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Last week’s hike in interest rates 
by the Reserve Bank of Australia 
(RBA), designed to increase unem-
ployment, reduce the spending 
power of the working class and 
shrink the economy, will only 
widen the gap between the seri-
ously wealthy and the majority of 
the people.

A massive redistribution of wealth 
is required to address the cost-of-living 
crisis facing millions of families and 
social security recipients. High interest 
rates, rampant inflation, and lagging 
incomes are taking their toll as charities 
are overwhelmed with growing demand. 
The budget provides an opportunity to 
address some of these issues.

Government budgets can and should 
play an important role in lifting people out 
of poverty and improving living standards. 
This is done through both the means by 
which money is raised and how it is spent.

REVENUE RAISING
Around a quarter of federal govern-

ment revenue is raised from company 
profits. Personal income tax is the source 
of approximately double that amount, 
and another 14% is from the GST which 
is then paid to the states and territories.

Company profits – obtained through 
the exploitation of workers – total far 
more than wages and salaries. This 
stark inequality between taxes paid by 
companies and individuals is one area 
where the government could and should 
make reforms.

The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) 
reported that more than 1,200 large 
companies – a third of those lodging tax 
returns – paid zero tax in 2022-2023.

For example, AGL paid zero taxes on 
an income of almost $13 billion. Santos, 
a major contributor to greenhouse gases, 

had an income of more than $8 billion 
and paid no tax.

Others include Optus, Netflix, Micro-
soft, Amazon, Transurban Holdings, and 
CSL. (see Oxfam article page 5)

These companies use methods of tax 
evasion such as offshoring profits and 
paying royalties to parent companies.

There is widespread support for a 25% 
levy on gas exports. According to The 
Australia Institute, such a levy would raise 
around $17 billion in additional income.

Capital gains tax concessions on 
property investments will cost the federal 
budget $23 billion this year, according to 
Treasury’s annual tax report.

Negative gearing is costing the gov-
ernment close to $10 billion a year.

Cutting the CGT concession and neg-
ative gearing would free up more homes 
and provide the government with consid-
erable revenue as both tax concessions 
are major contributors to rising house 
prices and the housing crisis.

Apart from removing these conces-
sions, the government should be building 
and managing a national public housing 
program. 

The same Treasury report notes that 
superannuation tax concessions cost 
another $51 billion. Superannuation 
has become a mechanism for the rich to 
rort the tax system. The government has 
timidly introduced reforms that tinker 
around the edges. Stronger measures 
are required.

These are just some of the areas where 
the government could and should be rais-
ing up to $100 billion or more in revenue.

Over the past 10 years the major par-
ties and One Nation between them have 
received a quarter of a billion dollars 
from fossil fuel companies, gambling 
and tobacco companies, the property 
industry, and the big banks.

Continued on page 2
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EXPENDITURE
Instead of slashing spending 

on services including the NDIS 
by tens of billions of dollars in the 
name of “responsible spending” 
Treasurer Jim Chalmers could and 
should be taking serious measures 
to ease the cost-of-living crisis. This 
is more important than ever during 
a period of financial crisis which is 
still to play out as the US and Israel 
continue bombing Iran.

Chalmers is using the war on 
Iran to claim he has no choice but 
to avoid taking steps in the inter-
ests of the people. RBA governor 
Michele Bullock supports Chalmers, 
warning against cost-of-living relief 
and saying “we are poorer and there 
is no way out of it.”

In the same week as the govern-
ment announced massive cuts to 
the NDIS and was taking a razor to 
the public service, the government 
foreshadowed tens of millions more 
to be allocated to military spending 
in the budget. AUKUS, the missiles, 
the drones and billions spend on 
US war preparations do not buy 
security.

Real security comes from can-
celling this offensive expenditure 
and increasing spending on people’s 
needs and on people’s interests, 
not the interests of the US military 
industrial complex or subsidising 
the arms industry in Australia.

The federal government sub-
sidises the fossil fuel sector to the 
tune of more than $10 billion a 
year. These companies also pose 

a threat to our security by fuelling 
climate change with its devastating 
consequences.

There is an urgent need to 
phase out fossil fuels and tran-
sition to sustainable renewable 
energy sources. This should be the 
responsibility of government and 
not left to the private sector. More 
funds and more work are urgently 
required to protect our biodiversity, 
to end land clearing and logging of 
native forests.

Public education faces an 
underfunding crisis. Staff are 
overworked, underpaid and burn-
ing out. Yet every year the federal 
government increases its handouts 
to non-government schools at the 
expense of government schools. 
Recurrent funding to private 
schools is over $20 billion and 
under $13 billion to public schools. 
The gap is even wider when it comes 
to capital funds.

Instead of slashing participants’ 
entitlements under the NDIS the 
government could save billions by 
nationalising the scheme and elim-
inating rorting by the private, for-
profit providers and intermediaries.

With the savings and additional 
income such as suggested the 
government would be in a strong 
position to increase payments such 
as JobSeeker, the Youth Allowance, 
Parenting Payment, and age pen-
sion to above the poverty line.

Our public health system is 
reeling with long waiting lists and 
certainly unprepared to cope with 
a serious epidemic or casualties of 
war or other major disaster. It is 

outrageous that it spends around 
$8 billion a year subsidising private 
hospitals through the private health 
insurance rebate.

Aged care is another area where 
additional funds are urgently 
required. Likewise resources for 
community organisations to assist 
women and children fleeing domes-
tic and family violence, and other 
women’s services.

There should be a return to uni-
versal bulk billing with an increase 
in the rebate paid to medical profes-
sionals. Dental should be included 
under Medicare.

CLASS QUESTION
How the income is raised and 

how it is spent in this budget is a 
class question.

The major parties are joined at 
the hip with wealthy corporations 
and patrons. They might carry 
out minor progressive reforms 
from time to time if necessary to 
be re-elected, but they serve the 
interests of their capitalist masters 
first and foremost.

Genuine, lasting progressive 
reforms that serve the interests 
of the working class will only be 
achieved by struggle outside of 
Parliament and by a new type of 
government that is prepared to 
stand up to monopoly capital.

If you agree, then you should 
consider joining or supporting the 
Communist Party of Australia.  

The booing fades,  
the racism doesn’t

By the time you read this, ANZAC Day 2026 and 
the booing of two ANZAC ceremonies will be a fad-
ing memory. Remember the booing?

Usually our politicians take ANZAC day very seri-
ously. Huge amounts of time and money have been 
put into making Australians see the day as sacred. 
Yasmin al Magied, a former Young Australian of the 
Year, was hounded out of the country by Murdoch’s 
NewsCorp for supposedly showing disrespect by 
posting “Lest. We. Forget. (Manus, Nauru, Syria, 
Palestine …).”

Politicians take care to be seen at ANZAC Dawn 
services and some walk the Kokoda Trail if they can.

This booing was treated differently to al Mag-
ied’s seven words. Unlike her ‘offence,’ the booing 
was deliberate and organised by fascists. It has 
happened in two consecutive years, you’d think 
authorities would be on to it. So far one person 
has been arrested and some others given ‘move on’ 
orders. They get to remain nameless and don’t face 
a campaign by any of the mass media organisations.

The reaction? As happened last year, Coalition 
politicians, who supposedly revere ANZAC day 
amplified the fascists’ signal by waiting a few days 
before chiming in with agreement on what Sky news 
called the “controversial” Welcome to Country that 
had been booed. Former Abbott adviser Peta Credlin 
penned a column opining that Welcome to Country 
shouldn’t go on too long. Senior Liberals, who take 
care never to be photographed with an Aboriginal 
flag, also tried to have a bit both ways – maybe the 
Welcome to Country is a little overdone, not that 
they’re racist of course.

Whatever they are in their hearts, the Coalition 
know that racism has worked for them politically for 
a long time. It didn’t get them across the line in the 
last two federal elections, but old habits die hard. 

Prime Minister Albanese called the 2025 booing 
“an act of low cowardice.” He wasn’t wrong. This 
year he said that the Welcome to Country “does no 
harm.” That’s not the stirring defence you’d expect 
from a PM who takes the role of Aboriginal people 
in their own country seriously. 

Aboriginal people have fought for this country in 
the Frontier Wars and ever since (see page 11 this 
issue for the story of  the Tiwi people’s bravery). 
Their reward in past wars was to return to a country 
where they couldn’t vote, and where they didn’t get 
the same benefits as their fellow soldiers.

The booing, and reactions show the hypocrisy 
of the right-wing side of politics. Their behaviour 
on a day that’s supposed to be sacred shows that 
the  fascists and their friends in the Coalition aren’t 
about respect for the country. They’re about hatred 
and division to distract from the harm that capital-
ism is doing to all working Australians.

The Communist Party of Australia is working for 
a country we can have real justified pride in. That’s 
why we celebrate May Day, the 8-hour movement, 
and other victories of the working class. As for 
respect for the people who looked after this country 
for thousands of years before European settlement, 
the CPA was the first political party to work for the 
rights of Aboriginal people.

Every CPA meeting begins with an acknowledg-
ment that we meet on the stolen lands of Aboriginal 
people. Unlike Albanese, we don’t think it “does no 
harm.” The CPA knows why it’s not just important 
but vital. 
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Quote of the Week
“�The link between a mass murder by followers of  ISIS and 
nonviolent street protests, however, was a little murky, to say 
the least.”

Sydney Criminal Lawyers on the connection between the Bondi massacre and 
peaceful protests against Israeli President Isaac Herzog’s visit to Australia. Spoiler, 
there’s no connection at all. That didn’t stop the NSW Minns government from making 
law as though there was.
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The Victorian government has deliv-
ered its first state budget following its 
commitment to First Peoples through 
Statewide Treaty. The 2026/27 budget 
is being heralded as being for Victorian 
families, with investments to make life 
easier, safer, and more affordable. 
The Treasurer has called the budget 
“responsible” and says it was delivered 
through “careful choices.” What is 
clear from the decisions made, is that 
in the first year of Victoria’s Treaty, 
Aboriginal self-determined solutions 
to address the overrepresentation of 
our people in the justice system were 
blatantly overlooked and ignored. This 
so-called “careful choice” will hurt 
Aboriginal communities.

There was no new investment in Aborigi-
nal Legal Services, despite $512 million being 
invested in community safety measures, a 
further $222 million in supporting Victoria’s 
Police and $10 million for Victoria Legal Aid. 
This Labor government has again, failed to 
properly invest in services that are critical 
in supporting Aboriginal people. Right now, 
17% of the total Youth Justice population, 
and 26% of the total adult justice population 
are Aboriginal.

The Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service 
(VALS) received just 0.4 per cent of the $734 
million worth of funding allocated to commu-
nity safety measures and investment in Vic-
toria Police. The minimal funding allocated 
to VALS under the banner of ‘Adult Time for 
Violent Crime’ had been announced and dis-
tributed last year and was $57 million short 
of keeping up with the demand of Aboriginal 
children and young people in meeting the 
vagaries of this unequal legal system.

It is clear that the government does not 
intend to support Aboriginal communities. 
Instead it will enable the generational cycle 
of hyper-incaceration to grow. VALS will 
continue to advocate for the government to 
support self-determined justice responses 
that will close the gap, even if those calls 
continue to fall on deaf ears.

VALS welcomes the investments in some 
areas, including the extension of funding for 
the Victims Legal Services, a critical service 
VALS runs through partnership which sup-
ports First Nations community members who 
are impacted by crime. VALS is pleased to 

see ongoing funding of $39 million for the 
Aboriginal-led First Nations health response 
to public intoxication. This reform has saved 
countless lives. We’re disappointed that this 
budget does not allocate enough funding to 
expand the successful health response to a 
statewide service. VALS also welcomes the 
announcement of funding to Aboriginal 
Community Justice Panels, an important 
program which assists Aboriginal people 
in contact with the criminal legal system.

Overall, the budget goes against this 
government’s commitment under the 
National Agreement on Closing the Gap 
and Priority Reform Two, which calls for 
strengthening the Aboriginal Community 
Controlled sector. The only investment under 
the specific funding allocation ‘Advancing 
Aboriginal self-determination and Closing 
the Gap,’ was investment in Aboriginal-led 
investigations of Child Protection reports. 

Funding Aboriginal organisations to deliver 
the statutory function of child protection is 
not self-determination.

When we know the vast majority of chil-
dren in youth justice have had involvement 
with child protection, government should 
have invested in supporting our children 
and families early, where they need it the 
most, before they come into contact with 
the youth justice system through the child 
protection system.

Last year we saw a suite of harmful legis-
lative reforms that have resulted in the mass 
incarceration of our young people and adults. 
This budget does nothing but undermine 
our capacity to deliver high quality legal 
assistance to our people, alongside commu-
nity justice supports wherever they live in 
Victoria. Ultimately, it’s Aboriginal people 
who are missing out again and only left with 
mere words on a piece of paper. That is not 

upholding the intention of Treaty, nor our 
rights protected through Treaty.

Nerita Waight, CEO of the Victorian 
Aboriginal Legal Service says that while the 
budget is called ‘Easier. Safer. More afforda-
ble,’ it’s anything but for the community 
members VALS represents and supports.  
She called the lack of investment in self-de-
termined justice solutions “crippling to the 
Aboriginal Controlled Community Organi-
sation sector.

“Signing a Treaty” says Waight, “doesn’t 
mean you’ve signed away problems you’ve 
created. The government can no longer claim 
that the harm caused by their policies and 
investments are ‘unintended consequences,’ 
when it is clear the outcome will be the mass 
incarceration of our people.”
Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service  

Paul Gregoire

New South Wales premier 
Chris Minns’ blanket ban on 
street protests was struck 
down by the NSW Supreme 
Court on 16 April 2026. That 
ban prevented 20,000-odd 
constituents from conduct-
ing a march on Gadigal land 
through the Sydney CBD in 
February this year. As pro-
testers stood their ground, 
3,000 NSW police officers 
bashed them.

There has been no official state 
apology for the police brutalisa-
tion, even after the prohibition, 
or the public assembly restriction 
declaration or PARD law, has been 
struck down.

No apology for an illegal and 

coordinated use of excessive force 
upon civilians from the state means 
the threat of more police violence 
remains.

Minns, NSW police minister 
Yasmin Catley and NSW police 
commissioner Mal Lanyon have 
repeatedly refused to apologise and 
have confirmed that police did as 
they were told. 

NSW Greens MP Cate Faehr-
mann pointed out to Lanyon that 
he’d issued a non-apology, and 
he smirked as he admitted as 
much. Jenny Leong was expelled 
from the chamber for confronting 
Minns with community accounts 
of police brutality. Sue Higginson 
put it to Catley that “sweeping 
antiprotest laws” had caused the 
police violence.

NSW police bashed and 

brutalised protesters gathered 
before Sydney Town Hall to pro-
test the official state visit of Israeli 
president Isaac Herzog. The UN 
has charged him with complicity in 
genocide. This means the protesters 
were pro-Palestinians. The premier 
has made it very clear over the 31 
months of the Gaza genocide that 
he despises this crowd.

A BLUNT TOOL
“The police at the Herzog rally 

knew the government had given 
them free rein to pepper spray and 
bash peaceful protestors,” said ‘anti
cop’ spokesperson Tom Raue. “It’s 
disgraceful for the government to 
defend this mass state violence.”

“While the PARD prevented 
marching, it was still legal for 
people to attend a stationary 

protest in a public square,” he told 
SCL. “But the other purpose of 
the PARD and Major Events Act, 
which is still on the books, was to 
delegitimise protestors, give the 
public the impression that any 
protest was criminal and pave the 
way for police violence.”

The Minns government predi-
cated the law on the 14 December 
2025 Bondi Beach massacre. It pro-
vided the NSW police commissioner 
with the capacity to ban street 
marches in declared areas within 
Greater Sydney for up to 90 days, 
after an incident had been declared 
potentially an act of terrorism.

The three-justice bench of 
the NSW Supreme Court, which 
included NSW Chief Justice 
Andrew Bell, found that the PARD 
law was unconstitutional because 

it “impermissibly burdens the 
implied constitutional freedom of 
communication on government and 
political matters.” Their Honours 
further described it as a “blunt tool” 
that tried to shield the entire state 
from certain opinions.

If the PARD law had not been 
in place on the evening of 9 Feb-
ruary, the anti-Herzog protesters 
would have marched from Town 
Hall to NSW parliament. As it was 
the crowd stood its ground seeking 
to exercise its constitutional right. 
Then, as Raue has noted, NSW 
police kettled in the crowd of pro-
testers and set upon them with all 
manner of excessive force and the 
liberal use of pepper spray.
Sydney Criminal Lawyers (edited for 
space)  

No apology for oppressive Minns law

2023 Invasion Day Rally – Naarm (Melbourne). Photo: matthrkac.com.au – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

‘Blatantly overlooked’ –
Aboriginal solutions ignored  

in Victorian Budget
Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service reacts to  

the state’s first post-Treaty budget
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Peter Farmer

Anyone who thought Trump is just a colour-
ful character will be over the illusion after 
the price rises we’re all suffering because of 
his war of choice on Iran. Further evidence 
is here thanks to an area we all thought had 
been dealt with – medicine.

Trump’s backers in the pharmaceutical indus-
try have hated Australia’s Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme (PBS) scheme  for a long time. It forces them 
to deal with the Australian government instead of 
being able to deal with desperate individual custom-
ers. The Albanese government found some spine and 
announced that PBS was not something they would 
bargain away.

Now it looks like Trump has emboldened the US 
pharmaceutical corporation Pfizer. The US drug giant  
has left Australian women with metastatic breast 
cancer facing $64,000 cost after walking away from  
PBS pricing negotiations for Tucatinib.

Tucatinib (Tukysa) is a breakthrough drug that 
penetrates the brain’s natural filter to shrink tumors, 
offering patients with HER2-positive metastatic 
breast cancer significant survival boost and better 
quality of life.

Despite a positive recommendation for the 
brain-penetrating drug tucatinib in November 2025 
by the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee 
(PBAC), negotiations between Pfizer and the Depart-
ment of Health have ground to a halt. Breast Cancer 
Network Australia (BCNA) believes the failure is a 
result of US pharmaceutical companies like Pfizer 
“digging in their heels” against the Australian gov-
ernment’s pricing model in response to the escalating 
US-Australia trade tensions.

Clinical trial results indicate tucatinib improved 
response in the brain, prolonged overall survival by an 
average nine months for patients with brain metastases 
and delayed the development of new brain lesions. 
For women with metastatic breast cancer involving 
the brain like Georgie Cooper, 46, it means more time 
with her three teenagers.

“I’ve been doing this for eight years. I’ve done 
everything that can be done. I’ve got cancer growing 
in my brain and tucatinib is the only option I have 
left, there are no other drugs available to me. None. 
This drug is it, but we can’t afford $64,000.

“I want more time with my kids. I want to keep 
living my day to day. I want to keep driving. And right 
now, an immediate PBS listing is the only way that 
becomes possible.”

“Australian women are still waiting to affordable 
access to tucatinib while women in comparable health 
systems have had access for years and that should 
outrage the Australian public,” said BCNA Director 
Policy, Advocacy and Support Services, Vicki Durston.

“This is not a policy inconvenience. This is what 
failure looks like when women are left to deteriorate 
from an incurable disease while government and a 
billion-dollar pharmaceutical company say there is 
no way forward. BCNA will not accept women being 
abandoned in this way. What is needed now is lead-
ership, urgency and an immediate pathway that stops 
more women being left to suffer.”  

The United Workers Union says the announcement that 
G8 Education will close approximately 40 childcare centres 
across Australia is deeply concerning for workers, families and 
communities.

United Workers Union Director of Early Childhood Education, 
Carolyn Smith, said the union was focused on supporting affect-
ed members through the uncertainty ahead.

“These are dedicated, hardworking people who have shown up 
every day to care for children and families. We are still waiting 
to understand which centres will be impacted, and we will be 
working closely with our members every step of the way as that 
becomes clear.”

“Our message to workers right now is simple: we are here, we 
are watching this closely, and we will make sure your rights and 
entitlements are protected.”

Smith said the union was particularly alarmed by the potential 
impact on regional and rural communities.

“G8 has a significant number of centres outside major cities, and 
we are concerned about what these closures could mean for 
local communities. Childcare access in regional areas is already 
stretched, and we will be monitoring the situation carefully.

“Where closures are occurring in areas that are already child-
care deserts, we are calling on the federal government to take 
notice and act to ensure families are not left without options.”

The United Workers Union is calling on the federal government 
to urgently intervene to ensure affected workers receive their full 
entitlements and that no family is left without access to childcare.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: that threat to global peace, the 
USA. Over 700 delegates from 36 countries denounced US 
aggression against Cuba and vowed resistance at the 100 Years 
With Fidel summit in Havana last weekend.

The meeting came a day after hundreds of thousands, including 
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel and former president Raul 
Castro, now 94, joined Cuba’s iconic mass May Day demonstra-
tion along the capital city’s sea wall.

Electricity and oil workers formed special blocs on the demo, 
which celebrated their tireless efforts to keep the country pow-
ered despite US attempts to cut off energy imports.

On the same day, US President Donald Trump imposed new 
unilateral sanctions on the blockaded island – and threatened 
Washington would “take over” Cuba “almost immediately,” 
saying he could spare an aircraft carrier for the task as soon as 
the Iran war was settled.

Trump has previously said Cuba will be “next” after he has 
dealt with Iran, though the unprovoked US-Israeli attack on the 
latter country has descended into a protracted stand-off with no 
obvious resolution in sight.

The final declaration of the Havana summit accused the United 
States of “flagrantly and systematically violating international 
law” in “its eagerness to preserve its declining hegemony.” US 
aggression, it added, was “the primary threat to global peace 
and security.”

It called for an international protest campaign targeting US 
embassies to demand an end to its attacks on Cuba, and for 
co-operation among progressive media around the world to 
challenge anti-Cuba propaganda.

The new raft of sanctions issued by the White House target 
Cuban energy and mining infrastructure, specifying that compa-
nies in third countries which have dealings with them will face 
consequences – an illegal and extraterritorial move.

The US already enforces its unlawful 60-year-plus blockade 
of Cuba by imposing harsh financial penalties on third-country 
organisations which do not comply, severely restricting Cuba’s 
ability to trade with the rest of the world and creating artificial 
shortages of essential medicines and technologies.

As of this year, Trump has threatened further sanctions against 
anyone supplying oil to Cuba, cutting off most deliveries, and 
bullied several Latin American countries into expelling Cuban 
doctors on medical missions, further starving Cuba of revenue.
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As new polling shows majority of Aus-
tralians support increasing taxes on 
the profits of large oil and gas corpo-
rations, one in three large fossil fuel 
companies paid no tax in Australia in 
2023-24. A new report from Oxfam 
Australia reveals fossil fuel giants rake 
in billions while households shoulder 
rising costs. 

Despite generating a combined $436 
billion in income, the sector contributed just 
5% in corporate income tax – a fraction of 
what every-day Australians pay – while profits 
continue to flow to CEOs and shareholders.

At the same time, Australians are 
being hit with soaring energy bills, rising 
grocery prices, and the escalating cost of 
climate-fuelled disasters, from floods to 
bushfires. 

The report, Freeloaders, released as the 
first international conference on the Just 
Transition Away from Fossil Fuels wrapped 
up in Santa Marta, Colombia, exposes the 
scale of the gap. Oil and gas companies 
alone reported $116 billion in income but 
paid just $5.2 billion in corporate income 
tax – around 4%.

Key findings include: 
•  Santos has paid no corporate income 

tax in the decade 2013-14 to 2023-24, 
despite making over $46 billion in total 
income. 

•  Meanwhile, in 2023-2024 Santos CEO 
Kevin Gallagher took home a $6.5 
million salary, more than 10 times our 
Prime Minister and 85 times more than 
a nurse. 

•  Peabody’s Australian subsidiary paid 
no corporate income tax for nine years 
(from 2014-15 to 2022-2023), despite 
generating over $35 billion in revenue 
over the decade to 2023-24 and paying 
its CEO $14 million in 2025. 

•  The Ichthys LNG Project off WA, partly 
owned by INPEX and TotalEnergies, 
also paid no corporate income tax from 
2018-19 to 2023-24 on $43 billion in 
total income. 

In reality, despite generating billions in 
revenue and profits from coal, oil, and gas, 
and contributing to climate change in the 
process, corporate income tax payments 
remain small relative to overall government 
revenue. This reflects a broader imbalance 
in the sector, where extraordinary private 
rewards are paired with comparatively lim-
ited public contribution. 

New polling by Oxfam shows a major-
ity of Australians support increasing taxes 
on the profits of large oil and gas corpora-
tions to help fund the transition to renew-
able energy (60%), compared to 27% who 
oppose. Support for new taxes outweighs 
opposition across the political spectrum. 
In addition, 59% of Australians support 
increased investment in renewable energy, 
while only 29% support further investment 
in fossil fuel extraction. 

Australians are already bearing the cost of 
climate change, with damages from storms, 
droughts, bushfires, and floods now estimated 
at $38 billion per year – around $3,800 on 
average per household. Many communities 
impacted by climate disasters face long-term 
financial and emotional recovery. Also, the 
war in the Middle East is expected to worsen 
cost pressures, with oil and gas price volatil-
ity already flowing through to higher living 
costs for households. 

Oxfam Australia Chief Executive Jennifer 
Tierney said it is unacceptable that some coal, 
oil and gas corporations pay little to no tax 
while Australians face rising costs of living. 

“It is fundamentally unfair that some coal, 
oil and gas corporations are making billions 
from Australia’s resources and paying little 
to no corporate income tax, while everyday 
Australians face rising energy bills, food costs, 

insurance premiums, and climate disaster 
recovery costs,” she said. 

“In some cases, fossil fuel CEOs are 
taking home multi-million-dollar salaries 
while Australians are left to carry the cost of 
rising living expenses and climate impacts. 
The Australian government must close these 
gaps, including by introducing a 25% levy 
on gas exports. 

“It’s disappointing to hear Anthony 
Albanese bow to pressure from the Japanese 
government and back away from action. A 
tax on gas corporations’ revenue is simply 
about ensuring Australia gets a fair deal 
for its resources, just as other exporting 
countries do. It won’t stop companies from 
exporting gas.

“Fossil fuel companies are generating 
significant profits while costs are being 
pushed onto families, workers, and com-
munities. Governments must ensure these 
corporations contribute fairly – including by 
ending subsidies, securing fair returns for 
public resources, and closing tax loopholes 
that enable profit shifting and minimisa-
tion,” she said. 

Ahead of the Federal Budget, Oxfam is 
calling on the Australian government to: 
•  Ensure fair royalties are paid for 

Australia’s gas resources, by replacing 
the failing Petroleum Resource Rent Tax 
(PRRT) with a new 25% gas export levy. 

•  End subsidies for fossil fuel 
corporations, by excluding them from 
the Fuel Tax Credit scheme. 

•  Reduce multinational corporate tax 
avoidance by advocating strongly for 
the establishment of a progressive 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on International Tax Cooperation in 
current negotiations. 

•  Introduce a climate pollution levy 
to reflect the true cost of fossil fuel 
pollution on the communities it 
disproportionately impacts. 

•  Establish a Climate Compensation 
Fund, funded by gas export and climate 
pollution levies, to help communities 
adapt and recover from climate 
disasters.

Oxfam  

Fossil fuel freeloaders

After three months of the USA/Israeli war 
on Iran and the constant closure and reo-
pening of the Strait of Hormuz, Australians 
are eager to know what practical and lasting 
measures are being developed by government 
to ensure resilient, secure supply chains for 
economically and socially essential oils, fuel 
and resources.

With just two oil refineries left in Australia, 
one damaged by fire, and both of them completely 
dependent on imported Middle Eastern crude oil, the 
country has surrendered its economic, defence and 
social resilience to the market forces of the globalised 
fuel and shipping cartels, warns the Maritime Union 
of Australia (MUA).

“Just-in-time supply chains work beautifully 
for multinational oil companies, petrol refiners and 
international shipowners, but wreak havoc on the 
communities and societies, the people, that our econ-
omies are supposed to serve,” said Jake Field, MUA 
National Secretary.

“Over the past six years, one crisis after another has 
smashed Australian supply chains, be it COVID, bush-
fires, flooding, and now a war of choice by the United 
States in the Middle East and the Iranian retaliation 
of shutting down international shipping through the 
Strait of Hormuz. All of these ‘unlikely’ events have 
arrived and compounded upon one another, but at 
no point has government of either political stripe 
responded with a meaningful or lasting measure 
to assure Australians of steady access to essential 
resources like refined fuel or fertiliser,” Field said.

The partial restoration of Australian oil refining is 
a years-long industry development project and cannot 
address the immediate concerns that have prompted 
panic buying or price hikes. These are economic 
responses to a physical scarcity caused by insecurity 
of transport and supply. In this context, opening the 
taxpayers’ wallet and paying top dollar for a fuel supply 
guarantee from our near neighbours is a short term 
solution to a long term problem.

“As everyone now understands, fuel security is 
national security, but there is no security of supply 
without security of transport, and there is no secu-
rity of transport without ships. The first and most 
meaningful step towards securing fuel transport is 
to ensure Australian controlled vessels, operating 
with Australian crews, are deployed to move these 
essential cargoes,” Field said.

“We cannot afford to see tankers turned around. 
We must not put ourselves in a position of begging 
other countries for access to their supply chains. We 
have the resources, the skills and the wealth to provide 
our own security of access to oil, fuel and fertiliser, 
but seizing this opportunity requires decisive action.” 

The MUA believes it is unforgivable that Australia 
has lost the capacity to refine its own plentiful supplies 
of crude oil. Australia is now in the ridiculous position 
of needing to export its own crude and buying it back 
as refined petrol and diesel because domestic refin-
eries are not configured to process locally extracted, 
Australian crude oil.

In the meantime, Australia must establish and 
maintain a fleet of Australian oil and fuel tankers, 
alongside bulk cargo vessels that transport critical 
resources like coal, fertiliser, ores, and grain. This would 
be a genuine act of faith that the Australian commu-
nity would respond to positively and enthusiastically.

These vessels would operate in the strategic and 
social interests of the Australian supply chain and 
the communities who depend on it. They would also 
be available to be requisitioned by government in 
times of massive upheaval or crisis as we are seeing 
unfold right now, so that we never see a fuel tanker 
turn around and go “home” with its load of essential 
fuel or oil.

“This fleet, strategic in nature, should be the imme-
diate and urgent priority of the federal government. 
The MUA and its members stand ready to support this 
measure and crew those vessels,” Field concluded.
Maritime Union of Australia  

Crisis shows need for 
Australian ships

Santos headquarters in Adelaide. Photo: Danimations – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Adelaide has a significant rail his-
tory going back to the 1850s, but over 
the decades the system has become 
increasingly outdated to the point 
where only 10% of trips in Adelaide 
are taken by public transport, and 
only a fraction of those are by train. 
One of the many reasons for this is 
that the fact that Adelaide is the only 
Australian capital city to still use die-
sel on the suburban network.

The network itself has 7 lines, but only 
the Gawler, Seaford, and Flinders lines are 
electrified, with the remainder on diesel. 
There are good reasons for switching from 
diesel to electric:
•  Electric trains can draw their energy 

from the South Australian power grid 
which is almost 75% renewable energy, 
significantly reducing emissions.

•  The ongoing war in Iran is shocking the 
global oil market. Electric trains don’t 
rely on a constant inflow of cheap oil.

•  Diesel trains need to refuel, when 
electric trains can simply take electricity 
from the overhead wiring without 
refuelling.

•  Diesel trains are loud and vibrate 
constantly, whereas the electric trains 
can operate at a deafening silence, 
leading to a much more pleasant 
passenger experience.

•  Adelaide’s 3-car electric trains simply 
have more capacity than the 2-car diesel 
trains, allowing more people at once to 
use public transport.

•  The 3000-Class diesel trains are 
approaching 40 years in age. The 
first 4000-Class electric trains began 
service in 2014. If more lines were 
electrified, new rolling stock would 
be manufactured in Dandenong, 
Melbourne.

Adelaide is renowned for its smartly 

designed city centre, but since the advent of 
cars it has succumbed to car-centric urban 
sprawl. This is designed so that people live 
in expensive but cheaply constructed houses 
and drive to their work and supermarkets. 
Every movement was engineered by capital 
first, with human needs as an afterthought. 

These new urban developments then 
have meagre bus lines to the city slapped 
on them, whilst still being car-centric. As a 
general principle of urban planning, people 
will always take the path of least resistance, 
and if that path is one where they have to use 

an expensive and polluting car to get where 
they need to go, so be it.

Adelaide lags behind other Australian 
capital cities in terms of public transport.

Disability access is appalling. The system 
is slow, with single track operation on some 
train lines. The poor interstate railway 
options, infrequent buses, centralisation 
in the city centre, railway line shortenings. 
There’s no train line to Adelaide Airport. 
There is a  desperate need for regional public 
transit, especially to Mt Barker.

If the state government can invest $15 

billion in an underground freeway on South 
Road, it can invest in better public transport. 
Currently, the public transport network is 
only being maintained at its current oper-
ation. Any upgrades  primarily benefit cars 
such as level crossing removals.

The CPA supports a well-planned, pub-
licly owned transport network, designed with 
people in mind, and with energy efficiency 
a major goal.  

Adelaide transport blues

3100 class railcar at Largs North station in Adelaide. Photo: Tomoyn – wikimedia.org (CC BY 4.0)

National housing campaign Every-
body’s Home said the federal 
government must prioritise building 
social housing and ending investor tax 
breaks in this year’s Budget, as new 
analysis reveals virtually no afforda-
ble rentals exist for people on the 
lowest incomes.

This year’s Rental Affordability Snap-
shot, released by Anglicare Australia, found 
that nationally, 0% of private rentals were 

affordable for people on JobSeeker and Youth 
Allowance, just 0.2% for someone on the 
Age Pension, and only 0.5% for a full-time 
minimum wage worker.

Everybody’s Home spokesperson Chantal 
Caruso said the Federal Budget must deliver 
tax reform and redirect those savings into 
homes people can afford.

“It’s staggering that there are virtually no 
affordable rentals in the private market for 
people on the lowest incomes. Even full-time 

workers on the minimum wage are being 
completely priced out,”  Caruso said.

“The system is failing, but it can be fixed 
if the federal government steps up now with 
meaningful reform and investment.

“This Budget presents a critical opportu-
nity to deliver meaningful reform by ending 
unfair investor tax breaks that are making 
the housing crisis worse, and reinvesting 
those savings into building more public and 
community housing.

“Australia has a shortfall of 640,000 
social homes and demand is growing. Build-
ing more homes that are actually affordable 
will not only support those in greatest need, 
but also ease pressure across the broader 
rental market.

“We need a housing system that is fair 
and affordable for everyone. Every Australian 
deserves a safe, secure and affordable home.”
Everybody’s Home  

Rental Affordability Snapshot  
highlights urgent need for action

Pitar Raitu

At first glance, age verifica-
tion looks like a good idea, a 
no-brainer. There’s a lot of 
material on the internet we 
don’t want young people to 
see. There is pornography, 
violence, grooming. Age ver-
ification laws, also known 
as ‘age-gating’ will fix these 
problems, won’t they?

There’s definitely a lot of harm-
ful stuff on the internet, but age 
verification may not be the simple 
fix people hope for. 

For one thing, there are privacy 
issues. Queensland University of 
Technology professor of digital 
communication Daniel Angus, 
describes the laws as part of “a 
fundamental erosion of the anon-
ymous internet.” Other experts 
have raised the question of what 

happens to the information – 
identity, age – and other details. 
Angus points out that there has 
been a vast increase in the amount 
of private data that commercial 
platforms. 

RMIT University associate 
dean of technology Dana McKay 
agrees with the need for the bans, 
but agrees that there are issues 
with the safety of the data. If you 
show your drivers license in order 
to buy alcohol, you might flash your 
drivers’ license at the staff, but the 
store doesn’t keep the information 
forever. With digital data valida-
tion, that’s exactly what they can 
do, very easily. The information 
can be sold. 

McKay says that the platforms 
that use age-gating can easily 
throw the information away, but 
questions whether that’s what will 
happen. 

A wider issue is that having 
age-gating as a routine procedure 
normalises surveillance for adults. 

There’s a possibility that the big 
tech companies support age-gating 
laws because it shields them from 
the public backlash they’d get oth-
erwise. When Discord asked for 
IDs from users, it copped a major 
public backlash.  

A simpler concern is that 
age-based bans are simply not 
working.  Seven out of ten parents 
whose children had social media 
prior to the ban on under-16s have 
said that their children are still on 
those platforms. Esafety, the gov-
ernment’s own authority in these 
matters, has reported no change 
in cyberbullying or image-based 
abuse reports.

Harder to quantify, but a real 
concern, is that an age-based ban 
could cut kids off from online 

material that really helps them. 
The internet and social media can 
be useful sources of information 
and support. 

Government could do different 
things. It could ban dangerous fea-
tures of platforms, such as endless 
scrolling for everyone. There are 
places where this sort of regulation 
is happening. 

It could also invest heavily 
in education which would reach 
those 7 out of 10 children evading 
the ban now.  

As Crikey’s Cam Wilson has 
said, “Australia pursued a big, bold 
ban instead of other reforms. The 
Albanese government sold it to 
the world and used it to burnish 
its reputation for helping kids 
and holding big tech accountable. 
Now, as the early results come in, 
it doesn’t look like it’s successfully 
doing either.”  

Age verification – not so simple
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RBA rate hike won’t 
influence Trump – 
but it will punish 
working people

Australian Unions say the 
Reserve Bank’s decision to 
hike interest rates will unfairly 
punish working people and 
fail to shield Australia from 
global energy shocks driven 
by overseas conflict.

The 5 May rate rise, which is 
the third in a row, will add an extra 
$110 a month to the cost of repaying 
an average mortgage of $736,000.

Australia Institute research 
from March 2026 showed prof-
its were already driving inflation 
higher at the end of last year. 
Company price gouging was what 
drove the last round of inflation 
and now Australian workers will 
face another round of rising prices 
if companies pass on the higher 
costs of fuel and energy.

The Australia Institute esti-
mates the big four banks make 
$229,000 in profit on the average 

30-year home loan, with working 
people paying while the banks make 
huge profits.

Australian Unions are urging 
landlords not to pass on the latest 
rate increase to renters who are 
already squeezed by existing house-
hold cost-of-living pressures.

Award-reliant workers are the 
hardest hit by rising housing costs, 
such as higher mortgage and rent 
payments. Around 46% of work-
ers on award wages are renters, 
compared to 34% of other work-
ing households. As many as 40% 
of award-reliant workers are also 
paying off a mortgage, and they will 
be hit hard by this rate rise.

ACTU Secretary, Sally McManus 
said that the rate rise will not “make 
one bit of difference to Donald 
Trump’s war, which is driving global 
oil prices and inflation.

“The RBA jacking up interest 

rates will not lower the cost of 
petrol and will not open the Strait 
of Hormuz, but it will hurt working 
people already struggling with high 
inflation and price gouging by big 
corporations.

“Working people should not 
accept going backwards while 
energy companies, big banks and 
supermarkets are set to record 
mega-profits. Higher interest rates 
won’t stabilise global energy mar-
kets, but they will make life harder 
for families paying mortgages and 
rents.

“Workers did not cause global 
fuel price shocks, yet they are the 
ones being asked to carry the cost. 
Nurses, teachers, and tradies should 
not expect to be shock absorbers 
for overseas crises.”
Unions Australia  

Not frugal with fuel
Denis Doherty
Recently, this breathless account caught my eye: ‘US Army 
Soldiers with the 25th Infantry Division, alongside Philippine 
Army and Australian Army Soldiers, conduct long-range 
maritime air assault training during Exercise Balikatan 
2026.’  Balikatan is a longstanding annual exercise between 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines and US military that 
“strengthens alliances, enhances combined force effective-
ness, and reinforces a shared commitment to peace and 
prosperity.” 

Seriously? When has the US military promoted peace in our 
region?

More importantly the military is not about to constrain its 
activities due to fuel shortages. The military is the biggest 
consumer of fuel by Australian government. They are cur-
rently urging Australians to save fuel while their military 
continues its wasteful consumption to the detriment of the 
ordinary Australian and our food production by our farmers. 

2026 will be a big year for exercises. On the timetable are  
Pitch Black – air forces from around the world doing mock 
raids on Darwin, and RIMPAC where the navies of coun-
tries aligned with the US exercise around Hawaii. We wonder 
if there will be usual patrols around the South China Sea or 
for the RAAF to fly along the European border of Russia for 
NATO? We cannot expect any consideration of the fuel short-
ages to prevent the ADF from engaging in exercises as if 
there were no fuel shortage.

More AUKUS bad news
Hardly a week goes by without some prominent person or 
institution casting doubt on the AUKUS project. The most 
recent one was the published report on AUKUS by the British 
Parliament. 

The House of Commons Defence Committee said Britain’s 
“financial commitment” to the pact had “already faltered” and 
warned delays would have “potentially severe consequences” 
for the UK, Europe, and allies like Australia.

Spiralling costs, lethargic investment, a lack of political will, 
and an increasingly unreliable US have cast serious doubt on 
the pact’s longevity.

The 2026-27 Budget promises to be 
good one for war preparation

The Shadow Minister for Defence James Paterson (Liberal 
Party) has been in the media generating fear of China and 
lobbying for more to be spent on the military. He wants 
Australia to spend 3% of GDP on the military. He adds total 
support for the US alliance. The difference between the gov-
ernment and the opposition are not obvious. Both advocate 
more spending on the military and war on China. As the 
budget looms, Treasurer Jim Chalmers faces the problem of 
balancing the stresses of the current fuel crisis and maybe a 
coming recession and higher military costs.  There is not a 
trace of reining in the military budget while we are facing this 
crisis. Instead, there is a lot of talk about reducing programs 
such as NDIS.

Impact of the Israel/US war  
on US bases

Here's a recent headline from middleeasterneye.net: Senior 
UAE scholar says US bases are ‘a burden and not a strategic 
asset.’

Kellie Tranter a well known Australian Human Rights lawyer 
and activist asks: “When will the Australian government see 
the analogy between our position as the principal US Pacific 
base and the Gulf States as its West Asian bases? If the US 
provokes a war with China we are going to be in precisely the 
position of the Gulf States: an important forward military base 
and a critical first target that will cop a pounding that the US 
will not defend us from.”

Photo: Martin Howard – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)
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May Day was celebrated around the 
country, as it is around the world. 
It’s a international day for workers 
around the world to unite. It’s a day 
for celebrating workers’ power and 
for organising for the struggles ahead. 

Naarm/Melbourne celebrated May Day 
in style. First there was a memorial wreath 
laying at the 8 Hour Day monument, com-
memorating the winning of the 8-hour 
working day in 1856. Then there was an 
International Solidarity Event at Trades 
Hall, featuring music and speeches. Romina 
Beitseen gave a speech explaining Iranian 
history and the ongoing imperialist war by 
the USA. On Sunday, there was a parade 
through the city.

On Gadigal land in Sydney there was a 
solid turnout from the working class com-
munity. Both the Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia (MUA) and the Sydney Branch of the 
Electrical Trades Union (EDU) marched on 1 
May. Maritime Union of Australia comrades 

marched with ‘MUA Here to Stay’ and ‘No 
automation without agreement’ banners, 
and local CPA members flew the Party’s 
flag proudly. 

May Day is about workers uniting to 
stand up for their interests, so it’s appropriate 
that there was a rally ‘government workers 
deserve a pay rise’ on the day.

In Newcastle workers and supporters 
marched in their thousands in the Hunter 
Workers’ May Day parade, calling for safer 
workplaces and better wages. Workers also 
demonstrated for public bus ownership.

In Meanjin/Brisbane union members 
turned out in large numbers. Thousands of 
unionists marched through Brisbane, with 
workers supporting better safety at work and 
marching together to protect wages. 

In Boorloo/Perth unionists marched 
through the city, as well as in Fremantle, 
showing the power of unity, concluding with 
family-friendly festivities and celebrations. 

Long live May Day!  

May Day – time to  
celebrate, time to organise!

Gadigal land in Sydney

Ron Hall

Tarndanya’s “Unity Over Divi-
sion” May Day Dinner, was 
held this year at the Cypriot 
Club, with Sally McManus as 
guest speaker. As a notable 
Australian trade unionist, 
feminist and political activ-
ist, she is the first woman to 
have served as Secretary of the 
Australian Council of Trade 
Unions, a position she has held 

since 2017. A key point was 
her exposure of the unholy 
alliance between Pauline and 
Gina, One Nation and Austral-
ian mining wealth.

By way of a video link, Paul 
Nowak, General Secretary of the 
UK Trade Union Congress, gave a 
message of solidarity. A poignant 
moment came with the Trail Blazer 
Award, made especially to a rank-
and-file trade unionist. This year it 
was awarded, sadly, posthumously 

to Tarnya Van Driel, but graciously 
accepted by her teenage daughter, 
with particular acknowledgement 
being paid to her mother’s support 
of the Aboriginal community in 
their political struggle involving 
Tarndanya National Aboriginal 
Cultural Institute.

The auction brought a $4,000 
bonanza, including $2,000 for the 
“Aussie?” poster by Peter Drew, 
while ACFS contributed with a 
donation of Cuban rum and Havana 

cigars with donations for Cuba 
being made through special coin 
collection jars on each table.

Working class folk songs and 
a rousing chorus of “Solidarity for 
Ever” added to the progressive 
spirit of the evening. 

The following Day brought 
together a throng of unionists, 
environmentalists and dedicated 
activists who marched through 
the city from Tarntanyangga/
Victoria Square to the Torrens 

Parade Ground where everyone 
enjoyed the barbecue provided by 
the United Workers’ Union and 
gained insightful information from 
stalls supporting the Palestinians, 
West Papua, Cuba and progressive 
forces including the CPA. Through 
their brilliant organisation, the SA 
May Day Committee gave workers 
and activists the real chance to take 
a big step forward and demonstrate 
that the people and “workers united 
will never be defeated.”  

May Day Tarndanya/Adelaide 2026

Boorloo/Perth Naarm/Melbourne

Gadigal land in Sydney Boorloo/Perth

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist
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Vijay Prashad

In February 2008, beneath 
the harsh afternoon sun of 
Accra, US President George 
W Bush stood before a small 
gathering of journalists and 
dismissed swirling rumours 
with a chuckle. The United 
States, he claimed, had no 
intention of building mili-
tary bases in Africa. “That’s 
baloney,” he said. The casual, 
dismissive word lingered,as 
such words often do when spo-
ken from the heights of power. 
His comment was meant to 
close the matter, but history, 
as always, does not obey such 
instructions.

A decade later, in March 2018, 
Ghana’s parliament ratified a 
Defence Cooperation Agreement 
with the United States. There was 
no laughter this time. Outside the 
chamber, trade unionists, students, 
and opposition politicians stood 
with placards asking “What has 
been agreed?” The full text of the 
agreement had circulated in parts, 
summarised in official statements 
that spoke of “partnership” and 
“capacity-building.” A reading of 
the full document, which now sits 
in the open, reveals clauses that had 
been hidden behind the niceties of 
diplomacy. When read carefully, 
the agreement tells a story far more 
revealing than the assurances that 
accompanied it.

The agreement begins in the 
language of cooperation, but soon 
its tone shifts. The government of 
Ghana grants the United States 
“unimpeded access to and use of 
agreed facilities and areas.” The 
phrase is deceptively calm. At 
Kotoka International Airport, where 
US forces operate, this clause takes 
on a material form: aircraft arrive 
and depart, equipment is unloaded, 
and personnel move through places 
that are Ghana but in practice are 
governed by the United States. The 
agreement does not call this a base 
because it does not need to. This 
surrender of sovereignty is clari-
fied when the agreement allows US 
military and civilian personnel to 
“enter and exit Ghana with United 
States government-furnished iden-
tification,” in other words, without 
visas – and permits them to  carry 
weapons into and out of the coun-
try while exempting them from 
paying any tax. Furthermore, US 
aircraft and vehicles are “exempt 
from any inspection” by Ghanaian 

authorities. On the surface, the 
withdrawal of Ghana’s sovereignty 
recalls the old colonial treaties that 
granted colonial powers zones of 
privilege within African lands.

When the agreement was 
brought to parliament in 2018, the 
Minority Caucus argued that the 
government had agreed to it but 
that “the country derives virtually 
nothing” from it. Ghana’s Defense 
Minister, Dominic Nitiwul, told 
parliament that the US would pay 
$20 million to the Ghana Armed 
Forces in return. The Minority 
Caucus responded, “We fail to see 
how this amount can qualify as the 
direct benefit that we are deriving as 
a nation from this agreement, which 
is so disproportionately skewed in 
favour of the USA.” 

The government of that time, 
led by President Nana Akufo-Addo 
(president from 2017 to 2025) of the 
New Patriotic Party, argued that the 
US would help bring stability to the 
Sahel and West Africa. What this 
essentially meant was that African 
countries have decided no longer 
to defend their own lands, but to 
surrender them to foreign military 
intervention.

MILITARY 
INTERVENTION

In 2008, President Bush said 
that the US was not interested 
in building a base. This was not 
entirely wrong. The US did not build 
large, permanent installations but 
rather a network of access points 
(aircraft, logistical hubs, coopera-
tive security locations) to allow for 
rapid and flexible deployment of 
US troops onto African territory.

In the Sahel, where foreign 
military presence has expanded 
dramatically over the past decade, 
instability has not receded. If 
anything, it has deepened. Armed 
groups have multiplied. Coups 
have proliferated. Civilian popu-
lations have borne the brunt. The 
presence of foreign forces has not 
addressed the underlying causes 
of conflict (poverty, inequality, 
the legacies of colonial borders, 
climate catastrophe). Instead, it 
has layered military solutions onto 
fundamentally political problems. 
Ghana, long seen as an island of 
stability, now stands at the edge 
of this storm.

Set against this quiet consol-
idation of military presence is a 
shifting political landscape across 
the continent. In Nairobi, a new 

set of conversations is unfolding. 
France, long the old custodian of 
colonial power in West and Cen-
tral Africa, has sought to rebrand 
its relationship with the continent 
through summits and strategic 
repositioning, even as it draws 
down troops from the Sahel after 
a wave of popular uprisings against 
its presence. 

The relocation of diplomatic 
and strategic attention toward East 
Africa (symbolised by France’s 
Africa Forward Summit in Nairobi 
in May) signals not a retreat of 
imperial interests but their reconfig-
uration. At the same time, anti-im-
perialist forces, trade unions, and 
popular movements are preparing 
their own meetings in the same 
city (the Pan-Africanism Summit 
Against Imperialism), determined 
to name this moment for what it is: 
not partnership, but contestation. 
In the shadow of official summits, 
these gatherings insist that Africa is 
not merely a terrain for great-power 
manoeuvering, but a site of polit-
ical struggle where the language 
of sovereignty is being rewritten 
from below.

What emerges, then, is not an 
isolated agreement in Ghana, but 
a continental pattern that stretches 
from the Sahel to the Gulf of Guinea 
and now toward East Africa. The 

same arguments recur about secu-
rity, stability, and partnership. 
The same clauses appear, such as 
access, exemption, and immunity. 
But so too does resistance. From 
the streets of Niamey to Ouaga-
dougou, from Accra to Dakar, 
a new generation has begun to 
question the permanent presence 
of foreign militaries on African soil. 
The forthcoming anti-imperialist 
gathering in Nairobi is not merely 
a meeting; it is an attempt to con-
solidate this dispersed discontent 
into a political project. It asks a 
question that echoes far beyond 
Ghana: Can Africa secure itself 
without surrendering itself?

In 2018, the General Secre-
tary of the National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) Johnson Asiedu 
Nketia, told the press that if his 
party comes to power, it would 
“suspend the agreement and ini-
tiate a far-reaching review.” From 
his party, senior parliamentarian 
Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa wrote 
a strongly worded letter to the 
President: “Your silence on the 
agreement issue is very much out 
of character, and we are sincerely 
befuddled.” 

The NDC came to power in 
2025, and Ablakwa was appointed 
the Foreign Minister. Despite what 
Asiedu Nketia and Ablakwa said 

in 2018, the new government has 
not initiated a public review or 
withdrawn from the agreement. 
The Socialist Movement of Ghana 
(SMG), which had been part of 
the fight against the agreement in 
2018, has now initiated a campaign 
for its repeal. Kwesi Pratt, Jr, the 
General Secretary of the SMG, told 
me, “The intensified struggle against 
the Forward Operation Base of the 
US in Ghana is not a vindication of 
the stand we took in 2018 but an 
exposure of the deception of the 
forces of imperialism and their local 
agents. It is also a continuation of 
the battle of sovereignty initiated 
by Kwame Nkrumah, Ahmed Sékou 
Touré, and Modibo Keita.”

The ghost of that afternoon in 
2008 lingers. “That’s baloney,” 
Bush said. There was to be no base. 
In fact, there is no base, but there 
is something greater than that: an 
open door to military intervention. 
Today, the documents available to 
read speak more clearly than Bush’s 
comments. They show a pattern of 
access, privilege, and exemption 
that, taken together, form some-
thing unmistakable. Africa’s future 
will not be written in the clauses of 
such agreements but in the strug-
gles that contest them.
Globetrotter  

From Baloney to Base:  
The making of the US military 

footprint in Ghana

The presence of foreign 
forces has not addressed the 
underlying causes of conflict.
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A show of solidarity
As the Australian media continues its 
attacks on militant unions, most nota-
bly the CFMEU, it is clear that there 
is a concerted effort to drive a wedge 
between unions. This strategy is not 
a new one. Such attempts have been 
made before, with varying results, 
through anti-communist crackdowns, 
corporate and church-led unions, and 
even the Hawke-Keating Accord. 

Attending my local May Day rally gave 

me an opportunity to see something not fea-
tured in our media: solidarity. My hometown 
has been safely in the hands of conservative 
parties since Federation, with Labor only ever 
securing a handful of State-level electoral 
wins. Yet even here unions marched side by 
side, with big showings from the CFMEU, 
the ETU, and several teaching, nursing, and 
rail unions. Even here there was a united 
message calling for an end to poverty wages 
and an end to unsafe working conditions. 

All of our media giants, from the cor-
porate players to the ABC, rally behind the 

efforts of capitalists and their friends in pol-
itics to seize unions for themselves or break 
them. The relentless messaging is part of a 
constant effort to divide and conquer. Yet our 
May Day events show that there are some 
bonds of solidarity that remain unbroken. 

We must continue to remember that an 
attack on one of us is an attack on all of us. 
The solidarity shown on May Day must not 
be a once-a-year event, but a continuous 
practice that empowers our struggles for 
safety, dignity, and peace. 

C Bartholomew

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Solutions to Crossword
Guardian  4 May 2026,  #2188

Across
1	 �CHICAGO – Home to the Blues Brothers and the Haymarket 

affair

5	 �SOS – How to say ‘May Day’ in 3 letters

6	� LAOS – Most heavily bombed country on earth

8	 �NDIS – Cut because “we can’t afford it”

10	 AUKUS – Not cut because we can’t afford it

12	 �STONEMASONS – Workers whose strike sparked the 
8-hour day movement

14	 �AI – Unions and Microsoft held a summit on

15	 �RIVER – Scrapped by UQP, this Indigenous children’s book 
was about a

16	 �BETTING – Soldier who helped kidnap a President charged 
with

DOWN
2	� KUSHNER – Real Estate investor, son-in-law, and ‘Peace 

Envoy’

3	 �CASSOWARY – flightless angry bird

4	 �GAS – Extract this stuff, sell it overseas, and pay no tax

6	 �LEGO – Danish children’s toy, Iranian propaganda weapon

7	 �WORKERS – May Day is also International …... Day

9	 �DISCOUNTS – The ACCC doesn’t believe in Woolies’ what?

11	 �DUTERTE – Philippine ex-president, charged with crimes 
against humanity

13	 �COHESION – Talked about a lot, not explained much, way 
of sticking together

Vinnie Molina

This film by Rob Sarkies, starring 3-time 
Emmy nominee Melanie Lynskey and 
Robyn Malcolm is based on the Pike 
River Coal mine disaster of November 
2010 that cost the lives of 29 minework-
ers in Aotearoa (New Zealand). 

It’s a powerful film that tells a story of 
endurance, friendship and solidarity. The film is 
based on the fight for truth and justice by Anna 
Osborne and Sonya Rockhouse who lost their 
loved ones in the preventable explosions that 
killed and injured many of the mine’s workforce.

The long struggle of these two women and 
the families of the 29 workers who didn’t come 
home brings the audience to anger, pain, and 
tears.

Watching the film made me remember 
the fight by many families I have experienced 
first hand in over 28 years as a union official 
in the construction industry. The suffering of 
families going through lengthy and expensive 
legal procedures, so often forced by the system 
to accept a small compensation that can never 
return a dead worker home, is a terrible and 
moving thing to witness. 

PROFIT BEFORE SAFETY
The film shows how breaches of health and 

safety result from the pursuit of profit before 
people.

Corporations often take the risk of paying a 
paltry fine if something goes wrong, rather than 

allocating proper funding to health and safety. 
In the film, Peter Whittall the Pike Mine CEO 
confronts the families initially promising to bring 
their sons, brothers, fathers and partners home 
by the end of the week. Later he has to tell them 
that all their relatives have died in subsequent 
explosions. He assured the grieving families 
that they would have their loved ones’ remains 
by Christmas that year. Almost 16 years later, 
the families were finally told the truth that the 
victims would stay in the mine, never to come 
home. The mine was shut “forever” and con-
verted into a memorial. 

Despite a Royal Commission and court pro-
ceedings, no one was ever charged over the 29 
deaths. The film portrays how the militant actions 
of most of the families brought some answers, 
but the coverup on the case still remains. 15 
years later the story has mostly disappeared 
from people’s minds. This film brings the case 
back to our attention in Aotearoa and Australia.

The film also portrays the role of unions 
and pays tribute to trade unionist Helen Kelly. 
It makes a vivid case for the need for workers 
to be organised to protect safety on the job.

On 28 April every year, on Workers Memorial 
Day, workers and their unions stop to pay tribute 
to all those who don’t return home from the job. 
We all should say, enough is enough, no more 
breaches of safety, no more deaths on the job. 

We know this, but this film is strongly rec-
ommended to drive the message home. No job 
is worth a life.
Pike River is in cinemas now.  

Pike River

C Bartholomew

William Blum worked for the United States’ 
State Department until 1967, when he 
left due to his opposition to US crimes in 
Vietnam. Since then, he has worked as a 
freelance journalist exposing US imperi-
alism. Blum’s feelings increased after his 
experiences in Chile, where he witnessed 
the violent US overthrow of the socialist 
Allende government.

Killing Hope is a collection of short histories, 
introducing the reader to more than fifty cases of US 
“covert and overt military actions” around the world. 
It effectively serves as an antidote to the myth of 
global communist infiltration and conspiracy which 
persists to this day, decades after the supposed end 
of the Cold War. Rather than rascally reds meddling 
with democracy, Killing Hope reveals the extensive 
history of US coups, invasions, insurgent plots, and 
election interference that defined the last century. 

With all the attention currently given to the 
Trump administration’s criminal acts against Vene-
zuela, Iran, and Cuba, as well as its threats to allies, 
Killing Hope’s account is a stark reminder that 
this behaviour is not an aberration, but the norm 
for US foreign policy. Australian readers might be 
surprised how many US allies, including Australia 
itself, appear in this book. Long before threats to 
invade Greenland or attempts to strongarm allies 
into increased military spending, the US used para-
militaries and mafias, extensive media control, and 
intervention in other countries’ elections to bring 
European nations to heel. 

What does this book offer? While it isn’t a primer 

on Marxist theory or a guide to political organising, 
Killing Hope is still useful for anyone who’s not sure 
what the phrase ‘US imperialism’ means in practice. 
The book has a very approachable structure with a 
separate small section for each topic. It details how 
extensive and fearsome the US imperialist machine 
is, but readers also ought to take away how fragile 
a system must be to depend on globe-spanning 
violence and subterfuge for its survival. 

Overall, it’s a good place to start.  

A GOOD PLACE TO START
Reading for the beginning communist/the communism curious

Killing Hope: 
US Military and CIA Interventions Since World War II

by William Blum
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Tiwi Story: Turning History Down-
side Up (2023), by Tiwi historian Mavis 
Kerinaiua and co-authored with Laura 
Rademaker, covers the history of the 
Tiwi people’s cultural continuity, the 
Spiritual connection to the land, and 
the obligation to protect country for 
future generations. 

This Tiwi oral history was recorded and 
shared by Kerinaiua, a respected Tiwi elder, 
focusing on the Kwampini (struggle) against 
the British, showing the Tiwi were active 
agents shaping events, not passive victims 
of British colonisation. 

Kerinaiua focuses on events, people, and 
place names significant to Tiwi audiences, 
concentrating on meaning and memory. The 
book is now used in schools and Indigenous 
studies to present history from an Aboriginal 
viewpoint giving legitimacy to Indigenous 
knowledge systems rather than colonial 
written archives. 

Of special interest is the Battle of Fort 
Dundas (1824–1829) on Melville Island. The 
British attempted to establish a settlement 
without consent from the Tiwi people. It 
resulted in armed conflict over competition 
for food, water, and local materials in tradi-
tional hunting grounds. The settlers ignored 
Tiwi sacred spaces and committed cultural 
violations against the Tiwi’s strict territorial 
and kinship systems. 

Tiwi Story corrects colonial histories of 
the Fort Dundas battles, which minimise 
Tiwi resistance. The Tiwi were not ‘rebelling’ 
but defending their land, law, and sacred 
places. Tiwi fighters used strategic, organ-
ised resistance, acting under cultural law 
and leadership structures. It was planned 
resistance that utilised knowledge of terrain 
and timing to launch coordinated attacks 
on the fort and its supply lines. Kerinaiua 
highlights intentional, successful resistance 
by the Tiwi. Their oral histories emphasise 
deliberate strategy and defence of country.

Kerinaiua’s work provides rare documen-
tation of Tiwi perspectives on early frontier 
conflict, contributing to a broader recognition 
of Australia’s Frontier Wars. British records 
emphasise colonial hardship and the failure 

of the settlement. Modern historians see 
Kwampini as part of the broader Frontier 
Wars, with British accounts downplaying and 
mischaracterising the scale of Tiwi resistance. 

Instead, the Kwampini was a decisive 
assertion of Aboriginal sovereignty and 
resistance, directly forcing a colonial with-
drawal. British troops, though better armed, 
were isolated and vulnerable due to distance 
from major settlements and limited supply 
chains. The British suffered increasing losses, 
illness, and logistical failure, leading to Fort 
Dundas being abandoned in 1829. 

This is one of the earliest sustained Indig-
enous resistances to British colonisation in 
Australia, and one of the earliest victories 
over British settlements in northern Aus-
tralia. The Tiwi effectively defended their 
land without formal treaties or large-scale 
alliances. 

Tiwi Story: Turning History Downside 
Up is an important addition to the history 
of the Frontier Wars and Aboriginal oral 
history. It is well worth the read.  

James Elder

At least nine people were 
reported to have been killed in 
southern Lebanon in a recent 
strike, as ongoing hostilities 
continue to exact a heavy toll 
on civilians and drive a wors-
ening humanitarian crisis 
marked by rising hunger and 
strained public services.

The UN relief coordination 
office, OCHA, cited reports from 
Lebanese authorities that at least 
13 people were also injured in mul-
tiple airstrikes and military activity 
across towns in the south.

Between 17 and 28 April alone, 
48 people were killed and 183 
injured, bringing the total toll since 
the escalation began on 2 March to 
more than 2,500 killed and over 
7,800 wounded, according to the 
country’s health ministry.

Despite an extended cease-
fire, the situation remains “fragile 
and volatile,” OCHA said, with 
continued violence hampering 

humanitarian access and recovery 
efforts.

Aid agencies have managed to 
carry out 100 assisted missions 
to hard-to-reach areas through 
a UN-coordinated notification 
system, allowing some relief to 
reach communities under strain.

HUNGER WORSENS
Insecurity, coupled with the 

economic impact of the conflict, has 
further strained livelihoods, while 
rising costs and supply disruptions 
are worsening food insecurity.

Estimates indicate that nearly a 
quarter of the population is facing 
acute hunger.

A new alert from the UN-backed 
global food security tracker IPC 
has warned that the situation is 
deteriorating rapidly.

Around 1.2 million people could 
face high levels of acute food inse-
curity between now and August.

“Behind every number are fam-
ilies struggling to meet their food 
needs consistently,” the UN World 

Food Programme (WFP) said, as it 
continues to scale up assistance, 
together with partners.

The humanitarian situation is 
further compounded by displace-
ment and fragile public services.

In one school-turned-shelter in 
Jdeideh, in northern Beirut city, 377 
people – around 90 families – are 
living in cramped conditions, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
reported, highlighting the pressures 
on basic infrastructure.

The UN health agency has been 
working with partners to strengthen 
medical treatment options including 
support for hospital blood banks 
to ensure lifesaving transfusions 
during emergencies.

GAZA
In Gaza, humanitarian condi-

tions remain dire, with families 
facing overcrowded shelters, lim-
ited access to water and growing 
health risks.

OCHA said UN and partner 
teams visiting displacement sites 

in eastern Gaza city found around 
600 families living in “harsh con-
ditions,” sheltering in damaged 
buildings and tents with little 
access to clean water and virtually 
no sanitation services.

Rodents and insects are wide-
spread, increasing the risk of dis-
ease, while untreated waste and 
overcrowding are compounding 
already difficult living conditions.

With few opportunities to earn 
a living, children are increasingly 
venturing into high-risk areas where 
Israeli forces remain deployed, 
collecting materials to sell.

Access constraints and ongoing 
insecurity continue to limit the 
delivery of aid, with emergency 
medical services largely unavailable 
in many areas.

HIDDEN DANGERS
The crisis is further com-

pounded by the threat of unex-
ploded ordnance, which continues 
to pose deadly risks and hinder 
recovery.

According to the UN Mine 
Action Service (UNMAS), more 
than 1,200 people have been killed 
or injured by explosive ordnance in 
Gaza since October 2023. Nearly 
half of the victims are children.

The widespread contamination 
is preventing families from return-
ing home safely and obstructing 
humanitarian operations, as aid 
convoys risk detonation while 
attempting to reach affected 
communities.

“Families cannot safely return 
to their home places to begin 
rebuilding their lives without the 
risk of finding explosive ordnance 
amongst the rubble,” said Julius 
Van Der Walt, head of UNMAS in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

With around 1.9 million people 
displaced and 60 per cent of the 
population without homes, the 
scale of destruction has set back 
development in Gaza by decades, 
he added.
United Nations  

Tiwi Story: Turning History 
Downside Up

Tiwi war kwampini (‘Tiwi War Hero: 
Footprints in the Sand’) is a bilingual 
(English and Tiwi) children’s book 
that tells the story of Tiwi historian 
Mavis Kerinaiua’s grandfather, Louie 
Purraputimali Munkara in World War 
II. Through him, the broader role of 
Tiwi people in defending northern 
Australia is told. It is a cultural act of 
remembrance and truth-telling. Keri-
naiua combines Indigenous language, 
oral history, and beautiful illustra-
tions to present a narrative largely 
absent from mainstream Australian 
war history. 

In Tiwi Story, she challenges colonial 
narratives of the battles of Fort Dundas. In 
Tiwi war kwampini, her family’s memory 
is legitimate history, rejecting the idea that 
archives and colonial documents are the 
only ‘real’ sources to establish the historical 
narrative.

During World War II, the Tiwi people 
actively patrolled and defended the coastline, 
including during the bombing of Darwin and 
Nguiu Mission. They rescued Allied sailors 
from sinking ships and captured downed 
Japanese pilots. Indigenous Australians 
were active defenders of Country rather than 
passive subjects of the Crown. By centring 
her grandfather, Kerinaiua turns a national 
story into an intimate one. His heroism is 

shown through lived experience and family 
memory.

The book is more commemorative than 
critical analysis, thereby changing how his-
tory is told and transmitted. 

Tiwi war kwampini operates outside 
academic expectations, it asserts through 
memory, using language, kinship. Kerinaiua 
is more than an author, she is a historian, 
a cultural authority, and a methodological 
challenger to how history is written in Aus-
tralia. The book is more commemorative 
than critical analysis, thereby changing how 
history is told and transmitted. 

Her family’s personal story, told with 
emotional clarity, hits harder than an aca-
demic history of WWII. It uses cultural trans-
mission and accessibility to teach younger 
generations of Indigenous people. Although 
it is a children’s book, it does not trivialise 
its subject. Its themes of courage, collective 
responsibility, and connection to Country are 
handled with clarity and respect. As a short, 
illustrated work it is accessible for children, 
aiming at education and cultural transmission 
rather than critical historiography. 

Tiwi war kwampini fills a major gap 
in Australian historical consciousness by 
highlighting Tiwi contributions to WWII, 
something that is not widely known. It’s a 
delight to read.  

Tiwi war kwampini: 
Mwarlapwara kangi tingati

Lebanon strikes deepen crisis, 
conditions worsen in Gaza

Tiwi Islands at war
Graham Holton reviews two books about resistance and bravery on the Tiwi Islands
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Peter Farmer

Since the illegal and brutal 
US invasion of Venezuela on 
3 January this year and the 
kidnapping of President Nico-
las Maduro and First Lady 
Cilia Flores, Cuba has been 
systematically starved of oil 
by the US, causing a serious 
and widespread crisis in Cuba.

Public transport has ceased to 
run, hospitals are unable to per-
form the most basic operations, 
rubbish is piled in the streets as 
there is no fuel for dustcarts and 
there are country wide electricity 
blackouts.

Russia has sent one tanker with 
oil with more said to follow but it’s 
clear that many countries have been 
intimidated by the Trump gang-
ster gang into not sending oil. In 
the case of Venezuela, the US has 
effectively assumed control of oil 
production and has no intention of 
resuming supplies to Cuba.

The oil blockade of course 
comes on top of the “el bloqueo” 
– the US economic, commercial 
and financial blockade of Cuba 
operational since October 1960 
that was further tightened in the 
1960s and 1990s.

The blockade even extends 
to corporations from third party 
countries that may choose to do 
business with Cuba but will then 
find any business conducted within 
the US subject to legal sanction.

This extraterritoriality is of 
course unlawful and shows that 
US gangsterism against Cuba has 
a long history.

Trump has rebranded the 
Monroe Doctrine dating from the 
early 19th century that set out that 
the Americas were the preserve of 
US imperialism and any new impe-
rial expansion by European powers 
would not be tolerated.

Humanitarian support for Cuba 
is coming from many places – the 
EU has released €2 million to sup-
port aid logistics; Caricom is send-
ing powdered milk, baby formula 
and medical supplies; Mexico has 
sent 1,000 tonnes of food aid and 
Brazil is increasing its aid effort.

In Britain the Cuba Vive (Cuba 
Lives) medical aid appeal organised 
by the Cuba Solidarity Campaign – 
with strong support from a range 
of British unions, particularly the 
public service union Unison – has 
been phenomenal in getting aid 
to Cuba. In February this year it 
shipped 23 tonnes of powdered 
milk and in March, 24 tonnes of 
rice and lentils.

China’s response has been con-
crete and strategic. Ninety thousand 
tons of rice; emergency financial 
assistance of $80 million; medical 
equipment that Cuba cannot source 
elsewhere due to the embargo. 
The solar energy program being 
developed by the two countries is 
designed not merely to plug gaps 
but to structurally transform Cuba’s 
energy system so that it can enjoy 
energy sovereignty.

Trade unions around the world 
have been forthright in their sup-
port for Cuba and against Trump 
gangsterism.

In January, British Trade Union 
Council general secretary Paul 
Nowak met the Cuban ambassador 
to Britain, Ismara Vargas Walter. 
The ambassador thanked Nowak for 
British unions’ historic opposition 
to the US blockade and expressed 
her gratitude to him for signing 
the “Urgent Appeal for Peace and 
Sovereignty in Cuba and Latin 
America,” joining more than 100 
British MPs and numerous public 
figures as a prominent trade union 
leader in supporting this important 
initiative promoted by the Cuba 
Solidarity Campaign in defence of 

peace, sovereignty and social justice 
in the region.

The Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions were co-signatories to a 
letter published in the Irish Times 
that said: “For decades, the US has 
ignored annual UN resolutions, 
supported by Ireland, condemn-
ing its illegal blockade of Cuba. 
The latest actions by the Trump 
administration represent a signif-
icant escalation of its attempts to 
destabilise the government of the 
country by starving its population.

“The Cuban government has 
accused Trump and his secretary 
of state, Marco Rubio, of ‘psycho-
logical warfare’ against its people 
and has called on the international 
community to provide urgent 
humanitarian assistance.”

The World Federation of Trade 
Unions, representing unions mainly 
from the global South, launched a 
Solidarity Week with the Heroic 
People of Cuba, from April 16-22.

In Africa, which has many ties 
with Cuba, the regional organisation 
of the International Trade Union 
Confederation said it expresses 
firm solidarity with the people and 
workers of Cuba.

“We stand with them in the face 
of hardship and external pressures 
that threaten livelihoods, dignity 
and social stability … ITUC-Africa 
calls on the international commu-
nity to end its dangerous silence 
and speak up for international law 
and order … Workers across Africa 
stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
Cuban people, workers, families 
and government in their struggle 
for dignity, justice, peace, freedom 
and social progress.”

In Australia, Australia-Cuba 
Friendship Society branches around 
the country are raising funds for 
solar power for Cuba. 

In Cuba, the unions organised 
in the Central de Trabajadores de 
Cuba marked their resistance to 

the US aggression on May Day, 
saying: “Faced with the growing 
threats from the US government, 
reinforced by the executive order 
of 29 January that added an energy 
blockade to the already tightened 
economic, commercial and finan-
cial siege imposed on us for more 
than 65 years simply for wanting 
to build a dignified, sovereign, and 
independent nation, nothing is 
more important and decisive today 
than working united and rising as 
a country.

“In this context, the Workers’ 
Central Union of Cuba and its 
national unions … call for the cel-
ebration of May Day, International 
Workers’ Day, under a cardinal and 
mobilising idea: the Homeland is 
defended.”
(with material from Morning Star and 
Friends of Socialist China)  

International support for Cuba

ACFS Perth action outside US consulate March 2026.

Depending on which city, 
suburb, or small town you 
marched in, demands for 
workers’ rights, for closing 
the income gap between the 
rich and the rest of us, and 
against the repressive Donald 
Trump administration high-
lighted the 5,000 May Day 
marches on 1 May, Interna-
tional Workers Day.

In Washington DC, Trump’s 
attacks on the standard of living 
of workers, caused by his war on 
Iran, his attacks on voting rights, 

his attacks on immigrant rights, and 
other actions, were a focus of the 
demonstrations. It was the biggest 
labour movement action on May 
Day in decades since the Cold War 
days, when there was an anti-labor 
movement geared to getting work-
ers to drop the celebration of May 
Day in the US.

The historic shift in thinking 
regarding May Day was reflected 
early in the morning on 1 May, 
when national news and cable net-
works reported on May Day actions 
scheduled that day for thousands 

of cities under the banner of “May 
Day Strong.”

“He tried to bully us, and he 
tried to make us an example, and he 
thought we were going to roll over,” 
AFL-CIO President Liz Shuler told 
a post-march gathering in front of 
AFL-CIO headquarters. 

“But he didn’t know we 
wouldn’t,” and would instead fight 
for all workers. “And if you’re going 
to come after immigrant workers” – 
Trump’s top target – “you’re going 
to have to come through us first,” 
Shuler warned. 

She also warned the crowd that 
the fight for workers’ rights, equal 
pay, and a say on the job, which 
has been going on for decades, 
will continue. “Everything we won 
in this country came because we 
fought for it.”

Shuler declared it “a fight for 
everybody.” Trump and his allies 
“are striking back at us because 
they’re terrified” of the voting and 
economic power workers wield. 
She asserted powerfully that labour 
will not tolerate the attacks on the 
Voting Rights Act either. “But this 
is not just blue states versus red 
states … It’s the billionaires versus 
the rest of us.”

In Manhattan, the top theme 
was income inequality, with march-
ers from the Sunrise Movement 
peacefully sitting in – and getting 
arrested – after breaking through 
fences around the New York Stock 
Exchange. Wall Street, of course, 
loves fossil fuels and hates “greens.”

There, as elsewhere, a 
main theme was “workers, not 
billionaires.”

In Portland, Oregon, the prison 
where Trump’s violent and vicious 
ICE agents imprison people before 
trying to deport them, police con-
fronted chanting protesters and 
arrested several. Abolishing ICE, 
its prisons, and its illegal arrests 

was the main theme of marches 
all over that state, Oregon Public 
Broadcasting reported.

Health workers used May Day 
to voice their support for all work-
ers, including immigrant workers 
who have been a major target of 
the administration.

“This whole immigration thing 
is kind of off the charts,” nurse 
Vivianne Kelly said. “Especially 
when they say they’re going after 
violent criminals and drug traf-
fickers,” she continued. “When 
what I see is them going after 
women and children and anyone 
they feel like.”

In Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, immigration was the 
top cause, too. Across San Fran-
cisco Bay, in Oakland, marchers 
denounced Trump’s war on Iran. 

In Chicago, the birthplace 
of May Day as the international 
workers’ holiday – commemorat-
ing the Haymarket Square martyrs 
of 4 May 1886 – it was a fight for 
the full range of issues workers 
are struggling on. They ranged 
from workers’ rights to demanding 
ICE out of the city, restoration of 
diversity, equity, and inclusion to 
more money for the Chicago Public 
Schools.
People’s World (edited for 
space)  

May Day USA: workers’ rights,  
voting and immigrant rights

In Cuba, Army General Raúl Castro Ruz, 
leader of the Cuban Revolution, led a massive 
May Day rally at the José Martí Anti-Imperi-
alist Tribune, attended by more than half a 
million Havana residents, representing the 
entire island. 

Workers organised into 15 unions responded 
to the call for mobilisation, a parade, and a rally, 
which, at first light on this International Workers’ 
Day, reached the grandstand of the fighting people, 
located on Havana’s Malecón, where the main May 
Day event in Cuba was held.

In the centennial year of the birth of Command-
er-in-Chief Fidel Castro Ruz, vast numbers of people 
advanced in a march that transcended mere com-
memoration to become a political and social reaffir-
mation. Cuban and Palestinian flags waved together 
in a parade that also served as a message of solidarity 
and a defence of peace.

The day also became a platform to reiterate the call 
to confront current challenges with work, creativity, 
and unity, amidst a complex economic context and 
under the persistent blockade.
Granma/Telesur  

May Day Cuba,  
a message of solidarity
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Pavan Kulkarni

Barely four days after repelling the coordi-
nated terror attacks by an Al-Qaeda affiliate 
and a northern separatist group on six dif-
ferent cities, the government of Mali, whose 
collapse the Western media has long been 
prophesying, is pressing on with develop-
mental projects.

Electricity supply, healthcare, education, and the 
state of livestock and fisheries were among the matters 
discussed at the cabinet meeting in the Presidential 
Palace on 29 April, while the military continued 
“mopping-up” with search-and-secure operations. 

Following a report by Foreign Minister Abdoulaye 
Diop, the council ministers adopted the draft texts 
ratifying the agreements signed with the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) in February, for a loan 
amount of over USD 70.5 million. 

The loan will be used to finance part of the cost 
of the 225-kilovolt Northern Loop project to secure a 
continuous and reliable supply of electricity to Bamako 
and its surrounding areas. 

Along with ensuring access to domestically-pro-
duced energy for consumption, the power plant is 
also critical for the success of the government’s push 
for industrial advancement from merely extracting 
raw materials for export to domestic processing and 
value addition. 

Underdeveloped by colonialism and the subsequent 
neo-colonial regimes propped up by France after 
formal independence, much of the population still 
engages in agro-pastoral work, with livestock being 
an important source of livelihood for 85% of farmers. 

The meeting discussed plans to modernise the 
agricultural sector and improve information and 
communication science. 

The meeting started with a minute of silent trib-
ute for Defence Minister Lieutenant General Sadio 
Camara, who fell in battle during an attack on 25 April, 
just about 15 km away, in the garrison town of Kati.

After killing several attackers in an intense gunfight, 
Camara was fatally wounded when a suicide bomber 
drove in a car so heavily laden with explosives that the 
blast collapsed Camara’s residence and destroyed a 
neighbouring mosque, killing and wounding several 
others.​

Describing him as a “valiant officer” in his televised 
address on the evening of 28 April, Mali’s president, 
Col. Assimi Goïta said Camara’s “passing constitutes 
an immense loss for the Malian nation.”

Camara was among the core group of officers who, 
in 2020, overthrew the regime of Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keïta, propped up by France, against whose military 
presence and economic domination, mass protests 
were rocking the country.
People’s Dispatch  

GERMANY: Presently the United States has more than 
36,000 troops stationed in Germany. It had planned for 
some time to reduce the number by withdrawing 5,000 
within a year. President Trump, however has announced 
that the number might be increased saying, “We are cut-
ting a lot further than 5,000,” he said last week. Trump 
previously criticised German Chancellor Friedrich Merz 
over his stance on Iran and nuclear weapons. Merz told 
a group of students that the US “clearly have no strategy” 
and was being “humiliated” by Iran.

CHINA: The Chinese Foreign Ministry marked the 80th 
anniversary of the start of the Tokyo Trials by warning 
the “spectre of Japanese militarism still remains and con-
tinues to breed.” The Ministry said in a statement that 
along with the Nuremberg Trials, “the Tokyo Trials nailed 
the fascist war criminals to the eternal pillar of shame,” 
adding that distorting the historical record would lead to 
“future disasters.” China condemned the Japanese gov-
ernment’s rearmament and revisionist denial of wartime 
atrocities, including in school textbooks.

INDONESIA: Indonesia is exploring the possibility of turn-
ing Bali into a safe international financial haven, accord-
ing to the Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs. 
“We can offer Kura Kura Bali as a location for the finan-
cial centre,” the minister said during a working visit to Bali. 
The initiative followed Indonesia’s President Prawobo 
Subianto’s earlier announcement – made against the 
background of the Iran conflict – to create a financial hub 
specifically for investors moving capital out of more vola-
tile areas. “Indonesia is one of the countries considered 
among the safest. We plan to create a special financial 
centre,” Prabowo Subianto pledged.

JAPAN: Nearly 70% of Japanese citizens believe that 
the country should conduct its foreign policy more inde-
pendently from the United States. The findings reflect a 
growing desire within Japan to establish a foreign policy 
stance that puts national interests first. While 24% of the 
respondents stated that Japan should continue to follow 
the US in its diplomatic efforts, a significant 68% indicated 
a preference for a foreign policy that is “as independent 
as possible.” This highlights the shift in public sentiment 
regarding Japan-US relations. The poll also revealed 
widespread criticism about the ability of the US to main-
tain global peace. When asked to what extent the inter-
national community can trust Washington in this role, 
only 3% of respondents said “a good deal,” while 40% 
expressed “some trust.” 48% thought that the US can-
not be trusted a great deal, and 6% believe it cannot be 
trusted at all.

PAKISTAN: Pakistan has officially announced the transit 
of goods into Iran through its territory and ports, effective 
immediately. The announcement coincided with Iranian 
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi’s visit to Islamabad for 
talks with Prime Minister Sherbaz Sharif. The move marks 
a significant shift away from the UAE ports Iran had long 
relied on for regional trade access.

VATICAN: The Vatican confirmed the meeting of Pope 
Leo XIV and US Secretary of State Marco Rubio. The 
Pope had earlier criticised US President Trump’s immigra-
tion policies and disagreed with him over the war in Iran. 
According to the US State Department, Marco Rubio’s 
meeting aims to thaw diplomatic relations between the US 
and the Vatican, as well as discussing the situation in the 
Middle East and mutual interests in Latin America. 

Global Briefs
Mali: ‘Sovereignty 

will be consolidated’

Mali in Africa. Graphic: TUBS – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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Rodrigo Acuña

Venezuela has lost its sov-
ereignty as an independent 
nation-state. In late Janu-
ary – just a few weeks after 
the Trump administration 
bombed the country, report-
edly killing between 100 and 
120 people, damaging 463 
homes, and kidnapping Pres-
ident Nicolás Maduro and his 
wife Cilia Flores – Venezuela’s 
National Assembly  approved 
reforms to the Organic Hydro-
carbons Law. 

The reforms move Venezuela’s 
oil industry away from state-con-
trolled exploration and drilling 
by Petróleos de Venezuela, S.A. 
(PDVSA, the state-owned oil com-
pany), and joint ventures between 
PDVSA and foreign oil companies, 
by authorising private companies 
to participate directly in upstream 
hydrocarbon activities (explora-
tion, production, transportation, 
and initial storage). It’s a dramatic 
shift from the strict nationalisation 
model in place in Venezuela since 
the early 2000s.

Acting President Delcy 
Rodríguez, who first proposed 
the reforms, claimed they would 
allow investment flows to be 
directed toward new oil fields, as 
well as fields where no investment 
or infrastructure has previously 
existed. She said that the reform 
would incorporate production 
models from the Anti-Blockade 
Law (which aimed to attract 
foreign investments into Vene-
zuela in order to get around the 
US economic blockade) so that 
“investment flows are incorporated 
and shield our hydrocarbons.” 
Emphasising Venezuela’s right to 
have trade relations with China, 
Russia, Cuba, and Iran, Rodríguez 
added: “If one day I have to go to 

Washington as president in charge, 
I will do it standing, walking, not 
crawling.”

Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Rodríguez is following 
Washington’s dictates and the new 
law is a reflection of that. Accord-
ing to a leaked video of a meeting 
between Caracas officials and social 
media influencers, seven days after 
the US attack, Rodríguez said that, 
after Maduro was kidnapped, the 
US military called her to inform 
her that the president and his wife 
had been “assassinated.” Rodríguez 
claimed that “she and other mem-
bers of his cabinet were given 
15 minutes to decide whether to 
comply with Washington’s demands 
– ‘or they would kill us.’ ”

Rodríguez’s statement about 
Washington’s threats is not out 
of sync with Donald Trump’s first 
comments after Maduro’s kidnap-
ping: “If she doesn’t do what’s right, 
she is going to pay a very big price, 
probably bigger than Maduro,” were 
Trump’s exact words. 

Roger Carstens, a US diplomat 
and retired Army Special Forces 
lieutenant colonel told 60 Minutes 
that if Venezuela’s new government 
does not follow Trump’s dictates, 
they should expect further armed 
aggression.

Venezuela is “currently living 
under a kind of military occupation, 
not with soldiers physically on the 
territory, but with imminent, evi-
dent, and close military pressure 
and threat over the current authori-
ties of the country,” Carlos Dürich, a 
lecturer at the Centre for Communal 
Studies, Learning, and Research 
at the Kléber Ramírez Polytechnic 
University in the state of Mérida, 
told Truthout. “That means that the 
policies followed since 3 January 
... have been strongly influenced 
by that reality.”

Dürich says the reforms 

“severely affect the sovereignty of 
the country.”

“Previously, a minority part-
ner could not administer, plan, or 
develop oil fields,” he said. “Now 
they have the authority to do so 
and can also commercialise crude 
independently and even create 
accounts abroad to deposit these 
resources, which severely limits 
the Ministry’s and Central Bank’s 
auditing capacity.”

Taxes on the oil industry have 
been “drastically reduced” given 
that, prior to the current changes, 
the Venezuelan state imposed five 
or six taxes in contrast to the cur-
rent “consolidation” of a “single 
15 per cent tax, which can even 
be lower.”

While the state is “formally 
entitled to 30 per cent” of royalties, 
the new reform has introduced the 
possibility of “reducing them with 
no minimum floor, meaning they 
could effectively reach zero.”

Venezuelan historian Luis Britto 
García is also highly critical of the 
new Organic Hydrocarbons Law. 
Britto García recently wrote that 
“the previous law allowed the nation 
to receive between 60 per cent and 
65 per cent in royalties and taxes, 
while the provisions of the recently 
amended law allow multinationals 
to reduce this contribution to below 
15 per cent.”

In his view, the new legislative 
changes “tend to diminish the 
Republic’s exclusive jurisdiction 
over hydrocarbon exploitation, 
enabling a gradual privatisation of 
the industry.” With a serious reduc-
tion to the revenues generated by 
Venezuela’s resources he argues, 
eventually, the financial manage-
ment PDVSA and the republic itself 
will be jeopardised.

US Senator Chris Murphy 
recently said that “Trump took Ven-
ezuela’s oil at gunpoint, and gave 
it to one of his biggest campaign 
donors” – Vitol, a Geneva-based 
energy and commodity trading firm 
whose US arm is headquartered in 
Texas. In 2024, one of Vitol’s senior 
traders, John Addison, donated 
US$6 million to Trump’s reelection 
campaign.

In mid-February, Delcy 
Rodríguez was asked if she was 
“taking direction from President 
Trump.” She replied that she had 
two dialogues over the phone with 

Trump that were “very respectful 
conversations,” and that she “must 
be really grateful for this level of 
cooperation” that they are “going 
to build together.”

Asked if she supported “the 
way the United States is carrying 
out sales of Venezuelan oil and 
dispersing its proceeds,” Rodríguez 
replied that the sale of oil was taking 
place in the framework of any buyer 
who comes to Venezuela and buys 
oil. What the buyer then decides 
to do with that oil (in this case the 
United States) said Rodríguez, is 
up to them.

For the first time in years, Ven-
ezuelan oil is being transported to 
Israel by the Bazan Group, a major 
Israeli refiner. “In the last month,” 
Bloomberg reported on 11 February, 
“cargoes” of Venezuelan oil “have 
been sold to buyers in India, Spain, 
the US, and now Israel.” Cuba, 
Venezuela’s long-time ally, isn’t 
receiving Venezuelan oil and has 
entered one of its worst economic 
crises since the 1990s as Trump 
has imposed a total oil blockade on 
the island in order to overthrow its 
government.

When asked if there would be 
transparency in how Venezuela 
spent its oil revenues, Rodríguez 
replied that shortly after she was 
sworn in, she set up “two sovereign 
funds.” The first is to guarantee 
the health and education of Ven-
ezuelans while the second aims 
to guarantee infrastructure. Her 
government, she said, had “started 
a new app” so people could “log in 
and see exactly where the funds 
are going” and “how they are being 
used.”

If Rodríguez’s interview was dif-
ficult to watch, the one given by her 
brother, Congressional President 
Jorge Rodríguez, was far worse.

Speaking to pro-MAGA media 
outlet Newsmax, Jorge Rodríguez 
was asked how his government was 
handling leading Venezuela “in 
coordination with the United States, 
which is completely antithetical to 
everything that your government 
has stood for … for the past 25, 
26 years.” Claiming that “interim 
President Delcy Rodríguez is totally 
in charge of Venezuela and its sov-
ereignty,” Rodríguez conceded that 
the relationship between Washing-
ton and Caracas was “very intense,” 
however, “in the last 36 days, we 

have had a very good understanding 
and relationship working with the 
government of the United States.”

Conceding that his government 
was in regular conversations with 
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, 
Rodríguez said the future looked 
“very promising.” While noting the 
difficulties that the US economic 
blockade had caused Venezuela, 
and mistakes made by the Maduro 
administration of which he was a 
part, Rodríguez said that the coun-
try was welcoming new foreign 
investments. In his view, Vene-
zuela was going to “move forward 
and promote health, education, 
culture throughout a free market 
economy.” Asked what Venezuela’s 
citizens thought of the government’s 
new direction, Rodríguez replied in 
English that “they are very okay,” 
and laughed nervously.

Shortly after the US attack, 
some international commentators 
insinuated that, given the lack 
of resistance by the Venezuelan 
military, what really occurred in 
Caracas was a coup d’état led by 
the Rodríguez siblings. Writing on 
his social media , Tariq Ali claimed 
that the “US is backing Delcy who 
has promised them whatever they 
want” as “CIA assessments virtually 
published this in so many words.”

Asked about these allegations, 
Carlos Dürich told Truthout that he 
was aware of them, but that there 
was no solid proof. “What is certain 
is that, after 3 January, the speed 
with which closeness has developed 
between the two states – the US and 
Venezuela – and the way diplomacy 
is being expressed, suggests that 
there were prior conversations to 
achieve the rapid progress that is 
now taking place,” he said. 

For now, inside Venezuela, the 
government has continued to call 
for the release of President Maduro 
and his wife Flores. These calls have 
been supported by large demon-
strations that have received next 
to no coverage in the mainstream 
Western press. Juan Lenzo, a Ven-
ezuelan activist, told Truthout that 
while the protests are almost a daily 
occurrence, the Rodríguez govern-
ment has “not established sufficient 
mechanisms to put pressure” on 
the United States in order to obtain 
Maduro and Flores’s release.
Truthout  

Venezuela: privatisation  
at gunpoint

No war on Venezuela rally, San Francisco, 14 January 2026. Photo: Timothy Vollmer – flickr.com (CC BY 4.0)
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Canada: call for justice
GH

Indigenous women and girls are twelve times more likely 
to be murdered or go missing than any other demograph-
ic in Canada. Over the past four decades, thousands of 
cases of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls (MMIWG) have suffered systemic under-investiga-
tion by local police. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) identified over 1,000 cases of murder or disap-
pearance between 1980 and 2012. The Native Women’s 
Association of Canada (NWAC) argue the true number is 
closer to 4,000. 

Despite making up less than 5 per cent of the female 
population of Canada’s population, Indigenous women 
account for a disproportionate share of homicide vic-
tims and are targeted due to systemic factors including 
race-based and gender-based colonial genocide, pov-
erty, and marginalisation. A 2019 report concluded that 
the violence is worsened by the state failing to protect 
Indigenous women. Indigenous women accounted for 21 
per cent of gender-related homicides of women and girls 
between 2011-2021. The homicide rate in 2024 was eight 
times higher for Indigenous than the non-Indigenous.

A 2023 study found that 209 of 219 testimonies from 
families highlighted negative interactions with police, who 
dismissed their daughters as ‘runaways.’ In many cases 
families reported that police quickly gave up search-
ing for bodies or culprits, and waited months before 
filing a report. Amnesty International and other advoca-
cy groups have long argued that Indigenous women are 
under-protected as victims of crime. The report produced 
the reporting tool ‘231 Calls for Justice,’ an organisation 
of Indigenous people in Canada calling for 231 specif-
ic measures to bring justice for Canadian Indigenous 
women, but, as with the Royal Commission into Black 
Deaths in Custody in Australia, implementation has been 
slow, and the outcomes have not significantly changed. 

Research reports published last year stressed the contin-
ued crisis of these disappearances and the links between 
trafficking and missing Indigenous women in some urban 
areas. Dozens of women have gone missing or been 
murdered along a 700-kilometre stretch of Highway 16 
in British Columbia. The Winnipeg (Manitoba) serial kill-
ing of four Indigenous women by a convicted killer is 
an example of the pattern of violence experienced. The 
Canadian federal government has invested millions to 
support families of missing and murdered Indigenous 
people in Nova Scotia, and there are ongoing efforts to 
improve outreach, information liaison services, and coor-
dinated action. 

Families and communities continue to seek justice and 
the proper handling of remains and investigations. Late 
last year, protests called for justice after the early release 
of a convicted killer shocked Indigenous communities. 
National awareness efforts such as marches, memori-
als and Red Dress Day on 5 May and Sisters in Spirit 
vigils draw attention to the scale of the crisis and the 
need for action, justice, and the impact on families and 
communities. 

The Native Women’s Association of Canada has pro-
duced an ‘advocacy toolkit’ to support families, survivors 
and community members who work to address the cri-
sis. The front page of that toolkit says “this is not a toolkit 
about awareness. Families have been telling the truth for 
decades.”
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Oil barge on the Yangtze River, China.

The government of China has rejected US oil 
sanctions imposed against several of its major 
energy enterprises, arguing that Washington’s 
latest move constitutes an illegal interference 
in global trade. Beijing’s Ministry of Commerce 
issued a sharp rebuttal to the White House, 
declaring that these unilateral measures 
“unduly restrict the development of normal 
economic and commercial activities.”

The US judicial order targets influential Chinese 
energy firms, including Hengli Petrochemical, Shan-
dong Shouguang Luqing Petrochemical, Shandong 
Jincheng Petrochemical Group, and Shandong Shengx-
ing Chemical. These companies manage substantial 
cross-border operations valued at billions of dollars, 
making the sanctions a direct challenge to the energy 
supply chain.

By taking this firm stance, Beijing is not only pro-
tecting its corporate interests but also reasserting its 
role as a primary consumer of Iranian crude oil. The 
conflict marks a significant escalation in the ongoing 
friction between the world’s two largest economies 
over their respective approaches to Middle Eastern 
diplomacy and energy security.

GLOBAL REPERCUSSIONS
Beijing argues that rejecting the sanctions is rooted 

in the defence of international law. Officials maintain 

that US policy violates the fundamental principles 
of sovereign equality. They argue that the sanctions 
measures negatively impact human rights by limiting 
global access to essential energy resources during a 
period of high market volatility

The geopolitical implications of this dispute 
signal a potential shift toward a divided global energy 
market. China rejecting the sanctions is part of a larger 
trend as China and other emerging economies seek 
to insulate their financial and energy sectors from US 
dollar-denominated secondary sanctions. This move-
ment toward ‘de-risking’ through alternative currency 
payments and independent shipping lanes is a direct 
response to Washington’s use of its financial clout as 
a geopolitical weapon.

Beijing has signaled that it will not recognise nor 
comply with these US unilateral orders, reaffirming 
its strategic cooperation with Tehran. This commit-
ment is not merely a commercial one. It represents 
an ideological stance that resists the imposition of 
foreign policies on sovereign nations, particularly 
when those policies threaten China’s long-term energy 
security requirements.
Telesur (edited for space)  

China rejects  
US oil sanctions Half the Sky
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Alexa Stuart, Subhi Awad, Jane Salmon 

Australians who were held in Israeli 
custody for over 30 hours, have spoken 
out about threats, violence, beatings 
and abuse. 

Six Australians were captured by the 
Israeli Defence Forces in international 
waters west of Crete on 30 April, and were 
later released. 

The Australians were aboard the Global 
Sumud Flotilla attempting to get life-saving 
aid to Gaza. 

Three Australians, Ethan Floyd, Zack 
Schofield, and Neve O’Connor were taken to 
Sitia General Hospital in Crete for injuries, 
including concussion, bruising and cuts. 
Cameron Tribe, Dr Bianca Webb-Pullman 
and one other, Surya McEwen have also been 
released, unharmed.

173 other global humanitarian volunteers 
were also released, 30 of whom also went to 
Sitia hospital for various injuries. 

Of huge concern, two leaders of the Global 
Sumud Flotilla, Thiago Ávila from Brazil, and 
Saif Abu Keshek from Spain, remain unac-
counted for, with Israeli sources indicating 
they have been taken to Israel.

Wiradjuri, Ngiyampaa and Wailwan man  
Ethan Floyd said: “We were transferred to 
another Rigid Inflatable Boat (RIB) and taken 
to a very large Israeli warship. From there 
we were held again in stress positions for 45 
minutes to an hour, made to crawl along the 
floor before being thrown into an enclosure 
constructed from shipping containers.

“I witnessed people being shot with 
rubber pellets. I witnessed people being 
thrown to the ground, dragged along the 
ground by their limbs, people being forced 
to listen to the shouts and screams of people 
who were being beaten.

“We’ve been dumped in Greece without 
consular assistance. We were driven for hours 
through Crete with the promise that embassy 
officials would be there to meet with us, and 
when we arrived, there were none.”

Zack Schofield, climate activist from 
Newcastle said that the flotilla was 600 
nautical miles (over 1,000 km) away from 
Israel, with warships, a prison ship and 
special operations forces there to seize our 
boats, to kidnap us, to brutalise us and take 
us on board a prison ship with absolutely no 
charges being laid on us.”

“I was forced to sleep outside, and during 
the night, they flooded the deck with sea 

water, to wake people up and prevent them 
from sleeping.” 

“The Australian government has failed to 
stand up to Israel, despite the fact that Israel 
constantly violates every single international 
law that our nation claims to support, and 
has now just kidnapped six Australian citi-
zens and tortured us because we are trying 
to get food to the people of Gaza.”

“Australians need to be really, really 
concerned that if we let Israel get away with 
these crimes with impunity, we are setting 
up such a dangerous world for ourselves.”

Neve O’Connor form Naarm (Melbourne) 
said of the experience: 

“We were 600 nautical miles [over 1100 
km] from Israel, and being intercepted was 
not even on our minds. 

“They threatened to shoot us if we didn’t 
move, and if we didn’t comply, they said they 
would open fire.”

“It was constant brutality and oppression, 
and then we tried to advocate for our rights, 
they just laughed at us.”

Senator Larissa Waters, Leader of the 
Australian Greens said:

“This is yet another shocking breach 
of international law by Israel. In attempt 
to prolong its genocide in Gaza, Israel has 
seemingly kidnapped Australian citizens in 
international waters.”

“These flotilla participants are bravely 
trying to bring essential supplies to Palestin-
ians under illegal blockade by Israel, and this 
act of piracy shows how far the Netanyahu 

government will go to ensure the genocide 
continues.”

“The Australian government should be 
championing the actions of the brave flotilla 
participants, and must now strongly fight for 
them to be released.”

“Labor continues the two-way arms trade 
with Israel, has not put any sanctions on 
Netanyahu or his war cabinet, and invites 
their head of state to tour the country – even 
as they kidnap and kill Australian citizens.”

“Labor must stop ignoring Israel’s con-
stant breaches of international law.”

Flotilla organisers and released Aus-
tralians are calling on the Australian gov-
ernment to:
•  Immediately and publicly condemn 

Israel for illegally kidnapping and 
detaining Australian citizens

•  End Australia’s complicity in the 
genocide of Palestine, and support all 
efforts to deliver life-saving aid to Gaza 

•  Call for the immediate release of Thiago 
Ávila and Saif Abukeshek

In a video message taken from Sitia hos-
pital in Crete, Neve, Zack and Ethan allege 
that they were “beaten and tortured” whilst 
on an Israeli prison ship. They say they are 
on hunger strike. 

Zack Schofield closed the video with a 
message for their loved ones: “We want our 
families to know that we are all well, and free 
Palestine, that’s why we’re here.”

Families of the released Australians are 
reporting their distress. Joanne Jarowski, 

Zack’s mother said that his family was greatly 
relieved to get a voice message from him. She 
pointed out that Zack and the other flotilla 
members were being detained for trying 
to bring food and medicine to the sick and 
the starving in Gaza. “This is not a crime” 
Jarowski pointed out, “in fact, International 
Humanitarian Law mandates rapid, safe, and 
unimpeded passage of humanitarian relief for 
civilians. The real crime is keeping aid from 
civilians who are sick and starving to death.” 

Juliet Lamont, Head of the Australian 
Delegation to the flotilla, who is organising 
from ports in Europe said “let’s be clear about 
what happened – Israel abducted unarmed 
humanitarian volunteers to stop aid reaching 
the people of Gaza.”

“Children in Gaza are still starving. Aid 
is still being blocked. Israel is still killing 
Palestinians.”

“The Australian government must support 
all attempts to ensure food, medicine and 
baby formula can reach the people of Gaza.”

“We call on Australians to join mass-mo-
bilisations. Apply direct pressure on Wong 
and Albanese to ensure the safety of our 
humanitarians and the delivery of their 
life-saving aid.”

“Let Palestinians Live. Let aid flow. Cut 
ties with Israel!”
Global Sumud Flotilla Australian Delegation & 
Rising Tide  

Australians speak of violence, 
beatings, and sensory deprivation 

in Israeli detainment

Labor must stop ignoring Israel’s 
constant breaches of international law
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