropology. 

Her 1929 booklet Southern Cotton Mills 
and Labor was published by the Commu-
nist Party’s Labor Research Association. 
It documented conditions in the mills and 
analysed the labor movement there. Much 
of that research, along with her firsthand 
knowledge of the Party’s role in the labour 
movement in the late 1920s, served as the 
basis for Gathering Storm. The novel’s focus 
on working women’s experiences – raising 
topics of contraception and abortion, inti-
mate partner violence, the gender pay gap, 
and women’s leadership in public settings 
– establishes its feminist credentials as well.

Page’s research and labour movement 
experience yielded a remarkably detailed 
command of labour history that sets the stage 
for the novel’s main conflicts. It provides 
essential background on the segregationist 
American Federation of Labor craft unions, 
the IWW’s partial commitment to inclusion, 
and the demands for full equality and self-de-
termination by Communist-led unions in the 
late 1920s. A striking fact about the novel’s 
events is that they unfolded before the Great 
Depression and before the formation of the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO), 
the often Communist-led labour movement 
most prominently associated with the New 
Deal after 1935.

The mill workers’ atrocious living and 
working conditions are given a sharpened 
political focus by the novel’s subtitle – A 
Story of the Black Belt – a direct reference to 
racist Jim Crow practices in the US South. It 
is also a specific allusion to the Communist 
Party’s emphasis on dismantling Jim Crow 
through the labour movement’s struggle 
for full equality for workers, an extension 
of its policy on the “national question.” The 
novel’s depiction of racist lynching violence, 
job discrimination, the racist wage gap, and 
housing segregation as a structuring feature 
of US capitalist development is unique. It 

shows how white workers’ alignment with 
the racist values of the bosses leads to their 
own degradation. In Gathering Storm, union 
organisers and strikers insist that the labour 
movement’s success depends on the unity 
of Black and Euro-American workers and 
communities, requiring white communities to 
unlearn ingrained racist behaviour and ideas.

The novel’s narrative structure is 
dynamic. The opening half of the book uses a 
third-person narrator to convincingly portray 
the interior lives, personalities, and motives 
of the two major Black protagonists and the 
two major white characters. But in the latter 
portions of the novel, as the narrative shifts 
to a collective setting and the narrator rap-
idly moves from scene to scene to drive the 
plot, those interior lives begin to vanish. The 
author used this narrative strategy to show 
how the major characters overcome their 
early internal emotional and intellectual 
conflicts over the struggle for power, their 
suspicions or fears of other racial commu-
nities, and the new ideas associated with the 
communist movement.

The novel’s turn from such interior char-
acter development to a collective perspec-
tive signals the full integration of the major 
characters’ personalities. In the process, the 
focus on Black people, the conditions of their 
lives, and their role in the struggle falls to the 
margins of the story. Still, the story’s intent 
is to depict how white people overcome their 
own racism in a joint struggle for the union 
and interracial unity. The novel foregrounds 
how the Communist Party understood and 
fought racism that was systematically enacted 
through lynching terror, racist job discrimi-
nation, and super-exploitation. For example, 
Marge, impoverished by a gender pay gap, 
is astonished to learn that her Black union 
sibling, Nancy, earns about 40% less per 
week than she does, a fact that  remains in 
place when the strike is called off.
People’s World (edited for space)  

Book Review:
Gathering Storm: 

A Story of the Black Belt
by Myra Page



Guardian� 4 May 2026   11

Reviewer: Alex Hall

In the aftermath of a US pres-
ident threatening to destroy a 
civilisation overnight, Werner 
Rugemer’s Fatal Friendship 
reminds us that while the 
crude outbursts and impu-
nity of Donald Trump sound 
novel, the actual policy, and 
material reality, of today’s US 
empire is in fact long standing 
and horribly familiar.

The title is drawn from Heny 
Kissinger’s 1968 quip that “It 
may be dangerous to be America’s 
enemy, but to be America’s friend is 
fatal.” The implication throughout 
the book is that while some nations 
might resist the US, those that roll 
over are exploited all the same, and 
often more.

Rugemer’s previous work 
focuses on corporate power in 
capitalist states. Fatal Friendship 
is very reminiscent of William 
Blum’s America’s Deadliest Export, 

or any of Noam Chomsky’s histor-
ical works.

Some of the surprising facts 
evoke those revealed in Howard 
Zinn’s Peoples History of the 
United States. These authors 
were exercised initially by the US 
war in Vietnam. Rugemer takes a 
similar tack with respect to the US 
in Europe.

The US is almost the epitome 
of capitalism. The state came into 
existence through the settler-co-
lonial process of genocide, and 
benefited from commercial slavery. 
Expansion is part of the internal 
dynamics of capitalist acquisi-
tion, such that Woodrow Wilson 
insisted that the new nation must 
batter down the doors of nations 
reluctant to give access to their 
markets. Expansion and control 
were central drivers.

Both WW1 and 2 were massive 
opportunities for US capitalism 
to seize larger pieces of the pie. 
US firms would sell energy, arms, 

and supplies to both sides. The 
protagonists of the war, weakened, 
were less able to resist US condi-
tions. After WW1 the US supported 
the League of Nations, but didn’t 
join it themselves, not wanting to 
be bound like other states to its 
provisions.

After WW2, the US joined the 
United Nations, but still created 
a parallel system of treaties and 
dependent nations. The rest of the 
world got the UN. But the US also 
had their own “rules based order.”

Both the US and European 
elites were initially very receptive 
to fascism in Europe. 

US capitalists supported polit-
ically and economically Franco, 
Mussolini, and Hitler. The latter 
was trumpeted as the hammer that 
could destroy the nascent Soviet 
Union, itself an existential threat 
to the capitalist world order by 
example and by intervention.

There are significant parallels 
between WW2 policy towards 

the Soviet Union and modern US 
intervention in the Ukraine since 
1990, including preventing energy 
from Russia reaching European 
customers.

US firms supplied Germany 
throughout WW2 through branches 
in Germany or in neutral states like 
Spain. The Bank of International 
Settlements remained a conduit 
for Wall Street until 1945. US 
firms downplayed the facts of the 
holocaust.

Lend-Lease gave most Allies 
credit arrangements, the Soviet 
Union (eventually a strategic ally) a 
notable exception for credit terms.

Allied bombing in Germany 
focused on civilian areas, and 
avoided factories and industrial 
areas, some of which were either 
ripe for takeover or were already 
US investments. The Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki bombings, further 
targeted civilian rather than mil-
itary targets.

In both wars is a maelstrom 

of capitalist endeavours involving 
significant state actors, themselves 
in a revolving door between public 
office, industry, and the banks.

The OSS, forerunner to the CIA 
had as one of its main aims the 
securing of profits for US compa-
nies, and finding people to continue 
the anti-communist struggle.

Rugemer’s work is a synthesis 
of multiple sources with a roll-
er-coaster narrative of facts and 
episodes.

The allies of the US, like our 
own country, end up dominated and 
cowed. “Enemies” might actually 
fare better in the long run. Crucially, 
what we presently see from the US 
is essentially the same entity with 
the same overarching policies.

The mask changes; but the fist 
never does.
Morning Star  

Cameron Harrison

International solidarity with Cuba, a 
principle of working-class internation-
alism, continues to grow. The World 
Federation of Trade Unions’ (WFTU) 
week of action in solidarity with Cuba 
just concluded, and the international 
labour federation will continue to 
organise and mobilise its affiliates and 
members to stand in solidarity with 
Cuban workers.

Countries such as Mexico, Russia, China, 
Vietnam, and Spain have also expressed sup-
port for Cuba. More than 100 activists, trade 
unionists, and even European Parliament 
members recently arrived in Havana with half 
a million euros in humanitarian aid.

The Communist Party USA has also 
weighed in, demanding an immediate end 
to the criminal blockade and Cuba’s removal 
from the “State Sponsors of Terrorism” list. In 
the party’s May Day call, it declared: “Hands 
off Cuba! No war on Iran! Cut the military 
budget! End the forever wars! US imperialism 
must be defeated!”

“The same monopolies that drive down 
our wages and bust our unions operate inter-
nationally,” the party said. “They consciously 
pit workers of different countries against 
each other, including in wars, to maximise 
profits. Our resistance must reflect interna-
tional solidarity.”

MAY DAY AS RESISTANCE
For this May Day, the Workers’ Central 

Union of Cuba, the CTC, is invoking the legacy 
of independence hero José Martí, revolution-
ary leader Fidel Castro in his centennial year, 
and Army General Raúl Castro.

“We invite Cuba’s friends around the world 
to join us, as they do every year, in celebrating 
International Workers’ Day,” the CTC said.

“We thank them in advance for their sol-
idarity and for having the courage to share 
our fate amidst a real military threat, which, 
far from intimidating us, makes us repeat, 
with optimism and confidence in victory, the 
glorious verse of our national anthem: ‘To die 
for the Fatherland is to live.’ ”

Miguel Diaz-Canel, Cuban President echoed 
that: “If the time comes, there will be a fight, 
there will be a battle. We will defend ourselves, 
and if we must die, we will die.”

But he also held out hope for dialogue. 
“What both the American and Cuban people 
deserve is peace – a peace that allows us to 
have an atmosphere of trust, cooperation, 
collaboration, solidarity, and understanding. 
Lift the embargo, and see what we can do.”

As May Day approached, Cuban workers 
prepared to march – not in desperation, but 
in determination. The homeland, they insist, 
will be defended.
People’s World (edited for space)  

Book Review: 
Fatal Friendship: How the USA Conquered Europe

First Phase: From World War I to II
by Werner Rugemer

Losurdo’s Class Struggle: A Political 
and Philosophical History, helps to 
elucidate how Marx and Engels’ con-
ception of class struggle is far broader 
than just the fight between workers 
and capital.

In his work, Losurdo aims to overcome 
what he refers to as the “binary interpreta-
tion” of class struggle which places exclusive 
emphasis on the struggle between workers 
and capital. Instead he provides a distinction 
between the form of class struggle and the 
types of class struggle.

For this distinction, Losurdo uses the 

analogy of genus and species from biology. 
Here class struggle takes the form of a genus, 
within this genus is the species of the strug-
gle of the working class, but also struggles 
for national liberation, racial emancipation, 
and women’s emancipation. 

Across these different species of class 
struggle individuals can be  members of both 
an oppressed class and an oppressing class. A 
capitalist within Iran may be the oppressing 
class within the class struggle of the workers, 
but they take the form of an oppressed class 
within the struggle for national liberation. In 
contrast, a male worker takes the form of an 

oppressed class within the worker’s struggle 
but can be an oppressor within the struggle 
for women’s emancipation.

Marx and Engels observed this with 
the national liberation struggle in Ireland. 
The British workers formed a section of the 
oppressing class. Inside Ireland, the impor-
tant groups behind the class struggle were 
the Irish proletariat and the Irish bourgeois 
forces working together as an oppressed 
class. Rather than condemning collabora-
tion between the Irish workers and capital-
ists, Marx and Engels understood that the 
emancipation of the Irish workers required 

first the emancipation of the totality of the 
Irish people from imperialist subjugation.

We should apply a similar approach in 
our own organising. We would all surely 
prefer a nation’s government to be social-
ist, but when that nation is the victim of 
imperialist aggression, we should be happy 
to stand side by side not with only sections 
of the population but the whole nation. A 
fight for national liberation is a fight for the 
emancipation of workers.
Canberra CPA workshop  

Losurdo’s Class Struggle:  
more than just workers vs capital: 

‘Hands off Cuba!’
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JV

Europe is slowly taking a 
stance against Zelensky while 
the USA continues to pressure 
Kiev to sign a peace deal with 
Moscow.

Despite all the public state-
ments in support of Ukraine, 
many European governments are 
trying to slow down military loans 
and donations. This cost-cutting 
process began at the beginning 
of 2025. According to the Swiss 
Neue Zürcher Zeitung newspaper, 
by 2025, aid to Ukraine has been 
reduced from €3.8 billion to €1.9 
billion per month, a decline of more 
than 57 per cent. According to the 
New York Times on July of 2025 
the EU reduced monthly military 
aid even lower to €1.7 billion. 

The main reason for this slow-
down is the growing number of 
internal economic issues in Europe 
and the declining popularity of 
warmongering rhetoric among 
voters. Peace movements, rallies 
and demonstrations are starting 
to flourish in Europe. European 
politicians are constantly targeting 
populist statements and, in an effort 
to win votes, are beginning to use 
more pacifist slogans. 

Common people are not pre-
pared to risk their peaceful and 
comfortable life in the EU, nor do 
they want to expose themselves 
to the danger of any war, neither 
to direct confrontation with the 
Russian Federation. The words 
‘Stalingrad,’ ‘Eastern front,’ and 

‘Russian tanks’ are still well known 
and cause great anxiety in Germany, 
recalling how the Second World 
War ended in the rubble on the 
streets of Berlin in 1945.

Many politicians continue to 
speak out in support of Ukraine, 
while in fact ceasing and minimising 
any support of the Zelensky regime. 
Polish President Karol Nawrocki in 
his first foreign interview stated that 
“I am against Ukraine’s entry to the 
EU at the moment … .” Polish Peo-
ple’s Party (PSL) leader, Władysław 
Kosiniak-Kamysz, who serves as 
deputy prime minister and defence 
minister, warned that Ukraine must 
meet the EU’s anti-corruption and 
rule-of-law requirements before 
being allowed to join. 

Newly elected Hungarian PM 
Péter Magyar has ruled out send-
ing Hungarian troops or weapons 
to Ukraine.

Slovakian Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament, Milan Uhrik, who 
has joined the European Sovereign 
Nations Group (ESN Group) from 
the rostrum of the European Parlia-
ment, says “Enough is enough. This 
is why we oppose further support for 
Ukraine.” The ESN Group includes 
25 Members of the European Par-
liament from Germany, Hungary, 
Czechia, Lithuania, France, Bul-
garia, Slovakia, and Poland.

The Western media’s mis-
leading rhetoric about providing 
Ukraine with broad European 
support and with the EU’s armed 
forces quick accession – leads to 
nothing. 

Some voices calling for contin-
ued aid to Ukraine demonstrate 
an inability to provide that aid 
themselves.

Under the influence of Trump’s 
policy of normalising relations with 
the Russian Federation, European 
leaders have begun to pay more 
attention to obtaining direct and 
immediate financial benefits. Many 
have begun to think practically, 
striving to preserve the Western 
part of Ukraine, and are ready to 
fulfil all of Russia’s demands to 
do so.

The large-scale military support 
earlier provided to Ukraine has 
so depleted Europe’s stockpiles 
of ammunition and weapons that 
Europe has completely lost its mil-
itary potential. To restore it, large 
financial investments, scientific 
research and industrial develop-
ment are needed to produce new 
types of modern weapons. 

NATO’s dominance in the 
context of the European economic 
crisis however, as well as full energy 
dependence on the USA, makes all 
European efforts to develop and 
produce more weapons highly 
unrealistic.

The multi-billion Ukrainian 
expenditures also hit the Euro-
pean industries and seriously 
undermined European finances. 
There have been major closures 
around Europe with the motor 
vehicle sector alone cutting from 
350,000 to 150,000 jobs. Currently 
the European Union does not have 
funds that could be transferred 
to Kiev without causing financial 
harm.

At the same time due to the 
domestic crisis in the USA, the 
Federal Reserve is unwilling to 
provide Ukraine with additional 
financial support. The USA is push-
ing Europe to find new alternative 
sources of funding, including revis-
ing existing spending on health, 
education, and social security.

European politicians who advo-
cate maintaining and expanding 
social benefits are now contra-
dicting calls to direct these funds 
to other needs, namely, the needs 
of the Ukrainian government. 
Zelensky acts and profits under the 
guise of fighting the Russians. He is 
also strengthening his position in 
Ukraine by purging all his political 
opponents.

Tension with the USA as de 
facto owner and leader of NATO 
also increases pressure on Europe-
ans. Trump’s recent threat to take 
over Greenland is provoking even 
more confrontations with Europe’s 
ruling circles.

The current situation in the 
Middle East also significantly delays 
all peace negotiations and military 
support for Ukraine. Zelensky 
openly declared his support for 
Netanyahu and Trump’s bombing of 
Iran. He also said that Iran’s nuclear 
research project is unacceptable. 
The West accuses Iran of working 
to develop nuclear weapons while 
at the same time intending to fulfil 
Zelensky’s demands for a radioac-
tive “dirty bomb” from a “coalition 
of the willing.” If Ukraine acquires 
a nuclear warhead, it would also 
distance it from Europe due to the 
associated nuclear risks. 

All in all, it seems that despite 
all of Ukraine’s bold statements, 
European nations remain highly 
sceptical about Ukraine’s ability 
to become a member of the EU 
and openly host European armed 
forces on its soil.  

OP ED: Ukraine: the fading dream 
of the European Union

Ukraine flag in Kyiv. Photo: rawpixel (CC0)

Hungary’s new Prime Minister, Peter Magyar, 
says he will stop the country’s withdrawal from 
the International Criminal Court. Magyar said 
that individuals wanted by the International 
Criminal Court including Benjamin Netan-
yahu, could be arrested if they enter Hungary.

Speaking at a news conference in Budapest, Magyar 
said his team had reviewed the withdrawal process 
and would stop it before it takes effect.

The move reverses a policy advanced by outgo-
ing Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who had sought to 
withdraw Hungary from the ICC following the court’s 
warrant targeting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. The withdrawal, scheduled for 2 June, 
would have made Hungary the only European Union 
country outside the court’s jurisdiction.

Magyar made it clear that ICC membership entails 
binding legal obligations, including enforcing arrest 
warrants.

“If the country is a member of the International 
Criminal Court, and a person who is wanted by the 
court enters our territory, then that person must be 
taken into custody,” he said.

He added that this position had been communi-
cated directly to Netanyahu, who has been wanted by 
the court since 2024.

The statement marks a rare explicit commitment 
by a European leader to enforce the ICC warrant.

ICC AND GAZA GENOCIDE
The ICC warrant against Netanyahu is linked to 

war crimes committed during the ongoing Israeli 
genocide in Gaza, launched in October 2023.

According to the latest figures from Palestinian 
medical sources at least 72,336 Palestinians have 
been killed and 172,213 wounded in Gaza as of mid-
April 2026.

Medical authorities stress that thousands remain 
trapped under rubble, meaning the actual toll is likely 
higher.

Independent and UN-linked analyses indicate that 
a large majority of those killed are civilians, including 
women and children, with some estimates placing 
civilian deaths at around 70-80 per cent of the total.

Reports have also suggested that the official death 
toll may significantly undercount the true scale of fatal-
ities, including indirect deaths caused by starvation, 
disease, and the collapse of healthcare infrastructure.

The war has devastated Gaza’s civilian infrastruc-
ture, flattening entire neighbourhoods, crippling 
hospitals, and displacing the vast majority of the 
population, while humanitarian agencies continue 
to warn of catastrophic living conditions.
Palestine Chronicle  

Hungary: Magyar warns 
Netanyahu could face arrest
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Greenpeace is urging governments, includ-
ing Australia, attending the first global effort 
to phase out fossil fuels to seize the current 
energy supply crisis to accelerate a just transi-
tion to renewable energy that protects people 
and builds long-term climate and energy 
stability.

On the eve of the conference and in response 
to the US-Israel war on Iran, Greenpeace activists 
displayed a message on the beach in Santa Marta 
saying: ‘Renewables Power Peace’ and called on the 
attending countries to ‘End Fossil Fuels.’ In Australia, 
Greenpeace activists displayed a banner in front of 
the Opera House, carrying the message, ‘Oil and gas 
fuel war, renewables power peace’ while in Vanuatu, 
one of the world’s most climate-vulnerable countries, 
community members painted a message, ‘Renewables 
power peace! End fossil fuels.’

Representatives from over 50 governments, along-
side Indigenous peoples, scientists and academics, 
farmers and hundreds of civil society groups are 
attending the landmark talks in Santa Marta, Colombia.

Speaking from Santa Marta, Shiva Gounden, Head 
of Pacific at Greenpeace Australia Pacific, said: “The 
impacts on lives and livelihoods from the illegal war 
on Iran by the United States of America and Israel and 
the spiralling energy costs hitting Pacific communities 
are symptoms of the same broken system: a global 
dependence on volatile fossil fuels. The machinery 
of conflict is fuelled by the same industry choking 
our planet.

We come together in Santa Marta at an historic 
turning point. We recognise that true energy security 
cannot be built on the back of illegal wars or political 
power plays. To honour those caught in the crossfire of 
resource conflicts, we must accelerate a just transition 
to clean, sovereign renewables. This is our moment 
to choose a path of peace over a legacy of extraction, 
ensuring a safe and stable future for communities 
everywhere.”

To coincide with the First International Con-
ference on Transitioning Away from Fossil Fuels in 
Santa Marta, Greenpeace International has produced 
a policy briefing outlining the core elements of a just 
transition and the urgent, priority actions needed from 
national governments and through global co-opera-
tion to make it a reality. Greenpeace will also have a 
delegation of climate and energy policy experts on 
site in Santa Marta.

Laura Caicedo, Campaigns Coordinator at Green-
peace Colombia, said: “Colombia has everything it 
needs to lead an energy transition based on solar 
and wind power. This potential is a real opportunity 
to move toward a more just model, with community 
participation and tangible benefits for people. But for 
this to happen, we need global finance to be unlocked 
so that a national roadmap can be implemented. In a 
context of global crisis and instability, diversifying our 
energy mix is not only a climate necessity, it is key to 
strengthening the country’s economic resilience and 
reducing dependence on fossil fuels.”
Greenpeace  

JAPAN: The Japanese government has amended its 
arms export regulations (see page 14, this issue). “A deci-
sion was made to amend some of the three principles for 
arms exports. These decisions will ensure Japan’s secu-
rity in the rapidly changing security situation around our 
country. To protect peace in our country and the region, 
it is necessary to promote arms exports and enhance the 
defence capabilities of allied countries,” Chief cabinet 
Secretary Minoru Kihara said at a press conference. “Pro-
moting arms transfers [to other countries] will strengthen 
the defence industry and technological base that support 
the Self-Defense Forces’ combat capability,” he added. 

Japanese Communist Party (JCP) Chair Kazuo Shii said: 
“We must not allow Japan to be reduced to a ‘merchant of 
death’ that profits from weapons. We strongly protest this 
decision and demand its withdrawal. We will do everything 
in our power to restore the ban on arms exports.”

CAMBODIA: Cambodia and China held their first meeting 
of what is called a “2+2” strategic dialogue mechanism, 
bringing together both countries’ foreign and defence min-
isters to deepen mutual political and security ties. The 
Chinese Foreign Minister and Defence Minister visited 
Cambodia for talks with their counterparts.

SEYCHELLES: President Patrick Herminie of the Repub-
lic of Seychelles visited Russia and held talks with Pres-
ident Putin. The parties discussed issues related to the 
development of political, trade, economic and humani-
tarian cooperation, as well as international and regional 
affairs. The Soviet Union was one of the first countries 
to recognise the independence of the Republic of Sey-
chelles in 1976, with diplomatic relations established the 
same year.

ISRAEL: Former Israeli prime minister Naftali Bennett 
and Yair Lapid announced that they would merge their 
opposition parties, Yesh Atid and Bennett 2026, and run 
jointly in Israel’s upcoming elections. Bennett will lead 
the unified party and they will invite former IDF Chief of 
Staff Gadi Eizenkot to join their bloc. “This step will lead 
to the unification of a bloc for course correction, put an 
end to internal strife, and focus on a decisive victory in the 
upcoming elections and lead Israel to the necessary cor-
rection,” a Bennett representative said.

EL SALVADOR: El Salvador has approved a package of 
criminal reforms that includes life imprisonment for minors 
found guilty of serious crimes. Life sentences will apply 
to offences including homicide, femicide, rape, and mem-
bership in gangs classified as terrorist organisations. The 
Inter-American commission on human rights warned that 
life imprisonment for children and adolescents is incom-
patible with inter-American legal standards, arguing that 
such penalties are disproportionate and undermine the 
rehabilitation purpose that should guide sentencing for 
minors. Human Rights Watch (HRW) also criticised the 
reform, stating that the possibility of reviewing a life sen-
tence only after 25 years contradicts international treaties.

CHINA: Multiple major Chinese ports have launched 
direct shipping routes with African countries. These 
shipping routes come as part of a new zero-tariff policy 
between 53 African countries and China. The full imple-
mentation is set for 1 May. In addition to the launch of the 
zero-tariff policy, China is continuing to promote the nego-
tiation and signing of economic partnership agreements 
for shared development, and further expanding market 
access for African exports to China.

Global Briefs
Landmark climate 
talks use energy 

crisis as turning point 
to end fossil fuels

Colombia, South America. Photo: © Sergio Calderón Cortés / Greenpeace
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Peter Farmer

China has expressed concern  
after Japan scrapped a ban on 
lethal weapons exports.

The decision represents a major 
change in Japan’s post-war paci-
fist policy and ramps up tensions 
with its Chinese and North Korean 
neighbours. South Korea is not 
happy either, because the decision 
represents more competition for its 
military exports. 

The approval by Prime Min-
ister Sanae Takaichi’s cabinet of 
the new guideline scraps rules that 
limit Japan’s defence equipment 
exports to five non-combat catego-
ries – rescue, transport, warning, 
surveillance and minesweeping.

Instead, defence equipment 
will be divided into “weapons” 
and “non-weapons” categories, 
based on whether they have lethal 
or destructive capabilities, Kyodo 
News reported.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Guo Jiakun said that 
Beijing was seriously concerned 
by the changes.

Guo told a press briefing that: 

“The international community, 
including China, will remain highly 
vigilant over Japan’s recent dan-
gerous moves in the military and 
security fields.”

Kyodo News said the changes 
mark a significant shift in defence 
policy for a country that has touted 
itself as a “peace-loving nation” 
under its war-renouncing constitu-
tion since its defeat in World War II.

While the revisions in princi-
ple prohibit the export of arms to 
countries engaged in active con-
flicts, they do allow for exceptions 
“in special circumstances” that 
take into consideration Japan’s 
security needs.

It’s worth noting that the 
defence exports come in the context 
of a drive towards re-militarisation 
that has been the long-term project 
of the Liberal Democratic Party. 
The push is not just about Japan 
calling its army an army instead of 
a ‘self-defence force.’ It’s not about 
Japan exporting military equipment 
the way other countries do.

Takaichi herself is a member 
of Nippon Kaigi, a revisionist 
organisation that has sought to 

re-write history on Japan’s wartime 
aggression. It promotes high school 
textbooks that whitewash Japan’s 
wartime behaviour on Japanese 
schools, and practices denialism 
about Japan’s use of sexual slavery.

Takaichi has also made a ritual 
offering at the Yasukuni Shrine in 
Tokyo. That’s not just a religious 

act. Japan is full of shrines where 
politicians can pray or make offer-
ings. The Yasukuni Shrine is where 
the remains of Japanese war crim-
inals are interred. For a politician 
to pray or make an offering there, 
sends a message of support to the 
ultra-nationalists who dream of 
restoring the fascist state that lead 

Japan during its brutal imperialism 
before and during World War II.

With this background, it’s no 
wonder China and the DPRK are 
concerned about the renewal of 
military exports.  

Brendan Cottier

By now, everyone reading this knows 
what the Strait of Hormuz is, and what 
it’s like to have the strait blocked. Fuel 
prices have skyrocketed, as have the 
prices of a variety of other items made 
or delivered using oil.

Less people know about the Malacca 
Strait and the Bab-al-Mandab Strait. Just 2 
km wide at its narrowest point and heavily 
congested, the Malacca strait accounts for 
20-25% of global energy flows, and 25-30% 
of trade. Bab-al-Mandab is used by ships 
to access the Red Sea before using the Suez 
Canal.

Financial analyst Syed Javed Hassan 
says the three strategic chokepoints are 
“critical passageways where a lot of trade, 
a lot of energy flows take place,” and pro-
longed closure would have a “huge impact 
in terms of energy prices … GDP growth, 
employment,” and could trigger a global 
recession or depression.

A sudden cutoff to all three would have 
an immediate and severe impact on “just 
about every sphere of life” – particularly 
in East Asia’s major industrial economies, 
including Japan, South Korea, and in the long 
term China, Hassan, the former chairman 
of the Pakistan-based Economic Advisory 
Group, says.

The Hormuz crisis has put the world 
on an “escalation ladder,” according to the 
analyst, who says Bab al-Mandeb will be the 
first step up, “starting ... a chain” that could 
ultimately escalate to the Malacca Strait. 

“The very thought” of the latter’s closure 
could “scare the markets,” as Asia “would be 
cut off from much of the supplies it’s now 
getting from alternative sources other than 
the Gulf,” Hassan says.

Ali Akbar Velayati, an advisor on inter-
national affairs to Iran’s Supreme Leader, 
has warned that “the era of security being 
imposed from across the oceans has ended.”

“Today, not only is the security of Hormuz 
and Malacca ensured under the power of us 

and our strategic partners, but the security 
of Bab al-Mandeb is also in the hands of 
the Ansar Allah brothers. Any mischief will 
receive a chain of responses,” Velayati wrote.

Yemen’s Houthis have been attacking 
ships on the Red Sea since 2023, in support 
of Palestine. The Houthis, officially titled 
Ansar Allah, say they’re only attacking ships 
that support Israel. US and UK forces car-
ried out strikes in retaliation in 2024 and 
2025. Trump declared victory and withdrew 
US warships, but the Houthis immediately 
declared that they would still attack Israe-
li-bound shipping.  

Hormuz crisis could spread

The Palestine Solidarity Cam-
paign has written that “Israel’s 
ongoing genocide in the Gaza 
Strip has killed many tens, if not 
hundreds, of thousands of Pales-
tinians and caused incalculable 
devastation.

“In the West Bank, Israel is ramp-
ing up its military assaults and ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinians,” the cam-
paign said.

“By refusing to expel Israel, the 
European Broadcasting Union (EBU) is 
providing Israel with a stage to conceal 
these atrocities by cynically presenting 
itself as fun and light-hearted in an 
international arena,” it said.

It added: “Israel’s continued inclu-
sion in Eurovision has been widely 
condemned.

“By participating in the contest, 
you are providing endorsement for an 
event that whitewashes Israel’s crimes 
against Palestinians; We ask you to 
heed the Palestinian call and withdraw 
from Eurovision,” as per the statement.

Israel has participated in the Euro-
vision Song Contest since 1973 and has 
won four times.

In Australia, the Greens have called 
for a boycott of Eurovision 2026, call-
ing the slogan “unity through music” 
a “sick joke when one contestant is 
committing ethnic cleansing, starving 
civilians and killing children.”
With material from Almayadeen.net  

Eurovision ‘whitewashing’ Israel

Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo. Photo: Wiiii – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Japan scraps lethal weapons export ban

Eurovision Israel, 2025. Photo: Eurovision FaceBook

https://english.almayadeen.net/news/Arts&Culture/spain-confirms-eurovision-2026-boycott-if--israel--participa
https://english.almayadeen.net/news/Arts&Culture/spain-confirms-eurovision-2026-boycott-if--israel--participa
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Respond
An open letter from a bunch of D-grade celebrities has called 
for support of keeping Israel in the Eurovision song contest 
and not penalising it for “responding” to the Al Aqsa breakout. 
This is true as far as it goes, but “responding” makes it sound 
like Israel just sent an email instead of murdering over 75,000 
people.

Secure
To secure something is to make it safe, like when you put all 
your stuff somewhere secure during a flight. Sometimes it’s a 
military thing – as when you secure a base. Where the word is 
weaselly to the max is when someone who’s about to attack 
something pretends they’re doing what’s needed to secure it. 
In a recent speech to the national Press Club, Butler explained 
why he has to take money away from the NDIS to secure it. 
The threat is that if the NDIS isn’t hacked away leaving thou-
sands of people with disability without help we might not have 
an NDIS at all. British readers will be familiar with this line of 
argument – their National Health Service has been ‘secured’ 
so many times by conservative governments it needs a 
hospital.

Non-partisan
The Australian Financial Review’s John Kehoe is super excit-
ed about a ‘non-partisan’ summit on tax reform (your weasel 
word antennae should be tingling now) put up by the non-par-
tisan McKinnon institute. Australia hasn’t had a long-lasting 
tax reform since the introduction of the GST (which Kehoe 
non-partisanly approves of). Anna Bligh and Mike Baird are 
fronting it, and since she is a former Queensland Labor Pre-
mier and he’s a former NSW Liberal Premier, you can’t get 
much more non-partisan than that. A gaggle of dignitaries 
and organisations have been invited, but curiously no workers’ 
organisations made the cut. 

National values
Older readers will remember when Liberal PM John Howard 
made himself look like a goon by weasellishly talking about 
a values test for Australian citizenship, raising the spectre of 
would-be Australian citizens being forced to learn Henry Law-
son poems or the names of the Australian test team.
Not deterred by this, our major parties are getting into values 
in a big way. Mark Butler in selling Labour’s hatchet job on 
the NDIS has explained that the NDIS is a statement of our 
“national values.” Slashing the NDIS while keeping AUKUS 
and spending an extra $53 billion on the military does say 
something about the ALP’s values, but it’s not anything nice. 

Judiciously
Judiciously means doing something with good judgement or 
sense. A US admiral has been making a very tactful plea for 
careful use of the US ‘magazine’ – that’s admiral-talk for the 
US collection of missiles. He’s said that there are finite lim-
its to the magazine and added that he has all the faith in the 
world that they’re being employed judiciously. If using missiles 
to launch an unprovoked attack on Iran and choke the world 
economy is judicious, we suggest the admiral gets in touch 
with dictionary-writers to let them know about the update.

Agency
‘Agency’ is a trendy but useful word, a handy way of saying 
people have a bit of choice and power in a given situation. US 
officials such as Pete Hegseth have publicly declared that the 
“international rules-based order,” the IRBO, is dead and bur-
ied and he never liked it. Australian Defence Minister Richard 
Marles, pretending he hasn’t heard Hegseth, is hoping that if 
he talks loudly and often enough about the IRBO, it’ll come 
back to life, like Tinkerbell in the Peter Pan pantomime after 
the audience has shouted “we believe in fairies.” Marles says 
the IRBO gives us “agency.” It’s true inasmuch as when the 
US says “jump!” Australia uses its agency to ask how high.
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The border crossing from downtown Hekou to Lao Cai, a busy trading and border crossing point between 
China and Vietnam. Photo: Vmenkov – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Maximus M 

Relations between the two communist gov-
ernments of the People’s Republic of China 
and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam are 
warming as the two had high-level meetings 
in March and April of this year. 

Chinese and Vietnamese relations have been 
strained in the past, and there have been border skir-
mishes. Relations have gradually improved since the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. But the impacts 
are still lasting, as border disputes still exist between 
the two nations in the South China Sea. 

However, a major breakthrough has been made 
this March. An untraditional 3-on-3 meeting between 
the countries’ Foreign Ministers, Ministers of Public 
Security, and Defence Ministers took place. This 
showcased an unprecedented cooperation between 
the two countries deepening. The 3-on-3 meeting is 
the first of its kind between the two countries.

From 14 to 17 April, Vietnamese General Secre-
tary and State President, To Lam visited China to 
meet with his counterpart Xi Jinping. The meeting 
resulted in the strengthening of bilateral relations, 
the sharing of new technology, an increase in trade, 
and shared public security and defence ties between 
the two socialist countries. 

As Xi Jinping puts it, “As two ruling Communist 

parties ... the two parties of China and Vietnam should 
… continue their traditional friendship … and jointly 
promote the development of the world’s socialist 
cause.” A clear example of proletarian internationalism. 

This is a clear shift, as Vietnam consciously moves 
closer and closer towards China. While China remains 
Vietnam’s biggest trading partner, the United States is 
Vietnam’s biggest export market. Vietnam’s complex 
balance between the two superpowers, can be seen 
in Vietnam’s controversial membership of Trump’s 
Board of Peace for the ‘reconstruction’ of Gaza. 

Vietnam has shifted towards the restructure of 
its energy and geopolitical security to withstand the 
pressure of American tariffs, and other coercive acts 
from Washington. According reporting by AP News, 
Vietnam is preparing for a possible confrontation 
with the United States, and is looking for allies, as 
seen in the ‘3 on 3’ talks. Chinese Minister of Public 
Security Wang Xiaohong has mentioned the possibil-
ity of colour revolutions, most likely referring to the 
recent events in Bangladesh and Nepal.

The long-term US strategy of actively pursuing and 
enticing Vietnam to join its “Indo-Pacific Strategy” 
as a prelude to broader ‘containment’ efforts against 
China seems to have failed. The deepening cooper-
ation and solidarity of Socialist China and Vietnam 
continues despite US efforts.  

Vietnam and China 
get closer
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Attacks on the West Bank are no 
longer merely a temporary escala-
tion in the level of violence; rather, 
they have evolved into a systematic 
pattern reflecting the intersection of 
settler attacks with deeper structural 
transformations in the conflict.

This escalation became particularly evi-
dent during the period coinciding with the 
war waged by the United States and Israel 
against Iran, as settlers sought to exploit 
the world’s preoccupation with that war 
and the decline in international attention 
to conditions in the West Bank. This trend 
is reinforced by three interrelated factors: 
the accelerated expansion of settler-colonial 
activity, the declining effectiveness of legal 
accountability mechanisms, and the reduced 
level of international attention.

Reports by international and local 
actors including United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), the human rights organisation 
Al-Baydar and others indicate that settler 
violence has become a recurrent phenome-
non of a cumulative nature, with thousands 
of attacks recorded against Palestinian civil-
ians in recent years and a marked increase 
since 2023. In 2025 alone, approximately 
5,890 attacks were documented, reflecting 
an unprecedented acceleration.

Settler attacks are no longer confined to 
limited confrontations, but now include direct 
physical assaults, shootings, destruction of 
property, and the displacement of commu-
nities – indicating efforts to reshape the 
demographic reality on the ground in favour 
of the Israeli occupation. These attacks occur 
within an environment characterised by the 
absence of effective deterrence, where the 
majority of investigations conclude without 
accountability, thereby reinforcing a climate 
of impunity.

At the humanitarian level, these develop-
ments have produced a profound transforma-
tion in the daily lives of Palestinians. Violence 
is no longer manifested as isolated incidents, 
rather, it has become a comprehensive system 
of pressure affecting all aspects of life. In 
terms of personal security, attacks involving 
shootings, arson and physical assaults are 
increasing, at times targeting entire families, 
thereby reinforcing a pervasive sense of the 
absence of legal protection and rendering 
violence an almost daily reality.

Movement is subject to severe restrictions 
through the proliferation of checkpoints and 
the closure of village entrances, effectively 
reshaping the functional geography of the 
West Bank and rendering mobility both 
complex and hazardous. This has led to 
social and economic fragmentation among 
Palestinian communities.

ECONOMIC PRESSURE
Economically, pressures are intensify-

ing as a result of land confiscation, denial 
of access to land, destruction of crops and 
livestock theft, in addition to restrictions 
on employment and movement, thereby 
pushing the economy toward a “survival 
economy.” The destruction of property fur-
ther exacerbates the financial burdens borne 
by households.

In the services sector, checkpoints 
obstruct ambulance access and weaken 
emergency response capacities in the context 
of limited infrastructure, thereby increasing 
health risks.

Overall, this reality reflects a gradual 
erosion of the foundations of daily life and 
compels the population to adopt forced coping 
mechanisms in the absence of prospects for 
near-term improvement.

Politically, these dynamics reflect a grad-
ual erosion in the viability of the two-state 
solution, not only as a theoretical framework 
but also as a practical option. The expansion 
of settlements and the escalation of settler 
violence are reshaping the geographic config-
uration of the West Bank, which is increas-
ingly fragmented into isolated ‘cantons’ as 
a result of checkpoints, bypass roads, and 
settlement outposts.

This fragmentation is accompanied by 
increasing waves of displacement, thereby 
undermining the territorial contiguity 
required for the establishment of a cohesive 
Palestinian state. In parallel, there are indi-
cations of a deeper structural shift toward a 
“one unequal state” reality, in which settler 
violence intersects with the existing gov-
erning structure, in the context of implicit 
coordination, the arming of settler groups 
and their incorporation into semi-formal 
frameworks.

This transformation consolidates a more 

entrenched system of control and weakens the 
assumption of the existence of two distinct 
parties capable of engaging in negotiations, 
thereby reducing the prospects for a return 
to a conventional negotiation process. At 
the international level, the preoccupation of 
major powers with other crises contributes 
to a decline in effective political pressure, 
despite the continued rhetorical support for 
the two-state solution, thereby widening the 
gap between declared positions and actual 
capacity to influence developments.

Consequently, the two-state solution is 
not eliminated through a sudden political 
decision. Rather, it is undergoing a process 
of gradual erosion that may ultimately render 
it impracticable.

FORCIBLE TRANSFER
Forced displacement is a critical issue.  

The Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits the 
transfer of populations under occupation, 
whether carried out directly or through the 
imposition of coercive conditions that compel 
them to leave. When this legal framework 
is applied to the situation on the ground, a 
recurring pattern of displacement becomes 
evident, driven by violence, settlement 
expansion, and the destruction of homes, 
thereby creating an environment that is 
uninhabitable and forcing thousands of 
Palestinians to leave.

International reports indicate that this 

pattern may amount to “forcible transfer” 
and, in certain cases, may reach more severe 
legal characterisations if it expands in scope, 
particularly when accompanied by the reset-
tlement of other groups in the same areas.

The legal classification of these practices 
depends on their scale, systematic nature, 
and their linkage to the occupying authorities. 
Where these elements are established, such 
acts may be classified as war crimes under 
international humanitarian law and may 
rise to the level of crimes against humanity if 
they are found to constitute part of a broader 
policy targeting a specific population group.

Human rights organisations have also 
indicated that some of these acts may fall 
within the category of “grave breaches” of 
international humanitarian law.

The West Bank is increasingly moving 
toward an unstable environment charac-
terised by the gradual erosion of the foun-
dations of life.

At the humanitarian level, the sense of 
insecurity is intensifying and living con-
ditions are deteriorating. At the political 
level, the horizon for negotiated solutions 
is receding in favour of an entrenched and 
unequal reality. The legal level indicators of 
serious violations are increasing, potentially 
warranting international accountability.
Socialist Voice (edited for space)  

Geography of violence:  
Israel reshapes the West Bank

The West Bank is increasingly moving
toward an unstable environment 

characterised by the gradual erosion of  
the foundations of life.

Israeli soldier operating in West Bank. Photo: IDF Spokesperson’s Unit – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)


