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US increases political
and military pressure
on Cuba

Graham Holton

The US Justice Department has
indicted 94-year old Ral Castro, for-
mer President of Cuba on charges of
murder. The indictment has escalated
tensions between Cuba and the US.
The pretext for the charges is that the
94-year-old is accused of ordering the
shooting down of a ‘Brothers to the
Rescue’ aircraft in 1996. Four people
died when the aircraft was shot down.
The organisation — founded by former
CIA operative José Basulto in 1991 —
is accused by the Cuban government
of involvement in terrorist acts.

SYMBOLIC

The indictment, on the face of it ridicu-
lous, is highly symbolic and of major political
significance, with Trump saying “it looks like
I'll be the one” to intervene in Cuba. That
it took the US government thirty years to
indict Castro shows the motive is political.
The Cuban government has responded to the
provocation with messages of resistance and
mass rallies in support of the Revolution,
bound by the rallying cry “Radl es Raal”.

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel
said the charges represented a “political
manoeuvre, devoid of any legal foundation.”
He added on social media, “the US is lying
and manipulating the events around the
crash of the planes from the narco-terrorist
organisation Brothers to the Rescue in 1996.”
The charge could have been laid any time in
the last 30 years. Charging Raul Castro with
questionable murder charges now is part
of the US campaign to force political and
economic capitulation through “maximum
pressure.” It is an attack on the legitimacy
of Cuba’s revolutionary leadership and an
attempt to destabilise the state.

Action against the US blockade on Cuba at the Elizabeth Quay Bridge on the Swan River in Boorloo/Perth, 2023.

Within hours of the indictment, the US
military deployed the Nimitz Carrier Strike
Group one of the most powerful naval assets
in the world, close to Cuba. US Southern
Command described the deployment as
demonstrating “readiness and presence.”
The expeditionary force is simulating drone
warfare exercises, layered missile defence,
electronic warfare, and amphibious landings.
Military analysts note that the surveillance
is targeting and mapping air defences, to
assess Cuba’s responses to potential strikes.
According to the BBC, the US military have

deliberately left their flight transponders
on during these surveillance operations to
ensure its flights are visible on plane-tracking
websites, as part of the psychological war
being played.

BIG PICTURE

US security officials and think tanks
frame Cuba as part of wider geopolitical
competition through Chinese intelligence
facilities, Russian intelligence cooperation,
and military coordination near US territory.
They argue that Cuba is therefore a strategic

threat being only 145 kilometres from the US.
That’s very close, but the prospect of the US
being threatened by a peaceful island with
10 million inhabitants is laughable.

Cuba has to take the matter seriously.
President Diaz-Canel addressed the threat
of military action, stating that Cuba has “the
absolute and legitimate right to defend itself
against a military assault.” Such an assault
would “cause a bloodbath with incalculable
consequences.”

Continued on page 2

The Trump administration uses
provocation, alleged terrorism, or national
security threatls as reasons to attack
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Shouting at captives

The scene: a room full of prisoners. The prisoners
were illegally abducted in international waters. The
prisoners have been zip-tied, hands behind their backs,
and forced to kneel. A big man is shouting abuse at
them and filming it for his supporters.

The man is Itamar Ben-Gvir. He’s Israel’s minister
of national security. He’s also the leader of a far-right
Israeli political party. ‘Far-right’ in this context means
a party dedicated to racism and Israel’s expansion.

It’s horrible that he publicly humiliated the pris-
oners. There has been international condemnation,
including from Israel itself where Even Israeli Prime
minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that the episode
was “not in line with Israel’s values.” Apparently those
values include killing thousands of civilians, and using
starvation as a weapon, but not posting bragging videos
with captives as a backdrop. Ben-Gvir is still a cabinet
minister, so maybe he’s not very out of line with Israel's
values after all.

It’s significant that this incident that has bought the
most condemnation from Australia’s government. The
Israeli ambassador to Australia has had a talking to, and
Foreign Minister Penny Wong has used social media
to call the action “shocking and unacceptable.” That’s
something that hasn’t happened at any other stage of
the Israeli genocide. The Israeli military has killed at
least 75,000 people in a barbaric act of collective pun-
ishment since 7 October 2023. They’re still attacking
Gaza, and Israeli settlers are killing Palestinians on the
West Bank. The Albanese government hasn’t troubled
the Israeli ambassador about any of that.

It’s also significant that speaking sternly and calling
in the ambassador is all the Albanese government has
done. They haven’t expelled the Israeli ambassador.
Israeli military company Elbit systems made the drone
that killed Australian aid worker Zomi Frankcom. Their
drones have killed a lot of other people too. It was
clear that Elbit had a role in Frankcom’s execution,
but Defence went ahead with a new contract worth
$10 million. Elbit already has a $900 million contract
with the Australian government.

Compare Australia’s reaction to that of other govern-
ments. Spain has told it like it is; the flotilla prisoners
are being “held illegally.” With Brazil, Spain has con-
demned the abduction of their citizens in international
waters. Ireland has spoken out about Israel’s plan to
expand the war. Other countries stayed out of the Euro-
vision song contest rather than share it with a nation
committing genocide. In Cuba, the President marches
at the front of pro-Palestine demonstrations, and the
country welcomes Palestinian students.

The extremely feeble reaction of the Australian gov-
ernment and the fact that their strongest reaction so
far only happened in response to the high media profile
of mistreatment of the Sumud Flotilla activists is an
indictment of the Albanese Labor government. After
75,000 deaths and counting in an ongoing genocide,
murder of an Australian citizen and torture of others,
we could ask what it’s going to take for Labor to really
do something.

Many conclude that what needs to happen is for
people to push the Albanese government harder.
Demonstrations and action probably helped push Labor
to recognise Palestine, which is a good thing as far as
it goes. No amount of demonstrations will change the
fundamentals, which are that Australia has a system
that reliably delivers us governments that serve capital.
One way or another, those governments work for the
corporations and people who control the economy.

Because of the system we have, we have a gov-
ernment that is subservient to the United States, the
ultimate servant of capital.

That won’t really change by asking that system to
improve. We need a real democracy, one that serves
and is run by working people.

Changing the system is what the Communist Party
of Australia is working for. If you support us, consider
joining the Party or donating to the Press Fund.
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US increases
political and military
pressure on Cuba

Continued from page 1

ECONOMIC
WARFARE

The US administration wants
regime change through economic
warfare. New US sanctions tighten
already extensive restrictions on
non-US companies and banks
further discouraging foreign invest-
ment, complicating international
banking, and making trade with
Cuba financially riskier. These
sanctions also include foreign bank
accounts of the Cuban government
and their families. The Cuban gov-
ernment regards US pressure as
punishment for Cuba maintain-
ing socialism. Cuban state media
argues that sanctions are intended
to create social unrest to provoke
the political collapse of the socialist
government.

The Trump administration has
sharply increased its economic
assault by expanding sanctions,
stopping fuel shipments, and
increasing financial threats against
foreign companies dealing with
Cuba. These actions are designed
to worsen food shortages, produce
long power blackouts, and increase
inflation, thereby destabilising the
state. US policy combines economic
strangulation, and support for
anti-government networks with
military intimidation. By worsen-
ing humanitarian conditions, the
Trump administration reasons,
Cuban dissatisfaction with the gov-
ernment will increase. Building on
60 years of complex and significant
existing sanctions, the new policy
has brought Cuba to its weakest
point since the 1990s. It is an act
of hideous cruelty.

The Secretary of State, Marco
Rubio, wants to isolate Cuba’s mil-
itary leadership, while supporting
opposition movements. On Cuba’s
‘Independence Day’ (a day cele-
brated amongst the reactionary
Cuban-American community, but
not in Cuba itself) Rubio went on
TV speaking Spanish. He claimed
that the US could provide US$100
million in aid, hinting that the
aid would be conditional on the

overthow of the Cuban leadership.
Rubio blamed the present crisis on
Cuba’s leadership. He also targeted
the state-owned enterprise GAESA
(Grupo de Administracion Empre-
sarial SA), which controls much of
Cuba’s tourism, ports, finance, and
retail sectors.

MIAMI

Rubio’s tough stance on Havana
appeals to reactionary voters in
Miami, and strengthens Republican
support in South Florida. Cuban
Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez
called Rubio “the mouthpiece of
corrupt and vengeful interests.”

Until recently the US strategy
has focused on sanctions, diplo-
macy, economic strangulation, and
political pressure. With the arrival
of the task force near Cuba, some
analysts think an attack is immi-
nent. Under the US Constitution, a
president cannot formally ‘declare
war’ without prior agreement of
Congress, but Trump can use mili-
tary legal and political mechanisms
to get around any such limitations..

The increased reconnaissance
flights, naval deployments, and
Caribbean exercises are interpreted
in Havana as coercive psycholog-
ical pressure, and preparation
for contingency scenarios. State
media commentators invoke the
historical precedents of the Bay
of Pigs Invasion, Operation Mon-
goose, and the Cuban Missile Crisis.
Meanwhile Cuba is communicating
through intermediaries, including
the Vatican, and has released more
“political prisoners.”

Analysts from defence intelli-
gence firm Janes said that since
February 2026 there has been
an “increase in US intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance
sorties.” On 5 May Trump threat-
ened to deploy the USS Abraham
Lincoln off the coast of Cuba upon
the resolution of the conflict with
Iran. The Trump administration
insists the US is not preparing for
an imminent invasion.

PRETEXTS

The Trump administration can
use provocation, alleged terrorism,

military incidents, claims of foreign
interference, or perceived national
security threats as reasons to attack
Cuba without prior congressional
approval. As a pretext for hostility,
they are using the indictment of the
former president for murder. The
US also claims that Cuba has 300
Russian and Iranian drones that
can be used to attack US facilities
in Guantanamo or even Florida.

If Trump uses the War Powers
Resolution he needs to notify
Congress within forty-eight hours
of start of hostilities. Sustaining
another large-scale war would be
politically and legally difficult. In
the lead-up to the mid-term elec-
tions Trump desperately needs a
military victory after the fiasco of
the Iran War.

It’s likely Trump sees Cuba as
an easy victory. If so, he is wrong.
Canal-Diaz has said, “Cuba reaf-
firms its commitment to peace and
its firm determination to exercise
the inalienable right to self-de-
fence,” recognised by the Charter
of the United Nations. The Cuban
government is a government of
the people.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia firmly supports the Revolu-
tionary Government of Cuba, the
Cuban Revolution and its leader-
ship. Let Cuba live! &

Mongoose?

Operation Mongoose

was a campaign of
terrorism and covert
operations against Cuba
with the aim of toppling
the Cuban government.

It was authorised by

US President John F
Kennedy and lasted for
three years. The operation
included some of the CIA’'s
attempts to assassinate
Fidel Castro, and included
sabotage, propaganda,
and “economic denial.”

nation’s success”

Quote of the Week

“It will crush the ‘reward for hard work’ spirit that underpins our

Amnesia-stricken opposition leader Angus Taylor, objecting to a minor change to
Capital Gains Tax. He’s forgotten how marginal tax rates work and knows nothing
about his party’s eternal support for the “reward for already having a lot of money”
spirit that underpins the success of the wealthiest Australians.
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Photo: Presidencia de El Salvador —
wikimedia.org (CCO 1.0)

We stand in solidarity

with Raul Castro

The US indictment of Raul
Castro on 20 May is yet another
desperate attempt to attack the
heart of the Cuban Revolution.
Based on false pretences, like
those made against Nicolas
Maduro before the terror attack
on Venezuela, without evidence
or legal precedent.

US sponsored terrorism on Cuba
is well-documented. The Cuban
government put it this way in a recent
release: “Cuba’s response to the
violation of its airspace constituted
an act of legitimate self-defence,
protected by the Charter of the United
Nations, the 1944 Chicago Convention
on International Civil Aviation, and
the principles of air sovereignty and
proportionality.”

Any attempts to undermine Cuban
territorial sovereignty will be met with

just, proportional force in defence of
the Homeland.

The Communist Party of Australia
(CPA) roundly condemns this
provocation and acts of terror against
Cuban sovereignty and the peoples
and nations of Latin America. We
express our unwavering, firm support
for the Cuban Revolution and its
leader, Army General Raul Castro
Ruz.

Rail Castro is 94 years old and one
of the great living combatants of the
Cuban Revolution. Many of Raul’s
compatriots were martyred and did
not see the living embodiment of the
Revolution and its glorious history
over six decades. Rail has lived a full
life in devotion to his people and the
socialist project.

The Cuban people and all combatants,
the popular masses and the solidarity

groups across the world including in
Australia, will form a chain of steel
around Raul Castro. Any attempt to
harm him will draw the wrath of the
progressive people of the world, sick
of US lies, manipulation, and terror.

Long live Army General Raul Castro
Ruz, leader of the Cuban Revolution.

Long live the defence of the Homeland
and sovereign, Socialist Cuba.

Let Cuba live!

International Department
Central Committee
Communist Party of Australia

21st May 2026

UN raises ‘grave concerns’ about
Indigenous children

The Australian Human Rights
Commission’s Commissioners
for First Peoples’ rights, chil-
dren and racism are calling
on all Australian govern-
ments to address racism in
Australia’s criminal justice
system, following a United
Nations urgent warning about
the treatment of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
children.

The UN Committee on the Elim-
ination of Racial Discrimination
expressed ‘grave concerns’ about
the overrepresentation of Indige-
nous children in the criminal justice
system and the use of harsh adult
penalties on children as young as
10 years old.

The Committee identified
racial profiling and over-policing
as factors leading to higher incar-
ceration rates. They noted that
Indigenous children in Australia
make up around 65% of those in
detention despite being only 6.5%
of the child population. Most of
these children have not even been
convicted of a crime and are being
held on remand. It also raised
grave concerns about the harsh

conditions First Nations children
face in detention including ‘solitary
confinement for prolonged dura-
tion, ill-treatment and the use of
spit-hoods’.

The Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Social Justice Com-
missioner, Katie Kiss; National
Children’s Commissioner, Deb
Tsorbaris and Race Discrimination
Commissioner, Giridharan Sivar-
aman call on:

« all Australian governments
to urgently respond to the
Committee’s recommendations
and implement the recommen-
dations of the ‘Help Way
Earlier’ report
all Australian governments
to endorse the National Anti-
Racism Framework and
implement the recommen-
dations for the Justice sector.
The Commission’s Human
Rights Assessment 2026 identi-
fied urgent actions the Australian
government could take now to
better protect children in the jus-
tice system:
« raise the age of criminal
responsibility to 14 years in all
jurisdictions

« set national standards for
treatment in child justice and
detention

« legislate that children only be
detained as a last resort

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander and Social Justice Com-
missioner, Katie Kissa said that
the findings “reinforce our long-
standing calls to address racism in
our policing and justice systems.
Governments must invest in pre-
vention to stop First Peoples from
entering the justice system in the
first place.”

“Right now, our governments
are allowing children as young
as 10 years old — especially First
Nations children — to be subjected
to cruel and inhumane treatment
in detention. These approaches are
condemning First Nations children
to a lifetime of abuse, deprivation
and disadvantage. It also does noth-
ing to ‘close the gap’ and reduce
the rate of Indigenous children in
detention by at least 30% by 2031.”

“Governments across Australia
need to fix the systems driving
inequality so First Nations chil-
dren get a good start in life, and
enjoy better health, education, and

Anangu school children from the Fregon community relax before
performing their welcoming dance for visiting students.
Photo: Swee Oon — flickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)

economic opportunities so they
have pathways to brighter — not
imprisoned — futures.”

Race Discrimination Commis-
sioner, Giridharan Sivaraman called
the statement “a wake-up call for
Australia. The overrepresentation
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children in detention is a

result of racial discrimination that
is baked into our policing and jus-
tice systems,” adding that reform
of the justice system is a critical
area of the National Anti-Racism
Framework.

The National Anti-Racism
Framework has yet to be endorsed
by any level of government. &
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Flag of convenience
ship found paying
less than half of
standard pay

The International Transport
Workers’ Federation Aus-
tralian Inspectorate (ITF)
has revealed that Vietnam-
ese and Indian seafarers on
board the MSV ATN GLORY
are being grossly underpaid,
in Australian waters.

The ITF have received reports
of these underpayments following
arefusal from An Thanh Transport
Company to engage in a dialogue
with the ITF to cover their vessel,
as the company claims they already
have a “Company Agreement.”

Yet, the wages revealed to the
ITF show that these seafarers are
being paid less than half of the
International Labour Organisation
Minimum Wage Interpretation,
which indicates the lowest accept-
able wage payments for Seafarers
Internationally.

ITF Assistant National Coordi-
nator Matt Purcell called attention
to the wage dumping of the An
Thanh Transport Company while
operating in Australian waters:

“This company is competing
on the Australian coast against
our domestic Australian fleet and
responsible International Ship
Owners who take the care to cover
their crews with ITF-recognised
and approved crew agreements.
It is disgusting that this company
is sailing and competing on the
Australian coast and cannot even
pay their crew the minimum ILO
standard.”

“We also contend that Indian
crew are being bullied and harassed
on board. While we were discussing

the conditions on board the vessel
with Indian crew members, the
ship’s officers arrived and ushered
them away so that they could not
reveal the full extent of what must
be an ordeal on board,” Purcell
added.

Every year, ITF Inspectors
recover huge amounts of wages
owed to exploited seafarers. In 2025
alone, they recovered more than
AUD $6.3 million, $4.4 million of
which was for vessels not covered
by an ITF collective agreement for
the seafarers.

Purcell said, “The chartering of
these vessels needs more scrutiny
before landing on the Australian

Coast. This is an outrageous attempt
to undermine the reputation of
Australian shipping.”

After much deliberation, the
company reluctantly committed
to signing an agreement with the
Maritime Union of Australia to
cover their hard-working crew with
an appropriate and internationally
recognised agreement.

The ITF vowed to monitor the
vessel at its next port in Australia,
Geraldton, Western Australia. The
ITF also thanked the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority AMSA
for their assistance with the crew’s
welfare.

Maritime Union Australia &

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

Guardian

A few thoughts on where the money for the funding of
Medicare, education, and other services to the people could
come from.

» Address tax avoidance schemes such as negative gear-
ing, capital gains tax concessions, export of profits
offshore to tax havens, and end the massive tax conces-
sions for the rich rorting the superannuation system.

* Increase company tax rate to at least 40 cents in the
dollar.

* Impose a genuine super profits tax, not just for mining
companies, but the big banks, insurance companies,
investment houses and other corporations.

* Phase out government funding of private schools, univer-
sities and colleges.

* Cancel AUKUS, slash Australia’s bloated military budget
to bring it into line with what is required for Australia’s
defence (as against offensive capacity) and humanitari-
an, regional and domestic responsibilities (eg tsunamis,
floods, earthquakes).

» Phase out the private health insurance rebate which is
nothing more than a subsidy to an otherwise unsustaina-
ble private hospital system.

» Oblige industry and retail superannuation funds to invest
a minimum of five per cent of their investments in public
infrastructure.

* Income and low interest loans to government from the
public bank.

» End government subsidies to fossil fuel polluters.

PARASITE(S) OF THE WEEK: the billionaire cry-poor
corporates following the federal budget, wanting more — and
more again — profits. Where are these profits to come from?

Marx knew that profits come from squeezing more out of
workers. He wrote of workers selling their labour power
(capacity to work) as one person sells a commaodity to
another. The purchaser of this labour power is the employer.
“And the consumption of the commaodity belongs not to the
seller who parts with it, but to the buyer, who acquires it. To
you, therefore, belongs the use of my daily labour-power.
But by means of the price that you pay for it each day, |
must be able to reproduce it daily, and to sell it again.”

That is certainly how the capitalist sees it. The worker’s
capacity to work belongs to the employer. The more work
the employer can extract in a day and the lower the price
paid (wages) the bigger the profits (what Marx called
surplus value — the value of the labour over and above what
was paid for).

Marx continues: “We see then, that, apart from extremely
elastic bounds, the nature of the exchange of commodities
imposes no limit to the working-day, no limit to surplus-la-
bour. The capitalist maintains his rights as a purchaser
when he tries to make the working-day as long as possible,
and to make, whenever possible, two working-days out of
one.

“On the other hand, the peculiar nature of the commodity
sold implies a limit to its consumption by the purchaser, and
the labourer maintains his right as seller when he wishes to
reduce the working day to one of definite normal duration.

“Between equal rights force decides. Hence it is that in the
history of capitalist production, the determination of what is
a working-day, presents itself as the result of a struggle, a
struggle between collective capital, ie the class of capital-
ists, and collective labour, ie the working-class.

“The working-day is thus not a constant, but a variable
quantity. One of its parts, certainly, is determined by the
working-time required for the reproduction of the labour —
the power of the labourer himself.”
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International court confirms
right to strike

The International Court of Justice
has handed down a legal opinion
confirming that workers’ right to
strike is protected by the Inter-
national Labour Organisation’s
Convention 87 (Freedom of Asso-
ciation and Protection of the Right
to Organise Convention).

Employer organisations, led by the
International Organisation of Employers
(IOE), had argued that there is no such
right in international law. This includes
the Australian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ACCI) which is a member
of the IOE and International Labour
Organisation (ILO).

The International Labour Organisa-
tion is the UN body comprised of gov-
ernments, trade unions and employers
that sets and oversees international
labour standards. Despite the court
having recognised the international
right to strike in its jurisprudence since
1952, employers refused to accept these
rulings in 2012 leading to a deadlock in
the organisation.

The ruling gives a huge boost to
workers all over the world. The right to
strike is strongly linked to better wages
and safer workplaces the world over.

It has also helped to reduce economic
inequality and strengthen and promote
democracy.

The Court’s legal opinion marks
an important moment for the ILO and
upholds the rules-based multilateral
approach to setting international labour
standards, including the right to strike.

ACTU President, Michele O’'Neil said
that the ruling confirms that the right
to strike is protected by international
law. She said, “this will give workers
a stronger voice to bargain for better
wages, safer workplaces, and fairer and
more democratic societies.

“Australian Unions welcome and
respect this ruling and look forward to
working within the ILO to ensure the
effective exercise and protection of the
right to strike.

“This ruling is important both for
Australian workers and workers in
countries with restrictive strike regimes
or where courts have rejected workers’
general right to strike.

The right to strike is an essential
part of workers being able to organise
and win safer and fairer workplaces in
Australia and across the world.”

ACTU &

Artwork: Rini Templeton

Digital health workers in NSW
commence industrial action

Arthur Martin

White collar workplaces
dealing with digital technol-
ogy, including Information,
Communication and Technol-
ogy (ICT) and office workers,
are not generally known for
trade union activity. But given
the recent growth of these
industries in Australia and
the poor conditions that can
often accompany them, it is
perhaps inevitable that this
would begin to change.

On 22 May, members of the
Health Services Union (HSU)
employed under the Single Digital
Patient Record Implementation
Authority (SDPRIA) as part of
eHealth NSW, the digital health
arm of NSW Health, voted over-
whelmingly to stop work for an
hour on 25 May with regards to
urgent psychosocial risks. This
action, voted up with over 98%

of members in attendance, was a
reflection of deteriorating condi-
tions in the workplace.

Many alarming issues were
raised at the work stoppage,
including the health impacts of
stress and overwork. Members
described seeking medical treat-
ment for poor mental health, with
one member having recently suf-
fered a stress-related stroke, as well
as suffering from poor treatment
by senior leadership teams and
regularly taking on stressful and
unsustainable workloads. The
wellbeing of workers rolling out
the Single Digital Patient Record
(SDPR) program has been an
ongoing issue, with alarms being
raised by workers for months in
the lead-up to this action.

In addition to the impacts on
staff, workers raised that they were
deeply concerned about the poten-
tial impact on patients, as execu-
tives have routinely failed to listen

to risks that could cause adverse
health outcomes for patients. The
complaints ultimately fell on deaf
ears, pushing workers to unionise
and escalate their actions.

Tremendous amounts of unpaid
overtime have become the standard
in SDPRIA, with an unreliable ros-
tering system and members being
coerced into shiftwork; members
described having raised alarm
bells for several months that there
were flaws in the planned rollout
of SDPR, which lacked appro-
priate staffing levels, adequate
training, and a plan for ongoing
management.

Comments from the executives
have often reduced complaints
about issues with communication
and pleas for workers to simply
come to the office more often for
“visibility” reasons. There have
been claims that there are no
existing workload issues — unbe-
lievable, coming during a time

where SDPRIA was calling out for
secondments and volunteers from
other areas in eHealth NSW and
elsewhere in NSW Health.

Turnover has also been
extremely high, with many teams
lacking workers who have been
there longer than a few months,
a significant problem when roll-
ing out technology that can take
months to learn.

The decision to take action did
not come easily. The lack of union
history of the workforce as well as
their sense of connection to the
social outcomes of their work, in
this case being the electronic med-
ical records (eMRs) and databases
that support the delivery of health-
care in the NSW public sector, made
many workers reluctant to join the
union and escalate their actions.
That this decision was made is a
testament to how much conditions
have worsened.

At the work stoppage, members

endorsed ongoing “work to rule”
action for an indefinite period of
time, regardless of the timelines
of the SDPR program. This comes
on the back of notification of a
number of concessions made to the
HSU, including urgent reviews of
the working conditions in SDPRIA
by an independent body and the
establishment of a safety committee
comprised of staff at eHealth NSW.

These concessions coming so
quickly following a show of action
from the members demonstrated in
real-time the importance of being
organised in a union, following
months of fruitless attempts at
raising issues as individuals. The
union is growing rapidly in the ICT
space in NSW Health, and is per-
haps a sign that these traditionally
non-union spaces may slowly be
starting to change. @

Nurses and Midwives’ union
win on safe staffing levels

After more than a decade of cam-
paigning by the NSW Nurses and
Midwives’ Association (NSWNMA),
staffing ratios will finally be introduced
across medical, surgical, and specialty
wards including neurology, respira-
tory and oncology, in the next stage
of the nurse-to-patient ratios rollout.

Public hospital wards will see minimum
staffing levels of one nurse to four patients
during the day, and one to seven overnight
as part of the agreed Safe Staffing Levels
(SSL) policy.

NSWNMA General Secretary, Michael
Whaites, said nurses were looking forward
to having appropriate safe staffing on their
wards.

“Our members are excited to hear the

ratios rollout is ready for its next tranche,
with staff and patients in general medical
and surgical inpatient wards to benefit from
safer conditions,” said Whaites.

“Many wards across the state are over-
stretched because of long-standing staffing
shortfalls and increasing presentations,
so the implementation of these ratios will
ensure nurses can provide improved care
to their patients.

“This new staffing requirement will
ensure that as the patient numbers increase,
so too will the nursing numbers. This helps
us provide the care that is needed, and that
the public deserves. We note the govern-
ment’s commitment that these ratios will be
transparent, accountable, and enforceable.

“This is off the back of almost 80

emergency departments in NSW which have
begun recruiting for nurse-to-patient ratios,
with 31 complete since the rollout began
two years ago.

“General wards are part of the third
instalment of this important reform, with
planning underway for the rollout of ratios
across seven dedicated postnatal wards,
which will improve maternity care for women
and babies.”

The SSL rollout was a key election com-
mitment by the NSW government, with a
promise to recruit 2,480 full-time equiva-
lent (FTE) nurses and midwives by the end
of the term.

NSWNMA Assistant General Secretary,
Katrina Bough, said the union had been
working with the state government on the

implementation of the workforce initiative
through the SSL Taskforce since May 2023.

“Our members are extremely pleased to
see this critical piece of healthcare reform
taking shape,” said Bough.

“We know shift by shift ratios will provide
well overdue workload relief and will help
to rebuild the workforce, leading to higher
retention levels.

“It will also ensure our public hospi-
tals are safer for NSW patients so they can
receive the best possible care at their most
trying time.

“We look forward to continuing to work
with the government through the Taskforce
to ensure this important election commit-
ment is fulfilled.”

NSWNMA &
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FOI backflip in the face of defeat

Grata Fund, Whistleblower
Justice Fund, Human
Rights Law Centre, Alliance
for Journalists’ Freedom,
Australia Institute.

On 5 May this year the Labor
government tossed its own
controversial Freedom of
Information Amendment Bill
2025 from the parliament.
The discharge motion was
an attempt by Labor to avoid
political embarrassment as
Independents, Liberals, and
Greens united in the Senate,
planning to defeat the bill
next week.

The draft legislation has faced
near-universal opposition from
Australia’s leading anti-corruption,
media freedom, and human rights
experts since it was introduced last
year. The vast majority of submis-
sions to a committee inquiry into
the Bill condemned the reforms.

Australian integrity experts
warned the draft laws would lead
to greater government secrecy and
less accountability, calling for the
Bill to be withdrawn and a com-
prehensive, independent and open
review of FOI laws be established.

The government’s Bill would
significantly restrict the ability of
the community, journalists, and
advocates to scrutinise the activities
of ministers and agencies, including
by making refusals of FOIs easier,
delays longer, and imposing costs
that would hinder government
transparency and accountability.

Rex Patrick, Founder of Whis-
tleblower Justice Fund said, “This
is a victory for civil society, which
has worked collectively to ensure
this bill — which would have dra-
matically eroded transparency in

Australia — did not become law.
The FOI Amendment Bill is dead.
Long live transparency.

“Now is the time for real reform
— through an independent process.
If Labor cares about transparency,
now is the time to prove it. We are
keen to assist in this process.”

Kieran Pender, Associate Legal
Director at the Human Rights Law
Centre said, “People have a right
to know what governments are
doing. Freedom of information is
vital to a healthy, transparent, and
accountable democracy. Whether
it’s an individual seeking infor-
mation about how their personal
matter was determined by a gov-
ernment body, a journalist seeking
documents to write a public interest
story, or a civil society organisation
looking to hold the government to
account — freedom of information
requests underpin the public’s right
to know.”

“This Bill would have under-
mined the public’s right to access
government information, weakened
the FOI system, and in turn weak-
ened our democracy. We welcome
the Albanese government’s decision
to remove it from the Senate. It’s
time for the government to fix the
system, starting with an independ-
ent, comprehensive review of the
FOI Act.”

Prof Peter Greste, Executive
Director of the Alliance for Jour-
nalists’ Freedom said, “Freedom
of Information is fundamental to
the work of journalists to inves-
tigate and hold governments to
account. For too long, Australia’s
dysfunctional and overburdened
FOI system has hindered rather
than helped the situation. The need
for reform is both widely recognised
and long overdue, but the Albanese

government’s proposed changes
were cosmetic at best, and coun-
terproductive to the transparency
that Labor says it is committed to.

“The Senate’s vote to reject
the Bill is good news because it
now gives us a chance to set up an
independent inquiry, and draft a
bill that helps journalists get crit-
ical information, and to keep the
public informed.”

Madeleine Burkitt, Senior
Campaigner at Grata Fund says,
“While this is a brilliant outcome
for all of us who value democracy,
it’s troubling that this bill was
ever introduced by the Albanese
government.

“This bill would have increased
government secrecy, decreased
accountability, and disempowered
voters, many of whom elected a
Labor government off the back of
an integrity agenda.

“The federal government could
not cite a single good reason for
these reforms that stood up to scru-
tiny. We can only assume that this
government wants to operate in the
dark, with reduced accountability
from the public.

“The Labor Party should use
this moment to take stock of its
position on democracy, particularly
within a context of widespread
political disillusionment. It must
commit to working with experts and
civil society to actually strengthen
FOI, beginning with an independent
review of the FOI Act.”

Bill Browne, Director of the
Australia Institute’s Democracy &
Accountability Program said, “The
Albanese government’s attempt
to restrict freedom of information
rights has been firmly rejected by
the Senate, a credit to Opposition,
Green and independent senators.

“An open and transparent
government is the best antidote
to democratic backsliding and the
loss of trust in government and
politicians.

“There is a good case for FOI
law reform, but let’s be clear: no law
is stopping Labor from ending the
culture of secrecy and improving
public access to documents they
are entitled to.”

Jonathan Hall Spence, Prin-
cipal Solicitor at the Justice and
Equity Centre said, “Australia’s FOI
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system is broken and the govern-
ment’s proposal would have made
it even harder for our clients to get
justice. The bill’s failure is a win
for transparency and accounta-
bility. But even with this win, we’ll
keep pushing for much-needed
improvements to the FOI regime.
Too often we encounter a culture of
secrecy, with excessive redactions
and unreasonable delays. The Aus-
tralian government must now listen
to the community and work with
us to undertake real reform.” &

Money in, jobs out for CSIRO

FJ

CSIRO has won an extra $387.4 mil-
lion in funding, as part of a federal
budget measure to support the organ-
isation’s financial sustainability, but
questions remain over job security
and executive accountability at Aus-
tralia’s premier science agency.

The additional funding builds on the
$233 million announced last December as
part of the Mid Year Economic and Fiscal
Outlook (MYEFO) and both measures rep-
resent new spending on top of the approxi-
mately $1 billion appropriation that CSIRO
receives annually.

It sounds as though the Labor

government is looking after our venerable
science and research organisation, the people
who bought us polymer banknotes, wifi,
and Aeroguard. However, reports suggest
that this latest funding lifeline won’t save
even one of the 350 CSIRO research roles
currently targeted for cuts.

Questions remain around job security,
Executive accountability and transparency
around the deployment of the additional
funding have featured when senior leaders
fronted CSIRO staff at a webinar. Despite
the good news over funding, CSIRO’s aver-
age staffing level is predicted to fall by 200,
going from 5,300 to 5,100. That’s a bit less
than the organisation had before a boost
during COVID.

CSIRO Staff Association Secretary Susan
Tonks said that what’s required from the
organisation’s executive is “a strong com-
mitment to future employment security
at CSIRO. Staff need a real guarantee that
future job cuts are off the table until the end
of the decade, at least.”

Tonks added that there needs to be
increased transparency and accountability
for CSIRO Executive when it comes to the
administration and deployment of the extra
$620 million in funding.

Chief Executive Doug Hilton has been
upbeat about the funding, calling it “a real
turning point.”

Finance Minister Katy Gallagher said
it would be “disappointing” if CSIRO had

more redundancies after the extra cash
infusion. Science Minister Tim Ayres said
the government was “focussed on science.”
Ayres also spoke of giving CSIRO confidence
for the future.

Since the organisation shows no sign of
not going ahead with cuts to research roles,
it looks as though Gallagher is doomed to
disappointment, while staff have good rea-
sons to not share Ayres’ optimism.

(for more on the budget priorities, see page 8
this issue) @
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Optometrists at some of Aus-
tralia’s largest eye care chains
are being threatened with
formal warnings for missing
sales targets and required to
seek permission before using
the bathroom, a new Health
Services Union (HSU) report
reveals.

The report documents a
broader pattern: registered health
professionals are being managed
like retail staff, pushed to meet
sales KPIs, cut consultation times,
and prioritise revenue over patient
care.

The findings, published in an

Myopic profit grab

HSU discussion paper, draw on
the most comprehensive workforce
survey of employed optometrists in
Australia to date.

The paper also draws on direct
accounts from optometrists work-
ing inside Specsavers, OPSM,
Bupa Optical, and other major
chains, which together employ up
to three-quarters of Australia’s
practising optometrists.

Median initial consultation
times have fallen to 30 minutes,
down from 45 minutes recorded
in comparable national data from
2006.

Three-quarters of optometrists
are dissatisfied with their income,
and fewer than one in four feel they

have adequate career options or
professional growth.

HSU National Senior Assistant
Secretary Kate Marshall said the
findings reflected a profession fun-
damentally reshaped by corporate
ownership.

“Optometrists have always been
health professionals,” she said.
“What’s changed is that corporate
employers are running their busi-
nesses as though they are not.

“The pressure to meet sales
targets, cut consult times, and
subordinate clinical judgement to
commercial metrics is widespread
and getting worse.”

The paper details specific con-
duct across the major chains.

“At Specsavers, our members
have been threatened with written
warnings for missing KPI targets.
One member was told she needed
to notify management before using
the bathroom,” Marshall said.

“At OPSM, store managers have
been booking follow-up appoint-
ments without patient consent
just to fill the diary. And at Bupa
Optical, optometrists were issued a
blanket directive last year to move
all patients to 12-month recall inter-
vals, regardless of clinical need.

“These are health profession-
als detecting glaucoma, diabetic
retinopathy, macular degenera-
tion — sometimes the first to catch
a tumour or an impending stroke.

“When you compress their
time and penalise them for order-
ing extra tests, patients could be
at risk.”

Through the Fair Work Com-
mission the HSU will seek to clar-
ify that optometrists are covered
as health professionals under the
Health Professionals and Support
Services Award.

Employers like Specsavers
wrongly advise optometrists that
they fall under the Retail Award.
Optometrists are health profes-
sionals providing a critical health
service to our communities — not
simply selling glasses. &
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Climate change: UN
landmark resolution

MB

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
last week voted with overwhelming support
to adopt a landmark resolution led by Vanu-
atu and 12 other countries which will advance
implementation of the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) Advisory Opinion on climate
change and state responsibility.

The resolution passed with 141 votes in favour, 8
against and 28 abstentions. Australia voted in favour
of the resolution but stopped short of co-sponsoring,
welcoming the landmark ICJ advisory opinion and its
constructive role in advancing global climate action.

The outcome formally reaffirms the Court’s findings
and calls on governments to align their policies with
their legal obligations to limit global warming to 1.5°C
— including by delivering deep, rapid and sustained
emissions cuts, regulating fossil fuel companies, and
protecting the right to a healthy environment. The
resolution also requests the UN Secretary-General
submit a report in 2027 on how to advance compliance
with all obligations in relation to the Court’s findings
— ensuring that pressure and scrutiny on governments
will be sustained to deliver their legal obligations.

Shiva Gounden, Head of Greenpeace Australia
Pacific said, “The world has followed the Pacific’s
lead. Vanuatu and Pacific nations have once again
shaped the global climate agenda, turning the voices
of frontline communities into international action.

“While it is positive that Australia voted in favour
of the resolution, Australia should have gone much
further to stand with its Pacific family by co-sponsoring
the resolution. This would have been a more genuine
show of support for Pacific leadership as Australia
prepares to preside over COP31 negotiations, where
it has promised to centre Pacific needs and priorities.

“Governments can no longer ignore their legal
responsibilities while backing the expansion of the
fossil fuel industry. Pacific communities have fought
for this moment because we are already living with the
consequences of the climate crisis, and we will continue
fighting until there is a fast, fair and funded phase-
out of fossil fuels. This outcome is for the realisation
of human rights of current and future generations to
experience a life of dignity and to stand proudly on
the righteous legacies of the past.”

In July 2025, the ICJ issued an advisory opinion
outlining that states have legal obligations under
international law to take urgent, equitable action to
protect the climate system, including through emissions
reduction, international cooperation, holding corporate
polluters to account, and preventing climate harm.

The UNGA resolution is expected to strengthen
the political and legal weight of the Advisory Opin-
ion across international negotiations, national pol-
icymaking, and climate litigation, while increasing
pressure on governments to align their actions with
their obligation to limit global warming to 1.5°C. &
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Giant Tortoises
to the rescue!

Graham Holton

The release of giant tortoises (Chelonoidis niger) back onto
Ecuador’'s Galapagos Islands has been a great success, restor-
ing the landscape back to what it was before early 19th century
human settlement. The tortoises of each island are identified by
the unique shapes of their carapaces (shells on their back). The
Iniciativa Galapagos (Giant Tortoise Restoration Initiative) is led
by Galapagos Conservancy and the Galapagos National Park
Directorate (GNPD). The program builds upon a half-century of
tortoise research and conservation carried out by the Charles
Darwin Research Station, the GNPD, and numerous visiting sci-
entists and volunteers.

The long-term goal is to restore tortoise populations across
Galapagos islands and thereby restore their original vegetational
coverage. The program has four main components: research
and conservation on tortoises, vegetation, breeding and rearing
tortoises of threatened species; repopulating islands where tor-
toises were extinct; and to research and manage tortoise-human
interactions.

The Fausto Llerena Tortoise Centre on Santa Cruz Island was
started in 1965 to save the tortoise population on Pinzén Island,
which had a tortoise population of less than 200 old adults and
no juveniles. The population was on the brink of extinction. On
Espanola Island, the fourteen surviving tortoises (two males and
twelve females) became part of the breeding program. A third
Espanola male was returned to the Galapagos from the San
Diego Zoo in 1976.

The first tortoises repatriated onto Espaniola Island reached
sexual maturity and began nesting in the early 1990s. The popu-
lation since has been increasing naturally on the island. In 2015,
the juvenile Espafola tortoises born in captivity were released to
begin the island’s ecological restoration.

More than 7,000 juvenile tortoises were returned to their original
islands of Espafiola, Isabela, Pinzén, San Cristébal, Santa Cruz,
and Santiago. By 2016 a census of San Cristébal’s tortoise
population showed a population of 6,700 tortoises, with many
juveniles and ‘subadults’ (less than twenty-five years old).

Driven to extinction by the mid-1800s, the Floreana giant tor-
toise had not been seen on the island for generations. In 2017
a breeding program began to restore tortoises to the Island.
The tortoises return signalled a major turning point for Floreana
and the beginning of a new phase of rewilding under the Flore-
ana Ecological Restoration Project. This was one of the most
ambitious ecosystem recovery initiatives ever undertaken in the
archipelago. In February 2026, 158 juvenile giant tortoises were
released into their ancestral habitat, marking a historic milestone
for ecological restoration in Galapagos, and for the Floreana
community.

The community had been deeply involved in achieving this
milestone, from participating in planning workshops to support-
ing biosecurity measures and long-term ecological monitoring.
Community engagement contributed to notable conservation
successes, such as the sighting of the Galapagos Rail. Locally
known as the Pachay, this rare bird has not been recorded on
the island since Charles Darwin’s visit in 1835.

Lorena Sanchez, Director of the Galapagos National Park said:
“After several years of sustained, science-based work — requir-
ing rigorous studies and patience to implement on an inhabited
island — the return of the giant tortoises reflects a long-term res-
toration vision focused on progressively restoring the ecological
functionality of Floreana’s ecosystems.”

The reintroduction of more than 1,500 Giant Tortoises to the
Galapagos began by tearing down and eating shrubs, spreading
their seeds, and restarting the destroyed ecological processes
of the islands. The success of the Ecuadorian program serves
as a great testament to the importance of conservation and

the resilience of nature if properly respected. It also shows the
importance of involving communities in ecological projects.
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C Bartholomew

One slogan plastered all over
the 2026-27 budget is “resil-
ience and reform.” This is,
of course, in response to
the fuel crisis created by the
war on Iran enthusiastically
supported by the Albanese
government and the Coa-
lition. The phrase “energy
sovereignty” is another budget
talking point. Anyone who
reads through the budget
might then be surprised to
see relatively little talk about
what should be the fundamen-
tal element of any resilient
energy reform: renewables.

$10 billion will be spent to add
only 10 day’s fuel storage. According
to the Energy Futures Foundation, a
cheaper $3 billion investment over
5 years could deploy 30-50,000
electric trucks, saving up to 1
billion litres of diesel annually.
Instead, Australian taxpayers
continue to fund much of the fuel
used by mining corporations and
other big fuel consumers through
the fuel tax credit scheme, which
incentivises them to continue to
use diesel-guzzling vehicles and
machinery rather than investing
in decarbonisation. Minor support
for personal EVs and the ongoing
electrification of Australia Post are
insufficient.

Funding for the Department of
Climate Change, Clean Energy, the
Environment, and Water has been
gutted by more than half. Funding
for the management of World Her-
itage-listed ecosystems has also
been slashed, risking environmental
damage, loss of research opportu-
nities, and disrepair of tracks and
infrastructure used by the public.
The Decommissioning Directorate
has been maintained, but measures
to force mining companies to pay
for clean-up and rehabilitation

Resilient? Not very
Reform? Think again

are still grossly inadequate. A $2.5
billion increase to disaster relief is
expected. That’s welcome, but there
is no plan or meaningful investment
in addressing or adapting to the
increased frequency and intensity
of natural disasters driven by cli-
mate change.

One talking point that is being
repeated ad nauseam by the Coa-
lition, One Nation, and corporate
media is increased investment in
domestic oil refining. This is possi-
bly the worst conceivable plan for
addressing the fuel crisis. Aside
from the fact that about 90% of
Australia’s conventional oil sources
have already been used up, oil refin-
eries and oil fields can each take
over a decade to set up. Domestic
oil production using unconventional
sources would likely take longer
due to the specialised processes
required.

The oil refineries Australia does
have are heavily dependent on for-
eign oil. Since Australia’s remaining
commercially viable reserves would
not supply national demand for
even a full year, any new refineries
would also be reliant on foreign oil.
This means Australia would still
be paying for foreign oil, but now
we’d also be paying even more to
refine it into fuel ourselves. Add in
the massive costs of constructing
wells and refineries, and this plan
would do nothing but line corporate
pockets while making costs even
worse for ordinary Australians.

Most notably, Labor has refused
to impose appropriate taxes onto
gas exports. As the Climate council
summarised, “more than $19 bil-
lion in annual fossil fuel subsidies
and foregone gas tax revenue” has
been maintained, while opportuni-
ties for clean energy development
that protects Australians from
disruptions to the global fossil
fuel industry have been ignored.
Australia already produces five
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times more gas and ten times
more coal than we use, but this
has done nothing to shield us from
power bill hikes caused by global
market disruptions. Meanwhile,
renewables and electrification are
already contributing to Australian
energy security and helping many
Australians avoid fuel and energy
price spikes.

The fossil fuel industry has
an explicit strategy of hiring from
within the public service (former
ministers, staffers, bureaucrats)
to acquire contacts and influence.
This builds the infamous ‘revolving
door’ of politics, where politicians
do their best to please the lobbyists
for kickbacks and the promise of a
cushy fossil fuel industry job. Add
on interventions by the Japanese
and US governments in Australia’s

climate and resources policies and
it is no wonder Labor takes so long
to take a step forward: they are
still dragging the entire fossil fuel
industry behind them.

Labor’s policy is still an over-
all improvement from that of the
previous Coalition governments.
Investment in renewables and
domestic production of solar and
battery tech has increased under
Labor, even with this budget’s cuts.

However, the government’s
obsession with propping up the
fossil fuel industry, now under the
slogan of ‘resilience and reform,’
undermines its own renewables
policy. Rather than fully com-
mitting to a renewable transition
while supporting workers in fossil
fuel-dependent industries, or even
fully funding health, education,

and cost-of-living relief, Labor, the
Coalition, and One Nation would
rather continue spending money
to keep us tied at the hip to foreign
companies.

Renewables have proven to be
cheaper and more reliable than
fossil fuels. Most importantly,
investment in renewables is not
burnt up. The products of renewa-
bles investment don’t literally dis-
appear in a puff of smoke. Even if
coal, oil, and gas managed to deliver
on their promises of security and
affordability, they would still only
be a temporary solution. The gov-
ernment will never actually deliver
‘resilience’ and ‘energy sovereignty’
until the fossil fuel furphy finally
ends. @&

Al is coming for your job,
and the budget is paying

Andrew Harrison

The latest federal budget has a clear
message for Australian workers:
your labour is disposable, but tech
billionaires are essential. While the
Treasurer found nothing for Job-
Seeker, Youth Allowance, or the
pension, he scraped together millions
to hand to the industry designed to
make you redundant.

Here is what our tax dollars are building:
$70 million in AT Accelerator/grants for pri-
vate research. Over $500 million to put arti-
ficial intelligence in charge of environmental
approvals, automating the rubber-stamp for
mining and property developers. Handshake
deals with US giants Anthropic and Micro-
soft to push AI “adoption across the econ-
omy.” There’s also $1.5 billion for research
institutions, funnelling public science into
private profit.

They call it “productivity.” We should call
it what it is, a machine for eliminating jobs.

When the government and the tech lobby
talk about “unlocking productivity” with
Al, they are not promising shorter hours
or easier days. Under capitalism, produc-
tivity means one thing: more surplus value
squeezed from fewer workers. When Al is
deployed to “accelerate” project approvals or

“modernise” building codes, it is not helping
the public. It is removing the human friction
that once slowed down capital’s appetite for
extraction and development.

The industry blueprint is explicit. Al
means workers “automate tasks” and move
to “higher-value activities.” Translation: one
worker will now do the labour of three, super-
vised by algorithms, while the profits flow to
shareholders. If you are made redundant in
the process, the budget offers no retraining,
no income security, and no protection. You
are abandoned to an economy of stagnant
wages and insecure employment, while the
tech firms that replaced you pocket public
grants.

BUILT BY BILLIONAIRES

It is worth remembering who invented
this technology. AI was not developed in
a public workshop to solve human needs.
It was built in Silicon Valley by tech elites
and the venture capital class specifically
to cut labour costs and centralise wealth.
These are the same people who fantasise
about replacing nurses, drivers, teachers,
and clerks with software. Their business
model is simple: eliminate wages, harvest
data, and concentrate power. The budget’s
partnership with Anthropic and Microsoft
is not a national strategy. It is a surrender of

public infrastructure to US tech monopolies
that see Australian workers as an expense
to be automated away.

HUMAN COST

The budget finds $70 million for AI
business coaching and over half a billion
to speed up environmental approvals with
algorithms. It finds $53 billion for military
spending. It finds zero dollars to protect the
millions of Australians who will be displaced.

The Good Things Foundation already
reports that one in five Australians are digi-
tally excluded, with the highest rates among
low-income households, single parents, older
workers, people with disability, and First
Nations communities.

The budget’s Al agenda will deepen this
chasm. Those without digital literacy will be
locked out of ‘Al augmented’ workplaces.
Those forced into them will face deskilling
and algorithmic management. Meanwhile,
the NDIS is being cut by $37 billion. The
reckoning is brutal. Investment in automa-
tion, divestment from people.

FIGHTING BACK

This is not going unchallenged. Around
the world, students and workers are draw-
ing a line. In the United States, graduation
ceremonies have turned into sites of protest.

Students have booed and walked out on
commencement speakers who preach Al as
the “next industrial revolution,” refusing to
applaud their own obsolescence.

Here in Australia, the resistance is already
taking shape. The Media, Entertainment and
Arts Alliance is running a national Stop Al
Theft campaign after survey data showed
more than 80 per cent of creative workers
fear Al-related job losses. The union has
called out News Corporation for forcing
journalists to train on Al tools designed to
replace human subeditors, while perform-
ers and writers watch their work scraped
without consent to train machines that will
replace them.

The Finance Sector Union has also taken
the Commonwealth Bank to the Fair Work
Commission after the bank tried to axe 45
customer service roles, blaming a new Al
“voice-bot.” Call volumes actually spiked
after the bot was introduced, proving the
cuts were never about efficiency. @
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Cuba’s trillion-dollar potential

Graham Holton

Years of brutal sanctions have limited
Cuba’s exploitation of its huge min-
eral resource wealth. Potentially it has
one of the greatest concentrations of
undeveloped natural resources in the
Caribbean and Latin America worth
more than US$1itrillion.

The value of its mineral and petroleum
resources is estimated at more than US$650
billion. Its agricultural output potential is
worth more than US$33 billion annually.
Cuba’s proximity to the United States is
especially important for economic and
shipping costs. Cuba would be a great prize
if the Trump government were to take over
and privatise the country’s natural resources
and state-owned enterprises.

US sanctions, financial restrictions and
political risk perceptions have created major
barriers for foreign investment in Cuba. The
country badly needs money to replace its

aging infrastructure, lack of modern mining
equipment, and end its energy shortages.
Meanwhile Cuba remains a country with
‘high geological potential but low develop-
ment intensity.’

Eastern Cuba has 5.5 million tonnes of
nickel-cobalt reserves worth US$130 bil-
lion, ranking it amongst the world’s major
producers. Cuba also has under-explored
rare earth deposits, containing Neodymium,
Lanthanum, Cerium, and Praseodymium,
which are used in the manufacture of wind
turbines, electric motors, missile guidance
systems, and advanced electronics. These
mineral deposits are worth at least US$30
billion. Cuba already possesses large iron,
copper, chromium, manganese, and gold
deposits which remain underdeveloped due
to limited investment and infrastructure.

While Cuba already produces some
onshore and shallow-water oil and gas, it
has untapped offshore petroleum reserves
in the North Cuba Basin, the Gulf of Mexico,

where the US Geological Survey has identi-
fied significant potential oil and gas depos-
its worth more than US$420 billion. The
under-explored offshore blocks are in deep
water requiring special technology to pro-
duce. US sanctions, and the lack of drilling
technology and finances, have severely limited
their development. If sanctions were eased,
and major oil reserves were proven, Cuba
could become a major Caribbean petroleum
producer.

Cuba’s agricultural potential is enormous
with its fertile tropical soils and abundant
rainfall. It has potential in sugar, tobacco,
coffee, tropical fruits, rice, livestock and
biotechnology-linked agriculture. Econo-
mists argue Cuba could become a major
organic agriculture exporter, and a Carib-
bean food-processing hub. The agricultural
potential is worth more than US$33 billion
annually.

Its maritime and strategic geographic
position is already capitalised by the Mariel

Special Development Zone. Cuba has great
potential in marine logistics, port develop-
ment and shipping, as an energy transit,
and for submarine cable networks. Old
Havana and Varadero are globally recognised
tourism assets. Cuba also possesses other
major tourism spots, such as its beaches,
coral reefs, biodiversity, music and cultural
industries, preserved colonial cities, and its
medical tourism.

Other nations are reluctant to make
investments of hundreds of millions of dollars
in a country targeted by US sanctions. With
the proper investments and the removal of
sanctions, Cuba could become the Carib-
bean’s jewel in the crown. Mining, oil and
gas production, and increased agricultural
output would create full employment and
a booming economy. What Cuba does not
need, but has far too much of], is bullying by
the great power to its north. &

Cuba’s Independence Day
celebrates José Marti

Graham Holton

The United States became involved

The Cuban government sees inde-
pendence from Spain on 20 May
1902 as an important historical
milestone, introducing Cuba’s
‘neo-colonial republic’ period
(1902-1959), a pathway to genuine
independence in 1959. It marks the
transition from Spanish colonialism
to US domination — an unfinished
stage of national liberation.

The struggle for independence from
Spain was championed by José Marti,
who returned from exile to lead the fight
against Spanish oppression and advocate
for freedom and justice.

Not well known outside Latin Amer-
ica, Marti occupies a place in Cuban
history comparable to Sun-Yat Sen in
China. Jose Marti was a nationalist poet
and philosopher, a prolific writer whose
material is still widely read. He died at
the age of 42, fighting for Cuban inde-
pendence. Statues of Marti can be seen
all over the island.

Marti is the ideological father of the
Revolution, with the 1959 revolution
being the completion of Marti’s unfinished
anti-imperialist fight. In one continuous
historical struggle Marti links the inde-
pendence wars to the Castro Revolution.

Fidel Castro argued that the US
intervention in 1898 prevented Cuban
revolutionaries from fully liberating
the island. It was replaced with limited
national sovereignty, strong economic
dependence on the United States, political
corruption, and elite domination.

in the independence conflict in February
1898 after the explosion of the USS Maine
in Havana Harbour. US media falsely
blamed the explosion on Cuban sabotage,
triggering the Spanish-American War.
Spain and the United States signed a peace
treaty ending the War on 10 December
1898. The Treaty ceded Puerto Rico and
Guam to the United States, and allowed
the US to purchase the Philippines from
Spain for US$20 million.

After US military rule, Cuba gained
formal ‘independence’ in 1902, but the
Platt Amendment of 1901 defined US-Cu-
ban relations, limiting Cuba’s sovereignty,
and allowing US intervention in Cuban
affairs. The Amendment forbade the
government of Cuba from going into an
international agreement to permit foreign
powers, other than the US, to use the
island for military purposes. The Amend-
ment required Cuba to lease Guantanamo
Bay for perpetuity to the United States
for a coaling station and naval base. True
independence was only achieved with the
Cuban Revolution in 1959.

Another important date is 26 July,
the anniversary of the 1953 attack on
the Moncada Barracks. This commem-
orates the beginning of the revolutionary
movement led by Fidel Castro against
the government of President Fulgencio
Batista. Also important is the 1 January,
which marks the triumph of the Cuban
Revolution in 1959. The 1868 independ-
ence war is remembered on 10 October,

and 28 January is the birthday of José
Marti. &

José Marti Memorial, Havana, Cuba. Photo: Sam Kelly — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

Raul Castro at 95

Graham Holton

On 3 June 2026 Rail Castro will turn
95 years of age; a birthday politically
and symbolically tied to the Cuban Rev-
olution. As Cuba discourages any overt
‘cult of personality,’ the celebrations
are framed to honour the Revolution.

This year is especially tough as the Cuban
people face great hardship and suffering due
to the United States’ increased sanctions — a
violation of international laws.

Rail Castro is seen as one of the central
architects of the Cuban Revolution, a revo-
lutionary commander alongside his brother
Fidel, a defender of Cuban sovereignty, and
an important symbol of resistance against
US imperialism and hegemony.

Messages of congratulations come
from the Communist Party of Cuba and
state institutions, with tributes in Granma
and Cuban television. Ceremonies are
linked to revolutionary history, the armed
forces, and anti-imperialist themes. Cul-
tural events feature revolutionary music,
poetry, and speeches praising the conti-
nuity of the Revolution. Youth and labour
organisations present flowers, books, and
symbolic gifts.

Ratl Castro receives support from com-
munist and left-wing parties around the
world, especially those that view the Cuban
Revolution as a symbol of anti-imperialism,
socialism, and resistance to US imperialism.
Rail is seen as the organisational and mil-
itary strategist who introduced economic

reforms and maintained the Cuban state
after the Soviet collapse.

In Latin America the Communist Party of
Cuba is supported by the Communist parties
of Chile, Brazil, and Venezuela, as well as the
Sandinista National Liberation Front and the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front.
They praise Cuba’s healthcare, education,
and resistance to US sanctions.

In Europe support comes from the com-
munist parties of Greece, Portugal, France,
and Spain. The Communist Party of Germany,
Die Linke and other European left-wing par-
ties also support Cuba. In Asia the Communist
parties of China, and Vietnam, the Workers’
Party of Korea, and the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) strongly support Cuba. In
Africa, liberation-era parties with socialist

roots maintain friendly relations with Cuba
because of its involvement in their anti-co-
lonial struggles. These include the African
National Congress, South African Communist
Party, the MPLA and SWAPO.

Of course, the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia is a strong supporter of Castro and the
Cuban revolution.

Castro’s birthday is notable this year
because Cuba is facing an absurd US indict-
ment against him over the 1996 shooting
down of two civilian planes, belonging to the
Cuban exile group Brothers to the Rescue.
Cuba maintains that the aircraft were vio-
lating Cuban airspace. The indictment of the
94-year-old is politically motivated and aims
to increase political pressure on Cuba. &
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Most people who know of Francesca
Albanese will know about her situa-
tion rather than her views or writing.
A high-achieving human rights law-
yer, Albanese works as a UN Special
Rapporteur on Palestine. In that role,
she has been outspoken and precise.
There’s no shortage of people who
describe, accurately, what Israel is
doing to Palestinian people as a gen-
ocide, but Albanese can give clear
legal reasons why the description is
the right one, and can quote reliable
authorities on the subject. What’s
more, she does it for free — UN Rap-
porteurs are not paid.

Unsurprisingly, Albanese has been vilified
as an antisemite and terrorism supporter,
which she isn’t. There have been strenuous
and sometimes successful efforts to prevent
her addressing public forums in Germany
and elsewhere. Most notoriously, Albanese
has been the subject of US sanctions, leaving
her unable to use bank accounts or travel.
Fortunately a US judge has stopped the sanc-
tions, pointing out that Albanese just gives her

Book Review:

While the world sleeps

Stories, words and wounds of Palestine
by Francesca Albanese

opinion and doesn’t harm anyone, and saying
“please” in exasperation when confronted
with some of the Trump administration’s
more preposterous charges (see Guardian
#2191, 25 May 2026 for full report).

Albanese is a powerful public speaker
who doesn’t waste a word. It has been a
delight to hear her brush off the evasions
of Australian journalists who are used to
describing Israel-Palestine using the ‘both
sides’ approach. They squirmed at the use
of the word ‘genocide,” but Albanese would
have none of it.

In this book she explains why the term
‘conflict’ is misleading, implying that there
are two equal sides and that the Palestinians
had a choice. “Conflict,” she writes,” requires
two vaguely comparable sides. Israel and Pal-
estine are not comparable antagonists: one
is the occupier and the other the occupied.”

With all this in mind, the reader is primed
to want While the world sleeps to be brilliant
from end to end. It isn’t. It’s a book well
worth reading, but there’s a fair bit of flab.

What makes this book worth getting
into is that it presents intimate and caring
portraits of the lives of individual Palestin-
ians Albanese has met through her work

living in Jerusalem and visiting other parts
of Palestine in person and electronically.
We meet Mohammed, who she first meets
eating mulberries from a tree outside her
house. We meet Kassim, a lawyer she works
with, who helps her explain the definition of
genocide as it applies to what Israel is doing
in Palestine.

Albanese tells of the plight of Malak a
Gazan artist who struggled to produce her
art and to move out of Palestine to present
it to the world.

We also meet a lot of Palestinian chil-
dren in a heartrending section in which
every vignette ends with the words “this is
childhood in Palestine.” These are children
who see family members killed or impris-
oned on a regular basis, children who can
be imprisoned for years on the say-so of
Israeli magistrates. As Albanese says, “a
legal system that treats an entire people as
a collective threat can have no legitimacy.”

The parents’ plight reminds Albanese of
the Roberto Benigni movie Life is Beautiful
in which the hero uses his imagination to
keep children happy in a concentration camp.

So what’s not to like? Well, there’s a lot
of Albanese herself in it, unavoidably so.
She’s justly proud of her phenomenal work
ethic and successful legal career, but there
are times when the reader would like more
of the people whose stories she’s telling and
less Albanese being successful enjoying life
in Jerusalem. It’s not the whole story, but
there’s a bit of smugness here.

Guardian

There’s a certain banality in her use of
quotations and material. The introduction
tells us breathlessly that Orwell’s “war is
peace, freedom is slavery, ignorance is force”
line has “never been more topical and per-
tinent” than in the debate about Israel and
Palestine. There is certainly a massive amount
of hypocrisy, bad faith and doublethink in
relation to Palestine, but doublethink existed
a long time before Orwell did.

She also cites the blockbuster movie
Avatar as a perfect illustration of the Pales-
tinian situation, which seems to be stretching
it a lot. Besides Avatar was an awful piece
of sugary oversimplification when it came
to oppression.

There’s a fair amount of what we could
call woolly liberalism in Albanese’s over-
view of the situation. She misunderstands
the ‘butterfly effect’ to suggest that if we all
take action big things will happen. The actual
‘butterfly effect’ is more complex than that
and draws a different moral, but we see what
she’s getting at. It’s a nice idea and this review
is certainly not suggesting that individuals
shouldn’t take action, but the hand-waving
stuff is annoying.

Overall the book is worth reading for
bringing the situation of actual Palestinian
people to life and for the clear-eyed and
detailed understanding of the exactly how
what Israel is doing to Palestine and its
people is illegal and genocidal.

Seven out of ten red stars. &
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Last November, government
officials representing Leso-
tho, a mountainous enclave
in eastern South Africa, sat
down in the capital Maseru
for three hours of negotiations
with Trump administration
counterparts.

Earlier that year, the US sud-
denly cancelled funding for health-
care programs in the country as
part of billions of dollars in cuts
to international aid. For Lesotho,
a nation of 2.4-million people with
the world’s second-highest HIV rate
and the fourth-highest tuberculosis
rate, the loss of support threatened
thousands of lives.

To unlock future funding, the
US wanted something back. While
previous US assistance came with
few strings attached — and never
included commercial terms — docu-
ments seen by Bloomberg detailed
the conditions the Trump admin-
istration expected. Those included
“preferential consideration” of US
partnerships, technologies, equip-
ment and supplies, a demand that
US regulatory approvals for drugs
be recognised by Lesotho, and tax
exemptions for companies carrying
out work paid for by the US. It also
asked for 25-year access to Leso-
tho’s medical data, though that was
later reduced to five years.

Lesotho’s officials were given
just weeks to sign the deal — terms
that Mokhothu Makhalanyane, a
member of the ruling Revolution
for Prosperity party, characterised
as a form of extortion. “The US
just locked the ministers in a room
somewhere and threatened them
with the deadline.”

A month later, the US Embassy
in Lesotho issued a press release
stating that the acting US Charge
d’Affaires and Lesotho’s finance
minister had signed an agreement.
The US would give the country
$232-million in health aid over

Secretive deals,
aggressive demands are
new US foreign aid tactics

five years so long as Lesotho also
provided $132-million of its own
money. That represented a signif-
icant curtailment. In 2024 alone,
Lesotho received about $150-mil-
lion in health assistance from US
government agencies.

The biggest shock to parlia-
mentarians was how the process
was handled. There had been no
debate about the memorandum of
understanding (MOU) beforehand,
nor was it published by either gov-
ernment after it was signed. As the
document still hasn’t been made
public, it remains unclear who
will oversee its implementation,
whether it will affect existing inter-
national agreements or if it violates
privacy laws. It’s also not clear
whether the deal was constitutional,
as it never received parliamentary
approval ahead of time.

More than a year after the
United States Agency for Inter-
national Development was dis-
mantled, the situation offers a
rare window into how the Trump
administration is leveraging for-
eign aid to advance its geopolitical
agenda, and how smaller countries
are responding.

Nearby nations have also
reported unprecedented demands
in exchange for US assistance.
Eswatini agreed to accept third-
party nationals deported from the
US, while Zimbabwe and Zambia
have said that the US made health
care aid contingent on access to
minerals. (Both countries rejected
the offer). According to the US State
Department, 32 nations have signed
the agreements.

“This MOU is designed to rein-
force Lesotho’s sovereignty and
accelerate its path to self-reliance
in the fight against HIV/AIDS,” the
State Department said.

Until the memorandums were
introduced, US foreign health
aid agreements were mostly
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A family in Lesotho. Photo: Cjmadson — wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

characterised by transparency and
accountability, said Brian Honer-
mann, deputy director of policy
at amfAR, a US-based nonprofit
dedicated to ending the HIV/AIDS
epidemic. Under the new US guide-
lines, the bulk of information in the
agreements — and details about
partner countries’ progress — will
remain confidential. “It creates a
situation where both parties with
access to the data have an interest
in making sure the MOUs look like
they’re doing really well — without
the ability for external oversight,”
said Honermann.

Over the course of its five-year
deal with Lesotho, the US will pro-
gressively reduce its health funding

as the African country’s contribu-
tions increase. If Lesotho fails to
meet its financial obligations, the
US can reduce or cancel funding
entirely. This puts Lesotho in a deli-
cate position: it’s already struggling
with a decline in exports, and the
additional money it has agreed to
spend is roughly the equivalent of
a year of its health budget.

Ntlamelle, the NGO coordina-
tor, believes budget cuts will be
needed to pay for the agreement.

“If it’s not provided for in the
budget, then there’s going to be
$30-million to $40-million a year
that’ll have to be found,” she said.
“This is not an allocation that we
can afford as a country.”

Concern is also brewing among
Lesotho’s nonprofit organisations
that the politics of the current US
administration could impact who
receives access to medical care.
Previous US funding in the region
focused strongly on vulnerable
groups such as sex workers, unmar-
ried mothers and members of the
LGBTQ+ community, who often
face prejudice at state-run facili-
ties. Those groups go unmentioned
in the signed memorandum, and
according to an analysis of similar

agreements conducted by the non-
profits, family planning initiatives
have largely been eliminated.

While Lesotho has made strides
in recent years to advance rights for
marginalised communities, about
40% of the country’s health care
is administered by the Christian
Health Association of Lesotho,
which does not “provide services
that conflict with church doctrine.”
Under the new funding terms, Tam-
pose Mothopeng, executive director
of the LGBTQ+ rights association
People’s Matrix, worries that these
groups may have an even harder
time accessing health care.

“So now the MOU and its execu-
tive orders are pushing Lesotho into
a corner where we have to abandon
our values, our constitution and our
national regulations. They want to
shift the world to where they want
the world to be,” Mothopeng said.

Makhalanyane, the politician, is
also sceptical that the deal will do
much to advance Lesotho’s health
objectives.

“This is eroding and frustrating
government systems, not build-
ing them,” he said. “It’s straight
bullying.”
polity.org.za (edited for space) @

USA: Communist Party mobilises
to defend trans people

The past few months have
been a frightening and deadly
time for the transgender
community in the US. The
Communist Party USA has
joined the transgender com-
munity in mourning the
lives of Eryka Caldwell, Juni-
per Blessing, Kelsey Elem,
Davonta Curtis, and Shyyell
Diamond Sanchez-McCray,
all murdered in the past two
months.

This violence against the trans-
gender community, and Black trans
women in particular, must be called
what it is: fascist terror.

Individuals alone did not kill
these women. These murders are
the product of a fascist anti-trans
campaign, which the Lemkin
Institute for Genocide Prevention
has warned “is squarely within the
early to middle stages of a genocidal
process against trans people, the
goal of which is to completely erase

transgender people not only from
public life but also from existence in
the US and globally.” These killings
are the planned and intended result
of a campaign of eradication and
oppression sponsored by the most
reactionary elements of monopoly
capital.

Acts of individual violence
against trans women are shaped by
and sanctioned through the legal
and ideological warfare waged upon
the transgender community by the

fascist Trump administration and
its billionaire backers. They are
part and parcel of MAGA fascism’s
widespread attacks on women,
Black communities, and working
people, serving as a key compo-
nent of the fascist right’s strategy
to consolidate power.

The party has pointed out that
the campaign had some bipartisan
support, with eight house democrats
voting in support of the “Don’t Say
Trans” bill which restricts educators

from acknowledging the existence
of trans people.

The Communist Party USA
has resolutely condemned this
“murderous campaign of trans-
phobic bigotry,” denouncing it as
a genocidal campaign against the
most vulnerable members of the
USA’s working class. CPUSA has
called for action in unions and
mass organisations to defend the
transgender community.

CPUSA &



12 1 June 2026

Guardian

South Korea: 50,000 Samsung

Bedulo Nongjang

The Samsung Electronics’ Union has
demanded that the company abolish a
cap on bonuses. Bonuses are capped at
50 per cent of annual salary. The union
wants the company to instead allocate 15
per cent of the company’s annual oper-
ating profit to bonuses.

Smaller companies such as SK Hynix, a Sam-
sung rival, pays their workers higher bonuses.

Samsung Electronics has defended its pay
scheme.

In a media statement, it said the union had
made “unacceptable demands” which included
the size of bonuses for loss-making units.

The two sides held talks mediated by the gov-
ernment but were unable to reach a consensus.

Union leader Choi Seung-ho said the union
had accepted a final proposal presented by a
government mediator, but the 18-day strike
would go ahead as management had not come
around on one remaining sticking point, Reu-
ters reported.

“I would like to apologise to the public for
not being able to produce a good result despite
making as many concessions as possible,” he said.

“We will not cease our efforts to reach a deal
even during the strike.”

Samsung Electronics said that “accepting
the labour union’s excessive demands would
undermine the fundamental principles of com-
pany management.”

Worker strikes at Samsung were rare until

recently. In June 2024, it faced its first-ever
industrial action following months of negoti-
ations over pay, when some workers went on
strike for one day and held a protest in Seoul,
chanting: “Respect labour! We are not wanting
a 6.5 per cent raise or a 200 per cent bonus!”

The company had offered a 5.1 per cent pay
rise for the year, but the union was demanding
a 5.6 per cent rise, an additional day of annual
leave, as well as transparent, performance-based
bonuses.

Then, on 8 July 2024, thousands of workers
went on strike, initially for three days but even-
tually going on until 1 August, when it largely
petered out. Additional strikes have taken place
since then.

The stakes are high. Samsung is the world’s
largest producer of memory chips, useful in data
centres, phones and computers. The company’s
revenues amount to almost 12.5 per cent of South
Korean GDP. Kim Min-seok, South Korea’s Prime
Minister has said that economic damage from
the strike would be “unimaginable.”

At time of writing, a court has granted part
of an injunction Samsung sought to block the
strike. The government has emergency powers
that could delay the strike for 30 days. Before
the government could do that, however, com-
panies and unions would have to start talks
which collapsed some time ago. @&

workers to strike

Photo: rawpixel.com (CCO0)

US: Gabbard to investigate
so-called ‘biolabs’

Peter Farmer

The Trump administration’s
Director of National Intelli-
gence, Tulsi Gabbard says she
is investigating “more than
120 biological laboratories”
outside the USA.

Gabbard’s concern about the
alleged labs seems linked to con-
spiracy theories related to COVID
and the Trump administration’s
perennial need to slur the Biden
administration that came before it,
with Gabbard using the same state-
ment to attack Dr Anthony Fauci
and claiming, without evidence,

that Biden was responsible for the
alleged biolabs.

In a statement Gabbard said
that she wanted to identify “where
these labs are, what pathogens they
contain and what ‘research’ is being
conducted to end dangerous gain-
of-function research that threatens
the health and wellbeing of the
American people and the world.”
Gain-of-function is research that
genetically alters an organism in
a way that could enhance some
biological functions.

Russia has frequently claimed
that the USA had secret and dan-
gerous biolabs in Ukraine. At one

stage Russia filed a formal com-
plaint over allegations of a biolog-
ical weapons program in Ukraine
under Article VI of the Biological
Weapons Convention. The UN High
Representative for Disarmament
Affairs had previously told UN
ambassadors that the UN had seen
no evidence of biological weapon
use in Ukraine.

In 2022, China expressed regret
that Moscow’s questions had not
been fully answered. China’s UN
representatives reiterated their
opposition to bio weapons and
called for a multilateral review to
increase global biosecurity. @&

West Papua: 8 dead
in latest attack

communist.party.australia
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Peter Farmer

The West Papua National Liberation Army
(TPNPB) says that it carried out a successful
“cleansing operation” against “soldiers/police
officers” posing as illegal gold miners on 20
May. TPNPB spokesman Sebby Samborn said
the operation was an act of retaliation for the
deaths of two of its members in the remote
distract of Yahukim in the previous week.
The Indonesian military claims that the victims
were “civilians panning for gold in the area.” Since

West Papua is under Indonesian military occupation,
it’s next to impossible to verify such statements. West
Papua has been under Indonesian control since 1963.
In 1969, a referendum held under military supervision
allowed 1,000 West Papuans out of a population of
around 800,000 to vote for integration with Indonesia.

The Indonesian National Commission on Human
Rights is investigating a military operation in April this
year in which more than a dozen civilians including
women and children were killed in the Papuan village
of Kembru. &
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WFTU Presidential
Council Resolution
of solidarity with
the people of Cuba

The World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU)
Presidential Council, which met at its annual
meeting on 12 and 13 May 2026, has expressed
its full solidarity and unwavering support to
“the heroic people of Cuba, who, despite the
intensified imperialist aggression and the
criminal longstanding blockade, continue to
hold high the flag of the Revolution with dig-
nity and determination.”

The Council praised the pride and resilience of
the Cuban people.

The Council also underlined that in these critical
circumstances, solidarity with Cuba cannot be limited

to declarations, stating that the current conditions
“require the strengthening of concrete, practical, and
material expressions of internationalist solidarity.
Cuba needs, now more than ever, the active support
of the international class-oriented trade union move-
ment, the youth, the popular movement, in order to
withstand and overcome the consequences of the
imperialist blockade.

The WFTU has made an urgent appeal to affiliates
and friends worldwide for campaigns and material
assistance.

Solidarity with Cuba!

End the Blockade Now!
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OP-ED: Anthropic are not
the good guys

Peter Farmer

Is there an ethical way to do
AI? People looking for one
might prefer a company that
won’t work with the US gov-
ernment’s ‘Department of
War.’ Step forward Anthropic,
the company behind an Al ser-
vice called Claude.

QuitGPT, a campaign for people
to leave OpenAI’s ChatGPT urged
internet users to leave ChatGPT
and take up paid subscriptions
to Claude. The campaign was
spearheaded by historian Rutger
Bregman who described Claude
as “simply the good guys.” Breg-
man approvingly quoted a social
media message from self-styled US
‘Secretary of War,” Pete Hegseth
criticising Anthropic for “arro-
gance and betrayal.” Being bagged
by Hegseth is a real feather in the

cap for anyone marketing them-
selves to progressives, but it’s not
clear that Anthropic are really “the
good guys.”

For one thing, it turns out that
Anthropic is fine with working with
the Pentagon. They just wanted to
put conditions on the use of their
technology so that it wouldn’t be
involved in violence against US
citizens.

For another thing, Anthropic
did a deal with one of the most
polluting fossil-fuelled data centres
in the US. As climate researcher
Ketan Joshi writes, if you signed up
for a paid subscription to Claude,
“you can be confident that the
dark-background green-font vibe-
coded website no one besides you
is going to use is being written in
a facility that is globally notorious
for choking a black community in
Memphis.”

The data centres Anthropic has
made a deal with are not merely
polluting. The fleet of data centres
planned for ‘Colossus’ will emit so
much greenhouse gas pollution,
they will probably undo the entire
emissions saved by Tesla’s global
fleet of electric vehicles.

Colossus is owned by none other
than Elon Musk.

As Joshi points out, there’s
nothing about the concept of a
building full of computers that
means they have to cause “chok-
ing air pollution, water impacts
and climate change. The industry
is choosing to build and run data
centres that way.

The takeaway from this episode
is that having an Al industry that
doesn’t also worsen climate change
and devastate nearby communities
is going to take a lot more than
simply clicking on Claude. &
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Global Briefs

LEBANON: Israeli military forces escalated their direct
attacks against health facilities and emergency vehicles in
multiple locations across southern Lebanon. The Lebanese
Ministry of Health strongly condemned the killings of at least
122 paramedics and reiterated that attacks against medical
facilities and medical workers challenge the very foundations
of international law.

DRC: Authorities and medics are finding it difficult to con-
tain the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) as cases continue to spread. Hospitals are over-
whelmed and treatment facilities are struggling to cope with
the growing number of patients. Another problem facing the
medics is violent attacks on medical facilities by the locals.

JAPAN: The US has informed Japan that the promised
delivery of Tomahawk cruise missiles will be delayed by up
to two years. Tokyo had planned to receive 400 Tomahawk
missiles by 2028 as part of a major upgrade. The Centre for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) estimated that the
US has expended more than 1,000 Tomahawks during the
Iran war — roughly a quarter to a third of the total US inven-
tory. The production timeline for new missiles is currently 42
months.

TURKIYE: Police stormed the offices of Tiirkiye’s main
opposition Republican People’s Party (CHP), firing tear gas
and rubber bullets at a crowd of party supporters and offi-
cials gathered outside the gates. It was a violent end to a
standoff between members of CHP and its new court-ap-
pointed leadership. The top court earlier nullified the election
of Ozgur Ozel as party chairperson and members of the par-
ty’s executive board.

FRANCE: France has banned Israel’s National Security Min-
ister ltamar Ben-Gvir from its territory. “The decision follows
his reprehensible actions towards French and European cit-
izens who were passengers on the Global Sumud Flotilla,”
the French Foreign Minister said. The images of the activ-
ists being mistreated and humiliated prompted several coun-
tries — including Italy, France, the Netherlands, Canada, and
Spain to summon Israeli ambassadors, condemning the
“‘unacceptable” treatment and violation of human dignity.

IRAN: The US military has attacked southern Iran, targeting
Iranian military sites and boats. The US Central Command
has claimed that the strikes were taken in “self-defence” in
order to “protect our troops from threats posed by Iranian
forces.” That’s Iranian forces in Iran. Captain Tim Hawkins,
speaking for Central Command described the US military as
“‘using restraint.”

RUSSIA: Russia has urged foreigners to leave the Ukrain-
ian capital and warned residents to stay away from military,
industrial and government sites. The Foreign Ministry’s warn-
ing comes after a deadly attack on a college dorm which was
“the last straw” for Russia. It will be conducting “systematic
strikes” on targets across Kiev from now on.

DPRK: The first North Korean sports team to visit the South
in eight years crowned their trip by winning the Asian Wom-
en’s soccer Champions League, beating Japan 1-0 in the
final.

INDIA: A satirical political party called “Cockroach Janta
Party” (CJP) is rapidly going viral in India. Launched in
response to chief Justice remark that “There are youngsters
like cockroaches, who don’t get any employment, or have
any place in the profession,” CJP, literally Cockroach Peo-
ple’s Party, has become a hit with Gen Z under the slogan
“voice of the lazy and unemployed.” The CJP launched on
16 May this year. As of 22 May its Instagram account had
more than 29 million followers. The party’s website was
blocked days after launching, leading the party founder to
ask why the government is so scared of cockroaches.
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US Congress members say
‘no’ to pointless cruelty

Peter Farmer

30 US Congress members have
written to US Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth, Foreign Secretary
Marco Rubio, and Homeland
Security Secretary Markwayne
Mullin urging the administration
to abandon plans for military
action against Cuba and to stop
using Guantanamo Bay as a
detention centre for migrants.

The Congress members also urged
the Trump administration to end the
blockade — which they called “coercive
economic measures.” They pointed
out that the fuel blockade and other
sanctions have caused a humanitar-
ian crisis in Cuba and driven forced
migration.

They also urged the administration
to not only stop using Guantanamo as
a dumping ground for migrants, but to
work towards closing the facility and
returning the land to the community.

The Senators objected to a recent

proposal to use the US base at Guan-
tanamo Bay as a holding camp to “deal
with those migrants” if there was a
“migration surge” from Cuba.

The Trump administration has
made a big show of being harsh on
migrants. As with Australian pol-
icies of cruelty towards migrants,
the numbers involved in Operation
Southern Guard don’t add up. The
congresspeople pointed out that the
operation cost roughly US $170,000
(about $238,000 AUD) per migrant
per year.

The congress letter shows a
knowledge of Cuba, acknowledging
that Cuba’s infant mortality rate had
been the lowest in the hemisphere
before the sanctions caused it to
nearly double.

The letter finished by saying that
the United States “must not respond
to a crisis it is creating with policies
that deepen suffering, undermine the

rule of law, and repeat the gravest

failures of its past.” &

Rally in Boorloo/Perth 17 May

Japanese netizens warn against
‘death merchant’ path

Nearly 60 per cent of respond-
ents in a Kyodo News opinion
poll opposed the Japanese
government’s decision to
lift restrictions on exports
of lethal weapons, the latest
survey showing public unease
over a major security policy
shift as many Japanese neti-
zens argued that it could push
Japan further away from its
postwar pacifist principles
and turn the country into what
some called a “nation of death
merchants.”

The poll showed that 57.2 per
cent of respondents opposed lifting
the ban on exports of lethal weap-
ons as part of the government’s
shift in security policy, while 37.1
per cent of respondents showed
support.

The report, without providing
further details, was reposted and
highlighted in headlines by many
Japanese media outlets.

On 21 April in a major policy
shift, Japan abolished restrictions
that had limited military equip-
ment transfers to five nonlethal

categories, paving the way for the
export of lethal weapons. Based on
a proposal from the ruling coalition,
the Cabinet of Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi approved the changes,
classifying defence equipment into
two categories: lethal “weapons,”
such as warships, tanks and mis-
siles, and “nonweapons,” such as
radars and protective gear, accord-
ing to the Japan Times.

The revision has sparked strong
concern and protests in Japan. For
example, an NHK opinion poll con-
ducted over three days from 8 May
found that 52 per cent of respond-
ents opposed the revision, while 35
per cent supported the move and
12 per cent said they did not know
Or gave No answer.

Many Japanese netizens also
reposted related content to express
their opposition to Japan’s lifting of
the ban. The Aichi Prefecture Peace
Committee reposted a media report
on the latest Kyodo poll and wrote
on social media that “the path to
ruin as a nation of death merchants.
It is not too late, even now. This
should be stopped. Oppose exports
of lethal weapons.”

The Japan Peace Commit-
tee wrote: “Opposition to lethal

weapons exports stands at 57.2 per
cent. In terms of the mechanism,
the export of weapons with lethal
capabilities has become possible,
but the government proceeded with
those procedures on its own accord,
and public trust in this major policy
shift was never sought.”

One netizen wrote: “Even
though 57 per cent of the public
opposes it, the government has
already decided to expand ‘exports
of weapons with lethal capabilities.’
Moreover, many citizens remain
unaware. Before we know it, Japan
is heading toward becoming ‘a
country that exports weapons.’
Is this really a policy that has the
public’s understanding?”

Another netizen asked “isn’t the
important thing to thoroughly dis-
cuss why people oppose (lifting the
export ban) and why they support
it, and to convey the ‘substance’ of
those opinions to the government?”

Netizen ‘yosukemiya’ wrote,
“Even though Prime Minister Taka-
ichi and the Defense Minister have
relentlessly promoted arms exports,
opposition remains strong. I felt a
little relieved by the public’s con-
science. That is why we must stop
arms exports.”

Other netizens criticised Prime
Minister Takaichi and Defence Min-
ister Koizumi for “brazenly creating
faits accomplis on their own, public
opinion remains unshaken, with
opposition outstripping support
by a full 20 percentage points. The
pacifism deeply rooted in society,
which recoils at the idea of using
made-in-Japan weapons to kill and
injure people in other countries,
holds firm. There is still plenty of
room to put the brakes on this.”

Some groups in Japan have
also organised protests against
arms sales and the government’s
push to revise the Constitution.
The group Opposing Arms Fairs
at Makuhari Messe (@No_bukimi-
hon1) announced a protest on 24
May, saying, “In Japan, a country
with a Peace Constitution that
proclaims everlasting peace for the
world, we want to stop promoting
the weapons business that sows
the seeds of war!”

Global Times &

Strait of Hormuz gets busier
despite US blockade

Shipping traffic through the Strait of Hor-
muz has grown significantly recently, as trade
linked to Iran increased despite continued US
restrictions on vessels calling at Iranian ports,
according to shipping journal Lloyd’s List.

At least 54 ships went through the Strait of Hormuz
between 11 May and 17, compared with only 25 the
previous week, the British shipping industry daily
reported, citing vessel-tracking data.

The Lloyd’s report said the increase came amid a
surge in Iran-related trade activity.

It also highlighted that a liquefied natural gas car-
rier owned by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
entered Gulf waters while operating with its automatic
identification system switched off.

Data from London-based maritime analytics
company Windward showed that 19 vessels passed
through the Strait of Hormuz, including nine inbound
and 10 outbound ships.

Inbound traffic mainly consisted of cargo vessels
flying the flags of countries including India and Sri
Lanka. Outbound traffic included one tanker and nine
cargo ships, five of which were flying the Iranian flag.

Iran still has a chokehold on the strait, even as
the US has continued to enforce its blockade of Ira-
nian ports.

The wild shifts in global energy markets caused
by the duelling blockades have pushed up fuel prices,
causing a worldwide cost-of-living crisis.

Moming Star &
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General assembly
backs climate crisis
ruling

A landmark United Nations General Assembly
resolution adopted on 20 May is “a powerful
affirmation” of international law, climate jus-
tice and science, according to UN chief Anténio
Guterres. The resolution calls on all mem-
ber States to take all possible steps to avoid
causing significant damage to the climate and
environment, including emissions produced
within their borders, and to follow through
on their existing climate pledges under the
Paris Agreement.

Governments are urged to cooperate in good faith
and continuously coordinate efforts to tackle climate
change globally and ensure that climate policies
safeguard the rights to life, health, and an adequate
standard of living.

In a statement released after the General Assembly
vote, Guterres declared that those least responsible
for climate change are paying the highest price, and
that the path to climate justice “runs through a rapid,
just, and equitable transition away from fossil fuels
towards renewable energy.” The motion was carried
141-8, with 28 abstentions.

The UN Secretary-General noted that renewa-
bles have proved to be the cheapest and most secure

form of energy and that the goal of keeping global
temperature rises to no more than 1.5 degrees above
pre-industrial levels is still within reach.

When the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the
UN’s principal judicial body, ruled in July 2025 that
States have an obligation to protect the environment
from greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, the decision
was hailed as a breakthrough. The UN chief described
it simply as “a victory for our planet.”

The Court also ruled that if States breach these
obligations, they are legally responsible and may be
legally required to stop the wrongful conduct, offer
guarantees that it won’t happen again, and make full
reparation, depending on the circumstances.

Although the ICJ’s advisory opinions are not bind-
ing, they carry significant legal and moral authority
— helping to clarify and develop international law by
defining States’ legal obligations.

The General Assembly adoption following up on
the ruling, sends a strong message that tackling the
climate crisis is a legal duty under international law,
and not just a political choice. “The world’s highest
court has spoken,” responded Guterres. “Today, the
General Assembly has answered.”

United Nations &

United Nations General Assembly Hall in the UN Headquarters, New York.

Photo: Basil D Soufi — wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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Innovation

It's good to innovate, and everyone likes innovation. Then
again, why make new and better products when you can just
pay less tax? Just as Australian companies call anything that
cuts into profits a ‘job killer, any time something makes accru-
ing unearned wealth harder, it’s anti-innovation.

The head of Beaten Zone Venture partners, whose mission
is to fund companies that ‘increase lethality’ (lovely) has been
given space in a national newspaper for a whinge about CGT
changes which might discourage people like him from innovat-
ing. We should be so lucky.

‘Mum and Dad’ (investors)

Yet another weasel word working to make unearned wealth
and exploitation look cuddly. It's a big job, lots of weasel words
are needed. Most people like their mum and dad. Actual mum-
and-dad investors are people who don’'t have a lot of money,
but are well-off enough to buy some shares or to use property
as a way of trying to get a little richer.

In the media, when someone frets that a new tax rule might
discourage ‘Mum and Dad investors,’ they're not anxious about
lovable suburban parents with a few shares. They’re trying
to protect people who could buy and sell a streetful of actual
working mums and dads.

Contention (back in)

A fun thing about being a commentator in Australia is that you
can just make stuff up based on your feelings and/or wish-
es and get paid for it. Do you feel as though Albanese is an
unstoppable force? Write that. Would you like it if the Liber-
al/National Coalition wasn’t an incoherent joke, but a proper
opposition that might have an exciting contest with Labor?
Write as if that’s true.

It sounds childish when we put it like this, but that's exactly
what a lot of Australia’s centrist commentators do. Waleed Aly
has said that Taylor is ‘back in contention’ and that Labor is
‘under seige.” Labor has 94 seats and Taylor is obviously des-
perate, but that won’t stop Aly treating his wishes as facts.

Conversations (begin)

We've all heard the very weaselly and passive-aggressive “let’s
at least have the conversation,” usually used to indicate that
although the speaker/writer doesn’t support something awful or
bigoted, they’'d certainly like everyone to talk about it.

Nine papers’ Michael ladato in the course of a column full of
gush about the Eurovision song contest has said that Euro-
vision is a potent ‘soft diplomacy tool’ and that the singer in
Eurovision can “begin conversations where politicians cannot.”
Australia leads many of these many of those artistic and cul-
tural conversations and that “matter enormously.” You might
be thinking that this is good, we can use our potent soft diplo-
macy to stop Israel committing genocide, but no, ladato is
talking about the sort of soft diplomacy that doesn’t actually do
anything.

Battle of ideas

This sounds exciting, but what it means for most Australian
journalists is that there are mild disagreements between Labor
and other parties over how to run a neoliberal political system
that always puts the people with the most money first. It's only
called a battle of ideas because we're used to there being no
disagreement at all.

Appropriate

If you don’t explain how or why something is ‘appropriate’ it
means there’s something you're not saying. Prime Minister
Albanese and Minister for Defence Industry Pat Conroy are
going to spend a colossal amount of money on making Austral-
ia more military. They’d make way more jobs making childcare
free, but they’re not talking about that choice. The PM calls the
choice he has made “appropriately funding defence to keep
Australians safe,” without explaining how or from what.
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Israel’s genocide continues

M Santos

“This terrifying daily routine includes
severe physical assaults, settler incur-
sions into communities and homes at
all hours, arson, expulsion of shep-
herds from pastureland and farmers
from their fields, killing and theft of
livestock, destruction of crops, theft
of equipment and personal belong-
ings, and blocking of access roads.”
So reports Israeli human rights group
B’Tselem on the insurgence of Israeli
settlers and militias in the occupied
West Bank.

As media attention has been focused
on the US-Israeli bombing of Iran and the
tensions in the Strait of Hormuz, Israel has
been escalating its genocide and displacement
of Palestinians from their homelands in the
illegally occupied West Bank.

The Palestinian Authority’s Commission
against Israel’s Apartheid Wall and Settle-
ments reports that during April alone, settlers
carried out 540 attacks against Palestinians
and their property in the West Bank, includ-
ing occupied East Jerusalem.

According to official figures, attacks by
Israeli forces and settlers in the West Bank
have killed 1,162 Palestinians, injured 12,245,
and led to nearly 23,000 arrests since Octo-
ber 2023.

The number of settlers in the West Bank
has surpassed 500,000.

The UN says around 40,000 Palestinians
have been displaced in the West Bank since
early 2025 amid intensified Israeli military
operations, demolitions, and settler violence.

The primary goal is to “drive Palestini-
ans off the land and seize as much territory
as possible.” It adds: “The violence perpe-
trated by settlers living in these outposts has
escalated sharply, reaching unprecedented
levels during the months of Israel’s assault
on Gaza.”

Farmers, herders and nomadic Bedouin
tribes continue to be driven off their lands as
armed groups of settlers and Israeli-armed
militia act with impunity, attacking, killing
and wounding them while seizing their herds,
destroying olive groves, and stealing from
and burning their homes.

The slightest resistance or opposition to
Israeli settler, Israeli-armed militia or Israeli
Defence Force brutality is met with an iron
fist and collective punishment. That’s illegal
and classed as a war crime.

Under international humanitarian law,
Israel, as the occupying power, has an obli-
gation to ensure the protection of the civilian
population in the occupied territory.

These illegal incursions are rapidly
diminishing any possibility of a state of
Palestine in line with UN resolutions for a
two-state solution.

In addition, Israel no longer hides its
expansionist and genocidal plans for annex-
ation of the West Bank and depopulation
of Palestinians there, in line with the racist

and apartheid ideology of a biblical Greater
Israel (Zionism). Israeli authorities foster
the belief that Palestinians are sub-human,
throughout their propaganda, even to school
children in Israel.

ACTING WITH IMPUNITY

Israeli finance minister Bezalel Smotrich
has openly called for “sterile zones” free of
Palestinians near settlements.

Al Jazeera reports that Major-General
Avi Bluth, the Israeli commander with
responsibility for the occupied West Bank,
had not known his comments would be
leaked when he boasted of the success of
Israel’s policies in the occupied territory.
The army, he claimed a was “killing like we
haven't killed since 1967.”

DEATH PENALTY

Israeli national security minister, ultra-
right wing Itamar Ben-Gvir notoriously
celebrated his 50th birthday with a cake
decorated with a large golden noose. The
celebratory noose sent a message: It referred
to the “Execution of Prisoners” law passed
in March permitting (under Israeli law) the
execution by Israel of Palestinians in the
West Bank.

Ben-Gvir was the main driver of the
legislation that mandates the death penalty
by hanging for Palestinians convicted by a
military court of any action that is seen to
have resulted in the death of an Israeli.

Palestinian resistance continues. They
have nothing to lose when they resist the
militia and settlers.

Under the legislation the death penalty
will be the “primary punishment” in the occu-
pied West Bank. Shootings of Palestinians
go unpunished but legitimate resistance by
Palestinians could result in the hanging of
prisoners under this new, dangerous set-
tler-colonial law.

UNRWA

Adding insult to injury, Israel is set to
establish a new military complex on the site
of the former UN Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) headquarters in East Jerusalem.
Israel expelled UNRWA in January 2025.

The agency operated schools, clinics, and
aid programs for Palestinian refugees across
Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan, Lebanon, and
Syria. More than 2.3 million people have
been displaced by Israel’s military campaign
in Gaza, and over one million are sheltering
in UNRWA facilities.

Israel’s minister of defence, Israel Katz
said that the move represented “a decision
of sovereignty, Zionism and security.” He
said there was “nothing more symbolic or
just” than establishing defence institutions
“on the ruins of the UNRWA compound,”
which was originally created to support
Palestinians displaced during the 1948
Arab-Israeli war.

UNRWA head Philippe Lazzarini con-
demned the destruction of the office as “a

new level of open and deliberate defiance
of international law.”

More than 72,000 Palestinians have been
killed in Gaza since 2023, according to the
UN. Its agencies and humanitarian groups
have repeatedly warned of catastrophic
conditions in the Gaza enclave, including
widespread hunger and overcrowded ref-
ugee camps.

Israel is also continuing its expansion-
ism and genocide in Gaza under cover of the
Middle East war.

EXISTENTIAL THREAT
TO ISRAEL

Former Mossad chief Tamir Pardo has
denounced the ongoing attacks in the West
Bank, saying they pose an “existential threat”
to the Jewish state.

Pardo told local media while touring
Palestinian villages that have come under
settler attacks in recent months: “My mother
was a Holocaust survivor, and what I saw

the slightest resistance is met with an
iron fist and collective punishment

Photo: Jarrod Moore

reminded me of the events that happened
against Jews in the last century.

“What I saw today made me feel ashamed
to be Jewish.”

GAZA

The Palestinian resistance movement
Hamas said the ongoing Israeli scheme
exposes the true nature of the Israeli occupa-
tion government, a system rooted in colonial
expansion, land usurpation, ethnic cleansing,
and apartheid.

The movement also called on the inter-
national community to abandon the policy of
“silence and complicity” and to take urgent
action to halt settlement expansion and
“annexation,” while holding Israeli author-
ities accountable for ongoing violations
targeting the Palestinian people, their land,
and holy sites.

Tragically, western nations including
Australia, at best can find a few words of
denunciation or impose sanctions on a few
Israeli leaders. Australia’s spineless trinity
of Albanese, Marles, and Wong steadfastly
refuses to take meaningful action such as
expelling Israeli diplomats and ending all
trade relations with Israel.

Continued support for Israel and failure
to take action make Australia, the US, the UK,
and other western nations complicit in war
crimes and the genocide and displacement of
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza. &
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