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The ongoing mainstreaming of 
fascistic Pauline Hanson and 
her One Nation party reached 
a new low with the invita-
tion to Hanson to address 
the National Press Club on 
17 June. In an inflammatory  
speech Hanson did not hold 
back in spewing out the par-
ty’s reactionary and divisive 
policies.

Her appallingly offensive rant 
was aimed at Muslims, migrants, 
First Nations people, and the gender 
diverse, with workers labelled as 
“lazy” and too difficult for bosses 
to sack.

Hanson presents herself as 
anti-establishment, an alternative 
to professional politicians and “a 
voice for the electorate,” despite 
being first elected to parliament 
30 years ago.

Almost all the media failed 
to seriously challenge Hanson at 
the National Press Club, to ques-
tion the lies and contradictions in 
her rabid delivery. The Guardian 
Australia is now banned from her 
press conferences along with the 
ABC and SBS.

Sky News and News Ltd’s other 
media have played a huge role in 
popularising Hanson and One 
Nation. To implement the policies 
Hanson outlined at the National 
Press Club would require the cre-
ation of an authoritarian regime.

Providing greatly exaggerated 
figures, she blames “mass immi-
gration” for the housing crisis. Not 
for one moment do facts get in the 
way of claims.

All Muslims are tarnished 
with the brush of violent, radical 
Islam. “… my policy will restrict 
immigration from places immersed 

in extremism like radical Islam – 
because that’s what most Australi-
ans want, especially after Bondi and 
the return of ISIS bride terrorists.”

Consistent with her racism, 
Hanson continues: “Undeniably 
immigration or immigration policy 
has our country in the state of crisis.

“At the centre of this crisis 
is the utterly flawed policy of 
multiculturalism.

“We cannot be a multicultural 
society. We are a multiracial soci-
ety, but we must be monocultural. 
Australians must live under the one 
cultural umbrella.”

“It is clear what we stand for, 
One Nation under one flag and 
proudly Australian. We oppose 
entirely people coming into this 
country and bringing with them 
the troubles they have left behind; 
coming to this country and ignoring 
our values, our language, our tradi-
tions, our dress and the fact that we 
are predominately a Judeo-Chris-
tian society.”

“One flag” refers to her racism 
towards Indigenous Australians and 
refusal to accept acknowledgement 
of country. (See also ‘One Nation 
under genocide Gina’, Guardian 
#2195 for her position on the 
working class.)

CLASS UNITY
The Communist Party unites 

in its ranks all people regardless 
of national origin. Just as in the 
process of nation formation, the 
development of a wider economic 
community has led to the devel-
opment of ethnic ties into new 
national traits and awareness, so the 
economic and social integration of 
migrants creates the basis for inte-
gration into the Australian nation 
and the expansion and enrichment 
of our national life and culture.

The process by which the cul-
ture of migrants’ homelands and the 
cultures of the Australian nation are 
both developed to the fullest is the 
democratic and effective basis for 
the unity of the Australian nation 
and for the development of an 
Australian culture which genuinely 
reflects the Australian nation.

The central, most important, 
the underlying idea of the Party’s 
approach to multiculturalism is 
the acceptance of a single working 
class within one country.

The CPA supports the view that 

Australian society is multilingual 
and multicultural, comprised of 
diverse elements from many dif-
ferent backgrounds, but there is a 
single working class with common 
interests and a common class 
enemy – capitalism.

Similarly, there is a single 
Australian nation with a common 
territory and a common language, 
notwithstanding the diversity of 
linguistic elements. Within the con-
fines of the Australian nation, ethnic 
groups of migrant backgrounds go 
through two processes.

They undergo a process of social 
integration through their partici-
pation in the workforce and class 
relations based on their exploitation 
and their common class interests 
with people of other cultural and 
ethnic backgrounds.

Flowing from this social integra-
tion, ethnic groups also go through 
a slower process of national inte-
gration, not assimilation, gradually 
developing a consciousness of being 
part of the Australian nation.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
It is this second, slower process which can be 

assisted and consolidated by the purposeful activity 
of progressive migrants and the whole working class 
and democratic movement towards the development 
of a unified, progressive, new Australian culture.

The CPA extends solidarity to the people of every 
country and to First Nations people in their struggle 
against imperialism, for national liberation and social 
progress. It extends solidarity in the common struggle 
against war and for peace.

CLIMATE CHANGE DENIAL
While damning taxpayer subsidies for renewables 

and updating of electricity network, Hanson carefully 
omitted any mention of the billions in corporate 
welfare handed out to the toxic fossil fuel polluters.

Promoting gas and coal, Hanson declares: “Let 
everyone share the wealth that is under our feet. We 
are one of the richest resource nations in the world.”

The mining companies, including Hanson’s bene-
factor Gina Rinehart and other donors, are pocketing 
billions of dollars in profits, paying peppercorn taxes. 
So much for sharing the wealth!

DECEPTIVE RHETORIC
“Australians have woken up for which I am grateful. 

After years of hoping for something different from the 
political class but getting nowhere, many Australians 
are looking elsewhere. I am a known quantity for these 
Australians. They know I’m not part of the political 
establishment that is no longer listening to them and 
no longer seems to care.”

It’s true that Australians are looking for change, for 
something better and different. Millions are suffering, 
struggling to put roof over their head, put food on the 

table and pay energy bills. Hanson is not offering the 
better life they are searching for.

CAPITALISM IN CRISIS
Hanson and One Nation are part of the political 

establishment, an extreme part appealing to disaf-
fected voters who have become disillusioned with 
the major parties.

Capitalism is in crisis. It does not have solutions 
for the cost-of-living crisis facing so many of the 
working class. This phenomenon is not unique to 
Australia. Across Western nations fascistic forces 
are on the rise. In the US it is Trump. In the UK it 
is Farage, in Germany the Alternative for Germany 
(AfD), in France National Rally, in Italy Giorgia Mel-
oni’s Brothers of Italy.

More than four decades of neoliberal privatisa-
tion, deregulation, rocketing military spending, and 
massive tax cuts for the corporate sector and the 
wealthy have taken their toll on the working class 
and government budgets.

The struggle against imperialism is taking place 
on a world-wide scale. The Australian working class 
has a particular struggle against imperialism in its 
campaign against US bases in Australia and the 
AUKUS alliance.

This means the need for organisational and politi-
cal unity of the working class within each country and 
international solidarity between parties and other 
working class organisations of different countries.

It is vital to defend multiculturalism. It means 
friendship, respect for the differences of others and 
the emergence of an Australian culture based  on the 
interaction and interconnectedness of all that is good 
and progressive in the cultures now to be found in 
Australian society.  

Hope and action
There’s an El Niño on the way. It will push global 

heat higher. It’s impossible to say exactly what will 
happen where, but next year is almost certainly 
going to be the hottest on record and it’s widely 
predicted that up to 125 million people will need 
urgent food assistance by the end of the year. That 
in turn triggers mass migration, often to the coun-
tries most responsible for climate change. Global 
warming doesn’t cause El Niño, but it makes them 
more extreme and more frequent. 

As covered extensively in this paper, war in the 
Middle East looks set to continue. Israel wants to 
continue attacking Lebanon and Gaza, while Israeli 
settlers in the West Bank are ramping up attacks 
on Palestinians.

Donald Trump’s presidency doesn’t end until 
2028. After he leaves, the US will continue to be 
an imperialist power. 

For people who understand these things, thinking 
about what’s on the way can be paralysing. Some 
people respond by avoiding facing the whole picture, 
and just focus on smaller facts. Others just give up 
entirely. Many are too busy working on survival.

Communists are realists. Communist thinkers 
from Marx, Engels, and Lenin to the present day 
stress the importance of being realistic rather than 
utopian or fatalistic. They urge us to seek truth from 
facts, focusing on real events as they happen now. 
So what’s a communist and realist response to the 
torrent of negative events facing us? 

Realism is not the same as what’s sometimes 
called ‘doomism’ – the response that all hope is 
lost and all action is pointless. Giving up means not 
looking at the whole picture. Doomism has been 
called the final stage in climate denial. It ignores all 
the positive actions that have happened so far and 
the positive actions going on right now. It overlooks 
the hard work of millions of activists around the 
world. 

That whole picture? Massive amounts of carbon 
emissions have been avoided through government 
and community actions spurred on by people coming 
together and taking action. The gap between where 
we’d be if nations had done nothing in response 
to climate change and where we are now is both 
staggering and inspiring. 

One of earth’s largest nations isn’t doing nothing. 
China’s coal usage has peaked. That country has 
added enough solar and wind power in 2025 as is 
produced in all of Indonesia. In this year alone, 
China added half the world’s total solar capacity. 
As for war, millions of people oppose the US-Israel 
war on Iran, Lebanon, and Palestine. 

Realism is also not the same as being a Polly-
anna – ridiculously cheerful no matter what. The 
Pollyanna attitude, also sometimes called “toxic 
positivity” can be a way of sidelining valuable crit-
icism, and is not justified by the facts. What the 
facts justify is action. 

Looking squarely at the problems the world 
faces, shows us the need for collective action. One 
household putting on solar panels is a good thing. 
A nation really committing to climate action can 
make a huge difference. 

Doomism is not realism, and the antidote to 
doomism is not being Pollyanna, it’s seeing things 
for what they are, seeing what you can do about it 
and taking action with others. Join your union, get 
into an activist group. Do both! 

The Communist Party of Australia supports 
effective and collective action by working people. 
As someone once said, we have a world to win. 

Guardian
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The National Tertiary Educa-
tion Union (NTEU) has saved 
more than 140 jobs at Deakin 
University after successfully 
pressuring management to 
scrap its damaging plan.

Two weeks after announcing 
a proposal that would have made 
crucial professional staff redundant, 
Deakin confirmed it was withdraw-
ing the plan in full. Just days after 
the cuts were announced, Deakin 
University Vice-Chancellor Iain 
Martin resigned.

The positions of an estimated 
quarter of the workforce would also 
have been affected with many staff 
having to reapply for a job.

The NTEU is urging Deakin 
to establish a working party of 
staff, students and management 
to advise the University Council 
on lessons to be learnt from the 
withdrawn proposal in order to 
establish best-practice protocols 
for any future major workplace 
change proposals.

NTEU Victoria Division Secre-
tary Sarah Roberts welcomed the 
withdrawal of Deakin’s flawed plan.

“These cuts would have had a 
devastating impact on livelihoods 
and torn at the fabric of the entire 
university,” she said.

“This is an enormous victory 
for NTEU members who stood up 
against a terrible plan that would 
have sent shockwaves through the 
communities that rely on Deakin.

“Unfortunately this process has 
severely damaged the relationship 
between staff and management. It’s 
essential we start work on rebuild-
ing trust immediately and put in 
place measures to prevent such an 
awful process ever being repeated.

“We have had strongly construc-
tive discussions with the Chancellor 
and the Caretaker Vice-Chancellor 
after the decision to withdraw the 
proposal was communicated, stress-
ing the need for a reset centrally 
involving staff.”

NTEU Deakin Branch President 
Professor Reece Walters said the 
roles that were saved are critical 
to the university.

“The sense of hurt and confu-
sion among staff is palpable. These 
wounds can’t be healed overnight, 

and Deakin management now has 
a serious challenge in front of it to 
rebuild trust,” he said.

“Establishing a working group 
of staff, students and management 
that puts in place guardrails around 
how major changes are handled in 
future is a critical first step.

“No one is more invested in 
ensuring Deakin thrives than its 
staff, which must be central to any 
decisions about its future under the 
new leadership.”

NTEU National President Dr 
Alison Barnes said the botched 
process was further evidence uni-
versity governance was broken.

“Right around the country, the 
NTEU is stopping vice-chancellors 
from hurting staff, students and 
communities with unjustified cuts.

“We need major national gov-
ernance reform so million-dollar 
vice-chancellors can’t wield the 
axe with impunity and hack into 
our university workforce, which 
is critical to our society.”
National Tertiary Education Union  

Uni governance broken

The Parliament of Victoria’s Legislative Coun-
cil Environment and Planning Committee 
has released the report from its Inquiry into 
decommissioning oil and gas infrastructure. 
Friends of the Earth Melbourne has com-
mended the report for recommending that 
significant obligations be placed on fossil fuel 
companies to clean up their old offshore oil 
and gas infrastructure.

Friends of the Earth Offshore Fossil Gas Cam-
paigner Stanley Woodhouse said, “It’s encouraging to 
see so many recommendations from the environmental 
and labour movements echoed in this report. Strong 
financial safeguards, trailing liabilities and domestic 
recycling will all help Victoria deal responsibly with, 
and benefit from, the incoming wave of decommis-
sioning liabilities.”

Some of the report’s recommendations include that 
fossil fuel companies should: report on the status of 
their ageing offshore infrastructure; be held responsible 
for environmental damage that such infrastructure 
causes; and clean up defunct infrastructure before it 
degrades and releases toxins into the ocean.

Friends of the Earth says that if the report’s 

recommendations are adopted by the Victorian 
government, it will be a sound example of the Make 
Polluters Pay principle.

“For too long, fossil fuel companies have not 
factored in the cost of properly cleaning up their old 
infrastructure and instead have treated the ocean as 
a dumping ground. All Victorians want to see these 
companies made to pay to remove their defunct infra-
structure in full, hiring unionised workers to carry it 
out,” said Stanley Woodhouse.

A significant leak in the report’s integrity remains 
in the suggestion that fossil fuel companies could be 
allowed to abandon some toxic oil and gas infrastruc-
ture in the sea if ‘leaving it in place can be shown to 
deliver better environmental outcomes,’ as the Com-
mittee press release notes.

“There is no world in which the ocean dumping 
of contaminated industrial waste offers a benefit to 
the environment. Our leaders need to stop pandering 
to industry lobby talking points and commit to what 
is right for Victorians and their environment,” said 
Stanley Woodhouse.
Friends of the Earth Melbourne  

Clean up your rigs!

Graham Holton

A recent report shows that young tradies 
in the NSW construction sector have an 
elevated suicide risk, with the indus-
try needing to take stronger action on 
workplace bullying, isolation, and psy-
chological stress. NSW has recorded the 
highest number of male construction 
worker suicides of any Australian state, 
with 1,176 deaths over the past 19 years. 

Male construction worker suicide is at sub-
stantially higher rates than other employed men, 
with workers aged 25-34 recording the highest 
suicide rates, at around 35 deaths per 100,000. 

The construction industry employs more 
than a million people in Australia. The industry 
is male-dominated – 88 per cent – with rein-
forced traditional masculine norms of self-re-
liance and reluctance to seek help. Many young 
workers do not trust supervisors they often see 
as the source of their mental health problems.

Each year, the construction industry loses 
190 workers to suicide. A construction worker 
is up to six times more likely to die by suicide 
than from an onsite incident. The Australian 
rate of suicide is 26.6 deaths per 100,000 male 
construction workers, compared with 13.2 per 
100,000 for other employed men. 

Young males experience ‘alienation,’ 

separated from control over their work, from 
other people, and from a sense of meaning and 
community. Many construction workers have 
little control over deadlines and workloads. Long 
hours and FIFO (fly-in-fly-out) contracts sep-
arate them from family and friends. Transient 
employment makes them insecure. 

Alienation and job insecurity affect a lot 
of young people, but construction workers are 
nearly twice as likely to take their own lives as 
other employed Australian men of the same 
age. Lower-skilled workers such as labourers 
are most vulnerable. Almost a third of appren-
tices have had suicidal thoughts in the previous 
year, with similar numbers reporting bullying 
and reduced wellbeing.

Dr Simon Tyler, who works as a men’s mental 
health researcher and psychologist treating 
men experiencing mental health and suicidal 
challenges, told ABC News that stoicism is at 
the heart of the construction industry’s suicide 
problems. “Exposure to really long work hours, 
a lot of job insecurity, low job control, drinking 
and drug use as a way to cope. There’s a culture 
of ‘let’s just push forward, don’t talk about our 
struggles.’ 

Dr Tyler says not enough attention is given 
to the “unseen stresses.” 

A survey conducted by Beyond Blue and Steel 
Blue found that only 54 per cent of tradies felt 

comfortable talking to family or friends about 
their mental health problems. Tony D LaMon-
tagne, professor of work, health and wellbeing at 
Deakin University, says apprentices are at even 
greater risk of bullying. Professor LaMontagne 
found the workplace was the issue.

The 2003 Cole Royal Commission identified 
suicide as a leading cause of death in Queens-
land’s construction industry. Since then, the 
sector has treated suicide as an urgent safety 
priority. In 2008 MATES in Construction, 
launched a program for worker-to-worker peer 
support. It has 3,000 suicide intervention-trained 
workers nationwide.

The union for construction workers, the 
Construction, Forestry Mining and Engineering 
Union (CFMEU) understands that no workplace 
can be too safe. Safety includes factors that lead 
to suicidal thoughts. The union has a Work 
Health and Safety hotline with the headline ‘If 
it doesn’t feel right, it’s worth reporting.’

It is important that anyone experiencing 
mental health problems should seek professional 
help. Do not suffer alone.

See qnt.cfmeu.org/whs-hotline/ to report 
any safety issues.  

High suicide rates among tradies
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Graham Holton

Workers at BHP’s Port Hed-
land operations in Western 
Australia have voted to take 
protected industrial action 
after seven months of stalled 
negotiation over pay and 
working conditions. The 
resultant disruption to iron 
ore shipments would cost the 
mining corporation $110 - $126 
million per day and the WA 
government around $6.85 
million daily in lost royalties. 

Port Hedland is Australia’s 
largest bulk export port and a crit-
ical hub for global iron ore supply, 
handling over 500 million tonnes 
annually. 

The strike, the first since 2008, 
is considered one of the most sig-
nificant industrial actions in recent 
decades. It highlights the strategic 
leverage of skilled trades in an 
increasingly automated mining 
environment, where remain-
ing workers perform functions 
that cannot yet be replicated by 
technology. 

At present, the dispute is in 
the pre-strike stage, with workers 
having authorised action, but nego-
tiations continuing. The industrial 
action follows a stalemate between 
BHP and its workforce over a new 
enterprise bargaining agreement 
(EBA). 

Workers are seeking improved 
pay, better working conditions, 
and fair employment terms, citing 

frustration with the slow progress of 
negotiations. The Electrical Trades 
Union (ETU) reported 100 per cent 
support from its members, while the 
Australian Manufacturing Workers 
Union (AMWU) recorded 89.4 per 
cent support among its members. 
The strike could involve up to 450 
workers, with stoppages ranging 
from 30 minutes to 24 hours fol-
lowing a five-day notice period 

The strike involves electrical 
workers, rail workers, train driv-
ers, and tugboat engineers, each 
capable of affecting different parts 
of the port’s operations. Electrical 
workers maintain power and auto-
mated loading systems, while rail 

and train staff manage ore transport 
to stockpiles. Even short stoppages 
can disrupt vessel loading schedules 
due to tidal constraints and port 
logistics, amplifying the potential 
impact on global supply chains. 

BHP has laid out its contingency 
plans to maintain safe and reliable 
operations during industrial action, 
include operational safeguards and 
the potential use of contractors. The 
company is trying to recruit a  scab 
workforce to keep the port operat-
ing if the strike goes ahead. Labour 
hire firms have been approaching 
electricians, offering them more 
than $93 per hour to start work as 
soon as possible.  

One in 70 people worldwide is forcibly displaced, according to a 
damning new report released today by the United Nations.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees says at least 117.8 million 
people, or one in 70 across the world, are forcibly displaced.

The UN body says that for the first time in 10 years, forced displace-
ment declined during 2025. Despite a roughly 4 per cent decrease 
in 2025, this progress has been overshadowed by Lebanon’s 
fast-growing displacement crisis.

Since the US-Israel war on Iran began in late March 2026, Israeli 
attacks have forcibly displaced more than one million, with a further 
3.2 million internally displaced in Iran.

Of the 117.8 million forcibly displaced, some 68.6 million are 
internally displaced within their own countries due to conflict or other 
crises.

There are around 28.5 million refugees, people who have been 
forced to flee their countries, with most coming from Venezuela (6.4 
million) and Palestine (6 million).

Colombia (2.8 million), Germany (2.7 million) and Turkey (2.4 
million) have taken in the most refugees.

In 2023, conflict in Sudan between the Sudanese army and the 
Rapid Support Forces increased the number of refugees to 1.5 
million.

In the same year, Israel’s bombardment of the Gaza Strip had a 
devastating toll on the Palestinian population. Nearly all of Gaza’s 
population of 2.3 million people has been displaced, with many 
having been forced to flee multiple times.

More recently, the US-Israeli war on Iran has caused a new dis-
placement crisis in Lebanon following the resumption of hostilities 
between Israel and Hezbollah.

The Finance Sector Union (FSU) has urged members to reject an 
enterprise agreement that would see staff at life insurer Acenda paid 
less, stripped of basic leave entitlements and given watered-down 
redundancy clauses. 

Acenda management’s offer follows the brutal axing of 280 jobs at 
the company in the last 18 months and claims that some staff hav-
en’t received a pay rise in seven years. The enterprise agreement is 
the first for Acenda since it was created by the merger of MLC Life 
and Resolution Life in 2025. 

Under the proposed agreement, less than half (47%) of Acenda 
staff would be guaranteed a pay rise, many would lose Rostered 
Day Off entitlements, there would be no guarantees regarding work 
from home or hybrid work arrangements and new starters would 
be worse off when it comes to long service leave and redundancy 
provisions. 

The FSU has encouraged staff to vote “no” and called on manage-
ment to work with staff and the union on an improved offer. 

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the fascist One Nation. The following 
is a statement by the journalist union: the Media, Entertainment & 
Arts Alliance (MEAA) condemns One Nation leader Pauline Han-
son’s continuing abuse of journalist Sarah Martin, as demonstrated 
again this week at the National Press Club. 

Hanson’s personal and unprofessional attacks on Martin, together 
with the One Nation leader’s ban on Guardian Australia and ABC 
journalists attending her press conferences, are an assault on the 
freedom of the press in Australia. 

Hanson’s actions stand in stark contrast with her remarks that she 
welcomes the scrutiny of the media on her party, its people and its 
politics. 

Sarah is an experienced and professional journalist who was 
attending her place of work to do her job of holding the powerful to 
account. Journalists must be provided with safe workplaces, free 
from abuse, so we can uphold the public’s right to know. 

Her question was entirely appropriate. The audience she reports 
for deserves answers. We call on colleagues across the industry, 
regardless of their employer, to stand with us and hold the line 
against attacks on press freedom from politicians who seek to avoid 
scrutiny. 

If a fellow journalist is denied access, threatened or abused, it is 
our shared responsibility to stand with them. We must ensure all 
journalists have the same rights to report on matters in the public 
interest, and to ensure their questions are answered.

www.cpa.org.au

BHP Port Hedland 
faces industrial 

action

Support the Guardian  
by donating to Press Fund

Port Hedland, WA. Photo: Bahnfrend – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 3.0)

A rally for Lebanon was held in Boorloo/Perth on Sunday 21 June. The gathering paid tribute to the 
hundreds of thousands killed by Israel and the US. The genocide must end.
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A moving exhibition was held in 
Boorloo (Perth), Western Aus-
tralia, over the weekend of 13 
June by the Iranian and Pales-
tinian communities to honour 
the more than one hundred 
students and tens of teachers, 
parents and others killed by 
the United States in the Minab 
school bombing.

Event organisers stated that the 
exhibition was intended to repre-
sent the lives lost in the attack on 
28 February this year, during the 
opening salvos of the United States 
and Israel’s illegal war of aggres-
sion against Iran. Exhibits included 
photographs of the children killed, a 
recreation of a classroom featuring 
small children’s backpacks beside 
empty desks, and poetry readings 
and artwork by children from the 
local community.

During a particularly moving 
moment in the opening ceremony, 
local children re-enacted a scene 
from the bombing. The performance 
began with children learning from 
their teacher in a classroom. Then, 
following the thunderous sounds 
of bombing, they lay motionless at 
their desks. The entire audience was 
brought either to tears or stunned 
silence by the performance, which 
brought the consequences of the 
United States and Israel’s imperialist 
wars in West Asia into sharp focus.

“What we try to do is keep the 
memories of those children alive,” 
said one of the organisers, who 
stressed that the war and the bomb-
ing have had an ongoing impact on 
Iranians.

“The effect that it had on com-
munities, on lives, and the effect 
that it still has in Iran since this 
incident happened, all the schools 
are still closed … You can imagine 
kids not going to school for months 
and months, studying online, being 
deprived of the right to enjoy life, 
play together, and go to school.”

The message of the exhibition 
for Australians was clear.

“It’s no to war. It’s every child’s 
right to live a happy life, not to be 
worried about going to school, not to 
be worried about their safety, and not 
to have to worry about missiles flying 

over their heads or whether they are 
going to be next,” the organisers said

“Silence is not the answer. If you 
think it’s not OK, speak up. It was 
first Palestine, then Lebanon, and 
then Iran. It happens all around the 
world. It’s happening in Sudan, and 
we’re not going to be immune to it. 
Think about the future of your chil-
dren. Think about the future of your 
grandchildren. If you want them to 
live peacefully, please, please don’t be 
silent. Don’t let the Australian gov-
ernment support these genocides.”

The call for Australians to stand 
up to our government in opposition 
to its involvement in conflicts such 
as this is  relevant and timely. Intel-
ligence facilities such as Pine Gap 
near Alice Springs, NT, and Naval 
Communication Station Harold E 
Holt in Exmouth, WA, have been 
cited as likely having provided vital 
intelligence to the United States to 
assist in striking Iranian targets.

This raises questions about how 
the Australian government can claim 
to uphold a so-called democratic 
and rules-based international order. 
Before the first bombs were dropped, 
it was already providing support for 
an illegal war without consulting 
the Australian public, who, polling 
shows, overwhelmingly oppose 
involvement in the conflict. 

A warning clearly gleaned from 
this exhibition is that Australia will 
continue to be complicit in future 
illegal wars of aggression waged by 
the United States if it continues to 
enmesh its military apparatus with 
that of the United States through 
military agreements. These include 
the 2021 AUKUS agreement and the 
lesser-known 2014 Force Posture 
Agreement. 

Together, these arrangements 
make Australia increasingly depend-
ent on the United States for its mili-
tary capabilities while allowing that 
country to operate from Australia 
in an unacceptably unaccountable 
manner. This places Australia at 
risk of being dragged into further 
illegal and avoidable American wars 
which, as Minab shows us, have 
tragic human costs.
Independent and Peaceful Australia 
Network (IPAN) WA  

following the thunderous 
sounds of bombing, they lay 

motionless at their desks

Exhibition honours  
Minab school bombing victims

RJ Harris

On 20 June this paper and the Com-
munist Party of Australia Naarm/ 
Melbourne branch organised a charity 
show Metal Against War at Footscray 
venue Mamma Chen’s. This event 
raised money for Palestinian Austral-
ian New Zealand Medical Association 
(PANZMA), an organisation which 
places healthcare workers from here 
into hospitals in Gaza, trains Palestin-
ian healthcare workers, and organises 
medical aid delivery. This event was 
inspired by the efforts of party mem-
bers in WA who shared advice early on.

The local metal scene showed strong 
support. Three generations of metal acts 
performed and a similar spread of ages was 
seen in the crowd. Electric Funeral and Dehu-
manizer opened up, followed by stalwarts 
Hand of Fear and Knife with Melbourne 
metal legends Küntsquäd headlining. 

The artists were in strong agreement 
with peace efforts. They identified war as 
“big business” in various forms and the suf-
fering of ordinary people a direct result of 
war fighting and war expenditure.

Explicit calls against war were made by 
band members. Knife front man Mark made 
a statement that music must be political for 
it to ascend from ‘lollipop nursery rhyme’ 
status. Hear, hear! 

At least $500 was raised for PANZMA. 
MC Zachary spoke at the beginning and 

end of the show:
War harms us. We do not benefit from 

war. As Immortal Technique put it: we don’t 
get weapons contracts and cheap labour for 
our companies; we are cheap labour. We don’t 
enjoy the spoils of rebuilding funds or join 
the orgy of buying the dip on infrastructure 
projects. Rather, we are hit by the bombs and 
our futures are sucked dry by militarism.

These performances comprise part of a 
cultural statement in opposition to war. Con-
tributions to events like this strengthen art’s 
political character. Profits from today will go 
to the PANZMA ‘where most needed’ fund.

Calls to increase military spending in 
Australia to 3.5% are coming from outside 
the country. The majority of the money spent 
on defence in Australia is spent on foreign 
companies which are largely from the United 
States of America.

Increasing US infiltration of the 

Australian state is on display through recent 
contracts between AI-death-merchants Palan-
tir and Department of Defence, Australian 
Criminal Intelligence Commission, Australian 
Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre, 
Australian Signals Directorate, Department 
of Veteran Affairs and Corrections Victoria. 

This is happening as the US occupation 
of Australia through Pine Gap in the centre, 
HMAS Stirling in the West, and the 2,500 
marines up in Darwin continues, and looks 
to be expanded with the nuclear submarine 
base in Port Kembla, with Wollongong to 
come. The legislative framework for this is 
the 2014 Force Posture Agreement  and the 
payment flows from us to the USA and Brit-
ain are expanding as part of AUKUS – for 
which we have received nothing but words.

In response to the existence of Palestine 
on what Israel views as its biblical property, 
Israel is systematically destroying Gaza, 
stealing the West Bank and killing a record 
number of children and women while doing 
it. Then they lie about it in international fora. 
We don’t believe it. In 2025 Israel took the 
crown for majority of global civilian casual-
ties at 56%.  Israel’s attacks comprised 90% 
of all documented attacks on aid operations 

in 2025. They have the dubious honour of 
ushering in a ‘new normal’ of attacking hos-
pitals and schools (64% increase in 2025).

There is much talk of a ‘deal’ to end the 
war on Iran. It is not a deal but a signed 
‘understanding.’ This moment signals, per-
haps, a change to a lower level of conflict 
intensity. The impending energy cliff is the 
impetus. Additionally, Israel’s behaviour is 
included in the MOU in the first paragraph. 
They have not stopped attacking Lebanon. 
This war has been utterly senseless and dam-
aging – remember when the US bombed a 
school, killing 168 young women students? 
Never forget. 

What do we get for it? High fuel costs. 
High inflation. High profits at the banks, 
which are majority foreign-owned. The 
profits go overseas.

The working class are not served by 
support of these conflicts.

War takes the productive output of a 
country and uses it to kill children. That 
is disgusting to me. We won’t stand for it. 

Metal Against War!
For more on Palantir, see Guardian #2194, 
‘Rise of the Corporate State’  

Metal against war
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The Jewish Council of Australia’s sub-
mission to the Royal Commission into 
Antisemitism and Social Cohesion, 
representing the voices of over 2,500 
progressive Jewish people in Australia, 
has been published. The submission 
urges the Commission to reject defi-
nitions and approaches to addressing 
antisemitism that conflate it with crit-
icism of Israel, warning they suppress 
lawful political speech, divide com-
munities, and make the fight against 
genuine antisemitism harder. 

The submission includes dozens of lived 
experience testimonies from the Jewish Coun-
cil’s members who describe the harms they 
have experienced from pro-Israel advocates 
who seek to conflate Jewish identity with 
support for Israel, and from antisemitism 
policy which penalises those who support 
Palestinian freedom and justice.

In its submission, the Jewish Council 
outlines two important contemporary drivers 
of antisemitism in Australia: the growth of 
far-right, neo-Nazi and conspiracist move-
ments; and the aggressive actions of the State 

of Israel and conflation of Jewish identity 
with Israel – a conflation that the State of 
Israel and its supporters have long cultivated.

The Jewish Council calls on the Com-
mission to recommend that governments 
and institutions reject the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)  
working definition of antisemitism, and 
focus on the growth of far-right, neo-Nazi 
and conspiracist movements as a primary, 
and too often overlooked driver of antisem-
itism in Australia.

The submission documents how laws and 
policies introduced in the name of Jewish 
safety including Queensland’s criminali-
sation of pro-Palestinian political slogans, 
have led to Jewish Australians themselves 
being arrested, including 73-year-old clinical 
psychologist and child of Holocaust survivors 
Stephen Heydt.

The Jewish Council calls on the Com-
mission to:
•  Recognise the political and religious 

diversity of the Australian Jewish 
community, including on Israel and 
Zionism;

•  Find that far-right extremism is a 
primary driver of antisemitism in 
Australia;

•  Recommend the rejection of the IHRA 
working definition and the Universities 
Australia definitions of antisemitism;

•  Endorse and fund the Australian 
Human Rights Commission’s National 
Anti-Racism Framework; and

•  Recommend against measures 
that criminalise Palestinian or pro-
Palestinian political expression.

Sarah Schwartz, Executive Director of the 
Jewish Council of Australia spelled it out:

“Antisemitism is real, it is rising, and it 
demands a serious response. But the evi-
dence is clear: the dominant policy response 
adopted in Australia of punitive laws, the 
curtailment of civil liberties, and definitions 
that treat criticism of Israel as antisemitic 
don’t make Jews safer, they actually make 
things worse.

“A core feature of antisemitism is stere-
otyping Jews as being a political monolith. 
The media and government must ensure that 
they listen to diverse Jewish voices and avoid 

treating legacy pro-Israel organisations, or 
Israeli leaders, as being the sole represent-
atives of Jewish opinion. 

“The Commission should focus on the 
genuine drivers of hate: the far-right, neo-
Nazi and conspiracist movements that 
threaten Jews, Muslims, and all racialised 
communities. 

“We cannot continue to wrongly assign 
blame for this problem to lawful pro-Palestine 
advocacy. Our safety is inseparable from the 
safety and dignity of all Australians.”

Bart Shteinman, the JCA’s Executive 
Officer says that there is “a growing number 
of Jewish Australians who reject their Juda-
ism being associated with the State of Israel.

“At a time when the State of Israel is 
committing atrocities in Gaza, Lebanon, 
the West Bank, and beyond, many Jewish 
Australians are demanding the Royal Com-
mission recognise their Jewish identity as 
distinct from Israel.”
Jewish Council of Australia  

W Varga

On 11 June the first session of 
the public inquiry into AUKUS 
was held at Trades Hall in Mel-
bourne. The inquiry is being 
headed up by Lead Commis-
sioner Hon Peter Garrett AM 
and commissioners Admi-
ral (Ret) Chris Barrie AC, Dr 
Carmen Lawrence, Yankuny-
tjatjara woman Karina Lester, 
and Leanne Minshull. More 
public hearings will be held in 
Fremantle, Adelaide, Sydney, 
Port Kembla, and Canberra. 

The inquiry is centring around 
six key questions:
•  What will the cost of AUKUS 

be?
•  Does AUKUS genuinely 

enhance Australian security, 
or does it increase our 
exposure to great power 
conflict with China?

•  Does AUKUS undermine 
Australian sovereignty and 
further subordinate us to the 
US?

•  What is the cost of 
transferring dangerous 
nuclear technology to 
Australia and where will 
nuclear waste be stored?

•  What are the long-term 
environmental costs of 
AUKUS?

•  Were credible alternatives to 
AUKUS seriously considered 
by the government before 
agreeing to AUKUS?

On the first day, the inquiry 
heard from several notable people. 
Some especially notable individuals 
we heard from were Gareth Evens 
(former Minister for Foreign Affairs 
under the Hawke/Keating Labor 
government), John Lander (first 
Deputy Ambassador to China), 
and Professor Tilman Ruff. Over 
the day several consistent themes 
emerged. The cost of AUKUS and 
the uncertainty around whether 
the US will actually deliver on its 
end of the bargain were noted from 
the get-go. 

Overall, the AUKUS deal will 
see the Australian government 
spend at least $368 billion. This 
deal was made even though there 
were cheaper options for acquiring 
nuclear submarines. It is appalling 
that such a large sum of money is 
being spent on submarines that 
we don’t need and may never even 
receive when it could be spent on 
education, healthcare, housing, or 
a myriad of other things.

Much was also said about the 
role AUKUS plays in undermining 
Australian sovereignty. AUKUS 
ties Australia to the US and ties 
Australian military operations to 
US military operations. It is naïve 
to think that the US is simply 
handing over highly sensitive 
technology out of good will. In 

exchange for these submarines, 
the US will expect obedience in 
addition to money. 

In light of ever-increasing ten-
sion between the US and China, 
this obedience may eventually take 
the form of Australian involvement 
in a hot war with China. As John 
Lander noted on the day, “[t]he 
United States isn’t preparing to 
go to war with China. The United 
States is preparing to send Australia 
to war with China.”

The safety risks posed by the 
program were discussed. The 
transportation of highly enriched 
uranium to Australia increases the 
risk of nuclear proliferation and is 
unnecessary. French nuclear sub-
marines, for example, already use 
low-enriched uranium which is not 

suitable for weapons. The transport 
and eventual disposal of this mate-
rial along with the mobile nature of 
the submarines risks some of the 
material going missing. 

The disposal of waste also poses 
an obvious environmental risk. 
Despite advances having been made 
in nuclear waste disposal, we still 
do not have fully effective methods 
for disposing of it. What’s more, 
its planned disposal undermines 
indigenous rights. 

First Nations Australians have 
not been consulted on issues sur-
rounding AUKUS. The disposal of 
the waste the project produces will 
adversely affect native title land and 
indigenous sacred sites. As such, 
AUKUS adds to existing anxieties 
amongst indigenous populations 

stemming from past experiences 
with defence projects.

It seems that the inquiry is 
headed in a very clear direction. 
It seems that it will, as it should, 
conclude that the AUKUS deal 
lacks any and all merit, that it is 
a threat to the Australian people, 
that it increases the risk of interna-
tional conflict, that it undermines 
our sovereignty, that it will harm 
the environment, that it will risk 
further nuclear proliferation, and 
that the project has involved little 
oversight and accountability. These 
are positions that the Communist 
Party of Australia affirms. The 
Party condemns the AUKUS deal 
and “[has] consistently argued that 
it [(AUKUS)] does not serve our 
interests.”  

AUKUS: Public hearings  
inquiry starts

Stop Aukus-WA protest, 2022.

Jewish Council of Australia urges Royal 
Commission to focus on far-right threat
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Public service bosses on pay deals of more 
than $1 million a year show the salary scheme 
for department secretaries is “not fit for pur-
pose,” the main public sector union says.

The Remuneration Tribunal is reviewing remu-
neration for secretaries after it acknowledged strong 
public interest in annual pay packets that have risen 
far beyond what was originally intended.

Community and Public Sector Union (CPSU) 
national secretary Melissa Donnelly says secretary 
salaries should be more comparable with pay for top 
state public servants.

The CPSU told the review it was concerned pay 
for Commonwealth secretaries far outpaces that of 
their state and territory counterparts.

“The CPSU is concerned that the tribunal has his-
torically emphasised the uniqueness of APS secretary 
roles, contributing to remuneration outcomes that are 
out of step with public expectations and comparable 
roles,” Melissa Donnelly wrote.

“While APS secretaries hold significant respon-
sibilities, the Tribunal’s reluctance to treat state and 
territory departmental heads as valid comparators is 
perplexing, especially as APS secretaries in recent times 
had experience as departmental heads at a state level.”

The most senior NSW public servant currently 
earns roughly $648,000. Prime Minister and Cabinet 
secretary Steven Kennedy’s annual pay and allowances 
add up to $1,011,000.

In Victoria, the top pay packet is about $658,000, 
while Queensland’s uppermost pay point is closer to 
the Commonwealth, at about $878,000.

The tribunal last week declared it would not offer 
a pay increase this year, while its review is under way.

While the Prime Minister and Cabinet and Treas-
ury secretaries already earn more than $1 million, 
four more secretaries could join them if the tribunal 
approves just a 2 per cent pay rise.

The review of pay was set in motion after former 
Public Service Commissioner Gordon de Brouwer and 
Kennedy wrote to the independent body, requesting 
they examine pay deals.

While both Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and 
Finance Minister Katy Gallagher have acknowledged 
the large sums paid to Canberra’s most senior bureau-
crats, they have not made submissions to the tribunal.

Kennedy’s pay packet far outpaces that of the 
Prime Minister’s $622,000 annual earnings.

The union has also called for the Remuneration 
Tribunal to expand the scope of its review to the pay 
of all Senior Executive Service members.

Their pay is set by secretaries and capped at 65 
per cent of the lowest secretary pay point – currently 
$538,558.

“The growing gap between the wages and con-
ditions of APS employees and the Senior Executive 
Service (SES) is unacceptable,” Donnelly wrote. “This 
review should make recommendations to address this 
growing problem.”

The tribunal plans to complete its review before 
mid-2027, when its next pay decision is due.
Community and Public Sector Union  

Not fit for purpose

Dutch Caribbean’s 
climate change victory

Graham Holton

Bonaire is in the Dutch Caribbean, a special municipality of 
the Netherlands off the coast of Venezuela. The small island 
has won a major climate change case in The Hague District 
Court. The landmark ruling ordered the Netherlands govern-
ment to write up a binding climate adaptation and protection 
plan for Bonaire by 2030. The court ruled that the Nether-
lands had failed to take sufficient measures to protect the 
islanders, treating Bonaire residents as ‘second-class citi-
zens’ by excluding them from the rigorous climate mitigation 
protections enjoyed in Europe. The court found that states 
need to have measures that alleviate the social and economic 
impacts of climate crises.

Historically, international climate agreements were not 
extended to the Caribbean islands because of the unique 
constitutional structure within the Netherlands, making the 
islands ineligible for United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) funding. Greenpeace and 
local advocacy groups took up the fight for ‘climate justice.’ 

This is the first time that a court has ruled that a state discrim-
inated against its own people by failing to develop a climate 
adaptation plan and not preparing for inevitable impacts. 
The Netherlands is legally required to implement a detailed 
climate adaptation plan, ensure binding greenhouse gas 
reduction targets, and shield the islands from severe flooding 
and rising sea levels.

This small island of 288 square kilometres is dependent on 
tourism, having internationally renowned coral reefs and 
marine ecosystems within its Bonaire National Marine Park. 
According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), this tropical region is projected to experience more 
than 3°C increase by 2100, with rising sea levels flooding 20 
per cent of Bonaire, causing economic damages in excess of 
US$317 million by 2050. 

Without local adaptation and global reductions in greenhouse 
gas emissions, Bonaire’s ecosystems will face increasingly 
severe impacts. Mangroves, seagrass beds, fish populations, 
and coastal wetlands are threatened by warmer temperatures 
and changing rainfall patterns. Coral decline affects many 
marine species and reduces the island’s natural coastal pro-
tection. Important cultural sites, such as historic slave huts 
and buildings also face risks. 

Paloma Beltran from Living on Earth in collaboration with pub-
lic radio’s Environmental News Magazine, interviewed Eefje 
de Kroon, a Greenpeace Netherlands campaigner. De Kroon 
said: “the Netherlands needs to cut its CO2 emissions much 
more quickly than it is planning to do.” The Dutch government 
“needs to take responsibility for getting people out of poverty, 
but also, for example, making sure that people have air condi-
tioning that they can afford, keeping the energy bills low.” De 
Kroon added: “The people from the island need to be heard 
in what they think is an appropriate measure, and the Dutch 
government really needs to pay up for it.” Governments are 
“legally obligated to protect all citizens equally.”

This victory shows that climate change is a fundamental 
human rights violation. It opens the door for other lawsuits by 
tropical islands which are suffering financial, personal, and 
health damages. Small countries and territories can now pur-
sue legal action against their governments or major emitters. 
Such islands include Antigua and Barbuda, the Maldives, 
Tuvalu, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Vanuatu, and Fiji. Indige-
nous communities in Australia’s Torres Strait Islands could 
also bring cases.

The increasing number of cases worldwide suggest that 
climate litigation will become a significant tool used by vul-
nerable communities and nations to seek stronger climate 
policies, compensation, and adaptation measures.
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This year, the Close Pine Gap 
Convergence will be held from 18-20 
July in Mparntwe (Alice Springs). Paul 
Gregoire interviewed three veterans 
of past Close Pine Gap protests. This 
week we present his interview with 
Aunty Barb Flick.

Aunty Barb, you were involved in 
the 1987 Close Pine Gap protests that 
took place on Arrernte land at the site 
of the US intelligence base over two 
days in October that year.

Then during the March 2024 IPAN 
Pine Gap and Gaza webinar, you sug-
gested that it was time for another such 
convergence on the US spy base. And 
the 2026 Close Pine Gap convergence 
is soon to take place over 18 to 20 of 
July 2026 in Mparntwe-Alice Springs.

So, firstly, having been at the 1987 
Close Pine Gap protest action, what 
led you to consider that it is time for 
another such convergence?

In 1987, the first concern about Pine Gap 
was it was a strike target. Many people in 
Alice Springs were worried and concerned 
about the base being a strike target. I was 
living in Alice Springs at the time. So that 
was the first thing.

The second was to call on all our allies to 
come and get a big enough group of people 
together to get media coverage to show the 
Australian people how the country was 
involved with the USA and the close ties 
that they have.

The reason that I said we need to go back 
to Pine Gap is because that is where a lot of 
the damage is being done to our comrades 
in Gaza. The journalists being murdered 
there, and the fact that the satellite system 
out of Pine Gap with all its intel can pinpoint 
exactly where these people are.

Australia’s denial of it, and that its 
hands are clean, well, they’re bloody not. 
We are certainly involved in all of this. So, 
I thought the only way that we can let the 
Australian public know of how much we 
are involved with Israel and the USA is 
that we go back to Pine Gap and we have 
these discussions.

We talk about these four big satellites 
that now cover the mid-Pacific, Southeast 
Asia and Palestine. The British also have 
four satellites in Yorkshire. So, the US has 
got the planet fairly well covered.

There has been so much advancement. 
The AI data centre at Pine Gap is now a much 
bigger facility, and it is time to go back.

It is time to tell the Australian people of 
how this country is complicit in the murder 
of innocent people in Gaza and other places 
in the Middle East.

The systems at Pine Gap that are now 
being fed by electricity being paid for by 
Australian taxpayers and so that is why it 
is timely to go back.

There has been great change, and Aus-
tralia is now tied into the nuclear war oper-
ations coming out of the USA.

What was it about that time that 
led to such broad cooperation between 
differing activist groups to stage a 

year-long coordinated set of actions? 
How would you describe the 1987 
convergence at the Pine Gap site and 
what it achieved?

The convergence achieved the media 
attention we were looking for. As part of 
the Alice Spring Peace Group, there were 
members that worked in different sorts of 
portfolios. 

In terms of the Australian government 
in particular, it was the violation of the sov-
ereignty of the Arrernte people in Central 
Australia. That has been a big concern of 
mine. My life’s work has been around land 
rights. It was a big concern that the Arrernte 
people had lost access to their lands.

That means losing information for new 
generations about cultural sites, about lore 
and about religion. The fact that they were 
locked out was completely horrendous, and 
that is the state of Australia at the same time.

There is the denial of Arrernte sover-
eignty over the lands that Pine Gap is based 
on, and the fact that Australia thinks it is 
free to give away our lands to a base that 
is complicit in the murder of men, women, 
and children around the world. This is just 
abhorrent to us.

That was the big thing about the 87 cam-
paign it was really disciplined. We worked on 
nonviolent direct action. The Alice Springs 
Peace Group worked in cells of about four 
people, and we trained especially for that 
action.

One of the groups within the Alice Springs 
Peace Group was nominated to go through 
the fence, which we did, and there were 231 
arrests at that time.

I was arrested, and when it came time for 
me to go to court in Alice Springs, I walked in 
and was asked where my legal representatives 
were and then was asked how I would plead.

I said, “Well tell me what I have been 
charged with?” It was trespass on Com-
monwealth land. And I said, “Well, I am 
not guilty. I was on Arrernte land with the 
permission of the Arrernte people. So, of 
course, I am not guilty.”

I made a long speech about colonisation 
and invasion of our country and the murder 
of our people. At the end, I pointed my finger 
at the magistrate and said, “One day you will 
find yourself in an international court for 
trespassing on our land.”

I was quite proud of myself. 
1987 was important because the fol-

lowing year there would be discussions 
between Australia and the US about 
whether to extend the agreement on 
Pine Gap.

In 1988, when the Hawke govern-
ment agreed to do so, they changed the 
name, so Pine Gap was from then on 
known as the “joint” facility, signal-
ling it was both a US and Australian 
operation.

So, I’m wondering whether back 
in 1987, Pine Gap was already con-
sidered a joint facility or if it was just 
considered a US base in the middle of 
the continent?

We talked about US bases around the 
country, including Pine Gap. So, yes, we 
referred to them as US bases.

It was a big change when they started 
talking about joint facilities, which is an 
absolute joke, because Australia does not 
get much information from the US about 
their activities at Pine Gap.

But, at the same time, Australia is 
now tied into the nuclear war operations 
through Pine Gap, and Australia signed off 
on this agreement with the US, and prior 
to that agreement, it was made certain that 
Australia has no veto over decisions made 
by the US.

So, if the US decides to engage in nuclear 
war using Pine Gap, the Australian govern-
ment has no right to say that it doesn’t think 
that it is a good idea. They have no veto over 
any of those decisions.

Can you talk about the international 
solidarity aspect to the organising 
against western bases in the Pacific 
in the 1980s?

The independent nuclear organisations 

in the 80s across the whole Pacific, including 
Australia, were very strong. 

My interest was with Kanaky or New 
Caledonia as the French colonials call it. I 
had a relationship with Alphonse Dianou, 
who was fighting for the independence of 
Ouvéa, which is one of the three Loyalty 
Islands of Kanaky.

Alphonse was murdered by the French 
in 1988, fighting for independence for the 
small island of Ouvéa that had a gendarmes’ 
facility on the island.

I needed to go to see his family after 
he was murdered. I applied for a visa to fly 
to Kanaky. This was denied by the French 
embassy in Australia.

My application was then supported by 
some parliamentarians, and it was sent to 
Paris, where finally they agreed that I could 
have a visa.

I travelled to Kanaky, and when I arrived 
in Nouméa, I had my suitcases searched at 
the airport. 

I stayed in the village for a few days, and 
I was taken to the cave where all the young 
men were killed, and it just reminded me of 
the massacres in Australia.

Just outside of the town where I spent a 
lot of my childhood, living with my grand-
mother, which is our culture, there were 
an estimated 400 people near Brewarrina 
murdered at a place called Hospital Creek.

When people talk about massacres, it 
has become such a dead word. But what it 
means is dawn raids, people coming in, our 
people waking up, babies crying, and the 
noise of horses coming and the sounds of 
shots being fired and the slashing of bodies.

It reminded me of what happened to us. 
The invasion of our country has a terrible 
history. Even to this day, we are supposed 
to believe that Port Arthur and Bondi Beach 
were the biggest massacres in Australia. But 
that is not true.
Sydney Criminal Lawyers (edited for 
space)  

Close Pine Gap – interview  
with an activist

It is time to tell the Australian 
people how this country is complicit 
in the murder of innocent people in 

the Middle East.

Graphic from closepinegap.org.au
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105th anniversary of the Communist Party of China
On the 105th anniversary of the Communist Party 
of China we reflect on the extraordinary path 
taken by the CPC, changing the course of history 
in the pursuit of socialism, people’s liberation, 
environmental justice and a future of peaceful 
cooperation against war and fascism.

The CPC had humble beginnings. In 1921 a mere dozen 
Communists met in Shanghai to make a simple pledge: 
to rescue China from imperialism and oblivion, mobilise 
the workers and peasants, and to chart a course towards 
socialism and communism using the methods of Marxism. 
Since then, the CPC has weathered most of the calamitous 
changes in world history over the past century and gone on 
to become a 100-million-plus strong force for China and 
for humankind as a whole.

Earnest study of the methods China has used to liberate its 
people must be made, from Mao Zedong Thought, Deng 
Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of the Three Represents and the 
Scientific Outlook on Development, to Xi Jinping Thought 

on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics in a New Era, in 
order to understand how China’s development successes 
were achieved.

The CPC is the political force that leads China into a respected 
and developed socialist society.

To our Chinese comrades we say congratulations on reaching 
this milestone. May your successes multiply in the long 
road to socialism, communism and a shared future for all 
humankind.

Long live Marxism-Leninism!

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Long live the glorious Communist Party of China!

International Department 
Communist Party of Australia

1 July 2026

J H

China has released their fifth National 
Human Rights Action Plan covering 
2026-2030. Released at opening of the 
2026 Forum on Global Human Rights 
Governance, this plan shows China’s 
fundamentally different approach to 
human rights to that of the West’s. 

As the paper explains, China sees “the 
rights to subsistence and development as 
the foremost among all basic human rights.” 

China recognises the thing that matters 
most to people is that they can have a roof 
over their head and food on their plate.

Alongside seeing economic well-being as 

the fundamental right, the plan also shows 
China’s practical approach to human rights. 
In the West we see lofty yet vague statements 
about protecting human rights but we see 
far fewer actual policies being put out which 
aim to do so. 

Instead, this plan extensively outlines 
the specific plans and programs which 
China will implement or improve over the 
next five years. For instance, it explicitly 
outlines how the Chinese government will 
renovate 500,000 dilapidated or old prop-
erties or how China will implement greater 
rules and measures to protect against digital 
identity theft.

Amongst the plan’s eight sections 

covering economic and social rights, civil 
rights, the rights of minorities and women, 
there is a section dedicated to environmen-
tal protections. In the West this inclusion of 
environmental rights within a plan explicitly 
focused on human rights might seem strange. 
But China recognises that environmental 
rights and protections are human rights. A 
safe and healthy environment means a safe 
and healthy society. This section ties back to 
China’s broader recognition that ensuring a 
good life for its people is the most important 
of human rights.

The plan’s seventh section is dedicated 
to China’s efforts to promote and support 
human rights on the international scale. 

China’s goal is to not limit itself to just the 
improvements of its own system but to 
provide all-round meaningful development. 

China’s approach to rights is not a static 
unchanging conception of human rights 
which laws and governance must dogmatically 
follow. As wants and needs evolve China’s 
infrastructure for human rights protection 
likewise needs to improve and be modified. 
This can be seen in China’s plans to experi-
ment with the use of emerging technologies 
to understand evolving demands and develop 
changes to systems of governance.
The full text of the Human Rights Action Plan 
can be found at en.qstheory.cn  

China’s action plan for human rights

Ramiro Valdés Menéndez. 
Photo: Ricardo López Hevia 

– oncubanews.com

Vale Commander Ramiro Valdés
The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) mourns the passing 
of Ramiro Valdés Menéndez, Commander and hero of the 
Cuban Revolution.

Commander Valdés fought alongside Fidel in the storming 
of the Moncada Barracks in 1953, which sparked the Cuban 
Revolution. The date of the Moncada event spawned the July 
26 Movement, M-26-7, which forever changed revolutionary 
history and inspires revolutionaries worldwide to this day.

Valdés was a great proletarian revolutionary, who lived a 
full life in devotion to the Cuban Revolution and the cause 
of socialist construction.

The CPA extends its condolences message to his family, 
comrades and friends.

Cuba is strong. Cuba is not alone. Cuba will prevail.

Eternal glory to comrade Ramiro Valdés Menéndez!

Communist Party of Australia 
Central Committee 
International Department

22 June 2026
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Che Guevara in Gaza
With the recent celebration of Ernesto 
Che Guevara’s birthday, and the atroc-
ities in Gaza perpetuated by the IDF, it 
is worth remembering Guevara’s visit 

to the Gaza Strip in 1959, at the invi-
tation of Egyptian President Gamal 
Abdel Nasser. Following the Cuban 
Revolution Cuba wanted to show its 
solidarity with the Arab and Palestin-
ian national liberation movements. 

Guevara’s visit reflected the emerging 
alliance between revolutionary Cuba and 
anti-imperialist movements throughout 
the Global South. His visit transformed the 
Gaza Strip into an important international 
anti-colonial struggle before the world’s 
press. Cuba gave scholarships to Palestinian 
students, granted citizenship to stranded 
Palestinians and held conferences in sup-
port of Palestine. 

Guevara, dressed in military fatigues, was 
received as a hero when he toured the Al-Bu-
raij, Al-Shati, and other Palestinian refugee 
camps. After his visit to the Al-Shati refugee 

camp in Gaza City, the young Mohammed 
Al-Aswad was inspired to adopt the nom de 
guerre ‘Guevara of Gaza.’ He joined guerilla 
operations against the Israeli military’s 
occupation of Gaza after the 1967 Six-Day 
War. He went on to lead the As-Sai’qa, the 
vanguard for the Popular Liberation War, a 
Baathist faction and a member of the PLO. 

The Gaza Strip developed a unique 
sub-culture within Palestinian society. Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe Dayan famously 
said, “We run Gaza by day, and Guevara and 
his comrades run it at night.” Al-Aswad was 
a Marxist who promoted the resistance nar-
rative and inspired many of Hamas’s early 
leaders. In 1992 Gaza was such a problem 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said, “I 
wish I could wake up one day and find that 
Gaza has sunk into the sea.”

Guevara’s visit is remembered today 

by the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine as an important symbol of interna-
tional solidarity and anti-colonial struggle. 
His image appears on posters, murals, and 
in commemorative events, and his writings 
on guerilla warfare continue to be studied 
by activists. In Latin America and interna-
tional solidarity movements, Guevara’s visit 
is remembered as Cuba’s commitment to 
the interconnected struggles against coloni-
alism and imperialism. Guevara remains a 
symbol of Cuban-Palestinian solidarity and 
Third World revolutionary movements. For 
Palestinian activists, he remains a source 
of inspiration, and an icon of rebellion and 
resistance.

Graham Holton

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

www.cpa.org.au

Book Review:

A Short 
History of 
the Gaza 

Strip
by Anne Irfan

Reviewer: Graham Holton
This book is a good introductory study, that 
is concise and well researched. It provides 
a solid introduction to understanding why 
the Gaza Strip became a central issue in 
Middle Eastern politics. Irfan centres the 
narrative around decisive moments begin-
ning with the 1948 Arab-Israeli war and the 
Nakba which resulted in the mass influx of 
Palestinian refugees into Gaza. 

Irfan describes in detail the violence and dehu-
manising existence of the Palestinians. Hekmat 
al-Taweel recalled the influx into Gaza during the 
Nakba: “They were so tired, so they slept in the 
streets ... Gaza was full of tents.”

This section is followed by the Egyptian years, 
the continuing Israeli occupation, the First Intifada, 
and the Oslo Accords. Izzeldin Abuelash described 
life in the refugee camps: “We were usually barefoot, 
flea-bitten and hungry.” Even under such conditions 
Irfan shows a society with its own political culture, 
economy, and social life.

Hamas was founded in 1987. Palestinians had 
faced decades of occupation, displacement, failed 
diplomacy, deprivation, economic devastation, 
hunger and killings. On 7 October 2023 Hamas’ 
Nukhba fighters launched the worst attack in Isra-
el’s history, killing 1,195 Israelis and taking 251 
hostages. Israel immediately responded by laying 
siege to Gaza. 

On 9 October Israeli Defence Minister, Yoav 
Gallant, said to Israeli soldiers: “I have removed all 
restraints ... Gaza will not return to what it was ... 
Hamas won’t be there. We will destroy everything.” 
President Isaac Herzog told a press conference: “The 
entire nation is responsible.” The Israeli government 
released a video proclaiming “there are no innocent 
civilians in Gaza.” 

Over the following months the IDF massacred 
tens of thousands of Palestinians in Gaza. Irfan 
argues that understanding the historical causes 
does not justify the level of violence from either 
side. The violence continues, many calling it harb 
al-ibada (‘the war of genocide’). 

Irfan provides little on the PLO’s activities under 
Yasser Arafat. Che Guevara visited Gaza in 1959, but 
Irfan does not look at the international impact, the 
inspiration, solidarity and assistance given by Cuba, 
which consistently supported Palestinian resolu-
tions at the United Nations. There is little mention 
of the assistance given by Marxist and Communist 
organisations such as the Palestinian Communist 
Party, Palestinian People’s Party, Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, and the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine. Palestinians 
were never isolated internationally. 

4 out of 5 stars.  



Guardian� 29 June 2026   11

Reviewer: Graham Holton
Che: Part One: The Argentine — 
the Cuban Revolution (2008) by 
director Steven Soderbergh

There have been a number 
of films about Ernesto ‘Che’ 
Guevara such as The Motorcycle 
Diaries (2004) and the deeply 
terrible Che! (1969), with Egyp-
tian actor Omar Sharif as Che 
Guevara. Guevara is usually 
portrayed as a young idealist, 
a revolutionary commander in 
Sierra Maestra, or sometimes as 
a famous global political icon. 
The film Che: Part One, by direc-
tor Steven Soderbergh, shows 
the real side of a revolutionary 
who fought to overthrow the 
brutal dictatorship of Fulgen-
cio Batista. 

Soderbergh, best known for Erin 
Brockovich, focuses on the day-to-day 
realities of revolutionary warfare, 

portraying the mechanics of revo-
lution in a documentary-style with 
realistic battle scenes, rather than 
relying on dramatic spectacles. In 
doing so Soderbergh shows a different 
side of Che: the military strategist who 
endures asthma attacks through dis-
cipline; the two-year marches through 
rugged terrain with its shortage of 
food and medicine; while politically 
educating and medically assisting 
the people he encounters. Benicio 
del Toro portrays Che as intelligent, 
resolute and restrained, not as a the-
atrical persona.

The film is adapted from Che 
Guevara’s Reminiscences of the 
Cuban Revolutionary War, and 
uses firsthand accounts to further 
its reality. Soderbergh juxtaposes his 
colour scenes depicting the Cuban 
Revolution with black-and-white 
footage showing Che’s 1964 visit to 
the United Nations and interviews 
with journalists. The director thereby 
creates the contrast between the real 

revolutionary with Che’s later status 
as an international political figure. 

Viewers wanting a fast-paced 
biopic will find its slow pace chal-
lenging. Those interested in Latin 
American guerilla movements will 
find it rewarding. The film remains 
politically controversial, as it presents 
Che’s revolutionary zeal with sympa-
thy, without offering judgement of 
the man or his actions. Critics have 
complained that the film does not 
address the ‘darker’ aspects of Che’s 
legacy while supporters of the film 
praised it for its accurate historical 
portrayal. Soderbergh himself said the 
film was “trying to give you a sense 
of what it was like to hang out with 
this person.” 

The re-release of the film is timely, 
as Cuba faces immense pressures from 
the US oil blockade and sanctions. 

5 out of 5 red stars.
Che: Part One is now streaming on 
SBS On Demand  

Reviewer: Sam Ryan

Western imperialism has a 
long history in the Philippines. 
Hundreds of years of Spanish col-
onisation, beginning in the 1500s, 
culminated in the Spanish-Ameri-
can War in 1897. The first attempt 
to declare the Philippine Republic 
in 1899 was followed by the Philip-
pine-American War (1899–1902), 
then American control, Japanese 
occupation during World War 
II, and eventual independence 
in 1946.

This history of subjugation, and the 
subversion and trauma it elicits, is so 
complex that any linear narrative san-
itises and abstracts it to the point that 
it becomes meaningless.  Detailed as a 
simple timeline, it is as if the writer is 
outlining geological epochs. Missing is 
the human toll, the centuries of cultural 
mutilation, the violence and political 
interference, and the dysfunctional, 
corrupt politics this long history leaves 
in its wake.

Glenn Diaz is keenly aware of the 
sanitising nature of linear histories. His 
award-winning novel Yñiga resists that 
approach. It is composed as a series of 
disjointed scenes, jumping around in 
time within chapters, and sometimes 
within paragraphs, to capture the 
essence of memory and trauma.

The novel tells the fragmented 
story of Yñiga Calinauan, who returns 
to her hometown, where she is forced 
to re-engage with her family history. It 
begins with the arrest of a retired gen-
eral, who has been hiding out in Yñiga’s 
neighbourhood in Manila.

After the arrest, the neighbourhood 
is set alight. There is suspicion among 
the neighbours. Was the fire caused by 
a forgotten cigarette? Did it have some-
thing to do with the general’s arrest? Did 
Yñiga tip off the authorities and bring 
on the wrath of whatever corruption 
supported the general?

Regardless of the motivation, 
Yñiga is made homeless. Arriving in 
her childhood town, she reunites with 
her sister and a helper, Marco, who is 
later revealed to be her half-brother. 
Marco is organising a protest against 
a new power plant, taking after his and 

Yñiga’s activist father, who had been 
‘disappeared’ under the corrupt and 
dictatorial regime of Ferdinand Marcos. 
After Marco and Yñiga participate in the 
protest, Marco is kidnapped.

Throughout the novel, there are 
flashbacks to interviews between Yñiga 
and a man who is writing a biography 
of Yñiga’s father. We never get the 
exact reasons for the biography, or the 
biographer’s motivation. But Yñiga is 
suspicious throughout the process, ques-
tioning her father’s disappearance and 
noticing details about the biographer 
that link him to the army.

There are suggestions of sex in 
each of the scenes with Yñiga and the 
biographer, intermixed with flashbacks 
to sexual encounters with a previous 
lover, Diego. There is an ambiguity 
that declines as the novel progresses 
– was Yñiga having an affair with the 
biographer or Diego, or both? Why?

The novel is laced with references to 
specific CIA operations, such as the psy-
chological warfare intended to quell the 
Hukbalahap ‘Huk’ Rebellion (1946–54) 
in the early years of independence, the 
lie the CIA put out that MSG makes you 
sleepy, and many others.

There are also references to Span-
ish colonisation, represented by the 
lighthouses whose construction began 
at the end of Spanish rule and contin-
ued under the Americans. The signs 
of neocolonialism are evident in the 
ubiquitous presence of Coca-Cola and 
the fact that Yñiga earns money writing 
essays for lazy Western undergraduates. 
The deadline for a paper on the CIA 
in Southeast Asia looms over the text.

AN ALLEGORY OF 
RESISTANCE

The novel jumps between minor 
and major storylines: the protest, the 
subsequent arrests, incidents before the 
neighbourhood fire, Yñiga’s encounters 
with the biographer.

Towards the end, while she is pam-
phleting for a sit-in in response to the 
arrest of her comrades, Yñiga runs into a 
boatman she met earlier in the narrative. 
As she recounts the reasons for protest 
and the long list of incidents that led to 
the arrests, she is overwhelmed. When 

she reflects on her factual recounting, 
she notices “the storyline sounded 
almost clinical, academic, defanged 
of the pain and wretched violence to 
which it tried to give shape.”

Although the novel ends on a some-
what hopeful note, a close reading 
reveals Yñiga’s suspicion of the futility 
to her struggle, and perhaps the wider 
struggle of resistance in the Philippines.

In the final chapter, the story flashes 
back to an incident in Yñiga’s childhood 
when she was forced to play the tradi-
tional Filipino game of hampas-palayok, 
which has its origins in the Spanish 
piñata. The adults push her into the 
square where the claypot piñata hangs. 
She swings and turns, missing the pot 
each time, egged on by the adults. 
When her blindfold is taken off, a mass 
of laughter comes up from the crowd. 
She is embarrassed and ashamed at 
“the feeling of maniacally swinging a 
wooden bat in the laughing wind.”

The scene reads as an allegory of 
the resistance. Yñiga is playing a game 
introduced by the Spanish, blindfolded, 
too young to possess the coordination 
to be done with the claypot, turned 
in every direction by her community, 
swinging her bat and missing. There is 
hope in the sections that follow, which 
is necessary for any useful writing about 
political struggles. Yet I can’t help but 
feel that Diaz could have ended the 
novel with Yñiga’s rumination on the 
laughing wind.

I am taken aback at the force of 
Yñiga. I have focused on its political 
aspects, but its artistry is in its compo-
sition. Rarely is this kind of disjointed 
technique deployed to meaningful effect 
in contemporary literature, where it 
often reads as an unnecessary reaching 
for some kind of artificial cultural value. 
In Yñiga, Diaz gives readers a glimpse 
into his country’s history in the only 
way that would do it justice.

Well done to the publisher, Pink 
Shorts Press, for bringing this power-
ful novel to Australia, a country that 
refuses to reckon with its own vicious 
colonial past and its complicity in the 
USA’s global crusade of political inter-
ference and oppression. It’s important 
that these stories are told, and told well. 
Third World Resurgence  

del Toro portrays Che as intelligent, 
resolute, and restrained

Book Review: Yñiga by Glenn Diaz

Worth Streaming: Che: Part 1

The novel is 
laced with 

references to 
CIA operations
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Robert Inlakesh

The Israeli-US plot to inflict “regime 
change” upon Iran has been turned 
into a strategic failure of historic pro-
portions – in the end, Washington 
and Tel Aviv were forced to confront 
the reality. The newly signed Memo-
randum of Understanding is either 
a gateway to a final deal or simply 
another strategy to buy time. 

Forty days of all-out war, followed by two 
months of dead-end negotiations, led to two 
final options: Submit to a deal that works 
heavily in Iran’s favour or keep on fighting 
until the end. What ultimately comes of this 
equation will completely reshape West Asia 
and perhaps geopolitics globally.

US President Donald Trump had tried 
every single avenue to pressure the Islamic 
Republic of Iran into surrender. He suddenly 
found himself in a new phase where the 
walls were closing in and decided to make 
a diplomatic move. The Iranians managed 
to reunite their allied fronts across the 
region, taking de facto ownership of the 
Strait of Hormuz, while proving they can 
fight the world’s top military superpower 
to a standstill.

The rhetoric coming from the White 
House was like hearing a radio broadcast 
from a parallel universe. According to 
Trump, Iran was defeated all the way back 
in March, its military is destroyed, nobody 

knows who is running the country, it has no 
air defences, no missiles left, no navy, and 
is on the verge of collapse. Quite frankly, 
nobody bought his nonsensical ramblings.

Beneath the egotistical exterior is a 
system that was running out of gas and 
whose operator was in panic. 

In order to accurately assess the situa-
tion, we have to factor in precisely why the 
US leader is managing this war so incredibly 
poorly. The Trump administration is not 
composed of competent and experienced 
individuals; it’s a who’s who of Israeli Lobby 
shills and hardline fanatics – a tech billion-
aire’s dream administration. While the Israeli 
Lobby and other lobby groups have for long 
had sway over American presidents and 
foreign policy, it has never been this severe.

Donald Trump exemplifies this through 
his total incompetence and constant inabil-
ity to say no to the Israelis when it matters 
the most. There is, after all, a reason why 
no other US president agreed to go to war 
with the Islamic Republic upon the request 
of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, even when Iran was far less prepared 
for it militarily.

Finding out the hard way, the US presi-
dent found himself caught in a quagmire. If 
he escalated the war, then the entire region 
would go up in flames, but if he backed 
out, he would face the wrath of the same 
billionaire class that put him in power to 
begin with.

The Zionist regime can’t defeat the Ira-
nians alone, nor does it believe that the US 
will defeat Tehran conventionally. Yet, the 
Israeli leadership does not want to give up, 
for if they fail, the Iranians will become the 
dominant regional power and the “Greater 
Israel Project” will not be able to succeed.

Therefore, they are only really left with 
two options, both involving the United 
States: The first is a fight to the death that 
could go so far that nuclear weapons become 
involved; the second is a large-scale attack 
on Iranian infrastructure.

The second option is more likely to be 
favoured by the Israelis and its goal will 
be to continue battering Iranian civilian 
infrastructure until the Israelis can’t take 
the punishment coming back its way any 
longer. For the US, this would represent 
a catastrophe, because the Iranians have 
long pledged to wipe out the entire region’s 
oil and gas infrastructure, even going after 
water desalination and power plants if it 
comes down to it.

For Washington, this means their Gulf 
allies will be destroyed. Keep in mind 
that the Trump administration previously 
bragged about the alleged trillion that the 
Gulf Arab States had pledged to invest in the 
United States. All of that is gone overnight, 
and a global economic meltdown would be 
underway. Trump personally has a lot of 
investments in the Gulf. He would be sac-
rificing those too.

The Israelis, on the other hand, want 
the Arab Gulf States weakened. This is for 
the very same reason they threaten Türkiye 
constantly – they do not want any potential 
competitors. Tel Aviv doesn’t even like other 
regional nations, who are their allies, to get 
the latest US fighter jets. So, the hypothet-
ical annihilation of rich Gulf States doesn’t 
likely bother them at all.

As long as the primary goal is achieved, 
they will be happy. They want a weakened 
and battered Iran, an Islamic Republic that 
is susceptible to future colour revolutions, 
one that can no longer impose deterrence 
equations. But the Americans were facing 
an economic tidal wave and had no good 
options in front of them.

If a deal is signed on the terms of the 
Iranians as a result of the MoU, the Israelis 
have been strategically defeated. The war 
that began on 7 October 2023, would have 
been completely lost for them, and they will 
only have two options available to them: 
try to linger on and delay the inevitable 
implosion of their expansionist project, or 
sign a deal with the Palestinians in order 
to allow for a State of Palestine to come 
into existence. Realistically, the so-called 
“Two-State solution” is Israel’s only hope 
of long-term survival. All of this assumes 
they won’t simply blow the deal up before 
it can come to fruition.
Al Mayadeen  

OP-Ed: Iran v US/Israel,  
why the MOU?

Leaders of the Group of Seven 
Western nations pledged at 
the end of their summit in 
the French town of Evian-
les-Bains to provide more air 
defence systems to Ukraine 
and to increase pressure on 
the Russian economy.

In a statement  the leaders said 
they stood “united in our unwaver-
ing support for Ukraine.”

“To support and accelerate 
this new momentum, we agree to 
increase the delivery of air defence 
capacities, additional systems 
and interceptors, and long-range 
capabilities.”

The bloc, which includes Brit-
ain, Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, the United States and 
the European Union, said it was 
“ready to consider extending to 

Ukraine the benefit of licenses to 
allow for an increase in Ukraine’s 
military production.”

Ukranian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy  has been press-
ing allies for more than a year to 
allow Ukraine to produce its own 
interceptors because of a shortage 
of US anti-ballistic systems and 
interceptors.

The G7 said that following the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between the US and Iran 
to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, 
sanctions could be strengthened 
on Russian oil and gas.

The statement said the bloc 
would strengthen sanctions against 
Russia “including those on the 
oil and gas sectors,” as President 
Trump has “delivered a deal that 
we support in reopening the Strait 
of Hormuz.”

President Trump said that 
“Russia should make a deal.”

He took the opportunity to 
again claim: “I settled eight wars. 
This was the one I thought was 
going to be the easiest to settle.”

Trump’s claim to have ended 
eight wars has been widely dis-
puted. His claim to have “settled” 

the war the US and Israel started 
with Iran is also contentious. At 
time of writing, Iran claims to have 
closed the Strait of Hormuz again, 
while two of the participants in the 
war, Israel and Hezbollah, are not 
party to the MOU. The memoran-
dum includes a clear demand from 
Iran that the territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of Lebanon be ensured.
Morning Star/ Guardian – The 
Workers’ Weekly  

G7 pledges more weapons and sanctions

Petrus Umlimi

Recently there have been demonstrations 
in South Africa calling for forcible repatri-
ation of illegal migrants, as well as widely 
reported attacks on migrants from Malawi 
and Mozambique.

 After a recent address by President Cyril Rama-
phosa on migration and illegal immigration, the South 
African Communist Party (SACP) has made a clear 
statement on the issue.

While the SACP supports a controlled migration 
program, it has stated that “the deeper roots of the 
crisis lie in unemployment, poverty, inequality, uneven 
development, deindustrialisation, weak local produc-
tion, poor spatial planning, criminality, corruption 
and the continued domination of the economy by 

monopoly capital.”  Accordingly, the SACP argues that 
the real problem of South Africa is not the presence 
of migrants, but capitalist exploitation of vulnerable 
labour, whether South African or foreign.  

The SACP connects migration pressures to “war, 
poverty, underdevelopment, imperialist extraction, 
climate stress and uneven development.” The party 
is calling on the South African government to work 
with the Southern African Development Community, a 
regional economic alliance of 16 African member states, 
as well as with the African Union and neighbouring 
countries to address the causes of forced migration. 

The real enemy, the SACP says, is “ the employer 
who exploits undocumented labour, the corrupt offi-
cial who sells documents, the criminal syndicate that 
profits from desperation, and the capitalist system that 
produces unemployment and poverty.”  

‘Workers and migrants  
must not be turned  
against each other’

South African Communist Party  
speaks up on migration
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At its 31st session, the People’s 
Council of Hanoi has approved 
a resolution endorsing the 
core contents of the capital’s 
Master Plan with a 100-year 
vision.

The plan is described as a 
historic policy decision that will 
shape Hà Nội’s development as 
a capital of culture, identity, and 
creativity, restructuring the city 
under a multi-polar, multi-centre 
and multi-layered urban model.

It aims to build a capital that 
is cultured, civilised, and modern, 
with bright green, clean and beau-
tiful urban spaces that are resilient 
to climate change.

Permanent Deputy Chairman 
of the Hanoi People’s Committee 
Dương Đức Tuấn said the new 
master plan sets out to position 
the capital not only as the nation’s 
political and administrative centre, 
but also as a central growth pole 
capable of creating development 
space and momentum, targeting 
double-digit growth over the long 
term. The plan has a vision that 
extends 100 years and beyond.

The ambition is for the city to 
take on its role as the capital of a 
high-income country with a social-
ist orientation, while serving as a 
driver for development across the 
Red River Delta, the capital region, 

the northern key economic zone 
and the country as a whole.

These adjustments are also 
intended to align with organisa-
tional restructuring, administrative 
boundary changes, the implementa-
tion of a two-tier local government 
model and consistency with the 
National Master Plan, the Red River 
Delta regional plan, inter-provin-
cial connectivity and sectoral and 
thematic planning frameworks.

Strategically, the master plan 
shifts from a 2065 outlook to a 
long-term orientation extending 
past 2100, effectively setting a 
100-year vision.
Vietnam News  

POLAND: Polish President Karol Nawrocki has stripped 
Ukrainian President Zelensky of Poland’s highest state order, 
the Order of the White Eagle. The decision followed escalat-
ing tensions between Ukraine and Poland over Zelensky’s 
naming a special operations unit after the “Heroes of UPA.” 
The name referred to the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), 
the armed wing of the Organisation of Ukrainian Nationalists 
(OUN) that savagely massacred at least 100,000 Polish cit-
izens in Western Ukraine during WW2. Zelensky responded 
by posting a photo of the award along with a completed mail-
ing form for shipment to Warsaw. Leszek Miller, an ex-Polish 
PM, commented on the diplomatic spat: “Since everyone is so 
eager to return what they received, let them return the MIGs 
they received, the tanks and the weapons.”

THE NETHERLANDS: A Dutch newspaper revealed that the 
Dutch army is testing a new prisoner-of-war camp design, 
preparing for the possibility of holding up to 2,000 captured 
Russian soldiers in the event of a large-scale war. 

LAOS: The Secretary General of the Lao People’s Revolu-
tionary Party (LPRP) Central Committee and President of 
Laos, Thongloun Sisoulith has called for continued reforms 
and the streamlining of state organisational structures to cre-
ate a more compact, modern and effective administrative 
system. While praising the work of the Party Central Commit-
tee’s Organisation Committee, the President called for bet-
ter personnel planning, leadership development and effective 
civil service management to strengthen the country’s political 
system. 

SOMALIA: Somalia has warned Israel against meddling in 
Somaliland. The message came after Somaliland opened 
its first overseas embassy in Jerusalem during a state visit 
to Israel by the regional president of the breakaway region. 
Israel is the only state that recognised Somaliland. Israel is 
extremely interested in using the strategic geographic posi-
tion of Somaliland and establishing its military presence there. 
Israel’s Minister of War Katz disclosed that Israel and Somal-
iland maintained extensive security ties for years. “For many 
years, we have cooperated under the radar in a series of 
operations that will remain classified. Now, we are determined 
to take our security cooperation to new horizons,” he said.

COLOMBIA: US-backed, right-wing Abelardo de la Espriella 
has narrowly won Colombia’s tight runoff with 49.65%, defeat-
ing Ivan Cepeda who finished with 48.70% of the vote. De la 
Espriella’s victory received US President Trump’s “complete 
and total endorsement.” During the campaign De la Espri-
ella pledged to end peace talks with dissident armed groups 
that rejected the accord and to launch a 90-day US-backed 
air campaign against them. He also advocated extended gun 
rights, the construction of large-scale prisons, fracking for 
gas, a reduced role for the state, and the dollarisation of the 
economy.

SOUTH AFRICA: Alleging a failure to protect the South Afri-
can minority Afrikaner community, the US has cancelled $400 
million per year (AU$571 million) in aid to fight the spread 
of HIV in South Africa. The government of South Africa has 
rejected wild claims of persecution of white Afrikaners and 
Trump’s talk of a “White Genocide,” and says that it has been 
working on a “self-reliance plan” for some time. The Trump 
Executive Order cancelling the aid also cited South Africa’s 
case against Israel at the International Court of Justice.

INDIA: Supporters of the new Cockroach Janta Party, a Gen 
Z political movement which started as a joke, have taken to 
the streets to demand the resignation of the education minis-
ter. Nearly half of India’s 1.4 billion people are under 25. Fre-
quent problems with exam papers and discrepancies in exam 
scores have caused wide-spread outrage among young peo-
ple. The Cockroach Janta Party has channelled that anger 
and frustration. 
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Hezbollah Secretary-Gen-
eral Sheikh Naim Qassem has 
said that the resistance had 
defeated Israel’s objectives 
in Lebanon and rejected any 
future disarmament initiative.

In reaction to the latest devel-
opments in the region, Qassem 
declared that Israel had failed 
to achieve its objectives in both 
Lebanon and Iran, describing the 
outcome of the recent conflict as 
a major victory for the resistance. 
He rejected any future attempt 
to disarm Hezbollah through 
negotiations.

Qassem congratulated Iran, 
the resistance movements and the 
peoples of the region on what he 
called a “great victory,” praising 
Tehran for linking developments 
in Lebanon to the broader regional 
confrontation and forcing Israel to 
halt its attacks.

He argued that the war’s pri-
mary objective had been to over-
throw the Iranian political system 
and destroy the achievements of 
the Islamic Republic.

“That objective failed and the 
course of events changed,” he said, 
adding that US and Israeli plans for 
Iran had been defeated.

Qassem argued that Israel had 
sought a weak Lebanon since 1948 

in order to occupy and eventually 
absorb it, citing statements by 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu regarding a broader 
regional vision.

“We are not talking about 
expansionist intentions; we are talk-
ing about expansion,” Qassem said.

“We are not talking about 
aggressive intentions; we are talking 
about aggression.”

According to Qassem, the objec-
tive of the war was not merely mil-
itary confrontation with Hezbollah 
but the destruction of a significant 
component of Lebanese society in 
order to facilitate Israeli domination 
over the country.

“The danger is existential,” 
he said.

Qassem maintained that Hez-
bollah had prevented Israel from 
achieving its strategic goals despite 
the heavy cost of the conflict. “We 
broke Israel’s project,” he declared.

“We did not allow it to kill 
us, control our land, settle on it, 
or achieve the project of Greater 
Israel.”

He said the resistance and its 
supporters had paid a heavy price 
while confronting what he described 
as the most dangerous project ever 
directed against Lebanon.

The Hezbollah leader also 

praised the performance of the 
movement’s fighters, describing 
the resistance as “legendary.”

“Had we not stood firm, Leb-
anon would not have remained 
Lebanon after a few years,” he said.

Qassem cited what he described 
as Hezbollah’s battlefield achieve-
ments during the war, saying the 
movement carried out 3,185 opera-
tions, targeted 518 military vehicles 
and engaged dozens of aircraft. He 
said Israeli forces suffered 1,347 
casualties during the fighting.

Turning to diplomacy, Qassem 
insisted that any negotiations with 
Israel must focus solely on issues 
related to security arrangements 
and Israeli withdrawal.

“The ceiling of negotiations is 
mutual security,” he said.

He also delivered one of the 
strongest statements of his speech 
regarding Hezbollah’s weapons, 
saying that “any project under the 
title of disarmament will not pass.”

“Are we supposed to negotiate 
in order to give Israel what it failed 
to obtain through war?”

Qassem called for using the 
current political moment to secure 
a full Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanese territory, the return of 
prisoners and the reconstruction 
of damaged areas.

Referring to Israeli proposals 
for buffer zones and continued 
military deployment, he said:

“There are no experimental 
zones, no safe zones for Israel, no 
yellow zones, no red zones and no 
green zones. Israel must leave, and 
it will leave.”

He stressed that under exist-
ing arrangements the Lebanese 
Army’s deployment south of the 
Litani River remains the relevant 
framework governing security in 
the area.

Despite rejecting disarmament 
proposals, Qassem said Hezbollah 
remained ready to cooperate with 
Lebanese state institutions.

He called on Lebanese politi-
cal leaders to maintain a unified 
national position regarding nego-
tiations with Israel and to keep 
internal political questions separate 
from discussions involving Israeli 
military actions.

Qassem also urged President 
Joseph Aoun and other officials 
to promote dialogue and national 
consensus.

“The resistance is ready to coop-
erate,” he said, adding that Hezbol-
lah had facilitated the deployment 
of the Lebanese Army in southern 
Lebanon.

He rejected direct negotiations 

with Israel, describing them as 
“humiliating dictates under fire.”

IRAN
In a separate development, 

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun 
said Lebanon welcomes assistance 
from any country willing to help 
secure a ceasefire, including Iran.

Aoun’s remarks came after 
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi briefed both the Lebanese 
president and Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Berri on the provisions of the 
US-Iran memorandum, particularly 
those related to Lebanon.

“We are with a ceasefire and 
with any country that helps Leb-
anon, including Iran,” Aoun said.

The president also stressed 
that Lebanon’s negotiating track 
remains independent and cannot 
be tied to any other state, adding 
that any settlement must be reached 
through Lebanon and not at its 
expense.

His comments appeared more 
accommodating toward Iranian dip-
lomatic involvement than some of 
his earlier positions, reflecting the 
growing importance of the US-Iran 
understanding in shaping develop-
ments on the Lebanese front.
Palestine Chronicle  

‘We broke Israel’s project’

Pita Noka

In what could be a sign of 
Japanese politics adopting 
US ‘culture war’ concerns, 
Japan’s ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP) has drafted 
a bill to create a crime of des-
ecrating Japan’s national flag, 
which would punish acts of 
damaging the ‘Hinomaru’ flag. 

The LDP’s draft bill states, “Any 
person who publicly damages, 
removes, or defaces the national 
flag in a manner likely to cause 
significant discomfort or revulsion 
to others shall face up to two years’ 

imprisonment or a fine of up to 
200,000 yen (AU$1770).” Posting 
videos of such acts on social media 
would also incur the same penalties. 

The LDP claims that some 
kind of law is necessary because 
desecrating or damaging Japan’s 
national flag has occurred in the 
past. However, the only examples 
it cites are two incidents that took 
place in 1987 and 2008. The LDP 
also argues that while desecrating 
the insignia or flag of other coun-
tries is illegal, this is not the case 
for the Japanese national flag. The 
purpose of that crime, however, 
is to facilitate smooth diplomatic 

relations. Neither of these points 
can serve as a valid basis for arguing 
that legislation is necessary.

During the pre-war era, Japan’s 
imperial government famously 
banned certain thoughts.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi 
proposed the bill as part of the 
government attempt to turn Japan 
into a “state capable of fighting in 
wars abroad.”

The Japanese Communist Party 
has urged peace-loving Japanese 
people to build a nationwide move-
ment to oppose the legislation.  

Japan to ban flag ‘desecration’

London, United Kingdom: Activists who gained 
access to the widely condemned Great Israeli 
Real Estate Event in London have shared 
photos with Al Jazeera that show property in 
illegal settlements being marketed.

The invite-only event, held at Edgware United 
Synagogue, was part of a roadshow promoting the 
sale of land and property in Israel. In reality, the 
offerings included homes in areas such as Givat Zeev 
and Teneh Omarim in the occupied West Bank, as 
well as settlements in East Jerusalem.

“Exciting new project just 10 minutes from Jeru-
salem!” read a leaflet advertising homes, “some with 
pools!” – in Maale Adumim, a West Bank settlement 
illegal under international law.

Isabel, a member of the Jewish Anti-Zionist Action 
group who spoke to Al Jazeera on condition of ano-
nymity, said that the mood at the fair was peaceful 
and heavily protected, including by plainclothes men 
fitted with body cameras.

She did not hear any participants mention Pal-
estinians, she said, adding that when it came to the 
occupied Palestinian territory, real estate agents spoke 
of “Anglo-communities” where English-speaking 
people from the United States, the UK, and South 
Africa could relocate.

A popular selling point used by real estate agents 
was that due to the war on Gaza, it was a good time 
to buy property in Israel, as prices had dropped and 
they might be willing to offer a discount.

The atmosphere reminded Isabel of the open-
ing week of university with social chatter, stalls and 
strangers pushing flyers at attendees.

“Unlike outside the synagogue, where there was 
lots of protests, it was calm inside with a heavy police 
presence, [security] people even wearing body cams. 
The room was all set up with stalls. On the tables were 
free pens, chocolates.”

When Isabel spoke with representatives from the 
Israeli real estate company Harey Zahav, she was 
shown advertisements for properties in Jerusalem as 
well as Netanya, a resort city in central Israel.

More than 100 British legislators, including 
members of the UK Labour Party, had signed a letter 
urging the government to “uphold its obligations under 
international law” and ensure the event “promoting 
illegal activities does not proceed.” 

Layla Moran, a British MP of Palestinian descent 
and one of the letter’s signatories, described the sales 
as “unacceptable.”
Morning Star  
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Investment (supporting)
The Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry has put out 
a bold roadmap for the state to improve. It’s not about ideology, 
goodness no, but they do want the state to support investment, 
principally by charging them lower taxes, something the Cham-
ber only asks for when necessary or on days with a ‘y’ in the 
name.

Directly (not)
On the all-too-rare occasions when Foreign Minister Pen-
ny Wong, Defence Minister Richard Marles, or PM Anthony 
Albanese are asked sticky questions around the issue of Aus-
tralia supplying Israel with weapons, they have a magic word 
that makes it all better. It’s ‘directly’ with an added negative. 
Australia doesn’t load fighter plane components and explosives 
onto a big ship labelled ‘next stop Israel,’ but we do sell these 
things to Israel indirectly. That must make all the difference to 
the people of Gaza, Lebanon, and Iran. 

Class fight
Communists know what a class is. You’re in one whether you 
like it or not. Your relation to the means of production deter-
mines your class.
Australian politicians and the mainstream media have a differ-
ent idea. Weasellishly used ‘class,’ means you’ve broken the 
unwritten rule of Australian politics – the wealthy must never be 
inconvenienced or even described. Although we should fear-
lessly discuss everything, the idea that classes and class war 
are in the past must never be questioned. If you say otherwise, 
you’re in for an almighty scolding from our mainstream press. 
Now Nine hack Paul Sakkal has described Albanese as get-
ting into a ‘class fight’ over changes to tax law that won’t stop 
anyone who’s already rich from being rich (although paying any 
more tax will annoy them a lot). ‘Fight’ is also weaselly – all 
that’s happening is that the wealthy and their media mates are 
making a lot of noise.

Narratives
Non-weasellishly, this word is useful and inevitable. Narratives 
are just stories about what has happened, and making them is 
as human as getting up in the morning. Because a narrative is 
never totally objective, the term has a weasellish use to cast 
doubt on a point of view. Baird and Bligh the bipartisan bankers 
(see previous Guardians) have asked anyone who can be both-
ered with their National Tax Reform Roadmap to agree to avoid 
‘winner-and-loser narratives.’ 
Given that absolutely every tax decision involves someone 
losing and someone else winning, we might well ask why. It’s 
almost as though B&B don’t want anyone who will lose money 
as a result of their out-of-the-box ideas to complain about it. No, 
they haven’t asked any unions along to the Roadmap – they’re 
not that out of the box. 

Measured 
Jennifer Parker is a defence academic who gets paid to write 
opinion pieces about how good the AUKUS agreement is. 
Lucky old her. She’s had to work overtime recently since we still 
don’t have any actual submarines and despite us giving the US 
and the UK billions to make new ones, will not be getting any 
new ones. 
Parker says that our “partner nations” – meaning the nations 
we’ve given billions to in return for bupkis – are most worried 
about “Australian political will.” 
Having spoken with officials in our partner nations, the con-
cern raised most often is not the US or UK industrial base. It 
is Australian political will. So we should be “measured” in our 
debate. No shouting when you’re pointing out what a garbage 
deal AUKUS is, please.
The “political will” the US and UK are worried about means the 
capacity of our current leaders to ignore the Australian people 
and their actual needs and stick to an obviously awful deal. We 
mean this in the most measured way possible.
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The UN’s top human rights official has issued 
an urgent warning that an imminent offensive 
against El Obeid, the capital of Sudan’s North 
Kordofan state, carries the risk of serious 
international crimes and threatens to deepen 
an already catastrophic humanitarian crisis.

Volker Türk spoke out following reports of a 
significant build-up of Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
militia and allied troops around the city, accompanied 
by drone strikes and artillery shelling. 

Sudan has been engulfed in war since April 2023, 
when fighting erupted between the formerly allied 
Sudanese Armed Forces and the RSF, plunging one of 
Africa’s largest countries into a conflict that has become 
one of the world’s worst humanitarian emergencies. 

The war has displaced more than 13 million people 
internally and driven millions more to the brink of 
famine, with humanitarian access severely constrained 
across much of the country.

Dozens of drone strikes have hit El Obeid recently 
particularly targeting fuel stations and trucks, killing 
civilians and cutting off access to basic services.

“The imminent offensive against El Obeid risks 
commission of serious international crimes and deep-
ens the catastrophic impact on an already beleaguered 
civilian population,” Türk said. 

“The states with influence have the duty to exercise 
it now to stop this madness in its tracks.” 

El Obeid’s population has endured siege-like con-
ditions for more than 18 months. 

Türk drew a direct parallel with atrocities docu-
mented in El Fasher and the Zamzam displacement 
camp in North Darfur last year, warning that the 
same pattern was now unfolding in North Kordofan.  

“We have seen this playbook before,” he said. “We 
cannot allow the repeat of the preventable atrocities we 
documented in El Fasher and Zamzam IDP [internally 
displaced persons] camp in North Darfur last year.”

The High Commissioner also urged all parties 
to ensure the safe movement of civilians who have 
repeatedly been forced to flee violence in search of 
basic services. 

UN chief Guterres underscored that humanitari-
ans are continuing to provide aid across the Kordofan 
region, “despite the deteriorating security situation.” 

“The Secretary-General stresses that humanitar-
ian workers and supplies must be able to move safely. 
Humanitarian operations must be protected and 
facilitated. El Obeid is a crucial hub for humanitarian 
response efforts across the broader Kordofan region.”
United Nations  
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The US fuel blockade on Cuba is 
increasing the risk of the next global 
pandemic, experts, and campaigners 
have warned.

World-class vaccine research that pro-
duced three COVID vaccines is grinding to 
a halt as 20-hour blackouts continue to grip 
the island. 

US President Donald Trump imposed 
his brutal blockade in late January in a bid 
to topple its socialist government.

Any country that intervenes faces sanc-
tions. Child mortality – once lower than in 
the US – has more than doubled with nearly 
every facet of life in Cuba affected.

British union Unison demanded more 
from UK Labour as delegates heard inva-
sion fears are mounting following the US 
humiliation by Iran.

Speaking at the union’s conference, 
Cuban health chief Dr Mitchell Valdes-Sosa 
warned that the US vendetta is putting lives 
across the world at risk of the next pandemic.

The director of the Cuban Centre for 
Neuroscience said “Even for vaccine devel-
opment we really have to shop around and 
use all our imagination to bypass the blocks 
that the US has put in place. 

“COVID really underlined an idea that 
world connectivity – planes going every-
where, ships – that anything that starts in 
one country can spill over to the whole world. 

“That is very clear with COVID. The 
thing is that getting vaccines to under-served 
countries, countries that don’t have resources 
is a very important task that is sometimes 
left aside.

“Cuban vaccines are inexpensive, well 
made, safe with the latest advances in bio-
technology, but US sanctions try to discourage 
the use of Cuban products.”

Cuba made and sent three COVID vac-
cines to the poorest parts of the world that 
couldn’t afford Big Pharma prices during 
the pandemic.

That wasn’t Cuba’s first contribution to 
global health. In 1989, it quickly developed 
a meningitis B vaccine after an epidemic on 

the island killed children. The jab went on to 
save Brazilian youngsters when the disease 
broke out there just months later and was 
then supplied to the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) for bouts in sub-Saharan Africa 
when “Big Pharma was not interested,” said 
Dr Valdes-Sosa.

“So Cuba has a lot to contribute to the 
world and instead of persecuting Cuban 
biotechnology, medicine and people, what 
the US should do is collaborate,” he said.  
“It will save not only lives in Cuba, but lives 
around the world.

“When they force countries that were 
working with Cuba to take medicines to 
the poorest areas with medical brigades, to 
break off collaboration with Cuba they are 
putting in jeopardy the lives of people in 
those poorest areas. They don’t care.”

UK Labour MP Jon Trickett said: “Cuba 
developed one of the finest health systems 
in the world. But the crazy man who lives in 
the White House is deliberately raising the 
stakes with the blockade as it hits Cuba’s 
healthcare. 

“It is an act of unjustified and immoral 
aggression. All progressives should raise 
their voices and act in solidarity with the 
people of Cuba.”

Fellow backbencher Richard Burgon MP 
said: “Donald Trump’s siege on Cuba is not 
just a threat to the Cuban people – it risks 
harming the whole world. 

“Cuba has shown that international soli-
darity saves lives: its doctors and its COVID 
vaccines, developed on Cuban soil, helped 
protect millions of people across the globe 
during the pandemic and saved thousands 
of lives.”

Communist Party of Britain general sec-
retary Alex Gordon warned the illegal and 
immoral US blockade of Cuba “is a death sen-
tence for millions far beyond Cuba’s shores. 

“The US blockade on Cuba is a war on 
the peoples of the whole world and a crime 
against humanity.”

He urged the public to support the Cuba 
Vive appeal. The appeal has raised almost 

£480,000 in two years (just under AU$1 
million). 

Delegates passed a motion calling 
on the government to vote against the 
blockade at the UN and press the US to 
normalise its Cuba relations and end its 
sanctions.

A spokesperson for British left group 
Momentum said “The brutal US fuel blockade 
is strangling Cuba’s economy and crippling 
its healthcare system.

“It’s up to MPs, trade unionists and 
activists to continue to speak up and demand 
an immediate end to this collective punish-
ment, ensuring Cuba’s doctors have access 
to basic resources and world-class research 
to save lives.”

The World Health Organisation added 
Disease X – the placeholder name given 
to the next pandemic – to its research and 
development priority list in 2018. It urged 
the global health community to improve 
co-ordination, establishing global agree-
ments and research protocols so countries 
can respond within 100 days of identifying a 
new pathogen. Without US sanctions, Cuba 
could be making a much greater contribution 
to battling that pathogen.
Morning Star (edited for space)
(Australian readers are urged to contact their 
local Australia Cuba Friendship Society to 
donate to the ACFS campaign to raise funds 
for solar power for Cuban schools.)  

Trump’s siege of Cuba  
‘harming the whole world’

Party President Vinnie Molina getting his COVID booster in Cuba, 2022.

Cuba announces new economic policies
Graham Holton

The Communist Party of Cuba has announced an 
emergency economic plan that has been unan-
imously approved by the National Assembly of 
People’s Power. Prime Minister Manuel Mar-
rero Cruz asserted that the market can serve 
as an “instrument for the efficient allocation of 
resources.” President Miguel Díaz-Canel said that 
Cuba “cannot continue on its current course ... 
there is no sovereignty with empty plates.”

This shift expands the role of private enterprise and 
reduces the reliance on the state. The government insists 
that the objective is not capitalism, but a “socialist market 
economy” adapted to current realities. Supporters of the 
reforms say it is necessary to preserve socialism under 
difficult circumstances rather than abandon it. Even so, 
this is the biggest change to Cuba’s socialist model since 
the 1959 Revolution. 

The reforms have been introduced amid severe 

shortages, inflation, electricity blackouts, and falling pro-
ductivity. Trump has threatened a US military intervention 
and demanded changes to Cuba’s economic model before 
the oil blockade is lifted. The Trump administration is 
continuing to apply economic and political pressure. The 
illegal oil blockade and the strict sanctions have created 
great hardship to the Cuban people, who face acute short-
ages of medicine and food, and cancelled surgeries. 

The 176 economic measures include the expansion of 
the private sector, allowing entrepreneurs to own multiple 
businesses and employ more than 100 workers. Private 
and foreign investors will be allowed to purchase shares 
in state enterprises, with some state firms becoming 
shareholding companies. More sectors will be opened to 
foreign investment. 

Universal subsidies are being progressively replaced 
with targeted assistance for vulnerable groups. Agricultural 
reforms include long-term usufruct rights over land and 
expanded powers for cooperatives to engage in foreign 
trade and obtain financing. 

Cuban-American political scientist Luis Carlos Battista 
said that “the state monopoly on foreign trade and the 
centralisation of productive forces, have been disman-
tled.” The changes have been compared to the reforms 
introduced in China after 1978 and in Vietnam under 
Đổi Mới in 1986. Cuban president Miguel Canel-Díaz 
mentioned China and Vietnam in his speech introducing 
the new policies. 

Interviews in Havana found that many residents have 
a ‘wait-and-see’ attitude. After repeated economic crises, 
many Cubans want reforms that will lead to reliable electric-
ity, guaranteed food supplies, and higher living standards. 

The US will continue to illegally blockade and sanction 
Cuba, regardless of lives lost and the suffering of the Cuban 
people. The US State Department has labelled the measures 
“superficial smoke signals” and the Trump administra-
tion demanded “more substantial economic and political 
reforms.” Unless the US removes its sanctions and the oil 
blockade these measures will have limited impact on the 
widespread blackouts and food supplies.


