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Support for the Australian 
Council of Trade Unions 
(ACTU) Annual Wage Review 
claim can only succeed with 
movement on the ground 
by unions – workers’ collec-
tive action. Profits have been 
rocketing at the expense of 
wages. For more than five 
decades labour’s share of the 
wealth created by workers 
has been declining to record 
lows compared to the share of 
that wealth being pocketed by 
employers.

A wage rise for all workers is 
needed.

The capitalist class in Australia 
is waging an all-out offensive to 
break organised labour, intimi-
date workers and take back gains 
made by workers and their unions. 
Employers have the earnest coop-
eration of the Albanese government 
and the state machinery at their 
disposal.

Around 30% of adults’ incomes 
are too low to pay income tax, and 
they are most in need with unem-
ployment and cost-of-living rising. 
The budget did not provide them 
with any joy, focusing on those in 
a position to buy a home.

Around 3.6 million people are 
living in poverty, including one 
million children – a shocking state 
of affairs for one of the richest coun-
tries in the world. The situation is 
worsening as the housing crisis 

deepens and the cost of living far 
outpaces incomes. 

National council president of St 
Vincent de Paul, Mark Gaetani said, 
“Millions of Australians are still 
struggling to pay for the basics such 
as food, rent, utilities and school 
costs, and many are surviving on 
incomes that are simply too low.”

The ACTU has amended its 
original submission to the Fair 
Work Commission’s wage panel 
for a wage increase of 5% to 6% in 
the minimum wage.

The Annual Wage Review sets 
the minimum wage for around three 
million of the lowest paid workers. 
The Commission is due to hand 
down its 2026 decision in June.

The ACTU has submitted its 
amendment to take into considera-
tion rising inflation to the backdrop 
of rising fuel prices resulting from 
the US/Israel war in the Middle 
East. The original submission had 
called for a 5% increase at a time 
when inflation, as measured by the 
Consumer Price (CPI) Index had 
risen by 4.6%.

Since then, Treasury has fore-
cast an increase in the CPI to 5% 
for June and possibly even higher 
throughout the remainder of the 
year. The war in the Middle East 
is being blamed, but companies 
arbitrarily hiking prices, taking 
advantage of expectations, are the 
major contributors.

The ACTU’s claim will increase 
the minimum wage to $26.45 per 
hour, lifting the weekly rate to 

$1,004.88. Other workers also 
stand to benefit from such an 
increase, which sets a minimum 
wage floor for other awards and 
future claims.

WAGE DECLINE
Over the past five years, Austral-

ian workers’ real wages have fallen 
by 4.5%. A claim for 6% can hardly 
be described as excessive let alone 
restoring wages to their 2021 level.

“The lowest paid workers in 
Australia should not go backwards 
because of Donald Trump’s war. 
They have the least capacity to cope 
with price increases, so their wages 
must keep up,” ACTU Secretary, 
Sally McManus said. “Employer 
groups always claim that just about 
any wage rise puts pressure on 
inflation but that is not grounded 
in reality.”

Employers are crying poor. 

When have you ever heard a boss 
say it’s a good time for a wage rise?

The reality is that wages chase 
price rises. Wage rises do not cause 
inflation. Whether it was inflation 
during the oil shock in the 1970s, 
the historical peak of 23.9% in 
1950–1951, largely driven by the 
Korean War, or more recently logis-
tical problems during the COVID 
epidemic, workers’ wages took a hit.
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Continued from page 1
According to the International 

Monetary Fund the world is on the 
brink of a global recession. Once 
again wages are not responsible. 
Hefty increases in fuel prices, fer-
tiliser shortages and other conse-
quences of the Middle East war are 
largely to blame.

Employers are calling for a five-
month delay in any wage rise, they 
say to mitigate job losses. However, 
unemployment is already on the rise 
thanks to the Reserve Bank’s (RBA) 
interest rate hikes which have the 
aim of reducing demand for goods 
and services and increasing unem-
ployment. The situation in the 
Middle East is only compounding 
the impact of the RBA’s actions and 
corporate profiteering.

To quote Karl Marx, “A gen-
eral rise in the rate of wages will 
result in a fall of the general rate 
of profit, but not affect the prices 
of commodities.” 

Employers oppose wage rises 
because they come out of profits.

REAL PRICE RISES
The Consumer Price Index is a 

measure of price inflation, suppos-
edly changes in the cost of living, as 
calculated by the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS). It is based on a 
basket of goods that “households 
typically buy.” For millions of low- 
and middle-income households 
the basket is anything but typical.

Different goods and services are 
weighted according to the percent-
age of income a “typical” household 
is estimated to spend on them. It’s 
a one size fits all approach.

For example, the ABS’s basket 
is based on a household that spends 
21% of its income on housing. But 
how true is that for people depend-
ent on the minimum wage or social 
security payments such as the 
punitive $409 per week JobSeeker 
Payment or age pension of $600 
including supplements? Or even 
for low-to-middle income workers?

The median and even lowest 
rental accommodation is out of 
reach according to analysis for 
Anglicare. Median rents are now 
unaffordable for households on 
the median income in all but 10 
federal electorates across Australia. 
(Median refers to the middle of a 
data set where 50% fall above and 
50% fall below it.)

Median rents have risen by 
around 50% in the past five years. 
Some electorates record median 
rents equivalent to 50%, 60% or 
even nearly 70% percent of median 
household income. That refers 
to median households; there are 
many on low incomes well below 
that median for whom rental 
accommodation would cost an 
even higher percentage or result 
in homelessness.

The CPI underestimates the 
price inflation for millions of 

Australians on the minimum wage 
as well as others on low to middle 
incomes.

POLICY
The deliberate efforts of the 

RBA to reduce households’ pur-
chasing power by sending housing 
prices up and the ongoing decline 
in real wages are driving thousands 
of more people into poverty and 
propelling the economy towards 
recession.

It is high time the ABS produced 
an additional low-income CPI that 
reflects the reality of the millions 
of people relying on poverty level 
incomes such as JobSeeker and the 
age pension. It should also reflect 
increases in the cost of living of 
people on the minimum wage, 
low-and-middle income workers 
and single parents.

The government should at the 
very minimum raise social security 
payments to a level above the pov-
erty line that enables recipients to 
live a life with dignity. 

Regular indexing should then 
be based on that low-income CPI.

Rents must be capped and 
tenants given greater rights and 
security.

Public housing is the way 
forward to overcome the rental 
crisis.  

Stay sceptical
Australia didn’t win the Eurovision song contest, 

but this country punches above its weight in one area. 
When it comes to media ownership concentration, 
Australia is world number two, only edged out of the 
top spot by Brazil. We (almost) win! Not that you’ll 
find our mass media making much fuss about it.

This doesn’t sound healthy and it isn’t. It’s no sur-
prise to communists. We know that capitalist ‘free 
market’ economies tend towards monopoly. Australia 
has similar concentrations in groceries, where the 
‘Colesworth’ duopoly has huge market power, and 
banks – the ‘big four’ have a grip on the nation’s 
finances. Contrary to the popular view that free 
markets produce competition, better products and 
more choice, what we wind up with is the appearance 
of choice – as when one company owns ‘competing’ 
brands. Banks own smaller banks so it looks like 
there’s a choice, and media outlets start little offshoots 
like The Australian’s recent youth outlet.

It’s also no surprise to communists or indeed to 
anyone who pays attention, that the monopolistic, 
concentrated media doesn’t do a great job. NewsCorp 
swallowed up the smaller local papers and just left 
news deserts in its wake – too bad if you want to know 
what your local council is up to. 

The near-monopoly media is very bad at its core 
function – telling us things we need to know. Take the 
recent Budget. NewsCorp papers depicted mild alter-
ations to tax lurks as actual communism, depicting 
Treasurer Jim Chalmers next to a hammer-and-sickle. 
Even the supposedly centrist-progressive Nine papers 
described trimming of lurks such as negative gearing 
or Capital Gains Tax as though new taxes had been 
announced. Any threat of a tax on inheritances is rou-
tinely described as a death tax instead of the tax on 
unearned wealth it would be (for a media that loves 
to talk about ‘battlers,’ Australia’s mainstream media 
really likes standing up for unearned income). 

Australian media has done real harm to this country 
through its depiction of climate change and action 
to avoid it. Compare and contrast: the Chinese city 
of Hangzhou had electric buses in 2015, while Aus-
tralian cities are getting just a few now. Australians 
are paying for climate change by paying the bills for 
‘natural disasters’ it makes more frequent and worse. 
It’s a real emergency.

What has our media been doing about it? Some-
times outright lies, as in a recent Seven ‘documentary’ 
about renewable energy which contained untruths 
about what the presenter called “blood cobalt.” Renew 
Economy said the program “failed basic journalism 
principles.” 

 More often misdirection – putting a lot of attention 
on the costs of reducing carbon emissions while ignor-
ing the costs of just letting climate change get worse. 
Our mass media act as stenographers for fossil fuel 
companies – repeating their lines about the impor-
tance of keeping fossil fuels, and gas as a ‘transition 
tool’ (it isn’t). A lot of effort has gone into demonising 
climate scientists and activists as impractical hippies. 
This is serious. In the face of a colossal crisis, our 
media has worked on preventing action and making 
it worse.

The mass media has also tried hard to sell Australia 
on the continued need for expensive and dangerous 
subservience to the US and done their best to paint 
China – a nation with exactly one overseas base – as 
a threat. 

It’s not all doom and gloom – there are some prom-
ising independent news sites that have their moments. 
But the power of capital in this country means we 
won’t have really good independent media until we 
have socialism. We’re working towards that. 

In the meantime, stay sceptical and support Guard-
ian, the Workers’ Weekly. We’ll continue to bring you 
news and views you won’t get elsewhere.
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Quote of the Week
“�What we are seeing is the haves telling the have-nots that rebalancing 
a tax system that has weighed heavily in their favour for 30 years is 
inherently unfair. This has been derided as ‘communism’ by right-wing 
media.”

Amy Remeikis on hysterical pearl-clutching about changes to negative gearing.  
Newspapers that call it communism are threatening us with a good time.
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Automation is a class issue
We stand with maritime  
workers and the MUA

Warren Smith 
Deputy national secretary 
Maritime Union of Australia, 
MUA

Dear comrade,

The Communist Party of 
Australia stands in solidarity 
with the Maritime Union of 
Australia and its members in 
their crucial struggle to oppose 
the proposed automation and AI 
driven operations at DP World’s 
four Australian terminals 
(Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, 
and Fremantle).

We condemn DP World’s war on 
workers that aims to replace skilled 
workers with less efficient automation 
to destroy jobs and its unionised 
workforce. 

Automation is a class issue. 
Technology is in the wrong hands at 
the moment and it is being used for 
union busting with the ultimate aim 
of greater profit margins at workers’ 
expense. There is no evidence the 

over $600 million investment will 
deliver any gains in efficiency or 
productivity. This attack is squarely 
aimed at reducing wages and working 
conditions won through the struggle 
of the union. Further evidence to 
support this is that at no time during 
bargaining were these plans discussed 
effectively denying workers access to 
legal industrial action.

In my 28 years as a union official 
in the construction industry l have 
witnessed how profit motive comes 
first ahead of workers’ safety on the 
job and wages and conditions or even 
temporarily against their own profits 
to get the job of destroying unions 
done. The CPA stands with workers in 
all industries that are under capitalist 
threat to get rid of jobs through the 
misuse of technology. 

Technology in the hands of the 
capitalist threatens employment, 
delivers higher working intensity to 
the remaining workers and attacks 
secure, well-paid jobs with good 
conditions. Technology must be used 

to protect health and safety and to 
improve working conditions.

The CPA commits to raising awareness 
through our Party publications and to 
stand alongside maritime workers in 
their campaign against automation 
at DP World facilities in Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane and Fremantle.

Maritime workers and their union 
the MUA can be assured that CPA 
activists will stand shoulder to 
shoulder in their struggle against 
capitalist automation driven by the 
tax-evading multinational DP World. 

Our resources will be made available 
to the struggle of MUA members until 
DP World is defeated by the MUA 
organised workforce and its allies to 
protect their future. 

Long live the MUA!

Down with DP World!

Vinnie Molina 
President 
Communist Party of Australia

Bevan Ramsden

Successive Australian govern-
ments’ misplaced priority on 
military “security” against a 
fictitious threat has left Aus-
tralians without adequate 
fuel, food, and transporta-
tion security. The disruption 
to oil supplies resulting from 
the US-Israeli war on Iran has 
exposed this vulnerability.

At the time of writing, 470 ser-
vice stations across Australia are 
without petrol or diesel and the cost 
of both these fuels has sky-rocketed, 
impacting on the cost and ability 
to transport produce from farm to 
supermarket. The cost of everyday 
foodstuffs is escalating. The recent 
interest rate hike has put further 
financial pressure on mortgage 
holders. Workers are being urged to 
use public transport or work from 
home to reduce demand on scarce 
fuel supplies. Any worsening of the 
situation could bring in petrol and 
food rationing.

Even prior to the Iran war, 
according to Foodbank Australia, 
around 20 per cent of households 
nationwide were severely food 
insecure, meaning they are skip-
ping meals or going entire days 
without eating.

Their report highlighted how 
the housing crisis is intensifying 
the problem, with 48 per cent of 

renters experiencing food insecurity 
and being forced to choose between 
paying rent and buying food.

One must ask why, in a sup-
posedly rich country like Australia, 
so many people are struggling to 
survive. Why has our fuel, food, 
and transportation security become 
so vulnerable to overseas war 
disruption?

The responsibility for this sit-
uation lies entirely with successive 
Australian governments of both 
major parties who have, for dec-
ades, focussed on military “security” 
for the nation and spent heavily 
in support of it. And this, despite 
lack of any realistic military threat, 
imminent or foreseen. They have, 
as part of their subservience to US 
foreign policy, persisted with the 
Force Posture Agreement and the 
AUKUS Security Treaty facilitat-
ing an increased US military foot-
print on Australia and enormous 
expenditures on so-called defence 
which in reality means arming 
our ADF for integration with the 
US armed forces and providing 
extensive facilities for US military 
operations in our country.

Facilities being provided to the 
US military include training facili-
ties at the Bradshaw Training Range 
and Delamere bombing range in 
NT, accommodation for 2,500 
US marines in Darwin each year, 
port facilities at HMAS Stirling in 

WA for US nuclear hunter-killer 
submarines with the government 
considering building an east coast 
port for the same purpose. RAAF 
Tindal in the NT is being upgraded 
to allow the stationing of up to six 
US B52 bombers, some of which are 
nuclear capable. US military officers 
are now embedded in our defence 
intelligence system, in a combined 
operation based in Canberra. 

Billions of dollars have been 
given to US and UK shipyards to 
prop them up in the hope that will 
enable Australia to buy/build up to 
8 nuclear hunter-killer submarines, 
which, if we get them at all, will 
inevitably be drawn into US wars. 
This is in addition to Pine Gap, the 
most important US military intelli-
gence gathering facility outside the 
continental US, and the North-West 
Cape submarine communications 
station which, according to journal-
ist Peter Cronau, was most probably 
the source of the firing command 
which resulted in a US submarine 
recently sinking an Iranian frigate 
with heavy loss of life.

Any realistic assessment of this 
US military build-up and expan-
sion of bases, be they US or jointly 
operated, shows that, rather than 
enhancing our security, they have 
made Australia a certain target for 
retaliatory strikes in the event of 
war between the US and its numer-
ous enemies.

The governments’ myopic, mis-
placed focus on military “security,” 
has resulted in other vital areas of 
human security being neglected 
and that includes fuel security, food 
security, health security, transpor-
tation security, climate security, 
shelter security, and communica-
tions security.

Successive governments’ failure 
to ensure that Australia has the 
internationally-recommended 90 
days supply of fuel for the nation 
in case of disruptions to overseas 
supply is not due just to misplaced 
priorities but is clearly a dereliction 
of duty verging on incompetence.

In fact, they have allowed the 
level of storage to drop to one third 
of this recommended level. Succes-
sive governments have allowed this 
industry to remain in the ownership 
and therefore control of foreign cor-
porations, mainly US. It has allowed 
them to operate with only one third 
of the recommended level of fuel 
security storage and even worse 
to close six of the eight refineries 
operating in Australia and instead, 
to rely on refineries overseas. Due 
to this dereliction of duty, transpor-
tation fuel for Australians is now 
vulnerable to shipping disruption 
due, for example, to war as is now 
happening with the closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz. In this case, the 
Australian government is support-
ing the illegal US/Israeli war on 

Iran which is responsible for the 
disruption.

The way forward is clear.
Short term, the Australian gov-

ernment must cease any involve-
ment in the illegal US/Israeli war 
on Iran, recalling ADF personnel 
and equipment from the Middle 
East, close US access to Pine Gap 
and the N/W submarine commu-
nications station, and urge an end 
to hostilities and a return to the 
conference table to determine a 
blue print for peace and security for 
all the people in the Middle East.

Longer term, the Australian 
government must become involved 
in the energy supply industry. This, 
in order to reduce dependence on 
fossil fuels, accelerate electrification 
of transportation including trucks 
and build enough publicly-owned 
fuel storage capacity and, if neces-
sary, refining capacity, to ensure 
Australia meets the recommended 
90 days of fuel security.

Our government must refocus 
its priorities away from contrived 
security threats and subservience 
to the US alliance and concentrate 
on our real security needs for fuel/
energy, food, transportation, shel-
ter, health, communications and 
the climate crisis.
IPAN  

Iran war has exposed Australia’s  
real vulnerabilities and misplaced priorities
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This year marks 78 years since the Nakba, Ara-
bic for “catastrophe.” The term refers to the 
mass expulsion and flight of some 750,000 
Palestinians from their homes during the 
1948 war surrounding the creation of Israel. 

Communist Party of Australia comrades marched 
with the Nakba demonstrations around the country. 

In Naarm (Melbourne) a substantial crowd 
braved the rain and turned out at Melbourne’s State 
Library  on 17 May to rally and march in commem-
oration of Nakba Day. Comrades from the Naarm/

Melbourne Branch turned up with the Party banner 
which attracted its usual share of ‘can I take a pic-
ture?’ comments. 

Speakers reminded the crowd that the Nakba,  was 
not just a single event in 1948. The dispossession has 
been ongoing, and continues. 

Senator Lidia Thorpe spoke of support and empathy 
from Aboriginal Australians and reminded the crowd 
that the Nakba “continued to this very day.”  Greens 
Senator David Shoebridge tore strips off the Albanese 
government for its “silence and complicity.”   Other 
speakers explained what apartheid Israel is doing in 
the West Bank and elsewhere.  

The Greens have condemned the Albanese government plan to 
cut $38 billion from the NDIS, removing support from 160,000 
people while increasing defence spending on weapons and 
submarines, pointing out that cutting the NDIS isn’t just cruel – it’s 
bad economics.
Evidence shows that every dollar invested in the NDIS returns 
$2.25 to the economy – because getting the right support means 
more disabled people can work, increase their hours, and rely 
less on other supports over time.
The NDIS isn’t a cost to cut. Investing in disabled people strength-
ens the entire economy.
When Labor cuts NDIS funding, they remove critical supports and 
force essential care work back onto families. This responsibility 
falls disproportionately on women, pushing carers out of the 
workforce right in the middle of a cost of living crisis.
Importantly, and most dangerously, not every disabled person has 
family to provide unpaid care.
In a call to action the Greens state: “We must fight back against 
Labor’s razor gang and protect the NDIS from cuts to ensure it 
holds strong for generations of disabled people to come.”
PARASITE(S) OF THE WEEK: are the state and federal govern-
ments who punt funding for public education back and forth as a 
political football. The Australian Education Union’s national inquiry 
into public school infrastructure was in the ACT last week, hearing 
directly from teachers, principals, education stakeholders, and 
the ACT government about the growing infrastructure pressures 
facing public schools across the territory.
The Schools For Our Future inquiry, chaired by Sharan Burrow 
AC, is examining the condition of public school infrastructure 
across Australia and the impact that high-quality learning envi-
ronments have on student outcomes, inclusion and teacher 
workloads.
In its fifth stop of the national tour, the inquiry visited schools 
across the ACT and hosted a series of roundtables to hear both 
the challenges schools are facing and the positive impact that 
investment in modern, well-designed public-school facilities can 
have on teaching and learning.
AEU Federal President Correna Haythorpe said the Inquiry has 
highlighted the urgent need for renewed federal investment in 
public school capital infrastructure.
“This inquiry is about listening to the people working in schools 
every day and understanding what facilities are needed so stu-
dents can succeed,” Haythorpe said.
“Teachers and principals are doing excellent work supporting 
students across the ACT, but too many schools are operating 
with overcrowded classrooms, ageing facilities, and an increasing 
reliance on demountables.
“Students deserve 21st century learning spaces that support the 
full curriculum, wellbeing and inclusion, and teachers deserve 
workplaces that are properly resourced so they can do their jobs 
effectively.
“We know that when governments invest in modern classrooms, 
science labs, inclusive facilities and fit-for-purpose learning 
environments, students benefit and teachers are better supported 
to deliver high-quality education.”
The AEU’s 2025 State of Our Schools Survey of public school 
principals in the ACT revealed that:

•	 Only 36% of public school principals in the ACT are able to 
deliver the full curriculum with their current infrastructure

•	 24% of public schools in the ACT do not have adequate class-
rooms to meet enrolment demand and need an average of 6 
additional classrooms each

•	 39% will run out of classroom space in the next 3-5 years
“We have outstanding examples of what high-quality school infra-
structure can achieve, but too many schools are being held back 
by underinvestment,” noted Haythorpe.
“The ACT government cannot do this alone. We need the federal 
government to step up and be a genuine partner in funding the 
infrastructure that public schools across the ACT need.”
The inquiry is seeking submissions from students, teachers, prin-
cipals, support staff, parents and family members, governments, 
organisations and individuals with an interest in education and the 
future of public schools.

Nakba 78 
commemorated 
around Australia

Naarm (Melbourne)

Guardian seen at Melbourne State Library Bunyip statue
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“This budget does nothing for ordinary 
people – renters, first-home buyers 
and mortgage holders – who are strug-
gling to keep a roof over their heads. It 
does nothing for the homeless,” Greens 
Finance, Housing and Homelessness 
spokesperson Senator Barbara Pocock, 
said.

“The housing tax changes grandfather 
inequality. They protect the unfair wealth 
hoarding of wealthy multi-property investors 
and the 1%.”

Pocock was talking about changes in the 
capital gains tax concession and negative 
gearing in the 2026-27 budget (see negative 
gearing last week’s Guardian).

CAPITAL GAINS
Prior to 20 September 1985, the wealthy 

could invest in a range of assets including 
housing, art works, jewellery, other valuables, 
shares, and discretionary trusts which over 
time increased in value – what are referred 
to as capital gains. When sold at the higher 
value investors could make substantial profits.

These capital gains, a form of income for 
wealthy investors, were not subject to income 
tax. Untaxed capital gains were just one of many 
ways in which the capitalist system favoured 
the rich. It was unearned income, for which 
the parasitic, wealthy investors did not have 
to lift a finger.

Workers, who on the other hand had to 
struggle day-to-day on far smaller incomes. 
They were and still are subjected to a tightly 
regulated system of regular payments of 
income tax on their wages. Their income was 
taxed to the hilt.

“While most of us work harder trying to 
get ahead, the ultra-wealthy buy up assets, 
and their wealth grows in their sleep,” Sen-
ator Nick McKim, Greens Economic Justice 
spokesperson said.

In 1985 some relatively modest, but pro-
gressive measures were taken by the Hawke/
Keating Labor government to address this 
glaringly unfair situation.

They introduced a tax on capital gains – 
capital gains tax (CGT). This tax was applied 
at the marginal rate paid by that investor in 
the year the assets were sold.

However, the CGT only applied to assets 
purchased on or after that date – what is com-
monly referred to as “grandfathering” earlier 
acquisitions. The rorting continued unabated 
on any previously held assets. Allowance was 
made for the impact of inflation on the initial 
purchase price of assets held for more than 
12 months.

CGT CONCESSION
In 1999, the Howard/Costello Coalition 

government introduced a capital gains tax 
concession of 50% on assets, including housing.

The home has always been exempt from 
the CGT.

The government continued to exempt assets 
acquired before 21 September 1985 from the 
CGT. For those acquired between 20 September 
1985 and 20 September 1999,  investors were 
offered an option of using indexation (up to 
the CPI as at 30 September 1999) or taking 
up the 50% discount.

In the past three years more than a total 
of $60 billion was avoided as a result of the 
50% concession, with around 83 per cent of 
taxes avoided flowing to the top income group. 
(Treasury, Tax expenditure Statement 2025-26)

In the following ten years investors 
poured into the residential real estate market, 
displacing hopeful first home buyers, and 
driving up prices. This process has contin-
ued until today.

At the same time these wealthy investors 
also benefited from negative gearing, adding 
a further incentive to invest in residential real 
estate.

Over the same decades of CGT concessions, 
public housing has been wound back. Both 
measures have contributed to today’s serious 
housing crisis. As a result, the demands for 
reforms to the CGT (and negative gearing) 
have become so strong that even the spineless 
Albanese government felt the need to be seen 
to be doing something.

‘REMOVAL’ OF CGT 
CONCESSION

In the name of “intergenerational fairness” 
the government is removing the 50% CGT 
concession and replacing it with full taxation 
of capital gains when they are realised with an 
allowance for movements in the CPI.

But, any asset acquired before 20 Sep-
tember, 1985 remains exempt. In addition, 
all capital gains made before 1 July, 2027 will 
still be eligible for the 50% discount.

In other words, investors have until that 
date to sell their assets, in particular rental 
housing, if they are to benefit from the CGT 
50% tax concession. The minimum marginal 
rate on capital gains will be set at 30%.

In addition, investors purchasing residential 
real estate after 1 July 2027 where no building 
pre-existed will have a choice between the 50% 
concession, or no tax concession after CPI is 
taken into account.

How is this supposed to help younger gen-
erations? It seems the government is hoping for 
some panic selling to suppress housing prices 
and see more properties up for sale, and also act 
as a disincentive to future rental investments. 

In terms of making the tax system any 
fairer for workers relative to wealthy investors, 
it will take years to make significant changes.

It will not solve the housing crisis.
Public housing programs are urgently 

required if the government is serious about 
overcoming the housing crisis, in particular 
for those who cannot afford to buy a home. 
So too are higher incomes including unem-
ployment benefits and other social security 
payments.  

the ultra-wealthy 
buy up assets, and 
their wealth grows  

in their sleep

Tax rorts for the rich

A teacher writes

Burnout is the real crisis. 
This latest deal between the 
Australian Education Union 
(AEU) and the Victorian Edu-
cation department doesn’t fix 
our schools. We deserve more 
than a pay rise. We deserve 
a sustainable respected 
profession. 

What’s wrong with the deal? 
28% sounds great. Look closer.

The reality is that while our log 
of claims was for a 35% increase 
over 3 years to address our real 
wage cut due to inflation since 
2022, this offer is only 28.3% over 
4 years.

They are splitting it into 13.04% 
in 2026, 4% in 2027, 4.00% in 2028 
and 4.9% in 2029.

Low-paid education support 
staff are being made an offer lower 
than teachers at 27%. The high-paid 
principal class are being offered 
32.4%. It’s not clear that this is 
actually a pay rise, once inflation 
is factored in. 

Our last agreement in 2022 cut 
the real wages of teachers by 11%, 
relative to inflation. Inflation is 
currently running at close to 4.6% 
this year. 

So we need 16% this year, just 
to get back to where we were before 
the disastrous 2022 Victorian 
Government Schools Agreement 
(VGSA). 

There’s a lot else wrong with 
the deal. It divides education staff, 
giving education support (ES) staff 
less than teachers and giving high-
paid principals more. 

28.3% sounds good, but it will 
only be a pay rise in real terms if 
inflation falls below 4% for the next 
three years. There’s no guarantee 
that’ll happen. 

Currently, local leadership at 
many schools tell staff that they 
don’t have the money to meet key 
obligations under VGSA. They can’t 
afford emergency teachers to cover 
all vacancies, or enough teachers to 
comply with class size limits, or for 
ES to actually have a lunch break. 

These pressures can be espe-
cially acute at schools with a more 
experienced teaching cohort, where 
there is little slack in the budget. 

Winning guaranteed funding 
for all VGSA costs at each school 
would be a big step forward, making 
it easier for union sub branches to 
get equal conditions. It would also 

be a significant step towards resolv-
ing the disastrous under-funding 
of Victorian schools by state and 
federal Labor governments.

Winning these extra staff would 
make a very significant difference 
to many students.

So our current deed on teaching 
hours expires on 31 December 2027. 
This will be extended to cover the 
duration of the new VGSA. But if 
the Victorian government decides 
not to renew the deed upon expiry 
in a few years time, we will lose the 
conditions specified in the deed. We 
stand to lose conditions that make 
work bearable, conditions that make 
quality education possible. 

If you’re wondering why 40,000 
teachers and other staff were on the 
streets, that’s why. We’re barely 
catching up and still angry about 

previous deals that left us behind 
the eight ball. 

Teachers are angry and were 
extremely uplifted by our single 
day of action. There is strong feel-
ing that we should be increasing 
the action to two days or multiple 
rolling days and then again to three 
days if needed.

We need to demand that our 
union harness this feeling and 
immediately increase the days of 
action and increase the pressure 
on the Victorian Labor government 
for a proper offer.  

Victoria: not a real win for teachers

Drone shot over Melbourne suburb. Photo: Break Media – pexels.com (CC0)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16SM5myE4exSJLcDv5x5CvmxgkIPGNvPvFGMnBQPn_uw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16SM5myE4exSJLcDv5x5CvmxgkIPGNvPvFGMnBQPn_uw/edit?usp=sharing
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The Australian Services Union 
(ASU) has secured a major vic-
tory for aviation workers, with 
a new proposal from the Qan-
tas Group to bring hundreds of 
QantasLink customer service 
agents and movement control 
officers into the airline’s core 
operations.

The proposal, which covers cus-
tomer service employees at Sydney 
Domestic and Brisbane airports, will 
see staff from QantasLink subsidiaries 
Eastern and Sunstate offered direct 
employment with Qantas Airways.

The ASU has turned the tide on 
decades of outsourcing, effectively 
closing a long-standing loophole that 
allowed the airline to pay workers dif-
ferent rates for performing comparable 
roles across different business entities.

Under the new arrangements, 
impacted workers are set to see their 
base pay improve significantly, with 
some members receiving an imme-
diate uplift of up to almost 30 per 
cent. Transitioning staff will also see 
improved redundancy protections, 
additional leave and allowances 
and improved staff travel, providing 
unprecedented job protections in 
the sector.

Speaking in response to the 
announcement of this agreement, 
ASU Assistant National Secretary 
Scott Cowen said:

“For years, our members have 
fought against a fragmented system 
that intentionally divided workers to 
keep wages low and conditions weak. 

“Today, we have proven that the 
same work deserves the same pay, 

regardless of which entity’s logo is on 
the pay cheque. This is a fundamental 
reset for our members in Sydney and 
Brisbane who have been the backbone 
of QantasLink’s success.

“This isn’t just about a major pay 
rise, though that is a life-changing win 
during a cost-of-living crisis. This is 
about bringing jobs back in-house, 
that have been outsourced for decades.

“This victory brings roster justice, 
job security and dignity to workers 
supporting Australians travelling 
across the country. By bringing these 
workers into the main Qantas family, 
we are securing better leave, improved 
staff travel, and redundancy protec-
tions that lead the industry.

“We have sent a clear message to 
the entire aviation sector: the ‘race to 
the bottom’ stops here. 

“When workers stand together 
across entities and classifications, we 
have the collective power to force even 
the biggest corporations to change how 
they do business. We are building one 
stronger, more unified airport work-
force where every member is valued 
properly.

“While this is a historic step for-
ward, it is just the beginning of our 
consultation. 

“Our priority now is ensuring that 
every member is supported during 
this transition and that their skills 
and years of dedicated service are fully 
recognised under the main Qantas 
agreement. 

“We will continue to fight until 
every loophole across the Qantas 
Group is closed for good.”
ASU  

MB

Tens of thousands of KFC workers 
across Australia are being urged to 
sign up for a class action against KFC 
before registrations close on 26 June 
2026 (at 4pm). Failure to register will 
mean workers risk missing out on 
compensation from the settlement 
reached earlier this year.

The class action alleged that KFC and its 
franchisees failed to provide legally required 
paid rest breaks to employees over the period 
2017 to 2023. Shine Lawyers reached the 
settlement alongside Gordon Legal, with 
support from the Shop, Distributive and 
Allied Employees Association (SDA). The 
class action is also supported by the Retail 
and Fast Food Workers’ Union (RAFFWU).

If the Federal Court approves the 

settlement, registered participants will have 
their claims assessed under a compensation 
scheme. Approximately, 90,000 current and 
former KFC workers across Australia may 
be eligible, including many people who may 
not realise they can claim.

Craig Allsopp, Head of Class Actions 
at Shine Lawyers, said “timing is critical.”

“This is about making sure workers are 
paid what they’re owed. Workers missed 
out on rest breaks, they shouldn’t also miss 
out on compensation they’re entitled to. If 
you worked at KFC during the claim period 
and didn’t get your paid rest breaks, register 
now,” he said.

Shine Lawyers says compliance risks 
can be higher in sectors that employ large 
numbers of young and casual workers.

“Class actions like this are so important 
to ensure big businesses are held to account. 

This is how system-wide change begins,” 
said Allsop.

Anyone who worked at KFC at any time 
between 2017 and 2023 can register by 26 
June 2026 at www.kfcsettlemen.com.au. 
Registration is free, quick and confidential.

REST PAUSES, 
UNDERPAYMENT

Shine Lawyers has commenced a class 
action against KFC and its franchisees seeking 
compensation for employees who say they 
missed out on 10-minute paid rest breaks 
between 2017 and 2023.

The basis of the claims is that:
KFC and/or franchisees failed to provide 

10-minute paid rest pauses that workers were 
legally entitled to.

As a result, KFC and/or franchisees 

contravened the Fair Work Act 2009 (Cth); 
and

If these contraventions are proved, com-
pensation should be paid to KFC employees 
for the non-provision of their rest pauses.

The KFC matter forms part of broader 
SDA and RAFFWU-backed efforts to address 
alleged underpayment and entitlement issues 
across parts of the fast-food sector.

Shine Lawyers have also commenced 
class actions against Coles, Woolworths, 
McDonald’s, and Hungry Jack’s for allegedly 
not providing South Australian fast-food 
and retail workers with their public holiday 
entitlements for Sunday shifts, despite Sun-
days being legislated as a public holiday in 
South Australia from 1910 to 31 December 
2023.  

Class action against KFC

Photo: Robert Myers – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0 AU)

Graham Holton

Adriana Rivas is a 72-year-old Chilean 
Australian, who lived in Bondi, Syd-
ney working as a nanny and a cleaner. 
During her time in Australia, she was 
hiding her past working for Dirección 
de Inteligencia Nacional (DINA) the 
secret police of Chile during the vicious 
dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet. 

Initially DINA was a Chilean Army 
intelligence unit headed by Contreras, but 
in 1977 it became the Central Nacional de 
Informaciones (National Information Centre) 
or CNI. DINA has been referred to as Pino-
chet’s ‘Gestapo,’ as it was involved in torture, 
disappearance, and international terrorism. 

During the Pinochet era, 40,000 people 
were tortured or imprisoned, with probably 

10,000 murdered. Testimony from former 
DINA agents and survivors tell of victims 
being detained, tortured, and never returned. 
These cases are classified legally as ongoing 
crimes because the bodies were never found.

After the 1973 coup against the elected 
socialist president, Salvador Allende, Chile 
was ruled by a military regime under Augusto 
Pinochet. Rivas is accused of direct involve-
ment in DINA’s disappearance of seven Com-
munist Party members in 1976 during the 
Pinochet dictatorship. Chilean prosecutors 
allege that Rivas, working directly under 
Contreras, was more than clerical staff. They 
claim she participated in the operations of 
the DINA unit’s Lautaro Brigade, and actively 
assisted operations in the aggravated abduc-
tion of multiple left-wing activists. 

In 2013 Rivas returned to Chile. In an 

interview she tried to justify the actions of 
the regime, sparking renewed interest in her 
role. Between 2014 and 2018 Chile formally 
sought her extradition, and in 2019 she was 
arrested in Australia. From 2021 to 2023 
Australian courts heard multiple appeals 
from Rivas as she fought extradition. 

Her legal defence argued that she was 
only a secretary, and that there is insufficient 
evidence. They also said that the statute of 
limitations had expired, and raised how she 
would be prosecuted in Chile. Australian 
courts ruled that her arguments were legally 
flawed, and there was sufficient evidence for 
a trial and that she should be extradited to 
Chile. The court ruled the charges of seven 
counts of ‘aggravated kidnapping’ satisfied 
extradition law. In 2024 Australia approved 
her extradition.

This is one of Australia’s longest-running 
extradition cases and is significant because it 
shows ‘disappearance’ cases of Latin Ameri-
can dictatorship crimes do not expire legally. 
In April 2026 she faced extradition for crimes 
against humanity, under Chilean law. Rivas 
is currently still in Australia waiting to be 
handed to Chilean authorities. 

The families of Chilean victims have 
described the ruling as a major step toward 
long-delayed justice. Some of the families of 
those killed during Pinochet’s rule attended 
court during the two-day hearing. Their 
lawyer, Adriana Navarro, said the families 
were “truly, truly delighted” to have a pos-
itive outcome fifteen years after Rivas fled 
to Australia to avoid charges.  

Alleged torturer Adriana Rivas extradited to Chile

One Airport, One Workforce:  
ASU turns the tide
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Illegal Israeli 
interceptions and 

kidnapping of 
Australians  
under way

The Australian delegation to the Global Sumud 
Flotilla, seeking to bring aid to Gaza, has con-
firmed that eleven Australians were aboard 
the vessels when interceptions began.

Anny Mokotow, Dr Bianca Webb-Pullman, Neve 
O’Connor, Violet Coco, Gemma O’Toole (Melbourne), 
Sam Woripa Watson (Brisbane), Zack Schofield (New-
castle/Sydney), Helen O’Sullivan (Gold Coast), Juliet 
Lamont, Isla Lamont, and Surya McEwan (Northern 
Rivers).

Five of the eleven Australians were illegally inter-
cepted by the Israeli navy two weeks ago while traveling 
from Italy to Greece. Twenty two flotilla vessels were 
intercepted and destroyed, and crew members were 
abducted and held on board an Israeli prison ship for 
almost two days at sea, reporting violence, abuse and 
theft of their passports.

Ethan Floyd, Global Sumud Flotilla participant who 
has returned home after being kidnapped and detained 
by Israel two weeks ago said it was the second time 
that “Israel has illegally abducted Australian citizens 
in international waters,” adding that the government 
has “said nothing.”

“It is not a radical act to attempt to deliver food, 
water, and medicine to a starving population. In fact, 
it is a desperately reasonable act.

“The Albanese government must condemn the 
kidnapping of its citizens by a foreign country. And 
it must follow that condemnation with real sanctions, 
political and economic, on the rogue state of Israel. 

“For as long as Australia continues to support 
Israel’s genocide, Australians will keep sailing. And 
until Anthony Albanese and Penny Wong show they 
have the guts to stand up for human rights and inter-
national law, we’ll keep doing their job for them.”

The flotilla organisers and members of the public 
are calling on Penny Wong, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and the Australian government to:
•  Demand the safe release of all Australian 

humanitarian volunteers detained by Israel
•  Publicly condemn Israel’s kidnapping of 

Australian citizens
•  Stop arming and supporting Israel

An Australian government spokesperson has told 
Deepcut that the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade will “continue to make clear our expectation 
that any detainees receive humane treatment in line 
with international norms”
Global Sumud Flotilla Australian Delegation  

The Budget and Peace
Denis Doherty
Defence was listed as one of the ‘winners’ of the 2026-2027 
Budget. In 2025-2026, Australia spent roughly $52.1 billion on 
the military. The figure varies according to what is included. 

What many are watching is how Australia is responding to 
repeated urging from the US for Australia to increase military 
expenditure to 3.5% of GDP. Defence Minister Marles claims 
this year it is 2.8%. News Corp paper The Australian argues it 
is only 2.02.  Basically, the Murdoch papers are urging more 
spending to give support to their arms corporation mates to 
sell more ‘pointy’ expensive stuff to Australia. Reports that the 
membership of the Australian Defence Force has grown to 
61,711 members caused joy among warhawks because it is 
more than expected.

Military spending and education
 The ADF has 61,711 members while education caters to well 
over 3 million students and 250,000 staff. This year military 
spending is just $5bn less than that spent on education.

AUKUS
According to The Australian, taxpayers will pay a whopping 
$17 billion on the AUKUS submarine project over the next 
four years without seeing even the first nuclear-powered 
boat. AUKUS has cost $5.45bn this year with $4bn given to 
the US and UK governments to supplement their programs.  
The annual cost of AUKUS will be $3bn this coming year. It’s 
expected to grow to $5bn a year. It’s a lot of money to pay 
for zero submarines and even the Murdoch papers are saying 
AUKUS is devouring the military budget. 

It’s time to admit AUKUS is much too expensive for our needs. 
The lessons of the Iran war are that big expensive assets 
such as aircraft carriers and nuclear submarines are too big 
a target to risk against inexpensive drones and missiles which 
can make them inoperable.

Nuclear base on the eat coast
Secret documents have finally revealed what we have 
believed for some time that Port Kembla is going to be the 
base for AUKUS on the east coast. Local union and commu-
nity leaders have been quick to condemn this development, 
with one saying “it would paint a massive target on our backs!”

AUKUS and jobs
The campaign to get unions to be quieter about AUKUS is in 
full swing with the Prime Minister and the Minister Pat Conroy 
emphasising job-creation. The PM says “Appropriately fund-
ing defence to keep Australians safe” will create “tens of 
thousands of well-paid jobs”. Minister for Defence Industry, 
and former AMWU official Pat Conroy echoed Albanese, wax-
ing lyrical about the Budget and claiming that Labor is building  
“a defence future made in Australia.” Conroy repeated the 
claim about tens of thousands of jobs. Neither talked about 
alternative uses for the same amount which would create far 
more jobs. Unions need to counter this propaganda.

Frigates
Australia’s Hunter Class Frigates program is a train wreck, 
with the project set to cost more than $2.5 billion this year 
without a single ship being in service before 2034. 

The USA – an empire in decline
The New York Times has recently printed an opinion piece 
calling the USA an “Empire in decline.” The piece called the 
Israel-US war on Iran “a watershed in the decline of the US 
empire”. 

On Trump’s recent visit to China, the Chinese offered coop-
eration rather than aggression. What Trump and his clique 
in Washington choose we will have to see. The US is still a 
powerful country with a massive military. It can still do a lot of 
damage to the world.

Photo: globalsumudflotilla.org/delegations/australia/

PEACE NOTES
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Sixty-five years ago, women and 
men who were as young as or 
younger than all of us filling these 
streets today – possibly many 
grandmothers, grandfathers, 
mothers, or fathers of some of us 
– gathered here to write a truly 
epic chapter in contemporary 
world history.

That day changed history, and not 
just for Cuba. With an invasion on the 
verge of our shores, with no certainty 
yet as to where they would land, 
but aware that behind the invaders 
stood the full backing of the powerful 
United States government, the voice 
of Commander-in-Chief Fidel Castro 
Ruz, nearly broken by the strain of 
hours of sleeplessness and tension, 
rose above the crowd overflowing 
this historic corner to declare that 
we were what we continue to be: a 
socialist revolution right under the 
empire’s nose! 

That declaration is momentous 
in the history of Cuba, as it set the 
definitive course of the revolutionary 
process that began with the triumph of 
1959 and which, by 1961, had become 
deeply radicalised in favour of the 
traditionally dispossessed.

The mercenaries were preparing to 
launch themselves against the nation 
that gave them birth, convinced that 
nothing could stand against the pro-
tection guaranteed to them by the 
empire. But history would be relentless 
with them.

They expected fear and found 
courage. They bet on betrayal and were 
confronted by a united people.  They 
believed their own lies, and the truth 
awaited them, with rifles at the ready. 

The Cuban people marched from 
here into battle, and from battle to 
victory! A small nation, fresh from 
war, would, less than 72 hours later, 
deal imperialism its first major defeat 
in the Americas.

From that fateful April onward, 
all the peoples of the region would be 
a little freer.

Cuba changed forever. The people 
who fought for socialism on the sands 
of the Bay of Pigs had, by then, already 
begun their cultural transformation 
with a Literacy Campaign that carried 
the dreams of the humble all the way 
to university classrooms.

Human development would reach 
heights that only a just society can 
guarantee. This Revolution of the 
humble, with the humble, and for the 
humble would go so far that a shoe-
shiner under capitalism would become 
Latin America’s first cosmonaut; that 
young people from Africa and through-
out the Third World would become 
professionals in Cuban schools; that 
we would share our blood and our 
fate with those who had always been 
forgotten and reviled. 

And we defeated apartheid, illit-
eracy, and curable diseases in other 
parts of the world to which we would 
send doctors, not bombs; teachers, 

not bombs. That is socialism: a soci-
ety where man is a brother, not a wolf 
to man! 

When, in the fateful 1990s, the 
socialist experiment self-destructed 
in Europe, through vile conspiracies 
by its imperialist adversaries, Cuba 
resisted and transformed itself until it 
rose again through its own strength and 
the support of international solidarity. 

Chávez had not yet triumphed in 
Venezuela, and the decade of integra-
tion sparked by the Bolivarian Revo-
lution was just beginning.

Fidel – Fidel once again, just as he 
had done at Bay of Pigs, directing the 
fighting and advancing atop a tank at 
the vanguard – led that superhuman 
struggle to preserve Cuban socialism 
in an era of feverish neoliberal advance 
and unipolarity.

While others privatised even the 
cemeteries and parks, blindly believ-
ing in the fairy tale of the market as 
the omnipotent ruler of a wealth that 
never existed, this country built a mon-
umental achievement, using the science 
and the human labour and scientific 
potential forged in the Revolution, 
and with the heroism and creative 
resistance of the Cuban people.

Our people’s army went out to sow 
and to build, to demonstrate, as Raúl 
Castro said, that yes, we can! That we 
can always do it! And we did! That is 
socialism! 

Let the truth be told: That human 
potential, which impresses and gains 
ground and relevance in any country 
it reaches, was shaped by socialism! 
Only socialism turned the children 
of workers and peasants into top-tier 
professionals – not in exceptional 
cases as under capitalism, but on a 
massive scale.   

Cuba: the socialist character  
of our revolution

that is socialism, 
where man is a 
brother, but a 
wolf to man!

A Carruthers

While the Soviet Union eventually ossified 
and liquidated itself, recall that its Marx-
ist-Leninist style of governance had already 
impacted countries from Africa to Latin 
America and throughout the Caucasus and 
the Slavic nationalities, many positively. 
Today’s five socialist countries are mak-
ing great strides that are slowly but surely 
putting an ultimatum to capitalism. They 
are based, more than is acknowledged, 
on Soviet-style structures and systems. 

Countries around the world today with the 
most secure housing outcomes either had, or still 
have, socialist systems. 

There is a tendency in the Western left to 
equate the mistakes made with net failure. 
History written by the victor, in this case the 
capitalist victor, is liable to tell it its own way. 
But there is a case to be made that in the larger 
scheme of history, these mistakes on the whole 
do not negate a larger trend, towards the success 
of socialism, the efficacy of the Communist idea 
and the Marxist-Leninist social system.

To separate “20th century socialism” from 
“21st century socialism” is unnecessary. History 
works on a larger continuum, of negations and 
setbacks, and progressives movements forwards, 
victories. “Ever onwards to victory” – “¡hasta la 
victoria siempre” – remains the leading slogan 
of the heroic Cuban Communists, exemplars of 
this forward trend, between the two centuries.

Take Burkina Faso, the revolutionary trend 
of Ibrahim Traoré and the recent developments 
there. What inspires Traoré? The twentieth-cen-
tury Sankara revolution. That is what inspires 
the upwards trend in the Sahel region today. 
Not a new invention in the 21st century but an 
old one. They are reinventing Sankaraism for 
the new century. 

As Shakespeare said, nothing comes from 
nothing. To try to create a revolution from noth-
ing, from a blank slate, doesn’t work. Foundations 
matter. History matters, history inspires. 

Sankara’s peoples’ democratic revolution in 
Burkina Faso in turn was taken from the Soviets, 
from early Marxist-Leninist theory and practice 
of people’s democracy and the socialist transition. 

Traoré is inspired by trends over a century 
old, and reaping results from it. 

Revolutionary timescapes are long and vast.
That is why the Marxist-Leninist style, the 

revolutionary style of Marx, Engels, Lenin, for so 
long as it remains an active, practical Marxism 
to change the world – to create the new social 
system, the socialist social relations of the new 
society – never becomes old, never irrelevant. It 
won’t become irrelevant until the world enters 
into the next stage of the process, i.e., the con-
struction and emergence of socialist societies, of 
Communist civilisation, which necessarily is a 
higher stage of civilisation. Only then will Marxism 
become irrelevant. For now, socialism remains 
the trend of history. More and more capitalism 
and capitalists are becoming superfluous. More 
and more our hard work is paying off. 

When the Soviets were liquidated we lost a 
great deal, but through the times of darkness 
and confusion, Communists around the world 
were biding their time and working hard with 
what they had, armed with the knowledge that 
capitalism was an unsustainable system and 
that eventually the upward trend would return 
to socialism. 

Socialism is the unstoppable trend of history. 
The working class now envelops the globe. The 
ruling class has already become surplus to our 
needs. 

In these times we say: all power to the 
workers! Forward a thousandfold with the class 
struggle!  

20th Century socialism: a step forwards

Excerpts from a speech by Miguel Mario Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, First 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba 
and President of the Republic, at the ceremony marking the 65th 
anniversary of the proclamation of the socialist character of the Cuban 
Revolution, and the 100th anniversary of Fidel Castro’s birth.
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Vijay Prashad

During some of the worst days 
of the illegal US-Israeli war on 
Iran, I was talking to friends 
who were in the civilian areas 
being bombed.

Some of them are scholars, 
others poets and artists, some 
work in the government, others in 
institutions of different kinds. All 
of them, regardless of their views 
of the government, stood defiant. 
Not one person felt that their world 
was under threat. They remained 
steadfast, their courage emanat-
ing from an immense belief in the 
resilience of Iranian civilisation.

Marxist and national liberation 
thought have had a very complex 
history with the concept of “civilisa-
tion.” Classical Marxism rejected it, 
since it could flatten social division 
under a blanket of cultural homo-
geneity and therefore negate the 
necessity of class struggle.

But as Marxism became a cru-
cial framework in the great antico-
lonial struggles of the post-World 
Anti-Fascist War era, the idea of 
civilisation returned with a differ-
ent meaning. Civilisation came to 
be understood as a valuable terrain 
in the cultural struggle against 
imperialism. It could become an 
instrument of national continuity 
and political legitimacy rather than 
simply an ideological mask for class 
domination.

Yet this reclamation of civili-
sation had to be carried out from 
the standpoint of an emancipatory 
project willing to break with certain 
reactionary inheritances within that 
civilisation itself.

In the case of China, for 
instance, Chinese Marxism – best 
synthesised by Mao Zedong – 
insisted on a break from the worst 
inheritances of pre-revolutionary 
China, such as Confucian hierarchy 
and sexism, at the same time as it 
adopted, through class struggle and 
ideological transformation, the very 
idea of “Chinese civilisation” as a 
bulwark against imperialism and 
for the development of national 
patriotism.

The Iranian Revolution (1978-
1979) was made by a range of 
political forces, including Marxists, 
many of whom were subsequently 
persecuted and killed by the newly 
created Islamic Republic.

Despite their subjugation, many 
Marxist ideas entered the ideo-
logical framework of the Islamic 
Republic.

The most compelling of the 
thinkers who introduced those ideas 
was Golsorkhi, who was killed in 
his prime. He told a rattled judge 
at his trial:

“I begin my words with a saying 
of Mowla [Imam] Hossein, a great 
martyr for the peoples of the Middle 
East. I, who am a Marxist-Leninist, 
first sought social justice in the 
school of Islam, and from there 
arrived at socialism.

I will not bargain for my life in 
this court, nor even for my lifespan. 
I am an insignificant drop from the 
struggles and deprivation of the 
fighting peoples of Iran … Yes, I 
will not bargain for my life, for I 
am the child of a fighting and cou-
rageous people.

I began my words with Islam. 
True Islam in Iran has always 
repaid its debt to Iran’s liberation 
movements. The Seyyed Abdollah 
Behbahanis, the Sheikh Mohammad 
Khiyabanis, are true embodiments 
of these movements. And today too, 
true Islam repays its debt to Iran’s 
national liberation movements.

When Marx says, “In a class 
society, wealth accumulates on 
one side and poverty, hunger, and 
misery on the other, while those 
who produce wealth are themselves 
deprived,” and Mowla [Imam] Ali 
says, “No palace is erected unless 
thousands are impoverished,” there 
is a profound similarity. Thus, one 
can name Mowla [Imam] Ali as the 
first socialist in history, and likewise 
the Salman Farsis and Abu Dharr 
Ghaffaris.”

By the time of the revolution, 
the Iranian left – divided among the 
Fedayeen guerrillas, the communist 
Tudeh Party and the Islamist-revo-
lutionary Mujahideen – had come 
to understand that they could not 
overthrow the shah without the 
religious forces.

But they underestimated the 
power of the clerics over Iranian 
society, including over the working 
class. It was this miscalculation 
that transformed the Iranian Rev-
olution into the Islamic Republic 
within a year.

Yet rather than form an ordi-
nary theocracy, post-revolutionary 
Iran drew on a much older civ-
ilisational inheritance, one that 
dates back to the rule of Cyrus 
the Great (559-530 BCE) and the 
Achaemenid Empire (c. 550-330 
BCE) – roughly 2,000 years before 
the arrival of Shi’ism as the state 
religion in Iran during the Safavid 
Empire (1501-1736).

It is this older civilisational 
inheritance that plays a foun-
dational role in Iranian society, 
enabling it to absorb internal dif-
ferences and to summon a deeper 
historical legitimacy at times of 
terrible crisis as the basis for the 
defence of sovereignty.

In 1971, the shah held a massive 
event at Persepolis to celebrate 
2,500 years of continuous civilisa-
tion since Cyrus the Great.

Later, during Iraq’s war of 
aggression on Iran from 1980 
to 1988, when Saddam Hussein 
tried to cast the conflict as a war of 
Arabs against Persians, the Islamic 
Republic rejected that framework 
and insisted that this was rather a 
“defence of the homeland,” draw-
ing on the idea of an unconquered 
and uncolonised land that must be 
defended at all costs by its people.

It is difficult for those who do 

not come from colonised societies 
to understand the power of such 
statements as “defence of the home-
land” and of the idea of civilisational 
inheritance. The damage caused 
to so many social formations by 
colonialism is vast.

Colonialism steals wealth 
and reinvests it elsewhere for the 
development of other peoples; it 
denigrates the colonised peoples’ 
cultures and often denies them their 
own language and their own sense 
of a historical mission. That is why 
so many people in the Global South 
marvel that Iran has been able to 
stand up to the United States and 
win the current conflict in strate-
gic terms.

For those who share that history 
of obliteration, to witness the kind 
of dignity displayed by societies 
such as China or Iran, where there 
is less need to fashion cultural pride 
out of hallucinations (through the 
creation of imagined pasts) or by 
vilifying others (whether minorities 
or foreigners), is nothing short of 
inspiring.

The lack of total colonial 
destruction of culture in such 
places allows for their own history 
to be reclaimed and reconstructed 
without being totally caught up in 
false reversals of the West (often 
equal parts rejection and mim-
icry). It is the kind of confidence 
that faces the destructive power of 
the United States with dignity and 
has the courage to send back Lego 
memes of Trump and his associates 
that are not about empty mockery 
but about genuine disdain.

In December 1997, the Organ-
isation of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) released the Tehran Decla-
ration, which advanced the idea of 
a “Dialogue of Civilisations.”

This was a direct response to 
Samuel Huntington’s 1993 essay 

and 1996 book The Clash of Civili-
sations and the Remaking of World 
Order. In that essay, published 
in Foreign Affairs, Huntington 
predicted that “Conflict between 
civilisations will be the latest phase 
in the evolution of conflict in the 
modern world.”

For Huntington, history had 
moved from the clash of ideologies 
(communism versus capitalism) to 
the clash of civilisations (which he 
defined in religious-cultural terms 
as “Western, Confucian, Japanese, 
Islamic, Hindu, Slavic-Orthodox, 
Latin American and possibly Afri-
can civilisation”).

Huntington warned that the 
new fault lines would be along 
these axes. The OIC cautioned that 
this way of seeing the world might 
produce the very conflict it claimed 
to describe rather than prevent it, 
and that it would be better to hold a 
dialogue of civilisations rather than 
await the conflict between them.

The Tehran Declaration found 
traction within the United Nations 
but not in the halls of Western 
capitals, where the rhetoric of the 
War on Terror – which predated 
2001 – escalated out of control.

Fear of Islam became routine, 
and it was quickly associated with 
fear of migrants, a dual fear that 
continues to paralyse Europe and 
the Americas.

In 1998, the UN proclaimed 
2001 the Year of Dialogue Among 
Civilisations, and at the 31st General 
Conference of the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa-
tion, held in Paris from 15 October 
to 3 November, 2001, it selected the 
Iranian philosopher and diplomat 
Ahmad Jalali as its president and 
invited Iran’s president, Seyyed 
Mohammad Khatami, to address 
the body.

The conference took place little 

more than a month after the attacks 
on the US in September and during 
the US invasion of Afghanistan as 
part of its Global War on Terror. 
Khatami’s address remains pow-
erful, asking the world not to yield 
to “false political polarisations and 
divisions.” Terrorism “is the result 
of the sinister union between blind 
intolerance and brute force, with the 
goal of serving an illusion which, 
despite all its propaganda, is noth-
ing but the projection of the harmful 
contents of the unconscious.”

When a terrorist attack hap-
pens, the worst thing, Khatami 
said, is to respond with revenge. 
“Revenge is like salt water which, 
though it looks like water, increases 
the thirst rather than satisfying it, 
thus entangling the world in per-
petual outbreaks of violence, hatred 
and revenge.”

Rather than revenge, Khatami 
insisted, dialogue “is the prin-
cipal need of the international 
community.”

A call for dialogue is impor-
tant and necessary because the 
alternative is driving us toward 
annihilation – both through the 
system of capitalism that deepens 
inequality and drives planetary 
destruction and through the system 
of imperialism that devours socie-
ties with war.

But neither civilisation nor dia-
logue will by themselves drive his-
tory toward human emancipation. 
For that, in time, the class struggle 
will have to intensify, human needs 
will have to overcome material 
inequalities and power relations, 
and the global system will have to 
be transformed to meet our com-
plex destinies rather than turn us 
against one another.
Tricontinental Institute  

Iran’s civilisational strength

Photo: Adam Jones – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

the kind of confidence that faces 
the destructive power of the 
United States with dignity

https://www.jstor.org/stable/20698819
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/1993-06-01/clash-civilizations
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000124449
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Ending the impasse
Tehran could agree to move their 
enriched uranium out of the country 
if Tel Aviv agreed to do the same. This 
would help end the impasse. Beijing 
would offer support.

Nelson Underdown
Brompton, South Australia
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74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au
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Across
2	� When union members sing, how long do they want 

solidarity?  FOREVER

3	� How many countries stayed out of Eurovision due to Israel 
being invited?  FIVE

5	� The US set a record for this  DEBT

6	� Australia will be spending $53 billion more on this in the next 
ten years  DEFENCE

9	� Lebanon calls is occupation, Israel says it’s a 
security  ZONE

10	� Bond villain outfit, also haunts Europe  SPECTRE

11	� Expands to fill a room, needs to be taxed  GAS

13	� Japanese are protesting  MILITARISATION

15	� Australian Crawl hit, what Iran calls the US 
war  RECKLESS

Down
1	� Would turn 100 this year, no not 

Attenborough  FIDELCASTRO

4	� Celebrated in Moscow  VICTORYDAY

7	� When union members sing, how long do they want 
solidarity?  FOREVER

8	� Run by Indian communists for 50 years  KERALA

12	� Staff at University of Canberra are doing this  STRIKING

14	� For electric vehicles, build your  DREAM

16	� German Chancellor says the US has no  STRATEGY

CPA Central Adelaide branch

In order to understand modern 
China, one must thoroughly under-
stand Chinese Marxism. However, 
in order to do this, you need to spe-
cifically understand the modern 
developments in Chinese Marxist the-
ory and practice that aren’t taught in 
the Western world. In other words, 
you need to learn to think like a Chi-
nese Marxist. 

Many Western commentators lazily 
assume that Marxism is something old-fash-
ioned and stagnant, that hasn’t adjusted to 
the modern era. The exact opposite is true 
and China is the proof. China is the most 
heavily industrialised nation on earth it has 
lifted 800 million people out of poverty and 
is in the process of creating an ecological 
civilisation in harmony with nature. This 
is not an accident, but the thoughtful con-
struction of scientific socialism.

Roland Boer’s pamphlet, a shorter ver-
sion of his book of the same name, gives 
a brief introduction to Chinese Marxist 
theory and practice, including the reform 
and opening up, applying dialectical mate-
rialism to Chinese material conditions, the 
implementation of markets within socialism, 
Chinese modernisation, mature socialist 

democracy, human rights, minority nation-
alities, and the rule of law. There is also 
insightful commentary on the differences 
between Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, and 
Xi Jinping as they understood and influ-
enced Chinese political thought, as well 
as how they have mobilised the Chinese 
people to advance towards communism. 

There is a specific version of modern 
Marxism that wants to endlessly critique 
power and stay in the comfortable realm of 
theory without changing anything instead 
of working to build a better world. This easy 
life approach is in sharp contradiction to 
Marx’s dictum that “the philosophers have 
only interpreted the world, in various ways. 
The point, however, is to change it.”

We in the CPA reject the theory-only 
approach in favour of the dialectical unity 
of theory and practice. Communists in the 
western world must seriously engage with 
the study of existing socialism, especially 
modern China, or else our analysis risks 
being stuck in 1917. 

Roland Boer’s very approachable pam-
phlet was thoroughly discussed in a reading 
group in the Party’s Adelaide branch. The 
discussion extremely fruitful, both in terms 
of understanding China and motivating us 
to apply the lessons of existing socialism to 
concrete Australian reality.  

Xi Jinping delivers a report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China on 
behalf of the 19th CPC Central Committee in Beijing, 2022. Photo: Xinhua

Book Review
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics:  

A Concise Guide by Roland Boer

Teresita’s Dream
This May, Teresita’s Dream screened to a 

packed house at the Havana Film Festival in New 
York. The film documents the true story of Tere-
sita Rodriguez, who set out to find a treatment for 
Alzheimer’s disease after her mother’s diagnosis.  
Rodriguez and a team of mainly women embarked 
on a difficult journey towards finding a treatment. 
Ultimately she succeeded and produced the drug 
succeeded and produced NeuroEPO, a treatment 
that has shown promising results in slowing the 
progression of Alzheimer’s. The documentary is 
beautifully filmed as well as informative, focussing 
on Terestita as well as interviews with her team and 
visiting US physicians who explain what the break-
through means to them. Overshadowing the whole 
triumph is the US blockade on Cuba, particularly 
intense now. The blockade makes every simple step 
involved in scientific research more difficult. In 
the case of NeuroEPO, the blockade also hampers 
release of a treatment which could help millions of 
US citizens too.
Available on Youtube. Additional information available 
on bellyofthebeastcuba.com
Vampires in Havana

A bonkers cartoon classic, this film tells the 
story of a Cuban vampire who becomes embroiled 
in a plot to sun-proof the vampire race in pre-rev-
olutionary Havana. Thoroughly Cuban and only 
interested in jazz and romance, the young Pepito 
battles the vampire mafia as well as vampires from 
the old country. Made in 1985, the movie’s anima-
tion is somewhat dated, but the story is great fun 
and very Cuban.
It can be found with English subtitles on YouTube.
Strawberry and Chocolate

Sex, communism, ideas, and ice cream, what’s 
not to like? This award winning comedy-drama had 

a wide impact on the rest of the world’s perception 
of Cuba, often seen, unjustly, as an irredeemably 
homophobic society. When the film was revived, 
one critic commented that the ideas it raises about 
sexualities both gay and straight were just as relevant 
as when it was first released in 1993. Beautifully 
filmed, Strawberry and Chocolate also features 
intense discussions about ideology and how to live 
one’s life. 
Available on Netflix  

Worth Streaming: 
A trio of Cuban films
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The US Supreme Court ruled 
on 29 April that Louisiana’s 
2024 election map, which 
included a majority-Black dis-
trict, was unconstitutional. 
Approximately one-third of 
Louisiana’s population is 
Black, but Black voters could 
only elect their preferred can-
didate in only one out of the 
six House districts.

Black voters filed a lawsuit, 
claiming this was illegal, and 
Louisiana created a second majori-
ty-Black district following a federal 
court’s ruling.

However, the Supreme Court 
has struck down this congressional 
map, claiming that it is an “uncon-
stitutional racial gerrymander.” 
The argument was based on race 
should not be given undue con-
sideration when drawing electoral 
districts.

Black men were granted suf-
frage in the US in 1870. Women, 
including Black women, were 
granted the right to vote in 1920. 
However, literacy tests, poll taxes, 
property-ownership requirements, 
and the complicated registration 
process prevented many Black 
voters from exercising their voting 
rights.

When concerns were raised 
that such restrictions could disen-
franchise lower-class white voters, 
the “grandfather clause,” which 
allowed persons to vote if their 
grandfathers voted, was made. 
Of course, this clause excluded 

many Black people, as most of 
their grandfathers had been slaves.

Even after the removal of these 
overt barriers, the political influ-
ence of the Black vote was weak-
ened as it was diluted by being split 
across multiple districts.

The large-scale US civil rights 
movement worked hard in the 
1950s and 1960s to secure equal 
civil rights for people of colour as 
white Americans.

The Selma march and Bloody 
Sunday, the Black voter registration 
campaign, and Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s campaign for voting rights 
all took place during this period.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is 
a statute born from this movement. 
This law prohibits the establish-
ment of any policy that directly 
prevents Black Americans from 
registering to vote. It also regulates 
gerrymandering practices that 
dilute the power of the Black vote.

These provisions saw a signifi-
cant increase in the representation 
of Black and Latino voters in local 
councils, school boards, and US 
House of Representatives districts 
across the South.

Justice Elena Kagan of the 
Supreme Court read a 48-page 
oral dissent at the Supreme Court, 
which determined the interpreta-
tion and scope of Section 2 of the 
Voting Rights Act on 29 April.

She pointed out how the 
majority nullified the purpose of 
the Voting Rights Act, arguing, 
“Under the Court’s new view of 

Section 2, a State can, without 
legal consequence, systematically 
dilute minority citizens’ voting 
power,” going on to say that this 
ruling “renders Section 2 all but a 
dead letter.”

The ramifications of the ruling 
are already being seen throughout 
the South. Tennessee’s state legis-
lature has enacted a new congres-
sional map that breaks up the only 
majority-Black district in Memphis.

Republicans in Louisiana are 
also attempting to pass redistrict-
ing measures that would get rid 
of one of the two majority-Black 
districts. Similar attempts can be 
seen in Alabama, too.

Jim Crow is the name of a 
racist parody developed by a 
white actor in the 19th century 
to ridicule African Americans as 
feckless and ignorant. The name 
came to symbolise the entirety 
of segregation laws and customs 
that were prevalent even after the 
abolishment of the slavery system 
following the Civil War.

Since the verdict many protes-
tors with signs gathered at a bridge 
over a highway on the outskirts of 
Washington. While it is common 
to see people flock to this location 
during protests, it was unusual 
to see such a gathering during a 
weekday afternoon.

The protestors shouted one cry 
in unison: “We refuse to return to 
the Jim Crow era.” 
Hani.co  

A large group of African American children gather around a sign 
encouraging people to register to vote. (est 1960s)  
Photo: Kheel Center – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Republicans are 
attempting ... to get 

rid of one of two 
majority-Black districts

Chinese President Xi Jinping held talks 
with US President Donald Trump at 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 
in discussions centred on bilateral 
relations, economic cooperation, and 
global stability amid what Xi described 
as a rapidly shifting international 
environment.

Xi said that a “transformation not seen 
in a century is accelerating across the globe,” 
adding that the international situation is 
“fluid and turbulent.” He framed the meet-
ing as part of a broader historical moment 
confronting major powers.

He raised key questions about the trajec-
tory of China-US relations, including whether 
both countries can overcome the “Thucydides 
Trap,” jointly address global challenges, and 
contribute to greater international stability.

“I look forward to working together with 
you to set the course and steer the giant ship 
of China-US relations, so as to make 2026 
a historic, landmark year that opens up a 
new chapter in China-US relations,” Xi said.

Xi stated that both sides had agreed on 
a new vision of a “constructive China-US 
relationship of strategic stability,” intended 
to guide ties over the next three years and 
beyond.

He defined this framework as combining 
cooperation as the foundation, managed 
competition, controlled differences, and 
long-term commitments to stability. He 
emphasised that this approach must trans-
late into concrete policy actions rather than 
remain declaratory.

On economic ties, Xi described China-US 
relations as “mutually beneficial and win-
win in nature,” stressing that “equal-footed 
consultation is the only right choice” in 
managing disagreements.

He also said that the two countries’ eco-
nomic and trade teams had reached “generally 
balanced and positive outcomes” in recent 
talks, calling the result “good news for the 
people of the two countries and the world.”

Xi reiterated that China would continue 
expanding its opening up and said US compa-
nies are already deeply involved in its reform 

process. He called for expanded coopera-
tion in sectors including economy, health, 
agriculture, tourism, and law enforcement.

Xi described Taiwan as “the most impor-
tant issue in China-US relations,” warning 
that improper handling could destabilise 
the entire bilateral relationship and urging 
caution from the US side.

Trump said it was “a great honour” to pay 
a state visit to China, expressing “tremen-
dous respect” for Xi Jinping and the Chinese 
people, and describing Xi as a great leader.

He said he was willing to work with Xi 
to strengthen communication, manage dif-
ferences, and improve bilateral relations, 
adding that both leaders could “do a lot of 
big and good things for the two countries 
and the world.”

Trump also encouraged US business 
representatives to expand cooperation with 
China.

Xi later received a delegation of senior 
executives from major global technology and 
financial corporations accompanying the US 
president. The executives joined the talks 
at the Great Hall of the People, in a session 
that lasted more than two hours.

The two leaders also exchanged views on 
international and regional issues, including 
the Middle East situation, the Ukraine crisis, 
and the Korean Peninsula. Both sides agreed 
to support each other in hosting upcoming 
APEC and G20 meetings.
Telesur  

Trump visits China

US rolls back voting rights

French President Emmanuel Macron 
has faced a backlash after he inter-
rupted a panel at the Africa Forward 
Summit in Kenya to demand silence 
from the audience.

Macron stormed the stage to rebuke 
audience members for what he called a “total 
lack of respect,” accusing them of disrupting 
speakers during a presentation by artists and 
young entrepreneurs.

The summit is meant to showcase 
France’s new policy of a “partnership of 
equals” with the African continent.

Macron announced a €23 billion (AU 
$37bn) investment into various African 
industries including energy, artificial intel-
ligence and agriculture.

Videos of Macron’s heated intervention  
quickly spread across social media, drawing 
a mix of mockery, praise, and criticism.

Appearing visibly frustrated by the noise 
in the room, Macron abruptly walked onto the 
stage and asked the speaker to hand him the 
microphone, saying he would “restore order.”

Addressing the audience in English, 
he criticised attendees for talking over the 
speakers and disrupting the session.

“Just imagine what would happen if an 
African leader did the same thing in America 
or Europe,” said Thierno Mbaye, a history 
student at a university in Senegal’s capital, 
Dakar.

“He acted like a schoolteacher scolding 
children,” Mbaye told reporters.

The intervention also drew criticism in 
France.

“It’s stronger than him. As soon as he 
sets foot on the African continent, he can’t 
help but behave like a coloniser,” Daniele 
Obono, a lawmaker for left-wing party France 
Unbowed, said in a post on social media.

The summit, which closed with a declara-
tion that was signed by all 30 heads of state, 
comes after years of criticism in many west 
African countries over what they described 
as a demeaning and heavy-handed approach 
from France.
Morning Star  

Macron interrupts  
Africa summit

Thucydides what?
Thucydides was an Athenian general 
and historian 2,500 years ago. He did 
not invent the Thucydides Trap, but 
described a conflict between Athens 
and Sparta, saying that the growth 
of Athenian power made conflict 
inevitable. The term was invented by 
a writer, Herman Wouk, and made 
popular by scholars.

Sydney VigilSydney Vigil

STOP USA  STOP USA  
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA

4:15pm till 5:00pm  
Wednesday 17 June

USA Consulate, 50 Miller Street North Sydney
Call 0418 270 885
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Peter Farmer

British PM Keir Starmer is in trouble. 
It seems to be partly the scandal over 
his appointment of Peter Mandelson as 
UK ambassador to the US. Mandelson, 
previously a senior figure in the Blair 
government, turned out to have been 
close friends with Jeffrey Epstein. A scan-
dal unfolded over the way he had been 
appointed as ambassador, with Starmer 
blaming officials, and leaks galore about 
Mandelson failing routine security vetting. 

Starmer was never popular. While Labour 
defeated the Tories in a landslide in 2024, informed 
sources have said that the election was an anti-Tory 
vote, not a pro-Labour one. The UK Conservative 
party, aka the Tories had treated the public to the 
lethal incompetence of the Johnson government 
during COVID, as well as the comically inept gov-
ernment of Liz Truss. The PM changed, but the 
Tory air of corruption, self-absorption and hatred 
of the working class was constant. 

Starmer swept into power, but   – as one expert 
said, he came to be seen to support “convenientism” 
and a wrong-headed strategy to take back votes 
from right-wing challengers Reform UK.

The Morning Star’s Andrew Murray takes up 
the story:

As the Starmer premiership finally implodes, 
gorged on its own fatuity and marinated in mass 
hostility, a host of questions are thrown up.

To none of them is Wes Streeting the answer. It 
takes a peculiar sort of political genius to imagine 
that installing a hardcore Blairite and champion 
of Israel, with a side order of buddying around 
with Peter Mandelson is going to save this Labour 
government.

Yet that is the plan afoot. Meet the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party.

Hand-picked by the departed and disgraced 
Morgan McSweeney in its majority, and not chosen 
for brains, initiative or democratic responsiveness, 
they are indeed where I would look for buyers if I 
had a bridge to sell.

Still, even animals can sense danger, and there 
is hardly a Labour MP who cannot see it written 
all over the electoral map after 7 May.

It comes in many guises – Reform, the Greens, 
Plaid Cymru, the Scottish National Party, inde-
pendents here and there, even the Tories in places.

Seeing off any one of those challenges has 
proved beyond Keir Starmer’s skill set. Seeing 
off all of them at once would challenge greater 
talents than those available among his possible 
successors.

Unsurprisingly, many Labour MPs, adherents 
of the McSweeney faction, seem ready to not merely 
vote for more of the same but to rush it into place 
with unseemly haste.

Streeting – Starmerism with a flicker of human 
emotion – is their candidate to maintain the hegem-
ony of the Labour right.

The Health Secretary has divided his time of 
late between signing fresh contracts for Palantir to 
invade the National Health Service and shuffling 
cautiously leftwards, hoping that the pungent 
stink of his long association with Mandelson can 
be thus dispelled.

His haste – ‘indecent’ hardly does it justice – 
is to get in before the most menacing alternative 
is available. The candidate that appears to offer 
something akin to hope.

Presently hope is called Andy Burnham.
As one leading leftwinger put it, the Manchester 

mayor “is our star player.” That perception derives 
from the fact that he has, for the last nine years, 
been playing on a different pitch.

Two things can be said about Burnham with 
confidence. He is far more popular than any other 
Labour politician, or any politician at all. Had he 
been serving in Starmer’s Cabinet rather than in 
Manchester that would probably not be the case.

The second is that no-one can have any real idea 
what a Burnham-led Labour government would 
be like. Burnham is a shape-shifting politician 
who has dropped no more than hints and winks 
as to how he would diverge from the government’s 
present ruinous course. 

Yet the view is, in the words of another prom-
inent left MP, that “only Burnham can stop a 
Reform government.”

Here is where hope runs up against evidence. 
Look at a ward map of Greater Manchester fol-
lowing recent council elections. The middle is 
monolithically Green. To the south, Stockport is 
Liberal Democrat orange. Then, all around a sea 
of Faragean turquoise. There is precious little 
red, mainly in Salford and Trafford. Project this 
map onto a national scale and you are looking at 
a Reform-led government.

Still, most of the parliamentary left believes 
Burnham is worth waiting for. They feel Angela 
Rayner is too compromised by her loyal association 
with Starmer, and her tax problems, to be a viable 
alternative to Streeting in an immediate showdown.

Even Rayner herself would be happiest getting 
behind Burnham and will only stand if not doing 
so would leave the Health Secretary with a clear 
run at Downing Street. So hold on for Andy?

Burnham has been permitted to stand for a 
by-election for Labour. If he wins, he would be 
clear to run for Prime Minister. 

There are those that console themselves with 
the evidence that support for the hard right has 
peaked. That seems to be true, in terms of share of 
the vote, which is down on last year’s local elections.

Farage’s far-right Reform won 1,453 local 
authority seats, up 1,451 in the recent elections. It 
is an authoritarian, racist and Thatcherite outfit 
led by a phoney grifter.

Big money is moving Reform’s way and the 
wider far-right ecosystem of which it is the elec-
toral expression is by no means wilting.

Manchester chose a third of its councillors in 
the recent elections. The Greens clearly prevailed, 
and had the whole council been up for renewal, as 
in the London boroughs, the party would now be 
running the city council.

Nevertheless, there is no other place in England 
where the far right appears more assertive on the 
streets, more aggressive in confronting any expres-
sion of left organisation and sentiment in public. 
Often the far right unites with zionists and Iranian 
monarchists in a hell’s brew on these occasions.

Or to put it differently, elections only tell part of 
the story – the latest fascist-led march in London 
tells another.  

UK: The impending death of 
Starmerism

British PM Keir Starmer. Photo: Chris McAndrew – wikimedia.org (CC BY 3.0)

Josh Gerstein

A US federal judge has blocked the 
Trump administration’s sanctions 
against a United Nations official who 
has faced accusations of antisemitism 
over her calls for war crimes charges 
against Israeli officials over their 
actions in Gaza.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio imposed 
the sanctions on Francesca Albanese, the 
United Nations special rapporteur for Pal-
estinian human rights, last July under an 
executive order President Donald Trump 
signed.

US District Judge Richard Leon said the 
administration’s sanctions against Albanese 
violate the First Amendment because they’re 

based solely on her encouraging the ICC to 
investigate and prosecute.

“Albanese has done nothing more than 
speak!” Leon wrote in a 26-page decision. 
“It is undisputed that her recommendations 
have no binding effect on the ICC’s actions 
– they are nothing more than her opinion.”

Justice Department lawyers argued 
that Albanese, an Italian citizen currently 
living with her family in Tunisia, has no 
First Amendment claim because she isn’t a 
US citizen and issued her statements from 
abroad. However, Leon said her “extensive 
connections” to the US including a daughter 
born in the US, and a home the family owns 
in Washington, gave Albanese a claim to 
free-speech protections.

Albanese and her husband have 

complained that the US sanctions designation 
essentially froze them out of the international 
banking network, made it impossible for 
them to travel to the US and even led the 
family’s health insurer to deny payment for 
services received by Albanese.

The Trump administration argued that 
licenses it issued allowing some transactions 
related to the family’s Washington property, 
as well as to provide “necessary” support 
for their US-citizen daughter, mitigated the 
impact of the sanctions.

“Please!” the judge responded, calling 
the scope of those licenses too murky to give 
the US government legal cover against the 
lawsuit filed in February by Albanese’s hus-
band, World Bank economist Massimiliano 
Cali, and their daughter.

Leon also found that the “parental 
license” the US government issued interferes 
with Albanese’s “constitutionally protected” 
relationship with her daughter. “It is not clear 
from the record before me how plaintiffs 
would distinguish between necessary and 
unnecessary transactions in the context of 
their family relationships,” the judge wrote.

Rubio’s designation of Albanese alleged 
she’d “spewed unabashed antisemitism.” 
She’s denied that and contends that some 
in Israel are using claims of antisemitism to 
justify war crimes. The Israeli government 
denies committing war crimes in Gaza and 
has denounced the International Criminal 
Court process as hopelessly biased.
Politico  

Judge overturns US sanctions on Albanese

Starmer supported 
“convenientism” and 

a wrong-headed 
strategy to take back 
votes from right-wing 

challengers
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Marianne Dhenin

The White House’s 2026 
Counterterrorism Strategy, 
published 6 May reveals 
startling new details about 
the Trump administration’s 
plans to target progressives. 
The new memo builds on 
one issued last September, 
called the National Security 
Presidential Memorandum 
7 (NSPM-7) on “Counter-
ing Domestic Terrorism and 
Organized Political Violence.” 
Organisers warn the admin-
istration’s so-called “America 
First” counterterrorism strat-
egy represents a threat to 
human rights, civil liberties, 
and the ongoing struggle for 
democracy and are shoring up 
their work to protect against 
its directives.

“NSPM-7 is a deliberate attempt 
to sow fear and intimidate and 
silence opposition to the president’s 
abuses,” wrote Hina Shamsi, direc-
tor of the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) National Security 
Project, in a blog post following 
NSPM-7’s release. But, she con-
tinued, “[as] chilling as NSPM-7 

is, and painful and difficult though 
its implementation may well prove 
to be, it contains nothing that we 
have not seen before.”

Specifically, the memo directs 
the Department of Justice (DOJ), 
the FBI, and other national secu-
rity agencies and departments to 
root out what it calls “domestic 
terrorist organisations.” But unlike 
foreign terrorism, for which there 
is an established designation the 
secretary of state can attach to 
groups headquartered outside 
the US, there is no official label or 
designation regime for so-called 
domestic terrorism. 

Instead, experts argue that 
the label serves to criminalise 
dissent and legitimise political 
opponents as law enforcement 
targets. The strategy hearkens back 
to the J Edgar Hoover era at the 
FBI, when the bureau launched a 
secret program “to expose, disrupt, 
misdirect, discredit, or otherwise 
neutralise” Black leaders and civil 
rights groups.

It also echoes a more recent 
past. “The memo itself draws on 
some of the most harmful post-
9/11 national security policies 
that had served to target Muslim 

communities, but also Black, 
African, Arab, Middle Eastern, 
and South Asian communities,” 
Sumayyah Waheed, senior policy 
counsel at Muslim Advocates, told 
Truthout. “Those policies were 
characterised by mass surveillance, 
racial and religious profiling, and 
crackdowns on dissent, so our com-
munity suffered in a lot of ways. 
We’re seeing the same pattern 
repeated here with NSPM-7, but 
with an expansion against basically 
any movements or groups that the 
federal government disagrees with.”

The Trump administration has 
given some indications of who it 
plans to target with these memos, 
though their vague language casts 
a wide net. Days before NSPM-7 
was issued, Donald Trump signed 
an executive order designating 
antifa a domestic terrorist organ-
isation, and in a leaked December 
memo, then-Attorney General Pam 
Bondi described “Antifa-aligned 
extremists” as anyone willing to use 
violence in the service of “extreme 
viewpoints on immigration, radical 
gender ideology, and anti-American 
sentiment.”
Truthout  

FRANCE: Members of Extinction Rebellion France, an envi-
ronmental and social activism group, scaled the Eiffel Tower 
on the 78th anniversary of the Nakba, displaying a Palestin-
ian flag in protest against Israel’s genocide in Gaza.

NIGERIA: The military authorities announced that a new 
operation with the United States forces has killed more than 
20 Islamic State group members. The operation followed the 
killing of Abu Bakr al-Mainuki, described as the second in 
command of Islamic State globally.

KENYA: Violent protests erupted in the Kenyan capital Nai-
robi and other cities as a nationwide public transport strike 
started against rising fuel prices. Kenya’s fuel prices hit a 
record high with the diesel price increasing by 23.5 per cent 
and petrol by 8 per cent. Commuters were stranded in var-
ious suburbs, whille motorists chose to stay home, as pro-
testers burned tyres and blocked roads. At least 225 people 
were arrested during the strike.

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN: A new report from the 
World Meteorological Organisation has outlined how temper-
atures remain well above average, with rising sea levels and 
increased extreme weather events in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Increasingly extreme rainfall patterns are wors-
ening humanitarian conditions across the region, with com-
munities facing cycles of devastating floods and prolonged 
drought.

In 2025, flooding affected more than 110,000 people in Peru 
and Ecuador, while floods in Mexico killed 83 people and 
caused widespread infrastructure damage and landslides. At 
the same time, severe drought affected up to 85 per cent of 
Mexico, creating major water shortages for crops and res-
ervoirs despite the country experiencing its wettest June on 
record. 

ITALY: Italian Defence Minister Guido Crosetto stated that 
future wars will be fought over rare earth metal deposits and 
water sources. Speaking after the G7 defense ministers’ 
meeting in Naples, Crosetto also added that military conflicts 
will also be waged over water, energy production, and that 
AI will play a major role as well.

PALESTINE: According to the United Nations, while the 
scale of violence on the Gaza strip has reduced, killings and 
destruction of infrastructure continue there “on an almost 
daily basis.” Forced displacement in the occupied West Bank 
has reached a rate “unseen in decades.” In East Jerusalem, 
Israeli authorities are forcing Palestinians out of their homes 
at “alarming levels,” turning their property over to settlers. 

IRAN: Iran is looking to expand its control over the Strait of 
Hormuz by considering the possibility of controlling the vast 
network of subsea communication cables running beneath 
the Strait of Hormuz amid the US-Israel ongoing threats. 
Subsea communication cables are essential to the modern 
global economy, carrying most internet and data traffic. Any 
major disruption could affect banking operations, military 
communications, cloud computing systems, AI infrastructure, 
remote work networks, and streaming services worldwide. 

LEBANON: Lebanon’s health authorities report a rising 
death toll and widespread injuries amid continued Israeli 
aggression, ceasefire violations, and ongoing demolitions in 
southern Lebanon. Lebanon’s Ministry of Health announced 
last week that 3,020 people have been killed and 9,273 oth-
ers injured across the country since 2 March. The toll also 
includes more than 200 children among those killed.

SOUTH KOREA: The DPRK Women’s football club arrived 
in South Korea for an Asian Champions League semifinals, 
marking the first athlete  visit in eight years. Public interest in 
the match has been high, with all tickets allocated for gen-
eral sake reportedly sold out within a day.

Global Briefs
US: Trump’s war 
on progressives 

expands
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One-China principle
The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) has 
a consistent policy to support the one China 
principle and supports the People’s Republic of 
China in its efforts for national reunification.

The CPA maintains a consistent opposition to imperialism 
and its accompanying wars of aggression. The capitalist 
system in its striving to secure ever vaster profits, utilises 
all manner of imperial tools, intrigues, and efforts to split 
and incite peoples against each other, and to manufacture 
divisions as part of a strategy of divide and rule. World 
history bears witness to a litany of tragedies unleashed 
upon peoples and nations for the purposes of securing 
vast riches for a tiny exploiting minority.

Imperialism promotes “independence” movements in a 
number of countries across the world with the objective 
of causing internal conflicts, breaking up these unified 
states and, thereby, making it easier for imperialism 
to re-impose its domination. A long-range objective 
of imperialism is “regime change” in China and the 
destruction of its socialist system. For this purpose, 
an “independence” movement in Taiwan is promoted, 
Taiwan is provided with sophisticated weapons, and 
military threats are made to prevent the reunification 
of Taiwan with China.

Promotion of the false narratives of ‘Taiwan independence’ 
and the accompanying ‘China Threat’ is utilised by the 
Australian ruling class and its allies internationally to 
justify the unnecessary, unaffordable and dangerous 
AUKUS pact. AUKUS strips billions of dollars of public 

funding away from healthcare, education, housing 
and other public services to service an agreement that 
fundamentally damages Australian sovereignty and 
subordinates Australia to an erratic, unreliable and 
aggressive USA.

In 1972 the United Nations General Assembly adopted 
Resolution 2758 on the ‘Restoration of the lawful 
rights of the People’s Republic of China in the United 
Nations,’ sponsored by socialist and newly independent 
countries. It was internationally recognised that the 
representatives of the PRC government are the only 
legitimate representatives of China. It is noteworthy that 
countries which challenge the validity of resolution 2758 
often have unresolved historical legacies as perpetrators 
of racism, imperialist aggression and colonialism.

In this context, the CPA reiterates its support for the one-
China principle and recognises that there is but one China 
in the world. Taiwan is an inalienable part of China’s 
territory, and the government of the People’s Republic 
of China is the sole legal government representing 
the whole of China. The CPA firmly opposes “Taiwan 
independence” in all forms and steadfastly supports the 
Chinese government and people in realising national 
reunification.

International Department 
Communist Party of Australia, CPA

15 May 2026

Wang Yu
Consul General of the People’s  
Republic of China in Sydney
The one-China principle is 
where the arc of history bends 
and public opinion trends, and 
to uphold it is the right thing 
to do. No one can ever stop 
the eventual reunification of 
China. Here, I would like to 
take this opportunity to give 
a detailed introduction to the 
one-China principle, the status 
quo across the Taiwan Strait, 
and the future of cross-Strait 
relations.

The core meaning of the one-
China principle includes: there 
is but one China, Taiwan is an 
inalienable part of China’s terri-
tory, and the government of the 
People’s Republic of China is the 
sole legal government represent-
ing the whole of China, and firmly 
opposes “Taiwan independence” in 
all forms. The one-China principle 
is a generally recognised norm in 
international relations, and it rep-
resents a general consensus of the 
international community.

UN resolution 2758 is a political 
document encapsulating the one-
China principle whose legal author-
ity leaves no room for doubt and 
has been acknowledged worldwide. 
It is also the fundamental prereq-
uisite and political foundation for 
China to develop relations with 
other countries including Australia. 

The fundamental status quo 

across the Taiwan Strait is that 
Taiwan is a part of China, and the 
biggest threat to peace and stability 
across the Taiwan Strait is “Taiwan 
independence” forces’ separatist 
activities and external connivance 
and support for these activities. The 
root cause of the current tension in 
the Taiwan Strait lies in the Dem-
ocratic Progressive Party (DPP) 
authorities’ stubborn adherence 
to the separatist stance of “Taiwan 
independence” and their provoca-
tions in seeking “independence” 
by colluding with external forces. 

The future of Taiwan lies in Chi-
na’s reunification, and the well-be-
ing of the people in Taiwan hinges 
on the rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation. Compatriots on both sides 
of the Taiwan Strait are brothers 
and sisters of the same blood. The 
two sides form a community of 
common destiny and are insepara-
ble. The peaceful development of 
cross-Strait relations is the correct 
path to maintain peace, promote 
common development, and bene-
fit the people on both sides of the 
Strait. We are ready to create vast 
space for peaceful reunification, but 
we will leave no room for separatist 
activities in any form.

The Chinese government and 
the Chinese people have endeav-
oured to pursue the historic mission 
of resolving the Taiwan question 
and realising China’s complete 
reunification. We have, acting in a 
spirit of seeking common ground 
while setting aside differences 

and on the basis of the one-China 
principle, enabled the two sides to 
reach the “1992 Consensus” that 
“both sides of the Taiwan Straits 
belong to one China and will work 
together toward national reunifi-
cation.” The two sides have thus 
initiated consultations and nego-
tiation and promoted cross-Strait 
party-to-party exchanges. We have 
opened up a path for promoting 
the peaceful development of cross-
Strait relations. 

Recently, Xi Jinping, general 
secretary of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central Committee, 
met with Cheng Li-wun, chairper-
son of the Chinese Kuomintang 
(KMT) party, in Beijing. Dialogue 
and exchanges were carried out on 
the basis of the common political 
foundation of adhering to the 1992 
Consensus and opposing “Taiwan 
independence.” 

In the meeting, Xi Jinping 
put forward a set of proposals for 
advancing cross-Strait relations 
including forging closer bonds 
across the Strait by upholding a 
correct understanding of identity, 
safeguarding the shared homeland 
through peaceful development, fos-
tering the well-being of the people 
through exchanges and integration 
and joint efforts to achieve national 
rejuvenation. 

The Chinese mainland has 
also rolled out a package of 10 
policies and measures to boost 
exchanges and cooperation across 
the Taiwan Strait. The measures 

cover inter-party exchanges, youth 
exchanges, as well as economy, 
people’s livelihood, culture and 
tourism, aligning with the shared 
aspiration of people on both sides 
of the Strait for peace, development, 
exchanges and cooperation.

The outline of China’s 15th 
Five-Year Plan explicitly states that 
it is necessary to safeguard peace 
and stability in the Taiwan Strait, 
improve the well-being of compa-
triots on both sides of the Strait, 
promote cross-Strait economic 
cooperation, and deepen cross-
Strait exchanges and cooperation.

China’s reunification is a his-
torical trend and the right path, 
while “Taiwan independence” goes 
against the tide of history, and it is 
a path to nowhere. No matter how 
the international landscape and the 
situation across the Taiwan Strait 

may evolve, the overarching trend 
toward the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation will not change, and 
the prevailing momentum for the 
Chinese on both sides of the Strait 
to come together will not change. 

The Taiwan question originated 
in a weak and ravaged China, and 
it will definitely end with Chi-
na’s rejuvenation. The reunifica-
tion of China will not harm the 
legitimate interests of any other 
country including Australia. On 
the contrary, it will bring more 
development opportunities to all 
countries; it will create more posi-
tive momentum for prosperity and 
stability in the Asia-Pacific and the 
rest of the world; it will contribute 
more to building a global commu-
nity of shared future, promoting 
world peace and development, and 
propelling human progress.  

Upholding the one-China principle 
and safeguarding peace  

and stability in the Taiwan Strait

One China. Graphic: TUBS – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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Both therapy and weapon
GH

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women have had a fierce tra-
dition of protest music in Australia, blending personal, community, 
and political struggle fighting for land, sovereignty, identity, family, 
survival and against racism, gendered violence, incarceration, and 
the Stolen Generations. More than storytelling, Aboriginal women’s 
songs are acts of resistance.

Many songs never appeared on commercial recordings, but circulat-
ed within communities and protest movements. Indigenous music is 
both therapy and a weapon; a way to mourn and politically mobilise.

Indigenous women were active in resistance long before modern 
feminist movements in Australia. Work songs in missions or stations 
were coded critiques of exploitation and colonial authority. Songs 
accompanied ceremonies, storytelling, and protest marches. Songs 
of the Stolen Generations were sung in secret, or at community 
gatherings, warning children and keeping memory alive. 

Women’s music is characterised by call-and-response, communal 
singing, or chanting. Oral improvisation is common, with music con-
tinually evolving. Since the 1960s Aboriginal women’s music went 
from oral tradition to folk, hip-hop and metal folk with political cri-
tique central to their collective resistance. 

The 1972 Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra saw Aboriginal 
women at the front lines. Their songs were used in rallies, marches 
and camps. Women-led chants at Tent Embassy rallies addressed 
police brutality and political promises. 

In the 1990s songs addressed deaths in custody and communi-
ty resistance.  Songs were communal, sung at rallies and funerals, 
linking grief and resistance. Down City Streets was written by sing-
er songwriter Ruby Hunter and recorded by her husband Archie 
Roach. The song highlighted women’s suffering in urban and mis-
sion life. My Island Home by Christine Anu is one of the most 
recognised Indigenous songs in Australia, expressing a strong con-
nection to Country.

“Six years I have been in the city 
And every night I dream of the sea 
They say home is where you find it 
Will this place ever satisfy me?”

Quandamooka and Meriam woman Rochelle Pitt Watson’s Black to 
Reality is an unofficial anthem for Indigenous women, addressing 
the desire to reclaim Aboriginal identity and culture.

Black women performed in hard rock, punk, and metal-influ-
enced styles. Ngarrindjeri, Kokatha, and Pitjantjatjara woman 
Ruby Hunter’s Ngarrindjeri Woman reflects the pain of disposses-
sion, but also resilience. Many combine heavy rock with political 
themes about colonialism, land rights, and identity. Thelma Plum 
(Gamilaraay) plays alternative rock / indie rock with heavy guitar 
elements. Her songs attack racism, colonial history, and personal 
trauma. Better in Blak is a powerful anthem about Indigenous iden-
tity and pride.

“They say the blood runs thicker 
But my skin runs thicker than that.”

In the 2020s genre-blurring collaborations reinforced political mes-
sages across audiences. The collaboration of Barkaa (Chloe 
Quayle, Malyangapa/Barkindji) with Adam Briggs, the founder of 
Bad Apples Music, is a testament to her influence in the hiphop 
scene, with Our Lives Are Not for You  and King Brown.

Songs used in the March 4 Justice in 2021, blended hiphop, folk, 
and traditional instruments to protest climate change, and call for 
Indigenous land rights. Barkaa’s performance at the Paartjima festi-
val in 2022 demonstrated her impact as a performer and artist. Blak 
Britney (2023) by Miss Kaninna is an anti-establishment anthem that 
amplifies the voices of ‘Blak women.’ 

Indigenous women’s choirs in Redfern and Alice Springs performed 
at rallies. The Inarma Choir features women from the remote com-
munities of Pukatja, Mimili, Titjikala, Alice Springs and Amoonguna. 
Last year the concert Fine Tuning: A Reconciliation of Indigenous 
and Western Musical Traditions reconnected three Central 
Australian communities with their traditional song lines, underpinned 
by traditional Indigenous musical practices. 

Over the past sixty years Indigenous women’s protest music has 
played an integral role in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peo-
ples achieving their political rights and expressing the sorrows of 
their communities. It continues to play an important part in preserv-
ing Indigenous knowledge and culture.
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Australia-Cuba Friendship Society at the Palestinian rally in Boorloo/Perth on Sunday 17 May 2026.

Shortages of electricity, fuel, medicine and 
medical supplies are severely disrupting 
emergency care, blood banks, laboratories, 
immunisation programs, and maternal and 
child health services, Edem Wosornu of the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA) and Altaf Musani of the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) told jour-
nalists in New York via video link.

Their briefing followed a three-day visit to the 
island nation.

The officials described a healthcare system under 
mounting strain as hospitals struggle to maintain basic 
services amid worsening shortages and power outages. 
In some areas, blackouts lasting up to 20 hours have 
forced hospitals to suspend non-emergency operations, 
while fuel shortages continue limiting ambulance 
services and delaying access to critical care.

More than 100,000 patients, including 11,000 
children, are waiting for surgeries delayed by power 
outages and supply shortages.

Around five million people living with chronic 
illnesses are also at risk of interruptions to life-sus-
taining treatments, including more than 16,000 people 
requiring radiation therapy and over 12,000 currently 
undergoing chemotherapy.

“Human cost is significant and continues to grow,” 
Musani said, as local clinics struggle with severe 
shortages of medical supplies and unstable electricity.

Maternal and neonatal care have also been heav-
ily affected.

More than 32,000 pregnant women face increased 

risks due to limited access to diagnostics, transporta-
tion and stable electricity needed to power lifesaving 
equipment in neonatal units.

“Staff have to carry water up the stairs while women 
give birth since pumps don’t work,” said Wosornu.

She added that transportation disruptions are 
preventing deliveries of vegetables and meat, leaving 
many pregnant women without adequate nutrition.

DISEASE RISKS INCREASE 
AMID OUTAGES

Water, sanitation and refrigeration systems are also 
facing disruptions, raising the risk of vector-borne and 
water-borne diseases, such as dengue and chikungunya.

Routine immunisation programmes remain 
operational but are under increasing strain due to 
cold chain disruptions, transport limitations, and 
supply shortages.

Wosornu described the situation as an increasingly 
complex crisis with growing humanitarian conse-
quences beyond a traditional natural disaster response.

Despite the worsening conditions, the OCHA and 
WHO officials praised the resilience of local health-
care workers and communities, noting that doctors 
and nurses continue caring for patients despite severe 
shortages and difficult working conditions.

“Life saving aid must reach people without delays. 
Acting fast and working together is the only way to 
stop the situation from getting worse. We cannot 
afford another humanitarian crisis,” Wosornu said.
United Nations  

Blackouts and 
shortages disrupt 
healthcare across 

Cuba

Half the Sky
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Peter Farmer

Since 2 March, Israeli attacks in Leba-
non have killed at least 2,896 people, 
injured over 8,824, and displaced 
more than 1.6 million, about one-fifth 
of the country’s population, according 
to Lebanese officials. In that time, at 
least 200 children in Lebanon have 
been killed in Israeli attacks, accord-
ing to the UN Children’s Fund. On 13 
May, it was reported that an Israeli 
air strike killed six people including 
three paramedics.

However, Israel hasn’t had it all their 
way. Hezbollah has been putting up more of 
a fight than was expected, using drones to 
target tanks and troops. The Israeli Defence 
Force (IDF) has been using bulldozers to try 
to eradicate Lebanese villages so that the 
inhabitants won’t have anything to return 
to. Hezbollah has been targeting the bull-
dozers too.

Israeli media has acknowledged increas-
ing casualties. So far at least six Israeli 
soldiers have been killed during the attack. 

US President Trump announced a truce 
on 16 April, but Israel has continued to 
exchange fire with Hezbollah. 

Hezbollah said it carried out multiple 
operations between targeting Israeli military 
forces, vehicles and equipment.

The group announced that fighters deto-
nated an explosive device against an Israeli 
force advancing toward a water pumping 
station north of the town of Taybeh.

According to Hezbollah, the detonation 
was followed by artillery shelling targeting 
the same force, causing confirmed casualties 
and forcing troops to retreat under heavy 
smoke cover while helicopters evacuated 
the wounded.

Later, Hezbollah said it launched a rocket 
barrage targeting another Israeli occupation 
force in the al-Faqaani area near Taybeh.

In another operation, Hezbollah fighters 
targeted two Israeli bulldozers advancing 
between the towns of Haddatha and Rashaf.

The group said an explosive device struck 
the first bulldozer, while a second device tar-
geted another bulldozer attempting to con-
tinue advancing toward the al-Baydar area.

Hezbollah added that Israeli aircraft 
later struck the second bulldozer, causing 
it to catch fire and be destroyed.

Near the newly established al-Bayada 
site, Hezbollah said it launched rockets and 
artillery fire at Israeli troops before target-
ing a Merkava tank attempting to reinforce 
the force with a guided missile, claiming a 
direct hit.

The group later announced another rocket 
barrage against the same area.

The group said the operations came in 
response to Israeli violations of the temporary 
US-announced truce and attacks targeting 
southern Lebanese villages.

The situation has been described as 
described as “extremely dangerous,” by Israeli 
newspaper Maariv, acknowledging that 
Hezbollah has intensified operations while 
also expanding psychological warfare efforts 
through the publication of combat footage.

According to the newspaper, Hezbollah 
has increasingly adopted tactics similar to 
those used during the 1990s against Israeli 
forces in the former security zone in south-
ern Lebanon.

They acknowledged that Israel still lacks 
an effective solution to Hezbollah’s explo-
sive-laden drones.

Speaking to Israel’s Channel 14, Israeli 
military and technology expert Shlomo 
Peretz said warning systems often fail to 
detect drones early enough to activate air 
raid sirens.

He said residents in northern areas and 
around Lake Tiberias frequently receive no 
warning at all.

Peretz explained that drone operators 
often conceal launch positions inside forests 
and enclosed areas, making aerial detection 
difficult.

He admitted that Israel remains “almost 
at the same point” in confronting the threat 
despite testing several technologies designed 
to intercept drones.

Israeli and Western reports have increas-
ingly described Hezbollah’s low-altitude 
and fiber-optic drones as one of the most 
significant challenges facing Israeli forces, 
particularly because of their lower cost, 
operational flexibility, and resistance to 
conventional jamming systems.  

Lebanon: Hezbollah fights back

Ahmed Abbasis

Israel drew a Yellow Line in 
Gaza to get what it has always 
wanted: Palestinian land. The 
Yellow Line is not a border; 
international borders are 
established by bilateral agree-
ments or mutual recognition 
in accordance with interna-
tional law. The Yellow Line is, 
on the other hand, a military 
demarcation line enforced by 
Israeli force. In some places, 
it is marked with yellow con-
crete barriers.

The Yellow Line is part of a 
broader colonial-settlement logic: 
Israel has never fully demarcated 
its borders. Some of them are still 
based on armistice lines, military 
occupation or disputed territorial 
claims. The continued ambiguity 
about the state’s borders allows 
Israel to steadily expand settle-
ments, buffer zones and areas 
of military occupation under the 
pretext of security.

The ambiguity is not accidental. 
Although Israeli authorities present 
the Yellow Line and similar territo-
rial markings as temporary security 
measures, enforcing these markings 
creates real change on the ground. 
Formal annexation would force 
Israel to pay a greater diplomatic 
and legal price, including a possible 

investigation by the International 
Criminal Court and even sanctions 
by the international community. 
Defining the Yellow Line as a tem-
porary security measure rather 
than a permanent border allows 
the Israeli regime to seize territory 
while avoiding the political cost of 
formal annexation.

MARKING CREATES 
REALITY ON THE 

GROUND
Since the ceasefire began in 

October 2025, Israel has moved 
the Yellow Line deeper into Gaza 
– about 300 meters west in the Sha-
jaiyah area and about 500 meters 
west in the neighbourhoods of east-
ern Gaza City. Every day, the line 
is moved, erasing evidence of the 
genocide as the destruction contin-
ues. Israeli forces have demolished 
large parts of the built-up area in 
Gaza: homes, mosques, hospitals, 
and universities. Families have been 
displaced by artillery fire and the 
advance of the occupation forces. 

Those who were later allowed to 
return found themselves in trenches 
where their homes had stood, as the 
Israeli army advanced the yellow 
border markings to expand its areas 
of control.

The de facto annexation is 
proceeding in a pattern familiar 

from the occupied West Bank. As 
the Israeli offensive continues, Pal-
estinians are forced to leave their 
homes and become displaced. The 
homes and civilian infrastructure 
left behind are destroyed, making 
it impossible to return. At the same 
time, the Israeli regime is taking 
“security” measures designed 
to prevent the displaced from 
returning. These actions have been 
repeated over and over in Palestine 
for decades, and each time the dis-
placement has become permanent.

While the ceasefire required the 
Israeli army to partially withdraw, 
in practice the opposite is happen-
ing. Because Israel’s territorial 
expansion is proceeding through 
temporary security arrangements 
rather than formal annexation and 
is accompanied by media silence, 
the international community sees it 
as a technical violation of the cease-
fire rather than a historic process of 
plundering Palestinian land.

HISTORY TEACHES: 
THE TEMPORARY 

BECOMES 
PERMANENT

Since 1948, the political 
arrangements that accompanied 
the ceasefires have served the Israeli 
policy of expansion. The Green Line, 

established in 1949 following the 
Nakba, was intended to serve as a 
military separation line.

But Israel’s de facto border was 
reversed. This left it with a much 
larger territory than was allocated 
to it in the UN partition plan. The 
1993 Oslo Accords defined Pales-
tinian self-rule as a step on the path 
to sovereignty, but allowed Israel 
to continue to take control of the 
West Bank and expand settlements 
– from 110,000 settlers in 1993 to 
over 700,000 today.

The disengagement from Gaza 
in 2005, which was presented as 
a withdrawal, also allowed Israel 
to strengthen its control over the 
borders, airspace, sea and access 
to Gaza, and even establish the 
separation between the Strip and 
the West Bank. In reality, these 
arrangements obscured the reality 
of Israeli expansion. They marked a 
rhetorical de-escalation, while mili-
tary aggression and territorial take-
over continued. The Israeli regime 
uses impermanence as a strategy, 
exploiting tentative arrangements 
to impose permanent rule.

Israel has already experimented 
with formal annexation. In 1981, 
Israel annexed the Golan Heights – 
a move that the UN defined as “null 
and void.” But despite condemna-
tion from the Security Council, the 
latter took no enforcement action 

against Israel. Something similar 
happened with regard to East Jeru-
salem, whose annexation was also 
defined as “null and void,” while 
Israeli expansion continues despite 
international condemnation.

In contrast, the de facto annex-
ation of Area C in the West Bank 
is proceeding without formal 
announcement, through settlement 
expansion, road construction, and 
the issuance of administrative 
orders. The lesson Israel learned 
from the Golan Heights and Jeru-
salem is that formal annexation 
exposes the violation of interna-
tional law, while creeping annex-
ation normalises territorial change 
without a decisive moment of con-
frontation with the international 
community.

The Israeli regime therefore 
prefers temporary border markings 
to formal borders. This arrange-
ment allows it to continue to take 
control of new territories while 
maintaining the illusion that control 
is temporary. The Yellow Line is 
part of the system: it obscures the 
reality of annexation, but destroys 
the lives of Palestinians whose 
homes, lands, and livelihoods are 
caught up in the expanding sphere 
of control.
Zo Haderekh  

Nakba at 78: Israel uses  
the ‘temporary’ Yellow Line  
to annex more land in Gaza
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