
Peter Farmer

Gaza has slipped from the headlines 
of most mainstream media outlets, 
but the killing continues and the after-
math of previous assaults is ongoing. 

ORPHANS
Since Israel began the offensive in Octo-

ber 2023, 60,737 minors have been orphaned. 
That figure includes 52,095 minors who lost 
their father, 5,929 children who lost their 
mother, and 2,713 children who have been 
left completely orphaned.

Aid workers have learned the grisly short-
hand for injured orphans WCNSF, standing 
for ‘wounded child, no surviving family.’ 

It’s extremely difficult to keep track of 
children separated from their families in 
Gaza, due to the long list of bombings and 
evacuation orders since 2023. Gaza has been 
recorded as having the highest rate of child 
amputations in any modern conflict. 

According to United Nations Children’s 
Fund UNICEF, 22,000 children have been 
killed since October 2023, with tens of thou-
sands more injured, many with life-changing 
injuries. 

That should come as no surprise. The 
deputy speaker of Israel’s parliament, the 
Knesset, has said that “every child born 
there (in Gaza) is already a terrorist, from 
the moment of his birth.” As lawyer Michael 
Bradley has written, Israel considers Pales-
tinian children fair game.

AID
The Israeli war on aid workers continues. 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) which provides aid to Palestini-
ans across the Middle East has reported that 
between 7 October 2023 and 24 July 2026, 
393 of its workers were killed in Gaza. That 
includes 393 UNRWA staff and 82 people 
who were supporting them. 

‘CEASEFIRE’
Since the ceasefire supposedly took 

effect in October 2025, Zionist forces have 
killed at least 1,209 people. The death toll, 
however, has reached at least 73,335 since 
October 2023.

US President Donald Trump announced 
on 31 July that the ‘Board of Peace’ had 
reached what he described as a “historic 
agreement” for the complete disarmament of 

Hamas and all other armed groups in Gaza, 
calling it a major milestone in implement-
ing the so-called Sharm El-Sheikh peace 
framework.

In a post on Truth Social, Trump said the 
agreement would be implemented through 
“carefully structured phases,” with Israeli 
occupation forces withdrawing progres-
sively as disarmament advances. He said 
an International Stabilisation Force would 
work alongside a newly established Pales-
tinian police force to assume responsibility 
for maintaining security in Gaza.

According to Trump, the agreement is 
intended to pave the way for Gaza to be 
governed by a new Palestinian government 
that would cooperate with the ‘Board of 
Peace’ while ensuring that the territory “is 
no longer used as a base for terror attacks.”

Trump likes triumphant announcements, 
but the reality is very different. Israeli military 
aggression continues across the Gaza Strip, 
including airstrikes, explosions, the demo-
lition of residential homes and the burning 
of tents for displaced persons, according to 
local reports.

In the latest incident, the Israeli military 
bombed a building in Deir al-Balah in the 
central Gaza Strip. Al Mayadeen’s corre-
spondent in Gaza reported that 10 people 
were injured in an Israeli strike on a resi-
dential building east of the Nuseirat camp 
in the central Strip.

Hours earlier, civilians were injured in 
an attack by Israeli aircraft near the Islamic 
Bank in Deir al-Balah, according to the 
correspondent.

The Political Bureau of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
said the parties were in the “final metres” 
of reaching an agreement that would end 
the Israeli war on Gaza and pave the way 
for reconstruction. The movement stressed 
that sustained pressure remains necessary 
to ensure the agreement is implemented in 
full and to prevent Israel from reneging on 
its commitments.

The PFLP also reiterated its call for the 
full implementation of the ceasefire agree-
ment, the reopening of Gaza’s crossings, the 
entry of humanitarian aid, and the imme-
diate assumption of responsibilities by the 
administrative committee in the Strip, while 
emphasising the need to reject any form of 
external control over the Palestinian people.

Continued on page 2
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Separately, Gaza’s Health Ministry condemned 

what it described as a direct Israeli attack on med-
ication warehouses at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in 
central Gaza.

The ministry said two of the facility’s four med-
ical warehouses were completely destroyed, while 
the remaining two sustained extensive damage. The 
adjacent outpatient building was also damaged in 
the strike.

According to the ministry, the attack destroyed 
and damaged vital medical supplies and consumables 
intended for patients and the wounded.

The bombardment also caused panic among 
patients, their families, and medical staff inside the 
hospital complex.

Describing the attack as “a systematic crime tar-
geting what remains of Gaza’s healthcare system,” the 
ministry said it comes amid Israel’s continued block-
ade on medicines and medical supplies and ongoing 
restrictions preventing thousands of wounded and 
sick Palestinians from travelling abroad for treatment.

The ministry called on the international commu-
nity, the United Nations, and humanitarian organisa-
tions to intervene urgently to halt attacks on Gaza’s 
healthcare system and ensure protection for medical 
facilities and personnel.

‘AGREEMENT’
A major hitch to the ‘agreement’ is that it stipulates 

that Israel has to withdraw from Gaza and transfer 
power to a Palestinian administration. Israel’s far-right 
National Security Minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir objected 
to a requirement that Israel stop assassinating Hamas 
members. He declared that “the assassinations in Gaza 
must continue, the encouragement of immigration 
must happen. Israel must win.” 

The draft agreement was also condemned by Gadi 
Eisenkot, a former army chief of staff predicted to 
replace Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Eisenkot 
has said that Israel “must not accept” the agreement. 

Gazans are sceptical about any agreement, and 

with good reason. One Al Jazeera correspondent said 
that the main concern of people on the streets of Gaza 
was not whether an agreement had been announced 
but “will the bombing continue? Will people be able 
to walk down the street and visit each other without 
the constant fear of being attacked by the drone?”

AUSTRALIA’S ROLE
The Australian government likes to play both 

sides of the street on Gaza. It knows Australians are 
angry about Israel’s ongoing act of genocidal col-
lective punishment of Palestinian civilians, in Gaza 
and on the West Bank. The government noticed the 
record breaking pro-Palestine demonstrations, even 
as mainstream media in this country sought to min-
imise, ridicule or demonise those protests. 

On the other hand, the Labor government wants 
to keep the US and the pro-Israel lobby on side. 

The Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese put out 
an official statement one year ago, saying that “every 
innocent life matters.” 

Fine words from a government that employs the 
Israeli arms company Elbit systems to the tune of 
$917 million. Elbit manufactured the drone that killed 
an Australian aid worker, Zomi Frankcom. Australia 
also is part of a weapons chain that produces the F-35 
fighters Israel uses to bomb Gaza (as well as Lebanon 
and Iran). 

This year it was revealed that raw explosives pro-
duced in Victoria and NSW wind up in munitions that 
are used in Gaza. There’s also the matter of Pine Gap, 
the US-owned and run radar facility in the centre of 
Australia. It provides intelligence to Israel and the US 
that is vital to accurate targeting of bombs and missiles.

It’s vital that Australians who care about peace, 
and who don’t want this country to be implicated in 
war crimes keep up the pressure on the government.
UNRWA accepts donations at unrwa.org
The Guardian also supports donations to Palestinian 
Australian New Zealand Medical Association (PANZMA) at 
panzma.org  

Starting with a kick
Ben Carroll, Victoria’s new Premier is a man in 

a hurry. The Victorian election will be held on 28 
November this year and his party is down in the 
polls with media of all sorts expecting Labor to 
lose. So how did Carroll being his ‘new direction’ 
premiership? By kicking an effective union. 

Right off the bat, Carroll announced a Royal 
Commission into the Building Industry, with a 
special prosecutor working in tandem. There are 
tactical reasons for this. Carroll wants to differ-
entiate himself from Jacinta Allan, who he’s just 
replaced. Thanks to the unremitting efforts of Nine 
Media, Allan was associated with corruption and 
(if you read the Nine papers) nasty-looking big 
blokes in the CFMEU, so having a go at the unions 
(which is what the Royal Commission will amount 
to) is an obvious way to look like the anti-Allan. 
The CFMEU is already under an anti-democratic 
administration that uses union members’ funds 
to hound union officials, but that’s never enough 
for Nine. 

Carroll may well be calculating that he needs 
some media onside fast and Nine is the one to go 
for (nothing he can do will bring the Murdoch 
papers around). For years, Nine has hounded the 
CFMEU with a campaign, ‘Building Bad,’ of demo-
nisation and unsubstantiated charges. Building 
workers were blamed for everything, from high 
cocaine prices to the housing shortage. 

The CFMEU has been an effective union, secur-
ing good wages and conditions, and making great 
strides on safety in one of Australia’s most danger-
ous industries. How is it possible, that Labor, set 
up by unions in the first place, and supposedly the 
party that takes the side of the workers is kicking 
an effective union? 

It’s possible because the Australian system is 
set up to put the bosses’ interests first. The “big 
end of town” is always on the government’s mind. 
We’ve had a recent example with Carroll’s first 
day of premier. The Nine papers celebrated with 
a front page piece on the business lobby’s wish-list 
from the new Labor premier. 

It’s easy for our media to demonise unions.
Unions come in all shapes and sizes, but 

basically a union is the working class when it’s 
organised. Unions were formed in the first place 
because workers understood that their interests 
are different to the interests of their employers. 

Those interests don’t stop at the entrance to your 
work. Whatever you do for a living, you have inter-
ests in common with workers in other businesses, 
and other industries. You have class interests.

This is a hard message to sell nowadays. Having 
seen what happens when workers get together and 
work to change things, capitalism has worked hard 
to divide workers. Big business has casualised and 
separated workers, as well as working relentlessly 
to fun down unions.

One mission of this newspaper is to raise the 
profile of workers’ organisations. We report union 
wins every week. That’s easy to do because unions 
kick goals for workers’ interests almost every day, 
although you wouldn’t know it from mainstream 
media. Those are wins for the organised working 
class. 

We don’t stop there. We’re working to raise 
class consciousness. Working people produce all 
the wealth this country has, but they don’t own it. 
The Communist Party of Australia is working hard 
to help workers understand the power they have. 
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Quote of the Week
“I think the biggest driver of  anti-Semitism in the world 
today is the Israeli state, which wants to associate itself  
and its genocidal actions with all Jews.”

Yasmine Johnson, a Jewish student who was one of the principal organisers  
of the University of Sydney Gaza Solidarity Encampment 

Gaza – the hidden 
tragedy

Survey Time! Prizes!
So that we know more about what the Guardian’s readers think,  
we have made a survey. You can access it three ways:
1. Through this link https://shorturl.at/kKVj4
2. With the QR code
3. �If you’d rather do a survey on paper, please email info@cpa.org.au  

or call 0424 638 601 and we’ll mail one out
Anyone who does the survey and provides contact details will go in a draw  
for either some Cuban coffee beans or a $50 shopping voucher.

mailto:info@cpa.org.au
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The Renters and Housing 
Union (RAHU) is contacting 
tenants across the country 
who rent under mega-land-
lord Edward Dilleen. 

Dilleen claims to own over 200 
properties nationwide. After weeks 
of fact-finding, door knocking, and 
consulting with tenants, RAHU has 
discovered excessively high rents, 
poor conditions, and unresponsive 
agents.

As such, RAHU has been in the 
process of formulating collective 
bargaining for better conditions 
and fairer rents. Through collective 
bargaining – as opposed to individ-
ual negotiations – tenants are best 
able to exercise their leverage and 
to achieve these outcomes. 

Edward Dilleen has unilaterally 
chosen to publicise this process 
on social media, which has placed 
the integrity of any good-faith bar-
gaining at risk. Therefore, RAHU 
has issued a preliminary list of 
demands to Edward Dilleen, and 
expects a reply within 5 business 
days of being received. 

Secretary of the Renters and 
Housing Union Adu Hani said that 
it was disappointing that Edward 
Dilleen decided to publicise this 
process on social media.

“Not only does it potentially 
jeopardise the tenants’ ability to 
collectively bargain, but it may 
potentially invite outside and 
unscrupulous actors.” 

“This has the effect of 

potentially silencing tenants who 
have had no say in making this a 
public issue.”

“Nonetheless, RAHU will 
continue to unionise tenants and 
ensure they are able to collectively 
bargain with Edward Dilleen for 
better conditions and fairer rents.”

North Melbourne Branch 
Delegate Harry M said that, “Mr 
Dilleen’s actions have shown une-
quivocally that the power imbalance 
between landlord and tenants 
makes good-faith negotiation dif-
ficult. The only way we’re going to 
be able to see fair results is through 
collective bargaining.
Renters and Housing Union  

Workers on Brisbane’s 
Ferries have made a 
collective decision to 
take lawful Protected 
Industrial Action after 
RiverCity Ferries left 
them no other option.

Despite a significant 
number of bargaining meet-
ings, the company has refused 
to move on their position and 
won’t take on board their 
crew’s concerns in a legitimate 
and genuine process. The 
gap between the two parties 
is demonstrated by the 95% 
of members who voted No to 
the company’s last proposal.

River City Ferries won’t 
even match the Fair Work 
Commission’s own 4.75% 
Annual Wage Review increase 
or keep pace with inflation, 
claiming it is “not viable” all 
the while its parent company, 
Kelsian Group own financial 
reports show substantial 
increases in revenue and 
profit.

The company’s CEO, 
executive leadership team 
and board have all received 
significant increases to their 
pay packages while the highly 
skilled and committed mem-
bers that deliver the company’s 
service to the Brisbane public 
every day are being asked to 
accept an offer below inflation.

The company’s offer fails 
to address the crew’s genuine 
concerns around improving 
their work life balance and 
address fatigue concerns. This 
is all while facing the same 
cost-of-living pressures as the 
greater community.

MUA and AMOU members 
say they regret any disruption 
this action causes the travel-
ling public, but after months 
of good-faith negotiation being 
stonewalled by company rep-
resentatives, crews have been 
left with no choice but to stand 
up for a fair outcome.
Maritime Union of Australia   CityFerry operating on the Brisbane River that provides mostly cross-river services.  

Photo: John Robert McPherson – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Brisbane Ferry workers take action

RAHU negotiating with  
‘mega-landlord’

Salaried doctors at major 
Victorian hospitals will go on 
strike for the first time in 20 
years on 13 August. The pro-
tected industrial action will 
run from 12.30pm to 4pm.

Simon Judkins, Australian 
Medical Association of Victoria 
president said that doctors been 
trying to get a better deal from the 
Victorian government for over a 

year. According to Judkins, more 
than half of salaried doctors, par-
ticularly doctors in training report 
“incredibly high” levels of fatigue 
and stress.

In itself, the situation is stressful 
because doctors who are fatigued 
worry that they can make life-alter-
ing errors when they’re that tired. 
Judkins says that many doctors still 
don’t get paid for overtime and that 

consultants are on call after hours 
without pay.

97 per cent of union members 
voted for the industrial actions. 
Doctors will also begin other actions 
such as refusing to answer emails 
or phone calls from hospital man-
agement, refusing unscheduled 
overtime and disrupting patient 
billing.  

Melbourne doctors to go on strike

Having had two giant indus-
trial actions, Victoria’s 
teachers are due to strike 
again on 19 August. 

There’s a new Education Min-
ister, since the old one is now 
Premier, but the issues are still 
the same: the government’s offer 
does not make up for previous bad 

deals. It also attempts to divide 
and conquer with different rates 
of increase for teachers, support 
staff, and principals.
(see Guardians #2198, #2199, and 
#2200 for more)  

Victorian teachers 
update: it’s not over

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au
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The Australian Services Union (ASU) says 
that in briefing calls on news reports Qantas 
claims that there are no plans for jobs to be 
lost under a proposed deal with consulting 
giant Accenture. 

The plan, known internally as Project iQ, claims 
the company could use artificial intelligence as part of 
a broader overhaul of Qantas’s operations that could 
see up to 1,000 marketing, finance, human resources 
and other back-office roles sent to India.

The union is demanding that Qantas stay true to its 
commitment that there will be no job losses through 
the implementation of Accenture’s plan.

ASU Assistant National Secretary Scott Cowen 
said that the news is a huge concern to ASU members. 
While the company’s assurances are welcome, that 
doesn’t change the ASU’s resolve to fight for every job.

“What’s been reported is that the airline is consid-
ering a proposal by Accenture, that’s not in dispute. 
What matters is that Qantas has informed us that 
there is no plan to offshore any Australian jobs, and 
we demand the airline stay true to these commitments.

“If that commitment from Qantas turns out to be 
worthless, it won’t just be a broken promise to the 
ASU. It will be a deep breach of trust with the Aus-
tralian public who have stuck by this airline through 
everything it has put them through,” Cowen said.

This isn’t the first time the ASU has had to seek 
assurances from Qantas over its use of AI to justify 
workforce change. In May, after Qantas chief executive 

Vanessa Hudson told the Macquarie Australia Confer-
ence the airline was accelerating its use of AI, Cowen 
wrote to Hudson directly saying:

“These statements make clear that AI deployment 
at Qantas is not speculative, it is an active program 
of major workforce change, directly linked to cost 
reduction and headcount impacts,” Cowen wrote at 
the time.

“The premium service Qantas passengers expect 
is built on the expertise of our members, not the effi-
ciency of an algorithm.”

“We are seeking an urgent meeting with Vanessa 
Hudson to ensure that this rapid AI push is used to 
support and augment our highly skilled workforce, 
rather than being used as a high-tech smokescreen 
for further job slashing and a reduced customer 
experience.”

Qantas has a documented history of outsourcing 
and offshoring Australian job and any move to replace 
skilled head-office staff with automation or AI will 
damage the airline’s operational capacity.

The ASU is calling on Qantas to commit to genuine 
consultation with affected workers before any final 
decision on Project iQ. 

“We will fight to protect all Australian jobs at the 
airline. We’ll be watching closely, and we’ll work tire-
lessly to ensure that Australian consumers can rely 
on the high-quality services, provided by the Qantas 
workforce here at home,” Cowen said.
Australian Services Union  

Greenpeace is calling on the Albanese Labor government to 
urgently address Queensland’s deforestation crisis using the new 
national nature law, after the Great Barrier Reef dodged another 
“in danger” listing by UNESCO. 

The decision to keep the world’s most famous reef off the “in dan-
ger” list was adopted at the UNESCO World Heritage Committee 
meeting in South Korea last month, despite grave concerns over 
the government’s unmet targets for water quality last year, a direct 
impact of deforestation in Queensland.

Adele Chasson, Nature Policy Lead at Greenpeace Australia 
Pacific, said:“UNESCO has repeatedly voiced concern about 
the health and future of the Great Barrier Reef, and the reality is 
that this global icon is still in deep danger from runaway climate 
heating, coral-killing deforestation run-off, ocean acidification, and 
coral bleaching.”

Chasson warned that deforestation in Great Barrier Reef catch-
ment areas is an environmental crisis, making up almost half of all 
deforestation in Queensland. Deforestation run-off floods the reef 
with dirty sediment and toxic pesticides, poisoning corals and fuel-
ling destructive crown-of-thorns starfish outbreaks. “The Albanese 
government must end rampant deforestation in Queensland or risk 
the Reef losing its World Heritage status, threatening the commu-
nities and wildlife who depend on it.” 

The UNESCO committee recognised deforestation as a major 
threat to the reef and welcomed Australia’s recent nature law 
reforms aimed at tackling deforestation in catchment areas. It 
urged Australia to act to improve the Reef’s water quality and 
requested a progress report by 2028.

“With these compounding pressures and a record El Niño around 
the corner, action to protect the Reef has never been more 
urgent. The Albanese government must immediately implement 
UNESCO’s recommendations under the new EPBC laws and end 
unchecked deforestation in the Reef catchments,” Chasson said.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Shell.

The fossil fuel giant revealed Q2 profits of $9.84 billion, a big-
ger-than-expected 70 per cent surge in half-year earnings, as it 
capitalised on volatile oil and gas prices driven by US President 
Donald Trump’s war in Iran.

In Britain, Shell also has a significant stake in the controversial 
Rosebank oil field in the North Sea, which is pending government 
approval.

End Fuel Poverty Coalition co-ordinator Simon Francis said: “Shell 
makes more profits in a single minute than most people in this 
country earn in a year.

“As wildfires rage, droughts are declared and temperatures climb, 
the very fuels heating the planet are also heating company profits, 
while households pay the price on their bills.”

He warned that long-term energy security “cannot rely” on a 
“declining” North Sea supply, where firms have already extracted 
90 per cent of commercially viable gas.

“The drill more, bill more approach simply locks households into 
another cycle of gas price shocks,” he said, urging ministers to 
ensure the energy profits levy funds energy debt relief and a 
permanent social tariff.

He also called for a structural reform to break the link between 
electricity prices and volatile gas markets so that homegrown 
clean power brings bills down for the people who need help most.

Poverty activists Uplift’s Robert Palmer slammed Shell for “cashing 
in” on the war as families and firefighters across Europe battle 
wildfires.

“This is now maniacal behaviour from a company that is putting its 
profits ahead of the health of our planet, and the lives and liveli-
hoods of all of us,” he said.

“Governments urgently need to step up, listen to the scientists’ 
warnings, and stop Shell and others from driving us off a cliff.”

Scottish Greens energy spokesman Kristopher Leask called the 
“blood-stained” profits “truly sickening,” saying: “There can be no 
justification for an energy system that allows this kind of profiteer-
ing, especially when so many are suffering.”

Qantas AI job cuts
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Emily Muagututia

Less than a month after the historic 
first strike in the Pilbara in nearly 
three decades (see Guardian #2199, 
‘Battle for the Pilbara’), BHP workers 
are set to dramatically escalate their 
industrial action. The initial eight-
hour action on 16 July sent a powerful 
message, but the mining giant needs 
to understand that the workers won’t 
settle for scraps.

Union members from port operations, 
representing the Electrical Trades Union 
(ETU), the Australian Manufacturing Work-
ers’ Union (AMWU), and the Australian 
Workers’ Union (AWU), unanimously voted 
to implement a 24-hour ban on ship loading 
on Saturday, 8 August, followed by a full 
24-hour walkout on Sunday, 9 August. 

The high-voltage electricians maintaining 
BHP’s power network, who are negotiating 
a separate agreement, will also join the fight 
with a 12-hour stoppage on Sunday, demon-
strating growing unity among the workforce.

This is a bold escalation from the first 
strike, which saw up to 200 workers down 
tools to demand a fair share of the profits 
their labour generates. The workers have 
had enough of the company’s stalling tactics.

This action has been spurred by the 
glacial pace of negotiations. Despite a 
recent meeting facilitated by the Fair Work 
Commission (FWC), where BHP claimed 

“significant progress” had been made, the 
unions have confirmed the strike is going 
ahead. The company has committed to 
tabling an “updated proposal” at a meeting 
scheduled for 18 August, but workers are 
not holding their breath.

A key sticking point is BHP’s desire to 
maintain an individualised approach to 
pay and conditions through employment 
contracts rather than locking in a fair enter-
prise agreement that guarantees enforceable 
wages. The unions are demanding a just 
deal that reflects the immense value these 
workers create.

BHP’s offer of a 16% pay increase over 
four years, while framed as “generous,” comes 
from a company bragging about record pro-
duction and profits while paying its CEO a 
multi-million-dollar salary.

The workers at BHP are not just fighting 
for themselves. They are fighting for the prin-
ciple that the wealth made by the workers 
belongs to the working class, and they con-
tinue to stand tall against BHP, the resource 
industry lobby, and their media cronies.

This fresh strike is a crucial step in 
rebuilding working-class solidarity and 
union power in Western Australia. The 
ruling class is terrified of this resurgence, 
and they should be. As union leaders have 
made clear, they are “not going to entertain 
what the company is pushing.”

The fight continues.  

Workers escalate strike action  
in the Pilbara

Peter Farmer

Is working from home some-
thing that’s just going to 
happen anyway, or does it 
need legislation? Do work-
ers need protections from 
employers even if they have 
the right to work at home? 
It’s a hot topic.

One of the many things that 
sank Peter Dutton’s hopes of 
becoming PM in the last federal 
election was the announcement 
that he would force public serv-
ants to work in the office even if 
they didn’t really need to. 

Dutton was hoping to get the 
votes of people who can’t work 

from home, but wound up getting 
a backlash from women around 
the country who are the biggest 
beneficiaries of WFH.

One of the last acts of Victorian 
Premier Jacinta Allan before she 
was replaced by Ben Caroll was 
to legislate to protect Work From 
Home rights. For those who already 
have no problem working at home 
for some or all of the working week, 
this might have seemed an unnec-
essary bid for popularity.

One group who took it seriously 
was Victoria’s business lobby, 
who wasted no time getting their 
demand for the legislation to be 
wound back on the front page of 
Melbourne’s Age newspaper. Do 

businesses just dislike the idea, or 
is there more at stake?

An industrial lawyer who 
looked at the actual legislation 
identified a few issues that show 
the WFH laws are not just a feel-
good thing.

A positive feature of the legis-
lation is that it extends the scope 
of injuries employers can be liable 
for. Put simply, when the employer 
makes you send in pictures of your 
home office, that has to be more 
than a box-ticking exercise for them. 

The legislation also means 
that the employer has to pay “rea-
sonable costs” for equipment and 
adjustments made to the home. 
This hasn’t been tested in court 

yet, and ‘reasonable’ is the least 
favourite word of a lot of lawyers, 
but it most likely means that if you 
have to shell out for something 
solely because your boss wants you 
to, that’s on them.

On the down side, the leg-
islation limits the right to work 
from home to a select group of 
employees. Employees on proba-
tion, apprentices, workers in the 
gig economy, casual workers and 
vaguely “workers of a proscribed 
class” are all excluded.

Although employers are whing-
ing about it, the legislation defines 
a specified period for work-from-
home as 2 days for workers doing 
a full 38 hour week. This can’t be 

increased without negotiation with 
an employer.

‘Reasonable’ is the weasel word 
here, because it’s so vague. The 
lawyer we consulted thinks that 
since employers almost always 
have more power than workers, 
they can decide what ‘reasonable’ 
means without having to consult.

Overall the legislation is worth 
keeping, although it could be 
stronger. As usual with industrial 
legislation, the positive provisions 
will have to be fought for by unions.

No matter how much or how 
little working from home you do, 
join your union!  

Work-from-home worth legislating?

An iron ore train loading at the Brockman 4 mine, Pilbara.  
Photo: Calistemon – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

The recent drop in inflation should end 
any case for a rate rise at the Reserve 
Bank of Australia’s (RBA) upcoming 
board meeting, according to Austral-
ian Unions.

CPI data shows that headline inflation has 
fallen from 4% to 3.8% for the year to June, 
while underlying inflation is steady at 3.6%.

The figures reinforce the need for the 
RBA to stop punishing working families and 
mortgage holders with more rate increases.

The call from Australian Unions also 
comes off the back of new OECD research 
which shows that renewed inflationary pres-
sures since the middle of 2025 have been 
driven yet again by profits and not growing 
labour costs.

The report also shows that the contribu-
tion of growth in labour costs to annual infla-
tion is now at a post-pandemic low. Ongoing 
global uncertainty caused by Trump’s Middle 
East war is no justification for the RBA’s 
broken model of taking money out of workers’ 
pockets in its misguided attempts to bring 
inflation back to an arbitrary target.

The drop in inflation today will also see 
further welcome real wage growth for those 
workers on union-covered enterprise agree-
ments, or awards.

Outgoing ACTU Secretary, Sally 
McManus said that the better inflation fig-
ures “should completely kill off the case for 
any further rate rise when the RBA board 
meets in a couple of weeks.”

“Working families should not be pun-
ished with further rate rises as a response 
to Donald Trump’s wars.

“We have also learned – yet again – that 
it is profits, and not workers’ wages, that have 
driven the recent rise in inflation since the 
middle of 2025, according to new research 
by the OECD.

“That research also shows that the con-
tribution of growth in labour costs to annual 
inflation is at a post-pandemic low. 

“This is yet more evidence that the RBA 
should not punish workers for an inflation 
problem they’ve done nothing to cause.

“The RBA model of constantly increasing 
the cash rate if there are global developments 
and economic uncertainty has got to be 

overhauled because working people have yet 
to recover their pre-COVID position when 
it comes to real wages.

“Today’s lower-than-expected inflation 
figures will provide additional real wage 
growth, particularly for workers on enterprise 
agreements and those enjoying the 4.75% 
increase to award wages coming through 
this month.”
Australian Council of Trade Unions  

Inflation drop kills case for rate rise

the wealth made by the workers 
belongs to the working class
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Graham Holton

The Sunshine Coast Branch education book club 
classes on Lenin’s important and influential 
work, 1902’s What Is to Be Done? have been very 
rewarding.

Lenin argues that the working class cannot spontane-
ously develop revolutionary socialist consciousness through 
economic struggles. It requires a disciplined revolutionary 
party to provide political leadership and to organise the 
struggle against capitalism. A successful social transforma-
tion requires not only popular discontent but also theory, 
organisation, and disciplined political leadership.

While the pamphlet was written for the specific condi-
tions of Tsarist Russia in 1901 - 1902, the booklet profoundly 
influenced revolutionary movements and Communist parties 
around the world. These parties adopted its organisational 
principles of Democratic Centralism, disciplined party 
organisation, emphasis on political education, and combin-
ing legal and clandestine forms of struggle where necessary.

In the early chapters Lenin strongly criticises ‘Econo-
mism.’ While trade union struggles for higher wages and 
better conditions are important, by themselves they can 
only produce ‘trade-union consciousness.’ Workers become 
trade unionists without challenging the capitalist system.

Lenin’s central argument is that socialist consciousness 
must be brought to the working class through a revolutionary 
political organisation that studies Marxist theory and con-
nects everyday grievances with the broader struggle against 
Capitalism and the state.

Socialist consciousness must be brought to workers 
‘from without.’ Lenin advocates a professional organisation 
of dedicated revolutionaries, a vanguard party. Such a party 
would coordinate activity, educate workers, maintain secrecy 
under repression, and provide strategic leadership. Lenin 
writes on the role of theory: ‘Without revolutionary theory 
there can be no revolutionary movement.’ 

He believed a scientifically grounded understanding of 
society was essential for a successful revolutionary practice. 
Socialists must expose every form of political oppression – not 
just workplace exploitation – and campaign for democratic 
freedoms alongside socialist goals. It is political struggle 
versus economic struggle. 

The pamphlet was written during the final years of Tsa-
rist rule, when socialist organisations operated illegally. It 
became a foundational text for the Russian Social Democratic 
Labour Party, particularly the Bolshevik faction. After the 
1905 Revolution, when political conditions briefly became 
more open, he argued that the party should recruit thousands 
of workers and become a genuine mass party.

Because Tsarist Russia was a police state, Lenin argues 
that full-time, trained revolutionaries were necessary to 
withstand surveillance, arrests, and infiltration. He proposes 
that an all-Russian newspaper is more than a publication, 
as it acts as a collective organiser, linking socialist groups 
into a unified movement. Lenin’s proposals reflect the real-
ities of operating under an authoritarian regime and were 
intended to make revolutionary organisation possible under 
such conditions.

Lenin maintained the core ideas of the booklet: the 
importance of revolutionary theory; the need for a disciplined 
political organisation; combining economic and political 
struggles; and the necessity of national coordination rather 
than isolated local activism. These tenets remained central 
to his later One Step Forward, Two Steps Back, The State 
and Revolution, and Left-Wing Communism: An Infantile 
Disorder. 

What Is to Be Done? is a great piece of writing to study; 
whether members are new or old. From every reading one 
gets more out of the text. The booklet clearly explains so much 
about how Communist parties, such as the CPA, developed 
and why we do what we do.  

Independent and Peaceful Australia
Network (IPAN)

It is with great sadness that we share 
the news that Bevan Ramsden passed 
away on 27 July 2026.

Bevan was an integral member of IPAN, 
a mainstay of the organisation from when he 
joined in 2015, and the editor of our monthly 
publication, Voice. He was a husband, father, 
grandfather, mentor and friend to many. 

Others knew him through the movement 
for Australian independence, through his 
writing, his radio broadcasts, his workshops, 
or by having the fine print of the Force Pos-
ture Agreement patiently explained by a man 
who had read every clause.

For more than sixty years, Bevan dedi-
cated himself to the pursuit of an independ-
ent, peaceful and sustainable Australia, free 
from US domination. Right to the end of his 
life, he remained as active and committed 
as ever. Days before his passing, he spoke at 
IPAN’s National Conference, ‘Time to Break 
Free from the US.’ Humorous as ever, he 
negotiated for more time on the stage, shared 
poetry, and he honoured those whose work 
he built his own upon.

Bevan was optimistic in his last week. 
Friends say he believed this conference rep-
resented the culmination of decades of work 
and struggle for Australia’s independence 

and peace. It brought together ideas, cam-
paigns and people he had spent a lifetime 
helping to build.

Born in Thornbury, Melbourne, in 1939, 
Bevan travelled to Zambia as an Australian 
Volunteer Abroad. The two years he spent 
there, witnessing first-hand the enduring 
legacies of colonialism, racism, and strug-
gles for national independence, profoundly 
shaped his political outlook and set the direc-
tion of the rest of his life. Returning to an 
Australia at war, Bevan threw himself into 
the growing movement against the Vietnam 
War and conscription.

As a Sunday school teacher and active 
member of the Doncaster Methodist Church, 
he sought to encourage discussion of Austral-
ia’s role in Vietnam within their church com-
munity. When those efforts were repeatedly 
resisted by church leaders, Bevan eventually 
left organised religion. Throughout his life 
he continued to work alongside people of 
every faith and background in pursuit of 
peace, justice, and human dignity.

Bevan became one of the leading organ-
isers of the Diamond Valley Moratorium 
Group. When Dr Jim Cairns was asked in 
Federal Parliament whether communists 
were directing the Vietnam Moratorium 
Campaign, he replied that the motion to hold 
the Moratorium march had been moved by 
“Bevan Ramsden, a Sunday school teacher.” 

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, Bevan 
was arrested several times for opposing 
conscription and Australia’s involvement in 
the Vietnam War, on one occasion spending 
several days in Melbourne’s Pentridge Prison. 
During the 1970s he also became active in 
the Australian Independence Movement, 
campaigning against US military installations 
such as Pine Gap and North West Cape, while 
advocating for an Australia free from foreign 
military, economic and cultural domination.

Bevan was instrumental in the founding 
of Melbourne community radio station, 3CR 
in 1976 using a second-hand transmitter 
purchased from the local fire brigade for 
$200 and salvaged studio equipment from 
ABC Adelaide. Fifty years later, he was still 
behind the microphone, presenting a regular 
program with his friend Andrew Fullerton. 

His commitment to grassroots organising 
extended well beyond the peace movement. 
He worked as a telecommunications engineer, 
taught electrical engineering at TAFE, and 
was a proud member of the NSW Teachers 
Federation. 

He played a leading role in the United 
Melbourne Freeway Action Group, helping 
mobilise community opposition to plans 
that would have transformed Melbourne 
with an extensive urban freeway network. 
Bevan also worked tirelessly opposing AUKUS 
and nuclear submarines. He was one of the 

initiators and a founding member of the 
Australian Anti-AUKUS Coalition established 
in March 2022.

Whatever the issue, Bevan believed that 
lasting change came when ordinary people 
organised together. That conviction never 
left him. He remained an active organiser 
throughout his life, generously sharing his 
knowledge at IPAN conferences. In everything 
he did, Bevan sought to make the world more 
peaceful, more democratic and more humane.
Bevan Ramsden’s talks are available on 
YouTube  

Vale Bevan Ramsden

Climate Media Centre

CSIRO’s Final 2025-26 GenCost report 
has once again confirmed that renew-
ables are the fastest and lowest-cost 
way to replace Australia’s ageing and 
unreliable coal power stations and cut 
climate pollution. 

Right now, data centre development is 
moving at break-neck speed, with 162 data 
centres operating and more than 90 new 
projects in the pipeline. 

Without better regulatory guardrails, 
data centres risk delaying our shift to what 
CSIRO has found is the lowest cost genera-
tion mix- wind and solar. 

We can’t risk that happening. The data 
centre industry’s electricity demand over 
the next five years is set to triple. If we are 
to avoid more climate pollution and soaring 
energy prices, governments need to step in 
and mandate that data centres underwrite 
their own additional renewable energy 
sources. 

Australia’s leading science agency has 
once again squarely ruled out nuclear power 
from any cost effective scenarios for achieving 
net zero. The report makes it clear that any 
calls for data centres to be powered by nuclear 
energy, are calls to condemn Australians to 
pay higher power bills. Nuclear energy has 
been roundly rejected by Australian voters 
time and time again, and it cannot solve the 
energy challenges we have today. 

Data centres are being built right now, 
and even if nuclear was a cost effective option, 

which it isn’t, it would take at least 15 years 
to get a nuclear reactor up and running in 
Australia, unlike solar and batteries which 
are available right now. 

Australia needs more renewables backed 
by storage now so they are online before 
more coal is retired. Accelerating the roll-
out of renewable energy is the only way to 
keep energy bills as low as possible, while 
ensuring grid stability and cutting climate 
pollution.  

Renewables ‘the fastest way’

Sunshine Coast education book club reads 
What Is to Be Done?

Bevan Ramsden. Photo: Supplied
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Victorian universities would have a minimum 
of three staff and two student representatives 
on governing bodies under new recommen-
dations in a landmark parliamentary report.

The Legislative Assembly Economy and Infra-
structure Committee Inquiry into enhancing Victorian 
university governance has released its final report.

It contains 17 recommendations to make univer-
sities more transparent and accountable, and boost 
staff and student voices on governing councils.

The committee calls for a minimum of three staff 
and two student representatives on university coun-
cils and senates.

Under its unanimous recommendations, univer-
sities would be required to publish council meeting 
agendas and outcomes, ending years of secrecy around 
decisions that affect staff and students, and to publish 
an annual remuneration report benchmarking the pay 
of council members.

Other recommendations include:
•  Improved transparency of Council appointments
•  A public register of interest for all council 

members
•  New reporting requirements on consultancy 

expenditure, including outcomes
•  Universities reporting on Indigenous student 

support, engagement and activities in annual 
reports, developed in partnership with the 
Victorian Aboriginal Education Association

•  Review of university complaints systems
National Tertiary Education Union Victoria 

Division Secretary Sarah Roberts said the report 
confirms what university staff have known for years, 
that governing bodies have operated behind closed 
doors while making decisions that reshape people’s 
jobs and courses without explanation.

“The State government must act on these recom-
mendations in full. Transparent meetings, published 
pay benchmarks and a real say for staff and students 
on council are not radical asks. They are the basics 
of good governance.”

Said National Tertiary Education Union Victoria 
Assistant Secretary Professor Joo-Cheong Tham: “We 
call upon Victorian universities and their Chancellors 
to pro-actively implement the committee’s recommen-
dations and address the concerns it has raised to fix 
the crisis of confidence they are facing.”

Victorian Trades Hall Council Assistant Secretary 
Danae Bosler agreed, saying that “the social license 
of Victorian universities has been smashed by years 
of corporate mismanagement. The recommendations 
in this report would finally see it rebuilt.

“Victorian unions congratulate the staff, students 
and advocates who have fought, often at great personal 
cost, to restore integrity in university governance. It’s 
finally time for their voices to be heard.”

National Union of Students National President 
Felix Hughes said: “For too long, decisions at univer-
sities have been made behind closed doors, leaving 
students and staff to deal with the consequences. This 
report recognises that the status quo has failed and 
calls for real reform to make university leadership 
more transparent and accountable.

“Students deserve a real say in how their universi-
ties are run. Legislating at least two elected students 
on every university council would be a massive win 
for student representation and a major shift in who 
gets a voice at universities.”
National Tertiary Education Union  

Call to boost uni 
staff and student 

voices When is a base not a base?
Denis Doherty

Pat Conroy is the Minister for Defence Industry. He’s taken up 
the main role on negotiations to do with AUKUS and has just 
visited the US. In a recent interview, Conroy made some gob-
smacking assertions. 

Australia has no US bases said Conroy. He said that if the US 
transited forces through Australia, then there was no base.  
He claimed the rotation of US marines through Darwin during 
the dry season as another example of there not being a US 
base because the Marines only stayed for a few months per 
year.

Despite Conroy’s assertions and attempts to obscure the 
issue this is the reality. We have US bases. There are per-
manent quarters set aside for the Marines built at some cost 
in Darwin with permanent bombing and firing ranges made 
available for them. Each year US forces make themselves at 
home in the Northern Territory to complete training and joint 
exercises.

US President Obama, inaugurating the base in Darwin said, 
“You work together so well, it’s often said you can’t tell where 
our guys end and you guys begin.” Sometime later Obama 
angrily complained he was not informed about the sale of 
the port of Darwin to a Chinese company. He acted as all US 
presidents do – as if Australia is a vassal state. Conroy tries 
to obscure our vassal status and the ALP’s complicity in it. 

Pine Gap is also not a US base according Conroy. It is a “joint 
facility.” That’s another sleight of hand to mask the reality. The 
Deputy of Pine Gap is Australian, but all decisions are taken 
by the US Director, their US subordinates and associated US 
arms corporations’ employees. Australians are mainly gar-
deners and guards. 

David Vine is an expert on US bases. According to his book 
Base Nation, a base is any place, facility, or installation used 
regularly for military purposes of any kind. On this definition 
Australia has more than 50 bases in Australia.

The ALP has a dreadful record of accepting more US bases.  
The Hawke government accepted that all Australian military 
bases are to be regarded as US Bases and they can use 
them as they see fit. The Rudd government agreed to extend 
the powers at NW Cape facility. The Gillard government 
introduced Marines into Darwin and now the Albanese gov-
ernment has accepted that the US can have two US nuclear 
submarine bases in Australia.

Pat Conroy has tried to walk back this shameful record by 
retreating to the nonsense of transiting troops and joint facili-
ties and stressing there are “no US bases in Australia.” This is 
just empty spin and must not be believed.

Not so stirling
Next year at the Stirling Naval Base in Western Australia, a 
US nuclear submarine will be stationed at the base along with 
accommodation for family and the whole set of resources 
needed to keep a nuclear-powered and quite possibly armed 
submarine operational.

Whatever you do don’t call it a US base! Pat Conroy calls it 
‘Submarine Rotational Force West.’ Conroy was asked if the 
US sub would have nuclear weapons on board. He didn’t 
really answer, so the interviewer asked if “the US respects our 
support of Treaty of Rarotonga, or the South Pacific Nuclear 
Free Zone Treaty.”

The interviewer tried again. Did the US feel it necessary to 
have nuclear weapons on board? Finally Conroy replied 
that “Australia has full knowledge and concurrence with US 
actions.” If that means anything, it means the US bringing 
nuclear weapons into Australian waters is fine with Conroy.

For the edification of Pat Conroy, we say a base is a base, 
and we cannot be an independent country while we have so 
many US military bases in our country. 
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Based on what you’ve seen 
so far, what is your view on 
Australia’s role within the US 
empire?

Abby Martin: As I’ve been 
travelling around with the film, 
it’s been really interesting to see 
the feedback from people outside 
of the States, because they’re just 
like, “Why are you here? This is an 
American problem. This is on your 
shoulders.” 

My response is: actually, no, 
you are just as complicit. Can you 
imagine if Australia broke free of 
this imperialist system? Can you 
imagine if Australia said, “No, we’re 
not going to use our bases to spy 
on Asia. No, we’re not going to use 
this country to foment and agitate 
war against the rest of the world”?

So Australia has a really impor-
tant role in providing the diplomatic 
cover of collaboration and complic-
ity under the auspices of some sort 
of internationalism and liberalism.

What do you think the view 
of the US-Australia relation-
ship is in the United States, 
if people even think about it 
at all?

Abby Martin: It’s literally our 
backyard. That’s what Americans 
believe about Canada, about Latin 
America, about Australia. It’s just 
part of our view of the world. We 
are the centre. We are the dominant 
force, and everyone else is just the 
extension of our power. Americans 
are so narcissistic and so self-cen-
tred that I wouldn’t even say that 
they think about Australia.

Australian politicians often 
say that agreements with the 
US such as AUKUS will not 
cost Australia our military 
or political sovereignty and 
autonomy. What would you 
say to Australians who hold 
that view?

Abby Martin: I would say 
that the US doesn’t do anything 
in the world in terms of joint part-
nerships with anyone. We see the 
NATO allies; they’re willing to throw 
them under the bus if they aren’t 
subservient and enslaved to US 
domination and US impositions of 
NATO spending and expenditures. I 
mean, just like Spain: open threats 
of sanctions and tariffs if you don’t 
comply 100 per cent. 

I would say that this is just the 
rhetoric that justifies this, that 
rationalises it to Australians: that 
it’s a jobs creator, that Australia is 
going to be completely collaborative 
with the US and that it’s necessary 
for national security. I would say it 

makes you a target. It  makes you 
guys less safe, and it’s completely  
giving the US free rein to terrorise 
the land and the people here.

The narrative we hear is 
that we need the US alliance 
to keep us safe, because oth-
erwise we’re isolated on our 
own and China’s going to come 
for us. 

Abby Martin: I mean, I would 
just ask people – it’s this bizarre 
thought experiment that people 
use to rationalise the existence of 
the global military dictatorship, 
and it’s that if we weren’t doing it, 
China or Russia would be doing it. 
And isn’t it better that we’re on top? 

It’s this fantasy that has no 
roots in reality. When has China 
ever exerted any sort of imperial 
ambitions outside of its normal pur-
view? The fact that China exists in 
the South China Sea, and we think 
that that’s some sort of aggressive 
stance to literally exist in their own 
body of water. 

So, no, I think that there’s abso-
lutely no evidence whatsoever that 
China poses any sort of threat to 
Australia, and it’s just the absurd 
rationalisation to further milita-
rise and spend more money on 
irrational things that don’t serve 
Australian needs whatsoever. 

I would add that it makes you 
guys actually less safe. The fact 
that you are allowing Australia 
to give up its independence and 
sovereignty to basically be a hub 
for US military domination and 
aggression across Oceania, across 
Asia, this is devastating, because 
who do you think is going to be 
retaliated against? Who’s being 
retaliated against when the Iran 
war pops off? All the bases in these 
Gulf states. Those are the targets. 

Australia is expendable to the 
US military. They don’t care about 
Australia. That’s why they’re build-
ing all this shit here, because at the 
end of the day, it’s not the US. So it’s 
actually putting you guys in danger. 

Much focus on the anti-mil-
itarism front recently has been 
on the genocide in Gaza, the 
wars in the West Asia and 
domestically here on AUKUS. 
What made you realise that 
the environmental aspect of 
militarism needed to be cov-
ered more?

Abby Martin: I mean, it’s 
so fucking obvious, the ecocidal 
devastation that’s wrought by US 
imperialism. It’s been more and 
more obvious since the genocide in 
Gaza has been unleashed, because 

we’ve all been witnessing just the 
component of ecocide that goes 
along with the destruction.

Gaza, which is built mostly 
with this dense, carbon-intensive 
material, concrete and it’s just 
completely demolished, all of that 
is going to be global. It’s going to 
be generational. You know, the 
war in Iran, seeing literal fire in 
the sky, intentional targeting of 
oil infrastructure. It’s just been 
proven time and time again that 
this is the most pressing issue in 
the world. You cannot even talk 
about environmentalism unless 
you are incorporating militarism. 

Militarism is not counted when 
we talk about carbon totals and at 
all these conferences. The military 
is not included at all. That’s what 
made me want to synthesise all 
the data and just tackle it head-on, 
because I was just so insulted and 
I was so sick of being infantilised 
by the ruling class – that we could 
solve our environmental problems 
as individual consumers, and if we 
just shopped right and composted 
in our little green bags, that was 
how we tackle this enormous, gar-
gantuan problem. 

When you realise that the mil-
itary is the largest institutional 
polluter, you’re like, wait. When 
you realise that that’s just the oil 
purchases on paper, it’s so massive 
and it’s unrelenting. That’s what 
made me want to do the totality of 
it instead of just emissions: every 
stone unturned is another issue of 
military contamination. I wanted to 
tie all those together. That’s what 
the movie does.

Some people would say 
that other countries have large 
militaries and are also large 
emitters, so why, then, the 
focus on the United States?

Abby Martin: Well, it’s not 
true that other countries have large 
militaries. The US military is astro-
nomically larger than any other 
country’s military. It’s cartoonish. 
I mean, it’s 10 times bigger. 

Look at just the Air Force alone 
– it’s like seven times bigger than 
the next seven biggest. I mean, it’s 
so absurd.

No other country in the world 
has an empire of bases around 
the world. China has one base 
in Djibouti. Russia has arguably 
seven to nine military installations 
in former Soviet satellite states. 
No other country has this sort of 
military imposition on the world 
that’s enforcing its dictates under 
the barrel of a gun. 

If you look at emissions, the 
whole problem that we’re in is 
because of cumulative emissions 
in the atmosphere from the Indus-
trial Revolution. That is 25 per cent 
from the US alone. So if you look 

at China today, people point to 
China as the main perpetrator of 
emissions. Obviously, they have an 
enormous country. They’ve accu-
mulated and absorbed nearly all of 
Western manufacturing.

You can’t look at any of this 
in isolation or in a vacuum with-
out understanding globalisation 
and the problems with our con-
sumption, and how we still export 
consumption to Asia. But if you 
look at the advancement of what 
China is doing to try to actually 
tackle climate change, it’s leaps and 
bounds beyond what we’re doing. 
So, again, you can’t look at any of 
these systems in isolation.

You spent a lot of time 
talking to government offi-
cials about the military and 
its environmental impacts. 
What stood out to you?

Abby Martin: That’s inter-
esting too. The Republican Party 
denies climate change, but the mil-
itary establishment believes in it. 
They’ve been planning accordingly 
for climate-change resiliency with 
their infrastructure, and militaris-
ing and securitising the borders 
because they know that’s going to 
be the inevitability. 

During the Biden administra-
tion, you saw a lot of propaganda 
aimed at climate anxiety, trying to 
recruit people under the banner of, 
like, “Let’s tackle this together.” 
Of course, when Trump’s second 
term came in, that was all out the 

window. That doesn’t mean that 
they’re not preparing. They’ve just 
basically abandoned any sort of 
notion that they can stop it. Now 
they just feel like they are going to 
fight the worst outcomes of it to 
protect, you know, their interests.

... AND ON CUBA
When you were last in 

Cuba, what was your impres-
sion of how the people were 
coping there with the increas-
ing blockade?

Abby Martin: It’s really hard. 
Staying is hard. That’s why there 
are so many people leaving. It’s 
easy to not live in a country that 
has blackouts that are lasting a 
week straight sometimes. I mean, 
I remember talking to guys who 
were just sitting in a gas-station 
line, and they were just like, “This 
is our life.” I mean, this is what 
they’ve always dealt with. 

They have been living this 
blockade day in and day out their 
whole lives. They’ve never known 
anything else. For the older gener-
ations, they kind of know the sacri-
fices because they remember what 
it was like. For younger people, they 
don’t have that anymore. It’s harder, 
especially with the kind of lure of 
Western society on Instagram and 
stuff like that. 

But the reason that (the US) 
hasn’t been successful is because 
there’s still such a deep-seated 
understanding of the cultural 

Abby Martin on the US military

No other country (than the 
US) has a network of bases 

around the world

Progressive filmmaker Abby Martin has been touring Australia 
with her new film Earth’s Greatest Enemy. An interviewer from 
Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) caught up 
with her

Abby Martin
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Abby Martin on the US military

revolution, of just what has bound 
them all together, the glue that 
holds Cuban society together, and 
all the achievements that were 
made. 

There’s something really beau-
tiful about that. Even if (the US) 
were to black-bag Miguel Díaz-
Canel, you’re not going to be able 
to destroy the Cuban Revolution 
unless you were to usher in some 
sort of bloody, Pinochet-style dic-
tatorship. That’s not to say that 
they won’t try. 

The Cuban people are extremely 
resilient, and they’re extremely 
deeply educated. They know exactly 
what they’re fighting for, what they 
could lose. Even the most vocifer-
ous critics of communism and the 
revolution, they’ll just say, “Get the 
fuck out. Yankee, go home. We will 
deal with our problems ourselves.”

I never met one Cuban who 
was like, “We want intervention. 
We want the US to come in and 
destroy us.” No one wants that. It’s 
just this completely artificial con-
sensus from Miami and the Cuban 
diaspora that’s weaponised. Cuban 
people have one voice, and that’s: 
get the hell out of our country and 
leave us alone.

You had the privilege of 
sitting down with the Cuban 
president Miguel Díaz-Canel 
for your documentary “Cuba 
After Castro.” What was your 
impression of him?

Abby Martin: Very person-
able. A very kind person. Not a 
politician in any sense of what a 

Western politician would be like. 
I can’t imagine sitting down with 
any congressperson and having 
the same sort of experience, where 
it’s three hours of unedited, noth-
ing scripted. He wasn’t given any 
questions in advance. 

I asked him about the pillars of 
propaganda that are used to justify 
this horrific, asphyxiating blockade. 
He answered them with grace and 
with very articulate, broad exam-
ples, turning the questions on 
their head, which I found really  
interesting, the way that he was 
able to do that. 

Like, what does democracy 
actually mean? Does it really mean 
multiple parties? What does it mean 
to have democracy? Do you have a 
free press in the US? Just all these 
things that are really fascinating. 

I mean, another thing about 
him is that he was a reluctant 
leader. All the myths that you hear 
about Cuba, that they banned the 
Beatles, that they’ve never allowed 
tattoos, that they hate all that shit, 
he personifies exactly what Western 
governments have tried to pretend 
Cuba is not. I mean, he loves the 
Beatles. He has tattoos. He loved 
going to gay clubs when he was 
growing up. He’s an incredible guy. 

The thing is, he can go out in 
the middle of crowds without bul-
letproof vests, without a security 
detail, and just be immersed in the 
people. That’s never something that 
you would see from a Western pol-
itician, because it would be danger-
ous. They would be killed because 

they have so many enemies and 
so many people want them dead 
because of how miserable they’ve 
made their lives. 

How do you feel the coun-
try is going to manage with the 
new reforms that have been 
announced?

Abby Martin: Yeah, that’s 
really unfortunate. I think any capit-
ulation is not going to stop the US 
aggression. You know, it was really 
clear that they felt like they had no 
choice but to open themselves up 
to these reforms, the hundreds of 
economic reforms. 

I think that they felt like they 
had to, to ease the pressure from 
the US. We saw the response to 
the reforms – “too little, too late.” 
They actually sanctioned them in 
response. I think any inch that you 
give is an inch too far.

You and the president 
talked about what is freedom 
of the press  and democracy  
in response to criticism of the 
Cuban government. What does 
democracy look like in Cuba?

Abby Martin: That’s what I 
keep trying to tell people. There’s 
just this cartoonish notion that 
Cuba is some sort of dictatorship. 
Look: Cuba practises democracy in 
much more profound ways than I’ve 
seen Americans practise democracy. 
They don’t just show up and pull a 
lever every two to four years. They 
are practising and engaging in com-
munity projects and conversations 
on a weekly, sometimes daily basis, 
because it’s all hands on deck.

It’s so tactile. It’s like: what is 
right in front of your face? How is 
the blockade impacting the pot-
holes and infrastructure right in 
your backyard? How can we work 
together to do that? So it’s small-
scale and national, but everyone’s 
involved. That’s what’s so beautiful. 
It’s such a beautiful national project. 
They practise democracy in every 
capacity that they can within that. 

We don’t know what these 
countries would be like if they 
didn’t have the boot of the US on 
their neck. There’s a self-preser-
vation mechanism where it’s like: 
if they were to open themselves 
up to another party, what would 
that party look like? It would be 
a capitalist party that would be 
injected with hundreds of millions 
of dollars in cash from the US gov-
ernment. The revolution would be 
destroyed in a year. Literally, they 
have no choice. 

Look at what happened in Vene-
zuela. Liberals who want democracy 
brought to Cuba, well, they need 
to fight against the blockade first 
and let Cuban people just live and 
prosper under their own choices. 

With Earth’s Greatest 
Enemy you said that you didn’t 
want the film, or any of your 
films, to be pessimistic. You 
say you want it to be a call to 
action, to give people hope. 
What is giving you hope at the 
moment?

Abby Martin: When I was first 
getting into politics and movement 
building, everything was siloed. 

I remember during the Iraq War 
buildup being told that pro-Pal-
estine messaging was too contro-
versial. I remember during Occupy 
Wall Street: “No, we shouldn’t go 
to Obama’s headquarters, because 
he doesn’t have anything to do with 
Wall Street.” It was this very big 
misunderstanding of our political 
moment and the material reality 
of our conditions. 

Cuba is simply a case study of 
what our greatest enemy does.

Every country fits into this kind 
of perspective once you understand 
that capitalism is driving this and 
imperialism is an outgrowth of that. 
I have hope in just the sustained 
activism around the world, of 
people who are putting everything 
on the line just for the chance, 
like  the elders in Okinawa and 
the people in Red Hill (US, where 
there’s a public health crisis due 
to fuel leaks). 

I encourage people who have 
privilege in our respective coun-
tries: we have the privilege and 
we have the duty. You know, you 
might not be in the heart of the 
imperial core like I am in America, 
but holy shit, you are an imperial 
asset, and you guys have the duty 
and the privilege to do everything 
in your power to stop this madness. 
I’m very inspired by everyone who 
is doing that around the world, and 
it keeps me motivated. 
IPAN WA  

Abby Martin with the 2026 Independent and Peaceful Australia Network conference in Adelaide.

The Cuban people are extremely resilient, 
and extremely deeply educated. They 

know exactly what they’re fighting for, 
what they could lose.
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Reviewer: HF

The long-awaited and highly 
controversial adaptation of the 
Odyssey has been released. 
Before the film was even 
released everyone and their 
dog already had an opinion. 

The film itself is entertaining. 
It has a 3-hour runtime and it kept 
me engaged all through. The pacing 
is fast, and there’s a significant 
amount of story content covered 
in that time. Depicting every line 
of the Odyssey would have made 
the movie last a week, but the well-
known elements of the story were 
covered – the giants, the Sirens, 
Circe who changes men into pigs, 
and of course the vengeful return 
and struggle with Penelope’s 
suitors. 

The film features many prom-
inent Hollywood actors, too many 
to name. Matt Damon as Odysseus 
was good for the role. A lot of actors 
are very prominent to the point 
where I couldn’t mentally separate 
them from their celebrity status. 
Tom Holland, Anne Hathaway, 
Robert Pattinson, Zendaya didn’t 
fully feel like their own characters, 
and often seemed like familiar 
actors in a different costume. 

Subject to racist and transpho-
bic online hate campaigns respec-
tively, Lupita Nyong’o as Helen 
and Clytemnestra, and Elliot Page 
as Sinon fit well into the casting. 
Nyong’o wasn’t on screen for very 
long but possibly had some of the 
best acting in the whole film, and 
Elliot Page had a particular stand-
out scene. Overall the casting 
seemed very safe, as most of the 
cast were either celebrities or had 
worked with Nolan before. 

One thing I didn’t like about the 
acting was the fact that every char-
acter spoke with an US accent. For 
period piece cinema in English, it’s 
cinematic convention to use British 
accents even though it’s no more 
accurate to Ancient Greek than 
any other kind of English. What 

I find strange is that a lot of these 
actors speak with non-US accents 
off-screen. Robert Pattinson speaks 
with a British accent in Nolan’s 
Tenet, so the American accents 
would have been a deliberate and 
strange choice in this film. 

In terms of a cinematic expe-
rience, The Odyssey was brilliant. 
Spectable is something Nolan has 
a reputation for with his extensive 
use of Imax 70mm technology. 
The cinematography was visually 
stunning throughout, but frequent 
night scenes limited its potential.  
The music wasn’t as prominent and 
beautiful as in his other films, but 
it enhanced the experience well 
enough. 

There’s a myth that Nolan 
doesn’t use CGI in his films. It 
would be more accurate to say that 
his films are shot practically and 
only use CGI when they absolutely 
have to, which is the case here. 

A common criticism of Nolan’s 
Odyssey is that it isn’t fully accurate 
to the source material in terms of 
costumes and armour. The orig-
inal armour of the late Bronze 
Age Mediterranean civilisations 
is very different to the European 
style armour used in the film. This 
will annoy people who expect a 
film adaption of a 2,600 year-old 
poem to be documentary realism, 
but the rest of us can put up with 
it. Personally, I was swept away by 
the action and the spectacle. 

One aspect of the film that has 
rightly gained controversy is its 
filming locations. Odyssey was 
filmed all around the world; in 
Europe, the Mediterranean, and 
Africa. 

However, parts of the film were 
shot in Western Sahara, an occu-
pied territory of Morocco and the 
last official colony in Africa. Per-
mission to film on location wasn’t 
given by the indigenous Sahrawi 
people, but by the Moroccan colo-
nial administration. 

The Sahrawi people endure 
displacement into refugee camps, 

militarised police, illegal Moroc-
can settlement, and landmines, 
while the Moroccan regime invites 
filmmakers to the desert beaches. 
Morocco’s colonisation of Western 
Sahara is to be condemned, not 
legitimised through Hollywood 
cinema, and all Western Saharan 
territory must be governed by its 
indigenous inhabitants. 

To paraphrase Sahrawi cre-
ative Mohamed Sleiman Labat, 
cinema audiences and the Sahrawi 
people deserve better than to have 
art filmed without permission on 
occupied land.

Nolan’s The Odyssey is over-
all a good film. It’s a Westernised 
interpretation of a classic poem, and  
stands on its own as a technically 
impressive cinematic spectacle.  

What happened in  
Ein Arik
2 August
This afternoon, settler militias – 
backed by the army – attacked farms 
in the West Bank village of Ein Arik. 
A farmer was severely beaten, and 
18-year-old Khaled Ashraf Shilo was 
assaulted, beaten, and brutalised, suf-
fering broken arms.

Additionally, Ahmed Hassan Shilo was 
arrested, and more than 200 head of sheep 
were stolen from his farm. Several homes 
were also attacked.

This is just a small fraction of the daily 
attacks.

I am speaking about the village where I 
live, located 7 km from the city of Ramallah.

Hosny Shilo,
Member of the Palestinian National Council,  

General Director of Media for the PLO’s 
Department of Labor and Planning,  

Member of the General Secretariat of the 
Journalists’ Syndicate

Education inequity
I’ve been reading Jane Caro’s Rich 
Kid, Poor Kid and was pleased to see 
the Australian Education Union’s arti-
cle about the ‘Deeply Unfair’ school 
funding system currently in place in 
this country backing up her insights. 

However, they were too polite to name 
the cause. Another book, by Amy Remeikis 
Where It All Went Wrong: the case against 
John Howard explains it all. 

I’ve lived behind a Catholic school for 16 
years and have seen it buy up the houses on 
its perimeter. Three years ago I watched a 
music/drama complex being built, while the 

public primary school around the corner is 
still using demountables.

So many of our present inequalities can 
be placed at the feet of little Johnny Howard 
– the increased racism, the inequitable hous-
ing situation, health insurance, the expense 
of child care and aged care, and education. 
All of which Howard carefully privatised. He 
withheld the Hawke-era ‘new schools’ policy 
which would not support anyone who wanted 
to establish a non-government school in an 
area already well-equipped with schools. 
Howard simply didn’t fund them. 

But he introduced a new funding scheme 
to replace the Educational Resources Index 
(ERI). The ERI wasn’t perfect but was at 
least based on the total private income of a 
school. Howard’s new socioeconomic status 
school model (SES) didn’t take into account 
the private income of students’ families, so 
rich kids from areas classified as having 
poorer socioeconomic status, would get more 
money for the school. 

He guaranteed additional funding for any 
non-government school possibly disadvan-
taged by the switch in funding models. This 
meant that more Commonwealth money 
could be funnelled into already wealthy 

private schools. Between 1999 and 2005, 
Federal funding to private schools increased 
by $1,584 per student compared to just $261 
per student in the public system.

To add to this inequity, state governments 
then began closing or consolidating gov-
ernment schools, which resulted in a larger 
recruitment in non-government schools due 
to reduced public school availability. This 
has seen a steady decline in enrolments in 
public schools. In 1996, 74% of high school 
students went to a public school. In 2023 
it was 69%.

I won’t even begin to talk about his influ-
ence on our universities through threats to 
withhold their Commonwealth funding. We 
now have Australia’s major universities being 
run by big business and their networks with 
little input from staff, students, or academics. 
Today the unhealthy high cost of degrees is 
a result of his meddling.

E Whitehead

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
299 Enmore Road
Marrickville NSW 2204

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Odysseus played by Matt Damon.

Spectacle is something  
Nolan has a justified 

reputation for

Film Review:

Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey

Sudoku solution
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Reviewer: Brent Cutler

When it comes to the conflict 
between the Soviet Union and 
Nazi Germany I, along with 
most readers of the paper, 
have a slight bias toward the 
Soviet Union! 

The most striking problem with 
Robert Forcyk’s latest book is that 
he makes no distinction between 
either state, regarding them both 
as tyrannies. But what else should 
we expect, given that the author is 
a former US army officer?

This is a work of historical 
revisionism, which views the two 
regimes as equal, thus paving the 
way for fascism. Forcyk ignores 
the fact that Nazi Germany was 
the aggressor; his revisionist 
interpretation puts the state that 
initiated the Final Solution on the 
same footing with the people who 
liberated Auschwitz.

The book studies the strengths 

and weaknesses of the generals on 
both sides of the conflict. In the 
book, Forcyk takes the Principles 
of War – objective, offensive, mass, 
manoeuvre, surprise and security 
– and uses them to measure the 
performance of generals of both 
sides. Think of the children’s card 
game, Top Trumps.

Forcyk makes no connection 
between war and wider social and 
economic factors, although he lets 
down his guard when he points out 
the very different class origins of 
the Soviet and German generals. 

Most Soviet officers were from 
working-class or peasant back-
grounds; their German counter-
parts, many of whom began their 
military careers before World War 
I, came from elite backgrounds and 
would either have been trained at 
the Kreig Schule (War School) or 
joined the Kadeettekorps (Cadet 
Corps).

For example, Generalfeldmar-

schall Erich von Manstein, who 
held command at Leningrad and 
Stalingrad came from an aristocratic 
Prussian family with a history of 
military service, later joining the 
Kadeettekorps. In contrast, the 
most famous Soviet Commander, 
Marshall Zhukov, was from peasant 
stock and was conscripted in World 
War I, later joining the Red Army 
as a volunteer.

The Red Army, created in 1917 
and the Wehrmacht, in 1935, were 
both new military formations. How-
ever, while the Red Army had its 
origins in workers’ militia, while the 
Wehrmacht was a reorganisation 
of its predecessor, the Reichswehr.

Forcyk exposes some of the 
problems of Blitzkrieg (Lightning 
War), highly successful in overrun-
ning France and Belgium but less 
so when it came to larger areas like 
the Soviet Union. The Wehrmacht 
would often break through enemy 
lines but soon experience problems 

of supply. The origins of Blitzkrieg 
were economic; German capitalists 
and bankers favoured a war in short 
bursts which, if successful, would 
give an immediate return on their 
investment.

The Wehrmacht’s poor logis-
tical backing, made up of horse 
pulled wagons and old trucks, was 
arguably a sign of German capital’s 
lack of investment in the war effort.

Germany’s failure to achieve 
unity of command, was a prob-
lem attributable to Nazism. Fas-
cist regimes may take away civil 
liberties and workers’ rights but 
this does not stop backbiting and 
one-upmanship between differ-
ent elements of the regime. The 
lack of co-operation between the 
Wehrmacht and the Luftwaffe is 
a striking example of this.

The book includes chapters on 
Barbarossa, the operations of 1942 
and 1943, and ends with Opera-
tion Bagration, the final assault 

on Berlin. There is no mention 
of atrocities committed by the 
Wehrmacht or the SS, and even the 
Einsatzgruppen (Nazi paramilitary 
death squads who accompanied the 
army) ‘are not mentioned.’ Forcyk 
does, however, find the time to 
criticise the NKVD (Soviet Internal 
Security) for attempting to indoc-
trinate German POWs.

Fortunately the Soviet Union 
defeated Nazi Germany and we 
all owe it a massive debt. The Red 
Army may have been weakened by 
the purges of the interwar years, 
which Forcyk is keen to point out. 
However, its operational capa-
bilities improved throughout the 
war while that of the Wehrmacht 
declined, resulting in its defeat.

In the final analysis, this con-
flict, or any other cannot be reduced 
to a game of Top Trumps.
Morning Star  

Book Review:

Generalship on The Eastern Front 
1941 - 45: A Study in Command 

by Robert Forcyk

Book Review:

Fear Before the Fall.  
Horror films in the late Soviet Union

Brad Desdon

With the AFL Grand Final looming, 
we had a chat with the Scientist.

As the cliché has it, football is a funny old 
game and anything can happen. That said, 
the Scientist favours Fremantle v Hawks for 
the Grand Final this year, principally because 
both smash rivals when they are fit and both 
have strong defences. 

If it comes about, that will be a particu-
larly interesting grannie – the different syles 
of Freo and the Hawks show very different 
philosophies. Fremantle’s philosophy is 
built around ruck and stoppage dominance, 

coupled with big, strong and fit forwards, 
very good in the air.

Hawthorn focus more on transition and 
can pick apart opposition with precise kick-
ing, and bounce out of half back with speed. 
Hawks have a unique forward line more about 
leading and creating/using space than aerial 
dominance. Both sides have big, strong and 
smart key backs

Of course there are other favourites. A 
lot of people are backing Brisbane for the 
flag. The Scientist thinks Brisbane can do 
it, no doubt, but don’t look hungry enough. 
He points out that Brisbane were recently 
poleaxed by Carlton and by the Giants a 

month before that. If Brisbane want to get 
there, they need to stop sleep walking.

Some like the Sydney Swans for the Grand 
Final, but the Scientist thinks they don’t have 
the big bodies needed in the middle third.

Surprise of the year so far is  Carlton 
losing six games in a row and then winning 
seven in a row, what’s going on there?

As for Tasmania, while he doesn’t com-
ment on the new stadium issue, the Scientist 
is stoked at the prospect of a new team in 
the league. His dream is a ground that is 
permanently sold out. Collingwood vibes 
are propping up hype this days, and the AFL 
could do with a lot more football-mad people.

As someone who loves football for the 
spectacle and follows it on social media out 
of a combination of habit and masochism, 
the Scientist is impatient with the football 
‘managerial class,’ talking about processes 
as though they ever solved any problems, 
and reacting too quickly to the prospect of 
bad PR. The game’s the thing!

Apart from the Grand Final itself and 
the finals that come before it, the Scientist 
is looking forward to Hawthorn-Geelong 
still to come.  

Sport: AFL
Grand Final prospects, the year so far

Reviewer: Graham Holton

Fear Before the Fall: Horror 
Films in the Late Soviet Union 
by Alexander Herbert (2023) 
is a fascinating study of how 
Soviet filmmakers channelled 
societal anxieties through hor-
ror before the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. Each chapter 
covers a film breaking down 
narrative, context, and impact.

There are few English-language 
books devoted exclusively to Soviet 
horror cinema, making this a valuable 
introduction to a neglected area of inter-
national film history.

The four films analysed are placed 
within the late Soviet’s political and 
cultural atmosphere showing why super-
natural and horrific themes emerged 
when they did. Herbert discusses the 
symbolism and social meanings embed-
ded within each film.

The era leading up to 1991 has a 
surprising number of horror movies. 
The common assumption has been that 
the Soviet Union only began producing 
horror films in 1967 with Viy, which is 
based on a short story by Nikolai Gogol.

Soviet horror draw upon Slavic folk-
lore and mythology as well as  themes of 
alienation, nationalism, ecological disas-
ters, scientific experimentation, nuclear 
fears, bureaucracy, folklore, generational 
tensions, and the uncertainty surround-
ing the final years of the USSR. Soviet 
horror reflects psychological unease. 

Fear Before the Fall challenges 
the common Cold War assumption that 
socialist societies either suppressed 
horror or produced only propaganda.  
Herbert shows that horror was a vehicle 
through which filmmakers explored the 
contradictions within late Soviet society. 
His analysis invites questions about how 
genre cinema reflects periods of social 
and political transition, including the 

tensions associated with the reforms of 
the 1980s and the decline of the Soviet 
system.

Drawing on substantial research, 
Herbert avoids the curly theoretical 
writing style of much film academia, 
making the book accessible for film 
buffs of all sorts. Fear Before the Fall 
is highly rewarding, introducing the 
reader to some great film. 

Fear Before the Fall is an engaging, 
informative, and a pioneering study 
that opens an overlooked area of film 
history. Its greatest achievement is 
showing that Soviet horror possessed 
its own distinctive identity and did not 
imitate Hollywood horror films. It fills 
a significant gap in English-language 
books on Soviet popular culture. Well 
worth reading and highly recommended. 

5 out of 5 (red) stars
Soviet horror, including the classic 
Viy can be found on YouTube by 
searching for ‘Mosfilms’  
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A Carruthers

Ireland has a proud revolu-
tionary history. Despite that 
the national bourgeois revo-
lution was never completed 
and in fact became severely 
degraded over swathes of 
twentieth-century and twen-
ty-first history.

Figures like James Connolly, 
an ardent socialist who gave his life 
in the 1916 Rising, are still held in 
high regard. 

Irish revolutionary independ-
ence, despite everything, still has 
its place in the Republic. 

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia’s fraternal Communist Party 
of Ireland maintains Connolly 
Books right in the centre of Dublin, 
selling both Marxist-Leninist and 
revolutionary Irish literature to 
the general public. Working-class 
culture and identity remains strong.

But the degradation of the 
national revolution is real, and the 
socialist revolution still remains 
far off. 

Key to the question – Where 
next for Ireland? – is the question 
of the place of Ireland in the Euro-
pean Union. Many Irish people are 
led to believe that, following Brexit 
and the Special Military Operation 
in Ukraine, Ireland is better off in 
the EU. But is it?

Writing in Socialist Voice, the 
mouthpiece of the Communist Party 
of Ireland, Nicola Lawlor notes that 
the EU is “a set of inter-state insti-
tutions designed to legally maximise 
the freedom of movement of capital, 
goods, services, and labour.”

Through the EU Germany 
has established “hegemony over 
Europe, a Europe that was strong 
enough to be part of what Samir 
Amin calls the triad of imperialism: 
the United States, the European 
Union, and Japan.” 

Tommy Mckearney notes that 
“So intense is the pro-EU propa-
ganda that to challenge the received 
wisdom is to risk being deemed 
deranged at best.” And yet, “the 
top 10% of Irish households hold 
half of all wealth, with the top 1% 
owning 13%, and 11 billionaires 
collectively wealthier than 85% of 
the population combined.”

Ireland carried 42 per cent of 
all European banking debt during 
the latest global financial crisis. 
Having European warehouses 
strewn across Ireland for this or 
that large corporation is doing 
nothing to stop rising inequality 
and poverty, both in major cities 
and the towns.

Recent attacks on migrant 
workers are revealing deep divisions 
in society due to worsening condi-
tions under capitalism. Capitalism 
breeds fascism, turning the working 
class against each other.

According to Lawlor, it there-
fore becomes necessary to fight 
“against the Irish state and the EU 
in their destructive actions against 
the Global South and people here.” 
In other words the battle remains 
against imperialism and against 
capitalism, both at once.

The issue, much as in other 
places, is the strength of Western 
European propaganda. The EU is 
on a war footing with the Far East 

and is ratcheting up Cold War 
rhetoric. How will the progressive 
front challenge the status quo in 
this regard?

“Euroscepticism” as it is often 
called, has been hijacked by the far-
right. To question EU imperialism 
should be a left-wing, a progressive 
position. The Communists cannot 
go so far out in advance of the 
working class to become incompre-
hensible, but more and more, bit by 
bit, the working masses are seeing 
the reality of the EU for what it is.

That is, the EU as a profit-mak-
ing and war-mongering entity, is 
exposed as an hindrance to Irish 
independence and an obstacle to 
the establishment of a multi-eth-
nic working-class government in 
Ireland. 

Geostrategic games played 
by the ruling classes of Western 
Europe are destroying lives at home. 
It’s the EU that’s killing people. 

There are lessons for us here in 
Australia as well. We too do battle 
against the Australian state with its 

colonial, settler foundations, and 
we challenge its place in the impe-
rialist Western bloc, especially in 
the age of AUKUS. The Australian 
government claims it doesn’t have 
enough money for this or that pro-
ject. But when it comes to AUKUS, 
suddenly it can find nearly 400 
billion dollars in its back pocket. 

Just imagine what we could 
build with 400 billion dollars!  

Does Ireland need the EU?

James Connolly was an ardent socialist who gave his life in the 1916 Rising.  
Photo: William Murphy – flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Cuba, a country enduring a 
devastating economic crisis 
with 20-plus hours of black-
outs a day, has apparently 
played an instrumental role 
in “turning America against 
itself” through a “sprawl-
ing influence and espionage 
network.”

According to the US State 
Department, Cuba is responsi-
ble, at least in part, for the Black 
Panthers, the National Lawyers 
Guild, Black Lives Matter, the 
George Floyd “riots,” the Dem-
ocratic Socialists of America, 
Angela Davis, university activism, 

anti-ICE organisers, Antifa, 
Democracy Now!’s Amy Goodman, 
New York Mayor Zohran Mam-
dani, Los Angeles Mayor Karen 
Bass ... and the list goes on.

Belly of the Beast is also men-
tioned as being part of this vast 
Communist conspiracy for its role 
in helping Hasan Piker shoot a 
documentary while he was in Cuba.

According to the report, Cuba’s 
“subversive” influence has even 
reached mainstream liberal pol-
iticians like Barack Obama and 
institutions like Harvard University.

The report seems to embrace 
its McCarthyite parallels, citing 

“blacklists, McCarthy-era investiga-
tions and prosecutions, and a slate 
of anti-communist laws” as having 
effectively crushed the Communist 
Party by 1959. The historical back-
ground reads less like a cautionary 
tale and more like a blueprint for 
an impending crackdown.

Speaking on the House floor 
after returning from a trip to the 
island, Rep. Mark Pocan (D-WI) 
called the report “the stupidest, 
most fantastical, most biased thing” 
he’s ever read.

The report is indeed an absurd 
hodgepodge of distorted history 
and sweeping, conspiratorial 

conclusions. But its political impli-
cations are real.

The report serves two purposes:
1. Justify repression at home. 

The report casts protest move-
ments, journalists, academics, soli-
darity organisations and activists in 
the US not as independent actors, 
but rather products or instruments 
of a hostile foreign government. It 
thus provides a pretext for repres-
sion in the US, making it easier to 
smear, discredit, persecute and 
silence critical voices.

2. Justify regime change in 
Cuba. The report says Cuba has 
tried to attack the US from within, 

turning US citizens “into instru-
ments of their own nation’s undo-
ing” by “persuading the children of 
the West to turn against their own 
inheritance.” By portraying Cuba as 
an existential threat – not just to US 
security, but to US society itself – 
the Trump administration further 
strengthens its case for economic 
warfare and military intervention.
Belly of the Beast  

Rubio’s McCarthyism

Pilar Troya Fernández

Elected in 2023 and reelected in 2025, 
President Daniel Noboa has concen-
trated power in the executive branch, 
clashed with the Constitutional Court, 
abused states of emergency, and 
turned the justice system into a tool 
against his opponents. Analysts and 
human rights organisations describe a 
drift toward a dictatorial edge: a leader 
who preserves the forms of democracy 
while eroding its substance. 

The run-up to the local elections on 29 
November 2026, offers the clearest example 
of this strategy, aimed at securing victory 
by preventing the opposition from fielding 
candidates.

The manoevre combines two elements 
that can only be understood together. The 

first: on 6 March 2026, following a complaint 
filed by the Attorney General’s Office, a judge 
from the Contentious-Electoral Tribunal 
(TCE) suspended the Citizen Revolution 
(RC) – the largest opposition party and 
movement led by former President Rafael 
Correa – for nine months. The measure was 
upheld weeks later and, in July, endorsed by 
the Constitutional Court.

At the same time, Unidad Popular, a 
left-wing party, and Construye, a right-wing 
movement for which Fernando Villavicencio 
– who was assassinated in 2023 – ran for 
president, were removed from the registry 
of political organisations by the National 
Electoral Council (CNE) on the grounds that 
they did not meet the minimum number of 
members required by law.

The appeal was denied in the case of Con-
struye, which denounced ‘judicial persecution 

of critics and opponents’ and described the 
decision as democratic fraud. Unidad Popular 
managed to prove that the CNE acted outside 
the legal time limit (23 days late) and that 
the cancellation lacked sufficient evidence 
regarding the actual number of members.

The second piece is the calendar. In 
March, the National Electoral Council (CNE) 
moved up the local government elections – 
originally scheduled for February 2027 – to 
29 November 2026, citing the risk of rains 
associated with the El Niño phenomenon. 
Neither the 1998 El Niño nor the pandemic 
had previously justified such an early date.

The new candidate registration period 
– from 2 to 17 August 2026 – falls within 
the nine-month period during which the 
opposition is suspended. Moving the elec-
tions forward to coincide with the suspen-
sion prevents the government’s main rival 

(RC) from submitting slates under its own 
party name.

In June 2026, Ecuador was included 
for the first time in the World Organisation 
Against Torture’s Global Torture Index, in 
the ‘high-risk’ category: the organisation 
documented 369 reports of torture and at 
least 51 enforced disappearances attributed to 
state agents between 2024 and 2026, within 
the context of the ‘internal armed conflict’ 
declared by the government, which has 
imposed 21 states of emergency, 9 curfews, 
and 272 days of movement restrictions – 
measures that have had virtually no effect 
on reducing crime.
Globetrotter (edited for space)  

Ecuador: Noboa’s semi-dictatorship 
eliminates opponents

https://us.list-manage.com/kOBtytETk6o?e=3d4f56f6c9&c2id=9684146abda54ba28f42c5ad8c1c1a7f
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Chattan Kisan

The Nathu La Pass sits 4,545 metres above sea 
level and is wedged between Xizang’s Yadong 
county in Xigaze Prefecture and India’s Sik-
kim State. As a cross-border trade passage, the 
pass was temporarily closed in 2020. Before 
the closure, its total import and export vol-
ume topped 73 million yuan (about AU$15 
million) in 2019.

Yadong had historically served as a major route 
on the southern branch of the ancient Silk Road and 
a gateway for trade between China and South Asian 
countries. The pass was closed after a dispute triggered 
by road construction. 

A local official told the Global Times that relations 
between China and India have become more relaxed 
and that the atmosphere has become more positive. 

Qian Feng, director of the Research Department 
at Tsinghua University’s National Strategy Institute, 
told the Global Times that before the closures, trade 
volumes through the reopened border crossings 
accounted for only a very small share of overall Chi-
na-India trade. Therefore, the resumption of border 
trade routes carries greater symbolic significance than 
economic significance.

The reopening of the passes, which serve as impor-
tant China-India trade gateways, represents a sign 
of improving bilateral relations, as the two countries 
have been increasing mutual trust through exchanges 
and cooperation across multiple fields and levels in 
recent years. The reopening not only boosts economic 
ties but also provides a foundation for improving 
people-to-people relations, Qian said.
Global Times  

IRAN: Dialysis equipment for 44,000 patients has finally 
reached Iran after being held by the United States for 95 
days. The eight-container shipment had been detained since 
20 April before its release following cooperation between the 
Iranian Red Crescent and 17 international and humanitarian 
organisations. Iranian authorities said the vital supplies will 
now be distributed to treatment centres nationwide, describing 
the delivery as a breakthrough amid tightening US measures 
against Iran.

LEBANON: UNESCO has added a group of historic for-
tresses in southern Lebanon and the archaeological site of 
Sebastia in the occupied West Bank to its list of ‘World Her-
itage in Danger,’ citing damage, military threats, and Israeli 
projects that could permanently alter the protected locations. 
The Lebanese Culture Minister described the decision as “a 
remarkable achievement in the effort to protect these impor-
tant historical landmarks.” The Lebanese government can 
currently access only two of the five fortresses included in the 
designation.

SUDAN: Sudan has rejected a US-proposed ceasefire plan, 
warning that its terms would effectively divide Sudan by grant-
ing the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) a permanent position of 
influence. The Sudanese government reiterated its commit-
ment to full RSF withdrawal from Darfur, Kordofan, and the 
Blue Nile. The Sudanese Foreign Minister stressed that while 
Sudan remains open to dialogue, it will not accept arrange-
ments that compromise national sovereignty or validate for-
eign-backed aggression.

BRAZIL: Brazil hosted the 26th International AIDS Confer-
ence in Rio de Janeiro from 26-31 July. The foreign aid cuts 
by the Trump administration raised serious concerns among 
humanitarian and health organisations around the world, par-
ticularly over their potential impact on HIV prevention and 
treatment programs in Africa. Several high-level delegations 
from several African states took part in the conference and 
eagerly anticipated the US representative speech on invest-
ment opportunities in six African states. 

There was an angry uproar, however, when a projected map 
of Africa showed the countries in wrong locations. Nigeria was 
placed in the Sahara, making the West African coastal nation 
appear landlocked, Mozambique was moved from southwest-
ern Africa to the Horn of Africa, Ivory Coast appeared on the 
opposite side of the continent. The locations or borders of 
Cameroon, Malawi, and Uganda were inaccurate as well. An 
examination of the image found a watermark indicating that 
it had been created by using Open AI technology, Reuters 
reported. Evidently, no human intelligence was involved.

EU: The European Union has quietly removed an item from 
its latest list of sanctions against Russia. No, it was not 
life-saving medicine or fire-fighting equipment, it was sable 
pelts. The two main buyers of Russian sable pelts are Italy 
and Greece and they were behind the move. Fur manufactur-
ers in Greece, which has one of the EU’s last remaining pro-
duction hubs, warned earlier that the sanctions could spell the 
end of the industry. 

ITALY: Health officials in Italy have put almost all of the coun-
try’s major cities on the highest level of alert for high tem-
peratures in response to heatwaves. Residents in the cities 
affected are urged to avoid heat and direct sunlight for most 
of the day, stay indoors if possible and to drink plenty of fluids. 
The Copernicus Climate Change Service says that Europe is 
the fastest-warming continent.
(see Guardian #2198, 19 July for more)

EL SALVADOR: El Salvador has handed down prison sen-
tences exceeding 1,000 years to gang members as part of 
a sweeping crackdown initiated in 2022 by Salvadoran pres-
ident Nayib Bukele, who calls himself the “world’s coolest 
dictator.”

Global Briefs
China, India re-open 

mountain pass

Photo: Rajan.PITHVA – wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Three Italian unions have 
signed a landmark agree-
ment with Amazon covering 
video surveillance and other 
employment rights issues. The 
deal, reported on 1 August is 
the first national collective 
agreement reached with Ama-
zon in any country.

The Filt CGIL, Fit CISL and 
Uiltrasporti unions said 57 sites in 
Italy are now covered in the deal 
struck with Amazon Italia Transport 
and Amazon Italia Logistica. The 
unions cover transport workers, 
and miscellaneous workers.

On video surveillance, the 
unions say it has been agreed that 
images cannot be used for disci-
plinary ‌purposes. Workers have 
also won the right to take parental 
leave in increments as small as a 
single hour.

A spokesperson for Amazon in 
Italy said: “We welcome the agree-
ment reached with trade unions, 
which introduces new flexibility 
and work-life balance tools and 
enhances existing ones, bringing 
them into a shared framework for 
the benefit of our employees and 
their families.” 

Christy Hoffman, general sec-
retary of Uni Global, the global 
union federation covering services, 
digi-tech, finance and logistics, 
congratulated the Italian unions 
for their “determination and soli-
darity” which made the agreement 
possible. 

“This is what happens when 
workers stand together and demand 
to be heard. But collective bargain-
ing cannot be an exception reserved 
for Italy. Amazon is a global com-
pany, and it should recognise that 
workers’ rights are universal.”
Morning Star  

Italian unions reach first 
ever national deal with 

Amazon

“Amazon is a global company, 
and it should recognise that 

workers’ rights are universal.”
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Graham Holton

The US oil embargo and sanc-
tions have restricted Cuba’s 
access to finance, trade, and 
many imported goods, causing 
high fuel and food prices. Lim-
ited access to imported fuel, 
spare parts, and equipment 
has created low productiv-
ity, currency distortions, and 
inefficiencies in state owned 
enterprises. 

Support from traditional trad-
ing partners has been reduced due 
to US political and military pres-
sure, worsening the supply problem. 
Cuba is solving these economic and 
social problems through technical 
creativity, innovation, resourceful-
ness, and community solidarity.

The Cuban government is doing 
much to solve the energy problem 
by expanding renewable energy 
through installing large solar farms, 
and increased wind and biomass 
generation from the sugar industry. 

It is seeking investment from China 
and other countries to modernise 
its electricity system. As well as 
this, the recent change in regula-
tions has allowed many Cubans to 
operate informal businesses from 
home, such as restaurants, repair 
shops, delivery services, and mobile 
phone repairs.

Engineers and technicians keep 
machinery, vehicles, and household 
appliances operating by fabricating 
replacement parts, or adapting 
components from other equip-
ment. Engineers and clinicians 
repair, refurbish, or adapt medical 
equipment to keep hospitals func-
tioning when replacement parts are 
unavailable. 

Mechanics convert bicycles 
into electric bikes using salvaged 
motors and batteries, reducing 
fuel consumption. Car batteries, 
repurposed lithium batteries, and 
inverters are used in homemade 
backup systems to provide elec-
tricity during outages. 

Everyday Cubans are inventing 
new ways to survive the economic 
crisis and help solve their everyday 
problems. The shortages of food, 
fuel, medicine, and electricity have 
led to creative strategies to meet 
their needs. People exchange goods, 
services and skills, and use social 
media or messaging apps to locate 
scarce products. 

Families and neighbourhoods 
grow vegetables in backyards, roof-
tops, and community gardens to 
supplement scarce food supplies. 
Farmers use animal manure and 
organic waste to produce methane 
for cooking and heating water, 
reducing dependence on bottled 
gas and firewood. 

Families share food, child-
care, transport, and medical sup-
plies with neighbours in a barter 
exchange. Many households 
build simple solar hot-water sys-
tems using recycled pipes, tanks, 
and glass to power lights, mobile 
phones, fans, Wi-Fi routers, 

and small appliances during the 
blackouts. 

Rural communities have devel-
oped wood-burning stoves that use 
less fuel. Some remote communities 
use combinations of solar panels, 
batteries, and diesel backup gen-
erators to reduce reliance on the 
national grid.

The healthcare system faces 
major shortages of medical sup-
plies and modern equipment. Yet 
nearly every neighbourhood has a 
doctor and nurse living and working 
within the community, providing 
early diagnosis and home visits. 
Community healthcare workers 
closely monitor older adults, preg-
nant women, and those suffering 
from chronic illnesses, allowing 
early intervention. Digital consulta-
tions and electronic health records 
have expanded to improve access 
to specialists.

Cuba has built a signifi-
cant biotechnology sector that 
develops domestic vaccines and 

pharmaceuticals. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic Cuba devel-
oped its own vaccines. Shortages 
of imported medicines have led to 
wider use of herbal and traditional 
plant-based remedies, supported 
by research and guidance from the 
public health system. 

These survival strategies 
demonstrate remarkable inge-
nuity and resilience. At the same 
time, they reflect the severity of 
the economic hardships many 
Cubans endure. 

Cuba’s strong engineering tra-
dition, innovation and resourceful-
ness cannot substitute for economic 
growth, reliable infrastructure, and 
access to international markets. 
Large-scale investment is needed 
in electricity generation, trans-
mission, and storage to provide a 
reliable power supply nationwide. 
Until then Cuba is surviving the 
best way it knows how.  

Cuban ingenuity and resilience 
are saving the country

Zhao Yusha

New Zealand Foreign Minister Win-
ston Peters’ racist remarks, in which 
he told a lawmaker of Chinese descent 
to “go back to your own country,” have 
drawn  a response from the Chinese 
Embassy in New Zealand. The embassy 
lodged solemn representations with 
Wellington and urged it to create an 
open, inclusive and non-discrimina-
tory environment for members of the 
Chinese community in New Zealand 
to study, live and work.

During a debate about New Zealand’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, New 
Zealand Foreign Minister and NZ First leader 

Peters was asked by Green Party member 
Lawrence Xu-Nan if he was vaccinated.

In response, Peters said that Xu-Nan,  
who grew up in Auckland, had “come here 
five minutes ago.”

Peters launched a tirade against Xu-Nan 
saying “Go back to your own country. That’s 
where they lie like a flatfish, but they don’t 
lie like that here.” 

“This is called a democracy, unlike what 
you’re used to. Go back to where you’ve come 
from, you loudmouth,” he said. 

China’s ambassador to New Zealand 
Wang Xiaolong wrote on social media that 
“sometimes, a statement says more about 
the person that makes it than anything or 
anybody else.”

Later the Chinese Embassy in New 
Zealand said on X that “a relevant official 
in charge of the Chinese Embassy in New 
Zealand lodged solemn representations with 
the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade over the negative China-related 
remarks made by a certain politician in the 
New Zealand Parliament.”

Mao Ning, a spokesperson from Chi-
na’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said par-
liamentary debates in New Zealand are 
New Zealand’s internal affairs. He noted 
that Peters’ remarks had been criticised by 
New Zealanders, including Prime Minister 
Christopher Luxon. 

A spokesperson for Luxon said that 
Winston Peters “has a long track record of 

inappropriate attention-seeking comments 
designed to get the media and other politi-
cians to talk about him instead of the issues 
Kiwis are facing.”

NZ Labour deputy Carmel Sepuloni said 
Luxon should sack Peters as foreign minister 
for such “explicitly racist” language.

It is not the first time Peters has been 
embroiled in controversy over racist 
comments.

In 2025, Peters and his deputy, Shane 
Jones, were forced to back down after the 
deputy yelled “send the Mexicans home” 
at Mexican-born MP Francisco Hernandez 
during a debate. 
Global Times (edited for space)  

Aotearoa Foreign Minister in racism row

The Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps says Iranian 
strikes targeted aircraft, 
air defence systems, fuel 
infrastructure, intelligence 
facilities, and military logis-
tics hubs at US bases across 
the region.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC) spokesper-
son Hussein Mohebbi outlined 
US military losses during fifteen 
days of retaliatory Iranian strikes 
on US bases across the region, in 

response to US aggression on the 
country launched from these bases. 

Mohebbi said that Iranian 
strikes destroyed a range of fixed-
wing aircraft, helicopters, and 
unmanned aerial vehicles, including 
11 fighter jets and helicopters, eight 
refuelling tankers, a Poseidon mar-
itime patrol aircraft, and a heavy 
transport aircraft.

The IRGC spokesperson said 
that Iranian forces also inflicted 
significant damage on US mili-
tary surveillance, air defence, and 

command infrastructure during 
the fighting, destroying multiple 
command-and-control centres, 
radar installations, air defence 
systems, and satellite communi-
cations assets.

Mohebbi also claimed that 
Iranian strikes caused extensive 
damage to military infrastructure 
at US bases, targeting aircraft shel-
ters, drone facilities, hangars, and 
operational infrastructure used to 
support air operations.

The losses also included six 

underground missile bunkers, six 
fighter and helicopter maintenance 
centres, two signals intelligence 
communication centres, one data 
intelligence hub, one artificial 
intelligence processing centre, 
one Amazon data node, and one 
unmanned surface vehicle (USV) 
storage facility.

Mohebi revealed that the US 
casualty figures from recent Iranian 
strikes were inaccurate, stressing 
that more than 200 American per-
sonnel were killed during Operation 
Nasr 2. He described the number 
of wounded as “far higher” than 
the reported death toll.

He described US reports on 
its military casualties as “an out-
right lie.” 

The spokesperson also urged 
the American public not to allow 

what he called their “dishonest 
military commanders” to mislead 
them about the extent of the losses.

He further called on the US 
government to allow journalists 
access to the strike locations so 
they could independently assess 
the damage and determine how 
many personnel had been killed.

Iran has repeatedly said that 
US military bases and economic 
assets in the Gulf region have been 
used to launch acts of aggression 
against Iran, including strikes that 
have resulted in civilian casualties. 
In this context, Iran frames any 
action against such facilities as 
retaliation against hostile military 
activity originating from or enabled 
by those bases.
Al-Mayadeen (edited for space)  

Iran details US military losses over 15 days of strikes
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Pushing both pedals  
on suicide

GH

Women are less prone to suicide than men, but the figures still 
point to a tragedy that should be prevented if possible. The lat-
est complete data available on suicide nationally is for 2024. It 
shows 777 female deaths, or 23.5 per cent of all suicide deaths. 
A major review by Monash University and the Sax Institute found 
high suicide risk in emergency and medical services, veterinary 
work, arts and entertainment, and transport. 

Risks are particularly high for women doctors and nurses – 
almost four times greater than women in other careers. Workers 
in this sector experience elevated rates of psychological distress 
and burnout, resulting in suicidal thoughts. In 2018 the Medical 
Journal of Australia warned that a system-wide change was 
needed to support doctors’ physical and mental health, and tack-
le the tragic problem of suicide amongst the health workforce.

A number of pressures affect women in medicine, including 
gender discrimination, barriers to career advancement, and 
balancing demanding careers with disproportionate caring and 
domestic responsibilities. High expectations of perfection and 
the fear of professional consequences cause mental health 
issues. 

There’s an overlap with other areas. Workplaces with high psy-
chological demand and little autonomy are of major concern. 
Heavy workloads and exposure to trauma are common among 
paramedics, police, firefighters, and emergency department 
staff, who are repeatedly exposed to death, violence and serious 
injury, contributing to PTSD, depression and suicidal thoughts. 
Veterinarians, doctors, farmers and some emergency workers 
have access to medications and firearms, increasing the likeli-
hood that any attempted suicide will be fatal. 

Long working hours, fatigue from prolonged shifts, night shifts 
and sleep disruption increase the risk of depression, anxiety and 
burnout. Workplaces with persistent bullying, discrimination, and 
sexual harassment are major contributors to poor mental health 
and suicidal behaviour, particularly when workers feel they are 
unable to report their concerns. 

Veterinary science, like nursing, is a majority-women profes-
sion. Female vets outnumber male vets by more than two to 
one. Veterinarians face a combination of risks. The frequent 
euthanasia of animals, followed by compassion fatigue, causes 
moral distress. Financial pressures, working with difficult clients, 
long hours of work, and professional isolation bring on suicidal 
thoughts. Having access to powerful euthanasia drugs leads to 
high rates of successful suicide. 

Suicidal thoughts are common across the population, so having 
access to the means makes a difference. This may be why the 
gun-loving US has a higher suicide rate than Australia. So for 
medical and veterinary professions, access to powerful euthana-
sia drugs can lead to high rates of successful suicide.  

In February 2025, the Australian government and the National 
Suicide Prevention Organisation released the National Suicide 
Prevention Strategy 2025-2035. It provides a comprehensive 
approach to preventing suicide, including high-quality effec-
tive supports, and efforts to address the circumstances that 
lead to suicidal distress. The Strategy aims to unify the efforts 
of governments, communities, and service providers to improve 
suicide prevention.

Many experts argue that current measures are inadequate as 
staff shortages create excessive workloads. Burnout continues 
to rise due to mandatory overtime, shift work, and emotional 
labour. Psychological injuries are often treated only after workers 
become unwell rather than being prevented. 

The Strategy is a good thing, but in a nation where the govern-
ment’s priority is keeping employers happy, there’s an element of 
pressing on the brake and the accelerator at the same time.

If this article has raised any issues for you, you can contact 
Lifeline on 131114
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Indian authorities have been foiled in their 
attempt to raid the offices of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist).

Delhi police attempted to enter the offices to arrest 
Aishe Ghosh, the former president of the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University Students’ Union.

Ghosh was one of the prominent activists in the 
recent so-called “Cockroach” movement protests 
across India. The police reportedly came in a private 
vehicle, some without uniform, and left after being 
questioned.

In a post to social media, the CPI(M) said it strongly 
condemned “this unlawful action and stands firmly 
with the students fighting for justice, education, and 
democracy.”

The CPI(M) said: “This brazen intrusion into a 

political party office and the continuing witch hunt 
against student protesters expose the Modi govern-
ment’s escalating assault on democratic rights. Instead 
of addressing the legitimate concerns of students, the 
state is using police power to intimidate, silence and 
criminalise dissent.”

The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), which organised 
mass protests over exam paper leaks, claimed hundreds 
of students had been detained or “harassed” by police.

The raid comes as hundreds of people who took 
part in the protests have faced arrest despite govern-
ment pledges. The CJP has threatened to resume the 
protests if the arrests do not stop and those detained 
are not released.
Morning Star  

Indian police raid 
on Communist Party 

foiled

Peter Farmer

The Trump administration will 
withhold a total of US $2.2bn 
to Medicaid funding in Cal-
ifornia, as well as $550m to 
Minnesota.

The funding cut will affect 
in-home supportive services (IHSS), 
which allow people to care for 
family members with disabilities 
without losing their jobs.

One carer described the cuts 
as “just cruel.” 

The cuts are based on allega-
tions of fraud, although Trump 
government officials haven’t both-
ered to say exactly what that fraud 
was. One law academic described 
what the government was doing 
as merely shifting the burden of 
proof to states. 

Similar to Australia’s NDIS 
and Aged Care packages, in-home 
services in the US involve a lot of 
form-filling, followed by a series of 
meetings and then a home visit by 
a social worker. The social worker 

then visits again annually. It’s a 
rigorous process, partly in order 
to prevent fraud and abuse of the 
funding – exactly what Trump’s 
health officials are alleging without 
providing details.

The cuts may well be politically 
motivated, with one law profes-
sor pointing out that the cuts and 
resulting court cases are only hap-
pening to ‘blue states’ (states which 
vote Democrat).  

Trump cuts Medicaid
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Over 50,000 people crossed 
from Morocco into the Span-
ish colonial exclave of Ceuta 
on 30 July, only to face a 
series of mass deportations 
and military deployments 
by the Spanish government. 
The number of lives lost so 
far – mostly to drowning or 
crushing during crossing – 
could be as high as 90.

Racist reactions and diplomatic 
retaliation from far-right politicians 
and governments around the world, 
meanwhile, have spiralled into a 
continental crisis.

Far-right Italian Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni temporarily ordered 
the closure of Italy and Spain’s air 
and sea borders and called for the 
suspension of free movement rights 
for Spanish citizens guaranteed 
under the European Union’s Schen-
gen agreement. Santiago Abascal, 
leader of the Spanish extreme-right 
Vox party, repeatedly described the 
immigrants as “an invasion.”

Spain’s center-left Socialist 
government, led by Pedro Sánchez, 
characterised the crossings as a 
“violation of sovereignty,” directing 
blame at Morocco’s government 
for engineering or allowing the 
incident. Sánchez faces growing 
diplomatic pressure for its opposi-
tion to the Iran war and genocide 
in Gaza – stances which could 
have factored in the mass border 
crossings.

COURT 
DISTORTIONS

At surface level, a 29 June 
ruling by Spain’s Supreme Court 
is at the centre of the crisis. Its 
decision found that migrants inter-
cepted at sea while trying to reach 
Ceuta or Melilla, another Span-
ish-controlled exclave on the north 
African coast, cannot be summarily 
deported under the country’s “hot 
return” procedure, since they do 
not cross the physical border infra-
structure the law refers to.

The ruling requires Spain to 
process such migrants through 
ordinary immigration channels 
instead – a stronger due-process 
protection, but a narrow one, since 
it says nothing about migrants’ 
eventual right to remain.

Sánchez’s government has 
said human trafficking networks 
in Morocco seized on the ruling, 
telling prospective migrants that 

reaching Ceuta by water is now 
guaranteed a legal process and 
an effective path to stay in Spain. 
Whether that message reflects a 
genuine misreading of the decision 
or a deliberate exaggeration by 
smugglers – and whether Moroccan 
authorities eased their own border 
enforcement in response remains 
disputed.

In the ruling’s wake, Madrid 
has moved to install floating bar-
riers in the water off Ceuta, which 
it argues will let it intercept and 
return migrants before they reach 
shore, satisfying the court while 
preserving fast deportations.

DEADLY BORDER
Ceuta and Melilla, each with a 

population of around 80,000, are 
the two major cities among a set of 
Spanish exclaves along the northern 
coast of Morocco. Together, these 
cities are the European Union’s 
only land border with Africa, and 
are often sought as a point of entry 
by immigrants and refugees in west 
Asia and north Africa. The hostile 
geography regularly compels undoc-
umented people and asylum seek-
ers to swim for several kilometres 
around the border fence.

The border’s militarisation owes 
in large part to a set of agreements 
between the European Union and 
Morocco, which annually commit 
hundreds of millions of euros to 
Moroccan immigration enforce-
ment. The agreements compose 
one part of “Fortress Europe,” the 
EU’s system of border controls. 
Migrant support groups say it has 
cost tens of thousands of migrants 
and refugees their lives since 2014.

Morocco wields its authority 
over the exclave borders as a form of 
political leverage against Spain and 
the EU generally, and the ongoing 
Ceuta crisis is the latest in a series 
of mass migration events facilitated 
by the Moroccan government.

In February 2014, Moroccan 
and Spanish authorities fired rubber 
bullets at migrants attempting to 
swim across the border, killing 17. 
Two people were killed in a similar 
incident in 2021, when Morocco 
facilitated the entry of over 8,000 
immigrants into Ceuta in response 
to Spain hosting Brahim Ghali, 
president of the Sahrawi Arab 
Democratic Republic (SADR), for 
medical treatment.

The SADR’s territory, situated 
in Western Sahara, is partially 

occupied by Morocco, which com-
bats any international recognition 
given to the republic. In 2022, 23 
people were killed by Moroccan 
forces at the Melilla border, when 
more than 2,000 attempted to 
break through the fence.

The Moroccan government 
is not alone in treating refugees, 
asylum seekers, and economically 
precarious people as a political 
weapon. US President Donald 
Trump, Senator Ted Cruz, and other 
ideologues of the MAGA move-
ment have sought to turn Spain’s 
border policies into a talking point 
for November’s midterm elections 
in the US.

Trump told a cabinet meeting 
that the crisis “looks like an inva-
sion.” Attempting to divert domestic 
fears away from ICE’s terrorism 
and toward racist caricatures of 
immigrants, Cruz accused Sánchez 
of granting amnesty to “millions” 
of men from Africa, claiming that 
the Socialist government “hates 
the West.”

GEOPOLITICAL 
MANOEUVRES

Sánchez met with Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune, the recently re-elected 
prime minister of Algeria, on 20 
July. The meeting was the first of 

its kind since 2022, when the pre-
vious Sánchez government ended 
nearly 50 years of formal neutrality 
to endorse Morocco’s occupation 
plan for Western Sahara. Algeria, a 
long-time supporter of the Sahrawi 
independence struggle, largely froze 
diplomatic relations in response.

However, the deepening energy 
crisis in Europe, exacerbated by 
US-Israeli attacks on Iran and 
closure of the Strait of Hormuz, 
brought the two governments 
back into negotiations. Seeking 
expanded access to Algerian nat-
ural gas exports, Sánchez and rep-
resentatives of Spanish industrial 
monopolies promised stronger 
bilateral ties and greater Spanish 
investment in other sectors of the 
Algerian economy.

Given long-standing tensions 
between Algeria and Morocco 
over the former’s support for the 
SADR, the meeting was taken as 
a provocation by the Moroccan 
government.

The US and Israeli govern-
ments, now closely aligned with the 
Moroccan monarchy and right-wing 
European administrations, have 
sought to isolate Spain and Algeria 
alike. In addition to diplomatically 
recognising the state of Palestine, 
Spain has refused to participate in 
the Iran war, banning American use 

of jointly-operated military bases 
for military actions that it deems 
illegal under international law. 

In response, the Trump admin-
istration has threatened the suspen-
sion of bilateral trade and ratcheted 
up diplomatic pressure through its 
reactionary allies across the region.

All these factors are widely seen 
as relevant context for the mass 
crossing at Ceuta on 30 July.

LEFT REACTION
Communist and workers’ par-

ties across the region responded 
quickly and forcefully to the unfold-
ing events.

The French Communist Party 
(PCF) said that “no dispute con-
cerning Algeria, Western Sahara, 
or Ceuta can justify using people 
as geopolitical weapons.” The 
Communist Party of the Work-
ers of Spain (PCTE) condemned 
“military deployment, repression, 
summary expulsions without legal 
guarantees, and the further milita-
risation of borders,” while situating 
mass migration in the context of 
displacement by imperialist war, 
divestment, and resource theft.

The parties will continue to 
confront anti-immigrant violence as 
they confront far-right movements 
in the lead-up to elections next year.
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No dispute can justify using 
people as geopolitical weapons


	_GoBack

