
The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia, Communist Party of 
Britain and Communist Party 
USA held a trilateral meeting 
during the 24th International 
Meeting of Communist & 
Workers Parties which con-
vened in Havana, Cuba from 
7-8 August 2026. 

This was the second trilateral 
meeting held between our parties 
to discuss the AUKUS pact between 
the governments of Australia, the 
UK and the USA to provide nuclear 
submarines and more advanced 
weaponry for deployment from 
bases in Australia.

At our previous trilateral 
meeting held in September 2021, 
following the announcement of the 
AUKUS pact, our Parties agreed to 
focus opposition within the peace, 
anti-nuclear and anti-war move-
ments in our respective countries 
on AUKUS, which represents the 
largest act of nuclear proliferation 
this century and significantly esca-
lates the threat of a nuclear war in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

Since 2021, our parties have 
played leading roles in national 
campaigns to raise awareness of 
this dangerous nuclear escalation 
and have campaigned against 
public funding to feed the insatiable 
appetite of the arms industry and 
imperialists warmongers. 

Our three parties all work in 
broad coalitions of peace and 
anti-imperialist movements. At 
today’s meeting in Havana, we 
reconfirm our condemnation 
of the wasteful, ruinous and 
dangerous AUKUS pact and we 
recommit to increase the greater 
cooperation between our par-
ties for a coordinated approach 

to stop AUKUS across three 
continents. 

The imperialist war machine 
has redoubled its effort to persuade 
workers and their unions that false 
promises of new jobs in arms man-
ufacturing can compensate for the 
stagnation of western capitalist 
economies and the continuing loss 
of jobs and decline in wages. 

The projected AUKUS expend-
iture in Australia of between $268 
and $368 billion by 2055 would be 
enough to totally transform health, 
education, R&D and wider public 
services and would result in creat-
ing tenfold the number of quality 
union jobs.

Communists call for a society 
in which rewarding and socially 
useful jobs provide workers with 
tangible social benefits instead of 
alienating, socially useless employ-
ment through building weapons of 
mass destruction.

Health, education, housing 
and infrastructure investment 
create meaningful jobs, which are 
a basis for genuine social, common 
and human security for workers 
across the Asia-Pacific region and 
the world.  

AUKUS is a US-led offensive 
military pact. It is intended to 
protect the imperialist ambitions 
of the US, Britain, and Australia 
in the Asia-Pacific region. AUKUS 
does not serve the interests of the 
peoples of our nations. Rather, it 
serves the interests of monopoly 
capitalism within the alliance coun-
tries, which is increasingly invested 
in maximising profits through the 
military-industrial complex. 

We reject the fantasy of military 
Keynesianism which is making the 
world a more dangerous place at 
a time when international efforts 

are needed more than ever to stop 
our planet burning as our climate 
collapses.

Our parties stand for peace 
between peoples, international 
co-operation to meet the needs of 
humanity and to address the exis-
tential climate crisis threatening 
our planet. 

Only socialism provides the 
answers to the crisis caused by 
imperialism and war. The AUKUS 
pact is a symptom of the imperial 
decline of the US and the West. Our 
parties resolve to jointly campaign 
to scrap AUKUS and demand a 
peace dividend to save our planet 
and our peoples. 

We note that the International 
Meeting Against War held in 
London on 20 June 2026 brought 
peace activists from 27 countries 
together to issue a call for a global 
weekend of action against milita-
rism and conscription on Saturday 
21 and Sunday 22 November 2026.  

We call on Communists and 
peace activists in our countries to 
make the demand to scrap AUKUS 
a central theme of the global week-
end of action against militarism 
and conscription.

In advance of the global week-
end of action against militarism 
and conscription, our Parties will 
initiate a joint call and briefing 

on the campaign to scrap AUKUS 
and build support amongst trade 
unionists, anti-war activists and the 
organised working-class movement. 
Signed on behalf of the  
following parties:
Communist Party of Australia,  
Vinnie Molina,  
National President CPA
Communist Party of Britain, 
Alex Gordon,  
General Secretary CPB
Communist Party USA 
Joe Sims / Rossana Cambron, 
co-Chairs and Anita Waters, 
organising Secretary CPUSA
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‘Yes, definitely’
That was Shadow Housing minister Andrew 

Bragg’s answer to the question of whether low-in-
come earners should accept substandard housing 
so that developers would have an easier building 
code to deal with. Bragg said he wants the national 
construction code to be boiled down from 2,000 
pages to 80 so that more “basic and safe” homes 
are built. 

His colleague, Shadow Treasurer Tim Wilson 
has said that rather than having homes with decent 
heating or insulation, people could “just put on a 
jumper.”

There was predictable outrage from the Austral-
ian Council of Social Services and housing NGO 
Everybody’s Home, as well as from members of 
the public who don’t think low-income earners 
have less rights than the well-off. There were also 
calls for Bragg to actually look at what the building 
standards do. Homes built without building stand-
ards would definitely be basic, but are unlikely to 
be safe. 

There are also logical objections. As well as 
being callous, Bragg’s idea just wouldn’t work. 
What’s more likely than a flood of “basic and safe” 
homes is that developers would build the same 
number of homes and just pocket the savings. 

It’s good fun to give the Liberals a public kick-
ing when they’re being this obnoxious, but they’re 
just the tip of the iceberg. Bragg’s comments show 
how the Australian ruling class sees working-class 
people. 

Bragg is far from alone. The ruling class includes 
Labour politicians. Of 227 sitting federal MPs and 
Senators, only 12 declared no property ownership. 
77 of the MPs owned three or more properties.

Prime Minister Albanese likes to brag about his 
working class origins and the fact that he once 
lived in public housing, but he consistently backs 
lobbyists with deep pockets over the ordinary peo-
ple he claims to care about. 

Large majorities of Australians support poli-
cies such as a ban on gambling ads, a gas tax and 
action on the Coles-Woolworths duopoly. This is 
a democracy, so we’ll get action on those things, 
right?

Wrong. Analysis from Deepcut’s Royce Kurmel-
ovs shows a pattern of Labor consistently siding 
with powerful lobbyists “against the public and 
national interest.” From AI data centres to salmon 
farming to gambling advertising in our children’s 
faces, Albanese chooses the lobbyists every time. 

Since he’s not Andrew Bragg or Tim Wilson,  
Albanese isn’t stupid enough to say that the poor 
should live in substandard housing or just “put 
on a jumper” if they get cold, but he is every bit 
as lined up with the interests of the people who 
own the economy. 

Why? It’s not because ‘Albo’ is an unusually bad 
person. It’s because our Prime Minister is part 
of a system that lets us have elections from time 
to time,  but doesn’t let working people run the 
country. When ‘Albo’ is replaced – either by the 
likes of Bragg and Wilson, or by someone from 
the Labor Party, the ruling party will continue to 
do what the lobbyists want. 

This state of affairs will continue until we have 
a country that is run by the people who produce 
the wealth – the workers. Until we have social-
ism, the leadership of this country will put large 
corporations ahead of working people every time. 
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Survey Time! Prizes!
So that we know more about what the Guardian’s readers think,  
we have made a survey. You can access it three ways:
1. Through this link https://shorturl.at/kKVj4
2. With the QR code
3. �If you’d rather do a survey on paper, please email info@cpa.org.au  

or call 0424 638 601 and we’ll mail one out

Anyone who does the survey and provides contact details will go in a draw  
for either some Cuban coffee beans or a $50 shopping voucher.

MB

The Community and Public Sector Union 
(CPSU) says that although the Albanese gov-
ernment announced changes to employment 
services that give public servants a greater 
role, which is welcome, it still leaves for-profit 
providers at the heart of a multibillion-dol-
lar system that all evidence shows has been 
a catastrophic failure.

A failure to job seekers, a failure to our community 
and a failure to Australian workers out there doing the 
right thing. From time to time, all sorts of Australians 
require support to get back into the workplace.

However, for certain groups, there can be addi-
tional barriers to getting back on your feet – if you’re 
an older worker, if you have a disability, if you’re 
First Nations, if you’re in regional or remote area of 
Australia.

It is essential that there are trained employment 
consultants, with sensible caseloads embedded in the 
community, driven not by ticking boxes and churning 
through jobseekers, but to get the right result.

The reality is the more these services are out-
sourced, the less Australian jobseekers are receiving 
the services they deserve – services delivered by trained 
and trusted public sector workers.

A report released last month “Who’s rorting who? 
The Failure of Outsourced Job Services” by the Centre 
for International Corporate Tax Accountability and 
Research (CICTAR) sets a clear example on how the 
outsourcing of government services is costing Aus-
tralians more.

The CICTAR report found a system riddled with 
complex ownership structures.

While many providers operate as not-for-profit 
organisations, some of the largest players in the sector 
are for-profit.

The CPSU has campaigned relentlessly to bring 
Commonwealth employment services back into 
government hands, and this report is just another 
damning indictment of a system that continues to 
blatantly reward greedy corporations for victimis-
ing job seekers and treating them as a commodity 
to be exploited.

Several individuals have gained significant per-
sonal wealth through this privatised system, with 
some even appearing on the Australian Financial 
Review Rich List through their work in the sector. 
Other major employment service providers are foreign 
owned and operate out of overseas jurisdictions with 
limited transparency laws.

Put simply – they are putting profit over people. 
These larger providers are engaging in highly aggres-
sive tax minimisation strategies through profit shifting 
and complex corporate arrangements.

We are seeing Australian taxpayer funds not only 
leaving local communities but often being transferred 
offshore to minimise tax obligations.

Money that could otherwise be supporting Aus-
tralian workers, strengthening local economies and 
delivering better public services.

Instead, these profits are taken from communi-
ties where they could have been reinvested and spent 
locally. And as these local communities continue to 
be faced with cost-of-living pressures, they really do 
need it most.

While some individuals and businesses have 
undoubtedly benefited financially from the outsourced 
employment services model, the experiences of the 
many Australians who interact with the system tell a 
very different story.

The CPSU say that in speaking with people who 
have worked within the sector, it becomes clear that 
the system pushes outcomes based on meeting quotas 
and ticking boxes, and, in some cases, this goes as far 
as allegations of exploitation.

PRIVATISATION
Australians have every right to feel let down. The 

privatisation of Commonwealth Employment Services 
(CES) in 1998 is an example of a broader trend, where 
the responsibility for the delivery of government ser-
vices has increasingly been outsourced with little or 
no accountability from government.

In 1998, when unemployment was above 7 per 
cent, the Commonwealth Employment Service (CES) 
was publicly delivered and cost Australian taxpayers 
approximately $800 million annually.

When you talk to people who knew the public 
system back in the day, you’ll hear fond memories 
of their experiences getting help from the CES – not 
something you hear often from Australians now who 
have interacted with the privatised employment ser-
vices network.

Today, the outsourced employment services system 
costs more than $2 billion in contracted payments 
alone. That figure does not include the substantial 
costs incurred by the Australian Public Service to 
regulate, monitor, and oversee the outsourced sector.

A smart  government looking to increase produc-
tivity and support Australians through a cost-of-living 
crisis should see the privatised employment market as 
an opportunity. An opportunity to act on yet another 
example of something privatised that should and could 
be brought back into the public service to the benefit 
of all Australians.

The reality is: Australians are paying more, govern-
ments are spending more, and in many cases service 
quality has deteriorated.

The question is no longer whether outsourcing 
works. It’s how we reverse the damage it has done.  

Lives outsourced

mailto:info@cpa.org.au
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The CPA delegation thanks the Com-
munist Party of Cuba for hosting this 
important event of Communist and 
Workers Parties. This is being held 
in a historic context that demands 
the unity of communist forces and 
the unity of the people to confront 
the neo-fascist policies enacted by 
the US government. These policies 
have also tightened the criminal US 
blockade on Cuba, an act of war that 
punishes the Cuban people. It also 
criminalises international solidarity 
as well as left and progressive forces 
around the world. 

This meeting coincides with the centenary 
of birth of Commander in Chief Fidel Castro. 
We join the celebrations here in Havana 
while millions around the world will mark 
the life of one of the greatest revolutionaries 
of the 20th century. 

Fidel practiced the real concept of interna-
tional solidarity; what the Cuban revolution 
created was shared with the peoples of the 
world in ways that sometimes represented 
the sacrifice of the entire heroic Cuban people 
who willingly gave their solidarity. 

Doctors, teachers, engineers and other 
collaborators have shared their knowledge 
and skills wherever they were needed. Many 
became victims of attacks and paid with their 
lives, the ultimate sacrifice. In every place 
where Cuban collaborators have shared with 
the people, they have left memories and are 
forever missed by those who welcomed them 
into their countries. 

Cuban solidarity never went to exploit 
natural resources or to take advantage of 
the countries where they worked. 

Despite being a beacon of the hope and 
an example of what is possible, Cuba has 
always had to deliver to its people and others 
under the harshest blockade in history from 
its imperialist neighbour, the United States. 

The Communist Party of Australia stands 
in solidarity with the Communist Party of 
Cuba and its leadership led by first secretary 
Miguel Díaz-Canel. This has been, and is, 
the toughest of times for any leading force 
to face, with the grotesque imperial attacks 
that for more than 60 years have made the 
life of the Cuban people very difficult and put 
obstacles in the way for Cuba’s development. 

Today Cuba also faces a total oil blockade. 
We cannot imagine the immense difficulties 
this creates for the entire population. No other 
country has ever lived under a 60-year eco-
nomic and financial blockade, let alone under 
the collective punishment of not receiving 
oil for 7 months. The consequences of those 
actions are seen in the daily lives of Cuban 
families. It affects the economy, jobs, trans-
port, health, schools and any other human 
activity. The CPA condemns these acts of 
war against the Cuban people. 

We admire the Communist Party of 
Cuba and its leadership for their resilience 
in the search for solutions to a multifaceted 
crisis at the centre of which is the criminal 
US blockade. 

We don’t think we are in a position to 
offer criticism or alternatives on how to 
handle the crisis, but the CPA supports the 

Cuban leadership and the implementation of 
the decisions adopted by the Party congress 
and assessments in face of a political reality.  

From our own observations and the 
information received about the circum-
stances created under the second Trump 
administration, we salute the measures taken 
to preserve socialism in Cuba with its own 
characteristics. 

The international solidarity movement 
needs in the next period to work closely to 
confront the rise of fascism and the crimi-
nalisation of our activities. In this we must 
work as broadly as possible with all forces 
that stand for peace and against imperialism. 

Cuba has the characteristic of uniting 
people across left, progressive, and demo-
cratic forces. We experience this in Australia 
where Cuban solidarity attracts broad sec-
tions of society and we must work without 
sectarianism. Unity is a must. 

The defence of Cuba today is the defence 
of humanity. 

At the same time that forces across the 
world have been out on the streets to stand 
in solidarity with the heroic Palestinian 
people demanding an end to the genocide 
of the Gazan people, we see young Pales-
tinian doctors graduating in Cuba. Today 
in our countries we must stand with our 
young people and help them to organise the 
essential fight for humanity. 

Australia, like many other countries where 
extreme right forces are gaining momentum, 
the ruling class and their media inflame the 

drive to blame migrants, particularly those 
from Muslim and other backgrounds, for 
the failures of the Australian government 
unable to provide decent jobs, education, 
health and housing for young people and 
aged working people who have been failed 
by the system. 

We see a drive to fascism, war and mili-
tarism while the world is on fire. We remem-
ber today the speech by Fidel Castro, who 
in 1992 at the UN Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro, raised his views on this existential 
crisis driven by capitalism, arguing that 
wealthy nations should bear the historical 
responsibility; warning at the same time of 
false green solutions. 

His insight, and the link he made between 
environmental survival and global economic 
justice is even more relevant today. The 
people and the environment are being held 
to ransom by weapons manufacturers and 
their capitalist masters. The onus is on us all 
to own Fidel’s words “Enough of selfishness. 
Enough of schemes of domination. Enough 
of insensitivity, irresponsibility and deceit.” 

THE WAY FORWARD
The international situation is being driven 

into the law of the jungle. Since the criminal 
attacks on the Bolivarian Republic of Ven-
ezuela on 3 January with the kidnapping of 
its president Nicolas Maduro and his wife 
Parliamentarian Cilia Flores, the situation 
has changed. US imperialism and Israel 
attacked Iran back in February and the cost 

of that war is on the shoulders of all working 
people around the world. 

Trump and Rubio have threatened the 
Cuban revolution, its leadership, and mem-
bers of their families. This has included fur-
ther sanctions to organisations, members of 
government and other individuals. They have 
also threatened the use of military action, 
despite the promise made during the October 
missile crisis to never to invade Cuba again.  

The US regime sees the world’s rejection 
of its criminal policies on Cuba. The most 
recent vote at the UN demonstrated that the 
US can try to threaten other countries into 
compliance with sanctions and tariffs but 
the overwhelming majority remain standing 
with Cuba’s right to self determination and 
against the criminal blockade. 

The communist movement must lead 
the struggle for peace, against racism and 
neocolonialism. Success demands that we 
remain united and determined to win. 

On the centenary of Fidel Castro’s birth-
day, we renew our commitment to defend 
the Cuban revolution, fight for peace and 
the building of socialism with our own 
characteristics. 

We thank comrade President Miguel 
Díaz-Canel and the Communist Party of 
Cuba for hosting the event and for standing 
firmly against the biggest military might 145 
kilometres away from Fidel’s homeland. 

Long live Cuba and its revolution! 
Proletarian of all countries unite!  

The CPA delegation was made up of the General Secretary Andrew Irving, Deputy General Secretary Elizabeth Hulm and Party President 
Vinnie Molina

24th International Meeting of 
Communist and Workers Parties, IMCWP

Havana, 7-8 August 2026 
Theme: “Defending and honouring the legacy of the Cuban 

Revolution on the centenary of Fidel’s birth; deepening solidarity 
with socialist Cuba; strengthening our joint actions; and uniting our 

forces for peace and against imperialist aggression” 

Statement from the Communist 
Party of Australia delegation
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Members of the Australian Education 
Union (AEU) have voted to accept the state 
government’s 10 August revised Victorian 
government Schools Agreement offer, with 
further improvements to pay and conditions 
and a commitment to fully fund Victorian 
public schools. 89 per cent of eligible union 
members voted, with 79% voting to accept 
the government’s offer. 

A teacher writes:

People in my office were really nervous before 
the outcome of the ballot.

We were really devastated by the outcome. Not 
because we expected a no. We were expecting a yes 
but not for it to be 79%.

Speaking to people and listening to the rank and 
file it is clear that it wasn’t a yes vote because they 
thought it was a good deal, it was a yes  vote because 
they are exhausted and over it.

We celebrate that the AEU rank and file members 
organised and fought a defiant campaign that won an 
improved wage offer, halved meetings and secured 
other entitlements. We built mass support in the 
community for our demands. 

There has been progress, but this deal locks our 
schools in a deep crisis, and we will not stop fighting 
that crisis now.

Teachers I know voted no to four more years of 
burnout, ballooning class sizes, untenable face-to-
face loads, exploitative ‘role creep’ and unpaid lunch 

breaks for Education Support Staff. We voted ‘no’ to 
ongoing wage injustice.

Every gain beyond the proposed and inadequate 
in-principle agreement we were presented with before 
teachers started striking was achieved by members’ 
willingness to build action from the bottom up. 

Members have endured insulting wear-down tac-
tics and fear campaigning, from leaders, who accepted 
Labor’s excuses at the bargaining table, and hesitated 
to lead a fight back.

We disproved the arguments that we couldn’t get 
more, that the public would not support us, and that 
the rank and file must not take the initiative to act. 
We were told that FairWork would destroy us and that 
members didn’t want to strike. We proved that wrong. 

We called strike action from the bottom up, and 
took defiant stopwork and local actions that unleashed 
community support and built union power and 
momentum.

We have learned to rely on our own organising 
capacity, pressing our true demands, regardless of 
what the officials tell us is possible, and building net-
works across schools that can act together.

When this deal is finalised, we’ll resist the unten-
able terms within it.

Our message to Victorian Education Minister 
Gabrielle Williams is that we don’t accept the burnout 
conditions, or the wage injustice, and we won’t wait 
four years to demand better. We will make class size 
blow-outs the government’s political crisis, not our 
personal impossible burden. We will hold the depart-
ment and government accountable for the predictable 
staff attrition and student disengagement rates this 
agreement will lock in.  

Rights groups have accused Israel of carrying out a massive 
operation to crush, mix, and transport millions of tonnes of rubble 
out of the Gaza Strip.

In a new report, ‘Gaza Rapid Damage and Needs Assessment,’ 
the Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor said the removal of the rub-
ble could be an attempt at demographic engineering and erasing 
evidence of the genocide the Israelis are accused of carrying out 
against Palestinians in Gaza.

Israel has killed at least 73,387 Palestinians, mostly women 
and children, since invading Gaza following the 7 October 2023 
attack on Israel by Hamas, during which 1,139 lives were lost.

There are approximately 68 million tonnes of rubble across the 
Gaza Strip, the result of Israel’s ongoing genocidal war on the 
enclave.

At least 10 million tonnes of rubble have already been removed, 
crushed or moved from its original site within areas under Israel’s 
unlawful military control, which encompass about two-thirds of 
the enclave.

About 400 heavy pieces of excavation, crushing and transport 
machinery are also working to demolish the remaining structures 
in Gaza. Debris is being loaded onto nearly 100 Israeli trucks 
daily, which are leaving the Gaza Strip for undisclosed sites.

Amnesty International’s Budour Hassan called the bulldozing “an 
integral part of all attempts to destroy the lands in Gaza City and 
in the Gaza Strip in general.

“The real fears are that these operations are taking place with the 
aim of obliterating and hiding evidence.”

Mohammed Salha, director of the NGO Network in the Gaza 
Strip, said: that moving the rubble “means a deliberate destruc-
tion of the crime scene.”

The removal of the debris from the destruction of Gaza also 
means the bodies of thousands of missing people, estimated by 
Gaza’s civil defence to be around 8,500, will be lost. Abu Asim, 
a Palestinian citizen whose family members remain buried in the 
eastern areas of the Gaza Strip, told Al Jazeera that “the first 
tragedy was their martyrdom, and the second and daily tragedy 
is the absence of the evidence with which we will try this occupa-
tion for these crimes and atrocities.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the Commonwealth Bank of Aus-
tralia. CBA has told workers it will axe 163 jobs – 105 in CBA and 
58 from its Bankwest arm, almost all WA-based roles.

CBA informed its staff of the cuts within days of posting a $2.6 
billion profit for the March quarter, a 6 per cent increase on its 
previous quarter’s profits.

Of the 105 CBA jobs, 90 are located in NSW, with the remainder 
in Victoria, Tasmania, WA, and Queensland.

The Finance Sector Union (FSU) said this brings the total jobs 
cut across CBA and Bankwest in the last 12 months to almost 
800.

In WA, almost 150 jobs at CBA have been lost  this year. This fol-
lows the 350 jobs that were impacted last year by CBA’s closure 
of Bankwest’s entire retail branch and ATM network in WA.

FSU National Assistant Secretary Jason Hall said: “While CBA’s 
profits have swollen in the past year, they have sacked almost 
800 workers in piecemeal announcements, no doubt in the hopes 
that these smaller job numbers wouldn’t be widely noticed.

“CBA has provided insufficient detail about the latest job cuts to 
enable genuine consultation. The FSU has written to the bank 
seeking more information on the rationale for the cuts and the 
impact on remaining teams. CBA and Bankwest workers deserve 
job security but with announcements of job cuts every couple of 
months, they are instead wondering when and where the next 
axe will fall.

“These latest cuts are concentrated in customer service roles, 
which will directly impact CBA customers and communities who 
have already lost so many bank services.

“The further cuts at Bankwest are particularly concerning after 
CBA made a commitment to 500 new roles in WA after its deci-
sion to withdraw banking and go completely digital.”

Victorian teachers’ 
dispute update

Victorian teachers’ 24-hour statewide stopwork, February. Photo: Australian Education Union Victoria FaceBook
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CPA condemns attack on retail union
Statement from the Central Committee  
of the Communist Party of Australia
The Communist Party of Australia opposes the 
Associations Incorporation Reform Amendment 
Bill 2026. Introduced by the Victorian Labor 
government, this bill is an unjustifiable attack 
on the Retail and Fast-Food Workers’ Union 
(RAFFWU) and a direct attack on the organised 
labour movement in Australia.

The CPA has no interests separate from those of the 
working class. We will oppose any policy or legislation 
that attacks the working class or represents a setback 
for it. 

We recognise the historical use of registration to control 
trade unions and the many setbacks that have resulted 
from deregistration. We also recognise that a trade 
union is not defined by its registration status, but by its 
actions, its members’ determination, and what it does 
for workers in its industry.

The CPA does not support organisations identified by 
the media and by themselves (unfortunately) as so-called 
“red” unions. These groups divide the movement and 
are not genuine trade unions. By any genuine criterion, 

however, RAFFWU is a legitimate trade union. Its 
legitimacy is earned through the real outcomes it has 
achieved through organising and struggle. RAFFWU’s 
actions and achievements place pressure on the SDA 
(Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees Association) 
and employers to improve agreements across the retail 
and fast-food industries.

We support the right of workers to join legitimate 
trade unions that they consider appropriate to their 
circumstances. We reject the notion that unregistered 
unions must be disbanded as a matter of principle.

Labor governments are once again paving the way for 
neoliberal and reactionary reforms by conservative forces 
in Australia. Deregistration can, and will, be used as a 
tool to suppress struggle, militancy, and working-class 
activity.

We condemn the Carroll Labor government in Victoria 
and urge full support for RAFFWU’s continued existence 
as a legitimate force for progress for retail and fast-food 
workers.

Guardian the Workers’ Weekly spoke 
to Loukas Kakogiannis, secretary of 
the Retail and Fast Food Workers’ 
Union (RAFFWU) about the legislation 
the Carroll Labor government is 
introducing.

Guardian: So tell us about the effect 
of this legislation

LK: The legislation is designed to 
de-register incorporated associations with 
an industrial purpose, which means any 
association with a purpose of furthering, 

protecting, or representing the industrial 
interests of members of the association. It 
is designed to deregister RAFFWU.

If the proposed legislation were to pass, 
RAFFWU would be presented with an ulti-
matum from Consumer Affairs Victoria to 
either apply for registration under the Fair 
Work Act or be wound up as an incorporated 
association.

If RAFFWU were to apply, there’s no 
guarantee of success. The Fair Work Act is 
set up to protect union monopolies. The SDA 
would write a blank cheque to bankroll their 

case against it. If we win, it could be appealed 
all the way to the Supreme Court, using up 
RAFFWU resources that we want to spend 
organising retail and fast food workers into 
industrial action.

Ben Carroll wants to mislead people the 
bill targets ‘red’ unions – fake cooker Lib-
eral Party fronts set up during COVID. The 
‘red unions’ are a red herring to curry the 
support of Labor folks for a bill the rights 
of retail and fast workers to democratically 
organise in a real union.

Make no mistake, Carroll is SDA. He 

was elected by factional forces of the Labor 
Party, and he is effectively doing the bidding 
of his masters, the SDA.

Guardian: So, what’s the plan?
LK: We’re working on getting the legisla-

tion voted down. We are urging anyone who 
supports genuine fighting unions to contact 
Greens and other upper-house MPs to urge 
them to vote against it. Union members can 
write to their union leadership group and the 
Victorian Trades Hall to demand that they 
publicly oppose the legislation.  

Victoria: Labor moves against RAFFWU

Arthur Martin

Victorian Labor have introduced a 
bill, the Associations Incorporation 
Reform Amendment Bill 2026, which 
sets out a pathway for forcibly end-
ing the operations of unregistered 
associations that engage in industrial 
relations. 

WHO STANDS TO  
LOSE OUT?

There are currently a number of unreg-
istered trade unions who could be forced 
to cease operating under this bill. These 
organisations could lose their right to exist 
and carry out their activities under this bill, 
leaving industrial relations only to the reg-
istered trade unions.

A TALE OF TWO TYPES OF 
UNREGISTERED UNION
Of these unregistered unions, there are 

the so-called “Red Unions” (e.g. the Teachers 
Professional Association of Australia, the 
Nurses Professional Association of Australia 
and the Professional Drivers Association of 
Australia). The Communist Party of Australia 
has condemned these false unions. Despite 
the rhetoric and claims of being member-led 

organisations closer examination revealed 
that they were organisations with ties to 
the Liberal/National Coalition that had no 
intention of representing their members. 

There is also the Retail and Fast Food 
Workers’ Union (RAFFWU), an unregis-
tered trade union that emerged following 
the revelation in 2016 that the registered 
Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees 
Association (SDA) had agreed to enterprise 
agreements with Coles that left hundreds of 
thousands of workers worse off overall than 
the modern award minimums. Since its for-
mation, RAFFWU has undertaken industrial 
campaigns that have significantly benefited 
the retail industry, recovering hundreds of 
millions of dollars in backpay for workers 
in the industry. 

REGISTRATION AS  
A WEAPON

The use of registration as a tool is not 
new. In the 1930s, the Pastoral Workers’ 
Industrial Union (PWIU) broke off from the 
Australian Worker’s Union (AWU) following 
the latter’s endorsement of industry-wide 
paycuts. The breakaway union, under com-
munist leadership, was unregistered for most 
of its existence. 

Its existence was opposed by the AWU as 
well as the employers’ association, with its 

lack of registration being wielded to attempt 
to delegitimise it to the pastoral workers. 

The Building Workers’ Industrial Union 
of Australia (BWIU) was deregistered in 
1948, while under communist leadership, 
in retribution for strike action over an issue 
that the courts at the time had dismissed. 

The Builders Labourers’ Federation 
(BLF), also under communist leadership, 
was sensationally deregistered in 1986, on 
the surface over allegations of corruption, but 
in practice with the intention of defanging a 
militant working class organisation. 

Under the Fair Work Act, a new union 
cannot be registered if there is an existing 
union that already covers the industry or 
occupation. This simple clause prevents 
new unions from gaining registration. It is 
the reason the Red Unions and RAFFWU  
are unregistered . 

Registration, ostensibly to prevent corrupt 
organisations from gaining influence, in real-
ity acts as a dog collar that monopolises the 
practice of trade unionism within a narrow 
band of political and industrial strategy. 

The takeaway from this is that registra-
tion is a weapon. A union gaining registra-
tion status unlocks legal rights and privileges 
that unregistered unions do not have. The 
ability to take away a union’s registration is 
leverage over them to ensure that they act 
a certain way politically and industrially. 

This bill takes things one step further. 
By having the right to disband unregistered 
unions, the dog collar has tightened further, 
with workers being threatened with no alter-
native regardless of who they determine to 
be their best representation. 

IF IT ACTS LIKE A UNION, 
IT IS A UNION

The Red Unions deserve condemnation 
and their loss would not be a bad thing for 
the organised labour movement in Aus-
tralia. Their actions are not the actions of a 
legitimate trade union. There is no effort to 
effectively represent members, to organise 
them, or to advance their interests. They 
have no legitimacy.

RAFFWU, by contrast, is legitimised by 
its actions. As an organisation of workers it 
has been more effective than the currently 
registered union. They have pushed the 
boundaries and secured real outcomes for 
their members, and their existence forces 
the whole industry into a better position.

The loss of RAFFWU would be detrimen-
tal to workers in the industry, setting back 
their gains and ensuring that the SDA can 
return to the sweetheart arrangements it 
previously enjoyed with major employers.  

Analysis
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C Bartholomew

Australian whistleblower and 
former ADF legal officer David 
McBride has been released 
on parole after serving the 
full non-parole period of his 
unprecedented five-year and 
eight-month sentence handed 
down by the ACT Supreme 
Court in 2024. 

As of writing, McBride is still 
the only person involved with the 
Afghanistan war crimes scandal 
to have served time. The perpe-
trators remain unpunished. Given 
that most of the Australian media 
has kept silent on the issue of war 
crimes, aside from highly publicised 
individual cases like McBride’s and 
Ben Roberts-Smith’s, it is worth 
remembering what exactly the scale 
of the issue is. 

McBride raised concerns within 
the ADF in 2013 when then-ADF 
chief (and later Governor-General) 
David Hurley sought to change the 
rules of engagement. McBride was 
concerned that rank and file ADF 
soldiers were going to be made 
the scapegoats for Australian war 
crimes in Afghanistan while the 
decision makers who allegedly 
sanctioned and encouraged such 
conduct remain unaccountable. 
It was only after being rebuffed by 
ADF officials that McBride provided 
ABC journalists with the documents 
that became the Afghan Files.

McBride’s prosecution came at 
the same time as the prosecution 
of Witness K and Bernard Collaery, 
who revealed illegal ASIS bugging 
of the newly independent Timor-
Leste’s cabinet offices to sabotage 
the country’s negotiations over con-
trol of marine oil and gas resources. 

Another whistleblower, ATO 
officer Richard Boyle, was also 
persecuted after revealing unlawful 
debt collection practices, though 
he eventually avoided conviction. 
Alongside scandals like Robodebt, 
these whistleblower incidents 
expose that the Australian govern-
ment has been willing to knowingly 

break the law to carry out the aims 
of imperialism and capital. While 
these incidents happened under the 
Coalition, Labor has maintained 
many illegal practices of their own.

The war crimes in Afghanistan 
exposed by McBride, some of which 
were most likely perpetrated by 
Roberts-Smith as found in his failed 
defamation case, are emblematic of 
Australia’s broader involvement in 
global imperialism. Roberts-Smith 
was found, by the civil standard of 
proof, to have murdered civilians, 
pressured an SAS officer to murder 
an unarmed elderly man to “blood 
the rookie,” machine-gunned a 
man to steal his prosthetic leg, 
and committed many more acts of 
criminal violence against Afghans 
and bullying against fellow Aus-
tralian soldiers. 

However, the media frenzy 
around Roberts-Smith, both critical 
and supportive, serves to obfuscate 
the involvement of top officials in 
encouraging this criminal culture. 
Australian war crimes are not the 
acts of a single man, but rather a 
key element of our war policy.

Australia’s espionage against 
Timor-Leste, our earlier support for 
Indonesian control of the region, 
and our current support for Indone-
sia’s genocidal hold on West Papua 
indicate that Australian brutality 
extends beyond Afghanistan. Aus-
tralia was an eager contributor to 
the Iraq War, including potential 
contributions to the running of 
black site torture camps according 
to US documents. 

Our role as an attack dog for 
the US dates back far earlier, such 
as our participation in the invasion 
of Korea that destroyed up to 20% 
of North Korea’s population and 
infamously left “no more targets” 
for bombers to strike. 

Australian complicity in 
war crimes and crimes against 
humanity continues to this day. 
An estimated thousand Australi-
ans are current or former soldiers 
of the IDF, the Israeli army that 
has been carrying out a campaign 

of settler-colonialism, terrorism, 
and genocide for almost 80 years. 
None of these people have even 
been threatened with criminal 
prosecutions. 

Australian private manufac-
turers and government contracts 
are also deeply involved in the 
production of F-35 jets, meaning 
every single jet used to carry out 
the US, Israel, and Saudi Arabia’s 
genocides and wars of expansion 
in Palestine, Lebanon, Iran, and 
Yemen uses Australian-made 
components. Rather than taking 
action against the more than 75 
Australian companies involved in 
the F-35 supply chain, the Albanese 
government has helped facilitate 
contracts. 

Albanese, Wong, and Marles 

have continually lied to the Aus-
tralian public about Australian 
involvement in Israel’s genocides, 
while actively working to bring the 
ADF even closer to the US through 
AUKUS. Meanwhile the US and 
Israel are bringing their militaries 
closer together.

Australia is a signatory to 
Pax Silica, expanding Australian 
manufacturing and technologi-
cal involvement in imperialism. 
Meant to aid in preparation for a 
potential war on China, Pax Silica 
brings together the US, Israel, 
Australia, Japan, South Korea, 
Qatar, Finland, Greece, India, 
Norway, South Korea, Sweden, 
the Philippines, the UAE, the UK, 
and the Chinese island of Taiwan 
(as a non-signatory member) to 

cooperate in the development of AI 
and critical mineral supply chains 
crucial to many advanced military 
technologies. Australia has been 
ranked second globally as an AI 
data centre investment location, 
after the US. 

McBride’s release is a moment 
to celebrate. It is also a moment to 
reflect on the lengths successive 
governments have gone to in pun-
ishing anyone who threatens the 
secrecy of their illegal activities. 
Individual scandals must not be 
treated as such. We must keep in 
mind the bigger picture of Austral-
ia’s enthusiastic participation in 
war crimes, genocide, and imperi-
alism at the expense of human lives 
abroad and at home.  

ADF whistleblower McBride 
released: what now?

David McBride outside of the Supreme Court in Canberra, 2024. Photo: Consortium News/YouTube –  
commons.wikimedia.org (CC BY 3.0)

Australian complicity in war crimes 
and crimes against humanity 

continues to this day.

A personal account by Harper

In early July some comrades 
and I went to the Transgen-
der Rights Counter-Protest in 
Brisbane, where over 1,000 
people showed up to protest 
One Nation Senator Pauline 
Hanson’s anti-trans rights 
rally. 

About 400 people attended 
Hanson’s event. 

Shockingly for someone of her 
Senate attendance record, Hanson 
was far too busy meeting celebrity 
UK fascist Stephen Yaxley-Lennon 
in Britain to attend her own rally. 

Before the march commenced, 
speeches were made by Dr Fiona 
Bisshop, president of AusPATH 
(Australian Professional Association 
for Trans Health) and Greens State 
MP Michael Berkman.

Politicians like Hanson and 

Roberts have exploited the current 
capitalist crisis to move Australia to 
an increasingly fascist position. The 
only solution must be the workers 
and progressive forces uniting and 
opposing fascism. We must stand 
against the rightward turn, support 
trans rights and the rights of all 
marginalised groups targeted by 
fascism and its cronies. 

A One Nation government 
would mean the imposition of 

US-style anti-trans laws and the 
entrenchment of US-style fascism 
at home and abroad. I fear under 
Pauline, trans hate-crimes will only 
increase, and more of the most 
vulnerable will be driven to suicide.

As a trans woman myself, the 
rising tide of bigotry and hatred 
has become swiftly overwhelming. 
It becomes easy to buy into the 
lies of your oppressors, you can 
start to believe that there must 

be something wrong with you. 
However this protest, being my 
first large protest has helped me to 
realise that there is nothing wrong 
with me, there is love and support 
for the marginalised and there is a 
real movement to oppose Hanson’s 
hateful vision of the future.  

Brisbane transgender rights protest

Peter Farmer

References to gender equality have 
been removed from the Queensland 
Office for Women’s website. This 
includes important parts such as 
the government’s mission for a gen-
der-equal Queensland and its approach 
to the gender pay gap.

The reasons are vague and mixed. It was 
reported that it was to ‘dewokify’ the public 
service, as the term ‘gender’ makes the LNP 

government think about the LGBTQIA+ 
community. Was Queensland worrying too 
much about equality? Or – more likely – does 
the LNP just not like measures designed to 
help women and queer people.

It’s been suggested that Minister for 
Women Fiona Simpson found the term 
‘gender’ to be ‘on the nose.’ The minister 
reportedly denies this.

Sue Williamson in a recent article for 
The Mandarin argues that removal of the 
term ‘gender’ from Queensland government 

websites is much more than just “refram-
ing” the wording, as the Queensland gov-
ernment has suggested. Williamson says 
that the change is a backlash, and that 
“dewokify” is “code for dismantling gender 
equality initiatives in particular, and Diver-
sity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives 
more broadly.”

The Crisafulli government’s record backs 
her up. The LNP has “paused” Respect at 
Work reforms to the Anti-Discrimination 
Act. Those reforms would have imposed a 

positive duty on employers to proactively 
prevent sex discrimination, but the Cris-
afulli government doesn’t want to bother 
employers with that. 

Significantly, the government has also 
cancelled the Truth-telling and Healing 
Inquiry, set up so that Indigenous people 
could talk and be taken seriously on the 
ongoing impacts of colonisation. The LNP 
government has changed the colour of the 
Office for Women’s website from traditionally 
feminist purple to the blue of the LNP.  

Queensland rolls back equality



Guardian� 24 August 2026   7

Peter Farmer

The NDIS bill has passed the Senate after 
Labor made a deal with the Coalition. The bill 
is designed to cut costs by reducing budgets as 
well as by cutting the number of people who 
can use the scheme. 

After the new rules have been introduced, by 
2030 more than 240,000 people are expected to be 
dropped from the scheme.

People with Disability Australia (PWDA) Acting 
CEO Megan Spindler-Smith said disregarding thou-
sands of submissions and the documented harm of 
removing people from the NDIS, placing caps on 
essential supports and shifting responsibility onto 
families, carers and already stretched mainstream 
services was a betrayal of the deep expertise and 
experience of the disability community and its allies.

Health Minister Mark Butler said that the changes 
would protect the integrity of the NDIS. 

Greens senator Jordon Steele-John said that the 
stress the cuts would create would be “beyond imag-
ining.” He pointed out that the bill would cut supports 
that now allow some disabled people to “go outside, 
maybe once or twice a week.”

New analysis from The Australia Institute estimates 

the planned cuts are equivalent to around 51,600 full-
time jobs and 94 million hours of paid care every year 
by 2029-30. It also estimates that, after accounting 
for inflation and population growth, NDIS funding 
in real terms would be around 10 per cent lower in 
2029-30 than in 2026-27.

PWDA Interim President Jarrod Sandell-Hay said 
those figures expose what is really at stake.

“These cuts mean smaller lives for people with 
disability,” Sandell-Hay said.

“Those 94 million hours of support don’t simply 
vanish. They are hours of support people need to leave 
their homes, go to work, study, see friends, participate 
in our communities and live safely.

“People with disability will either go without or 
our families and carers will be left scrambling to fill 
the gaps.

“It is cruel to ask people with disability to sacrifice 
our independence, our participation and our oppor-
tunities because the government has made the wrong 
choice to cut the NDIS.

The government has sought to make the cuts 
more acceptable by hiving off areas of the NDIS – for 
example, setting up ‘Thriving Kids’ which essentially 
puts the problem on to the states. Others thrown off 
the scheme won’t have any alternative.  

NDIS Bill slammed

Public Inquiry into 
AUKUS - Sydney

Denis Doherty
The Public Inquiry met in Sydney on 10 August in the NSW 
Parliament. The meeting was preceded by an anti-AUKUS demon-
stration organised by the Sydney Anti-AUKUS Coalition (SAAC). 

The audience were introduced to the commissioners by former 
AMWU Union official and former MP, Doug Cameron. The com-
missioners present were the Chair, Peter Garrett, Leanne Minshull 
- Co-CEO of The Australia Institute, former WA Premier  Dr Carmen 
Lawrence AO, ICAN Australia Ambassador and Yankunytjatjara 
woman Karina Lester, and Admiral Chris Barrie AC RAN (Ret’d).

The witnesses: 
Malcolm Turnbull: Malcolm Turnbull concentrated on the sover-
eignty issue of the AUKUS submarines, arguing that decisions on 
the use of the submarines would be up to the US. He railed against 
the sycophants in the media who enthusiastically adopted the pro-
ject, and was critical of the secrecy surrounding the decision. 

Turnbull also stressed that our “great ally” was not dependable and 
should not be trusted so completely. He expressed doubt that the 
submarines would ever arrive, pointing out that US manufacturing 
was so far behind schedule that the US could not even spare sec-
ond-hand submarines.  

Bob Carr: Bob Carr, one-time NSW Premier and former Foreign 
Minister said that as Asia and China emerge more powerfully in 
world it was up to Australia to disengage from the US and stop 
being a vassal. The US strategy would be to draw us into a war with 
China which would be disastrous for the country. 

Carr explained that Albanese and his government had had several 
chances to withdraw from the agreement without antagonising the 
US. The first was once Albanese had gained government he could 
have said “this was a decision made by my predecessor and we 
didn’t appreciate the cost.” 

Elbridge Colby the US Under-Secretary for Defence Policy did a 
review of the AUKUS agreement. That review was an opportunity 
for Albanese to withdraw. Each time Albanese has doubled down 
on AUKUS.

AUKUS also represents a tremendous threat to the sovereignty of 
the country. Whatever happens, the US has scored a submarine 
base in WA, paid for by the Australian taxpayer.

Warren Smith: Warren Smith representing the Martime Union of 
Australia stressed the necessity of trade and shipping for Australia 
and that the presence of nuclear-powered submarines created dan-
gers for the maritime workers. He explained that Australia lost one 
in eight seamen during World War 2 and he did not want that to 
occur again as it would be just so much worse this time. 

The dangers were present at ports and in the open ocean.  
Asked if there had been any communication or consultation with 
the union on these issues he replied, “Not only have they not 
approached us about AUKUS but they have not answered any of 
our correspondence.”

Natasha Watt: Natasha Watt as Deputy President of the NSW 
Teachers’ Federation explained that the Education budget will be 
raided to pay for AUKUS. 

She raised the fact that adding insult to injury there are attempts 
by companies linked to the AUKUS project to get into schools and 
promote nuclear-powered submarines and associated mathemat-
ics and engineering issues in competitions to seduce young people 
into thinking positively about  submarine warfare. 

National Tertiary Education Union: The NTEU spokesperson 
mentioned the presence of arms corporations on campus. The ter-
tiary sector is experiencing less funding while resources are being 
cheerfully set aside for submarines and associated causes.

SAAC (Sydney Anti-AUKUS Coalition): SAAC reps outlined the 
campaign against AUKUS in Sydney that has been going for five 
years. It is made up of various peace, political and religious groups. 
The campaign stresses ‘No AUKUS, No War on China’.  The push 
to nuclear submarines is based on the false assumption of a China 
threat. The US in response expects Australia to increase military 
spending and integration into the US military.  This is not accept-
able for a sovereign country. The cost of the policy will cause 
massive stresses in the Australian economy and hinder the govern-
ment’s role in assisting its citizens. 
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Recognise the complexity of 
the current international con-
text and the threat posed by 
the aggressive and interven-
tionist policies of the United 
States and other imperialist 
powers, within the framework 
of the imperialist system and 
the relations of rivalry/coop-
eration that permeate it, for 
the defence of the sovereignty, 
independence, and self-de-
termination of our peoples, 
to eliminate the exploitation 
of man by man and end the 
causes of imperialist wars, 
poverty, and the oppression 
of peoples; as well as to guar-
antee the protection of the 
environment.

Underline the importance of 
unity, solidarity, and cooperation 
among communist and workers’ 
parties as a fundamental path 
to achieving a decisive response 
to the increase in inequality and 
exploitation in capitalist countries 
worldwide, as well as the intensi-
fication of rivalries and contra-
dictions within the imperialist 
system itself, and the belligerent 
offensive led by the United States 
that is provoking new aggressions 
and conflicts.

Emphasise the importance of 
strengthening debates and dis-
cussions on topics that contribute 
to the articulation and synergy 
among the communist and workers’ 
parties that comprise this historic 
platform, which is approaching its 
30th anniversary.

Reaffirm the enduring rele-
vance of the thought of the historic 

leader of the Cuban Revolution, 
Commander-in-Chief Fidel Castro 
Ruz, in the context of the centennial 
commemoration of his birth. His 
ideas, against capitalist exploita-
tion, profoundly anti-imperialist, 
humanist, internationalist, and 
based on solidarity, are essential to 
confronting the colossal challenges 
of the current international arena, 
halting the resurgence of fascism, 
and protecting future generations 
from the scourge of imperialism 
and war. 

Their efforts and concrete 
actions in the struggle for socialism 
and to strengthen unity and joint 
action among communist and work-
ers’ parties, and the entire anti-co-
lonialist and anti-imperialist forces, 
are of extraordinary relevance today 
and constitute the path forward for 
continued progress in a dynamic 
and robust articulation, in conflict 
with big capital and its power. Their 
unwavering commitment to genuine 
peace for all peoples, international 
law, and the purposes and princi-
ples enshrined in the Charter of 
the United Nations, thanks to the 
Soviet Union and the other social-
ist countries, and which are being 
undermined today, compel us to 
hold high the banners of struggle 
for a truly just, democratic, and 
equitable international order for 
our peoples, which socialism can 
guarantee.

Reiterate their solidarity with 
the Communist Party of Cuba and 
the courageous Cuban people, who 
are resisting an unprecedented 
imperialist aggression due to the 
current United States government’s 

attempts to overthrow the Revolu-
tion and reverse the achievements 
of the past 67 years.

Condemn the genocidal and 
inhumane economic, commercial, 
financial, and energy blockade 
imposed by the United States gov-
ernment, whose terrible impacts 
severely damage the daily lives of 
all Cubans and impede the country’s 
legitimate right to development. 
This system of unilateral coercive 
measures is becoming increasingly 
comprehensive, having been inten-
sified by two executive orders that 
aggravate its illegal and coercive 
nature.

Denounce the arbitrary indict-
ment of Army General Raúl Castro 
Ruz by the US Department of Jus-
tice, as part of a stratagem to tarnish 
his greatness and his undefeated 
legitimacy.

Demand the exclusion of Cuba 
from the spurious and unilateral 
US list of supposed state sponsors 
of terrorism, a designation that 
is entirely meaningless when we 
recall the more than 3,000 victims 
suffered by the noble Cuban people 
at the hands of this scourge.

Emphasise the irrevocable 
nature of the Cuban people’s will 
to build and achieve socialism as 
the only system capable of guaran-
teeing full human freedom.

In this regard, they agree on 
the following actions.

Continue supporting and 
standing with the Cuban people, 
the Communist Party of Cuba, 
and the Revolution in the face of 
the current imperialist aggression.

Coordinate different actions and 

initiatives to increase denunciation 
of the economic, commercial, finan-
cial, and energy blockade imposed 
by the United States government 
against Cuba.

Continue advancing toward 
strengthening cooperation and 
unity among communist and work-
ers’ parties in the struggle against 
imperialism and capitalism, for the 
defence and affirmation of sover-
eignty and rights, and to achieve 
peace and socialism.

Continue developing solidar-
ity with the struggles of peoples 
throughout the world who defend 
their sovereignty and rights against 

imperialist aggression and inter-
ference, such as the struggle of 
the Palestinian people and other 
peoples of the Middle East, Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and 
Africa.

Promote the solidarity move-
ment with peoples against impe-
rialist aggression, the struggles of 
the working class and of peoples 
throughout the world, to honour 
the history of the communist 
movement and of class struggles 
and to analyse the conclusions of 
the trajectory of the IMCWP in 
view of the 30th anniversary of its 
founding in 2028.  

Final Declaration of the 24th International 
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties

Havana, Cuba, 7-8 August 2026
“Defending and honouring the legacy of the Cuban Revolution 
on the centenary of Fidel’s birth and consolidating solidarity 
with socialist Cuba; strengthening joint actions and joining 

forces for peace and against imperialist aggression.”

The communist and workers’ parties gathered in Havana, Cuba:

Stephen Wilkinson
Editor of the International Journal of 
Cuban Studies
Fidel’s centenary arrives as Cuba 
weathers perhaps the most severe 
external assault in its history.

Trump and Rubio’s fuel blockade has cut 
Venezuelan oil supplies, produced black-
outs of 20 hours a day, and driven food and 
medicine to levels the United Nations has 
described as a humanitarian catastrophe.

Yet the Cuban people still resist. The 
government has just passed 176 economic 
reforms through its National Assembly, and 
is attracting investment from China, Vietnam, 
Russia, and the Gulf states. A Vietnamese 
delegation arrived in Havana the day after 
the reforms were announced.

None of this is the behaviour of a failed 
state. All of it is recognisably Fidelista: the 
refusal to capitulate, the sovereign deter-
mination to find a way through, and the 
sophisticated understanding that the struggle 
is longer than any single moment of crisis.

That spirit has deep roots. Fidel was born 
in Biran, in what was then Oriente province, 
the son of a Spanish immigrant landowner.

He grew up in a Cuba that was formally 
independent but substantively colonised by 
the United States. US capital dominated the 
economy, US strategic interests dominated 
the politics, and its racial attitudes perme-
ated the social hierarchy. 

 Fidel’s contribution to Marxist thought is 
the way in which he fused Marti with Marx. 
It is something philosophically remarkable 
and an underappreciated reason why the 
Cuban Revolution is so durable.

Fidel did not merely apply European 
socialism to a Caribbean island. He pro-
duced a synthesis of two strands of political 
thought that rooted the revolutionary pro-
cess in Cuba’s own civilisational experience. 
Moreover, it imbued Cuba’s socialism with a 
deep moral imperative that elevated the task 
of building socialism to a calling.

The revolution itself needs little summary.
The Moncada attack of 1953, the trial at 

which Fidel turned the dock into a platform 
for his masterpiece “History will absolve me” 
speech that spawned a movement. Two years 
of guerrilla war in the Sierra Maestra, the 
triumphant entry into Havana on 1 January 
1959, all well-known.

Within two years, Cuba had reduced 

illiteracy from roughly 25 per cent to zero. 
Within a decade, Cuba had built a health-
care system that would go on to produce 
life expectancy and infant mortality figures 
consistently better than those of the US.

Like the great chess player and military 
general he was, Fidel once said that the Rev-
olution had survived because all its errors 
were tactical rather than strategic. This was 
because he was able to see problems coming 
and to prepare his people for them.

The Rectification Campaign, launched 
in 1986 as Gorbachev was unveiling pere-
stroika, was one of the greatest examples. It 
was a deliberate strategic inoculation against 
the corrosive reform process that was being 
introduced in Moscow.

While Gorbachev was introducing market 
mechanisms and dismantling party discipline, 
Fidel moved Cuba in the opposite direction, 
returning to Che’s moral economy, rejecting 
material incentives, and shoring up the ideo-
logical foundations on which Cuba’s survival 
would depend.

Cuba’s internationalism is where the 
calumnies of Fidel’s enemies are most com-
prehensively demolished by the facts. 

Between 1975 and 1988, 375,000 Cuban 

soldiers, doctors and teachers served in 
Angola. At the Battle of Cuito Cuanavale in 
1987-88, Cuban and Angolan forces defeated 
the apartheid South African army in the 
largest conventional military confrontation 
on the African continent since the second 
world war.

The names of 2,070 Cubans who died in 
Angola are inscribed alongside South African 
liberation fighters at Freedom Park outside 
Pretoria. Nelson Mandela was precise about 
what this meant: “Without the defeat of Cuito 
Cuanavale our organisations would not have 
been legalised.” The first country outside 
South Africa that Mandela visited after his 
release from prison was Cuba.

A hundred years after his birth in the 
village of Biran, Fidel Castro is most honestly 
understood as the embodiment of Cuba’s 
centuries-long, irreducible, deeply civilised 
refusal to accept the terms that imperial 
power would impose upon it. History, as he 
said, will absolve him. 

On the available evidence, it already has.
Morning Star (edited for space)  

100 Years of Fidel
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The Communist and Workers’ Parties 
participating in the 24th International 
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ 
Parties (IMCWP), organised by the 
Communist Party of Cuba in Havana, 
declare their will and determination to 
undertake joint and convergent actions 
on the following main issues until the 
next meeting:

Oppose imperialist wars, the arms race, 
including nuclear weapons and foreign mil-
itary bases, and reject all NATO practices, 
which intensified its preparations for war 
at the last NATO Summit in Ankara. In 
this context, increase propaganda and class 
mobilisation against NATO expansion and 
aggression worldwide; oppose the partici-
pation of NATO and its allies in the wars in 
Ukraine and Iran and in Israel’s aggression 
against the Palestinian people; strengthen 
the struggle for NATO withdrawal and dis-
solution; organise anti-imperialist and anti-
war events on 21 September, World Peace 
Day; and support the efforts of the World 
Peace Council.

Denounce the arbitrary inclusion of Cuba 
on the US list of alleged state sponsors of ter-
rorism and interference in its internal affairs. 
Express support for and solidarity with the 
Cuban people and the Communist Party of 
Cuba in their demand for the immediate 
and unconditional lifting of the economic, 
commercial, and financial blockade and the 
energy embargo imposed by the criminal 
government of the United States. Strengthen 
solidarity with Cuba by organising initiatives 
of various kinds in our respective countries; 
hold protest demonstrations in front of US 
embassies and in other public spaces to 
denounce the US blockade and the terrible 
impacts of the two executive orders (of 29 
January and 1 May) on key areas for the 
development of the Cuban people, such as the 
electricity sector, food production, tourism, 
and the serious impacts on the healthcare 
system. Disseminate the truth about the 
situation in Cuba to the general public; and 
actively counter the media manipulation 
campaigns orchestrated and financed by the 
US government and other imperial powers 
to overthrow the Revolution. To build and 
mobilise public opinion to denounce and 
thwart any threat of military intervention 
against Cuba.

Coordinate concrete actions and ini-
tiatives to break the imperialist blockade 
against Cuba by calling on trade unions and 
workers’ organisations, particularly those in 
the maritime and logistics transport sector, 
to work together with the CTC to deliver 
containers with essential medicines, food, 
and humanitarian aid to Cuba, which are 
currently being held in ports around the world 
and in the Caribbean and Central America.

Condemn the illegal wars initiated in 
June 2025 and continuing to this day by 
US imperialism and the criminal Israeli 
regime against Iran. The Iranian people 
have expressed their firm demand for an 
immediate end to the war and the restoration 

of peace, rejecting imperialist intervention. 
Demand the immediate and complete ces-
sation of all foreign interventions, military 
aggressions, covert operations, and external 
interference under any pretext or guise. 

The future of Iran must be decided by the 
Iranian people themselves, and exclusively 
by them. True democratic progress, lasting 
peace, and genuine national sovereignty 
can only be forged by the Iranian people, 
free from external impositions and with 
the support of progressive anti-war forces 
worldwide.

Demand an end to the brutal Israeli 
attacks against the Palestinian people, an 
end to the occupation, and the realisation 
of the Palestinian people’s rights to self-de-
termination, resistance, and a sovereign 
and independent state. Demand the right of 
return for refugees, guaranteeing conditions 
in accordance with relevant UN resolutions, 
and the release of Palestinian political pris-
oners. Condemn the colonial and discrimina-
tory policies of the United States and Israel, 
including the construction and expansion of 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories, and the whole of southern Lebanon. 
In this context, commemorate the Interna-
tional Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People on 29 November.

Consider the fight against fascism and 
its manifestations as one of the priorities 
of the international communist movement. 
Organise the celebration of Victory Day 2027 
as the day of victory over fascism in 1945.

Organise May Day 2027, International 
Workers’ Day, with greater force as a day 

of class struggle for workers’ rights, social 
justice, and equality; for the abolition of cap-
italist exploitation worldwide; and against 
the criminalisation of workers’ struggles and 
trade union rights. Strengthen class-oriented 
trade union work by rebuilding rank-and-file 
organisation in workplaces.

Support initiatives and mobilisations 
for the defence of popular sovereignty with 
a class character in the context of natural 
disasters, social conflicts, wars, and other 
situations that require it.

Show solidarity with communists who 
face all forms of repression, interference, and 
prohibitions, and whose political rights and 
freedoms are being usurped anywhere in the 
world. Strengthen coordination to confront 
the criminalisation of communist activities 
and of all organisations fighting against 
imperialism and for solidarity among peoples.

Develop joint activities against anti-com-
munism, fascism, and manipulated prop-
aganda against the historical contribution 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR) to humanity. Undertake joint efforts 
to commemorate the 110th anniversary of 
the Great October Socialist Revolution, high-
lighting the enduring relevance of socialism 
worldwide.

Strengthen the struggle of women against 
inequality, oppression, and discrimination, 
increasing mobilisation on 8 March, Inter-
national Women’s Day, especially among 
working women.

More than fifty years after the war, occu-
pation, and artificial division of the island 
and its population, support the reunification 

of Cyprus in accordance with the relevant 
UN resolutions. Support the struggle of the 
people of Western Sahara for their right to 
self-determination in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; as well as Argen-
tina’s right to exercise sovereignty over the 
Malvinas Islands, the South Sandwich Islands 
and South Georgia.

Actively participate in popular mobilisa-
tions to demand environmental protection 
and reject the capitalist model of production 
and consumption.

Achieve joint action by the Communist 
and Workers’ Parties and their affiliated 
organisations to strengthen international 
anti-imperialist organisations, in particu-
lar the World Federation of Trade Unions 
(WFTU), the World Peace Council (WPC), 
the World Federation of Democratic Youth 
(WFDY), and the Women’s International 
Democratic Federation (WIDF).

Strengthen interaction and cooperation 
between communist and workers’ parties in 
all regions of the world to successfully pave 
the way for the 25th International Meeting 
of Communist and Workers’ Parties in 2027.

Express our commitment to organising 
activities to commemorate and pay tribute 
to Commander-in-Chief Fidel Castro Ruz in 
the centenary year of his birth.

Coordinate actions and mobilisation 
initiatives for peace in different countries.

Fight against far-right propaganda, 
racism and xenophobia in order to reaffirm 
the principle of international working-class 
solidarity.  

24th International Meeting of  
Communist and Workers’ Parties

ACTION PLAN

the future of Iran must be decided 
by the Iranian people themselves 

and exclusively by them

Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Canel delivers the closing address.
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Reviewer: Graham Holton

Mickey and the Teamsters 
is a fascinating look at the 
labour politics behind Disney 
World’s costumed charac-
ter performers  (the actors 
playing Mickey, Cinderella, 
and Goofy) who joined the 
Teamsters Local 385 union 
in Orlando, Florida. 

The Teamsters are a powerful 
coalition representing blue-collar 
workers. The performers chose 
them because they needed aggres-
sive backing to negotiate with 
Disney’s corporate management 
for improved wages, benefits, and 
workplace safety rules. 

A lot has been written about 
Walt Disney’s tough treatment 

of unions and their members. 
In stark contrast to its carefully 
constructed public image, Disney 
World was far from the ‘Happiest 
Place on Earth,’ for workers. It 
is a world hidden from public by 
the carefully managed corporate 
Disney brand. Schneider reveals 
the everyday realities of low wages, 
unacceptable working conditions, 
and organisational politics that 
ground down workers. The clash 
between corporate Disney manage-
ment, the union, and its members 
is laid bare.

When costumed performers 
were fired for refusing to wear 
soiled, sweat-soaked outfits, union 
representative Donna-Lynne 
Dalton took their fight to the bar-
gaining table with Disney. The 

union successfully fought for their 
reinstatement. 

The conflict later became a fight 
against the leadership of Local 
385, which had grown hostile and 
authoritarian. Mike details how 
the leadership severely misman-
aged union business and finances, 
actively suppressed democratic 
processes, and prevented members 
from having a real voice. 

Schneider illustrates the con-
tradictions that can happen within 
working-class organisations, 
demonstrating what happens when 
union leadership corruption affects 
the interests of its members. Dem-
ocratic accountability is essential 
for unions, which require active 
member participation, transpar-
ent elections, and accountable 

leadership. When these principles 
are weakened, members can end up 
fighting their own representatives, 
as much as the employer.

As well as being revealing about 
Disney, ‘Micky and the Teamsters’ 
advocates for greater internal 
democracy and maximum finan-
cial transparency within unions. 
This reflects debates in Marxist 
and socialist traditions concerning 
workers’ control, union democ-
racy, and the dangers of violating 
union rules. 

Schneider provides a history 
of the unionisation at Walt Disney 
World, explaining the unique chal-
lenges of organising workers in the 
entertainment industry. The long 
conflict is reconstructed through 
interviews, first-hand reports, and 

documents, making this a com-
pelling narrative of an important 
labour dispute. 

Overall the book is an insightful 
history of organised labour and 
members’ conflicts, reaffirming the 
importance of democratic unions 
for improving workers’ conditions. 
It will appeal to readers inter-
ested in trade unions, workplace 
democracy, and the complexities 
of organising workers within large 
multinational corporations. Read-
ers will find it an informative case 
study of how democratic institu-
tions function – or fail – within 
organised labour. 
Ratings: 4.5 out of 5 red stars.  

Book Review: 
Mickey and the Teamsters:  

A Fight for Fair Unions at Disney 
by Mike Schneider

Reviewer: Graham Holton

Fifty years on, The Front (1976), 
starring Woody Allen, is especially 
relevant with the Trump adminis-
tration’s crackdown on freedoms 
taken for granted in the United 
States. 

The film is set in 1953 at the height 
of the anti-Communist investigations of 
the House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee (HUAC) and McCarthyism, which 
ruined careers, broke relationships, and 
led to actors moving to Europe, aban-
doning their careers or even committing 
suicide. Actors, writers and directors 
who were ‘blacklisted’ were practically 
unable to work. 

In The Front, television screenwriter 
Alfred Miller is blacklisted for showing 
pro-Communist sympathies, and cannot 
find work. He asks small-time bookie 
Howard Prince (Allen) to put his name 
to scripts for TV for a consideration.

Soon other blacklisted writers use 
Howard as a front. Fame goes to How-
ard’s head, and he starts putting on airs, 
much to the annoyance of the genuine 
creatives he’s helping out.

Howard is soon investigated by the 
“Freedom Information Services” and 
he’s subpoenaed by the congressional 
committee investigating alleged Com-
munist influence in entertainment, to 
testify before HUAC. Will he turn the 
writers in, or show some unexpected 
backbone?

The film shows how political repres-
sion does not need a government to 
formally ban ideas or curb free speech. 
Fear, employment pressure, denuncia-
tion, and institutional self-censorship 
do that successfully. 

Political repression doesn’t require 
everyone to support the regime – only to 
fear it. McCarthyism succeeded because 
people were afraid of association. To 
work it required corporate capitalism’s 
cooperation. Hollywood studios, televi-
sion networks, producers and employers 
participated because they considered 
cooperation safer than resistance. 

The Front demonstrates that Marxist 

concepts of labour apply to intellectual 
and cultural production. The workers 
are writers, who possess skills and 
imagination, but have no control over 
the conditions under which their work is 
produced. Their labour power is valuable 
to TV companies, but political authorities 
and employers determine whether they 
are permitted to sell it. 

In the so-called ‘land of the free’ 
political associations are dangerous, 
and employers can dismiss workers 
while claiming they are protecting them-
selves. People start to police themselves. 
The blacklist destroys class solidarity 
by making workers suspicious of one 
another. In the paranoid anti-commu-
nist US of 1953, ideology becomes a 
moral panic. Repression does not need 
to imprison everyone. People discipline 
themselves. 

When The Front was made, the US 
public assumed that McCarthyism was in 
the past. In this context Trump’s attacks 
on media organisations, universities, 
government employees and cultural 
institutions gain increased relevance. 

Even before Trump started blaming 
everything on communism, the far-right 
movement he represents set out to intim-
idate cultural workers, with some success. 

The important question isn’t simply 
whether someone is formally censored. 
It is whether people begin anticipating 
punishment and modify their behaviour 
accordingly. 

In 2025, the American Broadcasting 
Company suspended Jimmy Kimmel, 
after political pressure from the admin-
istration, following his comments about 
the murder of Charlie Kirk. Trump 
publicly celebrated his suspension and 
called for other TV programs critical of 
his administration to be removed. After 
Trump’s second election, the owner of 
the Washington Post declared that his 
opinion pages would be about “personal 
liberties and free markets.”

As Trump continually tests the 
boundaries of his presidential power, 
many have folded rather than confront 
him. This makes The Front very relevant 
today.  

Film Review:
The Front at fifty

News quiz solution
Guardian 17 August #2202

1.	� Which police force has scanned more than 130,000 faces under a facial recognition 
trial? (WA)

2.	� Which football code has inspired a video game? (AFL)
3.	� Where is Calvary Health Care building a $130 million private hospitals? (Launceston)
4.	� What kind of gambling ad bans “do not work” according to the Greens? (Partial)
5.	� Where have 20,000 people been forced to evacuate and why? (Canada/wildfires)
6.	� What has made badminton costs increase by 50 per cent? (bird flu)
7.	� What kind of housing is the only kind counted in inflation figures? (new builds)
8.	� Which cartoon show has been translated into Yolngu Matha, one of the world’s oldest 

living languages? (Bluey)
9.	� What problem have 26 US states had with jalapeno peppers? (salmonella)
10.	�Indian police have fired tear gas at protesters. What did the protesters want to reform? 

(Exams) 

Editor’s note: Introducing award-winning cartoonist Fiona Katauskas who will be 
cartooning for Guardian, the Workers’ Weekly for a while. You may know Katauskas 
from the ABC’s Insiders program, where she produces and sometimes co-hosts the 
‘Talking Pictures’ segment, as well as cartoons for a range of other papers.
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Reviewer: Thomas Hainey

Survival horror games are very much 
like survival horror movies, a niche 
genre for people who want a good 
scare. Some of the most popular 
games, such as Resident Evil – which 
spawned an 11-film franchise – have 
raked in millions of dollars.

In the summer of 2024, along came 
Still Wakes the Deep, developed by The 
Chinese Room, a British video game 
developer famous for exploration games 
including Everybody’s Gone to the Rap-
ture. A creepy thriller set on a Scottish oil 
rig, Still Wakes The Deep was nominated 
for eight Bafta games awards.

The setting is probably the most real-
istic oil rig in any game I’ve seen. The 
dank run-down rig feels totally authentic 
in its 1970s period details. Just walking 
around is treacherous and keeps players 
on edge.

Players adopt the persona of Glaswe-
gian electrician Cameron “Caz” McCleary. 
It’s Christmas and he’s dodging the police 
and an angry wife after a bar fight. To top 
it off he’s just been fired by the rig boss.

Despite the unsafe nature of the rig 
and a storm threatening, the rapacious 
manager insists on drilling deeper which 
unleashes a nameless, timeless terror that 
infects the workers who soon start turning 
into hideous mutants. Soon Caz is running 
desperately back and forth, fighting against 
the storm, fires, and bloodthirsty mutants.

The structuring of the game’s spaces 
and environments is creative. The spaces 
inside are dark and claustrophobic. Those 
outside are chaotic, as the rig starts col-
lapsing above a roiling North Sea. Caz is 
desperately trying to save himself and 
his crew by either launching lifeboats or 
making it to the helicopter pad. Nothing 
goes to plan.

The graphics and aesthetics are beauti-
fully crisp and the attention to detail even 
in the crew quarters and mess is really 
something, not to mention the particle 
effects (such as fire and electrical sparks). 
Looking over the edge at the North Sea or 
at the rain drumming against the window 
is pretty realistic.

The level design is intuitive for expe-
rienced and novice gamers alike and 
players can customise the experience 
with “hints” which can be turned off for 
a more challenging game. The hints are 
usually marked in yellow paint and show 
you where to go, where to hide, and how 
to solve puzzles.

Obstacles include former crew who 
have transformed into terrifying creatures. 
The linear narrative and the atmosphere 
ramp up the tension as players try to make 
it stealthily past the monsters. The game 
requires “well-ordered” problem solving 
which makes the experience both nerve 
racking and pleasantly frustrating.

Still Wakes The Deep keeps players on 
edge like an interactive narrative horror 
movie with a fair share of jump scares 

and plenty of death-defying leaps, as Caz 
hangs by his fingernails or bolts for his life.

One YouTube walk-through hails the 
game as “every fear in one horror game.” 
Neil Mackay of the Glasgow Herald said: 
“Let me deliver a quick kill-shot to the 
notion that games are somehow a sub-
standard art form in comparison to the 
novel, theatre, film or visual arts. In many 
ways today the best games combine the 
best of each discipline.”

One writer called it “The Thing, but 
on a Scottish oil rig in the 1970s.” That 
was the original pitch by Dan Pinchbeck, 
the studio’s co-founder. So safe to say – 
mission accomplished.

For me, the Scots actors really bring it 
to life. Bafta winners Alec Newman (famous 
for his portrayal of Paul Atreides in the 
Dune series) and comedian Karen Dunbar 
give fantastically convincing performances 
that help to build the atmosphere of dread.

It’s good to see working-class Scottish 
voices in all their sweary glory here, as 
they are not commonly represented in 
games. Diversity in characters and game 
development is an area many developers 
are seeking to address. Some of the Scots 
slang might cause a few lost-in-translation 
moments for players from other countries 
(subtitles may be needed), but there is 
much grim humour to be enjoyed here 
that just adds to the terrifying fun.
Morning Star (edited for space)  

Reviewer: J H

Iskra has continued their 
mission of providing a mod-
ern, accessible reprinting 
of Stalin’s writings with the 
two latest volumes 5 and 6 
covering 1921-1923 and 1924 
respectively.

As with all of Iskra’s books, a 
free online PDF of the volume can 
be found on Iskra’s website iskra-
books.org

These collected works are a 
great read for people interested 
both in understanding the situa-
tion within pre- and post-revolu-
tionary Russia, as well as Stalin’s 
excellent explanations of founda-
tional Marxist-Leninist principles 
which continue to shape questions 
of socialist struggle and organisa-
tion today.

Three texts are especially worth 
reading for anyone who wants to get 
more into Marxist-Leninist thought.

Our Disagreements:
This Pravda article from 1921 

covers the debate over the approach 
to trade-unions between a faction 
including Trotsky and another 
including Stalin. 

Trotsky had military experi-
ence as head of the Red Army. He 
wanted to apply the same methods 
to running trade unions in the 
USSR. Stalin and the opposing 
faction recognised that different 
approaches were needed for the 
two situations.

This broader faction Stalin 
belonged to viewed the promotion 
of worker’s democracy within the 
trade-unions as essential for devel-
oping both the trade-unions and 

their industries, as well as devel-
oping the workers state as a whole.

This article provides an inter-
esting look at the actual Stalin that 
lived rather the mythologised pow-
er-hungry dictator he is painted as 
in mainstream depictions.

Rather than wanting to give 
the party supreme control over all 
matters, Stalin in fact pushed back 
against attempts to do so, choosing 
to promote a flourishing of real 
workers democracy.

The Immediate Tasks of the 
Party in the National Question:

In this article Stalin provides 
an outline of the differences 
between how a capitalist state 
and a socialist state approaches 
the treatment of minority popula-
tions. It also provides readers with 
an understanding of the scale of 
Russia’s ethnic populations and 
the scope of the programs that 
the Russian Communists began 
to implement.

Allowing minority groups to 
pursue their own self-development 
was fundamental to the formation 
of the USSR. Under this system, 
individual Soviets were able to 
develop their economies and pursue 
their goals as they pleased with  
the support of the broader USSR’s 
military and economic strength.

This also forms part of the 
basis to China’s approach, creating 
autonomous regions within the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to enable 
the self-development of minority 
groups. Like the creation of sepa-
rate Soviets under the USSR, these 
regions combine self-development 
with the assistance and support of 
the People’s Republic.

In a time when hatred towards 
minorities is being increasingly 
pushed by capitalists to divide 
workers both in Australia and 
abroad, this article is a must-read 
to show that a different system is 
possible. It shows that a socialist 
state can overcome the severe limi-
tations of capitalism and can bring 
about safety and prosperity for 
everyone, not just the wealthy few.

Concerning the Question of 
the Strategy and Tactics of the 
Russian Communists:

Planning might not sound excit-
ing thing, but here Stalin effectively 
shows how short-term and long-
term planning is essential to the 
success of worker’s struggles and 
the fight of Communist Parties. As 
Stalin puts it “strategy can accel-
erate or [inhibit] the movement, 
direct it along the shortest path 
or divert it to a more difficult and 
painful path.”

Any activity towards socialism, 
from a Party Congress to a postering 
campaign needs both short-term 
tactics, and longer-term strategy. 
Tactics and strategy help to ensure 
our practice is focused and effec-
tive rather than haphazard and 
disordered.

Developing correct tactics and 
strategy require us to continually 
understand and assess our situa-
tion. The different struggles we are 
a part of may share the same goal, 
but we have to understand the spe-
cific characteristics of each struggle 
and the tactics each situation calls 
to win through.  

Source: Iskra Books
Book Review: Iskra’s Stalin: 

Collected Works Vol. 5

Game review: Still Wakes the Deep
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Yemeni forces, affiliated with 
the Ansarallah movement 
(often called ‘the Houthis’), 
have launched ballistic mis-
siles and drones at Saudi 
military buildups in Mokha 
and Marib, reporting casual-
ties and destroyed weapons 
depots.

A military source said the 
strikes achieved direct hits, causing 
deaths and injuries and destroy-
ing Saudi weapons and storage 
facilities.

Yemeni forces said two drones 
struck an Aramco refinery in 
Jizan in the southwest of Jizan 
in response to Saudi violations 
of Yemeni airspace. Sanaa (the 
Yemeni capital) has vowed to 

continue targeting Saudi military 
deployments and enforcing its 
“blockade for blockade, escalation 
for escalation” policy.

The Yemeni Armed Forces,  
affiliated with the Ansarallah 
movement, launched a new series 
of ballistic missile and drone strikes 
against Saudi military buildups in 
southwestern and central Yemen, 
as tensions between Sanaa and 
Riyadh continue to escalate.

A Yemeni military source told 
the Saba news agency that the 
operations targeted Saudi military 
concentrations in the Mokha area 
and Marib Governorate using sev-
eral ballistic missiles and drones.

According to the source, the 
strikes were “precise and direct” 

and resulted in a number of deaths 
and injuries. The attacks also 
destroyed several Saudi weapons 
depots and military supplies. The 
latest strikes follow a series of 
operations announced by Sanaa 
against Saudi forces and assets amid 
renewed confrontation between 
the two sides.

The military source said the 
attack came in retaliation for Saudi 
violations of Yemeni sovereignty.

“This targeting came in 
response to the Saudi enemy’s 
violation of Yemeni airspace and 
the country’s sovereignty in the 
Saada and Hajjah governorates,” 
the source said.

Ansarallah has repeatedly 
warned that Saudi military 

activity affecting Yemeni territory 
or airspace will trigger retaliatory 
operations.

The military source stressed 
that the Yemeni Armed Forces 
would continue responding “firmly 
to any violation of Yemen’s sover-
eignty, or any aggression target-
ing the country and the Yemeni 
people.”

The Sanaa government has 
said its armed forces remain fully 
prepared to confront Saudi military 
activity and will continue targeting 
Saudi buildups inside Yemen.

It has described its strategy as 
one of “blockade for blockade and 
escalation for escalation,” insist-
ing that the policy will remain in 
force until what it describes as the 

legitimate demands and rights of 
the Yemeni people are met.

As part of that equation, the 
Yemeni Armed Forces have also 
announced restrictions targeting 
Saudi maritime traffic in the Red 
Sea.

Sanaa says Saudi oil tankers 
are prohibited from navigating 
through the area as part of its 
response to the longstanding 
blockade and military pressure 
imposed on Yemen.
Palestine Chronicle  

Yemen strikes Saudi military  
with missiles, drones

www.cpa.org.au

End the “marketised fail-
ure” of social care with a 
publicly owned national 
care service, the Commu-
nist Party of Britain has 
demanded as part of its 
campaign for the upcom-
ing Edinburgh Council 
by-elections.

The party is standing 
candidates Richard Shillcock 
for the Southside/Newington 
ward and Peter Olech for the 
Portobello/Craigmillar ward 
on 3 September.

The Communists argue 
that Edinburgh’s current 
social care landscape, which 
is deeply reliant on private 
contractors and plagued by 
low wages, is failing both 
the vulnerable and the 
workforce.

The party is campaign-
ing for a structural overhaul 
that mirrors the founding 

principles of the National 
Health Service (NHS) – care 
that is fully nationalised, uni-
versally accessible and free 
at the point of use.

The campaign centres on 
localised demands designed 
to reverse decades of council 
privatisation and outsourc-
ing, including of adult social 
care contracts to be brought 
back under NHS and local 
authority management and 
ending exploitation of the 
predominantly female and 
ethnic minority workforce.

It also calls for the expan-
sion of municipal budgets 
by taxing the city’s private 
corporate wealth and shifting 
resources away from mili-
tary spending toward local 
services.

Olech said that Edin-
burgh’s social care infra-
structure is “crumbling and 

working-class communities 
are paying the price.”

“Turning care into a prof-
it-driven market has driven 
down wages for care workers 
and diminished the quality 
of life for those needing sup-
port,” he said.

“We are standing to 
ensure care is treated as a 
fundamental human right, 
managed for the many rather 
than corporate shareholders.”

Shillcock said: “The 
choice facing Edinburgh 
voters on 3 September is 
simple: welfare or warfare. 

“We could fully fund a 
dignified, publicly owned 
care system and reverse years 
of devastating budget cuts if 
we prioritised investing in 
people.”
Morning Star  

Scotland: communists 
call for end to 

‘marketised failure’

Daniel Johnson

In the occupied West Bank, the UN 
human rights office, OHCHR, has 
appealed to Israeli authorities to help 
Palestinian families trapped in their 
homes by settlers, amid an intensify-
ing campaign to seize their land.

Three Palestinian families – around 15 
people in total, including at least two children 
– have remained confined to their homes 
“in a state of terror” in the Ras al Ein area 
of Qusra village, south of Nablus, OHCHR 
said, alleging that the settlers had cut their 
power and water. 

“These criminal actions by the settlers, 
supported or acquiesced to by Israel, the 
occupying power, are making life unbearable 
for these Palestinian families and are clearly 
aimed at forcing them to leave their homes 
and their land,” the UN office said. “Time is 
running out for these three families before 
they are forcibly displaced.”

Following the initial OHCHR statement, 
head of the UN office in the Occupied Pal-
estinian Territory, Ajith Sunghay, told UN 
News that the families had been subsequently 
moved into just one home, which remained 
surrounded by Israeli settlers.

“Again, the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) is 

either unable or unwilling to protect Palestin-
ian communities, which they are expected to 
do so under the Geneva Convention; or worse, 
that the IDF is in collusion with the Israeli 
settlers, all aimed at displacing Palestinians 
and occupying their lands,” Sunghay said.

He added: “We really welcome state-
ments, we really welcome dialogue … How-
ever, this is simply not enough. I think we are 
past the stage of boiling point. We are seeing 
unprecedented level of settler violence and 
we call on Member States to act, use their 
leverage in every possible manner.”

OHCHR noted that Palestinians living in 
Qusra have been the target of “increasingly 

frequent attacks” since November 2025, when 
Israeli settlers established an outpost nearby.

Previous requests from the Palestinian 
families to the Israeli military present at the 
site to intervene have not helped.

“Instead, Israeli security forces seem 
to have blocked medics, solidarity activists 
and journalists from reaching the families,” 
OHCHR said, adding that although soldiers 
dismantled the settlers’ tents, they continued 
to surround the Palestinians’ homes.
United Nations  

West Bank: Settler siege of 
Palestinians marks a new low
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The warning by the former Russian president 
came after Tokyo protested Vladimir Putin’s 
first-ever visit to the archipelago.

The Kuril Islands will forever remain Russian 
land, with Japan looking for trouble by continuing to 
stick to its claim over the archipelago, former Russian 
President Dmitry Medvdev has said.

The Kuril archipelago came under Soviet control at 
the end of World War II following Japan’s defeat and 
was subsequently incorporated into the USSR. Tokyo, 
however, continues to claim the four southernmost 
islands – Iturup, Kunashir, Shikotan and the Habo-
mai islets – which it calls its “Northern Territories.” 
The dispute has been the main obstacle to Moscow 
and Tokyo signing a formal peace treaty in the eight 
decades since the conflict.

Tokyo has lodged a strong protest over Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s first-ever visit to the Kurils, 
with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi calling the trip 
“absolutely unacceptable,” and saying it “hurts the 
feelings of the Japanese people.” 

Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi 
also issued a statement, insisting that the islands “are 
an inherent part of Japan’s territory both historically 
and under international law.”

The Japanese Foreign Ministry also summoned the 
Russian ambassador to the country, Nikolay Nozdrev, 
over Putin’s trip, Kyodo News reported.

On social media, Medvedev said that “Takaichi can 
prattle on all she likes about the Kuril Islands being 
‘historically Japanese,’ but this chatter won’t change a 
thing. They were, are, and will remain Russian land.”

“Anyone who fails to understand this will face 
the monstrous consequences of their delusion,” the 
official, who currently serves as deputy chairman of 
Russia’s Security Council, warned without elaborating.

Putin traveled to Iturup, the largest of the Kuril 
Islands, touring a local fish processing plant, a medi-
cal center, and a school. He is only the second sitting 
Russian president to visit the Kurils after Medvedev 
made the trip in 2010.

Putin blamed Tokyo for the broader deterioration 
in relations between the two countries.

The president said he could not understand why 
Japan “under the pretext of the events in Ukraine 
and without delving into the causes of that conflict, 
imposed sanctions on Russia” and why Tokyo “clas-
sified Russia as a source of major threats in its latest 
military doctrine documents.” 

“I would like to emphasise that we pose no threat. 
We have absolutely no grievances against Japan. On 
the contrary, it’s Japan that has territorial claims 
against our country, specifically regarding the Kuril 
Islands issue,” he insisted.
rt.com  

SOUTH KOREA: South Korea has angered President 
Trump by refusing to participate in the US-Israeli war against 
Iran. In response, the US President ordered to scale down 
the US-South Korea military drills. “These exercises are not 
only costly, but send a signal that is totally inappropriate and 
hostile,” Trump wrote. He also mentioned that North Korea 
has been “unthreatening” and “respectful” during his term as 
president. “Therefore,” he concluded, “and based on the fact 
that it is too late to cancel, I have instructed Secretary of 
War Pete Hegseth to substantially reduce the Joint Military 
Exercises.” 

MOROCCO: Spanish media reported that Moroccan secu-
rity forces thwarted an attempt by hundreds of migrants to 
illegally enter Ceuta a Spanish-owned city in Africa. In late 
July approximately 72,000 migrants entered the Span-
ish territory from Morocco. While most of them returned to 
Morocco, about 10,000 people still remain in the city.

IRAN: Amid media speculation that the US will put large 
numbers of troops on Iranian territory, Iran’s Army Chief 
announced a counter measure. Amir Hatami said that “Any 
individual who kills or captures and surrenders an American 
aggressor will receive a reward of (equivalent to AU$42,000) 
from the Iranian Army.” He also announced “Iranian women 
who successfully carry out the action will receive double 
the award.” Hatami added that weapons used to kill Amer-
ican troops would be purchased by the state for twice the 
value and displayed in a planned museum, with their own-
ers receiving replacements.

OMAN: US President Donald Trump has threatened to 
bomb Oman. According to a reporter for US Fox news, 
Trump said “If Oman gets in the way, we’ll bomb the shit out 
of them.” Oman has been negotiating with Iran in an effort to 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz.

JAPAN: The minority partner in Japan’s ruling coalition, the 
Japan Innovation Party, has called for a “realistic review” of 
Japan’s principle of not allowing nuclear weapons into the 
country. The JIP is urging the government to allow nucle-
ar-powered attack submarines to visit Japanese ports. 
The Japanese PM has said the government will keep the 
non-nuclear principles, but is open to a temporary port call 
from a nuclear armed US vessel in an emergency.

USA: US Vice President JD Vance has warned that the US 
Republican Party must address the economic pressures 
facing Americans or risk driving more young people toward 
socialism. He made the remarks in an interview, pointing 
to the cost of housing and education, access to well-paid 
jobs, and the ability to start a family. “Our response to that 
can’t just be to ignore the economic concerns that I think are 
feeding the rising interest in socialism,” Vance said. 

As an Australian singer once said, “the rich get richer, the 
poor get the picture.”

CUBA: Cuba’s Foreign Minister has thanked China for the 
latest shipment of rice. The shipment is part of a commit-
ment by China to provide 60,000 tons of grain to mitigate 
the illegal US blockade of the island. China’s ambassador 
assured Cubans that the shipment comes with the message 
that “China stands with Cuba.”

INDIA: India is planning to send its first cargo ship on the 
Arctic route running along Russia’s northern coast next year, 
as it seeks to deepen trade with Russia outside of  Western 
sanctions. The 5,600km Arctic route or Northern Sea Route 
(NSR) is the shortest shipping route between East Asia and 
Europe. “In 2027, we are planning to have the first pilot ves-
sel running through the Northern Sea Route,” said the joint 
secretary in the Indian Shipping Ministry.

Global Briefs
Russia threatens 

‘monstrous 
consequences’ over 

islands claim

Graphic: NormanEinstein – commons.wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 3.0)

‘they were, are,  
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Russian land’
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PV Cultural Bureau 

After over a decade of concerted 
lobbying by the Palestinian 
community, and four years of 
development with Palestinian 
Canadians including the Cana-
dian Palestinian Association of 
Manitoba and the Palestinian 
Canadian Academic and Artists 
Network, Palestine Uprooted: 
Nakba Past and Present offi-
cially opened on 27 June at the 
Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights (CMHR) in Winnipeg.

The exhibition’s existence is an 
extremely important development 
in the midst of an ongoing genocide 
against the Palestinian people, and 
it follows the Palestinian-Canadian 
community’s longstanding efforts 
to have Palestinian experiences – 
including the Nakba reality of brutal 
multi-generational ethnic cleansing 
enacted by the British and Israeli 
states – featured within the insti-
tution’s narratives.

Palestine Uprooted also offers up 
the most jarring of contradictions: 
an exhibition that confronts Israel’s 
genocide, mounted and supported 
by an institution of the Canadian 
state, while the Canadian state is 

itself still actively supporting that 
genocide.

In a press release, CMHR CEO 
Isha Khan stated that the story of 
the Nakba “belongs in the collective 
memory of Canadians.” To the muse-
um’s credit, and as the exhibit’s title 
and location in the “Rights Today” 
gallery reflects, the ongoing nature 
of the Nakba is a particular point 
of emphasis. 

This despite the fact that ongo-
ing Zionist efforts to shut down 
the exhibit reached unprecedented 
heights in the weeks and days ahead 
of the opening. Amplified by mass 
media, Zionist groups in Canada 
and the US, as well as the Israeli 
state, pressure on the museum to 
suspend the exhibit even before 
anyone had seen it was intense, but 
could not overcome the immense 
public support.

The exhibit itself contains five 
thematic testimonials from Palestini-
ans addressing the displacement and 
its impacts, and features accompa-
nying deeds, artefacts, artwork and 
broader framing materials. These 
include projections of the current 
destruction of Gaza, photographs 
of displaced Palestinians, a didac-
tic panel on the occupation, and 

the 2001 poem Think of Others by 
Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish.

Among the featured objects are 
original iron keys that have become 
a central symbol of the Palestinian 
struggle, in this case from the family 
of testimonial contributor Rana 
Abdulla. 

Palestinians driven from their 
homes have held these keys to the 
houses they were forced from, and 
have passed them down through 
families for generations. Not only 
are they a powerful symbol of return, 
but they are also a material assertion 
of its potential realisation.

The testimonials movingly 
describe the uprooting of Palestin-
ian families from their lands, the 
destruction of communities and the 
multi-generational impacts of this 
trauma, as well as the resistance to 
cultural erasure that Palestinians 
have faced. Recorded in 2022, they 
make up the heart of the exhibition; 
as intimate narratives of displace-
ment, separation, violence and, 
notably, reflections on the broader 
cultural experience, they emphasise 
the direct personal costs of violent 
colonisation and its impacts through-
out diaspora communities.
People’s Voice (edited for space)  

‘We won’t forget the not forgetting’
Canada commemorates the Nakba

Canadian Museum for Human Rights, Winnipeg, Canada.  
Photo: Tony Hisgett – flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Mark Gruenberg

Hundreds or even thousands have 
been spied on and subjected to being 
listed as what US President Donald 
Trump calls “enemies.” Activists say 
it was the biggest government oper-
ation ever set up for the purpose of 
crushing the rights of US citizens.

Targets of the spying included the Min-
nesota AFL-CIO, 13 unions in the state, and 
their allies. All are outraged by revelations of 
the widespread spying on and infiltration of 
their activities in the days before and after 
the Department of Homeland Security’s 
ICE and Border Patrol agents hit the area 
with Operation Metro Surge early this year.

Such outrages “didn’t work in the 1950s 
for Joseph McCarthy … and they won’t work 

for Donald Trump,” declares Minnesota AFL-
CIO President Bernie Burnham.

The revelations are in a trove of internal 
Department of Homeland Security memos, 
e-mails and quickie blank “administrative 
warrants” which agents could fill out on their 
own to justify their violent and vicious arrest, 
detention and deportation of migrants and 
their supporters. 

During Operation Metro Surge, some 
3,000 people were arrested, and one died in 
ICE custody. Agents used a 5-year-old boy 
on his way home from kindergarten as “bait” 
to draw out his family and arrest his father. 
The father was flown to an ICE prison camp 
in the deep South, held for weeks without 
charges or being allowed to talk with law-
yers and later released after public pressure.

Images televised worldwide showed 

rampant and vicious violence against peace-
ful protesters and bystanders by Trump’s 
troops – whose bosses claimed they were 
looking for “antifa” leftist radicals. There 
is no organisation that goes by that name. 
It is short for ‘anti-fascist,’ and used by 
the administration to round up and arrest 
whomever it pleases.

ICE and Border Patrol agents shot and 
killed in cold blood two peaceful US citizen 
observers, Alex F Pretti, a Veterans Admin-
istration nurse and a local union member, 
and Renee Nicole Good.

Instead of investigating and arresting the 
agents who killed the duo, the government 
probed the protesters, charging 15 with 
“criminal conspiracy to impede or injure a 
federal officer.”

One has pleaded guilty to a lesser 

charge, while the other 14 await trial. Their 
lawyers uncovered the cache of internal 
communications. 

The papers show Trump’s Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), ICE and the 
Border Patrol did not confine their spying on 
people peacefully assembling to protest the 
sweeps – which they all have constitutional 
rights to do. 

Instead agents spied upon and infiltrated 
meetings of many more people and groups 
whom the GOP Trump regime believes oppose 
its policies, are sympathetic to migrants, or 
both. Targets included the Communications 
Workers, the Service Employees and three 
of its locals, Education Minnesota, and the 
state AFL-CIO, plus the Sunrise Movement, 
Black Lives Matter, and other organisations. 
People’s World (edited for space)  

US: massive government spying  
operation uncovered

South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa has called 
for urgent regional action 
on gender-based violence, 
xenophobia, migration, and 
climate change.

Heads of State gathered at 
the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
for the 46th Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) 
Summit, where Ramaphosa deliv-
ered a public lecture, stressing that 
achieving the region’s long-term 
developmental goals is possible 
but requires shifting from policy 
debates to direct action.

He emphasised that the con-
tinent’s response to abuse must 
focus heavily on prevention, sur-
vivor support, stricter legislation 
and better prosecutions.

While advocating for more 
specialised sexual offences courts, 
he noted that legal action alone is 
not enough.

“Prevention does not begin 
with women,” Ramaphosa stated. 
“It begins with the men and the 
boys in our homes, our schools, 
our churches, our workplaces, and 
our taverns, who must be raised to 
reject violence and abuse.”

Meanwhile, addressing recent 
instances of discrimination 
within South Africa, Ramaphosa 
expressed deep concern and shame 
over the ill-treatment of foreign 
nationals.

He condemned criminal acts 
as a “total rejection of regional 
solidarity,” reminding the audi-
ence that Southern Africa’s identity 

and diversity have been shaped by 
migration over millennia.

Looking toward the region’s 
‘Vision 2050,’ Ramaphosa called for 
an environment where people can 
move freely and legally. To achieve 
this, he urged regional leaders to 
collaborate on addressing the root 
causes of desperate migration, 
conflict and political instability, 
governance failures, deep-seated 
poverty, and a lack of equal eco-
nomic opportunities.

Ramaphosa warned that eco-
nomic development and foreign 
investment are impossible in war 
zones.

He pointed to the eastern Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo (DRC) as 
the gravest test of regional unity, 
paying tribute to the Southern 

African soldiers who have lost their 
lives fighting for peace there.

Additionally, Ramaphosa wel-
comed progress in Mozambique’s 
Inclusive National Dialogue and 
praised the ongoing diplomatic 
interventions led by the SADC Panel 
of Elders in Madagascar.

He stressed that regional 
accountability institutions and 
election observation missions 
must be fully resourced to ensure 
democratic transparency.

Reflecting on the devastating 
April 2022 floods in KwaZulu-Na-
tal that claimed over 400 lives, 
Ramaphosa highlighted climate 
change as an immediate threat to 
infrastructure and livelihoods.

To prevent future catastrophes 
from catching the region off guard, 

he proposed that the SADC Human-
itarian and Emergency Operations 
Centre be strengthened for imme-
diate, unified disaster responses.

He urged for a shifting focus 
toward proactive disaster mitiga-
tion rather than reactive relief and 
said Southern African must pres-
ent a united front on climate loss 
and damage during international 
climate summits.

Ramaphosa stated that the ulti-
mate success of Vision 2050 rests in 
the hands of the youth, rather than 
current political leaders.

He challenged students and 
young people to hold leaders 
accountable for the implementation 
of regional goals.
polity.org.za  

Ramaphosa calls for action on  
gender-based violence
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of return
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Former Chinese premier Zhu Rongji died of 
illness at the age of 98 in Beijing on 12 August.

Zhu served as a member of the Standing Committee 
of the Political Bureau of the 14th and 15th Central 
Committees of the Communist Party of China (CPC).

An obituary, jointly issued by the CPC Central 
Committee, the Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress, the State Council and the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference, has extolled Zhu as an excellent 
Party member, a time-tested and loyal communist 
fighter, and an outstanding proletarian revolution-
ary, statesman and leader of the Party and the state.

Zhu was born in 1928 in Changsha, in central Chi-
na’s Hunan Province. He studied in the Department 
of Electrical Engineering at Tsinghua University from 
1947 to 1951. He joined the CPC in 1949.

From 1951 to 1983, Zhu held a series of posts 
related to economic affairs in regional and central 
government departments and institutions. He served 
as deputy director of the State Economic Commission 
from 1983 to 1987.

Between 1987 and 1991, he served as deputy sec-
retary of the CPC Shanghai Municipal Committee, 
mayor of Shanghai, and secretary of the CPC Shanghai 
Municipal Committee.

In 1991, Zhu was appointed vice premier of the 
State Council.

In 1992, Zhu was elected a member of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and its stand-
ing committee, and took charge of the State Council’s 
day-to-day work. He also served as governor of the 
People’s Bank of China.

He actively championed the implementation of 
the principles outlined in Deng Xiaoping’s remarks 
during Deng’s 1992 southern China tour and worked 
hard to promote reform and opening up as well as 
China’s modernisation drive.

Zhu worked to establish the basic living secu-
rity system for laid-off workers from state-owned 
enterprises, the unemployment insurance system, 
and the minimum living guarantee system for urban 
residents. He also made great efforts to address issues 
such as wage arrears and the re-employment of laid-
off workers. 

Zhu promoted the basic framework for a social-
ist market economy, oversaw the completion of the 
arduous negotiations for China’s accession to the 
World Trade Organisation, and advanced the coun-
try’s opening up.

Zhu had deep affection for the people. He empha-
sised that government officials must always bear 
in mind that they are public servants and have the 
courage to speak the truth, not fear giving offence, 
and refrain from seeking special privileges.

He stressed the need to take the initiative, with 
a strong sense of responsibility, to shoulder heavy 
burdens, take on tough problems, and go all out to 
deliver real results for the people.

After retiring from leadership posts, he steadfastly 
upheld and supported the CPC Central Committee 
with Hu Jintao as general secretary, and then the CPC 
Central Committee with Xi Jinping at its core. He 
continued to care about the great cause of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics and firmly supported 
efforts to improve conduct, promote integrity and 
fight corruption.
CN News  

Why should a woman  
be a communist?

Amber Young
No matter who you are in Australia, you’ve felt the effects of the 
patriarchy. 

The system of gender-based inequity runs so deep in our society 
that it’s impossible to escape. 

But if you’re a woman, then your experiences with the patriarchal 
system will be undeniably more visible and make a far greater 
impact on your daily life. 

Whether it is the gender pay gap, the unequal division of house-
hold labour, financial dependence on an abusive partner, or the 
way in which you’re dismissed or not taken seriously in your 
work, the patriarchy is always with you. 

Capitalism doesn’t exist separate from the patriarchy, instead it 
adopts its methods and intensifies them to serve the bottom line 
of the capitalist. 

Before capitalism, women were often the property of their hus-
bands, forced into domestic servitude and to provide free labour 
for the rest of her life .

Now women are also the property of their employers. The unpaid 
domestic servitude of marriage has been complemented with the 
industrial servitude of wage-labour. 

With women’s entry into the workforce under capitalism, the 
wages of all workers were cut. No longer can one person provide 
the means for a family to live comfortably. Many struggle to pro-
vide for themselves to live comfortably.

Rather than liberating women from male subjugation, capital-
ism expanded it. Capitalism is still reliant on the unpaid domestic 
subjugation of women while also requiring their subjugation in 
the workplace.

In short, capitalism is merely an extension of the patriarchy, and 
therefore any attempts at destroying the patriarchy within the 
bounds of capitalism are doomed to fail.

What then is the solution?

The neoliberals and media class often assert that communism is 
an evil, authoritarian ideology, where men rule, just the same as 
under capitalism. 

If that is so, why did Karl Marx and Frederick Engels champion 
the rights of working women? 

Why did Lenin proclaim “There can be no socialist revolution, 
unless a vast section of the toiling women takes an important 
part in it”? 

What of the women’s union in Vietnam which exists to ensure 
women can access support across the nation? 

And what of the women in China where the party has implement-
ed housing and healthcare projects with the purpose of raising 
women out of poor living conditions, and worked purposely to 
address the inequities which disproportionately affect women 
around the country? 

It is because communists understand that the working class can 
not be free unless women are free. That’s both a freedom from 
capitalism and the patriarchy.

The simple truth of the matter is that communism is a natural  
extension of feminist thought. 

It sees women’s subjugation, not as some isolated oppression 
that can be fixed, leaving everything else the same. Communism 
sees women’s situation for what it is, a tool that the ruling class 
uses to use and oppress women for the furtherance of their own 
goals. 

Rather than attempting to disavow the struggle of the working 
class in trying to secure crumbs from men, working women of 
Australia should see that this struggle is our struggle too, join 
their sisters in the Communist Party and hold high the red ban-
ner of the working class, for its liberation is tied to ours.
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The Strait of Hormuz became the 
centre of a new diplomatic dispute 
after US President Donald Trump 
threatened to declare the strategic 
waterway a potential territory of the 
United States.

Trump made the statement on Friday, 14 
August during a public event in New York. 
He said Washington would consider the 
move after what he described as the defeat 
of Iran and the conclusion of US military 
operations against the country.

“After we finish defeating Iran, which is 
being very badly defeated, pretty soon I’ll be 
declaring the Hormuz Strait a territory of 
the United States,” Trump said according 
to reports. 

The threat immediately drew condemna-
tion from Tehran. Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi accused the United States 
of repeatedly violating its bilateral commit-
ments and attempting to undermine Iran’s 
authority over the waterway.

The Strait of Hormuz lies between Iran 
and Oman and connects the Persian Gulf with 
the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea. It is 
one of the world’s most important maritime 
corridors because large volumes of oil and 
liquefied natural gas pass through it.

Any attempt by a third country to claim 
the waterway would have major legal, mil-
itary and geopolitical consequences. The 
strait is not recognised as US territory, and 
its waters are governed by the sovereignty 
of the coastal states and the international 
law of navigation.

Araghchi rejected the idea that Washing-
ton could assume ownership or control of 
the passage. He said Iran would not accept 
foreign military intervention in the region and 
maintained that the future of navigation must 
be addressed through agreements involving 
the countries bordering the waterway.

The Iranian foreign minister also said 
that the Islamabad Memorandum of Under-
standing formally ended the war between 
Washington and Tehran. His comments 
were made in response to questions about 
reports that the agreement could be extended 
for 60 days.

According to Araghchi, the memorandum 
did not establish a conventional ceasefire 
that could simply be renewed. Instead, he 
said it represented an agreement to end the 
war, although the situation changed after the 
United States allegedly violated the arrange-
ment and hostilities resumed.

SOVEREIGNTY
The status of the Strait of Hormuz is 

governed by a complex combination of 
coastal sovereignty and international nav-
igation rights.

The waterway lies between the territorial 
waters of Iran and Oman. Under the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
straits used for international navigation are 
subject to a regime known as transit passage.

That regime allows ships and aircraft to 
pass through international straits continu-
ously and expeditiously. Coastal states retain 
sovereignty over their territorial waters, but 
they cannot arbitrarily eliminate the right of 
transit passage.

Legal experts have noted that the conven-
tion prevents states bordering international 
straits from blocking or suspending transit 
passage. They also emphasise that Iran and 
Oman retain sovereignty over their respective 
territorial seas. 

Trump’s threat to declare the strait US 
territory therefore has no recognised legal 
basis under international law. It would also 
challenge the sovereignty of both Iran and 
Oman.

The statement has been interpreted by 
Tehran as a direct attempt to legitimise US 
military control over one of the world’s most 
sensitive waterways.

The United States has maintained a naval 
presence in the Persian Gulf for decades. 
Washington says its forces protect commer-
cial shipping and respond to threats against 
vessels and energy infrastructure.

Iran argues that the presence of foreign 
warships increases tensions and under-
mines the rights of the states that border 
the waterway.

The dispute has intensified since the 
military confrontation between the United 
States, Israel, and Iran began on 28 Febru-
ary. Iran closed the maritime passage after 
the attacks, while Washington imposed a 
naval blockade on Iranian ports, according 
to Tehran.

FRAMEWORK
The Islamabad memorandum was 

intended to end hostilities and establish a 
framework for the reopening of commercial 
traffic. Its provisions reportedly included a 
60-day period of toll-free navigation, the 
removal of the US blockade and the crea-
tion of a mechanism for future maritime 
management.

Iran and Oman later established a joint 
working group to discuss navigation routes, 
maritime services and the long-term adminis-
tration of the strait. The talks were conducted 
under the terms of the memorandum and in 
coordination with other Gulf states. 

However, Araghchi has repeatedly 
stressed that negotiations with Oman do 
not automatically mean that the waterway 
has reopened.

The Iranian position is that commercial 
shipping can return only after Washington 
fulfills its obligations, ends the blockade and 
provides compensation for what Tehran 
describes as violations of the agreement.

Iranian officials have also demanded a 
broader regional ceasefire, sanctions relief 
and the unfreezing of Iranian assets held 
abroad.

The United States has not accepted Iran’s 
interpretation of the memorandum. Wash-
ington has continued to pressure Tehran 
over its nuclear program, military activities, 
and regional alliances.

RISKS
The disagreement over the document 

has created uncertainty about whether it 
remains legally valid. Some reports have 
described the arrangement as effectively 
collapsed after hostilities resumed.

For shipping companies, the uncertainty 
creates operational risks. Tankers must assess 

whether routes are safe, whether insurance 
is available and whether their cargoes could 
become targets during a confrontation.

The Strait of Hormuz carries enormous 
importance for global energy markets. More 
than one-fifth of the world’s oil supply nor-
mally passes through the waterway, along 
with substantial volumes of liquefied nat-
ural gas.

A prolonged closure can raise oil prices, 
increase shipping costs and create shortages 
in countries dependent on imports from the 
Persian Gulf.

The disruption has already affected tanker 
traffic. Some ships have altered their routes, 
while others have remained at anchor waiting 
for guarantees of safe passage.

The closure has also placed pressure on 
the US Strategic Petroleum Reserve. Wash-
ington has released large volumes of crude 
to compensate for the interruption in global 
supply, but the reserve has fallen to its lowest 
level since the early 1980s.

The energy consequences extend to 
Europe and Asia. Countries that receive oil 
and gas through the waterway may have to 
rely on longer and more expensive routes.

The situation could also affect inflation. 
Higher energy prices increase transportation 
and production costs, putting pressure on 
food prices and household budgets.

GULF STATES
For Gulf countries, the threat of US 

annexation creates an especially sensitive 
dilemma. Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, and 
Oman all have economic and security ties 
with Washington, but they also have direct 
interests in maintaining regional stability.

Oman is particularly important because 
it controls the southern side of the strait and 
has served as a mediator between Iran and 
the United States.

Any US attempt to claim the waterway 
could undermine Oman’s diplomatic role and 
create a direct confrontation with Tehran. 
It could also complicate relations between 
Washington and Arab Gulf governments that 
do not want the conflict to expand.

The threat may likewise affect the global 
interpretation of maritime law. If a major 
power asserts control over an international 
strait by military force, other states could 
cite the precedent to justify similar actions 
in strategically important waterways.

The consequences would extend beyond 
energy markets. International shipping 

depends on predictable rules, recognised 
borders and the protection of commercial 
vessels.

A military confrontation around the strait 
could endanger tankers, increase insurance 
premiums and create pressure for armed 
escorts. It could also lead to the deployment 
of additional warships from countries seek-
ing to protect their commercial interests.

WIDER STRUGGLE
The Strait of Hormuz dispute is part of 

a wider struggle over sovereignty, energy 
security and the future balance of power in 
the Middle East.

Trump’s statement suggests that Wash-
ington is linking the future of the waterway 
to the outcome of the war with Iran. Tehran, 
meanwhile, insists that no foreign power can 
determine the status of a passage located 
between Iran and Oman.

The dispute also reflects the breakdown 
of trust surrounding the Islamabad memo-
randum. Iran says the United States violated 
the agreement. Washington continues to 
demand changes in Iranian policy before 
supporting a broader settlement.

Qatar and Pakistan have been exchanging 
messages with Tehran and Washington, but 
Araghchi said those contacts do not represent 
direct negotiations. Iran has not agreed to 
restart formal talks with the United States.

The absence of direct dialogue increases 
the risk of miscalculation. Statements about 
annexation, naval blockades, and military 
defeat can reduce the space available for 
diplomacy and make compromise more 
difficult.

The immediate issue is whether the strait 
can be reopened safely and under what con-
ditions. The broader question is whether the 
region will return to a rules-based maritime 
framework or remain under military pressure.

For now, Iran has rejected Trump’s 
territorial threat and reiterated its claim to 
defend its sovereignty. Washington has not 
presented a legal mechanism for annexing 
the waterway.

The standoff could continue to affect 
global energy prices, commercial shipping 
and relations among Gulf states. The future 
of the Strait of Hormuz will depend on 
diplomacy, international law, and whether 
the United States and Iran can prevent the 
conflict from escalating further.
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Trump’s annexation threat 
escalates crisis

Strait of Hormuz. Photo: NASA Johnson – flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)
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